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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 1-7-8-91 
CONTACT: Jim Barlow 

tUBBOCK -- Farmers and ranchers should be cautious if they are approached by 
individuals claiming to be loan finders and offering to help finance their endeavors, 
according to Gary Condra, Ph.D., director of the Texas Agricultural Loan Mediation 
Program. 

His office, located at Texas Tech University, has received numerous reports from 
farmers and ranchers who say they paid :,'significant sup1s of money'' in advance to 
loan finders, Condra said. The loan finders 

1

have disappeared, he said. 
i 

Many farmers and ranche'rs have had difficulty obtaining conventional loans 
because of the economy, making them more susceptible to unregistered and 
unscrupulous loan finders who claim the ability to locate financing for their 
operations, Condra said. 

"A producer should use extreme caution in paying up-front finder's fees to even a 
registered and bonded loan finder," he said. "But under no circumstances should a 
producer pay an up-front find~( s fee to a loan finder who is not both registered and 
bonded." ' •. 

. ,f 
,,,.' 

Loan finders who do not work under the auspices of financial institutions, 
licensed real estate brokers, licensed attorneys, registered securities dealers and 
long-term real estate lenders must be registered with the Texas Secretary of State's 
office, under Chapter 18 of the Texas Business and Commerce Code. 

It is illegal for a loan finder who is not registered and bonded for $10,000 to 
advertise for, solicit or charge an up-front finder's fee to arrange credit, Condra noted. 

Condra suggests that agricultural producers who are approached by loan finders 
call the Secretary of State's office at (512) 475-2815 to check on the individual's 
registration or find whether there are pending litigation or unresolved complaints 
against the person. 

Calls to the Texas Attorney General's office, (512) 463-2070, and local offices of 
the Better Business Bureau can determine if there have been complaints from other 
producers, Condra added. 

He also suggests that a written contract that includes an escape clause be 
completed and approyed by an attorney and that producers not pay for services until 
the sought-after finances have been received. 

- 30 -

AFTER HOURS CALL: Margaret Simon (806) 797-1888 



MEDIA ADVISORY 

News & Publications 

Lubbock, TX 79409-2022 
(806) 742-2136 
FAX (806) 742-1615 

MEDIA ADVISORY 
REF: 2-7-8-91 
CONTACT: Myrna Whitehead 

[MEDIA ADVISORY: Media representatives are invited to attend the TIU/GTE-PREP 
program model dragster races at 9 a.m. Wednesday (July 10) in the High Bay Laboratory 
in the Mechanical Engineering Building at Texas Tech University. 

Twenty-eight ninth- and tenth-grade students who are pursuing the engineering and 
science curriculum of the program will compete in the contests. The students, divided into 
14 two-member teams, made the model diagster from kits. Each car will be powered by 
a carbon dioxide cartridge. 

i 
The dragster kits were donated by Edward Anderson, Ph.D., chairman of the department 
of mechanical engineering. Anderson will oversee the races and conduct aerodynamics 
studies in the department's underwater tow tank using two of the fastest cars. 

For additional information on the ·races, contact Derald Walling, Ph.D., director of the 
TIU/GTE-PREP program, at (806) 742-2585.] 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
RE.F: A-7-9-91 
CONTACT: Preston Lewis 

LUBBOCK -- More than 560 nurses taking continuing nursing education 
programs through the Texas Tech Health Sciences Center have benefited from a grant 
which allows them to take courses for about a third of the , average cost nationally. 

The Abell-Hanger Foundation of Midland has provided $30,000 a year for the 
past two years to support continuing nursing education programs through the Texas 
Tech School of Nursing. ,, · · 

Helen Cox, R.N., Ed.D., associate dean ttor continuing nursing education, 
reported that the Abell-Hanger Foundation support has helped Texas Tech reduce its 
average daily cost for continuing education programs from $69 to $26. The average 
cost for a one-day continuing nursing education course nationally is $72. 

The grant, Cox said, has helped reduce the overhead on continuing nursing 
education programs and lessen the direct costs to nurses. 

'With the foundation's helg," Cox said, "we have in essence been providing an 
average scholarship of $43 to each nurse attending a c~

1
}1rs~ through our program." 

Beginning in September, the State Board of Nursing Examiners will require 
nurses to participate in continuing education to maintain licensure, said Texas Tech 
Nursing Dean Teddy L. Langford, R.N., Ph.D. 

