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LUBBOCK -- The 1,000th recipient of a medical degree and the first two 
recipients of master's degrees in nursing from Texas Tech will be among the 200-plus 
students honored Saturday (May 19) in Texas Tech Health Sciences Center 
commencement ceremonies. · 

Sen. Chet Brooks, dean of the Texas-Senate and chairman of the Senate 
I ' I 

Committee on Health and Human Services; will deliver the commencement address in 
health sciences center ceremonies, beginning, at 3 p.m. in the Exhibit Hall of Lubbock 
Memorial Civic Center. ' • 

The health sciences center commencement will be preceded at 1 p.m. by 
individual ceremonies for the School of Allied Health in the University Theater, the 
School of Medicine in the Civic Center Exhibit Hall and the School of Nursing in the 
Civic Center Theater. 

Graduating medical student Steven J. Coulter will be the 1,000th recipient of a 
medical degree from the Texas ·itech School of Medicine. He will be among the 96 
medical degree, four doctoral degree and one master's ;;:degfee recipients honored by 
the School of Medicine at the 1990 ceremonies. 

The Texas Tech School of Medicine conferred its first medical degree in 1974. 
Including the 1990 graduates, the School of Medicine over the last 16 years has 
awarded 1,081 medical degrees, 53 doctoral degrees and 26 master's degrees. 

The School of Nursing will mark a milestone of its own with the awarding of 
its first two master's degrees. The recipients will be Vicki Young Johnson and Mary 
Kaye Villalba. The School of Nursing will also award bachelor's -degrees to 61 
students, bringing to 306 the number of bachelor's degrees awarded since 1983. 

For the School of Allied Health the Class of 1990 includes 10 clinical laboratory 
science graduates, 21 physical therapy graduates and 18 occupational therapy 
students. This year's class will bring to 221 the number of degrees conferred by the 
School of Allied Health since its first graduating class in 1985. 

Preceding the Saturday commencement activities, the School of Medicine's 
Senior Awards Ceremony is scheduled at 10:30 a.m. Friday in Room 5B148 of the 
health sciences center. The School of Nursing's graduation banquet and pin 
presentation is scheduled at 7:30 p.m. Friday in the Lubbock Plaza. 
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- LUBBOCK -- When Steven J. Coulter and Vicki Young Johnson accept their 
diplomas Saturday (May 19) from the Texas Tech Health Sciences Center, their 
personal accomplishments will mark major milestones for their respective schools . 

Coulter will walk across the stage as the School of Medicine's 1,000th medical 
degree recipient and Johnson will accept th.e first master's degree offered by the 
School of Nursing. They are among 213 degree candidates who will be recognized 
during 1990 commencement. 

Coulter's and Johnson's places in health sciences center history are testaments 
not only to their hard work but also to the luck of the alphabet. Johnson and Mary 
Kaye Villalba will receive nursing's first two master's degrees, but since Johnson's 
name comes first in the alphabet, she'll actually get the first degree. Coulter's name 
just happened to come up at the right time on the School of Medicine's graduation 
roster. 

"For our graduates," saiq ffTHSC Executive Vice President and Provost Bernhard 
T. Mittemeyer, "commencement is the end of one aspe;~f of their lives and the 
beginning of another. But for our institution of medical education, commencement is 
the continuation of a growth process." 

"The awarding of our thousandth medical degree represents our young center's 
past successes and the conferring of our first master's degrees in nursing represents 
our future _growth," Mittemeyer said. "Both are important milestones for the Texas 
Tech Health Sciences Center." 

Coulter is an atypical medical student, graduating from Wayland Baptist in 
1978 with a degree in radio-TV and working for eight years at KVOP-AM and KATX
FM in Plainview. His career change was sparked by his wife's work as a nurse for 
James Robins, a family practitioner in Plainview and now on the health sciences 
center faculty. 

"When Sonia spoke of her work, I found it interesting and I decided that was 
what I wanted to do," he said. 

That decision meant seven years of study, three at Texas Tech University to 
take the necessary science courses and four more in medical school. And during that 
time, his family grew from his wife and daughter Candice, now 9, to include Jennifer, 
age 5, and Joe James, 18 months. 
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-When he graduates, he will move to Dallas, where he grew up, and will serve a 
four-year residency in obstetrics/gynecology at the University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical School. 

