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Daniel Sanchez (DS): 

My name is Daniel Sanchez. Today’s date is February 18, 2015. I am at the Southwest 

Collection on the campus of Texas Tech University, and today we’re going to be conducting 

interview number two with Chris Snead. Chris thanks for coming back.  

 

Chris Snead (CS): 

Thank you, thank you. I’m glad to be back.  

 

DS: 

You know, last time we left off and you had talked about your family life and your career as an 

umpire. One thing we want to pick up this time is, you know, you were part of the Tech 

Hecklers. You created the book The Bleacher— 

 

CS: 

The Bleacher Bible.  

 

DS: 

Excuse me for having that gap there.  

 

CS: 

It’s okay.  

 

DS: 

Tell us how, you know, what being a heckler meant and how that came about and then how the 

book came about.  

 

CS: 

Well, really that kind of goes back to my dad. The first heckling I was exposed to was from my 

dad. We would go to El Paso Diablos games and my dad is kind of a fun guy, kind of a—I 

wouldn’t call him like a life of the party guy, but he’s kind of—I always thought my dad as a 

larger than life kind of a guy. We’d go to El Paso Diablos games and Dad would, you know, he’d 

kind of sit down there and do this kind of a general, every man heckle. “Hit that ball, Willy!” 

Kind of deal. He’d do that and so, you know, we’d get a chuckle from the people around him, 

and I thought it was funny. As a kid I thought that was really kind of neat. When I came to Tech 

in the spring of ’88, I was sitting up in the stands and some guy was up there and he was just 

kind of—I mean, it was just a random game. I love going to baseball games here at Tech. Back 

in the eighties, baseball wasn’t very well attended, certainly not like it is now. I mean, they’d 

probably draw a couple hundred people to a game. It wasn’t certainly a ticketed event like it is 

now. It was kind of a—I know I was on an all-sports pass. You got this one ticket that said 

baseball on it, and I was one of the few people I knew that filled up my thing getting the punches 
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on it. One Saturday out there, this guy was just out there, just cutting up. He wasn’t sitting far 

away from me. I thought he was funny, and so I kind of sort of joined in with him a little bit. The 

funny thing is, this guy was in there for that one game. We were playing Wyoming, and he was 

just waring out Wyoming from being from the WAC. The WAC, what is that, man? We’re 

almost a conference, you know, in the WAC, and he’s just waring out Wyoming. It was funny, it 

was clever. The funny thing was, that was the first time I ever saw that guy there and I never saw 

him again at any game before or since. It was funny; it was almost like that divine intervention 

that this guy was placed in my life at a ballpark doing that. Well, I mean, I come back—and he 

didn’t come back—this was like a Friday, he didn’t come back for the Saturday game. It was a 

four game series, two Friday, two Saturday. He didn’t come back for Saturday and he never 

came back again. I came back and I put on a little—I chirped a little here, chirped a little there. 

Some people laughed, it was funny. We kind of started up, you know, doing some stuff that year, 

me and a couple of other guys, kind of sitting up there chirping a little bit. In fall of ’88, I 

decided—that was my freshman year. In the fall of’88 I decided I wanted to, you know, try out 

for baseball. I played baseball in high school, and I wanted to try out here. So I went to the walk 

on tryouts in the fall of ’88. This was the first week of school. It was me and it was like thirty 

guys out there. We’re all out there, and I think there was even a guy out there in jeans. It was a 

ragtag bunch of guys. I’m pretty sure—I don’t think anyone from that group got picked up that 

day, but it was your standard tryout. They line everybody up, you know, and they let everyone 

run a sixty and you do that and then they take you out to right field and they say, “All right, 

throw it over to second base.” Literally, that’s usually where everyone got picked off. Some guys 

got pulled out of line after they ran, you know, some guys get pulled out after they throw, and I 

was the one that got pulled out after I threw. They just said come on. I can’t remember how 

many, but I can’t imagine very many people actually got to go hit. If they’re going to see if they 

can hit, they’re going to find out if you can’t throw or run, there’s no point in figuring out if you 

can hit. My best chance would have make the team as a pinch runner. I ran pretty well, but I had 

no shot. I remember Larry Hays just said, “Hey, it’s time for you all to—just go be a fan.” I was 

like, “All right.” I kind of took it to heart. I mean, literally back in the spring, I was back up there 

doing my thing again. Somewhere in ’91, ’92, you know, we just did it and became a little bit 

more known and a little bit more known, and ’91, ’92 one of the news stations did a little thing, 

you know, and we became a little bit more recognized. Well, somewhere in the ’89 season, I 

began, you know, every time I would say something that got a laugh, I’d write it down. I said 

said, “What got a laugh? This got a laugh.” I’d hustle back to my room, in my dorm, I lived over 

in Bledsoe Hall, and I’d write down, “This got a laugh today.” I got to a point where I started 

carrying little five-by-seven index cards with me to the ballpark with a pen, and every time 

something was said that was funny or I said something funny, I’d write it down. It got to a point 

where I had a little stack here, you know, about thirty or so cards just full of stuff. I said, “You 

know what would be cool?” My wife, you know, this is back before every kid had a laptop or 

anything. I had a little word processor, so I put them all—I started taking all those things and 

kind of categorizing them a little bit into a little list. I ended up with a little bit kind of a kind of a 
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little sheet with sides stapled together, and I had a page that was kind of about fat guys and a 

page about short guys and a page about bad hitters and bad pitchers and coach page and stuff like 

that. The next thing you know somebody said, “You ought to make a book.” I think it was 

probably ’93, ’94? The funny thing about it was I was a technical communications major here at 

Tech, so I had this editing degree. I was working on an editing degree, and so I had the ability to 

kind of fashion it. I don’t have the thing anymore and if I had known that this would have taken 

off the way it did, the first ever amalgamation, I guess you would say of the Bleacher Bible, was 

this little almost like pocket-sized little book about ten pages of stuff. I had all my stuff in there, 

all my lines. I had it all saved so I had the ability to add a line and then I started off with about 

ten rags per page, and then somewhere in there it got a little longer, a little thicker, and I had this 

little booklet. It was pretty cool. It didn’t have a name or anything, but I remember writing Texas 

Tech Baseball on it, you know, in calligraphy, which I did calligraphy. I wrote Texas Tech 

Baseball on it and put a baseball on it and it was kind of cool. Somewhere in some landfill, 

probably out in the Tech landfill or the Lubbock landfill, it’s buried deep somewhere out there, 

probably in the dust by now, but yeah, that was the first bleacher bible. After I got out of school 

and had a job, I actually, you know, I worked for Head Start and worked out on Avenue M. In 

the summertime when we didn’t have any kids, I mean, you really didn’t have anything to do. 

This place had some of the best equipment ever, I mean, it was great, the first color printer I’d 

ever operated with, you know, and so I was able, in the summertime, I was at work, I made the 

first Bleacher Bible. And somebody actually said, “What a great name.” he said, “have them call 

it the Bleacher Bible.” And I was like, “Oh, great name.” I don’t even know who said that, but 

somewhere out there someone deserves credit for that name because it wasn’t mine. We made 

this little book and it was a desktop published deal. I should have brought you a copy. One of 

those days it’ll be something I turn over to the Southwest Collection. I’ve got two of the first 

original, I made two copies of it. Well, they’re both in my safe. I have them in there, and remind 

me one of these days I want to give that to you guys too.   

 

DS: 

Well they are valuable now don’t you?  

 

CS: 

Oh yeah, they’re a little valuable.  

 

DS: 

Because I looked up—they’re pricey, like $2,400 is what I saw yesterday.   