"Use of continuing nursing education programs will continue to rise because of 
these requirements," Langford said. "The support by the Abell-Hanger Foundation is 
helping Texas Tech keep the costs of continuing education courses within the reach of 
practicing nurses." 
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REF: 3-7-9-91 

INTERSf ATE AMERICA 

By James R. Reckner 
,., 

I barely mention the Eisenhower Adn1inistration's Highway Act of 1956 in my 

freshman history classes. Discussfon of that 1kw, which authorized $31 billion to build 

41,000 miles of interstate highways over 13 years, is too often overshadowed by the 

end of the Korean War and the beginnings of American involvement in Vietnam. 

By the 1956 Highway Act had far-reaching effects upon American society. The 

interstate highway system was mtended principally to provide a,n efficient network for 
;,J. , / 

military use. In the process, though, it strengthened the tourist industry, contributed to 

the further decline of the railway system, and caused an expansion of suburbia. It also 

reconfirmed America's enduring love affair with the automobile and in the process wed 

us -- permanently, it seems -- to dependence upon Middle East oil, and all of the 

complications that dependence has brought us. 

In 1961, as a young sailor recently discharged from a ship homeported in 

Boston, I hitchhiked across America on my way to re-enlist in the Pacific Fleet. 

Construction was only then beginning on the Interstate System. Last summer I drove 

east along the completed system enroute to Washington, D.C., to do some research. 

Travelling alone, I had time to reflect on some of the changes these magnificent 

highways have wrought in the three decades since that earlier trip. 
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After leaving Lubbock I headed east on I-40, one of the system's great East-West 

thoroughfares, stretching about 2,500 miles from California to North Carolina. It was 

about 800 miles from my entry point at the Amarillo on.::ramp to the Mississippi River, 

which I crossed at noon the next day. 

By then, though, I was experiencing ~orne misgivings .. I had travelled nearly 

1,000 miles but had seen very little of the c·buntryside. Thanks to the special skills of 

the interstate highway designers, we travel along highways specifically isolated from 

the population centers. Yes, the ci~ traffic is avoided that way, but we also miss the 

sights and sounds, the "feel" of the cities and towns along the route. "Limited Access 

Highway'' takes on new meaning on an interstate highway . 
. f 

Determined to break out of this designer-imposed restriction, I drove off onto a 

parallel road in Tennessee. Along its two well-paved lanes I hoped to recapture some 

of the feelings of my much earlier trip. I was determined to patronize the older service 

stations where you still meet human beings at the gas pump, rather than surreal 

images encased in the protective glass of a cashier's booth. And I wanted to avoid fast

food restaurants and the standardized, styrofoam-encased "meals." 

It took me only a few hours to discover that the good old days of passing 

through every town, with 25 mile-per-hour speed limits, no longer suited me. The 

small gas station I stopped at sold gas at about 15 cents a gallon more than the big 

stations along I-40. And the family-operated roadside restaurants, particularly those 

silver-sided ones reminiscent of railway cars, are just about things of the past. 
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Chastened, I returned to I-40; but now I reexamined my surroundings. It struck 

me that entirely new communities have sprung up along the interstates. These 

communities are 2,000 miles or more long and only about one mile wide: 

transcontinental ribbon communities, they transcend hundreds of local jurisdictions. 

Sharing the common bond of the highway, ''and the comm'on employment of service to 

the highway's users, they could only exist in ihe highly mobile society I like to call 

Interstate America. 

Recognizing that sense of common interests, the I-40 Country News caters to one 

of these exceptional communities. "If Its On I-40 Its News" its banner proclaims. 

Reporting is heavily country and \western oriented, and directe~. to the highway's most 
;,I! , f 

frequent users, the professional truck drivers. Advertising spans the entire length of 

the highway from California to North Carolina. And nowhere else, I suspect, could you 

learn the itinerary of Miss Truck Stop America. 

Like that young sailor of 30 years ago, the users of today's highways have 

changed considerably. Hitchhikers are few and far between these days, and few seem 

to be the clean-cut type that I, a former hitchhiker, would be inclined to pick up. A 

sign just west of Oklahoma City warned, "Hitch Hikers May Be Escaping Inmates." 

