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CONTACT: Joe Sanders 

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI TO BE HONORED 

1-8-31-87 

LUBBOCK -- Four outstanding graduates of Texas Tech University 

have been selected to receive the Distinguished Alumnus Award, the 

highest honor bestowed by the Ex-Students Association and the 

University. 

The recipients were chosen for . their significant contributions to 

society through their lives and their work and for the distinction 

they bring to their alma mater. The four graduates are: 

-- Georgia Mae Smith Ericson, B.S. '36, retired dietitian and 

food service manager, now stock farmer, Mt. Blanco Canyon, Crosbyton, 

Texas. 
il 

Robert L. Pfluger, B.S. '51, rancher, San Angelo, Texas. 

Dr. Floyd C. Rector, B.S . '50, medical educator, Sausalito, 

California. 

-- Cong. Charles Stenholm, B.S. '61, M.S. '62, U.S. Congressman, 

Arlington, Virginia. 

The four will receive the award during formal ceremonies Friday, 

Oct. 23, in the University Center Ballroom on the Tech campus. The 

annual Distinguished Alumni dinner will begin at 7 p.m., preceded by a 

reception in the U.C. Courtyard at 6:30 p.m. Tickets, at $12 each, 

are available only by reservation from the Ex-Students Association 

office, P.O. Box 4009, Lubbock, TX 79409. 

Georgia Mae Smith Ericson 

Mrs. Ericson is said to have grit, determination and foresight. 

As granddaughter of the Hank Smiths, first settlers in West Texas, the 

traits come naturally. 

-more-
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Her pioneer relatives, likewise, have been the basis for many of 

Ericson's interests, all of them benefiting preservation, ranching 

heritage and historical organizations and educational institutions, 

primary among them her alma mater, Texas Tech. 

A native of Mt. Blanco in Crosbyton, Ericson entered Texas Tech 

in 1931 at the age of 14, the youngest freshman on campus. She 

graduated with a degree in food and nutrition and held positions in 

dietetics and food service in such areas as the University of Chicago 

International House, St. John's Coliege in Annapolis, Md., Washington, 
' 

D.C., New York, Connecticut, and Vermont. 

At one time, she managed the Allies Inn Tea Room near the White 

House. She also owned and o~erated a catering service in Washington 

that served such dignitaries as President and Mrs. Harry Truman and 

Congressman and Mrs. George Mahon of Texas. 
;\ 

Mrs. Ericson returned to Texas following the death of her 

husband, Stanley Gustav Ericson, who had been a labor negotiator for 

AT&T. In her active professional life she had led a major dietetics 

association and food service groups, as well as managing her own 

businesses and holding prominent professional positions. But after 

her husband's death, her heart and new projects to tackle were in West 

Texas. 

One project was the construction of a solar ranch home in Blanco 

Canyon. The home, Casa del Sol, was planned and constructed as a 

demonstration project and meeting place for Texas Tech faculty and 

staff, interested professionals, and service groups in history and 

education. 

The solar home has become a special facility for tours, meetings 

and social functions. Funds raised from these events have supported 

some of Mrs. Ericson's favorite projects. 

-more-
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Among these projects are the Stanley Gustav Ericson Foundation 

(in memory of her late husband), Crosby County Pioneer Memorial 

Museum, Achievement Reward for College Scientists Foundation, 

scholarships for Texas Tech and Lubbock Christian University, and the 

Ranching Heritage Association. The Casa de Sol will also be known 

next year as the site of the Hank Smith Historical Center. 

Ericson has been a strong supporter of the Living Bank 

International at the TTU Health Sciences Center and numerous other 

projects. Casa del Sol has welcomed local and international visitors 

and is the "open house" for Texas Tech Horne Economics recruiters. 

Recognizing both her professional and service roles, the College 

of Horne Economics recognized Mrs. Ericson in 1983 as one of the first 

two recipients of their Distinguished Alumna Award. 

Robert L. Pfluger 

Pfluger has been active in all aspects of the ranching industry 

in the state of Texas. He is a -producer of Angora goats, sheep and 

cattle. His principal contributions have been in Angora goat and 

sheep production and the related organizations serving the sheep and 

goat industry. 

Pfluger is a native of Eden, Texas, and a graduate of Eden High 

School. He graduated with honors fro~ Texas Tech in 1951 with a 

degree in animal husbandry. 

Following in the tradition of the Pfluger family, he became 

self-employed and today is owner and operator of ranches in Sutton, 

Kimble, Edwards and Crockett Counties in Texas. 

Pfluger was a founding member of the Mohair Council of America 

and has served as a director of the council since 1966. From 1978 

through 1984, he was secretary-treasurer, vice president and president 

-more-
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of the group. While serving as vice president in 1982, he was 

instrumental in the reestablishment of the council's New York office. 

The office, under the direction of the Mohair Council, began an 

intensive campaign to develop relations and increase interest in 

mohair by the fashion industry in New York City and on the East Coast 

that has expanded the use of mohair significantly. 

During 1983 and 1984, he traveled in Europe promoting 

American-produced mohair. He also served as a representative to the 
I 

International Mohair Association fr9m the Mohair Council of America. 

Pfluger has been a director of the Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers 

Association for more than 20 years and served for a number of years as 

chairman of the wool and mohair marketing committee. 

Active in community and civic affairs, Pfluger served as a member 

of the Texas Tech Board of 1 Regents from March 1975 until February 
I 

1981. For two years, he chaired the group. In 1985, he was elected 

to the board of directors of the ' Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas. 

