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Climate Science Center Hosting First Interdisciplinary Seminar Series Panel of the 
Fall 

The panel discussion will focus on the relationship between agriculture and climate 
variability on the Southern High Plains. 

 
WHAT: Texas Tech University Climate Science Center Interdisciplinary Seminar 

Series panel discussion. 
 

This panel discussion, hosted by the Texas Tech Climate Science Center, 
will feature three expert panelists from the Department of Plant and Soil 
Science in the College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources at 
Texas Tech. They will discuss the relationship between agriculture and 
climate variability on the Southern High Plains. 

  
Featured panelists are Paxton Payton, an adjunct assistant professor of 
plant physiology; James Mahan, an adjunct professor of thermal stress and 
plant metabolism; and Veronica Acosta-Martinez, an adjunct professor of 
soil science and microbiologist. All three are with the United States 
Department of Agriculture-Agricultural Research Service’s Cropping 
Systems Research Lab at Texas Tech. 

 
 The panel discussion is free and open to the public but seating is limited. 
 
WHEN: Noon Tuesday (Oct. 4) 
 
WHERE: Experimental Sciences Building, Room 120 
  
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Jennifer Vanos, assistant professor, Department of Geosciences, 
College of Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3319 or 
jennifer.vanos@ttu.edu 
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LHUCA, Texas Tech University to Host Flatland Film Festival 
The festival will feature Texas filmmakers and themes. 

 
The Louise Hopkins Underwood Center for the Arts (LHUCA) and Texas Tech University 
will host the 12th annual Flatland Film Festival Oct. 6-8 at the Firehouse Theatre and 
Alamo Drafthouse. 
 
The festival was founded in 2004 and is intended to support filmmakers and encourage 
artistic expression. Most of the films at the festival are from Texas filmmakers or have 
Texas themes. It also will include a 30th anniversary screening of the film “True Stories,” 
starring Lubbock native Jo Harvey Allen. 
 
A festival pass is $30 and provides access to all films, parties and Q&A sessions. 
Individual tickets can be purchased for $10 online or at the door. Student tickets are 
available for $5 at the door. 
 
Some of the films include: 

• The film “True Stories” by David Byrne, which is about a small Texas town and its 
musical citizens on a parade and in a talent show. A Q&A with Jo Harvey Allen 
will follow this screening. 

• A screening of the official selection of juried shorts from independent filmmakers 
will be available at the festival. 

• “Starving the Beast,” directed by Steve Mims, is about the power struggle on 
college campuses in the United States as politicians try to reform public education 
and will be featured at the festival. 

• The festival will feature “The Liberators,” produced by Cassie Hay, tells the story 
of lost medieval artwork tracked to a small Texas town. 

• “Honky Tonk Heaven: The Legend of the Broken Spoke” is a documentary 
produced by Michelle Randolph Faires about the Broken Spoke, a dance hall and 
local Austin landmark. The film looks at the dance hall’s cultural history. There 
will be a Q&A session with the producer after the screening. 

 
There will be free screenings of two films about painters: 

• “Frank Reaugh: Pastel Poet of the Plains,” followed by a Q&A session with the 
director, Marla Field. 

• “The Twilight Angel,” with a Q&A with filmmakers James Koskinas and John 
Witham. 

mailto:kristen.j.barton@ttu.edu
http://lhuca.org/
http://www.flatlandfilm.org/


 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Mica McGuire, LHUCA, (806) 762-8606 or mica.mcguire@LHUCA.org 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:mica.mcguire@LHUCA.org
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Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library and Texas Tech University Press to 

Host Lauro Cavazos for Book Signing 
The event is part of Hispanic Heritage Month. 

 
WHAT: Lauro Cavazos, 10th president of Texas Tech University, will sign copies 

of his book “A Kineno’s Journey: On Family, Learning and Public 
Service” with co-author Gene Preuss. 

  
 Cavazos received a master’s degree from Texas Tech and his doctoral 

degree from Iowa State University. He went on to teach at the Medical 
College of Virginia and the Tufts University School of Medicine, where 
he also served as the dean for five years. He later served as the U.S 
Secretary of Education, and in 1980, Cavazos rejoined Texas Tech as the 
university’s 10th president. He was the first Hispanic and graduate of the 
university to serve as president. 

 
 Preuss is an associate professor of history at the University of Houston 

Downtown campus. He wrote “To Get a Better School System: One 
Hundred Years of School Reform in Texas.” 

 
 Texas Tech President Lawrence Schovanec will be at the signing. 

Refreshments will be served and Texas Tech University Press will have 
books available for purchase. 

   
WHEN: 5:30 p.m. Wednesday (Oct. 5) 
 
WHERE: Formby Room, Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library 
 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: John Brock, marketing manager, Texas Tech University Press, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 834-5609 or john.brock@ttu.edu   

mailto:kristen.j.barton@ttu.edu
http://www.ttupress.org/
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https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Texas Secretary of State to Hold Vote Texas Event at University  
Carlos H. Cascos will speak with Texas Tech students about the upcoming fall election. 

 
WHAT: Texas Secretary of State Carlos H. Cascos will visit Texas Tech 

University to meet and speak with students. The stop is part of his Vote 
Texas campaign. 

 
 Secretary Cascos will discuss what Texas voters need to know about the 

fall election and what forms of identification will be needed at the polls. 
Members of the Student Government Association will be in attendance. 

 
 Texas Tech University System Chancellor Robert L. Duncan and Texas 

Tech President Lawrence Schovanec will be in attendance at 4:15 p.m.    
 
 The event is free and open to all Texas Tech students. 
  
WHEN: 4-5 p.m. Wednesday (Oct. 5) 
 
 Media availability for Secretary Cascos will begin at 4:30 p.m. 
 
WHERE: Red Raider Ballroom, Student Union Building 
 
 Parking will be available in the lot east of the Student Union Building by 

McClellan Hall. 
 
About Carlos Cascos 
Secretary Cascos is the 110th Texas Secretary of State and a former county commissioner 
and judge. He was born in Mexico and became a U.S. citizen as an adolescent. He is a 
graduate of the University of Texas at Austin and the keynote speaker for the Lubbock 
Chamber of Commerce’s 2016 Hispanic Heritage Luncheon. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Alicia Pierce, communications director, Texas Secretary of State, (512) 
463-6116 or APierce@sos.texas.gov 

mailto:amanda.castro-crist@ttu.edu
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Biology Researcher Part of Team Looking at Fatal, Spreading Bat Disease 
Liam McGuire is one of six investigators on a federally funded award to study white-nose 

syndrome, which has killed millions of bats in the last decade. 
 
A Texas Tech University professor is part of a $2.5 million Department of Defense-funded 
research project looking at a new disease that is killing bats at alarming rates. 
 
Liam McGuire, an assistant professor in the Department of Biological Sciences, is 
working with five other researchers from the United States, Canada and New Zealand to 
research the spread of white-nose syndrome, a fungal disease that has killed millions of 
bats in North America since its discovery outside of Albany, New York in 2006. The four-
year award is from the Strategic Environmental Research and Development Program 
(SERDP), the Department of Defense’s environmental science and technology program 
executed in partnership with the Department of Energy and the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 
 
The award, which spans four years, will be led by Sarah Olson with the Wildlife 
Conservation Society (WCS). The other researchers are Raina Plowright from Montana 
State University, David Hayman from Massey University, Brett Dickson with 
Conservation Science Partners and Cori Lausen from WCS-Canada. 
 
The researchers will create a model that helps them understand which bat species may 
survive the disease and in what environments, which will allow for targeted potential 
interventions at the critical points and, they hope, keep these nocturnal mammals from 
going extinct in affected parts of the country, including Texas, home to millions of bats. 
 
“They’re a major player in whatever ecosystem they’re in,” McGuire said. “An ecosystem 
is probably going to be quite different if all the bats die out.” 
 
Bats also have economic value, particularly in agricultural areas, where they play a major 
role in insect control.  
 
White-nose syndrome essentially causes bats to starve to death during hibernation. Before 
bats hibernate, they build up their fat stores, then go underground and drop their body 
temperature to match the air around them. They expend almost no energy while cold but 
use significant energy to warm up. 
 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/biology/


The disease causes the bats to arouse more frequently during the winter, resulting in the 
depletion of the animals’ fat stores. Ultimately, the animals run out of energy waiting for 
warmer weather to arrive.  
 
The fungus likely was introduced to the United States from Europe, where it has been 
found, but bats don’t get the disease and die, McGuire said. They seem to have co-evolved 
to live with the fungus. Because it is so new on this continent, North American bats have 
not adapted, with devastating effects. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service recently listed 
the northern long-eared bat on its threatened list, with several others being suggested for 
the list, and Canada has added three bat species to its endangered list, all because of white-
nose syndrome. 
 
The fungus spread across the east in spurts as bats moved from cave to cave, eventually 
getting as far west as eastern Nebraska and Minnesota. In March hikers outside of Seattle 
found a bat with white-nose syndrome, which created a greater sense of urgency for this 
research. 
 
“This is a particularly catastrophic wildlife pathogen,” said Olson, the principal 
investigator on the award. “We know it causes high mortality in eastern bats. As a fungal 
pathogen, once it arrives in the West it will likely remain in the environment and impact 
bats indefinitely.” 
 

In addition to examining what factors may help bats survive the disease, researchers will 
look at the role of climate change and whether altered winters can play a role in the 
disease’s effects. They will examine five different species in different areas of the western 
United States to get the most representative data possible. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Liam McGuire, assistant professor, Department of Biological Sciences, 
College of Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5129 or 
liam.mcguire@ttu.edu  

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:liam.mcguire@ttu.edu
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Experts Available For Election Analysis 
 
As the 18-month presidential campaign winds down, the pressure on the two candidates and their 
surrogates ramps up. The final weeks of the campaign include two more debates between Hillary 
Clinton and Donald Trump, a vice presidential campaign tonight (Oct. 4) between Tim Kaine 
and Mike Pence and 35 days of 24-hour news cycles, social media posts and ads. Texas Tech 
University has several experts available to discuss these events and what they may mean come 
Nov. 8 and after. 
 
American political history 
Sean Cunningham, associate professor and chair, Department of History, (806) 834-6159 
or sean.cunningham@ttu.edu 

• Cunningham can speak about 20th century U.S. history, particularly post-1945 American 
political culture. This semester he is teaching a course on American presidential politics 
from John F. Kennedy to Ronald Reagan. 

• Cunningham has written two books focusing on the growth of conservatism in Texas and 
the Sunbelt.  

American elections and southern politics 
Seth McKee, associate professor, Department of Political Science, (806) 834-1880 
or sc.mckee@ttu.edu 

• McKee can speak about the presidential election, U.S. House and Senate elections, Texas 
politics and statewide races. 

• McKee’s recently published research includes white conservative voting for minority 
Republican candidates in Senate and gubernatorial elections, voting behavior in different 
parts of the South and factors influencing the passage of voter ID laws in states. To view 
more of McKee’s research, click here. 

Political communications 
Erik Bucy, Formby Regents Professor of Strategic Communication, (806) 834-3346 
or erik.bucy@ttu.edu 

• Bucy researches nonverbal communication in political news, cognitive and emotional 
processing of televised leader displays and user experiences with new communication 
technologies. 

Race and immigration 
Miguel Levario, associate professor, Department of History, (806) 834-8096 
or miguel.levario@ttu.edu 

• Levario can talk about race, immigration and border issues. 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/history/
mailto:sean.cunningham@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/politicalscience/
mailto:sc.mckee@ttu.edu
http://myweb.ttu.edu/semckee/research.php
mailto:erik.bucy@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/history/
mailto:miguel.levario@ttu.edu


• Levario’s recent research includes the transnational context of immigration, militarization 
and race in the western United States and northern Mexico. His book “Militarizing the 
Border: When Mexicans Became the Enemy” explains current tensions and controversy 
over immigration and law enforcement issues near the U.S.-Mexico border. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 
us on Twitter. 
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Institutional Diversity to Host Leadership and Success Symposium 
The two-day event will focus on issues facing men in higher education.  

 
The Texas Tech University Division of Institutional Diversity, Equity and Community 
Engagement will host the first TTU MALES (Men Attaining Leadership Excellence and 
Success) Symposium Thursday (Oct. 6) and Friday (Oct. 7). The event will include 
national, state and local leaders who will discuss issues, concerns and best practices 
regarding male student achievement and persistence in education.  
 
“There is a disparity in participation and success of male students’ retention in education, 
both secondary and collegiate,” said Cory S. Powell, director of Mentor Tech. “This 
event is designed to attempt to address the disparity.” 
 
The symposium will begin with a networking reception from 5:30-7 p.m. Thursday (Oct. 
6) at the Reagor-Dykes Auto Group corporate headquarters Grand Room, 1215 Ave. J. 
The event will resume at 8 a.m. Friday (Oct. 7) with a continental breakfast in the Texas 
Tech Student Union Building (SUB) followed by sessions in the SUB and the McKenzie-
Merket Alumni Center.   
 
Victor Saenz, founder and executive director of Project MALES (Mentoring to Achieve 
Latino Educational Success) and the Texas Education Consortium for Male Students of 
Color, will open Friday’s portion of the event as the first speaker, followed by two 
breakout morning sessions.  
 
Educator, speaker and author Steve Perry will deliver the keynote speech at 11:30 a.m. 
Perry’s innovative approach to educating males as the founder of Capital Preparatory 
Magnet School in Hartford, Connecticut, has resulted in 100 percent of its predominantly 
low-income, minority, first-generation high school graduates attending four-year colleges 
every year since its first class graduated in 2006.  
 
“We believe these gentlemen, along with the others, will help to empower and guide 
symposium attendees into meaningful thought and progressive action to address the 
concerns related to male persistence in education,” Powell said.  
 
The day will continue with two afternoon breakout sessions and will close with think tank 
group work sessions and reports. Powell said the event is designed to provide attendees 
with opportunities to move from simply talking about the problems to being part of the 
solutions.  

mailto:amanda.castro-crist@ttu.edu
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Other presenters include:  

• Fernando Valle, associate professor, Texas Tech University Educational 
Psychology and Leadership 

• Richard A. Baker, assistant vice chancellor and vice president of the Office of 
Equal Opportunity Services at the University of Houston System 

• Gregory Vincent, vice president, Division of Diversity and Community 
Engagement at the University of Texas at Austin 

 
Registration is free for Texas Tech students and $50 for all others.  
 
For more information, visit the event page.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter 
 
CONTACT: Cory Powell, director, Mentor Tech, Division of Institutional Diversity, 
Equity & Community Engagement, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0991 
or cory.powell@ttu.edu  
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Listen to the Music of the Night in Upcoming ‘Phantom of the Opera’ Shows 
Tickets are available for the musical, which the Opera Theatre program is putting on in 

conjunction with Moonlight Broadway. 
 
Sitting in a darkened theater, a young Marissa Hernandez listened to the high, clear voice 
of Christine Daae sing the immortal tribute to her long-lost father: “Wishing you were 
somehow here again/knowing we must say goodbye/try to forgive, teach me to live/give 
me the strength to try!” 
 
Today those words of “Wishing You Were Somehow Here Again” from the musical 
“Phantom of the Opera” come easily to Hernandez. Although the theater is dark, a 
spotlight shines on her, the sole performer on the stage as her voice reaches the rafters, 
inviting the audience to feel her sorrow, grief and anger. 
 
It’s a difficult role for the Texas Tech University student, but one she is thrilled to take on. 
In November, Hernandez, a vocal performance and Honors College student, will play up-
and-coming opera singer Christine, who has been trained by an “angel of music” – the 
Phantom of the Opera. Music performance student Joshua Reynolds will play Raoul, 
Christine’s love interest, and returning student, alumnus and Broadway star David 
Gaschen, who has played the Phantom in more than 1,500 performances worldwide, will 
reprise his role as the anti-hero. 
 

The show, which the Opera Theatre program in the School of Music is presenting along 
with Moonlight Broadway, will run Nov. 18-22 and Nov. 25-27 at the Lubbock Memorial 
Civic Center Theatre. It is the first time “Phantom” will be performed by a university 
theatre company. Tickets, which went on sale in July, are still available for most of the 
performances. 
 
“This is a production of historic significance for Texas Tech,” music professor Gerald 
Dolter said. “For so many students to be involved in a professional-level production is 
something to be cherished and celebrated. Added to that, to be on stage with such a fine 
performing artist as David Gaschen in the role that made him famous – such opportunities 
happen once in a lifetime. The students are certainly up to the challenge, and I am very 
proud of their work to date.” 
 
For undergraduate student leads Reynolds and Hernandez, it’s an opportunity to perform 
alongside one of theatre’s greats and while taking on much-loved roles in a well-known 
story. Neither auditioned specifically for these parts, so receiving the phone calls that 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
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they’d be playing the lead were wonderful moments. Both called their casting a dream 
role. 
 
Both Reynolds and Hernandez invited South Plains residents, whether they are theatre-
lovers or first-timers to live theatre, to see a performance. They both have a special 
moment they want to share with the audience. 
 
Reynolds wants to draw out the similarities between his character and the dark, 
mysterious, masked man who completes the love triangle of the story. 
 
“I’m very excited to show the audience that Raoul isn’t too different of a character from 
Phantom,” Reynolds said. “While their childhoods and young adult life were probably 
very different, I feel they aren’t that dissimilar. Christine’s relationships with both the 
Phantom and Raoul are interesting to analyze. A specific part I’m excited about is 
Christine and Raoul’s duet ‘All I Ask of You’ in the first act. This scene, to me, is where I 
really see Raoul’s and Phantom’s love for Christine aren’t much different from each 
other.” 
 
For Hernandez, it’s the emotional moment of Christine needing and missing her father. 
 
“The song ‘Wishing You Were Somehow Here Again’ has always been one of my favorite 
songs in this show,” Hernandez said. “I remember it really stuck with me after I saw the 
show for the first time. It was definitely the song I was most looking forward to learning.” 
 
Tickets, ranging in cost from $43-$100, are available at TexasTechPhantom.com.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Gerald Dolter, professor, School of Music, Texas Tech University, (806) 
834-7191 or gerald.dolter@ttu.edu  
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Stuntman Steve Wolf to Ignite Interest with ‘Science in the Movies’ Presentation  
The stuntman’s secrets behind movie stunts and special effects will teach science and 

safety to thousands of students from across the South Plains. 
 
The Texas Tech University Edward E. Whitacre Jr. College of Engineering will host 
thousands of third-, fourth- and fifth-grade students from across the South Plains, who 
will experience science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) through the 
eyes of movie stuntman Steve Wolf. 
 
Wolf, a stunt and special effects coordinator for such blockbuster movies as “Cast 
Away,” “The Firm,” “The Client” and “The Jungle Book,” will present his show 
“Science in the Movies” on Friday (Oct. 7) at the Lubbock City Bank Auditorium. Wolf 
will do shows at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.  
 
Wolf appears regularly on science shows for the Discovery Channel, History Channel, 
A&E and Bravo. For 27 years he’s designed, engineered and performed stunts and 
special effects for feature films and television shows, including “America’s Most 
Wanted,” “All My Children,” “Crocodile Dundee II” and many more. 
 
Setting his hand on fire, exploding flower pots and dangling school principals in the air 
are all part of Wolf’s show, which brings movie stunts into venues across the country. 
 
“Kids often don’t remember their science lessons in school, but can recite every line from 
their favorite movies,” Wolf says. “When we show kids the secrets of how movie stunts 
are done, learning science becomes as fun and memorable as any action movie.” 
 
During a vivid one-hour glimpse into movie magic, Wolf reveals how simple science is 
used to create the spectacular feats seen in movies as he performs six stunts and effects 
that teach more than 100 essential science and safety concepts. 
 
The “Science in the Movies” show gets students excited about science and gives them 
clear and memorable examples of key science concepts in action. 
 
With every stunt Wolf emphasizes health and safety, including seat belts; home fire 
safety planning; stop, drop and roll; anti-smoking; lightning safety; and healthful eating. 

mailto:delila.holder@ttu.edu
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He also shows students that violence in movies is really just science in a different form – 
an explosion is nothing more than the interplay of circuits, pressure and force. 
 
“Action entertainment is a proven way to get and hold kids’ attention,” Wolf said. “We’re 
using that attention to teach the basics of physics, chemistry, mathematics, mechanics, 
heat, electronics, engineering and computers.” 
 
Sponsors of the event include the Whitacre College of Engineering, the College of 
Education; the Division of Institutional Diversity, Equity & Community Engagement; the 
Office of the Provost and the Office of the President. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: De’Lila Holder, STEM Program Manager, Whitacre College of 
Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-6961 or delila.holder@ttu.edu 
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Texas Tech Online Master’s Degree in English Ranked Fifth Most Affordable 
GradSchoolHub.com recognized Texas Tech for its diversity in courses offered. 

 
Texas Tech’s online master’s degree in English is one of the most affordable in the nation, 
according to a new ranking from GradSchoolHub.com.  
 
Coming in at No. 5 on the list, editors at GradSchoolHub.com noted the diversity of 
courses offered in Texas Tech’s English program. 
 
“We’re happy, but not surprised, to be listed as one of the most affordable master’s 
degrees in English in the country. But what we’re really proud of is the high quality of our 
program and the way we affect our students’ lives,” said Jen Shelton, an associate 
professor of English and director of the online master’s program. “Students in our classes 
build a community with fellow graduate students and have close relationships with faculty 
while they expand their knowledge and reinvigorate their professional lives. Our graduates 
gain skills they need for the 21st-century workforce, but they also grow personally, sharing 
the joy of intellectual exploration with colleagues, students and the communities in which 
they live.” 
 
Schools included in the ranking were selected based on accreditation, in-state graduate 
tuition and fees, and rankings with major publications, including Forbes, The Princeton 
Review and U.S. News and World Report.  
 
“Texas Tech’s online master’s of English degree offers students an incredible tuition value 
matched by few universities,” said Jamie Weitl, manager of online communications for 
GradSchoolHub.com. “Students know they are getting a good return on investment with 
this master’s of English that ranks in the top 5 percent of programs nationwide.” 
 
Other schools ranked were: 
• No. 1: University of Texas-Permian Basin 
• No. 2: University of Texas at Tyler 
• No. 3: Western Governors University 
• No. 4: East Carolina University 
• No. 23: Wayland Baptist University 
 
About GradSchoolHub.com 
GradSchoolHub.com’s mission is to provide expert information on high-quality accredited 
graduate degree programs offered by the nation’s best universities. 
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Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Jen Shelton, online master’s program director, Department of English, 
College of Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-2404 or 
jen.shelton@ttu.edu   
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LeVar Burton to Speak at Annual Celebrate Diversity Banquet 
Burton has received global acclaim for his roles as an actor  

and his work on PBS’ award-winning children’s series “Reading Rainbow.” 
 
The Texas Tech University Division of Institutional Diversity, Equity and Community 
Engagement welcomes actor, author and literacy advocate LeVar Burton as the keynote 
speaker for the sixth annual Celebrate Diversity Awards Banquet.  
 
Each fall, the division recognizes those within the Texas Tech and Lubbock communities 
who exemplify inclusive excellence. This year’s banquet will begin at 7 p.m. Wednesday 
(Oct. 12) in the McKenzie-Merket Alumni Center.  
 
Burton began his career at age 19 when he was cast in the groundbreaking role of Kunta 
Kinte in the landmark television series “Roots.” In 1986, he began portraying chief 
engineer Geordi La Forge in the iconic “Star Trek: The Next Generation” television 
series and feature films.   
 
From 1983 to 2009, Burton served as host and executive producer of one of the longest-
running and most acclaimed children’s television shows in history. “Reading Rainbow,” 
a PBS series, ran for 23 seasons and earned more than 200 awards, including 26 Emmy 
Awards and a Peabody Award. Burton also received 12 Emmy Awards for his work on 
the show.  
 
Since 2012, Burton has spearheaded what he refers to as “Reading Rainbow 2.0.” He and 
business partner Mark Wolfe have launched a No. 1 educational iPad app and the online 
educational services Reading Rainbow Skybrary School and Skybrary Family with the 
intent of raising American literacy rates.  
 
“Each year we seek individuals who are leaders within their given industry and possess 
the ability to educate and inspire those who are in attendance,” said Cory Powell, director 
of Mentor Tech, which helps organize the banquet. “Mr. Burton’s longevity and broad 
reach through performance art has inspired millions and multiple generations.” 
 
Three local leaders also will receive recognition at the banquet. Adrienne Cozart, vice 
president of human resources at UMC Health System, will be recognized as this year’s 
recipient of the Sen. Robert L. Duncan Community Champion Award. Janie Landin 
Ramirez, outreach programs director for the Texas Tech College of Education, and Tom 
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Vermillion, executive director of the Lubbock Boys and Girls Club, each will receive 
Inclusive Excellence Awards.  
 
“The event highlights the importance of diversity, while also recognizing individuals 
within the Texas Tech and Lubbock communities whose efforts advance inclusivity,” 
Powell said. “The banquet provides attendees with opportunities to celebrate the rich 
diversity that makes Texas Tech and Lubbock the great places they are.” 
 
Past speakers for the event include Edward James Olmos, Terrence Howard, Soledad 
O’Brien, John Quiñones and former U.S. Poet Laureate Juan Felipe Herrera. 
 
General tickets are $75 and VIP tickets are $100. Tables of eight are available for $1,000 
and $1,500 (VIP). VIP tickets include premium seating, admittance to the VIP Reception 
and a photo with Burton. All table purchasers will receive recognition in the banquet’s 
printed program and during the banquet. 
 
For more information, visit the event page.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Cory Powell, director, Mentor Tech, Division of Institutional Diversity, 
Equity & Community Engagement, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0991 
or cory.powell@ttu.edu  
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Texas Tech Wind Scientists Deploy for Hurricane Matthew 
Researchers with hurricane experience are available to discuss storms’ various aspects.  

 
Texas Tech University’s Hurricane Research Team is on its way to intercept Hurricane Matthew 
and prepare for a possible deployment. 
 
Texas Tech leads the nation in wind research through the National Wind Institute (NWI). A 
number of researchers have extensive experience researching hurricanes such as Rita, Katrina 
and Ike and can speak as experts about various aspects of these devastating storms.  
 
John Schroeder, professor of atmospheric sciences, is the principal investigator for the Texas 
Tech Hurricanes at Landfall (TTUHAL) Project and founder of the Texas Tech Hurricane 
Research Team. He visited affected areas after both hurricanes Rita and Katrina to deploy 
instrumented towers that gather high-resolution storm data at a time when most conventional 
observation systems fail. Schroeder can offer insight into how hurricanes develop, move and 
react to various meteorological elements. He is an expert on hurricane winds and has been 
actively intercepting hurricanes since 1998.  
Schroeder can be reached at (806) 834-5678 or john.schroeder@ttu.edu 
 
Daan Liang, assistant professor of construction engineering technology and interim director of 
NWI, uses satellite images and aerial photos along with ground survey results to investigate 
building damage caused by hurricanes. Liang uses various probability methods to study how the 
construction of buildings affects their vulnerability against severe windstorms. Recently, his 
research is focused on the advancement of remote sensing technology in documenting and 
assessing wind damage to residential structures. 
Liang can be reached at (806) 834-0383 or daan.liang@ttu.edu  
 
Ernst Kiesling, research professor and executive director of the National Storm Shelter 
Association (NSSA), recommends homeowners who live above the flood plain in hurricane-
prone areas buy a storm shelter for their home. As was seen in Houston preceding Hurricane 
Rita, evacuations are stressful and expensive. They often put immense strain on traffic 
corridors, leading to traffic jams and – in the case of Houston – fatalities. By using in-home 
shelters, some families who are not required to evacuate can remain where they are and ease the 
traffic flow. However, Kiesling urges buyers to look for a seal of the NSSA when they buy a 
safe room for their home, because not all shelters are verified to be fully compliant with current 
standards for storm shelters and to provide full protection from extreme winds. Kiesling has 
more than 35 years of experience in the design, standards-writing and quality control of storm 
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shelters.  
Kiesling can be reached at (806) 834-1931 or ernst.kiesling@ttu.edu 
 
Larry Tanner, research associate in civil engineering, completed a six-month investigation 
working with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) mitigation assessment team 
on the wind damage to residential structures from Hurricane Ike in Texas and Louisiana. He also 
was a member of the FEMA mitigation assessment team that studied Hurricane Katrina. He led a 
team that recorded wind and water damage along the coastline in Louisiana and Mississippi. 
Much of the damage done by Katrina, he said, resulted from structures being built below the base 
flood elevation, or the elevation that flood waters will rise to during a 100-year storm event 
(meaning the storm only has a 1 percent chance of happening in a year). 
Tanner can be reached at (806) 834-2320 or larry.tanner@ttu.edu 
 
Bradley Ewing, professor of operations management in the Rawls College of Business, has 
studied the economic impact of hurricanes and tornadoes. He can speak to the impact of 
hurricanes and tornadoes in cities like Oklahoma City; Corpus Christi; Wilmington, North 
Carolina; Miami, Florida; and Nashville, Tennessee.  
Ewing can be reached at (806) 834-3939 or bradley.ewing@ttu.edu 
 
About the National Wind Institute 
The National Wind Institute combines the former Wind Science and Engineering research center, 
which created the first doctorate in wind science and engineering, with the former Texas Wind 
Energy Institute, creator of the only bachelor of science degree in wind energy. NWI strengthens 
the university’s interdisciplinary approach to all things wind.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 
us on Twitter. 
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Business Insider Ranks Whitacre College of Engineering Among Nation’s Best 
The rankings are based on the amount of money graduates earn. 

 
Business Insider recently ranked the Texas Tech University Whitacre College of 
Engineering among the best in the nation in terms of the amount of money its graduates 
earn. 
 
Texas Tech was ranked at No. 19 in the nation among engineering schools across the 
U.S. based on a review of PayScale’s latest College Salary Report. The PayScale report 
takes into account the starting and mid-career pay for more than 1 million graduates. 
 
The PayScale report was compiled from employees who filled out the website’s 
employee survey then divided by school, degree and college major. The rankings 
represent the top 27 schools where students earned at least a bachelor’s degree then went 
on to earn the most money 10 or more years after graduation. 
 
Texas Tech tied for 19th in the survey with an early career median pay for engineers of 
$67,400 and a mid-career median pay of $128,000. 
 
“This is not a surprise to myself, our faculty or our staff,” Dean Al Sacco Jr. said. “Our 
students continue to prove a Red Raider education is one of the best ways to provide a 
substantive living for you and your family. We have, and will continue to, produce 
tomorrow’s engineering leaders today.” 
 
Texas Tech ranked eighth among public schools in the survey. 
 
The complete list of schools reviewed by Business Insider can be found here. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Jim Kennedy, director of marketing and communications, Whitacre 
College of Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0893 or 
jim.kennedy@ttu.edu 
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Expert: Clown Threats Create Fear, But They’re Not Terrorism 
 
The fear of clowns has been around for decades, perpetuated by Stephen King’s 1986 novel “It” 
as well as dozens of TV shows and movies. But what previously was an underlying nervousness 
recently has mushroomed into a more immediate threat. 
 
On Aug. 29, residents at a South Carolina apartment complex reported a person in a clown 
costume trying to lure children into the woods. The same situation was reported Sept. 4 in North 
Carolina. Ten days later, two boys in Georgia reported being chased by men dressed as clowns.  
 
Since then, the fear has grown as people across the country continue to report being chased by or 
simply spotting people dressed as clowns. It has caused school lockdowns, more than a dozen 
arrests and false reports generally considered to be hoaxes. Social media has responded with 
entire accounts dedicated to creepy clowns. 
 
But a Texas Tech University terrorism expert says despite the growing sense of fear, it’s 
important to avoid calling the threats and attacks acts of terrorism. 
 
Retired U.S. Air Force Col. Dave Lewis is the director of the Strategic Studies graduate program 
at Texas Tech. He teaches courses in strategy, intelligence, terrorism, counterinsurgency, 
national security, public sector strategy and Homeland Security. He was a career military officer 
with extensive operational and staff experience, and he served as a professor of strategy at the 
United States Naval War College after earning his master’s degree with distinction in national 
security and strategic studies there. 
 
Expert 
Col. Dave Lewis, director of strategic studies graduate program, (806) 787-9730 
or dave.lewis@ttu.edu 
 
Talking points  

• An act must meet four criteria to be considered terrorism: 
o It must use or threaten violence. 
o It must serve a political goal. 
o It must be committed by someone classified as a non-state or sub-state actor. 
o It must be committed against someone considered a noncombatant. 

• Threats create additional risks by burdening already understaffed law enforcement 
agencies. 
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• The clown threats are not terrorism. They are at best a prank for notoriety and at worst 
anarchy. 

• An act that is not terrorism still can be dangerous and cause problems. 
 

Quotes 
• “The goal with this clown stuff seems to be either just to gain notoriety or to create 

turmoil or anarchy, and even if they’re trying to do it for economic benefits or personal 
gain, it doesn’t really fit our terrorism definition. Think about drug cartels. Do they use 
terror? Absolutely. Are they trying to change a political system? No, they’re trying to 
make money.” 

• “Who do we classify as terrorists? Usually we talk about non-state or sub-state actors: 
somebody that is not a country and doing something that is not what we’d consider the 
legitimate use of violence, like fighting wars. It’s somebody who is using violence to 
achieve political goals that they don’t have a process to achieve.” 

• “When people start talking about terrorism, I apply that four-way test to make sure we’re 
on the same level of definition because it’s such an emotionally charged word. We have 
to really adhere to a strict definition of what we believe terrorism is. It doesn’t mean 
people aren’t afraid or that they’re not being terrorized, but we want to look at that 
political goal.” 

• “Sometimes in this day and age of social media, people just pick up on things and run 
with it. We could start to create an element of panic, and that’s where it becomes 
dangerous.” 

• “Even though we’re taking a strict definition of terrorism, that doesn’t mean it’s not 
dangerous or that it can’t create challenges. A terroristic threat is different than what we 
consider terrorism. If somebody were to do something to try to make you fearful or cause 
harm to you, I believe that would be a terroristic threat versus what we would 
traditionally call terrorism.” 

• “From an anarchy perspective, the implications are that we’re occupying our law 
enforcement and creating havoc with our universities, our residents, our dorms. You have 
to take this seriously, but there’s an opportunity cost to that. When somebody’s doing 
something like that, what aren’t the police forces able to do? If we actually have a serious 
crime going on and our law enforcement is responding to something that’s frivolous, then 
we’ve really created a problem in our community.” 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 
us on Twitter. 
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Library to Host Reading Group Discussions on ‘1984’ 
There will be free copies of the book available for the first 30 participants. 

 
WHAT: The Humanities Center at Texas Tech University and the University 

Libraries will host a series of group discussions about the dystopian novel 
“1984” by George Orwell. The first 30 participants will receive a free 
copy of the book, and refreshments will be served.  

   
WHEN: 7-9 p.m. Oct. 10, 17 and 24  
 
WHERE: Room 309 of the University Library 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Jack Becker, librarian, University Library, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 834-1615 or jack.becker@ttu.edu   
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Texas Tech Debate Team Opens with Two Strong Performances 
The teams earned multiple team and individual awards at their first two competitions. 

 
The Texas Tech Debate Team, a part of the Communication Studies program in the 
College of Media & Communication, opened the 2016-17 season by winning multiple 
awards at the Georgia Bowman Classic in Kansas City, Missouri, and at the Rocky 
Mountain Classic in Pueblo, Colorado. 
 
The Georgia Bowman Classic was held at William Jewell College in mid-September. 
Director of forensics Adam Testerman received special recognition as the 2016 Coach of 
the Year. He said the award recognizes coaches who have achieved competitive success 
and whose work is recognized as contributing to the growth and development of 
parliamentary debate. 
 
