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Jorge Iber (JI): 

This is Dr. Jorge Iber from the Department of History of Texas Tech University. Today is June 

11, 2015, and I’m interviewing author Gaylon White for the Southwest Collection/Special 

Collections Library at Texas Tech. We are in the interview room in the Southwest Collection 

building. Gaylon, if you don’t mind, let me just start off with just some very basic biographical 

questions. What’s your complete name and what’s your birthday and where were you born? 

 

Gaylon White (GW): 

Complete name is Gaylon Hooper White. I was born in Los Angeles, California, February 2, 

1946. My parents—my mother was from Oklahoma. My father was from Tennessee, so I wound 

up going to the University of Oklahoma, graduated in 1967 with a degree in journalism 

broadcasting.  

 

JI: 

Okay. What did your dad do? 

 

GW: 

My father was a minister, Foursquare Gospel. He spent about fifty plus years in the ministry.  

 

JI: 

Wow. 

 

GW: 

One of the reasons I became so intrigued with baseball was my father for relaxation to kind of 

get away from the pressures of the ministry took us to baseball games when we were very young 

in Los Angeles, so I was glad he was a minister and wanted to get away from the ministry, he’d 

take me with him. 

 

JI: 

Okay. Now, how do you guys wind up in Los Angeles? I would assume obviously because of 

your dad’s ministry? 

 

GW: 

My father went from Tennessee, just north of Chattanooga in a little town called Dayton, 

Tennessee. In fact, it’s very well known for the Scopes trial. 

 

JI: 

Scopes Monkey Trial, yeah. 
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GW: 

In fact, my family was very much involved in the Scopes trial. My great uncle was the 

superintendent of the schools that really instigated the whole trials. My grandfather was the 

principal of the schools, so they were very active in local politics. In fact, my great uncle ran for 

governor in 1926 in Tennessee. He got beat by Austin Peay. His name was Walter White. My 

father went from Tennessee to California to go to Bible college. Aimee Semple McPherson at 

that time, a woman evangelist was very well known, used the radio very effectively. That’s how 

he heard about her back in Tennessee. She was based in Los Angeles. He went out there in 1936. 

That’s where he met my mother. She was going also to Bible college there at Life Bible College 

in Los Angeles, and so I was born in Los Angeles in 1946. I was the third of three children. I 

have an older brother, Don, born in 1939, and my sister Joanne was born in 1942. 

 

JI: 

Okay. What part of LA did you guys live in? 

 

GW: 

Redondo Beach when I was born, but we’ve lived over the years a number of different areas 

from Redondo Beach to Ontario to El Monte where I went to high school, Royal High School in 

El Monte. I also lived in Santa Paula, so it pretty much covers that whole area of Los Angeles. 

 

JI: 

Okay. Now you were talking a little bit about how you appreciated very much your dad sort of 

introducing you to baseball and taking you to ballgames. Did you play the sport? 

 

GW: 

Yes. Not as well as I would have liked. 

 

JI: 

I think we could say that for all of us. 

 

GW: 

Left-handed—left hander first baseman pitcher, I struck out a lot, but I also walked a lot of guys, 

so that was a problem. My dad said I would walk the bases loaded and then strike out the side, 

but I didn’t do so effectively enough to continue on, so I got into writing. I used to create these 

imaginary games that—my brother put together a board game, and it was very realistic in terms 

of the scores and everything else that came out of it, and we played with buttons. Started with 

tiddlywinks, found buttons to be more effective, created the crowd noises, used the toilet as a 

backdrop every now and then when I wanted to— 
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JI: 

That’s cool stuff. 

 

GW: 

And in creating my own imaginary leagues, in many cases, there were Minor Leagues and the 

reason is that Los Angeles, the whole west coast up until 1958 when the Dodgers and the Giants 

moved to—Dodgers to LA and the Giants to San Francisco, it was just Minor League baseball 

that we had out there. Now, we did not view it as Minor League baseball. It was the Pacific 

Coast League. It was in the latter stages open classification. It was, to us, the major leagues, but I 

was always fascinated with the Minor Leagues. I was always fascinated with these players who 

had great careers in the minors, and yet either never made it to the majors, or if they did, it was a 

cup of coffee, so that was where sort of the seeds of some of the things that I’m writing about 

now started. 

 

JI: 

We’ll go back to that in just a minute. Let me get you to college and let me get you into your 

sports writing career, and then we’ll come back to that. Now obviously the connection to 

Oklahoma is through your mom. What made you select OU? 

 

GW: 

I was very interested in sports. When I found out I couldn’t play them very well, I wanted to find 

some way to be around them, and writing was one talent that started to emerge. At age sixteen, I 

was a sports columnist and sports editor for a three times a week paper, the El Monte Herald. 

The advertising director of that paper also was from the University of Oklahoma, so he 

encouraged me to go to OU because of the journalism school there. Now, it was a good 

journalism school, but not on the level of University of Missouri which was the, you might say 

the number one J school at that time. Northwestern also would be in that category. So I wanted to 

go to Oklahoma. I’d spend a lot of time there with my grandparents. My grandparents are from 

Granite, Oklahoma over near the Mangum area, Hollis where the McDaniel, Von and Lindy 

McDaniel came from I believe. Also, Darrell Royal was over from that area, University of Texas 

football coach. It was quite a sports tradition in that area, and growing up, I spent quite a bit of 

time at my grandparents’ place in Oklahoma. I used to go out, and one of the things I liked 

because I was growing up in a city, going out to the farm, I could pick up a stick, something that 

looked like a bat, take some rocks, and try to hit them on top of the tin shed where the cows 

were, you know.  

 

JI: 

That’s cool. That’s cool. Well, how do you get the job at the Denver Post and what are maybe a 

couple of memorable events that you covered. 
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GW: 

Well, in 1963, I graduated from high school, Royal High School in El Monte and then went back 

to Oklahoma to check it out. My father went with me, met the sports information director there at 

University of Oklahoma, Harold Keith, wonderful man, a great writer, writer of many children’s 

books, bestselling children’s books or prizewinning children’s books, and Mr. Keith—I’d 

already made up my decision to go to Oklahoma, but he just reinforced that it was the right 

decision. When I got to Oklahoma, he sort of became my mentor, and then a teacher there by the 

name of Professor Louise Moore who was the head of the school newspaper. I became a sports 

editor of the Oklahoma Daily. Got a name for myself a little bit. I wrote a column on a fictional 

character called Tank, and Tank was a football player in University of Oklahoma, and he wrote 

letters home to Mom and Pop every week, and he was inspired much by Ring Lardner’s 

characters back in the 19—in the teens—1914, 1915 year period. I was inspired by stories like 

“My Roomie,” “You Know Me, Al,” and so that kind of led to that series of articles, Tank. That 

was recognized off campus. Quite a few people saw that. I won several awards for my column 

writing. I did a lot of what they call stringing, so when Iowa State would come to town, I would 

cover for the Des Moines paper. I was covering a track meet, Big Eight track meet. Jim Ryan 

was in the meet, one of the greatest milers I ever saw, and they covered it for the Denver Post 

and based on that coverage, they offered me a job, and I wound up in Denver in my first sports 

writing job. 