For his outstanding contributions to his field, the College of 

Agricultural Sciences named Pfluger as a Distinguished Alumnus in 

1986. 

He is married to the former Susan Meadows of San Angelo, and he 

has three children: Walter of San Angelo, Audrey of Dallas and Bob of 

Houston. 

Dr. Floyd C. Rector, Jr. 

Rector has been called "the world's foremost renal physiologist" 

for the past 30 years. He is the author of hundreds of scientific 

papers that have contributed to the understanding of kidney function. 

He has written three editions of "The Kidney," which is the standard 

textbook on kidney disease. 

-more-
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His position and rank at the University of California School of 

Medicine is Professor VII, held only by Nobel laureates and other of 

equal renown. 

Originally from Slaton, Texas, Rector earned a bachelor's degree 

from Tech in 1950. His undergraduate medical education was at 

Southwestern Medical School in Dallas, where he also received training 

in internal medicine and nephrology. 

Following two years at the National Institute of Health, Rector ,, 
., 

returned to Southwestern as assistant professor of medicine. In only 
A 

seven years, he rose to full professor and assumed the position of 

director of the division of nephrology. In 1973, he moved to the 

University of California Medical Center at San Francisco as chief of 

the division of nephrology in the department of medicine and 

cardiovascular research institute. 
I· 

Rector is presently professor of medicine and physiology and 

senior scientist with the Cardiovascular Research Institute and the 

medical center. 

Rector has been presented with the Homer Smith Award, the highest 

honor bestowed upon a renal physiologist. He has also served as 

president of the American Society of Nephrology. 

Many of Rector's former trainees ~old important positions in 

American medicine. They include the chairmen in medicine at two of 

Texas' own universities--Dr. Neil A. Kurtzman at Texas Tech and Dr. 

Jay Stein at the University of Texas at San Antonio--and Dr. Manual 

Martinez-Maldonado, chairman of internal medicine at the University of 

Puerto Rico. Rector has trained more than a dozen chiefs of 

nephrology divisions in this country and others. 

He has been called "a penetrating clinical investigator" who has 

made outstanding contributions to diverse areas of his field. He has 

-more-
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been named a Fellow by the American Association for the Advancement of 

Science and by the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

Rector is married to the former Marjorie Bullen. Mrs. Rector's 

father, Charles Bullen, is a former chairman of the department of 

electrical engineering at Tech, and her uncle, William Miller, was the 

first dean of the College of Engineering. The Rectors reside in 

Sausalito, Calif. 

Charles Stenholm 

Stenholm's leadership in national agricultural economy have 

attracted widespread attention and acclaim. 

He earned a bachelor's degree in agricultural education in 1961 

and a master's degree in 1962. He taught vocational agriculture for 

more than three years before holding professional positions with the 

Rolling Plains Cotton Growers, Stamford Electric Cooperative, and as a 

cotton, cattle and wheat farmer on the Double "S" Farms. 

He was elected to the U.S. Congress in 1978, representing the 

17th Texas Congressional District. Now in his fifth consecutive term, 

Stenholm serves on the House Agriculture Committee and Veterans 

Affairs Committee. He is chairman of the subcommittee on dairy, 
. 

livestock and poultry, and he is coordinator of the Conservative 

Democratic Forum. 

Stenholm has supported agricultural legislation and small 

business and budgetary matters. He was honored as an Outstanding 

Agriculturalist in 1979 by the College of Agricultural Sciences at 

Tech and a Distinguished Alumnus of the college in 1981. 

Prior to his first term as a congressman, Stenholm served on 

several state and national boards. He has been honored with numerous 

awards recognizing his service and outstanding leadership abilities. 

In most recent years, Stenholm was chosen for Watch Dog of the 

-more-
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Treasury Award, the Leadership Award from the American Security 

Council and the Guardian of Small Business award. 

In 1986, he was presented with the Quarterback Award from the 

National Grain and Feed Association. 

He is married to the former Cynthia Ann Watson, and the couple 

has three children, Chris, Gary and Courtney Ann. 

-30-
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LUBBOCK -- Visitors to Texas Tech University's, Textile Research 

Center's Open House will see first-hand the impact of the center on 

the future economy of the state's three natural fibers; cotton, wool 

and mohair. 

The center will open its door~ to all interested persons from 

9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Sept. 12, at 'the new f~cilities located at 1001 

East Loop 289. Among those expected to visit the new center are 

farmers, businessmen, bankers and members of the media. 

TRC Director James Parker said the event will include a tour of 

the facility and new research laboratories, beginning with fiber 

testing and continuing through to the finished fabric. 
;I 

"The open house tour will feature materials evaluation, opening, 

carding and combing, ring spinning, open-end spinning, worsted 

processing, warp preparation, weaving, knitting and chemical 

processing," said Parker. 

The Tech High Riders will host the tours and refreshments will be 

served throughout the day. 

The new facility encompasses 110,000 square feet of space, a vast 

improvement over the 65,000 square feet of housing on campus, Parker 

said, adding "This is much more conducive to conducting research." 

Parker said the purpose of the open house is to permit people of 

Lubbock and the surrounding area to see the research center and what 

it does to benefit fiber production in Texas. 

A technical symposium and dedication of the new center will take 

place Nov. 17-19. 

-30-
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LUBBOCK -- "We The People" of Lubbock will celebrate the nation's 

200th birthday of the U.S. Constitution with an array of colonial 

mood-setting events. 

The ideas and philosophies of the founding generation that 

influenced the writing of the Const~tution and its signing into law on 

Sept. 17, 1787 will be brought to l~ie at activities scheduled Sept. 

