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Difficult Dialogues Series to Focus on College Athlete’s Compensation 

The second spring installment will feature a panel discussion with Texas Tech faculty, 

staff and students.    

 

The Texas Tech University Cross-Cultural Academic Advancement Center (CCAAC) 

will host a panel discussion for the second spring installment of the Difficult Dialogues 

series. The discussion, “College Athlete’s Compensation,” is scheduled for 6 p.m. 

Thursday (March 3) in the Education Building, Room 001. 

 

Jody Roginson, assistant professor of practice in public relations and sports media, will 

serve as moderator.  

 

Other panel members are:  

 Brian Shannon, faculty athletics representative to the NCAA and Big 12 

Conference 

 Anna Hollingsworth, former softball student-athlete at UT Permian Basin 

 Julian Munroe, Texas Tech men’s track and field assistant coach 

 Benedict Iloanya, CCAAC student assistant 

 

Ruben Lopez, CCAAC unit coordinator, said the professors and students chosen for the 

panel have backgrounds in college athletics.  

 

“They can better answer questions about why students should or shouldn’t be 

compensated for their participation in athletics, in addition to their normal scholarships,” 

Lopez said. “This will give students and members of the community a chance to show up 

and voice their opinions on the topic and learn how that discussion is being had on 

campus.”  

  

A third installment in the Difficult Dialogues series March 31 will focus on the U.S. 

presidential race. The final installment on April 5 will focus on healthcare reform. Each 

will take place at 6 p.m. in the Education Building, Room 001. 

 

For more information about Difficult Dialogues Program, visit its website. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

mailto:amanda.castro-crist@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/ccaac/index.php
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/ccaac/difficult_dialogues.php
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/ccaac/difficult_dialogues.php
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia


CONTACT: Ruben Lopez, unit coordinator, Cross-Cultural Academic 

Advancement Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-7801 or 

ruben.a.lopez@ttu.edu  

mailto:ruben.a.lopez@ttu.edu


          

Office of Communications and Marketing  
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

Advisory 
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE: March 1, 2016 

CONTACT: Jenae Fleming, jb.fleming@ttu.edu    

         (806) 742-2136 

 

Texas Tech Hosts International Symposium 

The conference looks deeper into representations of the “loser” across French-speaking 

cultures.  

 

WHAT: Texas Tech University will host an international symposium entitled, “The 

Loser in French and Francophone Literature and Film.”  

 

Scholars and researchers from all over the world will define how the loser 

is represented in different cultures, times and genres. The conference will 

feature two panels, Russian and Classic, to foster dialogue between 

different languages and literature. 

 

Philip Powrie, dean of faculty in the College of Arts and Sciences at the 

University of Surrey, is the plenary speaker for the conference.  

 

WHEN: 9:15 a.m.–7 p.m. Thursday (March 3) and Friday (March 4) 

 

WHERE: Southwest Collection/ Special Collection Library, Formby Room 

 

WHO:  The event is open to the public while admission is free. 

 

The conference is sponsored by the Texas Tech University Russian Club, Division of 

Institutional Diversity, Equity & Community Engagement, Humanities Center, 

Department of Classical & Modern Languages & Literatures, Ethics Center, College of 

Arts & Sciences, Office of International Affairs, Department of Political Science and The 

CH Foundation. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT:  Carole Edwards, associate professor, Classical & Modern Languages 

& Literatures, College of Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3145 

ext. 274 or carole.edwards@ttu.edu  

mailto:jb.fleming@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/humanities-center/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/classic_modern/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ethics/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/artsandsciences/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/artsandsciences/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/international/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/politicalscience/
http://www.chfoundationlubbock.com/
http://www.chfoundationlubbock.com/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:carole.edwards@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech’s Undergraduate Biochemistry Programs Earn Full Accreditation 

The seven-year term lasts through March 14, 2023. 

 

Texas Tech University’s undergraduate programs in biochemistry have received 

accreditation by the American Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (ASBMB) 

for the next seven years, the longest term allowable. 

 

The accreditation begins March 15 and will last through March 14, 2023. 

 

“It is a great honor to receive the accreditation of the American Society of Biochemistry 

and Molecular Biology for our bachelor’s programs in biochemistry,” said Joachim 

Weber, associate professor of biochemistry and associate chair of the Department of 

Chemistry and Biochemistry. “This stamp of approval by the leading scientific association 

in the field of biochemistry and molecular biology demonstrates to our students, to their 

parents, to prospective employers and to the scientific community the excellence of 

education and training in biochemistry that students at Texas Tech receive.” 

 

According to the acceptance letter from the ASBMB, several aspects of Texas Tech’s 

application for accreditation were considered particularly noteworthy: 

 Exceptional faculty, outstanding in both teaching and research 

 The quality and breadth of experiential learning woven through the program 

 A strong commitment to diversity on campus, including effective support from the 

Texas Tech Division of Institutional Diversity, Equity & Community Engagement 

 Access to university-wide support structures for faculty development 

 An integrated safety program 

 A strong faculty commitment to undergraduate research 

 

“This accreditation of our B.S. and B.A. degrees in biochemistry by the American Society 

of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, as well as prior accreditation of our B.S. degree 

in chemistry by the American Chemical Society, assures our students they are receiving a 

professionally recognized degree regardless of which track, chemistry or biochemistry, 

they pursue,” said W. Brent Lindquist, dean of the College of Arts & Sciences.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Toni Salama, senior editor, College of Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 834-2761 or toni.salama@ttu.edu  

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/chemistry/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/chemistry/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/artsandsciences/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:toni.salama@ttu.edu
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Politics and the Life Sciences Journal Joins Cambridge University Press 
Media & Communication professor Erik Bucy serves as the journal’s editor-in-chief. 

 
In the grand scheme of things, the intersection of politics and biology is still a relatively 
new discipline, having been studied for a little more than four decades. 
 
Now, however, the journal promoting studies and articles regarding those two disciplines 
is supported by one of the oldest publishing companies in the world. 
 
Politics and the Life Sciences, a journal of political behavior, ethics and policy edited here 
at Texas Tech University, recently entered into a publishing agreement with Cambridge 
University Press, the nonprofit publishing arm of the historic British university that has 
been in existence for more than five centuries. 
 
Editor-in-chief Erik Bucy, the Marshall and Sharleen Formby Regents Professor of 
Strategic Communication in the College of Media & Communication at Texas Tech, said 
the journal’s acquisition by Cambridge was an ideal move, filling a mutual need. 
 
“We filled a niche they did not have, not only in terms of political behavior or political 
ethics but political behavior and ethics relating to the life sciences and their connection to 
biology,” said Bucy, who studies nonverbal communication in political news and 
cognitive and emotional processing of televised leader displays. 
 
“We never thought we would be picked up by a publisher of this stature but Cambridge 
recognized our contribution. We got their attention due to the unique position we occupy 
in the literature. Cambridge has 350 journals in their list already but didn’t have a title 
covering the niche that we fulfilled. It was kind of a perfect match when they realized we 
were out there.” 
 
Politics and the life sciences 
The journal, now in its 35th year of publication, launched in 1982 under the Association 
for Politics and Life Sciences, which started as a section of the American Political Science 
Association. Bucy said the group felt the need to examine the deeper roots and causes of 
political behavior, and answers weren’t coming from traditional methods of data gathering 
through surveys or institutional analysis. 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu


 
Researchers began by examining animal behavior models and comparing them with such 
aspects of human politics as competition and aggression. By the early 1980s, researchers 
felt there was enough original research and interest to form the association and publish the 
journal. 
 
“It really took off as kind of a niche within political science that has since spread to public 
policy, public opinion about life science issues like global warming or genetically 
modified foods, and even neuroscientific studies of political decision making,” Bucy said. 
“There’s even relevance to communication research when talking about visual framing of 
life sciences issues in the media, or some of the work I do on nonverbal behavior in 
politics. All that falls under a general biopolitics umbrella.” 
 
The journal published independently for 33 years with a contracted printer (most recently, 
Allen Press of Lawrence, Kansas) while the association retained ownership of the journal. 
But with changing times the association’s executive council realized it needed to expand 
the journal’s reach not only nationally but globally, and there was a desire to increase 
publication frequency to a quarterly instead of twice a year as it is now. 
 
So, in early 2014, council president Rob Sprinkle of the University of Maryland sought 
advice from a publishing consultant on the best way to proceed. The decision was made to 
align with an academic publisher, of which there are several, including Cambridge, 
Oxford, Sage, Elsevier, Taylor and Francis and others. Cambridge and Oxford are two of 
the oldest, both having existed for centuries, but whereas Cambridge is not-for-profit, 
Oxford—as with most other publishers—is now commercial. 
 
“Cambridge gave us everything we were looking for – the recognition, the deep history, 
deep pockets and commitment to market our journal and support us through the 
conversion from twice a year to four times a year,” Bucy said. “Now that we have some 
initial visibility under the Cambridge University Press imprint, it’s much easier to reach 
out to people who haven’t heard of us before.” 
 
Expanding the journal’s reach 
Not only does the association with Cambridge expand the journal’s reach, it also allows 
the journal to make some key changes that will grow it even more. 
 
The big push is to go from being published twice a year to four times a year. The first step 
in that process is developing an online ScholarOne submissions platform to handle the 
increased flow of manuscripts that are expected as the journal becomes more visible. 
 
As it stands now, researchers just email their manuscripts to the journal for consideration, 
which isn’t scalable for an increased volume of submissions. 
 
“Once we get on board with a new submission platform, we’ll be able to ramp it up quite a 
bit,” Bucy said. 
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Bucy said going quarterly will allow the journal to more easily measure its impact and 
reach using the Institute for Scientific Information (ISI) impact factor. At present, journal 
articles are tracked with “altmetrics,” such as views, downloads and tweets. The ISI 
ranking, developed by Thompson Reuters, is preferred, particularly by professors and 
researchers seeking tenure, because it allows for computer-compiled statistical reports that 
not only measure the output of journals but also the frequency in which they are cited, thus 
measuring the journal’s impact in the field. 
 
The second big change will come in the editorial structure of the journal. The editor-in-
chief serves a three-year term, and Bucy, who took over the editorship in 2008 while at 
Indiana University, had already completed two terms in 2014 when he indicated he would 
like to step down to write a book. But the executive council of the association asked him 
to stay on through the transition, which he has. The process of finding a new editorial team 
has now begun, but Bucy said he may continue with the journal in some capacity, possibly 
as a consulting editor. 
 
The current editorial structure has Bucy working with several contributing editors. But the 
new structure would have the editor-in-chief aided by multiple associate editors, with 
coverage in North America and possibly Europe to help distribute the workload and 
broaden the journal’s reach. Moving to a multiple-editor structure would ease manuscript 
processing and prevent any single editor from being buried with submissions. Authors 
could also expect to hear back about editorial decisions on an accelerated timeline. 
 
A fortuitous partnership  
To date, the journal has seen two issues published by Cambridge and a third is in 
production. So far, the association has been everything the journal had hoped for. 
 
As for the future, Bucy said the journal would like to expand its scope, which would 
include featuring more international contributors and showcasing a wider range of work. 
Among other areas, like life sciences policy and evolutionary theory, he would also like to 
see more submissions regarding what the body can tell us about politics and how 
researchers are using psychophysiology, brain imaging or endocrinology to explain 
political behavior. 
 
“We’re a natural home for this kind of work,” Bucy said. “And I think as our association 
with new work in these areas builds, we will be recognized more and more. Five or 10 
years down the road we could be big time.” 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Erik Bucy, Marshall and Sharleen Formby Regents Professor of 
Strategic Communication, Department of Advertising, College of Media & 
Communication, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3346 or erik.bucy@ttu.edu 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:erik.bucy@ttu.edu
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School of Art Professor’s Photos Displayed In Exhibition at Museum 

Rick Dingus’s exhibition will begin Friday.  

 

WHAT: Rick Dingus, photography professor in the School of Art, will have photos 

displayed at the Museum of Texas Tech University in an exhibition 

entitled “Changing Places: the Photographic Artifacts of Rick Dingus.” 

The exhibition runs from March 4 to June 12.  

 

 Liz Wells, professor in photographic culture at Plymouth University, will 

lecture during the exhibition. 

 

 The exhibition is free and open to the public. 

 

WHEN: 6-9 p.m. Friday (March 4), lecture begins at 6:30 p.m. 

 

WHERE: Exhibition: Museum of Texas Tech University, 3301 4th St. 

 

 Lecture: Museum of Texas Tech University, Helen DeVitt Jones 

Auditorium  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT:  Daniel Tyler, marketing coordinator, Museum of Texas Tech 

University, (806) 834-1227 or daniel.tyler@ttu.edu  

mailto:jb.fleming@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/art/SOA/nav/faculty/faculty/Dingus,%20Rick/dingus.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/art/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/museumttu/
https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/staff/liz-wells
https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/museumttu/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:daniel.tyler@ttu.edu


          

Office of Communications and Marketing  
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

Advisory 
 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE: March 2, 2016 

CONTACT: George Watson, george.watson@ttu.edu  

         (806) 742-2136 
  

Texas Tech School of Law Hosting Estate Planning Seminar 

The seminar, sponsored by the Estate Planning & Community Property Law Journal, will 

feature several speakers discussing a variety of topics. 

 

WHAT: The Texas Tech University School of Law Estate Planning & Community 

Property Law Journal (EPJ) hosts its eighth annual EPJ Seminar 

 

WHEN: 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Friday (March 4) 

 

WHERE: Mark and Becky Lanier Professional Development Center, Texas Tech 

School of Law, 1802 Hartford Ave. 

  

EVENT: The seminar will feature a variety of speakers from various law firms, the 

Texas Tech School of Law and other law schools from across the country. 

 

 The seminars will cover an array of topics relating to estate planning and 

property law. 

 

 Students attending will earn 6.75 hours of continuing legal education 

credit, including 1.25 ethics hours. 

 

 For more information on the seminar, visit its website. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Alyssa York, executive symposium editor, School of Law, Texas Tech 

University, (214) 316-4525 or alyssa.york@ttu.edu 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.law.ttu.edu/
http://www.epj.us/cle.html
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:alyssa.york@ttu.edu
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Former U.S. Ambassadors Coming to Texas Tech Monday for Middle East Forum 

The ambassadors are Robert Ford, Richard Hoagland,  

John Limbert and Ronald Neumann.  

 

WHAT: Panel discussion, hosted by Texas Tech University’s Office of 

International Affairs, the Center for Global Understanding and the CH 

Foundation, regarding the United States’ interests in the Middle East.  

 

The ambassadors, who combined have more than 100 years of foreign 

service experience, will be available to speak to media before the panel 

discussion about hot topics in the Middle East. 

 

WHEN: Media availability: 10:15-11:30 a.m. Monday (March 7) 

Panel discussion: 5:30 p.m. Monday (March 7)  

 

WHERE: Media availability: Room 105B in the International Cultural Center (ICC), 

601 Indiana Ave. 

Panel discussion: International Cultural Center auditorium, 601 Indiana 

Ave. 

 

Four former U.S. ambassadors will visit Texas Tech for a panel discussion regarding the 

United States’ interests in the Middle East. Richard Hoagland will moderate the 

discussion. 

 Robert Ford, U.S. Ambassador to Syria (2011-14) 

 Richard Hoagland, U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan (2011-13), Kazakhstan  

(2008-11) and Tajikistan (2003-06) 

 John Limbert, U.S. Ambassador to Islamic Republic of Mauritania (2000-03) 

 Ronald Neumann, U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan (2005-07), Bahrain (2001-04) 

and Algeria (1994-97) 

 

During the media availability in Room 105B of the ICC (10:15-11 a.m.), each 

ambassador will answer three questions from the podium while each will be available for 

one-on-one interviews in the conference room of the ICC from 11-11:30 a.m. 

 

Broadcast quality video and mult box capabilities will be made available to the media. 

For video and audio questions contact Jeff Ramazani or Lacey Nobles. 

 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/international/index.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/international/index.php
http://www.lubbock-cgu.org/
http://www.chfoundationlubbock.com/
http://www.chfoundationlubbock.com/
mailto:jeff.ramazani@ttu.edu
mailto:lacey.nobles@ttu.edu


Media should utilize parking available on the north side of the ICC in visitor parking. 

Doors to Room 105B are located on the north side of the building.  

 

For any further questions regarding the media availability, contact Scott Lacefield or 

K’Leigh Sims in the Office of Communications and Marketing.  

 

For more information about the ambassadors, please visit the Texas Tech Today website 

(will put in link once the story is posted on the site). 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Camille Patterson, executive assistant, Office of International Affairs, 

Texas Tech University, (806) 834-8882 or camille.patterson@ttu.edu or Jane Bell, 

senior director, Office of International Affairs, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-

8346 or jane.bell@ttu.edu  

 

mailto:scott.lacefield@ttu.edu
mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/communications/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:camille.patterson@ttu.edu
mailto:jane.bell@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech University Symphony Orchestra Features Two Guest Artists 

Richard Prior, composer and conductor, and pianist William Westney will perform with 

the orchestra in its next concert. 

 

 

EVENT: The Texas Tech University Symphony Orchestra will perform with guests 

Richard Prior, composer and conductor, and William Westney, professor 

of piano, at its next concert. 

  

 Prior is an award-winning conductor and composer who serves as senior 

lecturer in composition and director of orchestral studies at Emory 

University, where he also holds the Edward Goodwin Scruggs Chair and 

conducts the Emory and Youth Symphony orchestras. In addition, Prior 

also conducts the Rome Symphony Orchestra, where he holds the Georgia 

Power Conducting Chair. 

 

 Westney was the top piano prize winner of the Geneva International 

Competition, and he appeared thereafter as soloist with major orchestras 

l’Orchestre de la Suisse Romande and the Houston, San Antonio and New 

Haven symphonies. Westney holds two endowed positions at Texas Tech: 

Paul Whitfield Horn Professor of Piano and Eva Browning Artist-in-

Residence. He also has received the university’s highest honor for 

education, the Chancellor’s Council Distinguished Teaching Award. 

 

 Works to be performed at the concert include Carl Maria von Weber’s 

“Overture to Oberon,” Prior’s “…of shadow and light…”, and Edvard 

Grieg’s “Piano Concerto in A Minor, Op.16.”  

 

 Prior also will offer an informal question & answer session at the School 

of Music. The concert and the Q&A session are both free and open to the 

public. 

 

WHEN: Concert: 7:30 p.m. Monday (March 7) 

 Q&A Session: 2 to 3 p.m. Sunday (March 6) 

 

WHERE: Concert: Hemmle Recital Hall, Texas Tech School of Music 

mailto:cara.vandergriff@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/music/ensembles/orchestras.php
http://www.romesymphony.org/
https://www.osr.ch/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/music/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/music/


 Q&A Session: School of Music Band Hall (Room 011) 

   

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: David E. Becker, director, Orchestra Studies, School of Music, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 742-2270 or david.e.becker@ttu.edu 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:david.e.becker@ttu.edu
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Climate Science Center to Host Monthly Science By the Glass Event  

Faculty members Katharine Hayhoe and Cristina Bradatan will lead a discussion on the 

Syrian refugee crisis and climate change.  

 

WHAT: “Science by the Glass” is an informal discussion series hosted by the 

Texas Tech University Climate Science Center. The series is designed to 

bring members of the community and Texas Tech faculty and students 

together to discuss topics related to science, climate and society. The latest 

discussion, “The Syrian Refugee Crisis: The Tip of the Iceberg in a 

Changing Climate,” will be led by Texas Tech faculty members Katharine 

Hayhoe and Cristina Bradatan. 

   

WHEN: 6 p.m. Tuesday (March 8) 

 

WHERE: Fox & Hound Sports Tavern, 4210 82nd St., Ste. 240 

 

WHO: Katharine Hayhoe is one of the world’s leading experts on climate science 

and climate change. She is the director of the Climate Science Center and 

an assistant professor in the Department of Political Science. She is a 

scientific adviser to the National Center for Atmospheric Research’s 

Climate and Global Dynamics Laboratory and serves on several national 

climate committees and teams.  

 

 Cristina Bradatan is the director of the Texas Tech Population Center and 

an associate professor in the Department of Sociology, Anthropology and 

Social Work. Her research includes climate change effects, migration, 

adaptation and demographic methods.  

 

The discussion is open to the public and admission is free.   

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Breanna Allen, communication and outreach coordinator, Climate 

Science Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-6911 or breanna.allen@ttu.edu  

mailto:amanda.castro-crist@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/csc/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/politicalscience/Faculty/Hayhoe_Katharine.php
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/politicalscience/
http://www2.cgd.ucar.edu/
http://www2.cgd.ucar.edu/
http://www.webpages.ttu.edu/crbradat/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/pop/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sasw/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sasw/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:breanna.allen@ttu.edu
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New Chairwoman Named for Department of Mathematics & Statistics 

Magdalena Toda previously served as the department’s director of undergraduate studies. 

 

Magdalena Toda has been named the new chairwoman for the Texas Tech University 

Department of Mathematics & Statistics as of Tuesday (March 1). 

 

Toda served as director of undergraduate studies from 2010 to 2015 and as interim 

chairwoman this academic year. She came to Texas Tech as an assistant professor in 2001, 

became a tenured associate professor in 2008 and a tenured full professor in 2014. She 

earned her master’s in mathematics from the University of Bucharest, a master’s and a 

doctorate in mathematics from the University of Kansas, and a doctorate in mathematics 

from the Polytechnic University of Bucharest. 

 

“I have loved the Department of Mathematics & Statistics from the day I started my job,” 

Toda said. “The faculty is collegial, productive and highly supportive of a diversity of 

cultures and ideas. The departmental administrators have been very supportive of all 

faculty and have shown lots of encouragement to junior faculty, women and minorities. I 

have seen the number of graduate and undergraduate majors grow significantly each year. 

I’ve seen our faculty raising its standards on research productivity and teaching. Texas 

Tech University is now a Carnegie classified R1: Highest Research Activity University, 

and our department has played a significant role in this new achievement.  

 

“I strongly believe in our good reputation and visibility. I feel very lucky and proud about 

being the department’s new leader, and I look forward to building a culture of excellence, 

productivity and collegiality. My plan is to keep attracting faculty, postdoctoral associates 

and students of high academic quality.” 

 

Toda’s main research interests are in differential geometry, geometric partial differential 

equations, non-linear flows and related integrable systems. She has received numerous 

awards at Texas Tech, including the Professing Excellence Award in 2011, the President’s 

Award for Excellence in Teaching in 2008 and two Professor of the Year awards in 2002 

and 2008.  

 

She has authored or co-authored 27 peer-reviewed articles and a research monograph and 

is a co-author of the newest editions of a calculus textbook and supplements in use at 

Texas Tech and Rutgers University. Toda has established an endowed scholarship for 

mathematics majors within the College of Arts & Sciences. She has served as a principal 

investigator and co-principal investigator on several major research grants. 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.math.ttu.edu/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/artsandsciences/


 

“During a semester serving as interim chairwoman, Dr. Toda demonstrated initiative and 

new ideas, including the initiation of a significant postdoctoral program and a focus on 

strategic, research-oriented planning for the Department of Mathematics & Statistics,” said 

W. Brent Lindquist, dean of the College of Arts & Sciences. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Toni Salama, senior editor, College of Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 834-2761 or toni.salama@ttu.edu  

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Texas Tech School of Law Hosting Diversity Week 

A host of speakers and seminars populate a week of activities designed to highlight 

diversity issues in law. 

 

WHAT: Texas Tech School of Law Diversity Week 

 

WHEN: March 7-10 

 

WHERE: Texas Tech School of Law, 1802 Hartford Ave. 

  

EVENT: The Texas Tech University School of Law will host various events 

throughout the week of March 7-10 to celebrate Diversity Week 2016, 

which will highlight issues of diversity in law through guest speakers and 

a film screening. 

 

 The events include: 

 Noon Monday (March 7), Room 109: Film screening of “A Class 

Apart.” Carlos Sandoval, a graduate of the University of Chicago 

School of Law, will discuss his film, which follows the struggles 

of Mexican-Americans against discrimination and highlights the 

landmark 1951 Supreme Court Case Hernandez vs. Texas. 

 

 Noon Tuesday (March 8), Room 109: Keynote Speaker, Justice 

Monica Marquez. Marquez is a justice on the Colorado Supreme 

Court and a graduate of Yale Law School. She also has served on 

the boards of the Colorado Hispanic Bar Association, the Colorado 

LGBT Bar Association and as chariman of the Denver Mayor’s 

LGBT Commission. 

 

 

 Noon and 7 p.m. Wednesday (March 9), Room 109: Legal Issues 

Facing the Transgender Community. Carl Charles, a Skadden 

Fellow and staff attorney for the American Civil Liberties Union, 

works on the LGBT and HIV Project. A graduate of the University 

of Denver Sturm College of Law, his advocacy focuses on 

transgender youth and adults impacted by the criminal justice 

system. 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.law.ttu.edu/


 

 Noon Thursday (March 10), School of Law Forum: Third Annual 

Community Gathering 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Erica Lux, director for calendar and events, School of Law, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 834-3412 or erica.lux@ttu.edu 
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Women’s Studies, Student Organizations Celebrate Women’s History Month  

The events will honor achievements by, for and about women.   

 

The Texas Tech University Women’s Studies Program along with student organizations 

are hosting a number of events on campus and online throughout the month of March in 

celebration of Women’s History Month. The events will honor achievements by, for and 

about women.  

 

The public celebration of women’s history began in 1978 in the United States as 

Women’s History Week. The week including March 8, International Women’s Day, was 

selected as the time to celebrate.  

 

In 1987 the week was later expanded to a month and March was declared Women’s 

History Month by the U.S. Congress.  

 

The women’s movement of the 1960s caused women to question their invisibility in 

traditional American history texts. The movement also raised the aspirations as well as 

the opportunities for women and produced a growing number of female historians.  

 

Throughout the month of March, the Women’s History Month events include:  

 

International Women’s Day (March 8) 

 “We Should all be Feminists” screening, noon to 1 p.m., Texas Tech Library, 

Teaching, Learning and Professional Development Center, Room 152: The 

Women’s Studies Program will host a forum, featuring the TED Talk “We Should 

all be Feminists” by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. An award-winning author of 

“Americanah and Half of a Yellow Sun,” Adichie uses humor and levity to offer a 

unique definition of feminism for the 21st century, one rooted in inclusion and 

awareness. Argued in the same observant, witty and clever prose that has made 

Adichie a best-selling novelist, here is one remarkable author’s exploration of what 

it means to be a woman today and an of-the-moment rallying cry for why we 

should all be feminists.  

 

 “Girl Rising” (2012) film screening, 6-8 p.m., Escondido Theatre, Student Union 

Building: Hosted by the Feminist Majority Leadership Alliance, “Girl Rising” is a 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/wstudies/index.php
http://womenshistorymonth.gov/about.html
http://womenshistorymonth.gov/about.html
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groundbreaking film, directed by Academy Award nominee Richard Robbins, 

which tells the stories of nine extraordinary girls from nine countries, written by 

nine celebrated writers and narrated by nine renowned actresses, including Cate 

Blanchett, Selena Gomez, Anne Hathaway, Salma Hayek, Alicia Keys and Meryl 

Streep. “Girl Rising” showcases the strength of the human spirit and the power of 

education to change the world.  

 

The Girl Rising campaign is a global movement to unite all people to demand the 

rights for girls and women everywhere to receive an education. The campaign fully 

supports the notion that girls and women should be enabled to reach their full 

potential. Their mission: change the way the world values the girl.  

 

“Passionate Politics: The Life and Work of Charlotte Bunch” screening, 6:30-8 p.m. 

March 23, Human Sciences Building, Room 169: The Women’s Studies Program will 

present a screening and discussion about the documentary entitled “Passionate Politics: 

The Life and Work of Charlotte Bunch,” which brings her story to life from idealistic, 

young civil rights organizer to lesbian activist, to internationally recognized leader of a 

campaign to put women’s rights front and center on the global human rights agenda. 

Bunch has been both a product and creator of her times. Every chapter in her life is a 

chapter in the story of modern feminist activism, from its roots in the 1960s struggles for 

social justice to international campaigns against gender-based violence today. This event 

also is part of Texas Tech’s Diversity Week.  

 

“Mom’s Apple Pie”: Collective Identity within Social Movements screening and 

forum, 6:30-8 p.m. March 30, Human Sciences Building, Room 169: This forum is 

designed to discuss how the history of the women’s movement and the LGBT civil rights 

movement intertwine and construct multiple voices with a common goal of gaining 

equality. Those who attend will view the documentary entitled “Mom’s Apple Pie: The 

Heart of the Lesbian Mothers Custody Movement” (2006). This film, created by Jody 

Laine, Shan Ottey and Shad Reinstein and narrated by Kate Clinton, interviews sons and 

daughters who were separated from their mothers, the mothers themselves and one 

woman who made the difficult decision to flee with her children. While the beginnings of 

the LGBT civil rights movement were gaining momentum, the 1970s witnessed horrific 

custody battles for lesbian mothers.  

 

Online events: 

The Women’s Studies Program also will have two online quizzes for people to their 

knowledge of women in history. The two quizzes are “Test Your Knowledge” and “40 

Question Challenge.”  

 

Throughout the month of March, the Women’s Studies Program will post weekly quizzes 

using TechAnnounce as well as its Facebook group. The quizzes were designed by the 

National Women’s History Project.  

 

For more information, go to the Women’s Studies Program website.  

 

http://girlrising.com/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sub/outreach/event.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/wstudies/events_womenshistory_quiz.php
http://www.techannounce.ttu.edu/Client/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/groups/womens.studies/
http://www.nwhp.org/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/wstudies/index.php
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An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

The Women’s Studies Program is part of the Division of Institutional Diversity, Equity 

and Community Engagement.  

  

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Patricia Earl, unit coordinator, Women’s Studies Program, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 742-4335 or patricia.a.earl@ttu.edu  
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Texas Tech Archives Exhibit Honors ‘Women Who Shaped Texas Tech’ 

The exhibit recognizes faculty, staff and students who have made significant 

contributions to the university as part of Women’s History Month. 

 

Women have always been a critical part of Texas Tech University.  

 

It may seem like an odd fact to point out in 2016, but when the university was established 

in 1923 as Texas Technological College, the idea of a coed higher learning institution was 

still relatively new. At Texas Tech, equality was essential. 

 

“They were all in it together,” Lynn Whitfield, the university archivist at the Southwest 

Collection/Special Collections Library, said. “Men and women worked together to open 

the university.” 

 

In 2014, the Texas Tech University Archives began recognizing the female faculty, staff 

and students who have made significant contributions to the university as part of Women’s 

History Month. The annual exhibit, “The Women Who Shaped Texas Tech,” will open at 

3:30 p.m. Wednesday (March 9) in the University Library’s Croslin Room. Terri Duncan, 

wife of Texas Tech University System Chancellor Robert Duncan, will speak at the 

opening about the importance of celebrating women’s history. 

 

The 2016 honorees include Marsha Sharp, former Lady Raiders basketball coach; Maxine 

Fry, the first female student body president; Hortense Williams Dixon, the first African-

American to obtain a doctorate from Texas Tech; Anne Lynch, the first female Masked 

Rider; and Edna Gott, the first woman to achieve tenure in the Department of Economics 

and a founding member of the Women’s Studies Program. 