 

CS: 

Well, we got to that point and I’d bring that to the park and kind of word got out about the guy 

with the heckling book. I mean, we were at the Southwest Conference Tournament in 1995, and I 

remember sitting up there, you know, A&M had a section. I was the Tech heckler and we had a 
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couple of guys with me. I was the guy that would go on the road, you know, I went to A&M, I sit 

in the A&M section. A&M fans would be giving it to Tech and I’d be out there giving it back to 

A&M by myself up there. In fact, there’s a highlight somewhere out there. Mike Gustafson 

(12:18) actually has a YouTube highlight somewhere of me being interviewed by Norm Miller 

from HSC during the Southwest Conference tournament, and he comes up to the second level of 

Olsen Field at College Station, and we’re all sitting up there and he steps up there and he looks 

around and he goes, “Who’s the guy with the book?” And I go, “I’m the guy with the book.” 

And I raise my hand, and all these Aggies are sitting up there, “Are you kidding me?” And we’re 

up here. He did the Tech/A&M game in ’95, when we’re about to win the Southwest Conference 

Tournament. He’s interviewing me, sitting in the middle of the Aggie Raggie section and these 

guys are bitter. They are sour. I mean, I’m showing him the book before the game and they’re 

like, “We could have done this.” I remember the guy who said that, and he’s a friend of mine to 

this day. He’s a guy named Travis Waddell, said, “But you didn’t because you’re Aggies.” I 

mean, he kind of had no leg to stand on at that point. He was kind of like, “Well, I guess you’re 

right.” That kind of jump started some stuff. Of course, ’95 was the first year Lubbock Crickets 

had a team here, so we kind of rolled right from Tech baseball season, you know, where they 

went to Wichita State and got one hour away from Omaha in ’95. We came back home and the 

Lubbock Crickets played the season, and so it kind of rolled right into that, and it was kind of a 

fun deal. A lot of people got into that as well with us there and so it became kind of a cult thing a 

little bit. A few more news stories got done and somebody along the line said, “Why don’t you 

publish that?” And then he goes, “I’d buy a copy of it.” And this was at a Lubbock Crickets 

game.” The guy next to me goes, “I’d buy a copy of that, too. That’s a funny book. I’d buy a 

copy of that.” So I went and found a publisher here in town. At first I actually took it to several 

publishers here in town. I took it to several printers. I said, “Hey, I’m looking to publish this 

deal.” I’d show it to them, a couple of guys kind of laughed at me, you know, like Yeah, that’ll 

never sell. And so I took it over to Word Publications, and they actually were interested in doing 

it, but they couldn’t do it because it wasn’t a project that was big enough for what they do. One 

of the guys that worked at Word Publications, a guy named Don Cotton, said, “I can do this. I 

have my own publishing company, and I could do this,” and it was called Cotton Publishing. 

And so he said, “We’ll do it.” And I said, “Well, what do you think this will cost me?” We sat 

down, and he looked at it, and he said, “Well, we really want to get this thing to about 200 

pages.” I was like, “Woof.” The original Bleacher Bible was probably about 75 pages. He goes, 

“I’ll tell you what, if you can get it to about 100, 110, we can talk about publishing this thing. So 

me and about three of the hecklers went to Conference Café, bought a couple of three pitchers of 

beer, and we wrote the introduction and the glossary and the appendix section to the Bleacher 

Bible. We got it up to about a 112 pages. For my money, it’s probably the funniest part of that 

whole book, the glossary. If you read the glossary, I mean it is absolute hilarity because we 

literally wrote that thing over a pitcher of beer or three. I mean, it was an afterthought; the 

glossary, the introduction, all that stuff was an afterthought, and we did it drunkard and Cooter 

Browns. I took all the stuff back to Don Cotton. He goes, “Okay, I think we can make this 
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work.” He told me, he says, “How many copies do you want to make?” And I said, “What’s the 

minimum run we can do?” And he says, “1000 is probably about the lowest run you could do.” 

So I said, “Let’s do 1,200.” So we did 1,200, made 1,200 books, actually, we did 1,100 books, 

and  they did 100, I think it’s like ten percent free or whatever, so we got an extra hundred books 

out of that deal. So I ended up with—the actual number of books that came in was 1,236 books, 

that’s what I got. So these twelve boxes of books showed up. He took the thirty-six for himself, 

just kind of off the top, he goes, “I’m going to keep these thirty-six books.” He handed me 

twelve boxes of 100, you know, I loaded them up in the back of my Chrysler Siebre and drove 

them home, and I put them in my barn—my garage—and for the next couple years, literally, sold 

books out of the back of my truck. I think you could buy them at the Alumni Association in the 

gift shop, a couple of like—you could buy it at Varsity Bookstore, the Hastings sold it, I mean, it 

was really kind of a local thing. As I went to the Big 12 tournament or the Southwest Conference 

Tournament, whichever one was happening at the time—because we were about to go into the 

Big 12, yeah it was the Big 12 Tournament in ’96, ’97, sorry, is when it kind of started to really 

kind of blossom. All of a sudden people from other parts of the country starting hearing about it, 

and all of a sudden we started selling books. Hand over fist, for us, we sold twelve books this 

weekend of the game. It got to be the point where people were hearing about it and what was 

happening was, there was the ten commandments in the front, another afterthought, it was just 

part of the introduction. Someone said, “Well, it’s called the Bleacher Bible, you should have the 

ten commandments of heckling in there.” And so we literally made up the ten commandments of 

heckling. To this day, once we put those in our book, you know, it was something we had to live 

by. I think what people would notice about the hecklers, especially me, is that Chris Snead 

heckling you in 1988 would tear you apart. Chris Snead heckling you today, he’s a much nicer, 

tamer guy in 2015. I’m nothing like that guy. I mean, I would call a guy fat. “You’re fat. You’re 

fat, mix in a salad.” I mean, “One man to a uniform.” Just destroy a guy, sent a guy a hotdog in 

the dugout. I mean all kinds of stuff. It was just ruthless stuff, but at the same time, you never 

cussed a guy or anything like that. You know, we started to live by the commandments and they 

really kind of became what we were as a group. That really legitimized us as a group because, 

you know, we started to live by and be held to that standard and we held each other to those 

standards. I made no uncertain terms, if you’re going to be a part of our group, you’re going to 

abide by these things. We established a line, the line was here and you didn’t cross it and if you 

crossed it, you’d be admonished. If you kept crossing it, you’d be booted, and we booted a 

couple guys because they couldn’t keep it under control. People have come and gone, but the 

core was always there because they believed in what we were doing. Back to the book, oh gosh, 

we started getting really weird requests for books from weird pockets of the country. I remember 

getting a request for ten books from a bookstore in Tallahassee, Florida, for Florida State, and 

some Florida State fans and found out about them. I mean just kind of weird, all over, just weird. 

This all kind of happened at the beginning of the internet. As the internet was taking off, I mean 

we had a—we never had a website for the book. The book never had a website or anything like 

that. You can find a—there was a small website put together by my buddy Kevin Newsome. The 



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
10 

first and really only advertising, you know, public advertising outside of word of mouth was a 

small one-page website put together by Kevin Newsome who was an internet professional, if you 

would. He basically scanned a copy of the cover of the book and then put a couple of, “Here’s a 

slice of how to get it. To order it, you can call this phone number,” which was my phone number 

at my house, if you can imagine, I mean, my home phone number, I stopped short of putting 

everything but Come to my house and buy one of these things. It had my e-mail address, which 

at the time was, you know, an AOL address. That’s how far back we were. We were off. We 

eventually got to a point where we sold all the books. Sometime in the late nineties, early two 

thousands, ran out of books. People started calling and I would tell them, “I don’t have any more 

books to sell you. I’ve sold them all.” Someone said, “Why don’t you reprint it?” I said, “Well, 

let me find out.” It had been printed by this company in Kansas, a printing company in Kansas, 

and they said, “It costs twenty-five hundred bucks to do twelve hundred books.” We called, and 

actually my publisher called up there and said, “What is the possibility of doing another run?” 

