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NEWS RELEASE 

Texas Tech University 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center 

News and Publications 
Box 4640 / Lubbock, Texas 79409-2022/(806) 742-2136 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 2-1-26-88 

CONTACT: Beverly Taylor 

LUBBOCK -- Conserving water, money and manpower, computer-aided 

park design and grant proposal writing will be topics at the 33rd 

annual Southwest Park and Recreatiqn Training Institute Jan. 31 
·, 

through Feb. 3 at Lake Texoma Lodge in Kingston, Okla. 

More than 250 individuals from Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, 

Colorado, Missouri, Arkansas, New Mexico and Kansas are expected to 

attend. The institute is off.~red by the Oklahoma Tourism and 

Recreation Department in .cooperation with Texas Tech University's 

Department of Park Adminis~f ation and Landscape Architecture. 

Program coordinator James W. Kitchen, Texas Tech professor of 

park administration and landscape · architecture, said the conference is 

designed for parks and recreation representatives to exchange 
' information and discuss mutual problems. 

Participants from Lubbock will be Dewey L. Shroyer, Texas Tech's 

director of grounds maintenance, and Celeste Hoehne, district 5 

governor of Keep Texas Beaµtiful, Inc. 

Sixteen Texas Tech University graduates will be program 

participants. They include J. Robert Anderson, Austin landscape 

architect; Fred Aycock, assistant director of Community Services, 

Abilene; Mickey Carter, president of the institute and director of 

parks, El Paso County, Colorado Springs, Colo.; Richard Frisbee, Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Department, Austin; Paul Gooch, assistant director 

of park operations, Arlington; and Steve Horton, an Austin 

environmental planner. 
AFTER HOURS CALL: Joe Sanders, University News, 799-1781 • Preston Lewis, Health Sciences Center, 745·-1718 • Dorothy White, Broadcast, 745-4493 
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Also, Al Johnson, assistant director of parks and recreation, 

Richardson; John Lampe, parks and recreation, Fort Worth; Martha 

Latta, senior landscape architect, Resource Management Department, 

Austin; Hershel Lindly, planning associate, Schrickel, Rollins and 

Associates, Arlington; David Loughridge, director, parks and 

recreation, Richardson; Mickey Massey, park planner, Richardson; Mark 

McHenry, superintendent of park management, Kansas City, Mo.; Terry 

Putman, manager, park maintenance operations, Colorado Springs, Colo.; • 
Roger Scott, director, Parks and Community Resources, Brighton, Colo.; 

and Russell Studebaker, senior horticulturist, Woodward Park, Tulsa, 

Okla. 

Sessions on Feb. 1 will ~eal with conserving water, money and 

manpower; the impact of the federal government on parks departments; 

water management; online databases; Tulsa's Swan Lake; design of ;, 
athletic and aquatic facilities; reservoir -recreation; public and 

private partnerships; chemicals; compµter-aided design; recent 

lawsuits regarding irrigation systems; and linear parks. 

Topics to be covered on Feb. 2 include Colorado Springs park 

department's ownership of a shopping center; park ordinances; park 

signs; marketing parks departments; renovation and maintenance of 

athletic fields; interpretation of natural environments; selection, 

orientation and counseling of employees; facility construction in 

environmentally-sensitive areas; grant proposal writing; budget 

reductions; and parks departments in small communities. 

Presentations on Feb. 3 will ~e about beautification programs and 

saving money by using wood and rock resources. 

The institute was begun in 1955 by Elo J. Urbanovsky, Texas Tech 

Horn professor emeritus. Kitchen has developed the programs for the 

past 23 years. 

-30-



By Beverly Taylor REF: 6-1-27-88 

LUBBOCK -- Similarities often spark relationships, but the 

differences usually provide the welding spark. 

At first glance, a state university in West Texas and a Middle 

Eastern country do not seem to have much in common -- the joint 

interests which make a relationship mutually beneficial. Yet, Texas 
' 

Tech University and Turkey are de~~loping a friendship which includes 

' exchanging ideas and knowledge, as well as students and professors. 

Land is the connection and Texas Tech's International Center for 

Arid and Semi-Arid Land Studies (ICASALS) is facilitating the 

relationship between Texas Tech, located in the heart of the nation's 

breadbasket, and Turkey, a complex country with terrain much like this 
;1 

part of the United States. ' I 

Through its interdisplinary . mission of understanding arid and 

semi-arid lands and the people who live in them, ICASALS is sponsoring 

an exchange of students and professors between Texas Tech and Middle 

' 
Eastern Technical University (METU) in Ankara and Karadeniz University 

in Trabzon. Idris R. Traylor, director of ICASALS, said 

the program has involved more than 50. exchanges since the program's 

conception in 1983. 

-more-



TEXAS TECH-TURKEY CONNECTION/PAGE 2 

But for Texas Tech and Turkey, the friendship began based on 

differences -- 27 years ago when Warren Walker, Texas Tech Horn 

professor emeritus of English, went to Turkey as a Fulbright Scholar. 

Walker went to the country to study its folklore, the stories which 

are passed from generation to generation, and the project became a 

lifelong avocation for he and his wife Barbara. Since 1961, the 

Walkers have recorded on tape more than 3,000 stories told in Turkish 

villages. Around 1,000 of the stories have been translated in writing 

to English. 
A 

The Archive of Turkish Oral Narrative, donated by the Walkers to 

Texas Tech University in 1980, is the largest collection of Turkish 

folklore outside Turkey. Even Turkish researchers sometimes use its 

resources because collections in Turkey are poorly organized and 

inaccessible. Warren Walker is director of the archive and Barbara 
;! 

Walker is the curator. , .. 

The archive spawned the exchange program in 1983 when it hosted a 

visit to Lubbock by Turkish Ambassador to the United States Sukru 

Elekdag. Texas Tech political science Professor Metin Tamkoc, a 
. ' 

native of Turkey and formerly a METU professor, played a key role in 

developing the initial arrangement with MBTU. Tamkoc, who is 

coordinator of the Turkish exchange project, will this year receive an 

honorary law degree from METU for the work he has done for his native 

country. 

"The ambassador fell in love with Texas Tech and Lubbock and the 

people here loved him," said Warren Walker. "We (ICASALS Director 

Idris Traylor, Walker and university officials) had a meeting and 

asked him about the possibility of an exchange program. He was very 

receptive." 

-more-
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Traylor said Texas Tech now has the largest Turkish exchange 

program in the United States. 

"Through the exchange, we're promoting the transfer of science 

and technology between the United States and Turkey," Traylor said. 

"Turkey is a very important country to the U.S. and Texas Tech will 

have an impact there long into the future because of this exchange." 

Traylor said the exchange will involve graduate and post graduate 

students and faculty in the areas of water resources, arid land 
/, 

studies, information systems, biome~ical engineering, petroleum 
• • 

engineering, agricultural economics, microbiology and political 

science. 

The first exchange actu~lly occurred years before the program was 

initiated. In 1966, Professor Ahmet E. Uysal, Warren Walker's 

colleague in collecting T4rkish folklore, was an exchange professor in 

the Department of English at Texas Tech. 

Six Turkish students came to Texas Tech in the fall, 1987 and 30 

recently arrived to take an intensive English course before entering 

graduate school this summer. Traylor said the students are on full 

scholarship from the Turkish government and will repay the government 

by teaching in Turkish universities. 

Ten Texas Tech professors have taught in the Turkish universities 

for six-week periods and six are scheduled for exchange this summer. 