In addition to individual awards, Testerman said the students also won awards as teams. 
The team of William Harper, a freshman public relations major from Talco, and Carlton 
Crowe, a freshman political science major from Gainesville, won the novice 
championship.  
 
Harper hopes their win is a sign of the success and achievement to come for the debate 
team this season. 
 
“The atmosphere of a collegiate forensics tournament is one of intense competition, but 
also one of community and friendship, since everyone is there for an event they love,” 
Harper said. “This sense of community was heightened within William Jewell since there 
were multiple break sessions focused on creating a uniquely inclusive environment. It 
was within this space that the Texas Tech debate team achieved its first material measure 
of success this season.” 
 
Logan Kelley, a sophomore communication studies major from Abernathy, and Cody 
Gustafson, a freshman English major from Lubbock, advanced to the open quarterfinal 
round, finishing among the top eight teams at the tournament. Testerman noted Kelley 
and Gustafson were one ballot away from the semifinals and pushed the top seed of the 
tournament to the brink of elimination. 
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“We currently have one of the youngest teams in the nation,” Testerman said. “We sent 
eight debaters to this tournament; one junior, two sophomores and five first-year 
debaters. All five of our first-year debaters finished in the top 10 in first-year individual 
speaking awards, including the individual champion, Cody Gustafson.” 
 
Gustafson said it was an honor to be named top speaker at the tournament. 
 
“It was a nice kickoff to my collegiate career and was especially nice to be named a top 
speaker at a collegiate level since I was never quite able to snag that at a national-circuit 
tournament in high school,” Gustafson said. 
 
Kelley said the tournament was an exciting start to the season for the entire team, and 
finishing in the top eight with Gustafson made him look forward to future tournaments. 
 
“The season opener is always a really long one because it’s the first tournament of the 
year and it is three days long,” Kelley said. “The team, however, has been working really 
hard, and it makes me so happy to get to work with everyone.” 
 
The Rocky Mountain Classic was held at Colorado State University in late September. 
 
“Texas Tech finished with three of the top 10 individual speaking awards and cleared 
four of our six teams to elimination rounds,” Testerman said. “We are proud of our top 14 
finishes in the open division of the tournament.” 
 
Testerman said Texas Tech gave another strong performance, where Arion Rios, a junior 
political science major from Big Spring, and Fiker Tesfaye, a sophomore sociology major 
from Corinth, advanced to the semifinal round of the tournament. The teams of Gustafson 
and Kelley, and Crowe and Harper, also were finalists. 
 
Testerman noted this tournament was a first for Ana Ortiz, a sophomore political 
science/accounting major from Dallas, and Brad Parrish, a junior political science major 
from Caddo Mills, and they cleared to elimination rounds in the junior division of the 
tournament.  
 
“Two tournaments down to begin the season and we like where we are sitting,” 
Testerman said. “We’ve cleared multiple teams at each tournament and put together 
strong outround performances.” 
 
Next up for the debate team is the Lewis & Clark tournament in Portland, Oregon, this 
weekend. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Aleesa Ross, director, Center for Student Success, College of Media & 
Communication, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0348 or aleesa.ross@ttu.edu 
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Texas Tech Prepares for Homecoming Week Before Game Against West Virginia  
This year’s homecoming theme is all about superheroes vs. villains and will offer several 

events for students and the Lubbock community.  
 

“Red Raiders assemble!” It’s almost homecoming week.  
 
This year’s homecoming will kick off Monday (Oct. 10) and end at the football game 
against West Virginia at Jones AT&T Stadium on Oct. 15. 
 
During Texas Tech’s homecoming, titled “Red Raiders Assemble: Heroes vs. Villains,” 
the university will host several events for students, alumni and the Lubbock community 
to participate in, all based around this year’s theme.  
 
A few new events for students have been added, including a comedy night performance 
Wednesday (Oct. 12) with DJ Demers, as seen on NBC’s “America’s Got Talent.” 
 
“We are excited to offer some fun, new homecoming events that center around this year’s 
theme as well as continue our traditional events such as the parade and the Homecoming 
& Hoops pep rally in collaboration with Texas Tech Athletics,” said Claire Maginness, 
associate director of student activities. 
 
The homecoming week events include:  

• Kick-off: Noon-12:50 p.m. Monday (Oct. 10), Student Union Building North 
Plaza 

• Student Organization Sing: 8 p.m. Tuesday (Oct. 11), United Supermarkets 
Arena 

• Comedy Night with DJ Demers: 8 p.m. Wednesday (Oct. 12), Student Union 
Building Allen Theatre 

• Techsan Memorial: 5:30 p.m. Thursday (Oct. 13), Memorial Circle 
• Top Techsan Lunch: Noon Friday (Oct. 14), McKenzie-Merket Alumni Center 
• Rowdy Raider Rally: Noon-12:50 p.m. Friday (Oct. 14), Student Union Building 

North Plaza 
• Homecoming Parade: 6 p.m. Friday (Oct. 14), Texas Tech Broadway Entrance 
• A Matador Evening: 6 p.m. Friday (Oct. 14), McKenzie-Merket Alumni Center 
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• Homecoming & Hoops Pep Rally: 7:15 p.m. Friday (Oct. 14), United 
Supermarkets Arena 

• Bonfire: 9 p.m. Friday (Oct. 14), Bonfire pit/rugby fields (east of the United 
Supermarkets Arena) 

• RaiderGate: 7 a.m. Saturday (Oct. 15), R-1 parking lot/15th and Detroit 
• Frazier Pregame Party: 8 a.m. Saturday (Oct. 15), Frazier Alumni Pavilion 
• Texas Tech vs. West Virginia football game: 11 a.m. Saturday (Oct. 15), Jones 

AT&T Stadium 
 
In the event of inclement weather, the parade and bonfire will be cancelled. A PDF map 
is available for the parade route. The parade will begin at the First Baptist Church on 
Broadway Avenue and will end around the United Supermarkets Arena. 
 
For the Homecoming & Hoops pep rally on Friday (Oct. 14) at the United Supermarkets 
Arena, all doors will open at 7 p.m. and two concession stands will be open for service. 
More information about Friday night’s events and parking can be found on the Student 
Union and Activities website.  
 
Other homecoming events will occur throughout the week, including a spirit boards and 
banners competition, games and activities for Texas Tech students, Tamale Fest 
sponsored by Cru at Texas Tech and alumni events. For more information about Texas 
Tech’s homecoming, visit its website.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Claire Maginness, associate director, Student Union and Activities, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-4708 or claire.maginness@ttu.edu    
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Violinist Tami Lee Hughes to Perform Guest Recital 
She also will offer a class to violin students. 

 
WHAT: The Texas Tech University School of Music violin studio and John 

Gilbert, professor of violin, will host violin soloist Tami Lee Hughes. The 
recital is free. She also will teach a master class to violin students on 
Monday (Oct. 10). 

  
 Her performance will be composed of music entirely by African-American 

composers. It also will include music from her 2011 album “Legacy: 
Violin Music of African-American Composers.” 

   
WHEN: 8 p.m. Thursday (Oct. 13)  
 
WHERE: Talkington Hall of the Legacy Event Center, 1500 14th St. 
 

WHO:  Hughes made her debut with the National Symphony Orchestra and has 
toured the United States, Europe and Central America. She has appeared 
at the Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy Center and is a member of the 
Sphinx Virtuosi Chamber Ensemble. 

 
Hughes also has been featured in popular music, film and television. In 
“The Only Good Indian,” a 2009 Sundance Film Festival motion picture, 
she performs as a violinist. She also performed as the studio violinist for 
Aretha Franklin, Fred Hammond and Donnie McClurkin. Hughes 
performed in concert with Smokey Robinson and on television with Kirk 
Franklin. 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: John Gilbert, professor of violin, Violin Studio, School of Music, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 834-4070 or john.gilbert@ttu.edu 

mailto:kristen.j.barton@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/music/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:john.gilbert@ttu.edu


          

Office of Communications and Marketing  
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

Advisory 
 
  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Oct. 7, 2016 
CONTACT: Amanda Castro-Crist, amanda.castro-crist@ttu.edu   
         (806) 742-2136 
 

Climate Science Center to Host Monthly Science By the Glass Event  
Faculty members will lead a panel discussion about climate change and the 2016 election.  

 
WHAT: “Science by the Glass” is an informal discussion series hosted by the 

Texas Tech University Climate Science Center (CSC). The series is 
designed to bring members of the community and Texas Tech faculty and 
students together to discuss topics related to science, climate and society.  

 
 The upcoming event, “Hot Air: Climate Change and the 2016 Election,” 

will include four panelists moderated by CSC co-director Katharine 
Hayhoe. The panelists are CSC contributing member and post-doctoral 
research scholar Brian Shreck and Department of Political Science faculty 
members Daniel Epstein, Nathaniel Wright and Robert Forbis.  

 
 The discussion is open to the public and admission is free.   
   
WHEN: 6 p.m. Tuesday (Oct. 11) 
 
WHERE: Fox & Hound Sports Tavern, 4210 82nd St., Ste. 240 
 
WHO: Katharine Hayhoe is one of the world’s leading experts on climate science 

and climate change. She is a co-director of the Climate Science Center and 
an assistant professor in the Department of Political Science. She is a 
scientific adviser to the National Center for Atmospheric Research’s 
Climate and Global Dynamics Laboratory and serves on several national 
climate committees and teams.  

 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Breanna Allen, communication and outreach coordinator, Climate 
Science Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-6911 or breanna.allen@ttu.edu  
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Competition Winners to be Featured with University Symphony Orchestra  
The concert is part of the “Young Artists of the Future” program. 

 
WHAT: The winners of the Texas Tech University School of Music’s Concerto 

Competition will perform as soloists with David Becker, director of 
orchestral studies, and the University Symphony Orchestra. The 
performance will be called “Young Artists of the Future” and is free and 
open to the public. 

   
WHEN: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday (Oct. 11) 
 
WHERE: Hemmle Recital Hall, 2624 18th St. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Hannah Porter, senior business assistant, University Orchestras, 
School of Music, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-7828 or hannah.porter@ttu.edu   
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Early Head Start Partner Celebrating Grand Re-Opening 
Lil’ Precious Steps provides child care for low-income families in East Lubbock. 

 
WHAT: Grand re-opening of Lil’ Precious Steps, a child care partner of Early 

Head Start in East Lubbock 
 
 Early Head Start is a federally funded grant program administered through 

the Department of Human Development and Family Studies in the College 
of Human Sciences. The program provides child care and home visitation 
services at no cost to qualifying families. The program is accredited 
through the National Association for the Education of Young Children and 
is in good standing with the Office of Head Start and the Texas 
Department of Family and Protective Services. 

 
 State Rep. Charles Perry, community leader T.J. Patterson and early 

childhood program director Stephanie Shine will speak at the event. Cory 
Powell, the director of Mentor Tech, will be the emcee. 

   
WHEN: 10:30 a.m. to noon Tuesday (Oct. 11) 
 
WHERE: 918 Zenith Ave. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Stephanie Shine, early childhood program director, Department of 
Human Development and Family Studies, College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-4664 or stephanie.shine@ttu.edu   
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High School Juniors, Seniors Take Note: It’s Time to Visit Texas Tech University  
The university will host its annual Texas Tech Preview Oct. 9-10 for all prospective 

students, families and friends.  
 

For high school juniors and seniors, this is the time to visit college campuses. Texas Tech 
University will host its annual Texas Tech Preview Oct. 9-10 for all prospective students, 
families and friends.  
 
“This event provides prospective students an opportunity to see what Texas Tech has to 
offer,” said Jamie Hansard, executive director of Undergraduate Admissions. “It’s one of 
our biggest recruitment events of the year.”  
 
Most importantly, Texas Tech Preview is designed for visitors to meet faculty, staff and 
students and experience the campus.  
 
Registration begins at 1 p.m. Sunday (Oct. 9) at United Supermarkets Arena, followed by 
academic information sessions. The event continues on Monday (Oct. 10) with 
registration beginning at 7:30 a.m., followed by a welcome from the Goin’ Band from 
Raiderland, the spirit squads and other distinguished guest speakers. During the preview, 
guests will have the opportunity to browse a resource fair that features student services 
and student organizations.  
 
“Texas Tech Preview gives prospective students a glimpse of college life,” said Forrest 
Stovall, Visitors Center supervisor. “There will be many opportunities to see what Texas 
Tech is all about.”  
 
For more information about Texas Tech Preview, visit its website or call (806) 742-1299.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Jamie Hansard, executive director, Undergraduate Admissions, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 742-1480 or jamie.hansard@ttu.edu    
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Library to Host Discussion on Book ‘Marvel Comics into Film’ 
The editors of the book will participate in the panel discussion. 

 
The Texas Tech University library will host a Q&A panel about the book “Marvel Comics 
into Film: Essays on Adaptations Since the 1940s” at 6 p.m. Thursday (Oct. 13) in the 
Croslin Room of the library. 
 
The book editors, Robert Peaslee, professor in the College of Media and Communication; 
Robert Weiner, pop culture librarian; and Matt McEniry, assistant librarian, will 
participate in the panel discussion. Paul Hunton, station manager at KTTZ-TV, will 
moderate the panel. 
 
The book analyzes films such as “Transformers,” “Elektra,” “Ultimate Avengers,” “Ghost 
Rider” and more. There will be refreshments, and books will be available for signing and 
purchase following the panel. The discussion can be followed live on Twitter with the 
hashtag #marvelpanel. Parking will be available in the lot south of the library.  
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Kaley Daniel, director, Communications and Marketing, Libraries, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1040 or kaley.daniel@ttu.edu  
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Making a Murderer Co-Counsel Dean Strang to Lecture at Texas Tech 
The School of Law will host the accomplished Wisconsin attorney. 

 
WHAT: The Texas Tech University School of Law welcomes guest lecturer Dean 

Strang, co-counsel to Netflix series a “Making a Murderer” subject Steven 
Avery. 

 
WHEN: Noon Monday (Oct. 10). Strang will be available for media interviews 

from 1-2 p.m. Still photography is allowed, but no video or audio 
recording of the presentation will be allowed. 

 
WHERE: Lanier Auditorium, Texas Tech University School of Law, 1802 Hartford 

Ave. 
  
EVENT: Dean Strang, a practicing lawyer in Madison, Wisconsin, who was the 

state’s first federal defender and has argued in front of the United States 
Supreme Court, will deliver a guest lecture at the Texas Tech School of 
Law. 

 
 Strang has served as co-counsel to Steven Avery, a Wisconsin man who 

was convicted of rape and attempted murder in 1985 before being 
exonerated by DNA testing in 2003. Avery, who filed a $36 million 
lawsuit against the Wisconsin authorities who arrested and tried him, was 
later convicted of the murder of a Wisconsin photographer in 2005.  

 
 Avery’s 2007 murder trial and the issues surrounding it were the focus of 

the 10-episode Netflix original series “Making a Murderer,” which was 
released in 2015. The issues explored in the series include allegations of 
misconduct by police and prosecutors, tampering with evidence and 
coercion of witnesses. 

 
 Strang also is an adjunct professor at both the University of Wisconsin 

Law School and the Marquette University Law School. He also is a 
lecturer in legal history for the University of Wisconsin Division of 
Continuing Studies. 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
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 He is an author of numerous law reviews, and his second book on the 
mass trial of Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) members in federal 
court in 1918 is due out in 2018. 

 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Sarah Salazar, director of communications, School of Law, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-5074 or sarah.e.salazar@ttu.edu  
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Texas Tech Engineering Professor Named Fellow by the Society of Automotive 
Engineers 

James Yang will be awarded his fellowship at an awards ceremony in April. 
 
James Yang, an associate professor, associate chairman and director of undergraduate 
studies in the Department of Mechanical Engineering at Texas Tech University, has been 
named a Fellow by the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) International. 
 
The SAE is a global association of more than 138,000 engineers and related technical 
experts in the aerospace, automotive and commercial vehicle industries that promotes 
learning and voluntary consensus development of standards. 
 
“Being named an SAE fellow is a gratifying validation of my research, teaching, service, 
and practice efforts and I am grateful, and more than ever committed to serve SAE and 
the engineering profession,” Yang said.  
 
An SAE Fellow is the highest grade of membership in the society, recognizing long-term 
members who have made a significant impact on society’s mobility technology through 
research, innovation and creative leadership. 
 
Yang has performed pioneering research in physics-based digital human modeling and 
has made outstanding contributions to digital human modeling and applications in the 
area of vehicle ergonomics, or the study of human efficiency in their working 
environment. 
 
Established in 1975, the grade of Fellow is administered by the SAE Fellows Committee 
and is awarded to approximately 20 recipients each year.  Yang will be honored at the 
annual SAE Fellows reception and dinner and the SAE 2017 Awards Ceremony in 
Detroit, Michigan in April as part of the SAE 2017 World Congress Experience 
(WCX17). 
 
“I truly appreciate the opportunity to work with such outstanding and talented students 
and colleagues at Texas Tech, as well as leading experts in academic, regulatory and 
industry communities.” Yang said. 
 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu


Yang earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Automotive Engineering from Jilin 
University in China in 1989 and 1992, respectively. He received his doctorate in 
mechanical engineering from the University of Iowa in 2003. His research interests 
include biomechanics and bio-inspired systems, robotics and multibody dynamic 
systems, human modeling and situation, human locomotion, slips and falls, spine 
biomechanics, human-centric design and healthcare engineering. He is the author or co-
author of more than 300 peer reviewed publications. 
 
Before he joined the Texas Tech faculty in 2008 as an assistant professor in the Whitacre 
College of Engineering Yang was a senior researcher at the Center for Computer-Aided 
Design, The University of Iowa from 2003 to 2008. He was a faculty member in the 
Department of Automotive Engineering, Tsinghua University, Beijing, China from 1992 
to 1998. 
 
Yang serves as Executive Editor, then Associate Editor for International Journal of 
Human Factors Modelling and Simulation (IJHFMS), Associate Editor for International 
Journal of Robotics and Automation (IJRA), and Human Factors and Ergonomics in 
Manufacturing and Service Industries. Editorial Advisory Board Member for 
International Journal of Industrial Ergonomics, and the Open Ergonomics Journal, and 
Guest Editor for Special Issues of International Journal of Vehicle Design (IJVD) and 
International Journal of Vehicle Autonomous Systems (IJVAS).  
 
This is not the first honor Yang has received from the SAE. In 2012, he was honored with 
the Ralph R. Teetor Educational Award. He has also earned numerous awards while on 
faculty at Texas Tech, including the 2012 Chancellor’s Council Distinguished Research 
Award, the 2011 Whitacre Excellence in Research Award, the 2011 TTU Alumni 
Association New Faculty Award, and the 2012 Outstanding Faculty Mentor Award from 
the Center for Undergraduate Research. 
 
“This award is well deserved,” Whitacre College of Engineering Dean Al Sacco Jr. said. 
“Professor Yang is an outstanding educator and inspirational role model for our students 
and for other faculty, old and young alike. His research impacts everyone as he 
investigates how to design and build autonomous devices based on biologically inspired 
systems to help all of us at work and at home. I could not be more pleased for him, and 
proud that professor Yang is a faculty member in the Whitacre College of Engineering.” 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Jim Kennedy, director of marketing and communications, Whitacre 
College of Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0893 or 
jim.kennedy@ttu.edu 
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Grace Gealey-Byers to Speak at Annual Celebrate Diversity Banquet 
Byers stars on the hit FOX music industry primetime soap opera “Empire.” 

 
The Texas Tech University Division of Institutional Diversity, Equity and Community 
Engagement welcomes actress Grace Gealey-Byers as the keynote speaker for the sixth 
annual Celebrate Diversity Awards Banquet.  
 
Each fall, the division recognizes those within the Texas Tech and Lubbock communities 
who exemplify inclusive excellence. This year’s banquet will begin at 7 p.m. Wednesday 
(Oct. 12) in the McKenzie-Merket Alumni Center.  
 
Byers was raised in the Cayman Islands by her African-American mother and Caucasian 
father and faced the challenging experience of being the multiracial child of two deaf 
parents. She moved to America alone to attend the University of South Florida in Tampa, 
where she began acting and earned a bachelor’s degree in theater arts. Byers then 
obtained a master of fine arts degree in acting at the University of California, Irvine.  
 
Her professional career took her from Los Angeles to New York and finally Chicago, 
where she is based. In her free time, Byers is involved in Saving Our Cinderellas, a 
movement of Saving Our Daughters that empowers young girls and women to stand up 
against bullying, address social issues and uplift one another in support of positive 
interests.  
 
“Each year we seek individuals who are leaders within their given industry and possess 
the ability to educate and inspire those who are in attendance,” said Cory Powell, director 
of Mentor Tech, which helps organize the banquet. “We believe that Mrs. Gealey-Byers’ 
background and unique perspective on diversity will enlighten those who attend the 
event.” 
 
Three local leaders also will receive recognition at the banquet. Adrienne Cozart, vice 
president of human resources at UMC Health System, will be recognized as this year’s 
recipient of the Sen. Robert L. Duncan Community Champion Award. Janie Landin 
Ramirez, outreach programs director for the Texas Tech College of Education, and Tom 
Vermillion, executive director of the Lubbock Boys and Girls Club, each will receive 
Inclusive Excellence Awards.  
 
“The event highlights the importance of diversity while also recognizing individuals 
within the Texas Tech and Lubbock communities whose efforts advance inclusivity,” 

mailto:amanda.castro-crist@ttu.edu
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Powell said. “The banquet provides attendees with opportunities to celebrate the rich 
diversity that makes Texas Tech and Lubbock the great places they are.” 
 
Past speakers for the event include Edward James Olmos, Soledad O’Brien, John 
Quiñones, former U.S. Poet Laureate Juan Felipe Herrera and Terrence Howard, who 
also stars in “Empire.” 
 
Actor, author and literacy advocate LeVar Burton originally was scheduled to be the 
keynote speaker for the annual Celebrate Diversity Banquet, but due to a death in the 
family, he had to cancel. Powell said they are hoping to reschedule him as a speaker for 
the African-American History Month Lecture Series in February.  
 
General tickets are $75 and VIP tickets are $100. Tables of eight are available for $1,000 
and $1,500 (VIP). VIP tickets include premium seating, admittance to the VIP Reception 
and a photo with Burton. All table purchasers will receive recognition in the banquet’s 
printed program and during the banquet. 
 
For more information, visit the event page.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Cory Powell, director, Mentor Tech, Division of Institutional Diversity, 
Equity & Community Engagement, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0991 
or cory.powell@ttu.edu  
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Professor Honored as World Leader in Flipped Learning Educational Movement 
Dominick Casadonte has used the innovative model for eight years with great success. 

 
A Texas Tech University chemistry professor has been honored as a world leader in an 
innovative educational movement. 
 
The Flipped Learning Global Initiative (FLGI) recently named Dominick Casadonte to its 
FLGI 100, a list of the top 100 educators leading flipped learning worldwide.  
 
“Flipped learning ‘flips’ the traditional lecture-homework-lecture-test-lecture-homework 
paradigm on its head,” said Casadonte, the Minnie Stevens Piper professor in the 
Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry. “Instead of homework, the student watches a 
lecture before coming to class. In my version of the flipped classroom, the students then 
work a number of online homework problems based on the lecture. In this way, before 
they come to class they have already been exposed to the lecture material and done some 
engaging homework. We use class time, then, to recap the material, explain unclear points 
in the lecture and work advanced problems, all while using active and engaging learning 
strategies.” 
 
The concept was developed in 2007 by Jon Bergmann and Aaron Sams, two high school 
chemistry teachers in Colorado who wanted to maximize the impact of their classroom 
time. Separately, Casadonte was working toward the same goal. 
 
“I came to the same conclusion that Bergmann and Sams had: that the normal paradigm 
could and should be changed,” said Casadonte, who started modifying his online classes in 
January 2008. “It was later in the summer of 2008 that I heard they had given a name to 
the process that we were all using. As far as I know, I was one of the earliest adopters of 
the flipped classroom model for university chemistry teaching in the country.” 
 
Why is he such an advocate for the model? 
 
“Because it works,” he said. “It improves both classroom performance and student 
learning outcomes.” 
 
Casadonte began flipping his face-to-face classes in 2009 and launched a six-year 
longitudinal study – soon to be published in the American Chemical Society book “The 
Flipped Classroom” – to evaluate its efficacy. During the study, test scores improved 
about 9.2 percent on average. He also administered an independent, standardized 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
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American Chemical Society exam at the end of each semester to see how students 
compared to their peers nationwide. After flipping the classes, he saw a 700 percent 
increase in the number of students performing at or above the 90th percentile. 
 
In addition to the improved results, student surveys revealed 93 percent preferred flipped 
learning and would take another flipped class if given the option. 
 
“It gives them the freedom to watch lectures on their own time at their convenience,” 
Casadonte said. “They have the advantage of an expert working with them to solve 
problems in class, clearing up confusing points, etc.” 
 
In addition to the study and his own teaching efforts, Casadonte has organized three 
national symposia on course flipping and has participated in two others. He has worked 
with graduate students studying flipped learning and gives lectures nationwide on how to 
successfully flip college-level classes in science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM). He credits these efforts for his inclusion on the FLGI 100 list. 
 
“I have been very active in flipped learning research and development since nearly the 
beginning of the field,” he said. “I am very thankful and humbled to be included as part of 
a great list of educators, especially in the STEM disciplines.”  
 
He admits flipped learning may not be right for all educators or all classes. 
 
“It takes a lot of time to prepare,” he said. “The students in our surveys indicated that 
while it works really well, it takes them more time in preparation than a normal classroom. 
They didn’t think they could handle the workload of all flipped classes. However, the 
average time they needed to study for exams dropped dramatically, because they were 
being exposed to the material many more times in the flipped classroom model than they 
were in a regular classroom, so they didn’t need to review as much.”  
 
He has received a great deal of support toward his efforts from university leaders, 
particularly those in the Honors College, the College of Arts & Sciences, the Office of the 
Provost and former President M. Duane Nellis and President Lawrence Schovanec. 
 
“My experience is that flipping works to improve both interaction in the classroom and 
student learning outcomes,” Casadonte said. “It is a great way to spend class time getting 
to know one’s students and, more importantly, getting to know what they know or don’t 
know and understand.  
 
“Active learning is paramount to the flipped classroom experience, as is active teaching. 
Once a person makes the transition, I think they will find, if done well, that it is good for 
both the student and the faculty as a way to both teach and learn more effectively.” 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
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Texas Tech Meat Judging Team Takes First Place at Eastern National Competition 
Jessica Humphrey was named the top individual at the meet held in Pennsylvania. 

 
Following up on a strong spring, the defending national champion Texas Tech University 
Meat Judging Team in the Department of Animal and Food Sciences picked up an overall 
team victory Oct. 1 at the Eastern National Meat Judging Contest in Wyalusing, 
Pennsylvania. 
 
Texas Tech outpaced rival Texas A&M University by 11 points, finishing with 4,183 
points to capture the overall team crown, while Big 12 Conference rival Oklahoma State 
University was third with 4,150 points. Angelo State University, a part of the Texas Tech 
University System, finished fourth with 4,108 points. 
 
Texas Tech’s strong team showing was led by its first-place finishes in the specifications 
and reasons/questions categories as well as second-place finishes in beef judging, lamb 
judging and overall beef. 
 
Texas Tech also took third in pork judging and fourth in beef grading. 
 
Jessica Humphrey, a senior from Okeechobee, Florida, led the way for Texas Tech as the 
top individual performer with 1,067 points. Tommy Fletcher, a junior from La Vernia, 
finished sixth overall with 1,047 points. 
 
In the individual categories, Humphrey took first in beef grading and specifications, 
second in overall beef and ninth in reasons/questions. Fletcher took first in lamb judging 
and also finished in the top 10 in beef grading and overall beef. 
 
Other top performers for Texas Tech were Cole Perkins, a junior from Llano, who took 
first in pork judging and reasons/questions and fifth in specifications; and Kye Schwartz, 
a junior from Wall, who finished 10th in beef judging. 
 
Other members of the meat judging team are: 

• Kyle Caldwell, a junior from Midlothian 
• Katlynn Freeman, a junior from Panhandle 
• Lane Harrington, a senior from Frost 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
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• Boyd Henry, a junior from Wall 
• Courtney Jasik, a junior from Mertzon 
• Shannon O’Quinn, a junior from League City 
• Kiersten Scott, a senior from Scott City, Kansas 
• Keeley Sears, a junior from Peaster 
• Blayne Troxell, a junior from Pampa 
• Chelsi Vineyard, a junior from Stephenville 
• Megan Writt, a junior from Houston 

 
Professor Mark Miller, the San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo Distinguished Chair in 
Meat Sciences, coaches the team. Graduate students Loni Lucherk, Nick Hardcastle and 
Mallorie Phelps assist. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Moriah Beyers, coordinator, Department of Animal and Food Sciences, 
College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Texas Tech University, (806) 
742-2805 or moriah.beyers@ttu.edu 
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Innovation Hub, Lubbock Chamber of Commerce Offer Young Entrepreneurs 
Academy 

The Innovation Hub was named Business of the Month for October. 
 
The Texas Tech University Innovation Hub at Research Park has been named the Lubbock 
Chamber of Commerce’s business of the month just in time for the Young Entrepreneurs 
Academy (YEA!), a collaborative effort between the two. 
 
YEA! is a 30-week entrepreneurial boot camp to inspire 11- to 18-year-olds to be 
entrepreneurs. It kicks off with orientation from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Tuesday (Oct. 18) at the 
Innovation Hub, 3911 4th St. The classes will last three hours every Tuesday after school 
until the May 23 graduation ceremony. 
 
“The Innovation Hub is an exciting place for entrepreneurs of all ages with ideas for 
business startups,” said Kimberly Gramm, managing director of the Innovation Hub. 
“Texas Tech University is thrilled to be recognized for its work and looks forward to 
celebrating with the Chamber and the community when our entrepreneurs succeed.” 
 
“Participants will begin as students and progress through the program, finishing as the 
CEOs of their own companies,” said Amy Marquez, community development director for 
the Lubbock Chamber of Commerce. “They will do things all businesses do, including 
filing taxes, opening a checking account and pitching an idea to a panel of investors to 
receive funding. Before graduating, participants will do a trade show at the South Plains 
Mall to show off their products.” 
 
Call (806) 761-7002 for more information. 
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Kimberly Gramm, director, Innovation Hub at Research Park, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 834-7283 or kimberly.gramm@ttu.edu or Amy Marquez, 
community development director, Lubbock Chamber of Commerce, (806) 761-7002 
or amy.marquez@lubbockbiz.org 
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Silver Bullets, Wooden Stakes, Garlic Cloves and You Are Invited to the Monster 
Ball 

The party is a fundraiser for the Museum of Texas Tech University. 
 

In the legendary struggle pitting vampires against werewolves, humankind often becomes 
the hapless victim, caught between two supernatural, bloodthirsty beasts. 
 
The Museum of Texas Tech University wants to rewrite the script a little bit with its 
Monster Ball, a – you guessed it – monster-themed costume party that puts humans in 
touch with the supernatural, but does so with literature, science and a glass of 
appropriately colored wine. 
 
The Monster Ball, a fundraiser for the museum, runs from 7 p.m. to midnight on Oct. 29 
at the museum, 3301 4th St. It will include gourmet food (expect lots of garlic), fine wine 
(yes, it will be red) and themed cocktails perfect for a Halloween event. Live music will 
be provided by Double T Tango and there will be tango lessons.  The classic movie 
“Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein” will be presented as well. 
 
Guests are invited to come as Dracula, Van Helsing, Mina Murray or their favorite 
monster. Vampires of pop culture – brooding, hip and possibly sparkly – are welcome as 
well. 
 
Partygoers will get a sneak peek at In the Blood: The War between Vampires and 
Werewolves, the exhibit that inspired the fundraiser. In the Blood, which executive 
director Gary Morgan is curating, mixes facts about vampire bats and wolves and the 
surrounding blood science with the mythology, legends and current iterations of vampires 
and werewolves. The exhibit opens Oct. 30 and will run through April. 
 
Tickets to the Monster Ball are $120 each, which includes food and all drinks; the 
proceeds go toward educational programs at the museum. The fundraiser begins with a 
buffet at 7 p.m., and the bar is open from 7-11:30 p.m. The exhibit will be open until 
11:30 p.m. as well. 
 
To purchase tickets, contact the museum at (806) 742-2442. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
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CONTACT: Daniel Tyler, marketing and communications coordinator, Museum of 
Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1227 or daniel.tyler@ttu.edu  
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Student Feedback Brings Improvements to Texas Tech Libraries 
New hardware and software give students access to tools needed for academic success.  

 
The Texas Tech University Libraries Technology and Management Services Department 
(LTMS) recently began a series of technological upgrades, many based on student survey 
responses of what they would like to have available.  
 
Based on this feedback, 136-ground floor and mezzanine public computers now have 27-
inch monitors, with another 19 computers on the ground floor featuring 23-inch dual 
monitors.  
 
“Whatever a student’s major or classification, we believe it’s important for them all to 
have access to the latest software, e-resources and technological tools to help them 
succeed,” said professor Bella Karr Gerlich, dean of libraries.  
 
Additional technology upgrades include a new braille printer and the addition of 
Statistical Analysis System and Statistical Package for the Social Sciences software to all 
public computers.   
 
The LTMS department maintains about 200 PC and Mac computers throughout the 
Library with the latest Microsoft Office and Adobe software installed for students, 
faculty and the public. Locations include the ground floor, mezzanine and the Digital 
Media Studio on the second floor.  
 
For a full list of software available, visit the Library website.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter 
 
CONTACT: Kaley Daniel, director, Communications & Marketing, Texas Tech 
University Libraries, (806) 834-1040 or kaley.daniel@ttu.edu 
 

mailto:amanda.castro-crist@ttu.edu
https://library.ttu.edu/
http://library.ttu.edu/services/technology/soft.php
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:kaley.daniel@ttu.edu


 

Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

News Release 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Oct. 12, 2016 
CONTACT: Heidi Toth, heidi.toth@ttu.edu     
         (806) 742-2136 
 

Fossil Discovery Shows Birds Have Sung for 65 Million Years 
A Texas Tech paleontologist was part of a team that discovered birds had a vocal organ 

when dinosaurs of the same era did not. 
 
Birds sing. Dinosaurs didn’t. 
 
Scientists know this after the recent discovery of the oldest known vocal organ of a bird, 
found in an Antarctic fossil of an ancestor of ducks and geese that lived more than 66 
million years ago during the last days of dinosaurs. No dinosaur of that era had it. 
 
The discovery of the Cretaceous-era vocal organ, called a syrinx, and its apparent absence 
in nonavian dinosaur fossils of the same age, indicates the organ may have originated late 
in the evolution of modern birds, and that other dinosaurs may not have been able to make 
noises similar to the bird calls heard today, according to findings published in Nature 
Wednesday (Oct. 12) by an international team of paleontologists that included Horn 
Professor Sankar Chatterjee, curator of paleontology at the Museum of Texas Tech 
University. 
 
Acoustic communication in sonic vertebrates involves both the generation and detection of 
signals. Those who make sounds can discriminate those auditory cues in their cochlear 
duct of the inner ear. In terrestrial vertebrates, vocalizations are produced by specialized 
organs such as the larynx in amphibians, reptiles and mammals or the syrinx in birds that 
vibrate air as it moves from the lungs through the respiratory tubes. Vocalizations are used 
to communicate across as well as within species. 
 
“This finding helps explain why no such organ has been preserved in a nonbird dinosaur 
or crocodile relative,” said Julie Clarke, a paleontologist at The University of Texas at 
Austin Jackson School of Geosciences, who discovered the fossil syrinx and led the 
analysis. “This is another important step to figuring out what dinosaurs sound like as well 
as giving us insight into the evolution of birds.” 
 
