
(Untitled) 

1-7-17-95 Museum -- Maria Elena Holly.tour JL 
2-7-19-95 Can't Educ. Elder.95 JL 
3-7-19-95 Museum Canyon JL 

' . 
1-7-25-95 Alternative School Steveduc MW 
2-7-2~-95 Hot jobs and majors hotjobs. JB 
A 
3-7-26-95 minority engineering JB 
A 
4-7-27-95 Montford Library Award Montford.txt SK 
5-7-28-95 Frat Legal Seminar Advisory Greek.adv SK 

,, ' 

, f 

Page 1 





NEWS RELEASE 
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Box 42022 
Lubbock, TX 79409-2202 
(806) 742-2136 
FAX (8o6) 742-1615 

' 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 2-7-19-95 
CONTACT: Jennifer LeNoir 

LUBBOCK -- The Division of Continuing Education at Texas Tech University will 
sponsor a week-long special acti\ities program for se~cr c:.ize:1s titled "Elderhostel 
1995 -- F··n on the High Plains," Sept. 10-15 at various locations band around 
Lubbock. The registration deadline is Aug. 25. 

Elderhostel is an imernarional culrural 2.!:.d edLc2::ion2.l program designed for 
people age 55 and older. Seniors from aroui;].'d the country, ,as well as the Lubbock area 
,vill be artending the program. Participation fr'om singles as \Vell as couples is 
encouraged. 

The overail program consists of three components: the musical roots and legacies 
of West Texas, award-winning vineyards and '"ineries of West Texas and coumry 
western dancing. Additionally, the week will include live performances, lectures and 
musical recordings. 

The musical heritage of West Texas will be explored under the guidance of well
knnwn lnr::il ::i11thnritiP, ::inrl nPrfnrmPr<:: ,11rh ::i<:: Alvin n::i-vic T.::mrn, PiPl Anrl-v Will.i ncrrn --- - -· -- --- -- ------------ ---- r----------- ----- -- --·-- -- · --, -----✓ ----, ----.1 · · -----------· 

and Bill Griggs. Faculty members ·, fim Dodd, director of the Texas Wine Marketing 
Research Institute at Texas Tech, and Roy Mitchell, retired issociate professor of plant 
and soil science at Texas Tech, will lead lectures and tours centering around the wines 
of the Llano Estacada. Participants will visit the wine research station, several local 
vineyards and wineries, and have the opportunity to participate in grape harvesting and 
crushing. Participants also will learn some of the most popular country western dance 
steps such as the Texas two-step, swing, jitterbug a~d line-dancing. Several optional 
activities and field trips will be offered throughout the week. 

The fee for the course is $165 and includes 20 hours of instruction, all 
instructional materials, five lunches and two dinners. To register, individuals should call 
the Division of Continuing Education at (806) 742-2352 by Aug. 25. Phone registration 
may be charged to Discover, VISA or MasterCard. Individuals also may register at the 
Continuing Education office on the Texas Tech campus at the corner of 15th Street and 
Akron Avenue. 

Persons with disabilities who plan to attend the program and who need auxiliary 
2.ids or services are requested to notify the Division of Continuing Ed-.1cation at the time 
of registration so that appropriate arrangements can be made. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 3-7-19-95 
CONTACT: Jennifer LeNoir 

LUBBOCK -- The Museum of Texas Tech University will host a new photography 
exhibit titled "Canyon de Chelly, Sacred Sanctuary of the Southwest," from Sunday 
(July 23) through Aug. 27 in Gallery One at the Museum, Fourth Street and Indiana 
Avenue. 

Exhibit artist Gary Edward Tepfer will present a lecture about his work at 2 p.m. 
Sunday (July 23) in the Kline Room at the Museum. The lecture is free and open to the 
public. 

The show features 5 7 color photograph\ taken during a six year period in the 
Four Comers region of the American Southwest. 

Tepfer's photographs currently are on display at numerous photographic 
galleries, including the Robert Klein Gallery in Boston, the Witkin Gallery in New York 
City and the Vision Gallery in San Fra,ncisco. He prints his own cibachrome images from 
medium and large format transparencies. His extensive experience as a mountaineer and 
river guide in the United States and Europe formed the foundation for his early interest 
in photography and the natural world as a source of artistic expression. 

'' Largely self-taught, Tepfer honed the craft and art:,,pf phot~graphy as an 
apprentice to Dan Lenore, a major New York photographer. Educated in France and at 
the University of Oregon, his early training as a musician has contributed to his 
photography's concern for harmony, texture and tone. These elements underlie his 
outstanding ability to photograph and print the colors of the world, according to Gary 
Edson, director of the Museum of Texas Tech. 