 

JI: 

How long were you there? 

 

GW: 

I was there—my problem in sports writing was I was restless. I couldn’t get to where I wanted to 

fast enough. One of the good things in college was I was surrounded by some outstanding 

people, excellent mentors. They were very encouraging, almost too encouraging. I had one tell 

me that, “You’ll be a syndicated columnist in five years.” I think I started to believe that. And 

when I wasn’t making the kind of progress that I thought I should make towards that, I got a little 

bit frustrated and kept moving around and moved around really too much, but in Denver, a 

couple of interesting things that happened there. I did the—Spencer Haywood was playing at 

Trinidad Junior College in Trinidad, Colorado, and nobody else in the state knew he was there. I 

had heard about him, and so I did a major piece on him that got him quite a bit of attention. He 

was the youngest player at that time to play on the Olympic basketball team, eighteen years old. 

It was very unusual for a junior college player then. This is 1968. So that story got a lot of 

attention.  

 

I did another story on three men officiating in basketball, and interviewed—at that time, he was 

back in the east of the little small college I think was Adelphi. His name was Frank Layden, and 

Frank Layden wound up being the head coach at Utah Jazz, but Frank was a champion of the 
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three-point—three officials in basketball, and of course, that’s what we have today, but in 1968, 

you didn’t have that. I did another story on small men in sports. There was at that time, 1968, 

there was a returner for the Kansas City Chiefs called—his name was Super Gnat. Nate Smith I 

believe it was, and he did a story on him. So those articles got me a lot more attention probably 

than a twenty-one year old sports writer should get. It contributed also to my antsiness of 

wanting to go somewhere else, so I went from there to the Arizona Republic where I then 

covered Arizona State—I did the color stories, the sidebar stories, so I would go into the locker 

room right after the games. Now Arizona State at that time—I think they still do today—played 

all night games, so the games—they passed a lot—so the games that I would go to, eleven, 

eleven-thirty at night. My deadline was twelve-fifteen, so you’d have to write these stories pretty 

much off the top of your head. There was a lot of pressure. The locker room was not right in the 

stadium. You had to go from the field to the bus that would take you over to where the Sun Devil 

locker room was. The head coach— 

 

JI: 

Frank Kush 

 

GW: 

Frank Kush who probably is best known for hitting a player over the head with a log in I think it 

was the summer drills or whatever. It doesn’t sound as harsh as it—it wasn’t as harsh as it 

sounds, but still, it got him a reputation which probably was partially deserved, but he was 

interesting, and he was a good guy to cut your teeth in in terms of sports writing. He was—he 

knew what you had to do, and he would cooperate up to a point if he was in the mood to do it, 

but after dealing with Frank Kush for one season, it was a good learning experience. One of the 

more interesting experiences was the head coach at University of Texas El Paso. They may have 

been known as Texas Western.  

 

JI: 

Texas Western. 

 

GW: 

Right, and they had a very good passing attack. The head coach was Bobby Dobbs or Dodd, I 

believe, the brother of the Georgia Tech coach. I need to check the last name. I think it was 

Dodd. So before the game, whenever a visiting school would come in, because I was doing a 

color story, I was on deadline, I would always tell them—introduce myself, tell them what I 

needed to do, and that was I needed to ask them questions right after the game on the field 

because I was going elsewhere, and it always worked out and he was very gracious, saying, 

“Fine. No problem.” Well, they lost rather big, so I went down to follow up and do what I said I 

would do. He took a swing at me, and fortunately, he missed, but there were no quotes from 



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
10 

Bobby in the story afterwards, and also, I chose not to even mention the incident, but it was one 

of those little anecdotes that speaks to the perils of being a sports writer. 

 

JI: 

I can understand that. I can understand.  

 

Bill Tydeman (BT): 

Did he take a swing at you because you said something he didn’t like? 

 

GW: 

He didn’t want to be bothered by anybody. 

 

JI: 

Listen. If you’re the head football coach at UTEP or whatever it was called, you should be used 

to getting whooped. I mean, they’re not exactly a football power and never have been.  

 

GW: 

Yeah, he didn’t—he obviously had forgotten our conversation, and I had enough distance 

between him and me, it wasn’t a problem to avoid it, but it was a roundhouse swing. There was 

another interesting story there which from a journalistic standpoint I think is interesting. San Jose 

State had come in and played Arizona State. San Jose State did not have a good football team. 

They were just coming off of a lot of the—the black power movement. In fact, several of the 

athletes who competed in the Olympics in 1968 in Mexico City were from San Jose State. Dr. 

Harry Edwards who sort of was their ringleader was from San Jose State. The coach—last name 

I believe was Edwards. I can’t think of it off the top of my head right now, but they got whipped 

pretty good, and where I wrote the stories, the color stories, I’d go interview the players in the 

locker room, and then I’d use the trainer’s room to call in the story. This was before computers 

and all the digital stuff. So I was calling in the story—getting ready to call in the story. I had 

handwritten notes. I pretty much knew what my lead was whatever it was going to happen, and I 

thought, “I’ll go out and get a Coke.” So I went out to get a Coke and there was the head coach, 

Edwards, trying to get a Coke, and he put his money into the machine—he went first. He put his 

money into the machine, and no Coke. 

 

JI: 

I can just imagine—yeah, I can just imagine what this is going to look like. 

 

GW: 

No Coke, and of course, he was frustrated, shaking the machine and all that and I don’t think he 

ever got his Coke. I was running out of time. I had to go back to my—the trainer’s room and file 

the story. That was my lead. My lead was Coach Edwards after getting whipped, after all the 
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problems he’d had with the black players black power movement, he just had one problem after 

another, and then to have an experience like all of us have had at one time or another of losing, 

probably was a quarter in a Coke machine and never getting the Coke that he wanted. That was 

my lead, but that’s not what I wrote about because it didn’t register at that moment. The 

significance of it didn’t register, and as a writer, that always—that memory has stuck with me—

that it’s the experiences. It’s that human element that so often we miss when we’re writing about 

something, and I’ve always tried to use that as a lesson for the subtleties. You may be on 

deadline, you may have a lot of pressure on you to produce something immediately, and you may 

even have in your mind what it is you want to write about, but be flexible, be open to changing it 

based on what you see at the eleventh hour. So, that lesson stayed with me through my career. 