The syrinx is made of stiff cartilage rings supporting soft tissues that vibrate to produce 
the complex songs and calls of modern birds. Cartilage does not fossilize as well as hard 
tissues such as bone. But the high mineral content in the syrinx’s rings sometimes allows 
for fossilization. All other known examples of fossilized syrinxes occur in birds that lived 
well after nonavian dinosaurs were extinct. 
 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
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The team found the syrinx in a fossil of Vegavis iaai, a foot-propelled bird that lived 
during the end of the Cretaceous period (about 65 million years ago). The specimen in 
which the syrinx was found was discovered on Antarctica’s Vega Island in 1992 by a team 
from the Argentic Antarctic Institute, who gave it to Chatterjee for collaborative work. 
Chatterjee has built a reputation among the paleontological community; he and several 
students have been to Antarctica several times and amassed a large collection of fossils 
from Antarctica. 
 
This specimen was preserved in hard sandstone, which concealed some of the features, 
and technology at that time did not allow for the kind of examination needed.  
 
Since UT has a high-resolution CT scanning facility, Chatterjee reached out to Clarke, and 
in 2013, more than two decades after the discovery of the fossil, Clarke noticed the 
Vegavis fossil included a syrinx. For two years after that discovery the team searched the 
dinosaur fossil records for other examples of a syrinx, but so far has found none. 
 
“We all know birds can sing or can make specific calls, but the origin of vocalization 
remains unexplored in birds,” Chatterjee said. “For the first 100 million years of bird 
evolution, there is no direct evidence of vocalization preserved in the fossil record. 
Vegavis, the ancestor of modern birds, is the oldest known fossil that shows unequivocal 
skeletal evidence of a syrinx, implying these ancient birds communicated with other 
members of the same species.” 
 
The asymmetrical shape of the syrinx indicates the extinct species could have made 
honking noises via two sound sources in the right and left parts of the organ. The 
researchers also scanned syrinxes of other birds to compare with the Vegavis syrinx. This 
included 12 syrinxes from living birds and the next oldest fossilized syrinx, which had not 
yet been studied. 
 
Other collaborators include Franz Goller, a physiologist at the University of Utah; Zhiheng 
Li, a professor at the Chinese Academy of Sciences; Tobias Riede, a professor at 
Midwestern University in Arizona; and Fernando Novas and Federico Agnolin of the 
Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales Bernardino Rivadavia. 
 
The study was funded by the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, the National Science 
Foundation Office of Polar Programs and the Agencia Nacional do Promoción Cientifica y 
Technológica. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Sankar Chatterjee, curator of paleontology, Museum of Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-4590 or sankar.chatterjee@ttu.edu  
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Opening Reception to Kick Off Dirk West Exhibit at Texas Tech 
The editorial cartoonist and journalist was known for his caricatures of collegiate mascots.  

 
WHAT: The Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library at Texas Tech 

University will host an opening reception for an exhibit featuring the work 
of editorial cartoonist and journalist Dirk West. West’s son, Tom, will 
speak at the reception. 

 
 The exhibit features cartoons, posters, game programs and books created 

by West, a Lubbock native and Texas Tech alumnus. Also featured are 
pieces for which West is best remembered: collegiate mascot caricatures, 
including Raider Red.  

 
 The exhibit will be on view through February 2017. 
   
WHEN: 5 p.m. Friday (Oct. 14) 
  

Raider Red will make an appearance at 4:30 p.m., before the event 
officially begins.  

 
WHERE: Formby Room, Texas Tech Southwest Collection/Special Collections 

Library, 15th Street & Detroit Ave. 
 
 Parking is available in the pay-to-park lot located south of the Department 

of Psychological Sciences near 18th Street or after 5:30 p.m. in any visitor 
pay-to-park areas.  

 
WHO: Born in Littlefield in 1928, West moved to Lubbock when he was six 

months old and later graduated from Lubbock High School, where he 
drew cartoons for the school paper. He attended Texas Tech, where he 
also drew cartoons for The University Daily, now The Daily Toreador, 
and graduated in 1954 with a degree in advertising. 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Julie Barnett, assistant director, Communications & Marketing, 
Libraries, Texas Tech University, (806) 790-0440 or julie.barnett@ttu.edu  
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Presidential Lecture & Performance Series Opens with Art Spiegelman lecture  
Spiegelman, an artist, illustrator and author, is best-known for his graphic novel “Maus.”   
 
WHAT: The 11th season of Texas Tech’s Presidential Lecture & Performance 

Series opens with Art Spiegelman’s lecture, “What the %@&*! Happened 
to Comics?” 

  
 An artist, illustrator and author, Spiegelman studied cartooning in high 

school and began drawing professionally at 16. He was awarded the 
Pulitzer Prize in 1992 for his work on “Maus,” a graphic novel that 
portrays Jews as mice and Nazis as cats. A second graphic novel, “Maus 
II,” continues the story of his parents’ survival of the Nazi regime and 
their lives in America. 

 
 Spiegelman’s work is known for its shifting graphic styles, formal 

complexity and controversial content. His lecture will focus on how 
comics have evolved, the value of the medium and why it should not be 
ignored.  

 
Tickets to the lecture are $18 and are available through Select-A-Seat at 
(806) 770-2000 or www.selectaseatlubbock.com. Texas Tech students 
may receive one free ticket with a valid student ID.  

 
WHEN: 7 p.m. Oct. 21 
 
WHERE: Texas Tech University Allen Theatre, Student Union Building 
  
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Jo Moore, director, Presidential Lecture & Performance Series, Office 
of the President, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5261 or jo.moore@ttu.edu  
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Rawls College of Business Hosts Distinguished Lectureship Series Luncheon 
U.S. Rep. Pete Sessions will give a presentation, “Healthcare Views from Capitol Hill.” 
 
WHAT: The Health Organization Management Program in the Rawls College of 

Business will host the John Aure Buesseler Distinguished Lectureship 
Series Luncheon featuring a presentation by U.S. Rep. Pete Sessions. 

 
WHEN: 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Oct. 21 
 
WHERE: Lubbock Country Club, 3400 Mesa Road 
  
EVENT: U.S. Rep. Pete Sessions will deliver a presentation titled “Healthcare 

Views from Capitol Hill” as part of the John Aure Buesseler Distinguished 
Lectureship Series. 

 
 Sessions represents the 32nd district of Texas, which includes the Dallas 

suburbs of Richardson, Highland Park, Garland and Wylie. He has led the 
way in promoting innovative, conservative solutions to improve the health 
care system in the United States. He also is the chairman of the House 
Rules Committee and a former chairman of the National Republican 
Congressional Committee. 

 
Those wanting to attend the luncheon must RSVP to Ann Bertoia, Health 
Organization Management program coordinator, at (806) 834-0022 or 
ann.bertoia@ttu.edu by Friday (Oct. 14). 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT:  Ann Bertoia, program coordinator, Health Organization 
Management, Rawls College of Business, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0022 or 
ann.bertoia@ttu.edu 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/about/hom/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/
mailto:ann.bertoia@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:ann.bertoia@ttu.edu


 

Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

                                                                                      
News Release 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Oct. 12, 2016 
CONTACT: George Watson, george.watson@ttu.edu 
         (806) 742-2136 
 

Texas Tech School of Law Partners with Mountain States Legal Foundation to 
Establish Fellowship  

Second-year law students will have the opportunity to serve an internship with the 
foundation. 

 
The Texas Tech School of Law and the Mountain States Legal Foundation (MSLF) are 
partnering on a fellowship that would open doors to an internship for second-year law 
students. 
 
The scholarship, which would allow law students to serve an internship with the MSLF 
during the summer following the second year, is funded by a foundation established by 
Jim Henry of Henry Resources, LLC, a Midland-based oil and energy company credited 
with helping build the Permian Basin economic standards after the industry downturn in 
the 1980s. 
 
“Mountain States Legal Foundation offers a very special opportunity for a Texas Tech 
Law student to observe and participate in significant litigation,” said Texas Tech School 
of Law Dean Darby Dickerson. “This fellowship naturally fits with Texas Tech Law’s 
mission and vision, ‘to educate and train individuals for the ethical practice of law in the 
21st century,’ and we are pleased to be associated with an outstanding organization that 
has drawn the generous support of Texas leaders and philanthropists.” 
 
Mountain States Legal Foundation is a 501(c)(3) based in Denver. It was created in 1977 
as a nonprofit, public-interest legal foundation dedicated to individual liberty, the right to 
own and use property, limited and ethical government and the free enterprise system.  It 
is governed by a board of directors and board of litigation, which draws business leaders 
and top litigators to its ranks from across the country. 
 
“I am thrilled for Mountain States Legal Foundation to have the opportunity to work with 
highly motivated law students from Texas Tech who understand and appreciate the 
wisdom of the Founding Fathers in constructing a constitutional republic to protect our 
liberty and the need to work hard tirelessly to keep it that way,” said William Perry 
Pendley, MSLF president.  “If some of those students decide, after a summer with us, that 
public-interest litigation in defense of the rule of law and constitutional liberties is for 
them, all the better.” 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
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Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Sara Salazar, director of communications, School of Law, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-5074 or sarah.e.salazar@ttu.edu 
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Climate Science Center, Museum of Texas Tech University to Host Green Revolution 

Event 
Katharine Hayhoe will deliver a presentation at the event. 

 
WHAT: The Climate Science Center and the Museum of Texas Tech University 

are hosting the “Think Global, Act Local: Get Your Green Up” event. It 
will feature a presentation from Katharine Hayhoe, director of the Climate 
Science Center, about sustainability and creating a healthier community. 
Following the presentation there will be 15 different organization booths 
from Texas Tech and the surrounding area about various topics such as 
water, renewable energy, recycling, wildlife, etc. After visiting the booths, 
audience members are encouraged to visit the Green Revolution exhibit in 
the museum. 

   
WHEN: 2-4 p.m. Sunday (Oct. 16) 
 
WHERE: Museum of Texas Tech, 3301 4th St. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Daniel Tyler, marketing and communications coordinator, Museum of 
Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1227 or daniel.tyler@ttu.edu  
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Experts: Teacher Prep Reform Necessary to Serve Low-Income, Minority Students 
 
On Wednesday (Oct. 12) the U.S. Department of Education (DOE) released final regulations for 
educator preparation programs that will go into effect at a later date. Educator preparation reform 
has met significant resistance, and previous proposals inspired feedback from those affected, 
which the DOE took into account. 
 
The regulations create measurements for states to report on teacher preparation program 
performance, outline actions and consequences states must take in identifying and improving 
low-performing programs and ties performance to eligibility for TEACH (Teacher Education 
Assistance for College and Higher Education) Grants, among others. 
 
Scott Ridley, dean of the College of Education at Texas Tech University, is at the forefront of 
teacher preparation reform. He created and implemented the TechTeach program, which upends 
traditional teacher education by putting students in classrooms for a full year, offers real-time 
feedback for student measures, measures student-teacher performance according to a 
competency-based rubric and requires content mastery before student teaching. Although the 
program is too new to have trends or data, administrators say first-year teachers coming out of 
TechTeach are significantly more prepared to teach than cohorts from traditional programs. 
 
He authored a grant proposal that earned $7 million for Texas Tech to create the U.S. PREP 
National Center, which partners with several teacher prep programs in the region to help them 
create more functional programs, and he has consulted with various educational leaders to help 
them lead education reform in their states. He also is a founding member of Deans for Impact, a 
nonprofit organization that champions education reform. 
 
Expert 
Scott Ridley, dean, College of Education, (806) 742-1837 or scott.ridley@ttu.edu  
 
Quotes 

• “Greater teacher prep accountability is long overdue, and students of color living in 
poverty have paid the greatest price for our delay. This is a good day.” 

• “The College of Education at Texas Tech supports the new teacher prep regulations that 
focus on graduate effectiveness and impact. It is our authentic partnerships with the 
school districts that we serve across the state that compel us to ensure we are producing 
quality teachers who positively impact their students from day one.” 
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Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 
us on Twitter. 
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Livestock Judging Team Wins State Fair Competition for Second Straight Year 
The Texas Tech University collective outdistanced Texas A&M for the crown. 

 
For the second straight year, the Texas Tech University Livestock Judging Team in the 
College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources captured the overall title at the 
State Fair of Texas Collegiate Livestock Contest in Dallas. 
 
The defending national champions from Texas Tech beat Texas A&M by 11 points, 
4,717 to 4,706, on the strength of first-place finishes in the sheep/goat and swine 
divisions while finishing second in the cattle and reasons divisions. The finish was nine 
points better than the team accumulated to win the event last year. 
 
Texas Tech took first in sheep/goat with 1,431 points, beating Texas A&M by six points 
and neighbor West Texas A&M by 25 points. In the swine division, Texas Tech won by 
10 points over Texas A&M, 1,615 to 1,605. Texas Tech also took first in placing with 
2,880 points. 
 
In the cattle division, Texas Tech came up five points short of the win with 1,671 points 
while falling by just one point in reasons with 1,837 points.  
 
Individually, Texas Tech had five team members place in the top 10, led by Chama 
Martin’s second-place finish. Martin, a senior from Mason, racked up 953 points, just one 
point ahead of teammate and third-place finisher Brody Halfmann from Garden City. 
 
Gabe Jennings, a senior from Fredonia, finished fifth with 951 points while Austin 
Adams, a senior from Hedley, and Zane Webster, a senior from San Simon, Arizona, 
took ninth and 10th place with 939 and 936 points, respectively. 
 
Other members of the livestock judging team are: 

• Jonathan Neiman, a senior from New Home 
• LJ Young, a senior from Pendelton, Indiana 
• Dakota Crissman, a senior from Bells 
• Maclaine Shultz, a senior from Meeker, Colorado 
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Ryan Rathmann, an associate professor and the John W. and Doris Jones Professor in the 
Department of Animal and Food Sciences, coaches the team. Graduate student Jon 
DeClerck is the assistant coach. 
 
The team has one more competition remaining, the American Royal in Kansas City, 
Missouri, on Sunday (Oct. 16), before the national championships in Louisville, 
Kentucky, Nov. 14-15. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Moriah Beyers, coordinator, Department of Animal and Food Sciences, 
College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Texas Tech University, (806) 
742-2805 or moriah.beyers@ttu.edu 
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Music Faculty Member to Join Colleagues in Guest Artist Recital 
David Shea, professor of clarinet, will perform with Trío Montecino,  

a clarinet, cello and piano ensemble. 
 

Texas Tech University School of Music professor David Shea will perform a chamber 
recital with Pablo Mahave-Veglia and Paulina Zamora at 2 p.m. Sunday (Oct. 16) in the 
Hemmle Recital Hall. The group, Trío Montecino, is Shea on clarinet, Mahave-Veglia on 
cello and Zamora on piano.  
 
Named in honor of Chilean composer, pianist and Indiana University Professor Emeritus 
Alfonso Montecino, the trio met and performed as students at Indiana University’s Jacobs 
School of Music. Montecino mentored and coached them.  
 
Since their inception as a performing ensemble in 2002, the trio has recorded two CDs 
and traveled within the United States, western Europe and South America. They have 
dedicated themselves to the promotion and commissioning of works written for their 
particular instrumental makeup.  
 
The trio’s recital will include three works, all written by South American composers 
within the past 10 years, the most recent completed just this year.  
 
Colombian composer Víctor Agudelo wrote his “Mazorca a $1000 Pesos” to describe the 
plight of displaced Colombians. Its title refers to selling grilled corn to tourists as a means 
of making money. Chilean pianist and composer Karina Glasinovic composed 
“Arrurrupata” in 2016 as an exploration of the folkloric lullaby style of the same name, 
relating sung verses to the movements of the piece.  
 
Argentinian-born and Australia-domiciled composer and folk musician Gerardo Dirié 
sought inspiration for his “Bordoneo, Pilfilca y Zapateado” from both a journalistic 
account of a visit to the Pablo Neruda National Train Museum in Temuco, Chile, and 
from the poem Neruda himself wrote after seeing the museum in person. The trio’s recital 
will close with the classic “Trio for Clarinet, Cello, and Piano, Op. 114” by Romantic-era 
German composer Johannes Brahms. 
 
The recital is free and open to the public.  
 
To learn more about Trío Montecino, please visit their website. 
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Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: David Shea, professor of clarinet, School of Music, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-8511 or david.shea@ttu.edu  
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Hospital Room Design Connected to Key Aspect of Patient Safety 
An environmental design researcher at Texas Tech won a second grant to continue 

researching how layout can help patients avoid falls. 
 
How a hospital room is designed may keep patients safer and healthier and shorten their 
hospital stay, a design researcher at Texas Tech University has found. 
 
Debajyoti Pati, a professor of environmental design in the College of Human Sciences, 
recently was awarded a $98,619 grant from the Agency for Healthcare Research & Quality 
(AHRQ), one of the funding agencies under the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services.  
 
“This grant will focus on prioritizing the previously identified physical design 
interventions so hospitals and long-term care facilities can optimize available capital funds 
in incorporating physical design solutions to reduce falls,” Pati said.  
 
It follows a grant from the National Patient Safety Foundation (NPSF) that allowed him to 
identify physical design elements that contribute to patient falls. 
 
“Based on AHRQ’s longstanding commitment to improving patient safety, we know 
several factors are important to keep patients safe,” said Kerm Henriksen, senior adviser 
for human factors and patient safety at AHRQ. “Texas Tech and Dr. Pati’s work should 
further expand our understanding of risks in the physical environment and suggest 
strategies to address those risks and make care safer.” 
 
The NPSF study, which Pati conducted in 2015, included collaboration with James Yang, 
a professor of mechanical engineering; Aimee Cloutier, Yang’s research assistant; 
Shabboo Valipoor, Pati’s research assistant; health care design firm HKS Architects in 
Dallas; and Covenant Health’s falls committee.  
 
The group first created likely fall scenarios using industry data and experiences from 
health care providers, then created a space representing a typical hospital room and 
bathroom. Participants hooked up to motion capture technology interacted with the rooms 
the same way patients would. They were stopped from falling, but the motion capture 
technology recorded those movements as they started to fall. 
 
They found falls frequently happen as elderly people assumed four types of postures while 
interacting with their physical environments: pushing, pulling, turning and grabbing. 
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Design elements associated with these postures include bathroom configuration, bathroom 
door, toilet seat and grab bars, the toilet flush handle, obstructions along the path to the 
bathroom and IV pole design, among others.  
 
“I am proud of the research in which Dr. Pati and his students are engaged,” said Sharran 
Parkinson, chairwoman of the Department of Design. “We are perhaps the only interior 
and environmental design graduate program in the country that has received a grant from 
the Department of Health and Human Services.” 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Debajyoti Pati, professor, Department of Design, College of Human 
Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0850 or d.pati@ttu.edu  
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Texas Tech Graduate School to Host Second Annual  
Three Minute Thesis Competition 

The competition was first held at Texas Tech in the spring and is judged  
on students’ ability to concisely present their research in three minutes or less. 

 
The Texas Tech University Graduate School once again will celebrate the research of its 
students with a Three Minute Thesis competition on Wednesday (Oct. 19). The 
competition is designed to cultivate graduate students’ academic, presentation and 
research communication skills by allowing them to explain their thesis or dissertation to a 
non-specialist audience in three minutes or less.  
 
Three heats will be held, with the winners of each heat competing in the finals at 1 p.m. in 
the Canyon Room of the Student Union Building. The final presentations, which are free 
and open to the public, will feature a judging panel including anchor Jeff Klotzman of Fox 
34 News and meteorologist Ron Roberts of KAMC-TV.  
 
Klotzman and Roberts also served as judges in the spring competition. Doctoral candidate 
and environmental toxicology student Evelyn Reátegui-Zirena won first place in that 
competition along with the People’s Choice Award for her presentation on her research 
regarding toxicology and the effects of human contamination on aquatic environments. 
 
All currently enrolled master’s thesis and doctoral dissertation students are eligible to 
participate in the competition. Participants are evaluated on their ability to provide judges 
with a clear understanding of their research topic and its background, significance and 
outcomes, as well as the engagement and enthusiasm of their presentation.  
 
The winner will be announced Wednesday afternoon and will receive a prize of $300, with 
prizes of $200, $100 and $100 being awarded to the second place, third place and people’s 
choice winners, respectively.  
 
More information is available at the Three Minute Thesis website. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Kim Cappillino, senior director of admissions, recruitment and 
marketing, Graduate School, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3374 or 
kim.cappillino@ttu.edu  
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Texas Tech School of Law to Host Lunch Panel, Film Screening on Legacy of 
Matthew Shepard 

The Wyoming teen’s beating death paved the way to LGBT hate crime legislation. 
 
WHAT: Texas Tech University School of Law lunch panel and film screening on 

Matthew Shepard’s legacy 
 
WHEN: Tuesday (Oct. 18); Noon lunch panel; 6 p.m. film screening with reception 

to follow 
 
WHERE: Lanier Auditorium, Texas Tech University School of Law, 1802 Hartford 

Ave. 
  
EVENT: Scholars from Texas Tech University will host a lunch panel and an 

evening film screening of the movie “Matthew Shepard Is a Friend of 
Mine” to examine the legacy of Matthew Shepard, a student at the 
University of Wyoming who was beaten, tortured and left to die near 
Laramie, Wyoming, in 1998. The murder of Shepard, who was gay, led to 
the passing of federal hate crime legislation in 2009. 

 
 The noon lunch panel is titled “Matthew Shepard’s Legacy: How a Hate 

Crime Changed the Legal and Political Landscape for LGBT Americans.” 
It will feature Matthew Shepard’s parents, Judy and Dennis Shepard, as 
well as Texas Tech School of Law Visiting Assistant Professor Kyle C. 
Velte and Associate Professor Tracy Pearl. 

 
 The film screening will begin at 6 p.m. with a reception to follow. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Sarah Salazar, director of communications, School of Law, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-5074 or sarah.e.salazar@ttu.edu 
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2016 Homecoming King, Queen Crowned at Texas Tech vs. West Virginia Game  
Holt Lamberson and Payton Cassidy were announced during the halftime show at Jones 

AT&T Stadium. 
 

Holt Lamberson of Lubbock and Payton Cassidy of Gainesville were crowned Texas 
Tech University’s 2016 homecoming king and queen during the halftime show of the 
Texas Tech vs. West Virginia game Saturday (Oct. 15) at Jones AT&T Stadium. 
 
The 2015 homecoming king and queen, Ben Sharp from Borger and Lauren Gfroerer 
from Austin were present during the ceremony, while Texas Tech President Lawrence 
Schovanec and his wife Patty crowned the winners.  
 
Lamberson represented Beta Upsilon Chi and Cassidy represented Chi Omega. 
 
The student body voted for the winners after the homecoming court was announced 
Friday (Oct. 14) at the Rowdy Raider Rally at the Student Union Building.  
 
In addition to Lamberson and Cassidy the 2016 homecoming court included: 

• Zach Augustine, a senior energy commerce major from Coppell, representing 
Sigma Phi Epsilon 

• Colton Davis, a senior chemistry major from Mansfield, representing Alpha Tau 
Omega 

• Hunter Hall, a junior energy commerce major from Farwell, representing Beta 
Theta Pi 

• Arjun Ogale, a senior industrial engineering major from Pune, India, representing 
Mortar Board 

• Witt Westbrook, a senior management major from Stephenville, representing 
Delta Tau Delta 

• Rachel Myers, a junior finance major from Wills Point, representing Sigma Phi 
Lambda 

• Juliana Bershell, a junior psychology major from Denton, representing the Black 
Student Association 

• Hannah McAlister, a junior speech, language and hearing sciences major from 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, representing President’s Select 
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• Farah Mechref, a senior biochemistry major from Lubbock, representing Mortar 
Board 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Claire Maginness, associate director, Student Union and Activities, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3636 or claire.maginness@ttu.edu    
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Law School Dean Announces Resignation 
Darby Dickerson will serve as dean at The John Marshall Law School. 

 
Darby Dickerson, dean and W. Frank Newton Professor of Law of the Texas Tech 
University School of Law, has resigned after being named dean of the John Marshall Law 
School in Chicago. The resignation is effective Jan. 1.  
 
“I would like to thank Darby for her leadership of the School of Law and wish her the best 
in her role at John Marshall,” Texas Tech President Lawrence Schovanec said. “Her 
innovative leadership and support of the faculty and students was an important favor in 
many achievements that have advanced the reputation of our School of Law.” 
 
Dickerson was appointed dean at Texas Tech in July 2011. She previously served as 
interim dean and dean at Stetson University College of Law for eight years.  
 

“It has been a tremendous pleasure and honor to serve as dean and the W. Frank Newton 
Professor of Law for the last five and a half years,” Dickerson said. “We have a strong, 
dynamic community, and I will always cherish my time here and the relationships I 
developed. Over the next couple of months, I look forward to continuing to interact with 
the Texas Tech law students, faculty, staff and alumni and to say a more personal goodbye 
before I move from the Hub City to the Windy City.” 
 
Dickerson earned her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the College of William & 
Mary and received her law degree from Vanderbilt University. She serves on the executive 
committee of the Association of American Law Schools, is an elected member of the 
American Law Institute, a Sustaining Life Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation and an 
inaugural member of the Texas Tech University School of Law American Inn of Court. 
She also serves on the Texas Supreme Court’s Commission to Expand Civil Legal 
Services and the Council of the State Bar of Texas’s Appellate Section. 
 
During dean Dickerson’s time at Texas Tech Law, the production of faculty scholarship 
has increased along with article placements in top-50 and top-100 law reviews. She 
increased the diversity of the full-time and adjunct faculty and developed several programs 
to benefit students, including the Bar Preparation Resources Program, the Regional 
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Externship Program, the Academy for Leadership in the Legal Profession and the 
Innocence Clinic.  
 
She led the effort to create both a public service graduation requirement and a flex-time 
scheduling option for law students. She also launched several student wellness initiatives 
and revitalized the alumni association. As a past president of Scribes – The American 
Society of Legal Writers, Dickerson was instrumental in Texas Tech Law becoming the 
organization’s national headquarters. 
 
Under Dickerson’s leadership, Texas Tech University School of Law’s moot court 
program has been ranked No. 1 in the country by the Blakely Advocacy Institute, and the 
school’s legal-writing program was ranked 15th in U.S. News & World Report. 
 
“Working with Dean Dickerson has been a tremendous honor,” said Ashley Langdon, 
Texas Tech Law director of alumni relations and 2011 graduate. “Her energetic leadership 
and passion for the law are inspiring. I will miss her early morning emails, and I bet she 
will miss our mild Texas winters. I wish her luck in Chicago.” 
 
CONTACT: Sarah Salazar, director of communications, School of Law, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-5074 or sarah.e.salazar@ttu.edu 
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Alcohol Awareness Week Kicks Off on Texas Tech Campus 
National Collegiate Alcohol Awareness Week focuses on alcohol-related issues on 

college campuses. 
 
Oct. 17-21 is National Collegiate Alcohol Awareness Week, focusing on bringing issues 
related to alcohol to light. Texas Tech University will use this week to teach students 
about alcohol abuse, impaired driving and making healthier choices about alcohol. 
 
Several different organizations and departments will be hosting events throughout the 
week, sponsored by Student Union and Activities. Students can attend any events 
throughout the week. 
 

• All Week (Oct. 17-21) 
o Letters to my Former Self 

• Monday (Oct. 17) 
o Laser Vision (11 a.m.–2 p.m.): The Tech Activities Board (TAB) will host 

Laser Vision in the Student Union Building (SUB) Red Raider Lounge. 
o Raiders Respond (2-3:30 p.m.): The Risk Intervention and Safety 

Education (RISE) office will host Raiders Respond in the SUB Senate 
Room. 

o Don’t Hurt Yourself (5–9 p.m.): The Residence Hall Association will host 
Don’t Hurt Yourself in the SUB Red Raider Lounge. 

• Tuesday (Oct. 18) 
o “Plays on Tap: 5 Short Plays” (4–11 p.m.): Students in Recovery will 

host “Plays on Tap: 5 Short Plays” and a panel discussion in the SUB 
Escondido Theatre. 

• Wednesday (Oct. 19) 
o Drunk Goggles Obstacle Course (11 a.m.–2 p.m.): TAB will host a 

Drunk Goggles Obstacle Course in the SUB Ballroom A. 
o Students Fight Back (4–6 p.m.): Students Fight Back will be hosted in 

the SUB Matador Room. 
• Thursday (Oct 20) 

o Rec Fair (4–7 p.m.): Rec Sports will host a Rec Fair in the Robert H. 
Ewalt Student Recreation Center. 

o Thursday Movie Night: “Pay it Forward” (10 p.m.): Student Union and 
Activities will host Thursday Movie Night: “Pay it Forward” in the SUB 
Escondido Theatre. 

• Friday (Oct. 21) 
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o OctSober Fest (11 a.m.–2 p.m.): RISE will host OctSober Fest in the Free 
Speech Area between the SUB and the Library. 

o Zombie Run (4–11 p.m.) 
 
“National Collegiate Alcohol Awareness week aims to bring attention to the serious public 
health issues posed by excessive drinking among students,” Kristin Miller, unit 
coordinator of Student Union and Activities, said. 
 
For more information, visit the Tech Activities Board website. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Claire Maginness, associate director, Student Activities, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-4708 or claire.maginness@ttu.edu   
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The Hunger Games? Skyviews Hosts Dinner to Highlight Food Inequity 
The Hunger Awareness Dinner also raises money for the South Plains Food Bank and 

TTU Graduate & International Food Pantry. 
 
Skyviews Restaurant is best known for its high-quality food and, thanks to its location on 
the top floor of the Bank of America building at 19th Street and University Avenue, 
unparalleled views of Texas Tech University and the city of Lubbock. 
 
On Nov. 10, more than half of its diners will spend the first course appreciating only the 
view.  
 
On that day, Skyviews and members of the customer relations course in the restaurant, 
hotel and institution management program (RHIM) are hosting the Hunger Awareness 
Dinner, designed to introduce customers to the reality of food inequity around the world 
and even in the Lubbock city limits.  
 
The Hunger Awareness Dinner works like this: Dinner guests will be assigned at random 
to tables representing the divergent economic conditions of the world’s population. Each 
table will get a different first course that represents the typical meal of that income level. 
For 15 percent of the diners, that first course will be a heady shrimp Caesar salad. For 
another 30 percent, it will be beans and rice eaten family style. The remaining 55 percent, 
representing more than half of the world’s population, will go through a refugee line for 
rice and water. 
 
“As students, it is important for us to recognize the role hunger plays locally and among 
students at Texas Tech,” said Kelsey Carpenter, a student in the customer relations course. 
“The dinner is our way of building awareness and raising funds to help these wonderful 
organizations provide food for the hungry.” 
 
Guests will be asked to take notes about how they feel and how others in the room are 
eating, then there will be discussion and an interactive presentation about hunger. But no 
one will go home hungry; after the first course and discussion, guests will partake in a 
Gleanings Buffet donated by local hotels and restaurants. 
 
The dinner also is a fundraiser for, and an opportunity to recognize the efforts of, the 
South Plains Food Bank and Wreck Hunger: the TTU Graduate & International Food 
Pantry, both of which are working to resolve food inequity in the area. The Wreck Hunger 
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food pantry works specifically with international and graduate students, which is an often 
overlooked population. 
 
Garvin O’Neil, the professor for the organizing RHIM class, said they are hoping the 
Hunger Awareness Dinner will help people recognize the problem throughout the world 
and in Lubbock and be more proactive about reducing hunger and food insecurity on the 
South Plains. 
 
“It’s a pleasure to see the passion of our students and the generous support of our 
restaurant community in putting on this event,” he said. “It is gratifying to see the genuine 
compassion of our students in supporting the great outreach of the food bank and the 
Wreck Hunger pantry.” 
 
Skyviews will open at 5:30 p.m. for a silent auction and raffle. The dinner and program 
begins at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $20 for students and $30 for the general public. Tickets can 
be purchased by calling (806) 834-2570 or emailing garvin.oneil@ttu.edu.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Garvin O’Neil, professor, Department of Hospitality and Restaurant 
Management, College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-2570 or 
garvin.oneil@ttu.edu  
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Tickets on Sale for Texas Tech Friends of the Libraries Literary Lubbock 
The event benefits the Grover E. Murray Studies in the American Southwest, a book series 

published by Texas Tech University Press honoring Texas Tech’s former president. 
 
Tickets are now on sale for Literary Lubbock 2016, an evening with four Texas Tech 
University Press (TTUP) authors and actor Barry Corbin as emcee at 6 p.m. Nov. 10, in 
the Croslin Room of the Texas Tech University Library. 
 
The benefit, presented by Texas Tech Friends of the Libraries, Texas Tech University 
Press and the Texas Tech University Libraries, will begin with opening remarks from 
President Lawrence Schovanec and feature a wine and beer reception, a seated dinner 
created by Texas Tech’s Top Tier Catering and a literary program of authors sharing 
stories from their books on Texas, the Southwest and beyond.  
 
Gretchen Scott, president of Texas Tech Friends of the Libraries, said she is proud to be a 
part of the return of this signature literary evening. 
 
“Supporting the award-winning university press through this event is very important 
because the press represents the culture, history and nature of West Texas far better than 
any other press,” she said. “The press is not just the university press, it’s the publisher of 
West Texas.” 
 
The TTUP authors to be featured include: 

• Sylvia Gann Mahoney, “Finding the Great Western Trail” 
• Adán Medrano, “Truly Texas Mexican: A Native Culinary Heritage in Recipes” 
• Sandra Scofield, “Mysteries of Love and Grief: Reflections on a Plainswoman’s 

Life” 
• Frank Sikes, “West Texas Middleweight: The Story of LaVern Roach” 

 
Authors will visit with guests throughout the evening and will sign books. All featured 
books will be available for purchase at a 30 percent discount. 
 
Seating is limited and early reservations are encouraged. Tickets of $100 each, and table 
sponsorships may be purchased by calling (806) 742-2982 or (800) 832-4042 or by 
emailing ttup@ttu.edu. Sponsorship payment via check or credit card should be made by 
Friday (Oct. 21). Parking will be reserved in lot R-3, south of the library, and valet 
parking will be available. 
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Dean of Libraries Bella Karr Gerlich said university presses play an integral role for 
universities. 
 
“Our university is in an elite 4 percent of colleges and universities in the U.S. that have 
press,” she said. “As catalysts for new ideas and research, a university press 
dissemination of scholarly works makes its service an indispensable component of the 
modern research university. Supporting the university press is essential for Texas Tech’s 
Tier Ine research institution status.”  
 
The Texas Tech Friends of the Libraries president, the director of the university press, 
and all authors are available for media interviews. 
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Kaley Daniel, director, Libraries Communications and Marketing, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1040 or kaley.daniel@ttu.edu   
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News Release 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Oct. 18, 2016 
CONTACT: Amanda Castro-Crist, amanda.castro-crist@ttu.edu  
                          (806) 742-2136 
 

Library’s New Makerspace Lets Students, Faculty and Staff Get Creative 
The area offers a variety of 3-D technology to help users create and develop ideas.  

 
Texas Tech University Libraries has launched a new Makerspace that includes 3-D 
printers and scanners and 3Doodler pens that replace ink with plastic and are used to 
“draw” 3-D objects. 
 
“We’re pleased to offer this service to students, faculty and staff who would like to work 
on creative projects,” said Ryan Cassidy, Makerspace librarian.  
 
The space is located in Library Room 132 and allows users to scan and create 3-D models 
free of charge. Cassidy said the library has received grants to help purchase equipment 
and expects to add more features in the future.  
 
The Makerspace area is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday and 2-8 p.m. 
Sunday.  
 
