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History Department Wins Departmental Excellence in Teaching Award 

The $25,000 prize may go toward the creation of a digital history lab for online teaching. 

 

The Texas Tech University Teaching Academy recently honored the Department of 

History with the Departmental Excellence in Teaching Award. 

 

The Departmental Excellence in Teaching Award is presented in recognition of a 

department or comparable academic unit that has made unique and significant 

contributions to the teaching mission of the university and has a spirit of unity in its 

dedication to the education of students at the undergraduate, graduate and/or professional 

level.  

 

“According to the chairperson of the search committee for this year’s selection, one of the 

main things that stood out about the Department of History is the consistently high 

teaching evaluations for its faculty, particularly in the large service courses offered,” said 

Shannon Bichard, chairwoman of the Teaching Academy. “The faculty in the department 

are also involved in multiple activities to promote the scholarship of teaching.” 

 

The general criterion for the award is the existence of a teaching culture that reflects 

commitment to students, makes teaching a high departmental priority and facilitates 

teaching excellence throughout the department. 

 

“Many people think studying history is about memorizing names and dates. In fact, the 

study of history is the study of who we are and why we are the way we are,” said Sean P. 

Cunningham, interim chairman of the department. “Our teachers respect this and do what 

they can to make sure our students engage the past with an eye for not only understanding 

what happened, but also for understanding and debating why something happened and 

what the impact of that something was on the long-term development of the world in 

which we live. I think our teachers do a great job of making the past relevant to a new 

generation of future leaders.” 

 

The award carries a $25,000 prize to be used for the enhancement of teaching in any way 

the department determines.  

 

“Very tentatively, we plan to use our award to develop a digital history lab in Holden 

Hall,” Cunningham said. “Among many other uses, this lab would enable our instructors 

to more easily create high-quality courses for online teaching.” 

 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.academy.ttu.edu/home/index.asp
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/history/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/history/


The mission of the Teaching Academy at Texas Tech University is to advocate for 

teaching excellence, promote service related to the university’s teaching mission, advise 

and mentor colleagues and others and share knowledge about teaching strategies and their 

implementation as appropriate. 

 

“I’m incredibly proud of this award, and am very thankful to have been chosen,” 

Cunningham said. “American higher education often gets caught in a research-driven rat 

race, which creates a world in which being a good teacher sometimes gets forgotten or 

ignored. We believe that research and teaching go hand in hand, but in this case, it’s nice 

to be recognized for the most critically fundamental thing we can do at a university: 

educating students.” 

 

 

CONTACT: Sean P. Cunningham, interim chairman, Department of History, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 742-3744 or sean.cunningham@ttu.edu.  

mailto:sean.cunningham@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Usability Research Lab Director Wins  

2015 President’s Excellence in Commercialization Award 

Eye-tracking system allows for data collection, computer control for users with limited  

or no hand functionality, and could even help diagnose concussions in athletes. 

 

It’s not uncommon for universities to create new technologies, but it’s generally not a 

ground-breaking piece of equipment from a faculty member in the English department. 

 

Brian Still, an associate professor of technical communication in the Texas Tech 

University Department of English and director of the Texas Tech Usability Research Lab, 

recently received the 2015 President’s Excellence in Commercialization Award for 

developing and bringing to market a mobile eye-tracking technology. 

 

“Brian Still’s work on this exciting new technology will bring more awareness to the high 

quality of faculty and research going on at Texas Tech,” said Texas Tech President M. 

Duane Nellis. “I supported him receiving this award because of the outstanding work he’s 

done and continues to do, and the positive light he’s shining on our university.” 

 

The Usability Research Lab teaches graduate and undergraduate students to provide 

evaluation services to clients and carry out user-experience research. In late 2009 and 

early 2010, multiple clients requested eye-tracking data in the lab’s analytics package.  

 

“Eye tracking, moreso than what users say about the product, is quantifiable and generally 

accurate,” Still said. “‘The eyes don’t lie,’ we say, and often where a user first looks, what 

things most attract the user’s attention, as well as what visual pathway the user takes when 

looking at a web site, for example, tells us a lot about their cognitive expectations and the 

success or failure of a product to meet them.” 

 

The problem with eye tracking, however, is the cost of implementing the technology. 

Systems can cost $40,000 or more, which the lab could not afford. So Still and his team 

attempted to make their own. After months of experimentation, the team constructed a 

prototype eye tracker relatively inexpensively. 

 

“Because it was cheap to make we believed it could be cheap to make for everyone, and 

that would open up the possibility of producing and selling an alternative, affordable eye-

tracking system on the market,” Still said. 

 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/english/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/english/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/english/usability/


He disclosed the EyeGaze invention to Texas Tech’s Office of Research 

Commercialization in 2010. A few months later came the EyeAssist, which allowed for 

the eye to control objects on the screen, including the mouse. 

 

After founding the company Grinbath in 2011 with Usability Research Lab assistant 

Nathan Jahnke, Still licensed the two inventions from Texas Tech. Grinbath began selling 

the EyeGuide Tracker, a low cost eye-tracking system, and EyeGuide Assist, a low cost 

assistive product to allow users with limited or no hand functionality to control a computer 

mouse with their eyes. 

 

The pair eventually developed 3-D drawings, printed circuit boards and designed hardware 

for the products and then created the following software to help them function: 

 

 EyeGuide Capture:  For calibrating the eye in all lighting conditions 

 EyeGuide Analyze: For analyzing eye-tracking data, generating heat maps, gaze plots 

and live data at 60 frames per second, such as pupil diameter and 

user fixations 

 EyeGuide Assist:  For enabling users’ eyes to control the mouse and to use their 

voices, blinking or staring to click on objects or type 

 

Grinbath sold the Tracker and Assist systems in 2011 and 2012. Clients included Oxford 

University, Clemson, USC, Google and PayPal. An Assist system was even sold to Steve 

Gleason, a former NFL player diagnosed with ALS. Such sales allowed Still and Jahnke to 

create a successor to the EyeGuide Tracker technologies. The EG platform, now called the 

EyeGuide Mobile Platform, debuted in 2012. It is the world’s only mobile eye tracking 

and control system.  

 

“It not only allows researchers to see what users see wherever they are, whatever they are 

doing, but it also allows users to control objects with their eyes, including smart systems 

like drones or robotics, even vehicles,” Still said. “A 90-degree HD scene camera, six 

hours of battery life, live viewing and playback on iPads, iPhones and head movement 

compensation with a built in Gyro, the EyeGuide platform is the best system out there for 

mobile eye tracking and control, even though it remains affordable compared to 

competitor products.” 

 

Now with analytics and visualize software, sales of complete systems began in late 2014. 

They have been purchased by Columbia University, the University of North Texas and 

Stanford, to name a few. 

 

EyeGuide Focus 

But even with everything the systems offer, Still and Jahnke aren’t finished. 

 

“We are set to begin pilot testing of a new software application, EyeGuide Focus, which 

allows trainers and other healthcare practitioners to detect the signs of concussion in 

athletes,” Still said. “Most current concussion testing is neuropsychological, but EyeGuide 

Focus is neurocognitive, making it potentially more reliable. And because it can be 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/commercialization/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/commercialization/
http://eye.guide/
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executed in less than a minute, on the sidelines, it is also more flexible and affordable than 

other alternatives such as neuroimaging.” 

 

They have already tested more than 2,000 high school athletes in 2015 as part of their 

study, and now they are working with other Texas Tech researchers from electrical 

engineering, psychology, health and exercise sciences and agriculture to apply for grants 

to study the potential effectiveness of Focus in athlete populations.  

 

“If Focus is successful, it will make Grinbath and Texas Tech leaders in providing 

inexpensive but effective healthcare for sports, especially in rural areas where there are so 

few resources,” Still said. 

 

CONTACT: Brian Still, director, Usability Research Lab, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 834-6439 or brian.still@ttu.edu.  

mailto:brian.still@ttu.edu
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Nationally Known Experts Available To Discuss Obesity, Related Conditions 

  

Numerous experts from Texas Tech University’s Department of Nutritional Sciences are 

available to discuss obesity and the disease’s causes, treatments and relationships with other 

conditions.  

 

Dr. Nikhil Dhurandhar, chairman, Department of Nutritional Sciences, (806) 834-6446 or 

nikhil.dhurandhar@ttu.edu 

 

Dr. Dhurandhar is the chairman of the Department of Nutritional Sciences and president of The 

Obesity Society, a premier professional organization of obesity researchers from North America. 

He researches a human adenovirus that causes obesity, yet improves some metabolic factors. 

This research could lead to a vaccine to prevent a subset of obesity as well as novel anti-diabetic 

treatments. In addition, he has a strong interest in the treatment of obesity. He has a medical 

degree and a doctorate in biochemistry and, among many honors and many publications, was 

awarded the 2015 American Society for Nutrition’s Osborne and Mendel Award, which 

recognizes recent outstanding basic research accomplishments in nutrition.  

 

Jamie Cooper, assistant professor, Department of Nutritional Sciences, (806) 834-5570 or 

jamie.a.cooper@ttu.edu 

 

Cooper researches obesity with a focus on metabolism, energy balance and the role of hunger 

and satiety hormones in the body. She is particularly interested in how exercise and different 

types of dietary fats influence metabolism and satiety. She teaches courses in nutrition, exercise, 

sports supplements and the unique circumstances of sports nutrition. She also is a triathlete who 

wrote a book, “The Complete Nutrition Guide for Triathletes: The Essential Step-by-Step Guide 

to Proper Nutrition for Sprint, Olympic, Half Ironman and Ironman Distances” and is a member 

of The Obesity Society and the American College of Sports Medicine. She also is chairwoman of 

the Audit Committee and a member of both the Finance Committee and the Opening Session 

Task Force Committee for The Obesity Society. 

 

Naima Moustaid-Moussa, director, Obesity Research Cluster, Department of Nutritional 

Sciences, (806) 834-7946 or naima.moustaid-moussa@ttu.edu  

 

Moustaid-Moussa researches the relationship between hormones, body weight and adiposity; the 

role of fat cells in inflammation and the links between obesity and insulin resistance obesity and 

breast cancer. She teaches courses in nutritional biochemistry, research methods and metabolism 

and chronic diseases with an emphasis on obesity and diabetes. She is the founding director of 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/ns/
mailto:nikhil.dhurandhar@ttu.edu
mailto:jamie.a.cooper@ttu.edu
mailto:naima.moustaid-moussa@ttu.edu


Texas Tech’s Obesity Research Cluster, an interdisciplinary effort to further clinical and 

community research related to the treatment and prevention of obesity, and a fellow in The 

Obesity Society and the American Heart Association. Moustaid-Moussa received the American 

Society for Nutrition’s 2015 Pfizer Consumer Healthcare Nutritional Sciences Award, which 

recognizes significant investigative contributions to the understanding of human nutrition, and 

the 2012 Outstanding Investigator Award from ASN’s Nutrient-Gene Interactions Research 

Interest Section. 

 

Martin Binks, associate professor, Department of Nutritional Sciences, (806) 834-4434 or 

m.binks@ttu.edu  

 

Binks leads the Behavioral Medicine & Translational Research Lab and is director of the 

Nutrition & Metabolic Health Initiative at Texas Tech. His expertise spans a breadth of clinical 

and translational research topics and issues in public health related to obesity including: 

behavioral, pharmacologic and surgical obesity treatment; barriers to treatment adherence 

(nutrition and physical activity); obesity and comorbidities; non-alcoholic fatty liver disease 

(NAFLD); pain and sleep in obesity; sickle cell disease; health disparities; and neuroscience 

related to obesity. He is a fellow, chairs the development committee and is secretary-treasurer of 

The Obesity Society; he also holds membership in a number of other national and international 

obesity and nutrition associations and is an editorial board member for the International Journal 

of Obesity and Obesity Science and Practice. He is a recipient of The Obesity Society’s Atkinson 

Stern Award for Distinguished Public Service in Obesity. 

 

John Dawson, assistant professor, Department of Nutritional Sciences, (806) 834-7615 or 

john.a.dawson@ttu.edu  

 

Dawson is a biostatistician with expertise in statistical analysis, design of experiments, analysis 

and interpretation of expression and sequence data, cancer and obesity research and general 

statistical consulting. He researches the proper measurement of nutritional outcomes, especially 

outcomes that are primarily obtained via self-report. Dawson was a finalist for the 2013 Ethan 

Sims Young Investigator Award at The Obesity Society’s Annual Scientific Meeting at Obesity 

Week, which recognizes excellence in research by a young investigator.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 

us on Twitter. 

 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/obesityresearch/
mailto:m.binks@ttu.edu
mailto:john.a.dawson@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Rawls College of Business Hosts Fort Worth Scholarship Roundup Event 

The event will feature speeches by basketball coaches Tubby Smith and Candi Whitaker. 

 

WHAT: Rawls College of Business Fort Worth Scholarship Roundup Event   

 

WHEN: 5:30 p.m. Thursday (May 7) 

 

WHERE: Colonial Country Club, 3735 Country Club Circle, Fort Worth. 

 

EVENT:  Texas Tech University basketball head coaches Tubby Smith and Candi 

Whitaker will be the featured speakers for the Fort Worth Scholarship 

Roundup Event, which raises money for scholarships from donations for 

students in the Rawls College of Business. 

 

Tickets to the event are $50 and can be purchased at 

www.rawlsinftworth.ba.ttu.edu. The event is open to all Texas Tech 

University and Rawls alumni and friends.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Trevor Bell, communications manager, Rawls College of Business, 

Texas Tech University, (806) 834-4651, or trevor.bell@ttu.edu. 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/
http://www.rawlsinftworth.ba.ttu.edu/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:trevor.bell@ttu.edu
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Speak Up! Contest Offers Chance to Hone Communication Skills 

The competition features speakers from public speaking and communication classes. 

 

WHAT: Speak Up! contest sponsored by the Department of Communication 

Studies in the Texas Tech University College of Media & Communication   

 

WHEN: 6 p.m. Tuesday (May 5) 

 

WHERE: Allen Theatre, Student Union Building 

 

EVENT:  Speak Up! gives students the opportunity to display their oral 

communication skills in a competitive format. Contestants come from the 

public speaking and business and professional communication classes, and 

the field is narrowed to six finalists. 

 

 The competition stresses the importance of oral communication, which 

communication studies professor Leanne Lagasse said ranks high on the 

list of attributes future employers seek in job candidates. 

 

 The event is free and open to the public. Doors open at 5:45 p.m. 

 

 The top three teams will earn cash prizes – $500 for first place, $400 for 

second place and $300 for third place. The audience also will choose their 

favorite speaker for the evening, and that speaker will earn $100 as the 

People’s Choice. Also, a member of the audience will be eligible to win an 

iPad 2 Air.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Katherine McBee, event planner, College of Media & Communication, 

Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3304 or katherine.mcbee@ttu.edu. 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/communicationstudies/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/communicationstudies/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:katherine.mcbee@ttu.edu
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Housing Urges Texas Tech Students to ‘Give and Go’ While Moving Out 

The university’s recycling center and a Goodwill truck is open to all students, both on 

and off campus, along with the Lubbock community. 

 

While it’s time for most students to pack up and move home for the summer, Texas Tech 

University Student Housing is urging students, both on and off campus, to donate any 

unwanted items instead of throwing them away or taking them to the landfill. 

 

Students can take their unwanted items to the residence hall lobbies from now until May 

15, or they can take their items to the United Supermarket Arena, where a Goodwill truck 

will be available for donations between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. May 13-14. People in the 

Lubbock community can take their items to the truck as well.  

 

Items accepted include: 

 All appliances 

 Clothing 

 Shoes 

 Bedding 

 Linens 

 Furniture 

 Area rugs 

 Cleaning or laundry products 

 Brooms 

 Toiletries 

 Nonperishable food 

 Bicycles 

 

The items donated are a part of the Give and Go Move Out collection drive, which 

launched as a pilot program last year, when Texas Tech and 14 other universities in the 

nation participated. The drive is organized by Goodwill Industries International, Inc., 

Keep America Beautiful and the College and University Recycling Coalition.  

 

Last year, Texas Tech, along with the other 14 universities, donated more than 220,000 

pounds of useful household goods. Texas Tech alone recovered 38,394 pounds of 

material.  

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
http://housing.ttu.edu/


 

 

Goodwill sells the donated items in its stores or its online auction site and uses the 

revenue to fund employment training and job placement services for people in the 

community. 

 

“It is important for students to donate their items, rather than throwing them away for 

several reasons,” said Melanie Tatum, unit assistant director for Sustainability and 

Warehouse Operations. “It keeps items out of the landfill, reducing the landfill fees for 

the university; it provides useable items for Goodwill to sell, allowing people to purchase 

clothing and other items at a low cost; and it generates funding for job placement in the 

Lubbock community.” 

 

In addition to this collection drive, Texas Tech has a recycling center where students and 

community members can take their household items to be recycled.  

 

Items accepted at the recycling center include:  

 Paper: office, glossy, colored, envelopes, cardstock, newspaper, magazines and 

telephone books 

 Cardboard: flattened boxes, cereal boxes and paper grocery bags 

 Beverage containers: glass bottles, aluminum or steel cans and #1 and #2 plastic 

(type of plastic is noted on the bottom of the container).  

 All plastics: #1 - #7 types, bags, wrap, solo cups, take out containers, trash bags, 

laundry baskets, etc. 

 Styrofoam: packing foam, cups, plates, egg cartons, etc. All items must be clean 

and dry with no food residue.  

 Miscellaneous items: ink cartridges, batteries, toner cartridges, chemicals, lab 

glass, computers and other electronics.  

 

A drop off location is available 24/7 behind Housing Services, located at the Physical 

Plant parking lot entrances off of Main Street and Flint Avenue and Main Street and 

Hartford Avenue. Direction signs are located near the recycling center.  

 

All items must be bagged, except electronics or appliances. All cans must be emptied and 

rinsed out. The recycling center does not accept pizza boxes, tissue paper or any 

containers with food, tobacco or trash in them.  

 

For more information about Student Housing or the Recycling Center, contact 

housing.gogreen@ttu.edu or visit its website. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Melanie Tatum, unit assistant director, Sustainability and Warehouse 

Operations, Student Housing, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1570 or 

m.tatum@ttu.edu.    

mailto:housing.gogreen@ttu.edu
http://housing.ttu.edu/gogreen/recycle
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:m.tatum@ttu.edu
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International Film Series Hosts Final Screening of Spring Semester 

“Echoes of War” follows a Civil War veteran who returns home to a conflict between his 

family and a cattle rancher. 

 

WHAT: The Texas Tech University International Film Series closes its spring 

semester with a preview of “Echoes of War.” 

 

WHEN: 6 p.m. Wednesday (May 6) 

 

WHERE: Alamo Drafthouse Cinema, 120 W. Loop 289 

 

WHO:  “Echoes of War” was written and produced by John Chriss, a 2007 Texas 

Tech graduate, and directed by Kane Senes. The western thriller portrays a 

Civil War veteran who returns home to the countryside only to find 

himself caught in a conflict between his family and the cattle rancher 

harassing them. Chriss will attend the screening. 

 

 Seats can be reserved through the Alamo Drafthouse website for $5, which 

can be exchanged for a $5 food and beverage voucher at the theater. 

 

 For more information on the film and the International Film Series, visit 

ttuinternationalfilmseries.tumblr.com.    

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT:  Robert Peaslee, coordinator, International Film Series, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 834-2562 or robert.peaslee@ttu.edu. 

mailto:emily.e.gardner@ttu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/TTUIntlFilmSeries
http://drafthouse.com/movies/texas-tech-international-film-series-echoes-of-war-with-john-chriss-livee/lubbock
http://ttuinternationalfilmseries.tumblr.com/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:robert.peaslee@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Administrator Joins Newly Created Task Force on Laboratory Safety 

The group will provide research universities with recommendations and guidance. 

 

Alice Young, associate vice president for research at Texas Tech University, has been 

named to the new Task Force on Laboratory Safety created by the Association of Public 

and Land-grant Universities (APLU). 

 

The task force will provide research universities with recommendations and guidance on 

the most appropriate strategies to enhance a culture of laboratory safety. The task force, 

which APLU created in coordination with the Association of American Universities 

(AAU), American Chemical Society (ACS), and Council on Government Relations 

(COGR), is composed of senior research officers and environmental and health safety 

experts. 

 

“A strong safety culture is a critical part of faculty and student success in our laboratories 

and studios,” Young said. “The APLU task force will build on the work that Texas Tech’s 

faculty-led Institutional Laboratory Safety Committee has done to reinforce the 

importance of faculty leadership in identifying hazards that may accompany creative 

laboratory and studio work and in working with our Environmental Health & Safety 

professionals to mitigate any risks.” 

 

Recent ongoing efforts by the U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Board, the American 

Chemical Society and the National Academies show both concern and recognition of the 

absence of a lab safety culture in universities and colleges. The necessity for institutions 

to keep their faculty, staff, students and visitors safe during teaching and research 

activities is critical for their growth, success and long-term sustainability. Significant 

events in recent years, including a lab explosion that severely injured a Texas Tech 

graduate student, have raised awareness and highlight the need for a national solution. 

 

The task force will address the needs that academic institutions have to:  

 understand practical steps in implementing a culture of safety in their 

laboratories; 

 document their commitment to laboratory safety excellence in order to 

benchmark against leading practice; 

 document their compliance with national, state and institutional laboratory 

policies;  

 showcase their dedication to preventing and managing injury of individuals 

performing laboratory activities; and  

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.dept.ehs.ttu.edu/ehs/ehshome


 limit the liability of college and university leadership by meeting established 

standards of excellence, including implementing mechanisms to document an 

institution’s commitment to developing and preserving a culture of safety and 

compliance. 

 

The task force is meeting Wednesday and Thursday (May 6-7) in Washington, D.C., 

with invited speakers from the National Academies, the American Chemical Society, the 

U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Board, the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, Oak Ridge National Lab, Association for the Accreditation of Human 

Research Protection Programs, Campus Safety, Health, and Environmental Management 

Association, and American Biological Safety Association.  

 

The members of the Task Force on Laboratory Safety are: 

 

 Taylor Eighmy (chairman), vice chancellor for research & engagement, 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville  

 Mark McLellan (co-chairman), vice president for research and dean of the 

School of Graduate Studies, Utah State University  

 Kimberly Espy, senior vice president for research, University of Arizona  

 Mridul Gautam, vice president for research and innovation, University of 

Nevada, Reno 

 Jan Novakofski, associate vice chancellor for research for compliance, 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign  

 Patty Olinger, assistant vice president for research administration and director of 

environmental health and safety, Emory University  

 Joanne Polzien, director of compliance, integrity and safety, Michigan 

Technological University  

 Lesley Rigg, vice president for research, Professor of Geography, Northern 

Illinois University  

 Tim Slone, director of department of environmental health safety, University of 

North Carolina at Greensboro  

 Ara Tahmassian, chief research compliance officer, Harvard University  

 Erik Talley, director of environmental health and safety, Cornell University 

 Nancy Wayne, associate vice chancellor for research and professor of 

physiology, University of California Los Angeles 

 Alice Young, associate vice president for research, Texas Tech University  

 

Staff for Task Force 

 Steve Bilbao, director, Environmental Health & Safety, Utah State University 

 Robert Nobles, assistant vice chancellor for research for responsible conduct of 

research and institutional research integrity, University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 Kacy Redd, director, Science and Mathematics Education Policy, APLU 

 

CONTACT: Alice Young, associate vice president for research, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 834-3536 or alice.young@ttu.edu.  
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Texas Tech Doctoral Student Wins 2015 Montgomery-Warschauer Award 

This award from the Financial Planning Association recognizes outstanding contributions 

to the personal financial planning profession. 

 

A doctoral student in Texas Tech University’s Department of Personal Financial 

Planning received a national award from the Financial Planning Association (FPA) for 

the second consecutive year. 

 

David M. Blanchett won the 2015 Montgomery-Warschauer Award for his May 2014 

Journal of Financial Planning article “Exploring the Retirement Consumption Puzzle.” 

He and faculty adviser Michael Finke, a personal financial planning professor, co-won 

the award in 2014. 

 

“David is an exceptionally talented student who is motivated to provide high-quality, 

innovative research that supports the financial planning profession,” Finke said. “Our 

paper last year questioned the assumptions commonly used to establish safe-spending 

plans from retirement accounts. David’s award-winning paper this year finds that retirees 

clearly spend less as they age, even those who are in no risk of running out of money. He 

shows that a better retirement plan would incorporate variable spending patterns.” 

 

Blanchett, who is a certified financial planner and chartered financial analyst, earned his 

master’s in business administration from the University of Chicago Booth School of 

Business prior to coming to Texas Tech. 

 

“This research stems from the many conversations I’ve had with students and professors 

in the Texas Tech personal financial planning program,” Blanchett said. “Texas Tech 

provides a unique opportunity to learn from experts in the profession of financial 

planning.  The doctoral program gave me the skills I needed to conduct high-quality 

research that adds to the base of knowledge in financial planning.” 