Went from there, I had an opportunity to go back to Oklahoma, cover my alma mater, University 

of Oklahoma. I went back in 1969. It was not a very good team, however, they had three number 

one draft choices, Steve Zabel, a tight end, Steve Owens who was a Heisman trophy winner, and, 

let’s see, Jim Files who played a number of years with the New York Giants, and then they had 

Ken Mendenhall who was a second-round choice who went on to play for the Baltimore Colts. I 

think it was the record of the team was 6-4, but three first-round draft picks on the team, and so 

that made the decision of returning to Oklahoma worthwhile, getting to meet Steven Owens, a 

class act, seeing him run the ball. It was a pretty much one-dimensional offense. That was the 

one year I covered at University of Oklahoma. I should go back to when I was in college because 

I overlooked really someone who should be mentioned. 

 

The head coach at University of Oklahoma in my senior was Jim Mackenzie. He was brought in 

from Arkansas. He was a young man, thirty-seven, thirty-eight years old. He brought in with him 

Chuck Fairbanks, Barry Switzer, a lot of the names that you’re very familiar with. The name Jim 

Mackenzie most people have forgotten. 

 

JI: 

I had forgotten that name. 

 

GW: 

He came between Bud Wilkinson, Gomer Jones, and then Jim Mackenzie. Jim Mackenzie died 

of a heart attack, had a heart attack after his first year at Oklahoma, and I had interviewed him 

right before his heart attack, and it was that story where he talked about not getting to spend 

enough time with his family, all the travel, recruiting. While he very much was enjoying the job, 

the pressures and everything was taking away from his family life. He said, “I am even looking 

forward to mowing the lawn.” So, when he died, I had just done the interview, and that story also 

appeared in the Denver Post and a number of other papers around the country, but that along 

with the track meet coverage of Jim Ryan in the Big Eight finals brought me to the attention of 

Denver Post and really was the springboard into sports writing. 
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JI: 

Now let me sort of transition you back now to the baseball because I think you said some things 

with this story from Oklahoma and even with the story from the—in regards to the UTEP coach 

that I think are very much a part of what you’re doing with the baseball story which is—you’re 

looking for the personal angle. You’re looking for the notion of—it’s not just what happens on 

the field that is important. You want to tell the broader story. How do you sort of connect these 

two ideas, sports writing and more sort of a general human interest stories. How does that maybe 

lead you directly to the 1956 Angels and what are those, some of those connections from your 

childhood and how do they play out in this team? 

 

GW: 

Bottom line, I’m a storyteller. Human interest—what one person can relate to someone else’s 

story is what really keeps this going, makes life interesting. We relate to other things. They 

inspire us. They can also disappoint us, but it’s not—sports is a lot about numbers, and they are 

necessary to sports. We use them to compare. We use them in a lot of different ways, but it goes 

beyond the numbers and of course we’re talking about human beings. What’s always fascinated 

me in sports is how someone can be great at one level, go to the next level, might still be great, 

then they go to the next level, and they might be even considered a failure, and to think about—if 

each of us thinks about that, what it’s like to go from one level to the next, and of course in 

sports, if you’re great at one level, there’s pressure to go to the next. In fact, there’s pressure to 

go all the way up the ladder until you eventually fail or don’t perform as well as you did at a 

lower level. That impact on the psyche, on your confidence, on who you are is huge. 

 

JI: 

And on your family life. 

 

GW: 

Yeah. It’s huge. It affects who you are. I mean, I can look around as a writer, and there’s a lot of 

better writers. There is a danger that you—in comparison, but in sports, it’s all we do. Right now, 

the NBA playoffs are on their way and one of the greatest players of all time is playing LeBron 

James, and of course, he’ll always be compared with Michael Jordan, and Michael Jordan—I 

thought growing up the greatest player I ever saw pound for pound entrench was Elgin Baylor. It 

wasn’t until many years later that I begrudgingly admitted, well, Michael Jordan probably is 

better, inch for inch, pound for pound, but these comparisons, we never let athletes off the hook. 

Never. If a great players comes along here at Texas Tech—I’d forgotten that Donny Anderson 

went to school here. 

 

JI: 

That is correct. Yes sir.  
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GW: 

But, you know, other running backs come along here and they’re going to be compared to either 

Donny Anderson or someone else who came more recently, so that whole idea of comparing I 

think is interesting. In terms of what I’m looking for as a writer is—is those things that are sort 

of timeless. 

 

JI: 

The struggle, the overcoming. 

 

GW: 

Right, so, you know, my first book, The Bilko Athletic Club which is about Steve Bilko and the 

1956 Los Angeles Angels, there wasn’t as much in that book about the travel, travelling in the 

fifties in baseball as there will be in my next book, Left on Base in the Bushes. Left on Base in 

the Bushes will have a lot in there about baseball in West Texas and New Mexico, both the West 

Texas/New Mexico League and the Longhorn League. There was a lot of travel. They travelled 

by some cases cars, station wagons, or some old school buses. It was never very pretty and was 

always hard. They travelled at night, and the travel experiences in there—well, let’s just say I’ve 

got a taste of them the last couple of days as I’ve been driving around from—I started this trip in 

Dallas, drove to Big Spring, went to Lamesa, came here to Lubbock, went over to Roswell, and 

now I’m back, I feel like I’m one of the 1950s road trips, but it’s—the roads are much better 

now, and the cars are much better, so there’s really no comparison, but still.  

 

The experience of doing that—was speaking yesterday in Roswell with Tom Jordan, ninety-six 

year old player, played for the Browns, the White Sox, the Indians, played and managed for a 

number of teams and in Texas and New Mexico, managed an Albuquerque team, team in 

Roswell, team in Austin, Texas. The second oldest living White Sock, Indian, and Brown, but he 

was talking the travel and how—travelled at night and tried to sleep, but couldn’t very well. A 

lot of times, the players drove the buses or the cars. He said, “That was always a little dangerous 

because you didn’t know what you’re getting into.” So there was some not so much—he didn’t 

have so much interesting stories, but others have. One player I interviewed, Don Ferrarese who 

pitched for Albuquerque. Now Albuquerque in the West Texas/New Mexico League was the 

western outpost. They were the furthest away from everything else, so from Albuquerque to let’s 

say—they played Amarillo, Abilene I think was in the league. That’s a great distance, and I 

remember him telling me about they were on an old school bus and the lights went out, so they 

had these kind of fenders where they—people could write on the fender. They put players on 

each side with flashlights going down the road. Can you imagine that? 

 

JI: 

Yeah. 
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GW: 

I mean, those are kind of things which I find fascinating, and it’s—Tom was speaking yesterday. 

I ask him the question about—when you think of stories that you’ll always remember, humorous 

or otherwise, is there one that sticks out? He said, “Yes. There was a game where—” I was 

trying to remember exactly where it was, but he got—he was up in Iowa. He was playing in the 

Three-I League, and he hit a homerun down the left field line. It was a foggy night, and the 

opposing manager came out and argued that it was—debated if whether it was a home run. He 

said it was foul, and so they changed it from going a homerun to a ground rule double because 

the umpire didn’t see it, and the two managers, all they could agree on was, well, it went out of 

the—it was a hit, it was fair, but no one knows whether it went out of the ballpark or not. So, that 

was an interesting story. It speaks to the times. It speaks to some of the conditions that they 

played in. So those are the kinds of things that I’m looking for in addition to the human interest 

stories. 