 

Sharp is excited to be included among other Texas Tech women she highly respects. 

 

“I think it’s such a great group, and this is obviously such a great thing for the university,” 

Sharp added.  “It’s really special to be honored by Texas Tech because it’s been such a 

huge part of my life for most of my professional life, and I’ve been so thrilled to be able to 

be involved in all the things I’ve had the opportunity to do.” 

 

Part of the exhibit, located in the Southwest Collection building, will focus on the six 

women selected for this year’s exhibit. Another part, housed in the Croslin Room, will 

feature a large collection of artifacts, clothing and photographs related to the women of 

mailto:amanda.castro-crist@ttu.edu
http://swco.ttu.edu/
http://swco.ttu.edu/
http://swco.ttu.edu/university_archive/mainpage.php
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Texas Tech. It’s the first year that the exhibit has been expanded to two locations, 

Whitfield said.  

 

“This is a culmination of three years of exhibitions,” Whitfield said. “We have enough 

material now that we can expand it, including biographies and photos of all the women.” 

 

Researching and verifying information about the women and minorities at Texas Tech is 

not always an easy task. Finding information on early trailblazers at the university is hard 

when it wasn’t documented at the time, Whitfield said. But the staff in the University 

Archives is working diligently to fill in the gaps. 

 

“We have a long-standing history of diversity that’s there if you can find it,” she said.  

 

Those included in the exhibit were not only groundbreakers at Texas Tech, Whitfield said. 

Women like Lucille Graves, the first African-American student admitted to the university 

and an exhibit honoree in 2015, went on to make an impact in their local communities. 

  

“She was determined to go to Texas Tech and get a better education,” Whitfield said. “She 

took that education and employed it towards the first private school for African-Americans 

in Lubbock, which she founded.” 

 

The school, Mary and Mac Private School, operated from 1954 until the 1990s. Last year, 

a historical marker was placed at the former school’s location in east Lubbock. 

 

“She already had her bachelor’s,” Whitfield said of Graves. “She was taking those classes 

to be a better educator to youths who didn’t have the same opportunities as she did.” 

 

The exhibit runs through May and includes 11 exhibit panels featuring the honorees and 

six oversized posters of women who have realized major university milestones. Whitfield 

encourages members of the Texas Tech and Lubbock communities to walk through the 

exhibit, which is open during Library hours. 

 

“I think most people don’t realize how involved women were in establishing this 

university,” Whitfield said. “Through the diligence and dedication of the women featured 

in this exhibit, Texas Tech became and remains an institution dedicated to providing an 

excellent education and nurturing environment for women.” 

 

Biographies of all the women included in the exhibits are available for viewing on the 

Notable Women from Texas Tech History page.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Lynn Whitfield, university archivist, Southwest Collection/Special 

Collections Library, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-7003 or lynn.whitfield@ttu.edu  

http://library.ttu.edu/about/facility/hours.php
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Climate Science Center Participating in Virtual Classroom 

“Climate Science in the Classroom” will feature Climate Science Center director 

Katharine Hayhoe and Keith Dixon from the Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Laboratory. 

 

WHAT: “Climate Science in the Classroom,” a five-hour online conference 

sponsored by the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) 

 

WHEN: 9 a.m. Saturday (March 12)  

 

EVENT: The online conference will feature Texas Tech University Climate Science 

Center director Katharine Hayhoe and Keith Dixon from the Geophysical 

Fluid Dynamics Laboratory. They will present the first two sessions on 

climate science and modeling. Two additional sessions will be presented 

on sea level rise and mitigation and adaptation. Each five-hour session will 

be divided into content and classroom application. 

 

 Registration is $63 for NSTA members and $79 for non-members. The 

conference is open to both formal and informal educators. 

 

 For more information on the conference, visit its website. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Breanna Allen, communication and outreach coordinator, Climate 

Science Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2011 or breanna.allen@ttu.edu 
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Texas Tech Meat Judging Team Sweeps Spring Season with Win in Houston 

Texas Tech’s teams took the top two spots in the competition at the  

Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo on Saturday. 

 

Building on wins in Denver and Fort Worth, the Texas Tech University meat judging team 

made in a clean sweep for the spring judging season by taking both first and second place 

at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo on Saturday. 

 

Unlike other shows, Houston allows schools to enter more than one team in the 

competition. The Texas Tech teams from the Department of Animal and Food Sciences in 

the College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, took the top two spots over 

third-place Colorado State University and Big 12 Conference rival Oklahoma State 

University in fourth. The Texas Tech Black team cruised to the overall win with 4,172 

points while the Red team scored 4,109 points to edge Colorado State (4,108). 

 

As a team, Texas Tech swept the top two spots in four categories – overall beef, beef 

judging, specifications and total placing. The Texas Tech Black team also finished second 

in beef grading, pork judging and reasons/questions while the Red team finished third in 

lamb judging and pork judging. 

 

Individually, Texas Tech played eight of the top 10 finishers, led by Jessica Humphrey. 

The junior from Okeechobee, Florida took top honors with 1,052 points, edging teammate 

Cole Perkins, a sophomore from Llano, who had 1,046 points. Boyd Henry, a sophomore 

from San Angelo, finished third with 1,046 points while Kye Schwartz, a sophomore from 

San Angelo, was fifth with 1,044 points. 

 

Rounding out Texas Tech’s top 10 finishers are Tommy Fletcher, a sophomore from 

LaVernia (sixth, 1,043 points), Lane Harrington, a junior from Waxahachie (seventh, 

1,042 points), Kiersten Scott, a junior from Scott City, Kansas (eighth, 1,039 points) and 

Keeley Sears, a sophomore from Weatherford (ninth, 1,039 points). 

 

Other members of the meat judging team are: 

 Kyle Caldwell, a sophomore from Midlothian 

 Katlynn Freeman, a sophomore from Panhandle 

 Augustus Holbein, a junior from Hebbronville 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
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 Courtney Jasik, a junior from Mertzon 

 Shannon O’Quinn, a sophomore from Galveston 

 Blayne Troxell, a sophomore from Pampa 

 Chelsi Vineyard, a sophomore from Bridgeport 

 Megan Writt, a sophomore from Spring 

 

The meat judging team is coached by instructor Loni Lucheck, graduate assistants Nick 

Hardcastle and Mallorie Phelps and San Antonio Livestock Show Distinguished Chair in 

Meat Science Mark Miller. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Moriah Beyers, coordinator, Department of Animal and Food Sciences, 

College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Texas Tech University, (806) 

742-2805 or moriah.beyers@ttu.edu 
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College of Media & Communication Student Named Finalist in Photo Competition 

Justin Rex has worked for The Daily Toreador and La Ventana. 

 

Justin Rex, a junior electronic media and communications major in the Texas Tech 

University College of Media & Communication, was named a finalist in Photographer's 

Forum’s 36th annual College & High School Photography Contest.  

 

Rex’s entry photo captures a candlelight vigil at Memorial Circle on Nov. 18, held by the 

Texas Tech French Club for the victims of the Paris terrorist attacks. It was taken while he 

was on assignment for The Daily Toreador, the on-campus student newspaper.   

 

“I learned about this competition while still in community college and had a finalist photo 

in last year's competition as well,” Rex said. “With that experience I chose to enter three 

photos this year because I thought they were well suited for the competition.” 

 

Andrea Watson, an assistant director and media adviser with Texas Tech student media, 

said Rex’s work has been a valuable asset for both The Daily Toreador and La Ventana, 

Texas Tech’s yearbook.  

 

“As a photographer for The Daily Toreador and La Ventana, Justin showed he has a great 

eye for capturing unique images at any type of event, and his candlelight vigil photo is a 

great example of that,” Watson said. “This will certainly be a nice resume builder for 

him.” 

 

A native of Houston, Rex was inspired to pursue a career in photography after viewing the 

work of Tim Hetherington, a British photojournalist who documented the war in 

Afghanistan from 2007 to 2010.  

 

“I was a senior in high school in early 2011 when I first saw his photos before he 

unfortunately died several months later in Libya,” Rex said. “Since then, I have closely 

followed other photographers, but something about his images resonated with me and 

helped inspire me to pursue a career in photojournalism.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 
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Study: Financial Literacy Declines With Age, Confidence to Make Decisions Doesn’t 

A study from two Texas Tech professors shows an alarming decrease in financial 

awareness among Americans of retirement age. 

 

A new study shows the ability of Americans to manage their money may decrease after 

they reach retirement age, but confidence in their ability to make good financial decisions 

stays the same. 

 

The study, authored by Department of Personal Financial Planning professors Michael 

Finke and Sandra Huston of Texas Tech University and John Howe of the University of 

Michigan found financial literacy declines at a consistent rate after retirement. The ability 

to answer basic financial questions decreases as respondents age, and this rate of decline 

almost exactly matches the gradual erosion of memory and problem-solving abilities later 

in life. 

 

This is worrisome, Finke said, because households aged 60 years and older control more 

than half of the wealth in the United States. Since fewer employers provide pensions than 

ever before, more people are dependent entirely on their retirement savings. 

 

What was even more concerning, however, is older respondents didn’t report a loss of 

confidence in their ability to make financial decisions. 

 

“This was originally one of the most surprising and alarming findings from the study,” 

Finke said. “As we get older, our ability to answer basic financial questions that include 

knowledge, and the ability to apply that knowledge, gets worse. But we have no idea this 

is happening. It’s very similar to the research on driving skills. Since it happens so 

gradually, we’re not aware our abilities are getting worse over time.” 

 

In “Old Age and the Decline of Financial Literacy,” published in the journal Management 

Science, the researchers found average financial literacy scores fell by half between the 

ages of 65 and 85. The rate of decline was the same after controlling for characteristics 

like education, gender and wealth. They found older Americans were more likely to have 

life insurance than younger Americans but were significantly less likely to correctly 

answer basic life insurance questions. 

 

In a separate analysis, Finke, Huston and Howe found scores on problem-solving and 

memory can explain the age-related decline in financial literacy, which involves both the 

ability to remember financial terms and concepts and the ability to process this 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/pfp/
http://pubsonline.informs.org/doi/abs/10.1287/mnsc.2015.2293


information. Finke said the similar rate of decline in these skills suggests that reducing 

financial decision-making ability may simply be a natural part of reaching advanced age. 

 

Decreasing financial literacy opens the door to abuse from less principled advisers as well. 

A recent study by business school professors at the University of Chicago and the 

University of Minnesota found financial firms who hire advisers with ethical violations are 

more concentrated in areas with high elderly populations. Since older clients are also 

wealthier, they may meet net worth thresholds that allow advisers to sell them complex 

products that can only legally be bought by so-called accredited investors who are 

assumed to be more financially knowledgeable. Older consumers whose financial literacy 

skills have declined may be particularly vulnerable to the sale of unsuitable investments. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Michael Finke, professor, Department of Personal Financial Planning, 

College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5081 or 

michael.finke@ttu.edu  

http://poseidon01.ssrn.com/delivery.php?ID=344118088088083070098031002002098065020088069085027026127089027120105105117119103073029114036013107061038026010012008070111117024069091048041118080112080011020010053019055067078091097094091003089123013102084116097126098098065089094094111021006086098&EXT=pdf
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:michael.finke@ttu.edu


 

Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

                                                                                      

News Release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE: March 11, 2016 

CONTACT: George Watson, george.watson@ttu.edu 

         (806) 742-2136 

 

Texas Tech School of Law Professor Brian Shannon Elected to Third Term as 

President of Faculty Athletics Representatives Association 

Shannon will continue to oversee the NCAA’s FBS faculty athletics representatives. 

 

Brian Shannon, a Paul Whitfield Horn Professor at the Texas Tech University School of 

Law, was re-elected to serve a third, two-year term as president of the 1A Faculty 

Athletics Representatives (1A FAR) association. His new term as president will continue 

through September 2018. 

 

The 1A FAR is an organization of faculty athletics representatives at the 125 NCAA 

Division I institutions in the Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS). The mission of the 1A 

FAR is to advocate for effective interaction and balance between an institution’s academic 

mission and its intercollegiate athletics program.  

 

“I am very honored to be able to continue to serve as president of the 1A FAR for a third 

term,” Shannon said. “Texas Tech, the NCAA and our institutions in the Big 12 and across 

the FBS subdivision are strong adherents to the collegiate model. We are committed to 

giving our student-athletes opportunities to excel on the field and court, and also in the 

classroom. This model not only celebrates athletics successes but also encourages our 

student-athletes to be integrated into the full range of campus life and to have the 

opportunities to be champions for life.” 

 

Shannon has served as the NCAA faculty athletics representative at Texas Tech since 

2008 and also is the Big 12 Conference’s representative to the 1A FAR national board. In 

2014 he was named to the NCAA Division I Council, which came as a result of an 

overhaul of the NCAA’s governance system, which has primary responsibility for 

Division I legislation, developing and recommending policies to the Board of Directors 

and supervising and acting on a wide array of issues, including NCAA championships. 

That four-year term began in January 2015. 

 

“We are so proud of Brian and are fortunate to have him represent not only Texas Tech 

but all of intercollegiate athletics,” Texas Tech Director of Athletics Kirby Hocutt said. 

“His wise counsel will continue to be an invaluable resource as we navigate some of the 

issues confronting college athletics.” 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
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In addition to his service as the Texas Tech FAR, Shannon has been a popular professor in 

the School of Law since 1988 and has won numerous teaching awards, including the 2013 

Chancellor’s Council Distinguished Teaching Award, the President’s Academic 

Achievement Award and the President’s Excellence in Teaching Award. He also served as 

associate dean for academic affairs from 2001 to 2007. 

 

He also is a board appointee for StarCare Specialty Health System (formerly known as 

Lubbock Regional MHMR Center), where he has served for more than 20 years and is a 

past chair. He also has served on the boards of Advocacy, Inc., which is now Disability 

Rights Texas, and the Texas Council of Community Centers. 

 

Shannon is an elected member of the American Law Institute and was the 2008-09 

president of the Lubbock Area Bar Association. He also is a past chair of the State Bar of 

Texas Disability Issues Committee, and Gov. Rick Perry appointed him to four terms on 

the Texas Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities from 2003-11. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Brian Shannon, Paul Whitfield Horn Professor, School of Law, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 834-6366 or brian.shannon@ttu.edu 
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Texas Tech University Bestows Honorary Degree on Cavazos 

The recipient is a former university president and U.S. Secretary of Education. 

 

Lauro Cavazos, former U.S. Secretary of Education and the first Hispanic to serve in the 

United States Cabinet, will receive an honorary doctor of science degree from Texas 

Tech University at the May commencement ceremonies. The Texas Tech University 

System Board of Regents approved the recommendation at the February meeting. 

 

“Texas Tech University is proud to call Dr. Cavazos an alumnus and applaud his long, 

distinguished and accomplished career as an educator and public servant,” said John 

Opperman, Texas Tech interim president. “His life’s work is an example of the tried and 

true spirit Texans embody and is a model for all students to follow.” 

 

Cavazos, who holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in zoology from Texas Tech, was 

unanimously confirmed by the U.S. Senate and served as the U.S. Secretary of Education 

from 1988 through 1990 under Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush. He has 

a doctorate in physiology from Iowa State University. 

 

“I am deeply honored and appreciate receiving an honorary degree from Texas Tech 

University,” Cavazos said. “During my years as a student, it gave me a solid education 

that I greatly appreciate. That opened the doors for my subsequent academic 

achievement. I am proud of my Texas Tech education.” 

 

Prior to his appointment as U.S. Secretary of Education, Cavazos served as president of 

both Texas Tech University and the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center from 

1980 to 1988 and was the first Hispanic and graduate of the university to hold the office. 

He also was the dean of the Tufts University School of Medicine from 1975 to 1980. 

 

Under his direction, diversity among the Texas Tech student body improved as the 

number of minorities increased nearly 3 percent. During his tenure, he gave speeches at 

high school commencement ceremonies and visited grade schools to encourage students 

to consider higher education. 

 

Named the “Most Influential Hispanic in the United States” by Hispanic Business 

magazine in 1990, Cavazos returned to higher education as a faculty member at Tufts 

University in 1991. 

 

mailto:chris.cook@ttu.edu
http://www.texastech.edu/board-of-regents/


“Honorary degrees come from the heart of an institution, and this degree represents a 

heart-felt thank you for all Dr. Cavazos has done not just for Texas Tech and Texas, but 

also for the country,” said Robert Duncan, Texas Tech University System Chancellor. 

“We proudly recognize Dr. Cavazos for his leadership and contributions to Texas Tech 

University and the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center. His influence and 

presence are still felt by Red Raiders a generation later.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications and 

Marketing, Texas Tech University (806) 742-2136 or chris.cook@ttu.edu  

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:chris.cook@ttu.edu
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Former Presidential Campaign Adviser Available to Discuss Behind-the-Scenes Dynamics 

 

Pitch 

Politics have been a part of Ambassador Tibor Nagy’s life since he was a child. Born in 

Budapest, Hungary, in 1949, he arrived in the United States as a political refugee in 1957. After 

earning his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Texas Tech University and George Washington 

University, respectively, Nagy joined the U.S. Department of State and served as a U.S. diplomat 

in Africa for more than 20 years. Besides assignments in Zambia and the Seychelles, Nagy 

served as deputy ambassador in Togo, Cameroon and Nigeria and finally as U.S. ambassador to 

Guinea and then Ethiopia.  

 

In 2008, he was recruited for the Barack Obama campaign and became a consultant on a 

voluntary basis for Obama’s African foreign policy group. Nagy said he learned a lot during the 

president’s first campaign, and his time on Obama’s Africa group would lead to more work in 

campaigns to come.  

 

For the 2012 elections, Nagy was contacted early on by some friends on the Republican side who 

were actively involved in Mitt Romney’s campaign. Nagy served as the co-chair for the African 

foreign policy group that advised the Romney campaign. His job involved putting together a 

team to replicate the organization of the U.S. Department of State’s African bureau. Nagy’s team 

members were responsible for different geographic areas of Africa as well as thematic issues 

related to development, terrorism and other topics on foreign policy.  

 

For the 2016 election, Nagy started with a candidate who suspended his campaign but has also 

contributed policy advice to a campaign that is still active. Serving as vice provost for 

International Affairs at Texas Tech, he is available to speak about the role foreign policy plays in 

election campaigns and how presidential candidates develop their foreign policy views. 

 

Expert 

Tibor Nagy, vice provost for international affairs, (806) 834-0128 or tibor.nagy@ttu.edu  

 

Talking points 

 Consultants should be knowledgeable in all issues affecting a specific area. 

 Presidential candidates must be well rounded in foreign policy issues. 

 Consultants need to know the priority of the issues they’re working on and be able to 

inform candidates about issues from 30,000 feet above, not ground level. 

 Presidential advisers should believe in the positions of the candidate they represent.  

 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/international/
mailto:tibor.nagy@ttu.edu


Quotes 

 “The presidential candidates have to know something about everything. A lot of the 

foreign policy is quite peripheral and it’s only of interest if something happens. We 

recommended an overall foreign policy toward Africa. In other words, what could 

Romney do that was different from what President Obama was doing?” 

 “People forget they’re experts on a certain area. But their expertise runs so deep, their 

knowledge goes way beyond what the candidates need to know. Right now the candidates 

only need to know about the absolute largest issues. They only need the background, a 

fundamental knowledge and then flag the important things when they happen. For 

example with the area of Africa, the issues there aren’t going to be at the center of foreign 

policy unless something really big happens, like Ebola. If that was to get out of control 

again, my area would be on the burner. It’s extremely interesting, a lot of fun, and you 

feel like you’re contributing to the political process.” 

 “You have to have a candidate whose positions you believe in. If you support the 

candidate’s positions on things that are really important, then go for it. On African policy, 

there isn’t much difference between Democratic Party Africanists and Republican Party 

Africanists. The fundamental goal is the same, and we tend to get along pretty well.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 

us on Twitter. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Texas Tech Professor Serves Second Consecutive Term With Hispanic Honor 

Society 

Comfort Pratt was re-elected as Sigma Delta Pi regional vice president. 

 

Comfort Pratt, associate professor of Bilingual Education and Secondary Education in the 

Department of Curriculum and Instruction, was re-elected as regional vice president for 

the national collegiate Hispanic honor society Sigma Delta Pi. 

 

As regional vice president, Pratt oversees the Sigma Delta Pi chapters in eight states: 

Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas. 

Pratt assists institutions in her region with membership, recruitment, chapter reactivation, 

general consultations and best practice ideas. 

 

“I have truly enjoyed working with the advisers in the southwest these past three years and 

I look forward to even stronger collaborative efforts within the region,” Pratt said. 

 

In addition to serving as regional vice president, Pratt also has served as national chair of 

the Graduate Research Program for seven years and is the current adviser for Texas Tech 

University’s Sigma Delta Pi chapter. 

 

Pratt became the adviser for the Texas Tech chapter more than 11 years ago. She 

remembers being approached by student members to accept the position.  

 

“I had never heard about the society,” Pratt said, “but I told them I would be their advisor 

because I truly enjoy working with students.”  

 

Since becoming adviser for the Texas Tech chapter in 2004, the society has received more 

than 35 awards, including Honor Chapter, Graduate Research Grant and the Frida Kahlo 

award for outstanding website. Pratt also has received the award for Advisor of the Year 

three times. 

 

“By the end of that academic year, we had initiated two groups of new members, carried 

out numerous activities and established a Spanish club,” Pratt said. “To my surprise, we 

were named an honor chapter by the National Executive Committee and I won the 

National Adviser of the Year award.” 

 

Pratt said her election as regional vice president has given the Texas Tech chapter the 

opportunity to become a part of the decision-making body of Sigma Delta Pi nationwide. 

mailto:jb.fleming@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/education/our-people/Faculty/comfort_pratt.php
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/officialpublications/catalog/ed_edci.php
http://www.sigmadeltapi.org/
http://ttusigmadeltapi.wix.com/texastechuniversity


 

“This re-election is confirmation that the role we played was valued and that the members 

have confidence in our ability to continue to contribute positively to the society,” Pratt 

said. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Comfort Pratt, associate professor, curriculum and instruction, College 

of Education, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5710 or c.pratt@ttu.edu  

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Texas Tech Traveling to Waco, Corpus Christi for Spring Service Breaks 

The Center for Active Learning and Undergraduate Engagement’s staff and students will 

work with World Hunger Relief and the Texas Sealife Center.  

 

Texas Tech University students will travel to Waco and Corpus Christi over Spring Break 

with the Center for Active Learning and Undergraduate Engagement (CALUE) as a part 

of its Service Breaks program, which offers service projects and weeklong service trips 

throughout the year.  

 

The service breaks will take place March 15-20.  

 

“These two service breaks are great opportunities for Texas Tech students to work 

together to assist communities across the state,” said Jacy Proctor, CALUE’s unit 

coordinator for service learning. “We hope our students will come back home and realize 

the effect they can have when volunteering, whether it is interacting with people, animals 

or the environment.” 

 

Life on the Other Side with World Hunger Relief – Waco (March 16-20) 

During the trip to Waco, Texas Tech students will partner with World Hunger Relief to 

participate in the daily labor faced by struggling families in order to better understand 

what life is like for the millions of hungry people around the world. Students will have 

the opportunity to help with various farm chores, such as collecting eggs, feeding and 

watering farm animals, gardening and milking. Each morning, students will participate in 

a learning activity and a farm service project.  

 

World Hunger Relief is committed to educating students about the causes and issues 

related to global hunger. Intersecting topics include poverty, issues affecting women and 

children, access to clean water, rural living, forced labor, global hunger awareness and 

the impact lifestyle choices have on global neighbors.  

 

Sea Turtle Rescue with the Texas Sealife Center – Corpus Christi (March 15-19) 

In Corpus Christi, participants will work with the Texas Sealife Center where they will 

help the center with various needs, such as beach cleanups and habitat restoration, 

rescuing injured or stranded coastal and aquatic wildlife, releasing wildlife back to their 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/calue/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/calue/ASB_Directory/index.php
http://worldhungerrelief.org/
http://www.texassealifecenter.org/


natural habitat and educating and promoting public awareness in the conservation efforts 

to save wildlife.  

 

The Texas Sealife Center was established in 2010 from a need for additional wildlife 

support in South Texas.  

 

The CALUE Service Breaks program began in 2014 and continues to grow. Service 

breaks occur throughout the year for winter, spring and summer terms.  

 

This summer, CALUE will travel to Costa Rica (May 21-30) to work on another sea 

turtle conservation project to protect nests from human poachers and beach erosion. The 

work of volunteers includes night patrols, hatchery shifts, collection and relocation of 

eggs, beach cleanup and reforestation.  

 

For more information about CALUE and the Service Breaks program, visit the CALUE 

website.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Jacy Proctor, unit coordinator, Center for Active Learning and 

Undergraduate Engagement, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-1095 or 

jacy.proctor@ttu.edu    
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Texas Tech Librarian Receives Prestigious Award  

Associate Librarian Ryan Litsey is one of 54 library professionals named as 2016 

“Movers and Shakers” by the industry publication Library Journal. 

 

A Texas Tech University Libraries faculty member is being recognized as an emerging 

leader who is making a difference in the library world.  

 

Ryan Litsey, associate librarian and head of interlibrary loan and the Document Delivery 

Department, has been named a “Mover and Shaker” by the national publication Library 

Journal. This month, Litsey and 53 others were recognized as outstanding professionals 

committed to providing excellent service and shaping the future of libraries.  

 

“This year’s class of 54 joins a group of talented professionals who are committed, 

passionate and invigorated – each alone and all together transforming the library world 

and the communities it impacts for the better,” said Rebecca T. Miller, editorial director of 

Library Journal and School Library Journal. 

 

Litsey was chosen for the award because of his commitment to the profession and his 

development of groundbreaking technologies that have helped transform resource sharing. 

More than 700 library professionals around the world have received the award since its 

inception in 2002. Fewer than 30 of those recipients have been from Texas. 

 

During his time at Texas Tech, Litsey has developed Occam’s Reader and the stats 

tracking system OBILLSK. The projects have changed the way interlibrary loan (ILL) 

librarians are able to share the resources of their respective institutions. 

 

“One of the first ideas I had was developing a system to lend e-books through interlibrary 

loan,” Litsey said.  “Working with my colleague and co-creator Kenny Ketner, we 

partnered with the University of Hawaii at Mānoa and The Greater Western Library 

Alliance to pilot an early version of the system we called Occam’s Reader. With the 

overwhelming success of the pilot, Kenny and I decided to take the next step and offer the 

service nationwide.” 

 

The program is now being used by more than 20 academic libraries across the country, 

including Brigham Young University, Kansas State University and Rice University. Litsey 

said Occam’s Reader gives libraries the ability to negotiate with publishers about the role 

of e-books. 

 

mailto:amanda.castro-crist@ttu.edu
http://library.ttu.edu/
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“If Occam’s Reader can help libraries negotiate in a more favorable way how they receive 

and use their content, then we have accomplished one of the more important reasons we 

had for developing it,” Litsey said.  

 

The OBILLSK system tackles another challenge ILL librarians face – having an answer 

when a patron is looking for an item. 

 

“We partnered with our consortia members and constructed a tracking system for 

individual ILL requests,” Litsey said. “It allows libraries to better determine the 

relationships they have between each other, troubleshoot any slowdowns or roadblocks, 

and ultimately help get users resources they want faster and more efficiently.” 

 

The OBILLSK system, which was co-developed with Texas Tech Libraries programming 

group of Kenny Ketner, Scott Luker and Weston Mauldin, is currently in the pilot phase, 

being tested with 35 libraries throughout the country. Litsey said he plans to continue 

searching for more ways to efficiently provide resources to library patrons.  

 

“I’m driven to inspire and empower my colleagues to think outside the box and develop 

things that can really improve the library experience in a way only a librarian can 

accomplish,” Litsey said. “As collections grow and e-books become more prevalent, how 

can we deliver these resources to our patrons and maintain the same service and access 

expectations? Occam’s Reader was a perfect example of starting the discussion about the 

role of libraries and resource sharing.” 

 

Litsey is a graduate of Florida State University with a degree in library and information 

sciences. He also is active in the American Library Association and is the associate editor 

for the Journal of Interlibrary Loan, Document Delivery and Electronic Reserve.  

 

About Library Journal 

Founded in 1876, Library Journal is one of the oldest and most respected publications 

covering the library field. More than 75,000 library directors, administrators and staff in 

public, academic and special libraries read the publication. Library Journal reviews more 

than 8,000 books, audiobooks, videos, databases and websites annually and provides 

coverage of technology, management, policy and other professional concerns.  

 

The 2016 Movers & Shakers were selected by the editors. Each of the Movers & Shakers 

will be prominently featured in the March 15 issue of Library Journal and celebrated at a 

special reception in June during the American Library Association’s annual conference in 

Orlando, Florida.  

 

To learn more about the award winners, visit the listing here.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

http://www.libraryjournal.com/movers2016
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Diversity Week: A Time to Celebrate All Walks of Life 

Texas Tech will host its third annual Diversity Week, a weeklong event dedicated to 

celebrating and understanding the importance of diversity. 

 

As students return to campus from Spring Break, the university’s third annual Diversity 

Week will kick off Monday (March 21) to celebrate the importance of diversity among 

the Lubbock and Texas Tech University communities. Faculty, staff and students will 

have the chance to celebrate their roots and better understand what makes everyone 

unique in today’s society with a variety of events throughout the week.  

 

“Diversity Week is a vital component of Texas Tech’s strong commitment to inclusive 

excellence,” said Juan Muñoz, senior vice president for the Division of Institutional 

Diversity, Equity and Community Engagement and vice provost for Undergraduate 

Education and Student Affairs. “This weeklong celebration serves to further highlight the 

many personal, cultural and educational benefits of a diverse academic community.” 

 

The week will begin with a mixer, hosted by the Division of Institutional Diversity, with 

food, entertainment and resources from various multicultural student organizations on 

campus.  

 

Other events throughout the week will include: 

 Performances 

 Activities 

 Panel discussions 

 Lectures 

 Film screenings 

 Trainings 

 Resources and student organizations fairs 

 

“Texas Tech has won state and national diversity awards for its efforts, and the inclusion 

of students is evident all over our campus,” said Claire Maginness, head of the Diversity 

Week committee and assistant director for Student Union and Activities and Tech 

Activities Board. “This is a time to focus on and celebrate the people who make up Texas 

Tech, support our strategic plan and provide information in a fun, educational way. With 

the help of more than 30 organizations and departments across campus, the third annual 

Diversity Week will provide students with many different activities to celebrate the very 

things that make us unique.” 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
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For a full list of events, visit the Diversity Week website. 

 

Those who participate in Diversity Week are encouraged to share their experiences on 

social media with the #TTUDiversity16 hashtag. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT:  Claire Maginness, assistant director, Student Union and Activities, 

Texas Tech University, (806) 742-4708 or claire.maginness@ttu.edu 
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Texas Tech Hosting 32nd Annual Conference for the Advancement of Women 

The two-day conference, hosted by the Women’s Studies Program, will feature a film 

screening, research presentations and special guest speakers.  