15 and 24 throughout the city. 

The series of period reenactments emphasizing the intent of the 

framers are free to the public, sponsored in part by grants from the 

Texas Committee for the Humanities, a state program of the National 

Endowment for the Humanities, and from the Ford Foundation through the 

ii . 
League of Women Voters Education Fund. 

"What we're trying to do overall is have some bicentennial event 

in Lubbock that gives the community the opportunity to participate in 

something significant, and something that is also a little on the 

authentic and intellectual side," said Dave Cummins, a Texas Tech 

University law professor and one of several constitutional 

authorities participating in the programs. 

"We want to indicate the importance of the Constitution, which is 

a living document that constantly changes." 

Cummins said he expects the audience will participate and play a 

major role in the bicentennial activities. 

"This is open to the public and I hope the audience will make 

comments, statements, express pleasure or displeasure. It's their 

Constitution and they should participate," he said. 

-more-
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The celebration kicks off with a "Town Hall Meeting" from 7:30-9 

p.m. Sept. 15 at St. John's United Methodist Church, 1501 University 

Ave. 

Dressed in period costume, actors from the Actor's Trading Post 

will stage a reenactment of state debates over ratification of the 

product of the federal convention. 

Tech Law School Dean Frank Newton will deliver a speech on "The 

Intent of the Framers"- and its impact today. Responses to New1:-on's 

delivery will follow from members of ·a panel consisting of Avalanche 

Journal General Manager Frank Anderson, Davis Price, pastor of 

Covenant Presbyterian Church; and Dr. Fran Scott, Tech philosophy 

professor. 

The discussion will then be open to the audience. 

Four locations in the city have been selected as sites for 
I 

community discussion forums on "First Amendment Rights" with each 

scheduled for 7:30-9p.m. Sept. 24. 

Topics to be presented _will be: 

*"The Right of the Media to Obtain and Release Information," led 

by Professor Dave Cummins, presented at the Godeke Branch Public 

Library, 66th and Quaker. 

*"Morality and Free Expression," led by Professor Charles Bubany 

and Barbara Adams, presented at Agape United Methodist Church, 1215 

Slide Road. 

*"English as a Second Language," led by Dr. Herman Garcia, 

presented at Rodgers Community Center, 3200 Amherst. 

*"Rights of Speech, Assembly, and Petition," led by U.S. 

Magistrate J.Q. Warnick, presented at Mae Simmons Community Center, 

23rd and Oak. 

-30-
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LUBBOCK--The Lubbock chapter of the Fraternal Order of the 

Eagles has donated $5,000 to the Alzheimer's Center at the Texas Tech 

University Health Sciences Center. 

The gift is the largest ever made by the Lubbock chapter and one 

of the largest donations by a Texas chapter. The donation will fund 
I• 

ongoing work by Dr. Jeffrey w. Elias of the Texas Tech University 
\ 

Psychology Department. Elias is conducting research to help families 

better cope with the difficulties when a relative has Alzheimer's 

disease. 

Alzheimer's Disease is a neurological disorder which affects the 

memory and other brain functions of more than 2 million Americans. 

Dr. J. Thomas Hutton, director of the Alzheimer's Center, said the 

number of Alzheimer's patients will more than double in the next 50 

years unless a cure is found. 

"Our best opportunity to prevent this human tragedy is through 

research," Hutton said. "This generous donation will assist us in 

' 
both carrying out research activity and in supporting graduate 

students who may choose this area as their life's work." 

-30-
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LUBBOCK--Methods of treating patients with chronic pain or 

patients with acute post operative pain will be covered during the 

Fourth Annual Pain Symposium Sept. 19-20 at the Texas Tech University 

Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC). 

Speakers will include Brian ~eady, director of Acute Pain 
' 

Service, University Hospital, University of Washington; Sampson 

Lipton, director of the Center Pain Relief, Walton Hospital, 

Liverpool, England; Menno E. Slyuter, director of the Pain Relief 

Unit at Lutherse Diaconessen Ziekenhuis, Amsterdam, Holland; and 

Gabor Racz, chairman of, the TTUHSC Department of Anesthesiology. 

The symposium, desi~~ed for health . care professionals, costs 

$100 for physicians and $50 for others in the health field. The 

symposium will emphasize blending basic scientific knowledge into 

clinical practice. 

The program will examine the latest in pain control methods, 

including clinical use of suggestion, differential nerve blockade, 

surgery and pain control drugs. 

available to physicians. 

Continuing education credits are 

Symposium sponsors are the TTUHSC Department of Anesthesiology, 

Pain Center and Office of Continuing Medical Education. For more 

information or to register, contact Vicki Hollander, Office of 

Continuing Medical Education, TTUHSC, Lubbock, Texas 79430, (806) 

743-2929. 

-30-
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LUBBOCK -- About 20 slots are available for tutoring this fall 

at the Texas Tech University College of Education Reading Laboratory. 

Students from kindergarten through 12th grade can sign up for the 

program. Sessions will be from 4:15-4:55 p.m. or 5:05-5:45 p.m. 

Mondays and Wednesdays or Tuesday9, and Thursdays beginning Sept. 14. 

The fall schedule runs through Dec. 7 . . 
Established in 1970, the Reading lab offers individual tutoring 

and assessment of reading difficulties for students slow to develop 

reading skills and for those diagnosed as learning disabled and 

dyslexic. 

Reading Lab director Lester G. Butler said the program emphasizes 
,! 

development of reading skills, love for reading and self-confidence. 