 

JI: 

Well, tell me a little bit about Bilko and about sort of his—some of his—some of the interesting 

aspects of his life. 

 

GW: 

Well, the cornerstone of all this was one of my heroes growing up in Los Angeles was Jim 

Murray, the Pulitzer prizewinning sports columnist, and there’s a classic Jim Murray quote 

which I read at a very young age, stayed with me my whole life. “There’s a story in every man. 

The challenge is to find it. The problem is to tell it without putting the readers to sleep.” 

 

JI: 

Very nice. Historians should think about that. 

 

GW: 

So there’s a story in every man, the challenge is to find it, and the problem is to tell it without 

putting the reader to sleep. Now sometimes, they get the problem and the challenge turned 

around, but you get the idea. 

 

JI: 

Yes sir. 

 

GW: 

Bilko was my hero growing up in Los Angeles. He was—I was too young to have seen Babe 

Ruth. Babe Ruth died I believe in 1948. I was born in ’46. Of course, that’s all I heard about is 

Babe Ruth, and the newsreel footage and the famous recording at Yankees Stadium not too long 

before he died. So, never saw Babe Ruth, but when Bilko arrived in Los Angeles, I thought it 
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was Babe Ruth. He was a big man, six foot one-and-a-half, two hundred—some people say not 

even his mother knew what he weighed, but he weighed anywhere between 230 and 300 pounds, 

and he’d tell you to take your guess. He did admit to playing his—up to 271. Now today, football 

players like Fielder and some other big guys, Pablo Sandoval and even the Cardinals now have a 

first baseman named Matt Adams, nicknamed Big City. They don’t—it doesn’t seem large. At 

that time, it was. Baseball in the fifties was essentially a thin man’s game. When a big guy came 

along, there was usually a nickname stuck to him. Bilko had a number of different nicknames, 

some of them not so flattering. The name that he got in LA which was okay which was okay with 

Stout Steve, The Slugging Seraph, and he was also known as The Sultan of Swat of the Grocery 

League, a little condescending perhaps to the Coast League, but still, the Sultan of Swat.  

 

He was—he could hit a ball as far as anyone. He came up to the Cardinals signing—actually, he 

was still in high school when they signed him. He wound up playing ball down in Panama, 

finishing high school in the Canal Zone. Then, went up to the Cardinals and at age twenty broke 

in with the Cardinals in the heat of a pennant race, did quite well. Came to spring training the 

next year, he had just gotten married, he had—they called him Big Boy Balloon at that time 

because he had gained a lot of weight since getting married over the off-season. It was a very 

harsh experience for him. They tried to convert him into being a pull hitter. Bilko’s power was to 

left-center, right-center. So, fast forward 1955, he arrives in LA. He’s—even though he had 

pretty good numbers in 1953 with the Cardinals—he had twenty-one home runs, hit eighty plus 

RBIs, and I think his batting average was around .251, not too bad numbers for today, but at that 

time wasn’t good enough, and so the Cardinals traded him to the Cubs.  

 

The Cubs’ farm team was the Los Angeles Angels, so in 1955, Bilko was sent to LA. At first, he 

doesn’t want to go to LA, I would find out later. He’s from Nanticoke, Pennsylvania. He didn’t 

want to play across the country. He had played previously primarily in the Cardinal chain with 

Rochester, so—and he was a big star in Rochester. He’s known as the—one of the Polish 

Falcons along with Ray Jablonski and—oh, Rip Repulski, so the Polish Falcons they were 

known as, and they had some great teams there in Rochester before he got to St. Louis. So now 

he arrives in LA, and here’s this big guy, and like a lot of big guys, he strikes out a lot, and of 

course, the fans got on him a bit because he struck out a lot in the beginning, then he started to 

hit homeruns, and he became the biggest thing in LA. By 1956, the manager Bob Scheffing said, 

“More people in LA know about Steve Bilko than Marilyn Monroe,” and he was. It was sort of 

before Beatlemania, there was Bilkomania. He was the most popular athlete in any sport, and of 

course, Los Angeles at that time— 

 

JI: 

Was minor—was a Minor League. 
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GW: 

Was a Minor League town with the exception of the Los Angeles Rams. 

 

JI: 

That’s correct. 

 

GW: 

They were in the NFL. They were the only professional major league team. You didn’t have the 

Lakers there. They didn’t come out until later, and the Dodgers didn’t come out until ’58, so 

Bilko was the man. Around the same time, ’55, television show, “You’ll Never Get Rich” 

starring Phil Silvers as Sergeant Bilko. Later, Phil Silvers was asked why he chose the name 

Bilko. He said, “Well, I could have chosen Kluszewski or Musial or Hodges, but I figured Bilko 

needed it more.”  

 

JI: 

Excellent. 

 

GW: 

The Bilko name, because of the television show—now it was known nationally because of the 

television show, and of course, he had gotten a lot of publicity. He was being compared when he 

joined the Cardinals, probably mistakenly, but he was compared with being the next Lou Gehrig, 

the next Babe Ruth, the next Johnny Mize, and a lot of—I interviewed Joe Garagiola for the 

Bilko book, and Joe said he was a—he had the potential of being one of the all-time great 

homerun hitters. In Joe’s mind, the Cardinals messed with him as a hitter, and they messed with 

his mind because of the weight, and it’s like Joe told me. He says, “I know guys who look great 

in hotel lobbies, but they can’t hit the fastball or the curveball,” and so Bilko may not have 

looked that great in hotel lobbies, but he could hit. The other thing was he really was a big-boned 

man, so he wasn’t all that fat. So I go the games and I see him, and this is Babe Ruth, and I 

wasn’t the only one.  

 

A couple years later, someone you’ve probably have heard of, Bobby Grich, who grew up in 

Long Beach, and Bobby has since been quoted. In fact, he’s mentioned in my book about at age 

seven years old, Bilko was his hero, and Bilko took time to sign a little piece of cardboard off 

one of those popcorn boxes, and that was his first autograph. Bobby said that the way Bilko 

treated kids and signed autographs for kids influenced how he treated kids and signed autographs 

later on in his career, but a lot of different people, your Bobby Griches, Gaylon Whites, a lot of 

people, Bilko was our hero, and in fact, in July of this year, 2015, Bilko will be inducted into the 

Shrine of the Eternals. There’s a group in California— 
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JI: 

I’m a part of that group. 

 

GW: 

Oh, are you? Okay. 

 

JI: 

The Baseball Reliquary. 