 

For its 32nd year, Texas Tech University’s Women’s Studies Program will host its annual 

All University Conference on the Advancement of Women, which was first held in 1984.  

 

This year’s theme is “Contesting Multiple Margins: From Local to Global and Back 

Again.”  

 

The conference began as a small, in-house event but has now grown exponentially, 

attracting attendees from colleges and universities from the region, nation and 

internationally. Keynote speakers in the past included Gloria Steineim, writer, lecturer, 

political activist and feminist organizer; Yanar Mohammed, prominent Iraqi feminist; 

Paula Gunn Allen, Native American poet, literary critic, activist and novelist; and 

Winona LaDuke, American activist, environmentalist, economist and writer.  

 

The annual conference will begin with a free, one-night-only screening of “Get Together 

Girls” at 6 p.m. April 14 at the Alamo Drafthouse, located at 120 W. Loop 289. “Get 

Together Girls” is an award-winning documentary about the community project that has 

transformed the lives of a group of Kenyan girls. Director Vanessa Crocini will be 

available for a discussion following the film. 

 

Beginning at 8:30 a.m. April 15, the conference will continue with check-in and a 

continental breakfast on the upper level of the Student Union Building. Concurrent 

sessions will be conducted throughout the day, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 

Special guest speakers for the day include:  

 Manisha Desai, associate professor of sociology and women’s studies at the 

University of Connecticut: Desai’s research and teaching interests include gender 

and globalization/development, transnational feminism and contemporary Indian 

society. She will speak at 10 a.m. in the Matador Room in the Student Union 

Building.  

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
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 Carrie Hessler-Radelet, Peace Corps director: Hessler-Radelet has led historic 

reforms to modernize and strengthen the Peace Corps to meet the challenges and 

opportunities of the 21st century. She will speak at 1 p.m. in the Matador Room.  

 

“We are honored this year to have the director of the Peace Corps as our keynote,” said 

Charlotte Dunham, director of the Women’s Studies Program and associate professor in 

the Department of Sociology, Anthropology and Social Work. “She is a role model for 

our students for ways to serve the global community and we are excited she has agreed to 

come to Texas Tech.” 

 

Women’s Studies also will host a scholarship awards luncheon from noon to 1 p.m. and 

will recognize the 2016-17 Women’s Studies Scholarship Awards recipients in the 

Matador Room. Pre-registration is required to attend the luncheon.  

 

Registration information 

The conference is free for all to attend and participants can register online, in person or 

by phone at (806) 742-4335.  

 

To attend the luncheon, registrants must complete the form and pay the luncheon fee. The 

price to attend is $15 for students and $25 for non-students (checks only).  

 

Checks should be submitted to Texas Tech University, Women’s Studies Program, Attn: 

Conference Registration, Box 42009, Lubbock, Texas, 79409-2009.  

 

Prices to register for the luncheon will increase after April 1.  

 

The Women’s Studies Program has registration assistance awards available for 10 

students wishing to attend the luncheon for free. Deadline for applicants is April 13.  

 

Parking 

Visitors without a Texas Tech parking sticker can find parking information by entering 

from the 15th Street/University Avenue entrance to the campus. Visitor parking will be 

available near the Student Union Building.  

 

For more information about the conference, including the conference program, schedule 

and registration form, visit the Women’s Studies website or download the Guidebook app 

to start planning your schedule online.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Charlotte Dunham, director, Women’s Studies Program, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 742-4335 or charlotte.dunham@ttu.edu  
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Drew Darby Featured Speaker for Energy Law Lecture Series 

A native of San Angelo, Darby was elected to the Texas House of Representatives in 2006 

 

WHAT: Energy Law Lecture Series featuring Texas House of Representatives 

member Drew Darby 

 

WHEN: Noon Monday (March 21) 

 

WHERE: Lanier Auditorium, Texas Tech University School of Law, 1802 Hartford 

Ave. 

  

EVENT: Texas state Rep. Drew Darby will be the featured speaker for the latest 

installment of the Texas Tech School of Law’s Energy Law Lecture 

Series. 

 

 Darby, a native of San Angelo, was elected to District 72 of the Texas 

House of Representatives in 2006. He is serving his fourth term on the 

House Committee on Appropriations, chairs the subcommittee on natural 

resources, business and economic development and regulatory agencies. 

He also is the chairman of the Redistricting Committee and a member of 

the House Higher Education Committee. 

 

 A live webcast of the lecture can be seen here. 

 

Those attending the event are eligible for one hour of Continuing Legal 

Education (CLE) credit. Contact Corey Clem at corey.clem@ttu.edu for 

details. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Corey Clem, senior director, Rawls College of Business, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 834-1348 or corey.clem@ttu.edu 
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Researchers Win Grant to Study Effects of Violence on Brains of Colombian Youth 

The study will look at how the recurrent paramilitary and drug-related violence in 

Colombia affect the brain function and development of children and youth in the region. 

 

Two Texas Tech University professors are joining professors from two Colombian 

universities to study the effect of violence on children’s brain activity. 

 

“Neurobiological Changes in Children and Youth with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 

(PTSD): Neuropsychological and Functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging (fMRI) 

Evidence” will be funded by a grant from the Administrative Department for Science, 

Technology and Innovation of Colombia, also known as COLCENCIAS. The grant is 

valued at about $100,000 over two years.  

 

The research, led by Department of Human Development and Family Studies professors 

Elizabeth Trejos-Castillo and Michael O’Boyle, explores the effects of violence in youth 

exposed to it regularly. They will use fMRI technology to examine brain function and 

cognitive performance in memory, attention and executive functions as they relate to 

PTSD. It will be the first study of its kind in Colombia. 

 

“Youth exposed to violence experience not only deep emotional scars, but also report high 

rates of school dropout, low academic achievement and numerous challenges functioning 

in social contexts, in part related to impaired cognitive performance due to trauma,” 

Trejos-Castillo said. “The results from this study will advance the understanding of the 

neurocognitive effects of violence exposure in youth, which is a big gap in existing 

literature, and will inform current intervention programs aiming to support youth’s normal 

cognitive-emotional functioning.  

 

The project came about when Trejos-Castillo was the keynote speaker at an event at 

Universidad CES Medellin in Colombia in 2011. While there she met Mauricio Barrera, a 

professor at the Universidad de Antioquia, now a visiting professor in the College of 

Human Sciences, and Lilliana Calderon, a professor at Universidad CES, and they 

discussed their interest in a joint research project looking at behavioral, emotional and 

cognitive effects of recurrent exposure to violence from the paramilitary groups and drug 

cartels in Medellin.  

 

In 2013 Trejos-Castillo and O’Boyle traveled to Colombia to further discuss their 

research, and in 2014 Calderon and Barrera came to Lubbock. The group built this project 

on pilot data previously collected in Colombia that looked at neuropsychological testing 
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and clinical interventions with children who have been exposed to such violence and 

diagnosed with PTSD and depression. The results showed evidence of effects of exposure 

to trauma on reasoning abilities, cognitive flexibility and memory and attention skills.  

 

The fMRI data will provide a more in-depth view of the neuropsychological effects of 

violence on children and will include a therapeutic application that will be developed 

based on the results of the study, which will support the recovery process of affected 

youth. 

 

“We hope the results will also inform the development and improvement of existing 

therapeutic and intervention efforts and help professionals working with youth exposed to 

violence,” Trejos-Castillo said. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Elizabeth Trejos-Castillo, associate professor, Department of Human 

Development and Family Studies, College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 834-6080 or elizabeth.trejos@ttu.edu  
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TechAlert! and Siren Test Scheduled 
 

In preparation for severe weather season, Texas Tech University will test its TechAlert! 
emergency communications system and outdoor siren system at 10:50 a.m. Wednesday 
(March 23).  
 
All faculty, staff and students should update cell phone, home phone or text message 
information at emergency.ttu.edu. The system is used to alert the university community of 
emergency situations, class cancellations or delays. 
 
“The safety of our university community is our top priority,” said Ronald Phillips, 
university counsel and emergency management coordinator. “We test the TechAlert! 
system at least twice a year if it is not otherwise activated, so it is vital we have current 
phone, text message and e-mail contacts for all faculty, staff and students so our 
emergency communications system can send the latest information out as fast as possible.”  
 
During an actual severe weather emergency, the Texas Tech Police Department will 
activate the outdoor siren system. If practical, the outdoor sirens will be augmented by the 
use of loudspeakers on university police vehicles broadcasting instructions and/or Texas 
Tech Police sounding the cars’ police sirens.  In these situations, individuals should 
immediately seek shelter in a safe area. More tips can be found on the Ready website.  
 
In addition to the TechAlert! system, the university will use a number of different tools to 
ensure delivery of emergency messages. These tools include: 
 

• Emergency.ttu.edu is the online Emergency Communications Center. It will inform 
the Texas Tech community about what to do in advance of, during and after an 
emergency 

• The university’s home page, Texas Tech Today and social media accounts on 
Facebook and Twitter 

• Informing local media to deliver emergency information 
• Outdoor siren notification system 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications & 
Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136, or chris.cook@ttu.edu.  
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Assistant Vice Provost Wins State Distance Learning Award  

Justin Louder will be honored by the Texas Distance Learning  

Association March 28-31 in San Antonio. 

 

Justin Louder, assistant vice provost for Texas Tech University, will be honored March 

28-31 in San Antonio by the Texas Distance Learning Association (TxDLA) for his 

efforts in pushing distance learning to unimaginable limits, according to the association.  

 

Louder is one of four recipients to be awarded the Outstanding Commitment to 

Excellence and Innovation in Distance Education by an Individual and is the only 

recipient for a four-year higher education institution.  

 

“I am honored and humbled to be recognized by the Texas Distance Learning 

Association for the work I’ve been doing with Texas Tech’s Worldwide eLearning 

program,” said Louder. “Texas Tech is committed to excellence in all of our online and 

distance education courses and programs, so this award is for the entire Worldwide 

eLearning staff here at the university.” 

 

TxDLA is the leading Texas membership association for distance learning professionals 

and works to represent education institutions at all levels as well as corporate training 

professionals and distance learning equipment and content providers. Established in 

1996, the not-for-profit professional association is affiliated with the U.S. Distance 

Learning Association.  

 

With the motto of “you don’t have to live in Lubbock to pursue your education through 

Texas Tech,” Worldwide eLearning offers more than 50 degree, certification and 

certification preparation programs that are fully available online. There also are six 

regional teaching sites across the state, including El Paso, Highland Lakes, Waco, 

Junction, Fredericksburg and Collin County. The degrees earned online and at regional 

sites are the same degrees earned on Texas Tech’s main campus in Lubbock. 

 

Worldwide eLearning also has been ranked four consecutive years by U.S. News and 

World Report for best online programs for its graduate computer information technology, 

online graduate engineering and online graduate education programs. Each year the 

ranking has steadily increased, including moving up 29 spots from 2015 to 2016. This 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
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year was the first time Texas Tech was ranked as offering one of the best online 

bachelor’s programs (No. 100).  

 

For more information about Worldwide eLearning and a list of online programs visit its 

website. 

  

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Justin Louder, assistant vice provost, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-

7227 or justin.louder@ttu.edu  
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Texas Tech Neuroimaging Institute Hosts Symposium 

“Advances in Neuroimaging Approaches and Applications” symposium is scheduled for 

Thursday. 

 

The Texas Tech Neuroimaging Institute (TTNI) will present a half-day Neuroimaging 

Symposium entitled “Advances in Neuroimaging Approaches and Applications” on 

Thursday (March 24).  

 

The symposium begins at 10 a.m. and will include research presentations from Texas 

Tech University and the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center as well as 

presentations from guest speakers Vince Calhoun, Javier Gonzalez-Castillo, Changho 

Choi and Steve Wright. 

 

Symposium agenda: 

 

10–11 a.m.: Welcome and poster session on research conducted at the TTNI and by the 

Computational Neuroimaging Cluster at Texas Tech  

  

11 a.m.–noon: Research presentations from Texas Tech and the Health Sciences Center 

 

Noon: Working lunch 

 

12:30 p.m.: Welcome from Robert V. Duncan, Texas Tech University senior vice 

president for research 

 

12:40-2:40 p.m.: Presentations from invited speakers 

 

2:40 p.m.: Future of neuroimaging research: Remarks from invited speakers 

 

3:30 p.m.: End of symposium  

 

The symposium will be held at the Texas Tech Innovation Hub and Research Park, 3911  

4th St. The event is free and open to the public but registration is required. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 
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CONTACT: Sunanda Mitra, interim director, Neuroimaging Institute, Texas Tech 

University, sunanda.mitra@ttu.edu or Carrie Romo, interim director, Innovation Hub 

at Research Park, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5295 or carrie.romo@ttu.edu  
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TechAlert! and Siren Test Scheduled 
 
WHAT: Test of the Texas Tech University TechAlert! system and outdoor sirens 
 
WHEN: 10:50 a.m. Wednesday (March 23) 
 
EVENT: Texas Tech will test its TechAlert! emergency communications system 

used to alert the university community of emergency situations, class 
cancellations or delays. This test also will include audible outdoor sirens. 

 
 To update cell or home phone information, visit emergency.ttu.edu. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications & 
Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136, or chris.cook@ttu.edu.  
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Texas Tech Selected as 2016 Paul Simon Spotlight Award Recipient  

The university’s K-12 Global Education Outreach division, housed under the Office of 

International Affairs, was selected for the prestigious award. 

 

Texas Tech University’s K-12 Global Education Outreach (GEO) division recently was 

selected as a 2016 Senator Paul Simon Spotlight Award recipient by NAFSA, the world’s 

largest nonprofit association dedicated to international education and exchange, for its 

internationalization efforts in primary education.  

 

“We are deeply honored for Texas Tech’s K-12 Global Education Outreach division to be 

honored with this prestigious award,” said Ambassador Tibor Nagy, vice provost for 

International Affairs. “Given the forces for globalization will only accelerate, global 

competence is now required of every student who wants to succeed in today’s world. Our 

GEO program will continue to develop new and creative ways to enable West Texas K-

12 students to enhance their global IQ.”  

 

The prestigious award is given to institutions making intentional, significant progress in 

expanding the reach of internationalization among students, faculty and staff; fostering 

collaboration across academic, administrative and student services in the interest of 

internationalization; expanding student, faculty and academic support units contributing 

to internationalization; and assessing and measuring that progress.  

 

“We are honored to receive this award and to be recognized for our efforts to help 

internationalize the campus and educate the local community,” said Kelley Coleman, 

director of Texas Tech’s K-12 Global Education Outreach division. “This award 

recognizes years of hard work and we are honored to receive it.” 

 

Housed under the Office of International Affairs, the GEO division was created to foster 

cultural awareness and encourage the pursuit of higher education through programs, 

partnerships and outreach opportunities. The division offers programs and workshops 

throughout the year designed for students of all ages and teachers to help cultivate a 

global understanding of the world and today’s society. 

 

“For the past 18 years, our K-12 Global Education Outreach division has provided 

cultural outreach programming to local schools across West Texas,” Coleman said. “As 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
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our international population has grown, so have our outreach efforts. Serving as a liaison 

between the university and local community has allowed us to foster cultural awareness 

for thousands of students and teachers across the South Plains.” 

 

Named after the late Senator Paul Simon of Illinois, the award is given to institutions that 

have excelled in expanding global learning for students and scholars. Simon was a strong 

supporter of international education and foreign language learning. His leadership in 

these areas supported the creation of the National Security Education Program, which 

addresses critical national security deficiencies in language and cultural expertise.  

 

Since 2003, NAFSA has presented the Senator Paul Simon Spotlight Award to 

universities such as Duke University, the University of Texas-Austin, Rice University, 

Northwestern University, Colorado State University, Webster University and the 

University of Notre Dame.  

 

This year’s recipients will be featured in NAFSA’s report “Internationalizing the 

Campus: Profiles of Success at Colleges and Universities” and will be recognized during 

a ceremony in Washington, D.C., this November during International Education Week.  

 

To learn more about Texas Tech’s K-12 GEO division or the Senator Paul Simon 

Spotlight Award, visit their websites. 

  

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Kelley Coleman, director, K-12 Global Education Outreach, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 742-3667 or kelley.coleman@ttu.edu  
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ELPN, Autism, Sexual Assault Research to be Presented at Competition 

The annual poster competition allows graduate students to present their work to lay 

audiences before applying for publication and presentation in their industries. 

 

Graduate students in a variety of disciplines at Texas Tech University will present their 

work Friday (March 25) at the 15th annual Graduate Student Research Poster Competition. 

 

The competition gives students an opportunity to explain their research to a non-

specialized, lay audience and is open to the community. Judges from Texas Tech and 

Lubbock will rank the posters, and winners will receive scholarships to present their 

research at an industry conference. 

 

This year a number of students studied topics of interest to the Lubbock community, 

including collaborations with the East Lubbock Promise Neighborhood (ELPN), the far-

reaching effects of sexual assault and more. 

 

 Using families who are part of the ELPN Family Academy, human development 

and family studies student Amy Cox found low-income children are significantly 

delayed on language development and thus are less prepared to begin school. 

 HDFS student Andrea Parker found parents in the ELPN Family Academy were 

more likely to understand the importance of their roles as teachers and nurturers 

after a parenting class. 

 Experimental psychology student Mindi Price tested the difference in reaction 

between elderly people who read a news story about negative cognitive effects of 

aging and their peers who read a story about positive cognitive effects of aging.  

 Charity Embley, an education graduate student, used the life of a sexual assault 

survivor to describe how, despite sincere efforts to gain an education, survivors 

may be held back because of a lack of recognition that sexual assault affects 

learning ability. 

 Educational psychology student Christy Chapman studied the frequency of anxiety 

and related symptoms among children with autism spectrum disorder and the need 

for caregivers to have a better method of assessment. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Carleigh Smith, event co-coordinator, Graduate School, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 834-5356 or carleigh.smith@ttu.edu or Jeannie Bennett, event co-
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coordinator, Graduate School, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-8282 or 

jeannie.bennett@ttu.edu  
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Presidential Lecture & Performance Series Season Closes with  

Complexions Contemporary Ballet 

The final PLPS event of the 2015-2016 season will feature Complexions Contemporary 

Ballet, the country’s original multicultural dance company.   

 

 

EVENT: Texas Tech University will conclude this year’s 10th anniversary 

Presidential Lecture and Performance Series with a performance by 

America’s original multicultural dance company, Complexions 

Contemporary Ballet. The ensemble, which has won The New York 

Times’ Critic’s Choice Award, is celebrated for boldly and seamlessly 

intersecting the lives of dancers from various artistic and cultural 

backgrounds.  

 

Founded in 1994, Complexions has created an exciting vision of human 

movement in the past two decades. The company has repeatedly appeared 

as guest artists on “So You Think You Can Dance” and has presented its 

work on five continents and in more than 20 countries. Both powerful and 

innovative, Complexions continues to redefine American dance with its 

groundbreaking approach to contemporary ballet and its profound passion 

for diversity. 

 

Tickets are $18 and are available through Select-A-Seat at (806) 770-

2000, or www.selectaseatlubbock.com. Texas Tech students may receive 

one free ticket with a valid student ID, which can be picked up at the Allen 

Theatre information desk. 

 

For more information, visit www.presidentialseries.ttu.edu and 

www.facebook.com/presidential.series.  

 

WHEN: 7 p.m. Friday (April 1) 

 

WHERE: Texas Tech University Allen Theatre, Student Union Building  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 
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CONTACT: Jo Moore, director, Presidential Lecture & Performance Series, Office 

of the President, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5261 or jo.moore@ttu.edu  
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Texas Tech Part of Consortium Studying Sustainability of Ogallala Aquifer 

CASNR Water Center director Chuck West will direct the Texas Tech consortium. 

 

Researchers from Texas Tech University will participate in a $2.4 million study directed 

by Colorado State University to examine the long-term sustainability of the Ogallala 

Aquifer. 

 

Chuck West, the Thornton Distinguished Chair in the Department of Plant and Soil 

Science and director of the CASNR Water Center in the College of Agricultural Sciences 

and Natural Resources, will direct the Texas Tech contingent. Texas Tech received 

$211,000 from the grant, awarded by the United States Department of Agriculture’s 

Agriculture and Food Research Initiative. 

 

“This project brings together the latest science and technology in water management in 

crops and soils and groundwater hydrology with an evaluation of policy and economic 

impacts,” West said. “The effort also includes outreach to promote adoption of water-

saving irrigation methods. The consortium members have exceptional track records of 

research and extension education in the region, and this project strengthens our 

collaborations to extend the life of our shared groundwater resources.” 

 

The Ogallala Aquifer, an underground water source that stretches from the Midland-

Odessa area of West Texas and eastern New Mexico through eight states into southern 

South Dakota, is a declining source of fresh water used both for consumption and 

agricultural use. The aquifer region accounts for 30 percent of the total crop and animal 

production in the United States, and more than 90 percent of the water pumped from the 

aquifer is used for agricultural irrigation. 

 

West said Texas Tech and CASNR have a long record of leadership in research and 

education related to the Ogallala Aquifer. The aquifer supports a multi-billion dollar 

agriculture industry, which is a vital employment and revenue foundation for both urban 

and rural areas in West Texas. He said the project will serve as an additional example of 

Texas Tech’s commitment to partnering with its stakeholders to sustain the area’s 

agricultural industry and its people. 
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Joining West in the Texas Tech consortium are Venki Uddameri, a professor in the 

Department of Civil, Environmental and Construction Engineering and director of the 

Texas Tech Water Resources Center; Donna Mitchell, a research assistant professor in the 

Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics; and Veronica Acosta-Martinez from 

the USDA-Agricultural Research Service and an adjunct professor in plant and soil 

science. 

 

The Texas Tech team will collaborate with economic and agricultural experts as well as 

engineers from throughout the region to consolidate the most up-to-date information into 

easily usable formats to water users and groundwater management districts. 

 

The other participating institutions – the University of Nebraska, Kansas State University, 

Oklahoma State University, New Mexico State University and West Texas A&M 

University as well as Texas A&M Agrilife and the USDA-Agricultural Research Service – 

will examine the impact of the rapidly declining aquifer on crop and livestock producers 

and develop more efficient methods of using the groundwater for sustainable food 

production systems, rural communities and ecosystem quality. The study will take place 

over a four-year period. 

 

According to West, the project will identify management strategies to apply the right 

water at the right time in the right place across the region. He said a coordinated regional 

effort will ensure advances in efficient water use will be transmitted to users more quickly, 

and that large-scale changes in the aquifer, cropping patterns and climate can be analyzed 

with greater accuracy. 

 

“As water shortages intensify, the rest of the Ogallala Aquifer region can learn from our 

experiences in the South Plains of Texas, as we have studied and dealt with heat and 

drought to improve crop-water management,” West said. “Another part of the effort will 

be to identify the best combination of methods to transition to ultra-low irrigation 

management and dryland production, while improving soil conditions for holding water.” 

 

The USDA also will serve as the permanent co-chair of the National Drought Resilience 

Parternship, a presidential initiative to help coordinate drought relief efforts, reduce 

drought impact and prepare for future droughts. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Chuck West, Thornton Distinguished Chair and director of the CASNR 

Water Center, Department of Plant and Soil Science, College of Agricultural 

Sciences and Natural Resources, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-4160 or 

chuck.west@ttu.edu 
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Texas Tech University Dedicates Newest Piece of Public Art Friday (March 25) 

Adela Andea’s “Primordial Gardens” promotes discussion about  

the impact of human actions on the natural environment.  

 

WHAT:           The College of Human Sciences will host a dedication ceremony for artist 

Adela Andea’s “Primordial Gardens,” the newest piece of public art on the 

Texas Tech University campus.  

 

Speakers will include Andea; Linda Hoover, dean of the College of 

Human Sciences; and Michael Molina, vice chancellor for Facilities 

Planning & Construction. The event is free and open to the public. 

 

                        The piece consists of seven sculptural units created with an outer shell of 

colorful elements, LED lighting, and exterior floating components of flex 

neon, coils and Plexiglas tubes. It encourages inspiration and 

contemplation of the impact of human actions on the natural environment, 

Andea said. 

 

The installation is suspended from the El Centro gathering area ceiling and 

is experienced from below by looking up into the space. It also can be 

viewed at eye level through windows on the second floor. Andea said the 

piece has brought vibrancy and new energy to the area.  

 

Andea is known for her uniquely illuminated sculptures and has created 

installations in various locations throughout Texas using electronics, lights 

and plastic. Photos of other installations can be found on her website. 

 

WHEN:           4 to 5 p.m. Friday (March 25) 

 

WHERE:         El Centro, Texas Tech College of Human Sciences, 1301 Akron Ave. 

                         

                        Complimentary parking is available in lot R-13 just south of Doak Hall, 

near the intersection of University Avenue and 15th Street. Additional 

parking is available in the pay-to-park lot east of the entry station near 15th 

and Akron Avenue.  

                         

Learn more about Texas Tech University System’s Public Art Program here.  

mailto:amanda.castro-crist@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/about/dean.php
http://www.texastech.edu/chancellor/michael-molina.php
http://www.texastech.edu/fpc/
http://www.texastech.edu/fpc/
http://www.adelaandea.com/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/documents/parking_map.pdf
http://www.texastech.edu/fpc/public-art.php


                          

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Emily Wilkinson, public art director, Facilities Planning & 

Construction, Texas Tech University System (806) 742-2116 or 

emily.wilkinson@ttu.edu  
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CALUE Hosts Annual Undergraduate Research Conference 

The conference is one of the largest of its kind in the region, featuring research of more 

than 200 students from all disciplines. 

 

The Center for Active Learning and Undergraduate Engagement (CALUE) will host its 

annual Undergraduate Research Conference Tuesday and Wednesday (March 29-30) in 

the Student Union Building (SUB). The conference is one of the largest of its kind in the 

region, featuring research of more than 200 students from all disciplines. 

 

Undergraduate scholars and faculty members from nine universities will participate in 

this year’s celebration of academic and creative scholarship.  

 

“Attendees will be amazed by the work undergraduates are doing,” said Erin Justyna, 

associate director for CALUE. “You hear about faculty members doing this level of 

research, but students as young as freshman are doing this kind of work.” 

 

The conference will feature poster and oral presentations, keynote speakers, a visual art 

exhibition and a performing arts session in the Escondido Theatre. This year’s keynote 

speakers are Ali Nejat, assistant professor for Whitacre College of Engineering, and 

Climate Science Center Director Katharine Hayhoe, who will speak about 

“Communicating Your Research to Broader Audiences and “Researching Bigger.”  

 

In addition to the presentations, awards will be presented to the top undergraduate 

scholars in each research category.  

 

Undergraduate students desiring to begin their own research can contact any member of 

the CALUE staff. Students can register with the CALUE office with their preferred area 

of active learning (research, service, internships and study abroad) and then the CALUE 

staff will alert students of opportunities with faculty members or community partners. 

CALUE also provides research project funding, travel funding and academic scholarships 

to undergraduate researchers.  

 

For more information about research opportunities and active learning, visit CALUE’s 

website.  

 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/calue/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/calue/ConferenceHome/index.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/
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http://www.depts.ttu.edu/calue/


Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Erin Justyna, associate director, CALUE, Texas Tech University, (806) 

742-1095 or erin.justyna@ttu.edu    
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Texas Tech Hosting Electronics Recycling Drive 

The drive gives members of Texas Tech and the Lubbock community a chance to get rid of old 

phones, computers and other electronics and supports Sustainability Scholarships.   

 

If you have a pile of electronics collecting dust somewhere in your house, Texas Tech University 

wants them. From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday (March 26), University Student Housing will host an 

electronics recycling drive in parking lot C-16 (Commuter West) near the intersection of 

Knoxville Avenue and Texas Tech Parkway.  

 

The drive is one of several events the department has completed as part of Recyclemania, an 

eight-week competition that ranks colleges and universities based on their recycling efforts. 

Melanie Tatum, unit assistant director in Sustainability and Warehouse Operations, said all the 

money generated by the recycling efforts supports students.  

 

“This is an opportunity for everyone in the community to help generate money for our 

Sustainability Scholarships, and to get rid of old computers, TVs, etc. and help us with the 

Recyclemania competition,” Tatum said. “Everything we collect during this event will be 

recycled and the money from the rebates will go back to the students in the form of 

scholarships.” 

 

Over the past three years, $55,000 has been awarded in scholarships, with $30,000 awarded just 

last year, Tatum said.  

 

Microwaves and appliances cannot be accepted at the drive, but the following electronics can: 

 

 Telephones 

 Cell phones 

 Stereos 

 Cables and cords 

 Gaming consoles 

 Hard drives 

 Keyboards 

 VCRs 

 DVD players 

 Servers 

 TVs 

 Monitors 

 Computers 

 Laptops 

 Printers/Copiers 

 Scanners 

 Fax machines 

 Circuit boards 

 

For more information about sustainability and recycling efforts on campus, visit their website.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 

us on Twitter. 

 

mailto:amanda.castro-crist@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/housing/
http://recyclemaniacs.org/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/housing/gogreen/index.php
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CONTACT: Melanie Tatum, unit assistant director, Sustainability and Warehouse 

Operations, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1570 or m.tatum@ttu.edu 
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Texas Tech Researcher Wins Technical Achievement Award  

from Industry-Leading Professional Group 

Seshadri Ramkumar will receive his honor during the group’s conference in May. 

 

A Texas Tech University researcher has been chosen to receive a prestigious technical 

achievement award from TAPPI. 

 

Seshadri Ramkumar, a professor of technical textiles and countermeasures to chemical 

threats in Texas Tech’s Department of Environmental Toxicology and The Institute of 

Environmental and Human Health (TIEHH), will receive TAPPI’s NET (Nonwovens 

Engineers and Technologists) Division Technical Achievement Award and the Mark 

Hollingsworth Prize for technical advancement in the field. The TAPPI NET Division is 

the world’s leading professional group in the field of nonwoven technology, and the 

Technical Achievement Award is deemed the highest technical award for the field’s 

researchers. 

 

“This award has been possible because Texas Tech realized the importance of research in 

the new field of nonwovens way back in 1999 and supported my effort through the 

Admiral Zumwalt Program, which helped with the creation of FiberTect decontamination 

wipe technology,” Ramkumar said. “The research program showcases strong and 

continuing collaboration between Texas Tech, Reese Center and industry groups such as 

Plains Cotton Growers, Inc. I am thankful to Texas Tech for providing a supportive 

research environment that is absolutely needed for any research program to succeed.” 

 

Ramkumar’s award will be presented at a May 17 awards dinner during the 2016 NET 

INC (Innovative Nonwovens Conference) in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

 

“I have known Ram for nearly a decade and am proud to be involved in presenting this 

well-deserved award to him,” said Larry N. Montague, TAPPI president and CEO. “He is 

extremely energetic, solid and passionate about the Nonwovens industry, and his 

leadership skills have helped to drive the TAPPI NET Division forward as a true 

motivator.” 