From what or where the sign didn't say. Now there's food for thought. So I continued 

my trip alone ... with my car doors locked. 
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Here's something I discovered about myself along I-40: I actually enjoyed driving 

long distances -- distances that would have been impossible in the pre-interstate days. 

Six hundred miles in a single day seemed a short run. I Was getting a "highway high" 

from the trip. "Getting there," to use the tired phrase, "had become half the fun." 

Although I nostalgically remembered the cisual pace of travel before the interstates, I 

could no longer be satisfied with · it. 

And so, I joined the mainstream of Interstate America: cadillacs from California 

with prestige plates; yuppies in BMWs from New York (one of which had plates which 

pronounced itself, or its owner, "MARVLUS"); truckers from all points; and the great 

bulk of travellers in unremarkable cars like mine, making unre~arkable trips. 
;,I! • t 

On my return trip I became convinced I had done the right thing by rejoining the 

interstate crowd when I discovered a sign near Shamrock, Texas, directing me to exit 

there to see "Historic Route 66." The highway that had been the stuff of dreams of my 

generation was now "historic!" I didn't take the detour. 

A retired naval officer, James R. Reckner, Ph.D., teaches American history and is the 
director of the Center for the Study of the Vietnam Conflict at Texas Tech University. 
He will repeat his eastward journey this summer to take up a one-year appointment to 
the Secretary of the Navy's Research Chair in Naval History. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
.REF: 4-7-10-91 
CONTACT: Jennifer LeNoir 

LUBBOCK -- The Division of Continuing Education at Texas Tech University will 
offer a three-hour seminar titled "Take Charge of Your Life." The seminar will be held 
9-12 a.m. July 13 and repeated 6:30-9:30 p.m. July 18. 

The seminar will assist participants in answering questions about themselves 
such as: Do you really know who you are? Do you know what assets, skills, strengths 
and abilities you already possess? Who is1,' 11in charge" of•your life? 

I 

The registration fee for either seminair is $40. 

For registration and information call the Division of Continuing Education at 
745-3300 or at 742-2352 Ext. 249. Phone registration may be charged to VISA or 
MasterCard, or individuals may register at Continuing Education offices in the Center 
for Innovation, 2579 S. Loop 289,' or on the Texas Tech campus at the comer of 15th 
Street and Akron Avenue. 

-30-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 5-7-10-91 
CONTACT: Jennifer LeNoir 

'_"LUBBOCK -- The Division of Continuing Education at Texas Tech University will 
offer continuing education unit credit for three separate workshops in July. 

f'. l 

A one-day workshop titled "Adjustment and Identity after Separation, Divorce, or 
Death of a Spouse" will be held 9-12 a.m. and 1-5 p.m . . July 20 at the Continuing 
Education Office in the Center for Innovation, 2579 S. Loop 289. 

)! ' I 

The workshop will focus on the proce'sses of separation, divorce and widowhood, 
which involve numerous persol)-al and lifescyle changes that often are considered 
0.difficult and painful. Emphasis will be on the stages of recovery, single life, 
assertiveness, stress, anxiety and communication skills. Terry Waldren, Ph.D., will be 
the instructor. The registration fee is $49. Participants may earn .7 CEU credits upon 
completion of the workshop. 

A second workshop on "Adolescents in Crises: Gangs, Guns, Ganos, 
Guardianship, Girl Parents" is scheduled from 8:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. July 20 in Room 
120 of the Home Economics $1f1ding on the Texas Tech campus. Participants will 
review the psychosocial and pnysiological characteris?-cs _pf adolescents in crisis, 
receive an update on the gang situation in public sch'.6ols, learn about current legal 
procedures unique to dealing with at-risk adolescents and become familiar with ways 
to assist the identified adolescents, their parents, siblings, peers, teachers and other 
people with whom they associate. 

The workshop is approved for six hours of MT, LPC, CEU and T AADAC credit. 
The instructor will be Jeannine C. Foster, Ed.D., the advance registration fee is $59, 
which includes lunch. Registration at the door will be $65. 

Participants in the workshop titled i'Adventures in Attitude" will meet 7-9 p.m. 
July 16, 18 and 23 at the Center for Innovation and may earn .75 CEU credits upon 
completion of the course. The workshop will focus on helping participants learn how 
to build a successful life by developing positive attitudes toward themselves and 
others, and also will help individuals learn to understand others through effective 
listening. The instructor is Terry Waldren, Ph.D. The registration fee is $49. 