Millions of years ago, a large part of what is now the Southwest United States 
lay under a huge inland sea. As the waters receded, great steep walled canyons were 
cut into the sandstone and shale. Geologic history is recorded on the canyon walls. 
Among the deep canyons and high plateaus also can be found another kind of history -
the history of many lives and cultures, said Edson. 

The Navajo called the area "The Land of the Gods," which became home to the 
ancient Anasazi, the Zuni, Hopi and Pueblo tribes. Currently, the region is inhabited by 
about 45 members of the Navajo Nation who continue their traditions in the beauty 
and protection of the canyon. 

Similar to the Grand Canyon, the Canyon de Chelly is not visible as one moves 
across the surrounding Colorado Plateau. At its rim, the viewer feels that the earth has 
opened up to reveal a valley of inexpressible beauty. The water and vegetation that 
mark the canyon floor suggest a paradise in the midst of a desert. Certainly it was this 
aspect of fertility and moisture as well as protective nature which caused it to become a 
sanctuary to so many people over the last 2,000 years. 

-more-



CANYON/PAGE 2 

Tepfer was originally drawn to the area, said Edson, because of this sense of 
concentrated history and mythology. Instead of focusing only on the archeological ruins 
which have attracted a number of historical photographers, Tepfer has sought out the 
spiritual" power and grace lodged within the Canyon's natural beauty. 

"I have been especially drawn to the extraordinary sense of reflected light and its 
interaction with vegetation, water and sandstone. I also ha-Ve been drawn to the rock 
paintings and carvings that appear everywhere on the rock faces of the canyon. Even 
when their meaning is not clear, the images have seemed to me to function as windows 
into the ancient cultures," said Tepfer. ,, ' 

"These people have opened my eyes to tpe manner in which mythology and 
spirituality become merged with, and emergent in, the stone and light," said Tepfer. 

Tepfer's experiences in the canyon have been deepened by his acquaintance with 
some of its inhabitants. Images of these people grace the exhibition, said Edson. 

The exhibit is being circulated hy Visual Arts Resources, a program of the Lane 
Arts Council. Visual Arts Resources is funded by the National Endowment for the Arts, 
the Oregon Arts Commission and. other private foundations. Funding to bring the 
exhibition to the Museum of TeXc\S Tech was provided in part by the West Texas 
Museum Association. :,,1 · 1 '· 

The exhibit is free and open to the public 1-5 p.m. on Sunday and 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. The museum is open until 8:30 p.m. on Thursday 
and is closed on Monday. For more detail, contact the Museum at (806) 742-2490. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 1-7-25-95 

[Editor's Note: This is the second story in a three-part back-to-school series. 
For additional information, contact Judith Ponticell at (806) 742-2377.] 

Alternative Schools Successful Despite Mislabeling 
By Myrna Whitehead 

LUBBOCK -- In the past when Johnny, couldn't read, fault was placed on the 
student's shoulders. The problem, discovered· ,as recently as 10 to 15 years ago, is that 
educators now realize that learning styles vary among students. Identifying the learning 
style for a particular student is pa:rt of the theory behind the alternative school concept. 

According to Texas Tech University researcher Judith Ponticell, the alternative 
school concept was born out of the philosophy that some students cannot function in 
traditional school environments. Consequently, these students, frustrated with their 
performance in the classroom, often Would become behavior problems for their 
teachers. As a result, these students were sent to alternative or "last chance" schools. 

"The problem for alternatiY;e school model concept lies within the misuse of the 
label 'alternative' school," Pontic'ell said. "Alternative scl;iool, model concepts are 
characterized by its flexible schedule in which students 'foaster concepts at their own 
pace. The model emphasizes smaller class sizes, real-life experiences and cooperative 
learning as well as diagnosing the student's strengths and weaknesses. Its success is 
measured by allowing the student a choice in his or her educational experience." 

Alternative schools pull away from the traditional model of lecture/recall and rote 
means of education, Ponticell said. 

Seat time, a term used to measure the amount of time a student is seated during 
a lecture/recall format, has been the norm established for the classroom environment. 
According to Ponticell, the alternative school concept would allow the student to pursue 
the same core curriculum (science, art, music, etc.) goals outside the classroom, for 
example, by taking a stroll through a neighborhood and using the rhythms of music to 
describe the architecture of a building. 

"In other words, the educators are called upon to be more creative in their 
approach on a particular subject," Ponticell said. "Teachers would have to incorporate 
science, mathematics, art and music in a manner that relates to a certain subject. 