 

About Seshadri Ramkumar 

Ramkumar’s research focuses on developing value-added materials using nonwovens and 

nanotechnology. He created FiberTect, a nonwoven decontamination wipe capable of 

cleaning chemical threat agents, and supervises the Nonwoven and Advanced Materials 

Laboratory within TIEHH. He is an associate editor for the AATCC Journal of Research 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.tiehh.ttu.edu/
http://www.tiehh.ttu.edu/
http://www.tiehh.ttu.edu/dr.-s.s.-ramkumar.html
http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2009/05/texas-tech-receives-patent-for-decontamination-wipe-creation-process-2
http://www.tiehh.ttu.edu/sramkumar/index.html
http://www.tiehh.ttu.edu/sramkumar/index.html


published by the American Association of Textile Chemists and Colorists. He serves on 

the editorial boards of many international peer-reviewed journals, such as the Journal of 

Engineered Fibers and Fabrics. He has successfully organized many international 

conferences on advances in fibrous materials in India, promoting bilateral relations in the 

field of technical textiles between the United States and India. He has received an 

honorary fellowship from the world’s largest textile professional society, Textile 

Association (India), which has more than 22,000 members. 

 

About TAPPI 

TAPPI is the leading association for the worldwide pulp, paper, packaging, tissue and 

converting industries and publisher of Paper360°, Tissue360° and TAPPI Journal. 

Through information exchange, events, trusted content and networking opportunities, 

TAPPI helps members elevate their performance by providing solutions that lead to better, 

faster and more cost-effective ways of doing business. It has provided management 

training and networking to the industry’s leaders for more than 100 years. For more 

information, visit TAPPI’s website. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Seshadri Ramkumar, professor, The Institute of Environmental and 

Human Health, Texas Tech University, (806) 885-4567 or s.ramkumar@ttu.edu  

http://www.tappi.org/?utm_source=Informz&amp;utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=Email
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Texas Tech’s Cheer, Pom Squads to Perform at United Supermarkets Arena 

The two squads will perform their routines prior to the NCA and NDA  

Collegiate Cheer and Dance Championships in Florida. 

 

WHAT: Texas Tech Cheer and Pom Squads Nationals Routine Showcase 

 

WHEN: 7 p.m. Friday (March 25)  

 

WHERE: United Supermarkets Arena, Texas Tech University campus  

 1701 Indiana Ave. 

 

Texas Tech University’s cheer and pom squads will showcase their routines for the 

upcoming National Cheerleaders Association (NCA) and National Dance Association’s 

(NDA) collegiate cheer/dance championships in Daytona Beach, Florida, April 6-9.  

 

The teams will perform their routines 7 p.m. Friday (March 25) at the United 

Supermarkets Arena. The event is open to the public and admission is free.  

 

Last year, Texas Tech’s cheerleading squad placed second and the pom squad placed 

seventh in the “open dance” category and fourth in the “hip-hop” category.  

 

For more information about Texas Tech’s Spirit Program, cheerleading and pom squads, 

please visit their website at www.spiritsquads.ttu.edu.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT:  Stephanie Rhode, director, Spirit Program, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 742-5433 or stephanie.rhode@ttu.edu    

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
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Drug Effects Expert from Columbia University to Speak at Texas Tech 

Carl Hart will discuss the effects of drug use and drug policy. 

 

EVENT: Carl Hart, a professor of psychology and psychiatry at Columbia 

University who is known for his research in drug abuse and addiction, will 

give a presentation to the Texas Tech University community on the 

societal, behavioral and neuropharmacological effects of drug use and 

drug policy.  

 

 After growing up in an impoverished Miami neighborhood, Hart served in 

the United States Air Force after graduating from high school. He went on 

to receive his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of 

Maryland before earning his doctorate in neuroscience from the University 

of Wyoming. Along with publishing his book “High Price,” which 

combines his personal experience with drugs and poverty with his modern 

research, Hart has given testimony to the United States Congress’ 

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform as well as been a 

featured speaker at the Nobel Conference and notable media outlets 

including CNN, MSNBC and FOX. As the first tenured African-American 

professor of sciences at Columbia, Hart now works to apply his scientific 

training to help save lives.  

 

 The presentation is open to the campus community and admission is free.  

 

WHEN: 3:30-5 p.m. Tuesday (Mar. 29)  

 

WHERE: Human Sciences Building, Room 169   

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Michael J. Serra, director of Experimental Psychology Programs, 

Department of Psychological Sciences, College of Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 834-5134 or michael.serra@ttu.edu 

mailto:cara.vandergriff@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Climate Science Center Participating in LUNA Spring General Meeting 

Director Katharine Hayhoe will deliver a presentation on improving community health. 

 

WHAT: The Texas Tech University Climate Science Center to present at the 

Lubbock United Neighborhood Association spring general meeting 

 

WHEN: 6:30-8 p.m. Tuesday (March 29) 

 

WHERE: Lubbock High School, 2004 19th St., Lubbock 

  

EVENT: Texas Tech Climate Science Center director Katharine Hayhoe will give a 

presentation during the Lubbock United Neighborhood Association spring 

meeting. Her lecture is titled “Act Locally: 8 Easy Ways to Invest in a 

Healthy Community.” 

 

 Following the presentation, participants can participate in one of two 15-

minute workshops stemming from the topics presented to learn more 

information. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Breanna Allen, communication and outreach coordinator, Climate 

Science Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2011 or breanna.allen@ttu.edu 
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Texas Tech Italian Program to Host Italian Artist for Exhibition at LHUCA 

“Ezio Gribaudo’s Theaters of Memory” will be on display April 1 through May 28. 

 

Texas Tech University’s Italian Program in the Department of Classical and Modern 

Languages and Literatures and the Louise Hopkins Underwood Center for the Arts 

(LHUCA) will host an exhibition of the works of Italian artist Ezio Gribaudo from April 1 

through May 28 at LHUCA, 511 Ave. K, in collaboration with the Italian Cultural Institute 

of Los Angeles. 

 

Ezio Gribaudo’s “Theaters of Memory (Teatri della memoria)” is a collection of works 

Gribaudo began developing around 1965 and continues to this day. The artwork shares 

common themes of archaeology of knowledge and of the human experience, with images 

designed to trigger memories. 

 

“The White Magic of Ezio Gribaudo,” a 2015 documentary directed by Marco Agostinelli 

and Andrea Liuzza, will be screened throughout the exhibition. 

 

The LHUCA Gallery is open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and admission is 

free. The exhibition is sponsored by The CH Foundation and made possible in part 

through a grant from the City of Lubbock as recommended by Civic Lubbock, Inc. It is 

supported by a grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts and endorsed by the 

Consulate General of Italy and ItalyInUS.org. 

 

At the exhibit’s private opening on March 31, Gribaudo will be awarded The ICC (Istituto 

Italiano di Cultura) Lifetime Achievement Award, a prestigious award that recognizes 

Italian excellence in the world. It will be presented by Valeria Rumori, director of the 

Italian Cultural Institute of Los Angeles. Gribaudo also will be awarded honorary 

citizenship from the City of Lubbock. 

 

About Ezio Gribaudo 

Born in 1929, Gribaudo was trained at the Accademia di Brera and as an architect. The 

Turin-based artist brings to his art a sense of chromatic precision and historical 

determination derived from his work as a painter, sculptor and graphic artist. Gribaudo’s 

work appears in many permanent museum collections around the world, among them the 

Museum of Modern Art in New York City; the Peggy Guggenheim Collection in Venice, 

Italy; the Musée des Arts Décoratifs in Paris; the Robert McDougall Art Gallery in New 

Zealand; and the Museu de Arte Moderna in Rio de Janeiro. Through his committed 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
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activity as an art publisher, he mentored and promoted many of the most relevant figures 

in modern art since the 1950s, including Francis Bacon, Giorgio de Chirico, Willem De 

Kooning, Marcel Duchamp, Peggy Guggenheim, Joan Miró and Henry Moore. He has 

been recognized with numerous international prizes, including the IX Rome Quadriennale 

in 1965, the XXXIII Venice Biennale Prize for graphic arts in 1966 and the São Paulo 

Bienal in 1967. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Victoria Surliuga, Italian Program coordinator, Department of 

Classical and Modern Languages and Literatures, College of Arts & Sciences, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 834-7478 or victoria.surliuga@ttu.edu  
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Two Industrial Engineering Professors Recognized by Online Programs Blog 

Texas Tech University was lauded by the website for its Systems & Engineering 

Management masters and doctorate programs. 

 

Professors Mario Beruvides and Hong-Chao Zhang in the Texas Tech University 

Department of Industrial Engineering were recognized Monday by the website Online 

Engineering Programs for the graduate and doctoral programs in Systems & Engineering 

Management. 

 

The program in the Whitacre College of Engineering is designed to produce graduates 

who are strong technical managers with a vast engineering, science and technical 

background as well as a strong foundation in management and financial issues. 

 

The blog from Online Engineering Programs praised Texas Tech’s online degree plan that 

allows students to complete their coursework on their own schedule. Texas Tech offers 

Master’s of Science and doctorate degrees in systems and engineering management. 

 

“We are continually proud of our online programs,” said Al Sacco, Jr., dean of the 

Whitacre College of Engineering. “Our System Engineering online program is certainly, 

as this ranking suggests, among the top in the United States. Programs are only as good as 

the faculty who teach and administer them. Both Mario Beruvides and Hong-Chao Zhang 

are among our very best educators. They exemplify the quality of faculty we have in all 

our online programs and are a credit to our institution.” 

 

Texas Tech was one of five schools across the country recognized for its online systems 

engineering programs along with Colorado State University, Arizona State University, 

Colorado Technical University and the Missouri University of Science and Technology. 

 

The blog also praised Beruvides and Zhang for their work with students and their research 

backgrounds. 

 

Beruvides is the AT&T Professor of Industrial Engineering with research interests in 

management of technology, engineering management, measurement, production and 

quality systems engineering and applied ergonomics. 

 

Zhang is the interim department chairman and E.L. Derr Professor of Industrial 

Engineering with a research focus on a variety of manufacturing subjects, including 

sustainable, green, additive, resource efficiency and environmentally conscious 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
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manufacturing as well as life-cycle assessment and energy modeling of manufacturing 

process. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Mario Beruvides, AT&T Professor, Department of Industrial 

Engineering, Whitacre College of Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-

3543 or mario.beruvides@ttu.edu or Hong-Chao Zhang, interim department chairman 

and E.L. Derr Professor, Department of Industrial Engineering, Whitacre College of 

Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3543 or hong-chao.zhang@ttu.edu 
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Playing Action Video Games May Increase the Capability for a Suicide Attempt  

A new study by Texas Tech researchers examines the acquired capability for suicide. 

 

Among individuals already thinking about suicide, those who play action video games 

may be significantly more capable of attempting it than those who play other video game 

categories, according to a new study from Texas Tech University. 

 

Researchers in the Department of Psychological Sciences examined the relationship 

between video game play and the acquired capability for suicide, with the moderating 

effects of video game category and gender. The team published its findings in a recent 

issue of the peer-reviewed journal Cyberpsychology, Behavior and Social Networking.  

 

The research was based on the interpersonal theory of suicide by psychologist Thomas 

Joiner, which says a person can develop a capability for suicide through exposure to 

physically painful or psychologically provocative events. 

 

“What we know from previous research is that not everyone who thinks about suicide goes 

on to attempt or die by suicide,” said the study’s lead author, Sean Mitchell, a doctoral 

candidate in clinical psychology. “What the interpersonal theory of suicide brought in was 

the acquired capability for suicide, which is meant to differentiate who may think about 

suicide but never attempt versus someone who thinks about suicide and does go on to 

attempt. 

 

“Acquired capability is an increased fearlessness about death, not being as afraid to die, 

and also an increased pain tolerance – not being as sensitive to pain. Increased acquired 

capability allows individuals to overcome the fear and pain that would inhibit a suicide 

attempt.” 

 

An important caveat to the research is it’s only applicable to people already thinking about 

suicide, what researchers call suicide ideation.  

 

The research also doesn’t give a clear picture as to whether violent video games cause an 

increased acquired capability for suicide.  

 

“We didn’t assess change over time,” Mitchell said. “Some studies say people play violent 

video games, which causes them to be more aggressive. Other studies say there’s no 

association. Other studies say the opposite: people who are already more violent seek out 

violent video games. We see findings that show all of it, so there’s not a clear picture. 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
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Without doing intensive study over a long period of time, we can’t really say what causes 

what.” 

 

The study included data from 228 students at Texas Tech who reported playing video 

games weekly, largely male (65.5 percent) and Caucasian (74.1 percent). 

 

Participants were asked to report what categories of video games they played: 

 Action games: First-person shooter, horror, fighting, sports or crime/war games, such 

as “Call of Duty,” the “HALO” series, “Left for Dead,” “Resident Evil,” 

“Streetfighter,” “Mortal Kombat,” “Tomb Raider” and “Grand Theft Auto” 

 Adventure games: Role-playing, multiplayer online or adventure games, such as “The 

Sims” and “World of Warcraft”  

 Simulation games: Wii, PlayStation Move, vehicle simulation, sports, racing or music 

games, such as “Guitar Hero” 

 Educational/traditional games: Puzzles, educational or traditional games, such as 

“Solitaire,” “Chess,” “Minesweeper” or “Tetris” 

 

“The more hours of video games you play, the higher your acquired capability tended to 

be,” Mitchell said. “But if we took into consideration what kinds of video games you’re 

playing, we saw that if you play action games, which tend to be more violent, there is a 

stronger relationship between hours of video game play and acquired capability. However, 

if you don’t play action games, there was no relationship. So, hours of video game play is 

associated with increased acquired capability only when they report playing action 

games.” 

 

However, because action games aren’t the only types of games that contain violence, the 

reality may be more definitive than the study’s results. 

  

“Violence could show up in adventure games as well, so by us having it be just action 

games, it’s probably a slightly more conservative estimate of that association than if we 

said ‘violent video games,’” Mitchell said. “If we had the question rephrased that way, we 

might have seen a stronger relationship.”  

 

In addition to Mitchell, the study’s other authors are Danielle Jahn, an assistant professor 

at the University of Maryland’s School of Medicine who earned her master’s and 

doctorate at Texas Tech; Evan Guidry, a clinical psychology doctoral candidate in the 

Texas Tech Department of Psychological Sciences; and Kelly Cukrowicz, an associate 

professor of clinical psychology, chair of the institutional review board and director of 

Texas Tech’s Suicide and Depression Research Program. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Sean Mitchell, doctoral candidate in clinical psychology, Department of 

Psychological Sciences, College of Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-

8039 or sean.mitchell@ttu.edu 
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Texas Tech Hosts International Week Events 

The Office of International Affairs will host cultural activities April 1-8. 

 

Texas Tech University will host International Week, a week full of events devoted to 

celebrating the many different cultures in the world.  

 

Students, faculty and staff will have the opportunity to participate in events hosted by the 

Office of International Affairs along with several other departments and organizations on 

campus and within the community.  

 

“This city and campus-wide event brings our community together to participate in a 

variety of fun, informative and culturally-rich activities,” Jane Bell, senior director of 

International Outreach and Operations, said. 

 

The weeklong festivities will begin at the First Friday Art Trail (April 1) and end with the 

annual Global Vision Awards ceremony at the International Cultural Center on April 8. 

 

The Global Vision Awards are given to Texas Tech faculty and administrators for their 

inspiring works that encourage students to study and experience the world abroad. Last 

year’s recipients include Cristina Rios-Blanco, Rogelio Carrera, Linda Donahue, Paul 

Paré, David Weindoff and John Masselli. 

 

Events happening throughout the week include: 

 Symposiums 

 Concerts 

 Lectures 

 Presentations 

 Panel discussions 

 Film screenings 

 Scholarship presentations 

 Awards ceremony 

 Exhibits 

 

A complete list of events happening during International Week can be found here.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 
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CONTACT: Jane Bell, senior director of outreach and operations, International 

Cultural Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3667 or jane.bell@ttu.edu  
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The Hub@TTU Earns Several National Awards 

The student-run multimedia publication earned honors from the Society of Professional 

Journalists, the Barbara Jordan Media awards and Columbia Scholastic Press. 

 

The Hub@TTU, a student-run multimedia publication within the College of Media & 

Communication, has been recognized with awards from the Society of Professional 

Journalists (SPJ), the Barbara Jordan Media awards and the Columbia Scholastic Press 

Association (CSPA).  

 

The Hub won multiple honors from the SPJ Region 8 Mark of Excellence awards, 

including best independent online student publication for the third year in a row and Best 

digital-only student publication for the first time. The Hub also won the award for best use 

of multimedia for the first time for its “West Texas Water Issues” microsite, created by 

Sarah Self-Walbrick, Nicole Molter, Kaitlin Thogmartin and Anibal Galindo. 

 

Self-Walbrick, the graduate executive director for The Hub, said winning national awards 

is very humbling, especially considering the fact The Hub is going into just its fourth year 

of publication.  

 

“I’m very proud of our past and current staff, as well as the students who frequently 

contribute, for making The Hub@TTU a prestigious collegiate publication,” Self-

Walbrick said. “For me, winning the best independent online student publication for the 

third year in a row is the most exciting. That category is judged by content published this 

semester, so it is nice to be told that we are still doing a good job and maintaining high 

standards year after year.” 

 

Members of The Hub were finalists in the Mark of Excellence awards category of “Online 

News Reporting,” including Breann Robinson’s story “Does Towing Make You Trucking 

Mad?” and Maddy McCarty’s story “Where Did the Vending Machines Go?”  

 

For the first time, The Hub also won the “College Digital News Silver Crown” award from 

the Columbia Scholastic Press Association and a Barbara Jordan Media award for David 

Talley’s story “The Navigation Equation – How Blind Students Take On Texas Tech.” 

 

mailto:aleesa.ross@ttu.edu
http://www.ttuhub.net/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/


Self-Walbrick noted because of membership, this was the first year the Hub was eligible to 

compete in the CSPA Gold Crown Awards.  

 

“This award is the highest given by CSPA, so even getting a Silver Crown is a big honor, 

especially for our first year,” Self-Walbrick said. “It is a national competition, so it is 

always nice to receive those bigger awards. I think this is just a sign for what is to come.”  

 

Professor Miglena Sternadori, the faculty adviser for The Hub, said she has watched the 

online publication grow over the last year in its use of multimedia elements and in its 

quality of news writing. 

 

“What I have seen change since the fall is an increased use of multimedia elements, which 

is crucial for a digital-only publication,” Sternadori said. “I have also seen a higher quality 

of news writing, which makes the Hub’s content interesting and readable.” 

 

Rob Peaslee, chairman for the Department of Journalism & Electronic Media, said he 

hopes The Hub’s success will inspire more students within the college and Texas Tech as 

a whole to get involved.  

 

“It gives me great pleasure to see the hard work of our students and faculty awarded at the 

national level,” Peaslee said. “Alicia Keene, Sarah Self-Walbrick and Miglena Sternadori 

should be recognized especially for their steadfast dedication to quality journalism and for 

bringing what is still a new enterprise to such levels of excellence.” 

 

Self-Walbrick said she believes the best is yet to come and credits The Hub’s staff and 

volunteers with helping to make it the award-winning publication it is today. 

 

“As always, The Hub@TTU has an awesome staff and volunteers,” Self-Walbrick said. 

“Our reporters have taken on some great topics this past year, and I think the website’s 

content has been more diverse than ever. Judging by our high page views and increased 

social media numbers, I think we’re doing something right.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Aleesa Ross, director for the Center for Student Success, College of 

Media & Communication, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0348 or 

aleesa.ross@ttu.edu 
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University Libraries and Museum Hosting Book Signing Event  

The book is the latest special publication of the Natural Science Research Laboratory at 

the Museum of Texas Tech and focuses on natural history and mammology. 

 

WHAT: Texas Tech University Libraries and the Museum of Texas Tech will host 

a book signing for the Special Publication, “United States Biological 

Survey: A Compendium of its History, Personalities, Impacts and 

Conflicts.” The book is volume 64 of the Natural Science Research 

Laboratory at the Museum of Texas Tech University and features various 

papers relating to the history of the U.S. Biological Survey (now the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service), the field of natural history and the discipline of 

mammalogy during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

 

 Book editors David J. Schmidly, William E. Tydeman and Alfred L. 

Gardner will be in attendance. Refreshments will be served and copies of 

the book will be available for purchase. 

 

WHEN: 4 p.m. Tuesday (March 29) 

 

WHERE: Croslin Room, University Library, 18th Street and Boston Avenue 

 

WHO: Schmidly served as the 13th president of Texas Tech from 2000 to 2002. 

Before that, he was the vice president of research and graduate studies and 

was dean of the Graduate School. He received his master’s degree from 

Texas Tech and is an internationally respected researcher. He has been 

inducted into the Texas Hall of Fame for Science, Mathematics and 

Technology and has authored or edited hundreds of scientific publications.  

 

 William Tydeman is an archivist at the Southwest Collection/Special 

Collections Library of Texas Tech. His publications include 

“Conversations with Barry Lopez: Walking the Path of Imagination” and 

“Llano Estacado: An Island in the Sky.”  

  

 Alfred L. Gardner is a research wildlife biologist at the U.S. Geological 

Survey’s Patuxent Wildlife Research Center and curator of the National 

Collection of North American Mammals and the National Collection of 

mailto:amanda.castro-crist@ttu.edu
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https://www.depts.ttu.edu/museumttu/
http://www.nsrl.ttu.edu/index.htm
http://www.nsrl.ttu.edu/index.htm
http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2009/10/texas-tech-university-honors-former-president-2
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/gradschool/
http://swco.ttu.edu/
http://swco.ttu.edu/


Mammal Type Specimens in the National Museum of Natural History in 

the Smithsonian Institution.  

   

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Bill Tydeman, archivist, Southwest Collection/Special Collections 

Library, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-2890 or william.tydeman@ttu.edu  
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MEDIA:  

Texas Tech University Interim President John Opperman will be available to speak with 

the media Wednesday, March 30 at 4 p.m. in Room 206 at the Board of Regents 

Committee Room, Administration Building. Parking will be made available in the lot east 

of the Student Union Building by McClellan Hall. 

 

Campus Carry Task Force Finalizes Recommendations 

Texas Tech University’s campus carry operating policy will be  

reviewed by the Board of Regents at a called meeting in April. 

 

Texas Tech University (TTU) Interim President John Opperman on Tuesday accepted a 

TTU Operating Policy (OP) pertaining to the implementation of Senate Bill 11, also 

referred to as campus carry. 

 

The OP will be reviewed by the Board of Regents, which is required by law and expected 

at a called meeting in April. 

 

“I would like to thank the Chancellor’s Campus Carry Work Group, the TTU Campus 

Carry Task Force, the TTU System Office of General Counsel, the provost and many key 

staff and administrators for their input and efforts in shaping these recommendations,” 

Opperman said. “This was an important and necessary process that included the input 

from constituent groups across campus, including faculty, staff and students, and I 

appreciate their involvement. I am confident we have submitted a set of 

recommendations that respects the spirit of the law while reflecting input from our 

community.” 

 

Included in the recommendations are proposed areas of exclusion from SB 11, including 

The Robert H. Ewalt Student Recreation Center, Kent R. Hance Chapel, any location 

where professional counseling services are provided, spaces used for activities or camps 

attended by minors, designated research laboratories, any university event where alcohol 

is being served in accordance with the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission and 

approved performance venues. 

 

The university will require students who possess a concealed handgun license and reside 

in designated campus residential facilities to safely secure and store the handgun so “it is 

not readily available to anyone except the permit holder.” Other students assigned to a 

residence hall room where a firearm is stored will be allowed to request a transfer. 

 

mailto:chris.cook@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hr/CampusCarry/TTUdraft03-24-16.pdf
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“Because there are differing views and legal opinions on some of these 

recommendations, provisions have been included to allow future amendments to the OP 

should circumstances warrant,” Opperman added. “These provisions include the 

establishment of a campus carry committee to review future proposed changes and to 

advise the president. Based on possible future court rulings related to SB 11, this process 

provides the opportunity for changes.” 

 

The new operating policy goes into effect Aug. 1. Open carry of firearms, per state law, 

will continue to be prohibited on campus. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications and 

Marketing, Texas Tech University (806) 742-2136 or chris.cook@ttu.edu  

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Difficult Dialogues Series to Focus on the U.S. Presidential Race 

The fourth spring installment will feature a panel discussion  

with Texas Tech faculty, staff and students.    

 

The Texas Tech University Cross-Cultural Academic Advancement Center (CCAAC) 

will host a panel discussion for the fourth spring installment of the Difficult Dialogues 

series. The discussion, “U.S. Presidential Race,” is scheduled for 6 p.m. Thursday (March 

31) in the Education Building, Room 001. 

 

Seth McKee, associate professor of political science, will serve as moderator.  

 

Other panel members are:  

 Nathaniel Wright, assistant professor of political science 

 Robert Forbis, assistant professor of political science 

 Jordan Vogel, student and chapter leader for Citizens Climate Lobby 

 Megan McMillan, student and member of Tech College Republicans 

 Holton Westbrook, student and president of the Student Government Association 

 Michael Wurmstein, chemical engineering student 

 

“This event will be a great way for students and the Texas Tech community to engage in 

discussion and voice their opinion about the current U.S. presidential campaign system,” 

said Ruben Lopez, CCAAC unit coordinator. “Those in attendance can ask panel of 

specialists questions about the different processes behind these campaigns and learn 

about what makes them successful or unsuccessful.” 

  

The final installment on April 5 will focus on health care reform at 6 p.m. in the 

Education Building, Room 001. 

 

For more information about Difficult Dialogues Program, visit its website. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Ruben Lopez, unit coordinator, Cross-Cultural Academic 

Advancement Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-7801 or 

ruben.a.lopez@ttu.edu  
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Expert: Age-Appropriate Sex Education Helps Teens Cope with Puberty 

 

Talking about sex with children has never made any parent or teacher overly comfortable, which 

may result in children hitting puberty with little understanding of why their bodies are changing, 

what it means and how to handle changing relationships with their peers. 

 

Elizabeth Trejos-Castillo, an associate professor of human development and family studies at 

Texas Tech University, created a sexual development curriculum for sixth-graders intended to 

explain all the changes that go along with puberty, including emotional, cognitive and 

relationship development. In four years, she and a graduate student have taught more than 1,000 

sixth-graders the Normalized Sexual Development curriculum, which now is mandatory for that 

age group in the Lubbock-Cooper Independent School District. 

 

As an adolescent and human development researcher, Trejos-Castillo focuses her research on the 

importance of individual characteristics and contextual factors that contribute to risk-taking 

behaviors and deviance in youth, with a particular focus on ethnic minorities and at-risk groups. 

She is an international adjunct professor at the Universidad CES in Medellin, Colombia.  

 

She also is a leader in the Teen Straight Talk program in Lubbock and was associate editor of 

The Journal of Early Adolescence for seven years. Trejos-Castillo has worked with teenagers for 

almost two decades.  

 

Expert 

Elizabeth Trejos-Castillo, associate professor of human development and family studies, (806) 

834-6080 or elizabeth.trejos@ttu.edu 

 

Talking points 

 Sixth-graders, most of whom are not yet in puberty, confused the onset of puberty with 

the need to have relationships, kiss or have sex. Previous curricula also didn’t explain 

why their bodies were changing or the mental and emotional aspects of human 

development. 
 When students are given the opportunity to ask questions, write their thoughts down and 

use their own voices when discussing these sensitive subjects, they are better able to 

understand and retain the information. The research shows students know more about 

human development and have better self-esteem at the end of this curriculum than at the 

beginning. 
 Emphasizing the normalcy of sexual development helps children and teenagers, as well 

as parents and educators, talk about these issues. 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/hdfs/
https://www.facebook.com/Lubbock-Teen-Straight-Talk-126405827413011/
mailto:elizabeth.trejos@ttu.edu


Quotes 

 “The idea of normalized sexual development is exactly that – this is normal, this has to 

happen. We can’t stop it, so we better empower the teenagers to know what’s going on 

with their bodies.” 

  “Their questions are more related to biology – how and why is my body changing? Is 

this gross? Is this normal? They don’t ask anything about being intimate with anybody or 

having these sexual relationships with anybody.” 
 “Information is power, and I wish more teenagers would be empowered by getting the 

right information on time. You realize you have to develop something that’s just 

appropriate for them.” 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 

us on Twitter. 
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Media Availability with Interim President John Opperman 

 

WHAT: Texas Tech University Interim President John Opperman will be available 

to the media to discuss TTU’s Operating Policy pertaining to the 

implementation of Senate Bill 11, also referred to as campus carry.  

   

WHEN: 4 p.m. Wednesday (March 30) 

 

WHERE: Board of Regents Committee Room (Room 206), Administration Building 

 

 Parking will be available in the lot east of the Student Union Building by 

McClellan Hall. 

 

VIDEO:  Broadcast-quality video of the media gathering will be made available 

after the event on the Texas Tech University System FTP. For login 

information contact Jeff Ramazani with the Office of Communications 

and Marketing at jeff.ramazani@ttu.edu.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications and 

Marketing, Texas Tech University (806) 742-2136 or chris.cook@ttu.edu  
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Mentor Tech Featured in National Report by The Education Trust 

The report, entitled “Rising Tide II: Do Black Students Benefit as Grad Rates Increase?,” 

features Texas Tech’s Mentor Tech program. 

 

A national research report recently released by The Education Trust found that graduation 

rates for African-American students at public, four-year colleges and universities did not 

increase the same rate as overall rates for higher education institutions over the past 

decade (2003-13).  

 

Programs across the nation have been put in place to change these rates for African-

American students. One of those programs is Texas Tech University’s Mentor Tech, 

formally known as the Lauro Cavazos and Ophelia Powell-Malone Mentoring Program.  

 

Seventy percent of institutions examined showed while there was an improvement of 

graduation rates for African-American students, the increase hasn’t been large or fast 

enough to close gaps between African-American and Caucasian students. The Education 

Trust reported in many cases the gaps between the two rates have widened.  

 

In the report, The Education Trust featured 52 institutions across the nation working to 

close the completion gaps between African-American and Caucasian students in hopes 

other colleges and universities will learn ways to increase their graduation rates of 

African-American students. The first university program on the list: Texas Tech’s Mentor 

Tech.  

 

“Texas Tech is honored to once more be recognized by The Education Trust as a top-

performing university in achieving educational excellence and success for its African-

American students,” said Juan Muñoz, senior vice president for the Division of 

Institutional Diversity, Equity and Community Engagement and vice provost for 

Undergraduate Education and Student Affairs. “We are particularly proud of our Mentor 

Tech program, which is being recognized as a national best practice to ensure student 

success. Texas Tech is committed to inclusive excellence, and the recognition by The 

Education Trust helps to further the awareness of our efforts and underscores our 

dedication to continue them.”  

 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
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Mentor Tech was first introduced in 2002 after university leaders noticed how many 

African-American and Latino students were leaving without a degree.  

 

The program – named after former Texas Tech President Lauro Cavazos, the first Texas 

Tech undergraduate to become president at Texas Tech, and Ophelia Powell-Malone, 

Texas Tech’s first African-American graduate – began increasing graduation rates 

through faculty and staff mentoring and peer group networking opportunities to foster a 

campus climate conducive to students’ academic, social and cultural needs and interests. 