Tutors are advanced undergraduate students or graduate students in 

reading education. 

"Parents report that their children's grades and attitudes are 

better after tutoring," Dr. Butler said. "Our goal is reading 

improvement by better language processing and enhanced vocabulary 

development and comprehension." 

He said students often improve their reading skills by one or two 

grade levels in 16 hours of tutoring. 

Fee for new clients is $240, plus a $20 charge for the initial 

diagnosis to determine reading strengths and weaknesses for use in 

developing individualized instructional programs. Tutors use 

techniques to teach reading which are compatible with each student's 

learning style. 

For more information or to enroll, call (806) 742-2397. 
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LUBBOCK -- Award-winning author Leon Metz of El Paso will be 

featured at the banquet and annual meeting of the Friends of the 

University Library/Southwest Collection Oct. 1. 

Metz is a popular speaker and author of historical non-fiction of 

the Southwest. He wi11 speak about "Chasing Gunfighters Across the 
I• 

Southwest" at the 7 p.m. dinner and ~eeting of the Friends in the 

University Center Ballroom. 

A reception for Metz and an exhibit opening will be at 6 p.m. in 

the Special Collections area, third floor of the Library. 

The exhibit, "Chasing Gunfighters Across the Southwest" will be 

on display in the Special Collections area from Sept. 1 through Oct. ,, 
31. Exhibit items will be trom the Southwest Collection and will 

include some of Metz' manuscripts, books and memorabilia as well as 

artifacts of famous and infamous Southwestern characters. 

Metz wrote "Turning Points in El Paso, Texas," an award-winning 

book. In 1985, the Western Writers of America gave him the Levi 

Strauss Saddleman Award for overall contributions to western writing . . , 

A public affairs officer at MBank in El Paso, Metz is author of 

seven books and has had numerous articles published in magazines, 

newspapers and historical journals. He is past president of the 

Western Writers of America, El Paso County Historical Society, El Paso 

Corral of the Westerners and Discover El Paso. 

Tickets to the banquet are $8. The public may attend. Sept. 28 

is the reservation and ticket purchase deadline. To register, contact 

the Friends office, Texas Tech University Library, Lubbock, Texas 

79409 or (806) 742-3758. 

-more-
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The Friends organization is a support group which raises funds 

and provides volunteer services to the Texas Tech Library and 

Southwest Collection. 
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LUBBOCK -- Texas textile and fashion industry figures will 

exchange technical and cultural aspects of the fiber and garment 

industries with their Russian counterparts this month in Moscow. 

Raisa Gorbachev, wife of Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, was 

instrumental in initiating the joint exchange at the "American 

Lifestyles Convention," slated Sept~ '16-22. 

Approximately 85-100 people, composed of garment manufacturers, 

fashion designers and models, will attend the convention, according to 

James Parker, director of the Textile Research Center at Texas Tech 

University. 

Parker was invited to attend the convention as a consultant and 
I 

representative of the TRC, which is internationally known for its 

research value to the textile industry. 

He said sponsors for the trip include such names as Hagar, the 

Kim Dawson Modeling Agency of Dallas, the Texas Mohair Council and 

American Sheep Producers Council of Denver. 

Parker said Mrs. Gorbachev will also participate heavily in the 

events and will host a social hospitality for the delegation. 

Parker said he is interested in touring the Russian textile and 

garment manufacturing plants. 

"In turn, I would like to invite our Russian counterparts to come 

here and reciprocate the hospitality," Parker said. 

"They're very interested in our fashion designs as well as 

technical aspects of textile and fibers manufacturing, the natural 

fibers, cotton, wool and mohair, and fiber characteristics." 

-more-
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Parker said the variety of exchanges, shows and seminars will be 

translated and video taped and transmitted by satellite to the United 

States for televised broadcast. 

Representatives of the fiber council will meet in a general forum 

to view films of the two nations, and delegates from each area of 

expertise will give a brief orientation and introduction before the 

congress divides into individual dialogue to share resources. 

A group of designers will meet daily to share artistic input and 

design trends, and the teams will co-create a male and female design 

for Fall '88 that is indicative of the Soviet/American lifestyle. 

The design will be manufactured during the week and the result 

will be the focus of the convention finale when it is featured in a 

fashion show for international media. 

Also, U.S. manufacturers will present a program on American 

' manufacturing and marketing, · with a focus ·on exploring ideas for 

increasing relations and sharing trade. 

Commentary and a displ~y of Fall '87 American accessory trends 

will evolve around a flea market theme presented by fashion 

commentators. And Soviet models will be transformed by Platform 

Artists in the latest American hair trends. 
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LUBBOCK -- Germs are healthy for the environment! So say 

researchers who are using the tiny bugs to fight toxic waste. 

Microbes are targeted in the studies by engineering researchers 

and microbiologists at Texas Tech University, who hope to stomp out 

hazardous waste in the environment py nurturing the minute, 

' subterranean germs, thus prompting them to devour more waste. 

As the immediacy of groundwater pollution problems persist, 

researchers say the pressure is on to exact waste from the ground and 

expedite cleanup measures. Their concerns, according to Drs. Ken 

Rainwater, professor of civil engineering, and Caryl Heintz of 

biological sciences, are focused on heavier, less volatile fuels such 

as diesel, which pose a potent threat when leaked to groundwater. 

They, and other researchers qt Tech are looking at speeding up 

the degrading process of pe~roleum fuels in the ground, by using 

laboratory tests to isolate the bacteria which will biodegrade diesel 

fuel at a rapid rate. 