 

Now in its fourth year, the Montgomery-Warschauer Award honors the paper published 

in the Journal of Financial Planning that provided the most outstanding contribution to 

the betterment of the profession in the preceding year. This award was named for the late 

Henry Montgomery, who helped create the Journal, and Tom Warschauer, the Journal’s 

first academic editor. 

 

Winners are selected based on nominations by the Journal’s editorial staff, including the 

practitioner editor and academic editor, along with the votes of the Journal’s Editorial 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
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http://www.onefpa.org/journal/Pages/MAY14-Exploring-the-Retirement-Consumption-Puzzle-.aspx


Advisory Board. The award will be presented at FPA’s annual conference in Boston Sept. 

26-28. 

 

“The paper challenges widely held views in planning assumptions and, ultimately, the 

industry is only as good as the assumptions we make,” said Editorial Advisory Board 

member Jason K. Branning. “This paper makes assumptions better.” 
 

CONTACT: Michael Finke, professor, Department of Personal Financial Planning, 

College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5081 or 

michael.finke@ttu.edu.  

http://www.fpa-be.org/
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Mechanical Engineering Team Chosen for Initiative on Inclusion and Diversity 

The faculty team will collaborate on projects designed to address the experiences of 

underrepresented faculty, staff and students while initializing change. 

 

A faculty team from Texas Tech University’s Department of Mechanical Engineering has 

been chosen for the Transforming Engineering Culture to Advance Inclusion and 

Diversity (TECAID) project. 

 

Texas Tech was selected for the program along with teams from Michigan Technological 

University, Oregon State University, Purdue University and the University of Oklahoma. 

A joint project of the Women in Engineering ProActive Network (WEPAN), the 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) and Purdue, TECAID is designed to 

advance understanding and the experiences of faculty, staff and students who have been 

underrepresented in the past. It also aims to study the impact of stereotypes and the 

process of change-planning and goal-setting in an academic environment. 

 

The Texas Tech team consists of mechanical engineering professors Ed Anderson, 

Gordon Christopher, Jharna Chaudhuri, Michelle Pantoya, Jenny Qiu and James Yang; 

Audra Morse, the associate dean for undergraduate studies in the Whitacre College of 

Engineering; and Charlotte Durham, an associate professor in the Department of 

Women’s Studies.  

 

Chaudhuri, the chairwoman of the Department of Mechanical Engineering, said Whitacre 

College of Engineering dean Al Sacco Jr., President M. Duane Nellis and Provost 

Lawrence Schovanec have been vital in their support of the department. 

 

“The department feels very proud to be included in this national initiative,” Chaudhuri 

said. “The department has made a concerted effort in the past few years to increase the 

representation of women in the faculty with the hiring of three female assistant professors 

out of nine total hires. This focus on increasing the number of women in the faculty ranks 

is a start in the effort to increase the overall participation of all traditionally 

underrepresented groups in engineering.” 

 

TECAID, supported by a grant from the National Science Foundation’s (NSF) 

Broadening Participating in Engineering program, will support the work of mechanical 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/me/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/wstudies/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/wstudies/


engineering departments committed to change through research and faculty efforts to 

promote diversity and inclusion through practices within the department. It will provide 

professional development, consultation and a virtual learning community for participating 

departments and leaders. 

 

“In order to compete and succeed in the global economy, countries must better engage 

the engineering and scientific talent of diverse populations,” said Thomas Perry, director 

of engineering education for ASME. “Today, many thousands of gifted individuals, most 

notably women and underrepresented minorities, remain a disproportionally small 

fraction of those in engineering careers while at the same time the opportunities and 

rewards of an engineering career have never been better.” 

 

WEPAN was founded in 1990 as a nonprofit educational organization leading the charge 

through research and practices to advance the inclusion of women in engineering, both in 

higher education and in the work place. It is the primary grant recipient from the NSF. 

 

“To continue our effort in this area and capitalize on our recent gains, we would like to 

focus on increasing the retention rate of women within engineering and in particular 

within the undergraduate mechanical engineering program,” Chaudhuri said. “As a 

faculty, we have noted a significant issue in the smaller retention rates of women 

mechanical engineering students as compared to their male counterparts and believe 

working on this problem offers a unique and useful way to increase diversity within the 

department, and as a possible model to expand to other universities.” 

 

For more information on the TECAID project, go to its website. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Jharna Chaudhuri, professor and chairwoman, Department of 

Mechanical Engineering, Whitacre College of Engineering, (806) 834-0508 or 

jharna.chaudhuri@ttu.edu. 

 

http://www.wskc.org/tecaid
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Public Relations Department Hands Out Inaugural Awards 

The department recognized the top public relations student, the top media strategies 

student and the top faculty member for 2014-15. 

 

The Department of Public Relations in the Texas Tech University College of Media & 

Communication (CoMC) has recognized its top students and faculty members with a trio 

of inaugural awards. 

 

Trent Seltzer, the chairman of the department, said the department created the Student of 

the Year award to recognize students who go above and beyond and are working to better 

the department, the community and the profession. 

 

“In the interest of trying to celebrate students who do good work, we wanted to make 

them more visible and award them for a job well done,” Seltzer said. “We have some 

really fantastic students in the program, and I don’t think they get recognized enough.” 

 

Lauren West, a senior public relations major from Coppell and the account manager for 

RaiderComm, the college’s student-run public relations firm, was named Public Relations 

Student of the Year. She said she was honored to win the award, and it meant a lot to be 

recognized for doing something she was passionate about. 

 

“Winning this award means everything to me,” West said. “Since I am graduating, it is 

nice to see the progress I have made and things I have learned building up to this. I have 

had an amazing undergraduate experience, and it is extremely cool to be going out on 

such a high note.” 

 

The Media Strategies Student of the Year award was given to Wesley Metter, a senior 

media strategies major from Plano and the vice president of the Media Entrepreneurship 

& Innovation Group. 

 

“I was so excited to win the award because it showed me the faculty thought my resume 

was worthy and what I had to say in the interview was worthy,” Metter said. “It really 

meant a lot to me. It was such a great honor to end my senior year with this.” 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/programs/pr.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/
https://www.facebook.com/RaidercommPR


Andy King, an associate professor in the department, served as the chairman for the 

awards committee. He said students submitted applications, which were reviewed by the 

committee, and three finalists were selected. Finalists were then interviewed to determine 

the winner. 

 

“We were looking for overall excellence and a balance of academic and personal 

achievements,” King said, “which included involvement with things such as student 

organizations within the college, internships or other jobs and opportunities.” 

 

Autumn Shafer, an assistant professor and the faculty adviser for the student organization 

“Define Your Line,” was named Public Relations Faculty Member of the Year. 

 

Seltzer said in addition to recognizing the students, he also wanted to recognize the 

faculty’s achievements. Faculty members in the department were asked to submit 

applications highlighting their strengths in the areas of teaching, service and research. A 

committee of faculty members from CoMC reviewed the applications, and one winner 

was chosen. 

 

“It is humbling and feels quite special to be recognized in this way by other faculty who I 

respect,” Shafer said. “I have put a great deal of effort into creating the most useful 

classes for my students, doing research that matters, collaborating with other faculty and 

also volunteering for service within the department. It is nice to be acknowledged, 

although all of the other faculty members are amazing. I just try to keep up with them.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Trent Seltzer, chairman, Department of Public Relations, College of 

Media & Communication, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3803 or 

trent.seltzer@ttu.edu. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Texas Tech Announces 2015-2016 Spirit Squads 

The cheer and pom squads were selected May 3. 

 

After a weekend of an extensive tryout process, the Texas Tech University cheer and 

pom squads announced its new team Sunday (May 3) for the 2015-2016 year.  

 

A total of 155 people from across the country attended the cheer and pom squad tryouts. 

The contestants were interviewed and judged on different skills.  

 

“This year’s talent at tryouts was incredible,” said Bruce Bills, head cheer and mascot 

coach. “The candidates for cheer were evaluated by judges in four skill categories over 

the two-day selection process: game day/spirit, standing tumbling, running tumbling and 

stunts, and they also had individual interviews. I looked for not only the most skilled 

cheerleaders, but also those who would be great representatives for Texas Tech and our 

program. I am excited to begin a new year.” 

 

Fifteen contestants were chosen for the all-girl team and 28 were chosen for the co-ed 

team.  

 

The All-Girl team members are Taylor Altom, Houston; Lexi Atkinson, Denton; Kailea 

Coles, Rockwall; Paegan Collings, Fort Worth; Keely Ehlers, Lubbock; Gabriela Garza, 

Lubbock; Karlye Loughman, Bedford; Ashlyn Massey, North Richland Hills; Kayla 

McFarland, Abilene; Savannah Mize, Friendswood; Kendall Jones, Cleburne; Madison 

Lewis, Gilbert, Arizona; Deyanna Porter, Lorton, Virginia; Hannah Sheaffer, Dallas; and 

Kaitlynn Vela, Bedford. 

 

The co-ed team members are Christopher Alleman, Seabrook; William Arrott, San 

Angelo; Charles Beasley, Stafford, Virginia; Shelbi Crawford, Rockwall; Damon 

Dunbar, Denver, Colorado; Vincent Farello, Rio Rancho, New Mexico; Heather 

Gallegos, Royse City; Sarah Howard, Austin; Kennedy Hudson, The Woodlands; Deylon 

Kirschling, Austin; Paige Kloetzer, Houston; Mikaela Lozada, Wylie; Thomas McCarthy, 

Derry, New Hampshire; Haley Moore, Lumberton; Brianna Moreno, Del Rio; Justin 

Ornelas, Del Rio; Nicolo Rossorelli, Keller; Luke Schuster, Palatine, Illinois; Rikki 

Sennikoff, Forney; Dejuan Smith, High Point, North Carolina; Philip Sorrells, Amarillo; 

Justin Telford, Arlington; Zach Tucker, Basehor, Kansas; Sammi Vonderschmidt, 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
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McKinney; Lindsay White, Rockwall; Flo Willfort, Vienna, Austria; Jamie Williams, 

Austin; and Christopher Yaneza, Downers Grove, Illinois. 

Out of 62 contestants for the pom squad, 20 were chosen for the 2015-2016 year – 12 

rookies and eight veterans.  

 

“This was by far the most talent we have ever seen at a Texas Tech Pom audition,” said 

Erin Harold, head pom squad coach. “We had candidates from eight states, which made it 

even more competitive. We can’t say enough about the level of talent and the quality of 

people on the team this year. We are so excited to get to work for the upcoming season.” 

 

The new pom squad members are Rachel Alexander, Plano; Katelyn Begnaud, 

Friendswood; Alyssa Cisneros, Dallas; Kayla Coston, Keller; Shelby Gorney, 

Montgomery; Faith Henderson, Lewisville; Nailah Jones, Houston; Brooke Kotrla, Sugar 

Land; Lauren Lund, Omaha, Nebraska; Marisa Martin, San Antonio; Lindsay Ollivant, 

Plano; Raegan Riegel, Temple; Natalee Riepenhoff, Flower Mound; Shannon Rockwell, 

Allen; Tori Skillings, Plano; Ciara Stamper, Highlands Ranch, Colorado; Mary Claire 

Sweatt, Colleyville; Hailey West, Norman, Oklahoma; Christa Widjaja, The Colony; and 

Meagan Wilkes, Lubbock. 

 

Texas Tech Cheer and Pom placed second and fourth at this year’s collegiate nationals.  

 

For more information about the squads or the Texas Tech Spirit Program, please visit its 

website. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Stephanie Rhode, director, Spirit Program, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 742-5433 or stephanie.rhode@ttu.edu.   
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The Hub@TTU Earns Seven Awards from Three Journalism Organizations 

The work done by the student-run online publication was recognized for several of its 

biggest stories from the past year. 

 

The Hub@TTU was recently honored with seven awards from three different student 

publication organizations. 

 

The Hub@TTU, a student-run multimedia publication inside the Texas Tech University 

College of Media and Communication, was recognized by the Texas Intercollegiate Press 

Association (TIPA), the Society of Professional Journalists (SPJ) and the College Media 

Association (CMA) for its work over the past year. Staff members honored include 

Lucinda Holt, Sarah Self-Walbrick, Alicia Keene, Abbie Arroyos, Evan Dixon, Ben 

Jarvis and Anibal Galindo. 

 

“I have watched with great pride as The Hub@TTU has matured over the past two years 

into a world-class online journalism platform,” said Rob Peaslee, chairman of the 

Department of Journalism and Electronic Media. “These recognitions provide support to 

what we already knew: we have extremely talented and hard-working students producing 

incredible work under the guidance and mentorship of some dedicated and 

knowledgeable faculty advisers.”  

 

The Texas Intercollegiate Press Association honored The Hub@TTU with five awards, 

including first place in Best Use of Mapping and honorable mention in Best Use of Data 

for its Sexual Health microsite. The Hub’s parking series finished third in Best Use of 

Data while its Executive Candidate Forum coverage finished third in Best Multimedia 

Package. The Hub’s website, ttuhub.net, earned honorable mention in Best Interactivity.  

 

The Hub won two first place awards in the Region 8 Society of Professional Journalists’ 

Mark of Excellence competition, including Best Independent Online Student Publication 

and Online Feature Reporting for “American Dream, Mexican Nightmare” by Holt and 

Self-Walbrick. Those stories will now advance to the national competition.  

 

The Hub was a finalist in five categories: Best Digital-Only Student Publication; Best 

Use of Multimedia and Online News Reporting for “ICYMI: Executive Candidate Forum 

and Election Coverage” by Keene, Arroyos, Dixon and Jarvis; Online In-Depth 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
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Reporting for “The Lack of Title X Funding” by Holt, Galindo and Keene; and Online 

News Reporting for “ICYMI: Farewell to the Hancellor” by Keene, Self-Walbrick, Dixon 

and Galindo. 

 

The Hub’s West Texas Water microsite won first place in the CMA Apple Awards 

contest in New York City for Best Multimedia Package. Self-Walbrick was featured on 

the Today Show, and former Texas Tech student and current CBS anchor Scott Pelley 

invited Keene and Self-Walbrick to sit in on an Evening News editorial meeting.  

 

Keene worked with Self-Walbrick and journalism professors Pete Brewton, Randy 

Reddick and Cam Stone, the SPJ chapter adviser, to finalize which stories were submitted 

for the various contests. 

  

“It’s not all about the awards,” Keene said. “They are exciting and encouraging, as they 

let us know we are on the right track and push us to do just that much better next time. 

But we love what we do, and our aim is to provide quality, informative and interesting 

journalism to our audience.” 

 

Self-Walbrick said working with The Hub@TTU was her “ultimate collegiate goal,” and 

having the opportunity to work as the news director has been a great experience. 

 

“I’m thankful that I’ve had the freedom and opportunity to report on issues I think are 

important that impact the Texas Tech and Lubbock community,” Self-Walbrick said. 

“The fact that some of my favorite stories have won awards is an incredibly humbling 

experience that I know I would not have gotten elsewhere.”  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Pete Brewton, visiting assistant professor, Department of Journalism 

and Electronic Media, College of Media & Communication, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 834-0434 or pete.brewton@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
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Hayhoe Chosen as Top 10 Environmental Leader by Huffington Post 

The media company recognized the Climate Science Center director for her effort in 

bridging the gap in communicating climate change effects to the general public. 

 

Katharine Hayhoe’s reputation as one of the world’s leading experts on climate change 

continues to grow. 

 

Hayhoe, an associate professor in the Department of Political Science and director of the 

Climate Science Center at Texas Tech University, was named to the top 10 list of 

environmental leaders by Huffington Post. 

 

“I appreciate this recognition on behalf of the work that I and so many others do to reach 

out to people and communities who aren’t typically engaged on environmental issues,” 

Hayhoe said. “Framing climate change as an ‘environmental issue’ is really part of the 

challenge that lets so many of us dismiss it as yet another green, liberal issue. Climate 

change affects our environment and our planet, but it also affects so many things we 

already care about for human society – our health, our water, our energy, the economy 

and even the fundamental security of the world we live in.” 

 

The Huffington Post top 10 list is part of a celebration of the organization’s 10th 

anniversary, which was released on Thursday (May 7). Post editors sought to recognize 

leaders who are reshaping the environmental movement now and into the future. Hayhoe 

was chosen for her work in bridging the gaps in communication of climate change to the 

general public. 

 

“Her work is helping make people not only better understand climate change, but 

inspiring them to action in their own lives,” said Kate Sheppard, senior reporter and the 

energy and environment editor for the Huffington Post. “In short, climate science needs 

more Katharine Hayhoes.” 

 

An evangelical Christian, Hayhoe’s research focuses on the impacts of climate change on 

human life on a local and regional scale and communicating the realities of climate 

change. 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/politicalscience/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/csc/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/


Hayhoe, who holds bachelor’s degrees in physics and astronomy from the University of 

Toronto and master’s and doctorate degrees in atmospheric science from the University 

of Illinois, also is a principal investigator for the U.S. Department of the Interior’s South-

Central Climate Science Center. 

 

She has produced more than 100 peer-reviewed papers, abstracts, publications and 

reports for organizations such as the U.S. Global Change Research Program’s Second and 

Third National Climate Assessment and the U.S. National Academy of Science. 

 

She also has served as a scientific adviser to Citizen’s Climate Lobby, the EcoAmerica 

MomentUS project, the Energy and Enterprise Initiative, the Evangelical Environmental 

Network and the International Women’s Earth and Climate Initiative. She’s also served 

on the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Climate 

Predictions and Projections team and the NOAA Climate.gov advisory team. 

 

In 2014, she was named to the TIME 100, an annual list of the most influential people in 

the world, and to Foreign Policy magazine’s publication of the 100 Leading Global 

Thinkers. Her focus on educating the public about how climate change affects the 

everyday lives of all humans has made her so influential. 

 

“We don’t have to become what many of us picture environmentalists to be to care about 

climate change,” Hayhoe said. “Are we a parent who would do anything we could to 

secure our child’s safe and happy future? Are we a business person who wants a stable 

and thriving economy? Are we a farmer, a rancher or a producer who wants to ensure we 

have enough water to grow our crops? Do we live in one of the world’s largest cities, 

two-thirds of which lies within just a few feet of sea level, putting our home at risk? Are 

we Christian, people who are called to be responsible for God’s creation and to love and 

care for others as Christ loved us? 

 

“I believe that nearly everyone on this planet has all the values they need to care about 

climate change. We just have to connect the dots.” 

 

The Huffington Post’s list of top 10 environmental leaders can be found here. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Katharine Hayhoe, associate professor of political science and director 

of the Climate Science Center, Department of Political Science, College of Arts & 

Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-8665 or katharine.hayhoe@ttu.edu. 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/05/08/top-environmental-leaders-us_n_7206522.html?utm_hp_ref=the-next-10
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History Faculty Member Named to Army Officer Candidate School Hall of Fame 

Ron Milam was honored for his civilian public service in teaching military history. 

 

Ron Milam, an associate professor of history, vice president of the Faculty Senate, a 

Fulbright Scholar to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and a faculty adviser to the 

Veteran’s Association at Texas Tech University, was recently inducted into the Army’s 

Officer Candidate School (OCS) Hall of Fame Class of 2015 in Fort Benning, Georgia. 

 

According to a letter from Major Gen. Austin S. Miller announcing the induction of Lt. 

Milam, the Hall of Fame recognizes leadership excellence in both military and civilian 

public service. 

 

“It is a great honor and one that was totally unexpected because I was a ‘one and done’ 

soldier many years ago,” said Milam, a combat veteran of the Vietnam War. “When they 

told me of the criteria for induction, I didn’t meet any of them except, perhaps, ‘achieving 

national and international fame from traits learned at OCS.’ I was one of only five 

inductees out of 28 this year who were not career military, and one of those was 

posthumously, having been killed in Vietnam. So I truly believe that my induction is based 

on my career here at Texas Tech, my teaching of military history, study abroad in 

Southeast Asia, and the many students who have benefited not only from my experience as 

an officer in Vietnam but also my subsequent scholarship and book.” 

 

Milam teaches U.S. history, the Vietnam War and graduate and undergraduate courses in 

military history. He wrote the book, “Not a Gentleman’s War: An Inside View of Junior 

Officers in the Vietnam War,” as well as a chapter on the Vietnam War in the “Companion 

to Military History.” Two other book projects are in the works: “The Siege of Phu Nhon: 

Montagnards and Americans as Allies in Battle,” about one of the most significant battles 

in the late days of the Vietnam War, and “Cambodia and Kent State: Killing in the Jungle 

and on the College Campuses,” on the American incursion into Cambodia in 1970 and the 

subsequent campus demonstrations that resulted in students’ deaths. He also is under 

contract to write a two-volume book, “The Vietnam War and Popular Culture.” 

 

Milam is a member of the Texas Tech Vietnam Center Advisory Board; the board of 

directors of the David Westphall Veteran’s Foundation, which operates the Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial State Park in Angel Fire, New Mexico; and the Texas Aviation 

Historical Foundation. As a member of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, he serves 

on the content advisory committee for the new education center at the Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial Wall in Washington, D.C. 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/history/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/senate/
http://www.orgs.ttu.edu/vatt/
http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/


 

As a member of the Hall of Fame, Milam joins notable OCS graduates including: 

 Former U.S. Secretary of Defense Casper Weinberger 

 Former U.S. Secretary of the Army John O. Marsh 

 Gen. Frederick J. Kroesen Jr., retired 

 Gen. James J. Lindsay, retired 

 Gen. William F. Garrison, retired 

 Former Sen. Robert “Bob” Dole 

 Ron Neumann, U.S. ambassador to Afghanistan 

 

CONTACT: Ron Milam, faculty adviser to the Veteran’s Association and associate 

professor, Department of History, College of Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 834-0727 or ron.milam@ttu.edu. 

mailto:ron.milam@ttu.edu
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Rawls College of Business Professor Honored for Community Service 

Francisco Delgadillo was presented with the inaugural Education Adelante Award for his 

dedication to students and Lubbock. 

 

Francisco Delgadillo, Rawls College of Business faculty director for diversity and 

associate professor in the Area of Information Systems and Qualitative Sciences, was 

awarded the inaugural Education Adelante Award for his work in the community and his 

dedication toward student success.  

 

The Adelante Awards were created to recognize Hispanic men and youth for their work 

and service as community role models. Delgadillo received his award at the Adelante 

Awards Banquet on Friday (May 1). 

 

“It’s a great honor to receive the Adelante Award in the Education category, and I feel 

extremely fortunate to be selected as the recipient of the award,” Delgadillo said. “I was 

excited just to be nominated, but to know that members of Lubbock’s Hispanic 

community support and appreciate my efforts is both humbling and gratifying.” 

 

Delgadillo was nominated for the award by Loren Hall, a senior accounting major who 

recently was named Protégé of the Year by Mentor Tech.  

 

“I nominated Dr. Delgadillo for this award because of his dedication to the Lubbock 

community and Texas Tech,” Hall said. “He inspires others to follow a path of 

achievement. For example, as his protégé in Mentor Tech, I have firsthand knowledge of 

his dedication to the success of the students who he mentors as well as his passion to 

create opportunities for others.” 

 

Other students who have worked with Delgadillo, who has served as a mentor through 

Mentor Tech since 2005, have exhibited sustained academic success, with every business 

student graduating with a GPA of 3.6 or better. In addition to his work mentoring 

students, Delgadillo promotes diversity throughout the Rawls College of Business by 

traveling around the state to recruit high-achieving underrepresented students who can 

become leaders in business. 

 

mailto:trevor.bell@ttu.edu
http://rawlsnews.ba.ttu.edu/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/about/usc/documents/MIS-MajorOnePager-W.pdf


The education category consisted of several nominees from the Texas Tech community, 

including senior administrator Paul Ruiz, senior vice president and vice provost Juan 

Muñoz and professor Jorge Ramirez, associate dean of the School of Law.  Other 

nominees included Jeremy D. Cortez, Ricardo Rodriguez, Jesus Arenas Jr. and Edward 

“Benji” Soza. 

 

The event drew 40 nominations in 11 categories. Other categories included medical, 

business/professional, first responder, military/veteran, church, media, civic/volunteer, 

athlete/athletics supporter, college young adult and youth. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Trevor Bell, communications manager, Rawls College of Business, 

Texas Tech University, (806) 834-4651 or trevor.bell@ttu.edu. 

 

http://www.law.ttu.edu/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:trevor.bell@ttu.edu


 

Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

                                                                                      

News Release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE: May 8, 2015 

CONTACT:  George Watson, george.watson@ttu.edu 

                     (806) 742-2136 

 

Rawls College of Business Rated Among Best Value for MBA 

The ranking by Value Colleges adds to a long list of rankings for the college. 

 

The Rawls College of Business at Texas Tech University on Tuesday was ranked in the 

top 10 of the 50 Best Value MBA Programs for 2015 by Value Colleges. 

 

The rankings took into account only schools in the U.S. accredited by the Association to 

Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB). Schools were ranked according to 

overall cost, national ranking and average starting salary for graduates. 