 

GW: 

That’s right, and it’s a neat group, very unusual, and they have sort of, I call it the poor man’s 

alternative to the Cooperstown, but they’ve got some people in there who should be in the 

Baseball Hall of Fame, Marvin Miller’s one of them. Curt Flood is another. These are men who 

had tremendous impact on the game. Minnie Minoso I believe is in the Shrine of the Eternals. He 

should be in Cooperstown. Now, I’m not saying that Bilko had the numbers to be in 

Cooperstown, but I believe that there should be, and I’m happy for him to be in the Shrine of the 

Eternals., we ought to be recognizing some of the characters, some of the people who were the 

icons of the game. Some of the people who influenced the Bobby Griches, and maybe people 

like myself who, to this day, you know, I wonder what could Bilko do today as a DH. Now, we’ll 

never know, but it’s an interesting question, and Tommy Lasorda was asked that once. In fact, he 

said, “I wonder what Bilko would do today” and he went on to say, “He would hit sixty, seventy 

homeruns without steroids.” 

 

JI: 

Yeah. You know, it’s very funny that you mention Curt Flood. One of the photos that I will 

absolutely make sure that is in my book on Mike Torrez is a picture of a twenty-two year old 

Mike Torrez sitting on a bus during a Japanese tour that the Cardinals did after the World Series 

in ’68and he’s sitting on the bus shaking hands with Curt Flood, and I mean, it’s just astonishing 

how these players, you know, the connections that they make and the people that they meet and 

the impact that they have on kids who become sportswriters and kids who become historians and 

other players and so on, and I mean I think that that’s just a very fascinating aspect of these 

stories that we always need to make sure that we capture. 

 

GW: 

Well, the—it’s interesting, Left on Base will be, when I complete it, the third book. However, it 

was the first one I started. I started these interviews in the seventies. I was living in Kansas City 

at the time and drove down to Norman, Oklahoma, where my wife stayed there with some 

friends in Norman, and I drove on my own over to Amarillo, Texas to interview Bob Cruz. He 

was known as Bob “Roundtrip” Cruz. In 1948, he hit sixty-nine homeruns. That record was 

broken a couple years later, 1954, by Joe Bauman who hit seventy-two. That record lasted until 
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Barry Bonds hit seventy-three. In terms, when I say record, that’s all of baseball, all organized 

baseball. Bob Cruz, when he hit sixty-nine in 1948, that tied Joe Hauser who had hit sixty-nine 

with the Minneapolis Millers. I didn’t know anything about Bob Cruz. I was a student at the 

University of Oklahoma. I hung out a little bit at my roommate’s uncle had a pawnshop in town 

called Earl’s Pawnshop. Earl was a very unusual character. He had a master’s degree in 

education. He had been a teacher for years and a travelling salesman, then he opened his 

pawnshop in Norman, and it was a little bit like a coffee shop. You’d go in there and get verbally 

beat up. It was like being in a locker room. They’d insult you, and of course, I got insulted a lot. 

 

JI: 

We’re familiar with that, aren’t we? 

 

GW: 

So I got insulted a lot and I insulted a few people myself, but you learned a lot, and it was 

through Earl I heard about Bob “Roundtrip” Cruz. He had been a salesman in the Panhandle 

area, and he’d travel around and he’d listen to the Amarillo games and he’d go to the games 

when Cruz was hitting all these homeruns in Amarillo. So it was sitting around there in this 

pawnshop and Norman, Oklahoma’s the college student that I heard about Bob “Roundtrip” 

Cruz. Well, I’d seen—I knew about Joe Bauman from my baseball guides, and I saw, of course, 

was aware when he hits seventy-two homeruns. So I became—these were the first two guys that 

I was fascinated with. Like I said, I was always fascinated by Bilko. Why didn’t Bilko have 

success in the majors that he did in the minors? He was one of the all-time great Minor League 

sluggers. In three seasons in Los Angeles playing in the best of the Minor Leagues, the highest of 

the Minor Leagues, the Coast League. He hit thirty-seven homeruns, fifty-five homeruns, fifty-

six homeruns three straight years, MVP each year. Went back to the majors, had some success, 

wound up his last year—now expansion. He was playing with the expansion Angels, and his first 

year back in LA in the expansion team, he had twenty homeruns, and in his last year, ’62 , he had 

eight homeruns playing mostly as a pinch hitter part time. So he had some success at the very 

end when the expansion baseball came into being, but I always wondered, what would he have 

done today? What would he have done as I started to find out a little more about his story if 

people hadn’t messed with him and there was this—sporting news did a big piece on Bilko in 

spring training, 1950, and called him Lard Zeppelin. It was all around his weight, and to imagine, 

at that time, was twenty years old and having to deal with that. I don’t know that he ever 

recovered. That’s why he quit talking about his weight, but I became fascinated with Bilko, Bob 

Cruz, Joe Bauman, and then I was—this was in the early seventies.  

 

I had now gone to the corporate world. I had left sports writing. I was working for Hallmark 

Cards, but I was bored with the corporate job doing a lot of stringing for the wire services at 

Royal Stadium. The Kansas City Royals were the major league team in town, and so, I had 

access to fellows like Jack McKeon who managed a number of years in the majors. A coach 



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
19 

named Harry Dunlop—a lot of different people and we just started asking them about some of 

these players they saw in the minors and got their input. Harry Dunlop told me about Ron 

Necciai who he caught in 1952. Necciai was nineteen, Dunlop was nineteen, and Necciai struck 

out twenty-seven in one game, the only man in history ever to strike out twenty-seven in a nine 

inning game. He struck out in 45-something Indians—109 in Class-D Bristol. By the end of the 

year, he was pitching for the Pittsburgh Pirates, had a 1 and 6 record, hurt his arm in the 

offseason—never appeared again in the majors. I was fascinated with that. I want to talk to this 

guy, Ron Necciai, so I did, and over a course of about three years, I travelled around the country 

on my own nickel, sometimes by Greyhound, sometimes the cheapest airfare I could get, and I 

travelled up to Portland, Oregon. I met a wonderful black man named Artie Wilson.  

 

Artie Wilson played in the Coast League, batting champion one year. He was with the Giants in 

1951 being used as a utility player. He grew up in Birmingham. One of the players—his 

teammates on the Birmingham Black Barons was a young outfielder, sixteen years old, Willie 

Mays. Willie Mays was tearing them up down in Minneapolis at that time. Not that they needed 

Artie to go to Leo and say this, but he did. He went to Leo Durocher and said, “You don’t need 

me. You need Willie. Send me down to the minors. I want to play every day,” and that’s what 

happened. If you look it up, the fellow who went while Willie Mays went up was Artie Wilson. 

Artie Wilson had an outstanding Minor League career. When Ken Burns did the documentary on 

negro league baseball, while it’s a wonderful piece, I think in featuring Buck O’Neil, he certainly 

was a—you might say that a good poster guy, but they also overlooked some other guys who 

were just as important in breaking the color barrier. Artie Wilson, Luke Easter, Johnny Ritchey 

helped break it in the Coast League with the San Diego Padres. So, Artie Wilson’s in the book.  

