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NEWS RELEASE 

News & Publications 

Box 42022 
Lubbock, TX 79409-2202 
(806) 742-2136 
FAX (8Q6) 742-1615 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 1-5-1-95 
CONTACT: Jennifer LeNoir 

{Editor's Note: A doctoral student from your city is included in this release.) 

LUBBOCK -- Five doctoral students in the College of' Business Administration at 
Texas Tech University will be receive the Dean's Excellence in Teaching Awards at 
4 p.m. Thursday (May 4) in the Rotunda of the Business Administration Building. 

Each recipient will receive a letter of commendatidn from Carl H. Stem, dean of 
the college, as well as a $250 honorarium. ·~ 

The recipients of the 1994-95 awards are Michael Flores, a doctoral student in 
accounting from El Paso; Terrance Jalbert, a doctoral student in finance from Reeder, 
N.D.; Francisco Delgadillo, a doctoral student in information systems and quantitative 
systems from El Paso; James R. Walton, a doctoral student in marketing from Mineral 
Point, Mo; and Vinitia Mathews, a doctoral student in management from Gainesville, 
Fla. All of the doctoral students taught classes this academic year. 

"I am always pleased wheR- there is strong evidence that our doctoral students 
are doing such an outstanding job in their teaching assi,¥11lllents;-'' said Dean Stem. 

Flores also was selected to receive the University Outstanding Doctoral Student 
Teaching Award as judged by a faculty selection committee. He will receive a letter of 
commendation from Robert W. Lawless, president of Texas Tech, and an additional 
$100 honorarium. 

Additionally, the Miller Girls student organization will be recognized as the 
Outstanding Student Organization for accumulating the most community service hours. 
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NEWS RELEASE 

News & Publications 

Box 42022 
Lubbock, TX 79409-2202 
(806) 742-2136 
FAX (806) 742-1615 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 2-5-1-95 
CONTACT: Chuck Bischoff 

LUBBOCK -- The 13th Annual International Management Workshop will be held 
May 15-23 on the Texas Tech University campus. The deadline for registration is Friday 
(May 5) with a registration limit of 30 people. 

The workshop is designed for graduate and undergraduate students as well as 
recent university graduates. 

,, ' 

' 
Workshop topics, including management styles, decision theory, conflict 

resolution, delegation of authority ·and case sttidy analyses, will be addressed by various 
members of the Texas Tech faculty. The workshop facilitator will be Kary Mathis, 
director of the International Center for Arid and Semiarid Land Studies. 

"The workshop is ideal for any student who could benefit from an 
interdisciplinary perspective on key aspects of leadership roles and management styles," 
said Mathis. "Corporations, consulting firms, academic institutions and government 
agencies seek applicants possessing practical management training and effective 
communication and human relation skills including cultural sensitivity which often is as 
important as technical expertise 1il many international operqtions." 

',I/ 

The workshop begins with an introductory session at 8:30 a.m. on May 15 and 
concludes with an awards ceremony on May 23. The workshop fee of $75 includes 
three hours of university credit, handouts and field trips to local public and private 
businesses, health facilities and governmental offices. 

The workshop is sponsored by the International Center for Arid and Semiarid 
Land Studies and the Office of International Affairs. 

Contact !CASALS at (806) 742-2218 to register or for more information. 
Individuals also may register in person at the !CASALS office in Room 103 of Holden 
Hall on the Texas Tech campus. 

Persons will disabilities who plan to attend this workshop and who may need 
auxiliary aids or services are requested to notify the !CASALS office before the 
workshop so that appropriate arrangements can be made. 

-30-
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NEWS RELEASE 

News & Publications 

Box 42022 
Lubbock, TX 79409-2202 
(806) 742-2136 
FAX (896) 742-1615 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 3-5-1-95 
CONTACT: Margaret Lutherer 

LUBBOCK -- Texas Tech Professor Norman W. Hopper is one of ten college and 
university professors in the state of Texas named a Minnie Stephens Piper Professor for 
1995. 

The prestigious Piper Professor award•,'is, presented annually by the Minnie 
Stephens Piper Foundation of San Antonio. The Piper Foundation is a nonprofit 
charitable organization founded in. 1950 to su~ort scientific and educational 
undertakings. Hopper was chosen from over 150 applicants within the state of Texas for 
the honor which salutes teaching excellence in higher education. 