In the future, Texas Tech students will study in Turkey and 

Turkish professors will teach here, Traylor said. 

METU President Mehmet Gonlub0l and Karadeniz President Kemal 

Guruz have visited Texas Tech. 

-30-



NEWS RELEASE 

Texas Tech University 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center 

News and Publications 
Box 4640 / Lubbock, Texas 79409-2022 / (806} 742-2136 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 7-1-27-88 

CONTACT: Marydawn Webber 

LUBBOCK -- Texas farmers and ranchers are gearing toward plowing 

new ground in the state's vast natural fiber base in an effort to reap 

new industry in Texas. 

' A Senate Interim Committee oh Natural Fibers, headed by State 
~ 

Sen. Bill Sims of San Angelo, fielded testimony from about 50 

state-wide agricultural leaders in a fact-finding effort to stimulate 

domestic production of cotton, wool and mohair. 

The first round of the committee's formal hearings convened 

Tuesday at the Textile Research Center of Texas Tech University. 
;, ' 

The findings of the study, which is 4~~i gned to coordinate 

production of the state's natural fibers and revitalize the industry 
' within the state, will also include recommendations concerning data 

that may effect future funding for research institutions. 

The study is scheduled to be completed by the end of this year 

and presented to the Senate Natural Resources Committee and 

Subcommittee on Agriculture duri'ng the 71st Legislative Session in 

1989. 

Walter J. Walla, assistant director for Agriculture & Natural 

Resources for the Texas Agricultural Extension Service, testified 

before the committee on the current situation of the natural fiber 

industry in Texas. 

Walla cited cotton as the most important cash crop in Texas, 

accounting for 10 percent of agricultural sales. 

-more-
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"The state's growers plant roughly half of the nation's cotton 

acreage and produce about a third of the U.S. crop. Production trends 

strongly suggest cotton will remain the leading cash crop, and that 

Texas will continue as the major producing state," Walla said. He said 

the farm value of cotton in recent years has ranged from $1-1.5 

billion, with an agribusiness production impact of $3-5 billion. 

"However," he said, "it is estimated that less than four percent 

of the Texas cotton crop is processed into yarn or cloth within the 

state." 

Walla also cited statistics naming Texas as number one, 

nationally, in wool and mohair production. 

"Texas produces more than 15 million pounds of mohair annually 

and is second only to South Africa in the world's mohair production." 

He said the state also produces more than 16 million pounds of wool 

annually, representing 18.4 per cent of tbe natiort's supply. 
' ' ' 

But with all its natural fiber production, Texas processes only 

about five percent of its wool and mohair, Walla told the committee. 

"(Texas) ships 95 percent of its wool and mohair out of state at a 

grease basis value of about $2 per pound., It is then imported back 

into the state in finished product form at well over $100 in value," 

Walla said. 

Wool and mohair in Texas is sold by private treaty through the 29 

wool and mohair warehouses operating in Texas, and little is done to 

prepare the products for market. 

In addition to warehouses, there are two scouring plants located 

in the state. They are Bollman Wool Scouring in San Angelo and Roddy 

Wool Scouring in Brady. The state also has a mohair tops plant 

operating in Brady, Texas Inter national Mohair, and there is a small 

weaving plant located in Eldorado. 

-more-
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In all, only one company in Texas sells retail products made from 

Texas wool and mohair: The "Old Sonora Trading Company" located in 

Sonora sells wool and mohair apparel, yarn and blankets. Among the 

company's retail outlets is Neiman-Marcus. 

Walla said mills and plants are needed in the state to process 

more domestic products for state, national and international resale. 

Dr. Samuel E. Curl, dean of the College of Agriculture Science at 

Tech, testified on the need for Texans to be concerned with the 

current loss of funding from state-produced commodities. 
A "It only makes sense for us to do what we do best," he said, 

citing a large, but unspent, potential for developing and processing a 

cattle hide industry in the state as an "unfortunate example." 

Of five million head of cattle slaughtered annually in the South 

Plains, Curl said, less than five percent is actually processed for 
,! 

revenue in the form of finished hides, with.in the ·state. "The rest is 
,,,. 

exported to Japan, Korea and other countries in the mid-east. 

"We as a state need to take advantage of the great potential we 

have to produce agricultural income ,in Texas. We have the natural 

resources, the know how, the production base, the people and the 

facilities to forge ahead," Curl said. 

Also among those offering testim9ny, Sal Valdez, director of 

Agriculture Development for the Texas Department of Agriculture, 

cautioned that any financial commitment to build new industry in the 

state must initially come out of state pockets. "We can't count on 

foreign investors to take care of ,our problem," Valdez told the 

committee. 

-more-
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But in another view, San Antonio attorney Gregory Letterman, who 

is also chairman of the World Trade Council, presented a detailed, 

step-by-step formula to attract foreign investment dollars for textile 

mill development in Texas. 

Also testifying were Carl Cox, executive director of The Natural 

Fibers and Food Protein Commission of Texas; Myrl Mitchell, president 

of Plains Cotton Growers Association; and Glenn Fisher, general 

manager of Sonora Wool & Mohair Co~pany. 

Sims sought from the group additional materials concerning the 

• future potential effect of utilizing the Texas-Mexico border 

Maquiladora, or twin plant, concept for producing textiles. Committee 

member Clifford Hoelscher cited concerns· over what progress has been 

made toward eliminating the boll weevil movement into the state, and 

in preparing for the future of cotton fiber production. ,, 
Tech President Dr. Lauro F. Cavazos ' we-lcomed the committee's ,,, 

interest and cited the university's original charter mandated in 1923 

that research in agriculture play a major role in the university 

model. 

Members of the senate, public and advisory committee members 

present at the hearing were Sims, who is executive secretary of the 

Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers Association; Vice-chairman Charles 

Scruggs of Austin, editorial advisor for Southern Progress 

Corporation; Tom Wallace of San Antonio, rancher and former executive 

secretary of the TWMA; Bob Hale of Littlefield, vice president and 

general manager of the American Cotton Growers, Textile Division of 

the Plains Cotton Cooperative Association; and Clifford Hoelscher of 

Garden City, farmer. State Rep. Dudley Harrison of Sanderson, chairman 

of the House Agricultural Committee, was also present at the hearing. 

-more-
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The committee will continue to examine areas of research and 

production of natural fibers in the state, with an emphasis on 

economic trade potential, at hearings scheduled in March at the 

Apparel Mart in Dallas and in May at Burlington Industries at 

Clarksville, Va. 

-30-
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NEWS RELEASE 

Texas Tech University 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center 

News and Publications 
Box 4640 / Lubbock, Texas 79409-2022 / (806) 742-2136 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 8-1-27-88 

CONTACT: Beverly Taylor 

LUBBOCK -- The Texas Tech University Livestock Judging Team took 

first place in the Arizona National Livestock Show, the first show of 

the season for the new team. 

Coached by Rick Klampe, the t eam finished first out of 11 teams 

• competing. The team placed first in beef cattle judging, second in 

swine judging and fifth in sheep judging. 

The show was Jan. 3 in Phoenix. 

Team members are junior animal business major Delbert Hollis, son 

of Mr . and Mrs. Preston Hollis, Route 1, Box 199, Canyon; junior 
,! ' 

animal production major Tracie Piercy, daµghter of Mr. and Mrs. D.M. 

Piercy, 48 Scenic Circle, Forney; and junior English and physical 
' 

education major Julie Blackburn, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. J. 

