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Daniel Sanchez (DS): 

My name is Daniel Sanchez. Today’s date is January 4, 2017. I’m at the southwest collection in 

Lubbock, Texas with Jim Sexton. Jim played basketball at Tech but he also has a lot of other 

wonderful stories that he’s going to tell us about today. Jim thank you for being here.  

 

Oscar James “Jim” Sexton (JS): 

My pleasure.  

 

DS: 

Could you please state your complete legal name?  

 

JS: 

My legal name is Oscar James Sexton Jr. and I go by Jim Sexton—the James part of it. Oscar 

was my dad’s name and he ended up being a—what you call back in the early 1900s a 

professional fighter. He changed his name to Bo because he didn’t like Oscar, but he named me 

Oscar so I’ve never gotten even with the guy—but anyway. Dad called all the golden glove 

referee matches out here in West Texas for years and years. We’d travel to Big Spring, to 

Amarillo, over in New Mexico for golden glove fights. I was born in ’32 and dad was the 

manager of the Western Union in Plainview. My mother was Edna Miner, and they married 

somewhere around 1930 I think. He, at the time, said that Plainview was a lot larger than 

Lubbock. To come to Lubbock was a kind of a surprise, he wanted to go to a smaller town but he 

said the reason I came to Lubbock was because of Texas Tech. He said, “I want my kids to grow 

up in a college town.” That’s how we ended up in Lubbock. My brother was born here. Of 

course, we were always active in athletics. Dad was, I guess you say, the telegraph manager of 

the Western Union, which back in those days was the teletype machine which was Morse code. 

Dad made all the football games for Texas Tech. We’d wrap up the evening after the ball games 

up in the press box sending out all the information on first downs, and touchdowns by Morse 

code all over the United States. Sometimes he’d be up there an hour, an hour and a half and my 

brother and I would be playing out on the football field—they left one light on, and we’d be out 

there running up and down the football field until dad got through. We’ve been tied in with 

Texas Tech from day one. Every Christmas was a big Christmas because Pete Cawthon was the 

coach, and dad would take us out there in the afternoon, we’d watch Tech work out, and of 

course we’d watch them in the ball game. They had a tunnel they came out of onto the little track 

there, and stepped out on the field. My brother and I’d lay out on top of that shed—as they’d 

come out of that shed and we’d be patting them on their held or their helmet. After dad did all of 

his work up there—of course it was late at night, but mother would sit up there in the stands and 

watch us while dad was doing his thing. That continued on even when Jones stadium was built, 

we’d sit up in the press box with him. Dad never did miss a game in Tech history until the fifties 

when my brother, Bo, got a scholarship to Texas. I was going on scholarship for basketball out 
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here and he was football. Dad and mother went to Austin to see my brother play. That was a 

break in the chain of this continual attendance to all the Tech ball games all those years.  

 

DS: 

What’s interesting there is you know you mentioned, you’re a Junior but your brother is named 

after you dad also because he’s a Bo. You know the nickname, right.  

 

JS: 

Well what happened—it was funny because my brother was a really a good, fast athlete and 

Lubbock high won two state championships when he was playing football. When I was playing 

basketball—they all called me Sexton, they didn’t call me Jim, they-- “Sexton”. When I do well 

in basketball—he was two years behind me, they’d say, “Great game Sexton,” talking to Bo and 

I got even with him when he started playing football. They’d come up to me and say, “Hey Bo 

great football game last night.” We looked a lot alike of course being brothers, but they couldn’t 

tell us apart. So he’d take credit for my athletic ability, and then I started taking credit for his 

athletic ability. Anyway, he picked up the Bo because of Bobby. He was Bobby Sexton, and so 

he picked up the Bo, which is fine. He’s my All-American. He’s really a successful business man 

and has really has done well—and was a good athlete too.  

 

DS: 

When did you two brothers notice that y’all had some athletic talent?  