For more information, visit the Library website or send an email to make@ttu.edu.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter 
 
CONTACT: Julie Barnett, assistant director, Communications & Marketing, 
Libraries, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0718 or julie.barnett@ttu.edu  
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Expert Pitch 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Oct. 19, 2016 
CONTACT: Heidi Toth, heidi.toth@ttu.edu    
                     (806) 742-2136 
 

Expert: Approval of Artificial Pancreas Positive for Type 1 Diabetes Management 
 
The Food and Drug Administration recently approved an artificial pancreas system to aid in 
treatment of people with Type 1 diabetes (T1D). More than 1 million Americans have the 
disease, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and there is no known 
cure. 
 
The artificial pancreas will monitor blood glucose levels and injects insulin into the blood as 
needed instead of the patients manually checking and injecting themselves. 
 
Latha Ramalingam, a research assistant professor in the Department of Nutritional Sciences at 
Texas Tech University, is available to talk about the effect this approval may have on diabetes 
treatment. She researches fat cells and beta cells, their influence on diabetes and obesity and the 
processes of and mechanisms underpinning insulin secretion.  
 
Expert 
Latha Ramalingam, research assistant professor, (806) 834-0841 or latha.ramalingam@ttu.edu  
 
Talking points  

• Short-term clinical trials conducted on an artificial pancreas showed better control of 
blood glucose compared to manual insulin pumps and other interventions, especially at 
night. Patients reported peaceful sleep because they could depend on technology. 

• Having an artificial pancreas also would remove some of the energy and mental fortitude 
required for self-medication. 

• As with any new development, there are some concerns. A patient using an artificial 
pancreas still would need to take an insulin injection before a meal because the time 
required for the artificial organ to sense glucose is slower than the time for the real 
pancreas to perform the same function. Consequently, insulin secretion would be delayed 
in the case of the artificial pancreas. 

• The other issue she sees is the economy of the artificial pancreas. Reports at this time 
suggest the cost to be between $6,000 and $9,000 per organ, which could put it out of the 
reach of many people with diabetes. The price likely will drop over time, however, as 
technology improves. 

Quote 
• “Given its potential benefits and the very development of it through cutting-edge science, 

the artificial pancreas is a major breakthrough. It seems to be a fascinating development 
that despite some current shortcomings has immense potential to positively impact 
treatment of Type 1 diabetes. Whether it will be a paradigm shifter, only time will tell, 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
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but what is certain is it has ushered in a more patient-friendly, ‘smart’ solution in keeping 
with the spirit of the times.” 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 
us on Twitter. 
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Expert Pitch 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Oct. 19, 2016 
CONTACT: Glenys Young, glenys.young@ttu.edu  
                     (806) 742-2136 
 

Texas Tech Experts Study Bats, Vampires, Death and More 
 
With Halloween less than two weeks away, Texas Tech University has experts available in a 
variety of spooky specialties, ranging from bats and vampires to law and the shopping forecast. 
 
Bats 
Robert J. Baker, Horn professor emeritus in the Department of Biological Sciences and curator 
of mammals emeritus in the Natural Science Research Laboratory (NSRL), robert.baker@ttu.edu   
Caleb D. Phillips, assistant professor in the Department of Biological Sciences and curator of 
genetic resources in the NSRL, (806) 834-8181 or caleb.phillips@ttu.edu 

• Phillips and Baker published a study in 2015 describing previously unknown ways that 
vampire bats’ saliva had evolved specifically for blood-feeding with gene products that 
numb the bite site and prevent blood clotting. 

 
Liam McGuire, an assistant professor in the Department of Biological Sciences and research 
associate at the NSRL, (806) 834-5129 or liam.mcguire@ttu.edu  

• McGuire is one of six investigators on a federally funded study of white-nose syndrome, 
which has killed millions of bats in the last decade. 

 
Phillips and McGuire also are studying the ecological drivers, mechanisms and consequences of 
seasonal variation in the bat populations of the Hill Country’s Frio Cave with the assistance of 
graduate students. 
 
Tigga Kingston, an associate professor in the Department of Biological Sciences and research 
associate at the NSRL, (806) 834-2594 or tigga.kingston@ttu.edu  

• Kingston studies the diversity of insectivorous bats of Southeast Asia and how those 
species are maintained and preserved in the face of human disturbance. 

 
Death 
Tamra Walter, associate professor of archaeology and anthropology graduate program director in 
the Department of Sociology, Anthropology & Social Work, (806) 834-0615 
or tamra.walter@ttu.edu  

• Walter teaches a course on the archaeology of death, which focuses on the mortuary 
practices and death ritual in both modern and prehistoric cultures. The class examines 
death customs and belief systems surrounding death and the afterlife. 

• Other topics include cannibalism, human sacrifice, burial practices and the material 
correlation of those practices in the archaeological record, and how vampire myths in the 
16th to 18th centuries impacted the treatment and burial of bodies.  
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Ghosts, legends and the devil 
Genaro J. Perez, professor of Spanish in the Department of Classical & Modern Languages & 
Literatures, (806) 834-1003 or genaro.perez@ttu.edu  

• Perez can speak about ghosts, legends and the devil in Mexican literature.  
• He will teach a course on Hispanic fairy tales in spring 2017. 

 
Halloween shopping 
Debbie Laverie, professor of marketing in the Rawls College of Business, (806) 834-3953 
or debbie.laverie@ttu.edu  

• Laverie can discuss the economic outlook for retailers and how much consumers will 
spend this Halloween. 

 
Horror in film 
Rob Weiner, pop culture librarian for the Texas Tech University Library, (806) 834-5126 
or rob.weiner@ttu.edu 

• Weiner curated the three International Horror Month films for the College of Media & 
Communication’s International Film Series and served as a consultant for the Museum of 
Texas Tech’s new exhibit In the Blood: the War between Vampires and Werewolves. 

• He has written numerous books and articles on horror films, the most recent of which is 
due out in February 2017. His article on the 1963 film “Blood Feast” will be released in 
the book “What’s Eating You? Food and Horror on Screen.” 

• Weiner has taught courses on zombies and the history of horror in cinema and written 
books on comics and transgressive filmmaking. 

 
Law 
Vickie Sutton, Horn professor of law and director of the Center for Biodefense, Law & Public 
Policy, School of Law, (806) 834-1752, vickie.sutton@ttu.edu  

• In her 2013 book, “Reel Bio-horror: The Things that Keep Us Up at Night,” Sutton 
analyzes 47 films from the subgenre, discusses the psychology, law and science of the 
bio-horror bio-thriller.  

• In her 2012 book, “Halloween Law: A Spirited Look at the Law School Curriculum,” 
Sutton exhumes cases that illustrate the subjects – many of which revolve around 
Halloween — first-year law students are expected to master.  

• She has a teaching series called “Halloween Law School.” 
• Sutton also wrote, directed and produced a romantic comedy, “The Halloween Store 

Zombie Wedding Movie,” now available on Amazon Video.  
 
Movie scores 
Roger Landes, professor of practice, founding director of the Balkan Ensemble and assistant 
director of Celtic Ensemble, School of Music, (806) 834-7844 or roger.landes@ttu.edu  

• With another music professor, Landes created a score for the 1922 vampire film 
“Nosferatu” and directed the Balkan Ensemble during a live screening of the silent 
movie.  

• He can speak on the power of music to create suspense, fear and horror in filmography.  
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• He says expertly crafted music and sound design can not only create and underscore a 
film’s emotional environment, it can also magnify its effects and even convince viewers 
they see something not actually on the screen. 

 
Vampires 
Erin Collopy, chair of the Department of Classical & Modern Languages & Literatures, (806) 
834-8497 or erin.collopy@ttu.edu  

• Collopy teaches a class on the vampires of Slavic and Eastern European folklore and the 
development from the folkloric vampire into the literary and cinematic monster of 
western culture. 

• Her research for publication is on the vampire in East Slavic folklore and in 
contemporary Russian popular culture. She addresses the cultural and societal fears and 
desires expressed by the vampire in folklore, literature and film. 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 
us on Twitter. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Oct. 19, 2016 
CONTACT: Kristen Barton, kristen.j.barton@ttu.edu   
         (806) 742-2136 
 

Women’s Studies Program to Host Gender and Gender Identity Colloquium 
The colloquium will feature Jessica Luther, author of ‘Unsportsmanlike Conduct,’ as the 

keynote speaker. 
 

WHAT: The Texas Tech University Women’s Studies Program will host its eighth 
annual Gender and Gender Identity Colloquium, which is open to the 
public. There will be a variety of sessions, all of which are free, discussing 
gender and sexuality. This year it will feature Jessica Luther, author of 
“Unsportsmanlike Conduct: College Football and the Politics of Rape,” as 
the keynote speaker. A book signing will follow her presentation.  

   
WHEN: 8:30 a.m.–2 p.m. Friday (Oct. 21). Luther will speak at 1 p.m.  
 
WHERE: Matador Room of the Student Union Building, 15th Street and Akron 

Avenue 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Tricia Earl, coordinator, Women’s Studies Program, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-4335 or patricia.a.earl@ttu.edu   
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Oct. 20, 2016 
CONTACT: George Watson, george.watson@ttu.edu 
         (806) 742-2136 
 

Texas Tech Meat Judging Team Earns Second Victory of Fall Season 
Jessica Humphrey also earned her second individual first-place finish. 

 
The Texas Tech University Meat Judging Team in the Department of Animal and Food 
Sciences earned its second team title of the fall with a victory at the Elanco Animal 
Health American Royal Meat Judging Contest Sunday in Omaha, Nebraska. 
 
Texas Tech easily outdistanced runner-up Oklahoma State University by 62 points, 4,218 
to 4,156, while third-place Colorado State University finished with 4,122 points and 
Texas A&M University finished fourth with 4,116 points. 
 
 “The kids had a really good work ethic for this contest and focused on improving their 
reasons – and it showed,” said professor Mark Miller, the San Antonio Stock Show 
Distinguished Chair in Meat Sciences and coach of the meat judging team. 
 
Texas Tech earned top honors on the strength of its first-place finishes in the overall beef 
(2,159 points), beef grading (1,022) and reasons/questions (874) categories. Texas Tech 
also finished second in beef judging (1,137) and pork judging (1,109) and third in 
specifications (381). 
 
Jessica Humphrey earned her second honor as the top individual finisher, outlasting 
teammate Tommy Fletcher for the win. Humphrey, a senior from Okeechobee, Florida, 
took first place with 1,063 points, just one point ahead of Fletcher, a junior from La 
Vernia. 
 
Humphrey finished second in overall beef and beef grading and took third in 
reasons/questions. Fletcher had two third-place finishes in overall beef and pork judging. 
 
Cole Perkins, a junior from Llano, was a close third with 1,060 points and actually had 
the most first-place finishes with three, winning overall beef, beef judging and 
reasons/questions. 
 
Kye Schwartz, a junior from Wall, finished fourth in reasons/questions and fifth in lamb 
judging. 
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Other members of the meat judging team are: 
• Kyle Caldwell, a junior from Midlothian 
• Katlynn Freeman, a junior from Panhandle 
• Lane Harrington, a senior from Frost 
• Boyd Henry, a junior from Wall 
• Courtney Jasik, a junior from Mertzon 
• Shannon O’Quinn, a junior from League City 
• Kiersten Scott, a senior from Scott City, Kansas 
• Keeley Sears, a junior from Peaster 
• Blayne Troxell, a junior from Pampa 
• Chelsi Vineyard, a junior from Stephenville 
• Megan Writt, a junior from Houston 

 
Graduate students Loni Lucherk, Nick Hardcastle and Mallorie Phelps serve as assistant 
coaches for the team. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Moriah Beyers, coordinator, Department of Animal and Food Sciences, 
College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Texas Tech University, (806) 
742-2805 or moriah.beyers@ttu.edu 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Oct. 21, 2016 
CONTACT: Heidi Toth, heidi.toth@ttu.edu     
         (806) 742-2136 
 

Coordinating Board Recognizes Red to Black for Excellence 
The unique financial management program offers peer-to-peer coaching. 

 
The governing body of higher education in Texas recognized Red to Black, the 
innovative financial education program at Texas Tech University that trains students to 
serve as financial literacy coaches for their peers. 
 
The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) recognized the peer financial 
coaching program at its quarterly meeting in Austin Thursday (Oct. 20). The recognition 
is not an award for which Red to Black submitted; THECB learned of the program, 
researched it and appreciated how Red to Black’s mission fit into the organization’s 
strategic plan to get more Texans educated. Good financial management falls under that 
umbrella. 
 
It also is unusual in its format. Although many universities have programs to help 
students manage money, most have professionals helping students. Red to Black features 
students from the Department of Personal Financial Planning who coach their peers in 
matters of budgeting, saving, credit and more.  
 
Quotes 

• “I was thrilled,” said program director Angela Mazzolini. “I was just really 
excited to be recognized by the coordinating board. That’s kind of like our Super 
Bowl.” 

• “The Red to Black program is a national model to prepare students to responsibly 
manage their financial resources while in school and significantly minimize their 
debt upon graduation,” said Juan Munoz, vice provost of undergraduate education 
and student affairs. “Red to Black is helping our students succeed in college and 
their careers.” 

• “Texas Tech’s Red to Black Peer Financial Coaching program empowers students 
with peer-to-peer financial literacy and education, enabling students to achieve 
their educational and financial goals,” said David Gardner, THECB Deputy 
Commissioner for Academic Planning and Policy. “No one understands the needs 
and concerns of students better than fellow students. This innovative program is 
an excellent example of how Texas can achieve our student debt management 
goal in the 60x30TX strategic plan for higher education.” 

• “It is an honor for both Texas Tech University and the Red to Black Peer 
Financial Coaching program to be recognized for excellence by the THECB,” said 
Kimberly Thornton, director of the Center for Campus Life. “It recognizes the 
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amazing work Angela Mazzolini and the peer financial coaches are doing to help 
Texas Tech students become fiscally responsible, an important life skill. It also 
showcases Texas Tech’s commitment to student success by providing innovative 
services to meet students’ current needs. 

 
By the numbers 
Since Red to Black’s inception in 2001 (excluding this semester): 

• Had 331 students volunteer 
• Given 1,387 presentations 
• Reached 33,000 students with those presentations 
• Met one-on-one with 1,235 students 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Angela Mazzolini, program director, Red to Black Peer Financial 
Coaching, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-9781 or angela.mazzolini@ttu.edu  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Oct. 21, 2016 
CONTACT: George Watson, george.watson@ttu.edu  
         (806) 742-2136 
  

English Department Hosting Discussion on Religion and Climate Change 
The panel will feature Climate Science Center director Katharine Hayhoe, history 

professor Mark Stoll and English professor Dennis Covington. 
 
WHAT: The Literature, Social Justice and Environment Concentration of the 

Department of English will host “A Conversation: Spirituality, Religion 
and Climate Change.” 

 
WHEN: 7 p.m. Wednesday (Oct. 26) 
 
WHERE: Lecture Hall 001, English Building, Flint Avenue and 15th Street 
  
EVENT: Katharine Hayhoe, an associate professor in the Department of Political 

Science and the director of the Climate Science Center, Mark Stoll, an 
associate professor in the Department of History, and Dennis Covington, a 
professor in the Department of English in the Texas Tech University 
College of Arts & Sciences, will host a panel discussion on the 
intersection of religion and climate change. 

 
 There will be a book signing of “Revelation: A Search for Faith in a 

Violent Religious World” by Covington and “Inherit the Holy Mountain-
Religion and the Rise of American Environmentalism” by Stoll. 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Mike Lemon, instructor, Department of English, College of Arts & 
Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2501 or mike.lemon@ttu.edu 
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Expert Pitch 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Oct. 21, 2016 
CONTACT: Glenys Young, glenys.young@ttu.edu  
                     (806) 742-2136 
 

Expert: World Turning its Back as Democracy Collapses in Venezuela 
 
Venezuela is well on its way to becoming an autocracy. 
 
Last year’s elections left a divided government: on one side, president Nicolas Maduro, on the 
other, the opposition-controlled National Assembly. As the economy fell deeper into recession, 
inflation accelerated and shortages increased, the opposition requested a referendum to remove 
Maduro from office. But after nearly a year of clashes between the two, the country’s pro-
president Supreme Court last week removed the National Assembly’s budgetary authority. 
Opponents argued the move takes away the checks and balances dictated in their constitution. 
 
On Monday (Oct. 17), the Supreme Court ruled the opposition needs to collect signatures from 
20 percent of registered voters in every state in order to activate a referendum against Maduro. 
But on Thursday (Oct. 20) four pro-president governors and one prominent lawmaker said their 
state courts are blocking the collection of those signatures, scheduled to begin next week. 
 
Iñaki Sagarzazu is an assistant professor in the Texas Tech University Department of Political 
Science who specializes in Venezuelan politics and how institutions’ roles in politics affect 
individual voters. His research has been published in the American Journal of Political Science, 
British Journal of Political Science, Political Behavior, West European Politics, Political Science 
Research & Methods, Latin American Politics & Society, and Policy Studies Journal as well as 
in several book chapters in edited volumes. He teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in 
Latin American politics and political communications. Sagarzazu sometimes posts his political 
analyses on Twitter and his blog. He is fluent in both English and Spanish. 
 
Expert 
Iñaki Sagarzazu, assistant professor of political science, (806) 834-7866 
or inaki.sagarzazu@ttu.edu  
 
Talking points  

• While democracy collapses in Venezuela the world looks the other way. 
• Since January the government has significantly eroded democracy by: 

o refusing to accept the results of the 2015 parliamentary elections 
o using the court system to unconstitutionally attack the newly elected parliament 
o using unconstitutional mechanisms to approve the budget and executive branch 

decrees 
o using the electoral authority to slow down the process of the recall referendum 
o using lower courts to kill the recall referendum 
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o imprisoning political opposition without trial or judicial orders 
• The further erosion of democracy has come from the realization of the government that 

voters who previously supported the president have defected to the opposition due to the 
severity of the crisis. 
 

Quotes 
• “The 2015 parliamentary election dealt a big blow to the Maduro regime by allowing 

two-thirds control of the newly elected congress to be in the hands of the opposition. This 
two-thirds majority is sufficient to have wide powers to propose amendments to the 
constitution, remove members of other branches of government and exercise controls on 
the executive branch. The government defeat came by the hand of former supporters of 
the government who, in light of the precarious situation in the country, held the 
government accountable by voting for the opposition.” 

• “At what point did Venezuela become a dictatorship? While many had argued in the past 
that Venezuelan democracy had eroded to the point of dictatorship, Venezuela still held 
elections that, even with significant difficulties for the opposition, allowed Venezuelans 
the free exercise of their right to vote. However, it wasn’t until the Supreme Court’s 
decision to hold off the swearing-in of four deputies from the State of Amazonas due to 
unsubstantiated claims of fraud that the regime effectively broke the rule of holding 
elections and accepting defeat. This judicial maneuvering to stop the opposition from 
effectively occupying the full two-thirds of parliament became the tipping point in the 
classification of Venezuela as a full authoritarian regime.” 

• “What will happen in Venezuela? Venezuela’s 1999 Constitution allowed for the recall of 
all elected officials as a mechanism of the people to hold their elected officials 
accountable. During the last three years the government has done everything in its hands 
to stop any form of accountability. However, the current economic and social situation is 
creating increasing pressure on the political system; the recall referendum should be the 
release valve of such pressure. By removing this valve, the government is inciting for 
protests which, with 80 percent disapproval ratings, it might not be able to control 
without the use of excessive force.” 

• “Since the beginning of 2016 the Venezuelan people have been requesting the realization 
of the recall referendum, with the government and all the branches it controls making 
unnecessary and unconstitutional obstacles for its realization. At the same time the 
international community has remained either a very passive actor or an accomplice of the 
government. The Organization of American States has been paralyzed by its never-
ending attempt at consensus decision making and so it has failed to apply the Democratic 
Charter on Venezuela. At the same time the Union of South American Nations has 
attempted to organize talks as a way to buy the government more time. Governments in 
the region have remained silent on the violation of human rights and on the elimination of 
the right to vote of the people of Venezuela.” 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 
us on Twitter. 
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School of Music to Perform With Frenship Heritage Middle School Band 
The performance will include the Texas Tech University Fight Song. 

 
WHAT: The Texas Tech University School of Music Concert Band and the 

Frenship Heritage Middle School band will perform together in a free 
combined concert. Texas Tech concert band director Duane Hill and 
David Biel, a Texas Tech School of Music alumnus, will share conducting 
duties during the concert. The bands will perform many different pieces 
together, including the Texas Tech fight song. 

   
WHEN: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday (Oct. 25) 
 
WHERE: Hemmle Recital Hall, 2624 18th St. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Duane Hill, director, Concert Band, School of Music, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-5107 or duane.hill@ttu.edu   
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State Bar of Texas President to Speak at Texas Tech School of Law 
Frank Stevenson is an expert in the areas of real estate and finance law and public law. 

 
WHAT: The Texas Tech University School of Law Academy for Leadership in the 

Legal Profession and the Pro Bono Board of Student Directors present 
State Bar of Texas President Frank Stevenson. 

 
WHEN: Noon Monday (Oct. 24) 
 
WHERE: Lanier Auditorium, Texas Tech School of Law, 1802 Hartford Ave. 
  
EVENT: Frank Stevenson is the president of the State Bar of Texas and a partner in 

the law firm of Locke Lord Edwards, which has offices around the world, 
including Austin, Dallas and Houston. He has expertise in real estate and 
finance law and in public law, representing financial institutions, owners, 
tenants and others in acquiring, developing, leasing, financing and selling 
property. 

 
 Stevenson, in addition to being a former chair of the State Bar of Texas 

Board of Directors and former president of the Dallas Bar Association, 
serves on the state bar’s Pro Bono Workgroup. He also serves on the board 
of trustees of the Dallas Bar Foundation and as a division chair for the 
Campaign for Equal Access to Justice. 

 
 He has been honored for his work by legal aid providers and received 

presidential citations from the state and Dallas bars. He is the founding 
chairman of an award-winning program to mentor beginning lawyers and 
diversify the profession. Stevenson earned his law degree from the 
University of Virginia School of Law in 1980. 

 
The Academy for Leadership in the Legal Profession provides students the 
tools necessary to lead in the legal profession, business and the 
community. 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
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University, (806) 834-5074 or sarah.e.salazar@ttu.edu 
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Despite Papal Letter, Catholics and the Public Politically Divided on Climate 
Change 

Research authored by a Texas Tech professor shows the views of Catholics and non-
Catholics both before and after the papal letter moved minimally. 

 
A recent study authored by a new Texas Tech University researcher shows the pope’s 
encyclical citing a scientific consensus on the existence of human causes to climate 
change has had little to no effect on the views of both Catholics and non-Catholics in 
America on the issue. 
 
Nan Li, who began in August as an assistant professor in the Department of Agricultural 
Education and Communications in the College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural 
Resources, was the lead author on a collaborative study with colleagues at the Annenberg 
Public Policy Center (APPC) at the University of Pennsylvania that examined the 
public’s views on climate change both before and after the papal letter was released in 
2015. 
 
The paper, titled “Cross-pressuring conservative Catholics? Effects of Pope Francis’ 
encyclical on the U.S. public opinion on climate change,” found Catholics’ and non-
Catholics’ awareness of the papal letter, which also highlighted the disproportionate risks 
climate change poses to the world’s poor in addition to giving religious credence to 
scientific evidence, was not associated with an increase in their public concerns over 
climate change. 
 
“While Pope Francis’ environmental call may have increased some individuals’ concerns 
about climate change, it backfired with conservative Catholics and non-Catholics, who 
not only resisted the message but defended their pre-existing beliefs by devaluing the 
pope’s credibility on climate change,” Li said. 
 
Prior to the release of the encyclical, titled “Laudato Si′, Pew Research reported that 71 
percent of American Catholics believed climate change exists, a figure on par with the 
general public. Catholics’ views on the topic also broadly reflect the general partisan split 
along political lines among Americans.  
 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
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Among Catholic Democrats, 62 percent believe in climate change and attribute it to 
human causes, while only 24 percent of Catholic Republicans feel the same. 
Conservatives are both more skeptical that anthropogenic climate change exists and less 
concerned with its adverse effects. 
 
The pope’s call for action raised the question whether a religious authority could 
influence public opinion on such a highly polarized topic. APPC researchers set out to 
examine the effect the encyclical had by asking respondents whether they had heard 
about the encyclical, whether they believed climate change is caused by humans, how 
serious a problem they thought climate change is and whether they thought there is a 
scientific consensus on climate change.  
 
Data was obtained from 1,381 20-minute phone interviews conducted one week before 
the encyclical was released on June 18, 2015, and another 1,374 interviews conducted 
two weeks later.  
 
According to the survey results, those who had heard of the encyclical were not generally 
more accepting of the science on climate change or concerned about the effects of climate 
change. Instead, the study found liberals who were aware of the encyclical were more 
concerned about climate change and perceived more risks than liberals who weren’t 
aware of “Laudato Si′”. The opposite was true for conservatives.  
 
Perceptions of the pope’s credibility on climate change varied according to the own 
political views of the respondents. Encyclical-aware liberals said the pope was more 
credible on climate change than did liberals who said they were not aware of the 
encyclical, while encyclical-aware conservatives said the pope was less credible on 
climate change than conservatives who weren’t aware of it. Although Pope Francis’ 
message was expected to be especially influential among Catholics, Catholics’ attitudes 
and beliefs about climate change remained strongly associated with their political views.  
 
The results suggest that world views, political identities and group norms that lead 
conservative Catholics to doubt climate change may take priority over deference to 
religious authority when judging the reality and risks of this environmental phenomenon. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Nan Li, assistant professor, Department of Agricultural Education and 
Communications, College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-1634 or nan.li@ttu.edu 
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Disability Awareness Week Begins at Texas Tech  
The week will feature daily events working to raise awareness for an inclusive, diverse 

and accessible campus.   
 

This week begins Texas Tech University’s annual Disability Awareness Week to 
highlight the importance of an inclusive, diverse and accessible campus with events 
occurring daily throughout the week.  
 
Hosted by Student Disability Services along with other Texas Tech departments and 
organizations, the week will offer a variety of events, including movie screenings, games, 
a disabilities panel and an appearance by Jeremy Poincenot, a blind professional golfer 
and inspirational speaker.  
 
A kickoff event will begin Disability Awareness Week at 11 a.m. today (Oct. 24) at the 
Student Union Building (SUB) North Plaza. The event will include an appearance of the 
Texas Tech Masked Rider along with giveaways and free T-shirts.  
 
“Generating awareness for students with disabilities ultimately creates a more inclusive 
and accessible environment for everyone,” said Larry Phillippe, director of Student 
Disability Services.  
 
Texas Tech’s Student Disability Services works to enhance each student’s learning 
through programs and services for students with disabilities. The department’s goal is to 
help students succeed with their academic, career and personal goals regardless of any 
physical, learning, psychological or other documented disability a student might have.  
 
Its services include: 

• Course, classroom and testing accommodations 
• Working with instructors 
• Accessibility and service/resource information 
• Disability awareness education  
• Sign language interpreter services 
• Coordination of support programs and services with campus departments 
• Consulting, counseling and assistance in resolving problems 
• Leadership and interpersonal skills development opportunities 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
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• Loaning of some assistive devices 
• Drop-in tutoring and more 

 
“Student Disability Services provides services for students with disabilities as well as 
support for faculty and staff who work with students with disabilities,” said Tamara 
Mancini, senior assistant director of SDS. “We are fortunate to have great support from 
administrators who help us have the necessary resources to assist the 2,400-plus students 
registered with our office.  
 
“These vast resources allow Student Disability Services to help students on many levels. 
Not only do we facilitate the individual classroom accommodations students need to 
succeed, but we also are able to coach students on ways to advocate for themselves.” 
 
Another program that helps students with disabilities is the university’s TECHniques 
Center, which provides one-on-one tutoring for students with documented learning 
disabilities, attention deficit hyperactivity disorders (ADHD) and/or autism spectrum 
disorders, as well as academic counseling services to provide individualized services and 
structures to help students succeed academically.  
 
They also provide supplemental academic and career advising, referrals to campus 
resources and services and co-curricular involvement opportunities.  
 
“The TECHniques Center is an important asset to Texas Tech and its students,” said 
Brandi Schreiber, program director of the TECHniques Center. “It is the only program of 
its kind in Texas, in which peer tutors are trained to tutor undergraduate students with 
documented evidence of a learning disability. Many students choose to attend Texas Tech 
because they want to be a part of this program.” 
 
In the past 10 years, the TECHniques Center has had an average retention rate of 97-99 
percent and provides 85-90 job opportunities for students each semester to be tutors. 
Students who work as tutors at the center receive extensive training for tutoring and 
working with students who learn differently. They also can earn a College Reading and 
Learning Association tutor certification as well as an Association for the Tutoring 
Profession individual tutor certification.  
 
Through Student Disability Services and the TECHniques Center, the university provides 
assistance to help students succeed while earning their college education but beyond that 
as well.  
 
To show support for Disability Awareness Week, the Texas Tech community can pick up 
a wristband at events occurring at the SUB and wear it throughout the week. Students 
also can attend events and share experiences with the #TTUDAW16 hashtag. Student 
Disability Services will give out door prizes at events for the week.  
 
To see the full list of events during Disability Awareness Week, visit its website.  
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CONTACT: Taylor Fidler, administrator, Student Disability Services, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-2405 or taylor.fidler@ttu.edu    
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Humanities Center at Texas Tech Hosts Author Jaron Lanier 
The award-winning author will discuss his fierce criticism of digital capitalism. 

 
WHAT: Author, musician, computer scientist and digital capitalism critic Jaron 

Lanier lecture sponsored by the Humanities Center at Texas Tech 
University 

 
WHEN: 5:30 p.m. Wednesday (Oct. 26) 
 
WHERE: Room 169, Human Sciences Building, 1301 Akron Ave. 
  
EVENT: Jaron Lanier, an award-winning writer, computer scientist, musician and 

fierce critic of digital capitalism will present a lecture entitled “Who Owns 
the Future.” It is part of the Humanities Center’s 2016-17 theme, 
FUTURES. 

 
 Lanier won the 2014 German Book Trade Peace Prize for his fierce 

opposition to digital capitalism, the political-economic transition of the 
internet. His latest book, “Who Owns the Future,” was heralded by the 
New York Times’ critic as “the most important book I read in 2013.” 

 
 Lanier and his colleagues sold a start-up company to Google. He holds a 

research post with Microsoft.  
 
 Admission to the lecture is free. For more information on the lecture or the 

Humanities Center’s FUTURES series, visit its website. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Dorothy Chansky, director, Humanities Center, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-7426 or humanitiescenter@ttu.edu 
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TechAlert! and Siren Test Scheduled 
 

Texas Tech University will test its TechAlert! emergency communications system and 
outdoor siren system at 10:50 a.m. Wednesday (Oct. 26).  
 
All faculty, staff and students should update cell phone, home phone or text message 
information at emergency.ttu.edu. The system is used to alert the university community of 
emergency situations, class cancellations or delays. 
 
“The safety of our university community is our top priority,” said Ronald Phillips, 
university counsel and emergency management coordinator. “We test the TechAlert! 
system at least twice a year if it is not otherwise activated, so it is vital we have current 
phone, text message and e-mail contacts for all faculty, staff and students so our 
emergency communications system can send the latest information out as fast as possible.”  
 
During an actual severe weather emergency, the Texas Tech Police Department will 
activate the outdoor siren system. If practical, the outdoor sirens will be augmented by the 
use of loudspeakers on university police vehicles broadcasting instructions and/or Texas 
Tech Police sounding the cars’ police sirens. In these situations, individuals should 
immediately seek shelter in a safe area. More tips can be found on the Ready website.  
 
In addition to the TechAlert! system, the university will use a number of different tools to 
ensure delivery of emergency messages. These tools include: 
 

• Emergency.ttu.edu is the online Emergency Communications Center. It will inform 
the Texas Tech community about what to do in advance of, during and after an 
emergency 

• The university’s home page, Texas Tech Today and social media accounts on 
Facebook and Twitter 

• Informing local media to deliver emergency information 
• Outdoor siren notification system 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications & 
Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136, or chris.cook@ttu.edu  
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Texas Tech Renames College of Visual & Performing Arts After Talkingtons 
The name change honors J.T. and Margaret Talkington for their legacy of generosity to 

the university and their passion for the arts. 
 
A Texas Tech University theatre building is getting a renovation and expansion and a 
college is getting a new name, thanks to the legacy of generosity of two West Texans. 
 
The first is due to a $10 million donation from the J.T. and Margaret Talkington 
Charitable Foundation, which, when combined with university matching funds, will pay 
for the first phase of renovation for the Charles E. Maedgen Jr. Theatre. It is the first major 
renovation in decades and will make it a state-of-the-art facility, including spaces for 
research and academic advancement. 
 
The second is broader. The Talkington Foundation’s legacy of giving to Texas Tech began 
during the couple’s lifetime and has continued through the work of the foundation. In 
total, the couple has donated more than $66 million to Texas Tech. Many of these gifts 
created matching opportunities, resulting in a total philanthropic impact of more than $100 
million to the Texas Tech University System for investment in the arts, undergraduate 
scholarships, graduate fellowships, public art, student leadership opportunities and myriad 
educational ventures. To honor that legacy, system officials this weekend announced the 
naming of the J.T. and Margaret Talkington College of Visual and Performing Arts. 
 
“It is only fitting that we honor in this way a couple who loved the arts and who have 
graced Texas Tech time and time again with their generosity,” Texas Tech University 
System Chancellor Robert Duncan said. “J.T. and Margaret Talkington believed, as we do, 
that the arts are essential to the human experience, the quality of life a community enjoys 
and the creativity and vision that keep a university like Texas Tech pushing new 
boundaries of knowledge and discovery.” 
 
Home to more than 1,100 students and industry-leading faculty, the college is a dynamic 
and integral part of the arts community in Lubbock and the greater West Texas area. 
 
“J.T. and Margaret understood the significance of the arts and Texas Tech in this 
community,” said Norton Baker, president of the J.T. & Margaret Talkington Charitable 
Foundation. “The arts and this university were their greatest passions, and they realized 
the inextricable bond between them that makes Lubbock a vibrant community. We are 
proud that J.T. and Margaret’s legacy will be associated with the thriving culture of the 
arts at this great university.” 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
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The college was formed in 2002 and includes the School of Music, the School of Art and 
the School of Theatre & Dance, all of which have made significant contributions to the 
Lubbock and South Plains communities through performances, outreach, arts education 
and introducing artists to the community. Members of the college, including faculty, staff 
and students, are valuable members of many community arts organizations, including the 
Lubbock Symphony Orchestra, Lubbock Community Theatre, the Flatlands Dance 
Company and dozens of church choirs throughout the area. 
 

“We are grateful to J.T. and Margaret Talkington and the Talkington Foundation for their 
generosity and investment in our university for many years,” said Texas Tech University 
President Lawrence Schovanec. “Their contributions not only reinforce the commitment to 
the arts at Texas Tech University but also enhance the success of our students.” 
 
For Dean Noel Zahler, who has been in this position since Sept. 1, the donation and 
renaming demonstrate the college’s momentum as well as the vibrancy of arts education at 
Texas Tech. The kinds of forward-thinking research and academic facilities planned for 
the renovation and expansion of the Maedgen Theatre will create important opportunities 
for the college to deliver the types of facilities expected by top-tier students and faculty. 
 
“Our students have come primarily for the excellence of our faculty, but that can only 
happen for so long,” he said. “Then we have to bite the bullet and realize that a world-
class school has to have world-class facilities, and that’s what we’re trying to build.” 
 
