
 TABLE OF CONTENTS
AUGUST

Date News Release Writer

08/03/15 Texas Tech Centers Work to Promote Water Quality, Conservation George Watson
08/03/15 Rawls College of Business Chosen for White House Initiative George Watson

08/04/15 Ansel Adams Exhibit Making Historic Debut at Museum of Texas Tech Heidi Toth

08/05/15 Recent Media & Communication Graduate Honored by Regional SPJ Aleesa Ross
    Chapter

08/05/15 Texas Tech Opens Innovation Hub and Research Park with Ribbon Cutting George Watson

08/06/15 Back to School Fiesta Welcomes K-12 Students and Families Saturday - K'Leigh Sims
    Advisory

08/06/15 Texas Tech Ensemble to Perform Preview Concert Ahead of Trip to Tokyo - James Hodgins
    Advisory

08/06/15 Texas Tech Board of Regents Approves Biomedical Sciences-MBA George Watson
    Dual Degrees

08/06/15 Texas Tech Students Participate in Summer Commencement Emily Gardner

08/10/15 Historians Available to Discuss World War II's End for 70th Anniversary Glenys Young

08/11/15 Ansel Adams Exhibit a Must-See for West Texans Heidi Toth

08/12/15 Changes to Texas Tech Fraternities, Sororities Implemented by Greek Task K'Leigh Sims
    Force Committee

08/12/15 Small Business Administration Director to Tour Texas Tech Research Glenys Young
    Park - advisory

08/12/15 Gill Awarded Whitacre Endowed Chair in Science and Engineering George Watson

08/13/15 Rocky Horror Picture Show Celebrates 40th Anniversary Emily Gardner
08/13/15 Vietnam Center Digitizes Collection for Public Access Emily Gardner

08/18/15 Texas Tech's Apparel Design Program Ranked Nationally Emily Gardner

08/19/15 Texas Tech School of Law Introduces Brain Performance Initiative George Watson
    for Students

08/20/15 Women's Studies Introducing Peace Crops Prep Certificate Heidi Toth



 TABLE OF CONTENTS
AUGUST

Date News Release Writer

08/20/15 Leading Literacy Journal Highlights Texas Tech's Sowell Collection Glenys Young
08/20/15 Texas Tech Climate Science Center Co-Director Named to USDA Committee Glenys Young
08/20/15 Experts Available as Danny Becomes First Atlantic Hurricane of 2015 Karin Slyker

    Season

08/21/15 Texas Tech's Sigma Delta Pi Earns Honor Chapter Award Emily Gardner

08/24/15 Kinetic Accelerator, Innovated by Texas Tech Now Accepting Glenys Young
08/24/15 Texas Tech Observes Women's Equality Day - advisory Cara Vandergriff

08/25/15 Texas Tech Unites Cultural Communities Through Comedy - advisory Cara Vandergriff
08/25/15 Texas Tech Public Media Completes August Pledge Drive Emily Gardner
08/25/15 Texas Tech University Wins Harry H. Mellon Award of Merit for Renovation Glenys Young
08/25/15 Financial Experts Discuss Complexities of Stock Market Activity, Need for Heidi Toth

    Investors to Pause Before Selling

08/26/15 Texas Tech University School of Law Announcing Public Service Graduation George Watson
    Requirement - advisory

08/26/15 CASNR Dean Galyean Named Among Top 20 Influential Farm Animal George Watson
    Veterinary Professors

08/27/15 Bayer CropScience Seeds Innovation Center Ribbon Cutting Set for Sept. 2 - George Watson
    Advisory

08/27/15 Texas Tech Hires New Police Chief K'Leigh Sims
08/27/15 Texas Tech School of Law Hosting Inaugural Day of Service on Saturday -. George Watson

    Advisory
08/27/15 Chemical Engineering Professor Receives CPRIT Grant for Cancer George Watson

    Research

08/28/15 Texas Tech Receives First College Panhellenic Achievement Award Emily Gardner
08/28/15 On 10th Anniversary of Katrina, Hurricane Research Team on Standby Karin Slyker

    for Erika

08/31/15 Whitacre College of Engineering Maddox Chairs Hosting Symposium George Watson
    of Scholars



 

Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

                                                                                      

News Release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE: Aug. 3, 2015 

CONTACT:  George Watson, george.watson@ttu.edu 

                     (806) 742-2136 

 

Rawls College of Business Chosen for White House Initiative 

Dean Lance Nail will attend a Convening on the Working Families Economic Agenda. 

 

Lance Nail, dean of the Rawls College of Business at Texas Tech University, was chosen 

to be a part of an initiative that will help open opportunities for women in business in a 

changing work force. 

 

The White House Council on Women and Girls and the Council of Economic Advisers 

invited Nail to represent the Rawls College at the Convening on the Working Families 

Economic Agenda. The Convening will take place Wednesday (Aug. 5) at the 

Eisenhower Executive Office Building in Washington, D.C. 

 

The Convening will bring together the business community and 40-50 business schools 

from throughout the country to increase opportunities for women to balance their family 

and careers through educational innovation. 

 

“This is such a critical issue for families and economic development in the U.S.,” Nail 

said. “I am honored to be asked to participate in the development of an agenda of new 

ideas to support family members seeking to remain professionally engaged.” 

 

The Convening of business leaders, business school leaders and others will focus on 

recruiting, training and retaining future leaders in the work force. The event will feature 

panel discussions and breakout sessions for participants to share their best practices that 

generate business leaders of tomorrow who are prepared for the ever-changing work 

force. 

 

The Rawls College of Business is one of the top business schools in the country and is 

consistently ranked among the best for veterans. The Marketing department was recently 

ranked No. 48 in the world among 500 research universities in Australia, New Zealand, 

Canada, the United Kingdom and the U.S. Value College recently ranked the Rawls 

College in the top 10 of its 50 Best Value MBA Programs. 

 

Nail will be available at a later date to discuss specifics of the role of the Rawls College 

of Business in this initiative. 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/


Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Michele Moskos, senior director of marketing, Rawls College of 

Business, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1413 or michele.moskos@ttu.edu. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:michele.moskos@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Centers Work to Promote Water Quality, Conservation 

The Water Resources Center and CASNR Water Center help promote water quality 

research through collaboration to preserve the region’s fresh water sources. 

 

Water. It is one of the basic elements of life on Earth. Yet the amount of available fresh 

water for human use compared to the total amount of water on the planet is surprisingly 

small. 

 

Making sure there is enough water not only for human consumption but for use in 

agriculture is of vital importance, and it’s an area of focus for two research centers at 

Texas Tech University – the Water Resources Center in the Whitacre College of 

Engineering and the CASNR Water Center in the College of Agricultural Sciences & 

Natural Resources. 

 

Both centers play crucial roles in ensuring there is enough water to use in a variety of 

ways, from drinking water to crop irrigation. Those two areas come into focus this month 

with the recognition of National Water Quality Month, encouraging an examination of 

household and community efforts to protect the sources of fresh water. 

 

Water Resources Center 

Founded by the Texas Tech Board of Regents in 1965, the Water Resources Center 

(WRC) has used research, education and public service to foster water resources research 

on regional, national and worldwide scales. The center also acts as a central location to 

access water-related experts throughout the campus. 

 

“Obviously, we are in the middle of a semi-arid region and a lot of water goes for 

agriculture,” said Venkatesh Uddameri, a professor in the Department of Civil, 

Environmental and Construction Engineering and the director of the Water Resources 

Center. “So it’s clear that protecting water resources is an important component for 

sustainability in our region.” 

 

The WRC conducts research in a variety of areas to not only protect the main source of 

fresh water on the High Plains – the Ogallala Aquifer that stretches from the Permian 

Basin to South Dakota – but also to search for potential new sources of fresh water. 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/waterresources/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/casnr/water/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/agriculturalsciences/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/agriculturalsciences/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ceweb/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ceweb/


Among the research focuses being directed at the WRC, scientists and engineers are 

looking into the possible reuse of low-quality water that is produced from hydraulic 

fracturing, using nanoparticles to clean up contaminated water (which could be used in 

space to reduce payload weight on manned space missions) and treatment techniques that 

could help take out the harmful effects of pharmaceutical waste, whether from humans or 

animals, from contaminated water. In addition, there are efforts on characterizing the 

amount and quality of brackish groundwater available in the region. 

 

The search for new sources of fresh water was driven by the extensive drought the region 

suffered just a few years ago. 

 

“Fresh water sources have dwindled, which means we have to increasingly rely on poor-

quality water,” Uddameri said. “So how we can reuse that water, reclaim it and give it a 

second pass or a third pass before discharging it is very important. It is a very significant 

component to what we do, from the recycling of water in the fracking industry all the 

way to reusing it for potable water both on earth and in space, like the Mars mission.” 

 

CASNR Water Center 

The CASNR Water Center (CWC) acts as a research clearinghouse on water management 

in all aspects of agricultural and urban landscape use and conservation. 

 

Charles West, the Thornton Distinguished Chair of the Department of Plant & Soil 

Science and director of the CASNR Water Center, said the CWC works to pass on 

information about conferences and grant opportunities to faculty with interest in those 

areas while also fostering collaboration between faculty members, colleges within Texas 

Tech and between Texas Tech and other universities. 

 

“Fortunately, the quality of the Ogallala is good for agriculture,” West said. “We don’t 

have any problems with salt buildup for example, though it can be a problem if not 

managed correctly. The aspect of saltiness in groundwater that is of greatest concern is if 

we tap out the Ogallala then we have to drill deeper to another aquifer, and those deeper 

aquifers contain a higher salt content. Then, we have to be very concerned about the 

quality of water for agricultural purposes.” 

 

To read the complete feature on the Water Resources Center and the CASNR Water 

Center, please visit Texas Tech Today. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Venkatesh Uddameri, director, Water Resources Center, (806) 834-

8340 or venki.uddameri@ttu.edu; Charles West, director, CASNR Water Center, 

(806) 834-4160 or chuck.west@ttu.edu. 

http://www.pssc.ttu.edu/
http://www.pssc.ttu.edu/
http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2015/08/texas-tech-centers-work-to-promote-water-quality-conservation
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:venki.uddameri@ttu.edu
mailto:chuck.west@ttu.edu.
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Ansel Adams Exhibit Making Historic Debut at Museum of Texas Tech 

Collector David H. Arrington, a Texas Tech alumnus, is loaning more than 100 of his 650-

plus images to the museum for display. 

 

Iconic photographs of the American Southwest from world-renowned photographer 

Ansel Adams will be on display at the Museum of Texas Tech University. 

 

The exhibit is part of Texas Tech alumnus and Midland oil executive David H. 

Arrington’s collection. Arrington has the largest private collection of Adams photography 

in the world. While portions of his collection have traveled to museums throughout the 

world, this is the first time they will be on display in Lubbock.  

 

“It’s because I am a Red Raider and I want to give back,” he said. 

 

“Ansel Adams: American Master, Selections from the David H. Arrington Collection” is 

the most culturally valuable collection of art at the Museum of Texas Tech since hosting 

an exhibit of artwork on loan from the Vatican in 2001. 

 

“This exhibition stands as an unrivaled occasion for the Museum of Texas Tech to 

present the work of an artist whose images, even many years after his death, continue to 

shape our vision of America," said Peter Briggs, the Helen Devitt Jones curator of art. “It 

is a straightforward but exceptional opportunity: the finest American photographer from 

the most comprehensive private collection of his work on exhibit for free at the museum. 

This is a rare event.” 

 

The exhibit opens 10 a.m. Aug. 14 at the museum, 3301 Fourth St. 

 

News conference:  11 a.m. Aug. 11, Gallery 7 at the Museum of Texas Tech 

University. Enter through the west doors. Parking is free. 

 

 Arrington, Texas Tech President M. Duane Nellis and Briggs will 

speak. One-on-one interviews will be available upon request. 

Information will be made available on which displays have 

photograph or video limitations. 

 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/museumttu/


 *** Video and audio recordings of the news conference will be 

available following the event upon request. *** 

 

Member reception:  7-9 p.m. Aug. 13, Helen Devitt Jones Sculpture Gallery at the 

museum. The reception is open to members of the Museum of 

Texas Tech University Association. Arrington and Texas Tech 

University System Chancellor Robert Duncan will attend. 

 

 To become a member of the association, go to its website. 

 

Arrington speech: 6:30-7:30 p.m. Aug. 14, Helen Devitt Jones Auditorium at the 

museum. Arrington will speak on Ansel Adams’ significance to the 

art of photography and his influence on the awareness of the Great 

American West as well as little-known facts about the artist. The 

event is free and open to the public. Arrive early for seating. Enter 

through the west doors. 

 

The museum is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and 1-5 p.m. 

Sunday. “Ansel Adams: American Master, Selections from the David H. Arrington 

Collection” will be on display through Jan. 16. The museum also will host an event with 

Sarah Adams, the photographer’s granddaughter, at 7 p.m. Nov. 6. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Jonathan Blackwell, marketing director, Museum of Texas Tech 

University, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1162 or jonathan.blackwell@ttu.edu. 

http://www.mottua.org/join.htm
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:jonathan.blackwell@ttu.edu


 

Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

                                                                                      

News Release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE: Aug. 5, 2015 

CONTACT:  Aleesa Ross, alessa.ross@ttu.edu 

                     (806) 834-0348 

 

Recent Media & Communication Graduate Honored by Regional SPJ Chapter 

Lucinda Holt, who graduated from Texas Tech University, was named a national finalist 

in Online Feature Reporting in the 2014 Mark of Excellence competition. 

 

The Region 8 Society of Professional Journalists honored Lucinda Holt, a recent graduate 

from the College of Media & Communication at Texas Tech University, as a national 

finalist in the Online Feature Reporting category of the 2014 Mark of Excellence 

competition for her story “American Dream, Mexican Nightmare.” 

 

Holt graduated from Texas Tech in December with a bachelor’s degree in journalism and 

a minor in anthropology. She began working on the story in her advanced reporting class 

taught by Randy Reddick, the Morris Professor of Journalism. After the students were 

told to pitch several topics, Holt said she felt a piece on immigration was “the one.” 

 

“Immigration has always been a hot-button issue, yet very necessary,” Holt said. “The 

first angle I chose was the one of the immigrant – an angle often underrepresented. I was 

fortunate enough to meet a family who was willing to share their heartbreaking tale of 

loss and unity, struggle and strife. In this process, I also was able to meet a woman who 

had been apprehended and detained by authorities for bringing undocumented children 

across the border.”  

 

Holt traveled to Juarez, Mexico, for a closer perspective from “the other side of the 

fence.” She worked closely with Reddick, who guided her with statistics, advice and 

encouragement.  

 

Reddick said when students in advanced reporting pitch a topic, they are required to 

follow the three-D depth reporting rule where their project includes documents to add 

their unique perspective to the story, data to help put an issue into some form of objective 

context, and diverse sources to give voice to all the players in an issue. 

 

While “American Dream, Mexican Nightmare” started as a semester project, Reddick 

said Holt continued to work on it, surpassing the project’s requirement.  

 

mailto:alessa.ross@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/


“It was much more than just an assignment to her, especially as she got into it,” Reddick 

said. “I would send Lucinda a note about documents or data or even sources I ran into in 

my reading that might help put her story into context or provide new perspective.” 

 

Reddick said in addition to following up on leads for the story, Holt also did an incredible 

job developing sources.  

 

“Throughout the project, it was clear Lucinda had a rare combination of compassion and 

healthy skepticism toward the human subjects of her story,” Reddick said. He went on to 

explain that Holt also exhibited some “hard-core courage” as she ventured into Juarez to 

document her own experience crossing the border. 

 

Holt said her biggest break in the investigation for the story came when she had the 

opportunity to do a personal ride-along with border patrol agents, giving her insight into 

law enforcement operations and tactics.  

 

“For me, this story was genuinely a labor of love and I could not have done it without the 

support and guidance from my family and the Media & Communication family – 

specifically Dr. Reddick, professor Pete Brewton, and Alicia Keene,” she said. 

 

Holt also is a former enterprise editor at The Hub@TTU, a multimedia student-run 

publication in Media & Communication. Sarah Self-Walbrick, a media & communication 

master’s student and the Hub’s graduate managing director, said working with Holt has 

been one of the highlights of her time at The Hub@TTU.  

 

“She has endless story ideas and knows how to execute them in the most effective way 

possible,” Self-Walbrick said of Holt. “She has a passion for reporting on issues that 

actually impact people and hopes to make a change in the world through her reporting. 

Even though she hasn’t worked for us since the fall 2014 semester, I still call and ask her 

advice on how to go about certain stories. She is truly an inspiration to me.” 

 

Brewton, formerly the Hutcheson Professor of Professional Practice in the Department of 

Journalism and Electronic Media, was the journalism faculty adviser to The Hub@TTU 

in 2014. He described the story as one that took the kind of guts rarely, if ever, seen in 

college reporting.  

 

“Lucinda Holt went above and beyond the call of duty to get this story,” Brewton said. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Aleesa Ross, director of the Center for Student Success, Outreach and 

Engagement, College of Media & Communication, Texas Tech University, (806) 

834-0348 or aleesa.ross@ttu.edu. 

 

http://www.ttuhub.net/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/programs/jour-emc.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/programs/jour-emc.php
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:aleesa.ross@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Opens Innovation Hub and Research Park with Ribbon Cutting 

The new facility will promote collaborative research and entrepreneurship  

between the university and the business community. 

 

Texas Tech University on Wednesday (Aug. 5) officially opened the Texas Tech 

University Innovation Hub and Research Park with a ribbon cutting ceremony at the 

facility. 

 

The 40,000-square-foot, $29 million facility near the corner of Fourth Street and Quaker 

Avenue will promote entrepreneurialism, innovation and partnerships between Texas 

Tech and Texas Tech Health Sciences Center and business communities to further 

research efforts in a myriad of areas. The Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design 

(LEED)-certified facility will have both traditional laboratories and computer 

visualization facilities. 

 

“Engagement strengthens innovation, and Texas Tech University is bridging the gap 

between research and industry,” Texas Tech President M. Duane Nellis said. “This 

facility will provide the essential space and work environment conducive to collaboration 

with our business partners. Today marks an important step forward for the university’s 

entrepreneurial research enterprise.” 

 

The Innovation Hub and Research Park is a critical component in Texas Tech’s push 

toward becoming a major and innovative national research university as well as a key 

piece of the economic and academic landscape in West Texas.  

 

Individuals, groups or businesses can lease space in the facility to conduct research, 

making it separate from the rest of the Texas Tech campus and specifically designed so 

that outside factors, such as air quality or traffic on nearby streets, will not affect 

experiments or research being conducted inside. 

 

“We are delighted that Texas Tech University’s Innovation Hub at Research Park is now 

a reality, following years of hard work by so many dedicated people,” said Robert V. 

Duncan, Texas Tech vice president for research. “This facility is designed to help our 

faculty and students move great ideas and opportunities from our research efforts into the 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/research-park/index.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/research-park/index.php


marketplace and develop major, new public-private partnerships to expand both our 

programs at Texas Tech and our knowledge-based economy across West Texas.”  

 

One company has already committed to moving into the facility. Chromatin, an agbiotech 

company headquartered in Chicago dedicated to uncovering solutions to some of the 

biggest global agricultural issues today, will move its research and development team to 

the Innovation Hub, creating approximately 12 new jobs. 

 

Kinetic Accelerator, Innovated by Texas Tech also will move into the Research Park. 

Kinetic helps launch startup companies and uncovers licensing opportunities based on 

innovative technologies developed from research labs at Texas Tech, NASA and 

elsewhere. 

 

Texas Tech also has created the Texas Tech Innovation, Mentorship and 

Entrepreneurialism (TTIME) organization, which also will be housed at the Research 

Park. TTIME is committed to assisting students in developing entrepreneurial ideas. 

 

“This beautiful facility underscores Texas Tech University’s commitment to not only 

innovation and research, but also to our desire to serve as an incubator for 

groundbreaking ideas,” Texas Tech University System Chancellor Robert Duncan said. “I 

want to congratulate Dr. Nellis and Dr. Duncan for their leadership in making this bold 

vision a West Texas reality.” 

 

According to Michael Molina, Texas Tech University System vice chancellor for 

facilities, planning and construction, the finished product is a cutting-edge, technically 

advanced facility that will be both academic and attractive to the private sector. 

 

The Innovation Hub and Research Park includes a common space for research programs 

that promotes entrepreneurialism and innovation, space for public-private partnerships 

and an incubator/accelerator for new startup businesses. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT:  Carrie Romo, director, Texas Tech University Innovation Hub and 

Research Park, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5295 or carrie.romo@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2015/02/first-tenant-for-research-and-technology-park
http://www.doubletimettu.org/
http://www.doubletimettu.org/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:carrie.romo@ttu.edu
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Back to School Fiesta Welcomes K-12 Students and Families Saturday 

Free school supplies, educational resources, food and entertainment  

will be provided at the annual event.  

 

WHAT: 16th Annual Back to School Fiesta 

 

WHEN: 9 a.m. to noon Saturday (Aug. 8)  

 

WHERE: Student Union Building, Texas Tech University 

 15th Street and Akron Avenue 

 

Texas Tech’s 16th annual Back to School Fiesta (BTSF) returns Saturday (Aug. 8) to help 

K-12 students and their families from the Lubbock community and surrounding areas 

prepare for the upcoming school year.  

 

Hosted by Texas Tech’s Office of Community Engagement along with the Office of the 

President and the Division of Institutional Diversity, Equity and Community 

Engagement, BTSF provides free educational resources to students and their families 

while experiencing life on a university campus.  

 

Each student attending will receive a backpack filled with free school supplies offered on 

a first-come, first-served basis. The event will include bilingual events and activities, 

entertainment and free food. Both lunch and backpacks will be distributed at 10:30 a.m. 

 

For more information about BTSF, visit the Office of Community and Engagement.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: K’Leigh Sims, senior editor, Office of Communications and Marketing, 

Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5631 or kleigh.sims@ttu.edu.     

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/communityengagement/
https://www.ttu.edu/administration/president/
https://www.ttu.edu/administration/president/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/communityengagement/btsf.php
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Board of Regents Approves Biomedical Sciences-MBA Dual Degrees 

Students will now be able to earn an MBA and doctor of philosophy in biomedical 

sciences or master of science in biotechnology. 

 

The Texas Tech University Academic, Clinical and Student Affairs Committee approved 

Thursday two new dual degree programs between the Rawls College of Business and the 

Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC) Graduate School of 

Biomedical Sciences. 

 

Pending approval Friday by the Texas Tech Board of Regents, students will be able to 

enter two dual degree programs: doctor of philosophy in biomedical sciences/master of 

business administration or a master of science in biotechnology/master of business 

administration. The proposal then goes to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 

Board and the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on College for 

approval. 

 

“Collaboration between researchers at Texas Tech University System institutions enables 

each to maximize resources, location and academic collateral efficiently for the benefit of 

our students,” Texas Tech President M. Duane Nellis said. “The unique result of this 

program will be students entering the workforce with a business acumen that enhances 

successful opportunities for valuable contributions to medicine and the health industry.” 

 

Doctoral students in the program are estimated to graduate within four to five years, 

while master’s students are expected to graduate in 2.5 years. TTUHSC students will be 

overseen and administered by faculty and staff in the biotechnology program in the 

Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences. 

 

Administrators estimate no additional faculty or staff will be required for the program, 

nor will there be a need for additional space, facilities or resources, as all those are in 

place. 

 

“As a collaboration between the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center Graduate 

School of Biomedical Sciences and the Texas Tech University Rawls College of 

Business, these new dual degree programs promise to attract the most qualified and 

diverse students seeking careers in business or academia with the objective of 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/
http://www.ttuhsc.edu/
http://www.ttuhsc.edu/gsbs/
http://www.ttuhsc.edu/gsbs/


establishing strong bridges between these two sectors,” TTUHSC President Tedd L. 

Mitchell, M.D., said. “The five-year goal is to cultivate a dual degree program that 

affords students with new avenues for career development and employment as well as 

enrollment growth for both the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center and Texas 

Tech.” 

 

According to the presentation to the Board of Regents by Nellis and Mitchell, the 

doctoral/MBA dual degree program has been frequently requested as a degree plan option 

among current biomedical sciences graduate students who hope to use their time in 

school to better their competitive advantage in the job market. Biotechnology graduate 

students also have requested the dual degree program. 

 

“The Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center and the Rawls College of Business 

have a long history of successful dual degree programs,” said Bill Pasewark, the Webster 

Professor of business and associate dean of graduate programs and research at the Rawls 

College of Business. “We have offered MBAs to medical and pharmacy students for 

many years.  Offering a dual degree program to those in the master of science in 

biotechnology and the doctorate in biomedical sciences is a new initiative with very 

exciting possibilities.” 

 

The proposal’s five-year plan is to make the dual degree programs essential in providing 

new avenues of academic and research growth while preparing students for future 

employment after graduation. 

 

“The students we receive from biomedical sciences are amazing researchers who are 

laden with innovative ideas,” Pasewark said. “When these researchers come to the Rawls 

College, our job is to assist them in getting those ideas to the marketplace.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT:  Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications and 

Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136 or chris.cook@ttu.edu. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:chris.cook@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Ensemble to Perform Preview Concert Ahead of Trip to Tokyo 

 

WHAT: The Texas Tech Bassoon Ensemble will give a preview of its performance at the 

2015 International Double Reed Conference in Tokyo, Japan. It will be the only 

ensemble at the conference representing Texas and New Mexico.  

 

 The group will present three new works from “Cowboy Country.” These are new 

compositions for bassoon quintet, four bassoons and contrabassoon, by area com-

posers. They are: “The Ballad of Billy the Kid” by Billy Joel and“Variations on 

Peggy Sue” by Buddy Holly, both composed by Chris Campbell, and “Moon 

Dances” by Daniel Davis. 

 

 The event is free, but the ensemble is seeking donations to help the performers 

pay for airfare to the conference. Donations can be made through GoFundMe at 

www.gofundme.com/TechsansInTokyo.   

 

WHEN: 3:30 p.m. Sunday (Aug. 9) 

 

WHERE: The Windsong Apartments at Carillon, 1717 Norfolk Ave, second floor 

 

WHO: Members of the Texas Tech Bassoon Ensemble include Ella Lowrance, Carolyn 

Garcia, Jason Davis, Austin Scott and Robin Aldana. The ensemble is under the 

direction of Stefanie Przybylska and in the studio of Richard Meek. 

 

 Photo attached. Caption “Texas Tech Bassoon Ensemble. Front row, from left: 

Ella Lowrance, Carolyn Garcia. Back row, from left: Jason Davis, Richard Meek, 

Austin Scott, Stefanie Przybylska, Robin Aldana.” 
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 

us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT:  Richard Meek, professor of bassoon, School of Music, Texas Tech University, 

(806) 834-3470 or r.meek@ttu.edu.  

mailto:james.hodgins@ttu.edu
http://www.gofundme.com/TechsansInTokyo
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:r.meek@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Students Participate in Summer Commencement 

Top graduates and banner bearers also are announced. 

 

Texas Tech University hosts two summer commencement ceremonies Saturday (Aug. 8) 

at United Supermarkets Arena (1701 Indiana Ave.), where 1,490 undergraduate and 

graduate students will receive their diplomas. 

 

“On behalf of the faculty and staff, I’d like to congratulate each of the graduates on this 

momentous occasion and wish them well in the future,” Texas Tech President M. Duane 

Nellis said. “Our graduates continue to represent well in their fields of work, and we are 

fortunate they pursued their degrees at Texas Tech.” 