Blackburn, Route 1, Box 31, Broadview, N.M. 

Also, junior animal business major Kevin Hamlin, son of Mr. and 

Mrs. L.E. Hamlin, Vealmoor Route, Box 104, Big Spring; senior animal 

science major Susan George, daughter• of Mr. and Mrs. Robert George, 

Route 2, Lubbock; junior animal production major Marianne Brown, 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R.A. Brown Jr., P.O. Box 789, Throckmorton; 

and junior agricu+tural education major Susan Schell, daughter of Mr. 

and Mrs . W.G. Schell, 710 Garfield, Murdo, S.D. 

-30-

AFTER HOURS CALL: Joe Sanders, University News, 799-1781 • Preston Lewis, Health Sciences Center. 745-1718 • Dorothy White, Broadcast. 745-4493 



NEWS RELEASE 

Texas Tech University 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center 

News and Publications 
Box 4640 / Lubbock. Texas 79409-2022 / (806) 742-2136 

·, ' 

cutline ----- 9-1-27-88 

LIVESTOCK JUDGING TEAM -- The Texas Tech l.)il ivers.1.t'y Livestock Judging 

Team recently placed first in the Arizona National Livestock Show. 

Back row, from left, are Susan Schell of Murdo, S.D.; Tracie Piercy of 

Forney; Julie Blackburn of Broadview, N.M.; Susan George of Abernathy; 

and Marianne Brown of Throckmorton. Front, from left, are Kevin 

Hamlin of Big Spring; team coach Rick Klampe; and Delbert Hollis of 

Canyon. (TECH PHOTO) 

-30-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 10-1-28-88 

CONTACT: Preston Lewis 

LUBBOCK -- Dixon (Dick) Platt, manager of public affairs for the 

Lubbock Chamber of Commerce since 1984, has been named director of 

the new Office of Health Sciences Center Relations at the Texas Tech 

University Health Sciences Center ~(TTUHSC). 

TTUHSC Executive Vice ·President Bernhard T. Mittemeyer announced 

the appointment on Wednesday (Jan. 27). Platt, who has extensive 

background in management and marketing, .will oversee the planning, 

design, implementation and supervision of public awareness activities 

for the health sciences ·center and its regional academic health 

centers. He will also coordinate extern~l and internal programs 

among the TTUHSC's numerous support organizations in West Texas and 

throughout the state. 

Platt, 35, will assume his responsibilities at the health 

sciences center on Feb. 1. 

During his Lubbock Chamber of Commerce tenure, Platt oversaw the 

chamber's Government/Legislative; Education; Health and Medical; and 

Retail Trade Development committees. He also directed the Leadership 

Lubbock program and was coordinator of the Northwest Texas 

Legislative Council (NWTLC). 

Platt directed the chamber's state gubernatorial appointment 

project, increasing Lubbock appointees from 23 in November 1984 to 41 

in November 1986. Gubernatorial appointees from the NWTLC area 

increased from 49 to 105 during the same period. 

-more-



He planned and coordinated the chamber's Lubbock Day activities 

in Austin during the last two regular sessions of the Texas 

Legislature. 

Platt is a 1976 Texas Tech University graduate with a bachelor 

of business administration degree in management and marketing. For 

the last three summers he has participated in the U.S. Chamber of 

Commerce Institute for Organization Management at Southern Methodist 

University. 

An Army veteran, Platt is active in several professional 
A 

organizations, including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Executives, 

American Chamber of Commerce Executives, Texas Chamber of Commerce 

Executives and South Plains Association of Chamber Executives. 

He is also involved in several community activities, including 

United Way, Boy Scouts of America and Rotary Club of Lubbock. 

-30-



NEWS RELEASE 

Texas Tech University 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center 

News and Publications 
Box 4640 / Lubbock, Texas 79409-2022 / (806) 742-2136 

Story ideas for the week of 
February 1, 1988 
11-1-29-88 

Fun For Kids -- Super Saturdays and Young Actors Workshop for gifted 
and talented students begins Feb. 6. at Texas · Tech University. The 
programs are designed for students ·in kindergarten through 12th grade. 
Some of the topics include art, computers, photography, theater, and 
textiles. The applications deadline' is Feb. 3. For more information 
contact Deborah Milosevich, 742-2353. 

Park Info -- The 33rd annual Southwest Park and Recreation Training 
Institute will begin Jan. 31 at Lake Texoma Lodge in Kingston, 
Oklahoma. The conference is designed for parks and recreation 
representatives to exchange information. Some of the topics to be 
discussed include conserving water, computer-aided park design and 
grant proposal writing. For more information contact Dr. Kitchen, 
742-2860. ! 

I 

For assistance on these and other 
story ideas, call News & 
Publications 742-2186. 

AFTER HOURS CALL: Joe Sanders. University News, 799-1781 • Preston Lewis. Health Sciences Center, 745-1718 • Dorothy White , Broadcast 745-4493 
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Box 4640 / Lubbock, Texas 79409-2022/(806) 742-2136 

NEWSTIPS FOR HEALTH/SCIENCE WRITERS 
Special to 

THE DALLAS TIMES HERALD 
January 29, 1988 

FERTILE RESEARCH -- The same mechanism which helps block the invasion 
of bacteria into the uterus may be responsible for infertility in 
some women. About 15 percent of the infertility cases reported in 
the United States are blamed on unknown cervical factors. The 
cervix, or neck to the uterus, protrudes into the vagina and is the 
gateway to the reproductive tract. The cervical canal secretes 
proteins which can block passage o.f the spermatozoa. Some 
undetermined mechanism, reports TTUESC cell biology and anatomy 
Professor Beverly S. Chilton, Ph.b .' , affects the viscosity of these 
proteins. Prior to ovulation, these cervical secretions normally 
have a thin consistency that will allow spermatozoa to pass the cervix 
on the way to the uterus. After ovulation, these secretions take on 
the consistency of a gel which serves as a first barrier against 
bacteria or spermatozoa advancing into the uterus. A breakdown in 
this cyclical mechanism may explain why some women cannot conceive 
children. With four-year funding of $144,439 from the National 
Institutes of Health, Chilton is studying this cervical mechanism to 
identify how it works. ,This basic research could ultimately lead to 
ways to correct the infertility problems in some women as well as 
provide a new approach to ;(birth control., For de t ails, contact 
Chilton at (806) 743-2709. 

UP IN THE AIR -- Though smoking ~an be detrimental to your health 
during any activity, it may be especially harmful during airline 
flights. The reason is altitude. The greater the altitude, reports 
TTUHSC Physiology Professor James McGrath, Ph.D., the thinner the 
air and the less efficient a substance, such as tobacco, will burn . 
Consequently, more carbon monoxi9e is pr9duced by cigarettes smoked 
at a high altitude. A carbon monoxide level of 50 parts per million 
at an altitude of 6,000 feet can cause a decline in mental alertness 
and even disorientation. That level compares with the 400 parts per 
million a smoker may inhale and the 95 parts per million a person 
seated adjacent to a smoker may breatne. Despite being pressurized, 
airline cabins are not adjusted to the atmospheric pressure at sea 
level (2,116 pounds per square foot) where burning and breathing are 
more efficient. Instead, they are maintained at a level comparable 
to the atmospheric pressure at an altitude of about 8,000 feet. That 
subjects passengers and crew to the double jeopardy of more carbon 
monoxide in the air at a time when their bodies must work harder to 
supply adequate oxygen. For details on smoking at high altitudes or 
on smoking's physiological effects, contact McGrath at (806) 743-2539. 