 

“The Rawls College is committed to delivering high-quality graduate business programs 

with faculty thought leaders at an affordable cost to our students,” Rawls College of 

Business Dean Lance Nail said. “Given our increased placement rates and starting 

salaries for graduate students, our students know they are making a positive investment in 

their future by joining the Rawls College’s graduate programs.”  

 

The Rawls College of Business was lauded by Value College for its various programs 

and other rankings, including best business program by U.S. News and the 2015 Best for 

Vets ranking by Military Times. 

 

The college offers numerous MBA programs, including a science, Technology, 

engineering, mathematics (STEM) MBA, MBA for working professionals, an MBA with 

emphasis on health organization management and a dual degree MBA. The college also 

was praised for its job placement rate of 92.3 percent for December 2014 MBA 

graduates. 

 

The Rawls College’s MBA programs are designed to give students a more in-depth 

understanding of the business world, and prepare them for successful careers as leaders, 

managers, executives and innovators in their chosen field. Students who obtain an MBA 

from the Rawls College gain advanced skills and knowledge in core business fields, 

develop an awareness and sensitivity to ethical issues in business, and acquire an 

increased understanding of international and cross-cultural business environments. 

 

“Our primary goal has always been to deliver first-class education to hard-working 

students,” said Bill Pasewark, associate dean for Graduate Programs and Research. “The 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/
http://www.valuecolleges.com/rankings/best-value-mba-programs/
http://www.valuecolleges.com/
http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2014/09/texas-tech-climbs-u-s-news-and-world-report-rankings
http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2015/03/business-college-ranked-in-top-15-best-for-vets-by-military-times
http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2015/03/business-college-ranked-in-top-15-best-for-vets-by-military-times
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/graduate/index.php


affordability of our programs is a very welcome byproduct. Our wonderful facilities and 

abundant scholarships are made possible by donations from alumni and friends that 

enthusiastically support the programs we offer.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Trevor Bell, section coordinator, Jerry S. Rawls College of Business 

Administration, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-4651 or trevor.bell@ttu.edu. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:trevor.bell@ttu.edu
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Summer Chef, Fashion Camps Available at Texas Tech 

Campers will get the chance to practice their craft before putting on a reception for their 

families on the last day of both camps. 

 

Future chefs and fashion designers can get a taste of their industry at a summer camp at 

Texas Tech University. 

 

The College of Human Sciences is holding a chef camp and a fashion camp from June 22-

26. Both camps are open to children ages 13 to 16 years old, who will live on campus for 

the week. The fashion camp also has a different camp available for children ages 8-12. 

 

The Hospitality and Retail Management program is putting on the chef camp with the 

purpose of teaching teenagers everything from plating and presentation to learning how to 

make the best dishes. At the end of the camp, the campers will present their culinary chops 

at a cooking competition and reception for their families. 

 

The chef camp costs $750 and includes room, meals, a chef coat, apron, camp T-shirt and 

supplies.  

 

Both fashion camps costs $600 per camper. Tau Rho Mu, the camp for teenagers, includes 

courses on different types of fabric, how to display clothing in stores, fashion history and 

owning a clothing store and gives the teenagers the opportunity to put on a fashion show 

for their families. 

 

Glue, Glitter and Glamour gives campers ages 8 to 12 the opportunity to make bleach pen 

shirts, embellish accessories, learn how to safely sew and more, along with a fashion 

show.  

 

Registration for all the camps is open until May 31.  

 

CONTACT: Deborah Fowler, associate professor, Department of Hospitality and 

Retail Management, College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-

1779 or deborah.fowler@ttu.edu.  

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/hrm/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/hrm/RET/chef_camp/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/hrm/RET/fashion_camp/
mailto:deborah.fowler@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Team Finishes Second at Energy Innovation Challenge 

The interdisciplinary team of students competed to develop and present solutions to water 

use from hydraulic fracturing. 

 

A team of Texas Tech University students finished runner-up in the 2015 Texas Energy 

Innovation Challenge sponsored by Power Across Texas. 

 

The Texas Tech team finished behind Houston in the competition held Friday (May 1) at 

the state Capitol building in Austin, but finished ahead of the University of Texas, Texas 

A&M University and the University of Texas-El Paso. Their challenge was to present to 

a panel of judges solutions for the 2015 Texas Energy Innovation Challenge (TEIC), to 

research, evaluate and develop the most creative and economic use for water resulting 

from hydraulic fracturing of wells, whether that solution includes recycling, disposal or 

discharge. 

 

Sponsored by faculty representative Danny Reible, the Donovan Maddox Distinguished 

Engineering Chair and professor in the Department of Civil, Environmental and 

Construction Engineering, the Texas Tech team consists of Ebru Unal, a doctoral student 

in the Department of Petroleum Engineering; James Urban, a master’s student in the 

Rawls College of Business; Ritesh Sevanthi, an doctoral student at Texas Tech; and 

Soraya Honarparvar, a doctoral student in the Department of Chemical Engineering. 

 

“The students presented a comprehensive solution for management of water produced 

from oil and gas activities, recognizing there is no single solution for such a complex 

problem,” Reible said. “They developed plans for reusing as much of the produced water 

as possible for other oil and gas activities, including hydraulic fracturing, but also showed 

how some of the water could receive low-cost treatment and be used to supply power 

plant cooling waters, create energy-producing solar ponds and as a deicing fluid for roads 

during winter. The combined solutions could effectively utilize much of the water that 

now goes to disposal facilities.” 

 

Also included on the team were Mrunali Patil, a master’s student in the Department of 

Petroleum Engineering, Mathew Vandyke, a master’s student in the Department of Media 

& Communication, and James West, a student in the School of Law. 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ceweb/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ceweb/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/pe/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/che/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/
http://www.law.ttu.edu/


By finishing second, the Texas Tech team earned a $7,500 scholarship. 

 

Texas Railroad Commission chairwoman Christi Craddick and commissioners David 

Porter and Ryan Sitton attended the event, as did state Sen. Charles Perry (R-Lubbock). 

Perry is the chairman of the Senate Agricultural, Water and Rural Affairs Committee. 

 

“Oil and gas is the backbone of the Texas economy, and I’m pleased to see young Texans 

are working to find innovative, practical real-world solutions to pressing energy issues, 

like water,” said Porter, who delivered the opening remarks for the event. “The future of 

Texas looks even brighter thanks to these young adults.” 

 

The TEIC was created to challenge graduate students from interdisciplinary programs to 

develop research and imagination to solve existing energy problems in Texas. 

Participants create both written and oral presentations with their research solutions. 

 

Judges for the competition represent an array of businesses related to the subject, from 

recycling and water resource businesses to shale and oil gas exploration companies. 

 

The competition is sponsored by Power Across Texas, a statewide nonprofit organization 

based in Austin that uses academic, political and private resources to host initiatives 

hoping to advance solutions to energy issues across the state. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Danny Reible, Donovan Maddox Distinguished Engineering Chair, 

Department of Civil, Environmental and Construction Engineering, Whitacre 

College of Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-8050 or 

danny.reible@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:danny.reible@ttu.edu
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National Ranching Heritage Center Hosts Summer Stampede 

The show and sale of western art and gear will highlight an evening of dining and 

dancing. 

 

More than 30 western artists will attend the National Ranching Heritage Center (NRHC) 

the Summer Stampede, a western art and gear show followed by an evening of dining and 

western swing dancing. 

 

Participants will have an opportunity to meet the artists as well as view and purchase 

artwork and western gear beginning at 5 p.m. June 20 in the museum galleries. Dinner 

will be served at 7 p.m., and Jake Hooker and the Outsiders will provide music for 

dancing on the patio.  

 

Limited tickets are available and must be purchased in advance from the Ranching 

Heritage Association (RHA) website. The cost is $75 for the general public and $65 for 

RHA members. 

 

The RHA is a nonprofit member organization established to support NRHC programs, 

exhibits and other activities that tell the ranching story. A portion of the proceeds from 

the art and gear sale will be used for NRHC programs.   

 

Western artists and gear makers featured at the event include Russell Yates, Baru Spiller, 

Edgar Sotelo, Peter Robbins, T.K. Riddle, Laddan Ledbetter, Matt Humphreys, David 

Griffin, Tyler Crow, Bob Moline, Doug Clark, Wilson Capron, Mike Capron, Teal Blake, 

Buckeye Blake, Mary Baxter, Billy Klapper, Bruce Greene, Janeil Anderson, Brian 

Asher, Wayne Baize, Mary Ross Buchholz, Kim Mackey, Jan Mapes, Mejo Okon, Jason 

Scull, Garland Weeks, Randy Butters, Michael Tittor, Stewart Williamson and Mark 

Kohler. 

 

Supported by the RHA and Texas Tech University, the NRHC is a unique 27-acre 

museum and historical park offering educational programs and exhibits to promote 

interest in ranching history and contemporary ranching issues. Located at 3121 Fourth 

St., the center provides 40 authentic dwellings and ranch structures from some of the 

nation’s most historic ranches.   

 

CONTACT: Sue Jones, coordinator of outreach and engagement, National Ranching 

Heritage Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-2646 or sue.jones@ttu.edu.  

mailto:sue.jones@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ranchhc/
http://ranchingheritage.org/
http://ranchingheritage.org/
mailto:sue.jones@ttu.edu
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Registration Open for Summer Youth Classes at National Ranching Heritage 

Center, International Cultural Center 

The classes will run for a week in the middle of July. 

 

A variety of summer youth classes ranging from leatherworking to movie making will be 

available July 13-17 for children in kindergarten through fifth grade at the National 

Ranching Heritage Center (NRHC) and International Cultural Center (ICC) on the Texas 

Tech University campus. 

 

“Classes fill up quickly on a first-come, first-served basis,” said Julie Hodges, NRHC 

director of educational programs. “Some of the classes are already half full, so parents 

should register their children as soon as possible on our website.” 

 

Class topics, descriptions and time periods are available online. Registration and tuition 

payment can be made online for up to four classes from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuition is 

$25 per class ($20 per class for Junior Rough Riders). To receive a paper registration 

form and/or pay by check, call (806) 742-0498 or email julie.hodges@ttu.edu.   

 

Although participants can take up to two classes in the morning and two classes in the 

afternoon, Western Movie Making and Leatherworking each run from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 

p.m. and cost $50. 

  

Morning classes will meet at the NRHC and afternoon classes will meet at the ICC. 

Students taking classes during both sessions will need to bring a sack lunch and will be 

escorted by staff to the ICC. Snacks will be provided at mid-morning and mid-afternoon. 

 

Classes available for children grades K-2 include Wildlife on the Ranch; Plants, Seeds 

and Me; Pioneer Living; Texas Time Travel; Culture Through Art; Music Around the 

World; and Oh, the Places You’ll Go. 

 

Classes available for children grades 3-5 include Leatherworking; Western Movie 

Making; Ranch Drawing and Painting; Water Wranglers; Let’s Talk! Communication 

Through the Ages; Ellis Island: An Immigrant Experience; Worldly Wonders; They Live 

in a What?; Culture Through Art; and Music Around the World.  

 

The NRHC is a unique museum and historical park at 3121 Fourth St. The K-12 Global 

Education Outreach unit of the ICC is at 605 Indiana Ave. across from the University 

Medical Center.  

mailto:julie.hodges@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ranchhc/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ranchhc/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/international/
http://ranchingheritage.org/summer-youth-classes/
mailto:julie.hodges@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/international/intlopr/k-12geo/index.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/international/intlopr/k-12geo/index.php


 

CONTACT: Julie Hodges, director of education, National Ranching Heritage 

Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0083 or julie.hodges@ttu.edu.  

mailto:julie.hodges@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Announces Spring 2015 Commencement Schedule 

 

Texas Tech University will host spring commencement ceremonies Friday and Saturday 

(May 15-16) at United Supermarkets Arena, where 3,835 students will graduate. The 

School of Law wraps up the weekend with its hooding ceremony Saturday at the United 

Supermarkets Arena.  

 

Arcilia Acosta, founder, CEO and president of CARCON Industries and Construction, 

will speak at the commencement ceremonies. Irma Carrillo Ramirez, a U.S. magistrate 

judge for the Northern District of Texas, Dallas division, will speak at the law hooding 

ceremony. 

 

“Graduation is the culmination of years of hard work and dedication toward future 

goals,” President M. Duane Nellis said. “I speak for our faculty and staff when I express 

the pride I feel in our all of our students. We wish these graduates great success moving 

forward.”  

 

Acosta is a native Texan and graduated from Texas Tech in 1989 with a bachelor’s 

degree in political science and later completed the Harvard University Business School's 

Corporate Governance Program. 

 

She has served as the president and CEO of CARCON which has offices in Fort Worth, 

Houston, Corpus Christi and Midland for 15 years. After founding CARCON, she created 

Southwestern Testing Laboratories in Dallas, a geotechnical engineering and construction  

materials testing firm.  

 

In addition to her companies, Acosta serves on the board of directors of Energy Future 

Holdings Corporation, the parent company of TXU Energy, ONCOR Services and 

Luminant Corporations and other companies and groups such as Legacy Texas Financial 

Group, Inc., the Dallas Citizens Council, Associated Republicans of Texas and formerly 

the Texas Association of Mexican American Chamber and the Greater Dallas Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce. She also serves on the national alumni board for Texas Tech and 

is a member of the National Women’s Energy Network.  

 

christiani.saucedo@ttu.edu
http://www.law.ttu.edu/


Acosta is a nationally recognized entrepreneur, speaker and philanthropist recognized 

among women and businesses around the U.S. In March, she was named as a top 

corporate board director in Hispanic Executive Magazine.  

 

Ramirez was sworn as a magistrate judge in 2002. As a judge, she has handled hundreds 

of federal civil cases, matters and motions in different areas as well as preliminary felony 

criminal proceedings, motions, trials and sentencings in misdemeanor and petty offense 

cases. She has authored more than 1,800 legal opinions in civil cases.  

 

Ramirez received her bachelor’s degree from West Texas A&M University in 1986 and 

her law degree from Southern Methodist University School of Law in Dallas in 

1991where she served as a Sarah T. Hughes Diversity fellow. 

 

Friday ceremonies: 

 3 p.m. College of Arts and Sciences 

 7 p.m. Graduate School 

 

Saturday ceremonies: 

 9 a.m. College of Architecture, College of Education, Whitacre College of 

Engineering, College of Human Sciences and College of Visual and Performing 

Arts 

 1:30 p.m. College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Rawls College 

of Business, College of Media & Communication, Honors College (Honors Arts 

& Letters and Environment and the Humanities only), University Programs and 

Wind Energy 

 6 p.m. School of Law Hooding Ceremony 

 

Ceremonies can be viewed online at http://www.ttu.edu/livestream/.  

 

For more information about commencement, including maps, parking, hotels and college 

receptions, visit http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/commencement/index.php. 

 

For more information about the hooding ceremony, including, parking, maps and 

reception information, visit http://www.law.ttu.edu/graduation/spring_2015/.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today or follow us on 

Twitter. 

 

CONTACTS: Peggy Flores, commencement coordinator, Division of Institutional 

Diversity, Equity & Community Engagement, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-7742 

or peggy.flores@ttu.edu. 

Kari Abitbol, director of communications, School of Law, Texas Tech University, 

(806) 834-8591 or kari.abitbol@ttu.edu. 

 

http://www.ttu.edu/livestream/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/commencement/index.php
http://www.law.ttu.edu/graduation/spring_2015/
http://today.ttu.edu/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:peggy.flores@ttu.edu
mailto:kari.abitbol@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Raises $469,293 for State Employee Charitable Campaign in 2014 

The university raised the highest per capita gift from higher education institutions with 

2,001 or more employees. 

  

Texas Tech University President M. Duane Nellis recently accepted Lubbock United 

Way’s recognition of Texas Tech raising the highest per capita gift in 2014 for the State 

Employee Charitable Campaign (SECC). Texas Tech raised the most among higher 

education institutions with 2,001 or more employees in the state of Texas. 

  

The SECC was created by legislation in 1993 to make donations to more than 500 

charitable organizations. The Texas campaign is one of the largest employee campaigns 

in the nation. 

  

In 2014, Texas Tech employees donated $469,293 to a variety of charities such as the 

Children’s Advocacy Center, United Way, Literacy Lubbock, Big Brother/Big Sisters, 

CASA, Women’s Protective Services, Volunteer Center of Lubbock, the Susan G. 

Komen Foundation, American Red Cross and several more. 

  

“We are humbled and honored to donate this much money to multiple charities and 

causes,” Nellis said. “Our faculty and staff here at Texas Tech continually give, whether 

it’s to our students or the community. I am proud to be a part of this great university and 

thankful to work alongside such wonderful people.” 

  

The campaign runs from Sept. 1 through Oct. 31 each year and is on a volunteer basis. 

Employees can choose any dollar amount they want and can enroll for payroll deduction. 

The minimum dollar amount that can be donated is $2 a month per agency code. 

  

Each department within Texas Tech and the Texas Tech University System create 

monetary goals to give a substantial amount to organizations locally, nationally and 

internationally each year. 

  

Donors were entered into a drawing for door prizes for how much they donated: $1,000 

or more, 1 percent of annual salary or one hour of pay per month. 

  

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
http://www.secctexas.org/
http://www.secctexas.org/


“The SECC is the easiest way for Texas Tech employees to make a direct impact on the 

local community,” said Wes Condray, campaign coordinator for Texas Tech’s SECC 

campaign. “Each agency represented in the SECC works to promote the health and well-

being of those living in our community. All of us have benefited in some way from these 

organizations. 

  

“It is amazing to see the Texas Tech community give back to those who have done so 

much for Lubbock.” 

  

Glenn Cochran, chief executive officer of Lubbock Area United Way, presented a plaque 

to Nellis on behalf of the university. 

  

United Way serves as the local campaign manager for the greater West Texas area and is 

the liaison between the various charities included in the SECC and the various state 

agencies that participate. 

  

The next SECC campaign begins September and will continue through October. 

  

For more information about Texas Tech’s SECC, please visit its website. 

  

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

  

CONTACT: Wes Condray, campaign coordinator, State Employee Charitable 

Campaign, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2984 or wes.condray@ttu.edu. 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/secc/index.php
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:wes.condray@ttu.edu
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Department of Mathematics & Statistics to Welcome High School Students 

13th annual event named after influential woman mathematician.  

 

WHAT: 13th annual Emmy Noether High School Mathematics Day 

 

WHEN: 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Wednesday (May 13) 

 

WHERE: Mathematics & Statistics and Chemistry buildings, Texas Tech University 

  

EVENT: The Emmy Noether High School Mathematics Day was founded in 2002 

to provide women students with a unique, high-quality experience 

designed to foster interest in mathematics and careers in mathematics, 

engineering and science; to provide women students the opportunity to 

experience a university environment; to gain insight into women 

professors’ experiences and educational opportunities associated with 

mathematics; and provide women students the opportunity to learn careers 

in mathematics, science and engineering are attainable. 

 

 The event is expected to draw more than students and their teachers from 

local and area high schools to participate. 

 

Schedule: 

 9-9:40 a.m.: Registration and opening ceremony, CHEM 107 

 9:50-10:50 a.m.: Student competition, CHEM 049 and CHEM 107; 

teacher workshop, MATH 115 

 11-11:50 a.m.: Workshops for students 

 Noon-12:50 p.m.: Lunch, Student Union Ballroom 

 1-1:45 p.m.: Careel panel, CHEM 107 

 1:45-2:30 p.m.: Awards, evaluations and closing, CHEM 107 

  

 Workshops for students: 

 “Cards, magic and the hidden secrets of math” by assistant professor 

Giorgio Bornia, MATH 010 

 “Project Lazarus” by graduate student John Calhoun, MATH 110 

 “Parallel lines never meet, or do they?” by associate professor Lars 

Christensen, MATH 111 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.math.ttu.edu/Department/Calendar/Conferences/enoether/index.html
http://www.math.ttu.edu/Department/Calendar/Conferences/enoether/ENHD15/schedule.html
http://www.math.ttu.edu/~enoether/ENHD15/workshops.html
http://lazarus.ttu.edu/


 “Beat the professor in these math games!” by professor Jerry Dwyer, 

MATH 114 

 “Time scales fly when you’re having fun” by assistant professor 

Raegan Higgins, MATH 112 

 “Mathematics in population biology” by associate professor Sophia 

Jang, MATH 113 

 “An invitation to projective geometry” by associate professor David 

Weinberg, MATH 109 

 

 Workshops for teachers: 

 “The most complicated derivation of the area formula for a rectangle 

that you have ever seen” by professor Gary Harris 

 “Using zombies and high performance computing to motivate 

students” by professor Brock Williams 

 

 The career panel will feature Alessandra Corsi, assistant professor in the 

Department of Physics; Aliza Wong, associate dean of the Honors 

College; and Texas Tech mathematics graduate Jessica Meixner, a 

postdoctoral researcher at Notre Dame University. 

 

 Emmy Noether was an influential German mathematician known for her 

contributions to abstract algebra and theoretical physics. She was 

described by others in her field, including Albert Einstein, as the most 

important woman in the history of mathematics. 

 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Kent Pearce, professor and chairman, Department of Mathematics & 

Statistics, College of Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2566 or 

kent.pearce@ttu.edu.  

http://www.math.ttu.edu/~enoether/ENHD15/workshops.html
http://www.phys.ttu.edu/faculty/new_alessandra.html
http://www.phys.ttu.edu/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/history/faculty/profiles/wong_aliza.php
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/honors/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/honors/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:kent.pearce@ttu.edu


 

Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

News Release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE: May 12, 2015 

CONTACT: Glenys Young, glenys.young@ttu.edu  

         (806) 742-2136 

 

Innovation Showcase and Demo Day Put Focus on West Texas Innovation 

The university will bring together innovators, investors and regional economic 

development partners to celebrate and promote entrepreneurial opportunities. 

 

Texas Tech University’s Office of Research Commercialization will host the West Texas 

Innovation Showcase to honor local innovators while connecting them with people who 

can help take their innovations to market.   

 

“We’re inviting investors, companies and economic development partners who are critical 

to moving university and regional inventions to the marketplace.  They’ve been key to 

supporting the university’s growth in the area of innovation,” said Russell Thomasson, 

associate vice president for research commercialization. “All these groups are critical to 

the innovation ecosystem we are building in West Texas. We hope the showcase will 

foster further collaboration among all groups represented.” 

 

During the event, which starts at 11:30 a.m. Wednesday (May 13) at the Louise Hopkins 

Underwood Center for the Arts, Thomasson will give an overview of the innovation 

successes already achieved at Texas Tech and throughout West Texas.  

 

Robert V. Duncan, senior vice president for research at Texas Tech University, and 

Michael Conn, senior vice president for research and associate provost for the Texas Tech 

University Health Sciences Center, will recognize innovators from their respective 

universities.  

 

Five Texas Tech faculty members have received U.S. patents since 2010: 

 Waylon House, director of MRI-PAC, petroleum engineering 

 Donald Lie, Keh-Shew Lu Regents Chair in electrical & computer engineering 

 Uzi Mann, professor, chemical engineering 

 J. Nelson Rushton, associate professor, computer science 

 Robert Shaw, associate professor, chemistry & biochemistry 

 

At least 11 inventors have licensed technologies to for-profit companies since Sept. 1, 

2013: 

 Karen Fritz – Occupational Health & Safety Solutions LLC 

 Mohamed Soliman – Haliburton Energy Services 

 Michelle Pantoya – AVF Nano Alloys LLC 

 Seshadri Ramkumar – General Service and Supply 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/commercialization/index.php


 John Schroeder, Jerry Guynes, Brian Hirth – SmartWind Technologies LLC 

 Zhixin Xie – Bayer CropScience 

 John Schroeder – WeatherFlow Inc. 

 Siva Vanapalli – NeoFluidics LLC 

 Ming-Hai Wang – Becton Dickinson & Company 

 Maurizio Chiriva-Internati – Kiromic LLC 

 

More than 100 university faculty members disclosed inventions during that same time 

period, 65 from Texas Tech and 36 from the Health Sciences Center. 

 

The keynote address will be given by Rathindra “Babu” DasGupta, lead program director 

for the National Science Foundation’s Innovation Corps (I-Corps) program. 

 

“Dr. DasGupta is going to talk primarily about the NSF I-Corps program, which is a 

commercialization program that helps inventors move their inventions from the lab to the 

market,” said William Lowry, associate director of the Texas Tech Accelerator, which 

launches startups based on technologies discovered and developed in Texas Tech research 

labs. “I-Corps is mainly about engaging with industry and talking to potential customers, 

competitors, partners, etc. His advice would benefit any innovator in the room who may be 

interested in applying to the program, which is rapidly growing across the country.”  

 

“Federal agencies like the NSF are seeking to leverage university funded research into 

commercial applications and products,” Thomasson added.  