 

JS: 

I think the boys club brought it out. And I won’t forget—I went out for the basketball team over 

in J.T. in junior high, J.T. Hutchinson I think was the name of it. They had a gym that had a 

slope in it, I think it was a swimming pool when they first built it, the old junior high. If you shot 

the ball real high, it’d hit the ceiling over there except down on one end you were lower. I was 

trying to play basketball over there—and of course when the football team finished they all came 

out for basketball and all the coaches used all the football players, so I went back over to the 

boys club and played basketball there. It was a pretty rough element over there—like I say, it 

was good competition. That’s where I got my interest in basketball. Bo, my brother was a great 

baseball player too, a catcher. We went to state tournament in baseball in ’48, the first year they 

ever had a playoff in baseball. There were four teams of us in there, Austin High was one, Austin 

beat us I think three to one that day, and we got eliminated. We also made the first ever baseball 

playoff in the interscholastic league. Bo ended up playing basketball too but he wasn’t a starter. 

He played on two football state championship teams, and one basketball state championship 

team. So he was on three state championship teams. In my junior year we went to state, and beat 

Highland Park, and then got beat by—I can’t remember now—Baytown or someone. Anyway 

we had a good basketball team, and that propelled me into my senior year. I made all district in 
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basketball, and Polk Robison offered me a scholarship. So I came to Tech, we ended up having a 

pretty good ball club. Back in those days, we played in an old barn over here. 

 

DS: 

Could you describe it to us? 

 

JS: 

Well it was a barn. I mean, they turned it into—it was a barn you could show cows, and horses, 

and pigs, and all that. It was strictly Ag., but it had a big arena, and they put that basketball court 

in it. You couldn’t drive into the south end of that gym—the arena or you’d hit a concrete wall, 

they had a pad up. You had about three feet after you made the layup to stop. They’d hold about 

twenty-two hundred, and there were a lot of people that got stamped out in front trying to get in. 

We had good crowds back in those days. We played a lot of games on the road especially my 

senior year. We ended up with a good enough record that we were selected to go to the NCAA 

playoffs. Our ’54-‘55 ball club would be the first that was ever chosen—selected to represent 

Texas Tech in an NCAA playoff. Back in those days there was only sixteen teams. They had 

four from each region, and we were one of the four from this region—there were sixteen teams 

selected. We ended up going to Corvallis Oregon and playing Santa Clara. And I never will 

forget—they had a 6”10’ or 11’ guy—Kenny Sears I believe was his name, that went on a played 

pro ball. We got beat I think seven points out there and that ended our basketball season, but we 

had a great team.  

 

DS: 

Let’s back up a little bit. When we first started to talk before the interview you mentioned the 

boys club. You told us a little bit about where it was located, and that you and your brother were 

actually among the first to go out there and become members?   

 

JS: 

Right. They built that right after the war, and we went over, we were standing in line. We were 

going to be one and two in line, and the director came over and said, “No let’s line up 

alphabetically.” So we moved down and we were thirty-three I think, somewhere in there. Every 

day you went in to the club you’d circle your number so they’d know who was attending and all 

that. They had a little library and a little snack dill and you could buy a candy bar and then you 

could go back—the gym was there. They had kind of had the same type deal, you couldn’t make 

a driving layup to fast or you’d be in the wall. They had a boxing ring, and they could pull that 

boxing ring out of the corner and put it out in the center of the basketball court. Every Friday 

night they’d have fights. Bo and I, my brother and I—dad put us in boxing gloves before we 

could hardly walk, and taught us how to box. We had a hard time finding kids that would box us 

because dad had trained us a little bit, and he was of course referring all the golden glove 

fights—like I say—across the country out here. It drew some big crowds. My brother was an 
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exceptionally good little boxer, and he had a kid from the Optimus boys club from across town 

that would fight him. Whenever those two fought it was a packed house. That was part of 

growing up at the boys club. In the afternoons they had a wood work shop, you’d go over and try 

to make stuff. You had the lays machines and all that. We had a lot to do, ping pong, pool and 

then that basketball court we could go out there. They played hot ball, I guess that’s what they 

