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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 1-10-27-87 

CONTACT: Marydawn Webber 

LUBBOCK -- Natural fibers have played a part in the lives of 

people around the world since the beginning of civilization, when man 

realized he needed clothing for protection of his body. 

After thousands of years of experimentation with all sorts of 

fabrics, natural fibers are still high in demand for clothing. 

In keeping with the tradition of Texas hyperbole, researchers at 

Texas Tech University's, Textile Research Center have developed a new 

100 percent Texas product. 

Registered under the name Texcellana, the new denim material is 
I 

the state's unique answer to excellence, ' combined with natural, 

home-grown cotton and wool. 

The brand name stems from three sources; Texas grown, excellent 

quality and the Spanish word for wool, lana. 

"Texas is blessed with the capacity for producing these fibers. 

We produce up to 40 percent of all the cotton grown in the United 

States, one-fifth of the wool and more than 90 percent of the nation's 

mohair," said Jim Parker, director of the Textile Research Center. 

The TRC has as its primary function research that will lead to 

greater consumption of Texas wool, cotton and mohair, Parker said. 

The process developed at Tech is finding its first commercial 

application this fall at WestPoint Pepperell mills in Georgia. 

-more-
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Parker says the two natural fibers have been blended in material 

before, but the new technique of using short wool fibers makes 

Texcellana unique. 

The way we're doing it is new," Parker said. "We take the wool 

right off the sheep's back, and after scouring, it can run nicely 

through the cotton system." 

Shearings are done twice a year to obtain the shorter wool 

fibers, he added. The schedule for .twice-a-year shearing usually falls 

in April and August or September. ·, · 
A 

Parker said environmental conditions and maintainence of animal 

vigor make this twice-annual shearing more practical for growers. 

Scientists have also found that the ewes are more productive when 

their wool is kept short, increasing production by as much as six to 

eight percent, according to Parker. 
,, ' 

But still, Parker said the demand is outweighing the supply. 

The Georgia mill, for exampl~, will need an estimated 200,000 

pounds of the short wool this fall, while each sheep produces about 

five-to-six pounds of fiber per shearing. 

"As it stands now, the research is complete, the product's been 

developed, and we're in the process of promoting," he said, adding, 

"We've already had tremendous interest across the nation. Right now 

we've gotten more attention and interest than we have fabric but we're 

in the process of producing more." 

The yarn and fabric production for Texcellana is spun, woven and 

finished at the TRC. Support for research and development for the 

fabric was sponsored by the Natural Fibers and Food Protein Commission 

of Texas. 

The fiber content consists of 80 percent Texas cotton and 20 

percent Texas wool. 

-more-
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Parker said the primary sources for the material are in Val Verde 

County, where most of the raw wool is produced, and Lubbock County, 

where the majority of the state's cotton is grown. 

The finished fabric for denim is more lightweight than other 

denim fabrics, weighing nine ounces per square yard, compared with the 

normal weight of denim in jeans which is 14 ounces per square yard. 

The fiber is made from wool shorn twice per year, every six 

months of growth to provide a one and one-half inch fiber that is 

suitable for spinning with cotton~ '(For more information about 

Texcellana, contact Parker, or John Price, assistant director of the 

TRC, at 806 747-3790). 

-30-
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NEWS RELEASE 

Texas Tech University 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center 

News and Publications 
Box 4640 / Lubbock, Texas 79409-2022/(806) 742-2136 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 2-10-28-87 

CONTACT: Marydawn Webber 

LUBBOCK -- "A Perspective on Texas' Future" will be the keynote 

address presented by former congressman Kent Hance during the 

Thirty-Fifth Annual Texas Tech Tax Institute. 

Harold B. Scoggins, president.· 9f the Independent Petroleum 

Association of America, will also b e a key speaker and will present 

his topic, "A Look at the Future of the Petroleum Industry," during 

a luncheon at 12:15 p.m. Thursday. 