"I thought I would go into family medicine because I liked the ongoing doctor
patient relationship," Coulter said. "With obstetrics I found I could maintain that 
relationship and spend time in surgery, which I enjoy. I just love delivering babies. 
It's a happy time in the hospital and there '·ai;en't many happy times in the hospital." 

Ultimately, Coulter would like to teach, possibly at the Texas Tech Health 
Sciences Center. 

For Johnson, her master's in nursing is just another step in her teaching career. 
She currently serves on the faculty of the Methodist Hospital School of Nursing 
where she graduated as a registered nurse in 1979. She received her bachelor's 
degree in nursing from Texas Tech in 1984 and after receiving her master's she plans 
to pursue a doctorate in nursing because she loves working with students. 

:, 
' "I enjoy the students and their enthusiasm," Jo}w:;ol'l said. "It keeps you on top 

of everything, forcing you to stay current in the academic as well as the clinical 
aspects of nursing." 

Her responsibilities at Methodist have included pediatric instruction in the 
hospital's nursing school, supervising students in the clinical areas and working on call 
in the medical surgical area. 

In addition to working full time at Methodist and taking a full load of graduate 
work, Johnson is a single parent rearing a 5-year-old daughter, Taylor. 

"It certainly has kept me busy, but it can be done. You just need to take it one 
semester at time," she said. 

-30-



NEWS RELEASE 

T£~§.hI!;,~tl 
News and Publications 

Lubbock, TX 79409-2022 
(806) 742-2136 
FAX (806) 742-1615 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
REF: 3-5-16-90 
CONTACT: Myrna Whitehead 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: A student from your area is included in this release.) 

LUBBOCK -- The department of psychology at Texas Tech University recently 
honored its outstanding graduate students. 

Roseanne DiBello, teaching assistant, was granted the $4,000 South Plains 
Fellowship in Psychology for her current research project on individuals in physically 
abusive relationships. DiBello received her b?chelor's degree in psychology from 
Ursinus College in Collegeville, Pa. She is th~ daughter of Lawrence and Ann DiBello 
of Springfield, Pa. 

The fellowship is sponsored by the South Plains Foundation, an outgrowth of 
the South Plains Dialysis Center of Lubbock, which was established to foster health 
care services through grants and awards to tax-free institutions and agencies in the 
South Plains area. 

Terry Laquatra received ;fihe Chair's Excellence in Teaching Award. She is the 
' daughter of Chester and Shirley Laquatra of Sagamor~J -:Iilis, Ohio. 

Bill Adams and Alex Chaparro received the Chair's Excellence in Research 
Award. Chaparro is the son of Jose and Tita Chaparro of Palm Bay, Fla. 

Jill Inman, daughter of Chris and Margie Inman of Albuquerque, N.M., won 
the Andreychuk Leadership Award. Kurt Holzhausen was presented the Graduate 
School Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor in Psychology Award. He is the son of 
Louise Spencer of Palm Springs, Fla. 
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(MEDIA ADVISORY: This Texas Tech calendar is compiled to let you know of 
upcoming events and releases and to serve as a reminder of releases already 
sent. If you need more information, call News and Publications at 742-2136.) 

MAY18 

MAY19 

MAY20 

Conference -- "Legal Update," by Gail Friend and Kip Poe, 
attorneys for the Houstqn law firm o'f Fulbright & Jaworski 
sponsored as part of the, continuing nursing education program 
8:30 a.m. to4:45 p.m., ITHSC Room 2C103 

School of Medicine Senior Awards Ceremony 
10:30 a.m., TTHSC 2B152 

Graduation ban.quet and pin presentation 
sponsored by the School of Nursing 
7:30 p.m., ,Lubbock Plaza Hotel 

:, 
Military awards ceremony ~:,, " 
sponsored by the School of Medicine 
9:30 a.m., TTHSC Room 5A100 

School of Allied Health hooding ceremony 
1 p.m., Texas Tech University Theater 

School of Medicine doctoral hooding ceremony 
1 p.m., Lubbock Memorial Civic Center Exhibit Hall 

School of Nursing hooding ceremony 
3 p.m., Lubbock Memorial Civic Center Exhibit Hall 

Texas Tech Health Science Center general commencement 
3 p.m., Lubbock Memorial Civic Center Exhibit Hall 

Guest recital -- Stefan Bardas, piano 
8:15 p.m., Hemmle Recital Hall 
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· LUBBOCK -- Marie Anderson Gentry, Ph.D., assistant professor of 
merchandising, environmental design and consumer economics at Texas Tech 
University, has been granted a $5,000 research award by., the Foundation for Interior 
Design Education Research. The award was announced during the Interior Design 
Education Council's annual conference held recently in San Francisco. 