 

The ceremony for Rawls College of Business, Edward E. Whitacre Jr. College of 

Engineering, College of Human Sciences, University Programs, College of Visual & 

Performing Arts, Wind Energy and Graduate School (doctoral and master’s candidates 

for the colleges listed) begin at 9 a.m. 

 

The 1:30 p.m. ceremony features the colleges of Agricultural Sciences & Natural 

Resources, Architecture, Arts & Sciences, Education and Media & Communication and 

the Graduate School (doctoral and master’s students for the colleges listed) and the 

Honors College (Environment and Humanities and Honors Arts and Letters majors only). 

 

Mark Griffin, president and general counsel of the Griffin Companies, Texas Tech 

School of Law graduate and former Texas Tech System Board of Regents member, will 

speak at both ceremonies. 

 

Ceremonies can be viewed live online at http://www.ttu.edu/livestream/. 

 

About Mark Griffin 
 

Griffin received his doctor of jurisprudence in 1979 and began working at Hance, 

Thompson, Thomas and Sawyer before joining the Griffin Companies. He served on the 

Texas Tech System Board of Regents from 2005-09.   

 

Honored students 

mailto:emily.e.gardner@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/cvpa/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/cvpa/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/gradschool/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/agriculturalsciences/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/agriculturalsciences/
http://arch.ttu.edu/wiki/Texas_Tech_College_of_Architecture
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/artsandsciences/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/education/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/honors/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/honors/academicsandenrichment/evhm/index.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/honors/academicsandenrichment/hal/
http://www.law.ttu.edu/
http://www.law.ttu.edu/
http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2015/07/griifin-companies-president-to-speak-at-august-commencement
http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2015/07/griifin-companies-president-to-speak-at-august-commencement
http://www.ttu.edu/livestream/


 

Outstanding students, selected on all-around achievement, will carry banners representing 

their respective colleges. The banner bearers are: 

 

 College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources: Darby O’Shea Sullivan, 

agricultural communications  

 College of Architecture: Sergio A. Elizondo, architecture  

 College of Arts & Sciences: Melissa Ann Rafferty, psychology  

 College of Education: Nancy Guerrero, multidisciplinary studies 

 College of Human Sciences: Elaine Morton, apparel design and manufacturing  

 College of Media & Communication: Samantha Jo Hicks, advertising  

 College of Visual & Performing Arts: Mark Austin Belding, music  

 Graduate School: 9 a.m. ceremony: Lauren Thompson Kelly, a doctoral 

candidate in human development and family studies. 1:30 p.m. ceremony: Olga 

Pahom, a doctoral candidate in English 

 Honors College: 9 a.m. ceremony: Taylor Mae Dawson, apparel design and 

manufacturing. 1:30 p.m. ceremony: Nadia Tello, biology  

 Rawls College of Business: Cedric E. Kudowor, accounting and geography  

 University Programs: Eric Carl Lantz, university studies  

 Whitacre College of Engineering: Duy Nguyen, electrical engineering  

 

The highest-ranking summer graduates for each college are: 

 

 College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources: Darby O’Shea Sullivan, 

agricultural communications  

 College of Architecture: Sergio A. Elizondo, architecture 

 College of Arts & Sciences: Naporsha Denae Jackson, sociology; Melissa Ann 

Rafferty, psychology; Nadia Tello, biology  

 College of Education: Maria Elena Aragon, Paula Renea Brooks, Maria Isabel 

Coronado, Barbara DeJarnett, Eric Xavier Estrada, Daisy Fuentes, Dennise Arleth 

Garcia, Marilyn Nicole Gonzales, Nancy Guerrero, Lauren M. Immenschuh, 

Maira Jaimez, Charity H. Kincannon-Kester, Kendra Lynn Simoneaux, Marisol 

Lara Suarez, Shirley C. Vasquez and Kristen Leigh Williams. All will graduate 

with a bachelor’s degree in multidisciplinary studies.  

 College of Human Sciences: Taylor Mae Dawson, apparel design and 

manufacturing 

 College of Media & Communication: Samantha Jo Hicks, advertising 

 College of Visual & Performing Arts: Emily Lynn Charlton, apparel design and 

manufacturing and general studies major  

 Honors College: Siria Ysabel Bojorquez, honors arts and letters 

 Rawls College of Business: Ashley Nicole Reyes, management major 

 University Programs: Eric Carl Lantz, university studies 

 Whitacre College of Engineering: Duy Nguyen, electrical engineering 

 Wind Energy: Casey Brad Merritt, wind energy 
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Reception information: 

 

The College of Architecture will host its reception in the Architecture Gallery directly 

after the commencement ceremony. 

 

Additional Information: 
For more information about commencement, including maps and parking, visit 

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/commencement.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Peggy Flores, commencement coordinator, Division of Institutional 

Diversity, Equity & Community Engagement, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-7742 

or peggy.flores@ttu.edu. 

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/commencement
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Historians Available to Discuss World War II’s End for 70th Anniversary 

 

Pitch 

World War II ended in Europe with the German surrender on May 7, 1945. The United States 

threatened Japan’s destruction if it did not surrender, but the war continued in the Pacific until 

the U.S. dropped atomic bombs on two Japanese cities, Hiroshima on Aug. 6, 1945, and 

Nagasaki three days later. The Soviet Union declared war on Japan on Aug. 9.  

 

Japanese Emperor Hirohito announced the final surrender on Aug. 14 in the United States, which 

was Aug. 15 in Japan because of time difference. The surrender document was signed Sept. 2, 

1945. 

 

Texas Tech University’s Ron Milam is an associate professor of U.S. history with a specialty in 

military history. Aliza S. Wong is an associate dean in the Honors College and associate 

professor and director of European studies in the Department of History. She specializes in the 

history of World War II in Europe. As the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II 

approaches, Milam and Wong can speak about the end of the war and its ramifications. 

 

Experts 

Ron Milam, associate professor of history, (806) 283-2353 or ron.milam@ttu.edu 

Aliza S. Wong, associated professor of history, (806) 834-3051 or aliza.wong@ttu.edu  

 

Talking Points 

 The end of the Second World War in Europe often is represented as a moment of 

liberation, a moment of freedom, a moment of victory by democracy over fascism.  

 Even as the Second World War neared its end, while the Allied Forces gained in strength, 

territory and spirit, the Resistance Movements evoked hope, defiance and sacrifice. Sides 

were already being chosen for a new war, the Cold War that loomed around the corner. 

 The Potsdam conference on July 26, 1945, called for the unconditional surrender of Japan 

or they would face “prompt and utter destruction.”   

 Even within the U.S. Cabinet, there was disagreement about the use of the atomic bomb. 

 After the bombs were dropped, the U.S. began an occupation of Japan, along with a 

commitment for defense of the island that continues to this day. 

 

Quotes 

 “By the final years of the war, the popular movements against the fascists had taken on 

new dimensions. Partisans and resistance fighters from all over Europe had found 

commonality in the fight for common decency, human rights, liberty, and sovereignty,” 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/honors/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/history/
mailto:ron.milam@ttu.edu
mailto:aliza.wong@ttu.edu


Wong said. “Historians recognize while certainly the military campaigns of the Allied 

Forces were essential to the end of armed conflict in WWII, just as crucial were the 

social, cultural, political and popular movements that shifted the course of the war.” 

 “In the midst of post-war chaos, people celebrated the end of the war, the end of fascism, 

the end of dictatorship, the end of conflict,” Wong said. “Even as Europeans still suffered 

from hunger, destruction and indescribable loss, the end of the war was a release from the 

tragedies of the six years from 1939-1945. The reality of the immense costs of war, 

however, was still to be uncovered.” 

 “As Europeans celebrated in the streets at the announcement of Nazi surrender, the Soviet 

Union and the United States began to consolidate their systems of control and 

containment,” Wong said. “The first few years of European politics in the post-war 

period were heavily influenced by the United States and the Soviet Union as tensions 

began to rise between the two superpowers. The Europeans had finished with one war, 

only to become involved in another conflict for the next 44 years.” 

 “Unbeknownst to the world, the United States had tested one and built two atomic 

weapons in Los Alamos, New Mexico and had shipped them to islands in the Pacific to 

be used if President Harry Truman ordered it,” Milam said. 

 “Within the Truman administration, there was controversy about the use of the bombs, 

but the president believed a ground invasion of the Japanese mainland would cost the 

lives of hundreds of thousands of Allied soldiers and Japanese civilians and ordered their 

use,” Milam said.  

 “To this day, historians argue whether the use was necessary to end the war, or if their 

use had more to do with demonstrating to the Soviet Union that we had these incredible 

destructive devices, ushering in the Cold War,” Milam said. 

 “Thus began the atomic age, with significant construction by many nations of nuclear 

weapons that would change the way the world views conflict,” Milam said. “Yet, no 

other nuclear weapons have ever been used by any country to resolve territorial or 

ideological issues.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 

us on Twitter. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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MEDIA -- Video from the news conference is available; please contact Heidi Toth for 

access. 

 

Ansel Adams Exhibit a Must-See for West Texans 

Texas Tech alumnus David H. Arrington loaned pieces from his collection to the 

Museum of Texas Tech University for an exhibit. 

 

Texas Tech University President M. Duane Nellis and Midland oil executive David H. 

Arrington spoke at a news conference Tuesday morning celebrating the opening of an 

exhibit of Ansel Adams photography. 

 

Arrington, who began collecting Adams’ work after graduating from Texas Tech in 1983, 

lent 100 original photographs from his collection to the Museum of Texas Tech University 

for a special exhibit. Although his collection has been shown in museums and galleries 

throughout the world, he wanted his alma mater to host it as well. 

 

He encouraged everyone to experience Adams’ work, which was groundbreaking for its 

time.  

 

“This is a must for every photographer, for every artist, for every lover of nature, for every 

fisherman, every hunter and every survivalist, you need to come see Ansel Adams’ work,” 

he said. “This is a great family outing, it’s a great outing for schools or just a good date 

with your best girl.” 

 

Nellis said the university is proud to have a well-rounded learning environment, to which 

the museum contributes. He thanked Arrington and other friends of the museum for their 

support in making Texas Tech a world-class school. 

  

“We are thrilled to collaborate with David Arrington in showcasing the work of a true 

American treasure in Ansel Adams,” Nellis said. “A commitment to the arts and bringing 

and sharing wonderful works such as these is important in our commitment to our faculty, 

staff and students and the public. I appreciate Mr. Arrington sharing this impressive 

collection with us.” 

  

Peter Briggs, the museum’s curator of art, said the exhibition is a cross-section of Adams’ 

life and allows visitors to experience the original works of many of the artist’s famous 

pictures. 

 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu


“It is the first opportunity for the Texas Tech University and Lubbock communities to 

explore in depth, to reflect purposely and to seek understanding of the work of an artist 

who has shaped the image of the United States,” Briggs said. “In our contemporary world 

of pulsating color pictures that routinely flash before our eyes, it is of note the relevance 

and impacts of Ansel Adams’ black and white photographs have endured and will endure 

into the future.” 

 

The museum, located at 3301 Fourth St., is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 

Saturday and 1-5 p.m. Sunday. “Ansel Adams: American Master, Selections from the 

David H. Arrington Collection” will be on display through Jan. 16. The museum also will 

host a public speech by Arrington at 6:30 p.m. Friday (Aug. 14) and an event with Sarah 

Adams, the photographer’s granddaughter, at 7 p.m. Nov. 6. For more information about 

the exhibit, please go to www.anseladams.ttu.edu.    

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Jonathan Blackwell, marketing manager, Museum of Texas Tech 

University, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1162 or jonathan.blackwell@ttu.edu. 

http://www.anseladams.ttu.edu/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:jonathan.blackwell@ttu.edu
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MEDIA – Senior Vice President Juan Muñoz and Dean of Students Amy Murphy will be 

made available today (Aug. 12) at 1:15 p.m. in the Student Union Building (SUB) 

Ballroom to discuss the changes implemented by the Texas Tech University Task Force. 

Media should park in the lot located east of the SUB. 

 

Changes to Texas Tech Fraternities, Sororities Implemented  

by Greek Task Force Committee 

The committee created 39 recommendations to improve and enhance  

the Greek life culture at the university.  

 

After the formation of the Texas Tech University Task Force on Greek Organization 

Culture last fall, new changes have been implemented to ensure a safe and secure 

environment for Texas Tech students in the Greek community.  

 

“The task force has worked extensively to ensure our students are kept safe in a positive 

environment at Texas Tech,” President M. Duane Nellis said. “I appreciate Dr. Muñoz 

and Dr. Murphy’s leadership of the committee this past year and I am confident in their 

work to implement these changes and updates to the Greek organizations’ policies and 

procedures. Beyond the task force, Texas Tech will continue to oversee the Greek life 

culture to ensure we are doing our best for our students and their well-being.” 

 

Past incidences with Texas Tech fraternities and sororities called for changes and new 

policies, which charged Texas Tech Chancellor Robert Duncan and Nellis to form the 

task force to examine the current Greek environment and create new policies and 

procedures to reinforce appropriate member behavior and increase accountability among 

Greek organizations.  

 

The task force is composed of administrators, faculty, staff, students and West Texas 

community members.  

 

After several meetings throughout the 2014-2015 academic year, the task force presented 

39 recommendations to improve Texas Tech’s Greek life within six different areas: new 

member experiences, leadership development, responsible social events, accountability 

and reporting, stakeholder communications and staffing and resources.  

 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu


Juan Muñoz, Texas Tech senior vice president, vice provost and task force chairman, said 

the safety of Texas Tech students was of the greatest importance when reviewing and 

changing the policies and procedures for all Greek organizations. 

 

“For decades Greek organizations have played a vital role in the development of students 

and student leaders at Texas Tech,” Muñoz said. “Because the safety and well-being of 

our students is of paramount importance, these changes improve the climate of the Greek 

life culture here at Texas Tech and will be the national standard of Greek organizations.” 

 

By the end of the Spring 2015 semester, changes were implemented affecting students as 

soon as Recruitment Week begins and throughout the rest of their membership of Greek 

organizations while attending Texas Tech. 

 

Some of the changes include:  

 

 A revised schedule and guidelines for the Interfraternity Council Fall 2015 

Recruitment. 

 Added mandatory prevention and education curriculum for active and 

prospective new members at the commencement of formal recruitment.  

 Limit the opportunities for unsanctioned fraternity and sorority events by 

restricting the hours per week and timing for new member activities.  

 Implement sanctions, including one-year deferred recruitment, for organizations 

found responsible for violations of recruitment and new member policies. 

 Launch an online reporting website for organization conduct concerns, including 

defined options for self-reporting and cooperative resolution processes. 

 Implement the Risk Intervention and Safety Education (“RISE”) Office for 

continuous training and expertise.  

 

Along with the changes that have already been implemented, the task force has more 

changes already in progress. 

 

In order to sustain the long-term oversight of Greek organizations with the adoption of 

the new changes, the task force will transition into the Greek Life Advisory Council that 

Dean of Students Amy Murphy and Muñoz, along with other members of the task force, 

will be a part of.  

 

“The recommendations of the task force provide a foundation for the continued 

improvement and development of the Greek community at Texas Tech,” Murphy said. 

“The framework and priorities established within will guide the initiatives of Fraternity 

and Sorority Life stakeholders, and I believe our related programs and activities have 

already benefited from this work.  

 

“The Texas Tech Task Force on Greek Organization Culture provides transparency about 

where areas of risk exist in our community and outlines collaborative opportunities to 

provide safer and more worthwhile experiences in fraternities and sororities.” 
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Mark Warren, Texas Tech Task Force committee member, said he is pleased both as a 

committee member and parent with the actions taken for the safety of Texas Tech 

students.  

 

Warren’s son, Clay, a former Texas Tech student, lost his life in an automobile accident 

during a fraternity event that could have been prevented. After his death, Mark and wife 

Freada teamed with the Center for Campus Life to create the Clay R. Warren Risk 

Management Retreat in an effort to educate students about the results of poor decision 

making and risk management practices.  

 

“I believe the task force accomplished the goals that were set out by Chancellor Duncan 

and President Nellis to create a systematic way to prevent accidents and tragedy from 

happening in the system,” Warren said. “From a parent’s perspective, anything that can 

be done that’s proactive in preventing any kind of injury or death in that environment 

should be welcomed by any parent that has a Texas Tech student.  

 

“I was very pleased with the actions taken by the task force and having the ability to hand 

over the implementation of the guidelines to the advisory committee for an ongoing 

action of the university.” 

 

To see further changes made by the Texas Tech Task Force on Greek Organization 

Culture, visit greeklife.ttu.edu to read the full report.   

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications and 

Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136 or chris.cook@ttu.edu.   
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Gill Awarded Whitacre Endowed Chair in Science and Engineering 

The chemical engineering professor’s achievements in biomedical engineering are 

recognized with $2 million endowment. 

 

Harvinder Singh Gill, an assistant professor in the Department of Chemical Engineering, 

was awarded the Whitacre Endowed Chair in Science and Engineering for his research 

achievements in biomedical engineering. 

 

Al Sacco Jr., dean of the Whitacre College of Engineering, announced the award to Gill, 

which carries with it a $2 million endowment that can be used to advance research as Gill 

sees fit. The award was effective Aug. 1 and is one of three Whitacre chairs in the 

College of Engineering. 

 

“I am both honored and grateful to be named the Whitacre Chair,” said Gill, who will be 

promoted to associate professor. “Receiving this endowment is an affirmation of my 

efforts and that of the members of my lab, which have resulted in the development of a 

number of groundbreaking research areas.” 

 

Gill, who has been with the chemical engineering faculty since 2009, is an expert in 

micro- and nanosystems for use in drug and vaccine delivery, bio-nanomaterials, mucosal 

vaccination and immunomodulation. He has published numerous peer-reviewed articles 

in high-impact journals and is co-holder of a patent on coated microstructures and their 

method of manufacture. That patent is licensed to Apogee Technology. 

 

He also directs Gill Laboratory, which performs research in drug delivery, vaccines, 

immunology and nanomedicine to address the biomedical challenges facing human 

health. 

 

“My lab at Texas Tech is focused on immunoengineering and nanomedicine,” Gill said. 

“We are pursuing a number of exciting projects, such as pioneering pollen grains as novel 

microcapsules for oral and painless vaccine and drug delivery, developing a universal flu 

vaccine and pioneering painless microneedles for oral cancer therapy and allergy 

vaccination.”   

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
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Under terms of the endowed chair, Gill is expected to continue to publish articles in 

applicable journals as well as write grants and secure funding for research activities. He 

also will continue to mentor other faculty members within the department. The endowed 

chair is renewable every five years based on performance. 

 

With the endowed chair, Gill said he hopes to work on high-risk, high-impact projects 

dealing with human health in the areas of vaccines, cancer therapy and stem cells. 

 

“Because many of these ideas are out-of-the-box, their basic analysis and feasibility 

demonstration is vital,” Gill said. “Only with such foundational data can I strive to secure 

external grants to support development of these ideas into mature scientific principles and 

medically relevant products. The endowment will help me get this data and function as a 

seed for bigger grants.” 

 

Sacco lauded Gill’s research, teaching and service in awarding him the chair. In the past, 

Gill has received the prestigious National Institute of Health Director’s New Innovator 

Award, the Young Faculty Award from the Defense Advance Research Projects Agency 

(DARPA) and has to date secured about $6 million in competitive federal research 

fundings. He has also worked closely with the Texas Tech Clark Scholars Program. 

 

“Dr. Gill has aggressively promoted research experiences for undergraduates and high 

school students,” Sacco said. “In the past five years he has worked with 20 

undergraduates, of which 13 were women or underrepresented minorities. His funding 

record, quality of publications, citations and awards garnered by his students speak for 

themselves. Dr. Gill is a perfect candidate for the Whitacre Endowed Chair in Science 

and Engineering.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Harvinder Singh Gill, Whitacre Endowed Chair in Science and 

Engineering, Department of Chemical Engineering, Whitacre College of 

Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3682 or harvinder.gill@ttu.edu. 
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Small Business Administration Director to Tour Texas Tech Research Park 

A tour will immediately follow the news conference with Texas Tech officials and city 

councilman. 

 

WHAT: Texas Tech University will host the regional administrator for the U.S. 

Small Business Administration (SBA) Region VI to highlight what the 

university offers the small business community in Lubbock and how it can 

drive technology-based small business in the area. 

 

Yolanda Olivarez, regional administrator for the SBA, will tour the Texas 

Tech Innovation Hub and Research Park to learn more about the Kinetic 

Accelerator, Innovated by Texas Tech and the Texas Tech University 

System Small Business Innovation Research/Small Business Technology 

Transfer (SBIR/STTR) Resource Center.  

 

WHO: The tour will follow a news conference with Olivarez; Texas Tech Vice 

President for Research Robert V. Duncan; Texas Tech President M. Duane 

Nellis; Carrie Romo, senior proposal development administrator for the 

research development team in the Office of the Vice President for 

Research; Susan Malone Back, a research scientist and director of the 

SBIR/STTR Resource Center; Lubbock City Councilman Jeff Griffith; 

and recent Texas Tech alumnus Weston Waldo. Waldo will discuss how 

the cooperation between Texas Tech, the city of Lubbock and the SBA 

helped him form a small business and obtain a grant funded by the 

National Science Foundation. 

 

WHEN: News conference, 8:30 a.m. Thursday (Aug. 13); tour immediately 

afterward. Media may arrive at 8:20 a.m. to set up. 

 

WHERE: Conference room 103, Research Park, 3911 Fourth St. 

 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Stacy Sustaita, West Texas District Office, U.S. Small Business 

Administration, (806) 472-7462 ext. 123 or stacy.sustaita@sba.gov.  
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Rocky Horror Picture Show Celebrates 40th Anniversary 

Rob Weiner, a Texas Tech librarian, discusses the film’s cultural impact.  

 

Pitch 
From midnight showings to audience participation, “The Rocky Horror Picture Show” continues 

to impact popular culture and cinema. The film, which was directed by Jim Sharman and features 

actors Susan Sarandon, Tim Curry, Barry Bostwick and Texas native Meat Loaf, premiered in 

1975 and celebrates its 40th anniversary this weekend. 

 

Rob Weiner, a pop culture guru and humanities and popular culture librarian at Texas Tech 

University, discusses how the movie influenced culture and cinema, the rite of passage the film 

provides and its continued popularity 40 years later. 

 

Expert 

Rob Weiner, humanities and popular culture librarian, (806) 834-5126 or rob.weiner@ttu.edu 

 

Quotes 

 “‘The Rocky Horror Picture Show’ has influenced society in a variety of ways. The film 

was one of those sleeper movies that at first nobody thought much of and actually had 

kind of a regular release. All of a sudden as a midnight movie, it started to catch on, and 

then this cult following happened and people dressed up and brought props, participated, 

talked back to the screen and did all sorts of things. Then they started to cosplay. It was 

one of the first movies people cosplayed with.” 

 “‘The Rocky Horror Picture Show’ united people in the same way a Comic-Con unites 

people, or a ‘Star Trek’ convention or a gaming convention or ‘Star Wars.’ You think 

about it, it is very odd because it is a film people cosplayed for when the term cosplay 

didn’t exist. In terms of its cultural impact, there you have it. It’s a cult film, but it’s 

really not. It’s a musical and it’s a really bizarre movie. There’s a whole lot of gender-

bending going on.” 

 “Going to ‘Rocky Horror’ and having that experience is still something young people 

should and want to experience. It is a rite of passage to do the ‘Rocky Horror’ experience 

at least once in your life and it’s something a lot of people still are expected to know and 

experience. People love it from all ages, 18-80.” 

 “There have been attempts at sequels. ‘Rocky Horror’ has not been surpassed by anything 

really in the same way. In that regard it’s an anomaly in terms of impact on the history of 

popular culture and the history of cinema. You could look to other benchmarks and say 

‘Yes, these are important,’ but there are other films or things that people say, ‘Well, this 

happened here,’ but ‘Rocky Horror’ has never really been surpassed in that way. And the 

mailto:emily.e.gardner@ttu.edu
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fact that it’s still being shown continually somewhere in the world speaks to its relevance 

and impact 40 years later.” 

 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 

us on Twitter. 
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Vietnam Center Digitizes Collection for Public Access 

The $144,000 grant was received in December 2011 and completed in May. 

 

The Vietnam Center and Archive at Texas Tech University recently completed its project 

to digitize two Families of Vietnamese Political Prisoners Association (FVPPA) 

collections as part of a National Historical Publications and Records Commission 

(NHPRC) grant received in December 2011.  

 

The digitization was finished in May and resulted in the availability of 355,274 pages of 

documents online free of charge. Anyone can access the documents through the Virtual 

Vietnam Archive. 

 

“It’s really awesome to have the collection in general because of the rarity of the South 

Vietnamese perspective of the war,” said Amy Mondt, Vietnam Archive associate 

director. “We’re hoping by having it online it will not only let scholars know about this 

collection but also help the Vietnamese-American community trace their roots so they 

can research their own history. Since documents of any kind on this topic are rare, it’s 

nice to have it online for easy access.” 

 

The $144,000 grant funded a three-year project originally intended to digitize the Orderly 

Departure Program (ODP) applications from the first FVPPA collection donated to the 

Vietnam Center and Archive. However, the files were digitized so quickly the grant also 

funded the digitization of the office files for the first collection as well as the ODP 

applications for the second collection, Mondt said.  

 

The ODP was created as a way for South Vietnamese people to safely leave Vietnam 

after the war ended. The applications include information about the applicant’s family, 

service in the military and life after the end of the Vietnam War. The office files show 

documentation of the FVPPA organization, including their advocacy activities to gain 

support for refugees and how FVPPA found sponsors for the South Vietnamese and 

funding for their housing.  

 

“These files are very important to the Vietnamese-Americans and document an important 

part of their history as well as the aftermath of the Vietnam War,” Mondt said. 

 

mailto:emily.e.gardner@ttu.edu
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http://www.virtualarchive.vietnam.ttu.edu/starweb/virtual/vva/servlet.starweb?path=virtual/vva/virtual.web


The first FVPPA collection was donated in 2005 and the second in 2012.  

 

For more information on the grant, the FVPPA collections and for step-by-step 

instructions on how to access and search the online collections, visit the collections 

website.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Amy Mondt, associate director, The Vietnam Archive, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 742-9010 or amy.k.mondt@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech’s Apparel Design Program Ranked Nationally 

The university was included in three of Fashion-Schools.org’s 2015 rankings. 

 

Texas Tech University’s apparel design and manufacturing (ADM) program received 

several rankings as part of Fashion-Schools.org’s annual fashion design schools and 

colleges lists. The program was ranked No. 7 in the Top 10 Fashion Design Schools and 

Colleges in the Southwest, No. 20 in the Top 25 Public Fashion Design Schools and 

Colleges and No. 38 in the Top 50 Fashion Design Schools and Colleges in the U.S. 

 

In 2013, Texas Tech was ranked No. 45 nationally and No. 5 in the Southwest, then No. 

31 nationally and No. 5 in the Southwest in 2014, according to the rankings website. 

 

“It is good to know we are one of the top 10 programs in the Southwest and one of the 

top 20 in the U.S.,” said Su Shin, ADM program director and associate professor. “In 

2013 ADM was referenced in the top five for fashion schools in the Southwest. Since 

then, we have been nationally recognized as one of the top fashion design programs, 

which means the expectations of our ADM program is growing.”  

 

Fashion-Schools.org started the rankings program in 2013 in response to emails from 

aspiring fashion designers and merchandisers, according to its rankings. The rankings are 

determined based on the school’s academic reputation, admission selectivity, depth and 

breadth of the program and faculty, value as it relates to tuition and indebtedness and 

geographic location. For the 2015 survey, Fashion-Schools.org incorporated school 

surveys into the rankings as well as gathering information from the school itself, the 

school’s website and reputable publications. 