Hance will give his address during the second day luncheon at 

12:15 p.m. Friday. 

The theme for this y~~r's tax institute is "Latest 

Interpretations of the '86 Tax Act." 

The two-day institute, sponsored by the Texas Tech University, 

Center for Professional Development, will be at the Lubbock Memorial 

Civic Center Banquet Hall. 

Other topics to be discussed during Thursday's forum will be: "An 

Update on Individual and Corporate Taxation," "Potential Criminal and 

Civil Liability of the Tax Return Preparer," "Current Developments in 

Estate & Gift Taxation," "Current Developments in Oil and Gas 

Taxation," and "Investvent Strategies in View of the 1986 Tax Reform 

Act." 

Topics to be presented Friday will be: "The Tax Preparer and the 

IRS," "Plan Distributions," "New Developments in Farm and Ranch 

Taxation," "Reporting Requirements," and "Current Developments in 

Partnership Taxation." 

-30-

AFTER HOURS CALL: Joe Sanders, University News, 799- 1781 • Preston Lewis, Health Sciences Center, 745-1718 • Dorothy White, Broadcast, 745-4493 



NEWS RELEASE 

Texas Tech University 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center 

News and Publications 
Box 4640 / Lubbock, Texas 79409-2022 / (806) 742-2136 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 3-10-28-87 

CONTACT: Beverly Taylor 

LUBBOCK -- Russell L. Nelson of Cedar Hill, a May graduate from 

Texas Tech University, has been awarded the 1987 W. Curry and Frances 

M. Holden Award of Achievement by ,the Anthropology Department. 

' Established in 1973 by Dr. ~nd Mrs. Holden, the award is given to 

a student who completes an undergraduate major in anthropology with 

superior performance. The award includes a certificate and $500 

check. Recipients' names are engraved on a plaque in the department. 

Nelson is the son of Mr. and Mrs. H. Dan Johnston, 2514 79th, 

Lubbock, and Darrell Nelson of Tulia. He earned a bachelor of arts 

degree in anthropology and a bachelor of science in zoology. 

The award is only given whep a candidate is nominated and 

supported unanimously by the anthropology faculty. 

Nelson is currently a research assistant at the University of 

Texas Health Science Center in Dallas. He plans later to enter 

Southwestern Medical School there. 

While at Texas Tech, he was a member of the Anthropological 

Society and the Pistol Team. 

Dr. Holden taught history and anthropology courses after coming 

to Texas Tech in 1929. He was curator of what was then the West Texas 

Museum. The museum's small collection was first housed in the West 

Texas Museum building, which, after it was enlarged, was renamed 

Holden Hall in Holden's honor. When the museum collection moved to 

its current location, it was renamed the Museum of Texas Tech. 

-30-
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NEWS RELEASE 

Texas Tech University 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center 

News and Publications 
Box 4640 / Lubbock, Texas 79409-2022/ (806) 742-2136 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 5-10-29-87 

CONTACT: Marydawn Webber 

LUBBOCK -- A Texas Tech University business graduate student will 

be among notable Texans honored this week by the Texas Business Hall 

of Fame Foundation. 

James Reagan McLaurin, a gradu~te student in Tech's College of 

Business Administration, is among 15 scholarship recipients selected 

from more than 300 nominees from throughout the state who will receive 

awards during the Fifth Annua·1 Texas Business Hall of Fame Awards 

Dinner in Houston. 

Five outstanding Texans will also b~ inducted into the Texas 

Business Hall of Fame. They are Lloyd M. Bentsen, Sr. of McAllen, 

Robert H. Dedman of Dallas, Gerald D. Hines of Houston, Gen. Robert F. 

McDermott of San Antopio and Robert Mosbacher of Houston. 

Past inductees have included such notables as Mary Kay Ash, Amon 

G. Carter, Sr., Ray Ellison, H.L. Hunt and H. Ross Perot. 

McLaurin is currently working toward obtaining his PhD with a 

concentration in strategic management, and also teaches a course in 

business enterprise at the university. 