"The team approach is a key component of the alternative school model concept," 
Ponticell said. ''This truly is an interdisciplinary means to education." 

-more-
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Based upon the article "Alternative Schools: The State of the Art" by Mary Anne 
Raywid, professor of education at Hofstra University, alternative schools can serve as 
models for any school that seeks innovative change. The alternative school concept is 
divided into three different approaches to education. 

One concept, according to Raywid, focuses on making the curriculum more 
challenging and fulfilling than the traditional core curriculum. This also is the theory 
behind magnet schools. 

,, . 

In Lubbock, the magnet school concept'was introduced ·in 1978 at Ella Iles 
Elementary School. According to ,Gerald Skoog, professor of curriculum and instruction 
at Texas Tech, 60 to 100 students were selected to participate in the program. The new 
format featured multi-age grouping and alternative grading. 

"During that time, if a student failed to master mathematics in the traditional 
model, he was retained which had a ·stigma attached to it," Skoog said. "Using the new 
format, students could stay together for two years and eventually master all aspects of 
the curriculum at their own pace. In the end, they all would be on the same level." 

At Iles, the students were iJivided into three sections .. ;- - greenhouse (pre
kindergarten through first grade), forrest (second and tfilrd grade) and argonauts 
(fourth and fifth grade). Each section were taught by a team of teachers who 
specialized in mathematics, science and reading. 

According to then Iles principal Kay Knight Howell, "We were on the ground floor 
as far as building a program that would set the standard for other magnet schools. The 
idea of introducing so many new and innovative approaches to educating children was 
not only thrilling but a little bit scary." 

To access a student's development, the student was required to write several 
paragraphs describing the benefits of each projects in which he or she had participated, 
Howell said. The paragraphs then were critiqued by each team teacher to make sure the 
student had learned the objective of the exercise. Instead of a student receiving a letter 
grade, a parent-teacher conference was conducted to discuss the student's progress. 

Raywid's second concept of alternative schools is the behavioral model for at-risk 
students. This program, which represents the last step prior to expulsion, usually houses 
students who are chronically disruptive. They also can include some type of interschool 
suspension system. 

The third alternative school concept, says Raywid, focuses on remediation. This 
program is designed for students who may need additional academic, social or 
emotional development. 

-more-
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o ·espite the positive aspect of the alternative school model concept, gaining 
acceptance among the profession is slow in coming, she said. Among the advantages of 
the alternative concept is a student gets one-to-one attention in the classroom, a student 
develops his or her own strategy to make himself a better learner and teachers are 
rewarded for their creativity. 

Ponticell said, "Instead of viewing the child as an empty vessel waiting for 
knowledge to be poured into the brain, the alternative model views the child as the 
inquisitive learner who wants more than surffce information." 

She said the disadvantages, of the alterriative school concept model keep the 
program from gaining nationwide acceptance. One problem is cost -- it would be too 
costly to re-tool the current teaching faculty. Also, the attitudes of parents and their 
communities would need to be changed to accept the new wave of education. 

"What do you say to a banker ,who says, 'I went to a traditional school and I 
turned out OK, so why should we change the way we teach kids today?'," Ponticell said. 

The biggest obstacle facing the acceptance of the model lies within the political 
context surrounding education, ~:he said. ,. 

:,,1 , / 

Educators are caught today in this whirlwind of information in which we know 
what changes have to be made in a system that moves very slowly, Ponticell said. 

-30-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 2-7-25-95 

[Editor's Note: This is the first in a three-part series on back-to-school issues. 
For additional comments, contact David Kraus at (806) 742-2210.] 

FINDING A JOB BEGINS TI-IE FIRST DA¥ OF COLLEGE 
by Josh Ben Allen 

LUBBOCK -- The best lessons in college are both inside and outside the classroom 
when it comes to finding a job after graduatjon, according to Texas Tech University 
Career Director David Kraus. 

,· 

A college education used to guarantee a good job, but an increasing number of 
people graduate from the nation's universities each year. By the time entering freshmen 
receive Bachelor's degrees in 1999 nearly 1.2 million graduates will walk across the 
stage with them, according to the U.S. Department of Education. 

Today, the most attractive career candidates diversify their college experience, 
Kraus said. 

"An employer is looking fdr an overall package with a significant record of 
' •·I 

accomplishment," Kraus said. "Skills are not just learnea in the classroom. But you can't 
tell a senior that because then it's too late. A freshman needs to know that." 

If incoming students get involved early, then as seniors they have something to 
sell employers besides a college degree, Kraus said. 