 

In the report, Mentor Tech director Cory Powell said the part that makes students 

successful is knowing there always is someone in their corner supporting them.  

 

“Ultimately, the thing that makes it successful is you’re giving them someone who says, 

‘I’m here for you. Regardless of whatever it is, you can come and talk to me,’” Powell 

said. “When students are having those difficulties or they’re second-guessing themselves, 

there’s someone who can reassure them it’s possible.”  

 

Having served more than 3,200 students from underrepresented groups, Mentor Tech 

partners “protégés” with mentors to help students stay accountable in their studies, have a 

support system and, ultimately, succeed all the way to graduation day. 

 

Housed under the Division of Institutional Diversity, Mentor Tech offers workshops for 

students that focus on academics and career and personal development, facilitates 

connections with local churches and community organizations, and also hosts an annual 

banquet each year to celebrate graduating protégés and raise money for Mentor Tech 

scholarships.  

 

“We are proud Texas Tech has been recognized as an example to our peer institutions for 

dramatically improving graduation and retention rates for our African-American students 

over the last 10 years,” said Texas Tech Provost Lawrence Schovanec. “The impact of 

Mentor Tech is more significant for the relationships it promotes between our students 

and faculty and the student success and difference in the lives made possible through 

these relationships.” 

 

Since the program’s beginning, Texas Tech’s graduation rates among African-American 

students has increased 19 percent in the last decade to 56 percent. For Latinos, the 

graduation rate is 53 percent, an increase of 13 percentage points higher than a decade 

ago. As of today more than 1,000 protégés in the program have graduated from Texas 

Tech and the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center. 

 

“We want to make it as hard as possible for students to fail,” said Powell in the Rising 

Tide II report.  

 

Ohio State University was the other four-year, public university featured in the report 

with its Young Scholars Program that focuses on first-generation, low-income middle-

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/staffbios/lschovanec.php
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schoolers in nine cities across the state that take college-prep curriculum to help them get 

into Ohio State or other universities. 

 

“It’s a tremendous honor to have the work we do through Mentor Tech recognized by 

The Education Trust,” Powell said. “Our efforts to provide students with support in their 

academic, social and cultural adjustments are only possible because of the commitment 

of the university’s administration to diversity and the mentors who selflessly give their 

time to positively impact the lives of our students.” 

 

The Education Trust is a national, non-profit advocacy organization that promotes high 

academic achievement for all students at all levels, particularly for students of color and 

low-income students. To see the full report, visit The Education Trust’s website.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Cory Powell, director, Mentor Tech, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-

8692 or cory.powell@ttu.edu    

 

https://edtrust.org/resource/risingtideii/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:cory.powell@ttu.edu


 

Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

                                                                                      

News Release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE: March 30, 2016 

CONTACT: George Watson, george.watson@ttu.edu 

         (806) 742-2136 

 

Rawls College of Business Data Science Program Ranked in Top 25 

Texas Tech offers a master’s degree in data science with a STEM emphasis. 

 

The website Value Colleges has ranked the Rawls College of Business Data Science 

master’s program among the top 25 in the nation, the website announced recently. 

 

The ranking, in which Texas Tech University’s business college was ranked 23rd, was 

based on several factors. Value Colleges rated only regionally accredited colleges and 

universities with proven reputations and considered three metrics – Payscale’s 2015-16 

college salary report, U.S. News & World Report rankings and actual cost reported from 

the institution’s website. 

 

“To receive this ranking as a best value program for data science shows that the graduate 

education students receive at the Rawls College of Business is not only of the highest 

quality, but also offers a great return on investment,” Rawls College of Business interim 

dean Paul Goebel said. “This ranking is a testament to the innovative, affordable programs 

we offer, and it further exemplifies how we are doing more for our graduate students.” 

 

Value Colleges praised Texas Tech and the Rawls College as one of the best in the 

Southwest thanks to a growing reputation among national rankings, particularly at the 

graduate level. It said the master of science in data science, a one-year science, 

engineering, technology and mathematics (STEM)-designated program, was evidence of 

Texas Tech’s commitment to driving business education. 

 

Directed by Eric Walden, a Wetherbe professor in the Area of Information Systems and 

Quantitative Sciences, the program brings together the principles of statistics, technology 

and business where students will develop skills to help them understand and interpret big 

data for use in creating sustainable organizational strategies.  

 

It is estimated that by 2018 there will be a shortage of 140,000 to 190,000 people with 

deep analytical skills and even fewer managers and analysts with the know-how to use big 

data analysis to make effective decisions. 

 

“The Rawls College of Business has been offering data science courses since 2004. If you 

take good students, good faculty and a decade of experience then you can really build 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
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something great,” Walden said. “We combine not only computers and statistics, but also 

business cases and human decision-making so our students can not only manipulate and 

analyze data, but also manipulate and analyze the right data to answer the right questions.” 

 

The Center for Advanced Analytics and Business Intelligence, founded in 2004 by Horn 

Professor Peter Westfall, plays a key role in the program, Walden said. 

 

The program offers courses covering subjects such as big data strategy, multivariate 

analysis, predictive analytics, business intelligence, data and text mining and decision 

theory and business analytics. Students also learn a variety of technologies used to analyze 

data, including R, Hadoop, Python and SAS and relational databases. 

 

Texas Tech was one of only two colleges in the state of Texas and one of only two Big 12 

Conference schools to be ranked in the top 25. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Michele Moskos, senior director of marketing, Rawls College of 

Business, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1413 or michele.moskos@ttu.edu 

 

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/about/isqs/caabi.php
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:michele.moskos@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Graduate School to Host Three Minute Thesis Competition 

The competition is judged on students’ ability to effectively  

present their research in three minutes or less. 

 

The Graduate School at Texas Tech University will celebrate the research of its students 

by hosting a Three Minute Thesis competition designed to cultivate students’ academic, 

presentation and research communication skills by allowing them to explain their research 

to a non-specialist audience in three minutes or less.  

 

Three heats will be held Friday (April 1), with the winners of each heat competing in the 

finals at 1 p.m. at the Graduate Center. The final presentations will be free and open to the 

public and will feature a judging panel including local “celebrity” judges Anchor Jeff 

Klotzman of Fox 34 News and Meteorologist Ron Roberts of KAMC. 

 

All thesis master’s and doctoral students are eligible to participate in the competition. 

Participants will be evaluated on their ability to provide judges with a clear understanding 

of their research topic and its background, significance and outcomes as well as the 

engagement and enthusiasm of their presentation.  

 

The winner will be announced Friday afternoon and will receive a prize of $300, with 

prizes of $200, $100 and $100 being awarded to the second place, third place and people’s 

choice winners, respectively.  

 

More information is available at the Three Minute Thesis website. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Cari Carter, senior administrative assistant, Graduate School, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 834-5726 or cari.carter@ttu.edu  

mailto:cara.vandergriff@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/gradschool/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/gradschool/students/current/threeminutethesis.php
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:cari.carter@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Student Earns Honors at PRWeek Awards Ceremony 

Nicole Lundburg named runner-up, honorable mention by the organization. 

 

Texas Tech University public relations student Nicole Lundberg recently was named the 

runner-up with an honorable mention selection in the 2016 PRWeek Student of the Year 

competition at PRWeek’s annual awards ceremony in New York City. 

 

Lundberg, a junior honors student from Albuquerque, New Mexico, is the second student 

in as many years from the College of Media & Communication to make it to the final 

round of the competition.   

 

Described as “a reporter’s dream” by one judge, Lundberg said the Student of the Year 

competition gave her the opportunity to network with professionals in the field and new 

hope for her budding career.  

 

“Being recognized by PRWeek is a tremendous honor,” Lundberg said. “As a finalist, I 

was able to travel to New York and meet some of the most accomplished people in the 

industry. It was a phenomenal opportunity for learning and professional development, and 

I am now more excited than ever about my future.” 

 

Sun Lee, an assistant professor of public relations, was Lundberg’s mentor during the 

competition. She said Lundberg’s success is a testament both to the quality of the 

Department of Public Relations and Lundberg’s character as a student.  

 

“Nicole is a naturally talented student in this area, but she also has a talent for seeking out 

advice from professors and other knowledgeable people and is willing to actually listen to 

and absorb the advice that others give her,” Lee said. “I think that’s when the synergy 

takes place, and I feel really thrilled when the synergy happens.”  

 

Trent Seltzer, assistant dean for graduate studies and former public relations department 

chair, hopes Lundberg’s experience will inspire more students in the college to compete in 

national competitions. 

 

“Not only is this an amazing honor for Nicole, but it says a lot about the strength of our 

program,” Seltzer said. “We’ve fielded two students in two years; both made it to the top 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/programs/publicrelations/


five. It’s just more evidence of what the faculty have known for a long time – our students 

are fantastic and can compete with public relations majors from any program in the 

country.” 

 

Lundberg said she entered the competition to gain experience and was thrilled by her 

success and the fact she has received so much support from faculty within the public 

relations department. 

 

“Texas Tech has a phenomenal public relations program that really sets students up to 

succeed,” Lundberg said. “I would advise other students to take advantage of it. If you’re 

willing to put in the work, it’s a great opportunity.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Aleesa Ross, director for the Center for Student Success, College of 

Media & Communication, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0348 or 

aleesa.ross@ttu.edu 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:aleesa.ross@ttu.edu
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Hispanic Honor Society Hosts Eighth Annual Forum 

The Forum on Peace and Security will be held  

Monday at the International Cultural Center.  

 

WHAT: Texas Tech University’s Sigma Delta Pi, in partnership with the Office of 

International Affairs and the American Association of Teachers of Spanish 

and Portuguese, is holding its eighth annual Forum on Peace and Security. 

The topic of the forum will be “The State of the World.” 

 

 Tibor Nagy, vice provost for International Affairs, will speak at the forum. 

A reception will follow the event. 

 

WHEN: 5:30 – 7 p.m. Monday (April 4)  

 

WHERE: International Cultural Center auditorium, 601 Indiana Ave. 

 

WHO:   The forum is open to the public and admission is free.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT:  Comfort Pratt, associate professor, department of teacher education, 

College of Education, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5710 or c.pratt@ttu.edu  

mailto:jb.fleming@ttu.edu
http://ttusigmadeltapi.wix.com/texastechuniversity
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/international/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/international/
http://www.aatsp.org/
http://www.aatsp.org/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/staffbios/tnagy.php
https://www.facebook.com/internationalculturalcenter/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:c.pratt@ttu.edu
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Metro Station to Headline Raider City Limits 

The annual spring concert will be held at Urbanovsky Park. 

 

Metro Station will headline Texas Tech University’s annual spring concert Raider City 

Limits from 6 to 9 p.m. April 8 at Urbanovsky Park.  

 

In addition to Metro Station, the event also will include performances by Tech Activities 

Board singer/songwriter winner Colin Barth and circus entertainment group Aerial Angels.  

 

Troy Pike, unit coordinator of Student Union and Activities, said Metro Station is one of 

the highest profile bands Raider City Limits has hosted. 

 

“This will be the third year Raider City Limits is hosted, and this is the first time we’ve 

been able to bring in a band that has had a top 10 hit song like ‘Shake It,’” Pike said. “We 

hope this event paves the way for the continued growth of Raider City Limits and other 

programming opportunities on campus.”  

 

Raider City Limits, hosted by the Tech Activities Board and Recreational Sports, is free 

for everyone to attend. The event will include T-shirts, food, drinks, games and access to 

the campus Leisure Pool for all Texas Tech students with a valid ID. Students are 

encouraged to bring lawn chairs and/or blankets to sit on.  

 

“It’s a great event for students,” said Scott Layher, unit assistant director of Rec Sports. 

“We hope they’ll have some fun and forget about all the projects and exams they have 

coming up.”  

 

More information about Raider City Limits is available at the event’s webpage. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Claire Maginness, unit assistant director, Student Union and Activities, 

Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1884 or claire.maginess@ttu.edu  

mailto:cara.vandergriff@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sub/StudentActivities/RCL/index.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sub/StudentActivities/RCL/index.php
http://www.metrostationmusic.com/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sub/StudentActivities/TAB/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sub/StudentActivities/TAB/
http://angelsintheair.com/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/recsports/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sub/StudentActivities/RCL/index.php
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:claire.maginess@ttu.edu
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Nutritional Sciences Professor Discusses Need for Better Data in Obesity Research 

John Dawson, a biostatistician, worked with more than a dozen other researchers to find 

the most common errors and suggest ways to fix them. 

 

John Dawson, an assistant professor in the Department of Nutritional Sciences at Texas 

Tech University, is an author on a recently published paper examining the common 

statistical errors and biases in obesity research. 

 

The paper, “Common scientific and statistical errors in obesity research,” is one of a three-

part series published by The Obesity Society to identify common mistakes, challenge 

assumptions about weight loss both among researchers and practitioners and call for 

greater accountability in how obesity research is done. 

 

Dawson, who is a biostatistician with expertise in statistical analysis, designing 

experiments and analyzing and interpreting data related to obesity and cancer research, 

said he and his colleagues on the paper, of which there are 17, wanted to raise these issues 

so all obesity researchers would produce more informative research. They also wanted to 

alert research journals to these issues so the journals and organizations would give more 

consideration to the statistical analysis and have statisticians look over studies for errors. 

 

This is critical in all scientific research, he said, but especially so in obesity research, 

which can affect huge numbers of the population. 

 

“While some of the topics might be considered esoteric, many of them touch on points 

that anyone might ask themselves when reading about a new study: ‘Have the researchers 

confused a mere correlation with a direct cause-and-effect relationship?’ ‘Did they tweak 

the process to get a publishable result?’ ‘How were incomplete questionnaires handled?’” 

he said. “We also discuss less conscious problems, like not providing enough precision in 

reported results or thorough methodological detail.  

 

“It is our hope that this paper will be a useful reference for scientists preparing 

experiments, as well as for anyone in the general public who is interested in learning how 

to critically read new research in order to separate the wheat from the chaff.” 

 

Dawson is available to comment on the need for appropriate methods and statistical 

analysis in obesity research. For more on the series, click here. 

 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/ns/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/enhanced/doi/10.1002/oby.21449
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/(ISSN)1930-739X/homepage/statistical_issues_in_obesity_research.htm
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/(ISSN)1930-739X/homepage/statistical_issues_in_obesity_research.htm
http://www.obesity.org/home
http://www.obesity.org/news/press-releases/researchers-identify-key-statistical-errors-in-obesity-science-strategies-to-avoid-them


Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: John Dawson, assistant professor, Department of Nutritional Sciences, 

College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-7615 or 

john.a.dawson@ttu.edu  

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:john.a.dawson@ttu.edu
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Dietetics Education at Texas Tech Plays Important Role in Community Nutrition 
The program’s success is evidenced in part by its high rate of matching students with 

internships – almost twice the national average. 
By Heidi Toth 

 
Students in the dietetics program at Texas Tech University have a distinct advantage as 
they prepare for work in the real world – all of their teachers have spent time as clinicians 
in the real world, doing exactly what they teach their students to do. 
 
“I tell the students when I go to talk to the freshmen what a great program they’re in and 
how lucky they are to be surrounded by people who, No. 1, have their best interests in 
mind, and No. 2, know what it takes to succeed in this major and in this industry,” 
instructor Allison Childress said. “Our goal is to give them usable, practice-based 
knowledge, so when they get out of here they’ll be able to use what they learned. 
 
“That’s one thing that makes our program outstanding.” 
 
For National Nutrition Month, Childress, the director of the didactic program in dietetics, 
and Shelley Fillipp, director of the dietetics internship program, discussed Texas Tech’s 
dietetics education and the opportunities it provides students to take a variety of courses 
across several disciplines and find their place in a job market that remained strong and is 
getting stronger. 
 
Becoming a dietitian requires students to earn a degree in nutritional sciences, complete a 
1,200-hour dietetics internship and pass a state licensing exam. It also requires a lot of 
science courses and a willingness to work hard, make good grades and participate in jobs 
and community service starting from their first semester freshman year. 
 
The payoff, though, is a rewarding job with many different avenues of work in an industry 
that just keeps growing. 
 
“I can’t seem to produce dietitians fast enough,” Fillipp said. “The job market is really 
good in West Texas.”  
 
The roles of a dietitian 
“What’s the difference between a nutritionist and a registered dietitian?” Childress said. 
“What makes us unique is we are the only nutrition professionals who are able to provide 
medical nutrition therapy.” 
 
What that means, she said, is a registered dietitian can walk into a hospital, a nursing home 
or rehabilitation center or a hospice organization and work with sick patients on their 
nutrition, which is part of the big picture of a patient’s health. A nutritionist can give basic 

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/ns/undergraduate/nutrition_dietetics.php


advice to healthy people, but doesn’t have the medical qualifications to be part of patient 
care. 
 
In hospitals, dietitians work with patients to ensure they’re receiving the proper nutrients in 
the proper amounts to help their bodies heal. They also work with patients who may 
struggle to eat, such as cancer patients, to find foods they can eat. Dietitians work in 
neonatal intensive care units to help treat infants who may not be able to digest regular 
breast milk or formula. Additionally, dietitians can provide nutritional support for patients 
who are unable to eat at all. 
 
Dietitians also are working in outpatient settings, specializing in treating patients with 
Celiac disease, Crohn’s disease or eating disorders, as well as many other medical 
diagnoses with specific nutritional requirements. They are able to work with individuals to 
find solutions for specific conditions and palates. 
 
Dietitians find plenty of work outside of health care. More corporations have in-house 
dietitians as part of corporate wellness programs. United Supermarkets employs a dietitian 
to provide better nutritional information to customers. Some school districts hire dietitians 
to plan menus. Texas Tech Hospitality Services and The Ranch at Dove Tree, a treatment 
facility for drug and alcohol rehabilitation, employ dietitians.  
 
“Dietitians are really expanding what they go and do,” Fillipp said.  
 
The education 
The dietetics program at Texas Tech is accredited through the Accreditation Council for 
Education in Nutrition and Dietetics, which requires certain classes be taught in all 
programs. Texas Tech’s curriculum adds to those requirements, leaving room for dietetics 
majors to take one elective in four years. 
 
It’s a challenging four years, Fillipp and Childress said. In the first two years the students 
load up on chemistry, biology, food science and restaurant, hotel and institution 
management courses. They need to have a 3.0 GPA in those courses to apply for the 
dietetics program, and they can’t take any upper level dietetics courses without being 
admitted to the program. 
 
That sometimes means students who aren’t making the necessary grades get steered into a 
new program. They do that, Fillipp said, because to get an internship students need at least 
a 3.0 GPA. They don’t want students to graduate but not be able to get an internship, 
because they can’t become dietitians without that.  
 
“You don’t have much time to make mistakes, honestly,” Fillipp said. 
 
And the students learn this pretty quickly. 
 
“I hear the older ones telling the younger ones, ‘You better be good at science. You better 
be able to do well in all your chemistries,’” Childress said. “That’s another thing that’s 
alleviated by having a prerequisite GPA, the fact that your grades count from day one.” 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hospitality/
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Professors want to make sure the students are prepared not only for their internships but 
also to pass the licensing test that will allow them to become registered dietitians. It’s not 
easy, Fillipp said, nor is the 1,200-hour internship. In fact, just applying for the internships 
is one of the more difficult tasks for dietetics students; they have to research programs, 
meet with professors and find ways to set themselves apart from the other internship 
candidates with impressive GPAs and work experience. 
 
“They’ve got to have a strong academic ability to get through the gauntlet,” Fillipp said.  
 
The internship 
Dietetics students match with their internships similar to the way medical students match 
with their residency programs. A graduating senior ranks the programs he or she has 
applied to in order of preference. All of the program directors then rank the students who 
have applied in the order they want to select the students. A computer matches students to 
programs based on those rankings. 
 
In 2015 Texas Tech had a 97 percent match rate, above the university’s average match rate 
of 86 percent and well above the national average rate of 50 percent.  
 
Most internships last a year, although some students work on a master’s degree at the same 
time and take two years. It’s a chance for students to shadow professionals, be part of the 
conversations on health care, learn what clinicians do and experience the different facets of 
dietetics before they look for work. 
 
“It’s basically like you get to try everything in your field before you make a decision about 
what you want to do,” Childress said. “It’s really a great experience.” 
 
Texas Tech has 18 openings spread across three sites – Lubbock, Amarillo and 
Midland/Odessa – and usually a fair number of Texas Tech students stay to complete an 
internship. However, they want the students to find the internship that will be the best 
match for them. Last year students were matched with Baylor University Medical Center 
in Dallas and the Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center in Houston, both prestigious 
programs. 
 
Fillipp, who heads the committee that ranks the applicants, said they want diversity in their 
interns, so Texas Tech students don’t get any special consideration. Although most of the 
universities they pull from have the same accreditation and thus have similar curricula, 
each has different strengths, so they hope to match with a variety of students. 
 
As the internship programs and more students come from different universities, that helps 
raise Texas Tech’s profile as well. Fillipp said students from throughout the state will 
come to Texas Tech, enjoy their internships and contact their undergraduate advisers about 
their experience, which leads those advisers to encourage future students to apply. It also 
helps that in 2014, the dietetics program had a 100 percent pass rate on the registered 
dietitian exam, which was the top pass rate in the nation. 
 

http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2015/04/dietetics-students-meet-their-matches


“We’ve worked hard to give them a great experience without too many tears,” Fillipp said. 
“It’s work, but they end up having a good experience overall.” 
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Finding Home: Class Gives Students Firsthand Look into Irish Music, Culture 
For Irish American Heritage Month, musicology professor Christopher Smith discussed his 

love for the Emerald Isle, which he’s shared with dozens of students through the years. 
By Heidi Toth 

 
Off the western coast of Ireland is a small island chain where the Irish language is still 
spoken and the people still make their living from the land and the water. The Aran Islands 
are rocky and green and inhabited by only a few hundred people. They sit at the edge of 
the Galway Bay, but the closest land is the 700-foot Cliffs of Moher on the coast of Clare 
that rise above the breakers of the North Atlantic Ocean. 
 
Inishmoor, the island farthest from the mainland, is the largest of the Arans. In the town of 
Kilronan there is a pub, Joe Watty’s. Joe Watty’s had a regular, an old fisherman named 
Paddy who played the accordion. 
 
Christopher Smith met Paddy in 2004, the first year the musicology professor at Texas 
Tech University took a class to Ireland to experience the music, culture and folklore of that 
country. Smith and fellow musicology professor Angela Mariani shepherded 22 students 
through mostly western Ireland, trying food, meeting the locals, staying in quiet inns in 
remote areas and singing and dancing to Irish folk music.  
 
That was the first of many nights Smith and his students spent with Paddy over the years. 
Paddy played his accordion – only the slow “airs,” he said; because of a heart attack he 
couldn’t play the jigs – and the Americans joined the Irish in dancing, singing, clapping 
and playing music. It was one of the best classrooms. 
 
Since 2004, Smith has taken dozens of students to Ireland for two weeks as the 
culmination of his Music, Folklore and Tradition in Irish Cultural History course. It started 
out as an Honors College course, but now is a music history course that meets the 
university’s core curriculum requirement for fine arts or multiculturalism.  
 
Many of those students share in Smith’s Irish heritage. Others go for the first time and 
discover a love for the misty green island that in the last two centuries has experienced 
widespread famine and several violent rebellions. For March, which is Irish-American 
Heritage Month, he talked about this course and its significance to university students half 
a world away from Ireland. 
 
“It’s not just about the music on the page or the dancing or the folklore,” Smith said. 
“What can we learn about ourselves from this Irish folk culture?” 
 
The course 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/honors/


Smith teaches this course every spring. Through the semester the class of 10 meets around 
a table in his office. They discuss Irish culture, learn songs and dance steps, examine the 
maps and study the history of the places they’ll go and perform together. The day after 
graduation, they leave for Ireland, returning the day before the first summer session starts. 
 
The time spent in Ireland is less about learning and more about experiencing what they’ve 
been learning all summer. The history, music and culture come to life as they visit with the 
native Irish people, hear the language, eat the food and understand the effects of famine, 
illness and British colonialism. 
 
Often, Smith said, students comment that they understand why the Irish immigrants to 
America were so sorry to leave, even in the midst of devastating wars or famines. So many 
left their homes and were never able to return. That, he said, is why Irish heritage remains 
a part of the lives of many descendants of the native Irish. 
 
“Culture and heritage is how you connect yourself to your history when you’ve left. 
Anybody who’s immigrated here knows this experience,” Smith said. “Culture is one of 
the ways people do that.” 
 
A love for the country and embracing his ancestors’ homeland led musicology graduate 
student John Clements to sign up for the course this semester. He went to Ireland in 2010 
as part of a political science class studying the Irish political upheaval that started in 1916 
and continued until 2005. Political science wasn’t actually his focus, but he wanted to 
study pub music for his undergraduate capstone project, and where better to learn pub 
music than Ireland? 
  
However, he remembers seeking a connection to his Irish heritage much earlier. 
 
“The culture, and more specifically the music, of Ireland has always been a big part of my 
life because many of my ancestors were immigrants from Ireland,” Clement said. “When I 
was about 13 I began to really look into Irish culture, and it was as if I finally found my 
home.”   
 
Right now the class is still studying and looking ahead to final projects. Instead of a test, 
they can either write a research paper or express what they’ve learned about Ireland more 
creatively, like illustrating stories or writing poetry. Clements is learning to cook several 
traditional dishes, and he and his classmates will have a feast at the end of the semester. 
 
Time in Ireland 
The class flies into and out of Dublin, but they don’t spend much time in the capital city. 
Instead, they set out in two vans on the left side of the road for western Ireland – the 
Connaught. Here, in the smaller towns further from the British colonialism of the past, the 
true Irish language and culture have remained the most pure. 
 
“These are the landscapes I feel at home in,” Smith said, adding going to small towns has 
enabled him to build relationships with inn and restaurant owners and people in the village. 
 
“We have friends everywhere. We’ll go into a festival, and the landlady will say, ‘Oh, the 
Americans are back!’ It’s more like visiting relatives.” 
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As a result, now they’re treated more like family than guests. Each of the students learn 
what Clements called a party piece – something that can be performed at a social 
gathering, called a ceili (pronounced kay-lee). Clements doesn’t play any traditional Irish 
instruments – yet – but he’s learning to sing the sean-nos, a musical tradition that exists 
only in the Irish language. 
 
It is traditional in Irish culture that everyone participate, Smith said. Each person should 
have the chance to connect with the others and be a part of the group.  
 
“All of the students have to learn to sing or play or dance so they have something to offer 
when we’re gathered in a back kitchen with the lights off in front so the police don’t know 
the pub is still open,” he said. “We’re trying to become a community of people. There are 
no innocent bystanders.” 
 
Those performances are what stand out most for Sarai Brinker, a music graduate student 
who was in Smith’s first class in 2004. Her most vivid memory of that trip is dancing a jig 
in an Irish pub, an Irish band playing alongside her.  
 
“I will never forget the way it felt to dance a jig in Ireland,” she said. “I still remember the 
steps a decade later.” 
 
She also remembers the sights, such as a monument to the victims of the Irish potato 
famine and the Cliffs of Moher overlooking the Aran Islands. 
 
“I remember feeling an overwhelming sense of awe looking at the Cliffs of Moher, which 
is this incredibly majestic natural landscape,” Brinker said. “The cliffs jut straight out of 
the ocean, and you can feel the mist on your face and hear the ocean, and you definitely get 
a sense of the Irish spirit looking over them.” 
 
Favorite places and moments 
For Brinker, riding a bike around the Aran Islands was the best experience of the trip, 
followed closely by the lively, musical ceilis in Galway City. 
 
“Another highlight was walking through old, quiet stone churches, weaving through 
graveyards full of Celtic crosses,” she said. “That may seem odd, but the gray of the stone 
and the green of the Irish landscape was strikingly beautiful, and you really got a sense of 
history walking through the churches. We visited the graves of some of the poets and 
musicians and authors we’d studied all semester, and it meant something.” 
 
Clements, who hasn’t gone on this trip yet, is looking forward to returning. Because his 
previous trip focused on the Irish period known as The Troubles, he remembered meeting 
people who had been affected by the violence – a woman from Dublin who was very near 
a bomb during an attack in 1974; a man from Derry who lost his brother and a friend in the 
1972 Bloody Sunday massacre; and two men who in the 1990s were political activists on 



opposite political sides, then both lost children in a bombing in Omagh in 1998. The men 
now run a support group for survivors of the Troubles, which ended only a decade ago.  
“I remember how warmly we were received by the people of Ireland and how the whole 
country does things in its own time,” Clements said. “It isn’t like American culture, where 
everyone is in a hurry to do everything and whoever has the most money is the winner. 
They care about each other, and they take their time and enjoy life.” 
 
After all these years, Smith can’t narrow himself to one favorite. He has so many that he 
goes back to, and takes students to, every year. First is Donmar Cottage, a little guesthouse 
on Sea Road in Ballycastle in the northwest. It’s owned by a couple who have a dog named 
James, chickens and a garden in the backyard and is, as the address suggests, near the sea. 
The travelers can fish, go swimming or walk along the beach.  
 
“It’s like coming home to a home you didn’t know you had,” Smith said. 
 
The second – not second favorite, just second in line – is Ennis, a city along the west coast 
near Limerick. There’s a pub just off the main square where all the musicians go. He sits 
on his stool, orders Guinness from the best tap and plays with the other musicians. Some 
he knows from previous years, some he’s never met. It doesn’t matter. They play the songs 
of Ireland together. 
 
The third place Smith mentions is Joe Watty’s Pub in Kilronan on Inishmoor, where he 
met Paddy. Four or five years ago the class returned to Joe Watty’s for a night of Irish folk 
music with his old friends. Paddy wasn’t there. His son, Locko, told Smith his father had a 
recurrence of heart trouble that winter. A helicopter transported Paddy to the Galway 
hospital for treatment. But Galway, for all of its culture, history and art, is not Kilronan.  
 
“When there was nothing else for the doctors to do they put him back on a helicopter and 
took him home to die,” Smith said. 
 
When Locko finished, he took out his guitar and sang “Fiddlers Green,” an old Irish ballad 
about an idyllic land where sailors find peace. Except for the song, the pub was quiet. 
 
As Smith recounts this years later, he gets quiet for a moment, then starts singing “Fiddlers 
Green.” He is only a few lines in when he chokes up.  
 
“I just fell apart,” Smith remembered. It wasn’t all sorrow, though. “There’s just this sense 
that that’s a full life – to convey love and to have love. Any human being wants that. And 
it’s easier in places where they live closer to the earth, to the cycle of seasons, to life and 
death. It’s a place where pain can be shared more easily. 
 
“There’s such sanity in that life.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zviVCHO2_8k
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Fossil Fuel Activist Shares Moral Philosophy with Students and Faculty 
Alex Epstein, a well-known author and humanist, spoke to two groups from the Rawls 

College of Business and School of Law during his Texas Tech visit. 
By Amanda Castro-Crist  

When people ask Alex Epstein why he’s a fossil fuel activist, he said they often assume he 
has family ties to the oil and gas industry or he’s paid by big corporations. Others think 
he’s joking.  