"Texas Tech University encourages teaching excellence and is extremely proud to 
have one of our most outstanding teachers recognized throughout the state by the Piper 
Foundation," said Texas Tech President Robert W. Lawless. ~ 

A native of Ralls, Hopper ~ew up in Petersburg and received two degrees in 
agronomy from Texas Tech. He received a Ph.D. in agro~omy from Iowa State 
University. Hopper has been at Texas Tech since 1976 and is currently associate 
professor of agronomy at the university and at the Texas Agricultural Experiment 
Station. He also has received the Spencer A. Wells Faculty Award, Advisor of the Year 
Award, and the President's Excellence in Teaching Award while at Texas Tech. Hopper's 
research interests include seed physiology, seed germination, and seedling 
establishment. 

There have been five other Piper Professors from Texas Tech since the award 
program began in 1950. They include: R.S. Underwood in 1959; Cecil Ayers in 1962; 
Mina W. Lamb in 1965; Ernest Wallace in 1969; and Harley Oberhelman in 1975. 

Hopper will receive a $2,500 honorarium from the Piper Foundation and will be 
recognized by Texas Tech President Robert W. Lawless at the Annual Spring Faculty 
Convocation on May 2. 

-30-

AFTER HOURS CALL: Margaret Lutherer (806) 797-1888 / Steve Kauffman (806) 792-6019 



NEWS RELEASE 

News & Publications 

Box 42022 
Lubbock, TX 79409-2202 
(806) 742-2136 
FAX (8q6) 742-1615 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 4-5-2-95 
CONTACT: Steve Kauffman 

LUBBOCK -- More than 700 Texas Tech University faculty and staff members will be 
recognized for 15 or more years of service at May 11 receptions hosted by President and 
Mrs. Robert W. Lawless as part of a new service awards program this spring that has 
honored almost 2,000 university employees for service records from five years to 52 years. 

"These service awards are a way of recognizing faculty and staff commitment to 
Texas Tech through their years of service." sitld Jeanette I;-iodges, director of personnel, 
noting that this awards program came from individual employee input. A Texas Tech 
committee was organized last ye¥ to gather $nployee suggestions from the university and 
health sciences center and study award programs and incentives for employees. 

Personnel staff members have been working on logistics of the awards program for 
more than a year. For the past several months, they have been compiling and verifying 
employment records to include employees' work histories at the university as well as at the 
health sciences center through Dec. 31, 1994. 

All university employees with a minimum of five years of Texas Tech service have 
been or will be recognized and ~lesented service pins in departmental, college and area 
ceremonies scheduled in April and May. Additionally, the 710 faculty and staff members 
with 15 or more years of service will be guests of honor at the May 11 receptions. The 
informal receptions, divided into two events to accommodate the large number of recipients, 
will be 2:30-3:30 p.m. and 4-5 p.m. in the University Center Red Raider Ballroom. Lawless 
and Texas Tech representatives will on hand at both receptions. 

Among the more notable terms of service with Texas Tech is the 52-year tenure of 
Louis Powers, professor of mechanical engineering, who still teaches part time as a semi
retired faculty member. John G. Taylor Sr., retired employee liaison officer, and William 
Oden, professor of political science, will be recognized for 46 years of employment. Also 
with 44 years of employment at the university are Roy Wells, special assistant to the 
general counsel; Robert Rouse, professor of economics; and Donald J. Helmers, professor 
emeritus of mechanical engineering. All are working retirees. 

Among the active employees with the longest records of service are Mary Jeanne van 
Appledorn, Horn professor of music, with 44 years of service, Robert A. Moreland, associate 
professor mathematics, with 41 years of Texas Tech employment and Henry Shine, Horn 
professor of chemistry and biochemistry, with 40 years of service. 

According to Hodges, the service awards program will be modified after this initial 
year when employees with five to nine years and 10 to 14 years of service are awarded five 
and 10 year pins, respectively, in addition to the 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45 and SO year 
recipients. Beginning next year, the program will recognize only those university employees 
with 15 or more years of employment. A similar awards program also is in place at the 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center. 