The path to a hot career begins the first day of college. Kraus recommends that all 
students, not just seniors, use career planning and placement services to determine 
interests, develop contacts and ultimately find jobs. 

During the first year of college, students should find out their interests by using a 
computer-aided program such as SIGI that helps one identify values and goals, Kraus 
said. SIGI generates a list of prospective career fields based on your responses to 
questions. Students should explore classes related to their career interests and talk to 
professionals about the skills needed to enter that business. 

"If a freshman knows a career field, then that student knows what they need to do 
to compete," Kraus said, adding that interest tests guide career choices, but don't dictate 
them. 

-more-
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In addition to academics, students should actively pursue internships, cooperative 
education programs, professional contacts and extracurricular activities. Kraus 
recommends that freshmen begin developing leadership and communication skills by 
joining student organizations inside and outside their field. Sophomores and juniors 
should seek internship and volunteer experiences. 

"The key is networking," Kraus advised. "In other words, talk to the people that 
are in your field. For example, when employers come to campus, participating in career 
day can be a good idea for incoming students because tp.ey can talk to a hundred 
different en:ployers." · 

1 
. 

,· i 
"The job market right now is better than it has been in the last three or four 

years," Kraus said. 'We have had more companies recruiting on campus and contacting 
us for referrals." 

Currently, the most heavily recruited fields at are engineering, computer science 
and other technical fields, Kraus said. 

Nationwide forecasts indicate that adult education, computer science and system 
analysis, and health services at! fields with jobs expected to exceed the number of 
trained people through 2005. On the other hand, corrimwtlcations, social sciences and 
financial fields will see people exceed work-force demands, according to the U. S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Starting salaries reflect supply and demand projections, according to a National 
Association of Colle·ges and Employers salary survey in July. Communications fields 
begin between $1:7,000 and $30,000 while engineering graduates can earn between 
$26,000 and $45,000 on an entry-level job. 

Given the demand and monetary differences between fields, Kraus urges students 
to pursue their dreams realistically when choosing a career. 

"If that's your dream, go for it," Kraus said, "but, know what you are getting into. 
If you are good at something, and you know what your up against, you are going to be 
successful." 

-30-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 3-7-26-95 

[Editor's Note: This is the final story in a three-part series on back-to-school issues. 
For additional comments, contact Cornelius Griffin at (806) 742-3451]. 

PEER GROUPS RAISE TI-IE GRADE 
by Josh Ben Allen 

LUBBOCK -- Pulling minority engineeijng students together into peer groups 
before they arrive on campus pushes their 1gr;ades up when classes begin, according to 
Cornelius Griffin, the director of Texas Tech University's Minority Engineering Program. 

'i 
"It has been proven that students who work together and study together in groups 

do better than those who do not," Griffin said. 

A week-long camp, August 12-20, at Texas Tech's Junction campus in South Texas 
begins the bonding process for the College of Engineering's incoming Hispanic
American, Native-American and African-American students. 

'We introduce students to . follege level work and the basic concept of collaborative 
learning," Griffin said. 1 

• • 1 •. 

',I.' 

Each day students attend six hours of classes in math, chemistry, engineering, 
English and study skills. Professional engineers introduce students to the business 
environment during the camp. 

"We give students a week of intensive review," Griffin said. "We identify areas of 
weakness so we can take care of them before students jump into the frying pan. After 
the Junction experience, students know what is expected of them at the college level." 

That review not only evaluates students to tailor their first-year schedule to 
individual needs, but also forces students together through group assignments and 
activities. For two hours every afternoon students take a break from classes for group 
recreation on the rural Junction campus. The idea is to build a community of minority 
students that will depend on each other for survival during the academic year, Griffin 
said. 

'When students come back to the Lubbock campus, they know they are part of a 
family," Griffin said. "They find friends in Junction that they would not have had 
otherwise." 

Last year, the 44 students that went to Junction averaged higher grades than 
engineering students who did not attend. 

- more -

AFfER HOURS CAIL Margaret Simon (806) 797-1888 



MINORI1Y ENGINEERING/PAGE 2 

''They outperformed non-Junction students, both minority and majority students, 
by almost an entire letter grade," Griffin said. 

During the regular academic year, the privately funded Minority Engineering 
Program continues to focus on students' academic development, Griffin said. A 
freshman seminar class is offered during the first semester. Peer advising and tutoring 
programs as well as supplemental instruction from faculty members are available 
throughout the year to any student enrolled . in the program. 