 

Accelerator Demo Day 

From 2-5 p.m. Wednesday (May 13) at LHUCA’s Firehouse Theatre, Accelerator venture 

teams will pitch their ideas for new products to an audience that includes venture 

capitalists, angel investors and regional economic development representatives from the 

Lubbock Economic Development Alliance, the Lubbock Chamber of Commerce, the city 

of Lubbock, Reese Technology Center and other start-up companies.  

 

Keynote speakers will be Ben and Eric Kusin, who made a deal for their Reviver Clothing 

Swipes on the reality TV show “Shark Tank.”  

 

“They’re going to talk about their experiences as entrepreneurs, their work with the 

company they run and tell some stories from their time on ‘Shark Tank,’ ” Lowry said. 

 

CONTACT: Russell Thomasson, associate vice president for research 

commercialization, Office of Research Commercialization, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 834-6551 or russell.thomasson@ttu.edu; William Lowry, associate director, 

Texas Tech Accelerator, Office of Research Commercialization, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 742-4105 or william.lowry@ttu.edu. 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/commercialization/accelerator/
mailto:russell.thomasson@ttu.edu
mailto:william.lowry@ttu.edu
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Beeler Named 2015 Distinguished Engineering Student 

The award recognizes distinction in academics, honors, activities and aspirations. 

 

The Edward E. Whitacre Jr. College of Engineering at Texas Tech University has 

selected Dan Beeler as the recipient of the 2015 McAuley Distinguished Engineering 

Student Award.  

 

The award, provided by members of the Whitacre College of Engineering Dean’s 

Council, is named in memory of James A. McAuley, an active member of the Dean’s 

Council and a Texas Tech Distinguished Engineer. 

 

Beeler beat out several other seniors for this honor and was selected because of his 

outstanding academic achievements, honors, activities, interests and aspirations. He has a 

3.8 GPA and will graduate this month Magna Cum Laude with a bachelor’s degree in 

mechanical engineering. He will begin working with Oxy in Houston as a drilling 

engineer after graduation. 

 

Beeler took advantage of internship opportunities in the oil and gas industry, one with 

Baker Hughes Incorporated where he worked with the drill bit sales engineering team to 

provide engineering support in the summer of 2013.   

 

His second internship came in the summer of 2014 with EOG Resources as a drilling 

engineer intern. He was able to gain real-world experience working alongside engineers 

in the field, analyzing financial and technical benefits of a new two-string casing design 

before eventually observing its implementation. 

  

At Texas Tech, Beeler became involved in many student organizations including Pi Tau 

Sigma, the mechanical engineering honor society and the American Society of 

Mechanical Engineers. He also was heavily involved in recruitment of future engineering 

students as an Engineering Ambassador.  

 

“Being an Engineering Ambassador has not only given me the opportunity to further my 

own career, but to help other engineering students as well as the community,” Beeler 

said.  

 

mailto:jeff.sammons@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/


Beeler remained connected to his hometown of Cooper, Texas, by serving on the Delta 

Country Club Board of Directors as the co-golf course director for two years.  

 

He attributes his collegiate success to his own hard work and dedication and to the 

professors in the mechanical engineering department. Their effort in mentoring and 

educating all students was evident to Beeler and he feels their dedication to all students’ 

success and learning is unparalleled. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Jeff Sammons, director of marketing, Whitacre College of 

Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3451 or jeff.sammons@ttu.edu. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:jeff.sammons@ttu.edu
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New Name Announced for Kinetic Accelerator Program 

The name was released during Demo Day festivities on Wednesday. 

 

The Texas Tech University Office for Research Commercialization announced 

Wednesday the new name of the Texas Tech Kinetic Accelerator.  

 

The Accelerator program launches startup companies based on technologies discovered 

and developed in Texas Tech research labs. It combines cutting-edge inventions 

discovered in research labs with entrepreneurs, students, inventors, experienced mentors, 

collaborative office space and an intensive curriculum based on the Lean Startup 

Methodology to launch new companies and move inventions from the lab to the market. 

 

“Kinetic means of, relating to or resulting from motion; energy in motion,” said William 

Lowry, associate director of the Kinetic Accelerator program. “Our deepest belief is an 

idea in motion can change the world. Our chief concern is the possibility a world-changing 

idea may lay dormant. Kinetic sets ideas into motion by connecting them to entrepreneurs 

who are equipped with the right tools and marketplace insight.”  

 

Participants are selected through a competitive application process. Through the four-

month program, teams of students and entrepreneurs work alongside inventors and 

mentors to launch a new venture based on Texas Tech technologies. The current group 

began in January and culminated with a presentation at the Kinetic Accelerator Demo Day 

on Wednesday (May 13) to an audience of venture capitalists, angel investors and business 

leaders.  

 

“The Kinetic Accelerator was designed to be an economic development resource for West 

Texas and beyond by leveraging technologies at Texas Tech, national laboratories and 

other universities around the country. It’s essentially a mechanism for moving intellectual 

property off the shelf and into the market,” Lowry said. “With this in mind, we mapped 

out what we wanted our culture to look like. We connect, arm, fund and equip 

entrepreneurs. We also test ideas, ask questions and seek to prove market validity and we 

hope to build companies that deviate from the norm. Our philosophy is ideas are useless 

unless used, so we build these ideas by giving them the resources, momentum and allies 

they need.” 

 

CONTACT: William Lowry, associate director, Texas Tech Kinetic Accelerator, 

Office of Research Commercialization, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-4105 or 

william.lowry@ttu.edu. 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/commercialization/index.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/commercialization/accelerator/index.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/commercialization/accelerator/demo-day.php
mailto:william.lowry@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Celebrates Spring Commencement 

 

WHAT: Texas Tech University hosts four spring commencement ceremonies and a 

School of Law hooding ceremony. 

 

WHEN: Friday (May 15): 3 p.m. College of Arts and Sciences 

    7 p.m. Graduate School 

Saturday (May 16): 9 a.m. College of Architecture, College of 

Education, Whitacre College of Engineering, 

College of Human Sciences and College of Visual 

& Performing Arts 

 1:30 p.m. College of Agricultural Sciences & 

Natural Resources, Rawls College of Business, 

College of Media & Communication, Honors 

College (Environment and the Humanities and 

Honors Arts and Letters majors only), University 

Programs and Wind Energy 

 6 p.m. School of Law Hooding Ceremony 

 

WHERE: United Supermarkets Arena, 18th Street and Indiana Avenue 

 

EVENT:  Arcilia Acosta, president and CEO of CARCON, will speak at the four 

commencement ceremonies. Acosta is a native Texan who graduated from 

Texas Tech in 1989 with a bachelor’s degree in political science and later 

completed the Harvard University Business School’s Corporate 

Governance Program. 

 

 Irma Carrillo Ramirez, magistrate judge, is the keynote speaker at the 

School of Law hooding ceremony. Ramirez received her bachelor’s degree 

from West Texas A&M University in 1986 and her law degree from 

Southern Methodist University School of Law in Dallas in 1991 where she 

served as a Sarah T. Hughes Diversity fellow. 

 

Ceremonies can be viewed live online at http://www.ttu.edu/livestream/.  

 

mailto:christiani.saucedo@ttu.edu
http://www.ttu.edu/livestream/


For more information on commencement, including maps, guest seating, 

college receptions, parking and hotels, visit 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/commencement/index.php.  

 

For more information about the law school hooding ceremony, including 

parking, hotels and reception information, visit 

http://www.law.ttu.edu/graduation/spring_2015/.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACTS:  Peggy Flores, commencement coordinator, Division of Institutional 

Diversity, Equity & Community Engagement, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-

7742 or peggy.flores@ttu.edu; Kari Abitbol, director of communications, School of 

Law, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-8591 or kari.abitbol@ttu.edu. 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/commencement/index.php
http://www.law.ttu.edu/graduation/spring_2015/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:peggy.flores@ttu.edu
mailto:kari.abitbol@ttu.edu
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Timothy Cole Honorary Degree Ceremony Set for Friday 

Cole, a Texas Tech student, had his 1986 conviction for rape overturned in 2009  

thanks to new DNA evidence. 

 

WHAT: Timothy Cole honorary degree ceremony   

 

WHEN: 1:30 p.m. Friday (May 15) 

 

WHERE: Forum 101, Texas Tech University School of Law 

 

EVENT:  Timothy Cole was a Texas Tech student when he was arrested and 

convicted of rape in 1986, dying in prison in 1999. Ten years later, DNA 

evidence exonerated Cole, and then-Gov. Rick Perry pardoned Cole in 

2010. 

 

Cole will be posthumously awarded a degree from Texas Tech on Friday 

(May 15) with his brother, Cory Session, and sister, Karen Kennard, 

accepting the award on their brother’s behalf.  

 

Texas Tech President M. Duane Nellis and Chancellor Robert Duncan will 

both deliver remarks at the ceremony, which will feature a video tribute to 

Cole. Jeff Blackburn, the founder and chief counsel for the Innocence 

Project of Texas, also will attend.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Sarah Stracener, coordinator of presidential services and 

communications, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2121 or sarah.stracener@ttu.edu. 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:sarah.stracener@ttu.edu
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Graduating Military, Veterans Honored at Stole Ceremony 

Graduating students received an official military and veterans stole from Texas Tech. 

 

Graduating military service members and veterans received their official military stole 

Thursday (May 14) at the stole ceremony hosted by Texas Tech University’s Military and 

Veterans Programs (MVP). The military and veteran students will don their military 

stoles at the commencement ceremonies this weekend (May 15-16). 

 

The stole ceremony began in 2012 to honor students who serve or have served the 

country. 

 

“It is a great honor to be able to award our veterans with this special stole,” said Ryan 

Van Dusen, director of the Military and Veterans Program. “Texas Tech is the first 

university to grant the camouflage stole in the nation. We are proud of the hard work and 

sacrifices our students have made to be able to walk across the stage.” 

 

The ceremony took place at the Helen DeVitt Jones Auditorium at the Museum of Texas 

Tech, where almost 100 military students were presented with their official military 

stoles. 

 

The Military and Veterans Programs serves more than 1,800 students attending Texas 

Tech who are service members, veterans or dependents of veterans. Texas Tech also has 

more than 350 faculty and staff members who served and work to help military students 

succeed. MVP assists students with a seamless transition from military to civilian life, 

supports and encourages campus and community engagement and also helps provide a 

positive experience throughout students’ college experiences. 

 

Marcos Hidalgo, a wind energy student from Houston, has been serving in the military 

for seven years and said he is thankful to Texas Tech and MVP for making his 

educational experience possible. 

 

“The staff at MVP is always there,” he said. “Whether it has to do with benefits or 

anything in general, they are always willing to help. If they don’t know the answer, 

they’ll put us in touch with the people we need to talk to. Ryan has always been a pretty 

good resource for us. 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu


“I’m the first one in my family to graduate from college, so I’m really proud of this 

accomplishment. Texas Tech has made it a pretty good place to be, especially with being 

so far from home. I will miss some of my professors, as I have gotten pretty close with a 

lot of them. Thank you to all for making this journey a possibility.” 

 

The MVP stole ceremony occurs before every commencement ceremony to honor all 

military students each semester. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Ryan Van Dusen, director, Military and Veterans Programs, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 742-6877 or ryan.van-dusen@ttu.edu.   

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:ryan.van-dusen@ttu.edu
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New Degree Track Caters to Careers Blending Design, Arts and Technology 

The College of Visual & Performing Arts has created a new category  

under the Bachelor of General Studies. 

 

The Texas Tech University College of Visual & Performing Arts (CVPA) will soon offer 

a new option for students looking to careers that blur the lines between technology, arts 

and design. 

 

Under the Bachelor of General Studies (BGS), the newly created Interdisciplinary Design, 

Arts & Technology (IDAT) track is a unique liberal arts degree that features specialized 

training in the arts with an orientation toward technology and design. It may be of 

particular interest to students preparing for a career combining or integrating such fields as 

art direction, game design, event design, interactive and convergent media, animation, app 

design, song writing, sound design for time-based media and concept art. The track also 

would be appropriate for students who want to produce technology-oriented work that 

crosses boundaries between fine art and design or between theatre, music and visual arts. 

 

“The college is interested in developing curricular options for students and opportunities 

for faculty that promote interdisciplinarity and innovation,” said Andrew Martin, professor 

of art and associate dean in the College of Visual & Performing Arts. “By combining 

existing minors as concentrations within and outside of the college, the BGS already 

encouraged multiple fields of study unified by a liberal arts foundation. Ultimately, the 

degree functions like a more current version of a BA degree, which prioritizes breadth and 

integration across fields over study of a single field. This seems particularly timely for 

students who are interested in career opportunities which may be dependent on their 

ability to work across disciplines and boundaries, using technology to think broadly and 

holistically.” 

 

The Interdisciplinary Technology Concentration (ITC) – the cornerstone of the IDAT 

track – includes VPA 2310, Intro to BGS IDAT (a writing intensive course); 18 hours of 

courses selected from communication, technology and interdisciplinary courses; and VPA 

4110, the BGS IDAT Capstone course. The second concentration is chosen from existing 

minors in art, music or theatre & dance. The third concentration is selected in close 

consultation with the College of Visual & Performing Arts adviser and faculty member 

from courses within or outside the college that support the student’s broader 

interdisciplinary interests. 

 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/cvpa/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/officialpublications/catalog/vpa_undergrad_degrees.php#vpadeg_bgs


“The college leadership team invited interested faculty from across the college to 

participate, and a group representing the college and each unit evaluated likely student 

interest in such a track, potential career opportunities and feasible ways to adapt it to the 

existing BGS framework,” Martin said. “The group informally surveyed related programs 

and approaches at other institutions familiar to the participating faculty, and concluded 

demand would be significant. Although the existing BGS in the college arguably already 

provided general opportunity for such students, the IDAT track and the Interdisciplinary 

Technology Concentration with its two new courses brings sharper focus and cohesion to 

the process of combining design, the arts and newer technologies without reducing the 

flexibility of the overall degree.” 

 

Students can begin taking applicable courses this fall, but the two new classes – VPA 2310 

and VPA 4110 – probably will not be offered until fall 2016. VPA 4110, the one-credit 

Capstone course, is taken concurrently with two credits in an appropriate 4000-level 

independent study with the faculty mentor. At least 36 credit hours must be in courses 

within the College of Visual & Performing Arts. 

 

“Many faculty will become more familiar with the track once the new courses are 

implemented and students choose to pursue it, but the participating faculty from across the 

college have been very excited about working on this program and committed to 

implementing it as soon as possible,” Martin said. “The IDAT provides a template for 

many other possible BGS degrees, and several ideas are under initial discussion. The 

college hopes that as faculty members see the IDAT begin to work, they will be the ideal 

source for more ideas for new concentrations and tracks that will further enhance the BGS 

as a strong undergraduate degree alternative to BAs and BFAs.” 

 

CONTACT: Keith Dye, associate dean for undergraduate and curricular issues, 

College of Visual & Performing Arts, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2270 or 

keith.dye@ttu.edu; Kathy Nordstrom, academic adviser, College of Visual & 

Performing Arts, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-0700 or kathy.nordstrom@ttu.edu. 

mailto:keith.dye@ttu.edu
mailto:kathy.nordstrom@ttu.edu
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Registration for Museum Summer Camps Open 

A number of three-day camps are available with a variety of activities. 

 

The Museum of Texas Tech University has a number of summer camps for children of all 

ages, ranging in subject from art and tie-dyeing to Antarctica and Harry Potter. 

 

June classes are: 

 Arts and crafts, ages 4-6; 10 a.m. to noon June 2-4 

 Wizard camp, ages 7-10; 2-4 p.m. June 2-4; 2-4 p.m. June 16-18 

 Tie dye, ages 11-14; 10 a.m. to noon June 9-11 

 Antarctica, ages 4-6; 10 a.m. to noon June 16-18  

 Terrariums, ages 7-10; 10 a.m. to noon June 23-25 

 Teen drawing, ages 13-18; 1-4 p.m. June 9-12 

 Adult drawing, ages 18 and older; 1-4 p.m. June 23-26 

 

July classes are: 

 Wizard camp, ages 7-10; 2-4 p.m. July 7-9; 2-4 p.m. July 21-23  

 Arts and crafts, ages 4-6; 10 a.m. to noon July 7-9 

 Tie dye, ages 11-14; 10 a.m. to noon July 14-16 

 Antarctica, ages 4-6; 10 a.m. to noon July 21-23 

 Weather, ages 11-14; 1-4 p.m. July 21-24 

 Terrariums, ages 7-10; 10 a.m. to noon July 28-30 

 Teen drawing, ages 13-18; 1-4 p.m. July 14-17 

 Adult drawing, ages 18 and older; 1-4 p.m. July 28-31 

 

With the exception of the drawing classes, the camps last three days and cost $20. The 

drawing classes last four days and are free, but are limited to 10 participants. Registration 

is required. For more information on camps and to register, go to the museum website. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Jill Hoffman, curator of education, Museum of Texas Tech University, 

Texas Tech University, (806) 834-2416 or jill.hoffman@ttu.edu. 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/museumttu/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/museumttu/event.html
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:jill.hoffman@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Ranch Horse Team Captures Fifth National Championship 

In addition to the team crown, two riders earned national titles. 

 

For the fifth time in seven years, the Texas Tech University Ranch Horse Team captured 

the national championship at the American Stock Horse Association Collegiate 

Championship Show in Ardmore, Oklahoma. 

 

Team members compete in four separate individual riding events: stock horse pleasure, 

trail, reining and working cow horse. They compete in three categories: novice, limited 

non-pro and non-pro. 

 

“The hard work and dedication shown by the Texas Tech Ranch Horse Team was evident 

in the way they captured their fifth national championship,” Texas Tech president M. 

Duane Nellis said. “This championship also is an example of how the College of 

Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources is committed to ensuring its students are 

allowed to achieve great things both in the classroom and beyond.” 

 

The Ranch Horse Team, which won titles in 2013 and from 2009-2011, outlasted Texas 

A&M and Missouri State among 18 colleges for the title. In addition, eight individual 

riders finished in the top 10 in their categories, including two national champions: 

 

 Jayton Baca, a freshman from Vega, National Limited Non-Pro High Point 

Champion and non-pro trainer award 

 Gatlin Duncan, a senior from Mobeetie, National Novice High Point Champion 

and novice trainer award 

 Clay Elliot, a senior from Alpine, second place overall limited non-pro 

 Courtney Reynolds, a junior from Dallas, fourth place overall novice 

 Cassie Coltrain, a sophomore from Longmont, Colorado, fourth place limited 

non-pro 

 Tanner Cadra, a sophomore from McLain, fifth place overall novice 

 Justin Stanton, a senior from Idalou, fifth place non-pro and non-pro trainer award 

 Kameron Buchanan, a sophomore from Turkey, eighth place novice high point 

 

Other team members are: 

 Ashley Adams, a sophomore from Lubbock 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu


 Traci Bailey, a senior from Centerville, Washington 

 Ryder Cude, a freshman from Munday 

 Courtney Fredriksen, a junior from Van Alstyne 

 Raemi Gipson, a junior from Lubbock 

 Trinity Haggard, a freshman from Throckmorton 

 Susanna Lyles, a junior from Las Cruces, New Mexico 

 

“This team won by 40 points, which is one of the widest margins ever,” said second-year 

Ranch Horse Team coach Robert Rivers. “They are extremely hard-working, positive and 

driven.” 

 

For more information on the Ranch Horse Team, visit its website. Complete results for 

the national championships can be found here.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Michael Orth, chairman and professor, Department of Animal and 

Food Sciences, College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, (806) 834-

5653 or michael.orth@ttu.edu. 
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Visual & Performing Arts Dean Announces Resignation 

Carol Edwards is moving to a new position at Florida State University. 

 

Carol Edwards, dean of the College of Visual & Performing Arts at Texas Tech 

University, announced this week she has accepted a position as CEO and dean of the 

College of Applied Studies at Florida State University-Panama City.  

 

Edwards’ last day at Texas Tech will be July 31. She will start her new position Aug. 10. 

 

Provost Lawrence Schovanec informed the Texas Tech faculty on Thursday. 

 

“Under her leadership, the college has continued to enhance its national and international 

reputation for excellence in education, creative activity and scholarship, and outreach and 

engagement,” Schovanec said. “Carol has been an extremely effective advocate for her 

college and the creative and performing arts in our community and beyond. It has been my 

personal and professional pleasure to work with her as a fellow dean and now as provost.” 

 

Edwards, who has been dean since 2007, earned her doctoral degree in art education from 

Florida State University. 

 

“For the past eight years, it has been my honor to contribute to the educational mission of 

Texas Tech and a pure joy to work alongside the artistically talented faculty, staff and 

students of this college,” she said. “The future of the arts at Texas Tech is bright, and I am 

forever grateful for the opportunities provided to this college. Although I will once again 

be wearing garnet and gold I will always be a Red Raider.”  

 

Prior to coming to Texas Tech, she was dean of Western Washington University’s College 

of Fine and Performing Arts. She earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the 

Mississippi University for Women and the University of Alabama.  

 

She is a member of the Phi Kappa Phi National Honor Society, the International Council 

of Fine Arts Deans and the National Art Education Association. 

 

CONTACT: Cathy Jung, director of marketing, College of Visual & Performing 

Arts, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-0700 or cathy.jung@ttu.edu.   

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
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Rawls College of Business Plans Unveiling of Dean Emeritus McInnes Bust 

The bronze bust was created by famous Texas Tech sculptor Garland A. Weeks. 

 

WHAT: A bronze bust honoring Rawls College of Business Dean Emeritus Allen 

T. McInnes will be unveiled in a ceremony honoring the former dean.   

 

WHEN: 5-6:30 p.m. Thursday (May 21) 

 

WHERE: McCoy Atrium, Rawls College of Business, 701 Flint Ave. 

 

EVENT:  Allen T. McInnes served as dean of the Rawls College of Business from 

2001 to 2012, during which time saw the completion of the current 

building that houses the college. As dean, he oversaw increased student 

standards and national recognition for several of the college’s programs, 

and the college also added energy commerce, health organization 

management, entrepreneurship and an executive-style MBA program to its 

curriculum. He also helped establish the Rawls Career Management 

Center. 

 

 Texas Tech alumnus and famed sculptor Garland A. Weeks created the 

bust. Weeks is a 1967 graduate who spent time in the rodeo circuit and 

cattle feeding industry before becoming a full-time sculptor and later 

establishing a studio in Lubbock in 2000. He was named the Official 

Sculptor of Texas in 1995 by the state Legislature. 

 

 Both McInnes and Weeks will be in attendance for photo opportunities 

and media availability.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Alice Oles, associate director of external operations, Rawls College of 

Business, (806) 834-3940 or alice.oles@ttu.edu. 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
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Texas Tech to Host National Science Foundation on NSF Day 

University Innovation Fellows students will be honored in a pinning ceremony. 

 

WHAT:  Texas Tech University’s Office of the President and the Office of the Vice 

President for Research will host representatives from the National Science 

Foundation for NSF Day.  

 

WHEN: 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Wednesday (May 20) 

 

WHERE: Rawls College of Business Administration, 703 Flint Ave. 

 

EVENT: NSF Day provides basic insight and instruction on how to compete for 

NSF funding for science, engineering and education research. This 

daylong workshop will provide background on the foundation and its 

mission, priorities and budget. The day will include an overview on 

proposal writing, NSF’s merit review process and programs that fall 

within its seven scientific and engineering directorates as well as 

interdisciplinary funding opportunities.  

 

“NSF Day at Texas Tech is intended to help faculty become highly 

successful grant writers,” said Guy Loneragan, faculty fellow for the 

Office of the Vice President for Research. “It is a very prestigious thing 

they are coming here. NSF coming here is a testament to the quality and 

ingenuity of faculty at Texas Tech.” 

 

NSF representatives will be on hand to answer questions and host 

discipline-specific breakout sessions to personally engage in discussions 

with attendees. 

 

“We are well and truly above 200 registrants for this all-day affair, and 

about 50 percent of the registrants are from universities other than Texas 

Tech, such as New Mexico, Missouri, Colorado, etc.,” Loneragan said. 

“So this day will bring the budding and brightest scientists to Texas 

Tech.” 

 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.ttu.edu/administration/president/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/
http://www.nsf.gov/events/event_summ.jsp?cntn_id=134229&org=NSF


The day will begin with an 8:30 a.m. pinning ceremony to honor Texas 

Tech’s inaugural class of University Innovation Fellows, a group of five 

students who study and work to advance entrepreneurial opportunities on 

campus. The nonprofit UIF program is funded by the National Science 

Foundation and administered by Stanford University. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Dusty Delano, administrator, Office of the Vice President for Research, 

Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1972 or dustin.m.delano@ttu.edu; Guy Loneragan, 

faculty fellow, Office of the Vice President for Research, Texas Tech University, (806) 

834-1291 or guy.loneragan@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech Graduate School Announces Fellowship Recipients 

The program has awarded 40 fellowships to doctoral students. 

 

The Texas Tech University Graduate School has announced 40 recipients of the Doctoral 

Dissertation Completion Fellowship Program for the 2015-16 academic year. 