For registration and information call the Division of Continuing Education at 
745-3300 or at 742-2352 Ext. 249. Phone registration may be charged to VISA or 
MasterCard, or individuals may register at Continuing Education offices in the Center 
for Innovation or ort the Texas Tech campus at the comer of 15th Street and Akron 
Avenue. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 7-7-10-91 
CONTACT: Jennifer LeNoir 

LUBBOCK -- The Lubbock Lake Landmark will host a mid-summer open house for 
the public featuring special demonstrations Saturday and Sunday (July 20-21). 

The Robert "Bob" Nash Interpretive Center will be open 9 a.rn. to Sp.rn. Saturday 
and 1-5 p.rn. Sunday. Guided tours of the site will regulary depart from the center 
until 3:30 p.rn. each day. Special dernonstrc;1tions will be offered in flintknapping, 
beadworking, hide tanning and basket making. ' 

Interpretive Center exhibits· will includei a new installment of "Reading on the 
Dirt" and a new exhibit created by the Museum of Texas Tech University on the 
Plainview Period on the Southern High Plains. 

The Landmark State Historical . Park is located at Northwest Loop 289 and Clovis 
Highway. For more information, contact the education office at the Bob Nash 
Interpretive Center at 742-1116 or call the Museum of Texas Tech University's 
Education Division at 742-2456. 

·, ' 
-30- :,,.' , f 



MEDIA ADVISORY 

News & Publications 
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CALENDAR WEEK JULY 12-19 
REF: 8-7-11-91 

FAX (806) ,742-1615 CONTACT: News and Publications 

(MEDIA ADVISORY: This Texas Tech calendar is compiled to let you know of 
upcoming events and releases and to serve as a reminder of releases already 
sent. If you need more information, call News and Publications at 742-2136.) 

JUL 12 

JUL 13 

JUL 14 

JUL 15 

JUL 16 

Summer session I final examinations through July 13 

Summer session I universicy final exarnir].ations end 
r 

Students without -reservations for summer session II must vacate 
residence halls · - , -

Shake Hands With Your Future, session III, sponsored by the Institute 
for the Gifted, through July 27 

Summer session II registration for new students 

Residence halls 8 pen for new occupants, 10 a.m. 

Summer session II classes begin 

Y.E.S. Project 1991 Summer Institute 
TTHSC campus through July 17 

-30-
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Lubbock, TX 79409-2022 
(806) 742-2136 
FAX (806) 742-1615 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 9-7-11-91 
CONTACT: Steve Kauffman 

(Editor's Note: A resident of your area is included in this release.) 

LUBBOCK -- High school and college counselors from Texas, New Mexico and 
Colorado recently attended Counselor Conference 1991 at Texas Tech University. 

Among the activities during the three-day conference were presentations by 
university administrators and workshops on admission standards, financial aid and 
counseling services. Participants, also toured facilities on the 1,836-acre main campus 
shared by the university and the Texas Teen University Health Sciences Center. 

Among the participants were: 

Lynda Barksdale of Amarillo, Amarjllo College. 
Paul Bowers of Denison, Grayson County College. 
Helen Cole of Plano, Plano East High School. 
Joseph Dameron of Denton, University of North Texas. 
Linda Esquibel of Santa Fe, N.M.; Capital High School. 
John Fuller of Englewood, Colo.; Cherry Creek High 6chdol. 
Carolina Garza of Pharr, Pharr-San Juan-Alamo High School. 
Rhoma Hughes of Pasadena, San Jacinto College. 
Dusty Johnston of Big Spring, Howard County College. 
Leon Kilpatrick of Temple, Temple Junior College. 
Staphanie Kordas of Amarillo, Amarillo College. 
Sherrie Lang of Odessa, Odessa College. 
Mary Helen Maldonado of Temple, private consultant. 
Doug McLaughlin of University City, Randolph High School. 
Jennifer Montano of Albuquerque, N.M.; Valley High School. 
Liz Pacheco of Santa Fe, N.M.; Santa Fe High School. 
Yolanda Paras of Plano, Plano High School. 
David Park of Keller, Keller High School. 
Larry Patterson of Amarillo, Amarillo College. 
LaRae Phillips of Odessa, Odessa College. 
Pamela Polk of Denison, Grayson County College. 
John Prezas of Corpus Christi, Del Mar College. 
David Rix of Burkburnett, Burkburnett High School. 
Lois Sibert of Plano, Plano East High School. 
Belinda Simons of Pharr, Pharr San Juan Alamo High School. 
Gloria Smith of Rio Grande, Rio Grande City High School. 
James Taylor of Temple, Temple Junior College. 
Paula Vastine of Hurst, Tarrant County Junior College. 
Gwen Walker of Van, John Tyler High School. 
Chris Willingham of Pharr~ Pharr San Juan-Alamo High School. 