 

A fellow by the name of Carlos Bernier, a Puerto Rican who growing up in California, I didn’t 

like him. He played for the Hollywood Stars which were the archrivals of the Los Angeles 

Angels. The Stars were affiliated with the Pirates. The manager was Bobby Bragan, the king of 

the hotdogs in my opinion at that time. I did not like Bobby Bragan. I did not like Carlos Bernier. 

I didn’t like any of the Hollywood Stars. Their sportscaster was a man named Mark Scott, best 

known for his commentary on homerun derby. You’ll see it on ESPN. These are the homerun 

derbies done back in the late fifties—were done in 1958, 1959, 1960, I believe it was. They were 

filmed at Wrigley Field in Los Angeles. Mark Scott did the announcing for it. He was a Stars 

broadcaster. At the end of every game, his postgame show, he would sign off saying, “And 

remember sports fans, whether you win or lose, always be a good sport.” Well, the Hollywood 

Stars were the worst sports in the league, had more fights, got kicked out of more game. Bobby 

Bragan was the biggest umpire baiter in baseball. I’m focusing a little bit on Bragan because I’m 

going to come back to him. 
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Let’s just say that I didn’t like any of these guys because my team was the Los Angeles Angels 

and they were altogether different—and the Hollywood Stars by the way were truly owned by 

stars, Hollywood stars. The fellow on “I Love Lucy,” Fred, the guy who plays Fred— 

 

BT: 

Fred Mertz.  

 

GW: 

Yeah. 

 

JI: 

Yeah. What was his name? 

 

GW: 

Frawley.  

 

JI: 

William Frawley. 

 

GW: 

Frawley, yeah. He was one of the owners, big, big. Your fans at Hollywood Stars games 

would—well, one of the biggest fans for Carlos Bernier was George Raft. George Raft tried to 

talk Carlos Bernier into going to the movies. I wish he’d gone. But anyway, wound up meeting 

Carlos Bernier and liked him, interesting guy. He wound up committing suicide, hung himself in 

Puerto Rico in 1980s, so he’s in the book, but the way—in Left on Base, the book that I’m 

writing now, but what I’m focusing on here, and this comes back to the human interest thing. 

Carlos had an adopted named Nester who went on to become a doctor, and Nester has been on a 

lifelong pursuit for information about his father, wanting to know more about his Hollywood 

years. He remembered his father out in Hawaii because Carlos went on to play for Hawaii, 

winning the batting title in the Coast League before Hawaii. But Nester was seeking information 

about his father, and of course, I was seeking information on what had happened to Carlos after 

baseball, and we connected, and to sit and talk with Nester, asking questions about his father. 

Me, being able to provide some, and in some instances, him for providing me with information 

about his father, Carlos, and why he thought he committed suicide. It’s fascinating. I mean, it 

doesn’t get any more poignant than that, so those are the kind of things—other players featured 

in the book, Bob Dillinger. Bob Dillinger played five years in the majors, had some great years 

with the St. Louis Browns, went on—was traded to the Pirates, wound up with the White Sox, 

.305 lifetime batting average, so if you’re just looking at numbers, you’d look at Dillinger’s and 

say, what happened, which is what I did. .305, he winds up in the Coast League, wins the batting 

title, he won it—it was like .360, .370. The highest batting average lasted for like thirty, forty 



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
21 

years before it was finally broken. Dillinger wore glasses, hit line drives, ropes, so I saw him 

play a number of times. He didn’t hit many homeruns, and I looked at his numbers and I thought, 

Why was he sent back to the minors with a career batting average of .305? Well, he had a 

reputation for not hustling and he was what they called a clubhouse lawyer, and he spoke his 

mind, and he was also a heavy drinker, so that got him sent to the coast league where he finished 

his career. So I reached out to Dillinger and I would compare him in the movie Grumpy Old 

Men. There’s—you remember the—I can’t remember the—not Jack Lemmon, but the— 

 

JI: 

Walter Matthau. 

 

GW: 

Yeah, that character. Well, Dillinger was like that. He was pretty grumpy. “Why do you want to 

interview me?” I said, “Well, because I find your career fascinating,” and he says, “I don’t think 

anybody’s interested in me.” I said, “I am.” “All right. Come on down,” and I spent a whole day 

with him, and then we established sort of a telephone relationship and became—he would call 

me up. “Are you going to finish this book before I die?” Unfortunately, Bob’s no longer with us. 

The book’s not finished, so the answer was that, no, but I mean, he really was a nice guy, and as 

I later found out, the oldest living St. Louis Brown by the way is Chuck Stevens, and Chuck 

knew Bob Dillinger quite well, and he said, “Gaylon, Dillinger was just such a natural talent. 

Everything that he did was so fluid that it looked like he wasn’t trying, but he was,” and I think 

so often you see that in sports. I remember years ago, he was known as Lew Alcindor, and when 

he played first at UCLA, and then later Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. The criticism a lot of people 

forget early on about him was that he didn’t try, that he was a little too laid back. He wasn’t as 

aggressive as people thought he should be. So you have—that’s the other aspect of sports, I 

think. A lot of times, we’re quick to criticize someone, and we don’t realize—I mean, they’re out 

there first off to just be out there and performing, they’re great athletes, and then to then perform 

at a certain level, we don’t often times give them enough credit, so those are—I’ve not covered 

everybody in the Left on Base book, but you get a pretty good idea, but what’s happened in the 

development of it because I started in the early seventies, and I got it—moved on in the corporate 

world, became a speech writer for three different CEOs at different companies from Goodyear to 

Control Data and Eastman Chemical Company, so I was a speech writer for eleven years. 

Politics of the corporate world, demands of the corporate world, the project got mothballed for a 

while.  

 

When I retired in 2012, I had started two books and I hadn’t finished either one of them, and I 

was feeling the monkey on the back. I finished the Bilko book first because essentially, I decided 

to finish it first because more of those guys are still living. Then, I’ve turned back to Left on 

Base. In the meantime, former major leaguer Ransom Jackson, “Handsome Ransom” Jackson 

played for the Cubs in the 1950s and replaced Jackie Robinson, was acquired by the Dodgers in a 
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trade with the Cubs in 1956 to replace Robinson. Jackie had—he had a bad year 1955, 1956. He 

rebounded. 1957, he did retire, so in effect, Ransom eventually replaced Jackie Robinson, but a 

friend of mine had sent Ransom Jackson the Bilko book, and so that started a relationship with 

Ransom Jackson. He said, “I’ve got sixty pages of notes on my career on a yellow legal pad and 

my wife has typed—I think there are some pretty good stories there, I’d like for somebody to 

look at it,” so I did, and I got brought in, roped in you might say, and I’m helping—that book 

will be published early next year at Rowman and Littlefield, and right now the working title is 

Reminiscing with Handsome Ransom, but there’s some great stories there. Ransom Jackson 

played with Bobby Layne at University of Texas football and baseball, and Bobby Layne—a lot 

of people don’t know, was a pretty good baseball player, in fact, played for the Lubbock Hubbers 

in 1947 or 1948. Jackie Sullivan was the manager, but Layne had a 7-7 record I recall, but he 

won twenty-eight straight games, Southwestern Conference games pitching for Texas, so he was 

a pretty good pitcher in baseball. Ransom Jackson was the third baseman on that team. Ransom 

also played in the same backfield with Bobby Layne, and Ransom Jackson is the only player in 

history to play in back-to-back Cotton Bowls for a TCU one year and then Texas the next, so he 

played in back-to-back Cotton Bowls for different schools and that would never be done again 

because the NCAA rules. So, I got sidetracked momentarily to work with Ransom on that book. 