Well, I don’t know—actually, the company had been sold to another printing outfit in New York 

City. They said it was going to cost about five thousand dollars to print five hundred books. So 

we were like, “Wow, twice as much to print half as many.” We said, “We’re good.” But what I 

immediately did at that point was to start working on The Bleacher Bible 2. The Bleacher Bible 

2, you know, it lives as probably a stack of paper and file folders and stuff this tall, two feet tall, 

of literally just information, and I would get to a point where people were sending me things that 

they had heard that were funny. “I heard this at a game. You need to put this in your next book.” 

And so I’ve literally got piles and piles of stuff like that. Just stuff that people sent me, and I 

would print it off, put it in the folder, and then I’d print it off and put it in the expandable folder. 

I got one of those plastic stand-up things, and now it’s three or four of those plastic stand-up 

things in my office close, which when I got the job at the Alumni Association, I said, “This will 

be something I work on.” You know, life got in the way, a couple kids and promotions and 

things like that. I never got to it. It’s still something I plan to do. The resurgence of Tech 

Baseball has probably made it something that could happen. It becomes a time issue now. We 

got, you know, in’95 the book got published and, you know, Tech baseball was in its heyday, 

and everything was going great. The books were selling and then Mike Gustafson—we had the 

group and Mike Gustafson came along. He was a former baseball player, played at Tech, and he 

had come along and sat with us a couple of times. You know, I thought we were funny. He let 

me know—he lived in Oklahoma City and he would make a trip back to Lubbock, and so I’d see 

him time and again. I remember sitting with his dad at baseball games because at the beginning 

of the hecklers, you know, to get back to that because was the hecklers and the book, they kind 

of go together, but they really don’t go together. They both had separate lives, but to back up and 

get back to—you know, when I was sitting up in the stands in the late eighties, when there was 

literally ten people in the stands, one of the other guys that was there was Mike Gustafson’s 

father, Bill Gustafson. We kind of took turns bouncing stuff off each other and then some other 

folks out there. I was nineteen, twenty, twenty-one years old. He’s a father of a player so we 

didn’t run in the same circles at the time. You know, fast forward to when Mike came back, the 
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hecklers as a group had grown and in ’93, we got hooked up with Toffin’s Café [?] and they got 

us some t-shirts. We kind of really started formalizing things a little bit more. You know, it was a 

group of guys. And we had one guy, you know, and before all this really took off, we were just 

all sitting up there. We had one guy who in’94, we got our first shirts and he showed up to the 

first game and were handing out shirts, he goes, “I don’t want a shirt.” “All right, well here’s 

your shirt.” And he says, “I don’t want a shirt. I’m not going to wear a shirt.” And that was the 

guy, you know, he was one of our favorite guys. He was always there and all of a sudden he 

decided, “I ain’t wearing a shirt.” I mean, just like that and walked off, we never saw him again. 

He was a guy that had been part of our group for a couple years. All of a sudden he said, “I don’t 

want to wear a shirt.” I never saw the guy again. As a matter of fact, I never saw him at a 

baseball game again. It was kind of strange and weird. You know, I guess it’s not for everybody. 

Mike came to town probably about ’99 or 2000, Mike moved back to Lubbock, sometime in that 

range, ’98, ’99, 2000. I’m not sure exactly when, but he came back and Mike sat with us, and I 

said, “You want to get in this with us?” And he said, “Absolutely.” Mike’s great, and because he 

was a former baseball player, we had a former baseball player in our group, Randy DuRoss, All-

American, ’95 was his last year. He kind of cycled out. He got a job, moved to Dallas. So it was 

good to have another baseball player there. We picked up another baseball player, Jeff Chase, 

who was playing at LCU. It was good because what we wanted to be, you know, we didn’t want 

to be just a group of loudmouths, we wanted to be baseball guys. I wanted to be a baseball guy 

and somebody said, “Well, what do you want your legacy to be when they talk about you?” I 

said, “I want people to say Chris Snead was a baseball guy.” He knew his baseball and he was a 

baseball guy. I’ve always thought there was something special about baseball guys. Mike 

Gustafson is always, I always considered him to be a consummate baseball guy. He joined in our 

group and I think it took our group to a different level because—not from a heckling standpoint, 

we did the same heckling stuff, but Mike had a suggestion, “Why don’t we do a website?” I’m 

like, “I don’t want to make a website.” He goes, “I do.” He’s an IT guy. So Mike threw together 

a website, took care of getting the domain and everything, and the next thing you knew we had 

Techhecklers.com. It kind of took us to another level. I was like, “Who would ever come to a site 

like this? What is this?” Well, the last I knew, when that thing ended up, it had something like a 

hundred and seventy-five, a hundred and seventy-six thousand hits on it. I mean, people were 

going to that site a lot and not just us. There was never, at any point, ever more than fifteen 

hecklers. I know we weren’t going to it that much. It didn’t have a—it had funny stuff on it. It 

had a lot of content on there. I mean, we did some stuff and it’s still out there. If you go on the 

way back machines you can still find it back there in the archive. We did that for quite a while. 

We got to a point where when things started to slow down, baseball wasn’t responding—I 

shouldn’t say responding—baseball took a step back, and we actually, you know, to back up a 

little bit here, we saw at one point, well I saw that we were getting older. At the time we were 

doing this, all of us had, you know, I mean some of us had been married for three years, four 

years. Someone’s had a few little kids. None of us had kids doing high school stuff. None of us 

had, you know, college-aged kids or anything like that. Well, one of the things I said was, “One 
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of these days we’re not going to be able to do this. We need to hand this torch off to somebody.” 

There were a couple of kids who I had known. One thing we had was big following of kids. 

Parents, I mean, it’s on a Saturday and a weekend conference game, we would have ten kids that 

weren’t ours sitting around us down there just giggling. And so I saw a lot of kids grow up. Well, 

there was a couple of kids that were growing up and they were coming to Tech, and I asked a kid 

named Garrett Luft. He was kind of the right kid because he always sat with us. I said, “Are you 

coming to Tech?” He was from Midland, and this kid would be up in Lubbock for every home 

series but he was from Midland. He said, “Yeah.” I said, “You need to start a student group.” I’ll 

be darned if he didn’t start a student group called the Student Hecklers Society. It actually turned 

into kind of a thing. They got big, and they burned hot for three, four years while he was in 

school and then a little bit after he was out of school, but just like everything else, those kids 

grew up, we all grew up, those kids grew up. They were a little bit more transient than us. They 

grew up, got jobs, moved away. A few people asked, “Well what happened to the hecklers?” I 

said, “Life happened, we all got old. Our kids grew up. We got married; we had families.” It’s 

kind of funny because we hit that lull, the point where all of our kids were in that age group 

where you really couldn’t participate in little league games and softball and basketball right 

where Tech wasn’t as good. But now our kids are starting to come out of that age, you know, and 

Tech’s kind of starting to make resurgence, so it’s almost like a renaissance for the hecklers. 