,, . 
' "There is always some event or program planned throughout the year to keep 

them focused on the goals of the 0Minority Ertgineering Program," Griffin said. "We are 
taking a pro-active stance to make sure a student doesn't get so far behind that he or 
she can't catch up." 

Texas Tech's chapter of the National Society of Black Engineers had the second 
highest grade point average, 2. 96, for a region comprised of 33 universities in 11 states. 

"Minority students tend to gravitate together. With a little encouragement and 
assistance, they will begin to ex~hange ideas. Hopefully, they will help themselves, 
depend on themselves and suppdh: themselves," Griffin said'. •. 

' . ; 
·,,.' 

Minority enrollment at Texas Tech's College of Engineering increased 34 percent 
from fall 1990 to fall 1994, the first four years of the program. The college's overall 
undergraduate population increased by only 13 percent during the same period, 
according to enrollment reports. 

"Based on the statistics, the minority engineering program is clearly a success," 
Griffin said. 

-30-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 4-7-27-95 
CONTACT: Steve Kauffman 

LUBBOCK -- Texas Sen. John T. Montford will receive the Friend of the Friends 
award from Texas Tech University's Friends of the University Library and the Southwest 
Collection on Tuesday (Aug. 1). The award will be present.ed to Montford at 8:30 a.m. 
at the conclusion of a Goals for Lubbock meeting hosted by Mayor David Langston and 
the City of Lubbock. The meeting and presentation will be in Committee Room 103 of 
Lubbock City Hall, 1625 13th St. 

Montford will receive the Friend of th.~1 Friends aw~d in recognition of his 
distinguished service and his poli: i.cal support ,of the university and its libraries. 

According to Director of Library Development and External Relations Pamela A. 
Cooper, Montford was instrumental in Texas Tech's ability to secure funding for the 
construction of the Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library. This facility 
currently is under construction and is scheduled to be completed in 1996. 

Montford's award is one of several presented recently by the libraries' 
volunteer/support group. 

'1? 
In the spring, the group presented a Friend of th~,. Friends·· award to Sharleen 

Formby Rhoads of Midland. Rhoads received the award in recognition of Southwest 
Collection contributions of the papers and books of her late husband, Marshall Formby, 
and in recognition of her financial contribution toward construction of the Southwest 
Collection/Special Collections Library. Marshall Formby was well known throughout 
West Texas from his service as Dickens County Judge, State Senator, State Highway 
Commissioner and regent for Texas Tech. He also was a newspaper editor and 
publisher, an attorney and a co-owner of several radio stations in the Texas Panhandle. 

Also recently, Robert and Bernice Moore of Lub.bock were the recipients of the 
University Library and Southwest Collection's first ''Volunteer of the Year" Award. The 
Moores received this award in recognition for their commitment of time and effort to 
provide ideas, support and assistance in conducting and hosting special events that 
support the University Library and Southwest Collections, according to Cooper. 

-30-
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MEDIA ADVISORY 
REF: 5-7-28-95 
CONTACT: Steve Kauffman 

LUBBOCK -- Advisers from the 42 fraternities and sororities at Texas Tech University will 
take part in a half-day legal issues seminar Saturday (Aug. 5) on campus. Media 
representatives are invited to cover the event and interview speakers. 

Sponsored by the Dean of Students Office, the Chapter Adviser Legal Institute will address 
risk management, alcohol ordinance and responsibility · issues affecting today's Greek 
organizations and their advisers. The seminqr will be helq from 8 a.m. to noon in Room 
203 of the Texas Tech School of Law, 19th Street and Indiana Avenue. 

. i 
Among the speakers are Dean of Students Michael Shonrock, Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission representative Rod Venner and attorneys Tommy Turner and George Nelson. 

For schedule information, contact Brandon Miller, graduate adviser for Greek life in the 
Dean of Students Office, at (806) 742-2192. 

-30-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: C-7-14-95 
CONTACT: Sandra Pulley 

LUBBOCK -- Health care professionals will learn more about helping patients deal 
with depression during a course offered by the Texas Tech Continuing Nursing 
Education Program. 

The day-long course, titled "Depression and Suicide," will begin at 9 a.m. Aug.18 
in the Packard Lab-East Classroom on Texas Tech's Junction campus. Registration 
begins at 8:30 a.m. ,, ' ' 

The class will be taught by D'Ann Ducote, Ph.D., an assistant professor in Texas 
Tech's School of Nursing. Ducote maintains a clinical practice in psychotherapy and has 
taught communications skills at the university level for several years. 

Registration for the class costs $59 before Aug.4 and $74 afterward. 