That’s a coauthor situation. Now, I’m back full time on Left on Base.  

 

In my research early on, I’d come across the name Pat Stasey, S-t-a-s-e-y. He was one of the 

founders of the Longhorn League which was—had teams in Big Spring, Texas, Roswell, New 

Mexico, Abilene was another one of the towns, Odessa, and so in 1948, Pat Stasey fielded a team 

of all Cubans. There were wire service stories on this. They called him an Irishman. His origin is 

not really Irish, but his name was Pat. So there was this Irishman with all these Cubans playing 

in the, kind of the sticks of Texas, Big Spring, and they won the league title. In fact, they were 

the powerhouse of the Longhorn League for several years. 

 

JI: 

I’m not surprised on this. That’s— [laughs]   

 

GW: 

But they were all Cubans. Stasey spoke no Spanish. The Cubans, most of them, spoke no 

English. Some of the players he brought over went on to the big leagues. Camilo Pascual was 

one of them. Mike Fornieles was another. They had some pretty good ball players. Stasey went 

on from there to be an owner and manager of the Roswell team. He was the manager in 1954 

when Joe Bauman hit seventy-two homeruns. So, the Stasey name had come up on my research. 

It had been on my radar screen, but it wasn’t until I had this opportunity to go to Cuba early in 

2015 on a organized tour just to see Cuban baseball the way it is now, and of course, the Obama 

administration announced some changes as it relates to relations with Cuba. They haven’t taken 
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effect yet, but I thought I better get down there before the land rush, so the speak, and all the 

tourists going in and spoil it, turn it into like every place else.  

 

So I went February 2015, and while I was there, a well-known author of Cuban baseball Peter 

Bjarkman was there, and we were talking and I had this idea for a chapter in the Left on Base 

which I thought would make the book a little more relevant because one of the challenges when 

you’re working with material that you had initially developed in the seventies was to make it 

relevant to today. So the idea for the Cuban factor came up, and I asked Peter what he knew 

about it—very little because that has not been an area of focus for him. So, I was just kind of 

surfing the Internet and I typed in the name Stasey, and I come across Stasey’s daughter, Trish 

Aylor Stasey [Patricia Stasey Aylor], and she’s done a self-published book called Stealing Home. 

I got in touch with her. She sent me a copy of her book, has a little bit in there on her father, not 

a lot of detail, but some things I didn’t know, and also some newspapers articles more recent, 

there was an article in a San Angelo paper where Pat Stasey was quoted saying he had brought 

187 Cubans to the US to play baseball. Now where it makes Stasey stand out from all of the rest 

is he went to Cuba. He has connection with Joe Cambria and the pipeline was Cambria worked 

for the Washington senators, and so a lot of the really good Cuban players early on—that’s why 

they had Tony Oliva. Now the Senators moved them to Minnesota. That’s why they had a—I 

believe Cesar Tovar’s, it was also Cuban. 

 

JI: 

Yeah, so did Versalles.  

 

GW: 

Yeah,, so all these guys came out of this, I’ll call it Cuban pipeline, but it was really initiated 

going way back into the late thirties by Joe Cambria who was an Italian by the way. He wasn’t 

Cuban. So, Joe Cambria and Calvin Griffith and I would argue probably one of the incentives 

knowing Calvin Griffith was economical. 

 

JI: 

Cheap. 

 

GW: 

Cheap. So, the Cuban factor. My premise for this one part of Left on Base in the Bushes is that 

for the early fifties, the Cubans really saved Minor League baseball, particularly the Longhorn 

League, but they saved Minor League baseball to Class C, Class D level for several reasons. 

One, they provided talent that was starting to—the teams were starting to lack. They were 

playing for cheap. Teams were—many of them were folding, particularly after—the apex was 

’49. 1950, 1951, things started to slide because the advent of television and air conditioning, but 

I’m going to introduce another other subject matter here in just a second which—Tom Jordan I 
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think makes a very strong point about as to why Minor League baseball the demise. So, air 

conditioning, television, they’re usually blamed, and someone said backyard barbecue—okay, 

I’ll give them that—Little league baseball—when little league baseball came in, now, Mom and 

Dad can go see their kid play. They weren’t going to go out there and see some guys who might 

be there one year—might not even be there the entire year, and Little League baseball really 

replaced in many respects in these small towns— 

 

JI: 

The Minor League. 

 

GW: 

The Minor League teams. That’s true in Lamesa, but where it’s really—the connection is strong 

was—I was talking to Tom Jordan again yesterday, Tom Jordan, Senior. He’s got a son named 

Tom Jordan, Junior. Tom Jordan, Junior pitched and hit the Roswell, New Mexico Little League 

team to the little league world series title in 1956. 1956 was Joe Bauman’s last year. He played 

until midseason and then quit. The manager of the team was Tom Jordan, Senior. Tom Jordan, 

Senior says that he tried to talk his son out of going to play in Williamsport. He didn’t think they 

had a chance. He wasn’t happy with the manager because the manager of this Little League 

team—during the regular season, Tom saw his son play only one game that year, and he said, “I 

went to the game and they walked my son three straight times intentionally.” He says, “I was 

mad at the manager,” and he says, “I was going on a road trip and I wanted him to go with me.” 

He said, “The biggest crowd, the biggest interest ever in Roswell in baseball was not Joe 

Bauman hitting seventy two homeruns. It was that little league team winning the title in 1956 

and returning there to the train station.” Tom says, to this day, his regret is he never saw his son 

play and he wasn’t at the train station, and that was because he was off playing Minor League 

baseball or managing, and his son, Little League, but I think that two of those coming together in 

Roswell 1956 is a pretty powerful point about how Little League had replaced Minor League 

baseball because Minor League baseball by that time was dead throughout the Class D, Class C 

area. There wasn’t much left after that, and it was happening before, but it really—I think that’s 

kind of the exclamation point. 

 

JI: 

Wow. We have covered an enormous amount of ground and I’ve got to go to a meeting, but Bill, 

do you have specific questions that you want to ask of Gaylon or you know, I—? 