AfTER HOURS CA!l.: Margaret Lutherer (806) 797-1888 / Steve~~ ~ (806) 792-6019 
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Box 42022 
Lubbock, TX 79409-2202 
(806) 742-2136 
FAX (8Q6) 742-1615 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 4-5-2-95B 
CONTACT: Steve Kauffman 

· LUBBOCK -- More than 700 Texas Tech University faculty and staff members will be 
recognized for 15 or more years of service at May 11 receptions hosted by President and 
Mrs. Robert W. Lawless as part of a new service awards program this spring that has 
honored almost 2,000 university employees for service records from five years to 52 years. 

"These service awards are a way of recognizing faculty and staff commitment to 
Texas Tech through their years of service.'-' said Jeanette Hodges, director of personnel, 
noting that this awards program came fro'm individual employee input. A Texas Tech 
committee was organized last year to gather employee suggestions from the university and 
health sciences center and study award pro~ ams and incentives for employees. 

Personnel staff members have been working on logistics of the awards program for 
more than a year. For the past several months, they have been compiling and verifying 
employment records to include employees' work histories at the university as well as at the 
health sciences center through Dec·. 31, 1994. 

All university employees with a minimum of five years of Texas Tech service have 
been or will be recognized anc\ ,presented service pins in depaz:tmental, college and area 
ceremonies scheduled in April and May. Additionally, Jhe t'J l O faculty and staff members 
with 15 or more years of service will be guests of honor at the May 11 receptions. The 
informal receptions, divided into two events to accommodate the large number of recipients, 
will be 2:30-3:30 p.m. and 4-5 p.m. in the University Center Red Raider Ballroom. Lawless 
and Texas Tech representatives will on hand at both receptions. 

Among the more notable terms of service with Texas Tech is the 52-year tenure of 
Louis Powers, professor of mechanical engineering, who still teaches part time as a semi
retired faculty member. John G. Taylor Sr., retired employee liaison officer, and William 
Oden, professor of political science, will be recognized for 46 years of employment. Also 
with 44 years of employment at the university are Roy Wells, special assistant to the 
general counsel; Robert Rouse, professor of economics; and Donald J. Helmers, professor 
emeritus of mechanical engineering. All are working retirees. 

Among the active employees with the longest records of service are Mary Jeanne van 
Appledom, Hom professor of music, with 44 years of service, Robert A. Moreland, associate 
professor of mathematics, with 41 years of Texas Tech employment and Henry Shine, Hom 
professor of chemistry and biochemistry, with 40 years of service. 

According to Hodges, the university service awards program will continue as an 
annual event, awarding pins to mark employement in five year increments. A similar awards 
program also is in place at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center. 
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NEWS RELEASE 

News & Publications 

Box 42022 
Lubbock, TX 79409-2202 
(806) 742-2136 
FAX (896) 742-1615 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 5-5-2-95 
CONTACT: Steve Kauffman 

LUBBOCK -- University and health sciences center faculty members will be 
recognized for outstanding achievements during the annual Texas Tech Faculty Honors 
Convocation at 3:30 p.m. today (May 2) in the University'Theatre. A reception in the 
University Library Croslin Room will follow the convocation. 

Recognition will be given to current e.meritus faculty, Paul Whitfield Hom 
professors and faculty who received campus'' awards earlier in the academic year. Also, 
new faculty awards, including the President's ~xcellence in Teaching Awards and the 
President's Academic Achievement 'Awards, will be announced at the ceremony. 

President's Excellence in Teaching Awards will be presented to faculty from each 
of Texas Tech's colleges and schools. 

Health sciences center recipients are Raymond Linville, chair, department of 
communication disorders, School of Allied Health; Abraham Verghese, professor, 
department of internal medicine~El Paso, School of Medicine; James C. Hutson, 
professor, department of cell biol~gy and biochemistry, School of Medicine; and Corinne 
Grimes, assistant professor, School of Nursing. ' . I ,, 

',1.' 

University recipients are James Graves, professor, College of Agricultural Sciences 
and Natural Resources; Robert L. Coombs, associate professor, College of Architecture; 
Lewis Held, associate professor of biological sciences, John Howe, associate professor of 
history, Mary Jane Hurst, associate professor of English, and George W. Sorensen, 
professor of theatre, all in the College of Arts and Sciences; Patrick Dunne, professor of 
finance, College of Business Administration; William Y. Lan, assistant professor of 
education, College of Education; Michael Giesselmann, associate professor of electrical 
engineering, College of Engineering; Shelly Harp, associate chairperson of the 
department of merchandising, environmental design and consumer economics, College 
of Human Sciences; and Brian Shannon, professor of law, School of Law. 