Those who successfully complete the class will be awarded five contact hours 
from the TTUHSC School of Nursing Continuing Nursing Education Program. This 
course is co-sponsored by the AbeU;Hanger Foundation. 

;,, . f 

For more information, contact Shelley Burson in the School of Nursing at 
743-2734. 

-30-
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TEXAS TECH UNIVERSrIY HEALTII SCIENCES CENTER 
July 14, 1995 

ON TI-IE ROAD AGAIN -- A doctor's note can be one of the deciding factors for some 
Texas drivers to get their licenses. . 

But many doctors who treat people with, neurological disorders are not informed 
about the Texas Department of Public Safety's rules regarding the disabled. Richard 
Dasheiff, M.D., a professor in the TTUHSC Dep~ent of Neurology, is trying to teach 
area doctors about the law and its implications for the medical community. 

"Guidelines have been set up to protect both the patient and the public," Dasheiff 
said. "Doctors need to be aware of these guidelines before they give advice about 
driving to their patients." 

For more information about driving regulations and the neurologically impaired, 
please contact Dasheiff at 743-2722. 

SCHOOL VIOLENCE -- August means more than back to school for some Texas nurses. 
Through classes at TIUHSC, scho6\ nurses are learning h~w _\o deal with violence in 
their communities. ·.,, 

''There aren't many programs targeted toward specific groups of nurses," said 
Shelley Burson, director of Continuing Nursing Education. "By offering classes targeted 
to school nurses, we are able to give them the kind of hands-on experience they need." 

The two-day workshop offered by the School of Nursing begins Aug. 10 and is 
attracting local nurses and some from as far away as Houston. Although the classes are 
usually filled, this year's workshop has been moved to a larger room to accommodate 
more participants. 

For more information about nursing education, contact Burson at 743-2734. 

D-7-14-95 For assistance on these or other stories, 
contact Sandra Pulley or Preston Lewis at 
TIUHSC News and Publications, 743-2143. 
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July 21, 1995 

MIXED SIGNALS -- The conventional wisdom that crossed eyes will correct themselves 
may be costing some children clear vision. ,, 

''The reality is that any child who develops crossed eyes after the age of six 
months, should see an ophthalmologist imrnedi tely," said Sandra Brown, M.D., 
TTUHSC's new pediatric ophthalmology specialist. "Crossed eyes can be treated, if 
caught early. They also can lead to serious vision damage if undetected." 

When a child's eyes cross inward, the brain often begins to rely on only one eye 
to transmit visual information. This causes a condition known as amblyopia, or lazy 
eye. Lazy eye, if untreated, can compromise a child's sight. 

Common remedies for lazy eye include placing a patch over the strong eye 
and/or prescribing glasses. Some cases require surgery to correct problems with the 
muscles that control the eye. 

For more information about, eye problems in children, conta.ct Brown at 
743-2020. :,II 

COUNTRY CUES -- Does isolation affect a person's views about health care? 
Susan Pollock, R.N., Ph.D., thinks so. As associate dean for research in the 

School of Nursing, Pollock is developing a rurality index to be used in planning health 
care. The index will help the school's Practice and Research Program develop rural 
health initiatives across West Texas. 

"It is not enough to use census figures to define urban versus rural populations," 
she said. "Other individual, sociological and environmental factors contribute to the 
degree of rurality. These factors include how long a person had lived in a rural area and 
the number of miles to the nearest hospital." 

For more information about the rurality index, contact Pollock at 743-2748. 

A-7-21-95 For assistance on these or other stories, 
contact Sandra Pulley or Preston Lewis at 
TTUHSC News and Publications, 743-2143. 

AITER HOURS CALL: Margaret Lutherer, University News, (806) 797-1888 / Preston Lewis, Health Sciences Center, (806) 792-1372 
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LUBBOCK -- The open roads of Texas may not be open to all drivers. 

Those with disabilities, especially neurological disorders, may need a doctor's 
approval before getting a license. But a mountain of guidelines often leaves both 
patients and their doctors confused about public safety laws. 

"Keeping the roads safe is the main issue," said Richard Dasheiff, M.D., a 
professor of neurology at the Texas Tech Univ'er,sity Health Sciences Center. "But there 
are also secondary issues, like the patients' right.s and doctors' responsibilities for the 
well-being of their patients." · 

Patients are often reluctant to give up their licenses, since many may need their 
automobiles to get to work, Dasheiff said. But even when a car is not necessary, 
reluctance remains. 

"In America, there is a certain importance placed on driving," he said. "I try to 
remind patients that they are not only a danger to others, but they could also endanger 
themselves. You can't walk away fi;~m every accident." 