"Last spring I was deeply honored to have even been nominated by 

the faculty and administration in the College of Business 

Administration. When I was notified of the decision of the award, I 

was deeply moved," said McLaurin, who attributes his views on 

management and entrepreneurialism in part to his success. 

-more-

AFTER HOURS CALL: Joe Sanders, University News. 799-1781 • Preston Lewis, Health Sciences Center, 745-1718 • Dorothy White, Broadcast, 745-4493 
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McLaurin explains his views do not constitute any single, or 

combination of traits that guarantee success, but states, "In my own 

experience, I have found that a constant desire to learn is the most 

pervading characteristic that comes to mind. 

"This desire to learn encompasses more than text books. Knowledge 

comes from many sources such as work, personal relationships, 

successes and failures. The constant pursuit of this knowledge will 

always keep one vital and alive." 

McLaurin began his own pursuit ·_in the company of a twin brother 
~ 

during his high school years in his hometown of Oxford, Miss. The 

brothers developed means to offset their college related expenses with 

the tools of ingenuity on hand at the small farm where they grew up. 

These projects included a small feeder calf operation, irrigated truck 

crops and quarter horse breeding. 
;, 

After receiving his BBA in accounting at the University of 

Mississippi, and his Juris Doctor in 1977 at the Mississippi School of 

Law, McLaurin applied his entrepreneurial skills to the practice of 

law. 

Later on, his college work experience in large scale 

manufacturing techniques took McLaurin from the mountains of the 

Brooks Range to the Alaskan ice pack in the Arctic Ocean, where he 

worked constructing ice roads across the frozen waters and built 

islands to access new drill sites. 

"From these environs, I continued to rely upon the people who 

worked for us to develop new techniques and insights to solving 

problems," McLaurin recalled. 

"The natural continuation of this pursuit of knowledge is the 

proper application of it. If you have gained all the knowledge in the 

world, but never apply it, then you have wasted your time," he said. 

-more-
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McLaurin, who said he hopes his career path will lead him into an 

academic position in strategic management, credits his parents, Dr. 

and Mrs. J.P. McLaurin of Oxford with providing him with the 

incentives and moral support to pursue his professional development. 

At Tech, McLaurin said his greatest influence in making his 

career choice has been Lois Bernhardt, graduate programs advisor for 

the College of Business Administration. 

"After meeting with Lois and dtscussing with her the university's 
' programs, opportunities, faculty and the community, I discovered that 

• Tech had the depth and breadth that I required," he said. 

McLaurin is currently president of the Business Graduate Student 

Society, and is a member of numerous other honorary organizations. 

This is the second year that the awards have been recognized by 

the Foundation, and the second time a Tech student has been selected 

among the top students who have demonstrated an outstanding academic 

record and leadership traits, coupled with a demonstrated propensity 

for entrepreneurial achievement. Last year's Business Hall of Fame 

scholarship recipient from Tech was Debbie Matalone. 

The $1,000 award recognizes outstanding men and women who are 

currently pursuing a master's degree in business at Texas institutions 

of higher learning which are fully accredited by the Southern 

Association of Colleges and Schools. 

-30-



NEWS RELEASE 

Texas Tech University 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center 

News and Publications 
Box 4640 / Lubbock, Texas 79409-2022 / (806) 742-2136 

Story ideas for week of 
Nov. 2, 1987. 
6-10-30-87 

BABY SHOCK -- An 18-month-old child's life is changed when she falls 
into a well, is trapped in the blackness for more than two days, 
emerges with serious injuries and faces a future of being hounded by 
the press for the indefinite future~ Dr. John Simonds, professor of 
psychiatry at Texas Tech's Health sciences Center, says those 
conditions can bring about behavioral problems for a toddler which can 
last a short time or can be .life-lon9. Dr. Simonds says the child's 
parents and close relatives will be 1mportant in guiding the child 
through the days just after such a traumatic experience and in trying 
to minimize the lasting effects. For more, call Dr. Simonds, 743-2800. 