 

BT: 

I always—you touched on Robinson and the black players and the filter coming up—the pipeline 

coming out of Cuba. Do you gather any sense that the attitudes of the Minor Leaguers was 

different in any way toward integration or towards Robinson and company? 
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GW: 

One of the interesting aspects is that Lamesa, Texas, was really a leader, this little town in Texas, 

not so much the town, but the manager there named Jay Haney. Jay Haney in 1951 announced he 

was going to recruit—he was going to play black players. Now, he took a lot of heat. A guy by 

the name of J. W. Wingate and one other player he brought in—he had negro league tryouts 

believed to be the first negro league tryouts in the Minor Leagues. Eventually, Wingate—he only 

lasted until midyear, but the distinction—there was not—there was some distinction between the 

black, the real black Cubans, and the light-complected Cubans. It was interesting because all the 

attention was focused on the African Americans like J. W. Wingate. Wingate was released, but 

the Lamesa team kept a pitcher named Robert Leyva, L-e-y-v-a I believe is his last name. He 

pitched. Now at one point, Jay Haney, he had a pitcher and a catcher that were both Cuban, and 

he wasn’t too happy with the way the game was going, and of course, he went out to talk to 

them, and he didn’t speak Spanish, and they didn’t speak English, so there was some 

unhappiness as to what was said and so forth. Haney fired both of them after the game. That 

wasn’t unusual. Stubby Greer in Artesia, New Mexico, got into it with his Cuban catcher and 

fired him, and then the rest of the Cubans quit the team after tha,t which again comes back to Pat 

Stasey. What was interesting about him was he was able to get along and effectively use all the 

Cubans because he was more of an easygoing guy, and he recognized the talent that these players 

had, and then rather than try to manage them, sort of turned them loose. The other aspect I think 

that was the key to Stasey’s success where he succeeded with the Cuban players and the others 

didn’t was that Stasey went to Cuba. He went in their homes. He saw where they were from, and 

I think he became sort of a father figure to these Cuban players who if you talked to them now, 

not too many of them are still living, they love him. They talk about him, very reverent terms, as 

a father. But back to the—West Texas really was the pioneer. The first black players were not in 

Dallas—were not some of the players—David Hoskins and some others that have typically been 

mentioned as the first black players in Texas. They were here in West Texas. Lamesa—in fact, 

the Longhorn League had quite a few players wind up coming in. Roswell had quite a few and in 

Artesia, so they of course, they faced the same issues that Jackie Robinson faced in the late 

1940s. Back to the Jackie Robinson, I want to mention this, is that Jackie was a great player and 

in some respects, when we put someone on a pedestal, we change the picture to kind of fit what 

we want it to be. This might be—seem controversial to some, but Martin Luther King was a 

great man, but he wasn’t God. Jackie Robinson was a great player, but Jackie Robinson had his 

flaws like any man. Jackie Robinson was not well liked by some of the other black players.  

 

JI: 

Well, there’s a new book on Jackie and Campy by Kashatus, and it focuses on the dynamic that 

as Robinson became more and more militant and Campy was always less so, but becomes even 

more—even less so that there is, and there’s an—there’s a wonderful photograph in that book 

that looks like Jackie wants—is about to—just wants to take Campy’s head off. 
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GW: 

Campy, yeah. Campy was far and away the most popular Dodger. Everybody loved Campy. In 

fact, Ransom says, “You won’t find a better person. You enjoyed being around him.” Campy 

loved the water. He had boats. They both had one up in the Brooklyn area, and then he’d have 

one down in Florida, so he loved to be on the water. The other black players on the Dodgers 

gravitated more towards Campy than they did towards Robinson. Now I don’t mean that to be 

critical of Robinson. Robinson was—he was carrying a cross, and he had a cross to bear, but he 

also in many respects, he had—agitated for change, and of course, he brought about change. 

There’s great quote somewhere from Bill Russell saying that Jackie took us from A to B. Bill 

Russell said, “My job’s to take us from B to C,” and I think Jackie did his job well. Bill Russell 

did his job well, but I think that as historians, it’s incumbent on us to accurately portray these 

guys and not glorify and gloss over.  

 

Ransom Jackson, his rivalry with Jackie was well publicized particularly by the New York media 

and he says, “Well, we’re both competitors, but we weren’t rivals,” but Jackie, because I asked 

him a whole lot of questions about his relationship with Jackie, he says, “Well, you know, we 

would talk about how to play hitters. We’d talk about certain things related to the game, but 

essentially, we didn’t have anything to talk about,” but he says, “It wasn’t just me. It was the 

other guys.” Now, he said, “In the wrong hands, somebody would take that information and say, 

Hey, look. We didn’t get along. No. We got along fine. It’s just—other than the game, we had 

nothing. Jackie went his way. I went my way, and that was the way it was with a lot of these 

guys. 

 

Ransom tells this story of how in St. Louis at one time, Jackie had finally succeeded in 

convincing the Dodgers for all the black players to stay at the main hotel where all the white 

players stayed at. Well, the black players got mad at Jackie. They liked the hotel they were 

staying at in St. Louis because they was around a lot more action than where they were staying—

where the other players were staying. Now, they had to go sit in the lobby and read the paper and 

do all the other boring things the white guys were doing.  

 

JI: 

Well, I’m going to have to cut you off here, Gaylon. 

 

GW: 

Sure. 

 

JI: 

I mean, frankly, we could talk for another couple hours here with no problem, but here’s the 

thing, Monte wants to talk to you about the oral histories, and I mean I would certainly love to 

stay in touch with you and talk more about these Cubans playing out here in West Texas. This is 
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just a fascinating topic. I can’t think of too many people who’ve written on this or have dedicated 

themselves to go out and actually talk to some of these surviving guys, so I just—I’m really, 

really excited about this. Let me shut this off and— 

 

GW: 

Is there—can I just read one thing? 

 

JI: 

Sure. Go ahead.  

 

GW: 

There’s one thing because it’s pertinent to what it is we’re talking about. Jack Hannah played 

over in Fort Worth, Dallas in his career. His brother Joe Hannah was on the 1956 Angels, and 

there was a, if I can find it here real quickly—yeah, here it is. I know why it’s—it’s got to be on 

the dedication page. Excuse me a second here. We’ll find it. 

 

JI: 

No problem. 

 

GW: 

This is pertinent to what all we’re doing. You and your work, Texas Tech and the archives, and 

Jack’s quote really hit me. “What would life be if it weren’t for the remembrances? We have the 

future of which we know nothing. We have the present which is so close and moving so swiftly 

by that we can’t make much of it, but the past is as clear as our memories will allow. It’s the 

memories of the past that convince me how important what I am doing is in the present.” 

 

JI: 

That is good stuff. 

 

GW: 

And I think when I think about what both of us are doing is we’re trying to capture as well as our 

memories allow, and what other’s memories allow, the past, so that we can make more sense of 

the present. 

 

JI: 

Yes, sir. Yes, sir. Let me shut this off. You know what I did is I just stopped. 

 

 

End of Recording  

 