 

The apparel design and manufacturing program is part of the Department of Design 

within the College of Human Sciences. The program is only home to an undergraduate 

program, but they hope to develop a master’s program and a four-plus-one degree 

certificate graduate program, which would combine a four-year undergraduate degree 

with a two-year master’s program for students who would like advanced learning 

opportunities and the ability to earn another degree in a short amount of time, Shin said. 

She believes the addition of a graduate program will improve their rankings. 

 

mailto:emily.e.gardner@ttu.edu
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The ADM program offers a portfolio review for students’ successes, a TechStyle Fashion 

Show for seniors and internships as part of its program. It teaches students to use apparel 

computer-aided design and 3D virtual design software. It houses the only 3D body 

scanner in the Southwest region and allows undergraduate students to participate in 

faculty research. 

 

For more information on the rankings, visit Fashion-Schools.org and for more 

information on the ADM program, visit its website. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Su Shin, apparel design and manufacturing program director, 

Department of Design, College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-

3312 or su.hwang@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech School of Law Introduces Brain Performance Initiative for Students 

The partnership with the Center for BrainHealth at UT-Dallas is designed to give  

first-year law students the tools necessary to maximize mental efficiency. 

   

The Texas Tech University School of Law has enacted an initiative with its first-year law 

students to help maximize their brains’ performance, minimize stress and improve 

productivity. 

 

During orientation last week, the Center for BrainHealth at the University of Texas-

Dallas and the School of Law announced their collaboration in a high performance brain 

training program called SMART – Strategic Memory Advanced Reasoning Training. The 

program will provide approximately 180 first-year law students with nine cognitive 

strategies allowing them to maximize performance thanks to methods proven effective by 

more than 30 years of neuroscience research. The School of Law is the first law school 

partner with the center. 

 

SMART has helped more than 40,000 people to date across the U.S., ranging in age from 

middle-school students to senior citizens. By participating in SMART, law school dean 

Darby Dickerson hopes to provide Texas Tech law students with a skill set that will help 

them succeed in law school, their careers and their lives.  

 

“When I saw the scientific evidence supporting the SMART program and saw the before-

and-after brain scans of executives and other high-performers who’ve participated in the 

program, I knew I wanted to provide the training to our students,” Dickerson said. “I truly 

believe these skills, if implemented, can help them navigate a rigorous curriculum, 

perform better on the bar exam, be creative problem-solvers and reduce stress. To me, it 

seemed like a missing piece of a great legal education.” 

 

The idea behind introducing SMART to first-year law students came from a law school 

graduate. Chad West, an Army veteran who earned his law degree from Texas Tech in 

2006, completed the program and contacted Dickerson, encouraging her to implement it 

with her students. 

 

“SMART completely revolutionized my law practice,” said West, who owns a practice in 

Dallas. “As a law student, and even as a lawyer, I had a hard time staying focused on the 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
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task at hand and processing the really important information once I read through massive 

amounts of texts. SMART taught me how to stay focused and how to hone in on the legal 

issues behind all of the endless verbiage our fellow lawyers bombard us with.” 

 

According to the Center for BrainHealth, SMART focuses on the brain’s frontal lobe 

where humans process planning, judgment, decision-making, problem-solving, emotional 

regulation and other cognitive functions. SMART trains individuals through a strategy-

based approach to more effectively assimilate, manage and utilize information and skills 

to strengthen overall brain function. 

 

Training methods are based on clinical trials that compared strategy-training programs to 

memory training in a wide population, ranging from healthy older adults to those with 

brain injury or risk of Alzheimer’s disease. 

 

The students learned higher-order cognitive strategies – strategic attention, integrated 

reasoning and innovation – that can be applied to every day life. Individuals were also 

encouraged and equipped with methods to adopt healthy brain habits. 

 

“Our brains are the one indispensable tool we need throughout life,” said Sandra Bond 

Chapman, founder and chief director of the Center for BrainHealth. “Up-and-coming law 

students at Texas Tech will need to be innovative on the spot, absorb dense and complex 

information and make quick decisions that will impact the future of our legal system. 

Through our partnership, students will be armed with the strategic toolkit to become 

dynamic, flexible thinkers to thrive in the academic environment and for their future 

careers.”  

 

The students are excited to implement SMART to help them maintain focus and become 

not only better students, but eventually, better lawyers. First-year law student Taylor 

Guerrero said she left the seminar with strategies that will help her during her first year. 

 

“Law school is a daunting opponent for any student, so it’s best to go in prepared,” added 

incoming law student Lianette Gonzalez. “The Brain Performance Institute counselors 

teach you how to see the big picture while managing your time and stress. I left their 

seminars with an entirely new outlook.” 

 

“In learning the fundamental limits of certain brain functions, we can begin to maximize 

their potential and efficiency,” said incoming law student Andrew Tingan. “The cognitive 

techniques we’ve explored thus far will pay dividends throughout our law school 

education and well into our careers as future practitioners.” 

 

CONTACT: Kari Abitbol, director of communications, Texas Tech School of Law,  
(806) 834-8591 or kari.abitbol@ttu.edu. 
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Experts Available as Danny Becomes First Atlantic Hurricane of 2015 Season 

Wind scientists and economist discuss damage and safety.  

 

Danny has strengthened into a Category 1 hurricane with winds of 75 mph, according to 

the National Hurricane Center. The forecast calls for Danny to remain a hurricane as it 

continues on a path to reach Puerto Rico by early next week.  

 

Texas Tech University leads the nation in wind research. Texas Tech has a number of 

researchers with extensive experience researching hurricanes such as Rita, Katrina and 

Ike and can speak as experts about various aspects of these devastating storms.  

 

The National Wind Institute (NWI), as it is now known, combines the former Wind 

Science and Engineering (WiSE) research center, which created the first doctorate in 

wind science and engineering, with the Texas Wind Energy Institute (TWEI), creator of 

the only bachelor of science degree in wind energy. NWI strengthens the university’s 

interdisciplinary approach to all things wind.  

 

John Schroeder, professor of atmospheric sciences, visited affected areas after both 

hurricanes Rita and Katrina to deploy instrumented towers that gather high-resolution 

storm data at a time when most conventional observation systems fail. Schroeder can 

offer insight into how hurricanes develop, move and react to various meteorological 

elements. He is an expert on hurricane winds and has been actively intercepting 

hurricanes since 1998.  

Schroeder can be reached at (806) 834-5678 or john.schroeder@ttu.edu.  

 

Daan Liang, assistant professor of construction engineering technology and interim 

director of NWI, used satellite images, aerial photos and ground survey results to 

investigate building damage caused by hurricanes. Liang used various probability models 

to study how the construction of buildings affects their vulnerability against severe 

windstorms. Recently, his research is focused on the advancement of remote sensing 

technology in documenting and assessing wind damages to residential structures.  

Liang can be reached at (806) 834-0383 or daan.liang@ttu.edu. 

 

Ernst Kiesling, research professor at NWI and executive director of the National Storm 

Shelter Association (NSSA), recommends homeowners who live above the flood plane 

in hurricane-prone areas buy a storm shelter for their home. As was seen in Houston 

before Hurricane Rita, evacuations are stressful and expensive. They often put immense 

mailto:karin.slyker@ttu.edu
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strain on traffic corridors, leading to traffic jams and – in the case of Houston – 

fatalities. By using in-home shelters, some families who are not required to evacuate can 

remain where they are and ease the traffic flow. However, Kiesling urges buyers to look 

for a NSSA seal when they buy a safe room for their home, because not all shelters are 

verified to be fully compliant with current standards for storm shelters and provide full 

protection from extreme winds. Kiesling has more than 35 years of experience in the 

design, standards-writing and quality control of storm shelters.  

Kiesling can be reached at (806) 834-1931 or ernst.kiesling@ttu.edu. 

 

Larry Tanner, research associate in civil engineering, completed a six-month 

investigation working with the FEMA mitigation assessment team on the wind damage to 

residential structures from Hurricane Ike in Texas and Louisiana. He also was a member 

of the FEMA mitigation assessment team that studied Hurricane Katrina. He led a team 

that recorded wind and water damage along the coastline in Louisiana and Mississippi. 

Much of the damage from Katrina, he said, resulted from structures being built below the 

base flood elevation, or the elevation that flood waters will rise to during a 100-year 

storm event (meaning the storm only has a 1 percent chance of happening in a year). 

Tanner can be reached at (806) 834-2320 or larry.tanner@ttu.edu. 

 

Bradley Ewing, professor of operations management in the Rawls College of Business, 

has studied the economic impact of hurricanes and tornadoes. He can speak to the impact 

of hurricanes and tornadoes in cities like Oklahoma City; Corpus Christi; Wilmington, 

North Carolina; Miami, Florida; and Nashville, Tennessee.  

Ewing can be reached at (806) 834-3939 or bradley.ewing@ttu.edu. 

mailto:ernst.kiesling@ttu.edu
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Leading Literary Journal Highlights Texas Tech’s Sowell Collection 

The works of an associate professor and two undergraduate students are included. 

 

The leading journal of literary and environmental studies has placed a special focus on 

Texas Tech University. 

 

The journal Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment (ISLE) included in its 

spring issue a large special section on the Sowell Family Collection in Literature, 

Community and the Natural World.  

 

“The Sowell Collection houses the papers – personal letters, research notes, diaries, 

photographs, manuscripts, etc. – of the most important American nature writers of the last 

100 years,” said Sara Spurgeon, professor of Southwestern American literature and 

director of the Literature, Social Justice and Environment initiative in the Department of 

English. “Probably the best known are Barry Lopez, William Kittredge, Bill McKibben, 

David Quammen and Gretel Ehrlich. This is the premier collection of the papers of 

American nature writers anywhere. Any scholar researching these folks – and there are 

lots of them – uses the Sowell Collection.” 

 

The section in ISLE includes an introduction by Kurt Caswell, an associate professor in 

the Honors College, and three essays he said are inspired by and representative of the 

work shared at the Sowell Conference.  

 

The essays are “Adventure in Our Bones: A Study of Rick Bass’ Relationship with 

Landscape” by Elizabeth Hash, a Texas Tech student majoring in environment and the 

humanities (EVHM), English and psychology; “Desert Rooting: Edward Abbey Calls 

Your Name” by Emma Barnes, a biology major with a minor in EVHM; and “Wolverine 

in the Archives” by James Warren, a professor at Washington and Lee University in 

Lexington, Virginia.  

 

The Sowell Conference, founded in 2011, is held every spring at Texas Tech and features 

readings, presentations and book signings by authors whose work is included in the 

Sowell Collection. It is one of the few academic conferences to welcome work by students 

and faculty.  

 

“The Sowell Conference is unique in that it is a fairly small gathering where our featured 

speakers, such as Barry Lopez, David Quammen and Gretel Ehrlich, sit in the audience for 

the entire three days,” said Diane Warner, librarian for the Sowell Collection. “They sit 
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side by side with the other members of the audience and listen to the papers of Texas Tech 

students. They offer encouragement, guidance and sometimes thoughtful critique. It is a 

unique experience for Texas Tech undergraduates, one that they treasure. For many 

students, this is their first experience giving a paper at a scholarly conference.” 

 

Caswell said he is proud of the work students have done in his classes, but he also credits 

Warner and his colleagues in EVHM, Susan Tomlinson and Mark McGinley, calling it a 

team effort to have reached this level.  

 

“To have ISLE and its parent organization, the Association for the Study of Literature and 

the Environment (ASLE), acknowledge and honor that work is a major highlight of my 

time at Texas Tech,” Caswell said. “Only two students are published in ISLE, but they 

represent a much greater number of excellent students writing excellent papers over the 

years. The students in my class conducting research in the Sowell Collection have been 

trained by Tomlinson and McGinley, as well as by me. And many of these students have 

worked closely with Barry Lopez, too, who has been highly engaged in their progress. 

He’s such a light for them, and for the program. These are also very motivated, talented 

students to begin with. So it’s really a triumph for all of us, and it feels fantastic.” 

 

The conference and collection are named for Jim Sowell, a Texas Tech alumnus and 

former Board of Regents chairman who donated the funds to bring the works together into 

a collection and create the EVHM program. 

 

“The journal ISLE has been the leading journal in the field of scholarship on nature 

writing and environmental literature for years,” Spurgeon said. “To have the work of a 

Texas Tech professor appear in ISLE is quite impressive. To have the work of a Texas 

Tech professor and Texas Tech students appear is a major coup. This is a highly 

prestigious, peer-reviewed journal that receives submissions from scholars around the 

world. They don’t typically publish the work of students, especially not undergraduates. 

We get to brag like crazy about this.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Sara Spurgeon, director, Literature, Social Justice and Environment, 

Department of English, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-8984 or 

sara.spurgeon@ttu.edu; Diane Warner, librarian, Sowell Family Collection in 

Literature, Community and the Natural World, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-

0466 or diane.warner@ttu.edu; Kurt Caswell, associate professor of environment and 

the humanities, Honors College, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-6604 or 

kurt.caswell@ttu.edu.  
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Texas Tech Climate Science Center Co-Director Named to USDA Committee 

John Zak will work with agriculture producers to maintain and improve soil health. 

 

John Zak, co-director of the Texas Tech University Climate Science Center, has been 

selected as a member of the newly established U.S. Department of Agriculture Southern 

Plains Climate Hub’s soil health advisory committee, which covers Texas, Oklahoma and 

Kansas. 

 

Zak’s research focuses on how climate variability and human disturbances regulate soil 

microbial diversity in natural and agro-ecosystems. He also is a professor of biology in the 

Texas Tech University Department of Biological Sciences, the associate dean for research 

in the College of Arts & Sciences and the Texas Tech principal investigator for the South 

Central Climate Science Center Consortium.  

 

“The USDA committee will work with regional farmers, ranchers and other landowners to 

develop collaborations with individuals and scientists who are working to maintain critical 

soil health and important conservation practices,” Zak said. “The committee also will 

advise partners and producers concerning best practices for maintaining critical soil health 

across multiple land uses.” 

 

The committee is based at the USDA Grazinglands Research Laboratory in El Reno, 

Oklahoma. Its goals are to help regional producers maintain and improve soil health, 

which can then increase soil organic matter and soil carbon storage, promote increased 

water infiltration and reduce production costs. 

 

“The droughts of the 1920s and 1950s showed us the devastating implications of not 

paying attention to soil health across the region,” Zak said. “All agriculture is dependent 

upon the ability of the soil microbial communities, coupled with the soil micro and macro 

animals, to carryout necessary functions. Our charge as stewards of the land is to manage 

our soils to ensure these critical soil interactions are maintained while also reducing the 

overall costs of inputs such as fertilizers and other forms of energy.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: John Zak, co-director, Climate Science Center, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 834-2682 or john.zak@ttu.edu. 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/csc/
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Women’s Studies Introducing Peace Corps Prep Certificate 

The program, which includes a service-learning project to emerging nations, is open to 

undergraduate students from all majors. 

 

Registration for the new Peace Corps Preparation program at Texas Tech University is 

now open. 

 

The 15-hour certificate, which the Women’s Studies Program is offering, will include 

courses in social sciences like anthropology, sociology or political science, language 

courses, and classes that cover a student’s area of emphasis: education, agriculture, health 

or technology. The final project is a one-month, service-learning project in an emerging 

nation. 

 

“This is a good way to get in-country experience,” said Charlotte Dunham, director of the 

Women’s Studies Program. “For students who haven’t traveled much this is a really good 

way. It’s chaperoned, and it’s a chance to go into a country and get to know the people and 

culture as well as learn things you can bring back rather than just being a tourist.” 

 

The certificate, which Dunham and medical professor Annette Sobel proposed a year ago, 

focuses on women’s issues, health and security. The emphasis on women came about 

because much of a country’s economic and cultural stability is dependent on women.  

 

Sobel, a doctor who spent 20 years in the military, saw just how much women suffer as 

she traveled throughout the world. Many don’t know how, or have the resources, to 

prevent infection after childbirth or filter their water so their families don’t get sick. She’s 

also seen poor and nomadic groups whose women could create and sell products but don’t 

have funding to get the project started or means to market their products. 

 

“In many respects the key to development is empowering women,” Dunham said. “The 

other thing is, women have special vulnerabilities, and we want to give them additional 

tools to protect themselves and their children.” 

 

The certificate will prepare students who are considering joining the Peace Corps, but the 

curriculum will benefit students with an interest in international affairs or health. Women 

and men from any undergraduate program can participate. Because Sobel also works at 

Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center, she is recruiting medical students to act as 

mentors to the undergraduates. 

 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/wstudies/index.php


 

 

“A lot of students here are really focused on the fast track to get into nursing or medical 

school,” Sobel said. “If they do something like this, I think it’ll help them be more 

competitive.” 

 

Dunham and Sobel anticipate the certificate taking two years to complete when added to a 

normal course load. They will work with Peace Corps representatives to identify service 

projects, primarily in South America and, if there is enough regional stability, West 

Africa. At the beginning of the program, each student will pick a project and take classes 

to acquire the language and skills necessary to contribute to that project. 

 

Participants do not need a medical background, Sobel said. Even health-based projects do 

not require doctors or nurses. Rather, the students will be teaching about clean water, basic 

life support, how to use native plants for food and medicine and other life support skills. 

Students will learn those skills before going to their projects. 

 

As part of the program there will be a series of seminars throughout the semester, starting 

with Vice Provost of International Affairs Tibor Nagy, who was a U.S. ambassador to 

Guinea and Ethiopia in the late 1990s. 

 

For more information about the program and to register, go to the program’s website. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Annette Sobel, associate professor, Department of Medical Education, 

Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0565 or annette.sobel@ttu.edu or Charlotte Dunham, 

director, Women’s Studies Program, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5104 or 

charlotte.dunham@ttu.edu.   
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Texas Tech’s Sigma Delta Pi Earns Honor Chapter Award 

The honor society was given recognition for the 11th consecutive year. 

 

The Texas Tech University chapter of Sigma Delta Pi, the National Collegiate Hispanic 

Honor Society, recently was named an Honor Chapter for the 11th consecutive year. The 

award was presented to only 12 out of 609 chapters nationwide during 2015. 

 

“We are thrilled to receive this very important award,” said Comfort Pratt, an associate 

professor and the Texas Tech chapter adviser for Sigma Delta Pi. “It is a great honor for 

us, and we are very pleased the work we do has been recognized for so many years. 

During the 11 years I have been the adviser of the Texas Tech chapter of Sigma Delta Pi 

we have consistently served Texas Tech and the Lubbock community in diverse ways.” 

 

To receive this award, chapters submit an annual report detailing their activities and 

projects during the 2014-2015 academic year. The award is based on the caliber of 

chapter projects that reflect the honor society’s mission, including honoring excellence in 

the study of the Spanish language, contributing to cultural understanding and upholding 

the goals of the society, according to Sigma Delta Pi’s news release. 

 

The Texas Tech chapter activities include organizing the annual Lubbock Spanish 

Spelling Bee, hosting Spanish discussion tables, seminars and academic lectures, and 

offering lunchtime enrichment programs, free Spanish and English lessons and bilingual 

readings in schools and libraries. 

 

“Although our goal for carrying out these activities and events is not to win awards but to 

promote the ideals of Sigma Delta Pi to the best of our abilities and to the benefit of 

Texas Tech and the Lubbock community,” Pratt said, “the impact has been profound and 

invaluable, and that has resulted in the numerous recognitions we have received.” 

 

The National Executive Committee also provides four graduate research grants and 18 

undergraduate study abroad scholarships to students who are nominated by their advisers. 

This year two Texas Tech students received awards. Gayle Jeffers, a doctoral student in 

bilingual education, won a graduate research grant, and Yuridiana Silvestre, a junior 

secondary education and Spanish major, won an undergraduate scholarship. 

 

mailto:emily.e.gardner@ttu.edu
http://ttusigmadeltapi.wix.com/texastechuniversity


Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Comfort Pratt, adviser, Sigma Delta Pi, Texas Tech University, (806) 

834-5710 or c.pratt@ttu.edu. 
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Kinetic Accelerator, Innovated by Texas Tech Now Accepting Applications 

The program aims to help entrepreneurs launch startup companies. 

 

Applications are now open to enter the 2016 class of the Kinetic Accelerator, Innovated by 

Texas Tech. Kinetic Accelerator launches startup companies and discovers licensing 

opportunities based on technologies developed at Texas Tech University, other research 

universities and for-profit entities seeking commercial opportunities for their intellectual 

property. 

 

“The technologies we work with come from the Texas Tech University System, which 

includes Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center and the Texas Tech University 

Health Science Center-El Paso; Crane Naval Labs and NASA,” said Lisa McDonald, 

director of Kinetic Accelerator, Innovated by Texas Tech. “Applications are open to 

students from any Texas Tech campus and local entrepreneurs interested in technology 

commercialization.” 

 

By pairing cutting edge inventions with industry experts, mentors and curriculum derived 

from the Lean Startup Methodology, the Kinetic Accelerator program launches innovation 

from research into the marketplace. 

 

“We have a unique and structured curriculum that teaches the fundamental principles of 

technology commercialization, and those who complete our program will have the 

opportunity to present at our nationally recognized Demo Day in May,” McDonald said. 

“Texas Tech is extremely supportive of the entrepreneur and proudly boasts multiple 

programs to assist entrepreneurs in bringing their ventures to market. This is a fantastic 

opportunity for entrepreneurial-minded individuals to learn a highly marketable skill, 

market validation and how to de-risk technologies for market interest.” 

 

The program is open to anyone interested in learning to de-risk technology for the purpose 

of launching a startup. Learn more and apply at the program’s website or by email. 

Applications will be accepted through Nov. 15. The program will run from mid-January to 

mid-May 2016. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Lisa McDonald, director, Kinetic Accelerator, Innovated by Texas 

Tech, Texas Tech University, lisa.mcdonald@ttu.edu. 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.kineticaccelerator.com/
http://www.kineticaccelerator.com/
http://www.kineticaccelerator.com/
mailto:info@kineticaccelerator.com
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:lisa.mcdonald@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Observes Women’s Equality Day 

Multiple on-campus events will be held Aug. 26 to commemorate  

and support women’s equality. 

 

WHAT: Women’s Equality Day 

 

WHEN: Wednesday (Aug. 26)  

 

WHERE:  

 Texas Tech University’s Student Government Association and Triota Gamma Nu 

will host a voter registration table outside the Student Union Building from 11 

a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 The Lubbock and Texas chapters of the American Association of University 

Women will have a table inside the Student Union Building at 1:30 p.m. 

 Texas Tech’s Women’s Studies Program will host its annual online tweetchat 

from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. using the hashtag #WED2015. 

 Texas Tech’s Student Government Association will host a “Women in Politics: 

Conversations About Race and Gender” forum at 6:30 p.m. in the Student Union 

Building. 

 

Women’s Equality Day not only commemorates the passage of the 19th Amendment in 

1920, but also calls to attention the continuing efforts of women toward full equality. 

Every president since 1971 has published a proclamation for Women’s Equality Day, 

when Rep. Bella Abzug first introduced legislation in Congress.  

 

“Women’s Equality Day is a great day to celebrate the commitment, spirit and 

determination of so many that have come before us,” said Tricia Earl, unit coordinator of 

Texas Tech’s Women’s Studies Program. “To understand the significance of the national 

woman’s suffrage movement is to witness how important casting one vote still is today.” 

 

Women’s Equality Day events are free and open to the public. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

mailto:cara.vandergriff@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/wstudies/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia


CONTACT: Patricia Earl, coordinator, Women’s Studies Program, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 742-4335, or patricia.a.earl@ttu.edu.  
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Financial Experts Discuss Complexities of Stock Market Activity,  

Need for Investors to Pause Before Selling  

 

Pitch 

Uncertainty in the Chinese economy sent markets around the world into a panic on Monday. The 

Dow Jones industrial average dropped almost 1,100 points in the first six minutes of trading on 

Monday, roared back and fell again, finishing down 588 points (3.6 percent). China took steps to 

quell fears by cutting interest rates, and though the main Shanghai market fell more than 7 

percent in initial trading on Tuesday, the Dow surged up 350 points at the opening bell. 

European stock also rebounded, up 3 percent in London and 4 percent in Paris and Frankfurt. 

 

The market volatility has many investors nervous about their portfolios, whether it’s Individual 

Retirement Accounts (IRA) or 401k retirement packages. But experts at Texas Tech advise that 

the rise and fall of the markets has several mitigating factors and that investors need to remain 

patient. 

 

Expert 

Jeffrey Mercer, Wylie and Elizabeth Briscoe Chair in Finance and Director of the Institute for 

Banking and Financial Studies, Rawls College of Business (806) 834-3655 or 

jeffrey.mercer@ttu.edu 

 

Harold Evensky, professor of practice, Department of Personal Financial Planning, Texas Tech 

University and co-chairman of Evensky & Katz/Foldes Financial Wealth Management, (806) 

392-2525 or harold@ek-ff.com 

 

Michael Finke, professor, Department of Personal Financial Planning, Texas Tech University, 

(806) 534-6724 or michael.finke@ttu.edu (not available until Wednesday) 

 

 

Jeffrey Mercer 

 In addition to his work in the Finance Department of the Rawls College of Business, 

Mercer also manages the Student Managed Investment Fund where 20 students each 

semester act as stock analysts and investment managers watching over a near-$3 million 

portfolio that supports professorships and scholarships at the Rawls College of Business. 

 Mercer said there has recently been a significant flow of information about major factors 

that drive security prices, plus the U.S. Federal Reserve Governors have been extremely 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
mailto:jeffrey.mercer@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/pfp/
mailto:harold@ek-ff.com
mailto:michael.finke@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/


inconsistent in their public messages to the markets about future policy, leading to further 

uncertainty. 

 China’s actions to devalue its currency has complicated a delicate balance in currency 

markets and international trade, according to Mercer. That creates further uncertainty. 

 Mercer added when you couple significant market uncertainty with questionable 

economic growth, it takes only a few sizable sell orders to begin a cascade of trading that 

triggers more sell orders from the algorithms almost all institutional traders rely upon. 

 “Volatility in financial markets is a result of market participants’ uncertainty, and a 

divergence of opinions, about information that is being revealed and what that 

information tells us about the future. For example, the central banks around the world 

continue a ‘race to the bottom’ in the sense they feel the need to continue to coddle 

market participants via easy money and low interest rates.” 

 “Another factor is the increasing likelihood of a slowdown in economic activity and the 

buildup of debt in China and other major global economies. Over one-half of the global 

gross domestic product (GDP) growth, including China, Japan and significant portions of 

the Eurozone, is essentially flat, especially when you take into account the increasing use 

of debt to prop spending.” 

 

Harold Evensky 

 Evensky is a certified financial planner, a member of the Committee for the Fiduciary 

Standard and S&P Index Advisory Board and research columnist for the Journal of 

Financial Planning. He has been chairman of the CFP Board of Governors, the 

International CFP Council and TIAA-CREF Institute Investment Advisory Board, 

IAFP National Board and has been published in multiple financial planning journals, 

in addition to authoring “Wealth Management” and co-authoring “The New Wealth 

Management” and “The Investment Think Tank and retirement Income Revisited.” He 

recently was named to Investment Advisor’s 35 for 35 list along with Ben Bernanke and 

Warren Buffett. 

 Evensky’s firm sent out a letter to its clients Monday advising them that investment 

decisions should be based on long-term returns, not short-term views. 

 Financial media frequently looks for a scapegoat – Greece last month, Ebola last year. 