WINE AND DINE -- Winegrowing is a century-old art in Texas, yet 
it's only in its infancy as a state industry. The "Texas Vintage and 
Vittles" Symposium on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 6-7, will feature 
Texas wines and foods. U.S. representatives on the House Committee on 
Agriculture who will attend 1 include E. (Kika) de la Garza, chairman, 
Charles Stenholm and Larry tombest. The ptogram will offer an 
introduction to the Texas wine industry with a review of future 
prospects, marketing challenges for the industry and domestic and 
international promotional programs. A reception for members of the 
press is planned at 7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 6 at the Terrace Suite of the 
Lubbock Memorial Civic Center. The "Texas Vintage and Vittles" 
Symposium is sponsored by the Restaurant, Hotel and Institutional 
Management (RHIM) Program in Texas Tech's College of Home Economics. 
For information, contact John Fitzgerald of RHIM at 742-3068. 

AIDS EXPERT -- One of the nation's leading authorities on AIDS, Dr. 
Bruce Dull, presents a unique perspective on the recent disease as a 
former assistant director of the U.S. Public Health Service's Centers 
for Disease Control in Atlanta, Ga. A press conference with Dr. Dull 
is scheduled for 12:15 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 3, in the press conference 
room at the Lubbock International Airport. Later Tuesday, Dr. Dull 
will present a free lecture at Texas Tech at 8:15 p.m. in the 
University Center Allen Theater. 

For assistance in developing these or 
other story ideas, call News & 
Publications, 742-2136. 

AFTER HOURS CALL: Joe Sanders. University News, 799-1781 • Preston Lewis, Health Sciences Center, 745-1718 • Dorothy White. Broadcast. 745-4493 



NEWS RELEASE 

Texas Tech University 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center 

News and Publications 
Box 4640 / Lubbock, Texas 79409-2022 / (806) 742-2136 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 7-10-30-87 

CONTACT: Marydawn Webber 

LUBBOCK -- Modern, high technology brings with it better and more 

efficient ways of getting most jobs accomplished in the business 

world. 

But the criminal element is als0 attracted to more convenient and ., 

quicker ways to make an easy buck. 

Computers seem to be the modern preferred mode to today's white 

collar criminals, according to Dr. Kathleen Hennessey, director of the 

Institute for Studies in Organlzational Automation at Texas Tech 

University's, College of Business Administration. 

Hennessey, widely recognized computer engineering e~pert, 

lectures frequently on computer crime and abuse, and ways in which 

these crimes can be detected in order to circumvent the criminal 

elements operating inside the business environment. 

Anyone who has fallen victim ·to the frustrations caused when 

'computer malfunctions' occur will agree: at times, the machines are 

not exactly tops on the list of man's best friend. 

But Hennessey says that while people are sometimes amused when 

they hear or read about some ingenious scheme contrived via computer 

manipulation, "Computer fraud is serious and crime is becoming more 

electronic all the time." 

In fact, she says, the FBI considers it the nation's second 

largest industry, exceeded only by the illegal drug trade. 

-more-
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It's no wonder then, that her primary audience is found at the 

Federal Law Enforcement Training Center in Glynco, Ga., where she 

updates her lectures annually to provide the latest information on 

computer fraud, computer hackers and techniques for prevention. 

Hennessey's latest topics include: Artificial Intelligence 

Techniques for Criminal Investigations, Advance Topics in 

Computer-Related Crime and Dealing with Hackers and Using Advanced 

Techniques for Surveillance, Crime Detection and Investigation. 

"A lot of the techniques they use are just artificial 

intelligence, only on paper." Hennessey said investigators are now 

capable of monitoring information passing through computer networks 

using TAPS on the data communication lines. 