The process essentially consists of utilizing microbes that live 

in the soil and which learn to acclimatize to and subsist upon the 

hydrocarbons, the chemical complex that makes up most motor fuels. 

Although scientists for years have realized the nature of 

the microbes' feeding habits, Heintz says the experiment is unique in 

its application. The process induces the microbes to consume 

pollutants at a quicker, more efficient rate. 

-more-
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Prior research has found that most of the biodegradation takes 

place where the water and hydrocarbons meet beneath the soil, and is 

limited by the amount of available oxygen or nutrients which prompt 

the bugs to work faster. 

"One way to get oxygen and nutrients to the microbes is by 

injection through wells. Field applidations have indicated that this 

technique can lead to concentration of the degradation near the well 

and cause clogging of the formation,:' Rainwater said. 

A solution, the researchers say, · is to manipulate the elevation 

of the underground water table in a cyclical manner that will 

alternately provide oxygen, water and organic substrate to the 

microbes. The technique will avoid the injection problem and possibly 

affect a larger area. 

Researchers say water or air injection/production can be used to 

move the water table. 

If experiments are successful, the researchers say the method 

will prove to be a positive _tool for use in waste removal by the 

Environmental Protection Agency, as well as local governments and 

private companies. 
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MORTON, TEXAS -- N.L. Dubberly enjoys all the advantages of 

being a country doctor and finds one aspect particularly sat~sfying. 

"I know all of my patients by their first name. In fact, I 

don't even know the last name of some of them, but I know about their 

grandmother, their father and even their dog." 

Dubberly figures that first-fiame familiarity makes him a better 

doctor. 

"The better I know my patients, the more faith they have in me. 

And, the more faith they have in me, the quicker they are going to 

get well." 

As one of only two physicians in Cochran County, Dubberly is well ,, 
known among the county's 4,900 residents, many of whom show their 

gratitude by keeping his freezer full with homegrown vegetables and 

fruits this time of year. That generosity is the country way and one 

of the advantages Dubberly sees over his urban counterparts. 

Until recently, though, Dubberly would have had to acknowledge 

one advantage of the urban practitioner over the ' country doctor -

ready access to medical information. But now, that is changing. 

Prominent on Dubberly's desk is a voice-data computer workstation 

which links him with the Texas Tech University Health Sciences 

Center 60 miles away in Lubbock. 

That computer is one of seven being installed in Cochran 

Memorial Hospital through a demonstration project designed by the 

Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC) to show how a 

computer network can help address the needs of health professionals 

in rural areas. 

-more-
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Called KARENET, short for Kellogg Affiliated Remote Environments 

Network, the system is funded by a three-year $1.5 million grant from 

the W.K. Kellogg Foundation to TTUHSC and is augmented through a 

$210,000 gift of computer hardware and software from AT&T. 

Helen Cox, associate dean for continuing nursing education at 

TTUHSC, is project coordinator for the Cochran County segment of 

KARENET, which also includes computer linkages with a floor of 

Lubbock General Hospital, with Roberts Memorial Nursing Home in 

Morton and with La Fe Clinic in El · Paso. 

"Rural doctors, nurses and other health professionals are 

isolated not only geographically but also professionally," Cox said. 

''KARENET is showing how to break that pattern of professional 

isolation and to provide a higher level of health care to a rural 

community. The potential of this type of network may be the 
f\ 

salvation of many rural hospitals." 

Central to the KARENET sys~em is an AT&T 3B5 computer housed in 

project offices in Lubbock. Information is stored in the computer 

for various treatment protocols. For instance, protocols are being 

developed for the Morton hospital to deal with burns, trauma, cardiac 

arrest, high risk pregnancy and delivery, geriatTic problems and 

child abuse. Should a patient come in with severe burns, a doctor or 

nurse can turn to the computer in the emergency room, call up the 

burns protocol and determine specific steps to take. Or, in the case 

of cardiac arrest, the doctor can check the computer to find the 

proper dosage of a medicine to give the patient. 

"There are several medicines for treating heart attacks," 

Dubberly said, "and it's impossible for me to keep up with the proper 

dosage of each for patients of varying age, weight and severity of 

cardiac arrest. 

-more-
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"The treatment protocols will not only save me -- and the 

patient, don't forget the patient -- a lot of time which can be 

crucial, but they also will help me provide proper treatment on short 

notice," he said. 

Health care has grown so complex that it is impossible for a 

specialist, much less a family practitioner, to stay current in all 

the necessary fields, Dubberly said. In rural areas, keeping current 

presents an even greater problem than in cities. 

As Cox explained, "Without regular contact among their 

professional peers, the strain to keep up becomes even more 

difficult, especially with such great demands on their time. And, 

when a rural doctor does get away from a busy practice to take 

continuing education courses, the community may be at risk because no 

other doctor is available." 

In Cochran County, for instance, Dubberly is one of only two 

general practitioners. Though~ surgeon from Levelland, 30 miles 

away, does assist on a pa~t-time basis in this 775-square-mile county 

bordering New Mexico, that is the extent of physicians available for 

Cochran Memorial Hospital, a 30-bed facility which operates around 

the clock, providing emergency room, in-patient and critical care. 

When continuing education programs are in place, Dubberly can 

use his 510A AT&T workstation to call up a specific program without 

ever having to leave his office. As the network is further 

developed, Dubberly will be able to pick up the telephone receiver 

which is a part of the workstation and call a specialist in Lubbock 

for a medical consultation on a patient. 

-more-
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The next step in the network development will be to add 

equipment so that an X-ray or even an instant photograph of an injury 

can be sent by computer to TTUHSC for an evaluation by a specialist. 