AFTER HOURS CAll: Margaret Simon 806) 797-1888 
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Sheri Wise of Plano, Plano High School. 
Virg4)ia Wylie of El Paso, Burges High School. 
Olga Zanker of El Paso, Burges High School. 
Efrain Zuniga of Clute, Brazoswood High School. 

-30-
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(806) 743-2143 
FAX (806) 743-2118 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: B-7-11-91 
CONT ACT: Preston Lewis 

LUBBOCK -- A new Occupational Therapy Clinic has been opened in the Texas 
Tech Health Sciences Center to provide pediatric, adult and geriatric rehabilitation, 
independent living skills training and a variety of other services. 

Clinical Director Lawrence W. Faulkner, a biomedical engineer and an 
occupational therapist, said the clinic is open to the public for initial evaluations and, 
by physician referral, for a variety of therap

1

eutic services.' ' Staff members include 
specialists in psycho-social, pediatric and adult rehabilitation as well as neuro
rehabilitation, rehabilitation technology and wheelchair modifications. 

In addition to outpatient services, clinical staff also offer services on a 
contractual basis to outside agencies needing direct client treatment, evaluations, 
consultation services, in-service trmrupg and adaptation of living or community 
environments. 

Faulkner said the clinic can assist people with a variety of needs, including 
vocational adaptation, cognitive ire-training, physical rehabilitatiqn and psycho-social 
re-training. Potential clients would include people with,,.developmental disabilities, 
cerebral palsy, strokes, geriatric needs and other problems. 

Clinic personnel can help employers provide suitable rehabilitation after on-the
job injuries and can help employers modify their work environment in accordance with 
the new requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Consultation and 
staff training on employment and hiring policies for personnel with disabilities are 
available through certified ADA trainers. 

The clinic is certified for Medicare patients. 

The clinic is in Room 3C107 of the health sciences center building. Information 
on it and its services is available by calling 743-3240. The clinic is operated by the 
department of occupational therapy in the School of Allied Health. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: C-7-11-91 
CONT ACT: Preston Lewis 

LUBBOCK -- The Texas Tech Health Sciences Center has received $367,900 
from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to fund the third year of its 
MEDNET rural health service demonstration project. 

Third-year funding for MEDNET also includes $585,278 from Texas Tech. 
MEDNET now serves 27 rural Texas hospitc!,ls stretching from the Gulf Coast to the 
Big Bend region. · '· · , , 1 

MEDNET provides those sites three hohrs a week of live continuing education 
programing designed to meet the needs of hospital staff, doctors, nurses, allied health 
practitioners, administrators and board members. The programs are transmitted by 
satellite to participating sites where hospital employees can watch on television sets 
and ask questions of the presenters. 

Additionally, MEDNET has installed a two-way interactive video system in 
hospitals in Alpine and Fort Stockton. Through the system, Texas Tech specialists 
more than 200 miles away can «xamine by television patients ¥fith problems doctors 
in those communities want medical consultations on. 'J;;hrough the first week in July, 
53 medical consultations had been completed using this system. The system also can 
transmit X-rays and lab readings from those hospitals to Texas Tech for interpretation 
and evaluation by Texas Tech specialists. 

The grant is part of a three-year $1.92 million grant from the federal agency. 
Texas Tech has provided the equivalent of $2.18 million in personnel and equipment 
costs to develop MEDNET. AT&T has provided $170,000 in equipment support and 
Southwestern Bell has given a grant of $150,000 to MEDNET. 