Using the Iran-Contra focus on the criminal act of shredding of 

evidence as an example, Hennessey explained, "Now, sometimes shredding 

won't help. (Investigators) were able to retrieve almost all the 

messages that were shredded from. the backup network. 

"Those documents are stored in memory units that hold the 

messages. I explain to law enforcement agents how to get the stuff out 

of those units and I show them ways to intercept messages, which are 

perfectly legal on the public networks." 

Hennessey said it is hard to determine the true extent of 

electronic fraud because it is often hard to detect, and when it is 

discovered, companies are often reluctant to press charges because of 

publicity associated with a trial. Further, law enforcement agencies 

are gaining ground, but have not fully developed the expertise to 

combat computer crime. 

Hennessey classifies the perpetrators of computer crimes into 

three categories; trespassers, vandals and burglars. 

-more-
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"Hackers, the most visible of the three, are the trespassers of 

computer crime," she said. "They want to get into computers to see 

things and they want people to know about it." 

She describes trespassers, or hackers, as often being students 

who are young, inexperienced, curious and experimentally testing their 

skills. "And they're making a very serious mistake, usually for the 

first time. If there is anything that can be gotten into, they find a 

way. The answer is to constructively get them out of any illegal 

activity." 

Hennessey said the hacker's access into a system should be taken 

as a serious symptom, however. "If hackers get into the system, there 

will often be 'quiet access' also." 

Vandals, by contrast, break into computer systems to change or 

damage records. Vandals' motives may be mischief or revenge, but they 

usually get little more out of it than satisfaction, she said. 

The third, and most serious category are burglars. They are 

usually professional, competent company insiders, who know the ins and 

outs of the company's accounting and auditing systems. Their 

sophistication and computer-manipulating techniques make them 

difficult to catch. 

The possibilities for computer fraud schemes are limited only by 

the perpetrator's knowledge of the computer system and his ingenuity, 

Hennessey said. 

Hennessey said seldom do computer burglars begin as hackers. 

"Hackers, when given responsibility, usually clean up their act," 

she said. 

The electronic burglar, however, often fits into an unexpected 

profile. 

-more-
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Hennessey describes the computer burglar as usually, "one of a 

company's best and most competent employees. He's loyal, goes quietly 

about his work and often works overtime and on weekends. And, if 

anything ever goes wrong with the computer system, he's there to help 

fix it. After all, he has a vested interest in it." 

Even when a burglar is exposed, getting a court conviction for 

the crime is difficult because computer evidence is so ephemeral and 

so easily duplicated, she said. 
. ' 

In addition to the courtroom ·· difficulties, there's that problem 

with the public's perception of computer fraud. 

"It's the Robin Hood syndrome, the public believing no one's 

getting hurt by computer crimes," Hennessey said. "The fact is, it's 

hurting us all." 

More information on this topic can be obtained by contacting 

Hennessey at (806) 742-1609. 

-30-
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Box 4640 / Lubbock, Texas 79409-2022 / (806) 742-2136 

HEALTH TIPSHEET 
from 

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER 
October 30, 1987 

BUNDLE OF NERVES -- The neurons of the central nervous system are the 
link between the brain and the rest of the body. These specialized 
cells which conduct nerve impulses to and from the brain can also be 
the major roadblock to recovery for victims of paralysis, stroke, 
Parkinson's disease, Alzheimer's disease or other degenerative 
diseases of aging. The reasons are that neuron interrelationships 
are extremely complex and the neu; ons are difficult to isolate or 
grow in the laboratory. However,. the latter · is changing. TTUHSC 
Cell Biology and Anatomy Professor .Penelope Coates, Ph.D., has 
developed a method of growing these neurons in the laboratory. She 
uses a three-dimensional hydrated collagen lattice which allows a 
neuron to grow individually, instead of in multi-cell clusters. 
Isolating a single neuron prevents its function from being influenced 
by contact with other neurons. That could help clarify how central 
nervous system neurons work ,and how their axons, or nerve fibers, 
could regenerate like axons found in neurons of the peripheral 
nervous system. Ultimately, the answer to regeneration could improve 
treatment for paralysis· and degenerative disease of the central 
nervous system. For mor~ on this basic research funded by the 
National Institutes of H~ .lth, contact Coates at (806) 743-2715. 