called it, and I don’t [k]now. It was where they had balls that you’d lined up five or ten guys on 

each side of the middle court, and they’d put that ball out there, and you’d grab it, and if you got 

hit with that ball, you’re off the court. You had elimination, it’d boil down to two people, one on 

each side of that court and that ball was flying as fast as you could throw it. When they would 

reduce the ball where you could hold it in one hand—they got smaller balls sometimes, some of 

those kids could hit you and sting you with that ball, they really had a good arm on them. We’d 

play games like that. Then baseball in the summer. It was always summer baseball going into 

football, going into basketball, track. It’s not quite like that now but it’s similar, but that was our 

life.  

 

DS: 

You mentioned your dad showed your brother and you how to box. Did anybody there show 

y’all how to play basketball?   

 

JS: 

I remember one year they had a guy, Spider Dylan he was out here at Tech, and I won’t forget 

his name, he was a good guy. He taught us how to catch the ball and make a hop and lay it up in 

the basket. I never will forget that experience because he’d stand there and say, “Now here 

comes the ball, now you hop, take a step and lay it up.” Yeah, we had some guys that were trying 

to help us. In baseball, that’s a different story. Baseball there was not really anybody around that 

could coach you on anything. It was just you get out there and throw the ball as hard as you can 

and swing as hard as you can. Even that all the way to the high school because they would take a 

football coach that would be the baseball coach, and he didn’t know anything about baseball. In 

fact we had one baseball coach that had the bases loaded with two outs, and they hit a fly ball—

we hit a fly ball—or my brother’s team hit a fly ball out into center field, and the guy came 

running home and he said, “We won,” but it was an out, the run didn’t count. That’s how much 

the baseball coach knew, he thought the run across the plate before you got the ball—you know. 

That’s how some of the baseball coaches were back in those days.  

 

DS: 

You mentioned Lubbock High and how they were winning titles in multiple sports. What was it 

about Lubbock High that was producing such championships? 
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JS: 

Well that’s an interesting point because Lubbock High won a state championship in the thirties, 

their coach died, and that team rallied and won the state championship. There were a lot of no 

names on that team. Lee Jackson, who was chairman—or I guess you say CEO of the red raider 

club for years. They had Pete Cawthon’s son was on that football team. I’m trying to think, 

maybe—I don’t know if—I’m trying to think if there was an Alderson on there, but anyway they 

had a good little ball club. We hadn’t won anything in Lubbock High in fact Amarillo just beat 

the fool out of us every year. In my junior year, we started turning the program around, in 

basketball, football, and especially football. We had beat Amarillo up there forty-seven to seven 

which never happened. Should’ve gone to state, and that El Paso slipped up on them and they got 

beat. They hadn’t lost a ball game until El Paso beat them in playoff. That was a start, and then 

the next year we did great. Then after I graduated they won state in basketball and football twice. 

There was am era of about five years in there where Lubbock High was dominant. Since then it’s 

never been that way they changed that school up, it’s not the same. Academically it is better but 

it’s not the same as it was back when we were playing there.   

 

DS: 

That was before Monterey right, also? 

 

JS: 

Yeah that was before Monterey.  

 

DS: 

Y’all were the only school, and had your pick on the athletes I guess? 

 

JS: 

Yes sir. It was one school and—I’m trying to think—there was about fifty, fifty-five thousand 

population in Lubbock at that time.  

 

DS: 

Not too small.  

 

JS: 

No, no but it still—I never will forget Texas Tech was playing in the border conference and they 

were drawing six and eight thousand. Lubbock High was drawing twenty, twenty-two thousand 

in Jones stadium. The high school was out drawing Tech there for several years.  

 

DS: 

Well I guess success does that right? 
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JS: 

Take that ball game last night, Texas Tech beat West Virginia in basketball—hit a three point 

shot with four seconds to go and beat West Virginia who is number four in the nation. That was a 

thrill. One of my biggest thrills playing sports was my sophomore year we went to North 

Carolina State, and North Carolina State was number four in the nation. We had been playing in 

a cracker box facility here with a couple thousand people, and we walked on that court and there 

were eight thousand people in that coliseum and school was not even in session. This was 

December and they had already let out. There was eight thousand people there, and I’m telling 

you, that was a little bit different walking on to that court. We ended up beating North Carolina 

State and that was really a thrill. 