On Feb. 23, Epstein shared the real motivation behind his work with Texas Tech 
University students and faculty members of the Rawls College of Business and the School 
of Law. 

“The reason I came to these conclusions is I spent over half of my life studying what I 
think is the most underrated subject in the world,” Epstein said. “That subject is moral 
philosophy.” 

When used properly, he said, a moral philosophy can help make sense of the energy and 
environmental issues constantly discussed by people around the globe.  

Epstein, an author and humanist, spoke as part of the Energy Law Lecture Series at the 
School of Law. An evening lecture featured Epstein as the guest speaker for the Jerome 
Schuetzeberg Distinguished Lectureship sponsored by the Rawls College of Business and 
the Area of Energy, Economics and Law. 

Jessica Greene, a senior energy commerce major, said she enjoyed hearing Epstein speak 
because he provided a different point of view on the use of fossil fuels versus green 
energy.  

“I thought it was really well-informed and followed his book,” Greene said. “I enjoyed the 
part about nuclear energy.” 

Much of the lectures focused on the use of fossil fuels as opposed to green energy and how 
Epstein came to his conclusion that using fossil fuels is the most logical decision for 
everyone. Nine years of researching energy showed him it was also the most moral 
decision for current and future generations, he said.  

“As soon as I started learning about how important energy was, I started examining it from 
the perspective of, ‘How good is our thinking about energy,’” Epstein said. “Are we 
thinking about this in a way that’s going to lead to good results or are we thinking about it 
in a way that’s going to lead to bad results?” 

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/
http://www.law.ttu.edu/
http://www.law.ttu.edu/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/about/eel/


He quickly came to a decision. 

“We’re thinking about it in a way that’s going to lead to horrifically bad results,” Epstein 
said. “The way we think about energy is completely illogical.” 

He said most people fall under two views when it comes to fossil fuel usage. The first 
group views fossil fuels as unnecessary and quickly replaceable with an alternative. The 
second views fossil fuels as a necessary evil that can’t be eliminated with quickly for fear 
of the economic impact. 

Epstein disagrees with both points.  

“I don’t think fossil fuels are an unnecessary evil, I don’t think they are a necessary evil,” 
Epstein said. “I think they are a superior good. I think we use fossil fuels because overall, 
they are the best tool for the job.” 

In fact, Epstein said, fossil fuels should be used even more. Making this decision is a moral 
decision, he said, and one that takes into account all the positives, negatives and 
alternatives of each option, something he said is often missing when debating fossil fuels 
versus green energy.  

“Ultimately, it’s about human beings,” Epstein said. “It’s about human welfare and that’s 
both in the present and the future.” 

Anthony Schneeman, a junior energy commerce major, said hearing Epstein speak gave 
him a chance to hear about topics that interested him and related to his major. 

“I really enjoyed it and agreed with the majority of what he said,” Schneeman said. “Using 
fossil fuels is the most rational thing.” 

For Zach Wilson, another junior energy commerce major, hearing Epstein speak provided 
more than just an additional perspective on fossil fuels. 

“It also showed me I’m in the right major,” Wilson said. “I agree with a lot of what he 
said.” 
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‘Here For a Reason:’ Freshman Starts at Texas Tech After Near-Fatal Accident  
Business major Madison Brandes had to relearn the alphabet and how to read after a driver 

ran a red light and T-boned the vehicle in which she was a passenger. 
By Heidi Toth 

 
When Madison Brandes woke up on June 22, 2014, her life was good. 
 
It was a Sunday. Just two days earlier Madison finished Red Raider Orientation at Texas 
Tech University, and she was excited for the coming school year. Even better – she and her 
parents shared a plane from Lubbock to Austin with then-Chancellor Kent Hance, and she 
got to meet him and take a picture with him.  
 
That night, one of her best friends, who’d been on vacation in Florida, came by to tell 
Madison about the trip.  
 
That is the last thing Madison remembers about June 22, 2014. 
 
Other people have told her the rest of the story of that day. Madison invited two other high 
school friends over to hang out. Her parents went to bed, leaving the four women in the 
living room. Someone suggested they go to P. Terry’s for milkshakes. It was only a few 
minutes away. They piled in a car and headed out.  
 
Just two or three minutes later they were waiting at a stoplight to turn left when a driver 
speeding through the intersection hits a car, then jumps the median and hits their car before 
overturning on the other side of the road. All four are badly injured. The doors won’t open. 
Madison, in the passenger’s seat, hits the left side of her head. Her skull cracks. Her brain 
swells. She could die. 
 
Her parents don’t even know she has left the house. Madison’s mother, who works at 
University Medical Center Brackenridge, gets a text about incoming trauma patients. It is a 
routine text to alert staff about an influx of patients to the ER. 
 
Then her phone rings. 
 
The first 24 hours 
James and Lori Brandes and their son, Bradley, drove past the accident scene on the way to 
Brackenridge. They avoided the emergency vehicles and avoided looking too closely at the 
damage.  
 
At the hospital they listened to the neurosurgeon. Madison had a serious brain injury, he 
told them. She needed surgery immediately to stop the bleeding and swelling in her brain. 
In fact, she needed multiple surgeries – three in the first eight hours, to control the swelling 

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/redraiderorientation/


and bleeding. In the third surgery, the doctor took out a portion of her skull. None of the 
surgeries repaired the damage. They just kept Madison alive for now. 
 
Her family waited, still reeling. 
 
“As parents you’re just shocked as to what you’re hearing, because that person you left 30 
minutes ago was sitting on the couch laughing and talking with friends,” Lori said. “We 
just didn’t know. We had no idea what the future would hold. We didn’t know what the 
next hour was going to hold.” 
 
The Brandeses spent 10 days at Brackenridge: Madison in a hospital bed, hooked up to 
machines and IVs, unconscious, stitches covering her shaved head, Lori, James and 
Bradley on foldout couches and makeshift beds. Madison has two memories from her 
almost two weeks there – the nurses trying to get her out of bed to help her walk, and 
getting into an ambulance to be transferred to Texas Neuro Rehab in Austin. 
 
“My parents would tell me stories,” she said about her time at Brackenridge. “I’d be asking 
for water, but would actually ask for lettuce. I would mix everything up. I couldn’t hold a 
conversation.” 
 
One of the long-term effects of Madison’s traumatic brain injury (TBI) is aphasia. She has 
trouble finding the right word for what she wants to say. She knows what it is; she can 
describe it. But the actual word eludes her. This remains an issue today, but it’s lessened. 
In the weeks immediately after the accident, though, she struggled with every word. 
Nothing made sense. 
 
The first month 
She spent two weeks as an inpatient at Texas Neuro Rehab (TNR) doing physical, 
occupational and speech therapy. The physical therapy wasn’t too bad; Madison said one 
exercise involved walking on a treadmill while a therapist handed her an item from the left. 
She would take it and transfer it to the right side. 
 
Occupational therapy was harder. One task was to make cookies, which required her to 
read and comprehend the recipe and follow the instructions. 
 
“That was hard, but the speech therapy was definitely the hardest for me,” Madison said. “I 
had to relearn the alphabet. I had to relearn how to read.” 
 
Speech and language pathologist Christina Portell worked with Madison from those early 
days. She could barely read single letters. Three-letter words were too much. 
 
“It was almost like an extreme case of dyslexia,” Christina said. “She was one of my very 
severe aphasic patients.” 
 
What surprised everyone was Madison remembered how to text. The texts didn’t make 
much sense, and she couldn’t read the texts sent to her. But the muscle memory allowed 
her fingers to find the right buttons on the phone. One of the first things she wrote out was 
the name of her best friend, who was in the car with her that night. 
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They kept going every day. After two weeks as an inpatient, Madison went home. Her 
parents, who hadn’t slept at their home since the night of Madison’s accident either, put 
together a bed in their room. They wanted to make sure Madison was taken care of, that 
they could meet her needs, that she wasn’t afraid. She was still missing a portion of her 
skull and had to wear a helmet to protect her brain. The risk was far from gone. 
 
Every day one of her parents would drive her back to TNR for speech therapy. Madison 
remembers these appointments. 
 
“They would take me out on walks, and they have chairs outside of TNR that have 
longhorns on them,” she said. “They would ask what it was. I couldn’t think of a chair. Or 
I couldn’t think of the word for tree. They would do this every day to see if I could 
remember. They would take me to this big tree and ask, ‘What is this? What are we 
standing by?’ And I couldn’t think of the word ‘tree.’ I knew what it was, but I just 
couldn’t match it with the word.” 
 
It was frustrating, she acknowledged, but said she never let it show. A common hallmark 
of people with TBIs is aggression; they’re frustrated with what they can’t do anymore and 
lash out. She remembered hearing cursing and screaming. She was told she kicked a nurse 
or two in the hospital, but Madison never yelled at Christina. 
 
Madison’s attitude stood out to Christina more than anything else.  
 
“She always had an amazing attitude and motivation,” Christina said. “She’s never been 
down, per se, no matter how difficult and challenging it is for her. 
 
“It was just a slow, slow journey.” 
 
Year 1 
Madison and Christina met for a year, until Madison returned to Texas Tech in August. 
After she got familiar with the alphabet again, Madison would bring a book to her 
appointments. She would read out loud and Christina would time her. She got stuck on 
bigger words and would need help; now she still gets stuck but is able to sound them out 
herself. Her reading speed is equivalent to that of a third-grader. 
 
Lori said as Madison got better at reading out loud they discovered she would sometimes 
use the wrong word without realizing it. They had to work through that as well. 
 
For the first few months she remained almost completely dependent on her parents. It was 
like bringing a baby home from the hospital, Lori said. The family bonded in a way they 
hadn’t before. 
 
As she healed, Madison’s life returned to some semblance of normal. She moved back into 
her room, which she soon was sharing with the puppy her parents promised to get her after 
surgery to replace the missing piece of her skull. The dog is named Gracie Rose – Gracie 



for the grace of God, Rose for Dr. James Rose, the neurosurgeon who pieced Madison 
back together.  
 
Madison is even driving again, an admittedly terrifying thought for Lori. And when 
Madison said she wanted to start school at Texas Tech, an even more terrifying thought, 
Lori and James agreed. 
 
“We knew this was the next thing,” Lori said. “This is what she’s worked so hard for. This 
is her path.” 
 
That serendipitous meeting on the tarmac at Austin-Bergstrom Airport came up. The 
Brandeses contacted Hance, who helped arrange last-minute scheduling and on-campus 
housing. In August she came to campus as a Red Raider, thanks in large part to 
administrators who did what they could to make sure Madison was taken care of.  
 
“We’re just so very thankful for the Texas Tech family,” Lori said. 
  
Year 2 
From the outside, Madison is experiencing college the way it should be experienced. She 
pledged Kappa Kappa Gamma, she’s made new friends while still hanging out with friends 
from high school and she’s thinking about changing her major. She loves being here.  
 
But school has been hard. Madison struggled to keep up her first semester. She had access 
to the Student Disability Services (SDS) and qualified for extra time on tests and getting 
help during class. But she found keeping up with her 12 hours of coursework to be almost 
impossible. She can’t simply read the textbook to learn the material, and she has difficulty 
grasping concepts through a 50-minute lecture. 
 
“It takes Madison probably quadruple the amount of effort it would a student who doesn’t 
have any difficulties,” Christina said.  
 
Tamara Mancini, the senior assistant director at Student Disability Services, said Madison, 
like many students who use SDS, want to succeed on their own, so her first semester she 
didn’t use all of the available resources.  
 
This semester Madison is getting several hours a week of tutoring through the 
TECHniques Center. She also gets her textbooks scanned onto a computer so she can listen 
to them instead of read. She leveled 100 percent with her professors. Instead of taking the 
earlier approach of mentioning that she’s part of SDS, she approached each one, explained 
about the car accident and the brain injury and said she would need extra help. 
 
“I talked to them about the accommodations I need, and they said, ‘We can help with 
anything you need,’” she said. “I feel like if I let them know everything I need it’ll go a lot 
smoother.”  
 
It’s helping. 
 
“I am definitely seeing a difference in her overall spirit and her willingness to use the 
services at her fingers,” Tamara said.  

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/sds/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/techniques/
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It’s not just struggling through her business classes, though. Madison’s skull has not fully 
healed, leaving her brain less protected than it should be. If she goes to a party, a football 
game or does an intramural sport and hits her head or is knocked down, it could do 
significant additional brain damage. 
 
“In a way it was almost more challenging because she looks so normal and yet she would 
have to go into the classroom, meet with the teacher and say, ‘This is what happened to 
me, this is what I need help with,’” Christina said. “That in itself is a challenge for anyone. 
If you’re on crutches everyone understands what kind of help you need. She just looks so 
normal. There are some of those kinds of challenges that no one thinks about.” 
 
The rest of her life 
Madison is focusing mostly on today, next week, spring break, the rest of the semester. 
She’s debating changing her major from business, which has lots of math, to something 
she can handle a little better. She’s thought about physical therapy – since she’s had so 
much experience with the healing powers of therapy – but even then, she worries the 
classes will be more than she can do. 
 
Her mom thinks about the future more. The driver who hit the girls’ car is in jail; he is 
scheduled to go to trial later March 14. Lori has tried to keep the story in people’s minds; 
all four girls, after all, will be dealing with the aftermath of another person’s drunken 
choice for years. Christina Portell agreed.  
 
“This was a result of somebody being completely irresponsible impacting a life for years,” 
she said. “Madison will always have challenges. She will always have to use compensatory 
strategies.” 
 
Encouraging people to think about how their choices affect others is the main reason the 
Brandes family is willing to talk about the most difficult trial they have faced. Another is 
because, even with all the trauma Madison has experienced and will experience because of 
the accident, she is alive. 
 
“I really feel like these girls, they have something special in store for them and they just 
don’t know what it is,” Lori said. “I told them, ‘You’re here for a reason, and part of that is 
to make people understand how their actions can affect others.’” 
 
 
Sidebar or some similar treatment:  
About Student Disability Services 
What services are available through Student Disability Services? 
Student Disability Services provides reasonable classroom accommodations for any 
student registered with the office. Classroom accommodations are tailored to the individual 
rather than the disability and are based on information contained in each student’s 
documentation.  
  



Why is SDS a critical part of the education system? 
Student Disability Services is in place to help students overcome learning challenges and 
succeed. SDS wants students to see success when they take advantage of classroom 
accommodations and achieve their own academic goals. People ask if it’s “fair” for one 
student to have accommodations when others do not, but what is the difference between 
equal and fair? Equal is everyone having the same thing, but fair is everyone getting what 
they need, not everyone getting the same thing. It is critical for students registered with 
SDS to receive fair accommodations in the classroom so they have what they need to be 
able to succeed. 
   
What qualifies as a disability? How does a student get this qualification? 
Students register with SDS for a variety of reasons, which include learning disabilities, 
ADHD, psychological conditions, visual/hearing impairments, mobility issues, 
medical/chronic illnesses and temporary disabilities (such as a broken arm).  
According to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), an individual with a disability is 
defined as a person who: (1) has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits 
one or more life activities; (2) has a record of such impairment; or (3) is regarded as having 
such impairment. Major life activities include but are not limited to walking, seeing, 
hearing, speaking, breathing, learning, working, caring for oneself and performing manual 
tasks. 
 
A diagnosis of a disorder/condition/syndrome in and of itself does not automatically 
qualify an individual for accommodations. In order to meet the criteria of a person with a 
disability under federal law, a person must demonstrate how his or her impairment 
substantially limits one or more daily life activities. To qualify a student for SDS 
accommodations, staff members review documentation from the student and meet with the 
student in order to evaluate classroom needs. 
 
What is the difference in success between students with disabilities who use SDS and 
those who don’t?  
It is evident in SDS’s work with students they are more successful when taking advantage 
of classroom accommodations. It would be the difference between a person using glasses 
to see the chalkboard and not. There is an obvious struggle to see the information clearly 
without glasses. Students continually say how much they appreciate having their 
accommodation and that they wouldn’t be successful without them. 
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Luck o’ the Irish – Skills, Heritage Get Red Raider to Pro, International Soccer  
Alli Murphy tried out for the Irish national soccer team a week after she was drafted by the 

Washington Spirit. 
By Heidi Toth 

 
Alli Murphy’s body picked the worst time to have the flu. 
 
The December 2015 graduate and former Texas Tech University soccer player had been in 
bed for a few days in January when her phone rang. Soccer coach Tom Stone, who 
coached her for four years as a Red Raider, had two pieces of news for her. One, the 
Washington Spirit, a member of the National Women’s Soccer League, called just a few 
days before the draft to inquire about her.  
 
Then he asked if she was fit, in shape and able to play. Well, she answered, she was until 
the virus sidelined her.  
 
“He said, ‘The Irish national team is coming to San Diego, and I’m going to get you a 
tryout,’” Murphy said. “I was like, ‘If you get me a tryout I’ll be there. I don’t know what 
kind of shape or performance I’ll put on, but I’m obviously going to go. I can’t pass it 
up.’” 
 
Flu or no, Murphy put on the Irish practice gear and practiced with the team in the week 
leading up to the friendly match against the United States on Jan. 23. It wasn’t exactly a 
tryout, more an opportunity for her to see how she competed with the international level of 
play and introduce the Irish coaching staff to this American who’d learned to love soccer 
playing on the makeshift pitches of the Irish town where her grandparents still live.  
 
“It was good to see her in green, white and gold,” said her father, Stephen Murphy, who 
years after coming to the United States has just a hint of the Irish lilt when he talks. That is, 
after all, the team he has cheered for all his life. 
 
It’s been a big three months for Murphy; she graduated with a bachelor’s degree in civil 
engineering, was drafted by the Spirit, practiced with and then watched the Irish team play 
the U.S. and moved outside of Texas for the first time to start her career as a professional 
athlete.  
 
For a woman who wanted to play professional soccer since she was 5 years old, who told 
people she wanted to be a pro soccer player a decade before there was a league for women, 
it is literally a dream come true.   
 
“People were telling my mom, ‘Hey, you need to let her know she needs a realistic goal,’” 
Murphy said. “My mom said, ‘No, she’s gonna do it.’ I remember the moment when I got 

http://www.texastech.com/sports/w-soccer/mtt/tom_stone_298452.html
http://www.texastech.com/sports/w-soccer/mtt/alli_murphy_811187.html
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ceweb/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ceweb/


drafted and got to call my mom and tell her. It was so surreal – everything I’d worked 
toward, all the hours I put in, all the things I’ve missed for soccer – it made it all worth it. 
 
“Now I’m actually living the dream. Sometimes I still sit here and think, ‘I’m really going 
to do this. I’m really going to play soccer and do nothing else all day.’” 
 
Growing up 
Kim Daniels doesn’t remember a time before her daughter wanted to be a soccer player. 
 
“It started when she was 4. She was begging to play soccer and I told her she wasn’t old 
enough, she had to wait until she was 5,” Daniels said. “On the day of her fifth birthday we 
were out celebrating, and she jumped up and said, ‘I get to play soccer now!’ She thought 
she was going to play soccer right then.” 
 
Murphy’s love for soccer started before she could walk. Daniels’ brother was a semi-pro 
soccer player and would come over and “coach” her. 
 
“When she was a baby he would show her a soccer ball and say, ‘This is a soccer ball,” she 
said “He would dribble around her and say, ‘This is what we do with a soccer ball.’ We 
would all laugh, but he was trying to teach her how to play before she was standing up.” 
 
The laughter continued during her first season. Soccer at that age is a bunch of children 
chasing each other and the ball around the field. Handballs are commonplace. Goals are 
frequently accidental. Strategy centers around having fun and not getting hurt. 
 
Ergo, it’s typical for spectators to laugh. What was so funny to Murphy’s family, however, 
was when she got the ball, she dribbled around the pack and scored – 17 times in her first 
game. 
 
Another time Murphy got the ball and dribbled toward her own goal. When the game was 
over, Daniels asked her why. Five-year-old Alli explained if she dribbled that way, all the 
players would follow her, then she could turn around quickly and since all the players were 
behind her, she had an open field to the goal. 
 
“She was the only person on the field with any idea of what you were supposed to do,” 
Daniels said. “I was flabbergasted that she actually really did understand how to play this 
game. It was in her. She understood.” 
 
Some of Murphy’s love for the beautiful game came from her father’s side. She didn’t 
grow up watching Major League Soccer; instead, Murphy donned the jerseys of the 
Barclays Premier League and cheered for the Europeans. They’d take a boat to England to 
watch games. She walked around in all green – socks to hat – and sang the Irish national 
anthem before games. 
 
“I think going there and having that heritage is what led to my absolute love of soccer,” 
Murphy said. “You go to Ireland, and we were staying in these little cottages by a beach, 
and in the middle of these cottages they have a soccer field and goals. Every morning all 
the kids wake up and you just run out to the field and you just play, play the day away.” 
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By the time she was 13, Murphy was on a competitive team that traveled internationally. 
Despite struggling with dyslexia and being a late reader, she found her place in math class 
and was recruited to Texas Tech. In 2012, the year she arrived in Lubbock as a freshman, 
the National Women’s Soccer League was created. 
 
Getting drafted 
Murphy graduated in December, earning her degree in three and a half years, but stayed in 
Lubbock so she could train with Stone and utilize the Texas Tech trainers. He thought she 
had a good chance of going pro, but no one was sure if she’d be drafted. Murphy thought it 
was more likely she’d be invited to a camp after the draft. Stone was optimistic, but 
expected her name to be called later in the draft. 
 
Murphy didn’t think much of making the dead-zone-filled drive from Dallas to Lubbock 
on Jan. 15, the day of the NWSL college draft. She was getting gas in Seymour when 
Stone texted her from an airplane – she’d just gone, as the 20th pick, to the Washington 
Spirit.  
 
“I was on the side of the road on the way to Lubbock at a gas station when I got drafted,” 
Murphy said. “It was kind of a crazy experience. One second I walked into the gas station 
just a normal person, then I walked out a professional soccer player.”  
 
She ran out to the gas pump and yelled at her friend, “I just got drafted!” The two started 
dancing and jumping around in the parking lot. 
 
Stone also yelled when he found out. He was in the back of the plane talking to the flight 
attendants, using the plane’s WiFi to follow the draft. 
 
“All of a sudden I looked down at my phone and it said, ‘Alli Murphy, drafted No. 20 by 
the Washington Spirit,’” he said. “I literally scared everyone because I shrieked, and that’s 
not a smart thing to do on an airplane.” 
 
Murphy is a great fit for the Spirit’s needs, which is why they nabbed her so early, he said. 
That she can keep up at the professional and international levels was no surprise. 
 
“Her range of play and fitness is at a very high level,” Stone said. “Alli can go full tilt for 
an entire 90 minutes and therefore be really impactful as an influencer for the game as a 
whole.” 
 
There was plenty of hollering to go around. Gabbie and Gwennie Puente, freshman twins 
who were on the Texas Tech team with Murphy last fall, were at home in Fort Worth 
watching the draft when they heard Murphy’s name. 
 
“We yelled at the TV – ‘oh my gosh, no way!’” Gabbie Puente said. “We were tweeting at 
her. We were just so happy. It was crazy.” 
 



Stephen Murphy knew his daughter was good enough to go pro but still wasn’t sure about 
the draft.  
 
“When her name was called – ecstatic was probably the best way to describe it,” he said. 
 
Murphy’s was the second Texas Tech name to be called; forward Janine Beckie was 
drafted eighth by the Houston Dash. She, however, was not a surprise. Beckie, who was 
Murphy’s roommate their final two years at Texas Tech, was practicing with Houston 
during the draft. Stone texted Beckie, who called Murphy as soon as she could. 
 
“It’s going to be awesome,” she said of suiting up against her former teammate. “It’ll be 
really interesting playing against her after all these years of playing together.” 
 
It’s not just against each other. Murphy and Beckie will be on the field with some of the 
best soccer players in the world – women they’ve watched win the World Cup and the 
Olympics. 
 
“Can you imagine if you steal the ball from Alex Morgan?” Daniels said. “All these kids – 
Alli, Janine, Caity Heap – they are going to be playing with and against people who have 
kind of been their idols and who they’ve looked up to for all these years.” 
 
Murphy has difficulty imagining that. 
 
“I’ll just walk up to them and be like, ‘I watch you on TV. Please pass me the ball, or don’t 
kill me,’” she said with a laugh. “Or I’ll look up and Alex Morgan is running by me and 
I’m standing still and it’s like, ‘OK, bye.’” 
 
An international career 
In the midst of Murphy getting a shot at achieving her lifelong dream, Stone was making 
other phone calls on her behalf. International play would help Murphy as a professional 
athlete, he said, but thousands of women play soccer in the United States, and the U.S. 
Women’s National Team (USWNT) has relatively few spots. 
 
The rules of international soccer allow players with a clear connection to another country 
to play for a team other than their nation of citizenship. Although what constitutes a clear 
collection is left vague, Stone, an advanced scout for the USWNT who has developed 
numerous international contacts, called the Irish coach about Murphy’s clear connection. 
 
Stephen Murphy came to Texas from Limerick, Ireland, when he was 18 on a track 
scholarship to the University of North Texas. While he stayed in Texas, all of his family 
remained in Ireland, so trips to the Emerald Isle were frequent. He wanted his children to 
understand all of their Irish heritage – the good, the bad and the person walking down the 
street with a cow, as happens in Irish villages from time to time.  
 
Alli Murphy said she remembered walking along the green paths with her mother and 
they’d go around a bend or over a hill and there’s a beautiful old stone castle right in front 
of them, a sight she never had in Dallas. She also remembered how quiet Limerick got at 
tea time. Everything shut down as people went inside for tea. She found it calming. She 
played soccer with her cousins and watched soccer with her grandfather.  



      

 
Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

 
All of those memories came back to her in San Diego. 
 
“It was weird putting on their practice stuff,” she said. “It had the seal and all the braiding 
going down the shorts. It was kind of a cool experience.”  
 
Then, she said with a laugh, Dad swooped in and the cool was gone. 
 
“When I got back my dad’s like, ‘Stop, let me take a picture,’” Murphy said. “‘I’m like, 
Dad, I’m 21 years old! I’m trying to look cool. Don’t do this to me right now.’” 
 
Stephen Murphy got his picture, and he’s hopeful it won’t be the last photo of his oldest 
child in Irish colors.  
 
“For me it was great; that’s the team I support,” he said. “It was always, hey, if you want to 
play, you can always fall back on your heritage. The Irish team gives her the opportunity to 
continue internationally if they pick her up.” 
 
Practicing with Ireland wasn’t her best soccer, Murphy admitted; the vestiges of the flu left 
her a little more sluggish than she would have otherwise been. But she got a feel for the 
team, they got a sense of what she could do and now the coaches know her name and know 
she got drafted. 
 
“They’re basically going to see how this year goes in the pros,” Murphy said. “It could 
possibly lead to something. It was kind of to get on their radar.” 
 
Her time at Texas Tech 
Murphy is looking forward to what’s next, but she’s bittersweet about leaving Texas Tech. 
She described her best moments here as a “Friday Night Lights” experience, playing soccer 
with her closest friends under the lights of the John Walker Soccer Complex. Her last two 
years on the team were the best in Texas Tech soccer history, culminating with 
appearances at the NCAA Tournament.  
 
In fact, the last home game was the first round of the tournament; they played North Texas, 
her parents’ alma mater. The game came up quickly; they found out the schedule on 
Monday and played on Friday. Despite the short notice and the four other athletics events 
happening that weekend, the stands were full.  
 
Included in the stands were a number of young girls who attend soccer camp at Texas Tech 
during the summer and got to know the players. Murphy said her mom, wearing a No. 8 
jersey, was talking to another mother at the game that night when the other woman saw 
Murphy’s number. 
 
“Is your daughter Alli Murphy?” the woman asked. When Daniels said yes, the woman 
continued, “Oh, my girls just love her. My daughter canceled her birthday party because 



she found out Texas Tech was going to be playing in an NCAA game and it was going to 
be at home, so she canceled her birthday party and now all the girls are here.” 
 
Murphy talked about the younger children who lined up along the path from the locker 
room to the field who stuck out their hands for high fives and the camaraderie that existed 
among the women on the team during the thrill of a big win or the pain of losing.  
 
The friendships were more than pitch deep as well, as Beckie and Murphy found after a 
couple of years of being teammates.  
 
“We just realized that we were very similar in a lot of ways and very different in a lot of 
ways and we had a lot of fun together,” Beckie said.  
 
Murphy also picked up an unusual nickname during her senior year. The team’s 14 
freshmen found her to be a comfortable, welcoming figure who would always listen and 
give advice both on and off the field, so they started calling her Mom. She loved it. 
 
“One of the other freshmen first called her that as a joke,” Gwennie Puente said. She and 
Gabbie met Murphy at summer soccer camp and again when Murphy helped them move 
into the residence hall last year. “But then it actually turned out to be a real thing.” 
 
“She would always tell us specifically what we needed to work on,” Gabbie Puente said. 
“It came from experience. She knew what she was talking about. And whenever we had 
problems not related to soccer she always gave the best advice. She really showed she 
loved us and acted like our mom.” 
 
She managed her classes and being everyone’s friend while being a top-notch soccer 
player.  
 
Gwennie called Murphy one of the best players with whom she’s played. Her position was 
attacking midfielder while Murphy was the holding midfielder, so they worked with each 
other often. 
 
“She would call for the ball, and sometimes I didn’t even see her,” Gwennie Puente said. “I 
would just pass it because I knew she would be there.” 
 
Murphy acknowledges how cliché it is to say she wishes she’d known how good her 
college years would be four years ago and she would have slowed down and appreciated 
them more. Cliché or not, she stands by it. 
 
“My heart was completely invested in it,” she said. “I’ll always be a Red Raider. The 
memories you make with your teammates – I wouldn’t trade those four years for anything, 
and if I could I’d hold off being a pro and have four more years here. As cool as it sounds 
to play pro soccer, Texas Tech soccer meant that much to me.” 
 
Life off the pitch and in the future  
Murphy has not ruled out civil engineering as a career path – she chose it because she 
enjoys math and likes the work associated with engineering –  and she passed the 
qualifying tests. She also likes to teach and helped out in Daniels’ classroom when she 
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returned to Plano on breaks. She may teach in the future. She may coach soccer. She may 
dust off her engineering chops. 
 
“I did civil engineering knowing that I could still do all those other things and potentially 
be an engineer,” Murphy said. “I joke with everybody – I was making the most out of my 
money.” 
 
Daniels, who encouraged her daughter to finish her degree before she joined the draft, isn’t 
surprised by Murphy’s thoughts of teaching and coaching. It fits right in with her 
personality. 
 
“Alli just kind of always had this real, pure, genuine heart toward helping others, serving 
others, supporting others and their dreams and building them up,” Daniels said. 
 
For now, though, Murphy is all in with the career path she’s dreamed about for most of her 
life. For the moment she is living with a host family in Bethesda, Maryland, outside 
Washington, D.C., as she transitions into life as a full-time, professional soccer player. 
 