For assistance in covering these or 
other stories, contact TTUHSC news 
manager Preston Lewis at (806) 
743-2143. Photographs can be 
arranged upon request. 

AFTER HOURS CALL: Joe Sanders, University News. 799-1781 • Preston Lewis, Health Sciences Center, 745-1718 • Dorothy White, Broadcast. 745-4493 
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Box 4640 / Lubbock, Texas 79409-2022 / (806) 742-2136 
NEWSTIPS FOR HEALTH/SCIENCE WRITERS 

Special to 
THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS 

February 1, 1988 

BUNDLE OF NERVES -- The neurons of the central nervous system are the 
link between the brain and the rest of the body. These specialized 
cells which conduct nerve impulses to and from the brain can also be 
the major roadblock to recovery for victims of paralysis, stroke, 
Parkinson's disease, Alzheimer's disease or other degenerative 
diseases of aging. The reasons are that neuron interrelationships 
are extremely complex and the ne~rons are difficult to isolate or 
grow in the laboratory. However , the latter is changing. TTUHSC 
Cell Biology and Anatomy Professor Penelope Coates, Ph.D., has 
developed a method of growing the~ neurons in the laboratory. She 
uses a three-dimensional hydrated collagen lattice which allows a 
neuron to grow individually, instead of in multi-cell clusters. 
Isolating a single neuron prevents its function from being influenced 
by contact with other neurons. That could help clarify how central 
nervous system neurons work and how their axons, or nerve fibers, 
could regenerate like axons , found in neurons of the peripheral 
nervous system. Ultimately, the answer to regeneration could improve 
treatment for paralysis and degenerative disease of the central 
nervous system. For more on this basic research funded by the 
National Institutes ot H~alth, contact Coates at (806) 743-2715. 

I 1,' • <t , 

CHILDHOOD PRESSURES -- If you ever desir~a · to return to the carefree 
days of childhood, think again. Being a kid can be hard work and 
many of today's middle class pirents are not making it any easier on 
their children, says Kathy L. Sridar omont, R.N, M.S.N., of the TTUHSC 
nursing faculty. College-educated and YUPPIE parents are particularly 
achievement-oriented and demandin,g, that their off spring follow in 
their footsteps. As a result, these parents seldom leave their 
children time just to be kids. ' Instead, these ambitious parents are 
demanding top classroom performance and insisting on productive -- as 
viewed by the parents -- leisure time. This parental over-emphasis 
can lead to childhood burnout, an emotional and physiological reaction 
to the overload of expectations by parents. Sridaromont, a pediatric 
nurse, says this burnout, striking pre-schoolers through high schoolers, 
can manifest itself as headaches, upset stomachs or behavioral 
outbursts. By recognizing that childhood and adolescence are as much 
times for children to learn about the inner world of their own 
thoughts and emotions as to learn about the skills and knowledge of 
the outer world, parents can reduce the risk of childhood burnout. 
For more on the causes and nature of childhood stress and burnout, 
contact Sridaromont at (806) 743 ~2730. 

For assistance in covering these or 
other stories, contact TTUHSC news 
manager Preston Lewis at (806) 
743-2143. Photographs can be 
arranged upon request. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 14-1-28-88 

CONTACT: Beverly Taylor 

LUBBOCK -- Texas Tech University Professor James W. Kitchen of 

the Park Administration and Landscape Architecture Department has been 

elected secretary of the Texas Nature Conservancy. 

The Texas Nature Conservancy :i~ a private organization dedicated 

to protecting the natural diversity of land, plants, animals and 

ecosystems. 

Kitchen has been a trustee of the conservancy since 1983 and 

served for many years as chairperson of the group's identification 

committee which sets conservation policy and prior ities for land 

protection programs. 

He is currently chairperson of the protection committee which 

prioritizes land for protection levels. In 1987, the group acquired 

25,622 acres of land for protection r 

In 1987, Kitchen received the group's Oak Leaf award for his 

leadership in establishing the Texas Natural Heritage Program, a 

cooperative venture between the 9onservancy and Texas Parks and 

Wildlife, to promote development of the state while protecting it's 

natural heritage. Through the program, 2,033 plants and animals in 

Texas have been identified for conservation because of their 

uniqueness and potential extinction. 
I 

Kitchen joined the Texas Tech faculty in 1964 as an assistant 

professor and director 9f grounds maintenance. He earned bachelor's 

and master's degrees from Texas Tech University and a doctorate from 

Texas A&M University. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
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CONTACT: Beverly Tay lor 

LUBBOCK -- Texas Tech University mathematics Professor J. Dalton 

Tarwater has been elected chairman of t h e Board of Di rectors of the 

Rocky Mountain Mathematics Consortium. 

Tarwater, who has previously ·been vice chairman and 

secretary-treasurer of the organization, was elected at the group's 

annual meeting Jan. 7 in Atlanta, Ga. 

The organization publishes three international journals -- The 

Rocky Mountain Mathematics Journal, Natural Resource Modeling and 

Journal of Integral Equations. The journals are published by Texas 

Tech Press. . 
' ' ' • • T 

Texas Tech University has been a member of the Rocky Mountain 

Mathematics Consortium since 1972. 

Tarwater has been a Texas Tech , professor since 1968. He earned a 

bachelor's degree from Texas Tech and master's and doctoral degrees 

from University of New Mexico. 

-30-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 16-1-28-88 

CONTACT: Preston Lewis 

LUBBOCK -- Richard A. Murray, who has had university-level 

management experience as well as marketing, public relations and 

sales experience in the private sector, has been named associate 

director of the Office of Health Sciences Center Relations at the 

Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC). 

TTUHSC Executive Vice President Bernhard T. Mittemeyer announced 

the appointment Friday (Jan. , 29). Murray will assume the position 

Feb. 1 and will report ~o Dixon (Dick) Platt who was named earlier 

this week as director of ~he new office. 

Murray comes to Lubbock from Louisvil'le, · Ky. , with his wife, 

Collette M. Murray, who is the new vice president for development for 

the university and health sciences center. 

As associate director of health sciences center relations, 

Murray will help develop, implement and administer programs relating 

to external affairs and external support groups. He will serve as a 

liaison for the health sciences center and its regional academic 

health centers with parent organizations, chambers of commerce and 

business and service groups. 

For the past two years, Murray has been director of marketing 
I 

and a pilot for Stevens Aviation Inc. in Louisville. His 

responsibilities included company advertising and marketing, public 

relations, management, air charter sales and facility planning. 

-more-
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From 1970 to 1985 he served on the physical education faculty at 

the University of California, Santa Cruz. Murray holds a bachelor's 

degree in physical education from Fresno State University and a 

master's degree in physical education from Arizona State University. 

-30-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 17-1-28-88 

CONTACT: Marydawn Webber 

LUBBOCK -- A Texas Tech University business professor and a 

student council committee have teamed up to challenge banking 

practices which they deem "hazard9u:s" to college students in 

particular, and consumers in general . 

The study, being conducted by Prof. Kathleen Hennessey, director 

of Tech's Institute for Studies in Organizational Automation in the 

College of Business Administration, focuses on checking account 

practices within state and national banking institutions. 