 

DS: 

I’m going to kind of go back to this again, that’s just got to be a unique feeling stepping on to a 

program that’s so much bigger than Tech’s.  

 

JS:   

Like I say, it was—we had never played before anybody like that. We went on in to Philadelphia, 

and we were so confident in how good we were we got beat by St. Johns. I won’t forget it was 

snowing when we got there. We walked over to the facility where we were going to play, and 

worked out over there and then walked back in that snow. That snow was about seven inches 

deep by the time we got back to the motel. One of our great ball players in Texas Tech—he’s in 

Texas Tech hall of fame now—was Jack Alderson. He’s my fraternity brother, and that was one 

of my enjoyable things was getting to play with Jack and watching him through high school and 

then to get to play with him in Tech for a year. Somebody got in their room and stole his shoes. 

We went the next day and he had to go shopping to find some shoes. He had to wear somebody 

else’s shoes and they were too big for him, treading around in that snow. We finally got his shoes 

bought and he got his shoes back on his feet. [phone rings 00:18:46] I’m sorry. Let me cut this 

off. I forgot about that. 

 

DS: 

 That’s all right. I made sure to turn mine off because I’ve forgotten about mine for several times. 

Let’s talk about how you came to Tech. Back then were people recruiting you out or did you just 

get a—  

 

JS: 

Okay, are you on? 

 

DS: 

Yeah, yeah We’re on.  
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JS: 

Well I need to try and think [picks up recorder 00:19:21] Yeah they had people recruiting. I 

never will forget we took a trip-- there were four of us—three of us to Baylor, and back then you 

worked out, they worked us out. They had a senior basketball player there, and I worked out 

against him for about twenty minutes. Went on over to the football field because the other guys 

were over there working out with their spring training group, throwing passes and all that, and 

they said get in line and start catching passes. So I got in line, and anyway, I started catching 

passes, and I mean I was catching them, and after the session was over the coach walked up and 

he said, “Now how many touchdowns did you make in high school?” I said “I didn’t even play 

football”, he said “What? You didn’t play football? Do you want to play football?” I said, “No, 

no, I came over looking maybe playing basketball.” Anyway, yeah they recruited us. TCU and 

didn’t talk to Texas, but I remember Harley Reddin was coaching the basketball team, he’s from 

Plainview Texas and he used to coach—I think he coached the Flying Queens at one time. 

Harley called me and said, “Jimmy why don’t you come on here and play.” I said, “Well I 

already got another offer coach, thank you.” Anyway, yeah they recruited. The thing—we had a 

freshman coach but we didn’t have but one other player that was a freshman. There were only 

two of us and that’s all that he got that year. A lot of guys walked on, of course, but I guess Polk 

had seen me play enough out here in Lubbock, and I’d seen him at some of the high school 

games. He offered me a scholarship. Back in those days, I lived at home and the other guys from 

out of town lived in the dorm. I got forty-eight dollars a month plus twelve dollars and fifty cents 

for laundry and haircut, and that was my scholarship. I saved every one of those forty-eight 

dollar checks living at home. That’s what I ended up buying my wife’s engagement ring with.  

 

DS: 

Did y’all meet while you were at Tech? 

 

JS: 

Well she was four years behind me. I was lifeguarding out at the country club. That’s another 

thing that brings us back to the boys club, I was offered a job at the country club to be one of the 

lifeguards but I didn’t have the lifeguard certificate. I went back and got my certificate in the 

swimming pool of the boys club back in ’50, ’51. I was lifeguarding out there at the country 

club, and I looked up and here comes the cutest little ole thing you’ve ever seen, and it was my 

wife, Sue. She had a big smile on talking to some of her friends, and that’s how we met. That 

boys club ties back into everything.  