Hospitals receiving MEDNET services are located in the following Texas 
communities: Alpine, Andrews, Big Lake, Big Spring, Borger, Bowie, Canadian, 
Colorado City, Cuero, Deleon, Denver City, Dumas, Fort Stockton, Friona, Hale 
Center, Lamesa, Monahans, Muleshoe, Pecos, Plainview (2), Post, Port Lavaca, Rotan, 
Seminole, Tahoka and Van Hom. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: D-7-11-91 
CONT ACT: Preston Lewis 

'LUBBOCK -- Garza Memorial Hospital in Post has become the 26th hospital to 
join Texas Tech MEDNET, a communication network providing continuing education 
and medical consultations through the Texas Tech Universi,ty Health Sciences Center. 

MEDNET Executive Director J. Ted Hartman, M.D., -and Garza Memorial 
Administrator Maritta Reed announced the affiliation. MEDNET provides a variety of 
telecommunication services, including satellite broadcasts, of continuing education 
programs to health care providers at affiliated sites . 

. i 
Through MEDNET broadcasts, health care providers receive live programs 

without having to leave the hospital. Through a two-way audio hookup, participants 
at each site are also able to ask questions of presenters. MEDNET provides three 
hours a week of live programs designed for physicians, nurses, allied health 
practitioners and even hospital board members. Programs are accredited and count 
toward the continuing education requirements set by licensing boards of the various 
health professions. 

Participating hospitals pui~hase communications _eqajpment, including a satellite 
dish for receiving signals. Then hospitals pay a monthly fee for programming to meet 
their specific needs. 

"MEDNET helps rural hospitals overcome their isolation by giving all their staff 
direct interaction with medical specialists," Hartman said. "Because the staff can 
receive programs in the hospital, it ultimately reduces travel and other expenses 
necessary for staff to meet continuing education requirements." 

Hospitals participating in MEDNET stretch from Port Lavaca on the south to 
Canadian on the north and from Bowie on the east to Van Hom on the west. 

MEDNET has also developed a two-way interactive video link between Texas 
Tech and hospitals in Alpine and Fort Stockton. The video network allows physicians 
in those West Texas communities to consult with health sciences center specialists. 
Patients at the hospitals can be televised to the specialists at Texas Tech to discuss 
their health problems. This video system using telephone lines can ultimately be 
expanded to other hospitals as well. 

MEDNET is funded by Texas Tech and the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services with support from AT&T and Southwestern Bell telephone. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 10-7-11-91 
CONTACT: Jim Barlow 

LUBBOCK -- A computer education exhibit displayed by C. Boyd Ramsey, Ph.D., a 
professor of animal science at Texas Tech University, earned a first-place plaque in the 
American Meat Science Association's annual Reciprocal Meat Conference. 

Ten universities were represented in tµe conference, held June 9-12 at Kansas 
State University in Manhattan, Kan. ,, · ' 

Ramsey's education exhibit ·''How We T~ach Our Students Computer Literacy" 
covered four of the teaching programs that he uses in his classes. He also displayed a 
program written by one of his students. 

Ramsey's teaching programs are used by sophomores, juniors and seniors in the 
College of Agricultural Sciences' department of animal science. 
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MEDIA ADVISORY 
E.EF: 11-7-11-91 
CONTACT: Steve Kauffman 

IMAGE PROCESSING APPLlCATIONS CONTINUE TO BROADEN 

LUBBOCK -- Texas Tech University information systems researchers have developed an 
image processing computer program that is improving military satellite surveillance and 
assisting underground petroleum recovery as well as continuing in its original application 
of enhancing quality control in computer chip manufacturing . . , ' 

The project began four years ago to perfect ' computerized evaluations of manufacturing 
defects in computer chips. Six faculty members and 22 students helped to develop the 
program. Currently, the image processing system is passing tests in actual production 
conditions at MCC Corp., a software manufacturer in Austin. 

The computer process takes only a few minutes to inspect one silicon wafer, which 
contains several hundred chips. Humans in the manual process use a microscope to study 
the wafer and can spend up to one hour to do the same work. The speed and accuracy 
of image processing could allow for 100-percent inspection of a manufacturing lot, 
whereas human inspection affoAds only sample inspections of each lot. 

,, 
' ,f 

The U.S. Department of Defense has used the comput~r program in unclassified tests to 
enable satellites to search for designated ground objects and selectively transmit 
digitalized images which then are made into photographs for humans to study. The new 
procedure may replace a costly and time-consuming method in which satellites transmit 
a continuous chain of digitalized images that are converted into photographs for humans 
to inspect for signs of specific ground objects. 