This year it’s China. The important factor to remember is markets frequently face 

uncertainty and shift as new information comes out, but in the long run market 

fundamentals reign. A diversified portfolio plus judicious rebalancing as needed likely 

will lead to greater returns in the future. 

 After an extended bull run, which the U.S. markets have seen, stock markets normally 

experience intra-year declines in the 5-10 percent range, with average recoveries of a few 

months. That means investors, particularly well-diversified investors, who do not need 

their money in the next few months to two years should have plenty of time to recover 

from this dip. 

Michael Finke 

 Finke researches retirement income planning, risk tolerance assessment and behavioral 

personal finance. He was named to Investment Advisor IA25 in 2013 and Investment 

News’ Power 20 in 2012 and has earned a number of awards including the 2011 



Academic Thought Leadership Award from the Retirement Management Journals and 

2010 winner of the iOMe National Retirement Challenge.  

 His research shows elderly investors tend to be more vulnerable to overreacting to a 

down market by selling stocks that then rebound. Decreased cognitive ability and fear of 

losing money can lead to more emotional responses. An elderly person who has full 

cognition is not likely to make the same mistakes in investing, meaning emotion cannot 

play a role in smart investing. 

 Holding investment managers to a fiduciary standard, which requires them to make the 

needs of their client the top priority, would lead to more optimal investments during bull 

and bear markets, but would be especially beneficial during a decline. 

 “Advisers who are paid more when consumers follow their biases will have little 

incentive to suggest following a more product, long-term investment strategy. 

 “Loss aversion and sentiment are closely related during a market decline as they both 

shift investor focus to recent poor performance and lead to trading decisions motivated by 

a desire to minimize the effects of current period losses.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 

us on Twitter. 
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Texas Tech Public Media Completes August Pledge Drive 

KTTZ-TV incorporated online engagement for the first time during the drive. 

 

Texas Tech University Public Media recently hosted its annual August pledge drive for 

KTTZ-TV. The drive raised $30,009 during the nine-day program from Aug. 7-16, 

exceeding its goal of $25,000 and reaching the highest amount of donations of any 

August pledge drive. 

 

The station wanted to modestly increase its goal, said station manager Paul Hunton. The 

decision was based on the amount raised in previous years: $20,000 in 2014 and $18,500 

in 2013. The pledge drive was KTTZ-TV’s most successful drive since 2009 when 

$26,795 was raised. The station hosts three drives per year: in March, August and 

December.  

 

“It means that Lubbock and Texas Tech are strong supporters of public media and believe 

in our mission to educate, innovate and inspire our region,” Hunton said. “It ensures that 

we can continue to deliver great programming, exciting productions covering local stories 

of interest in the arts, science and education world, and world class events that celebrate 

the South Plains.” 

 

During the drive, Texas Tech Public Media focused on online engagement. The team 

created online spots featuring the Shia LaBeouf “Just Do It” video, reaching more than 

20,000 people by integrating the viral video. Public Media also collaborated with the 

Office of Communications and Marketing to brainstorm engagement ideas including a 

hashtag (#MYKTTZ) for the station and to design elements to further implement the 

drive’s message. 

 

“As the media world continues to shift and our culture becomes more in tune and reliant 

on day-to-day communications through the Internet, it requires public media entities to 

think of new ways to meet viewers where they are, with content directed in a way our 

culture consumes it,” Hunton said. “We also identified influencers, or people at Texas 

Tech and in Lubbock who support public media and can reach out to their families and 

friends and help us communicate the importance of contributing to our pledge drives. 

Collaborating across the campus and city and truly making it a university wide effort are 

mailto:emily.e.gardner@ttu.edu
http://kttz.org/
http://kttz.org/channel-5
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/communications/


both ideas we hadn’t embarked on before and something we’ll continue to do in the 

future.” 

 

Public television stations throughout the country rely on financial support through public 

and private contributions from the communities they serve, said program director 

Michelle Dillard. 

 

The Texas Tech Public Media team in charge of the drive included Becky Ivey, 

marketing manager; Jonathan Seaborn, production director; and Dillard, who was in 

charge of the on-air broadcast aspect of the drive. 

 

“Everyone in the station is involved in the pledge,” Dillard said, “from selecting the 

programs to producing fundraising spots for on-air and online use, to master operations 

that ensure all elements air as scheduled, to promoting the fundraising drive, to gathering 

information from viewers’ pledges.” 

 

The pledges go toward programming, local productions and events, Hunton said. Texas 

Tech Public Media provides PBS content yearly, including “Downton Abbey” and 

“Antiques Roadshow.” The station also hosts PBS Kids Club events and screenings of 

PBS shows before they air, providing access to national content. KTTZ-TV was one of 

four stations to screen an episode of “First Peoples” before it aired.  

 

In December, the station will offer an early screening for the final season of “Downton 

Abbey.” Texas Tech Public Media also supports local productions, including “Inside 

Texas Tech” and “24 Frames,” a show about local art, music and culture. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Paul Hunton, station manager, Texas Tech Public Media, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 742-2209 or paul.hunton@ttu.edu.  

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
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Texas Tech Unites Cultural Communities Through Comedy 

“The Most Races Show on Earth” delivers unique, multicultural stand-up performances 

by well-known, diverse comedians. 

 

WHAT: “The Most Races Show on Earth” Comedy Show 

 

WHEN: 8 p.m. Tuesday (Aug. 25) 

 

WHERE: Texas Tech University Student Union Building – Allen Theater 

 

In an effort to unite communities through comedy, Texas Tech University’s Cross-

Cultural Academic Advancement Center is hosting its annual comedy show, “The Most 

Races Show on Earth,” at 8 p.m. Tuesday (Aug. 25) in the Student Union Building’s 

Allen Theater.  

 

This year’s show will feature three comedians of different nationalities performing fast 

paced, filler-free comedy: KC Arora of Bridgetown Comedy Festival, Caleb Synan of 

NBC’s “Last Comic Standing” and Peter Barrera of NBC’s “Standup for Diversity.” 

Texas Tech’s improv comedy team, Flying Tortillas, is also set to perform.  

 

The Most Races Show on Earth aims to deliver unique, multicultural stand-up comedy 

that focuses on tackling ethnic stereotypes and educating students about diversity. Event 

attendees will be encouraged to laugh at their differences and better understand the 

message that funny is funny, no matter the culture, creed or color.  

 

After the show, the comedians will take questions from students and discuss their own 

views on race and comedy.  

 

Admission is free and open to the public.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT:  Ricky Sherfield, lead coordinator, Cross-Cultural Academic 

Advancement Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-8681 or 

ricky.sherfield@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech University Wins Harry H. Mellon Award of Merit for Renovation 

The Student Union Ballroom upgrade was completed during the summer of 2014. 

 

Texas Tech University received the Harry H. Mellon 2014 Award of Merit in Job Order 

Contracting (JOC) on Monday (Aug. 24) for its Student Union Ballroom renovation 

project. 

 

Renovation of Texas Tech’s Student Union Building Ballroom in just four months during 

the 2014 summer break transformed 8,000 square feet of outdated space into a customized 

state-of-the-art, multipurpose space used to give the 7,000 new students of fall 2014 their 

first impressions of the university. 

 

“The Texas Tech University Operations Division is very appreciative of receiving the 

prestigious Harry H. Mellon Award of Merit,” said Sean Childers, assistant vice president 

for operations. “This award recognition for the division was only achieved through the 

support of President M. Duane Nellis and Noel Sloan, vice president for administration 

and finance and chief financial officer, and great partnerships with The Gordian Group, 

Teinert Construction, Thoma Engineering, the Student Union Building staff and Dr. Juan 

Muñoz and his division.” 

 

Teinert Commercial Building Services used its Gordian JOC Solutions® process to 

expedite the $1.8 million project in time for freshman orientation sessions. 

 

“This is an exceptional honor for our operations division and represents the quality of 

work they undertake and deliver each day,” Nellis said. “On behalf of a grateful 

university, I want to thank Sean Childers and his team for their wonderful care and 

dedication to the Texas Tech campus and its many buildings.” 

 

Renovations of the Student Union Ballroom, which can accommodate 800 people, 

included installation of: 

 custom carpet with the Texas Tech Double T logo 

 video wall 

 motorized room partition to divide the space into two rooms 

 custom LED-color lighting in a coffered ceiling 

 durable plastic laminate wall panels 

 acoustic wall panels 

 fireplace, mantel and over-mantel. 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/operations/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sub/


 

“It was an honor to present the Harry H. Mellon awards to the team that did such an 

outstanding job renovating the Student Union ballroom,” said Robert Coffey, president of 

The Gordian Group. “Presenting the awards in the ballroom made the moment even more 

special.” 

 

The Harry H. Mellon Award of Excellence in Job Order Contracting program is a way for 

facility owners, managers and contractors to be rewarded for their hard work and 

recognized by their peers and others in the industry. Since 2008, this award has recognized 

those who perform the essential, yet often thankless, repair, alteration and maintenance 

work that is the core of the Job Order Contracting system, in an efficient and effective 

manner.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications and 

Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136 or chris.cook@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:chris.cook@ttu.edu


 

Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

News Release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE: Aug. 26, 2015 

CONTACT: George Watson, george.watson@ttu.edu 

         (806) 742-2136 

 

CASNR Dean Galyean Named Among Top 20  

Influential Farm Animal Veterinary Professors 

The ranking was compiled by Vet Tech Colleges to recognize the work of individuals in 

farm and food animal care and growth. 

 

Michael Galyean, dean of the College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources at 

Texas Tech University, has been recognized as one of the 20 Influential Farm Animal 

Veterinary Professors in the nation by Vet Tech Colleges. 

 

The rankings represent 20 professors who have exhibited great influence in the areas of 

farm and food animal care and growth, according to the website’s blog. The website 

promotes farm animal veterinarians who help keep flocks and herds disease-free in order 

to produce better, healthier food sources. 

 

“I’m very honored to be included in a group of scientists and educators of this caliber,” 

Galyean said. “Although my name and picture might be highlighted, in reality, this 

recognition reflects more on the hard work and success of the students I’ve been 

privileged to work with over the years than it does on my own efforts.” 

 

In its ranking, Vet Tech Colleges noted Galyean’s research in beef cattle nutrition and 

management as well as his teaching and research in animal nutrition. He is the only 

professor from a university in Texas who was recognized. 

 

It is the second ranking Galyean earned this summer from Vet Tech Colleges. In June, the 

website named him one of the 20 Outstanding Animal Science Professors for his influence 

not only at Texas Tech but also at New Mexico State University and Texas A&M 

University. 

 

In addition to being the dean of the college, Galyean is a Horn Professor and the Thornton 

Chair of the Beef Cattle Nutrition and Management program in the Department of Animal 

and Food Sciences. Galyean, who earned his bachelor’s degree at New Mexico State and 

his master’s degree and doctorate at Oklahoma State University, has been on staff at Texas 

Tech since 1998. 

 

“When Dean Galyean was named a Paul Whitfield Horn Professor, it was a well-deserved 

recognition of his achievements as a scholar and teacher,” Texas Tech Provost Lawrence 

Schovanec said. “He continues to make significant contributions in these areas, in spite of 

his intensive administrative duties as dean. He is truly a role model for faculty and 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
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administrators at Texas Tech, and this honor speaks to his national and worldwide 

reputation.” 

 

Galyean has been recognized numerous times by the American Society of Animal Science 

(ASAS), earning the Young Scientist Award in 1998, the American Feed Industry 

Ruminant Nutrition Research Award in 1999 and the Animal Management Award in 2006. 

He has served as past president of the ASAS (2007-08) and editor-in-chief of the Journal 

of Animal Sciences (2002-05). He was named an ASAS fellow in 2010. 

 

He was honored in both 2004 and 2005 with the CASNR Outstanding Researcher Award 

and earned the President’s Academic Achievement Award in 2005. He has published more 

than 230 peer-reviewed journal articles. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Michael Galyean, dean, College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural 

Resources, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2808 or michael.galyean@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech University School of Law  

Announcing Public Service Graduation Requirement 

Texas Supreme Court Justice Eva Guzman  

will be among the featured speakers for the event. 

 

WHAT: The Texas Tech University School of Law will announce new public 

service requirements beginning with the Fall 2015 semester at a news 

conference.   

 

WHEN: 10 a.m. Monday (Aug. 31) 

 

WHERE: Hunt Courtroom, Texas Tech School of Law, 1802 Hartford Ave. 

 

EVENT:  New J.D. students entering the Texas Tech School of Law in or after Fall 

2015 must complete at least 30 hours of public service before graduation. 

At least 15 of those hours must be in the form of pro bono legal services, 

with the remaining 15 hours consisting of either pro bono legal service or 

non-legal community service. 

 

 Also, all full-time faculty will be required to perform at least 10 hours of 

public service each year. 

 

 Texas Supreme Court Justice Eva Guzman, who is a staunch supporter of 

legal assistance programs for the poor and serves as the Court’s liaison to 

the Texas Access to Justice Foundation and the Texas Access to Justice 

Commission, will be available to speak about the law school’s new 

initiative. 

 

Texas Tech law school dean Darby Dickerson also will be available to the 

media. Those requesting one-on-one interviews after the news conference 

should contact the law school. 

 

At noon, Guzman will speak in the Lanier Auditorium as the featured 

speaker for the Academy for Leadership in the Legal Profession, which 

provides students the tools necessary to lead in the legal profession, 

business and the community. 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.law.ttu.edu/


The news conference will be streamed live at the internet at this website. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Kari Abitbol, director of communications, Texas Tech School of Law,  
(806) 834-8591 or kari.abitbol@ttu.edu. 
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Bayer CropScience Seeds Innovation Center Ribbon Cutting Set for Sept. 2 

The new $16 million, 100,000-square-foot research facility will be Bayer’s focal point for 

its global cotton business operations and research efforts. 

 

WHAT: Ribbon cutting of the new Bayer CropScience Seeds Innovation Center   

 

WHEN: 10 a.m. Wednesday (Sept. 2) 

 

WHERE: Bayer CropScience Seeds Innovation Center, 3316 Ninth St. (north side of 

Marsha Sharp Freeway) 

 

WHO:  A ribbon cutting will be held for the opening of the new Bayer 

CropScience Seeds Innovation Center, a $16 million, 100,000-square-foot 

facility that will host the company’s global cotton business operations and 

facilities, including laboratories and a 50,000-square-foot greenhouse 

supporting its cotton, soybean and canola research. 

 

 The opening of the Seeds Innovation Center is another significant 

milestone in the long-term collaboration between Texas Tech and Bayer 

CropScience. One of the nation’s leading agricultural research companies, 

Bayer CropScience is dedicated to improving yields, protecting crops from 

disease and pests and maintaining a healthy environment through 

innovative solutions. 

 

 The Bayer CropScience Seeds Innovation Center is dedicated to 

enhancing and ensuring the growth of the cotton industry through various 

products and solutions. Lubbock serves as Bayer’s global cottonseed 

headquarters. Among the Bayer facilities around Lubbock are a seed 

processing plant and seed warehouse, quality control and research and 

development laboratories and a cotton breeding station. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
mailto:Jeffrey.Donald@bayer.com


Event speakers:  

 Texas Tech University System Chancellor Robert Duncan  

 Texas Tech University President M. Duane Nellis  

 Bayer CropScience president and CEO Jim Blome 

 Bayer CropScience global head of seeds Frank Terhorst 

 Bayer CropScience global head of R&D Adrian Percy 

 State Sen. Charles Perry  

  

 

 After the ribbon cutting, VIP, media and public tours of the new facility 

will be available. 

  

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

For more information about Bayer CropScience, visit the website or follow 

@Bayer4CropsUS on Twitter.  

 

About Bayer CropScience 

Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the fields of health care, 

agriculture and high-tech materials. Bayer CropScience, the subgroup of Bayer AG 

responsible for the agricultural business, has annual sales of EUR 9,494 million (2014) 

and is one of the world’s leading innovative crop science companies in the areas of seeds, 

crop protection and non-agricultural pest control. The company offers an outstanding 

range of products including high value seeds, innovative crop protection solutions based 

on chemical and biological modes of action as well as an extensive service backup for 

modern, sustainable agriculture. In the area of non-agricultural applications, Bayer 

CropScience has a broad portfolio of products and services to control pests from home 

and garden to forestry applications. The company has a global workforce of 23,100 and is 

represented in more than 120 countries. This and further news is available at: 

www.press.bayercropscience.com.  

 

CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications and 

Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-4129 or chris.cook@ttu.edu; Jeff Donald, 

external communications, Bayer CropScience, (919) 518-4234 or 

jeffrey.donald@bayer.com. 
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Chemical Engineering Professor Receives CPRIT Grant for Cancer Research 

The grant will fund a study examining drug resistance of certain cancer cells. 

 

Wei Li, an assistant professor in the Department of Chemical Engineering at Texas Tech 

University, has been awarded a grant from the Cancer Prevention and Research Institute 

of Texas (CPRIT) to study the drug resistance mechanism used by certain cancer cells. 

 

The grant, for $200,000, was one of 16 grants awarded under the High-Impact/High-Risk 

Research category totaling more than $3.1 million and one of 28 CPRIT grants totaling 

approximately $60 million. High-Impact/High-Risk grants are expected to bring about 

new insights and ideas into cancer diagnosis, treatment and prevention. 

 

“It is a high-risk, high-reward project, so to be honest, because the proposed approaches 

are so new and exciting, there will be a chance that we will not reach our research goal,” 

Li said. “It’s never easy to go directly to the results and have an exciting outcome in a 

very short time, but more realistically, by researching this important problem, we can 

have discoveries from it, and those discoveries can help us finally reach our goal.” 

 

The grant is for the two-year research project titled “Integrated On-Chip Networks for 

Investigating Exosome-Mediated Drug Expulsion,” which will examine the methods 

some cancer cells use to expel chemotherapeutic drugs. Li, along with colleague Jungkyu 

Kim, an assistant professor in the Department of Mechanical Engineering, hopes to 

develop a microchip using multiple cascading modules to investigate the mechanism of 

cellular drug expulsion and why certain combinations of chemotherapeutic and gene-

targeting drugs are more effective than traditional approaches. 

 

"I am very pleased and proud of Dr. Li,” Whitacre College of Engineering dean Al Sacco 

Jr. said. “As a young faculty member it takes courage to go after high-risk research. It is 

the kind of discovery research that leapfrogs existing approaches and can make a 

profound difference in the way we combat cancer. Additionally, the collaboration with 

Dr. Kim is exactly the kind of cooperation between complimented disciplines that can 

result in new and innovative therapies. This grant is good for Dr. Li, good for Texas Tech 

and good for the cancer research community." 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
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According to Li, recent studies have shown a certain subpopulation of cancer cells expel 

chemotherapeutic drugs using exosomes, which are extracellular compartments that use 

specialized transporters. But how exosomes work is still unclear as scientists know very 

little about the specific molecule contents either inside or attached to the exosome. 

 

This presents a challenge to cancer treatments, particularly with the more aggressive or 

advanced forms of cancer. Li said research has been limited by technical issues with 

molecular analysis of exosomes, the length of the process, large sample volumes, and that 

simplified models don’t accurately represent a cancer tumor’s complex network. 

 

“Our goal is to basically understand how these cells uptake the drugs and then how they 

use exosomes as cargo to get them out,” Li said. “Especially in cancer cells, they are 

doing that to develop a drug resistance.” 

 

Li hopes to increase the sensitivity and accuracy of drug-resistance testing while 

eliminating the limitations. 

 

Since 2009, CPRIT has awarded $1.33 billion in grants to Texas researchers, institutions 

and organizations in an effort to prevent and treat all forms of cancer. Grants are 

recommended by program review councils and approved by an oversight committee. 

Funding is provided through research, prevention and product development research 

programs. 

 

Grants provided by CPRIT have helped fund more than $2 million in educational, 

training, prevention and early detection services to all 254 counties in Texas. For more on 

CPRIT, visit its website. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Wei Li, assistant professor, Department of Chemical Engineering, 

Whitacre College of Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-2209, or 

wei.li@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech Hires New Police Chief 

Kyle Bonath has 25 years of experience in law enforcement. 

 

The Texas Tech University Police Department has selected Kyle Bonath as its new police 

chief after former chief Ronald Seacrist retired at the end of May.  

 

Bonath, an Iowa native and Texas Tech alumnus, will begin his new career as police chief 

in September after a 25-year career as a special agent for the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (FBI). Bonath earned both his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in business 

from Texas Tech. 

 

“It’s great to come back to Texas Tech and serve,” Bonath said. “It is an honor and 

privilege to be able to give back to the university. I’m looking forward to continuing the 

work of the Texas Tech Police Department, as they have a good reputation, meet with 

faculty and staff, open clear lines of communication and ultimately protect and serve the 

university.” 

 

During his time with the FBI, Bonath held a wide range of operational and leadership 

positions, such as managing all FBI investigations in the Eastern District of Oklahoma and 

serving as a manager for the FBI headquarters in the Financial Crimes Section and the 

Audit Unit of the Inspections Divisions. He also served as a special agent in Beaumont, 

Midland and Lubbock.  

 

Bonath retired from the FBI earlier this year and took a job with CenturyLink, serving as 

the lead security professional for corporate security before taking the police chief position 

with Texas Tech. 

 

“We are excited to welcome Mr. Bonath to our police force here at Texas Tech” President 

M. Duane Nellis said. “The safety and security of our students, faculty and staff are 

paramount at Texas Tech, and we are thankful for the strong, dedicated police force we 

have protecting us day and night. We are fortunate to have strong leadership and personnel 

with years of experience like Mr. Bonath that sustain a safe environment on the Texas 

Tech campus.” 

 

The Texas Tech Police Department has more than 50 commissioned police officers who 

patrol all Texas Tech properties in the city and county of Lubbock at all times. The police 

department also investigates cases, completes crime prevention surveys, conducts training 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
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and gives presentations to the Texas Tech and local communities about alcohol awareness, 

active shooter situations, basic crime prevention and other specialized topics.  

 

“We welcome Chief Bonath to Texas Tech and we know he will do a great job,” said 

Ronald Phillips, Texas Tech University Counsel. “He comes to us with tremendous 

experience following his tenure with the FBI and he has an understanding of the university 

community. Having received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Texas Tech, he is a 

proud Red Raider.” 

 

On the Texas Tech Police Department’s website, parents, students, faculty and staff can 

find different resources and tips for safety, including basic crime prevention, the annual 

Cleary report, daily crime logs, how to report a crime, programs and services and 

information about the blue phones around campus, a direct line to the Texas Tech Police 

Department.  

 

For emergencies, call 911 from any phone line and you will be connected to one of the 

dispatchers at the Communications Center at the police department on campus. The police 

department is always available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Ronald Phillips, university counsel, Office of the President, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 742-2121 or ronald.phillips@ttu.edu.  
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Texas Tech School of Law Hosting Inaugural Day of Service on Saturday 

The event allows first-year law students to earn public service hours toward the school’s 

new graduation requirement. 

 

 

WHAT:  The inaugural Texas Tech School of Law Day of Service 

 

WHEN: 9 a.m.-noon Saturday (Aug. 29) 

 

WHERE: Aztlan Park, First Street and Avenue K, Lubbock 

  

WHO:             The Texas Tech School of Law will hold its inaugural Day of Service 

event where law students will perform public service. First-year law 

students can earn credit toward the new departmental requirement under 

which all law students must perform 30 hours of public service prior to 

graduation.  

 

 The students will begin at Aztlan Park in East Lubbock and will help the 

city clean up trash and debris along the edges of the creek. 

 

 Meryl Benham, the associate director of pro bono projects for the School 

of Law, will be available to speak to the media during the event. Law 

school faculty and staff as well as attorneys from local legal service 

organizations also will be in attendance. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Kari Abitbol, director of communications, Texas Tech School of Law,  
(806) 834-8591 or kari.abitbol@ttu.edu. 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
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On 10th Anniversary of Katrina, Hurricane Research Team on Standby for Erika 

Researchers recall anniversary of deployment and changes made. 

 

Tropical Storm Erika is making waves as it heads toward the Florida coast. Forecasters 

predict the relatively “disorganized storm” to make landfall Monday, possibly as a 

Category 1 hurricane. It was ten years ago today (Aug. 28) that Katrina became a 

Category 5 hurricane. 

 

The Texas Tech University Hurricane Research Team (TTUHRT) is dedicated to 

mitigating the effects of landfalling hurricanes on life and property.  TTUHRT deployed 

a team of researchers to intercept Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Today another team is on 

standby, ready to travel to the region targeted by Erika. Upon arrival, the team would 

deploy 12 StickNet probes to gather storm data and provide status updates and pictures 

on Facebook and Twitter as time allows. 

 

The group will be led by Rich Krupar, who recently earned his doctorate through Texas 

Tech’s National Wind Institute (NWI). Krupar is accompanied by doctoral student James 

Duncan.  

 

“The location may change over the course of a day or two,” Krupar said. “So we will 

have to pay close attention to model trends and satellite observations as they come in.” 

 

The group also may be joined by Texas Tech alumnus Ian Giammanco, now an NWI 

adjunct research associate and research scientist at the Insurance Institute for Business 

and Home Safety in South Carolina. Giammanco was field coordinator for the TTUHRT 

deployed to intercept Hurricane Katrina. For the Louisiana native, the experience quickly 

became personal as Katrina made landfall. 

 

“In addition to coordinating our research efforts, I was also trying to make sure my 

family was alright,” Giamannco said. “The day before landfall, my aunt asked me if 

they’d have a house to come back to, and at the time my answer was ‘I don’t think so.’ 

But the storm’s slight shift eastward made the difference.”  

 

Since then, TTUHRT made improvements to its research technology. The StickNets 

replaced the WEMITE tower used to collect data during Katrina. 

 

mailto:karin.slyker@ttu.edu
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“The technology upgrade was contemplated previously, but Katrina underscored why it 

was necessary,” said John Schroeder, professor of atmospheric sciences and TTUHRT 

principal investigator. “We just needed more observations.” 

 

NWI also has a number of additional researchers with extensive experience studying 

hurricanes such as Rita, Katrina and Ike, and can speak as experts about various aspects 

of these devastating storms.  

 

John Schroeder, professor of atmospheric sciences, visited affected areas after both 

hurricanes Rita and Katrina to deploy instrumented towers that gather high-resolution 

storm data at a time when most conventional observation systems fail. Schroeder can 

offer insight into how hurricanes develop, move and react to various meteorological 

elements. He is an expert on hurricane winds and has been actively intercepting 

hurricanes since 1998.  

Schroeder can be reached at (806) 834-5678 or john.schroeder@ttu.edu.  

 

Daan Liang, assistant professor of construction engineering technology and interim 

director of NWI, used satellite images and aerial photos along with ground survey results 

to investigate building damage caused by Katrina. Liang used various probability models 

to study how the construction of buildings affects their vulnerability against severe 

windstorms. Recently, his research is focused on the advancement of remote sensing 

technology in documenting and assessing wind damage to residential structures.  

Liang can be reached at (806) 834-0383 or daan.liang@ttu.edu. 

 

Ernst Kiesling, research professor at NWI and executive director of the National Storm 

Shelter Association (NSSA), recommends homeowners who live above the flood plain 

in hurricane-prone areas buy a storm shelter for their home. As was seen in Houston 

preceding Rita, evacuations are stressful and expensive. They often put immense strain 

on traffic corridors, leading to traffic jams and – in the case of Houston – fatalities. By 

using in-home shelters, some families who are not required to evacuate can remain 

where they are and ease the traffic flow. However, Kiesling urges buyers to look for an 

NSSA seal when they buy a safe room for their home, because not all shelters are 

verified to be fully compliant with current standards for storm shelters and provide full 

protection from extreme winds. Kiesling has more than 35 years of experience in the 

design, standards-writing and quality control of storm shelters.  