The President's Academic Achievement Award will be given to faculty who have 
excelled in teaching, research and service. Recipients are Beverly S. Chilton, professor, 
department of cell biology and biochemistry, School of Medicine; Patricia Horridge, 
professor of merchandising, environmental design and consumer economics, College of 
Human Sciences; Jerry Hudson, associate director, School of Mass Communications; and 
R. Stephen Sears, professor of finance, College of Business Administration. 

-30-
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MEDIA ADVISORY 
REF: 6-5-2-95 
CONTACT: Michael Somrnermeyer 

LUBBOCK -- Texas Tech University's College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 
will announce the creation of the Dean Leidigh Professorship in Plant and Soil Science 
during a ceremony at 11 :45 a.m. Thursday (May 4) in the Merket Alumni Center in the Ex
Students Association Building. 

Leidigh was Texas Tech's first dean of the School of Agriculture and served with distinction 
from 1925 to 1945. ,, · · 

Sam Curl, dean of the college, s1:tid Leidigh [established an agriculture school that 
represented the needs of West Texas, focusing on cotton, plant breeding and animal 
husbandry. In the first college bulletin, Leidigh announced, "Special attention will be given 
to arid and semi-arid farming." 

The professorship is the result of the fundraising efforts of the Leidigh Memorial Fund 
Committee. This fund was established in 1987. Interest from the endowment will be used 
to support the professorship. 

The establishment of the professorship will be announced by Dean. Sam Curl and will be 
received by Len Ainsworth, vice provost. Members of the1-' Leicligh family will reflect on 
Dean Leidigh's life at Texas Tech. Memorial fund committee members and donors also will 
be recognized. 

-30-



NEWS RELEASE 

News & Publications 

Box 42022 
Lubbock, TX 79409-2202 
(806) 742-2136 
FAX (806) 742-1615 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 7-5-3-95 
CONTACT: Jennifer LeNoir 

LUBBOCK -- The Ranching Heritage Center of the Museum of Texas Tech 
University will present a concert by Stephen Weber to commemorate the restoration of 
a grand piano that was made in 1876. Weber will perform at 2 p.m. Sunday (May 7) at 
the RHC DeVitt-Mallet Orientation Building. The concert is free and open to the public, 
however seating is limited. 

Weber, a piano instructor at Texas Tecli's School of Music, is a published 
composer of piano, organ and chamber music. · J-Ie will perform selections by late 19th 
century American and mid-19th century European composers as well as classic 
American folk music. • 

The piano, which is displayed in the McKanna Parlor at the Ranching Heritage 
Center, recently underwent an 11 month restoration by Mollberg and Associates in 
Austin. The Ranching Heritage Association provided the financial support for the 
restoration through the McKanna Parlor Fund. 

David Murrah, director of the Southwest Collection at Texas Tech, and Georgia 
Mae Ericson, president of the Ranshing Heritage Association, will reflect on the history 
of the piano. 

1 

• • , •. 

',I.' 

According to Murrah, the piano was originally owned by C.C. Slaughter, a 
prominant Dallas cattleman with extensive ranch holdings throughout West Texas. 
Slaughter lived from 1836-1919. Murrah, an authority on ranching history, is the 
author of "C.C. Slaughter: Rancher, Banker, Baptist." Ericson will reflect on Edith 
McKanna, for whom the parlor is named, and her many contributions to the Ranching 
Heritage Center. 

Persons with disabilities who plan to attend the concert, and who may need 
auxiliary aids or services are requested to notify the education division of the museum 
at (806) 742-2432. 