 

The program, designed to increase the completion rate of doctoral students and enhance 

recruitment of new students, provides funding for students to dedicate their time to 

completing their dissertation in the upcoming academic year. The recipients come from 

20 different programs. 

 

“The demand for doctoral degree holders is increasing because they drive innovation and 

creative endeavors in all fields,” said Mark Sheridan, vice provost for graduate affairs 

and dean of the Graduate School. “This fellowship program will enable Texas Tech to 

move doctoral degree recipients into the workforce more quickly to meet this demand 

and to contribute to the economic vitality of the region, the state and the nation.”  

 

The students selected for the upcoming academic year are: 

 Rola Aamar, marriage and family therapy 

 Ahmed Alzahabi, petroleum engineering 

 Girmay Berhie, land-use planning, management and design 

 Alejandro Bilbao, mechanical engineering 

 Amanda Cano, environmental toxicology 

 Omar Corral, Spanish 

 Kaushik Das, mechanical engineering 

 Chase Dearinger, English 

 Tri Doan, electrical engineering 

 Huseyin Ekinci, electrical engineering 

 Dan Fang, human development and family studies 

 Elizabeth Farley-Dawson, biology 

 Harshvardhan Gazula, industrial engineering 

 Eshan Gurung, chemistry  

 Bobbie Harman, educational psychology  

 Molla Hasan, mechanical engineering 

 Chloe Honum, English 

 Howard Huynh, biology 

 Sarah Ison, animal sciences 

mailto:donna.rogers@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/gradschool/


 Narayan Kandel, biology 

 Bennett Kimbell, history 

 Nicole Lee, mass communications 

 Areerat Lertchaipitak, personal financial planning 

 Lili Liu, mechanical engineering 

 Joanna Mendez-Pounds, marriage and family therapy 

 Neelam Mishra, biology 

 Bereket Okbu, chemistry 

 Eakamon Oumtrakool, personal financial planning 

 Neha Phadke, chemistry 

 Kathleen Phelan, counselor education 

 Kendra Phelps, zoology 

 Erin Pumroy, English 

 Md Mizanur Rahman, chemical engineering 

 Donald Ramirez, chemistry 

 Kristen Rogers, fine arts and theatre 

 Scott Starr, biology 

 Md Rakib Uddin, electrical engineering 

 Wondamgegne Whibesilassie, wildlife, aquatics and wildlands science and 

management 

 Shawna White, mass communications 

 

Participants were selected based on quality of research summary, credentials, likelihood 

of completing their dissertation within 12 months, quality of training environment and 

mentoring plan, and impact of the award on increasing the number of doctoral students. 

Students were endorsed by their department or program chairs. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Donna Rogers, unit manager for development, Graduate School, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 834-4079 or donna.rogers@ttu.edu. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
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Texas Tech Named Military Friendly Employer 

The university was one of five higher education institutions selected.  

 

Amidst the other military recognitions and rankings Texas Tech University has received 

in the past year, the university is adding “Military Friendly Employer” to its list.  

 

Texas Tech recently was one of five universities selected by the Military Officers 

Association of America for its contribution of former military personnel and being 

proactive in hiring service members and veterans as employees. Along with Texas Tech 

are companies such as Amazon, Dell, Bank of America, GEICO, Peace Corps, 

government agencies and JPMorgan Chase & Co., to name a few. 

 

“This is such an honor for Texas Tech, especially with us being one of only five 

universities nationally included in this list,” said Texas Tech President M. Duane Nellis. 

“Our veterans have dedicated their lives to service, and it is our duty to give back to them 

whether it may be with an education, a career or moral support. We will continue to help 

veterans and service members achieve their goals in all aspects of their lives.” 

 

Texas Tech works with veterans through its Military and Veterans Programs, a 

department specifically for service members, veterans and dependents of veterans to 

provide a seamless transition from military to civilian life.  

 

The Military and Veterans Programs serves more than 1,800 students attending Texas 

Tech and has more than 350 faculty and staff members in different colleges, departments 

and offices throughout campus to assist military personnel. 

 

“Being selected as a Military Friendly Employer conveys the top-down commitment 

Texas Tech has to the men and women who have served this great nation,” said Ryan 

Van Dusen, director of the Military and Veterans Programs. “The university sees the 

value in hiring veterans to serve as leaders and role models across campus. Veterans 

contribute to the overall diversity of the campus and its continued success as we strive 

toward becoming a national research university.” 

 

In the past, Texas Tech has been recognized as a Military Friendly College & University 

by Military Advanced Education, “Best for Vets” college and “Best for Vets” business 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
http://www.moaa.org/
http://www.moaa.org/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/mvp/index.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/mvp/awards.php


school by Military Times, Military Friendly School by G.I. Jobs, Best Online Graduate 

Program by U.S. News and World Report and also as the first Purple Heart University in 

Texas. 

 

Fore more information about Texas Tech’s Military and Veterans Program, visit its 

website. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Ryan Van Dusen, director, Military and Veterans Programs, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 742-6877 or ryan.van-dusen@ttu.edu.   

 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/mvp/index.php
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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University Innovation Fellows Recognized During NSF Day 

Five students are working to improve entrepreneurial opportunities at Texas Tech. 

 

Five of Texas Tech University’s most enterprising students will be recognized next week 

in front of some very important guests. 

 

Francis Atore, a senior mechanical engineering major from Nairobi, Kenya; Taylor 

Person, a senior environmental plant and soil science major from Agaña, Guam; Valente 

Rodriguez, a junior mechanical engineering major from Presidio; Benjamin Simmons, a 

junior mechanical engineering major from Aledo; and Victoria Young, a senior cellular 

and molecular biology major from Shallowater, will be honored during a pinning 

ceremony at 8:30 a.m. Wednesday (May 20) in the Rawls College of Business to kick off 

Texas Tech University’s National Science Foundation (NSF) Day. 

 

The students represent Texas Tech’s inaugural class of University Innovation Fellows. 

Funded by the National Science Foundation and administered by Stanford University’s 

National Center for Engineering Pathways to Innovation (Epicenter), the nonprofit 

program is designed to increase innovation in higher education. 

 

About the program 

“One of the largest opportunities for Texas Tech to grow and reach out into the 

community is through innovation and entrepreneurship,” said Texas Tech President M. 

Duane Nellis. “When I saw the University Innovation Fellows program in operation on 

other college campuses, I believed it would fit the culture we want to have here, while 

benefitting the students, the university and quite possibly the world.” 

 

After being nominated by faculty members or college deans, each student must apply in a 

video posted to YouTube. Science, technology, engineering or math (STEM) students are 

preferred, but students with real leadership capacity and creativity from other disciplines 

could be accepted as well.  

 

“In today’s economy, it is imperative for all students to acquire an entrepreneurial 

mindset,” said Humera Fasihuddin, co-leader of the University Innovation Fellows 

program. “College graduates need to enter the workforce skilled in assessing complex 

problems, conceiving innovative solutions and developing scalable solutions, whether they 

join a company, a non-profit organization or start a new venture.” 

 

mailto:glenys.young@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/
http://epicenter.stanford.edu/page/university-innovation-fellows


After being accepted, students complete an entrepreneurial landscape canvass of the 

campus, in which they survey students and faculty to learn about current entrepreneurial 

programs, courses and clubs in an effort to see what is needed on the. All subsequent 

groups will continue to update the canvass. In addition to showing where entrepreneurial 

gaps exist on campus, the information included could help professors who are applying for 

grants to develop entrepreneurship courses. 

 

“Our program provides a platform for Fellows to learn to be strategic thinkers, examine 

the landscape of learning opportunities at their schools and formulate action plans to 

implement their ideas,” said Leticia Britos-Cavagnaro, co-leader of the Fellows program 

and deputy director of Epicenter. “Fellows develop a community and share strategies 

about what’s working at their schools. Ultimately, these students, with their drive and 

motivation, are leading accelerated change in higher education.” 

 

After completing the canvass, the group, known as a “cohort,” then travels to Stanford for 

three days of training, including a trip to Google Garage. The students return and solicit 

peers to get involved and plan projects to increase “design thinking”: looking at situations 

creatively and differently and finding solutions.  

 

“UIF has been a life-changing experience,” Young said. “I have learned innovation and 

entrepreneurship touch everyone’s life in some form or fashion. The UIF program taught 

me the successful methods of the lean start-up movement to apply in my approach of 

transforming my campus. With these skills I have helped other students find their creative 

potential. After hosting a design-thinking workshop, the fellows and I enlightened other 

students that innovation and entrepreneurship are not far lofty goals, but rather things that 

are intertwined in everyday life.” 

 

In addition to the five Texas Tech students in the cohort, a sixth member is not yet a Red 

Raider. Marshal Head, a South Plains College pre-engineering student from Muleshoe, 

will transfer to Texas Tech in the fall. He was added after Stanford offered to include 

students from universities’ community college partners at no extra cost. 

 

“It’s a great selling point, being included in such a program,” said Ramesh Krishnan, the 

program sponsor at South Plains College. “This is exactly what we need, not just teaching 

out of books all the time, because there’s plenty of that. But if we can teach a culture of 

innovation and change, not just taking things as they are but seeing what they want it to 

be, students can take those ideas into the workplace, too. That’s what employers are 

looking for, fresh energy and ideas.”  

 

According to the University Innovation Fellows website, Texas Tech had the distinction of 

being the only campus in Texas to nominate an entire cohort of five students and a 

community college partner. By comparison, Prairie View A&M, University of Texas, 

SMU and UT-Southwestern each have one Fellow, and Texas A&M has three. 

 

“Our goal is to provide an excellent practical research and entrepreneurial opportunity for 

our student Fellows,” said Robert V. Duncan, senior vice president for research. “When 
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students experience the joys of discovery and entrepreneurial success, they will pursue 

such exhilaration for the rest of their professional careers.”  

 

Although some of the initial cohort graduated last weekend, the second group has just 

been nominated, according to Jennifer Horn, director of translational research and 

entrepreneurialism: Jianna Davenport, a mathematics major; Jennifer Romero, majoring in 

natural resources management; and Mathieu Conklin and Genna Jackson, both pre-

engineering students from South Plains College who plan to transfer to Texas Tech in the 

fall of 2016. 

 

CONTACT: Jennifer Horn, director of translational research and 

entrepreneurialism, Office of the Vice President for Research, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 742-3905 or jennifer.horn@ttu.edu; Ramesh Krishnan, University 

Innovation Fellows sponsor, South Plains College, (806) 470-4300 or 

kramsreal@gmail.com; Victoria Young, University Innovation Fellow and graduating 

cellular and molecular biology major, (806) 559-6778 or victoriayoung92@gmail.com.  

mailto:jennifer.horn@ttu.edu
mailto:kramsreal@gmail.com
mailto:victoriayoung92@gmail.com
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Texas Tech Chess, Estacado High School Partner for Memorial Chess Tournament 

The 2015 Mindalyzer Memorial tournament honored Quinton Smith,  

an Estacado High School student, who died in 2012. 

 

On Saturday (May 16) afternoon the Texas Tech University Chess Program and the 

Estacado High School Matador Knight Chess Club teamed together to organize the 2015 

Mindalyzer Memorial chess tournament to honor Quinton Smith, an Estacado High 

School student, who died in 2012 while at a chess tournament in Dallas. 

 

Thirty-seven students from the 6-12 grades played four rounds of chess at the Charles 

Adams Studio Project at Fifth Street and J Avenue.  

 

“Everyone had a great day of chess and sunshine,” said Al Lawrence, director of the 

Texas Tech Chess Program. “Students, parents and coaches all seemed to appreciate an 

afternoon of chess at a great Lubbock location.” 

 

Pranjal Ghimire of Lubbock High School won first with a perfect 4-0 score, winning an 

iPad for his victories. Classmate Kevin Shu won a Samsung Galaxy Tab 2 for second 

place. Leopold Meyer of Hutchinson Middle School finished in third place, taking home 

a Kindle Fire tablet. Evans Middle School student Jordan Duarte finished fourth and won 

an electronic chess timer.  

 

Texas Tech Chess head coach and International Grandmaster Alex Onischuk presented 

the awards to the winners of the tournament. 

 

Estacado High School teacher Jon Whitfield said this tournament is to remember Quinton 

Smith and the student he was.  

 

“Quinton was a talented student with a great heart and a big love of chess,” he said. “This 

tournament is dedicated to his memory.” 

 

For more information or to register for events, contact Texas Tech Chess by email or 

phone at TexasTechChess@ttu.edu or (806) 742-7742. To keep up with the university’s 

chess program, visit their website or follow Texas Tech Chess on Facebook. 

 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
mailto:TexasTechChess@ttu.edu
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/ttuchess/index.php
http://www.facebook.com/ttu.chess


The Texas Tech University Chess program – part of the Division of Institutional 

Diversity, Equity and Community Engagement – offers outreach programs to more than a 

dozen area schools and can provide teaching materials and other assistance on request. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Al Lawrence, director, Chess Program, Texas Tech University, (806) 

834-0997 or al.lawrence@ttu.edu.   

 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Museum of Texas Tech University Taking Part in Blue Star Museums  

Military members and their families get free admission to the Moody Planetarium. 

 

 

WHAT: The Museum of Texas Tech University, as part of the Blue Star 

Museums campaign, will offer free admission to the Moody Planetarium 

to active and reserve duty military and their families. 

 

 Blue Star Museums is a collaboration between the National Endowment 

for the Arts, Blue Star Families, the U.S. Department of Defense and 

hundreds of museums throughout the nation.  

 

 Museum admission is free for all members of the community. General 

admission to the planetarium is $5. 

 

WHEN: The Blue Star Museums campaign runs from Memorial Day to Labor 

Day, but military families get free admission to the planetarium year-

round. 

 

 The museum is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and 1-

5 p.m. Sunday. Check the planetarium’s website for its film schedule.  

 

WHERE: Museum of Texas Tech University, 3301 Fourth St. 

  

WHO: Active and reserve duty members of the military and their families. The 

military member does not have to attend for the family to get in. To get 

in, families must bring a Geneva Convention common access card or a 

dependent ID card. 

 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Jonathan Blackwell, director of marketing, Museum of Texas Tech 

University, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1162 or jonathan.blackwell@ttu.edu.  

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/museumttu/index.html
http://arts.gov/national/blue-star-museums
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/museumttu/planetarium.html
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Personal Financial Planning Professors Join Buffett, Bernanke on Investment 

Advisor’s 35 for 35 List 

Deena Katz and Harold Evensky have been recognized numerous times for their 

contributions to the financial services industry. 

  

Texas Tech University personal financial planning professors Harold Evensky and Deena 

Katz, who for more than 30 years have been business partners as well as husband and wife, 

were named to Investment Advisor’s 35 for 35 list, which recognizes people who have 

been influential in the independent financial advice industry and includes billionaire 

investor Warren Buffett and former Federal Reserve chairman Ben Bernanke. 

 

The recognition was an acknowledgement to what the pair has brought to the industry, both 

through their work as wealth managers and planners and their research and teaching in 

Texas Tech’s nationally known Department of Personal Financial Planning. 

 

“For the magazine’s 35th anniversary year, we wanted to look back at the people who made 

the industry what it is today and increased our list to 35 advisors, regulators, researchers 

and pioneers,” said Danielle Andrus, executive managing editor for Investment Advisor. 

“Harold Evensky and Deena Katz have appeared on our list many times, and we chose to 

include them once again for their early adoption of the fee-only model, for their wisdom 

and for their continued dedication to educating the next generation of advisers.” 

 

Evensky, a professor of practice and chairman of Evensky & Katz/Foldes Financial Wealth 

Management, has been on numerous boards, including the CFP Board of Governors, the 

International CFP Council and TIAA-CREF Institute Investment Advisory Board. He was a 

member of the Committee for the Fiduciary Standard and strongly supported President 

Obama’s recent push to require all retirement advisers be held to the fiduciary standard, 

which requires them to put their clients’ financial interests before their own. 

 

“I would say it’s luck and passion,” he said. “We were both lucky enough to start when this 

profession was truly in its infancy. We’ve been involved forever, and it’s become our 

passion.” 

 

Katz, an associate professor and co-chairman of Evensky & Katz/Foldes Financial, is 

frequently named on lists of people who have influenced the financial services industry, 

including Accounting Today’s Top Ten Names to Know in Financial Planning and 

Financial Planning Magazine’s Most Influential People in the Planning Profession. She 

authored “Deena Katz’s Complete Guide to Practice Management,” “Deena Katz’s Tools 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
http://www.thinkadvisor.com/2015/05/04/the-2015-ia-35-for-35
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/pfp/


and Templates for Financial Advisers” and “Deena Katz on Practice Management.” She 

and Evensky were editors of “Retirement Income Redesigned” and “Investment Think 

Tank.” 

 

“Harold and I have always been visionaries, dedicated to helping the industry grow and 

thrive as a profession,” she said. 

 

Both Evenksy and Katz were profiled in ThinkAdvisor.  

 

CONTACT: Harold Evensky, professor of practice, Department of Personal Financial 

Planning, College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5042 or 

hevensky@ek-ff.com; Deena Katz, associate professor, Department of Personal 

Financial Planning, College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 470-

8198 or deena.katz@ttu.edu. 

http://www.thinkadvisor.com/2015/05/08/harold-evensky-comprehensive-planning-by-stagesthe?=calendar
http://www.thinkadvisor.com/2015/05/11/deena-katz-process-over-product-the-2015-ia-35-fo
mailto:hevensky@ek-ff.com
mailto:deena.katz@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Engineer Invited to Showcase Technology at BIO Innovation Zone 

Siva Vanapalli has done extensive research and product development in microfluidics. 

 

Siva Vanapalli has had tremendous success researching various areas in microfluidics, 

but he’s also an accomplished inventor with three pending patents, two of which have 

already been licensed to the startup company, Neofluidics LLC. 

 

Now, he could be on the verge of another microfluidic technology that can be integrated 

into several stand-alone or desktop diagnostic platforms. 

 

Vanapalli, an associate professor and graduate adviser in the Department of Chemical 

Engineering in Texas Tech University’s Whitacre College of Engineering, will present 

the latest technology developed in his laboratory at the 2015 Biotechnology Industry 

Organization (BIO) Innovation Zone June 15-18 in Philadelphia. 

 

“This is a great honor simply because it is a unique and exciting opportunity to showcase 

our work at a place where you have 15,000 people all interested in a similar domain of 

expertise in life sciences,” Vanapalli said. “It’s an opportunity to connect with people 

who do startups and businesses and try to showcase how Texas Tech is trying to be more 

entrepreneurial in large parts of the market.” 

 

Vanapalli will be accompanied at the event by David Snow, associate managing director 

and intellectual property manager in the Office of Research Commercialization. Together 

they will debut Vanapalli’s new technology, which he said involves microfluidics and has 

applications in diagnostics and the behavior of single cells. 

 

The technology was developed through an Accelerating Innovation Research grant 

Vanapalli received from the National Science Foundation (NSF), which along with the 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) sponsors the BIO Innovation Zone. Vanapalli said 

this grant takes basic discovery from research and translates it into prototype technology. 

 

The Innovation Zone is a dedicated 5,000-square-foot area on the exhibition floor 

dedicated to showing 35 NIH and 35 NSF SBIR grantees. Each selection will have a 

dedicated kiosk space to display his or her work, which Vanapalli said, for his 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/che/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/che/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/index.php
http://convention.bio.org/innovationzone/
http://convention.bio.org/innovationzone/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/commercialization/index.php
http://www.nsf.gov/
http://www.nih.gov/


technology, will involve artwork with a simple summary on the product as well as laptop 

computers that will show how the technology and prototype works.  

 

It is estimated 15,000 biotech leaders from 65 countries will attend the exhibition, 

representing areas such as drug discovery, biomanufacturing, genomics, biofuels, 

nanotechnology and cell therapy. The three-day event also features opportunities for 

education and networking between scientists and industry officials. 

 

Vanapalli said this is his first time to attend the Innovation Zone. 

 

“I am a little nervous,” Vanapalli said. “This is a different type of activity that as faculty 

we’re not used to. At the same time, it is an interesting opportunity to really allow us to 

translate our basic discoveries in the lab into the market. The people who come to this 

include startups and investors, all of them showing up to try to find the next emerging 

technology and the direction the field is going into.” 

 

Vanapalli said the opportunity exists through the Innovation Zone to not only display his 

work and possibly enter into an agreement with a company to license the technology, but 

also to show Texas Tech is a research leader in the area of microfluidics. 

 

“There are several opportunities here. A company could be interested in a product that is 

already made and wants to license it,” Vanapalli said. “Or, other companies might be 

interested in doing some research with our university in specific areas they are interested 

in. All of this opens up possibilities, and I’m very curious to see which directions it might 

lead to and how much excitement there is going to be there for our product.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Siva Vanapalli, associate professor, Department of Chemical 

Engineering, Whitacre College of Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-

1757 or siva.vanapalli@ttu.edu. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:siva.vanapalli@ttu.edu
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Brian Ott Named New Chairman of the Department of Communication Studies 

Ott has extensive administrative and research experience from his previous posts. 

 

Brian Ott, who was named the new chair of the Department of Communication Studies at 

Texas Tech University, will start his duties June 1 as the department continues its 

transition under the College of Media & Communication. 

 

Ott comes to Texas Tech after serving as a professor of rhetorical and media studies in 

the Department of Communication at the University of Colorado Denver. His research 

focus has been how the media equips the public to live their everyday lives. 

“I am thrilled to be joining the Department of Communication Studies and the College of 

Media & Communication at Texas Tech,” Ott said. “We live in a dynamic and rapidly 

changing communication environment, and I look forward to working with faculty in the 

department and across the college and campus to help better prepare our students for the 

unique challenges of life in the networked era.”  

One of the original departments at Texas Tech, communication studies became the fourth 

degree offered in Media & Communication, joining Advertising, Journalism & Electronic 

Media and Public Relations. 

 

Dean David Perlmutter said when the move was made official he hoped to have a new 

chair in place by the summer, and he is excited about what Ott brings to Texas Tech. 

 

“Dr. Ott is a renowned scholar and teacher in Communication Studies and is the right 

person at the right time to lead our department into a new era of growth and prosperity,” 

Perlmutter said. 

 

Perlmutter said three new assistant professors have also been hired and will start in the 

fall, and a new director of forensics has been hired as well. 

 

Ott’s research has appeared in numerous journals concerning media and communication 

as well as authoring several studies on television and communication. 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/communicationstudies/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/


In his role at CU Denver, Ott served as associate department chairman for three years. He 

was responsible for conducting annual faculty evaluations, supervising lecturers and 

instructors, offering training and support for graduate assistants and overseeing courses. 

He also has experience in budgetary work and tenure evaluation. 

 

Prior to CU Denver, Ott was a professor at Colorado State University where he served on 

the university’s Diversity Advisory Committee, the President’s Commission on Women 

and Gender Equity and the Board of Student Communications. He is the former editor-in-

chief of the Western Journal of Communication and former president of the Western 

States Communication Association. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: David Perlmutter, dean, College of Media & Communication, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 834-8179 or david.perlmutter@ttu.edu. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Saxophone Quartet Wins National Chamber Music Competition 

The Mirasol Quartet recently recorded its debut CD and will go on tour later this year. 

   

Texas Tech University’s premier saxophone quartet won a gold medal at the Fischoff 

National Chamber Music Competition at Notre Dame University in May. 

 

The Mirasol Quartet, composed of James Barger, a doctoral student from Carrollton; Ben 

Still, a master’s student from Raleigh, North Carolina; Andrew Reinhart, a senior from 

Lewisville; and Ben Donnell, a senior from Levelland, won the gold medal in the wind 

division of the Fischoff competition.  

 

David Dees, a professor of saxophone in the School of Music, has coached the ensemble 

for almost two years.  

 

“I am tremendously proud of this group,” Dees said. “Their Fischoff Gold Medal is a 

potentially once-in-a-lifetime event for all of us. This is a truly distinctive honor for them, 

the saxophone studio, the School of Music and Texas Tech. It is the culmination of two 

years of fantastic teamwork and music-making.” 

 

The Fischoff competition is the largest chamber music competition in the world. Every 

year more than 100 string or wind ensembles from more than 20 countries participate. 

The quartet is Texas Tech’s first ensemble to be accepted into the live rounds of the 

competition, much less win a gold medal. 

 

This is the latest recognition for the group, which is transitioning from a university-based 

ensemble into a professional chamber music ensemble. Dees said the quartet performs 

several times each semester, from Lubbock venues to regional and national conferences 

and competitions throughout the state and in Oklahoma, Illinois and California. The 

ensemble rehearses for up to 20 hours per week, plus each member spends a number of 

hours in individual practice and study. 

 

The ensemble will go on tour this fall as part of the Fischoff winners’ tour of the 

Midwestern United States and recently finished recording their debut CD, which will 

feature music of French composer Florent Schmitt and American composers Frank 

Ticheli and David Maslanka. 