• -·t 

Disorders like epilepsy, diabetes mellitus and narcof~psy can easily cause a 
patient to lose control of a vehicle, especially if the person's condition cannot be 
controlled by medication. 

"Neurological disorders constitute dangers through alteration of consciousness, 
alteration in cognition or loss of motor control," Dasheiff said. "Either one of these can 
impair one's driving ability. Losing control for even a few seconds can be deadly." 

While the driving laws are designed to prevent these types of accidents, they also 
grant driving privileges to patients with controlled problems. 

Those who have convulsive disorders, such as epilepsy, can be granted a license 
if they are under a physician's care and have no evidence of clinical seizures within a 
six-month period. These patients also may be required to get a physician's 
recommendation about their reliability in taking medication, avoiding sleep deprivation 
and fatigue and refraining from alcohol abuse. 

''This process works both ways, though," Dasheiff said. "A doctor can be 
instrumental in helping patients get their licenses, but they also have a responsibility to 
warn the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) if an unsafe patient is driving." 

-more-

ATTER HOURS CALL: Margaret Simon, University News, (806) 797-1888 / Preston Lewis, Health Sciences Center, (8o6) 792-1372 
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Although doctors are not required to report patients with neurological disorders 
to the DPS, any public citizen, including a doctor, can file. a report. 

"It does not break the doctor/patient privacy laws if a doctor informs DPS about 
a patieni," Dasheiff said. 'The public safety is considered utmost." 

These reports are held at DPS until it is time for license renewal. The person may 
then have to pass another driving test or get another form from the doctor to receive 
the license. 

'The doctor's recommendation is very important for patients seeking a license," 
Dasheiff said. "But these same doctors should' refrain from giving patients advice about 
driving that conflicts with state drivµig codes." , 

: : } 

Doctors may not realize that by giving their patients permission to drive, they are 
opening themselves up to lawsuits, Dasheiff said. Legally, only the Texas Department of 
Safety has the authority to regulate drivers. 

"There have been cases, where a doctor told a patient it was okay to drive, 
without knowing the driving regulations," Dasheiff warned. ''Then when the patient got 
in an accident, he successfully sued the doctor." 

;t 
This part of the law often is troublesome to doctol], Dasheiff said, because 

family physicians and specialists often fear they will lose business if they warn patients 
not to drive. 

''That is when larger neurology centers can come in handy," Dasheiff said. ''The 
patient can be recommended to places like the Texas Tech Health Sciences Center to get 
information. This does not place the doctor's relationship with the client in jeopardy. 

"Getting advice from an impartial third party may make patients reconsider their 
views about driving." 

It also provides the patient with the most up-to-date information about driving 
regulations, since large neurology centers often receive updates from the Texas 
Department of Public Safety. 

''To be confused about these regulations is normal," Dasheiff said. "But both 
doctors and patients need to know that there are places to tum for information." 

-30-
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LUBBOCK -- Bradley J. Monk, M.D., has been named director of gynecologic 
oncology at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center. 

Monk will be one of only a handful of doctors in West Texas treating cancers 
specific to female patients. He will practice in Lubbock and be available for consultation 
in Amarillo. 

Before assuming his new post July 24, Monk completed ·a fellowship in 
gynecologic oncology at the University of California at Irvine. Monk completed his 
residency in obstetrics and gynecology at the University of California at Los Angeles. He 
received his medical degree from the University of Arizona College of Medicine. 

In addition to publishing dozens of professional articles, Monk is conducting 
cervical and ovarian carcinoma research. 

-30-
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LUBBOCK -- Savina 0. Schoenhofer, Ph.D., has been named director of the 
graduate program for the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center School of 
Nursing. 

Schoenhofer comes to the faculty from the University of Mississippi Medical 
Center School of Nursing. She also has served on the nursing faculty at Florida Atlantic 
University and Wichita State University. Her '·area of practice is community nursing. 

Schoenhofer received her bachelor's and' master's degrees from Wichita State 
University. Her doctorate is from Kansas State University. She also has bachelor's and 
master's degrees from Wichita State in psychology and guidance and counseling. 

In addition to co-authoring two nursing textbooks, Schoenhofer serves as a peer 
reviewer for Nursing Science Quarterly and Journal of Professional Nursing. She has 
published several professional articles on nursing theory, as well as presented this 
research both nationally and internationally. 

·,. . 
Schoenhofer is active in Sigma Theta Tau, the Arn; rican Nurses Association and 

Phi Kappa Phi. 