Yeah, not really getting the band back together or anything, but we’re a different group than we 

were before. On a weekend before, I’d send out the shirt rotation for the weekend, you know 

wear this, this, and this. Now we’re just kind of like, “Let’s go have a great time and enjoy being 

around each other.” That’s kind of what we are is a group of baseball fans that like being around 

each other and like have a good time. If something funny happens we’ll say something funny 

about it, but, you know, once upon a time we had a person that was in charge of making our 

parade float for Fourth on Broadway and homecoming. I mean, we got third place in the 

homecoming parade one year. You know, we had a person that was in charge of research, you 

know, Gus did the website. It was a big orchestrated deal. It seemed kind of whacky that we 

seemed to have more organization than a lot of, you know, boards and commissions here in 

town. But it worked out and we did civic stuff. I remember one year we answered phones at the 

Children’s Miracle Network telethon. We were answering phones in there and doing stuff like 

that. I mean, we’d get asked to do stuff all over the place. It was kind of neat and kind of weird, 

but we got to be well known. Then somewhere in there, you know, I asked the question of 

athletics, I said—because at this time all they ever had was the football kickoff luncheon and the 

basketball tipoff luncheon. Really, at one time, they only had the football luncheon and then they 

started the tipoff luncheon and I said, “Well, why not a luncheon for baseball?” I’ll never forget 

the answer I was given. They said, “We don’t think anyone would come to that.” We said, 

“Okay.” The next question I asked them, because we’re kind of snarky, I said, “Do you mind if 

we do it?” And he said, “Do what?” I said, “We would like to do a luncheon for baseball next 

year.” He said, “Sure, go knock yourselves out.” And so that was ’99. It was my first year at the 

Alumni Association. I remember one of the first events they had in the Frazier Alumni Pavilion 
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was the First Pitch Luncheon. I think we sold something like 300 tickets to that deal and sold it 

out pretty much, had a great event. The next year that was when we had Orel Hershiser come in, 

we got the Texas Rangers involved with it. Bob Knight got involved with it, raised a ton of 

money. That was the year that we bought the throwback jerseys for Tech Baseball. We raised a 

ton of money, bought those, and the next thing we knew we were like, “Oh, we got to do this 

again.” So we got to doing it and we did that for—I think we did that all the way up until about 

’09 I think we did that. Actually, I take that back. We did it for ten years because we did it ten 

times. We got to where we were really good at doing that, putting that luncheon on, raising a lot 

of money. I think in the end we raised nearly fifty thousand dollars for baseball and really 

softball because we included softball in it. It was good. We felt like we were giving back to the 

program. We weren’t just a group of loudmouth fans. We were supporters and we were boosters. 

Larry supported us, Dan supported us, and Tim kind of asked for us to come back. One of the 

reasons why we kind of had a little bit of a resurgence was because he wanted a rowdy 

environment at Dan Law Field again and at Griffin Park. We kind of got going that way, but 

eventually athletics, it became more difficult for athletics to have a booster group with a check 

book and we understood that because we didn’t have a separate checkbook, and it didn’t make 

sense. We were boosters; we had a checkbook. There were a lot of NCAA complaints, red flags 

there. We didn’t want it to be the cause of anything like that. So we said, “The best thing for us 

to do is to get out of the business of doing that.” And whether it was good for athletics to come 

over and take over that event. They did and they’ve kind of kept that alive. We’re good, we were 

able to do what needed to be done for baseball at the time. So we got that done. I’m actually 

pretty proud of that deal. The First Pitch Luncheon was something we were pretty proud of. I 

know that we all were proud to work on that deal. It was fun, I mean, we got a lot of notoriety for 

doing it. At times, at times, there wasn’t a whole lot of appreciation, but I think looking back, I 

think there were a lot of people that appreciated what we did. We’ve been, you know, I think that 

more people often than not would say good things about the Tech Hecklers. I mean, I think 

opposing fans—I know there’s one coach in the league that didn’t care for us. It isn’t who you 

thought. A lot of people thought it was Tom Holliday from Oklahoma State, you know, we had 

some legendary run ins with him, but really it was the head coach at Kansas, a guy named Bobby 

Randall. He thought that—he was an old school guy and thought that that was kind of 

unnecessary in college baseball. You know what, we looked at it like this, not everybody was 

going to be patting you on the back for what you did and inherently what you did was derisive 

and against the social norm, if you would, of what you would do at a baseball game. Some 

people would ask, “Well, you don’t cheer for your team, you cheer against the other team.” We 

were like, “Right, that’s right you got it.” There’s nothing really wrong with that. You know, we 

kind of felt that it was our job to help provide an atmosphere at the ball park. I think we did a 

good job of that. Dan Law was a tough place to play. I mean, it was hard to do things there if 

you’re the opposing team. When our team was good, it was easier to say a lot of things. I mean, 

you could say things and I’d say in ’95 and ’96, I could say whatever I wanted and the team 

would back it up on the field because they were that good. I think this year’s team could be that 
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good with some experience here. That team was a strong, strong team and it was fun. Baseball 

was fun and I thought we made it fun. The best part that I can remember was hearing people say, 

“I go to the park as much to hear the hecklers as I do to see the game.” I can’t imagine how many 

times I heard that from a person. He said, “You guys are funny.” And they’d say, “They’re 

clever, they’re funny. We can bring our kids and sit next to them. You don’t have to worry about 

hearing foul language, cussing, drinking, all kinds of stuff.” That’s what we wanted to be about. 

At the end of the day, you know, we said what we would do and we did what we said. I kind of 

took a little pride in staying in bounds if you will. We looked at it like this, Larry Hays and Dan 

Spencer, and even Tim Tadlock had gone out on a limb for us. Larry wrote a letter, you know, 

for our website that basically endorsed our group. You know, with that out there, we put it all out 

there. We were very transparent. We didn’t hide anything, we didn’t have the secret group 

meetings. I mean, if you come to lunch it’s not going to be—our lunch might be PG-13, maybe 

even R-rated, but at a baseball game it was G-rated all the time. That was the whole idea. We 

wanted to stay there. That was important for me because, I mean, I was kind of the face of the 

deal. I mean, everyone knew we were a group, but I was kind of the face. Part of the reason why, 

someone said this to me and I actually think it was my wife. She made a great point and it didn’t 

resonate with me until after she said it, much later. She said, “You know, if the head of the 

hecklers was just a regular white guy, you guys wouldn’t be unique. The fact is, you know, you 

guys are unique and there’s something unique about what you guys do because the leader is a 

black guy. There aren’t a whole lot of blacks in college baseball, not a lot of blacks at college 

baseball games.” And so not only to have one there, I think that made it even more unique for 

Texas Tech because a lot of people would start saying, “That funny black guy.” I always thought 

that was funny and I never took any offense to that I mean becasue, well, I am black and most of 

the time I am trying to be funny. They weren’t lying about me or anything like that, so I always 

took that as a compliment to hear, “That funny black guy.” Now I hear some things. The 

University of Texas, they always referred to me as Hootie, you know, from Hootie and the 

Blowfish. I mean, I always thought—and I never knew that. I found that out recently. Mike 

Gustafson was down at an event with a lot of former UT players. He was talking about playing at 

Tech and I think even being a heckler, I think they knew he was a heckler and someone said to 

him something along the lines of, “Hey is Hootie still there?” And Mike didn’t even know it. He 

said, “Hootie?” Hegoes, “Yeah, that black guy, that funny black guy. We all called him Hootie.” 

So Mike learned that, and it was kind of funny. We always did funny stuff, we always kept it 

clean, but we always had a great time. One of our mottos was, “Never mind us, we’re 

entertaining ourselves.” Even when there was nothing going on in the game, we might be 

howling down there having a great time and it’s talking to ourselves. We’d bust each other’s 

chops. The thing about this group that I think is unique is that not only are we friends at the 

ballpark, we’re friends outside of the ballpark. It’s safe to say we will go to lunch most days of 

the week if we can. We’ve watched each other’s kids grow up, we’ve been in each other’s 

weddings, we’ve shared each other’s anniversaries and births and deaths. These people are some 

of the closest friends that I have in the world. It’s made it for a unique organization. Like I said, 
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we’re not the group that we were in ’95. In fact, you know, the only person from the group photo 

in ’95 that still exists in the group are me and my wife. My wife was kind of like—my wife 

Susan was kind of like the den mom for that first group. This was before we had kids, the first 

two years before we had kids, when we were going all over the baseball games. I mean, me and 

my wife would get in the car and we would drive to Wichita and we would fly out to California, 

then we got kids and she turned into a mom and not the den mom anymore, but she was kind of 

like—she tempered us a little bit. And so after I had kids and soon we had to find another den 

mom. That’s when we found Andrea. Andrea was a—we were at a baseball game and I hear this 

voice from about four rows behind me just wearing someone out, I don’t even remember what 

game it was. I looked around and I said, “You need a shirt.” And that’s kind of how you got into 

the hecklers. I mean, at one point it was pretty much a one man deal, it was mean. I kind of had 

control and I decided who got a shirt and who didn’t. You know, we had a lot of people ask, that 

was one of the things, “How do I get in?” We’d let very few people in, but we let Andrea in. 