Hennessey said she h ils been studying t~e . Lubb,ock banking system 

for the past two years as part of her research within the ISOA, and 

has discovered how the system has manipulated many students' accounts, 

forcing some to even quit school wh~n debts caused by escalating bank 

charges become overwhelming. 

Hennessey has studied the inner workings of the banking business 

for the past 20 years. She has ~orked with large on-line banking 

systems in England, and given seminars to banking professionals on 

advanced computer techniques. She has also had published a book on the 

computer systems in banking. 

The financial nightmare usually begins when a student comes to a 
I 

university and opens a checking account at a local bank and deposits 

money, she said. When the student's parents send him or her a check to 

pay bills, the student begins writing and sending checks, believing 

that his or her parent's check has cleared. 

-more-
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Hennessey said most students believe their parents' checks clear 

in about three days, when, in reality, it often takes eight days. When 

the student's checks begin to bounce, the banks begin charging $15 or 

more for each check. Many times the cleared funds from the parents' 

check are held three to five days before being deposited to the 

students' account. "This is called the float," Hennessey says, "and 

with collection agencies and most businesses charging additional fees 

for the returned checks, the amou~t escalates depending on the number 

of times a check may be presented tit> the bank." 

"By the time funds from the parents' checks have been deposited 

to the students' account, the student can owe as much as $450 or more 

in banking charges for hot checks. At this point, the charges are 

subtracted from the new · deposit, leaving the student without funds. 

This has a snowball effec ," Hennessey sayf, addi~g she's seen as much 

as $1,000 in bank "service" charges mount in just a three-week period. 

"The students don't tell their parents about their situation and 

end up getting jobs or finding ext~a work to pay off their debts. They 

are embarrassed to say anything •to anybody and the banks play off that 

emotion," according to Hennessey. 

"It becomes an emergency situation, their grades go down, and 

within two or three weeks, they have to quit school, while the bank is 

$300 richer and the collection agencies are $150 richer also." 

The process of siphoning funds from a bank account without the 

customer's knowledge or consent is also a matter Hennessey has brought 

before the State Attorney General's Office. 

Hennessey said th~ problem is of statewide significance, and she 

attributes the increase in fines for overdrawn accounts to banks 

making up for money lost on non-performing loans. 

-more-
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Hennessey has described the problem to the banking division of 

the attorney general's office, which is working with her to come up 

with a fair solution. Forms have been placed at various locations on 

the Tech campus, and students, as well as faculty and staff members, 

having problems with overdrawn accounts are urged to fill out 

information concerning their accounts and fines and send the forms to 

the attorney general's banking division office. 

An attorney general representative will then contact the banks 

and recommend a solution that is fa'r to both the studept and the 

bank, she says. The documents will also be used in regulatory 

legislation for banks in the future, Hennessey adds. 

''This is a very serious ' problem. The banks are basically milking 

funds off students' accounts." 

Hennessey said that hen she asked .one Lubbock banker to 
·, ' 

discontinue charging students large fees for bounced checks, he told 

her that "if we reverse our current policy, we would not make any 

money." 

Most banking representatives maintain that writing hot checks is 

against the law and overdraft charges are used mainly for handling 

insufficient checks. 

Chip Gilmour, head of marketing at First National Bank in 

Lubbock, said, "The charge is not a moneymaker; we just break even." 

While at Western National Bank, Lubbock's newest banking 

institution, President and CEO Mark E. Huckabee, agrees that at times, 

checking accounts can turn into "an albatross around the neck." 

Huckabee offers t~o sources for the problem: A simple lack of 

education, or of some type of basic, fundamental financial plan for 

customers; and a growing trend in banking today away from 

customer-service orientation. 

-more-
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"The buzz word we in the industry use is 'funds availability'. 

This is when deposits are held for an unconscionable period of time," 

Huckabee sai d, adding that new laws concerning deposit withholding are 

currently being debated in Congress. 

"Holds on deposits are strictly an attempt on the part of the 

bank to make money. I don't think this is right, and we don't do it," 

he said. 

Two solutions that banks couid : implement to stop the cycle, 

according to Hennessey, would be to Kclose out a student's checking 

account if it is overdrawn by $150, and second, not to allow students 

under 21 years of age to open checking accounts. 

Hennessey, with the help of a newly established Student 

Association Banking Relations Task Force, is conducting a campus-wide 

survey to see how the Lubobck banking industrx has . been treating all 

Tech students. 

She said she is working with the Student Association to negotiate 

a solution for the problem with loc~l banking facilities and to 

establish an avenue for voicing 'concerns ·. She said one recommendation 

will be for banks to place a cap of $150 for insufficient funds 

charges on checking accounts, and then placing a freeze on the 

account, or closing the account, should the charges surpass that 

limit. 

"These charges may be a good source of revenue for the banks, but 

I'm afraid those days are over as far as Tech is concerned. I think, 
I 

when we're finished, we'll have one more program at Texas Tech t o help 

our students," she said,. 

-30-
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HEALTH TIPSHEET 
from 

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER 
January 29, 1988 

AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION -- Most people know that when you play with 
fire you can get burned. But you can also get burned playing with 
the hot water tap. In fact, hot water or scalding liquids, not fire, 
are the top cause of burn injuries in the U.S. today. Children are 
particularly susceptible to burn injuries because of their natural 
curiosity and their fragile skin which is much more sensitive than 
that of adults. A few simple steps'. can help prevent burns of all 
types, reports TTUHSC nursing Professor Suzanne Cooke, R.N., M.S.N. 
Lowering the heat control on water heaters, reading and carefully 
following microwave oven directions and supervising small children in 
the kitchen near stoves and small appliances and in the bathtub can 
help prevent a serious injury. These are the types of precautions 
that will be focused upon during National Burn Prevention Week Feb. 
7-13. Cooke reports that 75 ,percent of all burns result from the 
victim's own action and more than 65 percent of the burns occur in 
the home. Burns are th~ top cause of death among children under age 
2 and the second leading cause of accidental death in children under 
14. For more information ,e n Burn Prevention Week and simple 
preventive measures parents should follow fo~ . their and their 
children's safety, contact Cooke at (806) 743-2730. 

BRAIN DRAIN -- Alzheimer's disease is an insidious malady striking 
the elderly and gradually leading to memory loss, disorientation and 
total physical dependence. Today in Texas an estimated 160,000 older 
residents are victims of the disea~e and that number is expected to 
grow as the state's population of 65 and older increases by a third 
over the next decade. As many a's 44 percent of nursing home patients 
may be suffering from this disease. The number of Alzheimer's 
patients is so great nationally that it is estimated to cost $30 
billion annually just to care for them. That, believe it or not, is 
more than the combined cost of caring for cancer and heart disease 
patients. The staggering Alzheimer's statistics and the state's 
increasing aged population are reasons the Texas Legislature created 
the Texas Council on Alzheimer's Disease and Related Disorders. 
TTUHSC neurology professor J. Thomas Hutton, M.D., Ph.D., has been 
named chairman of t he state council which will be looking at ways of 
dealing with Alzheimer's disease in Texas. Hutton is director of the 
Texas Tech Alzheimer's Center at TTUHSC and a leading authority on 
the disease. For more informatiop on the disease, on its impact on 
the victim and relatives and on the state council, contact Hutton at 
(806) 743-2497. 