The mainstage and lab theatres will see improvements as part of the planned 
enhancements, which ultimately will impact the entire building. New research and 
teaching spaces will address the lack of dedicated facilities in the existing building, and 
facilities for set and wardrobe construction will see significant upgrades. When complete, 
the renovations will add much-needed academic space and increase the capacity of the 
School of Theatre & Dance to rehearse and producing the kinds of performances that draw 
thousands of patrons from the South Plains community every year. 
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT:  
Noel Zahler, Talkington College of Visual & Performing Arts, (806) 742-0070 or  

noel.zahler@ttu.edu  
Norton Baker, president of the J.T. & Margaret Talkington Charitable  

Foundation board of directors, (806) 792-1014 
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MEDIA: Executive director Gary Morgan, pop culture librarian Rob Weiner and 
Department of Classical and Modern Languages and Literature chairwoman Erin Collopy 
will be available at 10 a.m. Friday (Oct. 28) at the Museum of Texas Tech. Tours of the 
exhibit will be available. 

 
Bad Blood – Or Is It? Exhibit Traces Roots of Legendary Monsters to Infected 

Blood   
In the Blood is a collision of mythology, pop culture and biology research, all of which 

takes place at Texas Tech. 
 
It’s midnight in the countryside. A woman is awakened by a noise coming from her 
balcony. It sounds as if someone is calling to her. Curious, she rises, puts on a robe and, 
grasping both antique door handles, pulls the doors open, then steps back in alarm, a 
scream dying in her throat. 
 
On her balcony, approaching her exposed neck, is a winged creature with razor-sharp 
teeth, hungry for blood.  
 
It also weighs only two ounces and is more afraid of her than she is of it, which explains 
why Bram Stoker made his anti-hero a vampire instead of a vampire bat. Although the 
vampire lives only in legends and literature, its blood-sucking tendencies found life in the 
tiny bat that bears its name. 
  
A new exhibit at the Museum of Texas Tech University looks at the mythology and 
literature surrounding vampires and werewolves, two monsters that have consumed 
humans for centuries. In the Blood: the War Between Vampires and Werewolves goes 
beyond the legends passed down through the years, though. It also looks at the science 
behind their real-life namesakes and how blood has been perceived by people through 
history.  
 
Blood is a common storyline in the exhibit – the vampire and the werewolf infect their 
victims’ blood through a bite, and many real-life blood suckers kill thousands of people 
each year through conveying infectious diseases of the blood. 
 
“We wanted to do an exhibit that would draw on the museum’s collections and plug into 
research happening at the museum and across the university, yet wrap them into a story 
that was a bit different from what museums normally relate – something with a direct link 
to popular culture,” said Gary Morgan, curator of the exhibit and executive director of the 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
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museum. “And suddenly there it was – vampires and werewolves, vampire bats and real 
wolves, and the connection being infected blood.” 
 
The exhibit, which is unique to Texas Tech, stemmed in part from a desire to showcase 
the museum’s resources. Halloween provided an excellent reason to highlight the Natural 
Science Research Laboratory, which holds more than 5 million specimens of all different 
types of animals, including creepy-looking creatures that hold a disturbing place in world 
literature. 
 
In the Blood will walk visitors through the idea vampires and werewolves have been 
embroiled in centuries-old warfare and consider when that story originated. Visitors will 
learn the natural history of vampire bats and wolves, segue into the origins of the 
mythologies about the monsters, then move into Victorian fiction like Stoker’s “Dracula” 
and the modern, pop culture iterations of the monsters. It’s a long way from Dracula to 
Buffy. 
 
Throughout, visitors will get snapshots of Texas Tech research in these areas and research 
about blood and infections of the blood. 
 
“I think the takeaway will be rather different for each visitor,” Morgan said. “Some will be 
most interested in the real-life stories of the bats and wolves. Others will be fascinated by 
how mythology has morphed into popular culture. And others will be surprised by just 
how diverse the research at Texas Tech actually is.” 
 
It sounds intense, but don’t worry – In the Blood will appeal to a wide spectrum of people. 
Even young children will enjoy learning more about their monster models like Count von 
Count, “Monster High” and other cartoon monsters. 
 
In the Blood opens Sunday (Oct. 30) and runs through April. Admission to the museum 
and exhibit are free. Tickets for the Monster Ball on Saturday (Oct. 29) cost $120 each; a 
limited number are still available. For a preview of the exhibit or to plan a visit, go to the 
In the Blood website. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Gary Morgan, executive director, Museum of Texas Tech University, 
(806) 834-2792 or gary.morgan@ttu.edu  
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Disability Awareness Week: Service and Assistance Animals  
The Student Disabilities Services provides information about on-campus interactions 

with working animals and their handlers.  
 
While service and assistance animals are welcome at Texas Tech University, there are 
regulations and rules of etiquette that should be followed not only by handlers, but by 
anyone who may interact with them and their animal. Regulations differ depending on if 
the animal is categorized under service or assistance.  
 
A service animal is a dog that has been individually trained to do work or perform tasks 
for someone who has a physical, sensory, psychiatric, medical, intellectual or other 
mental disability. Service animals are protected under the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) as a public access accommodation and are allowed anywhere the general 
public is allowed.   
 
A person who qualifies for an assistance animal, also known as an emotional support 
animal (ESA), will have a disability for which the animal provides emotional support. 
Assistance animals are not protected under the ADA and therefore are not allowed in 
university buildings. 
 
Assistance animals are protected under the Fair Housing Act as an accommodation 
necessary and appropriate in the person’s dwelling for emotional support. This allows 
them to be inside Texas Tech student housing buildings. While assistance animals are 
most often dogs, they can be other animals, including cats, as long as they comply with 
individual city and county animal ordinances regarding permitted animals.  
 
Students, faculty and staff are more likely to come into contact with service animals as 
they attend classes and events or use campus facilities. Below are some additional tips 
from Student Disabilities Services for interacting with the animals and their handlers. 
 
Do not pet or touch a service dog without asking permission first, even if it seems to 
be at rest.  
You may not always be aware that a service dog is working, and petting or touching a 
dog could distract them or prevent them from assisting their human partner. If the person 
declines your request to interact with the dog, respect their decision.  
 
Speak to the person, not the service dog.  
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Talking to, making eye contact with or whistling to a service dog can cause distractions 
that put the dog and person at risk. Do not call out to the dog or try to give it commands.   
 
Never feed a service dog.  
It may be on a special diet and is most likely on a feeding schedule. In addition to 
distracting the dog, giving treats to a service dog can change their behavior in places like 
restaurants and stores and can strain the relationship between the dog and its person. 
 
Do not make assumptions about a person’s intelligence, feelings or capabilities.  
Ask before trying to help – do not just grab a harness or leash. Be aware that while a 
service dog must be tethered at all times, not all service dogs wear a special vest or 
harness and federal regulations do not require the person to provide documented proof of 
their disability or the dog’s training. A person’s medical history is private. The only 
questions that can be asked are: 

• Do you have the dog because of a disability? 
• What is it trained to do?  

The service animal is trained to do a specific task or function. This must be an active 
task, not a passive function like keeping someone company.   
 
Don’t be afraid of the dog.  
Service dogs are bred and trained for the work they do. Though they can be different 
sizes and breeds, all dogs go through several stages of training and are tested to ensure 
they meet behavioral and physical requirements before being matched with their person.  
 
For more information about these animals, visit the Student Disabilities Services website.  
 
CONTACT: Tamara Mancini, senior assistant director, Student Disability Services, 
Texas Tech University,  (806) 742-2405 tamara.mancini@ttu.edu  
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Language & Culture Day Puts Rest of the World on Display 
High school students will participate in language and culture competitions. 

 
WHAT: The Texas Tech University Department of Classical & Modern Languages 

& Literatures presents Language & Culture Day. 
 
 Foreign language clubs will display items from the countries they 

represent. More than 100 high school students have been invited to 
participate in language and culture competitions based on verbal, art and 
cultural presentations starting at 9 a.m. 

   
WHEN: 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday (Oct. 28) 
 
WHERE: Foreign Languages building 
 
DETAILS: Parking will be available in the service vehicle lot east of the Charles E. 

Maedgen Jr. Theatre. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: David Villarreal, Language Laboratory & Research Center director, 
Department of Classical & Modern Languages & Literatures, College of Arts & 
Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0091 or david.villarreal@ttu.edu  
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Texas Tech Earns Spot Among Top 50 Best Value Graduate Schools 
Value Colleges recommends accredited and reputable institutions based on  

reputation, cost and return on investment.  
 
The Texas Tech University Graduate School has been named one of the best values for 
prospective students in 2017. Value Colleges ranks the program as 17th on its list of the 
Top 50 Best Value Graduate Schools.  
      
“Graduate education plays a critical role in the workforce strategy of the United States,” 
said Graduate School Dean Mark Sheridan. “It is essential for innovation in all fields of 
endeavor, from the arts and humanities to science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics.” 
 
Value Colleges reviews accredited colleges and universities for high graduation rates, a 
large number of graduate programs and a high Carnegie classification. Rankings are then 
based on the institution’s reputation, the total cost of annual average tuition and fees for 
graduate students and the students’ return on investment based on mid-career salary data.  
     
Texas Tech is one of only 81 public universities designated as a Carnegie Tier One 
institution. The Graduate School offers more than 100 master’s degrees, 60 doctoral 
degrees and more than 50 graduate certificate programs. Students have access to 65 
specialized research centers and the Graduate Center, which provides professional and 
career development and academic support activities as well as a 24-hour collaborative 
space for studying and networking by students of all disciplines. 
 
“Graduate degree holders bring increased value to the workforce and to society through 
their specialized knowledge and problem-solving ability,” Sheridan said. “We are proud 
to be able to provide our students with top-notch research opportunities while preparing 
them for the workforce at an affordable rate.” 
 
For the full list of rankings, visit the Value Colleges website.  
 
For more information about the Graduate School, visit the website. 
 
CONTACT: Kim Cappillino, senior director of admissions, recruitment and 
marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3374 or kim.cappillino@ttu.edu  
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Texas Tech SACNAS Chapter Receives National Award for Community Outreach 
The organization promotes the success of Chicanos, Hispanics and Native Americans  

in science, technology, engineering and math.  
 
The Texas Tech University chapter of the Society for the Advancement of Chicanos/Hispanics 
and Native Americans in Science (SACNAS) was recognized this month at the organization’s 
annual National Diversity in STEM Conference in Long Beach, California. 
 
One of 115 student chapters across the country, the Texas Tech chapter received the Outstanding 
Community Outreach award for its efforts during the 2015-16 school year.  
 
“The SACNAS chapter leaders have worked hard to serve their fellow STEM students here at 
Texas Tech and reach out to community college students at South Plains College,” said 
SACNAS faculty adviser Jaclyn Cañas-Carrell. “They are highly deserving of this award. I am 
proud to be associated with this great student organization and hope more students will join.” 
 
It is the sixth consecutive year the chapter has received recognition at the national conference. 
Past awards include three professional development role model awards, one chapter 
sustainability award, one for contributions to the SACNAS mission in student recruitment and 
faculty involvement and last year’s Outstanding Chapter of the Year award. 
 
“As always, we strive to set and reach new milestones,” said Christopher Ponce, 2015-16 chapter 
president. “This year, we hope to receive an award in a new category and will be expanding our 
focus to hopefully continue our success streak.”  
 
SACNAS is the largest multicultural and multidisciplinary science, technology, engineering and 
math diversity organization in the country. The inclusive organization is dedicated to fostering 
the success of Chicanos, Hispanics and Native Americans in obtaining advanced degrees, careers 
and positions of leadership in STEM fields. 
 
“SACNAS is doing its part in developing future scientists who will lead the way towards new 
and innovative research,” Ponce said. 
 
The community outreach award was based on activities and efforts by chapter members that 
showed collaboration with other groups and organizations, participation and networking, a 
community service impact and a reflection of the SACNAS mission. Projects included 
everything from handing out free Jimmy John’s sandwiches to students studying in the library to 
assisting with summer learning camps for Lubbock children at Texas Tech.  
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“The chapter focused on reaching out to our community with the hope of encouraging kids, high 
school students and adults to invest some of their time learning about STEM fields,” Ponce said. 
 
Through their work with UpwardBound, a program that prepares first-generation high school 
students for college, SACNAS members were able to act as mentors and tutors and encourage 
the students to continue towards the goal of higher education.  
 
“Our SACNAS chapter is an important part of the Texas Tech and Lubbock communities 
because we provide underrepresented minorities opportunities to excel in STEM related fields,” 
said current chapter president Samantha Soto. “By providing resources to these students, we will 
be able to increase the development of minorities in professional fields.” 
 
Other events included outreach campaigns at the South Plains Regional Science and Engineering 
Fair in February, the on-campus Native American Celebration in April, the Community College 
STEM Day and the Plains Bridges to Baccalaureate Program. Chapter members also participated 
in the César E. Chávez March and Celebration, the Burkhart Walk for Autism Awareness, the 
Cinco de Mayo Parade, Arbor Day and the Lions Club Pancake Festival.  
 
Volunteering at the Vamos a Pescar, Let’s Go Fishing community event allowed chapter 
members to interact with children at the event held annually at Buddy Holly Lake. Members also 
participated in the Burkhart Center for Autism Education & Research Parents’ Night Out, which 
gave parents of autistic children a night of free time and relaxation. 
 
“SACNAS is a very important part of the Texas Tech and Lubbock communities because it is a 
chapter that consists of dedicated, hardworking, passionate, caring and inspiring undergraduate 
and graduate researchers from across the country, each with their own story and background,” 
Ponce said. “Being recognized at the national level strengthens our mission and efforts to shine 
interest in STEM education and research.”  
 
For more information about 2016 SACNAS National Diversity in STEM Conference, visit 
the website.  
 
For more information about the Texas Tech SACNAS chapter, visit their website. 
 
CONTACT: Jaclyn Cañas-Carrell, graduate adviser and associate professor, Department 
of Environmental Toxicology, The Institute of Environmental and Human Health, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 834-6217 or jaclyn.e.canas@ttu.edu 
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Texas Tech to Host Family-Friendly Halloween Events 
Departments and organizations prepare different events to celebrate Halloween. 

 
Different departments and organizations will host Halloween events for campus and the 
Lubbock communities. 
 
Safe Treat 

• 6-8 p.m. Wednesday (Oct. 26) 
• Hosted by the Residence Hall Association and the Texas Tech University residence 

halls 
• Anyone in the community can come trick-or-treating around most Texas Tech 

residence halls. There will be “Boo Buses” available to transport people around 
campus. Parking is available in any Z residence hall lot from 5:45-8:15 p.m. 

Contact: Craig Kuehnert (806) 742-2661 or craig.kuehnert@ttu.edu  
 
Tech-or-Treat 

• 6-8 p.m. Wednesday (Oct. 26) 
• Hosted by Student Union and Activities 
• Student Union Building 
• Tech or Treat is a safe alternative to trick-or-treating. It is hosted by Texas Tech 

student organizations, Greek life and campus departments. The parking for Safe 
Treat will also be available for Tech or Treat. 

Contact: Claire Maginness (806) 742-4708 or claire.maginness@ttu.edu  
 
Trick or Treat Parade 

• 3:30 p.m. Friday (Oct. 28) 
• Hosted by the Child Research Development Center 
• The trick-or-treating will take place around the President’s and the Chancellor’s 

offices at the Administration Building. Afterward, there will be booths and games 
at the playground of the CRDC. This event is for the families of children enrolled 
at the CRDC. 

Contact: Marjie Collins (806) 834-7720 or marjie.collins@ttu.edu  
 
Día de los Muertos Procession 

• 5:30-9:30 p.m. Friday (Oct. 28) 
• Hosted by the International Cultural Center 
Stops for the procession: 
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5:30-7 p.m. International Cultural Center 
Themed artwork by Future Akins, Penelope Bisbee, David Bondt, Ed Check, Dan 
English, Valerie Hill, Ginny Mahan, Pat Maines, June Musick, Jan Pate, Shannon 
Samson, Letita Simpson and Hutchinson Middle School students. The West Gallery 
will feature artists Annalee Schubert and Ellen Stanley. There will be mariachi music 
in the Hall of Nations. There will be Strolling Catrinas and drummers from the School 
of Music. Attendees can make flores de papel, get their faces painted and decorate 
sugar skulls while there. 
6:30-7:30 p.m. School of Art 
Landmark Arts presents an Ofrenda by Carolina Arellanos, graduate student in 
memory of all those who have died from gun violence in 2016. There also will be a 
GUN SHOW! exhibit about campus carry, a collection of artwork from 10 different 
artists in the Landmark Gallery. 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Louise Hopkins Underwood Center for the Arts at The Icehouse 
There will be artwork from Lubbock High School and Hutchinson Middle School 
students and a performance by El Ballet Folklorico Nuestra Herencia. Refreshments 
will be served. 
6:30-9:30 p.m. Buddy Holly Center 
The Fine Arts Gallery will feature Celebraciόn, an annual exhibition of artwork that 
explores the meaning and history of Día de los Muertos. There will be a fajita buffet 
and Juan y Sus Favoritos will perform live in the Meadows Courtyard. There will be a 
cash bar and various free children’s activities. 
Contact: Jane Bell (806) 745-3667 or jane.bell@ttu.edu  

 
Halloween Carnival 

• Noon-3 p.m. Saturday (Oct. 29) 
• Hosted by Phi Alpha Delta at the Texas Tech School of Law Forum 
• There will be games, trick-or-treating and other activities for families. The event is 

open to the public. 
Contact: Sarah Salazar (806) 834-5074 or sarah.e.salazar@ttu.edu  

 
Hauntcert and Instrument Petting Zoo 

• 5:45-6:50 p.m. Sunday (Oct. 30) with the concert beginning at 7 p.m.  
• Hosted by the School of Music and University Symphony Orchestra 
• School of Music Choir Hall Room 001 and Hemmle Recital Hall 
• The instrument petting zoo in the School of Music is a chance for the community 

to approach orchestra students and touch or attempt to play their instruments. The 
Hauntcert is a special Halloween concert by the University Symphony Orchestra. 
There also will be a creative costume contest in the lobby of Hemmle Hall and the 
two winners will conduct the closing numbers. 

Contact: Benjamin Robinette (806) 834-8214 or benjamin.robinette@ttu.edu  
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter.  
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Texas Tech University Breaks Ground on Campus in Costa Rica 
Costa Rican and Texas Tech University officials gathered 

Monday in San Jose for the groundbreaking ceremony. 
 
The newest groundbreaking for Texas Tech University was lacking the typical West Texas 
backdrop. 
 
Instead, a volcano surrounded by the jungle was off in the distance as university officials 
joined with Costa Rican officials to break ground on the Texas Tech University Costa 
Rica campus, the university’s first international campus that will allow students to earn 
degrees from an accredited U.S. university. The ceremony marked another step on Texas 
Tech’s path to extending its global presence.  
 
“We are delighted Texas Tech University has selected Costa Rica as the site to open a 
campus for students in the region,” said Costa Rican President Luis Guillermo Solís in a 
released statement. “This represents a recognition of the political and economic stability, 
and a reputation in the field of education, with prestigious academic centers with national 
recognition.” 
 
Ana Helena Chacon Echeverria, Costa Rica’s second vice-president; Alexander Mora, 
Costa Rica’s minister of foreign trade; Jorge Sequeira, managing director of Costa Rica’s 
Investment Promotion Agency; Robin Matthewman, deputy chief of mission for the U.S. 
Embassy in San Jose; and Texas Tech University representatives spoke at the 
groundbreaking. 
 
The Texas Tech University System Board of Regents approved the expansion to Costa 
Rica in August. The campus in San Jose will offer students in Central America an 
opportunity to earn undergraduate or graduate degrees. Programs will be offered by the 
Rawls College of Business Administration, Whitacre College of Engineering, College of 
Arts and Sciences and the Department of Hospitality and Retail Management within the 
College of Human Sciences. All courses will be taught in English. 
 
Texas Tech University President Lawrence Schovanec, Texas Tech University System 
Chancellor Robert Duncan, Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center President Dr. 
Tedd L. Mitchell and regent Tim Lancaster attended the groundbreaking ceremony. The 
day’s events also included meetings with industry and business leaders to discuss strategic 
trends and education needs. 
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“The groundbreaking represents the culmination of two years of cooperation and planning 
and also provides a great sense of excitement about the possibilities of what can be 
achieved through our partnership in Costa Rica,” Schovanec said. “We recognize the 
benefits that Texas Tech University Costa Rica will bring to our students by preparing 
them for an increasingly diverse and globally competitive workplace. In addition, our 
location in San Jose is especially rich in opportunities for collaboration between our 
faculty and industrial partners.” 
 
The Texas Tech University Costa Rica University Plaza will be located in the capital city 
of San Jose and represents the first of three phases. Phase I will consist of classrooms, 
laboratories, a library and media center, administrative offices, an amphitheater and 
student services. 
 
Construction on the 10,000-square foot Plaza facility is expected to begin in December 
with the first class of students scheduled for enrollment in spring 2018. Texas Tech 
University Costa Rica will be self-sustaining and self-supported through revenue 
generated by student enrollment and revenues collected from Promerica Group, a highly 
reputable multinational conglomerate of companies operating throughout Central and 
Latin America. 
 
“In Promerica, we believe the future of Costa Rica and Central America requires vision, 
leadership and 21st-century skills in order to take our region to the next level,” John Keith, 
director of Promerica Group, said at the official signing in August. “The Texas Tech 
campus in Costa Rica will be a catalyst for progress, development and innovation. U.S. 
higher education engaging in Latin America can have a significant impact on the future 
growth of our emerging economies. We see Texas Tech as a leader in this regard and we 
are proud to be their partner.” 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications and 
Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136 or chris.cook@ttu.edu  
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College of Arts & Sciences Kicks Off ‘Unmasking Innovation’ Campaign 
Donors are needed to help advance the college’s future. 

 
The Texas Tech University College of Arts & Sciences is kicking off its new campaign, 
Unmasking Innovation, to advance its vision for the future. 
 
The initiative will allow the college to remain nationally and internationally recognized as 
a college that embodies the characteristics of a premier university: emphasizing research, 
scholarship and creative activity, undergraduate and graduate education, entrepreneurship 
and leadership in the humanities, social sciences, life and physical sciences to benefit West 
Texas, the state and the nation.  
 
“This campaign is critical for the College of Arts & Sciences as we look to meet the 
demands of a growing student population and for our role in helping Texas Tech grow its 
research reputation on the national and international level,” said dean W. Brent Lindquist. 
“It is imperative that we attract the top students and faculty in our state and region, but in 
order to do that we have to raise scholarship and fellowship funds while also improving 
our aging infrastructure. The five areas we have outlined in this campaign are significant 
and will play a critical role in our future success.” 
 
Unmasking Innovation focuses on five major areas: 
• Attract and retain top faculty 

o The college has created endowed chair and program directorships, endowed 
professorships, endowed associate professorships and endowed assistant 
professorships.  

• Enhance critical infrastructure 
o State-of-the-art research and discovery requires state-of-the-art facilities and 

equipment that federal grants will not fund for newly hired faculty or without 
university matching funds. 

• Recruit high-potential students 
o The college is currently able to offer financial assistance to only about 30 

percent of its more than 10,000 students, which limits its ability to recruit the 
top students in Texas and the nation.  

• Enhance undergraduate educational experience through research 
o Undergraduates bring fresh approaches and insights that the college and 

university can take advantage of, if research opportunities are extended to 
them. 

• Grow the Dean’s Fund for Excellence 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
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o Many of the college’s expenses are not covered by state funding or tuition, 
such as student recruitment activities, one-on-one advising and student success 
initiatives; academic conferences; equipment purchases; and research centers in 
the humanities and social sciences. 

 
“It’s certainly overdue,” said Dick Brooks, president of the Arts & Sciences Dean’s Circle 
and a former Texas Tech University System regent. “It’s the largest college in the 
university; we probably should have been doing this a long time ago and really focusing 
on these things. We have all these prize-winning graduates out there who love this 
university and love this college and probably have not been asked to contribute to the 
College of Arts & Sciences.”  
 
As recently as the 1980s, the state of Texas still contributed nearly half of the university’s 
budget. Today, the state contribution is 29.9 percent. The difference is made up by 
increased tuition and fees, grants and philanthropic support. 
 
“I think it’s good we’re working to grow the donor base and get more involved,” said 
alumna Heather Anderson, a member of the Dean’s Circle who now works for 
ExxonMobil. “My involvement with Texas Tech didn’t stop when I graduated, and I’d like 
to see more of that. I believe we’re called to give. The university has given so much to me. 
When you take that step from student to professional, you should give back to the 
university that’s given so much to you.” 
 
See a video about the campaign here. 
 
About the College of Arts & Sciences 
The College of Arts & Sciences is the largest college at Texas Tech. It has more than 
8,750 undergraduates and 1,300 graduate students enrolled in 78 degree programs in 15 
departments. The 530 faculty members teach more than 1,200 courses each year. Arts & 
Sciences alumni go on to become innovators in disciplines including law, health, social 
services and medicine, industry, commercial development, commerce, government and 
public administration, academia and research laboratories. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Blayne Beal, director, College of Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-8897 or blayne.beal@ttu.edu  
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Texas Tech Student Part of Delegation Visiting White House 
Amy Olivarez serves as the social media director  

for KTXT-FM, the Texas Tech radio station. 
 
A Texas Tech University student is as part of a college radio delegation visiting the 
White House today (Oct. 27). 
 
Amy Olivarez, a senior electronic media and communications major from Lubbock, is 
representing Texas Tech and radio station KTXT-FM as part of an 18-member delegation 
of students from across the country to meet with White House officials and discuss 
college radio. 
 
The college radio delegation will be credentialed members of the White House press 
corps and interview President Barack Obama’s top domestic policy advisers about 
college affordability as well as other issues of interest to students. The students may also 
have the opportunity to interview other high-ranking officials about the importance of 
college radio. 
 
“I think it speaks well for the university,” said Derrick Ginter, manager of KTXT-FM. 
“And it speaks very highly of the radio station. I firmly believe college radio still matters 
and this is a classic example of that. Amy is also an example of the caliber of students 
that we are producing. I wish I had a lot more like her.” 
 
The visit comes in anticipation of the upcoming College Radio Day on Nov. 4, when 
college radio stations across the country will unite and use the day to promote the 
benefits, opportunities and importance of college radio in the 21st Century. 
 
Olivarez works at KTXT-FM as the station’s social media director. She was invited by 
Rob Quicke, College Radio Day founder, to serve on the national board to help promote 
College Radio Day via its social media platforms. 
 
Ginter said Olivarez caught Quicke’s eye during a convention last year in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, where Olivarez gave a presentation on how stations can use College Radio 
Day as a promotional tool. Quicke immediately asked Olivarez to help him promote 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.ktxtfm.org/raider/


College Radio Day on the national level, eventually earning the invitation to the White 
House. 
 
For more information on College Radio Day, go to its website. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Derrick Ginter, general manager, KTXT-FM, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 834-2057 or derrick.ginter@ttu.edu 
 
 

http://www.collegeradio.org/college-radio-day/
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Climate Science Center Hosting Second Interdisciplinary Seminar Series Panel of the 

Fall 
The panel discussion will focus on the relationship between communication and climate 

science. 
 
WHAT: Texas Tech University Climate Science Center Interdisciplinary Seminar 

Series panel discussion. 
 

This panel discussion, hosted by the Texas Tech Climate Science Center, 
will feature three expert panelists from various disciplines who will 
discuss the relationship between climate science and communication. 

  
Featured panelists are Chris Cook, director of the Office of 
Communications and Marketing; Melanie Sarge, an assistant professor of 
advertising in the College of Media & Communication; and Ron Roberts, 
chief meteorologist for KAMC-TV in Lubbock. 

 
 The panel discussion is free and open to the public but seating is limited. 
 
WHEN: Noon Tuesday (Nov. 1) 
 
WHERE: Experimental Sciences Building, Room 120 
  
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Jennifer Vanos, assistant professor, Department of Geosciences, 
College of Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3319 or 
jennifer.vanos@ttu.edu 
 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
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Institutional Diversity Launches Latino Lecture Series  
Award-winning journalist Maria Hinojosa will deliver the inaugural lecture of the series. 

 
WHAT: Texas Tech University will host award-winning news anchor and reporter 

Maria Hinojosa as the first speaker of the Latino Lecture Series. Hinojosa 
will deliver one lecture for students and another for the general public and 
will speak about Latino agency, cultural awareness and the power of 
multiplatform media in promoting Latino issues.  

 
 The new lecture series serves to raise awareness and inform on issues that 

affect Latinos. It is supported by the Division of Institutional Diversity, 
Equity and Community Engagement, the Texas Association of Chicanos 
in Higher Education, Raiders Rojos and the Latino/Hispanic Faculty and 
Staff Association.   

 
 Admission to the lectures is free.   
   
WHEN: Tuesday (Nov. 1) 
 Student Lecture: 3 p.m.  
 Public Lecture: 6:30 p.m.  
 
WHERE: Red Raider Lounge, Student Union Building 
 
WHO: Maria Hinojosa’s nearly 30-year history in journalism includes reporting 

for PBS, CBS, WNBC, CNN, NPR, Frontline and CBS Radio. She served 
as host on the Emmy Award-winning talk show “Maria Hinojosa: One-on-
One” and has received numerous awards, including the Edward R. 
Murrow Award and the Ruben Salazar Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 
 Hinojosa helped launch “Latino USA,” one of the first public radio 

programs that focuses on the Latino community, in 1992 and has served as 
host since then. In 2010, she created the Futuro Media Group, an 
independent, nonprofit organization that uses multimedia journalism to 
explore and give a voice to the diversity of the American experience.  

  
 She currently serves as the Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz Chair of Latin 

American and Latino Studies at DePaul University in Chicago.  

mailto:amanda.castro-crist@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/
http://www.tturaidersrojos.org/


  
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Miguel A. Levario, associate professor of U.S. history and borderlands, 
Department of History, Texas Tech University, 806-834-8096 or 
miguel.levario@ttu.edu  
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John T. Montford to Deliver December Commencement Address 
Montford was the first chancellor of the Texas Tech University System. 

 
John T. Montford, former member of the Texas Senate and the first chancellor of 
the Texas Tech University System (TTUS), will deliver the Texas Tech University 
commencement address at the December 2016 ceremonies. 
  
Montford was named as the first chancellor when the TTUS was created in 1996 and 
served in that role five years. Under his leadership, the system embarked on its first 
capital campaign, a successful $300 million fundraising effort that ultimately yielded 
more than $500 million to support Texas Tech University and the Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center, the system’s two component institutions at the time. 
 
“This year we are celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Texas Tech University System, 
and that wouldn’t be possible without the founding vision and leadership of our Board of 
Regents and John Montford,” Robert Duncan, TTUS chancellor, said. “John has been a 
champion for higher education and Texas Tech and is a true statesman for Texas and our 
region. I am honored to call him a mentor and friend, to have followed in his footsteps in 
the Senate and to build upon the legacy he started in 1996 at the Texas Tech University 
System.” 
 
Montford has held a variety of leadership positions in industry, academia and 
government. 
 
“John Montford had a vision for the Texas Tech University System, and through his 
efforts in those early years, that vision quickly became reality,” said Lawrence 
Schovanec, Texas Tech University president. “His leadership and dedication to higher 
education, combined with his experience as a state senator, resonate throughout the 
system institutions today. It is a special honor for our graduates that he has graciously 
agreed to deliver this year’s commencement address.” 
  
As a member of the Texas Senate from 1983 to 1996, Montford served as chairman of the 
Senate State Affairs Committee, chairman of the Senate Finance Committee and as 
president pro tem.  In 1996 he was named as president, external affairs for Southwestern 
Bell Telephone Company, followed by becoming senior vice president for SBC 
Communications. After the merger of SBC and AT&T, he became president, AT&T 
Services for of the Western Region of the United States. Following the restructuring of 

http://www.texastech.edu/


General Motors in 2010, he headed GM’s Global Public Policy covering some 122 
countries. He also served as a member of the GM Executive Committee and chaired the 
GM Foundation. 
 
Montford has served on a number of boards for public and private companies, charitable 
and nonprofit organizations. He was a cofounder and former board chairman of the Dolph 
and Janey Briscoe Museum of Western Art in San Antonio. He is also a former board 
chairman of the San Antonio Chamber of Commerce and the San Antonio Economic 
Development Foundation. He serves as a member of the Board of Directors for 
Southwest Airlines, where he chairs the board’s audit committee. Currently, he is 
president and chief executive officer of JTM Consulting, LLC, a governmental relations 
advisory firm. 
 
Recently, Montford co-authored a book entitled “Board Games: Straight Talk for New 
Directors and Good Governance” published by Praeger, ABC-CLIO. In the book, listed 
as a “best-seller” in the corporate governance category by Amazon, Montford provides 
guidance for future business leaders who serve as corporate directors, warns of pitfalls 
and crises and draws from his many years of experience in business, academia and 
government. 
  
Montford is a veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps and served on active duty as a Judge 
Advocate. He is a graduate of the University of Texas and University of Texas School of 
Law. He also was the elected District Attorney of Lubbock County before being elected 
to the Texas Senate. His wife, Debbie, is a member of the TTUS Board of Regents. The 
Montfords have been married for 42 years and have three children and five 
grandchildren. 
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Texas Public Policy Foundation Armstrong Director to Speak at Texas Tech 
Kathleen Hartnett White is an author whose work has appeared in numerous publications. 
 
WHAT: Kathleen Hartnett White, the distinguished senior fellow and director of 

the Armstrong Center for Energy and the Environment at the Texas Public 
Policy Foundation, will speak as part of the Texas Tech University School 
of Law Energy Law Lecture Series. 

 
WHEN: Noon Monday (Oct. 31) 
 
WHERE: Lanier Auditorium, Texas Tech University School of Law, 1802 Hartford 

Ave. 
  
EVENT: Kathleen Hartnett White is an accomplished author and director of the 

Armstrong Center for Energy and the Environment at the Texas Public 
Policy Foundation, where she directs research and policy on energy, 
climate change, air quality, water quality and water rights, waste and 
endangered species. 

 
 After receiving her bachelor’s and master’s degrees at Stanford, she 

studied law at Texas Tech under the Lineberry Fellowship. 
 
 She recently co-authored a book with Steve Moore titled “Fueling 

Freedom: Exposing the Mad War on Energy.” She also has contributed to 
publications such as The Hill, National Review, Forbes and the 
Washington Examiner. 

 
 Hartnett White is the former chairwoman and commissioner of the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality (2001-07), the second largest 
environmental agency in the world after the Environmental Protection 
Agency. She has served on the Texas Water Development Board, the 
Texas Economic Development Commission, the Lower Colorado River 
Authority and the Journal of Regulatory Science. 

 
Those attending the event are eligible for one hour of Continuing Legal 
Education (CLE) credit. Contact Erica Lux at erica.lux@ttu.edu for 
details. 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
mailto:erica.lux@ttu.edu


 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Sarah Salazar, director of communications, School of Law, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-5074 or sarah.e.salazar@ttu.edu 
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Knock to Speak on Presidential Politics and Foreign Policy 
The Department of History will host a speaker on the life of Sen. George McGovern. 

 
WHAT: Speaker Thomas Knock will present “Presidential Politics and Foreign 

Policy: The Life and Times of Sen. George McGovern.” 
 
 The lecture is free and open to the public. A question-and-answer session 

with Knock will follow the talk. 
 
 Knock is the author of “The Rise of a Prairie Statesman: The Life and 

Times of George McGovern” and “To End All Wars: Woodrow Wilson 
and the Quest for a New World Order.” He is the Altshuler Distinguished 
Teaching Professor at Southern Methodist University.  

 
 Sen. George McGovern, a Democrat from South Dakota, was one of the 

most outspoken critics of U.S. involvement in Vietnam. He ran as the 
Democratic Party’s presidential candidate against President Richard Nixon 
in 1972. 