“It’s going to be a whole different life than it’s ever been before,” Murphy said. “There’s 
never really been a team you could walk out and get cut one day.” 
 
Her family is making plans; for Valentine’s Day Daniels’ husband got her a Washington 
Spirit T-shirt in lieu of flowers or chocolate, and she’s already taken a vacation day on 
April 10, when the Spirit plays the Houston Dash in Houston. Daniels also asked her 
parents, who live in the Dallas area and drove an RV around the United States every Texas 
Tech soccer season to be at all of Murphy’s games, what they planned to do now. 
 
“They’d already calculated how far it is to Washington, D.C.,” she said. “I guess they’re 
getting set.” 
 
Stephen Murphy, who works out of an office in Pennsylvania, is actually closer to 
Maryland on a regular basis than he is to Lubbock, so he’ll have an easier time getting to 
games. He will, though, miss the Friday-Sunday doubleheaders at Texas Tech, as he knows 
his daughter will as well. 
 
“I’m excited to see what the future holds for her in Washington,” he said. “She’s hopefully 
got a little bit of the luck of the Irish with her, you know?” 
 
Sidebars 
March is Irish American Heritage Month, an opportunity to recognize the role Irish 
immigrants and their descendants have played in building the United States. It has been 
recognized by the U.S. president every year since 1991. 
 
 
Other players on international teams 
Janine Beckie: Canada 



Jaelene Hinkle: USA 
Victoria Esson: New Zealand 
 
Other players who went pro in 2016: 
Janine Beckie (No. 8): Houston Dash 
Caity Heap: Invited to Houston Dash camp 
Briana Rohmer: Invited to Houston Dash camp 
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Major Change Leads to a Life of Music, TV and Movies for 2005 Graduate 
Marlon Espino, an electrical engineering-turned-music major, has spent the years since his 

graduation making original music for TV shows and films.  
By Amanda Castro-Crist 

 
Creating music for film and TV wasn’t what Marlon Espino had in mind when he began 
his education in 2001 at Texas Tech University. After all, he was an electrical engineering 
major. But four years later, he graduated with a music degree.  
 
In the 10 years since he graduated, he’s used the skills he fine-tuned at Texas Tech to bring 
his music to the masses. Several of the pieces he has written, engineered and produced 
have been featured as original scores for episodes of the television series “Criminal 
Minds.” 
 
“It’s a pretty tight schedule with the television stuff,” he said. “It’s a good 40 minutes of 
music that needs to be written in a week.” 
 
Other compositions have been featured on the big screen, in films like Disney’s “Planes” 
and “Planes: Fire & Rescue,” and the Mark Wahlberg film, “Shooter.” 
 
While the switch from engineering to music has paid off, going from a math-heavy major 
to one in the arts was a big change for Espino. But he said faculty members at Texas Tech 
helped make the shift enjoyable. 
 
“I met professors in the music department who changed my life and encouraged me to 
pursue music,” Espino said. “They made it so comfortable that it became a pretty seamless 
transition.”  
 
One of those professors was Thomas Hughes, now associate professor of music, organ and 
music technology. It was shortly after meeting Hughes that Espino decided to change his 
major.  
 
“Marlon enrolled to work on a new degree program in music technology that we were 
hoping to offer,” Hughes said. “He was very inquisitive and a fast learner.” 
 
Espino said while he grew up in a musical family and had played guitar, most of what he 
knew was based on playing by ear. Theory and reading music were foreign to him. 
 
“I had no idea what that entailed,” he said. “It was great, because of the skills that I use 
now, as far as orchestration and composition. As a songwriter, the typical musician, you 
just don’t learn that kind of thing.” 
 



Espino said these skills are not just some he’s come to depend on day-to-day as a 
composer and music producer. They’re also ones he’s built upon as he works on new 
compositions.  
 
“To be able to work on these projects with people I admire and to learn from the industry’s 
best has been beyond any dream I could have imagined,” Espino said. “I not only gained 
invaluable experience, but most importantly mentors who have helped shape my life and 
future. For this I am very grateful.” 
 
Hughes, one of Espino’s first music mentors during his time at Texas Tech, said he’s kept 
in touch with Espino through email and on Facebook and has followed his growth in the 
studio through the years.  
 
“I am delighted that he put his skills to work in the recording industry, and now as a 
recording artist,” Hughes said. “He always had a very clear idea of what he wanted to do 
with his talent, and I'm glad we were able to help him achieve his goals.” 
 
Support like Hughes’ was one of the reasons Espino said he chose to attend Texas Tech. 
Hughes and James Bogle, professor of guitar, never hesitated to go the extra mile when it 
came to Espino and other students.  
 
“I felt like I was part of a family and I could talk to them and get advice,” Espino said. 
 
His instructors weren’t the only family he gained while at Texas Tech. In 2003, after he 
had switched to music, a friend introduced him to Kristen Truby, a student who had just 
enrolled as an art major.   
 
“I was staying in Wall/Gates and he had actually stayed there a few years before,” Kristen 
said. “We had the same room number, which was kind of funny.” 
 
The two hit it off and began hanging out on a regular basis. They’d walk around campus, 
grab a bite in the Student Union Building and work out together in the Rec Center. After 
he graduated in 2005, they moved to California and were married the next year.   
 
“One of his instructors, the late Dr. Bogle, he actually came to our wedding, he actually 
got to know my grandpa,” Kristen said. “They were really involved and I know they were 
role models for Marlon.” 
 
In the art department, Kristen said she had a similar experience with faculty members like 
art instructor Shannon Canning. She said the guidance from the faculty continues to make 
an impact on their lives.  
 
“I know Marlon always remembers their conversations and I think it kind of affected his 
approach of just maturing and becoming an adult and just being more responsible,” Kristen 
said. “I feel that gave him the confidence to go after and be ambitious about bigger 
projects.”   
 
Kristen, who went on to graduate from San Jose State University and has done post-
bachelor work at the University of California, Los Angeles, said Texas Tech set the 
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standard not just for faculty, but also for how a university campus can be. She said even 
now, living in another part of the country, it’s apparent others feel the same. 
 
“Marlon still has his Texas Tech stuff on his vehicle,” Kristen said. “We’ll be at a stoplight 
or stop sign and people will be walking on the crosswalk or  driving by us on the highway 
and will give us the ‘guns up,’ which is hilarious, because we’re sometimes in the craziest 
places. To have someone in the same spot who knows about Texas Tech and the culture is 
really fun.”  
 
Espino said for now, he hopes to continue putting all he learned at Texas Tech to use in the 
film industry.  
 
“I enjoy making records and songwriting,” he said. “I would like to touch and inspire 
people with my music.” 
 
While being able to make a living in the arts and doing something he loves every day is 
rewarding, Espino said it can also be tough. Finding ways to be valuable and stand out is 
crucial for success.  
 
“Everyone can play, everyone can write,” Espino said. “You have to be able to offer other 
things, whether it’s technical or editorial to make yourself valuable, to give yourself those 
opportunities later on.” 
 
Being prepared when those breaks come along also is important, he said. 
 
“Everyone is going to get an opportunity,” Espino said. “Those who are ready when you 
get that opportunity are typically the ones who take that and turn it into something. Be 
ready.” 
 
Those opportunities continue to pour in for Espino. One of the first films he worked on, the 
musical drama “August Rush,” has become a part of one of his current projects in New 
York. He’s working to turn it into a musical and hopes to see it on Broadway. He also is 
working on a feature animation film that should be released near the end of 2017.  
 
He said no matter what he’s working on, he always remembers his time at Texas Tech and 
the faculty who helped shape his future.  
 
“I think it’s rare to have a teacher or professor who makes a significant impact on your life, 
and I was lucky enough to have multiple professors do that,” Espino said. “I like to say that 
Texas Tech’s pretty special in that regard.” 
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Politics and the Life Sciences Journal Now Published by Cambridge University Press 
Erik Bucy, a professor in the College of Media & Communication, 

serves as editor-in-chief. 
By George Watson 

 
In the grand scheme of things, the intersection of politics and biology is still a relatively 
new discipline, having been studied for a little more than four decades. 
 
Now, however, the journal promoting studies and articles regarding those two disciplines 
is supported by one of the oldest publishing companies in the world. 
 
Politics and the Life Sciences, a journal of political behavior, ethics and policy edited here 
at Texas Tech University, recently entered into a publishing agreement with Cambridge 
University Press, the nonprofit publishing arm of the historic British university that has 
been in existence for more than five centuries. 
 
Editor-in-chief Erik Bucy, the Marshall and Sharleen Formby Regents Professor of 
Strategic Communication in the College of Media & Communication at Texas Tech, said 
the journal’s acquisition by Cambridge was an ideal move, filling a mutual need. 
 
“We filled a niche they did not have, not only in terms of political behavior or political 
ethics but political behavior and ethics relating to the life sciences and their connection to 
biology,” said Bucy, who studies nonverbal communication in political news and cognitive 
and emotional processing of televised leader displays. 
 
“We never thought we would be picked up by a publisher of this stature but Cambridge 
recognized our contribution. We got their attention due to the unique position we occupy in 
the literature. Cambridge has 350 journals in their list already but didn’t have a title 
covering the niche that we fulfilled. It was kind of a perfect match when they realized we 
were out there.” 
 
Politics and the life sciences 
The journal, now in its 35th year of publication, launched in 1982 under the Association for 
Politics and Life Sciences, which started as a section of the American Political Science 
Association. Bucy said the group felt the need to examine the deeper roots and causes of 
political behavior, and answers weren’t coming from traditional methods of data gathering 
through surveys or institutional analysis. 
 
Researchers began by examining animal behavior models and comparing them with such 
aspects of human politics as competition and aggression. By the early 1980s, researchers 
felt there was enough original research and interest to form the association and publish the 
journal. 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/


 
“It really took off as kind of a niche within political science that has since spread to public 
policy, public opinion about life science issues like global warming or genetically modified 
foods, and even neuroscientific studies of political decision making,” Bucy said. “There’s 
even relevance to communication research when talking about visual framing of life 
sciences issues in the media, or some of the work I do on nonverbal behavior in politics. 
All that falls under a general biopolitics umbrella.” 
 
The journal published independently for 33 years with a contracted printer (most recently, 
Allen Press of Lawrence, Kansas) while the association retained ownership of the journal. 
But with changing times the association’s executive council realized it needed to expand 
the journal’s reach not only nationally but globally, and there was a desire to increase 
publication frequency to a quarterly instead of twice a year as it is now. 
 
So, in early 2014, council president Rob Sprinkle of the University of Maryland sought 
advice from a publishing consultant on the best way to proceed. The decision was made to 
align with an academic publisher, of which there are several, including Cambridge, 
Oxford, Sage, Elsevier, Taylor and Francis and others. Cambridge and Oxford are two of 
the oldest, both having existed for centuries, but whereas Cambridge is not-for-profit, 
Oxford—as with most other publishers—is now commercial. 
 
Journal staff then put together a proposal and reached out to various publishers. Sage 
expressed interest but wanted to buy the journal outright and convert the format to all open 
access, meaning authors submitting their manuscripts would be charged a fee. Springer 
also expressed some initial interest but did not follow through with an offer.  
 
“Cambridge gave us everything we were looking for – the recognition, the deep history, 
deep pockets, and commitment to market our journal and support us through the 
conversion from twice a year to four times a year,” Bucy said. “Now that we have some 
initial visibility under the Cambridge University Press imprint, it’s much easier to reach 
out to people who haven’t heard of us before.” 
 
Downloading a revenue stream 
Subscriptions had been a minor part of PLS’s revenue stream in recent years but joining 
the Cambridge list has placed the journal in over 2,000 library catalogs worldwide. Unlike 
earlier eras, most journal revenue these days comes from royalties received through 
database downloads. By retaining ownership and copyright of the journal, the Association 
for Politics and the Life Sciences (APLS) has benefitted from this new revenue flow. 
 
Under the 10-year deal signed with Cambridge, APLS remains owner of the journal but 
copyright (and royalties) are now assigned to Cambridge. The journal receives an annual 
payment from Cambridge, mostly tied to article downloads. Part of the journal’s 
attractiveness, Bucy said, was its cash reserves – the journal has accumulated substantial 
financial resources for an operation of its size, which helps fund the annual APLS meeting.  
 
“It’s interesting to look at the financial part of it,” Bucy said. “Nobody thinks there’s any 
money associated with academic journals but if you think about the fees institutional 
libraries have to pay for subscriptions, some journals, particularly in the sciences, are really 
expensive. In our case, the acquisition by Cambridge is not a money-making proposition 



      

 
Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

because they are a nonprofit – but our financial position certainly made us more 
attractive.” 
 
Expanding the journal’s reach 
Not only does the association with Cambridge expand the journal’s reach, it also allows the 
journal to make some key changes that will grow it even more. 
 
The big push is to go from being published twice a year to four times a year. The first step 
in that process is developing an online ScholarOne submissions platform to handle the 
increased flow of manuscripts that are expected as the journal becomes more visible. 
 
As it stands now, researchers just email their manuscripts to the journal for consideration, 
which isn’t scalable for an increased volume of submissions. 
 
“Once we get on board with a new submission platform, we’ll be able to ramp it up quite a 
bit,” Bucy said. 
 
Bucy said going quarterly will allow the journal to more easily measure its impact and 
reach using the Institute for Scientific Information (ISI) impact factor. At present, journal 
articles are tracked with “altmetrics,” such as views, downloads, and tweets. The ISI 
ranking, developed by Thompson Reuters, is preferred, particularly by professors and 
researchers seeking tenure, because it allows for computer-compiled statistical reports that 
not only measure the output of journals but also the frequency in which they are cited, thus 
measuring the journal’s impact in the field. 
 
The second big change will come in the editorial structure of the journal. The editor-in-
chief serves a three-year term, and Bucy, who took over the editorship in 2008 while at 
Indiana University, had already completed two terms in 2014 when he indicated he would 
like to step down to write a book. But the executive council of the association asked him to 
stay on through the transition, which he has. The process of finding a new editorial team 
has now begun, but Bucy said he may continue with the journal in some capacity, possibly 
as a consulting editor. 
 
The current editorial structure has Bucy working with several contributing editors. But the 
new structure would have the editor-in-chief aided by multiple associate editors, with 
coverage in North America and possibly Europe to help distribute the workload and 
broaden the journal’s reach. Moving to a multiple-editor structure would ease manuscript 
processing and prevent any single editor from being buried with submissions. Authors 
could also expect to hear back about editorial decisions on an accelerated timeline. 
 
“Another part of academic publishing that is changing is authors expect a pretty quick 
turnaround,” Bucy said. “The old standard was journals would get back to you in three or 
four months. The new standard is that authors would really like to hear back from a journal 
within four to six weeks. That really puts pressure on the editorial team. The other 
important thing to realize is how this is basically unpaid work and is really a service to the 



field. It’s rewarding to help shape a discipline and be a part of the discussion, but at the 
end of the day you’re doing your editorial work on top of everything else.” 
 
A fortuitous partnership  
To date, the journal has seen two issues published by Cambridge and a third is in 
production. So far, the association has been everything the journal had hoped for. 
 
An important consideration in the journal’s decision to publish under the Cambridge 
imprimatur was that it still operates on a nonprofit model. This means that editorial 
decisions are not driven by market imperatives but rather are made on the basis of 
intellectual merit or academic value. 
 
Bucy also noted Cambridge’s turnaround time in producing an issue of the journal has 
been nothing short of amazing compared to working with a smaller printer. 
 
“When you work with an independent printer there’s not quite the capacity to turn things 
around when you need them,” Bucy said. “You might receive good customer service on 
the front end but when you’ve got to quickly produce an issue, a lot of times you are put at 
the end of the queue depending on the needs of other clients with deeper pockets who want 
their job to be the priority. So, we were often behind schedule. 
 
“All of a sudden, with Cambridge, we’re on time. The turnaround times are really fast. 
That, combined with other support like detailed copy editing and production assistance, 
has been a breath of fresh air. We’ve really experienced a jump in professionalism on the 
production and marketing side of things. As a result, we’re getting into a good position 
already to embrace the quarterly model and eventually make a play for an impact rating. 
 
As for the future, Bucy said the journal would like to expand its scope, which would 
include featuring more international contributors and showcasing a wider range of work. 
Among other areas, like life sciences policy and evolutionary theory, he would also like to 
see more submissions regarding what the body can tell us about politics and how 
researchers are using psychophysiology, brain imaging or endocrinology to explain 
political behavior. 
 
“We’re a natural home for this kind of work,” Bucy said. “And I think as our association 
with new work in these areas builds, we will be recognized more and more. Five or 10 
years down the road we could be big time.” 
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Professor Working with School District to Implement New, Improved Sex Education 
Human development professor Elizabeth Trejos-Castillo is researching how to effectively 

teach normal sexual development to sixth-graders. 
By Heidi Toth 

 
Sex education has long been thought the realm of uncomfortable health teachers, reluctant 
parents, awkward giggling and movies that raised more questions than answers.  
 
A human development and family studies professor and her graduate student at Texas Tech 
University created a curriculum to change that. 
 
Elizabeth Trejos-Castillo is in her fourth year of working with students in the Lubbock-
Cooper Independent School (LCISD). She and doctoral student Nancy Trevino-Schafer 
created the Normalizing Sexual Development (NSD) curriculum after doing a thorough 
research review on existing puberty curricula and talking with educators about the gap 
between what students were ready to hear and what they were being taught. Too often, 
they found sixth-graders, who are 11 and 12 years old, were learning about sex and 
contraceptives without any substantive understanding of why and how their bodies were 
changing. 
 
Essentially, she said too many youth walked away with the idea that puberty meant it was 
time to have sex.  
 
“Going through puberty doesn’t mean you have to get intimate with somebody,” Trejos-
Castillo said. “Talking with teens, we found out how they personally feel the pressure 
other people put on them just because they are going through puberty and the confusion 
about having to have somebody and doing something with them. 
 
“One of the sixth-graders said, ‘Oh, that means I don’t have to kiss anybody?’ There’s this 
idea that because I’m going through sexual changes I’ve got to have sex.” 
 
NSD is considered abstinence-plus education and includes two curricula, one for sixth-
graders and one for high school students. The curriculum for the older teenagers covers 
sex, abstinence, birth control, sexually transmitted infections and what to consider before 
having sex. The groundbreaking work is in the sixth-grade curriculum. It presents human 
development as multi-faceted, teaching children about the cognitive, emotional and social 
changes they’ll experience and how to cope with them along with how their bodies are 
changing.  
 
“This is about you changing as a person completely, at all different levels instead of just 
you sexually changing,” Trejos-Castillo tells the students. “When people think about 



sexual development they immediately talk about having sex, and one thing is not the 
other.” 
 
Talking about normal development like it’s normal 
In her work as an adolescent and human development researcher, Trejos-Castillo has 
studied the importance of having these conversations. In her role as a mother, she 
witnessed it firsthand. Children came home from school after watching a video on puberty 
all grossed out and confused.  
 
“It’s awkward because when they watch those videos it’s dark, they’re watching these 
images and they don’t know what to do with themselves after,” she said. “There’s no 
elaboration about it.” 
 
She initially partnered with the Lubbock Independent School District (LISD) to create the 
NSD curriculum, doing research on available curricula to see what was being taught and 
what was most effective for students. What she found was a lot of information was being 
shared, but it wasn’t landing the way it should have been. Her goal was to create 
something that made sexual development sound normal. 
 
“The idea of normalized sexual development is exactly that – this is normal, this has to 
happen,” she said. “We can’t stop it, so we better empower the teenagers to know what’s 
going on with their bodies.”  
 
After creating the curriculum, she and LISD parted ways, and she and Trevino-Schafer 
went to LCISD, where the curriculum has been fully adopted and made mandatory for all 
sixth-graders. It’s been a positive partnership both for the school district and for Trejos-
Castillo, who is conducting her own research on how well the curriculum works and how 
to train teachers to educate their students. 
 
“Sex is still a taboo topic,” Trevino-Schafer said. “One of our goals with the curriculum 
was to discuss adolescent development with teens in a way that would help them 
understand their current stage of development and help them make healthy decisions for 
their body and future. We also help them understand that sexual development and puberty 
are normal, and it is OK to feel awkward about the changes happening, but that they can 
talk to caring adults in their lives.” 
 
The curriculum 
The lessons are broken down into six categories of development: cognitive, emotional, 
physical, relational, social and holistic. In the first week, for cognitive development, the 
students play games and try to get each other laughing and talking. They do exercises in 
setting boundaries, delayed gratification and self-control. 
 
Much of that is to get students comfortable with learning about themselves and talking 
about difficult subjects. Students feel pressure from parents, teachers, media and peers, 
they’re not always comfortable in their bodies and they don’t always feel they fit into their 
social group. 
 
For week two they discuss emotional development. Trejos-Castillo asks the students to 
figure out who they are and what’s unique about them. They play bingo that has blanks on 
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it for favorite color, shoe size, height, number of siblings and so on. Then she breaks the 
students into smaller groups, and they talk about their unique qualities. She and her 
graduate student facilitate the groups, reminding students not to compare themselves to 
others and to make decisions based on their wants and needs, not others. 
 
The third week they talk about physical changes. By now the students trust Trejos-Castillo 
and they’re used to sharing with each other. The presentation about puberty is basic; it 
looks at how the body functions, how organs function and what they can expect to 
experience. Trejos-Castillo uses the right terminology as she discusses genitals, and while 
she does divide the students into two groups, it’s not male and female. 
 
“We want boys and girls to get this information together so we can see the reactions and so 
they learn about healthy boundaries,” she said. “Sometimes when you separate them you 
create more taboos about what males go through and what females go through.” 
 
They’re a little anxious at the beginning, and she allows for that, telling the students they 
can all wiggle and giggle together as they get started. They use models purchased from the 
United Kingdom that are transparent, allowing children to focus on internal organs. She 
also encourages questions – helpful, since the sixth-graders are full of them. 
 
“Their questions are more related to biology – how and why is my body changing? Is this 
gross? Is this normal? They don’t ask anything about being intimate with anybody or 
having these sexual relationships with anybody,” she said. “They’re more curious about 
babies, which is interesting. 
 
“We have served more than 1,000 children so far, and we haven’t had any questions about 
sexual behaviors.” 
 
The second half of the curriculum focuses on external development – building 
relationships, interacting with peers, “fitting in,” setting goals and being part of a 
community. In one activity the students form teams and plan a trip to Mars, for which they 
make decisions about what supplies to bring, what the ideal team member looks like and 
what they have to offer the team as a whole. 
 
Research 
For four years Trejos-Castillo and Trevino-Schafer have conducted research on the 
effectiveness of the NSD curriculum as she teaches it. All the children take a test before 
the curriculum begins to gauge their knowledge and understanding of puberty and human 
development. This questionnaire also asks about self-esteem, self-restraint and experiences 
they’ve had with bullying and asks questions about what sexual activities they feel might 
be appropriate at certain ages. 
 
The students take the same questionnaire after the course to see how much they learned 
and whether their ideas shifted. 
 



They’re also gathering softer data – how do students react to the information, are they 
comfortable talking to her about these subjects, how much giggling does she hear when 
they’re in mixed-sex groups and learning about the human body. She also allows for 
writing time in each session and gives the students a word or some guidelines and has them 
write their thoughts. It gives her a sense of how the lessons are landing. 
 
“I’ve seen them write, ‘I learned today that I’m unique. I learned today that it’s OK to be 
me. It’s OK to be awkward sometimes,’” she said.  
 
Trejos-Castillo hasn’t changed the curriculum since they started it, needing it to remain the 
same course so she could effectively gather information on it. For the first few years she 
relied solely on anecdotal data to ensure the curriculum was working. 
 
“Now we have enough data to say it’s working, and it’s working just fine,” she said. “From 
what we gather from the staff, it’s the best curriculum they’ve ever had.” 
 
They also get feedback from the parents, who are invited to a meeting before the course 
begins to allay any concerns they may have and contact her throughout or after the 
curriculum with questions. Most come to the first meeting anxious, but by the time their 
children are done, they have plenty of good things to say. 
 
The NSD curriculum is not yet available for others to replicate; Trejos-Castillo wants to 
make sure it works properly before trademarking it. When that happens, she will focus 
some of her efforts on teaching the teachers instead of students. She wants to make sure 
untrained teachers don’t share the curriculum improperly, thus reducing its effectiveness. 
 
“Information is power, and I wish more teenagers would be empowered by getting the 
right information on time,” she said. “I’ve been working with teenagers more than 20 
years. You realize you have to develop something that’s just appropriate for them.” 
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Texas Tech Campus Buildings Honor Legacies of Women  
Mary Doak, Florence Drane, Margaret Weeks and Marsha Sharp  

are in a class unto themselves. 
By Glenys Young 

 
It takes a lot to have a building named after you. You have to make a significant 
contribution to a place to go down in history in brick and mortar. You have to leave a 
legacy worthy of remembrance. 
 
In honor of Women’s History Month, these are the stories of four women who left 
indelible marks on Texas Tech University and the buildings that are their namesakes. 
 
Mary Woodward Doak 
Mary Woodward Doak was a professor in the English department for 25 years, but she was 
best known for her role as the first dean of women at Texas Tech. 
 
Born Feb. 15, 1876, on the Bar Bona Ranch in Live Oak County, Texas, Mary Woodward 
married a lawyer, Vernon Doak, in 1899 and they started a family. After the deaths of her 
son Charles in 1906 and her husband in 1911, Mary Doak went to school to become an 
educator to support herself and her two daughters, Mary and Martha. She earned 
bachelor’s degrees in English and government from Sam Houston State Teachers College 
and the University of Texas, and then taught in the Austin and Taylor public schools 
before teaching English at the University of Texas. In 1925, she moved to Lubbock as a 
member of the original faculty of the newly formed Texas Technological College, where 
she earned her master’s degree in English and sociology in 1929.  
 
Outside of teaching, Doak made a large contribution to the college that many people don’t 
know about. 
 
“Doak visited the British Museum early on when she was at Texas Tech. She came back 
and did a little presentation to other faculty members about the British Museum and from 
that presentation came the idea that ‘Texas Tech needs a museum,’” said Texas Tech 
archivist Lynn Whitfield. “Momentum gained and a couple of professors ran with it, and 
from there is how we got the Museum of Texas Tech – it was from her. She said, ‘We have 
this wonderful history, we’re building a new institution; we should have a museum.’ A lot 
of people don’t remember that she was the inspiration for that.”  
 
In her main role as dean of women, Doak was responsible for dealing with conduct and 
disciplinary issues for the girls under her care. 
 
“Women had really strict curfews and things like that in those days, and she was the one 
who would have to tackle that if people broke curfew,” Whitfield said. “She was starting 
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from scratch, so she had to develop policies and create handbooks. There are things called 
the Tech Tips, and those are the policies for women. The women had these handbooks that 
said, this is etiquette, this is how you dress for what occasion, this is how you should carry 
yourself, and this is your curfew.”  
 
Doak was active in promoting women’s education during her tenure. She organized Las 
Chaparritas, the first women’s social club on campus, in 1926; worked to establish the 
Council of Women Graduates in 1927, which later helped the Lubbock chapter of the 
American Association of University Women become affiliated with the national 
association; and organized the Texas Tech chapter of the Association of Women Students 
in 1929. The Forum, an honorary service organization for senior female students, was 
established in 1937 largely due to her efforts.  
 
In cooperation with Margaret Weeks, dean of home economics, Doak inaugurated the 
Women’s Recognition Service in 1932, which continued until 1947 with sponsorship from 
the Quarterly Club and the Association of Women Students. Additionally, a scholarship 
was set up under her name by the Lubbock chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma. 
 
According to her obituary in the campus newspaper, the Toreador, Doak was active in 
many fields: She was the state parliamentarian of the American Association of University 
Women; state chairman of the finance committee of Delta Kappa Delta; local president of 
Delta Kappa Gamma, a national teachers’ fraternity; president of the Quarterly Club 
campus faculty organization; and a member of the social life committee, the administrative 
committee and the discipline committee until her retirement as active dean of women in 
1945. She retired from teaching in 1950 and died April 20, 1952, after a two-year battle 
with pancreatic cancer. 
 
Doak Hall 
The first women’s dormitory on the Texas Tech campus, built in 1934 for just more than 
$313,000 – about $5.5 million today – bears her name. The location of Doak Hall set a 
precedent. 
 
“When the university opened in 1925, there were no dormitories,” Whitfield said, 
explaining that until the first residence halls were built, students lived off campus. “They 
put the men on the north side of Broadway and the women on the south side, and that’s 
kind of what happened with all the boarding houses down Broadway. It used to be a joke 
that where you see all the men are the women’s dormitories. 
 
“So when they started building dormitories, that’s what they did – men on one side, 
women on the other. Those became West and Doak, they’re right across from one another. 
And then later on, you’ve got Sneed and Weeks facing one another.” 
 
By separating the men’s and women’s dormitories, the administration created a separate 
space in which the women of the campus could grow and flourish – a sense that still exists 
there. 
 
“I really like the building,” said Tricia Earl, the coordinator for Texas Tech’s Women’s 
Studies Program, which is now housed in Doak Hall. “When you exit toward the Glenna 
Goodacre sculpture there, with the Human Sciences building and its mission, and the 
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playground, there’s something about this part of campus that has a very grounded force in 
being a visible place to look at the history of women on our campus and the impact they’ve 
made.” 
 
In addition to Women’s Studies, Doak Hall is home to individual programs under the 
Division of Institutional Diversity, Equity & Community Engagement, including the 
Cross-Cultural Academic Advancement Center, the Institute for the Development & 
Enrichment of Advanced Learners, Mentor Tech, the Office of Community Engagement, 
the First Generation, Transition, & Mentoring Programs and Upward Bound. 
 
“I think it’s wonderful,” Whitfield said. “The reason why I think women’s history is 
important is everyone has a contribution they can make; everyone has a story. By 
promoting diversity and women’s history, that’s what they’re trying to do: make sure these 
stories live on. I think Doak would be thrilled that’s still happening in her building because 
that’s what she focused on, too. She wanted women to be successful; she wanted to have 
programs that the community could come participate in.” 
 
During its lifetime, Doak Hall has been the home of students from all walks of life: men 
and women, freshmen, upperclassmen and graduate students alike. It has hosted the 
College of Education; the Admissions and Registrar’s offices; the College of Home 
Economics, now called the College of Human Sciences; and the offices for University 
Student Housing and Hospitality Services. The second and third floors of Doak Hall are 
now closed to the public pending renovation efforts. 
 
“If you go up to the second floor, which we’re not really supposed to go up there but it’s 
not blocked off, there’s this really unique ballroom and a piano with a fireplace and kitchen 
off to the side,” Earl said. “At least with the building here, because it’s not occupied on the 
second and third floor, I get to see a little more of what was here before I even existed, 
before I came to campus.  
 
“The story goes if you’re ever here by yourself at night, or late on weekends, if you hear 
the piano playing, it’s Mary Doak. Even if they’re joking by saying that, it makes me feel 
good about what we’re doing. I’m in a building that initially started with the intent to 
empower women by giving them a space to exist on campus and to feel nurtured. I just 
imagine that’s what Mary Doak was all about. Maybe I’m a little superstitious, but I feel 
some energy – or I wish that I do feel some sort of historical energy – that’s helping push 
me along in how I’m guiding and being an advocate for students here on campus.”  
 