UP IN THE AIR -- Though smoking can be detrimental to your health 
during any activity, it may be especially harmful during airline 
flights. The reason is altitude. The greater the altitude, reports 
TTUHSC Physiology Professor James McGrath, Ph.D., the thinner the 
air and the less efficient a substance, such as tobacco, will burn. 
Consequently, more carbon monoxide is produced by cigarettes smoked 
at a high altitude. A carbon monoxide level of 50 parts per million 
at an altitude of 6,000 feet can cause a decline in mental alertness 
and even disorientation. That level compares with the 400 parts per 
million a smoker may inhale and the 95 parts per million a person 
seated adjacent to a smoker may breathe. Despite being pressurized, 
airline cabins are not adjusted to the atmospheric pressure at sea 
level (2,116 pounds per square foot) where burning and breathing are 
more efficient. Instead, they are maintained at a level comparable 
to the atmospheric pressure at an altitude of about 8,000 feet. That 
subjects passengers and crew to the double jeopardy of more carbon 
monoxide in the air at a time when their bodies must work harder to 
supply adequate oxygen. For details on smoking at high altitudes or 
on smoking's physiological effects in conjunction with the Great 
American Smokeout on Nov. 19, contact McGrath at (806) 743-2539. 

8-10-30-87 

For assistance in covering these or 
other stories, contact TTUHSC news 
manager Preston Lewis at (806) 
743-2143. Photographs and video 
footage can be arranged upon request. 

AFTER HOURS CALL: Joe Sanders, University News, 799-1781 • Preston Lewis, Health Sciences Center, 745- 1718 • Dorothy White, Broadcast, 745-4493 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

REF: 

CONTACT: Carmella Gutierrez 

LUBBOCK -- An outstanding Texas Tech University professor and 

three former Red Raider athletes wi~l be honored by the Dads and Moms 

Association during Family Day activities Friday and Saturday (Nov. 

6-7) on campus. 

The annual event begins with a recognitions banquet at 6:30 p.m. 

Friday at the University Center Ballroom. T. Jones, interim vice 

president for development and director of athletics, is the featured 

speaker and J.Q. Warnick Jr., president of the Dads and Moms 
,! 

Association, is the master of ceremonies.' The cost is $8.50 per 

person. 

At the banquet, Jeanette G. Harris will be presented the Spencer 

A. Wells Faculty Award. Harris, an associate professor of English, 

will be presented with a $300 cash award provided by the 

Hemphill-Wells Foundation. 

Harris will be awarded for her innovations and creative teaching 

methods in the English department. In 1982, sh~ developed the Writing 

Center, established to provide students the opportunity to improve 

their writing skills with individualized instruction. In addition, 

Harris has restructured the freshman writing curriculum to emphasize 

persuasive and academic writing to better prepare students to meet the 

writing demands of the university. 

-more-
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Also at the banquet, Gene Barnett, Tim Hatch and Jerry Haggard, 

three former Texas Tech athletes, will be inducted into the Athletic 

Hall of Honor. 

A brunch is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. Saturday in the University 

Center Ballroom. Cost is $5 per person. Texas Tech students, family 

and friends will have the opportunity to meet members of the 

university administration and members of the Dads and Moms Association 

in the University Center courtyard. 

At noon the Texas Tech - Texas '.' ohristian University football game 

will begin at Jones Stadium and will be televised on Lubbock Channel 

11. 

The annual Student Association talent show will wrap up the 

weekend's events at 8:15 p.m. Saturday at the University Center Allen 

Theatre. Admission is $2. · 

For more information a~out Family Day activities, telephone the 

Dads and Moms Association at (806)742-3630. 

-30-
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