 
 The talk is sponsored by the Texas Tech University Department of 

History, the Texas Tech Institute for Peace and Conflict and Tech Student 
Democrats. 

   
WHEN: 6-7:30 p.m. Thursday (Nov. 3) 
 
WHERE: International Cultural Center auditorium, 601 Indiana Ave. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Justin Hart, associate professor and associate chair, Department of 
History, College of Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech University, justin.hart@ttu.edu  

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/history/
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This New Technology Could Prevent a Leading Cause of Death  
A recent development from Texas Tech University researchers can detect sepsis  

earlier, giving doctors time to treat the often-fatal infection response. 
 
What do Casey Kasem, Christopher Reeve and Muhammad Ali have in common? They all 
died of sepsis: a rapid, potentially deadly reaction that affects about 1 million Americans 
each year. 
 
In the medical community, sepsis can be a scary word. It means the body’s own immune 
system is going into overdrive trying to kill a blood-borne bacterial infection. It’s an easily 
treated condition, but if left untreated can kill a person in two days. 
 
The even scarier part? Normal methods of detecting sepsis take at least that long. 
 
But researchers in the Texas Tech University Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry 
have found a new way to significantly reduce that detection time, giving medical 
professionals a greater window of time in which to treat the patient. 
 
“Normally when you detect sepsis, you do it through bacterial culture; that takes two days 
on the short end to 15 days on the long end,” said Dimitri Pappas, an associate professor of 
chemistry. “Most people die of sepsis at two days. The detection currently is on the exact 
same time scale as mortality, so we’re trying to speed that up. 
 
“Instead of the bacteria, we’re looking at the body’s immune response to those bacteria, 
because that’s what you really care about. The bacteria cause the infection, but it’s the 
body’s response that causes sepsis.” 
 
Working in a field known as microfluidics, Pappas and graduate student Ye Zhang 
recently filed a provisional patent for a tiny glass-and-plastic chip that can confirm a 
sepsis diagnosis in just four hours. 
 
“With early diagnosis, appropriate treatments can be conducted in time and sepsis 
progression can be controlled,” Zhang said. “Many lives can be saved with this project by 
shortening diagnosis time and speeding up intervention time.” 
 
In a nutshell, sepsis is a runaway immune response, wherein the body’s act of saving itself 
can actually be lethal. It begins with what’s called systemic inflammatory response 
syndrome – that’s the body ramping up the immune system to fight the bacteria. From 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/chemistry/
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there, it progresses into sepsis and eventually septic shock, in which blood pressure 
plummets, organs fail and eventually the patient dies. 
 
“It is estimated there are 1 million new cases of sepsis in hospitalized patients per year in 
the United States,” said Dr. John Griswold, professor and chair emeritus in the Department 
of Surgery at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center. “Sepsis is the leading 
cause of death in intensive care units in the United States, and patients with the diagnosis 
of sepsis have a minimum of a 30 percent chance of dying of their disease; if their vital 
organ systems – brain, heart, lungs, liver, kidneys – are affected, they have a 70 percent 
chance of dying. The elderly have the highest rate and, in some studies, death is over 85 
percent in those over the age of 75.” 
 
In addition to mortality, sepsis can result in amputation of limbs or prolonged 
hospitalization. Griswold said it’s considered one of the most costly diseases in health 
care, amounting to a staggering $22 billion to $25 billion each year, a cost that’s 
increasing by 11 to 12 percent each year.  
 
“The way they treat sepsis right now is through a massive antibiotic administration,” 
Pappas said. “That’s good, actually, but if you do it prophylactically and when it’s not 
needed, you’re basically helping create drug-resistant bacteria. So there’s a need to detect 
sepsis and to treat it but not to over treat it as well, because over treating it leads to 
additional problems.” 
 
The chips are designed to look for the activation of certain white blood cells, which would 
indicate the immune system was going to work to fight the infection. The chip requires 
less than a drop of blood for an accurate test, so doctors can test multiple times to 
determine the occurrence of sepsis as well as retest periodically after administering 
antibiotics to make sure the body’s response is returning to normal.  
 
At this point, all testing has been done with the help of stem cells. Because of the chip’s 
success, the next step is to test with human blood. And thanks to a collaboration with 
Griswold and the Health Sciences Center, Pappas will start enrolling patients in 
November. 
 
“Through the ingenuity and creativity of our faculty, a solution to this problem is now 
within grasp,” said Guy Loneragan, interim vice president for research. “This ingenious 
discovery illustrates the value to society of the continued commitment of Texas Tech to 
encourage and celebrate intellectual curiosity in research and scholarship. This discovery 
can transform medical care and, in time, could save countless lives.” 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Dimitri Pappas, associate professor, Department of Chemistry & 
Biochemistry, College of Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1103 or 
d.pappas@ttu.edu  
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Can Therapy Dogs Assist in Motivating Children on the Autism Spectrum? 
Research by a Texas Tech University behavioral analyst who works with therapy dogs 

suggests using canines as a reward for completed tasks could be useful. 
By George Watson 

 
Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is one of the most widely and deeply researched topics in 
child development as researchers constantly look for answers into not only its cause but the 
best way to treat the problematic symptoms of the disorder once diagnosed. 
 
Effects of the various types of ASD include deficits in social communication and 
interaction, repetitive or restricted behavior, sensory issues and cognitive delays. These 
traits prevent children on the spectrum from performing or completing tasks in the same 
timeliness or fashion as other children. 
 
Often, in order to get children with ASD to complete tasks, a reward-based system is 
implemented, where the child is given a toy or some other form of reward. But the offer of 
a reward doesn’t always guarantee completion of the task. 
 
One Texas Tech University researcher is part of a team taking a unique look at this system 
by providing access to therapy dogs as the reward, allowing students who complete certain 
academic tasks to spend time with the pooch, with the hope that potential interaction 
further motivates them to complete those tasks. 
 
“It is a reward-based program,” said Alexandra Protopopova, a behavioral analyst and 
assistant professor in companion animal science in the Department of Animal & Food 
Sciences. “There is a second component to it, however, in that dogs, just by being dogs, 
may alleviate stress. Potentially, the dogs create a more pleasant environment and offer 
emotional support during academic sessions.” 
 
“So, by mediating that stress level, the dogs may improve learning and potentially improve 
other outcomes as well as being a reward for the child ruing work.” 
 
Protopopova is an expert in behavior issues with dogs across a wide array of subjects, from 
interaction with children with ASD to analyzing what behaviors are more attractive for 
potential adopters and ways to bring those behaviors out to improve adoption rates. 
 
But she said the methods and philosophies of how behavior works in animals is, at the 
core, the same as it is in children, and it is that connection that made this current research 
both attractive and interesting. 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/afs/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/afs/


“With an iPad or toy as a reward, a child might become bored over time,” Protopopova 
said. “With a dog you might see the exact opposite situation over time where the child 
grows attached to the dog and the quality of the reward grows as well.” 
 
Emotional interaction 
Upon arriving at Texas Tech, Protopopova had a colleague in the College of Education, 
professor Jeanne Donaldson, who is now at Louisiana State University, and wanted to 
immediately connect the college and the Burkhart Center for Autism Education and 
Research with the Department of Animal & Food Sciences. The most natural way to make 
that connection, she said was to incorporate therapy dogs with the research being done 
involving applied behavior analysis in children with disabilities. 
 
“Social behavior and social interaction has been an often neglected component of these 
kinds of programs,” Protopopova said, “and that is something researchers have attempted 
to improve, that social behavior and communication. There is some evidence that dogs or 
animals in general occasionally could bring out that social connection. That part of the 
research is definitely attractive to us.”  
 
Measuring the effectiveness of using therapy dogs as a reward for academic performance 
in children with ASD was performed in two areas. The first was done biologically; stress 
responses were detected through the collection of saliva. Breanna Harris, a research 
assistant professor in the Department of Biological Sciences, used salivary cortisol, a stress 
hormone, to determine a student’s stress level in regard to anticipating interaction with the 
dog. 
 
The second aspect of measuring effectiveness was done by observing the rate of work in 
the children and how motivated the children were to engage in academic tasks. Each child 
was given an individual task based on his or her education level, so those tasks involved 
the same things they were learning in school at the time or what parents had indicated the 
child needed extra help with. 
 
A control condition was created where there were not rewards and children received praise 
only for engaging in academic tasks. A second control group saw children work toward 
receiving inanimate leisure items such as iPads or toys, which Protopopova said have been 
proven through prior research to be effective motivational tactics. 
 
Two other control conditions involved the therapy dogs. One condition involved the dogs 
being used as a reward for work performed and would be present only after that work was 
completed. The second condition was what Protopopova termed more of the typical animal 
assisted intervention where the dog was continuously present in the room. 
 
The conditions where there was no reward at all and where the dog was constantly around 
proved to be the most ineffective methods of motivation, researchers found. The two 
conditions where there were rewards provided upon completion of the work were the most 
effective; being rewarded with spending time with the therapy dog proved the most 
effective for some children. 
 
“In fact, for most of the children, this was very useful as a reward because the dog 
motivated them quite a bit to do the work,” Protopopova said. “We did find, surprisingly to 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/education/
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me, that one participant did in fact work where we hypothesized he wouldn’t during a 
session where the dog was present but not as a reward.” 
 
Improvement over time 
Single-use incidences of using the therapy dog show one thing, but the researchers wanted 
to determine whether prolonged exposure to the availability of a therapy dog as a reward 
for performing work continues those results. 
 
For that reason, in this first study, children stayed in the program for anywhere from four 
to nine months to see if using the same dog repeatedly fosters the child’s attachment to the 
dog. 
 
Prior to the child beginning the program, he or she is given a behavioral preference 
assessment where the child is asked to choose his or her favorite thing in the room, 
whether it’s a toy, an electronic device, a dog, etc. They also were given the choice of 
performing the academic test instead. At the end of the program, the child is tested again 
with the same assessment to see if their preferences had changed. 
 
“We wanted to see how all these preferences for inanimate objects or activities changed,” 
Protopopova said. “Right now we are still collecting the final pieces of data because we’re 
still finishing up with a couple of participants. We don’t yet have the clear answers there, 
but it’s not as straightforward as we imagined, either. For some of the children, we did not 
see the attachment we hypothesized, or at least any evidence of it in our data so far. But it’s 
too early to tell.” 
 
Protopopova said one of the advantages of this study is its single-subject design where 
each child’s program or sessions are designed specifically for that child’s needs. That will 
allow, if the program is used outside of an educational setting, for other children to enter 
the program with a focus on their unique behaviors and what is best to encourage them to 
learn difficult academic or self-care tasks in a non-stressful learning environment. 
 
She said one family in the original group took the data gathered about their child and 
obtained a dog and will train it as a service dog because of the benefits the data showed for 
their child. 
 
“This is definitely a strength,” Protopopova said. “Instead of a group design and us 
concluding that the average child would benefit from some procedure, which is not really 
that meaningful to individual families, we can give each family specific answers whether 
their child would or would not benefit from a dog.” 
 
One major question to come out of the preliminary research, she said, is whether using a 
shelter dog to encourage behavior can be used to determine the severity of the disability. 
Does it work on children who are higher- or lower-functioning? 
 
Protopopova and other researchers are beginning another one to answer new questions that 
rose from the original, smaller study. 



 
The larger study will involve at least 30 children, and they are actively recruiting children 
to enter the study. Those children must be between the ages of 2 and 14 with autism 
spectrum disorder and/or other developmental disabilities.  
 
The hope is the larger study will allow the research to be used in schools and centers on a 
regular basis. 
 
“There we can answer more generalized questions,” Protopopova said. “How useful is this 
and who is it most useful for? Can we tell which children are going to benefit and which 
ones will not? So when we get those answers we are going to be a bit closer to really 
giving that program out to schools to say, ‘we have strong evidence that it will be useful 
for this person or not for this person.” 
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‘Daddy, You Have Homework?’ 
Clinton Porter, a non-traditional first-year student from Florida, is part of the largest 

enrollment class in Texas Tech history. 
By Heidi Toth 

 
Before the fall semester started, Clinton Porter brought his daughters to Texas Tech 
University, driving around campus and pointing out buildings. 
 
“This is Daddy’s school,” he told his 4- and 6-year-old girls. 
 
They’re too young to understand that Porter enrolled at Texas Tech as part of the largest 
class in the university’s history because he was laid off from his job in the oilfields a year 
ago. He hasn’t explained that although he learned skills and took courses during his six-
year stint in the U.S. Air Force, which began when he graduated from high school, he 
needed more skills to get a better job that would support them. 
 
The kindergartener does know she started school at the same time as her daddy. 
 
“They’re like, ‘Daddy, you have homework?’” Porter said. 
 
Thanks to credits earned during his time in the military and taking night classes 
sporadically during his nine years in the oilfields of West Texas, Porter entered Texas Tech 
as a junior, but this is his first experience with being a full-time student. His first week was 
overwhelming, he admitted, but he kept going. He thought of those two little faces who 
wanted to hear about his day at school and the example he wanted to provide for them as 
they got older and considered college.  
 
He also thought about what he owes himself. 
 
“I’m excited to learn,” Porter said. “At this point my parents aren’t making me go. I’m 
pretty self-motivated to come back to school. I want to learn.” 
 
A face in the crowd 
Porter is one of 36,551 students who enrolled in Texas Tech, either as new or returning 
students. Enrollment has climbed each year since 2009, on track to reach the goal of 
40,000 students by 2020 as set out in the university’s strategic plan. He’s doing what many 
of his fellow first-year college students are – taking 13 credit hours, easing into college life 
and checking out available majors to see what best suits his skills and goals. 
 
He is not, however, the average first-year college student. 
 

http://www.ttu.edu/stratplan/


When Porter was a senior in high school, living in Naples, Florida, college wasn’t on his 
radar. Neither of his parents went to college, and his mother didn’t know about the 
deadlines for admission, financial aid and scholarships. She didn’t know how to help him 
prepare for the ACT, write his essay or set up campus visits. Neither she nor Porter knew 
about a state program that would have allowed them to pre-pay four years of tuition at any 
public university in Florida. 
 
When he graduated from high school, he joined the military. He spent three years in 
Anchorage, Alaska, and almost three years at Cannon Air Force Base in Clovis, New 
Mexico. His time in the Air Force, although it provided stability and job training, also 
added to a pre-existing battle Porter was fighting: hereditary alcoholism.  
 
“I can’t really pinpoint when I took my first drink, but I do remember the first time I drank 
and enjoyed the intoxication feeling,” he said. “I was 7 years old.” 
 
During Porter’s time at Elmendorf Air Force Base in Alaska, his frequent drinking turned 
into alcohol abuse, he said. After he left the Air Force, he found a job in the oilfields; the 
alcohol abuse continued. He also was on call 24/7 and working a physically demanding 
job, occasionally coming into contact with petroleum engineers from the big oil 
companies. 
 
“I was working on a rig, working hard, and I saw these guys and they just seemed to have a 
better life than what I had,” Porter said.  
 
He applied to Texas Tech in 2009, intending to major in petroleum engineering, and was 
accepted. But he couldn’t work in the oilfields and go to school, so he stayed in the fields. 
He moved around the region for work, got married and had two children, then divorced. As 
long as oil was selling for more than $100 a barrel, the constant, backbreaking work was 
worthwhile. 
 
Then the price of oil dropped. In September 2015, when Porter was laid off, the World 
Bank reported a barrel of oil was selling for $46, less than half the selling price just a year 
before. 
 
The drop in oil prices coincided with another milestone that readied Porter to go to school. 
In May of that year he realized his life, governed so much by his addiction, was 
unmanageable. He drove to a rehabilitation facility in Lubbock and got help. 
 
“It changed my life,” he said. “I’ve been in recovery since then.” 
 
With his full-time job gone and his recovery going well, Porter faced one more major 
obstacle: paying for college. The GI Bill, which pays for veterans to go to college, had 
expired, but he learned about the Post 9/11 GI Bill, which offered extended funding for 
military veterans. Suddenly, he had the time and the money to go to college full-time. 
 
“Someone told me about that and I was like, ‘OK, that’s my avenue,’” he said. “That’s my 
door that’s open. I don’t really have an excuse at this point. I wore out my excuses.” 
 
Fearing failure, seeking success 
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Technically, Porter is a junior, but he started college about as green as the 18-year-olds 
who make up the majority of new students. He picked up a few elective credits doing 
training in the Air Force, and he did several of the basic courses at Western Texas College 
while working in Snyder. But that was a small school with different expectations.  
 
Porter spent his first few days on campus looking buildings up on Google Maps and 
following his phone to his next class. The student-teacher ratio is much higher than he’s 
used to, meaning less individual attention. Even the Military and Veterans Program boot 
camp offered before the semester began, which outlines all the resources available to 
veterans on campus, was a lot to handle just because he got so much information in such a 
short time. 
 
“So I get here, and …” Porter paused, then laughed a little. “I don’t know how to describe 
it other than overwhelming.” 
 
He does not want to fail. He got his first ethics homework assignment and wasn’t entirely 
clear what was being asked, nor was he comfortable with the new ideas being presented. 
Worried, he emailed his professor and explained his fears of failing. So much is riding on 
his success, and he’s afraid he won’t be able to succeed. 
 
“At 37 you’re kind of set in your ways, so to speak. You have your biases you have your 
own morals, I guess, and when you’re introduced to different ideas, that you may have to 
start thinking this way or this is a possibility – it makes me uncomfortable to learn to be 
open to that kind of stuff.” 
 
But now it’s three weeks into the semester. If the phone is out between classes, it’s not 
because Porter needs directions. He’s settling into routines, getting comfortable with the 
unfamiliar words and ideas and accepting that part of his education includes dealing with 
uncomfortable ideas. He’s listed as a university studies major but is looking into personal 
financial planning, nursing or construction engineering. He also found Student Disability 
Services, which provides resources to help him overcome the effects of attention deficit 
hyperactive disorder. Things are looking up. 
 
It’s still not easy. 
 
“My brain is a little rusty right now, so I’m getting help with classes and studying,” he 
said. “My stress level is still high. I go to school, then have to rush to pick up my daughters 
from school and then be at work by 5. I usually work until 10:30 p.m. With all that, I have 
to squeeze time in to study and do homework.” 
 
But he remains focused on the goal: graduating from college on his way to a better job and 
a better life for his family. Every time he pulls out a book or a pen, he thinks of two little 
girls who are doing their homework. 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/mvp/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sds/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sds/


“When my girls graduate from high school, I want to be able to show them, hey, this is 
what your dad did,” Porter said. “When I’ve got two little girls who rely on me, I just want 
to be a good example.” 
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Dave Louis Named New Member of the Harvard Graduate School of Education 
Alumni Board 

The College of Education professor will serve on the board for four years.  
By K'Leigh Sims 

 
Dave Louis, associate professor of educational psychology and leadership in the College of 
Education, recently was named a member of the Harvard Graduate School of Education 
(HGSE) Alumni Board where he, along with the other members, advise the school’s dean 
on topics such as engagement, outreach and strengthening student relationships.  
 
“It is an honor to serve in this role at HGSE,” Louis said. “Knowing I will be collaborating 
with many amazing educators across the United States is a dream come true.”  
 
Louis earned his master’s degree in education at Harvard University before earning his 
doctorate at Texas A&M University. His primary research focuses on cross-cultural 
mentoring in the American Academy, an online educational services partner to public high 
schools throughout the United States. His research is influenced by his years as a 
university administrator and lecturer who noticed the many cultural factors impacting the 
lives and learning of students and faculty.  
 
His research has been published in research journals and books, including his most recent 
article entitled “Cross-cultural Peer Mentoring: Increasing White Faculty Adjustment at 
Black Colleges” in the International Journal of Multicultural Education.  
 
“Developing ways to impact HGSE directly and contributing to the field of education 
while utilizing a bit of my knowledge and experience is a tremendous feeling,” Louis 
continued. “I hope to learn from my colleagues and grow as an individual and educator.” 
 
Louis also is the recipient of the Texas Tech University Alumni Association New Faculty 
Award, the President’s Excellence in Diversity & Equity Award and the College of 
Education New Professor Excellence in Teaching Award.  
 
 

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/education/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/education/
http://www.texastechalumni.org/s/1422/alumni/start.aspx
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David J. Schmidly to Speak, Sign Books at Museum of Texas Tech 
The former Texas Tech president will discuss his new book “The Mammals of Texas” 

recently written with NSRL director Robert D. Bradley. 
By K'Leigh Sims 

 
Former Texas Tech University president and internationally renowned mammologist and 
educator David J. Schmidly will give a public lecture entitled “Biological Diversity and 
Conservation in Texas: A Role for Universities and Museums” from 6-8 p.m. Nov. 3 at 
the Museum of Texas Tech University.  
 
He also will be available for a book signing for the new book “The Mammals of Texas” he 
recently co-wrote with Robert D. Bradley, director and curator of mammals at the Texas 
Tech Natural Science Research Laboratory.  
 
Schmidly is best known for his works on natural history and systematics of mammals from 
the southwestern United States and Mexico.  
 
His lecture will focus on mammals in Texas, natural history and conservation and the role 
natural history collections and museums play in addressing a variety of topics including: 

• Land use and agricultural practices 
• Public education 
• Heritage and culture 
• Policy formation 
• Scientific resources 
• A plan for the future of natural history museums 

 
Light refreshments will be served and books will be available for purchase at the event.  
 
For any questions about the event, contact Daniel Tyler at the Museum of Texas Tech 
at daniel.tyler@ttu.edu or (806) 742-2490.  

 
  

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/museumttu/
http://www.nsrl.ttu.edu/
mailto:daniel.tyler@ttu.edu
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‘Familiar, Yet Unfamiliar:’ Chinese Painter Applies Craft to National Park Vistas  
Li Jiaduo, a visiting artist from Beijing, spent weeks touring national parks and painting 

icons of the American West in a traditional Chinese style. 
By Heidi Toth 

 
Delicate Arch towers over its surroundings in rugged southern Utah, standing out for its 
majesty even in an area where everywhere one looks, red rocks, sheer cliffs and craggy, 
million-year-old formations stand. 
 
Yet it is tiny compared to the skyscrapers in Beijing. 
 
About 5 million people visit the Grand Canyon each year, strapping on backpacks and 
hiking boots to climb down into the ever-changing national treasure that, at 277 miles long 
and 1,902 square miles, each with stories told in its layers, earns its name at every step. 
 
It also is tiny compared to China’s superlative. The Great Wall of China is 5,500 miles 
long and gets more than 10 million visitors a year. 
 
Still, a Chinese artist who lives in Beijing found himself drawn to the natural wonders of 
the United States and spent time not only hiking but also painting the traditional scenes of 
America in the traditional Chinese landscape style. Those paintings, which seem foreign 
yet familiar at the same time, are on display at the International Cultural Center (ICC) at 
Texas Tech University through Oct. 18, with a lecture and reception with the artist on Oct. 
13. 
 
About the artist and his art  
Li Jiaduo, a visiting artist in the School of Art at Texas Tech University and assistant 
professor at Beijing Normal University, focuses on Chinese landscape painting. At home, 
he teaches and researches landscape painting, Chinese flower-and-bird painting techniques 
and painting from nature. 
 
When he came to the United States, he found a vastly different landscape and nature 
experience than what he left behind, and he wondered how these images would look in his 
style of painting. 
 
To that end, he traveled the western United States, spending a few days in 11 national 
parks, recreation areas and monuments. He drove and hiked through the parks, checking 
out the various attractions, and the sights and experiences for which each park is best 
known. Like any tourist, he captured the views in pictures.  
 
Li, however, took photos with his paintings in mind. He had a rough idea of the images he 
wanted to create, but he wanted to be faithful to the landscape in front of him, which 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/international/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/art/


meant letting go of some preconceived ideas both of his painting style and the subjects of 
his paintings. 
 
“I did not do much to change the scenery,” he said. “I think my painting should respect the 
objects; otherwise we lose the meaning of on-site painting. I still used traditional Chinese 
painting techniques simply to describe what I saw.” 
 
His mode of painting focuses on the use of black ink. He used various sizes of Chinese 
paintbrushes, layers of ink and different shades of black to recreate the mountains, waters, 
rock and plants from each place. 
 
Chinese landscape painting goes deeper than the image on the paper as well. It uses 
cavalier perspective, which allows him to paint several different scenes in one 
composition. This gives his images a three-dimensional aspect that brought scenes like the 
Grand Canyon, the cliffs of Yosemite and the cave dwellings of Bandelier to life.  
 
Finally, Chinese landscape painting allows the artist to emphasize the classical Chinese 
philosophy of the poetic meaning, illustrating the historical and individual significance of 
these landmarks outside of the rocks and trees of which they are composed. 
 
When he wasn’t painting, Li shared his techniques with students, including those in art 
professor Tina Fuentes’ classes. Fuentes said Li helped her students make strong, dramatic 
works with only black ink and a bamboo brush by changing the swiftness of his strokes, 
the pressure on his brush and the ink washes. 
 

“Students were most fascinated with the manner in which a simple mark can reveal so 
much within the composition,” she said. “This helped them progress and transfer into 
additional watercolor painting.” 
 
It was interesting for her as well; she uses acrylic and oil paints, which typically creates a 
more textured surface and bolder colors and often makes for a more aggressive approach 
to painting. 
 
About the exhibition  
The paintings of West x East are as diverse as the various landscapes they represent. It was 
not an easy task, the artist said. 
 
“It’s a very challenging experience, and at the same time it brings me a fresh point of view 
to Chinese landscape painting as well,” Li said. “I hope the exhibition will bring American 
audiences a different artistic experience.” 
 
Engaging with the art is challenging in its own way, said Jane Bell, senior director of 
outreach and operations at the ICC. Viewers are able to experience these familiar 
landscapes in new ways. 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/international/events/2016/grandcanyon-jiaduo.php
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“It is really quite amazing to see the iconic canyons of the American West painted in the 
classical Chinese landscape style,” she said. “Li Jiaduo forces the viewer to look deeply, 
with fresh vision, at these vast landscapes we thought we knew. By applying classical 
Chinese landscape painting techniques, painting on rice paper and mounting on soil, Li 
Jiaduo has transformed these beloved spaces into something altogether different – 
familiar, yet unfamiliar – and beautiful in an entirely unexpected way.” 
 

Event information 
Li will speak at 5:30 p.m. Oct. 13 at the International Cultural Center, 601 Indiana Ave. 
There will be a reception from 5-7 p.m. 
 
 
Pull quote: 
What was your favorite park? 
“One of my favorites may be Bryce Canyon National Park. It has very unique and exotic 
scenery. Looking at the rocks from a high point is magnificent. It also looks different in 
different angles. The mountains are a rich red color that contrasts with the green 
landscape and blue sky in the back.” 
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On National Parks Centennial, Sowell Family Collection Brings Nature to You 
Texas Tech’s nature-writing archive unites highly acclaimed authors and their works. 

By Glenys Young 
 
How far away do you have to go to find nature? 
 
It’s an interesting question with many possible answers. Even if you want to look only at 
places the National Park Service has designated, you have plenty of options. Within a four-
hour drive of Lubbock, you could see the magnificent caves of Carlsbad Caverns National 
Park, the red bluffs of the Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument or the majestic 
wilderness of Guadalupe Mountains National Park. Within five hours, you could see the 
dome of the long-extinct Capulin Volcano, hike through 150 miles of Big Bend or travel 
the same trail used by prospective miners during the Gold Rush.  
 
As the National Park Service celebrates its 100th birthday, it’s worth noting that more than 
30 national parks, monuments, trails, historic sites, memorials, preserves, recreation areas 
and one national seashore are within eight hours of Lubbock.  
 
But you don’t have to go that far. Thanks to the James Sowell Family Collection in 
Literature, Community and the Natural World, you can find more nature than you probably 
imagined at Texas Tech University. 
 
“Our national parks offer so many opportunities for us to learn about our country’s varied 
ecosystems, and for many of us, they are places where we go to enjoy the natural 
environment,” said Diane Warner, librarian for the Sowell Family Collection. “Many of 
the Sowell Collection writers have written extensively on the natural world, from the polar 
regions to the deserts of Arizona. Their descriptions of the animals and plants encountered 
in these different regions give readers a greater understanding of the importance of 
wilderness and protected wilderness areas for our country’s future.” 
 
The Sowell Family Collection 
The collection contains the personal papers of some of the country’s most prominent 
American writers on the natural world. With drafts of novels, essays and poems; copies of 
the published pieces; personal and business correspondence; the journals and diaries many 
writers kept from their early years; photographs pertaining to their work or their personal 
lives; computer files; audio recordings and films, it’s truly a comprehensive assortment. 
 
It all began in 1998, said Kurt Caswell, director of the Honors College’s environment and 
the humanities program. A small group of Texas Tech faculty and administrators were 
excited after reading the book “Consilience” by Edward O. Wilson, who promoted 
bringing together the sciences and the humanities. The group’s excitement spread to Texas 
Tech alumnus Jim Sowell, who was chairman of the Board of Regents at the time and a 

http://swco.ttu.edu/Sowell/SowellCollectionSWC.php
http://swco.ttu.edu/Sowell/SowellCollectionSWC.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/honors/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/honors/academicsandenrichment/evhm/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/honors/academicsandenrichment/evhm/
https://www.texastech.edu/board-of-regents/


major donor to the university. He vowed that if Texas Tech could bring together the papers 
of a group of writers who took care with both science and humanities and who cared about 
the natural world as much as about human communities, he would support the project. 
Because no other university was assembling a similar collection, Texas Tech had the 
opportunity to be both the first and the best. 
 
Texas Tech reached out to National Book Award-winning writer Barry Lopez, whose 
inspirational papers could anchor the collection. Lopez was initially unsure, so Texas Tech 
asked others – William Kittredge, Annick Smith, David Quammen and Pattiann Rogers all 
said the same thing: they would join if Lopez did. 
 
After a visit to the campus, a tour of the university’s state-of-the-art archival resources in 
the Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library and a meeting with Jim Sowell, 
Lopez signed on and the Sowell Collection was born. 
 
“From the very start, I felt that this was going to be the best collection of its type in the 
world – exactly what the people who started the collection hoped for and intended. And I 
think it is,” said rare book dealer Ken Lopez, who helped Texas Tech acquire many of the 
papers in the collection. “There’s no focused collection I can think of that covers this kind 
of material and this kind of literature as well as it is covered in the Sowell Collection. And 
I’ve always thought that’s been true, practically from the inception of the collection. 
 
“For Barry, it was important to have a woman in the first group, and Pattiann was 
especially important because she is a poet and could in no way be mistaken for a ‘nature 
writer,’” he added. “It was very important, early on, to establish this was not some sort of 
nature writers’ ghetto, but an inclusive collection of literature rooted in both community 
and in understanding and exploring our place in the natural world.” 
 
Eighteen years later, it has grown significantly. From those initial five writers, the 
collection has expanded to include works from more than 20 writers, such as Gretel 
Ehrlich’s travels with native hunters in Greenland, Rick Bass’s award-winning fiction and 
David James Duncan’s works on environmental issues, spiritual problems and fly-fishing. 
There also are supporting collections, including the Orion Society Audio Visual 
Collection.  
 
“I think having this collection here exemplifies Texas Tech’s commitment to being a top 
research facility in the humanities as well as in the sciences and technology,” Warner said. 
“The writers’ topics or themes can be summarized in the collection’s name: their writing 
has great literary merit; many have won national awards for their work; they share a vision 
of a global community and family; and they often write about things happening in nature, 
in the natural world.” 
 
Part of that sense of community is embodied between the writers, not just in their works. 
 
“When I talk to students here at Texas Tech, I like to point out that the writers in the 
Sowell Collection have strong personal and professional relationships,” Warner said. 
“They know each other, so it’s not a random collection of major American writers; it’s a 
group of people who write to each other, meet and travel together, comment, critique and 
praise each other’s work.”  

http://swco.ttu.edu/Sowell/BarryLopez.php
http://swco.ttu.edu/Sowell/WilliamKittredge.php
http://swco.ttu.edu/Sowell/AnnickSmith.php
http://swco.ttu.edu/Sowell/DavidQuammen.php
http://swco.ttu.edu/Sowell/PattiannRogers.php
http://swco.ttu.edu/
http://swco.ttu.edu/Sowell/GretelEhrlich.php
http://swco.ttu.edu/Sowell/GretelEhrlich.php
http://swco.ttu.edu/Sowell/RickBass.php
http://swco.ttu.edu/Sowell/DavidJamesDuncan.php
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/taro/tturb/00170/trb-00170.html
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/taro/tturb/00170/trb-00170.html
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The works of Pushcart Prize-winner Lisa Couturier are the most recent additions to the 
collection. 
 
“It’s a huge honor to be a part of this group of writers,” Couturier said. “In all my life I 
never thought I’d be a part of something like this. I didn’t have a chance to go to those 
writers’ retreats where a lot of writers go; you know, a month away from it all to think and 
write. I’ve always had my children to tend to and now my horses. So to be included in the 
Sowell Collection is, well, a dream I’m still dreaming.” 
 
Nature writing 
The importance of nature writing, Couturier said, depends upon how it’s defined. 
 
“If you define it in the old way – men going out on adventures and such, or even as 
Thoreau in his little cabin, a man in his woods, and Emerson, too – I think that view is 
limiting,” Couturier said, “especially now as the field has long been growing to include 
women and minorities and their lives and thoughts that are so different from those of 
Thoreau, Muir, Burroughs and Emerson.” 
 
Warner agreed the genre is growing in diversity.  
 
“Nature writing as we have collected here at Texas Tech includes poetry as well as prose, 
fiction and essays based upon specific scientific research,” Warner said. “The importance 
of any individual piece comes from the author’s ability to make what may be complicated 
facts and relationships come alive for the reader. The best work adds to our knowledge of 
the world and our ability to appreciate and value the great variety of organisms that exist 
alongside us.” 
 
Couturier added it’s not just about the animals and plants around us. 
 
“It’s funny, when someone says nature writer, I am quick to point out that nature writing 
includes humans, too,” Couturier said. “In that way, nature writing is about the world and 
not just about what’s outside, such as the woods or the fields, but what’s inside us as well 
and how those sides of us interact and grow and change and become. I think the collection 
contains writings about the communities we all live in. 
 
“My entire life has been lived in the megalopolis that is the Northeast Corridor – from 
Washington, D.C., to New York City to Boston, and I have lived in all three cities. You 
can see, then, that nature to me includes these vast human landscapes. In this way, it’s 
probably the case that my work reflects a more urban viewpoint. But that’s what’s so 
wonderful about the Sowell Collection: there is an inclusiveness of different writers and 
our different natures – rural and urban, human and nonhumans.”  
 
Despite its status as the most acclaimed 18-year-old on campus, the collection is not as 
widely known as Warner would like, particularly outside the nature writing community.  
 

http://www.lisacouturier.com/


“I think the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service is a good time to introduce the 
Sowell Collection to a wider audience: the values that precipitated the creation of the 
National Park Service are the same values the Sowell Collection embodies: respect for the 
natural world and our place in it, and a responsibility for caretaking it not just for ourselves 
but for future generations,” Ken Lopez said. “In the widest sense, the community that is 
referred to in the Sowell Collection’s formal name is not just a community that crosses 
national boundaries but one that also exists through time. Theodore Roosevelt, John Muir 
and Henry David Thoreau are part of that community, and countless unknown, unborn 
children of the future will be part of it, too.” 
 
Getting the word out 
To introduce the collection to a wider audience, Warner gives two or three presentations 
about it each semester and collaborates with Caswell and his students in environment and 
the humanities (EVHM) courses, as well as a few other professors on campus.  
 
Caswell said the collection is a major focus of one specific class he teaches: EVHM 3306 – 
Reading from the Archives, where students focus their work on three or four writers in the 
collection.  
 