"KARENET already saves me time just in being able to touch the 

screen and have my phone calls dialed automatically," Dubberly said, 

"but its potential in saving patients time, trouble and expense is 

tremendous. 

"We have a lot of older patients that we will be able to handle 

more efficiently with KARENET beckuse we can make better diagnoses 

here," he said. "In more cases we can determine locally whether we 

can handle their problem or whether we must send them to specialists 

in Lubbock. Since our hospital overhead is low, we actually save 

them money if they do stay here." 

Ultimately, the KARENET system would handle patient records and 
ii 

maintain regular medical charts on each ·patient, so that virtually 

all aspects of a patient's stay would be touched by the technology. 

Such technology may deter~ine the course of many rural hospitals. 

Cochran Memorial Hospital Administrator Truman Swinney said the 

ability of many rural hospitals to survive may ultimately depend on 

two factors. First, to have adequate revenues, the country hospital 

must be tax-supported as the Morton facility is through Cochran 

Memorial Hospital District. Second, the rural hospital must have 

some means of keeping up with health care technology so it can 

attract doctors and can offer patients the level of treatment they 

expect and deserve. 

"KARENET has given us hope that we as a hospital can become as 

good as we want to be," Swinney said. 

-30-
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LUBBOCK -- KARENET, a pioneering effort by the Texas Tech 

University Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC) to demonstrate a rural 

health care computer network, will expand its capabilities from data 

and voice exchange to include visual transmissions. 

' 
The result will be that hearth practitioners at the KARENET 

sites will be able to receive consultations from TTUHSC specialists 

without ever leaving their computer workstations. 

The expansion of KARENET capabilities was announced Wednesday 

(Sept. 9) by representatives of TTUHSC, the W.K. Kellogg Foundation 

and AT&T. AT&T communications systems are used in KARENET. AT&T's 
il 

new product Truevision will allow the enhanced visual communication 

capabilities. 

TTUHSC representativ~s at the announcement included President 

Lauro F. Cavazos and Executive Vice President Bernhard T. Mittemeyer. 

The Kellogg Foundation was represented by Robert Hodge. AT&T's 

representatives included David L. Grimes, sales vice president for 

major markets. 

KARENET, or Kellogg Affiliated Remote Environments Network, is 

the computer-based linkage provided by an AT&T donation which 

supplements a $1.5 million grant from the Kellogg Foundation. The 

Kellogg grant focuses on demonstrating the value to health care 

providers and recipients of various linkages to a health sciences 

center. 

-more-
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The network, using AT&T communications services and $210,000 in 

computers donated by AT&T last year, links TTUHSC staff and faculty 

with health care practitioners at Lubbock General Hospital, Centro de 

Salud Familiar La Fe, Inc., in El Paso and Cochran Memorial Hospital 

and Roberts Memorial Nursing Home, both in Morton, Texas. 

When completed the network will provide rural health care 

professionals with on-line computer conferencing and consulting on 

patient care, with direct access to health care research data bases, 
• 

with automated health records foi ' ~atient management, with continuing 

education programs and with in-clinic patient education programs. 

To be introduced as part of the KARENET demonstration this fall, 

AT&T Truevision is a high-color-resolution imaging system. 

Integrated into KARENET, Truevision will enable rural practitioners, 

using personal computers, to capture, digitize, transmit, store and 

display TV quality images from several sources, including 

photographs, video cameras, videocassette recorders, video disk 

players and even X-rays. 

This technology would allow doctors in Morton, for instance, to 

transmit visual detail of patient X-rays or injuries to TTUHSC in 

Lubbock where medical specialists can provide consultation on 

treatment strategies. And, this can be accomplished on the same 

personal computers that are used for routine office tasks. 

Teddy L. Langford, TTUHSC nursing dean and director of the 

Kellogg Foundation Project, said the expansion of KARENET to include 

the Truevision technology "will further enable TTUHSC and health care 

practitioners who are part of KARENET to demonstrate ways to share 

vital patient information with speed and efficiency." 

-more-
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AT&T's Grimes said TTUHSC "has demonstrated, by expanding 

KARENET with Truevision, its commitment to developing advanced 

technology that promises to improve not only health care in rural 

areas but also the economic viability of West Texas." 

Langford said the support by the Kellogg Foundation and AT&T is 

helping TTUHSC further its mission of improving the level of health 

care available to all people in the 108-county region served by 

TTUHSC. 

"KARENET is designed," Langford said, "to serve as a model for 

creating and linking rural health care networks nationwide." 

The KARENET system involves TTUHSC personnel from many different 

fields, including nursing, medicine, physical therapy, occupational 

therapy, medical technology, business, computer science and the 

TTUHSC Library. 
It 
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(MEDIA ADVISORY--You are invited to attend this meeting. Media 
demonstrations of KARENET capabilities will be available 9:45-10 a.m. 
and interviews with project principals can be arranged at that time. 
For assistance, call Preston Lewis, TTUHSC News Bureau, at (806) 
743-2143.) 

LUBBOCK -- State Rep. Jim D. Rudd, chairman of the House 

Appropriations Committee, will deltver the keynote address during the 

annual report Sept. 9 on the KARENET project at the Texas Tech 

University Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC). 

An expansion of KARENET capabilities also will be announced 

during the meeting to highlight the TTUHSC demonstration project. 