Florence A. Drane 
Florence A. Drane was the first woman to serve as interim president of Texas Tech in 
1932, which made history in more than one way, but her contributions far exceeded what 
she did during that two-month term. 
 
Florence Adelia Bingham was born Jan. 13, 1864, in Morgan County, Ohio, to a minister 
and his wife. After growing up in Wilmington, Ohio, she attended business college in 
Oswego, New York. After graduating, she accepted a business position in Corsicana, 
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where she met and married businessman Frank Neal Drane in 1885. The couple had two 
children, son Hugh and daughter Dorothy. The early years of her married life were devoted 
to her home and family, but as the children got older and she found herself with more free 
time, Florence Drane began to take part in more outside activities, particularly in church 
and club circles. 
 
During World War I, she served as county chairman of war savings and assistant to the 
food conservation chairman. She was a war work leader, a member of the YWCA’s 
southwest committee and a member of the county council of defense.  
 
In the meantime, Frank’s business ventures took off. He bought a controlling interest in the 
City National Bank in 1896 and served as its president until 1914. He established the 
Corsicana Power and Light Company in 1901, which he later sold to Texas Power and 
Light. He helped form the Texas Electric Railway Company and served as its vice 
president. 
 
Due probably as much to her husband’s prominence as her own efforts, in 1923 Florence 
Drane was one of two women Texas Gov. Pat Neff appointed to the board of directors for 
the newly established Texas Technological College. 
 
“When she found out Texas Tech was going to happen, she wanted to be a part of it,” 
Whitfield said. “She was someone of influence, based on the way she dressed and based on 
the fact she was appointed to the board. You have to have influence to be appointed to the 
board, even today. She was very interested in Texas Tech being established. There was 
nothing up here like that, so I think that was part of her interest: now there was an 
opportunity for a co-ed college to be in this area where there previously was nothing. I 
think she went out of her way to make sure she was appointed to it.” 
 
But she was hardly riding on her husband’s coattails. 
 
“She was someone of importance, not only in this area, but enough so the governor of 
Texas knew who she was,” Whitfield said. “She was a woman of means, a woman of status 
and stature. You see pictures of her, she looks like a formidable woman who knows her 
mind – like somebody you would not want to cross. I think because of that, she was 
successful.” 
 
In 1924, before the college opened, Florence Drane wrote a letter to Texas Tech President 
Paul W. Horn to express her feelings about it: “It is impossible for me to tell you how very 
deeply interested I am in the College. … I am giving the best I have to it, and will until it 
stands a living monument to the greatness of Texas.” 
 
She served continuously on the board for nine years and, following the unexpected death 
of President Horn on April 13, 1932, the board of directors named Drane acting president 
on May 6. 
 
“She signed all the diplomas for the 1932 graduates,” Whitfield said. “She was not 
officially the president – she didn’t make policies, she didn’t interfere with the academics; 
she just stepped in to do what tasks they told her needed to be done until they could hire a 
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new president. For her, I think it was mostly just making sure graduation happened and she 
signed the diplomas.” 
 
In announcing the decision, board chairman Clifford B. Jones said the position made Drane 
the first woman in the history of American higher education to act as head of a large, state-
owned co-educational institution.  
 
Her achievement was short-lived, however. Barely two months after her appointment to the 
position, the 68-year-old died in her home in Corsicana on July 11, 1932, the victim of a 
third illness within a matter of weeks, according to newspaper reports. 
 
In a statement supported by fellow director Roscoe Wilson, Jones remembered Drane as 
“one of the most valuable members of our board. She has been exceedingly faithful to 
board attendance and has taken particular interest in the home economics school. She was 
one of the most remarkable business women I have ever known and brought a wide and 
varied business experience to her duties as a member of our board.” 
 
Drane Hall 
Girl’s Dormitory No. 2, which opened for the fall of 1941, was later renamed Florence A. 
Drane Hall in her honor. At a cost of $371,428 – nearly $6 million today – it alternated 
housing men and women until it was closed as a residence hall in 1969. At that time, it was 
used to accommodate the newly opened medical school while a permanent building was 
constructed.  
 
A May 13, 1969, article in The University Daily shared many of the women moving out of 
Drane Hall for the last time were sad to see it go. 
 
“Tears and nostalgia are commodities seldom connected with moving out of a dorm. But 
for many of the girls now living in Drane Hall – particularly the upper-class women who 
have been there more than one year – leaving their dorm, one of the oldest on campus, will 
be very much like saying good bye to an old friend,” the article reads. “If you don’t believe 
it, note the tears splashing from the flowers on the ‘Goodbye, Drane’ sign. 
 
“‘We feel horrible,’ said Sharon Leach, a Drane office girl who helped paint the sign. ‘We 
think it’s the best dorm on campus. We have a nice formal lounge, a new stereo, and the 
dorm is old and friendly. We have activities like the Sadie Hawkins Day dance, Christmas 
dance and Spring Formal – things none of the other dorms have.’” 
 
Since 1974, Drane Hall has served as office space for many of the university’s business 
areas, including travel, procurement, vendor, accounting and audit services. It also now 
houses TTUISD, the Military & Veterans Program and University Studies. 
 
After the necessary renovations to make it a usable working space, Drane Hall no longer 
looks like a former dormitory on the inside, except for the offices on the second and third 
floors. Each with a uniform size, shape and layout, it’s still easy to imagine the days when 
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the rooms held twin beds instead of desks. It seems a fitting tribute to Florence Drane’s 
legacy in business. 
 
Margaret Watson Weeks  
As its first dean, Margaret Watson Weeks was instrumental in the growth of Texas Tech’s 
Home Economics Department, which helped the university stay afloat during World War 
II.  
 
Weeks was born Feb. 5, 1886, in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada. She began teaching 
grade school in Canada and eventually worked her way through college, earning her 
bachelor’s degree in home economics education from Columbia University in 1922 and 
her master’s degree in nutrition in 1925. 
 
She taught in the Houston public schools and at Northwestern State College in Louisiana, 
specializing in nutrition and home management, before joining the original faculty of 
Texas Technological College in 1925 as the dean of home economics. 
 
“Home economics is where the women were pretty much concentrated when the university 
came out,” Whitfield said. “One of the first things they tackled was setting up a Margaret 
Weeks Loan Fund, so they raised money that female students in the department could 
apply for to help pay their expenses for the semester. I haven’t seen anything about 
interest, and maybe there was, but it would be so minor. It was one way of helping women 
be able to get their education.  
 
“I would hazard to say all the female students that came when Texas Tech first opened 
were first-generation. Sometimes they needed financial help. The Legislature gave the 
university enough to get started and not much more, so Weeks and the Home Economics 
Club recognized that and set up that loan fund to help first-time college students.” 
 
The Home Economics Department was instrumental in the Lubbock community during its 
early years. 
 
“They put on programs, the ‘Town and Gown’ kind of things, that the Lubbock community 
would come to,” Whitfield said. “They had a charm school that community women could 
come and learn manners and how to dress and things like that. During the war years, they 
would put on different kinds of programs for wives who were here with their husbands.” 
 
Under Weeks’ leadership, home economics students and faculty planted a victory garden 
on campus, escorted military cadets to functions and kept the university running despite 
constant strains on resources. 
 
Weeks was the first president of the Faculty Club, among a long list of other achievements. 
She helped organize the Home Economics Club in 1925, the Double Key Honor Society in 
1930 and the first Texas chapter of the Phi Upsilon Omicron National Honor Society in 
1938. Working with Doak, Weeks began the Women’s Recognition Service in 1932, which 
continued until 1947. She also was responsible for orchestrating the construction of an 
addition to the Home Economics Building in 1952. 
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She gained a reputation for being an organizer, administrator and tireless worker in the 
struggle for recognition of home economics. Her original classes had only 58 students, but 
when she retired more than 1,200 women had passed through the courses. 
 
Upon Weeks’ retirement on Aug. 31, 1953, E.N. Jones, president of the school, said, 
“Dean Weeks has been the embodiment of the pioneer spirit to which so much of the 
success of Texas Tech is due. Her devotion to the welfare and progress of the institution, 
and especially that of the Home Economics Division, has been one of the highlights of 
faculty contributions. We deeply regret her retirement.” 
 
In mid-January 1967, then-Dean of Home Economics Willa Tinsley said, “In the early 
years of her career here, Techsans came to admire and respect the Canadian-born Miss 
Weeks because she loved West Texas with all of its hardships and disadvantages and did 
her utmost to bring courteous formality to Lubbock.” 
 
Weeks died Jan. 28, 1967, after a lengthy illness.  
 
Weeks Hall 
The Margaret Watson Weeks Dormitory, known as Weeks Hall, opened for the fall of 
1957. It cost more than $1.7 million – about $14.6 million today. 
 
Upon its designation, Margaret Weeks sent a letter to the board of directors: “Please 
express to the Board of Directors my deep appreciation of the honor they have conferred 
upon me by giving my name to the new dormitory for women. … I know I do not need to 
tell you of my great interest and my love for Tech. Although I feel unworthy of the honor, 
it pleases me very much that one of the buildings is named for me.” 
 
The building housed students for more than three decades, but Whitfield said, “As the 
buildings got older, students wanted more modern conveniences, like air conditioning.” 
 
Weeks Hall was officially closed after the 1990-91 school year, and most of it remains 
closed.  
 
“The reason it’s taken so long now is they’ve been doing asbestos abatement,” Whitfield 
said. “We used to have part of our archive holdings over there. It became a storage facility 
for departments all over campus. I know multiple departments were using that as storage. 
There had been talk for at least 10 years about converting that for classroom space, but it’s 
the renovation costs that are making progress on that building so difficult.” 
 
The Board of Regents considered demolishing Weeks Hall in 2009, but ultimately decided 
against it.  
 
“They’re going to finish it and make it into usable space, so they’re not going to let it fall 
down and go into ruin,” Whitfield said. “I think the costs have just gotten really high to 
renovate it because now they have to put in up-to-date fire codes, fire alarms, tornado 



alarms, air conditioning – just bringing it up to modern standards is why it’s taking so 
long. 
 
“I don’t think it’s going to be a dormitory; I’d be really shocked. I think it’s going to be 
classroom space and storage space and maybe offices for some faculty who need it.” 
 
One section of the first floor has been renovated to house the College of Visual & 
Performing Arts’ costume shop. Amanda Staats, costume shop supervisor, said she toured 
the building for the first time in December 2014 and the facilities were cleaned in January 
2015. 
 
Despite a new look and feel, some original elements from the building remain: tile and 
parquet flooring, stone columns and art deco iron work hint at the building’s history. But 
because only the new section has been renovated, it’s been completely walled off from the 
rest of Weeks. 
 
“We’re a little enclosed new box in an old shell,” Staats said. “From what I understand, 
we’re a stepping stone to save this building.” 
 
It’s an effort many people support. 
 
“This is one of the things I love about Texas Tech: it does, if possible, try to preserve its 
historic buildings,” Whitfield said. “That’s all part of the historic district. That building is 
going through a renovation and it will be usable space and will fit curriculum changes.  
 
“I’m sure Margaret Weeks would not be happy what it’s gone through, but I think she 
understands the university is growing and space is being renovated to fit that. It’s not being 
discarded. I don’t think it would bother her that it’s no longer a dormitory because now the 
groups that would be using it are going to be interdisciplinary. You have theater in there, 
but I suspect you’re going to have other departments working in there as well, so in a way, 
it kind of brings the campus together. If you look at it that way, it’s a positive thing.” 
 
Marsha Sharp 
Former Texas Tech women’s basketball coach Marsha Sharp is often thought of for the on-
court accomplishments during her 23 years leading the Lady Raiders: the 1993 National 
Championship, eight conference titles, two National Coach of the Year honors, a National 
Player of the Year and coaching several All-Americans. But that’s not the reason a campus 
building was named after her. 
 
Sharp was born Aug. 31, 1952, in Washington, where her father was stationed in the U.S. 
Navy. She grew up in Tulia and played guard in the days of three-on-three girls basketball.  
She got her start in coaching while attending Wayland Baptist University in Plainview. 
Sharp was a member of the Queen Bees for two years and then directed the freshman team 
during her junior and senior years. She earned her bachelor’s degree from Wayland in 
1974 and served as a graduate assistant coach for the 1974-75 season while working on the 
master’s degree she earned from West Texas State University (now West Texas A&M 
University) in 1976 – demonstrating success on the court and in the classroom can go 
hand-in-hand.  
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Academics were always a priority for Marsha Sharp. She came to Texas Tech as an 
assistant coach for the 1981-82 season before becoming head coach of the Lady Raiders. 
Under her, the program had a 97 percent graduation rate for student-athletes who 
exhausted their four-year eligibility at Texas Tech. Her players have gone on to become 
doctors, lawyers, physical therapists, teachers, coaches, professional athletes and more.  
 
Judi Henry, senior associate athletics director and senior women’s administrator in Texas 
Tech’s Department of Intercollegiate Athletics, said Sharp always made it a priority to 
focus more on life outside of sports. 
 
“She’s a great teacher and educator and it’s what she’s been all about as a coach: to teach 
young women how to play the game but more than that, life lessons and how to be 
successful beyond,” Henry said. “That’s been a platform she’s always strived to achieve 
and talked about.” 
 
One of Sharp’s biggest goals has been to leave a place better than she found it, Henry said. 
 
“She’s done that. She’s been incredible with her legacy,” Henry said. “People obviously 
think about the 1993 national championship, and that’s one piece of it and certainly high 
profile and a great accomplishment for those young women, for the coaching staff and for 
Texas Tech and the Lubbock community, but it’s been so much more than that. She’s been 
a teacher, she’s authored books, she’s given financially both to Texas Tech and the 
community, and she’s given her time to serve on numerous organizations and committees 
and spoken nationally.  
 
“The two things that stand out to me are she has left Texas Tech a much better place and 
she has touched and impacted untold numbers of lives, whether that was her student-
athletes or their parents or their children now, or whether it was fans or other people. There 
have been so many things she does behind the scenes that nobody knows about: going to 
the hospital to visit people, going to funerals of Lady Raider fans, which is so meaningful 
to their families. She’s just an incredible force.” 
 
Sharp’s main role now is with the Fearless Champions Leadership Academy, the first 
comprehensive program of its kind in a collegiate athletics department. The academy is 
designed to prepare student-athletes for life after graduation through a focus on character 
and leadership, wellness and life skills, career education, community service and 
professional development. 
 
Marsha Sharp Center for Student Athletes 
Sharp’s dedication to academics culminated with the naming of the Marsha Sharp Center 
for Student Athletes, which opened in January 2004. 
 
“It’s our center that’s focused on academics,” Henry said. “At one time, we had our 
academic unit for athletics in Wiggins, where the dining hall was. You’ll hear staff 
members and people who were here then talk about how you’d walk in to get academic 
tutoring and smell fried chicken. There was always that food smell. It was the best place 

http://www.give2tech.com/athletics/leadershipacademy/
http://www.texastech.com/academics/text-academics.html
http://www.texastech.com/academics/text-academics.html


we had at the time, but there’s been an increased need with the growth of the department 
for a place of its own for academics to be housed. 
 
“We knew we wanted a standalone building with that as its focus. Marsha provided the gift 
and it took off from there. And now it’s such a central part of our student-athletes’ lives.” 
 
At a cost of $4.1 million, the center’s construction was funded primarily through donations 
and tuition funds. Sharp made the lead donation to begin fundraising efforts because, as 
Henry said, “anything Marsha puts her efforts behind, there are many people who follow 
because they have such great respect for what she’s accomplished and what she believes 
in.” 
 
Whitfield said although Sharp donated money to the project, neither the donation nor 
Sharp’s winning record were the main reason for naming the center in her honor.  
 
“I know she donated money because education is her big thing, but it’s because of her 
legacy – not because she won the ’93 game,” Whitfield said. “It’s a big deal, but everyone 
always focuses on that ’93 game instead of her career overall. She’s been in basketball for 
maybe three decades in different schools, and each time she’s built up really strong athletic 
programs but every time, she focused on academics. She expected her players to graduate, 
and that’s why when a building was named after her, it was an academic building.  
 
“For me, it’s her legacy in the span of her life, not one year of basketball. Everyone I talk 
to, that’s all they want to remember about her and I’m like, no, she has a much larger 
legacy. I think that’s why she chose to donate to a building that was specifically focused on 
helping students graduate.” 
 
The facility was designed to promote academic success for each student-athlete. With 
sufficient space for private study, a state-of-the art computer lab, supplemental instruction 
classrooms and private conferencing areas for tutoring and mentoring appointments, the 
center works to support the students balancing academics and athletics. 
 
“We use it heavily in recruiting so parents and prospective student-athletes can understand 
the focus on academics and also the support we provide from our staff members and 
counselors to tutors to learning specialists to the computer labs and the classroom and our 
life skills program,” Henry said. “It is really intended to complement not just their 
academic world but also involvement in community and skills that will make them 
successful.” 
 
Looking ahead 
When considered all together, Whitfield said there’s a common thread between Mary 
Doak, Florence Drane, Margaret Weeks and Marsha Sharp. 
 
“It’s the same reason I choose certain women to be honored every year: they are either 
groundbreakers or they are the first to do something, and then they have a legacy that has 
spanned several decades,” said Whitfield, who organizes the annual Women Who Shaped 
Texas Tech exhibit in the University Library. “Those women were honored because of 
their legacies.” 
 

http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2016/03/women-who-shaped-texas-tech
http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2016/03/women-who-shaped-texas-tech
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And these four are not alone, which Women’s Studies coordinator Earl said she hopes will 
be a starting point for future naming opportunities. 
 
“We know in the history of Texas Tech there are more women who have made significant 
changes and efforts to the cause,” Earl said. “I just think the significance of these buildings 
so far should catapult other women’s roles in history – as well as current-day – that could 
benefit a future building, being named after a significant female who has made a 
contribution to the campus.” 

___ 
 
Note: Because this article focuses on buildings named after women, it does not include the 
six buildings on campus named after both husbands and wives. Those are: the Burkhart 
Center for Autism Education & Research, named after Jim & Jere Lynn Burkhart; Gates 
Hall, named after William and Eunice Gates; the Lanier Professional Development Center, 
named after Mark and Becky Lanier; McClellan Hall, named after Len and Harriett 
McClellan; the McKenzie-Merket Alumni Center, named after Michael and Barbara 
Esslinger McKenzie and Gerald and Sammy Merket; and Talkington Hall, named after J.T. 
and Margaret Talkington. 
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Texas Tech Ski and Snowboard Organizations Bring Winter Sports to Lubbock 
Student-founded organization Texas Tech Ski and Snowboard is home to a recreational 

club as well as a competitive team. 
By Cara Vandergriff 

 
It may come as a surprise that Texas Tech University, surrounded by miles of West Texas 
farmland and plains, is home to not only a student-founded recreational ski and snowboard 
club, but a competitive ski and snowboard team as well.  
 
The ski and snowboard club at Texas Tech was founded in 2011 by student Patrick Gres 
while on a ski trip with friends. The group, which is recreational, collects dues to help 
members make trips to various ski resorts in New Mexico and Colorado. While the biggest 
trips take place during spring break and winter intersession, the club enjoys making 
weekend trips as well. 
 
Gres, the founder and current vice president of the club, said the spontaneity of the group’s 
first trip laid the groundwork for what the club would later become. 
 
“My friend Michael [Sax, current treasurer of the ski and snowboard club] contacted me 
about going on a weekend trip just 24 hours before we had to leave,” Gres said. “This 
helped spawn the feeling of spontaneity that is still alive and well in the organization with 
our weekend trips.” 
 
The club’s first official trip was to Wolf Creek, Colorado, which included 13 Texas Tech 
students who would later become the first officers of the ski and snowboard club.  
 
As one of the fastest-growing student organizations on campus, Texas Tech Ski and 
Snowboard has more than 100 members and participates in a variety of social events such 
as cookouts, football game-watching parties and hiking/biking trips as well as 
philanthropic activities around Lubbock. 
 
“We’re not just about the ski trips and competitions,” Gres said. “When it’s not snowing, 
we still like to get out there and explore some of the most beautiful locations in the West.” 
 
The club likes to participate in warm-weather activities such as mountain biking in Palo 
Duro Canyon and hiking to Trinchera Peak in southern Colorado. 
 
“If you’re a traveler, explorer, adventurer or just want to get out of Lubbock, we’ll have 
something for you here,” Gres said. 
 
Austin Nettleton, president of the ski and snowboard club, said it is a great way to meet 
people with shared interests as well as a good excuse to go on some fun trips. However, 

http://techskiandsnowboard.weebly.com/
http://techskiandsnowboard.weebly.com/


though he enjoys the vacations and the new friends, Nettleton always craved something 
more competitive.  
 
“I’ve always been a big fan of competitive ski and snowboarding on things like the X-
Games and the Olympics,” Nettleton said. “I wanted to try it.” 
 
He began by researching a few races in New Mexico, which he traveled to and competed 
in independently.  
 
“I went by myself and got my butt kicked,” Nettleton said, “but I fell in love.”  
 
After his passion was ignited, Nettleton set his sights on creating a competitive ski and 
snowboard team at Texas Tech in addition to the recreational club. 
 
“I wanted to get the team started, but it was hard to get interest. For a while we had only 
one or two guys,” Nettleton said.  
 
After competing individually for a few years, Nettleton decided in 2015 to fully commit to 
creating the team.  
 
“I just decided to go all in,” he said. “I told Patrick [Gres; now vice president of the club] 
‘I really want to do this. I’m going all in,’ and he said he was in, too.”  
 
Gres, having grown up with a passion for skiing, didn’t hesitate when offered the chance to 
ski competitively.  
 
“I’ve always thought skiing was the closest thing to flying I could feel,” Gres said. “So 
naturally, when Austin told me there was a sport where I could push the boundaries on 
skis, I was all in.”  
 
After several recruiting efforts, Gres and Nettleton assembled a group of five students to 
form the first ever Texas Tech Ski and Snowboard Competition Team. The team, which 
has grown to 11 members, travels to competitions all over the Southwest to participate in 
events from slope style to boarder and ski cross. 
 
“Last year we did three competitions to start out, and we did pretty well,” Nettleton said. 
“We went to the USASA nationals.”  
 
After the success of their first year, the team registered to participate in nine competitions 
in its second year.  
 
“Nearly everything we do is in New Mexico and Colorado,” Nettleton said. “We actually 
just got back from Angel Fire. The only thing that’s really far is the collegiate nationals in 
New York.”  
 
The ski and snowboard team qualified for the collegiate nationals and will travel to Lake 
Placid, New York, March 6-12.  
 

https://www.usasa.org/
http://broadcast.uscsa.com/
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Along with its success, the team also recently signed with Red River Ski Area in New 
Mexico to make it its “home mountain,” used as the team’s practice location.  
 
“We realized if we want to compete, we need a place to go and practice on snow,” 
Nettleton said. “We shopped around New Mexico for a while, and Red River got back to 
us quickly and offered to be our home mountain.” 
 
The team’s agreement with Red River means lift ticket discounts for team members as well 
as help from Red River staff in setting up practice equipment on reserved ski runs and 
slope-style training areas. Nettleton said the team is looking to make three to four trips to 
Red River this season for practice, which will help complement its Lubbock-based 
workout regime that focuses on exercising muscles used during competitions. 
 
Gres said the biggest message the ski and snowboard organizations want to get across to 
students is that contrary to popular belief, there are more fun things to do as a Texas Tech 
student than just what Lubbock has to offer. 
 
“We’re less than a day’s drive away from some of the most gorgeous scenery in the West 
with endless activities to offer,” Gres said. “The only thing limiting what you can do 
around here is your willingness to explore.”  
 
Having fun on ski trips is the easy part – according to Nettleton, the biggest step in getting 
the team started at Texas Tech was finding interest.  
 
“People tell me all the time they didn’t know anything like this existed in Texas, much less 
at Texas Tech,” he said. “Just seeing that people from Texas can compete in winter sports 
is encouraging to a lot of people, and it’s something anyone can do if they put their mind to 
it.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.redriverskiarea.com/
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Texas Tech Student Pays Tribute to Renowned Clothing Collection 
Donny Guerra awarded honorable mention for 1980s-inspired design. 

By Jenae Fleming 
 
Donny Guerra, an apparel design and manufacturing student at Texas Tech University, was 
awarded honorable mention in Gerber Technology’s 2015 Ideation design competition.  
 
The competition paid tribute to the fashion of Charlotte Smith’s Darnell Collection, a 
famous compilation of vintage clothing. With more than 8,000 pieces of clothing 
representing 32 different countries, it is considered to be the largest private collection of 
vintage clothing in Australia.  
 
The competition was open to a short list of schools to participate, including Texas Tech. 
Students picked a piece from the 1940s, 1950s, 1960s, 1970s or 1980s from which to draw 
inspiration and base their design. Guerra’s piece was inspired by an unknown designer 
from the 1980s. From there, Guerra constructed his own sketch and technical flats to 
submit to Gerber Technology.  
 
“I loved the basic silhouette and waves throughout the detailing and hemlines,” Guerra 
said. “I conveyed this through a knee-length, yellow, flared evening dress.” 
 
Guerra’s final design had laser-cut leather sleeves, a bodice with princess style lines, a 
keyhole back and a four-tiered bottom with extravagant ruffles.  
 
Throughout the five-week competition, the designers were expected to update Gerber 
Technology and other audience members on their design progress through sketches and 
photos on social media. The process of each student’s garment could be followed online, 
from the first sketches to the final piece.  
 
“It was very interesting seeing other designers work on their garments and having them 
come to life through our social media updates,” Guerra said. “It was like you were there 
with them competing through the rigorous five-week process.” 
 
Rachel Anderson, an assistant professor for apparel design and manufacturing in the 
College of Human Sciences, reached out to her students to participate in the competition. 
Guerra was one of her students to enter the competition. 
  
“Donny is a very creative and focused student,” Anderson said. “He always has a lot of 
ideas and brings great energy into the classroom.”  
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/HS/dod/adm/index.php
http://www.ttu.edu/
http://www.gerbertechnology.com/
http://www.thedarnellcollection.com/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/dod/anderson.php
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/


Anderson believes through Guerra’s active involvement in fashion design and the Texas 
Tech Hi Tech Fashion Group, he is on his way to building an impressive portfolio for the 
future.  
 
“Donny is continually being active in seeking out opportunity and building his resume,” 
Anderson said. “If he keeps this up, his resume and portfolio will be fierce upon 
graduation.” 

https://www.facebook.com/hitechfashiongroupttu
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Tibor Nagy: U.S. Ambassador, Vice Provost and Presidential Campaign Adviser  
Serving as Texas Tech’s vice provost for International Affairs, Nagy has been advising 

presidential campaigns on foreign policy since the first Obama campaign.  
By K'Leigh Sims 

 
Tibor Nagy, Texas Tech University’s vice provost for International Affairs, has carried 
many titles throughout his lifetime: Texas Tech alumnus, ambassador, educator, foreign 
policy expert and presidential campaign adviser.  
 
In 2008 he was recruited by the Barack Obama campaign as an adviser on a voluntary 
basis for Obama’s African foreign policy group. Nagy said he learned a lot during the 
president’s first campaign, and his time as Obama’s consultant would lead to more work in 
campaigns to come.  
 
“I was very happy here at Texas Tech, so I didn’t look to find a job in the administration, 
because I had been there and done that,” Nagy said. “But then the next time, for the 2012 
elections, I was contacted early on by some friends on the Republican side who were 
actively involved in the Romney campaign.”  
 
During Romney’s 2012 campaign, Nagy served as the co-chair for the African foreign 
policy group that consulted Romney during the campaign. His job involved putting 
together a team to replicate the organization of the U.S. Department of State’s African 
bureau. Nagy’s team members were responsible for different areas of Africa and prepared 
suggested policy options on issues of development, terrorism and other topics on foreign 
policy.  
 
Before presidential debates, Nagy and his team compiled materials to prepare Romney for 
questions on African policy.  
 
“The presidential candidates have to know something about everything,” Nagy said. “A lot 
of the foreign policy is quite peripheral and it’s only of interest if something happens. We 
recommended an overall foreign policy toward Africa. In other words, what could Romney 
do that was different from what President Obama was doing?” 
 
Nagy and his team prepared for weekly conferences with experts all over the world to keep 
Romney in the loop about current events and issues.  
 
Now, for the 2016 campaign, Nagy has been recruited by current and past presidential 
candidates.  
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/international/


Nagy said consultants need to accept how their areas of expertise fit in with the campaign’s 
overall priorities and remember that, for most issues, the candidate is interested only in the 
“30,000-foot view” and not all of the complexities at ground level. 
 
“People forget they’re experts on a certain area,” Nagy said. “But their expertise runs so 
deep, their knowledge goes way beyond what the candidates need to know. Right now the 
candidates only need to know about the absolute largest issues. They only need the 
background, a fundamental knowledge and then flag the important things when they 
happen. 
 
“For example, with the area of Africa, the issues aren’t going to be at the center of foreign 
policy unless something really big happens, like Ebola. If that was to get out of control 
again, my area would be on the burner. It’s extremely interesting, a lot of fun, and you feel 
like you’re contributing to the political process.” 
 
When it comes to being a political consultant, Nagy’s No. 1 rule has to do with ethics.  
 
“You have to have a candidate whose positions you believe in,” he said. “If you support 
the candidate’s positions on things that are really important, then go for it. On African 
policy, there isn’t much difference between Democratic Party Africanists and Republican 
Party Africanists. The fundamental goal is the same, and we tend to get along pretty well.” 
 
Politics have been a part of Nagy’s life since he was a child. Born in Budapest, Hungary in 
1949, he arrived in the United States as a political refugee in 1957. After earning his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Texas Tech and George Washington University, 
respectively, Nagy joined the Foreign Services as a management analyst in the Bureau of 
Personnel. His first overseas assignment was in Lusaka, Zambia, and then later in Victoria, 
Seychelles. When he became an ambassador, Nagy served in Ethiopia and Guinea and has 
worked with other African countries such as Togo, Cameroon and Nigeria.  
 
In his role at Texas Tech, Nagy feels he represents the U.S., Texas and Texas Tech as an 
ambassador. 
 
“When you represent the United States, your first job is to represent the interests of the 
U.S.,” Nagy said. “When I was an ambassador, I always had three flags on my desk: the 
American flag, the flag of Hungary and the Texas flag. I also had Texas Tech memorabilia 
all over my office.  
 
“I’ve always felt like I was an ambassador of the United States and I was an ambassador of 
Texas and Texas Tech at the same time. I’ve always been proud of Texas Tech and 
considered it an institution second to none that prepares its students as well as anyone 
else.” 
 
For the current presidential election, Nagy said he hopes to advise a campaign that will win 
the presidency. 
 
“It’s a very interesting field,” Nagy said. “It’s going to be an extremely interesting 
election. When you’re working as an adviser, you feel like you’re doing something good 
for the country and it’s a tremendous amount of fun.” 
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