Kiesling can be reached at (806) 834-1931 or ernst.kiesling@ttu.edu. 

 

Larry Tanner, research associate in civil engineering, completed a six-month 

investigation working with the Federal Emergency Management Agency mitigation 

assessment team on the wind damage to residential structures from Hurricane Ike in 

Texas and Louisiana. He also was a member of the FEMA mitigation assessment team 

that studied Hurricane Katrina. He led a team that recorded wind and water damage along 

the coastline in Louisiana and Mississippi. Much of the damage done by Katrina, he said, 

resulted from structures being built below the base flood elevation, or the elevation flood 

waters will rise during a 100-year storm event (meaning the storm only has a 1 percent 
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chance of happening in a year). 

Tanner can be reached at (806) 834-2320 or larry.tanner@ttu.edu. 

 

Bradley Ewing, professor of operations management in the Rawls College of Business, 

has studied the economic impact of hurricanes and tornadoes. He can speak to the impact 

of hurricanes and tornadoes in cities like Oklahoma City; Corpus Christi; Wilmington, 

North Carolina; Miami, Florida; and Nashville, Tennessee.  

Ewing can be reached at (806) 834-3939 or bradley.ewing@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech Receives First College Panhellenic Achievement Award 

The award was given to 22 universities nationwide. 

 

Texas Tech University’s Panhellenic Council recently received its first College 

Panhellenic Achievement Award for its activities during the 2014-15 academic year. The 

award was presented by the National Panhellenic Conference (NPC).  

 

“Receiving this award means we are moving in the right direction,” said Panhellenic 

Council president Nicki Dunn. “We have made bold changes in the past year by staying 

current with relevant issues and addressing common concerns related to programming, 

academics, leadership, safety and wellness. As leaders on campus, it is important for 

Panhellenic women to help engage our peers and the university in conversations about 

providing a positive student experience at Texas Tech.” 

 

The awards recognize 43 college Panhellenic associations nationwide with 21 schools 

receiving the excellence award and 22 receiving the achievement award. NPC has more 

than 672 U.S. and Canadian colleges and universities that make up its organization, but 

only the top-scoring college Panhellenics were recognized for either their excellence or 

achievements. 

 

College Panhellenics are student-managed cooperatives that include all sororities on a 

university campus. Texas Tech’s Panhellenic Council submitted reports and community 

updates to NPC throughout the year, enabling them to be considered for the award. Seven 

criteria were used by NPC to evaluate the groups, including academics, programming and 

community relations, which also are valued by a university campus.  

 

The Greek Task Force recently released its final report, making 39 recommendations for 

the improvement of Texas Tech’s Greek life is six areas. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Harriette Baker, panhellenic adviser, Fraternity & Sorority Life, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 742-5433 or harriette.baker@ttu.edu. 
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Whitacre College of Engineering Maddox Chairs Hosting Symposium of Scholars 

The symposium will feature nine members of the National Academy of Engineering, who 

will discuss the future of engineering and science research. 

 

The Whitacre College of Engineering at Texas Tech University will conduct a 

symposium with some of the top members of the National Academy of Engineering to 

discuss the future of engineering and science research. 

 

“A Symposium of Scholars” is scheduled for Sept. 3-4 and will honor Chau-Chyun Chen, 

a professor of chemical engineering, and Danny Reible, a professor of chemical and civil, 

environmental and construction engineering, who are the Jack and Donovan Maddox 

Chairs in Engineering.  

 

The symposium will be held 8:45 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Thursday (Sept. 3) and 7:45-11 

a.m. on Friday (Sept. 4) at the Texas Tech Student Union Building Ballroom. 

 

“This is a wonderful celebration with our Whitacre College of Engineering community of 

scholars,” said Al Sacco Jr., dean of the Whitacre College of Engineering. “We will bring 

some of the world’s most well-known and prolific scholars and industrial engineers here 

to Texas Tech University to celebrate with our community the contributions of the 

Maddox chairs, Danny Reible and Chau-Chyun Chen.” 

 

Nine members of the National Academy of Engineering (NAE) will comprise the panel, 

including university professors and some of the industry’s leading engineers. Among the 

panelists will be Fazle Hussain, the President’s Distinguished Chair in Engineering and 

Science in the Texas Tech Department of Mechanical Engineering. 

 

“This Symposium of Scholars is a wonderful extension of the benefits the foundation had 

hoped would develop from the establishment of the Jack and Donovan Maddox Chairs,” 

said Jim Maddox, president of the J. F Maddox Foundation. “The current chairs, Dr. 

Chau-Chyun Chen and Dr. Danny Reible, represent the level of academic and research 

achievement, past, present and future that was our goal in funding the endowments that 

support these chairs. We applaud the administration and Dr. Sacco for their continuing 

efforts to leverage these chairs to enhance both the reputation of Texas Tech on a national 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/me/


and international basis and add to the quality of educational experiences available to the 

Tech community.” 

 

Attendance for the symposium is free and open to the public. 

 

“To my knowledge, this is a first for such a knowledgeable group to assemble in such a 

symposium at any university within the United States,” Sacco said. “We are excited to 

hear what the world’s top scientists and engineers see as the direction of scientific and 

engineering research in the decades to come. We are honored the J. F Maddox 

Foundation has given Texas Tech University and the State of Texas this extraordinary 

opportunity.” 

 

About the panelists 

Fazle Hussain is the President’s Distinguished Chair in Engineering and Science in the 

Department of Mechanical Engineering at Texas Tech and a senior adviser to the 

president. He is a professor of chemical, mechanical and petroleum engineering with 

research interests in vortex dynamics, holography, flow noise and control, cardiovascular 

dynamics, modeling cancer growth and nanomedicine and nanotechnology.  

 

Charles T. Driscoll is a professor of environmental systems and a distinguished 

professor of civil and environmental engineering at Syracuse. His research focus is on 

environmental chemistry, biogeochemistry and water quality modeling with a focus on 

response by ecosystems to various disturbances. He is particularly interested in the 

effects of pollution on the environment around the Adirondack region in New York and 

New England. 

 

Davis L. Ford is an adjunct professor and environmental engineer at the University of 

Texas. In addition to lecturing throughout the United States, Europe, South America and 

Asia, Ford is the author of numerous technical papers, has co-authored 10 textbooks, 

written two biographies and one children’s book. He also has served as president of the 

American Academy of Environmental Engineers and chairman of the NAE Ethics 

Committee. 

 

Larry B. Evans is the chief executive officer and co-founder of Rive Technology, which 

promotes advanced technology for clean energy applications. He previously founded 

Aspen Technology, which provides software and solutions for chemical process 

manufacturing, and served as chairman and CEO of the company until 2002. Prior to that, 

he was a professor of engineering at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology from 

1962 to 1990. 

 

Liang-Shih Fan is a distinguished university professor and the C.J. Easton Professor of 

Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering at Ohio State University. He developed one of 

the leading clean-coal technologies in the United States – a chemical looping process for 

electricity, hydrogen, fuel and chemical production – as well as the Electrical 

Capacitance Volume Tomography, producing three-dimensional imaging of multiphase 

flows and reactor systems. 
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Michael Kavanaugh is a civil and chemical engineer and one of the country’s top 

consultants with more than 35 years of experience in the areas of water quality, water 

treatment and groundwater remediation. He has served as a testifying expert or fact 

witness on engineering and hydrogeologic issues regarding hazardous waste sites and 

other issues on more than 60 occasions. He also has served as mediator, arbitrator or on 

numerous mediation panels. 

 

Ralph Yang is the Dwight F. Benton Professor of Chemical Engineering at the 

University of Michigan. He served as the chair of chemical engineering at Michigan from 

1995 to 2000. His research focus is on gas adsorption, which is the adhesion of atoms, 

ions or molecules from a gas to a surface. He studies gas adsorption for the purpose of 

separation and purification as well as studying new adsorbent materials with the hope of 

synthesizing new sorbants. 

 

Richard G. Luthy is the Silas H. Palmer Professor of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering at Stanford University and a senior fellow in the Woods Institute for the 

Environment. He serves as the director of the Engineering Research Center for the 

National Science Foundation. His focus is on water quality, specifically the country’s 

urban water infrastructure to solve the pressing problems facing urban water systems, 

such as water shortage and vulnerability. 

 

Stanley Sandler is the H.B. DuPont Chair of Chemical Engineering at the University of 

Delaware who authored the popular “Chemical and Engineering Thermodynamics” 

textbook in 1977. He has also authored 10 other books and more than 300 scholarly 

articles. His areas of research include thermodynamics, statistical mechanics, 

computational quantum mechanics, phase equilibria, separation processes and 

biochemical separations. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Jim Kennedy, director of marketing and communications, Whitacre 

College of Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0893 or 

jim.kennedy@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:jim.kennedy@ttu.edu
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Clark Scholars Program Provides Research Experience for High School Students 
The program is an intensive, seven-week summer research program for highly qualified 

high school juniors and seniors. 
By Cara Vandergriff 

 
For many gifted high school students, it can be difficult to pursue advanced scholastic 
ideas and conduct high-level research within the limitations of high school curricula.  
 
Luckily for these students, the Honors College at Texas Tech University offers a program 
designed to allow exceptional juniors and seniors to break free from these restrictions and 
further explore their academic passions in a university-level research environment. 
Students have the unique chance to learn and grow with faculty members and students who 
are equally passionate about research.  
 
The Clark Scholars Program gives highly qualified high school students the opportunity to 
gain hands-on, practical research experience with the university’s faculty. The program, 
which lasts seven weeks, accepts juniors and seniors on a highly competitive basis and 
awards those selected with a $750 tax-free stipend as well as room and board. Students 
spend the duration of the program participating in intensive research environments in 
disciplines of their choice collaboratively with a faculty mentor. They also attend weekly 
seminars, discussions and field trips. 
 
The program’s commitment to individual learning, research and scholastic growth has 
made it a highly competitive and beneficial program that propels high school students 
toward success. Many Clark Scholars have gone on to attend Ivy League universities, win 
innovation awards, have their work published in scholarly journals and more.   
 
“The credit for this program goes to Bob Lawless, president emeritus, and John Burns, past 
provost and dean who initially engaged with the Clark Foundation,” said Michael San 
Francisco, dean of the Honors College. “Being involved with these outstanding young 
people since the program’s inception in 1992 has enriched my life immeasurably. Clark 
Scholars are academically peerless. However, a defining characteristic of most of them is 
their global perspective, their ability to work well with others and a sense of service.” 
 
The program was created by an endowment from the Anson L. Clark Foundation with the 
purpose of attracting gifted high school students from throughout the nation and allowing 
them the opportunity to work together with Texas Tech faculty in a research-intensive 
setting. Students of the program further develop their critical thinking abilities and career 
interests, and many continue to use their research experience to help frame their future 
career paths.  
 

https://www.depts.ttu.edu/honors/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/honors/academicsandenrichment/affiliatedandhighschool/clarks/


In the last 21 years, the Clark Scholars Program has brought more than 250 students from 
around the country to Texas Tech to involve themselves in what has become both a unique 
research opportunity and one of the most premiere educational experiences for pre-college 
students.  
 
Daniella Cohen, a student in this year’s program, said the research processes she’s learned 
taught her curiosity and determination can lead to astonishing results. 
 
“The Clark Scholars Program has challenged me intellectually beyond anything I have ever 
experienced before,” Cohen said. “I’ve learned that creative solutions are born at the 
intersection of multiple fields of study. I’m grateful my mentors and this program have 
provided me with the tools to put my ideas to the test.” 
 
The mentors who work with the Clark Scholars each year are Texas Tech and Health 
Sciences Center professors who are chosen based on that year’s selected student scholars 
and their individual areas of interest. Each student is assigned to a faculty member whose 
expertise complements their area of interest, and the faculty member serves as a mentor to 
the student’s research throughout the seven-week program.  
 
Changzhi Li, a Clark Scholars mentor and professor of electrical and computer 
engineering, said he is consistently impressed with the program’s students each year. 
 
“I’ve always been amazed by the high level of intelligence and solid scientific background 
of the Clark Scholars,” Li said. “Unless one can closely work with a Clark Scholar for a 
few weeks, it would be difficult to imagine how bright and energetic these young people 
are. I’ve greatly enjoyed every moment spent with the scholars.” 
 
Admission to the program is increasingly competitive. Applicants are selected on the basis 
of academic accomplishments, career objectives and teacher recommendations. In recent 
years, the program has received between 350 and 400 applications per year from students 
across the country and world. Only 12 scholars are selected each year. Application 
information for the Summer 2016 program will be available in December at 
www.clarkscholars.ttu.edu.  
 
Students selected to participate in the program will receive a unique educational experience 
unlike what they’re familiar with in their high schools. 2015 Clark Scholar Cathy Wang 
said this is the main reason she applied for the program. 
 
“I wanted to gain research experience and explore biochemistry at a deeper and more 
investigative level than high school curriculum would allow,” Wang said. “I’ve definitely 
learned a lot and have gotten to know so many inspirational people, both peers and 
mentors.” 
 
2015 Clark Scholar Robert Henning chose to apply for a similar reason and said the 
program has been helpful in enriching both academic experience and college lifestyle 
experience. 
 
“I chose to apply to the Clark Scholars Program because it offered university-level 
research experience and training for a wide variety of fields. The program is fantastic for 

http://www.ttuhsc.edu/
http://www.ttuhsc.edu/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ece/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ece/
http://www.clarkscholars.ttu.edu/
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slowly getting introduced to the college lifestyle while challenging oneself with academic 
research,” Henning said.  
 
Though the program revolves around research and studying, Henning said being able to 
explore personal academic interests while being surrounded by students much like himself 
has made the program fun as well. 
 
“I’ve had a fantastic time at the Clark Scholars Program. The chance to do work on my 
project while under the mentorship of awesome faculty has made this my best summer 
experience yet,” Henning said. 
 
Though the program’s duration is just seven weeks, many faculty members have found the 
Clark Scholars continue to pursue their research projects and keep in touch with program 
friends and mentors long after the summer ends. 
 
Wayne Lewis, a long-time Clark Scholar mentor and selection committee member and 
professor of mathematics and statistics, said many of his students have used their work in 
the program for later successful projects, and several have stayed in contact with him for 
years after completion of the program. 
 
“Many students have kept in touch with me during their later career, letting me know how 
they are doing and inquiring about things here and the present Clark Scholars,” Lewis said. 
 
The combination of devoted research, personal academic interests, experienced faculty 
mentors and gifted students makes the Clark Scholars Program an invaluable experience in 
which any high school student wishing to advance their academic career should strive to 
participate.   
 
“The Clark Scholars Program is one of the most rewarding things I have been involved 
with, both for the student as well as the mentor,” Lewis said. “The students are very bright, 
enthusiastic, full of questions and ideas and willing to work. It is a very rewarding 
experience for all involved.”  
 
For more information on the Clark Scholars Program, visit www.clarkscholars.ttu.edu.  

   
 
 

 
 

http://www.math.ttu.edu/
http://www.clarkscholars.ttu.edu/
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Design Research Shows Physical Layout of Room May Contribute to Patient Falls 
Debajyoti Pati and a team of engineers, architects and nurses used motion capture 
technology to test how the design of a hospital room puts elderly patients at risk.  

By Heidi Toth 
 
A study led by a Texas Tech University design professor found multiple ways hospitals 
could redesign patient rooms to reduce falling among elderly patients. 
 
Debajyoti Pati, who teaches environmental design in the College of Human Sciences, was 
the principal investigator on a grant funded in part by the National Patient Safety 
Foundation (NPSF). He wanted to look at how interior design could make the environment 
safer for elderly people, so he explored techniques in nursing, sports science, engineering 
and architectural research for ideas on how to study patient falls without actually having 
patients fall. 
 
The proposal sent to NPSF included a collaboration between James Yang, a professor of 
mechanical engineering at Texas Tech; Aimee Cloutier, Yang’s research assistant; 
Shabboo Valipoor, Pati’s research assistant; health care design firm HKS Architects in 
Dallas; and Covenant Health’s falls committee. 
 
“Millions of families and thousands of hospitals are affected each year by falls, both here 
in the United States and throughout the world,” Pati said. “Stakeholders across the board 
wanted to know how hospitals can be designed to reduce falls, but the answers were not 
available, barring a few areas such as flooring.” 
 
An independent committee of experts chose Pati’s research from among 87 submissions 
because of multiple criteria, such as innovation, creativity, potential impact on the patient 
safety field, relevance to the organization’s patient safety priorities and its inclusion of 
other disciplines.  
 
“A major factor in the selection of Dr. Pati’s research for grant funding was the project’s 
originality and use of innovative methods to provide new insight into a common and 
pervasive patient safety concern: patient falls in hospitals,” said Dr. Tejal K. Gandhi, 
president and CEO of NPSF. “Although numerous studies have examined the factors 
associated with patient falls and strategies for preventing them, few, if any, existing studies 
have used the type of approach employed in Dr. Pati’s research.”   
 
Research 
The first step was creating likely fall scenarios. The Covenant falls committee surveyed 
industry data and used their experiences working with patients to create several individual 
scenarios for falls, and the design team put these together in a worst-case-scenario script. 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/


Working with HKS, Pati and his team created a space representing a typical hospital room 
and bathroom, then had people interact with this environment in the same way a hospital 
patient would. The participants were protected from actually falling, but motion capture 
technology recorded their movements as they started to fall and predicted how they would 
keep falling. 
 
Cloutier, who is working on a doctorate in mechanical engineering, said motion capture 
records precise information about the body’s movement. A series of infrared cameras 
capture light from small reflective markers placed on the body, which target the underlying 
joint locations. When at least three cameras record that marker, its position can be 
recorded. 
 
In this study, the team used motion capture to gather information about the smoothness of 
the participants’ movements while performing common tasks within the hospital bathroom 
and around the hospital bed. It was expected a potential fall would be preceded by 
unsmooth movement, allowing the team to identify physical design elements that might 
contribute to patient falls. 
 
Findings 
The group found these falls frequently happened as elderly people were going from the 
room to an attached bathroom and needed to maneuver around objects to get there. They 
were more likely to fall doing certain types of movement, such as pulling, pushing or 
turning. Many of the suggested solutions involved renovating hospital rooms and 
bathrooms or at least altering a number of elements in a room, including doors, the toilet 
bowl, IV pole and the location of grab bars. 
 
However, hospitals may be able to remove non-fixed obstacles around the bed or on the 
path to the bathroom. 
 
“Physical objects patients unnecessarily need to push or pull or navigate around is an 
important source of potential falls,” he said. 
 
The IV pole, a common site in any hospital room, is a different story. It played a larger role 
than expected in falls. The best way around that, Pati said, is for elderly patients to simply 
not go to the bathroom alone. Many hospitals already are taking steps so nurses and 
assistants visit patients more frequently and can help patients move. 
 
This research, no matter how broadly the findings are implemented, won’t get rid of falls, 
Pati said, as the physical design of the room is only one factor that contributes to elderly 
people falling. However, it does point out a few ways, some simple, some that require 
renovation, hospitals, nursing homes and home health care providers can take to reduce the 
number of falls to which the environment contributes.   
 
The next step, now that they’ve identified one of the problems, is to test the possible 
solutions this study suggested. 
 
The paper received an award from the American Society for Mechanical Engineers for its 
methodology in including motion capture technology to solve the problem, and Cloutier 
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was in Boston earlier this month to present the paper at the ASME International Design 
Engineering Technical Conference.  
 
About Debajyoti Pati 
Pati is a professor of environmental design at Texas Tech University. For more than a 
decade he has studied the association between the physical design of health care settings 
and safety, efficiency and quality of care.  
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Fact Sheet 
 
By Glenys Young 
 
Kinetic Accelerator, Innovated by Texas Tech  
 
Kinetic Accelerator, Innovated by Texas Tech aims to accelerate entrepreneurial ideas into 
the world. Its goal is to launch startups and discover licensing opportunities based on 
innovative and world-changing technologies developed in research labs at Texas Tech as 
well as those at NASA and Crane Naval Labs. 
 
By combining cutting edge innovation with entrepreneurs, mentors and an intensive Lean 
Startup curriculum, Kinetic launches technology from the lab to the market. 
 
Over the course of four months, participating teams of students and entrepreneurs work 
alongside inventors and mentors to commercialize a selected technology in hopes a startup 
or licensing opportunity can be borne. Each spring, Demo Day marks the program’s 
conclusion and teams are given an opportunity to pitch ideas to an audience of angel 
investors, venture capitalists and business leaders. 
 
Kinetic is open to anybody who wishes to apply. Those who have caught the 
entrepreneurial bug and have a driving spirit to pave their own way are encouraged to visit 
the website to apply. Questions about the program may be submitted via email. 
 
Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer 
(STTR) Program 
 
The SBIR/STTR program provides funds for early-stage research and development at 
small U.S. businesses.  
 
Successful projects should provide evidence of a commercially viable product, process, 
device or system and/or meet an important social or economic need. Projects should have a 
high potential for commercial payback and a high degree of technical risk. 
 
The program is designed to stimulate technological innovation by small U.S. businesses, 
strengthen the role of small businesses in meeting federal research and development needs, 
increase private-sector commercialization of innovations derived from federal research and 
development funding and foster and encourage participation in innovation and 
entrepreneurship by socially and economically disadvantaged persons. 
 
Find more information at the website. 
 
Office of the Vice President for Research    
169 Administration Building 

http://www.kineticaccelerator.com/
mailto:info@kineticaccelerator.com
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/SBIR-STTR.php


http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/ 
(806) 742-3904 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/
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Fact Sheet 
 
By Glenys Young 
 
Texas Tech University 
 
A new era of excellence is dawning at Texas Tech University as it stands on the cusp of 
being one of the nation’s premier research institutions. 
 
Research and enrollment numbers are at record levels. Texas Tech’s total research 
expenditures topped $150 million in 2014. Fall enrollment for 2014 eclipsed that of the 
previous fall with 35,158 students. Numbers like that cement Texas Tech’s commitment to 
attracting and retaining quality students. The university strives to foster an environment 
that celebrates student accomplishment above all else. Texas Tech is large enough to 
provide the best in facilities and academics, but small enough to focus on each student 
individually. 
 
Quality students need a top-notch faculty. Texas Tech is home to a diverse, highly revered 
pool of educators who excel in teaching, research and service. In 2013, 10 faculty members 
were awarded grants from the Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program, the most of any research 
university in the nation. Through the Fulbright program, educators are bestowed the 
opportunity to work side-by-side with researchers around the world promoting educational 
collaboration. 

 
At a glance: 
President: M. Duane Nellis, Ph.D. 
Location: Lubbock, Texas 
Founded: 1923 
 
10 Colleges:  
Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources, Architecture, Arts & Sciences, Rawls College 
of Business Administration, Education, Whitacre College of Engineering, Honors, Human 
Sciences, Media & Communication, Visual and Performing Arts  
 
Graduate and Professional Schools:  
Graduate School, School of Law 
 
Degrees:  
150 undergraduate, 100 master’s and 50 doctoral 
 
Texas Tech University  
2500 Broadway  
www.ttu.edu   
 (806) 742-2011 

http://www.ttu.edu/
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Goin’ Band Begins Bone Marrow Contest with Registration Drive 
Texas Tech will compete with Baylor for five weeks to increase the number of bone 

marrow donors on a national registry. 
By Cara Vandergriff 

 
Texas Tech University’s Goin’ Band from Raiderland began its month-long bone marrow 
registration contest, Banding Together to Be the Match, with a registration drive event 
Friday in the Student Union Building.  
 
The kickoff event served as a time for band members and Texas Tech students and faculty 
to register as potential donors with the national bone marrow registry Be the Match. A 
display with the story of Gage Klein, a 12-year-old with Fanconi anemia who has become 
the face of the Goin’ Band’s drive, was exhibited at the event to promote the importance 
of bone marrow donors.   
 
Anita Gonzales, community event representative for Cook Children’s Health Care System 
in Fort Worth, said Friday’s event had a great turnout among band members and Texas 
Tech students alike.  
 
“It was a fantastic drive,” Gonzales said. “The kids were excited – not just about the 
contest, but about making a difference. It made them feel like they’re helping out the 
community.” 
 
Goin’ Band director Duane Hill said the band has already received a lot of interest in the 
contest and cause from the Lubbock and Texas Tech communities.  
 
“It’s great that our students get the opportunity to do something that is of service to the 
community, but at the same time is competitive, which these kids are very accustomed to,” 
Hill said. “In a short period of time, we’ve already had a lot of interest in the contest and I 
think it’s great.” 
 
The Goin’ Band will be competing with Baylor University for the next five weeks to 
increase the number of potential bone marrow donors on Be the Match. Potential donors 
can register at www.bethematch.org anytime from Aug. 28 to Oct. 3, when the winner will 
be announced at halftime of the Texas Tech vs. Baylor game at AT&T Stadium in 
Arlington. Registrants should include the promo code “ttuband” to give the Goin’ Band 
credit for their registration.  
 
Texas Tech student and Goin’ Band member Vince Rodriguez said he looks forward to 
having the opportunity to save a life, and hopes the competitive aspect of the drive will 
encourage more students to register. 
 

http://www.orgs.ttu.edu/goinband/
http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2015/08/goin-band-joins-baylor-in-bone-marrow-registration-contest
http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2015/08/goin-band-joins-baylor-in-bone-marrow-registration-contest
http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2015/08/wanted-healthy-bone-marrow-another-shot-at-motocross
http://www.bethematch.org/


“I’m really excited about the drive because, in the event that I am a match for one of these 
patients, I would be so glad to be able to make a difference in somebody else’s life,” 
Rodriguez said. “The Goin’ Band is very charitable. Being a part of this means a lot to us 
because it’s such a small time commitment, but it can have a huge outcome.” 
 

Lubbock and Texas Tech community members will have the opportunity to register on 
Sept. 30 and Oct. 1 at the Student Union Building. Registration will take place from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Sept. 30 in the Canyon Room and from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 1 in the Lubbock 
Room. 
 
Registered donors must be between 18 and 44 years old and in generally good health. 
Participants will provide DNA samples by having their cheeks swabbed before being 
added to the registry. 
 
To keep up with the drive, follow the Goin’ Band on Twitter and Facebook. Learn more 
about Gage and follow his progress on Facebook. 
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Duane Hill, associate director of bands, School of Music, College of 
Visual & Performing Arts, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5107 or 
duane.hill@ttu.edu or Anita Gonzales, community event representative, Cook 
Children’s Health Care System, (915) 422-4455 or anita.gonzales@cookchildrens.org.  
 
 

https://twitter.com/TTUGoinBand
https://www.facebook.com/goinbandnation
http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2015/08/wanted-healthy-bone-marrow-another-shot-at-motocross
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1431154817135251/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:duane.hill@ttu.edu
mailto:anita.gonzales@cookchildrens.org
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How Close is Too Close? Therapist Discusses Parental Involvement in College 
Klinton Hobbs said parents should offer advice and support to their children in college, but 

not do the work for them. 
By Heidi Toth 

 
The first semester of college for most students is their first time away from home, their 
first opportunity to make all of their own choices, their first taste of freedom. It can be 
exhilarating for students who are ready for it and difficult or catastrophic for teenagers who 
never learned discipline, self-motivation or how to recover from failure, sometimes 
because well-meaning parents did too much to make life easy for their children. 
 
Klinton Hobbs, an assistant director of the Student Counseling Center at Texas Tech 
University, spoke about the hazards of parents doing too much for their children. While the 
initial outcomes may be good – a 4.0 GPA in high school, getting into college – students 
whose paths to college have been motivated or eased entirely by their parents can find 
themselves unable to cope with problems resulting from living independently. 
 