Andrea has been one of the best people I’ve ever met in my life. She’s a great person and an 

incredible baseball fan, you know, which is what you wanted. We wanted them to be a baseball 

fan, witty, and she did all the research. I’ll tell you what, we asked her to do the research, so it’s 

what we wanted. (phone alert goes off) You got the same thing I got.  

 

DS: 

Yeah, apparently Tech’s under some sort of alert.  

 

CS: 

You know, we’ve had a lot of different people come through, but the core group is kind of—

from about ’98, ’99, that core group has been around for a while. Like I said, it’s not about the 

heckling. Maybe because we had—you know, back in the old days, when we were just going 

gang busters, we literally were like the third team on the field and really a fourth team. I don’t 

like to take off the officials, the officials are the third team on the field, but we were like the 

fourth team at the park. Andrea would do all the research, and then she literally would send out 

an e-mail with a scouting report. So from the scouting report, we kind of came up with a game 

plan. What are we going to do? You know, the easy stuff was, Oh, that guy got arrested. That’s 

easy, everyone’s going to be on that stuff. We want to find the guy who’s a big fan of the 

Backstreet Boys, that’s the guy, you know, the guy that puts in there that his favorite food is 

steak or something like that. We were playing A&M one year and we got the bios, and one guy 

says his favorite food is steak. Well, that Saturday night I take my family out to a local steak 

house here, Kagles, A&M baseball team is eating out there, and I’m in there, sitting there. I walk 

up because I knew the baseball coach, and so I walk up there and say, “Hey, what’s going on?” 

We see so and so out at the best steakhouse in the whole county, and the guy’s eating chicken. 

Well, can you imagine what we said to him the next day? “Hey, your favorite food is steak, 

right? And you go to the best steakhouse in Lubbock and you’re eating chicken? Okay.” That’s 

the kind of stuff that we would get after. We’ve had a fun time doing that. It’s amazing to think 
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about the kind of the institution that the hecklers have become involved in Tech Baseball. Even 

when we went to Omaha last year, you know, the hecklers—the athletics actually took care of 

the hecklers. You know, they didn’t give us any tickets, but they made sure that we had twelve 

tickets to the game. I hope you don’t tell this to anybody here for several years, but I mean, when 

everyone in the world was trying to get tickets, they basically—she let us know that, you know, 

the folks over at the ticket office let us know that you guys will have tickets. They said, “It’s 

because you guys need to be there.” That meant a lot to me. You know, I mean over the years, 

you know, for me, getting to be a part of, having access to the baseball team, close to the 

baseball team. When I was still in school and going to a lot of games and things like that, I’d hop 

in the car and drive down to A&M by myself, I’d get down there and most of the time I’d stay 

with the team. I’d go find the team hotel, and I’d stay in the team hotel with them. You know, the 

team was staying four players to a room, and I would just bunk up on the floor somewhere. The 

fact of the matter is, I always had a bunch of player friends, so I mean, I’d go to Austin, go to 

Waco, go to—whenever they were playing in the state of Texas, I’d hop in the car and go and 

just crash on the floor. Not only did they not mind, they wanted me there. I mean because they 

knew what kind of fan I was. And so it meant a lot to me that they would actually—these guys 

weren’t like, “Who is that guy?” Because Imean, at the end of the day, I was just a freaking idiot 

fan. These guys all felt, Hey, that guy is a guy we want around enough that, Come crash on the 

floor over here. Sometimes you even got a bed. It was cool, and I guess because of that access 

that those guys gave me or the acceptance, I felt that it was probably, I wasn’t going to ruin that 

by going up there and being an idiot in the stands and getting kicked out of games. I’ve never 

been kicked out of a game. I mean, we’ve had run-ins with fans from other teams and that was 

back probably when I was a lot more—I wouldn’t say controversial, but more willing to go after 

something that was, you know, appearance or something like that. Even today, in the last decade, 

you would be hard pressed to find me actually call somebody fat. Once upon a time I didn’t care. 

If a player was fat, he was fat. I mean, political correctness probably, but you know, you think 

about my own commandments. Would you want someone to say that to you? It is what it is, so 

you kind of change those things. As for where this group has gone, I mean, I’ll tell you what, I 

think it’s amazing to think about what this group’s become.  

 

DS: 

One part of that, you mentioned several people there, Mike, Jeff, and Andrea, along with you 

created something else separate from that, that has a life of its own now.  

 

CS: 

Well, and really several other people that were in the group, Mike Gustafson and Brad Walker—

I lost my train of thought for a second. Brad Walker, for years, had talked about the idea of a 

player of the year for middle infielders, type of an award. They talked about it, you know, for a 

couple of years from 2002. They were kind of, hey that should be there. Why isn’t there a middle 

infielder award, a second baseman, shortstop type of award?  Because you had the golden spikes 
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and you had the NCBAA player of the year, just a couple of random college baseball awards. 

You know, the Smith Award was one. There was an attempt to do some other ones. There was a 

random coach of the year award deal. You know, Mike and Brad talked about, just amongst 

themselves, kind of joking. Well, Mike was tight with Bo Carter and Bo Carter knew some folks 

who ran the Smith Award. You know, at lunch one day, this was back in 2004. Mike and his dad 

went down to watch Tech play in Round Rock, and a guy named John Askins from the Smith 

Award was going to be there scouting, watch list players and things like that. We got introduced 

and basically had a conversation about the possibility of starting a—really, it was just kind of a 

pie in the sky discussion, you know. A year goes by, and we’re having lunch one day and I 

mentioned to him, I said, “Were we ever going to do anything about that award deal?” We kind 

of talked about doing a little award thing. I said, “Are we going to do anything about that?” So 

Mike gets a hold of John Askins, and it just happens that John’s going to be passing through 

Lubbock to go to a cabin up into the mountains. He says, “I’ll tell you, on our way back up, I’ll 

stop in Lubbock, we’ll have some lunch, and we’ll talk about it.” Well, we meet at Rudy’s, and 

this is where the famous Rudy’s napkin comes in. So we’re having lunch, me, Brad Walker, 

Mike, John Askins, Ryan Hyatt, and later on Jeff Chase showed up late, and we’re discussing 

this whole idea, and then the idea was—we said, “What if we started a player of the year 

award?” This was right about the time that John Askins was kind of winding down with the 

Smith Award and the Smith Award itself was kind of winding down, loss of funding and things 

like that. I’m not sure of all the parameters, but he basically put out there, well, why not do a 

player of the year award? He basically let us know that the Smith Award was going to be coming 

up for grabs. We kind of talked about and in a little bit, and he said, “Well why don’t we do it?” 