-30-

AFTER HOURS CAIL: Margaret Lutherer (806) 797-1888 / Steve Kauffman (806) 792-6019 



NEWS RELEASE 

News & Publications 

Box 42022 
Lubbock, TX 79409-2202 
(806) 742-2136 
FAX (8Q6) 742-1615 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 8-5-5-95 
CONTACT: Jennifer LeNoir 

LUBBOCK -- Edward C. Benninger Jr., executive vice president and director of 
Valero Energy Corp. in San Antonio and president of Valero Natural Gas Co. in 
Houston, has been named a 1995 Distinguished Alumnus award from the College of 
Business Administration at Texas Tech University. The award will be presented at 
7 p.m. Friday (May 5) at the Forest Club in Houston at a dinner honoring Houston area 
alumni and supporters. 

,, ' 

I 

Benninger, who earned his bachelor's degree in business administration at Texas 
Tech in 1965, guides the diversified energy co'mpany in it's activities of producing, 
transporting and marketing environmentally clean fuels and products. 

He began his career with West Texas Utilities in Abilene, where he worked for 
one year in the management training program. His business career was interrupted in 
1966 when he attended the United States Navy Officer's Candidate School in Newport, 
R.I., and went on to serve for three years as a navel officer. 

Upon reentering the busin ss world, Benninger worked as a senior accountant at 
Deloitte & Touche in Houston. In 1975 he left the cert~ed _public accounting firm to 
join LoVaca Gathering Company, a gas pipeline company also located in Houston. 
Benninger held many positions at LoVaca, including vice president. 

In 1980, Valero Energy Corporation was formed, and Benninger was named 
treasurer. He quickly rose to the top at Valero Energy, being named chief financial 
officer and vice president in 1986. He was promoted to senior vice president in January 
1987 and executive vice president in November 1989. Benninger was elected to the 
Valero Energy Corporation Board of Directors in 1990. He was elected to the board of 
Valero Natural Gas Company and as president of Valero Natural Gas, L.P . Companies in 
October 1992. Both companies are listed on the New York Stock Exchange. 

Benninger has been a long time supporter of the College of Business 
Administration at Texas Tech. He spearheaded Valero Energy's support of the college's 
Graduate Fellowship Endowment Fund, which provides financial support to masters and 
doctoral students. Benninger also is a member of the Texas Tech President's Council. 

He presently serves as a member on the Board of Trustees and the executive 
committee of the United Way for the Texas Gulf Coast area in Houston, and has served 
in numerous capacities for the United Way while living in San Antonio. 

-30-
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Box 42022 
Lubbock, TX 79409-2202 
(806) 742-2136 
FAX (8~) 742-1615 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 9-5-5-95 
CONTACT: Jennifer LeNoir 

LUBBOCK -- The Museum of Texas Tech University and the West Texas Museum 
Association will host an autograph party for Elizabeth Skidmore Sasser, professor 
emeritus of the department of art, at 2 p.m. Sunday (May 7) in the lobby of the 
museum. The party is ·free and open to the general public. 

Sasser's books, "The World of Spirits" and "Ancestors in the Art of Western Sub
Saharan Africa," represent the first depiction,,of the Africa1J. ,sculpture collection at the 
Museum of Texas Tech. ' 

' ~ 
"The book contains more than 180 drawings and illustrations that reflect the 

creative genius that continues to meet environmental challenges and to express the 
distinctive contributions of the cultures and the people of western sub-Saharan Africa," 
according to Gary Edson, executive director of the Museum of Texas Tech. 

The masks and figurative carvings from the late 19th century to mid-20th 
century originate from the collections of Ambassador and Mrs. Julius Walker, which 
was a gift to the International Center for Arid and Semiarid Land Studies at Texas Tech, 
and the Elliot Howard Collection!' 

, f 

Howard, an artist and antique authority, chose examples of sculpture based on 
their variety and aesthetic appeal. His hope was that the pieces he assembled would 
provide new discoveries for those unacquainted with the art of Africa and an art 
experience that would enhance mutual respect among people, according to Edson. 

"As the title of Sasser's book suggests, it contains carefully selected examples of 
masks and figures as social and spiritual communications imbued with the living history 
and culture of the various peoples of western sub-Saharan Africa," said Edson, noting 
that Sasser emphasizes geography and climate influence not only the art but also the 
habitations and ceremonial life of the region. 

Exhibits at the Museum of Texas Tech are free and open to the public 1-5 p.m. 
on Sunday and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. The museum is open until 
8:30 p.m. on Thursday and is closed on Monday. For more details, contact the museum 
at (806) 742-2490. 

-30-
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