This trend, known as overparenting, is rising to the surface as colleges admit young adults 
who have excellent resumes but arrive on campus without the ability to take care of 
themselves emotionally or push themselves to go to class, get good grades or get enough 
sleep. Parents focus so much on ensuring success that their children are never taught to 
cope with failure, or have held and may continue to hold children to such high standards 
that any setback is seen as failure. 
 
“It’s kind of the difference between process and outcome,” Hobbs said. “The process is 
allowing your child to stumble and fall before they get to college so they know how to pick 
themselves back up, whereas the outcome is straight As and a 4.0. 
 
“When you’re not that sole source of accountability for your child, they may not come into 
college with a 4.0. But they may know what to do if they get into trouble. Sometimes 
students get here and don’t know how to take care of themselves.” 
 
The perils of freedom and parents paying for tuition 
Students whose parents are overly involved in their decision-making often respond in one 
of two ways when they get to college, Hobbs said. Some try to maintain the overparenting 
relationship, calling and texting daily and relying on their parents to make their decisions 
for them from hundreds of miles away. Over time that doesn’t fit as well. 
 
The other extreme is students who, for the first time, don’t have a bedtime or anyone 
making them attend class or do homework, so they don’t. Without the external 
accountability from their parents, they often get behind on coursework and can get failing 
grades.  

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/scc/


 
“A lot of times it’s a shock for students when they get to college and have so much more 
freedom,” he said.  
 
Students who never endured failure up to this point may become overwhelmed and not 
able to get out of the rut, thus exacerbating the problem.  
 
Who pays for college can contribute to overparenting as well. This trend appeared to 
increase after the recession in 2007 and 2008. Hobbs said he noticed some parents who 
may have been on a tighter budget than before felt more pressure to have their child enter 
college, succeed and “get their money’s worth.” 
 
This line of thinking, although logical to the parent, can put significant pressure on a 
student. Hobbs spoke with a student whose father offered pay for college if his child 
majored in engineering. The child did, but discovered he didn’t like the work. He liked 
theatre arts, but if he changed his major he’d be paying for college himself. 
 
Parents who pay for school may feel entitled to monitor their child’s grades online or 
intervene with professors. Children who have been overparented tend to accept this. 
 
“You really can’t overestimate the sense of obligation created by a parent paying for 
school,” he said.  
 
These tendencies generally come from a good place, Hobbs said. Parents think if their 
child gets into a good college and get a good degree he’ll get a good job after college and 
his parents won’t have to worry about him. Especially during the recession, parents may 
have felt the stakes were high and their child needed to do well. 
 
A parent being this invested in a good outcome leads the child to feel even more guilt or 
anxiety about the situation. They may be afraid to tell mom or dad they failed a test, which 
can lead to a failing or lower grade. This may lead to less healthy ways of coping, such as 
ignoring the problem, substance abuse or no longer attending class, which causes a 
difficult situation to spiral. Many parents feel betrayed and angry when they hear this 
news.  
 
Finding the right amount of parenting 
The best time to prepare a child to succeed in college is years before he or she actually gets 
to college. Hobbs said parents of a freshman in high school should be firm and flexible, 
letting him make his own decisions wherever possible. Yes, he said, this will mean he may 
make some decisions with which his parents don’t agree, but letting him make them and 
then experience the consequences helps the student learn to make better decisions on his 
own down the line. 
 
“The challenge for a parent is to be able to watch and support your student even if they 
make mistakes and allow them to make those mistakes,” Hobbs said. 
 
Parents should talk to their children, give advice and offer support, but not make the 
decisions for them. They should be careful about making all decisions for the child without 
any input. They also should not remove the consequences of those mistakes once made. 
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Teenagers must understand the consequences of not doing homework are failing a test or 
class, not being able to play sports or seeing their GPA take a hit.  
 
For parents who want their child to get into a good college and get scholarships, this can be 
difficult, Hobbs admitted. However, to be successful in college, children must be able to 
motivate themselves and pick themselves up after a setback.  
 
“We learn from consequences, and if parents step in and remove those consequences no 
lessons are learned,” he said. 
 
Once their child starts college, parents should continue offering advice and support. Stay in 
contact, Hobbs, advised, but not with daily phone calls. Be aware of the resources Texas 
Tech offers – free tutoring, group and individual counseling, career advice – and direct 
struggling students to those resources. It should stop there, though. If a child is failing 
classes, his parents may suggest getting a tutor or cutting back on hours at work. Parents 
shouldn’t call the tutoring center and set up an appointment or call their child’s boss to 
rearrange the schedule. 
 
He also said parents need to monitor their emotional reactions when children call with bad 
news. They are more likely to ask for help if they know they can talk to their parents 
openly.  
 
Parents, roommates and friends should watch for drastic changes in indicative of 
depression or other mental illness, which often presents for the first time in young adults. 
At that point, take action. 
 
“If you’re ever worried about your child’s safety, absolutely ask about it,” he said. 
 
Sidebar: What students should do 

• Go to every class. You may still fall behind, but you’ll know when office hours are, 
how to find the teaching assistant, test dates and possible extra credit opportunities. 

• Go home no more than once a month. If possible, freshmen should wait until 
Thanksgiving to go home. 

• Replace half the pictures of home and family with pictures of Lubbock and Texas 
Tech friends and events. 

• Ask for help, for you or someone else, if you see signs of depression or mental 
illness. 

 
 
Sidebar: Signs of mental illness 

• Changes in behavior 
• Social media posts indicating unresolved sadness or other issues 
• Avoiding friends and social activities 
• Excessive worrying or fear 
• Not being able to shake a feeling of sadness (for about two weeks) 



• Substance abuse 
• Changes in eating habits 
• Talk of suicide 
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Midland Oil Executive Loans Ansel Adams Collection to Museum 
David H. Arrington’s collection includes more than 650 prints from the world-famous 

nature photographer. 
By Heidi Toth 

 
In 1927, Ansel Adams took a photograph of the face of Half Dome at Yosemite National 
Park. He titled it “Monolith, the Face of Half Dome.” 
 
This image was the world-famous photographer’s first successful attempt at pre-
visualization – see in the mind’s eye what the final print should look like and adjusting the 
process accordingly. 
 
It was also the first print in what is now the largest private collection of Ansel Adams 
photography in the world. Owner David H. Arrington, a Midland oil executive and Texas 
Tech University alumnus, bought the image early in his career, in part because in the 
image he sees all the failed attempts that led to this one beautiful success. 
 
“That this is an example of his first successful attempt at his idea only means he kept 
trying until he got what his idea was,” Arrington said. 
 
Starting Aug. 14, Arrington’s collection will be on display at the Museum of Texas Tech 
University. The collection includes more than 650 prints and correspondence between 
Adams and Edwin Land, the inventor of the Polaroid camera. Arrington, who is on the 
board of directors for the Texas Tech Foundation, even has Polaroid pictures of Adams and 
Land and their wives on vacation.  
 
The art of Ansel Adams 
Arrington started taking pictures as a teenager, and in his desire to become better, he found 
books on photography authored by Adams. The nature photographer wrote about the 
technical aspects of his trade, hitting on lenses, cameras, film type and prints. 
 
In one of these books, Arrington discovered pre-visualization. The idea is for the 
photographer to see in his mind’s eye what he wants the picture to look like, including the 
angle, shadows, color and more. With the final image in mind, the photographer can take 
the necessary steps to get that image, adjusting where he stands, what lens he uses, how 
much light he allows in and how he will develop that film in the darkroom. Every step 
goes into that visualization. 
 
With such effort going into creating the perfect image, it’s no wonder Adams looks at 
photography as an art form. Although Adams was not the only photographer making art 
instead of a record, he was one of the first champions of that movement. 
 



“For a long time photography was only a recording device,” Arrington said “It was not 
viewed as art, as you and I now view it today. 
 
“He really kind of took it to the next level and made it popular. He brought it into the 21st 
century with vigor.” 
 
Art, however, was more expensive, so despite an early love for Adams’ work, Arrington 
didn’t buy his first image until he was in his late 20s. He picked “Monolith” on purpose, 
appreciating the reminder that success usually is preceded by a lot of failure. 
 
As his oil business grew, so did his collection. Without quite intending to, he became a 
collector. 
 
“I didn’t really set out to obtain the largest collection in the world, I just did it,” Arrington 
said. “I did it out of passion rather than out of intention.” 
  
He now has 656 images, plus the coffee cans, correspondence and Polaroids. Besides 
“Monolith,” of which he has a couple of prints, he also owns four prints of Adams’ most 
well-known image “Moonrise, Hernandez, New Mexico,” including the first image Adams 
printed and the second one he gave to his wife. 
 
Arrington is always on the lookout for new images as well. It helps that he’s the largest 
private collector in the world, so he generally gets the first phone call when an Ansel 
Adams piece pops up. The artist himself has helped him out as well. 
 
“He was so prolific that I am still amazed, after 20-something years of collecting, that I 
still, on a regular basis, see images I’ve never seen before,” he said. “It’s got to be finite, 
but I haven’t found that point yet.” 
 
An oil man in the photography business 
Arrington got his first camera when he was in junior high school in Dallas. He took 
pictures and read books, learning lessons from the greats.  
 
When he came to Texas Tech in 1979, he majored in finance but made something of a 
name for himself behind the camera. He took group shots of fraternities and sororities, the 
band and the football team.  
 
In 1980 he was standing on top of the press box when Texas Tech beat Texas 24-21 and he 
took a picture of the scoreboard. He spent the weekend making 5-by-7 prints of that image, 
and on Monday sold them to anyone who was interested. The city boy bought his first 
cowboy boots with the money he made. 
 
“I’m a photographer trapped in an oil man’s body,” he joked. 
 
After graduating in 1983 he moved to the Permian Basin and started as an independent oil 
producer. Now he wears boots every day and instead of watching football games from atop 
the press box, he has a luxury suite to enjoy the games. He still takes pictures, although he 
has no plans to introduce a David Arrington collection to the public. 
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Art collecting isn’t uncommon in his line of work, Arrington said, though admittedly his 
collection is larger in scope than that of many of his friends. Some collect Adams photos as 
well, while others collect photos from Frederic Remington or paintings from Claude Monet 
or Pablo Picasso. 
 
Arrington has no plans to branch out. 
 
“I appreciate a lot about Ansel Adams,” he said. “He’s just my favorite.” 
 
Sharing the wealth 
Arrington’s collection has criss-crossed the United States and gone overseas a few times. 
He realized one day other people should get to experience his collection as well, so he 
started loaning it out to museums and galleries. It’s been all over the world, he said. 
 
Now it’s coming down the road just a little bit. 
 
“For this venue it’s because I’m a Red Raider and I want to give back,” he said.  
 
About 100 pieces from his collection will be open to the public at the Museum of Texas 
Tech University. Admission to the museum is free. Arrington will be at the museum for an 
opening day event at 6:30 p.m. Aug. 14 and will talk about his collection and his 
appreciation for Adams.  
 
He’ll return a few days later both for Texas Tech’s home football opener against Sam 
Houston State University (his wife’s alma mater) and to drop off his son, D.J. Arrington, 
who starts at Texas Tech this year.  
 
“It’s my privilege to help with this,” he said. 
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Rawls College Hosts Inaugural Diversity Symposium 
Ken Bouyer from Ernst & Young presented the keynote speech. 

By Emily Gardner 
   
There’s power in difference, Ken Bouyer, Americas director of inclusiveness recruiting at 
Ernst & Young, said in his keynote speech as part of the second day of the Rawls Diversity 
Symposium. The speech was followed by a reception where students, faculty and staff 
discussed the lecture. 
 
The School of Accounting at Rawls College of Business partnered with the Division of 
Institutional Diversity, Equity & Community Engagement to host the inaugural Rawls 
Diversity Symposium, an event from Aug. 26-28 with guest speakers and panels.  
 
“The Rawls College firmly believes that business organizations have taken a leadership 
role in setting the stage for progressive thinking, inclusiveness and promotion of diversity 
within society,” said John Masselli, a Haskell Taylor professor of taxation. “The 
accounting profession, in particular the 10 largest international accounting firms, has 
consistently been a standard bearer for developing and implementing strategies designed to 
promote diversity.”  
 
Ernst & Young is one of the Big Four accounting firms, and the firm recruits Rawls 
College students, Masselli said. Bouyer was chosen as the keynote speaker because of the 
firm’s commitment to diversity and their support toward the School of Accounting. 
 
Bouyer, who gave a speech called “Achieving Competitive Advantage through Diversity, 
Inclusiveness and Global Mindset,” started working for Ernst & Young on Oct. 1, 1990. 
He started his speech by comparing his first day at the firm to a book he read called “A 
Peacock in the Land of Penguins.” He discussed losing his feathers and putting a penguin 
suit on, while losing who he was for a job. 
 
“Everything about me at the firm, I was questioning,” Bouyer said. “The good news, I have 
a great mentor who pulled me aside and basically said ‘Ken, we hired you to be a 
peacock.’ He didn’t say those words, but that was the message. And really from that point 
forward things changed for me. I began to be more like me. So 25 years later I’ve had an 
amazing run at the firm. I give a lot of credit to the people in the firm who recognized my 
value and difference. 
 
“Most of us, at one point or another has been the peacock on Penguin Island. Think about 
the emotions and feelings you went through when making that transition. Diversity’s a lot 
like that. There’s power in difference. Difference is a really good thing.” 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/about/diversity/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/about/diversity/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/about/accounting/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/


Bouyer challenged people to start preparing now for the diversity, inclusion and global 
mindset in the business world. He shared an approach Ernst & Young uses that classifies 
diversity in categories ranging from thought and perspective to generational differences to 
disabilities, while describing how complex the situation really is and how important it is to 
cultivate differences in people. One example is the invention of the iPod. 
 
“When we talk about you bringing who you are to the workplace, it’s so important that you 
bring your authentic self and your ideas,” he said. “That’s what we need at the firm 
because that’s how you get better. Without your different perspective, we still have the 
Sony Walkman. That’s the power of diversity of thought and perspective.” 
 
Inclusive leaders are needed to create an open dialogue and allow employees to share their 
ideas, Bouyer said, and the classroom and university level is an important learning 
experience when professors act as the leaders and facilitate the discussion and students feel 
comfortable with who they are and the ideas they have. It also is important for students to 
interact with people during group projects, especially in regard to a global mindset. 
 
Bouyer offered other advice, including: being your authentic self; getting comfortable 
being uncomfortable; immersing oneself in a culture and understanding cultural 
differences; being ready to deal with other cultures in business deals; and recognizing bias 
and pausing to challenge that bias by having conversations and asking questions. 
 
“Have real conversations, ask questions about why people celebrate certain holidays or not, 
why they are a vegetarian or not,” Bouyer said. “Learn something. Here’s a very safe 
environment to do that. On campus in your classrooms is a very safe place to do it. What’s 
not safe is when you work with Dubai, spend time with a client and realize your bias or 
lack of knowledge or understanding about a culture almost blew a deal. 
 
“Right now, at this moment and going forward, have real conversations with each other. 
Be respectful, but have real conversations. That’s how you begin to develop a global 
mindset.” 
 
The first day of the symposium was a movie presentation of “The Imitation Game,” and 
the third day involved faculty development breakout sessions, a meet and greet, and guest 
speakers Hansel Burley, professor of educational psychology at Texas Tech, who talked 
about “Multicultural Competence on College Campuses: The Research of H. Sarraj” and 
Leslie Ashburn-Nardo, associate professor in psychology at Indiana University and Purdue 
University – Indianapolis, on “What can allies and organizations do to reduce 
discrimination?”  
 
There also was a panel discussion about the themes from “The Imitation Game” moderated 
by Shannon Rinaldo, an associate professor in marketing. Ashburn-Nardo and several 
Texas Tech faculty members, including Masselli; Kelli Frias, assistant professor of 
marketing; and Ron Milam, associate professor of history, sat on the panel. 
 
The concept of the symposium began with ideas from Rawls professors and directors, 
including Masselli; Rinaldo; Jason Rinaldo, senior director of assessment; Robert Ricketts, 
Frank M. Burke chair in taxation and accounting department head; and Archie Pitsilides, 
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director of grants and outreach, as part of a diversity grant proposal. The team was 
awarded a $5,000 grant to make the symposium a reality.  
 
The purpose of the symposium included serving as a model for future Rawls College 
diversity symposiums, informing stakeholders of ways to achieve greater diversity in 
recruitment, retention, curriculum models and faculty development, supporting the 
expansion of Rawls diversity efforts, and creating a discussion regarding diversity among 
students, faculty, staff, alumni and the community. The committee hopes to host future 
symposiums and wants to help Texas Tech achieve a leadership role in raising awareness 
about the importance of diversity and inclusiveness. 
 
“Striving for real diversity requires a commitment that goes far beyond compliance with 
legal statuses designed to avoid race, ethnic and gender discrimination,” Masselli said. 
“Truly diverse institutions are comprised of people with varying characteristics including 
but not limited to religious and political beliefs, gender, ethnicity, education, 
socioeconomic background, sexual orientation and geographic location. Data shows 
diversity enhances productivity and competitive advantage while also motivating people to 
join the organization, embody its organizational missions and be productive into the future. 
For these reasons, we feel regular, ongoing discussions of diversity and inclusiveness are 
absolutely worthwhile and germane to continued progress.” 
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Students Return, Raider Welcome Begins Fall Semester  
New and returning students can participate in events from now through Aug. 29.  

By Emily Gardner 
 
With the start of classes on the horizon, incoming and returning students are making their 
way to campus. Texas Tech University’s Transition & Engagement office is hosting Raider 
Welcome from now until Aug. 29 to welcome students to Texas Tech. The free events 
started after move-in weekend and will continue through the first week of classes. 
 
To see all the events that are taking place, visit Events@TexasTech (events.ttu.edu), the 
events calendar for what’s happening during the semester. 
  
For more information about Raider Welcome, visit its website, or contact Rachel Jackson, 
unit assistant director, Transition & Engagement, at (806) 742-5433 or 
rachel.jackson@ttu.edu, for specific questions.  
 

 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/studentengagement/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/studentengagement/raiderwelcome/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/studentengagement/raiderwelcome/
http://events.ttu.edu/cal/main/showMain.rdo
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/studentengagement/raiderwelcome/
mailto:rachel.jackson@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Centers Work to Promote Water Quality, Conservation 
The Water Resources Center and CASNR Water Center help promote water quality 

research through collaboration to preserve the region’s fresh water sources. 
By George Watson 

   
Water. It is one of the basic elements of life on Earth. Yet the amount of available fresh 
water for human use compared to the total amount of water on the planet is surprisingly 
small. 
 
Of the total surface of the Earth, 71 percent is covered by water. Less than 3 percent of that 
water is fresh water and more than 98 percent of the fresh water is ice. A 2007 study 
showed roughly 70 percent of the freshwater used by humans goes to agriculture, and less 
than 0.3 percent of all freshwater is found in rivers, lakes and the atmosphere. 
 
Making sure there is enough water not only for human consumption but for use in 
agriculture is of vital importance, and it’s an area of focus for two research centers at 
Texas Tech University – the Water Resources Center in the Whitacre College of 
Engineering and the CASNR Water Center in the College of Agricultural Sciences & 
Natural Resources. 
 
Both centers play crucial roles in ensuring there is enough water to use in a variety of 
ways, from drinking water to crop irrigation. Those two areas come into focus this month 
with the recognition of National Water Quality Month, encouraging an examination of 
household and community efforts to protect the sources of fresh water. 
 
“The quality of the water plays a big role in how much water is available, and quality 
defines what the water is used for,” said Venkatesh Uddameri, a professor in the 
Department of Civil, Environmental and Construction Engineering and the director of the 
Water Resources Center. “Not only do we need a quantity of water but we need to make 
sure the water is of the right quality.” 
 
Water Resources Center 
Founded by the Texas Tech Board of Regents in 1965, the Water Resources Center (WRC) 
has used research, education and public service to foster water resources research on 
regional, national and worldwide scales. The center also acts as a central location to access 
water-related experts throughout the campus. 
 
“Obviously, we are in the middle of a semi-arid region and a lot of water goes for 
agriculture,” Uddameri said. “So it’s clear that protecting water resources is an important 
component for sustainability in our region.” 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/waterresources/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/casnr/water/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/agriculturalsciences/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/agriculturalsciences/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ceweb/


The WRC conducts research in a variety of areas to not only protect the main source of 
fresh water on the High Plains – the Ogallala Aquifer that stretches from the Permian 
Basin to South Dakota – but also to search for potential new sources of fresh water. 
 
Among the research focuses being directed at the WRC, scientists and engineers are 
looking into the possible reuse of low-quality water that is produced from hydraulic 
fracturing, using nanoparticles to clean up contaminated water (which could be used in 
space to reduce payload weight on manned space missions) and treatment techniques that 
could help take out the harmful effects of pharmaceutical waste, whether from humans or 
animals, from contaminated water. In addition, there are efforts on characterizing the 
amount and quality of brackish groundwater available in the region. 
 
The search for new sources of fresh water was driven by the extensive drought the region 
suffered just a few years ago. 
 
“Fresh water sources have dwindled, which means we have to increasingly rely on poor-
quality water,” Uddameri said. “So how we can reuse that water, reclaim it and give it a 
second pass or a third pass before discharging it is very important. It is a very significant 
component to what we do, from the recycling of water in the fracking industry all the way 
to reusing it for potable water both on earth and in space, like the Mars mission.” 
 
Uddameri said the WRC’s water quality work involves more than just finding and 
maintaining sources of drinking water. There are also agricultural and landscape aspects to 
the research, especially with conservation. Climate variability plays a significant role on 
both the quantity and quality of water. He said it’s too early to understand the full effects 
of the recent heavy rains in the state during June, but it’s crucial to remember that just 
because there was a lot of rain in the area, it does not mean conservation should be 
abandoned. 
 
There are other issues as well, such as developing cost-effective methods to treat the 
greatest source of water on the planet – the oceans. But because of its high salt content, 
treatment of ocean water not only has to be inexpensive, but a system also must be 
developed to deliver that water where it is needed in a cost-effective manner. 
 
“As we get a greater scarcity of water we have to look to poor quality of water, and there 
are costs involved in treating that water and moving that water,” Uddameri said. “It’s not 
that we don’t have water, we just don’t have much fresh water. Improving the quality of 
that water and how we solve the problem depends on how we can improve the quality at a 
reasonable cost and low environmental impact. That’s the bottom line for Texas.” 
 
CASNR Water Center 
The CASNR Water Center (CWC) acts as a research clearinghouse on water management 
in all aspects of agricultural and urban landscape use and conservation. 
 
Charles West, the Thornton Distinguished Chair of the Department of Plant & Soil Science 
and director of the CASNR Water Center, said the CWC keeps faculty informed about 
water-related conferences and grant opportunities while also fostering collaboration 
between faculty members, colleges within Texas Tech and between Texas Tech and other 
universities. 

http://www.pssc.ttu.edu/
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“Fortunately, the quality of the Ogallala is good for agriculture,” West said. “We currently 
have minimal problems with salt buildup for example, though it can be a localized problem 
if not managed correctly. The aspect of saltiness in groundwater that is of greatest concern 
is if we tap out the Ogallala then drill deeper to another aquifer, such as the Dockum (Santa 
Rosa), which contains a higher salt content. Then, we have to be very concerned about the 
quality of water for agricultural purposes.” 
 
Like the Water Resources Center, the CWC is focused on the decline of output from the 
Ogallala Aquifer. It works closely with the Natural Resources Conservation Service and 
the High Plains Underground Water Conservation District to get information out to 
researchers, agricultural users and the public. 
 
The CWC’s research efforts aren’t limited to irrigation on the High Plains. Good soil 
management, such as building soil organic matter and minimizing tillage, encourages the 
infiltration of rain, which recharges aquifers reduces the need for irrigation. Faculty also do 
research on managing vegetation along streams and ponds in non-irrigated rangeland areas 
to prevent streambank erosion, maintain habitat for wildlife and provide drinking water for 
cattle. 
 
Other CWC research interests includes improving management of landscapes to prevent 
excess amounts of phosphorus, nitrogen, pharmaceuticals and animal hormones moving 
into surface water bodies. Research and education on water conservation for both urban 
and agricultural uses are major emphasis areas in CASNR, involving faculty from 
economics to communication to plant and soil sciences. 
 
The Texas Water Development Board has funded for 10 years a project at Texas Tech 
called the Texas Alliance for Water Conservation, which monitors water use in various 
crops, both irrigated and dryland, and calculates the water use efficiency. The Alliance 
uses this data to educate farmers and ranchers on the most efficient water-management 
techniques and how to implement them. 
 
“We found early on that quite a few producers were over-irrigating,” West said. “So we 
saw that as low-hanging fruit and focused on that by developing online planning tools 
which guide producers in proper scheduling of irrigation. In the meantime, we do field 
comparisons of different irrigation techniques to demonstrate how to deliver just the right 
amount of water for the crop to make a more profitable return.” 
 
West said the recent heavy rains were very helpful in refilling the soil rooting zone with 
enough water to greatly reduce the need for early-season irrigation, which will temporarily 
slow the decline of the Ogallala Aquifer. At the same time, the rain fell so hard and so 
quickly that West has seen soil erosion where the rate of rainfall exceeded the infiltration 
rate of the soil, causing runoff that took soil with it. 
 
West said one of the brightest opportunities to improve crop use of water involves plant 
genetics. The goal is to breed more drought-resistant crops that require less water to 



produce the same or increased yield. Texas Tech has worked closely with major seed 
companies to develop higher-yield, drought-tolerant and heat-tolerant crops. 
 
The growing West Texas wine industry is a good example, West said, of the production of 
high-value, water-frugal crops, while farther south there is work being done in the 
production of olive trees. 
 
“The days of being able to irrigate all acres of a farm at a high rate are over,” West said. 
“Some producers are concentrating their irrigation to smaller portions of pivot circles and 
growing dryland or low-irrigation crops in the rest of the circle.” 
 
Climate change also will play a part in water quality and conservation in the future, so the 
CWC also works with the Texas Tech Climate Science Center to predict what climate 
change will mean for this area. Faculty in the CWC also collaborates with universities in 
New Mexico, Colorado, Oklahoma, Nebraska and Kansas to share information that can 
benefit not only the High Plains but other areas as well. 
 
“The CASNR Water Center makes sure the right people know each other and can get 
together in a collaborative effort to promote water quality and conservation,” West said. 
 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/csc/
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Texas Tech Librarian Discusses Rocky Horror Picture Show 
Rob Weiner discusses the film’s impact 40 years after it was released. 

By Emily Gardner 
 
“The Rocky Horror Picture Show” first premiered in 1975 and has become a staple in 
popular culture. This weekend the film celebrates its 40th anniversary. 
 
Rob Weiner, a humanities and popular culture librarian at Texas Tech University, still 
remembers the first time he saw the film, even though he was 15 years old, calling it a rite 
of passage. 
 
“I remember the first time, I went when I shouldn’t have, I was like 15,” the pop culture 
guru said. “I still remember it. I hated it because I didn’t get it. My mind was not mature 
enough to understand what was going on, but I remember it to this day. It’s kind of a rite of 
passage and it’s something a lot of people still are expected to know and experience.” 
 
Though the film was first released in theaters in 1975, Weiner said it is still being played in 
theaters. The film had a regular release, but Weiner called it a sleeper movie, explaining it 
caught on as a midnight movie, which then caused it to become a cult classic where the 
audience brought props, talked back to the screen and started to cosplay. 
 