 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/music/


Barger, a doctoral student, said the ensemble’s development has been both fun and 

musically challenging. He has enjoyed both the success and the company of the other 

musicians. He’s looking forward to the evolution of the Mirasol Quartet, he said. 

 

“In the beginning we were just having fun making music together,” he said. “However, 

we kept improving and started being accepted into, and placing well at, some big-name 

chamber music competitions. But competition aside, we are all great friends who enjoy 

each other’s company and just have a great time making music. 

 

“The experience has been great. We each bring our own strengths, interests and musical 

tastes to the group in what has been a very successful meld for us.”  

 

CONTACT: David Dees, professor, School of Music, College of Visual & Performing 

Arts, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1915 or d.dees@ttu.edu.  

mailto:d.dees@ttu.edu
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Military and Veterans Programs Hosts Tournament for Heroes Fundraiser 

The funds raised will go toward scholarships for student veterans  

and their family members. 

 

On Saturday (May 29) Texas Tech University’s Military and Veterans Programs (MVP) 

will host its second annual Tournament for Heroes at the Rawls Golf Course to raise 

scholarship funds for student veterans and their family members. The tournament is a 

four-person scramble that includes 18 holes of golf, cart rental, a hamburger buffet lunch 

and a gift package.  

 

The event will begin with the hamburger lunch at 11:30 a.m., followed by practice at the 

driving range at 12:30 p.m. and the shotgun start at 1 p.m. 

 

“Even though the G.I. Bill and the Hazlewood Act provide a great financial benefit for 

students, there are still several expenses not covered,” said Ryan Van Dusen, director of 

the Military and Veterans Programs. “We want to do all we can to help our veterans and 

family members be successful in the classroom and in the community. This tournament 

helps us do that.” 

 

The tournament registration fee is $150 per individual player and $400 for a team of four 

players. Sponsorship opportunities are available, including $1,500 for a four-person team 

and title advertisement in all publications and marketing, $1,000 for a four-person team 

and hole advertisement or $200 for tee box sponsors.  

 

Last year, the tournament raised approximately $10,000 in scholarship funding for 

veterans and their family members.  

 

For more information about the Tournament for Heroes, visit the Military and Veterans 

website. A link to the registration form is also available. For inquiries about individual 

teams and sponsorships, email mvp@ttu.edu.  

 

The Military and Veterans Programs provide military personnel, veterans and dependents 

of veterans with a seamless transition from military to civilian life through support, 

encouragement of campus and community engagement and provide a positive experience 

through degree completion. MVP serves more than 1,800 military students and has more 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/mvp/index.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/mvp/tournament.php
mailto:mvp@ttu.edu


than 350 faculty and staff members in different colleges, departments and offices to 

provide assistance to each student. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Ryan Van Dusen, director, Military and Veterans Programs, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 742-6877 or ryan.van-dusen@ttu.edu.   

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:ryan.van-dusen@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Nationally Ranked for Best Online Programs for Veterans 

U.S. News and World Report included the Edward E. Whitacre Jr. College of 

Engineering, the College of Education and the Department of Computer Science.  

 

U.S. News World Report recently ranked three of Texas Tech University’s colleges and 

departments for having some of the Best Online Programs for Veterans. The Edward E. 

Whitacre Jr. College of Engineering (No. 17), the College of Education’s graduate 

program (No. 96) and the Department of Computer Science (No. 14) were all nationally 

ranked.  

 

This is the second consecutive year Texas Tech has been recognized for its online 

education programs.  

 

“Whether a veteran is taking a class face-to-face or online, we are proud to serve,” said 

Ryan Van Dusen, director of Texas Tech’s Military and Veterans Programs (MVP). 

“Online degrees are a great option for military personnel and working veterans. It is great 

to be able to tell potential students they will be able to get a high-quality education in 

whichever format they choose.” 

 

The U.S. News rankings were based on program reputation, faculty credentials, retention 

rates and graduate debt loan. Programs must be ranked in the top-75 percent of schools 

included in U.S. News and World Report’s 2015 Best Online Programs rankings, 

published in January.  

 

The Military and Veterans Programs provide assistance to veterans and their families 

from the time they apply to Texas Tech. MVP serves as the one place student veterans 

can access their education benefits, register for classes, ask questions and get assistance 

with the transition from military to civilian life.  

 

Texas Tech has more than 1,800 student veterans and dependents of veterans and more 

than 350 faculty and staff members in different colleges, departments and offices on 

campus to serve as assistants to students.  

 

Texas Tech has received other esteemed rankings and recognitions such as being named a 

Military Friendly College and University by Military Advanced Education, a Military 

mailto:kleigh.sims@ttu.edu
http://www.usnews.com/info/blogs/press-room/2015/05/19/us-news-releases-the-2015-best-online-programs-for-veterans
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/education/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/cs/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/mvp/index.php
http://www.usnews.com/education/online-education
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/mvp/awards.php


Friendly School by G.I. Jobs and a “Best for Vets” school by Military Times. Texas Tech 

also is the first Purple Heart University in Texas. 

 

Texas Tech recently was one of five universities selected as a Military Friendly Employer 

by the Military Officers Association of America. 

 

For more information about Texas Tech’s Military and Veterans Programs, please visit 

its website. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Ryan Van Dusen, director, Military and Veterans Programs, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 742-6877 or ryan.van-dusen@ttu.edu.   

 

http://today.ttu.edu/posts/2015/05/texas-tech-named-military-friendly-employer
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/mvp/index.php
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
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Texas Tech Students Recognized Internationally 

The Honors College at Texas Tech had three students win competitive scholarships. 

 

Three Texas Tech University students have won awards from prestigious international 

organizations. Rachel Dziuk and Hattie Schunk received Goldwater honorable mentions, 

and Kate Lewis won a place in the Common European Master’s Course in Biomedical 

Engineering (CEMACUBE) program. 

  

Dziuk and Schunk were two of four Texas Tech students nominated for the Goldwater 

Scholarship, which is available to U.S. college students who are sophomores or juniors, 

have a GPA of at least 3.85 and intend to pursue research careers in mathematics, natural 

sciences or engineering. Although honorable mentions don’t receive any funding, the 

recognition of their work puts them among some of the strongest emerging young 

scientists, said Lynne Fallwell, national and international scholarships and fellowships 

director with the Honors College. 

 

The Goldwater is the most prestigious award in the nation for undergraduate science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) undergraduate students. 

 

“I feel very fortunate to receive a Goldwater honorable mention, especially being among a 

select group of only 46 engineers out of the 269 students to receive the award,” said 

Schunk, a chemical engineering major. “I had excellent mentors, Dom Casadonte and 

Lynne Fallwell, and I would not have received this honor without their help and 

encouragement throughout the process.” 

 

Dziuk, a cell and molecular biology major, echoed her sentiments. 

 

“I am tremendously humbled to have received this award,” she said. “The Goldwater 

honorable mention exemplifies my desires to pursue a doctorate in molecular biology and 

eventually teach at the collegiate level.” 

 

The CEMACUBE program, formerly a part of the Erasmus Mundus Master Course 

Program, grants a two-year master’s degree at two of the five top biomedical engineering 

schools in the European Union. Lewis, a mechanical engineering major, was chosen from a 

short list of 61 students from throughout the world. She was one of three American 

students chosen. She will attend the University of Groningen in the Netherlands for her first 

year and Aachen University in Germany for her second year. 

 

../../Templates/matthew.matherly@ttu.edu
https://goldwater.scholarsapply.org/index.php
https://goldwater.scholarsapply.org/index.php
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/honors/
http://www.biomedicaltechnology.eu/


“Working with these young women was a real pleasure,” Fallwell said. “Each of them 

exhibits a superior level of organization, professionalism and drive. Kate, Rachel and 

Hattie went above and beyond as they pursued their respective awards. Each is a positive 

reflection on the high caliber of students we have here at Texas Tech.” 

 

CONTACT: Lynne Fallwell, director, national and international scholarships and 

fellowships, Honors College, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0486 or 

l.fallwell@ttu.edu 

mailto:l.fallwell@ttu.edu
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Demo Day Product Presentations Result in Tie 
Two teams are headed to Denver Startup Week in the fall. 

By Glenys Young 
 
Two local venture teams are one step closer to bringing their products to market. 
 
Three teams pitched products to potential investors, companies and regional economic 
development representatives during Demo Day on Wednesday (May 13), an event 
organized by the Kinetic Accelerator, Innovated by Texas Tech program and the Texas 
Tech University Office of Research Commercialization. 
 
Nanovations, a high-energy, rapid-charge battery storage technology, and SepsiSure, 
which could lead to faster and cheaper sepsis diagnoses in the medical field, garnered an 
equal number of votes from the audience after their presentations. 
 
After winning the competition, both teams will receive an all-expenses-paid trip to 
Colorado to take part in Denver Startup Week from Sept. 28-Oct. 2. 
 
“The purpose of the trip is to continue the discussion about entrepreneurship, raising 
capital to launch a business, and introduce them to multiple investors and business owners 
in the Denver area,” said Lisa McDonald, director of the Kinetic Accelerator program. 
“This trip is all about exposing the teams to working ventures and businesses and 
additional resources as they continue their entrepreneurial pursuits.” 
 
The third venture team at Demo Day presented CryptCrate, a software program designed 
to protect personal data during storage in the Cloud. 
 
Votes were cast by members of the audience, which included venture capitalists, angel 
investors and representatives from the Lubbock Economic Development Alliance, the 
Lubbock Chamber of Commerce, the city of Lubbock, Reese Technology Center and other 
startup companies.  
 
The Kinetic Accelerator, Innovated by Texas Tech program de-risks technologies 
discovered and developed at university, government and corporate research labs. 
 
“This was an enlightening experience to learn how early stage technology can leave the 
lab and be put into practical use,” said Michael Buckberry, team leader for SepsiSure. “I 
feel like I saw the beginning of innovation and the process to reach the market.” 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/commercialization/accelerator/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/commercialization/index.php
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Education Professor Finds Passion in Bilingual Novels 
The lack of Latino representation in American literature inspired René Saldaña Jr. to write 

children’s novels. 
By Heidi Toth 

 
Half a century ago, UNESCO designated Sept. 8 as International Literacy Day, inviting 
people the world over to rejoice in reading and raise awareness of those who can’t read. 
The cost of illiteracy is estimated at more than $1 trillion worldwide, and people who are 
not functionally literate face limited employment opportunities, welfare dependence and 
greater propensity toward crime. Illiteracy is most common among women and girls, 
though it is found in both genders, among all races and in every country. 
 
One way Texas Tech University education professor René Saldaña Jr. found to help people 
enjoy reading was to write books geared toward Spanish speakers. He found when he 
created characters who looked like his readers, more readers were drawn to those 
characters. He saw the importance of this first-hand, since he was working on his master’s 
degree the first time he saw a book with a Hispanic last name on the cover. 
 
He was so excited that he sent Sandra Cisneros’ “The House on Mango Street” to his 
sister, telling her she would love it. She wrote back, including a book she’d never returned 
to her high school English teacher – “Bless Me, Ultima” by Rudolfo Anaya. 
 
In the next few years he found more Hispanic authors – Denise Chavez, Julia Alvarez – but 
the number remained small. It wasn’t just authors, either. He found few books with Latino 
characters.  
 
“This is why I write these Latino characters, because these stories do exist and they’re 
important to share with readers,” he said.  
 
Saldaña, an associate professor of language literacy in the Texas Tech University College 
of Education, is the author of 10 children’s books, which are a mix of fiction, short stories 
and a mystery series about fifth-grade detective Mickey Rangel. The Mickey Rangel series 
is published in both English and Spanish and crafted in such a way that both languages get 
a book cover. It’s a novel idea. 
 
“I jumped at the chance,” Saldaña said of writing in this format. 
 
History of writing subhead 
Saldaña’s educational background is in creative writing, and he taught creative writing 
before becoming a professor at Texas Tech. His first novel, published in 2001, is called 
“The Jumping Tree,” a semiautobiographical tale told through a collection of short stories. 
 

http://internationalliteracyday.org/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/education/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/education/


The book he enjoyed writing the most is “A Good Long Way,” which tells the stories of 
three children, all in different voices and points of view and tied together through the voice 
of an omniscient narrator. Three publishers told him the work was too experimental to be 
successful until Arte Público, a Houston publishing house, picked it up. 
 
That relationship led Arte Público’s children’s publishing house, Piñata Books, to pick up 
the Mickey Rangel series, which are experimental in a different way. Saldaña said he wrote 
the books in English, but when he approached the publisher, Piñata Books staff suggested 
making the children’s novels a flip book. Instead of a front and back cover, the books have 
a Spanish cover and an English cover. To read in the other language, a reader simply flips 
the book over. 
 
This was a change from most bilingual books, which have one page in English and the 
same page following in Spanish. That seemed to relegate the Spanish to a less important 
place, Saldaña said. 
 
“The idea is language is such a political issue, and traditionally in translations you get one 
page in English and the second in Spanish,” he said. “Visually it does create this notion 
that there is a first language and a second, and a kid picking up a book shouldn’t have to 
see his familial language in a secondary position.” 
 
Saldaña loved the idea. He liked that readers could experience the Spanish novel as an 
independent work, but also because his mother, who neither reads nor speaks English, 
could read the books. Up until this point, he’d give her a book and she’d take it, wait the 
amount of time reading the book would take, then call to say the book was wonderful. 
 
“Now that they’re coming out in bilingual form she gets to read a lot of my stuff,” he said. 
 
Education 
Saldaña’s teaching experience runs the gamut, from public education to teaching would-be 
teachers how to teach to teaching doctoral candidates the philosophy behind language 
literacy, which is his field. Without this teaching experience, he said, his writing 
experience would be much different.  
 
“I think I would have run out of ideas for kids stories if I wasn’t in the system itself,” he 
said.  
 
He still spends time around children, as he frequently speaks at schools about his books. 
Often a student will tell him how much he or she enjoyed Saldaña’s book. Later, the 
student’s teacher often tells Saldaña about that student’s struggle with reading or feeling 
left out in the schools. They tell him his books are making a difference. 
 
He doesn’t assign his books to his students, but now that he’s mostly teaching teachers, he 
tells them to do read-alongs and frequently demonstrates the skill to his teacher candidates. 
This year he also assigned a book to his education students: “The Circuit” by Francisco 
Jimenez. It focuses on how cultural diversity affects the classroom. The writer came to the 
United States as a young child who spoke no English, but he went through the system with 
a mix of good and bad teachers. It’s a good way for would-be teachers to think about how 
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they will address cultural diversity in their classrooms, a necessary skill in every classroom 
in the United States. 
 
“One thing I would recommend is to get to know the children as quickly as possible,” 
Saldaña said. “Get to know them as individuals instead of as a block of one heritage. Make 
classes as inclusive as possible.” 
 
How to pick a book 
Saldaña has always enjoyed mysteries, and now he’s reading Norwegian mystery writer Jo 
Nesbø. His wife, who is Swedish, introduced him to Swedish mysteries, so he decided to 
branch out through Scandinavia.  
 
While he does get a number of book recommendations, though, that’s not his only method 
for choosing a book. Sometimes he hearkens back to his middle school days, when his 
book selection took a methodical turn. 
 
He’d start with the first bookshelf, top shelf, far left book. He’d pull each book out. If the 
cover looked interesting, he’d read the first line. If the first line was interesting, he’d read 
the first paragraph, then onto the first page. If by the first chapter he was still interested, he 
checked out the book. 
 
If at any point in those checks he lost interest, he’d put the book back and move to the next 
one, moving down the shelf each time he went to the library. 
 
“Teachers would say, ‘Don’t judge a book by its cover,’ but that’s what I did,” Saldaña 
said. “If it wasn’t interesting looking I wasn’t cracking it open.” 
 
It still works, he said, particularly for a child who may walk into a library and find the 
sheer volume of volumes overwhelming. 
 
He does not reread many books, but before teaching and children, he had a few classics 
that he tried to read each year, including “Beowulf,” “The Great Gatsby” and “The Sun 
Also Rises.” 
 
 
Sidebar: René Saldaña’s books 
 

• “Mystery of the Mischievous Marker: A Mickey Rangel Mystery” 
• “Dale, dale, dale: una fiesta de números/Hit It, Hit It, Hit It: A Fiesta of Numbers” 
• “Dancing with the Devil and Other Tales from Beyond” 
• “The Lemon Tree Caper: A Mickey Rangel Mystery” 
• “A Good Long Way” 
• “The Case of the Pen Gone Missing: A Mickey Rangel Mystery” 
• “The Whole Sky Full of Stars” 
• “The Jumping Tree” 



• “Finding Our Way: Stories” 
• “Heartbeat of the Soul of the World” 
• “Juventud! Growing up on the Border: Stories and Poems” (with Erika Garza-

Johnson) 
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Interior Design Students Take Their Education to the Bay 
More than 30 students in Don Collier’s interior tour class explored Asian design influences 

in a weeklong trip to San Francisco. 
By Heidi Toth 

 
A class of Texas Tech University interior design students spent their spring break in San 
Francisco touring design centers and showrooms, interviewing interior designers and 
hoping to make career connections in a city known for its style.  
 
Interior design professor Don Collier, who leads the interior tour class, believes the 
firsthand experience his 37 students gained on the trip will be critical as they begin work in 
their profession. This is his 12th such trip; he rotates between New York City, Chicago, San 
Francisco and Boston, visiting influential firms, museums and department stores each city 
has to offer. 
 
“It’s really about exposure to what their future profession is like,” Collier said. “It’s not 
just color picking and decorating. That certainly is part of it, but it’s exposure to culture, to 
manners, to the way people live, the way people work and the options that are available to 
them. 
 
“I want to open the door to the glories and beauties of our art form.” 
 
The students returned exhausted and with sore feet but also with a journal of their 
experiences and dozens of ideas for their final project – an operatic-themed fancy sushi 
restaurant – and ideas for homes, offices and other commercial spaces. 
  
“It opened my eyes to the various aspects of an interior designer’s life,” freshman Hayley 
Richburg said. “I feel like I understand what goes on in the design world better than I did 
initially going into this trip. I also feel as though this trip introduced my name into the 
design world.” 
 
Challenging curriculum 
The purpose of the interior tour class, which is a 3-hour credit course, is to increase 
students’ awareness of the larger world of interior design. Putting them in a different city 
to experience the historical, cultural and environmental aspects that contribute to the 
practice of interior design allows the students hands-on experience in their field. It also 
introduces them to up-and-coming trends. 
 
Going to San Francisco opened their eyes to the Asian influence in design, which featured 
heavily in the final project: a design notebook for a formal restaurant called Butterfly’s, 
influenced by the opera “Madame Butterfly” and the Asian art and culture they 



experienced in the Bay Area. Those notebooks drew both ideas and specific products and 
trends from the manufacturers and designers the students met with on their trip. 
 
It was a fun week, but it was not easy. Once they got to San Francisco, Collier had his 
students running all over the city. The class went to the Asian Art Museum, Gump’s, 
Chinatown, the San Francisco Design Center and dozens of design firms specializing in 
residential and corporate design.  
 
Collier wants the students to come home with a good idea of what their field entails and 
what tools are available to them. Gump’s, for example, is a major retailer that has been in 
business since the gold rush and is a major importer of fine Asian antiques, china, fashion, 
jewelry and furniture.  
 
“It’s a store I use a lot in my professional work,” Collier said. 
 
They also went to well-known showrooms as part of a retail scavenger hunt for the 
investigation of retail design and some of the top design firms in the country. One of those 
was global design firm Gensler. 
 
“Their office was very open and welcoming for their employees, which I loved,” Richburg 
said. “I loved seeing the employees collaborating on projects in progress, and I 
immediately had a goal to be a part of that someday.” 
 
The last couple of days were spent in firms talking to designers. As a group they went to 
Knoll International, a major manufacturing corporation, then Collier divided his students 
into small groups and sent them to different firms to ask questions about the work. 
 
“It’s good to hear what they have to say about their jobs and their ideas,” junior Nan Poole 
said. “It’s also great to familiarize ourselves with product lines and showrooms because we 
will be their clients in the years to come.” 
 
They got honest answers to their questions, too. 
 
“One of the design professionals who talked to us said something that upset the other 
students but I applauded (not literally),” Poole wrote in her journal. “He said this job is not 
fun! I’m so glad somebody said this. Interior design isn’t all peaches and ponies, it’s a lot 
of hard work. People think it’s an easy job but it isn’t. He meant it’s hard work and it’s 
exhausting, sometimes it’s so intense. But he does love his job. He just wants us to have a 
realistic idea of how hard it really is.” 
 
These interviews also introduced the firms to these students, who will be looking for 
internships and jobs in the next few years. Collier estimated about 20 percent of the 
students who take this class end up working in the city they visited. 
 
 “When we go to New York City and Chicago, I call our alumni, and they tour us,” he said.  
 
Exploring San Francisco’s Asian influence 
They also went to the Asian Art Museum, which had three special exhibits. One, called 
“The Art of Seduction,” is an exhibit on Japanese geishas, including costume, manners, 
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music and a display of kimonos. The students also viewed modern Japanese ceramics and 
the history of the Japanese block print. 
 
“These are the prints that heavily influenced Frank Lloyd Wright in the American arts and 
crafts movement,” Collier said. “It was a perfect tie-in to other trips, like Chicago, which is 
basically a history of Frank Lloyd Wright.” 
 
The message hit home for Collier’s students, particularly for those like sophomore Cody 
Williams, who plans to sign up for this class again next year. Destination: Chicago. 
 
“I have learned to be more aware of what different cultures have to offer,” he said. “I never 
realized how much the Asian culture has influenced our design in America.” 
 
For Poole, who’s lived in Texas her whole life, she discovered a world she’d only 
experienced through books, TV shows and movies. 
 
“I saw this class as an opportunity to be exposed to a different type of culture than I’m 
used to,” she said. “This was a chance for me to be exposed to as close to the real thing as I 
could get without leaving the United States when it comes to Asian design.” 
 
It also helped Poole’s career goals come into focus. 
 
“It is my dream to work on residential projects because they are much more personal than 
commercial projects,” she said. “I may move out of Texas. I’ve lived here my whole life 
and this trip really opened my eyes to search for new opportunities and experiences in new 
places.” 
 
The interior tour class 
The interior tour class meets at 9 a.m. every Friday. Before the trip the students research 
their destination, including the city’s history and public transit system, the design firms 
they’ll go to and the influences they’ll see. After the trip they apply their newfound 
knowledge to design projects and explore, through essays, how elements they experienced 
on their trip can impact the process of design. They are graded on each of these 
assignments, so simply going on the trip is not enough for students to pass. 
 
Collier chose San Francisco, Chicago, New York City and Boston/Newport, Rhode Island 
because each city has an established design center and provides a different design 
experience. New York has influence of western Europe and modern America in its 
architecture and museums. Boston has old colonial homes while the side trip to Newport 
gives students the chance to see the mansions of the Vanderbilts and the Astors, the most 
glorious expression of America’s gilded age. 
 
Chicago, home of Frank Lloyd Wright, rounds out the series.  
 
“Chicago is probably America’s greatest architectural city,” Collier said. “It’s where the 
American style was born – the skyscraper.” 



 
The interior tour class is open to all interior design students, but it fills up quickly. The 
class has an extra fee – this year it was $1,200 – which pays for the hotel, transportation in 
the city, several meals and entrance into the exhibits they attend as a group. Students are 
responsible for their airfare. 
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Texas Tech a Pioneer in Using Snapchat for Recruiting 
Admitted students could get a selfie with a Double T or Raider Red mustache. 

By Heidi Toth 
 
Hundreds of future Red Raiders got an early taste of how they would look in scarlet and 
black thanks to a new recruiting campaign using Snapchat, and other universities have 
taken notice. 
 
After 2014’s popular campaign, in which Texas Tech University sent mustaches to all of 
its admitted students with an invitation to post a selfie with the hashtag #IAmARedRaider, 
admissions officials again turned to social media. This year, admitted students were invited 
to send a selfie via Snapchat to Texas Tech. Allison Matherly, the coordinator of digital 
engagement in the university’s Office of Communications & Marketing, added some Red 
Raider spirit – a Double T, Raider Red or yes, a mustache – and returned it to the student, 
again via Snapchat. 
 
“Since we wanted to make a connection with admitted students for the fall, it made sense 
to talk to them where they already are,” Matherly said. “Nearly half of the high school 
graduating class of 2015 uses Snapchat daily, making it a perfect fit to reach incoming 
Texas Tech students.” 
 
More than 400 students responded, which was about the expected response rate, she said. 
 
Jamie Hansard, director of recruitment and marketing for Undergraduate Admissions, said 
the department’s goal was to engage admitted students in a fun, interactive way, 
encouraging them to enroll at Texas Tech for the fall. Social media provides a better forum 
for such interaction than emails or letters. 
 
“While we send multiple communications throughout the recruitment cycle, this campaign 
is sent to students at the end of the recruitment year to capture their enthusiasm,” she said. 
“Although social media continues to evolve and we utilize most social media platforms, 
Snapchat is the most popular with this class.” 
 