-30-
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LUBBOCK -- Ana Valadez, Ph.D., has been named director of the undergraduate 
program for the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center School of Nursing. 

Valadez is currently an associate professor in the Robert's Practiceship. She 
joined the School of Nursing faculty in 1994. Her practice areas include gerontology, 
chronic illness, rehabilitation and nursing management. 

,, 

Formerly assistant chief of nursing service-medicine for the Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center in Houston, Valadei also held ah associate professor adjunct position at 
the University of Texas Health Sciences Center School of Nursing. She has served on 
the faculty at Texas Woman's University and the University of Texas Medical Branch 
School of Nursing. 

Valadez was named a Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing in 1993. She 
serves on the National Congress on Nursing Economics for the American Nurses 
Association. Her scholarly articles have appeared in several nursing journals, and she 
has contributed textbook chapters -~bout cultural diversity and nursing management. ' ,, 

. ~ 
,f 

Valadez received her bachelor's degree from Incarnate Word College and her 
master's degree from Boston University. She has a doctorate from Nova ·university. 

-30-
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MEDIA ADVISORY: -- You are invited to attend the dedication of the new John T. 
Montford Unit Thursday (July 27) at 11 a.m. The new psychiatric hospital is the latest 
unit in the Texas prison system to be opened by the Texas Department of Criminal Justice. 

The dedication of the Montford unit 'ni.f}rks another milestone in the cooperation 
between the TDCJ and Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center. Health sciences 
center personnel will provide the health care s~ces for the new facility. TDCJ contracts 
with TTUHSC to provide medical services for 27 prison units in West Texas. 

Sen. John T. Montford will be honored at the ceremony. Representing the TDCJ at 
the dedication will be TDCJ Executive Director Andy Collins and Senior Warden Charles 
C. Keeton of the Montford Unit. 

The Texas Tech delegation will be led by President Robert W. Lawless, Ph.D., and 
health sciences center Executive Vee President and Provost Bernhard T. Mittemeyer, M.D. 
Other Texas Tech dignitaries will ' mclude Montford Unit .Meqical Director E. Ross Taylor, 
M.D.; des Agnes Cruser, Ph.D., hospital administrator/pfogram director at the unit; and 
William Gonzalez, medical director, and James P. Laible, administrator/assistant director, 
both of the Correctional Health Services Department. 

The 550-bed facility is located on the Slaton Highway, 2.3 miles southeast of 
Loop 289. 

For more information on Texas Tech's growing role in correctional health care or 
on the Montford Unit dedication, contact Laible at (806) 743-1331. 

-30-
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NOT FOR ADULTS ONLY -- The specter of AIDS not only haunts America's streets, it 
also is affecting its nurseries as well. · , 

The Centers for Disease Control predict that between 10,000 and 20,000 
children now are infected with HIY, the virus that causes AIDS. Women and children 
are the fastest growing HN-infected populations, making up more than 14.5 percent of 
the country's reported AIDS cases. 

Fortunately, there are methods to control transmission of the disease from 
mother to child, said Richard Lampe, M.D., chairman of the TTUHSC Department of 
Pediatrics. · 

''The best way to prevent childhood AIDS and HN is to encourage voluntary 
AIDS screenings for all expectant mothers," Lampe said. ''The American Academy of 
Pediatrics is strongly recommending these screenings." 

Recent studies have shown' hat mothers who be~ ta~ng·-AIDS medication early 
in their pregnancy have a decreased chance of passing th~ disease to their children, 
Lampe said. 

For more information about pediatric AIDS, contact Lampe at 743-3088. 

A HEALTHY PARTNERSHIP -- New video equipment at the Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center is not only giving ob/gyn residents more realistic training, but it 
is also helping area women learn more about their health. 

The video colposcope is an examination tool used to detect abnormalities, 
including carcinomas of the cervix, vagina and vulva and is particularly useful in the 
evaluation of patients with abnormal pap smears. 

''The colposcope was invented in the mid 1920s," said Ted H. Forsythe, M.D., a 
TTUHSC gynecologist. "But until now we have not had the capability of capturing 
images on a television screen. This allows both patients and residents to watch and 
understand what goes on during an examination." 

The machine also allows Forsythe to print pictures taken by the colposcope video 
camera within 70 seconds using a high-tech computer printer. This provides a printed 
supplement to observation through the colposcope and on the television screen. 

For more information about colposcopy contact Forsythe at 743-3077. · 

E-7-28-95 For assistance on these or other stories, 
contact Sandra Pulley or Preston Lewis at 
TTUHSC News and Publications, 743-2143. 
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