The computer program also has been tested by the oil industry for determining the 
accessibility of oil at a drilling site. As drilling progresses, random samples of earth are 
expelled. With image processing, ground samples are studied at various depths to 
determine the permeability of rock formations and the possibility of procuring oil through 
the rock capillaries. 

Researchers have more image processing applications waiting to be tested. Among them 
are computerized analysis of basket weaving patterns for classification of museum artifacts 
and optical character recognition of serial numbers to sort wafers for different inspections. 

SOURCE: 
A. Kathleen Hennessey, Ph.D., (806) 742-1609 
Director of the Institute for Studies in Organizational Automation and Associate Professor 
of Information Systems and Quantitative Sciences in the Texas Tech University College 
of Business Administration 
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DOC IN A BOX -- When general practitioners in Alpine need a place to tum for 
medical specialists, they tum on that box called television. The television ties them in 
with Texas Tech MEDNET, a telecommunications system which is helping rural health 
care providers overcome their professional isolation. Through the first week in July, 
MEDNETs two-way, interactive video system had been used for 53 medical 
consultations between Texas Tech medical ,;experts and ~pine physicians with their 
patients. For instance, MEDNET put Alpine 

1
doctors in touch with a neonatologist who 

helped save a newborn with a critical breathjng problem and with a radiologist who 
studied X-rays by 1V and ruled out a compression fracture of the spine for a patient 
injured in an accident. MEDNET Executive Director J. Ted Hartman, M.D., said this 
communications technology offers hope for improving health care delivery in rural 
areas. For more on MEDNET and how the consultation services are helping doctors 
and patients in Alpine, contact Hartman at (806) 743-2233. 

GENERATION GAP -- It's what separates the old from the young in so many ways, but 
some area teens and senior citi?:ens are closing that gap with the help of a pilot 
project supported in part by the' TTHSC. Regenerating R1:1fal America: Youth 
Exchanging with Seniors (Y.E.S.) was developed last year to initiate voluntary, 
community-based service programs to help the rural elderly in 20 West Texas counties 
maintain independent living status. Youth groups of 4-H Club and Future 
Homemakers of America are trained to assist the elderly in their rural communities. 
During the project's second annual summer institute Tuesday and Wednesday (July 16-
17) at the TTHSC, area youth will be given a new perspective of the elderly 
population through various workshops, says Sheryl Boyd, Ed.D., co-director of the 
project. The workshop also serves as a training session for area home economics 
teachers and county extension agents in providing voluntary services for senior 
citizens. Co-sponsors of the project are the Texas Tech College of Home Economics, 
the Texas Agricultural Extension Service and the TTHSC. For more on the Y.E.S. 
project or the upcoming institute, contact the Y.E.S. office at (806) 742-3189. 

E-7-12-91 

For assistance on these or other stories, 
contact Kim Davis or Preston Lewis at 
TTHSC News and Publications, 
(806) 743-2143. 

AITER HOURS CALL: Margaret Simon, University News, (806) 797-1888 / Preston Lewis, Health Sciences Center, (806) 792-1372 
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'_LUBBOCK -- J.R. Goodin, dean of the Texas Tech University College of Arts and 
Sciences, died this morning in Dallas Methodist Medical Center after a brief illness. 

Funeral services are pending. 

Earlier this year, Goodin, 56, announced his retirement from administration to 
return to teaching and research as a prof~ssor in the deJ?artment of biological sciences 
effective Aug. 31. ' , ' 

"Dean Goodin's death is ~ enormous iloss to Texas Tech. He not only was a 
gifted scientist and researcher, but also an excellent administrator, a caring teacher 
and a friend to students and faculty," said Donald R. Haragan, executive vice president 
and provost at Texas Tech. 

Goodin gained international acclaim as a biologist by growing cotton fibers in a 
test tube, a patented process he first announced in 1985. 

He had been at Texas T~~h since 1970. He has previously served as Deputy 
Director of the Center for Arid and Semi-Arid Land Studies from 1982-84 and as the 
chairman of the department of biological sciences from 1984-1985. 

He was named dean of the College of Arts and Sciences in 1987 after serving as 
interim dean from 1985-8 7. 

He received his bachelor's degree in 1955 from Texas Tech, his master's degree 
in 1958 from Michigan State University, and his doctorate in 1967 from UCLA. 
Goodin served as an assistant professor of biology at the University of 
California-Riverside before coming to Texas Tech. 
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