Gentry was recognized for her lighting design project "Luminous Conditions in 
Alzheimer Care Units: Behavioral Implicatio:q.s." 

l 

She has worked on the project for the past two years with Jo Ann Shroyer, 
Ph.D., associate professor of merchandising environmental design and consumer 
economics; Zane Curry, instructor of merchandising, environmental design and 
consumer economics; and Dr. Thomas Hutton, professor of medical and surgical 
neurology at Texas Tech Health Sciences Center. 

Gentry received a bachelor's degree from Arizona State University in Tempe, 
Ariz., a master's from Iowa -State University of Science and Technology in Ames, Iowa, 

' and a doctorate from Texas Tech. She joined the Texq~ , Te'ch faculty in January 1987 
as an interior design instructor. 
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- LUBBOCK -- Graduating medical students John Dc1vid Hemried, Todd Dewey 
and Steven Perry received top honors during the School of Medicine's senior awards 
ceremony Friday (May 17) at the Texas Tech Health Sciences Center. 

Hemried was selected for the Gold-Headed Cane by his graduating classmates 
and faculty members. The Gold-Headed ·c~ne is presented annually to the graduating 
medical student representing the best ·ideals ,of the outsl!cinding physician. After 
graduation, Hemried will serve an internal medicine residency' at the University of 
California-Davis. i 

Dewey was awarded the Dean's Highest Achievement Award which goes to the 
student with the No. 1 ranking academically in the graduating class. After receiving 
his medical degree, Dewey will serve a surgery residency at the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas. 

Perry received the Upjohn Achievement Award given for overall 
humanitarianism, scholarship, cJinical expertise and leadership. Perry will serve his 
residency in pediatrics at Baylor College of Medicine i-9, ,HCJusto'n. 

Also during the ceremony, 16 members of the Class of 1990 were named to 
membership in Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society. Membership in the society 
is limited to the top 16 percent of each graduating class. 

New members are Maureen Murphy Benschoter, Gary Cohen, Steven Coulter, 
Todd Dewey, Ronald Dotson, Michael Dulske, Christos Katsigiannis, Gregory Miller, 
Mahmood Moradi, Michael O'Neill, Rosemary Roderick Roseberry, Judith Rubano, 
Kevin Short, Martin Taormina, Brett Teague and Holly Knudsen Varner. 
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HEAL TH TIP SHEET 
from 

TEXAS TECH HEAL TH SCIENCES CENTER 
May 18, 1990 

CATCHING RAYS -- Cool shades may be in, but if you're not wearing the proper 
sunglasses, the sun's ultraviolet rays may pe damaging your eyes. Prolonged exposure 
to the sun can be a factor in the formation of cataracts, according to David 

I , j 

McCartney, M.D., of the TTHSC ophthamology department. A cataract is an opaque 
area that develops in the eye's normally clear, lens. However, this type of eye damage 
can be prevented by choosing the · right kind 6f sunglasses. In general, he said, 
sunglasses' protective capabilities have little or nothing to do with cost, color, darkness 
or brand. The protection comes from special lens coatings that block ultraviolet rays. 
McCartney said consumers should look for glasses labeled "UV 400" or similarly to 
ensure that the lenses provide adequ,ate protection. For details on how to protect 
your eyes from the sun, contact McCartney at (806) 743-2401. 

INJURY PREVENTION -- As medical bills and insurance premiums continue to rise, 
many businesses are turning to G>tcupational medicine to help CQntain costs. Becoming 
a more widely recognized medical specialty, occupational rifedicine focuses on 
matching the job to the employee, both physically and psychologically, and on 
preventing injuries and illness, says Anthony Way, M.D., of the TTHSC preventive 
medicine department. Rather than just cure problems after they develop, occupational 
medicine tries to maximize employee health status through a regular program of 
health exams and assessments. Companies, he said, are finding that money invested 
in occupational medicine improves productivity, reduces employee sick leave and helps 
limit increases in health insurance premiums. For details on the field of occupational 
medicine and its role in today's health care, contact Way at (806) 743-2485. 

7-5-18-90 

For assistance on these or other stories, 
contact Kim Davis or Preston Lewis at TTHSC 
News and Publications, (806) 743-2143. 
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