“The collection is immensely important for the students in the course because, through it, 
they track the life and work of a writer and experience first-hand the kind of investment 
required to write an essay, a story, a poem, a book,” Caswell said. “The collection 
demystifies the work of a writer and reveals that one of his or her primary assets is not 
talent, but hard work. Talent is problematic because you have to be born with it, and in our 
culture we idolize people who are ‘born special.’ But hard work is available to anyone, and 
that, more than anything else, is a pathway to achieving personal goals. Not all students in 
the class want to be writers, but they may apply this simple concept to any chosen field.”  
 
A bonus is that after students study the writers, they get to meet them in person at the 
annual spring conference Warner organizes. 
 
“I have found the collection is a strange territory when students first begin to work with it, 
but it becomes a treasure chest by the end of the semester,” Caswell said. “Students come 
to know the writer through their published work, through their papers in the collection, 
through their own writing process and in meeting these people at the conference.” 
 
Warner said that’s one of the ways the Sowell Collection is unique.  
 
“This is really unheard of for most conferences,” she explained. “Usually the keynote 
speakers come in for their talk, sign some books and leave. Our speakers interact with the 
audience – primarily Texas Tech students – throughout the entire conference. It’s 
amazing.”  
 
Warner also sponsors an essay contest in which a small monetary prize goes to the two 
students who write the best essays about a writer in the collection. 
 
“As a librarian responsible for this collection, I realize its influence is limited by how 
many people use it today,” Warner said. “The people whose work is included in this 
collection are writing about, considering and researching, some of the major problems we 

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/honors/academicsandenrichment/evhm/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/honors/academicsandenrichment/evhm/
http://swco.ttu.edu/Sowell/Contest.php
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face today, such as climate change, respect for other cultures, the social consequences of 
disease and disease transmission.” 
 
Couturier said her papers tend to focus on animals. Even while working in women’s 
magazine publishing in New York City, she frequently asked to cover animal-related 
topics, such as the tuna fishing industry’s harmful effects on dolphins.  
 
“I wanted those women readers to be treated as the intelligent, curious, empathic people I 
knew them to be, and I wanted them to read about animals and the hardships they were 
facing, and still are facing, around the world,” Couturier said. “Now, of course, I no longer 
work in the magazine industry, but I hope my essays and poems reach out in the same way: 
to be a voice for the voiceless. I think the collection as a whole speaks in this way – 
whether that be for the landscape, the oceans, the animals, the people, what have you. 
Nature is the community we live in, the nonhuman and the human, together. Though I 
think surely the nonhuman could live without us, we could not live without them. I think 
the Sowell Collection speaks to this interdependence.”  
 
Because that interdependence colors our understanding of the world, Ken Lopez said the 
collection is incredibly important, and he’s proud to be associated with it.  
 
“There is no other collection I know of that is so clearly focused on such basic beliefs and 
values as those concerning our place in nature and the role of our human societies in 
protecting our environment and safeguarding it for the future,” Ken Lopez said. “The 
Sowell Collection writers all have those concerns intertwined throughout their writings, 
and their work ennobles all of us, I think.” 
 
The writings hit readers in a very visceral way, Couturier added. 
 
“When I read their work, there is a physical response in the body. A punch to the gut, if 
you want,” Couturier said. “You don’t often get that sort of reaction from reading about the 
beauty of, say, a mountain, as beautiful as mountains are, of course. You get that bodily 
response because something someone has written has touched a deep place in you. Maybe 
what you’ve just read occurred on a mountain, but it was the emotional forest that 
resonated in you. You know it. We’ve all felt it. If you want to feel this consistently, read 
the writers in this collection. They take you to the real places, inside and outside and 
inside.” 
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Pom Squad Travels to China to Perform in Shanghai Tourism Festival  
The Texas Tech team represented the state and nation while they performed in the 

festival’s grand opening parade viewed by millions of people.  
By K'Leigh Sims 

 
At the beginning of the 2016-17 school year, the Texas Tech Pom Squad traveled more 
than 7,000 miles to represent Texas Tech in the Shanghai Tourism Festival in China, 
performing during its grand opening parade. The festival, which began in 1990, welcomes 
millions of people each year to celebrate with fireworks, entertainment, crafts, food and 
more.   
 
The team was invited in April to represent Texas and the United States, and coach Erin 
Harold selected 12 team members who submitte an application and essay. For most of the 
team members, it was their first time on an international flight. 
 
“Our trip to Shanghai was without a doubt the most exciting, eye-opening and rewarding 
experience of my life,” said Rachel Alexander, a senior Pom Squad member. “We had the 
privilege of meeting hundreds of people from all over the world and got a little taste of 
their culture, in addition to the Chinese culture.”  
 
While preparing for the parade performance, the team put together a 20-minute routine. 
During the parade they opened up with “Rockin’ in the U.S.A.,” and performed the routine 
four times throughout the parade route along with their traditional band routines 
fromTexas Tech athletic events.   
 
More than 500,000 people lined the streets to watch the parade, and an estimated 30 
million people watched it live on television.  
 
“We got to perform in front of several venues and be a part of one of the biggest parades 
with several other countries,” said Tori Skillings, a senior Pom Squad member. “The 
people were so welcoming and allowed us to learn about their enriching culture. The trip to 
China was unforgettable, and I’m so thankful to have had the chance to represent Texas 
Tech in a whole new way.”  
 
The Texas Tech Pom Squad stayed in China for seven days and visited, performed and 
experienced several things in China in addition to performing in the parade. They attended 
a traditional Chinese tea ceremony, toured a pearl factory, took a river cruise to view the 
Shanghai skyline, visited a famous Chinese calligrapher who made original paintings for 
each of the team members, went to the Shanghai museum, saw a Chinese acrobatic show 
and did a lot of local shopping and food tasting.  
 

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/centerforcampuslife/spiritsquads/pomsquad.php
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They also performed at a community center, a high school and the Oriental Pearl TV 
Tower, one of the most iconic buildings in Shanghai.  
 
On their last day, they travelled to Wuhzen – considered the Venice of the East – a town in 
the northern part of Tongxiang City, Zhejiang Province, where all the streets are navigated 
by boat.  
 
Harold said she is thankful to Texas Tech for helping the Pom Squad travel to China to 
experience this once-in-a-lifetime chance. 
 
“It was such a great learning experience for our students, and I know they were sincerely 
grateful for the opportunity,” Harold said. “They were able to meet so many people from 
all over the world and learn about different cultures and ways of life.”  
 
The Texas Tech Pom Squad consists of dancers with extensive dance training in pom, jazz, 
hip hop and contemporary lyrical. The team competes nationally each year and makes 
more than 150 appearances, including university and community events, athletic events, 
and post season games and tournaments.  
 
To see more of the team’s trip to China, visit its social media profiles on Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram.  
  

https://www.facebook.com/texastechpomsquad/
https://twitter.com/ttupom
https://www.instagram.com/ttupom/
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Rising Stars: Students Headlining ‘Phantom of the Opera” Share Stories 
Marissa Hernandez and Josh Reynolds are playing two-thirds of the tragic love triangle 

along with Texas Tech alum and Broadway star David Gaschen. 
By Heidi Toth 

 
Two Texas Tech University students are seeing their career dreams come true before they 
graduate from college. 
 
Marissa Hernandez, a senior studying music performance, and Joshua Reynolds, a junior 
studying music education, are playing Christine and Raoul, two of the stars of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s “The Phantom of the Opera.” Not only are they both playing their dream 
roles, but they’re performing opposite of David Gaschen, a Texas Tech alumnus who has 
returned to his alma mater for continuing education this semester. Gaschen has played the 
Phantom more than 1,500 times on Broadway and throughout the world. 
 
Hernandez and Reynolds sat down together to discuss performing with Gaschen, their 
dream roles, how they’ve gotten to know their characters and what comes next. “The 
Phantom of the Opera” runs Nov. 18-22 and Nov. 25-27 at the Lubbock Memorial Civic 
Center Theatre. For tickets and more information click here. 
 
Why did you audition for “Phantom of the Opera?” 
JR: It’s kind of a loaded question because we didn’t exactly know we were auditioning for 
it. 
MH: The auditions for “Phantom” were part of the auditions for the 2016-17 Texas Tech 
Opera Theatre. It’s a big audition for several different shows, so we auditioned for all the 
shows at once and then they placed us where they thought we would be best. I auditioned 
because I’m a performance major, so auditioning and being in shows is a big part of my 
degree. 
JR: I auditioned because I love performing. I’m a music ed major, but performing is a big 
part of who I am. And it’s a lot of fun. 
 
But you knew Phantom was a possibility. 
MH: No. 
JR: Not yet. 
MH: When we auditioned we didn’t know. I kind of heard little ideas of what shows they 
were doing, but I actually hadn’t heard that Phantom was a possibility until after auditions. 
 
What were your reactions? And is that when you found out Phantom was coming? 
MH: That’s how I found out. My voice teacher texted me and told me to call him, because 
he didn’t post a Phantom cast list, he just posted a cast list for the other two operas, and my 
name wasn’t on it, so I thought, “Did I not get cast in anything?” Then he realized he 
probably had scared me, so Mr. Dent (Karl Dent, professor of voice and choral studies) 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/music/TexasTechPhantom/TexasTechPhantom_Home.php


called me to let me know I would be playing Christine, but the cast list wasn’t up yet, and 
Jerry Dolter called me to make sure I knew he hadn’t forgotten about me.  
At first, before it was officially decided that it would be strictly students, they were talking 
about hiring a Christine. They told me I would understudy and go in for two performances, 
and then when the decision was made it would be strictly students and that was needed for 
rights, he called me and told me I would be full-time Christine for all the performances. 
I was actually at a performance of “Cabaret” when they called. It was intermission. 
JR: I was sitting outside of a classroom in a desk waiting for a final, and Mr. Dolter walked 
up to me and said, “Josh, do you think you could play Raoul?” and all I could do was 
(pantomiming vigorous head-nodding) shake my head. Uh-huh. Uh-huh!  
 
How long have you been rehearsing? 
MH: We both have the same voice teacher, so over the summer we would meet with him 
and work on music, and then we started actual rehearsals from the first day of school on.  
 
How many hours would you say you’ve spent so far? 
MH (laughing): Oh, God. Well, Monday-Wednesday-Friday it’s five hours a day. 
JR: If we’re called. 
MH: Yeah, if we’re called. Monday-Wednesday-Friday there’s some form of rehearsal 
going on for five hours. There’s two hours in the afternoon, three in the evening. And 
sometimes you’ll be called, sometimes you’re not. We’re both called a lot. You won’t have 
to be there if they’re rehearsing a scene you’re not in, but we’re in a lot of the scenes.  
JR: We’re there a good amount of time. 
MH: Tuesday-Thursday there’s rehearsals three hours a day. And then there’s practicing 
on your own. 
JR: I would say at least a good 18-20 hours a week. 
MH: It’s basically a job. 
 
Have you met David Gaschen? 
JR: My mom went to high school with him. They worked at Schlotzsky’s together. 
MH: We had a photo shoot with him, and I had a recording session with him a couple of 
weeks ago. He’s so nice. He’s just a genuine, very down-to-earth guy. 
 
Were you worried about working with a professional actor who’s made his career on 
this role? 
MH: I wasn’t worried.  
JR: I want to get up to that level. I want to be at a level that he’d be happy with, or that he 
would be happy with performing on Broadway. I want to get up to that level. But I’m not 
worried about it. 
MH: Yeah, we weren’t worried. He’s just really well-known, so talented. I wasn’t worried, 
but I had him up on this pedestal. And then I met him and it’s like hanging out with your 
best friend’s dad. He’s just the least intimidating person. He makes jokes. You can’t take 
anything he says seriously. And he’s so talented, but he’s also so generous when you’re 
working with him. He offers to help you, he gives you ideas. Even in the photo shoot, he 
was all, how about you try this? How about you have this look on your face? He’s just a 
very down-to-earth, generous guy. 
 
What’s been the best part of the process? 
JR: I would say exploring the characters. I’m really finding out who Raoul is, and it’s 
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starting to become a part of me, of whom I am. It’s really nice to do that because I can tell 
Marissa’s feeling that way as well, and our characters are starting to really connect. 
MH: You really start to fall in love with your character, which is really cool. It’s like 
meeting a brand-new person, having a relationship with them. 
Also, recording was really cool. I’d never recorded anything, so going into a recording 
studio and having the headphones and the mic that hangs from the ceiling – it was really a 
neat experience for me. 
 
What’s been the hardest part? 
JR: Getting it all memorized, for me. The good thing is, it’s a lot of music. It’s mostly 
sung. 
MH: And I think memorizing music is easier than lines, so that’s kinda helped. 
 
Do you have a favorite line or favorite song? 
JR: I think my favorite song is the duet between Christine and Raoul, “All I Ask of You.” 
It’s very emotionally open: I’m here, I will protect you. It’s just us two, it’s very sensitive 
and …, oh what’s the word? 
MH: Intimate. It’s intimate. The more we’ve worked on it, that’s become one of my 
favorites, too, because it’s a really good moment for Christine, and the more we’ve worked 
on the show the more I’ve realized Christine has a lot of bad moments. She has a lot of 
really hard decisions, a lot of dark moments, and it’s really nice to have a scene where for a 
little while, for one song, she’s just happy and things go right. 
 
What would you like to get out of this experience? 
JR: My favorite thing is the applause. Just to walk out and have everybody clapping for 
you. That is a high, personally. 
MH: The experience and the knowledge you gain from it. I had a voice teacher in high 
school who always said, “Every experience is less inexperience.” So for every performance 
afterwards I feel like I’m a little bit less inexperienced. I’ve learned a little bit more about 
myself and that character in that show, and also the relationships you build when you’re in 
a show.  
 
Do you remember your first time on stage? 
Both (almost in unison): Yeah. 
JR: You go first. 
MH: My parents met through theatre friends, so they put me in my first show when I was 
2, and it was this little thing called Canyon Follies that raised money for the Canyon 
Chamber of Commerce. It was a variety show, and my dad was directing it that year. One 
of the little scenes was me, my mom and my big sister, who’s 18 months older than me. 
We all dressed up like hobos and there was this red bucket, and I sat on the bucket and my 
mom and Madison danced around me and we sang “Side by Side.”  
When I was 5, my parents put me in “Texas the Musical” in Palo Duro Canyon, and I did 
that every summer until I was 15, then I took a couple years off, then I did it as an adult 
chorus member the summers of 2014 and 2015. So that’s where my love of theater and 
performing began. 
 



So it’s been a part of your life since before you were born? 
MH: Oh yeah. Basically. I’m pretty sure my mom was in a show while she was pregnant 
with me. 
JR: I’ve been in choir since about fifth grade, but my first musical was when I was 15. It 
was actually with Moonlight Musicals out at the amphitheater. It was “My Son Pinocchio.” 
That summer they were doing “My Son Pinocchio,” “Fiddler on the Roof” and “The Sound 
of Music.” I auditioned wanting to be Rolf. 
 
The Nazi? 
JR: I think, yes. 
MH: Leisl’s love interest. 
JR (singing): “You are 16, going on 17, …”  
I knew “Sound of Music” very well, so I tried out for that. I ended up being just a regular 
Nazi. (laughs) 
MH: I played Maria in high school. 
JR (singing): “How do you solve a problem like Maria?” 
 
Do you find yourselves frequently in conversation just breaking out into music? 
JR: Oh yes. 
MH: Yeah! 
JR: That doesn’t just come from being a music major. My mom and her family, oh my 
gosh – any chance they get to break out into any song they know, they will. I think that’s 
partly why I’ve kind of stuck with music is I’ve always been around them singing or 
looking at them going, “What are you doing? Why?”  
MH: That’s how my family is, too. We used to sing on family road trips, and we’d all 
harmonize with each other … 
JR (under his breath): That sounds awesome. 
MH: Everyone in my family sings and/or plays an instrument. I remember when we were 
little there was this church that paid us as a family to perform for their church small-groups 
Valentines party. As payment they gave us gift cards to the movies and to dinner so we 
could have family nights. My family has always performed. My whole family does 
“Texas;” it wasn’t just me. My dad was the executive director for a while, my mom’s still 
one of the leads in it, all my little siblings are kids in it. Yeah, for me it’s not just a music 
major thing, it’s a family thing. 
 
What do you want to do after you finish? 
JR: Finish Phantom? 
 
Finish school. 
JR: Oh, I was going to say sleep. 
MH: Sleep! Probably take a nap. 
After school – I’m a senior, so I’m planning that right now. I’m applying to graduate 
school; I’d like to go get a master’s in vocal performance and then go out and start 
performing and auditioning for things. I’d like to do performing on stage. I’m really 
interested in musical theater and opera, and I’d love to be a crossover artist and be able to 
do both. 
Eventually I would like to get a doctorate and be a professor of voice at a university. 
 
Do you have a dream role or a dream stage on which you want to perform? 
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MH: Well, this was my dream role. This was always my dream role. I’m going to have to 
figure out something else, but honestly, this is one of those roles I would love to turn into a 
career role. I really connect with this role, and I really understand Christine, and so I would 
love to perform this again and possibly have a career being Christine. 
JR (whispering): That’d be awesome. 
MH: I’m going to have to figure out a new dream role, I guess, because I got to do my 
dream role at 21, which is crazy. No one gets to do that. It’s such an amazing thing. 
My dream stage – I would love to even just be in the chorus on Broadway, just be on a 
Broadway stage. And I’ve always wanted to perform in Italy and live in Italy for a year or 
two and perform there, or Germany. I’d love to go live in Europe for a little while.  
 
Josh, what are your post-grad plans? 
JR: Well, I’ll be student teaching before I graduate. After I graduate, I want to get a job 
pretty quickly teaching choir. But I do want to keep performing on the side. And yeah, just 
keep going with music. And travel the world.  
MH: See everything. 
JR: That’s my main, No. 1 goal. Everything else just kind of helps that. 
 
Do you have a dream role or a dream stage? 
JR: Phantom would be nice, but that’s a little high for me. I don’t know if I physically 
could. So Raoul is a fantastic role. Other than that, nothing comes to mind, but I’m … 
MH: Is Marius too high for you? I’ve always pictured you being a Marius. 
JR: I could be Marius, from “Les Miserables.” That would be fun. I’m open to anything.  
 
Is there a stage you’d like to be on? Or some musical experience that you’d like to 
have? 
JR: Oh man, I’ve already had a few of those, with being in choir. Last year we got to sing 
at the Texas Music Educators Association convention, which was amazing. I sang at 
Carnegie Hall twice, once for a barbershop chorus and then for another audition chorus last 
year. For choir we’re going to Lincoln Center in May. 
MH: which is really exciting. 
JR: Actually, one stage I do want to perform solo on is the new Buddy Holly Center. Being 
from Lubbock, when I read the news and saw the video they put out, I was almost in tears 
because there was not much going on musically in Lubbock. It’s happening now. That is 
one stage that I will call people, I will be like, let me come be the soloist for this or that. 
That stage. 
 
Going back to what you’re going to do after Phantom – sleep? 
JR: Sleep. 
MH: Sleep! Maybe eat a tub of ice cream … 
JR: Yeah, sounds great. 
MH: Watch Netflix. 
JR (laughing): Focus more on school. Honestly, it’s weird when rehearsals end for a show. 
MH: You don’t really know what to do. 
JR: Your time is all freed up. 



MH: We’ll probably be doing these things to keep our minds off the fact that we’re not at 
“Phantom,” because once you stop the show it’s really sad. It’s like a post-show 
depression. We were talking about how we have fallen in love with our characters. It’s like 
you begin this relationship with this person and all of a sudden it’s over and you don’t get 
to hang out with Christine or be Christine anymore, and it’s kinda weird. 
JR: It’s almost like a breakup. 
MH: Yeah, it’s like a breakup. Ending a show is like a breakup. 
 
Aren’t you just exhausted? 
JR: I’ve got to say, I love being at rehearsal.  
MH: It’s a good exhaustion. 
JR: Yes. I get energy from rehearsing, especially this. One night I got 3.5 hours of sleep. 
Most of that day was just me dragging myself everywhere, but once I got into rehearsal I 
was perfectly fine. This is at 7 at night after having an entire day of barely sleeping. I was 
at rehearsal and was fine, and then I went home and slept, and that was the best sleep I’ve 
ever had. 
MH: At rehearsal you go into this place where it’s so focused, and it just gives you energy 
and gives you life. Then once you leave you feel exhausted, but it’s a good exhaustion. 
One of my theatre teachers always says you should leave rehearsal feeling like you’re 
about to drop, because that’s how much you gave to it. So when you leave and you feel 
exhausted, it’s kind of a good thing. I gave what was required to that rehearsal. 
 
Are you rehearsing in costume yet? 
MH: We’re practicing in our shoes. We’ve started wearing shoes. 
JR: They bought me shoes, and they kind of look like hers right now. (Ankle boots with a 
heel) They do change how I walk because they have a heel. Not only does it make me 
taller, it makes me stand different – more like a noble, like I should. 
MH: Other than that, we both had costumes on for photo shoots. 
JR: I’m growing out my hair for this. Ugh. I had long hair when I was in middle school, 
and I cut it off for a reason. 
 
Marissa, do you have to make any physical changes? 
MH: I have to stay out of the sun. I’m naturally a little tanner, because I’m half-Hispanic, 
but I’m one of those people, if I’m in the sun, my skin will get really dark, but if I stay out 
of it, I can get paler. A woman in the 19th century in France would not have darker skin, so 
I’m staying out of the sun so I’ll be a little paler. For the photo shoots they’ve mixed in a 
lighter shade of foundation to make my face look a little paler. 
JR: I’m already there. I glow in the dark. 
MH: We’re both learning to stand different for it. We stand like people nowadays stand, 
which isn’t great, and so we’re both learning how to stand really tall and lift our chests, 
and I find myself starting to do it in regular life now.  
JR: I’m trying to practice while walking the halls. 
MH: Actually, once you get used to it, it feels better. My back doesn’t hurt when I walk.  
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Texas Tech Professor Shows Brain Waves Can be Used to Detect  
Potentially Harmful Personal Information 

Abdul Serwadda is working to advance research to develop secure user authentication 
methods. 

By George Watson 
 
Cyber security and authentication have been under attack in recent months as, seemingly 
every other day, a new report of hackers gaining access to private or sensitive information 
comes to light. Just recently, more than 500 million passwords were stolen when Yahoo 
revealed its security was compromised. 
 
Securing systems has gone beyond simply coming up with a clever password that could 
prevent nefarious computer experts from hacking into your Facebook account. The more 
sophisticated the system, or the more critical, private information that system holds, the 
more advanced the identification system protecting it becomes. 
 
Fingerprint scans and iris identification are just two types of authentication methods, once 
thought of as science fiction, that are in wide use by the most secure systems. But 
fingerprints can be stolen and iris scans can be replicated. Nothing has proven foolproof 
from being subject to computer hackers. 
 
“The principal argument for behavioral, biometric authentication is that standard modes of 
authentication, like a password, authenticates you once before you access the service,” said 
Abdul Serwadda a cybersecurity expert and assistant professor in the Department of 
Computer Science at Texas Tech University.  
 
“Now, once you’ve accessed the service, there is no other way for the system to still know 
it is you. The system is blind as to who is using the service. So the area of behavioral 
authentication looks at other user-identifying patterns that can keep the system aware of 
the person who is using it. Through such patterns, the system can keep track of some 
confidence metric about who might be using it and immediately prompt for reentry of the 
password whenever the confidence metric falls below a certain threshold.” 
 
One of those patterns that is growing in popularity within the research community is the 
use of brain waves obtained from an electroencephalogram, or EEG. Several research 
groups around the country have recently showcased systems which use EEG to 
authenticate users with very high accuracy. 
 
However, those brain waves can tell more about a person than just his or her identity. It 
could reveal medical, behavioral or emotional aspects of a person that, if brought to light, 
could be embarrassing or damaging to that person. And with EEG devices becoming much 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/cs/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/cs/


more affordable, accurate and portable and applications being designed that allows people 
to more readily read an EEG scan, the likelihood of that happening is dangerously high. 
 
“The EEG has become a commodity application. For $100 you can buy an EEG device 
that fits on your head just like a pair of headphones,” Serwadda said. “Now there are apps 
on the market, brain-sensing apps where you can buy the gadget, download the app on 
your phone and begin to interact with the app using your brain signals. That led us to think; 
now we have these brain signals that were traditionally accessed only by doctors being 
handled by regular people. Now anyone who can write an app can get access to users’ 
brain signals and try to manipulate them to discover what is going on.” 
 
That’s where Serwadda and graduate student Richard Matovu focused their attention: 
attempting to see if certain traits could be gleaned from a person’s brain waves. They 
presented their findings recently to the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers 
(IEEE) International Conference on Biometrics. 
 
Brain waves and cybersecurity 
Serwadda said the technology is still evolving in terms of being able to use a person’s 
brain waves for authentication purposes. But it is a heavily researched field that has drawn 
the attention of several federal organizations. The National Science Foundation (NSF), 
funds a three-year project on which Serwadda and others from Syracuse University and the 
University of Alabama-Birmingham are exploring how several behavioral modalities, 
including EEG brain patterns, could be leveraged to augment traditional user 
authentication mechanisms. 
 
“There are no installations yet, but a lot of research is going on to see if EEG patterns 
could be incorporated into standard behavioral authentication procedures,” Serwadda said 
 
Assuming a system uses EEG as the modality for user authentication, typically for such a 
system, all variables have been optimized to maximize authentication accuracy. A 
selection of such variables would include: 

• The features used to build user templates. 
• The signal frequency ranges from which features are extracted. 
• The regions of the brain on which the electrodes are placed, among other variables. 

 
Under this assumption of a finely tuned authentication system, Serwadda and his 
colleagues tackled the following questions: 

• If a malicious entity were to somehow access templates from this authentication-
optimized system, would he or she be able to exploit these templates to infer non-
authentication-centric information about the users with high accuracy? 

• In the event that such inferences are possible, which attributes of template design 
could reduce or increase the threat? 
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Turns out, they indeed found EEG authentication systems to give away non-authentication-
centric information. Using an authentication system from UC-Berkeley and a variant of 
another from a team at Binghamton University and the University of Buffalo, Serwadda 
and Matovu tested their hypothesis, using alcoholism as the sensitive private information 
which an adversary might want to infer from EEG authentication templates. 
 
In a study involving 25 formally diagnosed alcoholics and 25 non-alcoholic subjects, the 
lowest error rate obtained when identifying alcoholics was 25 percent, meaning a 
classification accuracy of approximately 75 percent. 
 
When they tweaked the system and changed several variables, they found that the ability to 
detect alcoholic behavior could be tremendously reduced at the cost of slightly reducing 
the performance of the EEG authentication system. 
 
Motivation for discovery 
Serwadda’s motivation for proving brain waves could be used to reveal potentially harmful 
personal information wasn’t to improve the methods for obtaining that information. It’s to 
prevent it. 
 
To illustrate, he gives an analogy using fingerprint identification at an airport. Fingerprint 
scans read ridges and valleys on the finger to determine a person’s unique identity, and 
that’s it. 
 
In a hypothetical scenario where such systems could only function accurately if the user’s 
finger was pricked and some blood drawn from it, this would be problematic because the 
blood drawn by the prick could be used to infer things other than the user’s identity, such 
as whether a person suffers from certain diseases, such as diabetes.  
 
Given the amount of extra information that EEG authentication systems are able glean 
about the user, current EEG systems could be likened to the hypothetical fingerprint reader 
that pricks the user’s finger. Serwadda wants to drive research that develops EEG 
authentication systems that perform the intended purpose while revealing minimal 
information about traits other than the user’s identity in authentication terms. 
 
Currently, in the vast majority of studies on the EEG authentication problem, researchers 
primarily seek to outdo each other in terms of the system error rates. They work with the 
central objective of designing a system having error rates which are much lower than the 
state-of-the-art. Whenever a research group develops or publishes an EEG authentication 
system that attains the lowest error rates, such a system is immediately installed as the 
reference point.  
 
A critical question that has not seen much attention up to this point is how certain design 
attributes of these systems, in other words the kinds of features used to formulate the user 
template, might relate to their potential to leak sensitive personal information. If, for 



example, a system with the lowest authentication error rates comes with the added baggage 
of leaking a significantly higher amount of private information, then such a system might, 
in practice, not be as useful as its low error rates suggest. Users would only accept, and get 
the full utility of the system, if the potential privacy breaches associated with the system 
are well understood and appropriate mitigations undertaken. 
 
But, Serwadda said, while the EEG is still being studied, the next wave of invention is 
already beginning. 
 
“In light of the privacy challenges seen with the EEG, it is noteworthy that the next wave 
of technology after the EEG is already being developed,” Serwadda said. “One of those 
technologies is functional near-infrared spectroscopy (fNIRS), which has a much higher 
signal-to-noise ratio than an EEG. It gives a more accurate picture of brain activity given 
its ability to focus on a particular region of the brain.” 
 
The good news, for now, is fNIRS technology is still quite expensive; however there is 
every likelihood that the prices will drop over time, potentially leading to a civilian 
application to this technology. Thanks to the efforts of researchers like Serwadda, 
minimizing the leakage of sensitive personal information through these technologies is 
beginning to gain attention in the research community. 
 
“The basic idea behind this research is to motivate a direction of research which selects 
design parameters in such a way that we not only care about recognizing users very 
accurately but also care about minimizing the amount of sensitive personal information it 
can read,” Serwadda said. 
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Texas Tech Researcher Determines the Most Desirable Traits in Dogs for Potential 
Adopters 

Alexandra Protopopova has performed extensive research trying to increase the adoption 
rates and decrease euthanasia rates for animal shelters throughout the country. 

By George Watson 
 
Walking down the long rows of pens at any animal shelter reveals a veritable smorgasbord 
of canine variety. 
 
Big dogs. Little dogs. Outgoing dogs. Shy dogs. Hyper dogs. Calm dogs. Happy dogs. Sad 
dogs. 
 
But finding which one is right for a potential adopter is a big challenge for animal shelters 
throughout the country. The way to find that right fit between adopter and adoptee has 
almost always been about matching personalities and has never really had much scientific 
theory behind it. 
 
Until now. 
 
Alexandra Protopopova, a behavioral analyst and assistant professor in companion animal 
science in the Department of Animal & Food Sciences at Texas Tech University, has 
turned what started as her doctoral dissertation into a major research focus. She is 
attempting to determine what behavioral traits in dogs are most attractive to potential 
adopters and then working with shelters to train dogs to exhibit those traits when an 
adopter shows interest. 
 
“Currently there are numerous pets living in animal shelters, not only in Texas but in the 
U.S. and around the world,” Protopopova said. “The problem is that a lot of these animals 
are living for quite some time at these shelters, even if the shelters are well-funded. 
Because of space restrictions, the animals are typically socially deprived, they are housed 
in single or very small groups without a lot of human interaction, and the euthanasia rates 
are still very high across the country. 
 
“Can we figure out a way to train dogs in the shelter so that when people come in and see 
the trained dogs, it will improve their adoption rate and decreases euthanasia rates?” 
 
The answer, through her research, appears to be a likely, yes. 
 
But finding that answer not only meant discovering and displaying the most attractive traits 
in a dog, but also breaking down some of the myths that have, over time, seemed to 
determine the most attractive qualities in a canine companion. 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/afs/mjteam.php


Breaking assumptions 
Determining what traits in dogs are most attractive to potential adopters involved not only 
observing canine behavior but also breaking away from some of the traditionally held 
assumptions from the past. 
 
These are traits that Protopopova said she has been investigating since her time as a 
graduate student. Many shelters have training programs that are based on these 
assumptions, and it took going back to the basics and avoiding the widely held 
assumptions to determine what true traits in dogs were most and least attractive to potential 
adopters. 
 
“A typical assumption was that training dogs to sit and not jump or bark would result in 
higher adoption rates, since that is what we had assumed adopters wanted in their dogs,” 
Protopopova said. “I also had my own assumption that people really like a dog that would 
gaze lovingly into their eyes, when in fact we saw no evidence of that in our research. So 
why don’t we take a step back and systematically figure out what it is people want to see in 
a dog? We approached it from a marketing perspective, and from there we could see, after 
knowing what behaviors are favorable to people, what programs we needed to work on to 
improve behavior and ultimately increase adoption rates.” 
 
An extensive examination of canine behavior in kennels was then undertaken to determine 
which behaviors were the most and least favorable for potential adopters. Protopopova 
observed in-kennel behavior and examined everything the dogs did as people walked by. 
 
Behaviors such as barking, sitting and jumping had no effect whatsoever on attracting 
potential adopters, but a dog that would pace in the kennel, turn their face away from those 
walking by or lean sadly to one side of the kennel would deter adopters and lengthen the 
dog’s stay in the shelter. 
 
But the most telling behavior came when there was actual interaction between the dog and 
potential adopters outside the kennel. It is standard practice at shelters to allow potential 
adopters to select one or two dogs they might be interested in and allow them to interact in 
an outdoor area to see if they are compatible. 
 
Two behaviors stood out among all others as the strongest determinants toward whether or 
not the dog was adopted. If the dog laid down in proximity to the adopter, that increased 
the likelihood of adoption. Conversely, if the dog ignored the initiation of the potential 
adopter to play, that decreased quite severely the likelihood of adoption. 
 
Knowing those two key traits in dogs, Protopopova and her fellow researchers were able to 
develop a structured training program where the shelter volunteer or staff member could go 
with the potential adopter and guide the dog’s behavior based on its toy preference, 
knowing the dog would not ignore the toys it likes, or eliminate toys altogether if it was 
determined the dog did not like playing with toys. 
 
Shelter volunteers and staff also would encourage the dog to lie down next to a potential 
adopter using treats. All these efforts, Protopopova said, resulted in a discernable increase 
in adoption rates. 
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“We also asked people why they chose the dog they adopted and why they did not choose 
the dog they didn’t adopt after those interactions in the experimental setting,” Protopopova 
said. “It’s fun to take those words the adopters use, those constructs and figure out what 
they mean. If an adopter told us they adopted the dogs because it was ‘social and liked 
me,’ they could simply mean ‘the dog lay down next to me.’” 
 
This training program also is cost-efficient, knowing shelters do not have the resources to 
afford a professional training staff, which is why Protopopova considers it more behavior 
management than actual training.  
 
But is it actual training? Or could this be considered more of a way of tricking the dog into 
behaving a certain way to increase its adoptability? That was certainly something 
Protopopova considered, though adopters indicated afterward the method was no more 
intrusive than the control group where the dog was allowed to do whatever it wanted. 
 
“The interactions between adopters and dogs are only eight minutes long because that is 
how long previous research has shown it takes adopters to decide,” Protopopova said. “The 
dogs have only eight minutes to show their best side, so if we can do anything to show 
them off in the best light possible, that is a good thing for the adopter and the dog.” 
 
The next step has been partnering with Maddie’s Fund foundation, which offers grants to 
shelters that works with community veterinarians, rescue groups and animal control 
agencies. Through Maddie’s Fund’s help, Protopopova is taking her research to a national 
scale, trying the same techniques at different types of shelters across the country. 
 
“Will it work in smaller, rural community shelters? Will it work in the big city 
environment?” Protopopova asked. “Furthermore, will it work in different parts of the 
country? Our assessment was in Florida, but will it work in Texas, in Boston, in San 
Francisco? We will take it to six shelters nationally and try it out there.” 
 
Other factors besides behavior 
Obviously, factors beyond behavior go into why potential adopters choose the dogs they 
choose. Adopters can be looking for a certain breed or a certain size of a dog. 
 
Certain breeds such as long-haired dogs, shepherd breeds and collie breeds tend to have 
high adoption rates, as do toy breeds such as Pomeranians or Chihuahuas. But a second 
question begged to be asked after the initial research by Protopopova – are some breeds 
more or less susceptible or accepting of behavioral training? 
 