18-1-29-88 

For assistance in covering these or 
other stories, contact TTUHSC news 
manager Preston Lewis at (806) 
743-2143. Photographs and video 
footage can be arranged upon request. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 19-1-29-88 

CONTACT: Kippie Hopper (806) 742-2136 
or Penny Mason (806) 742-3136 

LUBBOCK -- A symposium on Hispanic Religious Architecture in 

Mexico and the American Southwest is scheduled for 9 a.m. Friday, Feb. 

5, in the Pioneer Room of the Ranq~ing Heritage Center. 

Sponsored by the Texas Tech University College of Architecture, . ~ 

the symposium features lectures and discussions on Hispanic churches 

and missions in Mexico and the American Southwest. 

Professors Alfonso Alsocer, Ramon Gonzales and Arturo Parra, of 

the Universidad de Guan~juato in Mexico, will speak about church 

design and the influence and role of the church in colonial towns and 

rural Mexican communities. 

Keynote speaker is Texas Tech Architecture Professor Elizabeth 

Sasser. Other guest speakers include University of New Mexico 

Professor John Kessell, Texas Tech Architecture Horn Professor Willard 

Robinson and University of Texas at Austin Professor Eugene George. 

The visitors from Mexico -- Parra, Alcocer and Gonzales -- are 

lecturing at Texas Tech a~ part of an· exchange program with the 

Universidad de Guanajuato. The exchange program is funded through the 

United States Information Agency's Fulbright Program. 

-30-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 

CONTACT: Kippie Hopper 

or Kristie King 

LUBBOCK -- Award-winning work . by junior and senior high school 

' students from West Texas and Eastern New Mexico will be exhibited 

through Feb. 12 at Texas Tech Unive t sity during the West Texas 

Scholastic Art Awards Exhibition. An opening reception and Gold Key 

Awards ceremony will begin at 2 p.m. Saturday (Jan. 30) in the foyer 

of the Art Building, located at 18th Street and Flint Avenue. 

Selected works in the exhibit include oils, acrylics, water 
;, 

colors, pencil drawings, ink drawings, pastels/crayon/charcoal, mixed 
,,, 

media, printmaking, graphic designs, textile designs, pottery, 

jewelry, two- and three-dimensional designs and photography. 

Winning entries that received gold achievement keys and 

certificates of merit later will . be consldered for national awards. 

The entries from West Texas and Eastern New Mexico will compete in New 

York with outstanding artwork from otper U.S. secondary schools. 

The Scholastic Art Awards contest and exhibition is sponsored 

regionally by the Department of Art at Texas Tech University and 

coincides with a national art contest sponsored by the Congressional 

Art Caucus, "An Artistic Discovery." Students in the 19th 

Congressional District will compete with students from other 

congressional districts , for display this summer in the U.S. Capitol. 

For more information, contact Linda Kennedy or John Stinespring 

at (806) 742-3825 or (806) 765-5207. 

-30-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 21-1-29-88 

CONTACT: News and Publications 

LUBBOCK -- A Philippine dance performance highlights other music 

and art events this week at Texas Tech University. 

Art by junior and senior high school students from West Texas and 

' Eastern New Mexico can be viewed beginning Saturday (Jan. 30) through 

Feb. 12. The West Texas Scholastic Art Awards Exhibition will begin 

with a 2 p.m. opening reception and awards ceremony in the Fine Arts 

Galleries of the Art Building, located at 18th Street and Flint 

Avenue. 

The Bayanihan Philippine Dance Company will perform at 8:15 p.m. 
,1 

Monday (Feb. 1) in the University Centei Allen Theater. Tickets are $6 ,,, 

for students and $9 for the gene~a1 public. For more information, 

telephone 742-3610. 

Robert Deahl will direct the Trombone Ensemble in a performance 

at 8:15 p.m. Monday (Feb. 1) in the Hemm'le Recital Hall of the Music 

Building. 

Lubbock artist Eleanor Kreneck ~ill present "Dutch Painting 

Honthorst, Terbrugghen, Hals" at 11 a.m. Tuesday (Feb. 2) at the 

Museum of Texas Tech University. The program is part of "Art through 

the Ages," weekly art seminars presented by the Women's Council of the 

West Texas Museum Association. Registration and coffee begin at 10:30 

a.m. Cost is $3. 

-more-
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Investigative reporter Karl Grossman will lecture on "Nicaragua: 

America's New Vietnam?" at 8:15 p.m. Wednesday (Feb. 3) in the UC 

Allen Theater. Tickets are $3 for students and $5 for all others. For 

more information, telephone 742-3610. 

Alvia Wardlaw, an art history professor at Texas Southern 

University in Houston, will talk about the Harlem renaissance from 

7-8:30 p.m. Thursday (Feb. 4). Wardlaw will discuss the socioeconomic 

renaissance and the beginnings of black awareness which occurred in 

Harlem during the early part of thf century. ~is talk is part of 

Thursday Nights at the Museum, socia& and educational events to 

introduce the public to the Museum. Refreshments and a social time 

will precede the lecture at 6:30 p.m. The program is free. 

Mezzo-soprano Sue Arnold ' will present a faculty recital at 8:15 

p.m. Thursday (Feb. 4) in the Hemmle Recital Hall. 

A symposium on Hispanlb Religious A~chit~cture . in Mexico and the 

American Southwest is scheduled for 9 a.m. Friday (Feb. 5) in the 

Pioneer Room of the Ranching Heritage , Center of the Texas Tech Museum. 

For more information, contact the College of Architecture at 742-3136. 
I 

The photographs of Karen Hillier will be displayed through Friday 

(Feb. 5) in the S.R.O. Gallery, locqted in the sub-basement of the Art 

Building. Hillier, who works with cibachromes, is a professor in the 

College of Architecture and Environmental Design at Texas A&M 

University. 

Guest artist Ayako Yonetani, who plays the violin, will present a 

workshop at 7 p.m. Friday (Feb. 5) in the Hemmle Recital Hall. 

-more-
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Yonetani will perform with Browning Artist-in-Residence William 

Westney, who plays the piano, in a recital at 8:15 p.m. Saturday (Feb. 

6) in the Hernmle Recital Hall. 

The University Symphonic Band will be conducted by James Sudduth 

at 3 p.m. Sunday (Feb. 7) in the Hemrnle Recital Hall. 

Tickets are now on sale for a Feb. 8 performance of the the Jazz 

Ensemble I. Tickets are $2 and can be purchased in Room M200 Music 

Building or by telephoning 742-2294. 

-30-



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 

CONTACT: Preston Lewis 

LUBBOCK -- Spring enrollments at Texas Tech University and Texas 

Tech University Health Sciences Center are up this year over last 

year. 

A 
For the university, 21,704 students were enrolled in class as of 

the 12th class day Thursday (Jan. 28). That compares with a final 

official figure of 21,463 for the 1987 spring semester. 

For the health sciences center, 780 were attending spring 

classes this year, compared to 764 last year. 
;t · 1 

The university enrollment by college, s~hool &r · area is: 
~.I 1, ,. t 

Agricultural Sciences, 1,057; Archjtecture, 637; Arts and Sciences, 

' 7,018; Business Administration, 3,765; Education, 1,499; Engineering, 

1,822; Home Economics, 1,800; Graduate, 3,252; Law, 521; and dual 

enrollment, 333. 

Health sciences center enrollment by ichool is: Allied Health, 

106; Medicine, 401 seeking medical· deg~ee~ and 36 seeking graduate 

degrees; and Nursing, 237. 

The 12th class day is the regular repo r ting date for enrollment. 

Those unofficial enrollment totals will be rectified against payment 

totals and final official figures w~ll be sent to the Texas Higher 

Education Coordinating Board. 