“Some have argued that ‘The Rocky Horror Picture Show’ is one of the longest movies in 
continuous release in history, that somewhere on the planet even today, since it was 
released in 1975, it’s being shown in a theater,” Weiner said. “Whether that’s true or not, I 
don’t know, but it certainly says something about the power of community in some sense.  
 
“‘The Rocky Horror Picture Show’ was a film that united people in the same way a 
Comic-Con unites people, or a ‘Star Trek’ convention or a gaming convention or ‘Star 
Wars.’ You think about it, it is very odd because it is a film people cosplay for when the 
term cosplay didn’t exist. In terms of its cultural impact, there you have it. It’s a cult film, 
but it’s really not. It’s a musical and it’s a really bizarre movie.” 
 
Weiner said there’s nothing like watching the film at a midnight showing, which is why 
“Rocky Horror” continues to be part of popular culture. The film has attempted sequels 
and has influenced other audience participation movies, including “The Room,” but has 
not been surpassed by anything similar. 
 
“There have been attempts at rekindling the success,” Weiner said. “‘Rocky Horror’ was 
kind of a fluke and has not been surpassed by anything really in the same way. In that 
regard it’s an anomaly in terms of its impact on the history of popular culture and the 
history of cinema. You could look to other benchmarks and say ‘Yes, these are important’ 



but there are other films that people say, ‘Well, this happened here, but ‘Rocky Horror’ has 
never really been surpassed in that way. And the fact that it’s still being shown continually 
somewhere in the world speaks to its relevance and influence 40 years later.” 
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Texas Tech Librarians Discuss Favorite Books for National Book Lover’s Day 
Favorites include “To Kill a Mockingbird,” “My Life in France” and “The Green Mile.” 

By Emily Gardner 
   
From classics to books published within the last five years, three Texas Tech University 
librarians shared their favorites as well as the reasons why and the stories behind their 
choices in honor of National Book Lover’s Day on Sunday (Aug. 9).  
 
Donnell Callender, associate librarian for the College of Education and the 
Department of English 
 

• “To Kill a Mockingbird” by Harper Lee: “The book is a wonderful coming-of-age 
story as well as a social commentary on what is wrong with our communities.”  

• “Girl with the Dragon Tattoo and Trilogy” by Stieg Larsson: “The series shows a 
powerful woman. It also shows how dysfunction can be worked to an advantage. In 
the end, though, the result is a wonderfully entertaining, action-packed set of 
books.”  

• “Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle-stop Café” by Fannie Flagg: “Being from 
the South, this book really speaks to me. It has several stories occurring at once 
from several different times in a person’s life, all supporting the central theme of 
being true to yourself.”  

• “Grapes of Wrath” by John Steinbeck: “The book tells a personal, painful depiction 
of the Great Depression and the strength of spirit of the people who lived during 
that time.” 

• “The Canterbury Tales” by Geoffrey Chaucer: “These are classic tales told by a 
group of pilgrims thought to be fleeing the black plague on their way to Canterbury 
in the 1300s. It’s a very entertaining read and the group is a collection of eclectic 
and wide-ranging characters. If you are up for the challenge, try reading it in 
Middle English, the original language.” 

• “Watership Down” by Richard Adams: “A wonderful story about a community of 
rabbits as they attempt to escape the destruction of their warren and find a new 
home.” 

 
Kimberly Vardeman, reference librarian 
 

• “My Life in France” by Julia Child and Alex Prud’Homme: “I read this book 
during my last semester of graduate school. I was in one of those ugly phases in life 
where you feel like all your circumstances are beyond your control and the future is 
murky. I needed something cheery and inspiring. The joy and persistence with 
which Julia Child undertook every challenge – moving across the world, learning 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/education/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/english/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/To_Kill_a_Mockingbird
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Millennium_series%23The_Girl_with_the_Dragon_Tattoo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fried_Green_Tomatoes_at_the_Whistle_Stop_Cafe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Grapes_of_Wrath
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Canterbury_Tales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watership_Down
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Life_in_France


French, enrolling in the Cordon Bleu culinary school, practicing cooking 
techniques, making new friends and writing ‘Mastering the Art of French Cooking’ 
– certainly motivated me in the kitchen and in life.” 

• “The Picture of Dorian Gray” by Oscar Wilde: “If we think our current society with 
its addiction to selfies is the most narcissistic in human history, perhaps we should 
re-examine the story of Dorian Gray. This Victorian-era novel centers around a 
man who was willing to trade his soul to remain young and beautiful forever. The 
depiction of his double life always fascinated me. His outward appearance never 
changed while his portrait aged and corrupted, chronicling each indulgence. Dorian 
was constantly tortured at the thought that someone might discover his dark secrets. 
Beyond the plot points are layers of philosophy and allegory to uncover in this 
classic.” 

• “One Summer: America, 1927” by Bill Bryson: “My grandfather was born in 1927. 
Besides being a living legend in my family, he is a fantastic storyteller. Like my 
grandfather, Bill Bryson also is a marvelous storyteller who makes history 
entertaining. In this book, Bryson weaved several narratives together, the world’s 
first transatlantic flight by Charles Lindbergh, Babe Ruth’s record-setting home run 
streak, Al Capone’s notorious escapades and at least a dozen other enthralling, real-
life events, all of which happened during one incredible summer. Needless to say, I 
bought a copy of this book for my grandfather and one for myself.” 

• “Sherlock Holmes” by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle: “I love a good mystery. I enjoy 
reading Agatha Christie or Raymond Chandler’s hard-boiled detective novels, but 
the Sherlock Holmes stories are my favorites to re-read. There’s something about 
the way Sherlock Holmes reproaches his companion Watson for missing an 
‘elementary’ clue, saying ‘You see, but you do not observe.’ You feel that if you 
would only look a little more closely, you too would notice the important details we 
overlook every day.” 

• “A Confederacy of Dunces” by John Kennedy Toole: “This book had me laughing 
out loud too many times to count. One wouldn’t expect to find a novel centered 
around the misadventures of a selfish, slothful and sloppy protagonist to be 
downright hilarious and appealing. The main character Ignatius J. Reilly is only 
one of a host of memorable characters, and the vivid descriptions of New Orleans 
might prompt you to schedule a trip to the Crescent City.” 

 
Cynthia Henry, College of Human Sciences librarian 
 

• “The Green Mile” by Stephen King: “I picked ‘The Green Mile’ for two reasons: 
First, King released this originally as a serial story, specifically referencing the 
serial format Dickens used when publishing decades earlier. Therefore, I originally 
read this story in parts with about a month between each, which made me voracious 
for the next part. Secondly, while he is the King of Horror it saddens me that 
people dismiss all his writing for horror ‘The Green Mile’ is beautiful with 
spirituality and some religious elements woven throughout. This book is essentially 
about a man, working on death row, in the depression and all that entails.”  

• “Ready Player One” by Ernest Cline: “One of the best books I have read recently. I 
think this book is appealing as it references all things ‘80s and, since I am a child of 
the ‘80s, it was comforting to remember icons that meant so much to me. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Picture_of_Dorian_Gray
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_Summer:_America,_1927
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sherlock_Holmes
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Moreover, it is fun and entertaining, so much that I have read the book twice 
already.” 

• The Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling: “I am enamored by the Harry Potter 
books as everyone is, but for more than the great storyline and new world it 
created. I saw the love of books and reading being ignited in so many others. For 
this reason alone, I will always be grateful for these books. In addition, I am 
completely enthralled when a book creates a brand new world for me to explore as 
several of my favorite books do. The series does this so completely the reader never 
thinks, or at least I did not, ‘wait there is a big hole here. That does not work.’ All 
elements are plausible in the new world way Rowling describes it.” 

• “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” by C.S. Lewis: “This book is the first 
time I can remember reading a book where the animals were true characters acting 
and thinking like a human. Of course, later in life I learned this was 
anthropomorphism. The lion, Aslan, seemed to be engrossed in thought, trying to 
work out a solution to do the best for everyone in Narnia. At the time I was 
fascinated by it and sought out other books that utilized anthropomorphic 
characters.” 

• “The Color Purple” by Alice Walker: “The format of this story is intriguing. The 
whole book is laid out in letters between two sisters. I read this while attending 
graduate school when I still wanted to read something, but did not have much free 
time for pleasure reading. I read only one letter at a time, which helped the story 
unfold in the manner the author intended.” 

• “The War of the Worlds” by H.G. Wells: “The book was read to my fifth grade 
class by our teacher, Mr. Humlicker. It was clearly a lesson on how format 
influences the story. The class listened to the book being read out loud, then to the 
infamous radio performance starring Orson Wells, and finally watching the 1953 
movie. I will be forever grateful to Mr. Humlicker for pointing out that my 
imagination is far superior to Hollywood. While I do not think that was the point, 
the lifelong lesson I learned was read the book, then see the movie.” 
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Texas Tech Professionals Discuss Women’s Equality Day 
The women provide personal stories and thoughts as they reflect on their careers.  

 By Emily Gardner and K'Leigh Sims 
   
In 1971, Aug. 26 was designated as National Women’s Equality Day to honor the passage 
of the 19th Amendment in 1920. In recognition of that day, several Texas Tech University 
women, ranging from professors to a Board of Regents member, provided their thoughts 
on what equality means to them and how it has impacted their careers.   

 
Michelle Pantoya, J.W. Wright Regents Endowed Chair Professor, Department of 
Mechanical Engineering 
“My mother wanted to go to college but her family thought education was more for men. 
She is the most influential person in my life and holds the professional title stay-at-home-
mom. She taught me the one key trait that has helped me with every obstacle and adversity 
I’ve encountered in my professional career. She taught me to keep a positive attitude and 
that ‘working hard and doing well’ is far more important than being labeled smart. I knew 
few girls in college in my major and fewer in graduate school. I didn’t realize how few 
women were in engineering until I started working and realized there weren’t any women 
professors at many universities. I never had a female professional role model, but I’ve 
found personal role models are more important anyway. I love my career. It is part of who 
I am. I often feel grateful to the women before me for opening doors and opportunities that, 
until very recently, didn’t even exist. I try to do the same for the younger generations and 
pass it on.” 
 
Charlotte Dunham, Director of the Women’s Studies Program 
“The truth is I wouldn’t even be here if it wasn’t for the work done by the feminists and 
their allies in the 1960s and 1970s to bring equality for women. It is through their work 
then and now that people are becoming more and more aware of the contributions women 
make as scholars, teachers and researchers that cannot and should not be overlooked. We 
now have multi-million-dollar National Science Foundation grants to improve the 
representation of women in science and engineering. As a result of this work, universities, 
including Texas Tech, have changed their policies on hiring practices so it is easier to 
avoid implicit biases that so often keep women and minorities from being hired.   
 
“I have seen so many changes over my career and I think those who haven’t lived through 
them take the advantages they have for granted. I was a swimmer when I was young, but I 
was not given an opportunity to compete because my school didn’t have a team for girls, 
only for boys. With Title IX we have amazing female athletes who are given the 
opportunities I didn’t have. Where do you think women like Sheryl Swoopes or Lisa Leslie 
would be without Title IX? In my first full-time job after high school, we were told the 
men in the shop would be paid more than the women because the men were supporting 



families. The boss told us this in front of one of the older women workers who was a single 
mom raising teenagers, but somehow that didn’t count for extra pay. And although we 
have come a long way since then, there still isn’t an equal pay act that would have 
protected our right to be paid the same for equal work. I didn’t even have a female 
professor until I reached my doctoral program. 
 
“I guess that’s why I have spent so much of my career at Texas Tech advocating on behalf 
of women. I understand the importance of moving forward. That’s why we need a 
Women’s Equality Day to remind us about the many changes we have experienced, but 
there is work still to be done. I love Texas Tech and the way it has moved forward with me 
and the other women who wouldn’t be here otherwise.”   
 
Judi Henry, Senior Associate Athletics Director and Senior Woman Administrator 
“Sometimes you have the advantage of being part of history. I graduated from Texas Tech 
in 1975, just as Title IX was being implemented. Growing up, I missed the opportunity 
Title IX provided young girls and women to experience sports, along with the advantages 
that come with being active and involved. I did, however, get to be a part of the first 
experience in girls competitive athletics in Lubbock Independent School District in 1975 
when I taught and coached in my first job at Smylie Wilson Junior High. Little did I know 
then I would have the chance to achieve the position I currently hold as senior associate 
athletics director. At that time, the men's and women's athletics departments were separate 
and worlds apart. When I look at how far the women's sports have come not only at Texas 
Tech, but on a national and world level, I am totally amazed. 
 
“I had a distinct advantage of being mentored by three very strong role models: Jeannine 
McHaney, Margaret Wilson and Robert Ewalt. They taught me not only to strive for 
equality for women, but to strive to do the right thing for all human beings.”      
 
Comfort Pratt, Associate Professor in Bilingual Education and Diversity Studies and 
Secondary Education, College of Education 
“Women’s equality has been a subject of great importance to me throughout my career 
because of the nature of the issues I have had to deal with every step of the way. Despite 
the anti-discrimination legislative changes, discrimination against women in the workplace 
remains an issue of great concern. Unfortunately, regardless of your excellence and 
superior competence and expertise in your field of specialization, your knowledge and 
skills are often relegated to a secondary position if you are a woman and you are not duly 
acknowledged. The gender leadership gap, the glass ceiling, gender pay inequality, work-
life imbalance and workplace bullying, among others, are still of great concern to women 
as workplace issues often get quashed amid the bureaucracy. Women’s equality will 
continue to be elusive so long as women who hold powerful positons that can truly change 
the workplace continue to be the exception instead of the rule.  
 
“My personal experience is confirmation that mentoring by women in leadership positons 
is crucial for young professional women as they weave their way through the career 
labyrinths. I would not be in my current position at Texas Tech without the guidance and 
support of some specific women I met here whose leadership roles and experiences 
became invaluable tools for my professional development.” 
 
Amy Murphy, Dean of Students 
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“For me, Women’s Equality Day is about gratitude – my gratitude to those who worked to 
improve the opportunities for women in higher education and beyond. I think of 
individuals who have supported me as a first-generation college student and later as a 
young professional to feel confident I could and should be involved and had significant 
contributions to make. I think of organizations like the American Association of University 
Women (AAUW) striving for equality and providing information and education for me 
and new generations of campus leaders.  
 
“Women’s Equality Day also is about work that still must be done to ensure equal 
opportunities for all students of our university. From microaggressions that negatively 
impact student perceptions of themselves or others to behaviors that disproportionately 
impact certain populations of students to campus climates that are not conducive to student 
success, as a member of the Texas Tech community, we must be committed to the 
prevention and elimination of inequality on our campus. What I have recognized is that we 
often do not realize the impact our smallest ideas and actions have on others and on the 
environment in which we live, work and learn.”   
 
Debbie Montford, Regent (San Antonio) 
“As I reflect on Women’s Equality Day, I am thankful to see how much progress has been 
made in the past couple of decades. Women today have more opportunities to wield more 
influence in more ways than ever before. When I visit our campuses, I see evidence of this 
all around as young women work to become engineers, lawyers, doctors and really 
anything they wish to be. Women will be promoted to better job positions with equal pay 
and recognition. They will erase the perceived glass ceilings that have been in place for 
women for generations. I am hopeful we have a handful of women on our campuses who 
will eventually serve on our Board of Regents. 
 
“With all of that said, we still have a long way to go. Maybe one day we won’t need a 
Women’s Equality Day because equality for each and every person will be so ingrained in 
everything we do. I have been blessed to serve as an advocate in a number of roles, and if 
there is one piece of advice I would give others today, it is this: ‘Find a passion and 
advocate for change. The world is counting on you.’” 
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Texas Tech Reflects on Summer, Welcomes Students Back  
From June to August, the university earned national rankings, recognized national holidays 

and hosted groundbreakings and ribbon cutting ceremonies. 
By Emily Gardner 

 
Texas Tech University had a summer full of groundbreakings, summer camps and national 
rankings. The university even announced a new online master’s degree program and broke 
its summer enrollment record. For students, faculty and staff coming back from summer 
break, here is some of what happened from June-August. 
 
June: 

• Texas Tech Hosts Summer Programs for Youth, Community: From June-August 
Texas Tech departments hosted camps in engineering, math, journalism, music and 
more. 

• Design Professors Create Sensory Clothing for Children with Autism: Kristi Gaines 
and Su Shin designed a line of clothes for children with autism spectrum disorder 
that helps control factors in their environment. 

• New Leadership for Texas Tech Public Media: President M. Duane Nellis 
announced that Chris Cook will become the managing director for Texas Tech 
Public Media/KTTZ along with his role as managing director for the Office of 
Communications and Marketing. 

• Leisure Pool Ranked as One of Nation’s Best: For the second time, Texas Tech’s 
leisure pool was nationally recognized, ranking No. 4 in the country and receiving 
the highest ranking among Big 12 schools, according to College Rank. 

• Texas Tech Shares its Magna Carta on 800th Anniversary: (VIDEO) The Remnant 
Trust is home to a 1576 printing of the document.  

• Texas Tech Nationally Ranked for Social Media Presence: The university was 
ranked No. 24 among the top 50 universities and colleges on Facebook in a ranking 
by Engagement Labs. 

• Karp, Ponnusamy Receive Prestigious 100 Inspiring Women in STEM Award: 
Tanja Karp, an associate professor in the Department of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering, and Logeswari Ponnusamy, a doctoral student in Environmental 
Toxicology at The Institute of Environmental and Human Health, were named to 
the list created by INSIGHT into Diversity Magazine. 

• Texas Tech Sets Another Summer Enrollment Record: For the summer semester, 
the university had 11,975 students enrolled by June 23, exceeding 2014’s record by 
343 students. 

 
July: 
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• Rawls College of Business Breaks Ground on Phase II of Building: “The Big Dig 
II” officially broke ground on July 1. The $15 million project is a three-story, 
38,000-square-foot addition that will include classrooms, a Chick-fil-A, a 
multipurpose space for events and more. 

• Senator Visits with Students at Wind Camp: (VIDEO) U.S. Sen. John Cornyn and 
Texas Tech President Nellis visited with Run on the Wind campers. 

• Rawls College Marketing Research Faculty Ranked 48th in the World: The faculty 
were ranked among the top 500 research universities globally for their study 
“Research performance of marketing academics and departments: An international 
comparison.” 

• Remnant Trust Collection Open to Public: The Remnant Trust made part of its 
collection open to the public at the Museum of Texas Tech University. 

• Team From Texas Tech Wins Tibetan Innovation Challenge: Five Texas Tech 
students presented a business plan at the Tibet House U.S. in July, while winning 
the competition after being designated the wild card among the six other 
universities competing. 

• Texas Tech Finishes with Second-Highest Fundraising Total for St. Jude Children’s 
Hospital: Texas Tech raised $7,865 by June 30, which was the deadline to qualify 
for the ranking. Fundraising continues through Oct. 30. 

• Media & Communication Offers New Online Master’s Program: The new program 
offers a master’s degree in strategic communication and innovation and starts this 
fall. 

• Student Participates in Dream Riders Across America Campaign: Saba Nafees, a 
mathematical biology doctoral student, is the only one from Texas to participate in 
the national campaign. 

• College of Engineering Cited for Top Online Master’s Management Program: The 
online master’s program was ranked No. 17 in the nation, according to 
SuperScholar.org. 

• The Office of Communications and Marketing created a three-part series about the 
internships the university offers in Washington, D.C. Read them here:  

o Blindness Just Part of Life for Congressional Intern 
o Double T in D.C.: Internship Program Provides Capitol Experience for 

Students 
o Texas Tech Alum Takes Already Storied Career to Washington. 

 
August: 

• Texas Tech Opens Innovation Hub and Research Park With Ribbon Cutting: The 
Innovation Hub and Research Park officially opened at the ribbon cutting Aug. 5 
and is located at 3911 Fourth St. just west of the Texas Tech Health Sciences 
Center. 

• Texas Tech Students Participate in Summer Commencement: At two ceremonies, 
1,490 undergraduate and graduate students received degrees from Texas Tech on 
Aug. 8. Mark Griffin, president and general counsel of the Griffin Companies, 
Texas Tech School of Law graduate and former Board of Regents member, was the 
commencement speaker.  

• Twirlers Bring Home National Halftime Show Trophy: This was the third year the 
Texas Tech University Twirlers earned a national championship title at America’s 
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Youth on Parade National Baton Twirling Championships, but the team’s first time 
winning the National College Half-Time Championship trophy. 

• Ansel Adams Exhibit a Must-See for West Texans: David H. Arrington, a Texas 
Tech alumnus, loaned the Museum of Texas Tech University 100 original Ansel 
Adams photos for the exhibit. 

• Changes to Texas Tech Fraternities, Sororities, Implemented by Greek Task Force 
Committee: Thirty-nine recommendations to improve Texas Tech’s Greek life in 
six areas were presented by the committee after meetings through the 2014-2015 
academic year. 

• Urbanovsky Park is under construction 
• Construction at the Bayer Plant Sciences Building is progressing. 

 
For more stories that happened during the summer, visit Texas Tech Today. 
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Texas Tech Twirlers Bring Home National Halftime Show Trophy 
It’s the team’s third year for a championship but the first in the harder category. 

By Heidi Toth 
 
For the third year in a row, the Texas Tech University Twirlers earned a national 
championship title at America’s Youth on Parade National Baton Twirling Championships 
at the University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana. 
 
This year, though, the trophy is bigger and better than ever before. The seven twirlers – 
Lyndzie Allbright, Adrianna Chavez, Camille Crawford, Claudia Hernandez, Allyson 
Padron, Sydney Webster and Rachel White – brought home a traveling trophy for winning 
the National College Half-Time Championship, besting teams from more than 70 
universities throughout the nation. 
 
“We’ve never won the halftime show, so it was a big accomplishment,” coach Bethany 
Tolley said. “It’s a more difficult routine because each twirler has multiple batons, so it’s a 
little riskier. And it does take a bit more creativity.” 
 
Texas Tech has attended the competition for the last six years, placing well but just 
missing the top spot. In 2013 the team won the senior division and in 2014 won the small 
dance twirl championship.  
 
It was worth the wait. 
 
“This was my last year to go with the line to nationals, and I’ll never forget the feeling or 
the look on everyone’s faces when they announced the Texas Tech Twirlers for first 
place,” said Crawford, the head twirler. “It was definitely cloud nine for us. It really was 
just incredible.” 
 
The trip to South Bend 
Although they’re recognizable to most Red Raiders from their routine on the football field, 
the twirlers’ competition season begins almost as soon as football season ends. When 
classes start in January, so do practices – once a week during the semester and three to four 
times a week during the summer. It’s about 15 hours a week leading up to the tournament 
at the end of July.  
 
Crawford, a senior from San Antonio studying human development and family studies and 
pre-physical therapy, said the team won the state competition in June, which qualified 
them for nationals. It was her third time to go. 
 
“This year was a great year for us, and I think we knew we had something pretty special as 
a team this summer,” she said. “We just really gelled together so easily and twirled well 

http://www.batontwirling.com/AYOP/


together. We were determined. We knew what we wanted and we went in and 
accomplished that goal.” 
 
Webster, a public relations major from Lubbock and the line’s featured twirler, went to 
South Bend for the ninth time this year. She’s been going individually and with other 
twirling teams since she was 6 years old. This year she took second place in the regional 
competition and first place at the state tournament and competed in the individual category 
along with the line at nationals. 
 
She finished 12th this year after redoing all of her routines the night before the competition. 
She, Tolley and a couple of other twirlers redesigned her movements to not irritate a 
strained hamstring, which had hampered her ability to practice and perform her prepared 
routine.  
 
“Overall it worked out great and I’m so pleased that I, along with the other girls on the 
team, was able to adjust to the circumstances and make it work,” she said. 
 
Webster, who will be a junior this fall, plans to return to Notre Dame for the competition 
next summer. Even with an injury, she still had a good time. 
 
“It’s so interesting to hear all the fight songs and see the girls representing their schools,” 
she said. 
 
What’s next 
The team has scattered for a short break before football halftime performances get started 
again. When they come back, the trophy that is theirs for a year will be cleaned up – Tolley 
said it’s starting to show its miles – and plan for their seventh trip to Notre Dame. 
 
“The competition is always an incredible experience,” Crawford said. “The whole summer 
we get closer and closer as we get ready and then once we’re there it’s just a blast.” 
 
Duane Hill, the director of the Texas Tech Goin’ Band from Raiderland, said he and the 
rest of the band faculty are proud of the twirlers’ award. 
 
“We strive for excellence in everything we do, so it comes as no surprise that our twirlers 
have won the twirling halftime national championship,” he said. “They have sacrificed so 
much of their time this summer to build chemistry for this competition as well as prepare 
for the football season. I’m beyond proud of their success and look forward to featuring 
them with the Goin’ Band this fall.” 
 
 



      

 
Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

 

 Web Only 
 
 

Texas Tech University Releases Updated Version of Website 
The new design improves the navigation functions of the site, allowing for easier access. 

By George Watson 
   
In an effort to continue providing the latest Texas Tech University information in the most 
updated web and mobile varieties, the Office of Communications and Marketing in 
conjunction with the Office of Information Technology, has launched a revised version of 
www.ttu.edu. 
 
The new version is intended to improve navigation functions, allowing users to easily and 
quickly locate information on the Texas Tech website. The revisions were a result of 
feedback from the campus community and will allow for better user experience.  
 
For more information on the web site updates, contact the Office of Communications and 
Marketing. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/communications/
http://www.ttu.edu/
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Wanted: Healthy Bone Marrow, Another Shot at Motocross 
A 12-year-old boy from Andrews with a rare blood disorder is the face of the Goin’ Band’s 

bone marrow registration drive this fall. 
By Heidi Toth 

 
Gage Klein loves dirt biking. He likes the feeling of coming over the faces of tabletops and 
gunning the engine coming in on tight corners. He likes crossing the finish line first. 
 
When the 12-year-old from Andrews races, he wears the number 157. Jan. 5, 2007 is his 
little brother’s birthday – the brother he barely remembers who died of sudden infant death 
syndrome at 7 months old. 
 
Gage still wears the number, but he isn’t racing. Three years ago he was in a bad accident 
on his dirt bike, and while at the emergency room a nurse tested his blood. His platelet 
count was at 4,000. A healthy 9-year-old’s count would be about 100 times that. 
 
After a year of frequent visits to University Medical Center and a misdiagnosis, the Kleins 
had a name: Fanconi anemia, an incurable blood disorder. To survive longer than a few 
years, he needed a bone marrow transplant. 
 
That was two years ago. His mother worries their time is running out. 
 
“We are fighters,” Barbara Klein said. “Every one of us has come together.” 
 
The fight starts with finding a compatible donor. For the last two years, the Kleins have 
made it their mission to sign up as many potential donors as possible to Be The Match, a 
worldwide organization matching bone marrow donors with patients. They’re getting a 
little help with that mission from the Goin’ Band of Raiderland.  
 
Starting Friday (Aug. 28), Texas Tech University’s band will kick off “Banding Together 
to Be the Match,” a friendly competition with the Baylor Golden Wave Marching Band, to 
see which team can register the most potential donors. The winner will be announced at 
halftime of the Texas Tech-Baylor football game on Oct. 3. 
 
Gage will be on campus Friday for the kickoff event – a registration drive for members of 
the band and an opportunity for members of the Texas Tech community to learn more 
about what it takes to register as a potential bone marrow donor and why the need remains 
high. Depending on his health he may return Sept. 30 and Oct. 1 when the band will hold a 
registration drive for members of the Texas Tech and Lubbock communities, and be the 
face of a community of people who need a bone marrow transplant to live. 
 

http://bethematch.org/
http://www.orgs.ttu.edu/goinband/


“I’m not going to bury another child,” Barbara said. “I’m going to fight. I’m going to fight 
hard.” 
 