One problem with answering that question is the majority of dogs in a shelter are not 
purebreeds, but rather a mix of many breeds or dogs that have never had a purebred 
ancestor. So determining their trainability based on breed would be difficult. 
 
Age also is an important factor in whether the dog’s behavior can be modified to make it 
more adoptable. Typically, puppies are more likely to be adopted because of their age and 



the fact adopters want to find a dog that can be with them for a long time. So training of 
puppies in an animal shelter setting might not be the best use of limited resources. 
 
Conversely, older dogs that are well into their adulthood tend to stay in the shelter longer 
because adopters don’t seek them. So the ideal group for this experiment was dogs in their 
adolescence or just into adulthood. The good news is that, contrary to the old saying, old 
dogs can be taught new tricks. 
 
“It just makes more sense if you’re a shelter volunteer to put your resources in training 
adolescent dogs,” Protopopova said. “But how does age affect training in general? It 
doesn’t affect it a whole lot. But, of course, socialization is very important for puppies. If 
you haven’t socialized your puppy to different people, different sounds, different 
environments and other dogs, you will have a much harder time young adult dog is much 
easier on families. Puppies engage in much worse behavior.” 
 
Protopopova said in some cases it’s also difficult to determine how the dog was treated 
before arriving at the shelter. Dogs in shelters fall into one of three categories – owner-
surrender, stray or confiscated due to abuse or cruelty. 
 
The difficulty comes in owners who surrender dogs to a shelter. Shelters charge a fee to 
owners who give up their dogs, so in many cases, owners tell the shelter the dog was 
picked up as a stray to avoid paying that fee, or because they are wracked with guilt for 
giving up their beloved pet. 
 
Those labels not only make a difference to potential adopters, but an owner-surrender dog, 
somewhat surprisingly, is more likely on a national scale to be euthanized than a stray, 
Protopopova said.   
 
While the first study involved roughly 250 dogs, the bigger national study will involve 
many, many more and will involve dogs from a variety of shelter types, from municipal 
shelters to limited-admission shelters – a term Protopopova prefers over no-kill shelters. 
Protopopova is anxious to see how the study works on that national scale and how many 
adoptions encouraged by a dog’s modified behavior result in some dogs being returned. 
 
Given what has been discovered so far, though, Protopopova is encouraged her efforts and 
those of her fellow researchers have forged a path to increasing adoptions across the board. 
 
“We are very excited about this procedure because this is really the first time we have 
experimentally and systematically demonstrated an increase in adoption rates through 
behavioral training,” Protopopova said. 
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Texas Tech Researchers Study the Biobehavioral ‘Costs’ of Negative Images 
An interdisciplinary team is investigating how viewers process traumatic messages  

and how leaders can minimize harmful effects in times of crisis. 
By Glenys Young 

 
In the days immediately after the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks, reports surfaced about the 
psychological impacts on children who repeatedly saw the videos of the World Trade 
Center towers fall. Not understanding it was the same video being shown over and over, 
these children became distressed, thinking that dozens – perhaps hundreds – of attacks 
were happening.  
 
The media plays a vital role in conveying threats and disseminating information, 
particularly during disasters and attacks, but negative images can take their toll on viewers. 
How to biologically describe and then minimize that toll is the focus of a new research 
initiative by an interdisciplinary team of Texas Tech University researchers. 
 
Erik Bucy, the Marshall and Sharleen Formby Regents Professor of Strategic 
Communication in the College of Media & Communication; Breanna Harris, a research 
assistant professor in the Department of Biological Sciences; Zachary Hohman, an 
assistant professor in the Department of Psychological Sciences; and James Carr, a 
professor in the Department of Biological Sciences and faculty director of the Joint 
Admission Medical Program at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center, are 
bringing together their vast and varied expertise to study the costs of negative image 
consumption on behavior and the human body. 
 
Their efforts have brought them together in a 2016-17 Transdisciplinary Research 
Academy project titled “International Security and the Visual Environment: Biobehavioral 
Costs of Negative Image Consumption,” funded by the Office of the Vice President for 
Research, and has already resulted in a grant submission to the Department of Defense. 
 
“With the explosion of social media, click-bait articles and the 24-hour news cycle, we are 
constantly exposed to media designed to prey on human emotion,” Hohman said. “Take, 
for example, the ability of ISIS to sculpt the ideology of young minds using emotionally 
charged messaging. Domestically, there is near-constant exposure to threatening news 
images, which prime anxiety, fear and the need for group belonging. Messages this potent 
are not without social, psychological and biological consequences.” 
 
The research 
Exposure to negative visual stimuli activates two of the major physiological mediators of 
anxiety, the hypothalamus-pituitary-adrenal axis and the sympathetic nervous system, 
Harris said. While a certain amount of anxiety and stress can enhance memory and 
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promote information seeking, chronic levels contribute to social withdrawal, 
psychopathology and disease.  
 
Additionally, exposure to emotion laden visual cues, whether encountered on the news or 
in social media, can influence cognitive function and impact individual and group behavior 
and identity in important ways.  
 
“Alarmingly, there is almost nothing known about how complex visual media associated 
with external threats, such as terrorist attacks, or domestic crises, such as natural disasters, 
specifically influence physiological biomarkers of stress and anxiety,” Carr said. “The 
impact of emotion-laden messaging on anxiety-based disorders, depression and risk-taking 
behaviors receives little attention and is not monitored in any systematic way. Given the 
international security environment and profusion of geopolitical visual messaging, 
understanding how emotional messages induce fear, promote group cohesion and influence 
behavior is a critical national need.” 
 
The project’s overall objective is to understand:  
• The features and emphases of traumatic news that invite media coverage and draw 

viewer attention;  
• How depictions of terrorist attacks affect stress responses as measured by hormonal 

changes;  
• How compelling visuals increase arousal and motivational activation in the viewer, 

how this arousal can lead to support for retaliation and how terrorist imagery succeeds 
or fails at enhancing group identification; and 

• What types of leader communication or televised leader displays are most effective at 
calming citizens. 

 
For this study, a series of experiments exposes participants to traumatic messages, 
particularly those involving threats to personal and national security, then measures 
participants’ fear, anxiety and stress. To avoid having the research skewed by participants 
responding how they think they should feel rather than how they actually feel, the 
researchers are utilizing physiological measurements including hormonal responses, heart 
rate, skin conductance and facial muscle activation. 
 
“All of these measures will allow us to more fully understand viewer processing of 
traumatic news reports and other fear-inducing visuals,” Bucy said. “Our experiments are 
also designed to examine how the communication style of leaders as depicted in the mass 
media alters the impact that negative visual images have on stress. We’re hoping to 
identify the nonverbal leader behaviors that lessen, or mitigate, anxiety in the face of crisis 
to better understand how to minimize harmful effects of extreme events like terrorist 
strikes and even natural disasters.” 
 
The team hopes the research will provide valuable insights to the scientific and policy 
making communities on how visual threats and emotional imagery promote radicalization 
and how leadership characteristics and intergroup relationships among different segments 
of society could mitigate such choices.  
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“Long-term goals and future data application include training modules that teach leaders 
how to use nonverbal cues to reduce stress in constituents, a framework for how media 
messages should be constructed to maximize information and minimize stress in viewers, 
and brain-imaging studies that identify exactly how threat messages alter neurochemistry, 
behavior and health,” Carr said. “Our strong interdisciplinary approach will impact the 
areas of strategic communication, strategic defense, anti-terrorism, psychology and stress 
neuroendocrinology.” 
 
The researchers 
The project’s interdisciplinary nature draws on the team members’ various areas of 
expertise. 
 
Harris is a behavioral endocrinologist with an interest in how stress and the physiological 
stress response influence health, behavior, reproduction and fitness.  
 
Bucy’s research primarily examines the visual and nonverbal aspects of compelling news 
and leader behavior. His experimental studies – which rely on information processing 
theory, affective intelligence and principles of visual persuasion – have examined the 
cognitive, emotional and physiological consequences of leader portrayals on television 
news, particularly their nonverbal components. 
 
Hohman studies how social groups influence people’s self-conception, attitudes, 
physiology and biology as they relate to health behaviors. The goal of his research is to 
integrate an understanding of basic cognitive processing into social interaction, societal-
level dynamics and internal processes to explain health behavior. 
 
Carr is a neuroendocrinologist who studies how hormones affect the brain and vice versa. 
He is most interested in how stress hormones affect subconscious behavior, which he 
studies in his laboratory using frogs as a model system.  
 
They agree it’s been interesting and informative to be able to work with peers from 
different backgrounds for a common goal. 
 
“The most obvious change for me is the opportunity to actually work with humans rather 
than frogs,” Carr joked. “As a basic researcher it is exciting to apply my knowledge to real-
life scenarios, which I don’t often do. Working with faculty from the College of Media & 
Communication and the Department of Psychological Sciences has opened my eyes to how 
everyday things, like watching a news broadcast or interacting socially with my friends, 
can modulate my response to emotionally laden news and change the context within which 
I process such cues.” 
 
Harris said it’s been a positive experience to extend herself beyond her normal area of 
study. 
 
“Having the ability to apply what I do to a larger contextual and integrative framework has 
been exciting and rewarding,” she said. “As a biologist who primarily works on animals, I 



find it particularly rewarding to study evolutionarily conserved physiological and 
behavioral processes in humans. Being able to draw on evolution and comparative 
knowledge to generate hypotheses about human problems has given me a new appreciation 
for the integrative nature of my field.” 
 
Hohman said the collaboration has given him knowledge he can apply to his primary 
research focus. 
 
“I find that working with great researchers from outside my area of research leads to 
interesting and informative studies that address important questions for society,” he said. 
“Working on interdisciplinary projects leads me to ask different, important questions about 
my own research and has helped me expand my research into new and exciting areas.” 
 
Bucy added that, beyond the expertise of individual team members, the opportunity to 
work with such a diverse and collegial set of collaborators has been a motivating factor in 
pursuing this line of research.  
 
“You always hope to assemble a team like this, but it’s easier said than done,” Bucy said. 
“In fact, it was really serendipitous how this all came together. I happened to meet Breanna 
one day at the Student Union Building’s Starbucks and out of that one chance meeting we 
managed to assemble a diverse team of like-minded researchers focused on a pressing 
question at the intersection of media, emotion, visual processing and social dynamics. We 
really couldn’t have planned it any better.” 
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Texas Tech University Alumni Start Athletics Academy 
The two former student-athletes run the FUNdamental Athletics Academy to teach kids 

about sports. 
By Kristen Barton 

 
Ann and Paul Erickson, two former Texas Tech University student-athletes, cannot 
remember a time in their lives when they were not passionate about sports. Ann has always 
loved challenge, competition and bonding with teammates. Paul cannot think of a sport he 
does not enjoy playing. 
 
Now, the former football and volleyball players are passing that passion on to future 
athletes. 
 
In Lincoln, Nebraska, far from their alma mater of Texas Tech, Paul and Ann are using 
their degrees to educate young students about all types of sports. 
 
The FUNdamental Athletics Academy opened in 2015 and hosts around 83 students per 
week, an increase from last year’s 31 at the beginning of the school year. At the academy, 
students come before and after school to learn the basics of sports and play games such as 
dodgeball or kickball.  
 
Paul graduated from Texas Tech in 2001 with a master’s degree in exercise and sports 
science and was an offensive tackle for the Red Raider football team.  
 
Ann graduated in 2003 with her bachelor’s degree in health and exercise sports science 
after four years on the Red Raider volleyball team, where she served as the captain for 
three years. 
 
Paul wants students to learn about all sports and not feel like they have to start specializing 
in one or two sports at a young age. The Ericksons started the academy so kids could play 
sports and be active. 
 
“Kids like to be active after school, so we try to have fun with them,” he said. “People see 
their kids have a good time when they’re there, so we’ve gotten positive reviews from 
parents.” 
 
At the academy, Paul said, they urge the kids to stick with playing multiple sports for a 
while.  
 
“We don’t want kids to give up a sport too early because they think they need to be the 
best soccer player in the world at 10 years old,” he said. 
 

http://www.faalincoln.com/
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Giving back 
Paul and Ann met through mutual friends at Texas Tech and were later married. Two years 
after graduating, Paul started pilot training for the military; he is now a full-time pilot for 
FedEx. 
 
Paul flies across the country, usually starting around 10:30 p.m. and flying until 4 or 5 a.m. 
most days of the week. He also flies for the Nebraska Air National Guard in the U.S. Air 
Force is deployed in 30- 60- or 90-day rotations.  
 
Paul has been deployed eight to 10 times in his career. He has been to Guam and Turkey 
plus other shorter missions. 
 
When at work, he refuels military airplanes. He has also flown a medevac plane, an 
airplane with a small hospital in the back to fly injured people to get medical attention. 
 
His time in pilot training was intensive. Often he endured 12-hour days for five days a 
week and had to know his training like the back of his hand. Paul had to recite entire 
paragraphs of what he was learning verbatim. 
 
“The best part is getting to defend our country,” Paul said. “I know I keep my family and 
friends safer at home.” 
 
Paul pursued flying for the military because his dad did, and he wanted to be like him. He 
hopes one day his children might want to follow his footsteps, too. 
 
“Serving our country is an important part of being a citizen and I think it’s good to give 
back,” he said. “I’m hoping it’s something my kids find pride in, something they could 
hopefully take up.” 
 
Ann has always been passionate about coaching, she said. She coached club volleyball in 
Lubbock while at Texas Tech and continued when she and Paul moved to Nebraska. She 
also coached junior varsity volleyball and volunteered with the varsity team for eight years 
at Lincoln Southeast High School. 
 
The beginning 
In December 2014, the Ericksons met with their business partners, Jayme Shelton and Sean 
Mulvaney, and began weekly meetings the following January to start the FUNdamental 
Athletics Academy. 
 
The original idea came from Shelton, director of strategic partnerships, who thought it 
would be a good idea for kids to have an after-school option where they could be active 
while parents were at work. 
 
Mulvaney, director of business operations, said there is a high demand for off-site, after-
school care in the area, and there was not anything like this academy. Kids in the area get 
physical education time only once every six days in school, so there also was a high 
demand for events allowing kids to be active.  
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In the fall of 2015, the FUNdamental Athletics Academy opened its doors to 31 students 
who wanted to learn the basics of sports before and after school. 
 
“We started it because we want kids to enjoy playing sports,” Paul said. “My wife and I 
wanted them to be exposed to everything, so they’re playing but not at a practice.” 
 
The growth 
Ann said they have worked to build a curriculum which focuses on building confidence, 
emphasizes teamwork and leadership, skill level, exposure to multiple sports and basic 
athletic movements that are not taught in youth sports. Boys and girls play all sports at the 
academy. 
 
The curriculum includes volleyball, football, basketball, soccer, baseball, softball and 
tennis. Ann said they also do balance and coordination exercises and proper form for push-
ups, planks, squats, etc. to help the students learn how to prevent injuries. 
 
The academy, open to students in kindergarten through fifth grade, offers time to do 
homework, have a snack and work on the curriculum. The facility also can be rented out to 
teams for practices and parties. It has a basketball/volleyball court, batting cages, turf and a 
locker room. 
 
There are summer day camps in addition to the before- and after-school care program. The 
academy also provides pick-up services at some local schools. 
 
“I really didn’t know what to expect when we started,” Ann said. “I did think if we do it 
right, pay attention to the details and, first and foremost, care about the kids and their 
families, we could have some success.” 
 
The challenges 
Success did not come without some rough terrain to cross. Running a small business can 
be all-encompassing, and the FUNdamental Athletics Academy is no exception. 
 
Mulvaney said the biggest challenge to starting the academy was a lack of examples. 
 
“Our biggest struggle is, this concept hasn’t been done and isn’t being done,” he said. “We 
were dealing with uncertainty and asking ourselves, ‘Why hasn’t someone else started this, 
what are we missing?’ But we’ve had a ton of success.” 
 
Additionally, finding a balance with their families can be hard at times, Ann said. As the 
director and managing partner, she is at the academy working every day, overseeing 
everything. The employees also want the best for everyone involved, including the 
families. 
 
For Paul, keeping up with the high energy of the students is difficult, among other 
challenges with running a small business. 
 



“Three of the partners have different full-time jobs and Ann has 80 kids every day, plus 
our three boys when I’m deployed or out of town with FedEx,” he said. “Without Ann 
keeping the day-to-day challenges to a minimum, we would have a great idea without 
proper execution.” 
 
The rewards 
With all of those challenges come the benefits of helping kids be active and teaching them 
the value of sports.  
 
Shelton said the smile on the kids’ faces is what he enjoys the most about working at the 
academy.  
 
“I love hearing kids tell their parents they are not ready to go home,” he said. “The long-
term goal is to create self-respecting student-athletes who contribute to the community. I 
feel we have established a foundation to accomplish this.” 
 
For Mulvaney, however, the most rewarding part is the students’ tears. 
 
“The first week we were open, we had kids leave here crying because they didn’t want to 
leave. They wanted to stay here, play and have fun,” he said. “Since they only get PE time 
once every six days in school, them being able to get energy out and instructed 
development techniques has been fun.” 
 
Ann said watching the students have fun while building confidence is fantastic. She is an 
advocate for kids playing and trying all sports, and the academy lets her do just that. 
 
The future 
In one year, the academy has already seen exponential growth, and with the success it has 
seen, it is possible it will keep growing. 
 
To handle this business and working together as a married couple, Ann said she and Paul 
have tools from Texas Tech to help accomplish their goals. 
 
“I believe since both of us were former athletes at Texas Tech, we are both good at 
communicating, supporting, solving problems and knowing our roles,” she said. “We are 
able to separate and focus on the tasks and goals at hand, even if we disagree, for the 
betterment of our team.” 
 
Paul said they would like the academy to grow, but they want to make sure it is executed 
the right way. The product has to be great from the start. The main goal is for the kids to be 
active and have fun doing it.   
 
“I truly think being involved in sports and being a part of teams that compete at a high 
level at Texas Tech helped prepare both Paul and I to do life,” Ann said. “With the 
challenges of being apart quite often through deployments and missions, raising three 
boys, opening a business, starting new jobs, etc., we were prepared to take them on.” 
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This New Technology Could Prevent a Leading Cause of Death  
A recent development from Texas Tech University researchers can detect sepsis  

earlier, giving doctors time to treat the often-fatal infection. 
By Glenys Young 

 
In the medical community, sepsis can be a scary word. It means the body’s immune system 
is going into overdrive trying to kill a blood-borne bacterial infection. It’s an easily treated 
condition, but if left untreated can kill a person in as little as two days. 
 
The even scarier part? Normal methods of detecting sepsis take at least that long. 
 
But researchers in the Texas Tech University Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry 
have found a new way to significantly reduce that detection time, giving medical 
professionals a greater window of time in which to treat the patient. 
 
“Normally when you detect sepsis, you do it through bacterial culture; that takes two days 
on the short end to 15 days on the long end,” said Dimitri Pappas, an associate professor of 
chemistry. “Most people die of sepsis at two days. The detection currently is on the exact 
same time scale as mortality, so we’re trying to speed that up. 
 
“Instead of the bacteria, we’re looking at the body’s immune response to those bacteria, 
because that’s what you really care about. The bacteria cause the infection, but it’s the 
body’s response that causes sepsis.” 
 
The problem 
Sepsis is a major concern in the U.S. health care industry. It’s one of the highest causes of 
death in hospitals because it is most likely to occur in people already there. 
 
“Most of the time when you have a pretty serious infection of the blood, your body can 
handle it,” Pappas said. “In the elderly, in people who are immune-compromised – people 
who have had surgeries, for example, or burns or they’re already fighting off infection – and 
in children as well, you see a runaway immune response where the body’s act of saving 
itself can actually be lethal.” 
 
It begins with what’s called systemic inflammatory response syndrome – that’s the body 
ramping up the immune system to fight the bacteria. From there, it progresses into sepsis 
and eventually septic shock, in which blood pressure plummets, organs fail and eventually 
the patient dies. 
 
“It is estimated there are 1 million new cases of sepsis in hospitalized patients per year in 
the United States,” said Dr. John Griswold, professor and chair emeritus in the Department 
of Surgery at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center. “Sepsis is the leading 
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cause of death in intensive care units in the United States, and patients with the diagnosis of 
sepsis have a minimum of a 30 percent chance of dying of their disease; if their vital organ 
systems – brain, heart, lungs, liver, kidneys – are affected, they have a 70 percent chance of 
dying. The elderly have the highest rate and, in some studies, death is over 85 percent in 
those over the age of 75.” 
 
In addition to mortality, sepsis can result in amputation of a limb or prolonged 
hospitalization. Griswold said it’s considered one of the most costly diseases in health care, 
amounting to a staggering $22 billion to $25 billion each year, a cost that’s increasing by 11 
to 12 percent each year.  
 
Sepsis is regularly detected through a patient’s abnormal body temperature and rapid heart 
and breathing rates. 
 
“Those are all incredibly crude measurements, so it’s not a precise measurement at all,” 
Pappas said. “It leads to a lot of false positives.” 
 
A bacterial culture is done to verify the diagnosis, but because doctors know the bacterial 
culture likely will take longer than a septic patient’s life span, they often order treatment 
immediately. 
 
“The way they treat sepsis right now is through a massive antibiotic administration,” Pappas 
said. “That’s good, actually, but if you do it prophylactically and when it’s not needed, 
you’re basically helping create drug-resistant bacteria. So there’s a need to detect sepsis and 
to treat it but not to over treat it as well, because over treating it leads to additional 
problems.” 
 
The solution 
To successfully treat septic patients, doctors need two critical pieces of information: the 
microorganism causing the infection and whether it can be eradicated by antibiotics. 
 
“Waiting for that information over several days is one of the main problems and reasons for 
the devastating outcomes,” Griswold said. “Dr. Pappas has developed a test that should give 
us at least the indication of bacterial invasion within a matter of hours as opposed to days.  
The sooner we have an indication of microorganism invasion, the sooner we are on the path 
to successful treatment of these very sick patients.” 
 
Working in a field known as microfluidics, Pappas and graduate student Ye Zhang recently 
filed a provisional patent for a tiny chip that can speed up the detection process. 
 
“We make tiny glass and plastic chips that perform fluid operations just like a circuit on 
your computer does electronic operations,” Pappas said. “We can take a blood sample, 
introduce it into this chip and capture one cell type or move fluids around and add 
chemicals to dye the cells certain colors and do diagnostic measurements.” 
 
Using their chip, a sepsis diagnosis can be confirmed in just four hours. 
 
“That rapid detection will let doctors intervene sooner and intervene when necessary, but it 
also allows them not just to detect it but to follow up treatment,” Pappas said. “If a patient is 
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septic and they’re identified as such, and then you give them this heavy course of 
antibiotics, you can follow and retest them over time to make sure the body’s response is 
returning to normal.” 
 
The chip requires less than a drop of blood for an accurate test. 
 
“It’s so minimal we could do this multiple times throughout the course of the treatment of 
the patient,” Pappas said. “If they’re not septic at hour zero, but they still look septic by 
other methods, we could test them in six hours and see if they’ve progressed or not.” 
 
The chips are designed to look for the activation of certain white blood cells, which would 
indicate the immune system was going to work to fight the infection. 
 
At this point, all testing has been done with the help of stem cells. 
 
“We have stem cells that we transform into white blood cells, then we trick them into 
thinking there’s an infection,” Pappas said. “We add those infection-response blood cells to 
human blood in the concentrations we want and the time frame we want.”  
 
The blood is then tested to see if the chip registers it as septic.  
 
“That allows us to refine the technique to make sure it’ll work, because human samples are 
far more variable as far as the protein content of the blood, the stress factors in the blood,” 
Pappas said. “Before moving to humans, we had to show it’ll work in the first place.” 
 
Because of the chip’s success, the next step is to test with human blood. And thanks to a 
collaboration with Dr. Griswold, Pappas will start enrolling patients in November. 
 
Pappas would like to see the device used in health care centers everywhere. 
 
“Ultimately, this type of work – for it to be successful – has to be commercialized,” he said. 
“It has to be out there in the hands of physicians. We’re going to pilot it at the Health 
Sciences Center, but ultimately we want it to be adopted outside the walls of this building 
and outside the city of Lubbock.” 
  
Pappas said he was ecstatic when he realized the chip worked and is eager to see its future. 
 
“It’s not always that the universe works in your favor,” he said. “This time everything kind 
of lined up the way it should have.” 
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Umbrella-Holder for the Stars: Student Gets Dream Internship at NYC Theater 
Brook Barrett, a theater student at Texas Tech, spent the summer as an intern at one of the 

most prestigious theaters in the country. 
By Heidi Toth 

 
A typical summer job is hot, sweaty, backbreaking work. 
 
That was certainly the case for Brook Barrett, a theater major from Lubbock. She worked 
12-hour days setting up tents, hauling landscaping materials, unloading trucks and taking 
down tents. And she did it in New York City’s legendary wet heat. 
 
Of course, she also waved hello and occasionally chatted with Daniel Radcliffe. Her first 
day included an introduction to Rachel Dratch. In her off time, she met Jane Krakowski. A 
work party once included Meryl Streep. Don’t even ask about the 10 weeks’ worth of 
LinkedIn connections she accumulated. 
 
Maybe Barrett’s summer job wasn’t that typical after all. 
 
Barrett spent her summer as an intern at The Public Theater in New York City. The Public, 
home to the debut of “Hamilton” and Shakespeare in the Park, hires eight general 
production interns from hundreds of applicants throughout the country each summer. The 
interns work basically sunrise to sunset (or longer on performance days) six days a week. 
For the most part it was unglamorous physical labor; Barrett got a workout every day she 
was there. But, she said, she made connections throughout her chosen industry, she gained 
experience in the inner workings of a major and groundbreaking theater and, given that 
theater is her life, she saw 40 plays in two and a half months – not bad for a summer 
internship. 
 
“The best part of the internship was meeting so many people who I know I’ll stay in 
contact with,” she said. “I met some wonderful connections, and that’s a fantastic thing to 
have, especially when everything is so up in the air in this career.” 
 
Going Public 
The trick to theater production is no one in the audience knowing anything about 
production. That means nothing went wrong. 
 
It’s also a production in and of itself, because a lot can go wrong, especially at a place like 
The Public, which prides itself on being nontraditional. 
 
“It’s had a really good, really, really rich history of huge successes that changed the 
landscape of theater,” said Barry Stagg, assistant production manager and intern 



coordinator at The Public and a 2007 Texas Tech graduate. “There’s no better place to be 
than here.” 
 
The Public Theater organization has two venues: The Public, which has five actual theaters 
and a mission to push the edge of traditional theater, debuting shows like “Hamilton” and 
“Fun Home;” and the Delacorte, a theater in Central Park where the organization puts on 
Shakespeare in the Park with a professional cast and crew but little in the way of a typical 
stage, since it’s in the park. It’s also free to anyone who can get a ticket. 
 
“It’s become a New York staple,” Barrett said. “They sell out every show because it’s a 
loved thing. It’s really, really good.” 
 
Most of her work was at the Delacorte, helping with “Troilus and Cressida” and an all-
female production of “The Taming of the Shrew.” Her tasks were many and varied; interns 
unloaded trucks, built ramps, erected tents, painted sets and held umbrellas over actors 
when it rained. 
 
“She tried to cozy up to the different stars to hold the umbrellas,” Stagg said. “It was just 
funny watching her sort of angle in.” 
 
Interns require a unique set of skills as well as a certain level of grace and maturity, Stagg 
said, since on any given day they could be escorting famous actors around the theater 
before lunch and landscaping in knee-deep mud after lunch. They work six days a week, 
starting at 9 a.m. and ending after dark. 
 
Barrett got her fill of hard labor, including filling bags with mulch to help recreate a war 
scene in “Troilus and Cressida,” basically building the stage at the outdoor theater and 
moving items at The Public, which has five theaters, four of which are in use at any given 
time while the fifth acts as storage. 
 
Seeing the hard work and guts that go into a production, and being the one to supply that 
hard work, isn’t always what interns who want to be actors sign up for. That didn’t sway 
the budding actress from Texas Tech at all. 
 
“What’s great about Brook is she’s still just the biggest fan of theater,” Stagg said. “She’d 
start getting tired, and she kept this perspective that this is great, I’m working in New York 
City at one of the best theaters, I get to do this. She’d boost the morale of others around 
her.” 
 
It helped that, in between the physical labor, Barrett got other assignments. She helped out 
during a filming of “Mozart in the Jungle” with Bernadette Peters and she struck up a work 
friendship of sorts with Radcliffe, the “Harry Potter” star who now is in “Privacy.” She 
was one of two interns selected to help test some material for the show, which turned into 
what she called a fake date. He would say hello and ask how she was doing throughout the 
rest of the summer. 
 
“What did I not do? Production is a very broad spectrum, so you never really know what 
you’re doing until that day happens,” Barrett said. “Anything that needed to be done we 
did, and it was from getting someone coffee to building a podium.” 
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Plus, the interns attended The Public’s gala and got to see all the shows at both the 
Delacorte and The Public. They also attended a naturalization ceremony in which 19 
people from 15 countries became American citizens. 
 
Famous people and fan-girling 
In her first week, Barrett found herself in the same space as both Radcliffe and Dratch. 
 
“They were the two that I cared about, and I made a fool of myself the first day because I 
didn’t know how to handle anything,” Barrett said. “I went up to Rachel Dratch and 
basically thanked her for making people laugh, which is the dumbest thing I could have 
possibly said ever, but I did because she was there and I was there and I was like, ‘I’m 
going to talk to her if she’s there,’ so I did. And I regret that moment very much.” 
 
The good news is, that was the last time she felt foolish around celebrities. Much of that 
was because her work required employees to essentially leave the famous actors and 
actresses alone – no asking for autographs, no taking pictures, no fan-girling. For the most 
part Barrett handled this without too much angst. 
 
There was one time, though. 
 
“At one point during The Public’s gala, Meryl Streep was about three steps away from me, 
just sitting on the steps eating some food,” she said. “You have no idea how badly I want 
to sit down with her and be like, ‘What’s up? How are you?’ Just create some kind of 
mediocre conversation and I would have cried.” 
 
She also met the cast of “She Loves Me,” a musical starring Zachary Levi, Laura Benanti 
and Jane Krakowski.  
 
“That was one of the coolest meet-and-greets I’ve ever been to,” Barrett said. “Zachary 
Levi literally pulled out a boombox and danced as he took pictures and signed autographs.” 
 
She did not get to meet Lin-Manuel Miranda or see him rapping onstage as Alexander 
Hamilton in the Tony Award-winning musical of the same name. Barrett hoped the 
connection – “Hamilton” made its world debut at The Public – would enable her to get a 
ticket. It didn’t, but she and the other interns did get a backstage tour. 
 
Living in the Big Apple 
As for how she spent her rare downtime – Barrett averaged one day off a week – she 
paused, got a sorry-not-sorry look on her face and confessed something of which she 
wasn’t at all ashamed. 
 
“I saw almost every show on Broadway, if we’re going to be real,” Barrett said. “That was 
pretty cool.” 
 



She’s been to New York a couple of times before, so she’d seen most of the tourist spots 
already. In fact, Barrett found herself sliding into native New Yorker mode – walking an 
extra block so she could not walk through Times Square, rolling her eyes at tourists, 
avoiding the typical touristy areas. When she wasn’t in a theater, either working or seeing a 
show, she did laundry, went grocery shopping and slept. 
 
Besides the theater offerings, though, New York wasn’t her favorite. She lived in a 
residence hall designed for students doing internships in the city, so it was affordable and 
close to work, but it offered the standard square footage and privacy of a dorm room. And 
she had two roommates. Central Park became as much a place to get away from her tiny 
room as it did her office. 
 
Plus, the city wasn’t what she was used to. Barrett grew up in Lubbock, and while she has 
no plans to stay after college, it’s still where she’s comfortable. 
 
“At first New York was scary. I got there and was very overwhelmed – complete culture 
shock,” she said. “Then things got better, but I never quite fell in love with the city like I 
had just visiting it. 
 
“But if you want to see Broadway, if you want to be on Broadway, you have to put up with 
the city.” 
 
And Barrett wants to be on Broadway – a very specific person on Broadway, in fact. 
 
“Elphaba in ‘Wicked,’” Barrett replied before the question was finished. “Elphaba in 
‘Wicked’ is totally my dream role.” 
 
And she’s done some impressively thorough research on this role. 
 
“It’s an amazing show. I’ve seen it 13 times myself,” Barrett said. 
 
The next question – “Did you see it this summer?” – almost didn’t need to be asked. 
 
“You bet I did. On my birthday, that’s the show I saw,” she said. “Whenever I play that 
role I’ll be like, ‘Well, y’all are just repaying me for all the times I saw it.’” 
 
That was on the highlight reel for Stagg as well. He knew somebody who knew somebody 
– one of the perks of working in theater in New York City – and they arranged for Barrett 
to go backstage before a showing of “Wicked.”  
 
“Yeah,” he said, preceding it with a laugh. “She was very proud of herself that she didn’t 
cry, even though she welled up with tears walking in.” 
 
The internship and beyond 
Stagg emailed Beth Scheckel, an adviser for the School of Theatre & Dance, about the 
internship. He couldn’t promise anything except to make sure applicants from Texas Tech 
got a second glance.  
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/theatreanddance/
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“I just made sure we looked hard at her,” Stagg said. “Other people pulled her up to the 
top. I wasn’t at her interview, but the other people on the team liked her. It was the other 
people at The Public who fell in love with her.” 
 
Acting professor Dean Nolen, who has worked on Broadway and throughout the world, 
and theatre and dance Chairman Mark Charney encouraged Barrett to apply. She did, then 
waited weeks to learn she got an interview. She found out near the end of the spring 
semester that she’d been selected. Although her plan is to act, she wanted both the 
experience of stage production and the connections that would come from working at 
theater like The Public. 
 
“This annual internship at The Public Theater is a highly sought after opportunity for 
theater students from all around the world,” Nolen said. “While I’m not at all surprised 
Brook landed this position, it must be said the level of competition was intense. Brook 
distinguished herself among the applicants and made a tremendously positive impression 
for herself and Texas Tech.” 
 
Barrett will continue performing at Texas Tech – she was part of the cast of “Heathers the 
Musical,” which just concluded its run – and wants experience in directing and stage 
managing before she graduates as well. Barrett graduates in two years, and her plans are 
already in place: move to Chicago, earn an equity card, then work her way around to 
Broadway. An equity card, for the uninitiated, is akin to union membership, which is 
required on Broadway and in most of the theaters in New York and Chicago. To get into 
the actor’s union, she’ll have to do a certain number of non-equity shows, usually at 
regional theaters. 
 
She won’t be at The Public next summer; Barrett will be part of Texas Tech’s WildWind 
Performance Lab, a six-week, nontraditional theater experience. Both she and Stagg 
encouraged students to apply to The Public’s internship, though Barrett added a caveat. 
 
“Make sure you’re ready to work if you go,” she said. “Make sure you’re driven, you’re a 
go-getter. Don’t let anyone tell you what to do twice. I’m from Texas Tech and I like 
Texas Tech, and if you’re going to represent Texas Tech you need to do well.” 
 
Stagg said many students may not think they have a chance at the internship; apply 
anyway, he said. The Public is all about making theater accessible, and that includes its 
interns. The staff pay less attention to what’s on an applicant’s resume than they do to the 
person who’s applying. 
 
“Theater just belongs to everybody,” he said. 
 
Sidebar/pull-quote 
“Brook is one of those young actors for whom truth in character comes naturally. Her work 
is always honest; she brings a beautiful vulnerability to everything she does and is unafraid 
to make bold, unique choices as an actor. This is the recipe for success for an actor/artist.” 
– Dean Nolen 
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