The project is demonstrating various ways a computer network linked 

to a health sciences center can benefit rural health care delivery. 
I 

KARENET, or Kellogg Affiliated Remote Environments Network, 

links TTUHSC staff and faculty w~th health care practitioners at 

Lubbock General Hospital, Centro de Salud Familiar La Fe, Inc., in El 

Paso and Cochran Memorial Hospital and Roberts Memorial Nursing Home, 

both in Morton, Texas. The demonstration project is funded by a $1.5 

million grant from the Kellogg Foundation. The ~ARENET aspect of the 

project uses communications services designed by AT&T which last year 

donated $210,000 in computer hardware · and software. 

The meeting in Room 2B152 of TTUHSC will begin at 8:30 a.m. with 

a project review and evaluation. Rudd will speak at 10:30 a.m. on 

rural health care delivery issues. The morning program will conclude 

with a demonstration of the current status of the TTUHSC, AT&T and 

Kellogg Foundation partnership. 

-more-



The three-year Kellogg project seeks to Qemonstrate how linkages 

with a health sciences center can benefit recipients and providers of 

health care. One aspect of the project identifies how computer 

networks can be used to augment the level of medical care available 

in rural areas. These uses include continuing education for health 

professionals, enhanced patient treatment methods, automated record 

keeping, health consultation by computer, among others. 

-30-
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LUBBOCK -- The exploration site will be staked off around the 

Museum of Texas Tech University Sunday (Sept. 13) for the opening of 

the Explorium, a permanent discovery room and resource center. 

The opening from 2-5 p.m. will feature a ribbon-cutting ceremony 

at 2 p.m. and drawings for Explorium memorabilia. 
. . 

The Explorium includes a mural depicting the progression of life 

on earth, items from the Museum's collections for holding and viewing 

closely and resource materials for studying and identifying a variety 

of objects. 

"The Explorium is designed to be a place for people to come and 

see all the Museum collections represented in a way that allows them 
,! 

to get a close-up view," said Gary Edson, museum director. "It is a 

place for exploration and investigation according to a person's 

interest." 

The Explorium is the first phase of development of the Devitt 

Wing into permanent exhibit areas. Other developments planned over 

the next 10 years include a Taos/Southwest art gallery, an 

ethnohistory gallery, an exhibit of pre-Columbian art and areas for 

history, clothing, archaeology, natural history and paleontology. 

Funding for the Explorium was provided by the private sector and 

predominantly from the children of Louise and Harris Underwood in 

honor of their parents. 

-more-
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The 18-foot by 60-foot mural begins with an interstellar view of 

earth and the inner planets and ends with a rocket launch signifying 

mankind's exploration of space. In early segments of the mural, 

prehistoric creatures roam the mountainous landscape beneath skies red 

from volcanic eruptions. Gradually the landscape levels into mesa, 

providing fewer resources and smaller animals. The settlement of the 

Texas South Plains is marked by a camp scene and settlers traveling in 

a covered wagon to live and work on the Plains. 

Edson and David Dean, assistant director for operations, designed 

and painted the mural over the past 18 months. Dean used reference 

materials to draw the mural on paper before transferring it to the 

wall with an opaque projector. 

A full-size skeletal replica of the Allosaurus, a large predatory 

dinosaur, is juxtaposed with the mural and points visitors to other ,, 
Explorium treasures. Discovery Drawers will hold objects from the 

Museum's collections of history, geology, natural science and art. 

Discovery Boxes will inc~ude items which can be handled. The items 

will be changed periodically. 

A video-microscope, to be installed soon, will allow examination 

of magnified objects on a monitor. In another area, videos on many 

subjects will be shown on a 25-inch video monitor. 

The resource area of th~ Explorium will house reading materials 

and field guides on a variety of subjects including art, furniture, 

clothing, geology and nature. 

-more-
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Drawings will be held every 30 minutes for T-shirts and tote 

bags, featuring the "Discover the Explorium" logo. The emblem is a 

drawing of a herd of Triceratopsian dinosaurs. Grand prizes will be a 

plastic blow-up Godzilla and Pteranodon. Individuals must be present 

to win the drawings. The T-shirts and tote bags will also be sold in 

the Museum gift shop. 

The West Texas Museum Association is providing funds for the 

video-microscope through a benefit kite fly later in the month. 

' -30- · 
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LUBBOCK -- S.M. True Jr. of Plainview was honored with a luncheon 

Friday (Sept. 4) for donating to the Texas Tech University College of 

Agricultural Sciences an award he recently received from the Federal 

Land Bank of Texas. 

True was inducted in March into the Land Bank's Texas Academy of 

Honor in Agriculture Credit, given . annually to an individual who has 

made significant contributions to nhe state's agriculture credit 

issues. The award includes $3,000 which recipients donate to one of 

nine state colleges or universities. 

Graduate agricultural economics major Brett Hall, recipient of 

the scholarship, was also present at the luncheon. Hall is the son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Bryant, Box 454, Miami, Texas. 
I 

In May 1986, Hall earned a bachelor of science degree in 

mechanized agriculture with a specialization in business management. 

He plans to write a master's thesis on "Cross Hedging Weaner Calves 

with Feeder Cattle Contracts: A Potential Risk Management Tool for 

the Cow/Calf Operator." 

True is president of the Texas Farm Bureau in Waco. He served on 

the Hale County Farm Bureau board for ,many years and joined the Texas 

Farm Bureau in the 1950s. He. was elected to the state board in 1975, 

serving terms as secretary-treasurer and vice president before being 

elected president in 1982. He was elected a director of the American 

Farm Bureau Federation in 1985. 