And we could give it a Lubbock flare. We kind of went back and forth and said, “Who are some 

baseball guys with some Lubbock names that we could name it after?” You know, we went 

around and around and threw some names out, [inaudible] as in the Ashby’s and things like that, 

the Segrists. We just said, “Those names—the Segrists and Ashby, they don’t have the—people 

wouldn’t know what that means.” I remember telling Brad and Gus, it doesn’t matter, when you 

create an award.” I said, “It doesn’t matter who the name is.” I said, “Who is Smith and why is 

he significant to me?” They both kind of looked at each other and they kind of went, “You’re 

right.” So we said, We’ve got a guy named Wallace, and I think we all agreed that Brooks 

Wallace would be a great person to honor for what he had done and what he had contributed. It 

didn’t really matter, you know, we didn’t have to have a big name for the award. We could 

create the name if we did it right, we’d create the name, and the award’s going to be— you 

know, the name of the award is secondary to what they’re getting. So we decided, You know 

what, we’re going to do this. And it was like, this is April, We’re going to do this. Boom. Well, 

several more months go by and it’s the middle of July. And so once again I call up Gus, “Hey, 

are we going to do that award?” I mean, we were at this point, baseball’s almost over and I mean, 

we were going to name somebody, and so me and Brad and Gus, Chase, we got Askins on the 

horn. We got them back up to Lubbock and we said, “Okay, let’s do this.” And so basically what 

we did, we were going to do the shortstop, and that’s when Askins kind of got my dates wrong, 
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but Askins at that meeting said, “Why don’t we do a player of the year award?” We were going 

to call it the Wallace for shortstop, but then we said, “Let’s make it a player of the year award.” 

We said, “Well, let’s do it in the fall.” Because we were like, “When are we going to do this?” 

He said, “Let’s do it in the fall. Let’s wait until after Tech football season’s over,” so late in the 

season. We picked a winner, Kurt Suzuki from Cal State Fullerton. We raised a little money. I 

think we raised probably about, probably if we collected every nickel it was probably about four 

thousand dollars, maybe five, maybe six. We rented the Lubbock Club. We flew Kurt in, we had 

an event, had about seventy-five people at the event. The Tech Hecklers bought one of the tables. 

They were one of the table holders. We had one actual—I think we had probably eight tables in 

the room, you know, most of the people were—we had family. Kurt Suzuki’s family was at one 

table. We had some volunteers at another table. I think we actually sold three tables for like 

$250, you know, we made enough money to pay for the trophy. We had sold some sponsorships 

out of that deal. We got a couple of people to be a title sponsor. I mean, we were literally hand to 

mouth on that deal. I’m in my office printing up certificates and things like that. You know, we 

got the coach, you know, the player, the coach, and his family flew in here, and we pulled it off, 

it was a great event. We were patting each other on the back, having a great time. John Askins 

said, “Alright, we need to get together and put out our watch list for next year.” And we were 

like, “What?” And they said, “Yeah, we need to put our watch list out for next year and we need 

to get ready for next year’s event.” Because all the other traditional events were in June, and we 

just did ours in November. We stayed on schedule, but we ended up—that first two years was 

just a bear. We went ahead and Gus—this is where Gus was great. He got with John and he’s a 

baseball guy, analytic guy. He was able—we were able to come up with a legitimate watch list of 

people for the next season. That was 2004 or was that 2006?  

 

DS: 

I thought it was ’06.  

 

CS: 

It was ’06, ’06 was the year. Yeah, because it took us a little while to get us to that point because 

it was ’05 when met him, and this was ’06. We did that and we had a bunch to do because we 

were going to give away this award. Okay, who’s giving this award away? You know, we were 

all sitting around and we had this idea, it was great. We were going to give this award, but the 

Smith Award was done away by the Greater Houston Sports Authority or whatever. So we’re 

kind of like, “Who’s giving this award away?” I said, “Well we are.” “Who’s we?” I said, “We 

kind of need to have like an organization. We need to create something.” They said, “Well, what 

do we want to create?” I said, “Let’s call it the college baseball something.” I think Brad Walker 

said, “Why don’t we call it the College Baseball Foundation?” And I remember at first I didn’t 

like the name. Then it made sense. You’ve got the National Football Foundation that gives away 

all the stuff. I think I wanted to call it the College Baseball Trust or something like that. It didn’t 

make much sense, but College Baseball Foundation kind of flowed. It sounded a little bit more 
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elegant. It sounded like something that had been around for years and years and years. We 

quickly got some logos thrown together. That first year was a mess because we literally had to 

get this organization incorporated to do this event. I’m thinking that the articles of incorporation 

of this organization literally came the week before the event. Not that we couldn’t do the event, 

but all this stuff was happening and we’re creating this stuff. We’re talking wings and prayers 

and we pulled it off and then we did the second event. We moved that one over to the City Bank 

Room. We did it the right way, brought in three finalists. We kind of used the Smith Award 

model where they brought in three finalists and then had an award winner and raised a little bit 

more money. We got some local businesses involved. Half the people believed in us  that are still 

believing in us today. Every year got a little bit bigger and a little harder to believe that we were 

doing what we were doing. I remember the first time I read or Gus pointed out and showed us 

where we had been mentioned in Baseball America. Our winner or our finalists were being 

mentioned for finalists for our award, and we’re like, Wow. It was almost like, Okay, all right. 

Got a little bit more traction, and then I remember right after the second award, John mentioning, 

“Why don’t we do a half of fame?” And I was like, “What? There is no way we could do a Hall 

of Fame class in conjunction with this.” There was just no way. You know, we went back and 

forth with this thing, we talked about it, went back and forth, cussed it, discussed it, and we 

decided to do it. The next thing you knew, it was just like, “Where are we going to get the money 

for this thing?” And the next thing you knew we were putting the thing on TV and oh my gosh. 

We had a hall of fame class. We were going to do a hall of fame and my first question is, if 

you’re getting ready to start a hall of fame and you’re going to have an inaugural class, which ten 

people do you put in it? I mean, I was a college baseball fan, and we brought some names I’d 

never heard of. I mean, it became so neat to be a part of this deal, but at the same time it was so 

stressful because we wanted to do this great thing, and we needed to raise money. It was a real 

awesome thing to be a part of because a lot of that same group of hecklers that were doing the 

bulk of the work of the hecklers, were doing the bulk of the work on this thing, and so you know, 

to see Andrea and Jeff and Gus. And then we got some other people involved, and we got it 

outside of the heckler Family and it became a bigger thing, and I think that’s when—when we 

got it outside of the heckler family and started bringing in other baseball people, but non-heckler 

folks, you know, Randy Robbins, Raymond Richardson. I’ll never forget Raymond Richardson, 

at a First Pitch Luncheon, he handed me his business card and he goes, “If I can ever help you, 

let me know.” And this was just in general. I remember looking at his card on my desk one day 

and calling him up after the first event and saying, “I’d really like to get you and City Bank 

involved with the College Baseball Foundation.” And they really became our first benefactors. 

We had some other folks, the folks at United Supermarket got on board and it was great. We’ve 

had a lot of great support here. We worked hard to do things the right way and kind of like the 

heckler mentality, we knew that when we got these people to Lubbock, that they weren’t going 

to have a building to see. It was going to be important for us to kill them with hospitality. This 

became an important thing. Obviously when you got this whole idea of having a hall of fame, 

you start thinking of hall of fames in terms of being memorabilia and things that go along with 
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that. It’s like, “Wait a second, we need to have an archive.” Good thing we knew you folks at the 

Southwest Collections, and that was a no-brainer for us to bring you guys on as the archive. It as 

a win-win, you guys got to have a feather in your cap. We got to have an archive that was ready 

to go. It was instant archive, just add the memorabilia. It was great for us because I can imagine 

that a lot of halls of fames, when they’re looking to start those things they’re having to figure out 

ways to create an archive, and we just had it basically—all we had to do was pick up the phone 

and say, “Hey, would you guys do this?” I can’t remember if it was me or Brad. I think actually 

it was Brad Walker who was in charge of contacting Monte Monroe. One of us did it, though. I 

remember Tai coming board, and of course you coming on board, and Monte. It’s been great. 