It also gave admitted students a chance to interact with potential classmates, find 
roommates and learn about students who will be part of the Class of 2019. This makes 
students feel more a part of the university before setting foot on campus. 
 
“We have seen students connect through this campaign and through other social media 
platforms, which has led to meetups, roommate finding, etc.,” Hansard said. “While there 
is not a way to directly link this campaign to enrollment, we believe multiple interactions 
determine success.” 
 

http://www.admissions.ttu.edu/


Snapchat, the fast-growing social medium, allows users to send photos and videos to other 
selected users. The “snaps” expire after a few seconds. It’s a popular medium among 
teenagers and young adults. 
 
“If you look at how these students are using the platform, it’s to share silly selfies with 
their friends or to share a cool experience they are having,” Matherly said. “It was a great 
fit for us to make one-on-one connections with individuals, which is exactly what we 
wanted to accomplish.”  
 
Few universities are using Snapchat in their marketing and recruiting efforts. According to 
a Time article from March 2014, colleges like University of Michigan and small liberal 
arts school Tennessee Wesleyan College use Snapchat to reach out to prospective students. 
Others use it for athletic recruiting, while the University of Houston used Snapchat to 
notify students that classes were canceled. 
 
That likely will be increasing, however. Hansard presented this and other social media 
campaigns at the Texas Association for College Admission Counseling conference, and a 
number of university officials approached her with questions about the campaign. 
 
“They commented that our campaign was fun and interactive and something they hoped to 
include in future recruitment strategies,” she said. 
 
While it’s too early to tell how much an effect this campaign had on fall 2015 enrollment, 
Hansard is pleased with the results. 
 
“Our goals for this campaign have been met in the fact that students are participating,” she 
said. 
 

CONTACT: Jamie Hansard, director of recruitment and marketing, Undergraduate 
Admissions, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3603 or jamie.hansard@ttu.edu.  
 

http://time.com/36307/snapchat-grows-up-how-college-officials-are-using-the-app/
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Texas Tech Alum Brings Hailstorm Chasing to West Texas 
Meteorologist Ian Giammanco studies hail damage for an insurance nonprofit. 

By Heidi Toth 
 
A Texas Tech University alumnus returned to Lubbock this week to hunt hail. 
 
Ian Giammanco was one of eight storm chasers for the Insurance Institute for Business & 
Home Safety’s (IBHS) 2015 Hail Field Study who landed in Lubbock Wednesday. They’ll 
be in West Texas for a few days first trying to get ahead of storms, and then trying to get 
out of their way. 
 
Their goal is to learn more about hail’s various characteristics so insurers, homeowners 
and builders can better guard against hail damage, which is a real concern for West 
Texans. 
 
“We all know that living out here,” said Giammanco, who earned a master’s degree in 
atmospheric science and a doctorate in wind science and engineering from Texas Tech. 
 
It’s a different discipline – there aren’t a lot of hail chasers in the weather business – but 
considering the “forgotten hazard” does more than $1 billion to buildings in the United 
States every year, it’s worth a look. 
 
“We want to understand the certain storms that produce certain types of hail,” Giammanco 
said. 
 
What is the hail field study? 
IBHS is a nonprofit organization whose members are insurance companies. Hail damage is 
a frequent claim on homeowner’s and business insurance policies, and the companies 
holding those policies want to mitigate this damage. 
 
The hail field study, which is in its fourth year, is designed to increase the understanding of 
the different characteristics of hail. Not all hail is created equal – some is slushy, some is 
almost impossible to break, the sizes and density of the stones vary widely. Giammanco 
and his team are hoping to figure out what storms produce what types of hail. 
 
To do that, said IHBS public affairs manager Brent Henzi, the team will track a storm in 
the region and try to get in front of it. Once they are in front of the storm, they’ll leave an 
impact probe, which the IHBS team designed, in the storm’s path. This probe measures 
hail size distributions and the impact of the falling hailstones. 
 
Then the team gets out of the way, the storm comes through and they return to the probe to 
collect the data. In addition, the scientists measure the hail through the swath of one storm 

https://www.disastersafety.org/
https://www.disastersafety.org/


to compare sizes and shapes of stones that have that same source. Hail can get much larger 
in the course of half a mile, Giammanco said. 
 
All of the data collected in the course of several trips to frequently hailstorm-hit areas like 
Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Kansas should help them understand what contributes 
to damaging hail and why hailstones that come from the same storm can be dramatically 
different in size and density. 
 
In previous years, this project provided enough data to allow them to create hailstones that 
matched the characteristics of natural hailstones, and they actually created an indoor 
hailstorm and pelted some roofs and other building materials. 
 
Returning to Texas Tech 
Giammanco studied wind and hurricanes during his seven years at Texas Tech, but 
somehow he got into the hail business. 
 
It turns out the different storms aren’t as different as they appear, at least not to a 
researcher’s eye, he said. Creating and placing sensors, gathering data, understanding how 
storms act and how to predict them all are skills he learned studying tornadoes and 
hurricanes. He just finished school and applied them to hail instead. 
 
“I got a great multidisciplinary education here,” Giammanco said. “You can take what you 
learned here and apply it to different problems.” 
 
The most important lesson he learned about storm research is one he’s now applying. 
 
“You’ve got to go to the storm,” he said. “You can’t wait for it to come to you.” 
 
Follow the IBHS team’s work on Twitter @IBHSHailStudy. 
 
 
 

https://twitter.com/IBHSHailStudy
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Texas Tech Alumnus, Veteran Gives Back to Military Students 
After graduation, Jeremy Sedeño stayed at Texas Tech to assist and encourage veterans and 

their family members to pursue higher education. 
By K'Leigh Sims 

 
It was a little more than a year ago today when U.S. Army veteran Jeremy Sedeño received 
his master’s degree in a special, impromptu graduation ceremony outside the Texas Tech 
University President’s Office after he was unable to walk across the stage due to an 
unknown illness.  
 
While the answers to his illness were unclear, he didn’t let it stop him from achieving his 
goals and helping other veterans.  
 
Sedeño, 39, now works in the Military and Veterans Programs (MVP) office at Texas Tech 
where he recruits and encourages veterans and their family members to seek higher 
education and attend Texas Tech, the first Purple Heart University in Texas.  
 
“I’ve always known Texas Tech is where I wanted to be,” Sedeño said. “I spent my 
undergraduate years here, and it’s been a home to me for the last few years. I think it was 
just by the grace of God I saw the job opening at the MVP office and was able to apply.” 
 
Sedeño, who served as a combat medic in the Army, was deployed in Iraq for a year but 
was medically discharged for an injury that earned him a Bronze Star. He said because he 
is a veteran and understands what they go through, he wants to help them achieve their 
goals just as he has.  
 
“Helping other veterans is where my passion lies,” he said. “Texas Tech has helped me and 
now it’s my turn to give back to veterans and the university itself.” 
 
Working as a unit coordinator and recruiting specialist for MVP, Sedeño said his work 
consists of a lot of paperwork to help military students access their education benefits and 
being the middleman between the government and the students. Sedeño also travels 
throughout the state with the Raider Road Show to inform veterans about Texas Tech and 
what the university has to offer them. 
 
“We do all the work for them, so they don’t have to worry about it,” he said. “We want to 
make their transition from military life to civilian life as seamless as possible.” 
 
Texas Tech’s MVP office serves more than 1,800 military students on campus and 
provides assistance to them as soon as they walk through the university’s door. With more 
than 350 veteran faculty and staff members in different colleges, departments and offices, 

http://www.ttu.edu/administration/president/
http://www.ttu.edu/administration/president/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/mvp/index.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/mvp/awards.php


Texas Tech’s military students have a strong support system encouraging them while 
earning an education. 
 
Military and Veterans Programs director Ryan Van Dusen said Sedeño is a great asset to 
the MVP office because of his experience in the military and his experience at Texas Tech. 
 
“Jeremy bravely served his nation as a combat medic,” Van Dusen said. “He has taken 
what he has learned from the military and become an outstanding professional. The oath he 
swore to protect his fellow soldier has carried through in his position in the Military and 
Veterans Programs. Because he was a student veteran just a short time ago, he can describe 
his experience at Texas Tech. He works diligently to ensure students are successful and 
their needs are met.  
 
“Texas Tech is very fortunate to have veterans like him working here.” 
 
After undergoing an open lung biopsy just four days before graduation, doctors concluded 
Sedeño’s unknown illness was a form of vasculitis, a rare disease in which blood vessels 
are inflamed, causing the nodules to form.  
 
Sedeño underwent two rounds of chemotherapy in hopes the nodules would decrease in 
size. As of today, doctors have seen a small reduction. 
 
“It’s an ongoing process,” Sedeño said. “But I’ve been maintaining and staying in high 
spirits. My faith is very strong, and that’s what keeps me going. I try not to let this illness 
tackle me. I keep my head up, and it’s all by faith.” 
 
Going forward, Sedeño plans to continue his work with veterans at Texas Tech. This fall 
he will teach his first freshman seminar class for the incoming class of 2019. Sedeño one 
day plans to begin working on his doctorate and teach Texas or United States history at the 
collegiate level, hopefully at Texas Tech. 
 
He said Texas Tech is home and plans to stay here as long as he can.  
 
“Texas Tech is a family steeped in tradition,” he said. “It’s a wonderful place to be and can 
make anyone feel at home. Texas Tech is a beautiful campus and is a world inside its own. 
The people here are here to help and everyone helps everyone. This is such a great 
community to be a part of.” 
 
Sedeño said if not for Texas Tech and the Military and Veterans Programs, his life 
wouldn’t be where it is today. 
 
“The doors that have opened for me have been incredible,” he said. “I’m just so grateful 
that I’m a part of Texas Tech now. I hope maybe I can inspire veterans to work as hard and 
be diligent with it, because I was just like them.  
 
“I suffered from PTSD. I had my issues coming back from Iraq, and even though I deal 
with those issues on a daily basis, it’s my faith and finding the things that take me away 
from that, whether it be my studies or devoting all my time to work and helping others.  
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“If I can be an inspiration to any other veteran out there and help them realize it’s possible 
to be something great and help them to feel better about themselves, then that’s what I’m 
here for.”  
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Texas Tech Celebrates Spring Commencement 
By Christiani Saucedo 

   
More than 3,800 students will celebrate commencement this weekend as Texas Tech 
University hosts four ceremonies Friday and Saturday (May 15-16) at United 
Supermarkets Arena. 
 
The School of Law hosts its hooding ceremony Saturday at the United Supermarkets 
Arena.  
 
Arcilia Acosta, founder, CEO and president of CARCON Industries and Construction, will 
speak at the commencement ceremonies. Irma Carrillo Ramirez, a U.S. magistrate judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Dallas division, will speak at the law hooding 
ceremony. 
 
Friday ceremonies: 

• 3 p.m. College of Arts & Sciences 
• 7 p.m. Graduate School 

 
Saturday ceremonies: 

• 9 a.m. College of Architecture, College of Education, Whitacre College of 
Engineering, College of Human Sciences and College of Visual and Performing 
Arts 

• 1:30 p.m. College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources, Rawls College of 
Business, College of Media & Communication, Honors College (Honors Arts & 
Letters and Environment and the Humanities only),  University Programs and Wind 
Energy 

• 6 p.m. School of Law Hooding Ceremony 
 
About Arcilia Acosta 
 
Acosta is a native Texan who graduated from Texas Tech in 1989 with a bachelor’s degree 
in political science and later completed the Harvard University Business School's 
Corporate Governance Program. 
 
She has served for 15 years as the president and CEO of CARCON, which has offices in 
Fort Worth, Houston, Corpus Christi and Midland. After founding CARCON, she created 
Southwestern Testing Laboratories in Dallas, a geotechnical engineering and construction  
materials testing firm.  
 

http://www.law.ttu.edu/


Acosta is an entrepreneur, speaker and philanthropist recognized nationally among women 
and businesses around the United States. In March, she was named as a top corporate 
board director in Hispanic Executive Magazine. 
 
About Irma Carrillo Ramirez  
Ramirez received her bachelor’s degree from West Texas A&M University in 1986 and 
her law degree from Southern Methodist University School of Law in Dallas, where she 
served as a Sarah T. Hughes Diversity fellow in 1991.  
 
Ramirez was sworn as a magistrate judge in 2002. She has handled hundreds of federal 
civil cases, matters and motions in different areas as well as preliminary felony criminal 
proceedings, motions, trials and sentencings in misdemeanor and petty offense cases. She 
has authored more than 1,800 legal opinions. 
 
Honored students 
Outstanding students, selected based on all-around achievement, will carry banners 
representing their respective colleges. 
 
The student banner-bearers are: 
 
College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources: Landon Garrett Bell, landscape 
architecture  
 
College of Architecture: Esteban Robles, architecture 
 
College of Arts & Sciences: Philip Colvin Jarrett III, cell and molecular biology  
 
Rawls College of Business: Nicole Lynn Hragyil, general business  
 
College of Education: Brittany Bohuslav Wiltshire, multidisciplinary studies  
 
Whitacre College of Engineering: Sean Sommers, chemical engineering  
 
Honors College: Ryley Bennett, honors arts and letters; Alexander Norton, biology; Jessica 
Baas, multidisciplinary studies  
 
College of Human Sciences: Erin Elizabeth Garner, restaurant, hotel and institutional 
management  
 
College of Media & Communication: Thea Elizabeth McDonald, public relations   
 
University Programs: Laura Ann Atkins, university studies   
 
Graduate School: Matthew Daniel Sellers, animal science 
 
College of Visual & Performing Arts: Ryan James Miller, art 
 
The highest-ranking spring graduates for each college include: 
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College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources: Landon Bell, landscape 
architecture; Sadie Dierschke, food science; Sarah Gorney, landscape architecture; Tayler 
Green, agricultural and applied economics; Reina Lewis, agricultural communications; 
Kelli Neuman, agricultural communications  
 
College of Architecture: Esteban Robles, architecture  
 
College of Arts & Sciences: Clinton Andrew Gabel, spanish and biology; Jessica Rachel 
Glockner, economics/political science; Nicole Lynn Hragyil, exercise and sport sciences; 
Philip Colvin Jarrett III, cell and molecular biology; Alexander Philip Jarvis, philosophy; 
Nathan Robert Landers, psychology, Kaela Elizabeth Lipo, exercise and sport sciences; 
Rebecca Elyse Markee, english; Noah Christopher McCullough, economics/political 
science; Danna Naser, mathematics; Brianna Nicole Leigh Neighbors, exercise and sport 
sciences; Alexander Reese Norton, biology; Kelcy Kay Pierce, sociology; Luis James 
Ruiz, spanish and biology; Alana Nicole Scoggin, social work; Ashleigh Dawn Smith, 
chemistry; Montene LaVonne Speight, political science; Kendra Montayne Walker, cell 
and molecular biology; Samantha Dawn Ward, psychology and exercise and sport sciences 
 
Rawls College of Business: Adeet A. Amin, general business; Jordan Nicole Ballback, 
management/marketing; Maryam Barzi, management; Corbin Richard Best, finance; 
Rebecca Mollie Hamm, accounting (MSA); Nicole Lynn Hragyil, general business; Heath 
Ragan Holt, international business; Kristin W. Lafferty, management/marketing; Christina 
Elizabeth Rael, management/accounting; Jamie Dean Ricketts, accounting (MSA); 
Gregory Louis Sandberg, energy commerce; Keli Renee Smith; accounting (MSA)  
 
College of Education: Robin Jordan Boyle, multidisciplinary studies; Anna Maria Cortez, 
multidisciplinary studies; Donna Mize Fogelberg, multidisciplinary studies; Kaylee 
Elizabeth Grandage, multidisciplinary studies; Amanda Nicole Haverfield, 
multidisciplinary studies; Michael Chris Langford, multidisciplinary studies; Kelcie Rai 
Mann, multidisciplinary studies; Sherrie Lee Perkins, multidisciplinary studies; Tabatha 
Dawn Smith, multidisciplinary studies;  Paige Lianne Taylor, multidisciplinary studies;  
Lauren Nichole Weir, multidisciplinary studies; Brittany Bohuslav Wiltshire, 
multidisciplinary studies 
 
Whitacre College of Engineering: Alexander Dabreu, computer engineering; Youssef M. 
Elwaziry, petroleum engineering; Andrew J. Fillingim, mechanical engineering; Michael 
R. Hatley, electrical engineering; John P. Solis, electrical engineering; Sean K. Sommers, 
chemical engineering   
 
College of Honors: Ryley Bennett, honors arts and letters 
 
College of Human Sciences: Laura Elizabeth King, human development and family studies   
 
College of Media & Communication: Daria Alexsandrovna Ivanova, public relations; Thea 
Elizabeth McDonald, public relations   
 



University Programs: Laura Ann Atkins, university studies 
 
College of Visual & Performing Arts: Kristin Lynn Ivey, art; Chandler Rae McPherson, 
art; Lucas Ryan Meade, music; Marenda Renée Natera, music; Allison Nicole Priddy, art; 
Adrianne Jo Robertson, art; Kaitlyn Nicole Shelton, art; Kylie Rebecca Valigura, art; 
Samantha Nicole Wilde, music 
 
Wind Energy: Caitlin Marie Jones, wind energy 
 
Reception Information 
 
Receptions will immediately follow commencement unless otherwise noted. Reception 
locations are as follows: 
 
College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources: Animal and Food Sciences 
Building, Room 101 
 
College of Architecture: College of Architecture Gallery 
 
College of Arts & Sciences: Holden Hall, foyer area, Room 104 
 
Rawls College of Business: Rawls College of Business Building, McCoy Atrium 
 
College of Education: Education Building, second floor lobby 
 
Whitacre College of Engineering: Livermore Center  
 
College of Honors: Hemmle Recital Hall, Student Union Building  
 
College of Human Sciences: El Centro, Human Sciences Building 
 
College of Media & Communication: Matador Room, Student Union Building 
 
College of Visual & Performing Arts: Holden Hall Rotunda 
 
University Programs: Red Raider Lounge, first floor, Student Union Building 
 
Wind Energy: National Wind Institute, Room 107  
 
School of Law: School of Law Forum (at 3:30 p.m.)  
 
Graduate School: City Bank Auditorium  
 
Additional Information 
 
The Graduate School will distribute diplomas in the City Bank Room of United 
Supermarkets Arena immediately following the ceremony.  
 
Ceremonies can be viewed live online at http://www.ttu.edu/livestream/.  

http://www.ttu.edu/livestream/
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For more information on commencement, including maps, guest seating, college 
receptions, parking and hotels, visit 
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/commencement/index.php.  

 
For more information about the hooding ceremony, including, parking, maps and reception 
information, visit http://www.law.ttu.edu/graduation/spring_2015/.  
 

 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/commencement/index.php
http://www.law.ttu.edu/graduation/spring_2015/
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Texas Tech Faculty Tell What Really Gets a Grant Proposal Funded 
National Science Foundation Day puts focus on the nitty gritty of grant writing.  

By Glenys Young 
 
Representatives from the National Science Foundation (NSF) made a big impact during 
NSF Day on Wednesday (May 20) at the Rawls College of Business, but some of Texas 
Tech’s own had their say as well. 
 
Hosted by Texas Tech University’s Office of the President and the Office of the Vice 
President for Research, the event drew more than 200 participants from campus, the region 
and as far away as Michigan to learn how to write grants that are more likely to be funded. 
 
In her opening speech, Susan Mason, leader of the NSF external affairs group, said the 
National Science Foundation funds about 11,000 proposals each year out of the 50,000 it 
receives. The NSF’s overall funding has decreased while the amount of research has 
increased, meaning there is more competition for fewer dollars. 
 
That enhances the importance of writing the best grant to earn that funding. 
 
After a morning of sessions that included application essentials, what to consider before 
applying, the sections of a proposal and a breakdown of NSF programs, a lunchtime panel 
discussion focused on three of Texas Tech’s successful grant writers. 
 
Led by moderator Chris Clifton, a program director in the NSF’s Computer and 
Information Science and Engineering program, Texas Tech faculty members Keith Jones, 
an associate professor in experimental psychology; Jaclyn Cañas-Carrell, an associate 
professor of environmental toxicology; and Dominick Casadonte, Minnie Stevens Piper 
professor in the Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry, spoke of their experiences both 
receiving and being turned down for NSF grants. 
 
Here are their recommendations for research and writing a grant that is more likely to be 
funded: 
 
• Consider cross-disciplinary research. When working with someone in different fields, 

each researcher will bring different strengths to the project. This often receives positive 
reviews from grant panels. 

• Make the process interactive. More collaboration, particularly with people in different 
fields, increases the likelihood of the research being deemed worthy to fund. Science 
grants usually are in large amounts, while technology, engineering and mathematics 
grants can be in large amounts, and for those the NSF expects a large return. In order to 
do that, project should include need more than one researcher. 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/
http://www.ttu.edu/administration/president/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/psy/people/kjones.php
http://www.tiehh.ttu.edu/dr.-jaclyn-canas-carrell.html
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/chemistry/Faculty/casadonte/
https://www.depts.ttu.edu/chemistry/


• That said, many interdisciplinary proposals are turned down because there’s no history 
of the individuals working together and no sense of what each can bring to the project. 
An ad hoc team with no synergy and no teamwork doesn’t work.  

• Building the right team is difficult. It’s a critical but unexpectedly complicated part of 
the process. 

• Be persistent. If a grant application is turned down, take a few days to recover and 
regroup, then call the program manager to learn ways to improve it, but don’t whine. 

• Join panels or visit the National Science Foundation to gain a better understanding of 
the process as a whole. 

• Texas Tech’s STEM Center for Outreach, Research & Education (STEM-CORE) is 
one resource to help faculty members get grants and address the broader impact 
criteria. 

• NSF program managers can be a useful resource, especially if contacted at the right 
time. Researchers unsure whether their proposal fits within NSF guidelines can contact 
a program manager before submitting to avoid wasting time. While a proposal is under 
review, it is assigned to a program manager. If it appears a proposal has been assigned 
to a program manager in a different field of study, it may make sense to contact them to 
check, but otherwise a proposal is expected to speak for itself in the review process.  

• Cross-cutting NSF programs typically involve multiple directorates. If your 
interdisciplinary proposal involves research in those directorates, it is an indication it is 
a good fit. 

• However, don’t stretch the interpretation of the program description to fit the research. 
Make sure submissions are what is being sought.  

• After a proposal is rejected, rewriting can be a lengthy process. Casadonte said he 
needed three months to rewrite one of his proposals because he had to return to 
fundamentals. It was a full year after the initial rejection that his grant was funded. 

• The panel that rejects a first application is not necessarily the same panel that will 
consider a rewrite or future applications, and the panel will not know the history of any 
applications they receive. 

• Feedback in NSF reviews is generally clear in the rationale behind a decision. Do not 
expect this from all grant sources. 

• Proposals should convey a clear sense of what the project will contribute. If it is 
written only in response to a request for proposals, this will be easy for the panel to see 
and reject. 

• It can take a long time to find the right funding mechanism that fits a research project. 
Be patient and keep trying. 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/stem/
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Texas Tech Honors College Announces 32 Terry Scholars 
The university remains one of the fastest-growing Terry Scholar universities in the state. 

By Heidi Toth 
 
Texas Tech University remained one of the fastest growing schools in the Terry Scholars 
history, welcoming 32 recipients from throughout Texas.  
 
The 2015 Terry Scholars class was selected from an application pool of more than 1,000 
high school seniors. Honors College assistant director Heather Medley said 64 of those 
students were submitted as nominees to the Terry Foundation, and the foundation then 
selected students who received the award. 
 
“While we’re pleased the number of Terry Scholars at Texas Tech continues to grow each 
year, we are also pleased that we are still able to select our scholars in the same way we 
always have, taking into consideration their leadership abilities and their academic 
promise, and that we’re still able to educate them one scholar at a time,” said Jodie 
Koszegi, scholarship program director.  
 
The Terry Foundation was established in 1986 by Houstonians Howard and Nancy Terry 
out of a desire to help young people help themselves. The foundation’s goal is to 
strengthen the state of Texas by identifying, developing and supporting Texas high school 
graduates with high leadership potential. 
 
The foundation provides four-year scholarships for Texas residents attending certain 
universities in the state, including Texas Tech is one. The scholarship recipients are 
selected from a competitive pool of applicants who demonstrate leadership, character, 
scholastic ability and financial need.  
 
The award amount varies for each scholar depending on other scholarships awarded. 
  
Texas Tech’s 2015 Terry Scholars class includes six valedictorians; the students have an 
average SAT score of 1285 and an average ACT score of 28. 
 
“We anticipate this fall’s entering class of Texas Tech Terry Scholars will continue to 
achieve and excel under Heather Medley’s mentorship, and quickly become contributing 
members of the outstanding Terry community that Heather has been instrumental in 
building at Texas Tech,” Koszegi said. 
 