A graduate of Plainview High School, True attended Texas Tech 

before serving in World War II. 
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HEALTH TIPSHEET 
from 

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER 
September 4, 1987 

PEOPLE TO PEOPLE--That's what the KARENET system is all about. Though 
it is a computer network, the hardware is merely a method of bringing 
people together. In this case, it links TTUHSC faculty and staff with 
the staff in Cochran Memorial Hospital, 60 miles away in Morton, 
Texas. The demonstration network .is designed to address the critical 
information gap between rural hospitals and the health sciences center 
so that rural areas can maintain ~ ·satisfactory level of health care 
delivery. KARENET will ultimately allow staff at Cochran Memorial 
Hospital to call up treatment protocols at bedside computer stations, 
to consult with TTUHSC faculty on patient problems, to receive 
continuing education programs and to handle a myriad of other hospital 
functions. TTUHSC is working with a $1.5 million grant from the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation and a $210,000 gift of computer hardware and 
software from AT&T to implement the network at the Morton hospital and 
three other sites. Project accomplishments will be reviewed during 
activities Sept. 9 at TTUHSC. State Rep. Jim D. Rudd, chairman of the 
House Appropriations Committee, will speak on rural health care 
delivery issues. For more on KARENET O+ the annual report, contact 
Linda Vengroff, Kellogg Project grant manager, at (806) 743-2628. 

COUNTRY DOCTOR--N.L. Dubberly of Morton, Texas, is one of only two 
physicians who live in Cochran County, population 4,900. He enjoys 
the rural life and the first-name familiarity with his patients. 
There is little he would trade with his city counterpart except for 
better access to medical information. But even that is changing now 
with the implementation of KARENET which links Cochran Memorial 
Hospital with TTUHSC and its store of information and health experts. 
For more on the challenges of practicing rural medicine or on how 
systems like KARENET can benefit country practit'ioners, contact 
Dubberly at (806) 266-5565. 

RURAL HOSPITALS--They are a dwindling ' segment of the nation's health 
care delivery system. Their problems range from attracting health 
professionals to keeping up with the rapid advance of medical 
technology. As administrator of Cochran Memorial Hospital for the 
last 18 years, Truman Swinney knows the difficulties in providing an 
appropriate level of medical care in rural hospitals. The keys to 
survival, Swinney says, are local tax support and networks such as 
KARENET which link rural hospitals with major health resources like 
TTUHSC. For more on managing the rural hospital, call Swinney at 
( 806) 266-5565. 

22-9-4-87 

·For assistance in covering these or 
other stories, contact TTUHSC news 
manager Preston Lewis at (806) 
743-2143. Photographs and video 
footage can be arranged upon request. 
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Entertainment can easily be found at Texas Tech University where 

movies and art exhibits are showing this week. 

Movie buffs this week can purchase posters of their favorites in 

comedy, drama, western, musical, science fiction, suspense and foreign 

films. The movie poster sale is f f om 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday through 
., 

Thursday (Sept. 8-10) in the University Center courtyard. 
~ 

The classic "Mr. Smith Goes to Washington" will be shown at 8 

p.m. Wednesday (Sept. 9) in the UC Allen Theater. James Stewart stars 

as a country boy who goes to Washington as a short-term senator and 

learns the harshness of politics. 

Trekkies can view "Star Trek IV" at 3, 7 and 9:30 p.m. Friday 

and at 8 p.m. Saturday (Sept. 11-12) at the uc Allen Theater. 

The photographs of Mac Rowley, an exhibit titled "Recent Images," 

will be displayed through .Sept. 18 in the S.R.O. Corridor Gallery, 

located in the north sub-basement of the Art Building. 

The Texas Tech University art department faculty exhibit will . 
continue through Sept. 24. The exhibit can be viewed in the Fine Arts 

Gallery, located in Room 104 of the A~t Building. About 25 artists 

are represented in painting, sculpture, drawing, printmaking, jewelry, 

metals, clay and installat ion. The exhibit is free and is open from 

10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
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Story ideas for week of 
Sept. 7, 1987. 

Sept. 13, 2-4 p.m. 

24-9-4-87 

MUSEUM GROWTH---A new center for discovery and exploration will open 
at The Museum of Texas Tech University Sunday (Sept. 13). The opening 
of the Explorium will begin with a 2 p.m. ribbon-cutting ceremony. The 
Explorium will offer visitors the, chance to handle some artifacts and 
learn more about areas of interest. The facility will house a 
video-microscope and a resource area with reading materials and field 
guides. The Explorium is the first phase of development of the Devitt 
Wing into permanent exhibits. Other exhibits planned over the next 10 
years include a Taos/Southwest art gallery, an ethnohistory gallery, 
an exhibit of pre-Columbian art and areas for history, clothing, 
archaeology, natural history.- and paleontology. For more, contact Gary 
Edson. 742-2428. 

,, 
Sept. 12, 9:30-3:30. 
GRAND OPENING---Texas Tech University's Textile Research Center is 
opening the doors of its new facilities Saturday. Visitors will be 
able to tour the TRC now located at 1001 East Loop 289 from 9:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. Guests will' be able to see the new research laboratories 
and follow the TRC's procedures from fiber testing to the finished 
product. The new facility encompasses 110,000 square feet, compared 
to only 65,000 square feet in the old building on campus. TRC 
director James Parker will join other representatives of the textile 
and fashion industries in Moscow later this month for the "American 
Lifestyles Convention." To discuss the TRC or the upcoming trip, 
contact Parker at 742-3587. 

For assistance with these and other 
story ideas, contact Dorothy White/Don 
Vanlandingham, News and Publications, 
742-2186. 
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