The whole thing, it seemed like everything would fall into place, and we would seem like we’re 

going to do this, and every year we would take on another thing that seemed like we couldn’t do 

it. The first year it was like, “How are we going to pay for Kurt Suzuki and his family and his 

coach to get to Lubbock, Texas?” And the next year was, “How are we going to pay for three 

finalists to come to Lubbock, Texas, with their families? Oh my gosh.” The next year after that, 

now it was, “Oh my god, we’ve got three finalists, their families, and ten hall of famers. How are 

we going to pay for all of this?” It seemed like, “What are we going to do? This is going to be 

crazy. We’re not going to be able to do this.” And then we added the television aspect of it and 

television had advertising and the cost for productions and things like that. We didn’t walk in 

having people say, “We’re going to put this on TV and pay you. We’ll put it on TV, it’s going to 

cost you this much to have it showing. Yeah, you can be on Fox Sports Southwest or Fox 

College Sports or whatever you’re on, but you’re going to have to have it done.” Every year it 

seemed like we’d be a month away from the event and we didn’t have enough money to do it, 

but I’m like, “How are we going to do this?” And all of a sudden, the phone would ring and it 

would be a contribution, and it was just like unbelievable. For the first few years I was a 

chairman of this deal, and I was like, “How are we going to do this? How are we going to afford 

this thing?” Someway, somehow, some donor, you know, it always came through. That even 

went up, too, when we expanded our board and brought in more people. We decided to go a 

different direction from the Smith Award folks. We went off on our own and it was amazing to 

watch it and scary all at the same time. It seemed like it was going to get bigger and bigger and 

bigger. And then it did get bigger and then we started getting capital campaign gifts, you know, 

we got an architect involved and we got rendering. The first time we moved from the City Bank 

room to the floor of the arena, you know, it was unbelievable. And then we were having it over 

at the Civic Center and the thing just got bigger and bigger. And then we were at the Overton, 

this whole thing was just amazing. It’s been another thing that’s been amazing to be a part of. 

When you think back and you say, “Well what’d you ever do in your life?” You say, “Well, I 

helped create the College Baseball Hall of Fame.” It’s something that you’re just really proud of. 

It’s something I’m just glad to be a part of now. I remember someone saying at one point when 

we all started doing it, they said, “Twenty years from now, this whole thing’s going to be run by 

a bunch of lawyers and bankers.” To some extent ten years later, you know, close to ten years 

later that there’s some truth to that. There has been a lot more lawyers and bankers on our board. 
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We’re starting to branch out. You know, we’ve got people involved that I don’t even know that I 

have never met before. It’s always great to be one of the founders, but it’s going to be neat. I’m 

looking forward to breaking ground here in the fall and getting that moment. That’s kind of the 

thing, you look around and you go, “Oh, so and so needs to be a part of this.” I was like, “Well, I 

kind of hope I get to be a part of that.” There’s still some of our moments. I remember, you 

know, we talk about our moment. The first time we were on the floor at the civic center—excuse 

me, at the arena in the City Bank room, and we were on TV for the first time, and Bill Lane was 

the guy up there, and we were all sitting up there in the audience and Bill Lane walks up there 

and he reads the winner of the Brooks Wallace Award. I remember me and Gus looking at each 

other and just going, “Why is he taking our moment?” I said, “We do all this work. We run 

around, chicken’s head cut off, all those things. At the end of the night, he gets the money shot.” 

And that never happened again. We made sure that would never happen again. From that point 

on, somebody from our place would read the award or at least be a part of the award and not 

some, no offense, TV guy. We felt like if we put in the work and all that stuff that we should at 

least enjoy the spoils of that deal. That was fun, but we’ve come a long way and it’s 

unbelievable, and we’re ready to get a—now that you’re into the point of building a building and 

things like that, you have a whole different set of issues and complications and just things that go 

with that. We’re working through them and we’re ready to move into the next phase of the Hall 

of Fame.  

 

DS: 

Were you involved with the design process for the new building?  

 

CS: 

Yeah, I’m a member of the building committee, and I’ve been involved with the design process 

from concept to renderings and even in the first drawings, the architectural drawings that we’ve 

gotten. We’ve tried to make sure that we don’t make any mistakes because when you’re an 

organization like we are, we have to have—you’ve got to do it right the first time because we’re 

not going to have a whole lot of opportunity from this capital campaign. We’re not going to be 

able to have another capital campaign for a few years so whatever we design or whatever we’ve 

build right now, we live with for a few years. We’re trying to maximize what we can do right 

now in terms of space, storage, banquet facilities, things like that. I mean everything that we’ve 

tried to do is with thought to how can we utilize this and other purposes. Can we make this 

building functional beyond just as a museum? Can you monetize the use of this building other 

times of the year? Things like can the banquet be big enough to hold a five hundred person 

wedding? Those are the things that you have to look at. If you have a five hundred person 

wedding, can your kitchen accommodate that on site? There’s things like that. I mean, it’s a 

unique facility in that it’s a museum, a banquet facility, and a baseball field all together, and an 

office. It’s truly a multipurpose facility, but it is a really unique building. We think it’s one that 
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college baseball deserves and hopefully it’ll be, once it’s built, it’ll be something that people will 

are making their pilgrimage to Lubbock Texas for, so it’ll be good.   

 

DS: 

That sounds good.  

 

CS: 

That’s what we want, that is the idea of it. Someone said, you know, hopefully they’ll start to 

refer to Lubbock the way they refer to Cooperstown or Springfield, Mass. Guys are trying to get 

into Lubbock, you know, like college baseball teams want to go to Omaha, you know, individual 

players are going to want to go to Lubbock. That’s a lasting legacy that I do want attached to me. 

That’s something that we helped create. We’ve had a lot of people say, “That’ll never happen. 

They can’t get it done. Why Lubbock?” I mean, our answer for that was, Well, we thought of it. 

But the answer for that is because Lubbock’s a great town, it’s a baseball town, it’s got baseball 

people. It’s got kind of an on your own, support yourself kind of mentality, and these people that 

are great baseball fans and they deserve something like this. Omaha, Nebraska, why not Omaha? 

Well, Omaha had fifty years to do it, and they’ve created their own World Series hall of fame. 

There’s a lot of our guys that are in the World Series Hall of Fame, but we’ve got a lot of guys in 

our hall of fame that never set foot in Omaha. This is not the only crack at a hall of fame, but we 

are recognized as the official College Baseball Hall of Fame, and I think that that’s important for 

us. I chuckle when someone says, “I think it’s really neat that the NCAA decided to put the 

College Baseball Hall of Fame here in Lubbock, Texas.” It’s kind of funny when we tell them, 

“You know, the NCAA had nothing to do with the hall of fame coming to Lubbock, Texas. You 

know, we kind of smile with that knowing that we worked hard to get it here, to build it here, and 

not get it here. We didn’t have to bring it here because there wasn’t anywhere to bring it from. 

We decided to do it, and I’m glad we did. I’ll admit, I didn’t want to do it. I’m glad we did 

because it’s unique, and we could have gone along forever just been a small organization like the 

Greater Wichita Sports Authority giving away the Johnny Bench Award. We could have done 

the same thing that they do, but with our hall of fame, it set us apart and gave us a uniqueness 

that none of the other awards have. I mean, the Johnny Bench Award is a great award, awarded 

in a great venue, but it doesn’t have the hall of fame with it. And for that reason, the Johnny 

Bench Award folks will do their award and then get on a plane literally, the day after their award 

and come down to be a part of our awards ceremony. We’ve gotten ours to a level where we are 

the recognized, you know, award show. Kind of like football has its football award show. We’ve 

got the night of champions and do that here, and it’s become really a great event. Not so much 

for—not so much in actual being—it’s more of a TV event. So I enjoy that.  
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DS: 

Well actually you’ve been talking, what, about an hour and a half. Do you have anything you 

want to sum this up with? Because I have a feeling we’ll still be talking to you in another fifteen 

years.  