Life on the racetrack 
Four years ago, the city of Andrews put in a new motocross track. Gage asked his parents 
to let him ride. He was 8. 
 
It wasn’t the first time he’d asked, but it was the first time they’d said yes. Barbara said the 
fear of him getting hurt stopped them all the previous times, but they eventually realized 
they had to let him live life and got him a dirt bike. It’s become his life.  
 
“If he’s not on a dirt bike he’s around dirt bikes,” she said. 
 
The motocross community makes sense to Gage; he’s a little shy and can’t quite put into 
words what he loves about dirt biking, though the smile on his face as he remembered 
winning his first race gives one indication of what’s fun about it. 
 
“I was just really happy that I won,” he said. 
 
Although he has significant extended family in and around Andrews, he found a different 
kind of family at the racetrack – boys who were his friends except when they were racing, 
mentors and trainers who coached him to become a better racer. 
 
One of those trainers was Justin Hernandez. Justin accompanied Gage and Barbara to a 
Texas Tech football practice during the preseason; Gage, who has been coming to Lubbock 
for treatment for years, has grown to love the Red Raiders. The two boys, separated in age 
by several years, stand together watching the players scrimmage. Both are quiet. Gage 
wears red and black. 
 
“He’s like my little brother,” Justin said. “He pushes me and I push him, on the track and 
off the track.” 
 
Gage smiles a little when football coach Kliff Kingsbury welcomes him in front of the 
team and tells the players to shake his hand. As they do, a few ask him about motocross 
and share their competition stories. He’s just one of the guys. 
 
He’s not racing right now, which his mother said may be a harder trial than his illness. For 
a time after he was diagnosed they let him continue; Barbara said the emotional toll was 
worse on Gage than any negative physical effects. But in recent months, as his health has 
become more critical, he’s had to stop again.  
 
“It’s killing him,” Barbara said. “That’s his life. He loves motocross.” 
 
The need for bone marrow 
Doctors initially thought Gage had aplastic anemia, a different blood disorder, and he did 
not get on the bone marrow transplant list right away. 
 
Two years ago they determined it was Fanconi anemia. According to the National 
Institutes of Health, Fanconi anemia is a rare blood disorder that prevents bone marrow 
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from producing enough new blood cells for the body to function. It also increases the risk 
of some cancers. 
 
It’s incurable; even with a bone marrow transplant Gage likely will only live to be 25 or 
30, Barbara said. However, that gives him more time to experience life and doctors more 
time to find a cure. 
 
For a bone marrow transplant to have a chance at working, the donor and recipient must be 
a perfect match. Barbara saved stem cells from her younger son, Gaden, who died as an 
infant, and the DNA does indicate a perfect match for Gage. However, Fanconi anemia is 
an inherited disease, and there’s no way to tell if Gaden had it as well, so the doctors 
turned to Be The Match to find a donor for Gage. 
 
Anita Gonzales, community event representative for Cook Children’s Health Care System 
in Fort Worth and co-organizer of the bone marrow registration drive at Texas Tech, said 
Be The Match is necessary because only about 30 percent of patients who need a bone 
marrow transplant find a match within their families. For many of these diseases, a 
transplant is the only way to survive.  
 
“He doesn’t have that much time,” she said. “If we don’t find a donor, Gage will pass on.” 
 
The new normal 
Friday will be the first time members of the Goin’ Band, including director Duane Hill, 
will meet Gage. Hill didn’t have a specific person in mind when he and the Golden Wave 
band director settled on a competition, but Gage’s situation was a good fit. 
 
He chose this particular service project for the band because he wants students to recognize 
the role they can play on campus and in their community. 
 
“It is important for students involved in Goin’ Band to recognize their wide area of 
influence around the university and community,” he said. “We take our role as 
ambassadors of Texas Tech tradition and spirit seriously, and we want to widen our 
passion for service with this project.” 
 
It’ll be a fun meeting between members of the band and Gage, who, with a mop of brown 
hair, big brown eyes and a shy smile, doesn’t look sick – certainly more fun than Gage’s 
normal visits to Lubbock, which involve doctor’s appointments, hospitals and tests. 
 
It makes for what Barbara called a “roller coaster of emotions,” a phrase she never 
understood until her son got sick. 
 
“One moment I’m OK with it and the next moment,” Barbara paused, “she hates it,” Gage 
finished. 
 
“I hate it,” Barbara agreed. 
 



It’s a little easier for Gage. He remembered being told he was sick and it was serious, that 
he needed a bone marrow transplant and could die, and didn’t worry too much about it. 
 
“I really didn’t care,” he said. “I knew that God had me.” 
 
Sidebar: How to participate 
Registering in person: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sept. 30, Canyon Room of the Student Union 
Building; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 1, Lubbock Room of the SUB 
Registering online: Go to www.bethematch.org and fill out the registration. Enter promo 
code “ttuband” when prompted. 
 
 
 

http://www.bethematch.org/
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World War II Saved United States and Texas Tech 
The university’s wide-reaching war efforts changed the course of its history. 

By Glenys Young 
 
During World War II, the United States fought for its life. Unbeknownst to many, so did 
Texas Tech University. 
 
The 70th anniversary of the end of World War II brings about the tale of how a generation’s 
fighting spirit turned the tides for the university and how it paid homage to its defenders. 
 
Pre-war  
“To understand what Texas Tech was like in the 1940s, you have to understand a little bit 
about the history of the school,” said Lynn Whitfield, university archivist in the Southwest 
Collection library. “When Texas Tech opened its doors in the fall of 1925, the number of 
kids who showed up to enroll was much greater than anticipated.” 
  
So much so, in fact, the university had no place to put its new students and faculty. With 
no dormitories built at that time, Texas Tech President Paul W. Horn asked Lubbock 
residents to open their homes to the newly enrolled 910 students. 
 
“When the Texas state Legislature funded Texas Tech, they gave the school enough to get 
started, but not really much more than that,” Whitfield said. “So Texas Tech’s 
administration had to appeal to Texas Gov. Ma Ferguson on more than one occasion to 
keep the school running in its early years.” 
 
The university built one men’s dormitory, now known as West Hall, and one women’s 
dormitory, now Doak Hall, which opened in 1934. But the situation wasn’t looking good. 
 
“By the early 1930s, Texas Tech was in dire financial straits,” Whitfield said. “They had to 
lay off 17 faculty members, and Texas Tech cut faculty salaries by 5 percent when the 
Texas State Legislature cut the school’s funding by over 27 percent. It wasn’t until 1937 
that faculty salaries were restored, but even then the school was in a financial situation.”  
 
World War II at Texas Tech 
After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, pulled the United States into 
World War II, the Texas Tech Board of Directors took action to make the university more 
accessible to students in the military. In their first meeting of 1942, the Board voted to 
reduce by one-third the fees for correspondence courses to men in the military and to grant 
degrees to any student called into the armed services who had less than half a semester 
remaining until graduation, if that person’s work indicated he was entitled to a degree. 
 

http://swco.ttu.edu/
http://swco.ttu.edu/


After years of fluctuating enrollments, the university’s student population took a dive after 
Pearl Harbor.  
 
“Then we get to the 1942-1943 school year and Texas Tech’s enrollment is the lowest it’s 
been since 1927,” Whitfield said. “They’re scrambling around, the war’s started, and the 
students just aren’t there. They’re leaving for the war; faculty are leaving for the war.”  
 
According to a notation in the 1943 Board of Directors minutes, the loss in enrollment was 
not excessive when compared to the loss in enrollment in colleges and universities of the 
United States. At the time, more than 2,500 ex-students of Texas Tech were in the armed 
services. 
 
With so many men leaving to fight, it was up to the women to keep the university afloat. 
Bettie Fagan, now 88, was a student at Texas Tech during the war. 
 
“There were no men around; it was just girls,” she recalls. “Everybody was doing what 
they could to help out. My mother used to say people that bought white bread were not 
standing behind the troops. We saved the white bread for them and we bought the brown 
bread, which was not the preferred bread then.” 
 
In 1941, the Association of Women Students called a meeting on campus to talk about how 
women could participate in the defense effort, Whitfield said. For the next four years, the 
group offered canning demonstrations and hosted a campus-wide donation drive. The 
women put on a home nursing course as well as courses from the Red Cross, such as the 
Red Cross Canteen Aid course. They also hosted defense bond drives.  
 
“The division of home economics also was very instrumental,” Whitfield said. “The female 
students living in the Home Management House planted a victory garden here on campus, 
and it was very successful. It was covered in the campus newspaper about how little it cost 
to plant the garden and how much they were able to grow out of it. Then they did canning 
demonstrations out of that as well.” 
 
But they weren’t just helping the campus community.  
  
“The faculty of home economics went into the Lubbock community and helped people 
understand how to use ration books, how to make the rations that they did have go further 
and different ways you could substitute things when you didn’t have them in order to make 
nourishing and healthy meals,” Whitfield said.  
 
University President Clifford B. Jones presented to the Board of Directors a report on 
Texas Tech’s war efforts in 1943. Among those efforts were the housing, feeding and 
training of 1,250 pre-flight students for the Air Corps, who arrived in February and March; 
the housing, feeding and training of 500 engineers receiving specialized training for the 8th 
Service Command; and the university’s newly established Senior Engineering ROTC and 
Signal Corps units. 
 
The university also helped the wives of the servicemen coming to Lubbock.  
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“At Lubbock Army Air Field, the barracks were pretty unpleasant,” Whitfield said. “So 
they invited the wives to come to campus and attend courses. They had home decoration 
courses; they had nutrition courses. They had charm school, where they taught the women 
good posture, social skills and how to dress. One of the ways they were able to draw 
military wives was offering daycare so the wives could drop off their children in the 
campus nursery for a couple of hours and attend classes.” 
 
Because women were the university’s primary target for prospective new students during 
World War II, home economics faculty spoke on the radio. 
 
“They went on KFYO and held a series of talks basically saying, ‘these are the types of 
programs we have for women,’ and it was specifically addressed to girls graduating high 
school with the idea that, ‘should they go to college,’” Whitfield said. “It was trying to 
encourage women to continue their education during this time.”  
 
As the war continued, Texas Tech was already focused on how to help returning veterans. 
The Board of Directors granted Jones the authority to sign a contract with the Veterans 
Administration in Washington, D.C., for the instruction and vocational rehabilitation of 
disabled veterans.  
 
Training at Texas Tech 
The pre-flight program began after the military realized it didn’t have the resources 
available to train all the young men who wanted to be pilots. The Army reached out to 
civilian contractors to do initial flight training through the Civilian Pilot Training Program. 
Two Lubbock instructors, Clent Breedlove and M. F. Dagley, took up the challenge, said 
John McCullough, a graduate student in the Department of History doing his master’s 
thesis on the subject. 
 
The pre-flight faculty provided the in-class portion of the training, which was held in 
classrooms on the Texas Tech campus. The two civilian instructors then provided 8 hours 
of in-flight training at Breedlove Airport on East 50th Street and Dagley Field near 34th 
Street and Quaker Avenue. The course of rigorous education, physical training and flight 
training for the cadets was designed to weed out anyone not capable of being a military 
pilot. 
 
“The pre-flight students would go through this five-month training program,” McCullough 
said. “They would take classes in math, physics, history, English, civil aeronautics, 
meteorology and first aid. The military would put them through these courses and they 
would live in Sneed Hall and West Hall, but they were kept segregated from all the other 
students while on campus. They were told not to talk to the students or mix with them. I 
have seen photographs of the posts and chains that were set up all around West Hall and 
Sneed Hall with signs on them that read, ‘Posted military training site. No trespassing.’  
 
“In fact, they would not even have the same passing period as other students on campus. 
The other students would change classes and then, when the grounds were clear, the pre-

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/history/


flight students would march together to class as a military group. Life in the military was 
very much regimented and they did everything together.” 
 
James Fagan, now 91, arrived at Texas Tech as a pre-flight student in 1943.  
 
“During our stay in Lubbock, which was the fall of 1943 until the spring and summer of 
1944, we marched up and down to the classrooms, everywhere we went,” he said. “We 
marched around the campus and where Jones AT&T Stadium is now was our marching 
area, exercise area and everything. Part of our exercise was to run along the railroad tracks, 
which are not there now, to the Brownfield intersection with the Levelland highway and 
back to the old stadium. None of it was paved.” 
 
His wife Bettie added, “He thought this was the awfulest sandy place and he would never 
want to live here – until we met. I was going to Texas Tech so he changed his mind.” 
 
During his pre-flight training, James Fagan lived on the second floor of West Hall. West 
Hall, and its neighbor Sneed Hall, had both been \emptied to accommodate Fagan and his 
peers. 
 
“When they brought the pre-flight students here, Texas Tech officials told the students 
who were living in West Hall and Sneed Hall that they would have to move out of their 
dormitories to make way for the pre-flights students,” McCullough said. “Since this was 
wartime, many sacrifices had to be made by the civilian population, too, and housing was 
in short supply. They were given very short notice. They made the announcement in the 
Lubbock Morning Avalanche on Feb. 27, 1943, and by March 2 or 3, the first officers and 
the initial men showed up to start the pre-flights program, and the next week after that, the 
first trainload of a few hundred of them showed up; and of course, they had to have some 
place to put them. 
 
“The civilian students may have found housing somewhere else on the Texas Tech 
campus, but I think a lot of them had to find off-campus housing, such as apartments or at 
someone’s house where a room was being rented,” he added. “I’m sure that the college 
helped with that.” 
 
In the summer of 1944, the Army decided it had too many men training to become pilots 
so Fagan’s entire class was washed out of the program.  
 
“Instead of graduating, we got on another troop train,” he said. “Two guys on the top bunk 
and two guys on the bottom bunk, and there was supposed to be one in each.” 
 
Fagan was headed to Europe. 
 
World War II in the Pacific  
Retired Texas Tech business professor William R. Pasewark Sr. was 18 years old when a 
recruiter forced him into the Marines by commandeering his enlistment paperwork. It was 
1943, and it wasn’t long before Pasewark found himself on the Hawaiian island of Maui, 
preparing to invade an island he’d never heard of: Iwo Jima.  
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“Iwo Jima was the most costly battle in Marine Corps history,” Pasewark said. “It was the 
only battle where we had more casualties than the enemy.” 
 
The invasion began on the morning of Feb. 19, 1945. Not in the first waves of the invasion, 
Pasewark remembers seeing injured Marines brought back to the ship. When it was his 
turn to go ashore, he quickly found the beach – instead of the sand they had practiced in – 
was made of volcanic ash that made it impossible to dig deep foxholes, the Marines’ first 
line of defense. 
 
Japanese soldiers rained mortar shells down on them from a nearby ridge. An explosion 
near him damaged Pasewark’s hearing in one ear. 
 
The four-week battle included some of the fiercest and bloodiest fighting in the Pacific 
theater, but the Americans were ultimately victorious. A photo of five Marines and a Navy 
corpsman raising the U.S. flag atop Mount Suribachi immortalized the battle. 
 
Pasewark recalled in graphic detail carrying dead Marines down from the hills and 
throwing them in trucks. They would be buried at sea. 
 
“In World War II, the battle in the Pacific was much different than the battle in Europe,” 
he said. “In Europe, the Germans surrendered. You never see a picture of the Japanese 
surrendering because they had a kamikaze suicide culture and they’d die for their 
emperor.” 
 
Japanese surrender 
After his return from Iwo Jima in April 1945, Pasewark trained for the next big invasion.  
 
“I was on Maui, living in a tent on the side of Mount Haleakala and we were preparing to 
invade Japan,” he said. “The atomic bomb went off in the beginning of August. The 
statements you see are that invasion would have cost 1 million casualties. And so, when we 
heard about the surrender, obviously we were happy.” 
 
Fagan, who had worked as a B-17 tail gunner during the war in Europe, was back in the 
United States when he heard the news.  
 
“We were ordered to go to El Paso,” he said. “We boarded a train and knew both the 
atomic bombs had dropped and Japan would probably surrender. We were on the train 
when we found the news of the Japanese surrender. El Paso is right across the border from 
Juarez, Mexico, where they had tequila. The guys pooled their money and several went 
over across the border – it was an open facility then. They bought up all the tequila they 
could find because they knew it was going to be a big celebration on the train before we 
got to Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Sioux Falls was our staging area. From there, we knew 
that we’d end up in the South Pacific war. We knew that before we left England because 
we named our plane ‘Double Trouble.’ ” 
 



Pasewark says it’s easy for people looking back to question the use of the atomic bomb. 
Not so for the soldiers.  
 
“Some armchair historians say, ‘Oh, should we have dropped the atomic bomb?’ But they 
weren’t out there at the time,” he said. “And nevertheless, that’s a personal thing, but the 
atomic bomb was going to be developed no matter what, so you might as well save a lot 
more casualties.”  
 
Aftermath at Texas Tech  
Throughout the war, Texas Tech had been holding on, despite its financial troubles. 
Enrollment dropped from 3,549 in fall 1941, to 2,860 in fall 1942 and bottomed out at 
1,696 in fall 1943. After the German surrender in May 1945, enrollment for that fall was 
up to 2,443. And after the Japanese surrender in August 1945, the 1946 fall enrollment 
shot up to 5,366. 
 
The Board of Directors negotiated a contract to accept servicemen under the Servicemen’s 
Readjustment Act of 1944. Commonly known as the GI Bill of Rights, the law provided 
free university tuition and living expenses for returning World War II veterans. The board 
also recommended abbreviated courses for veterans and established an office on campus to 
help veterans with their return to civilian life. 

 
“The GI Bill of Rights actually helped turn things around,” Whitfield said. “When you get 
to 1945, suddenly Texas Tech enrollment is booming and that actually brings additional 
problems to the university. One of the problems is faculty.”  
 
Many of the male faculty had left for the war and not returned. And to exacerbate the 
problem, the Texas Legislature passed a measure preventing husbands and wives from 
teaching together at state-supported institutions. 
 
“You don’t have enough faculty, but now you’re saying women can’t teach there if their 
husbands are there,” Whitfield said. “So Texas Tech’s president, rather than having to fire 
six faculty women, granted them leaves of absence and waited for the incoming 
Legislature to reverse the measure on the grounds there weren’t enough qualified teaching 
faculty, and they needed to keep the wives on.” 
 
Faculty numbers weren’t the only post-World War II issue. Even after the 1938 
construction of the second men’s and women’s dormitories, Sneed and Drane halls, 
housing was a problem. 
 
“The empty barracks at the Lubbock Army Air Field were not enough to accommodate the 
former soldiers and their wives,” Whitfield said. “So on campus, they moved the women 
from Women’s Dormitory 1 and they put them three to a room in Women’s Dormitory 2. 
If you’ve ever been in those rooms, they’re tiny. So three, dog-piled in a room, was kind of 
tough.”  
 
The university also built four new dormitories and added 32 war surplus buildings by 
1947.  
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“Basically, if you look at the history of Texas Tech,” Whitfield said, “in the 1920s, we’re 
new, we’re trying to make ends meet. In the 1930s, we’re starting to go under. By 1947, 
with all the military activity on campus, suddenly we are in a reversal of fortune. By 1948, 
we are now in the black; Texas Tech is actually doing well. So when you think about the 
war years, I think all the GIs and the families coming to Lubbock and Texas Tech are 
actually what saved Texas Tech from going under. That’s an important part of our history 
to remember.”  

 
Memorial Circle  
That’s exactly what happened. 
 
Since the school’s founding, a large round area of grass was saved in front of the 
Administration building, called only “the circle.” In February 1948, the Board of Directors 
voted to approve its new name, Memorial Circle, and the expenditure of more than $5,400 
for sidewalks. 
 
“People were not supposed to walk on the grass,” said Amy Mire, assistant to the 
university archivist in the Southwest Collection library. “They could be fined 25 cents.” 
 
On May 2, 1948, Texas Tech hosted an elaborate dedication ceremony for Memorial 
Circle. According to that morning’s Lubbock Avalanche, hundreds of visitors were 
expected to attend the event, featuring the Texas Tech concert band, the all-male chorus, 
the Texas Tech ROTC and speeches from campus administrators. Major Gen. Andrew D. 
Bruce, commander of the 4th Army at Fort Sam Houston and a decorated veteran of both 
world wars, gave an address on national security.  
 
And most importantly, a 40-inch red granite monument was dedicated, which reads: 
“Memorial Circle: Dedicated 1948 by Tech War Veterans Association to all whose service 
has brought honor to college and country.”  
 
As the Avalanche points out, “The dedication applies not only to those in the past but to 
those who shall perform such a service in the future as well.” 
 
The Tech War Veterans Association (TWVA) was organized May 1, 1944 with a 
membership of nine men, according to the 1948 La Ventana yearbook, and was open to 
Texas Tech students who had been honorably discharged from the armed services. In its 
constitution, adopted June 12, 1944, the group pledged to “uphold and fight for the ideals 
in which our forefathers believed,” to strive for continued improvement so other returning 
veterans would find Texas Tech “a more democratic and stronger student association for 
which they fought” and to “give aid in all possible ways to our brother veterans.” 
 
About 60 veterans joined the group for the fall of 1944, according to the 1945 La Ventana. 
By the 1946 yearbook, the organization had about 300 active members. In 1947, the 
yearbook listed group involvement in campus traffic improvement, completion of the 
museum, a nursery, Blue Cross Hospital service and a Veterans’ Memorial Loan Fund, 
among other programs. It carried the notation: “There is no doubt that the TWVA is one of 



the most influential organizations on campus and that it is a credit to the veterans and an 
aid to both veteran and non-veteran students.” 
 
Among the group’s achievements listed in the 1948 yearbook were the naming of 
Memorial Circle and the monument dedication. But the number of World War II veterans 
in college was on the decline. In the 1949 yearbook, 60 men listed their participation in 
TWVA. By 1952, only one person listed his participation. 
 
The last man to mention his membership in a yearbook was Roy Thomas Grimes, who 
would become a longtime educator and Lubbock Independent School District trustee 
before his death in 2014. Other notable names from the group include Curtis Sterling, 
owner and publisher of the Brownfield News who died in 2004; Clint Formby, who was 
involved in radio stations throughout Texas and aired his “Day-by-Day Philosopher” 
segment for nearly 55 years until his death in 2010; and James Denton, an associate justice 
for the Texas Supreme Court until his death in 1982.   
 
Hardly anything else is known about the Tech War Veterans Association.  
 
“I haven’t run across the group anywhere else,” Whitfield said. “I’ve been looking for that 
as I’ve gone through and done the digital files, and it’s very strange that that particular 
aspect is not as well documented.” 
 
Little is known about the creation of the monument, either. The Lamb County Leader from 
Dec. 25, 1947, mentions the Memorial Circle name was suggested by the TWVA, which 
was “laying plans for securing a suitable plaque and arranging a public ceremony when the 
formal dedication will be made.” But Whitfield said she believes Memorial Circle was 
designated for the veterans memorial because of its location. 
 
“If you looked at Texas Tech like a body, Memorial Circle would be its heart,” she said. 
“Memorial Circle is placed on an axis up through the central part of Texas Tech in what is 
now known as the historic district. The early buildings of the campus are sort of arranged 
around there. A lot of the military science displays, the marches, were taking place around 
Memorial Circle and the engineering key. It was a very visible spot, and I think part of the 
reason the flag poles were placed in Memorial Circle was because of where the military 
moved around on the campus.”  
 
After the war 
At the time of the Japanese surrender, Fagan still had several months of his two-and-a-half 
year commitment to serve before being discharged, so the Army put him to work as a 
counselor because of his college experience. 
 
“I counseled all of the soldiers in all branches that were being discharged,” he said. “I 
looked at what they did in the military, whether they were a mechanic or a cook or 
whatever, and then I looked in a great big book and helped them try to decide what they 
would like to do in civilian life. I pointed out the advantages to the college education 
money that was available. I pointed out they had six months they could loaf and get paid. 
Some of them did it, I never did.” 
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When he was discharged, he returned to his fiancée in Lubbock and attended Texas Tech 
as a civilian.  
 
“We were engaged that whole time,” Bettie Fagan recalled. “He didn’t want to marry 
before the war and I guess I did. He didn’t want to die and leave me a widow, and he didn’t 
know if he was coming back or not, so it was a really sad time. We didn’t marry until after 
the war.” 
 
James earned a degree in electrical engineering, which he used in his later jobs at Reese 
Air Force Base, the city of Lubbock and at Motorola’s first Lubbock service center. 
 
Looking back now, the two agree on the perspective. 
 
“It feels like I’m in sort of another world,” James said. 
 
“That’s how I feel: I’ve lived a second lifetime,” Bettie added. “I think all that was another 
lifetime ago.” 
 
William Pasewark said he never needed closure after the war, even after what he’d seen on 
Iwo Jima. 
 
“After World War II, for 50 years, until 1995, I doubt that I – and almost all other men – 
talked about their battle experience or their service,” he said. “People ask, ‘Why does that 
happen, that you never talked about it?’ I think there were several reasons. One reason was 
your experience was just one among 16 million. 
 
“The second thing is, I found out: How do you become an officer? Because you have a 
college education. We had the GI Bill of Rights. I got my bachelor’s degree and almost got 
my master’s but went on to get a doctorate on the GI Bill of Rights. When you get a 
bachelor’s degree in three years instead of four, you don’t have time to talk about war 
experiences. That was the past and I always looked toward the future, so there was nothing 
to recover from.” 
 
Pasewark went on to teach business, coming to Texas Tech in 1956. He taught in the 
College of Business, now the Rawls College of Business, until 1982, when he retired to 
focus on writing business and computer textbooks. He has now been the author or co-
author on 94 textbooks. 
 
70 years later 
Seven decades after the battle that claimed his hearing, Pasewark was back on Iwo Jima 
earlier this year. 
 
“It was stimulating and very sentimental,” he said. “We went to the top of Mount Suribachi 
where the flag was raised and where the Japanese had sent down mortars on the beaches 
where we landed. So I saw what happened 70 years ago to us, on those beaches, and I 
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could see how difficult it was, especially for the Marines in the first waves. And I saw 
where I was when mortars hit very close.”  
 
The 70th anniversary of the battle was marked by a ceremony on Iwo Jima that brought 
together American and Japanese veterans, family and dignitaries. 
 
“This is a Japanese solider who survived Iwo Jima,” Pasewark indicated in a photograph. 
“Very few surrendered. There were 23,000 Japanese on Iwo Jima. You see the figure of 
216 surrendered. I only saw two or three of them.” 
 
Despite the ferocity of the war he experienced firsthand, Pasewark said he – unlike some in 
his generation – does not hate the Japanese. 
 
“People react differently to battle and enemies who want to kill you,” he said. “I was so 
fortunate for many reasons, but I got occupied with other things after the war. I was on Iwo 
Jima, but I was not in the first waves that went in and I did not have a hatred for the 
Japanese because they were caught up in a culture where Hirohito, their emperor, was 
considered divine, a god. That’s hard for us to believe nowadays but that’s what they 
believed.” 
 
When Pasewark now gives speeches about his war experiences, he emphasizes the U.S. did 
not claim its enemies’ land after the war. 
 
“People don’t always understand that we gave Iwo Jima back to the Japanese,” he said. 
“We gave Okinawa back to the Japanese. We did not keep land we conquered in Europe. 
We gave away the Panama Canal. American citizens don’t understand or don’t appreciate 
our heritage, our history. And as the saying goes, unless you understand your history, you 
repeat it and make the same mistakes.” 
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