-30-



SIZING UP THE COTTON COMPETITION -- The United States exports more 
than one-third of its cotton production, but the U.S. role in world 
cotton production has declined over the years. In 1918, the U.S. 
produced 62 percent of the total world production of cotton. By 1984, 
the percentage of cotton produced here had declined to 15 percent. 
Some experts believe the reason for the decline in U.S. cotton exports 
is due to the country's decreasing competitiveness. However, a study 
by Texas Tech University agricultural economists indicates that the 
U.S. is a competitive, low-cost producer of cotton. How effectively 
the U.S. competes in the world market may be determined more by 
political and economic decisions here and in other exporting countries 
than by production efficiencies. ~ror more on the study or on the 
world agricultural trade situatidn; contact Kary Mathis at (806) 
742-2821 or Don Ethridge at (806) 742-2025. 

SATISFACTION The business future will greatly depend on employers 
awareness of their workers' home life and job satisfaction. While the 
influence of work on home life has been long recognized, researchers 
now see ways that home and family life greatly affect the workplace. 
In a statewide study of Texas employees, researchers at Texas Tech 
University are finding that family life affects our sense of 
satisfaction on the job - and could influence work productivity. Dr. 
Ginny Felstehausen, project director, says businesses could get more 
for their money by giving;1more attention to employees' lives outside 
work. Dallas businesses that participated in the Work/Home/Family 
project include Automated & Custom Food Service, Diamond Shamrock 
Exploration Company, Frito Lay a_nd Mobile Research and Development 
Corporation. For more information, contact Felstehausen at (806) 
742-3156. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT -- Each student who walks across the 
graduation stage in cap and gowq and rec,eives a diploma has one thing 
in mind: "It's over!" But as every practicing professional knows -
It's only just begun. With this real-world truth in mind grew the 
unofficial motto: "The Highest Possible Quality at a Reasonable 
Price." Since 1976, the Texas Tech University Center for Professional 
Development has served the needs of more than 130,000 people under 
this motto. The brainchild of College of Business Administration Dean 
Carl H. Stem, the CPD is the most successful provider of high-quality 
non-credit professional development programming in the Sunbelt. What 
started on a shoestring has now grown into a program which assists 
professionals in more than 60 major cities in 28 states. The mission 
of the CPD evolves around seminars, conferences and training programs 
for professionals in business, government, finance and industry. Dr. 
Larry M. Austin, associate dean ot the COBA and director of CPD, can 
be contacted for more information by calling (806) 742-3940, or call 
Toni J. Finn, associate director, at 742-3170. 



COMPUTER CROOKS -- Modern, high technology brings with it better and 
more efficient ways of getting most jobs accomplished in the business 
world. But the criminal element is also attracted to more convenient 
and quicker ways to make an easy buck. Computers seem to be the modern 
mode of operation for today's white collar criminals, according to Dr. 
Kathleen Hennessey, director of the Institute for Studies in 
Organizational Automation at Texas Tech University's College of 
Business Administration. Hennessey, a widely-acknowledged computer 
engineering expert, lectures frequently on computer crime and abuse, 
and ways in which these crimes can be detected in order to short 
circuit the criminal elements operating inside the business 
environment. For an interesting profile of Dr. Hennessey or her work, 
she can be contacted at (806) 742-1609. 

MINORITY BUSINESS -- Counseling services and management training 
programs offered by the Texas Tech Vniversity Small Business 
Development Center has had an appte•ciable impact on minorities in the 
small business community. According· to the year's first-quarter 
report, compiled from SBDC services between Sept. 15-Dec. 31, of a 
total of 93 cases, 18 minority-owned and operated businesses received 
assistance from the Lubbock subcenter which covers a 15-county area. 
In regional service which encompasses 95 counties, a total of 266 
businesses were assisted, including 43 that are minority-owned. The 
SBDC offers, free of charge; ' business counseling, training seminars, 
workshops and conferences. Ted Cadou, director of the SBDC for Tech 
and the College of Business Administration, says the year's success 
stories are significant. Cadou can be contacted for more information 
about this topic by callin,g the SBDC at ,(806) 744-5343 or 742-3420. 

' , .. 
CHANGING ROLES WITH JAPAN -- FQr half a century, Japan has been an apt 
student of the United States -- ~aking American business practices, 
improving upon them and carving an impressive niche for itself in the 
world economy. Now it's time for the U.S. to learn from the Japanese. 
The Southwestern Program for Teaching about Japan is a three-year 
program designed to instruct teachers from Texas, Oklahoma and 
Louisiana about Japan so they cap pass tpe knowledge on to their 
public school students. By the year 2000, the majority of American 
workers will have jobs which require some contact with foreign 
countries so it is important that children begin learning more about 
foreign countries, said Texas Tech education Professor Duane 
Christian, director of the project. ~ighteen teachers visited Japan 
last summer and more than 20 will go this summer. Although teachers 
from all three states will be included, Dallas and Houston are target 
areas because of strong Japanese influences there. The program is 
funded by a $338,230 grant from the United States-Japan Foundation of 
New York and Tokyo. Contact Christian at (806) 742-2356. 

-more-



TEXAS TECH AND TURKISH TALES AND TRADES At first glance, it 
might not seem that a university in West Texas and a complex Middle 
Eastern country have much in common. But, Texas Tech University and 
Turkey are becoming friends as a result of their similarities and 
their differences. The connection is arid and semi-arid land on which 
West Texas and Turkey both produce prime agricultural crops. Through 
its interdisciplinary efforts to understand arid lands and their people, 
Texas Tech's International Center for Arid and Semi-Arid Land Studies 
(ICASALS) is promoting the relationship through an exchange program to 
trade students and faculty. The exchange program is the largest 
Turkish exchange in the United States. The relationship between Tech 
and Turkey goes back to 1961 when Warren Walker, now a Horn professor 
emeritus of English, went as a Fulbright Scholar to Turkey to collect 
Turkish folklore. Since then, Walker and his colleagues have recorded 
on audio more than 3,000 folk tales told by Turkish villagers. More 
than 1,000 of the tales have been 1translated ·to English. The Archive 
of Turkish Oral Narrative is the rargest collection of Turkish 
folklore outside of Turkey ·and is u~ed by researchers around the world 
-- even Turkish researchers who find collections in their country less 
organized and inaccessible. For information about the exchange 
program, contact Dr. Idris R. Traylor, ICASALS director, at (806) 
742-2218. For more about the archive, contact Dr. Walker at (806) 
742-1922. . 
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DISASTER RESEARCH -- Each year, tornadoes, high winds, floods, 
earthquakes, hai l , droughts, fires, frosts and other natural disasters 
account for losses in excess of $2 billion in the United States, 
alone. Personal inconvenience and displacement, suffering, injuries 
and deaths resulting from these disasters add to the losses. 
Researchers at Texas Tech University's Institute for Disaster Resear ch 
and Atmospheric Sciences Center have as objectives the study and 
reduction of the effects of natural disasters. Researchers in 
Atmospheric Sciences stay on top of monitoring and examining the 
after - affects of tornadic activity. A combination of the season, day 
of the week and time of day, for instance, may have more to do with 
the extent of injuries and deaths ' t)'ian the actual intensity of a 
tornado, according to the research. ~Although tornadoes are not unique 
to the colder seasons of the year, the onslaught of high winds that 
usually accompany spring weather attracts more attention to the 
potential of tornadic activity. "Tornadoes have been observed as early 
as late February. This time of year is not too early to start 
preparing," says Dr. Richard E. Peterson. "I think in terms of 
weather, we'll begin seeing ·the blowing dust season which is usually 
an indication of h ow strong a tornadic storm may be," Peterson adds. 
"Anytime you get a tornado on a weekend, especially on a Sunday 
morning, the potential fo~ injury or death is much greater because our 
perception is that it is either early or. l~te in the tornadic season, 
people are in church, or doing som~thing e i s~ ~rather than listening 
for weather warnings." Churches, by their very structural nature with 
high-topped roofs and steeples, make good targets for tornadoes and 
high winds, Peterson warns. For information about hazardous weather 
patterns and activity, contact Dr. Peterson, at (806) 742-3113. 