The 2015 Terry Scholars class:  
Elizabeth Andersen of Lubbock; Anna Claire Beasley of Castroville; Hunter Cisco of Fort 
Worth; Gaven Cox of Maud; Kylee Dacy of Wall; Karishma Desai of Humble; Jameson 
Dowell of Henrietta; Krystal Garcia of Dallas; Belisha Gibson of Dallas; Kerry Gonyeau 



of Winnsboro; Marcus Gonzalez of Little Elm; Zachary Goodwin of Ira; Haley Hargroder 
of Fair Oaks Ranch; Jacob Howle of Idalou; Brooke Johnson of Fairfield; Thomas Kay of 
Hutto; Logan Murdy of Amarillo; Brittney O’Neal of Sherman; Dillin Parsons of Abilene; 
Zachary Patton of Garland; Katie Ramirez of Cypress; Sandra Schwartz of Comanche; 
Garrett Scitern of Anson; Tyler Seale of Navasota; Kelsee Smith of Shallowater; Sara 
Sorge of Wichita Falls; Janice Thomas of Garland; Lino Virgen Gracia of Hidalgo; Ciera 
Ware of Ralls; Paige Williams of Shallowater; Montana Williams of Grand Prairie; and 
Theodora “Theo” Winter of Garland. 
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Texas Tech Professor Shows Cooperative Video Game Play  
Elicits Pro-Social Behavior 

The study examined aggressive behavior between subjects playing games cooperatively, 
competitively and by themselves. 

By George Watson 
   
The word cooperation is self-explanatory – two or more people working together toward a 
common goal or benefit. 
 
One Texas Tech University researcher wondered about the implications of teaming up with 
others in video games and how this differs from playing alone, competitively, or not at all. 
It seems playing video games cooperatively with others can lead to widespread benefits by 
making players think helpful behaviors are valuable and commonplace. 
 
John Velez, an assistant professor of journalism and electronic media in the College of 
Media & Communication, studied how cooperating with other players in both violent and 
non-violent video games extended to social situations after the controllers are put down. 
The results of one article suggest playing cooperatively with others can eliminate the 
negative effects of violent video games on players’ aggressive behaviors in the real world. 
Another related study demonstrated playing cooperatively with a helpful teammate in a 
non-violent video game not only increases pro-social or helping behaviors toward 
teammates but opposing team members as well. 
 
“What we found was cooperative play seems to have the biggest effect in terms of 
decreasing aggression toward other people,” Velez said. “We found that playing with a 
helpful partner increases the expectation of others to reciprocate that pro-social behavior 
and generally be helpful. That applies to not only the teammate, but to others as well. The 
other interesting thing we found was when playing with a helpful teammate, you’re nicer 
to the other team you just competed against that tried to beat you, even though you don’t 
expect them to give it back to you.” 
 
Velez and his colleagues recently published two studies in the journal Communication 
Research that examined playing violent video games in different social contexts. In both 
studies, participants were given a chance after playing the game to behave aggressively 
toward their partner or foe by blasting them with a loud, undesirable noise. 
 
In both cases, they found those who played cooperatively with a partner were less 
aggressive. In the first study, in which participants played the violent first-person shooter 
game “Halo: Reach,” participants who played cooperatively showed little aggressive 
behavior. In the second game, the violent game “Time Splitters,” they found those who 
played cooperatively were significantly less aggressive than those who played alone. 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/


 
“Generally, people playing cooperatively seemed to really focus on and value those 
relationships that are going on when they are playing,” Velez said. “They focus more on 
the social aspects and focus less on the violence and aggression. It’s more important to 
them to think about how they’re interacting with other people. Since most video games are 
played this way nowadays, it’s an important factor to think about when talking about 
violent video games and their negative effects.” 
 
Velez also wanted to research how specific behaviors of teammates in a non-violent video 
game affected later pro-social behaviors. In a study recently published online in Computers 
in Human Behavior, he had individuals play the sports video game “NBA Street 
Homecourt” with either a helpful teammate or unhelpful teammate who students thought 
was another student but was in fact an experimenter specifically instructed to play the 
game a certain way. 
 
After playing the game, the teammates then played a game called Prisoner’s Dilemma 
where each player is given money, and they can donate money to their playing partner and 
an opponent with the rule that any donated money doubles in value, but any money a 
player keeps stays the same amount.  
 
Velez found particularly helpful teammates were significantly more likely to help each 
other in a social situation afterward than unhelpful teammates. But this third study showed 
those who played cooperatively also were likely to donate more money to opposing team 
members without any expectation the favor would be returned. 
 
Velez said the results show the importance of understanding how players interact when 
playing video games, and that the effects of video games are becoming increasingly 
complex. 
 
“I did this study to figure out in general why cooperative play was so powerful in creating 
that positive effect,” Velez said. “That expectation (of reciprocation) is very powerful in 
determining pro-social behavior but it also seems that playing with a helpful teammate can 
inspire players to behave pro-socially without the expectation of receiving anything in 
return.” 
 
One interesting aspect of the third study compared to the other two was that players sat 
together the same room playing cooperatively. In other studies, the teammates were 
connected online only through the game. Velez said the results of the study are generally 
the same whether the teammates are playing online or side-by-side. 
 
The next step, Velez said, is to study cooperative play when there are more than two 
players, as many games today allow for multiple players, and how having more than just 
one teammate affects pro-social behavior. He also wants to explore the effects of 
competitive play in more depth. 
 
“In every game there is a different type of cooperation you can do that provides different 
avenues to cooperate with each other,” Velez said. “I want to explore when does this pro-
social effect happen the most and when you can start to predict what type of game in the 
future creates the most pro-social effect. 
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“Competitive play is more ambiguous. It’s not a strong effect because sometimes it shows 
up and sometimes it doesn’t. In general, sports are competitive and playing gets you riled 
up and aggressive. But when it happens, what are the lasting effects, and then contrast that 
to the cooperative effects.” 
 
Other authors of the Communication Research article were Tobias Greitemeyer of 
University of Innsbruck, Jodi Whitaker of University of Arizona, David Ewoldsen and 
Brad Bushman both of Ohio State University.  
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Texas Tech Researchers Develop Models For Targeted Cancer Therapy 
The results of a recent study on targeted therapy of a specific type of brain cancer were 

published by Nature Medicine showing specific progress in cancer treatment. 
By George Watson 

   
Diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma (DIPG) may be one of the lesser-known forms of cancer, 
yet may be one of the most diabolical. 
 
DIPG is a cancer of the brain stem that affects mostly children, 200-400 per year in the 
United States, and has less than a 1 percent survival rate five years after diagnosis. 
Radiation treatment provides only temporary relief. 
 
Thanks to a team of scientists, including Texas Tech University associate professor 
Ranadip Pal in the Department of Electrical & Computer Engineering and electrical 
engineering doctoral student Noah Berlow, the tide may be turning. 
 
Pal was one of four senior authors and Berlow was a contributing author on the study, 
funded partly by the National Science Foundation, investigating the effectiveness of 
targeted drug therapy on DIPG cancer cells. The results of the study were recently 
published by Nature Medicine in an article entitled “Functionally Defined Therapeutic 
Targets in Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma.” 
 
“We treated the tumor like an engineering system, like a computer,” Pal said. “You can 
push different components inside a system and block different paths and see how a 
computer reacts. This study is similar to that where we can try different drugs to look at the 
output and how much sensitivity there is to that drug and generate a model for the tumor.”   
 
One study revealed the FDA-approved drug Panobinostat showed prolonged survival in 
mice with DIPG. However, some DIPG samples showed resistance to the drug, meaning 
Panobinostat combinations or new drug combinations will need to be identified for some 
patients. 
 
Using a method invented in Pal’s laboratory in the last three years called Probabilistic 
Target Inhibition Maps (PTIM), Pal and Berlow generated mathematical models for anti-
cancer drug sensitivity prediction from drug screen and gene expression data. This allowed 
researchers to determine which drugs were most effective, either by themselves or in 
combination, in killing or limiting the growth of cancer cells. 
 
“This article reports the result of an international collaborative initiative of medical and 
computational modeling research laboratories working with families and foundations to 
study DIPG and suggest potential new treatments using targeted drugs,” Pal said. 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ece/


 
Long time coming 
Pal, along with Dr. Charles Keller at the Children’s Cancer Therapy Development Institute 
in Fort Collins, Colorado, Dr. Michelle Monje at Stanford Medical School and Dr. Jacques 
Grill at Universite Paris-Sud, directed the study. Pal said he first met Keller in the mid-
2000s when Keller was at the University of Texas Health Sciences Center in San Antonio 
and Pal was working on his doctoral degree at Texas A&M. 
 
Pal came to Texas Tech in 2007, and a few years later the two began discussing the work 
Keller’s lab at the Oregon Health & Science Center was doing on targeted drug therapy. 
That’s where the idea of the PTIM was developed. 
 
“If we know the targets of the drugs and we know their sensitivity, from that we can come 
up with a model,” Pal said. “We apply individual drugs to the tumor and look at the output, 
then come up with a mathematical model that is predictive of combining two drugs and 
seeing whether they work.” 
 
Pal was involved in the design and interpretation of the experiments and the results related 
to the computational modeling aspects of the project. Berlow, who will earn his doctorate 
in June, analyzed the data and implementation of the PITM model for the data set to 
generate the predictions. 
 
“Chemotherapy is the nuclear option because it hits everything. But that doesn’t mean it 
kills all the cancer cells,” Berlow said. “If chemo doesn’t work then you have stronger 
chemo-resistant cancer cells ready to grow again. And using chemo is extremely damaging 
to the human body. The idea with targeted therapy is to do significantly less damage. The 
ability to precisely target cancer cells with the right kind of drugs is the next step, and 
you’d have a hard time finding anyone who wouldn’t want that.”  
 
The current study is an unprecedented collaborative effort of scientists from 13 institutions 
working toward a common goal of identifying promising therapies for DIPG, a fatal brain 
tumor with limited therapeutic progress.  
 
“The result is highly significant as there are limited therapeutic options for children with 
DIPG,” Pal said, “and the current research shows that Panobinostat alone or in 
combination with other drugs could have substantial therapeutic activity.” 
 
The research results paved the way for a clinical trial currently being designed for single-
drug therapy with Panobinostat, which will likely begin enrolling patients later this year. 
However, the observed resistance to Panobinostat in some DIPG cell lines suggests a 
combination of two or more drugs might be required to effectively tackle DIPG.  
 
Groundbreaking opportunity 
Electrical engineering and cancer research might not seem like they go together, but 
Berlow said there is a great need for technology to gather and analyze data as well as 
developing methods for doing so. 
 
That’s where software, algorithms and statistical analysis come into play, and why the Pal 
lab was able to play a key role in the DIPG drug therapy research. The ability to generate 
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models from the large amount of data collected compliments the biological work done in 
terms of experiments based on the data generated. 
 
Berlow said their focus wasn’t specifically on designing drugs or drug combinations, but 
rather discovering the underlying functional biological drivers of cancer cells. This leads to 
the discovery of specific pathways with common targets, and specific drugs can be used or 
developed that attack those pathways, therefore killing the cancer cells and inhibiting their 
ability to develop resistance to drugs. 
 
This information can be used to develop personalized drug combinations to treat patients 
on a case-by-case basis. 
 
“In the end, that’s what we can target, and that’s what we can treat,” Berlow said. “If you 
can offer lower toxicity, better outcomes, happier patients and longer lives, there’s nothing 
bad about that at all. Most of the clinicians and oncologists I meet got into this because 
they want to help people. Having to watch patients dying and not being able to do anything 
about it is painful. Having something like our approach to aid in personalized targeted 
therapy for a patient is really important.” 
 
Pal likened the collaboration between engineering and medicine to the development of a 
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) machine, which has become a common, necessary 
diagnostic tool for doctors. Pal sees the generation of computer models in targeted drug 
therapy eventually becoming just as big a part of everyday medicine. 
 
“There are so many similarities between medicine and engineering,” Pal said. “This may 
not be a cure, but it is the first step in defeating this deadly disease and we can go from 
there. This is a very good start, a very promising start that might excite people to look 
more into this area. From our perspective, this case is a validation of our overall 
framework, and we’d definitely like to apply it to other forms of cancer.” 
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Texas Tech Researchers Use Prehistoric Amber to Test Glass Theory 
Along the way, the investigation sheds light on the 

long-held urban myth of the fluidity of stained glass. 
By George Watson 

   
In some circles, no matter how much experimentation and research is done that gives a 
definitive answer to the contrary, some urban myths continue to live. 
 
Even in the scientific community some urban legends never seem to go away. One of those 
involves whether glass flows over time, using the example of stained-glass windows in 
medieval cathedrals as an example where the glass pieces appear thicker at the bottom. The 
thinking is the glass flowed downward over centuries. 
 
A pair of Texas Tech University professors and a doctoral student, however, recently used 
prehistoric amber to test theories of glasses and concurrently provided new information to 
dispel that myth. Their findings were highlighted by the National Science Foundation 
(NSF), which funded the research.  
 
The study by Greg McKenna, Horn Professor and the John R. Bradford Chair in the 
Department of Chemical Engineering, Sindee Simon, Horn Professor and chemical 
engineering department chair; and Jing Zhao, a chemical engineering doctoral student, 
tested the thermal, mechanical and flow properties of 20 million-year-old Dominican 
amber glass.  
 
What they found was the density of the amber after 20 million years of aging is just 
roughly 2 percent more than the same amber that had been heated past its glass transition 
temperature and then rapidly cooled, a process referred to as thermal rejuvenation. In the 
first heating, they determined the fictive temperature of the amber to be about 44 degrees 
Celsius lower than the glass transition temperature, an important piece of their study. 
 
McKenna and his colleagues showed the molecular mobility of the amber in the 
temperature window between the fictive temperature and the glass transition temperature 
does not diverge as suggested by classical glass theory. In addition, McKenna commented 
the extremely long time to get a 2 percent density change in the amber at a temperature 
only 110 degrees Celsius below the glass transition temperature shows that the glass in 
windows that are 900-1,200 years old and multiple hundreds of degrees Celsius below the 
glass transition would certainly not have noticeably changed in that time frame, thus 
dispelling the myth of glass flowing far below its glass transition temperature. 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/che/


“It’s a cute story,” McKenna said. “If you do the calculations you can show that it’s really 
not true. But it makes it exciting to show that the time scale involved in this process is way 
too long for cathedral glass to be flowing.” 
 
Necessary time 
The impetus for the experiment began, McKenna said, after Zhao carried out experiments 
for her doctorate qualifying exam where a polyvinyl acetate polymer was aged 22 days at 
about 14 degrees Celsius below the glass temperature. That’s a long time in the life of a 
graduate or doctoral student but not long enough to answer fundamental questions 
regarding glass transition temperature. 
 
McKenna said for common window glass, the glass transition temperature is more than 
1,000 degrees Celsius, while for many polymer glasses it is about 100 degrees Celsius. 
Even in high-performance polymers it may be below 250 degrees Celsius. McKenna said it 
is important to understand that range of temperatures and the glass theories that he and his 
colleagues were testing form the current basis for making long-term predictions about 
materials such as polymeric adhesives or polymer resin-based composites that are used in 
products such as passenger jet airplanes. 
 
McKenna, Simon and Zhao, however, wanted to take the experiment beyond the 220 days, 
so McKenna was able to find a reliable source for Dominican amber through the Dead Bug 
in Amber Club, and Zhao “took the amber and ran with it,” McKenna said. 
 
Through heating the material and cooling it either rapidly or gradually, the researchers 
discovered that, in the course of 20 million years, the reduction in glass transition 
temperature to fictive temperature was only about 45 degrees, a relatively slow change 
considering the age of the material. 
 
“For us, that window is important because previously, it was only about 15 degrees in 22 
days,” McKenna said. “To go from 22 days to 20 million years and only get an extra 30 
degrees, it shows how slow things move in glass forming materials once they are below the 
glass transition temperature. Then we were able to establish with the amber in that window 
that the paradigm of diverging time scales above absolute zero didn’t seem to be true, and 
that’s what we were looking to test.  
 
“By working between fictive temperature and the glass transition temperature we’re able to 
say the upper-bound behavior is not close to the extrapolated models.” 
 
The myth lives 
McKenna points to a 1995 comment in the journal Science on the nature of glass by Phillip 
Anderson, who won the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1977, as a reason why research 
continues in this area. Anderson said, “The deepest and most interesting unsolved problem 
in solid state theory is probably the theory of the nature of glass and the glass transition.” 
 
McKenna said many theories arising from the research tend to be those of the behavior of 
glass above the glass transition temperature when the material is in equilibrium. The 
problem, he said, is that below glass transition temperature, the material falls out of 
equilibrium. 
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“It is these really long time scales that are needed to get it back into equilibrium,” 
McKenna said. “Scientists want to know if, below the glass transition, is the behavior as 
predicted by theory? And we’ve found there is a whole class of theory that does not agree 
with what has been found. And, in my opinion, that class of theory should be abandoned 
because it is incorrect and you will never be able to correctly predict below glass transition 
behavior using such theories. New theories are being developed in laboratories, and the 
amber data are good enough that we can actually discriminate among these theories.” 
 
McKenna said a group of scientists at the University of Wisconsin has developed a way to 
create 10 million-year-old glass in 10 minutes through a method called physical vapor 
deposition, and this may provide researchers a way to conduct more thorough 
examinations of glass dynamics. McKenna also is planning to test theories using metallic 
glass. 
 
The ultimate goal is to make long-term predictions on the behavior of materials in the 
glassy state and how those materials can be used. Examples range from the new Airbus A-
380 or the Boeing 787 Dreamliner place that make broad use of composite materials that 
are made with glassy organic resins and polymers that will age over the lifespan of the 
aircraft. 
 
“Understanding that aging will also affect our understanding and ability to predict when 
they will break,” McKenna said. “We think it’s important. For example, I was just at a 
workshop last year at the NSF where scientists from universities and industry got together 
to look at lifetime issues. The reality is there’s a whole group of people who say the same 
thing, that we don’t know enough about the behavior of these materials in the glassy state 
to make reliable long-term predictions.” 
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University Innovation Fellows Recognized During NSF Day 
Five students are working to improve entrepreneurial opportunities at Texas Tech. 

By Gleny Young 
 
Five of Texas Tech University’s most enterprising students will be recognized next week in 
front of some very important guests. 
 
Francis Atore, a senior mechanical engineering major from Nairobi, Kenya; Taylor Person, 
a senior environmental plant and soil science major from Agaña, Guam; Valente Rodriguez, 
a junior mechanical engineering major from Presidio; Benjamin Simmons, a junior 
mechanical engineering major from Aledo; and Victoria Young, a senior cellular and 
molecular biology major from Shallowater, will be honored during a pinning ceremony at 
8:30 a.m. Wednesday (May 20) in the Rawls College of Business to kick off Texas Tech 
University’s National Science Foundation (NSF) Day. 
 
The students represent Texas Tech’s inaugural class of University Innovation Fellows, a 
nonprofit program designed to increase innovation in higher education. Its administrator, 
the National Center for Engineering Pathways to Innovation (Epicenter), is funded by the 
National Science Foundation and directed by Stanford University and the nonprofit 
VentureWell. 
 
About the program 
After being nominated by faculty members or college deans, each student must apply in a 
video posted to YouTube. Science, technology, engineering or math (STEM) students are 
preferred, but students with real leadership capacity and creativity from other disciplines 
could be accepted as well.  
 
“In today’s economy, it is imperative for all students to acquire an entrepreneurial mindset,” 
said Humera Fasihuddin, co-leader of the University Innovation Fellows program. “College 
graduates need to enter the workforce skilled in assessing complex problems, conceiving 
innovative solutions and developing scalable solutions, whether they join a company, a non-
profit organization or start a new venture.” 
 
After being accepted, students complete an entrepreneurial landscape canvass of the 
campus, in which they survey students and faculty to learn about current entrepreneurial 
programs, courses and clubs in an effort to see what is needed on the campus. All 
subsequent groups will continue to update the canvass. In addition to showing where 
entrepreneurial gaps exist on campus, the information included could help professors who 
are applying for grants to develop entrepreneurship courses. 
 
“Our program provides a platform for Fellows to learn to be strategic thinkers, examine the 
landscape of learning opportunities at their schools and formulate action plans to implement 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/
http://epicenter.stanford.edu/page/university-innovation-fellows


their ideas,” said Leticia Britos-Cavagnaro, co-leader of the Fellows program and deputy 
director of Epicenter. “Fellows develop a community and share strategies about what’s 
working at their schools. Ultimately, these students, with their drive and motivation, are 
leading accelerated change in higher education.” 
 
After completing the canvass, the group, known as a “cohort,” then travels to Stanford for 
three days of training, including a trip to Google Garage. The students return and solicit 
peers to get involved and plan projects to increase what they call “design thinking”: looking 
at situations creatively and differently and finding solutions.  
 

“UIF has been a life-changing experience,” Young said. “I have learned innovation and 
entrepreneurship touch everyone’s life in some form or fashion. The UIF program taught 
me the successful methods of the lean start-up movement to apply in my approach of 
transforming my campus. With these skills I have helped other students find their creative 
potential. After hosting a design-thinking workshop, the Fellows and I enlightened other 
students that innovation and entrepreneurship are not far lofty goals, but rather things that 
are intertwined in everyday life.” 
 
The current cohort is in the planning stages of a regional assembly for all the University 
Innovation Fellows in Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana and Kansas. 
 
“They want to have this meeting and focus on issues that matter to this region of the United 
States – economic development things like water, drought, wind energy, solar energy – and 
get all these students together to look at these kinds of problems and see if they can come up 
with creative ideas and solutions,” said Jennifer Horn, director of translational research and 
entrepreneurialism in the Office of the Vice President for Research. “That’s just in the 
planning stages, but I think it’s probably going to happen. The people from Stanford are 
looking at hosting it on the Texas Tech campus, which is going to be great.” 
 
Stanford limits each university’s cohort to five students at a time, and a new class of five 
students may be named every six months.   
 
“I’ve been on bigger teams, but now I see why they limit it to five,” Atore said. “We’re 
more productive, we’re closer and we learn a lot from each other. I hope the culture is really 
taken up, because it’s beneficial to have more cross-pollination across different 
departments.” 
 
Atore, who recently graduated, is already scheduled to do interviews over the summer with 
the next cohort. 
 
“Once you’re an innovation fellow, you’re an innovation fellow for life,” Horn said. “We 
have some graduating, but they still plan to stay involved with things that are going on and 
come back for things on campus.”  
 
In addition to the five Texas Tech students in the cohort, a sixth member is not yet a Red 
Raider. Marshal Head, a South Plains College pre-engineering student from Muleshoe, will 
transfer to Texas Tech in the fall. He was added after Stanford offered to include students 
from universities’ community college partners at no extra cost. 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/
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“It’s a great selling point, being included in such a program,” said Ramesh Krishnan, the 
program sponsor at South Plains College. “This is exactly what we need, not just teaching 
out of books all the time, because there’s plenty of that. But if we can teach a culture of 
innovation and change, not just taking things as they are but seeing what they want it to be, 
students can take those ideas into the workplace, too. That’s what employers are looking 
for, fresh energy and ideas.”  
 
Although some of the initial cohort graduated earlier in May, the second group has just been 
nominated: Jianna Davenport, a mathematics major; Jennifer Romero, majoring in natural 
resources management; and Mathieu Conklin and Genna Jackson, both pre-engineering 
students from South Plains College who plan to transfer to Texas Tech in the fall of 2016. 
 
So with a growing number of outside-the-box thinkers soon to be on campus, will any 
changes soon follow? 
 
“I don’t know yet,” Horn said. “They hosted an event looking at wind turbine design. They 
were actually trying to come up with some designs that they could pass off to someone who 
could work on it and develop it. It’s not imaginary stuff; it’s very much real problems. Since 
it’s funded by the National Science Foundation, they’re wanting something practical to 
come out of all this. Once they start thinking out of the box, they come up with things that 
can really surprise you.” 
 
The students have benefitted from the support of the Texas Tech administration. 
 
“One of the largest opportunities for Texas Tech to grow and reach out into the community 
is through innovation and entrepreneurship,” said Texas Tech President M. Duane Nellis. 
“When I saw the University Innovation Fellows program in operation on other college 
campuses, I believed it would fit the culture we want to have here, while benefitting the 
students, the university and quite possibly the world.” 
 
According to the University Innovation Fellows website, Texas Tech had the distinction of 
being the only campus in Texas to nominate an entire cohort of five students and a 
community college partner. By comparison, Prairie View A&M, University of Texas, SMU 
and UT-Southwestern each have one Fellow, and Texas A&M has three. 
 
“Our goal is to provide an excellent practical research and entrepreneurial opportunity for 
our student Fellows,” said Robert V. Duncan, senior vice president for research. “When 
students experience the joys of discovery and entrepreneurial success, they will pursue such 
exhilaration for the rest of their professional careers.”  
 
The program is designed to prepare students to be more innovative, develop new inventions 
and benefit their region economically.  
 
“They come back ready to change the world,” Horn said. 

http://epicenter.stanford.edu/page/university-innovation-fellows
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