 

CS: 

You want me to wrap up everything?  

 

DS: 

What we talked about today, just kind of wrap up.  

 

CS: 

You know, if you had told me, you know, when Larry Hays pulled me out of line that someday 

all of this could culminate in the creation of the College Baseball Hall of Fame, I would laugh at 

you. The culmination of events that led to, you know, all of us being together, a group of people, 

a group of friends. My wife said to me at one point, she goes, “You know, if it’s not for you, a 

lot of people don’t meet each other. There’s a lot of people who don’t meet.” I mean, there are 

people that would eventually cross paths in another way, shape, or form, but there are direct 

connections to certain people that would never have ever met each other if it hadn’t have been 

for the Tech Hecklers. I think it’s kind of a neat convergence of people. You know, Andrea 

Watson who is—I would tell you this right now, we could not do what we do at the hall of fame 

if we did not know Andrea Watson. I kind of think about, “What if I didn’t turn around and say 

to her, she needs a shirt.” I mean, because if I didn’t say that, we would have never met Andrea 

Watson. That’s an iron clad fact, we would have never met Andrea Watson. All things being the 

same on the space time continuum, you know, because maybe we’d meet her the next game, but 

maybe she’s not sitting two rows behind me the next game. Maybe she’s on the other side of the 

stadium when she does that. I don’t turn around and look at her. There’s just a lot of things that 

just kind of flow right together. What if Larry Hays wasn’t literally standing right next to me 

when I threw and pulling me out of line, you know, what if he didn’t see me throw and I ended 

up getting into the cage? Who knows, I mean, I’d have probably been pulled out of the cage 

there, but I mean, so many things could have happened. What if my dad didn’t have twenty-five 

hundred bucks to get me to do a book? Because if he didn’t have twenty-five hundred dollars, I 

wasn’t doing a book. I got to do the book because dad had twenty-five hundred bucks. I got to 

pay him back for it. The funny part about that is dad actually called me up and said—he was 

telling me about seeing my book on Amazon, you know, just like you did. He goes, “I’ve got 

three books, can I sell one of them?” I said, “Dad, you can do whatever you want with those 

books. If you want to take them out in the backyard and build a fire with them you can. It’s up to 

you.” I think dad’s going to sell one of his. It’s a neat deal, and I’m glad that I’ve gotten to be a 

part of a lot of really neat stuff here at Texas Tech. I’ve got a lot of great friends. I’ve got a wife 

that is tremendous who has allowed me to do the things that I do. You know, just the whole idea 
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that a hall of fame could be created out of—literally out of dust by some knuckle heads writing 

down stuff at Rudy’s on a napkin.  

 

DS: 

I hope you still have that napkin.  

 

CS:  

I still have that napkin. I actually, for about three or four years I had misplaced the napkin. I had 

put it into a scrap book to make sure I kept it and then I had forgotten I had put it there. And so I 

was tearing apart all of my hall of fame stuff and College Baseball Foundation stuff looking for 

it and I thought I had lost it and then I was looking for something about two years ago. I was 

looking for an article that I had written for Red Raider Sports once upon a time. I was flipping 

through, and I had found it and I had stuck it in the middle of that thing. I think just on a whim 

for safe keeping, maybe so I wouldn’t forget it and I forgot it. I found it, and it’s sitting on my 

desk at home, at my office at home. I keep saying, I’m going to get that thing—I either wanted to 

get it under glass or preserved somehow. One of these days I’m going to bring all of this stuff—I 

told Monte at one point that I was going to give him all the papers of the Tech Hecklers and I 

was sitting there thinking, “What papers do we have?” I do have some things that you guys are 

going to get. There’s some things that are going to go into the hall of fame. The original chicken 

is going to go into the hall of fame. Some things from the hecklers are going to be archived. I do 

think they’ll want one of the copies of the original book, and it’s going to be archived over here, 

I’ll give them to you and I’ll let you guys do with them what you want.  

 

DS: 

It’ll still be here five hundred years from now, wherever we are.  

 

CS: 

They’re both in a safe right now. The original chicken, the two copies of the book, and the first 

book out of the first box are in the safe. I don’t know what I want to do with those. I figured if a 

regular used copy is worth twenty-four hundred bucks, you know, a pristine copy or the book 

used to make that book would be worth more. I don’t even know how you get someone to 

authenticate that. Is that what you guys did?  

 

DS: 

Talk to Monte about that. You were mentioning, you know, trying to preserve that napkin. When 

you talk to Monte, tell him, “I hear you have a preservation lab here.” We’ve got professionals 

here. We can get that done.  
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CS: 

I mean, it doesn’t say a whole lot on it. It says something like, “Brookes Wallace, arrow, 

national.” It says—it has the purposed dates, it says, “Late fall.” It doesn’t say a whole lot, it 

doesn’t like have all like—it’s not as cool as you think it would be, but it’s the idea and it’s the 

notes that we took from the first meeting and I kept it. For some reason, when I brought that back 

to my office, I was looking for the dates, I almost threw it away. And for some reason I didn’t 

and I put it into a drawer at my desk. Later on after that, after we had the first event, I think I 

found the thing like a year later. I think that’s when I stuck it in that thing to keep it thinking, “I 

want to keep this.” And then I went looking for it. It was one of those weird deals where you just 

think, Maybe I want to keep this. It’s just kind of dumb luck. Like I said, with my first book, I 

threw it away. I’m a habitual cleaner of stuff, you know, and so, you know, some divine 

intervention made me keep that. “Hey dummy, keep this. You’re going to want this.” Because I 

think we want to preserve that deal and when we get to opening in the foyer, I’d like to have in 

that foyer, this is the napkin where we created this deal right there.  

 

DS: 

You could put in your answer as “Why Lubbock?”  

 

CS: 

Why Lubbock? Here’s why.   

 

DS: 

Because it started here, literally. Well Chris, I think we’ve reached a good stopping point for 

today.  

 

CS: 

Absolutely, I think that’s great.  

 

DS: 

You know, Jeff Chase’s dad was here a couple of days ago.  

 

CS: 

Really?  

 

DS: 

He happened to be down here doing something and he came back yesterday and gave Monte a 

donation of some material. So you know, we’ve got y’all running around the building this week 

becuase I think Mike’s supposed to be in later this week.  
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CS: 

That’s awesome, that’s awesome. He’ll be able to tighten up some of the dates. I actually asked 

him about—I was like, “Tell me about when you guys met Askins for the first time.” So he’ll be 

able to tighten up some of the actual dates and all.  

 

DS: 

Yeah, we haven’t asked him yet, but we’re going to ask both of them.  

 

CS: 

The next time Andrea needs to—the next time you get— 

 

DS: 

I’m going to ask, “What made you speak up at the game?”  

 

CS: 

Andrea’s never needed a reason to speak up. I’ll never forget turning around and saying “She 

needs a shirt.” I said, “Come out to the car.” That wasn’t like at the end of the game, that was 

like in the middle of the game and so I mean, when the game was over, I told her, “Come with 

me.”  

 

DS: 

She was smart enough to take it, huh?  

 

CS: 

And she was smart to take it, and not only she took it, she came back. Not everyone got a shirt 

and I guess she understood the significance of getting a shirt which was cool.  

 

DS: 

Well thank you, Chris.  

 

CS: 

Daniel, it’s great man. Let me know if there’s anything else you want to do.  

 

End of interview  

 

 

 

 

 