(Editors Note: On February 3, the Allstate Foundation of Dallas will 
present Tech president Lauro Cavazos with a $25,000 grant that will 
allow the Disaster Research Center to study windstorm damage to 
residential housing. The research will be conducted by Dr. James 
McDonald, who can be contacted at (806) 742-3479.) 

INTERPRETING ENVIRONMENTS -- The· disorientation and confusion 
experienced by persons with Alzheimer's Disease can be decreased with 
a consciously designed living space that enables the patients to 
properly interpret their environments. People who suffer from 
Alzheimer's are unable to rely on their memories for constancies of 
size, color, shape and brightness and have difficulty interpreting 
their living space. Innovative research by a Texas Tech University 
team led by JoAnn L. Shroyer is helping health care providers and care 
givers create effective interior designs of residential and health 
care facilities. Victims of Alzheimer's Disease slowly lose their 
memory, critical judgment, perceptual abilities and emotional and 
psychological security. Shroyer emphasizes that lighting should be 
indirect and diffused t~ reduce glare and shadows. Color scheme s 
should include warm hues because color hues often appear pale to a ging 
eyes. Also, sharp color contrasts and c_omplex patterns can inc r ease 
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confusion. Communication can be encouraged when patients can maneuver 
easily through rooms. Shroyer says designers, planners and care givers 
should consider the practical problems of furniture selection, spatial 
arrangement, lighting, textures, patterns, color, acoustics and 
architectural features. For more information, contact Shroyer, 
coordinator of interior design in the College of Home Economics, at 
(806) 742-1942 or (806) 795-3066. 

ESSENTIAL NUTRIENTS -- Selenium has been called the "essential poison" 
and is both toxic and lifesaving. The nutrient was considered for 30 
years to be a toxin with no redeeming value to plant or animal life, 
but a decade ago the Chinese government began providing selenium 
supplements to millions of citizens and saved many lives. Recognized 
formally in 1980 as an essential nutrient by the U.S. Food and 
Nutrition Board, selenium may help prevent cancer and heart disease. 
Texas Tech University researcher Juiian E. Spallholz is studying the 
effects and advantages of selenium using mice, rats and seeds. 
Spallholz is the director of the Institute for Nutrition Science at 
Texas Tech University and is one of the world's authorities on 
selenium. For more information, contact Spallholz at (806) 742-3124. 
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Tips for The Texas Lawyer 

JUDICIAL TASK FORCE -- The proper balance of the independence and 
responsibility of judges has been a prominent part of political and 
popular debate throughout the country and in Congress. State-wide 
judicial elections in Texas and Michigan were characterized by 
hotly-contested races and an unusual public interest. The theme 
common to all these contests was that the courts had exceeded judicial 
limits. The solution offered -- and accepted by the voters -- was to 
remove the jurists, thereby reasserting the responsibility and 
accountability of the courts to t~e people. Texas Tech University 
School of Law Professor Tom Baker . i~ currently serving as rapporteu r 
to a national task force on the independence and responsibility of 
federal judges. Baker is working on~a background paper for the task 
force, which, when completed, will be presented to the Twentieth 
Century Fund for analysis by prominent group leaders from business, 
government and the academy. The paper will address the major policy 
issues, such as the competing values of independence and 
responsibility, guidelines f9r measuring the current balance between 
these values against constitutional concerns for separation of powers, 
and the mechanisms that .afford independence and responsibility. The 
Twentieth Century Fund provides scholars with an opportunity t o 
challenge prevailing and slgnificant public policy issues, to e valuate 
critically the performance of public and private institutions and to 
identify new tasks for the government. Scholars work in one of four 
broad areas of study: Domestic Policies, Politics and Economics; 
Communications, Science and Technology; Urban Economic and Social 
Issues; and U.S. Policy in the Internatinal Area. Baker can be 
contacted for more information about this topic by calling (806) 
742-3992. 

PRIVATE JAILS -- The American Bar Associ'ation Criminal Justice Section 
Committee on Prison and Jail Problems meets twice a year to discuss 
various legal problems and projects, the current ones, according to 
law professor Jim Moliterno, being prison and jail privatization 
aspects and home arrest systems. The next meeting of the commi t tee 
will be in March in Washington, D.C. ' Moliterno, a member of the 
committee, has worked extensively in areas concerning legal services 
and prison and jail reforms. He is currently working with the 
committee in its focus on appropriate uses of the recently-publicized 
electronic home arrest systems. Moliterno says there is much on-going 
public debate concerning potential uses of the systems -- such as 
whether the devices would be used to increase restrictions placed on 
persons who would normally receive probation without home monitoring, 
or whether they will be used to relieve prison overcrowding. Moliterno 
recently came to the Texas Tech Law School from West Virginia where 
was a member of the West Virginia Board of Directors Legal Services 
Plan, Inc. Moliterno can be contacted for information concerning 
prison or jail topics by calling (806) 742-3620. 

-more-
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THE DEBTOR-CREDITOR GAME -- It may be a sign of the times. A new and 
instructive game centered on bankruptcy law is being played in the 
Tech law school, but with a practical twist. The Debtor-Creditor Game 
is a computer course aimed at developing students' skills and teaching 
the law of bankruptcy. Prof. John Krahrner, however, is developing a 
new version of the game to deal with the recent onslaught of farm 
failures. The game will focus on handling family farm re-organization 
under the newly-passed Chapter 12 of the Bankruptcy Code. Krahrner's 
course has attracted so much attention (more than 80 students enrolled 
last semester) he is currently having to consider splitting the course 
among more than one classload. The computer game simulates how to 
collect debts and handle bankruptcy proceedings. Krahrner can be 
contacted at (806) 742-3920. 

TEXAS HUBBERS -- Many lawyers concern themselves with a variety of pet 
projects and community service issues outside of the legal arena. 
Texas Tech University School of Law professor Reed Quilliam's 
extracurricular arena is baseball 7- and the prospect of revitalizing 
the Texas League sport in Lubbock. Quilliam is chairman of a Lubbock 
Chamber of Commerce Task Force exploring the possibility of bringing 
Texas League baseball to the city. The project has been ongoing for 
the past year, and although it has amassed positive attention from the 
community, financial backing has yet to be worked out. Quilliam, who 
grew up wa tching Texas League baseball in Beaumont, has always enjoyed 
being a spectator of the sport. His project has also gained interest 
in the city from many residents who are former professional players. 
If the project succeeds, the team would most likely assume the 
name of the former West ~~xas-New Mexico League team, the Hubbers, 
which played its last season in Lubbock· i~ li54. Quilliam can be 
contacted for more information at the Tech Law School, (806) 742-3921. 
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