 

DS: 

Everything. It sets you up for life, didn’t it? Let’s talk a little bit about that first year that you that 

come to Tech as a freshman. What was the school like when you got here? 
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JS: 

It was about a third of the size it is right now. The engineering was there, that circle was there. 

The administration building was there, the chemistry building was there. They had a museum 

that is now, I don’t know what it is, it’s on that corner right there by the circle.  

 

DS: 

Holden Hall. 

 

JS: 

Yeah Holden Hall. I don’t know what they’ve turned that into. The big deal was West Hall, 

that’s where all the athletes were. I’d go over and eat occasionally with everybody, but didn’t 

feel right about it since they were paying me to stay at home, forty-eight dollars a month or 

whatever. It was kind of desilt but it was a close group. My ’54, they had one of the finest 

football teams we’ve ever had out here. They went to the Gator Bowl and beat Auburn. That’s 

when my closest friend Joe Kirk Fulton was the first masked rider—came in on the horse and 

that’s when they said, that’s the biggest entry that’s ever been seen in football. Of course it’s 

quite a tradition that is still around. Thank goodness, I  got him inducted into the Hall of Honor. 

There’s a difference, the Hall of Fame is the athletes that excelled, and the Hall of Honor are the 

people that have helped Tech and done things, so anyways he was rewarded.  

 

DS: 

I didn’t realize he wasn’t some sort of athlete. I thought—for some reason when you think Fulton 

is so tied to athletic—you’d think he was an athlete.  

 

JS: 

Well I’ll tell you one thing he was that no one really knew much about, was he was a champion 

trap and skeet shooter. It cost him some hearing later on in his life, he shot so many shells out 

there. He was really good at that, but they didn’t give scholarships for that. He could ride that 

horse. Back then that North end down there was all grass and sloped. It was a thrill when he 

came on and came down that field. He rounded that horseshoe down there on that grass and by 

the time he got on that student section, I mean the roar even back in those days when you didn’t 

have sixty thousand—the roar was tremendous because he was coming full blast down that side 

line. I went to LSU football game they had a chartered train out of here. We played LSU and he 

came on that field and knocked a cheerleader down on that track. The team did not follow him, 

he broke too soon to come on the track. He made the round and the team was waiting for him, so 

he took off again, and of course, at that time the cheerleader had picked himself up, but I’m 

telling you beer bottles, and whiskey bottles, and everything started flying out of those stands 

trying to hit him coming down that track. It was wild.  
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DS: 

Yeah especially in Louisiana you would expect some rowdiness, right.  

 

JS: 

Yeah and it was a full house. They had an All-American guard—you know Jerry Walker was 

one of our great players out here at the time, and Jerry just whipped him all over the field. I think 

the guy by the time that game was over he glad it was over with because Walker just man 

handled him. Anyway there’s some good athletes out here.  

 

DS: 

Let’s talk about some of those athletes. You came here as a freshman, who were some of the 

people you played with while you were out at Tech?  

 

JS: 

Well I can mention Jack Alderson. And Paul Noland, he was kind of an awkward 6”10’ guy, but 

he was 6”10’ and there weren’t very many around. We always had a hard time with all the hotels 

we stayed at; find a bed he could fit in. He was an exception. Of course he’s not anymore 

because those guys are all big now, but back then he was kind of I guess what you call a freak, 

they just didn’t have very many. I played with a fellow named Jim Edding from Sudan, Bob 

Boland and Easton Blackman from Shallowater, not Shallowater more from Abernathy I believe. 

Carl Lynch, a good friend of mine, we grew up together playing basketball. Then you got Jim 

Reed, which is probably the greatest leaper we’ve had since Smith number eleven out here 

playing for Tech now. You talk about an athlete he’s a jumper and he can really get after it. We 

had some good players.  

 

DS: 

I didn’t know Jim was a jumper. I knew he was a good player but I didn’t realize. 

 

JS: 

Yeah he was exceptional with springing I guess you say. I don’t know what his vertical jump 

was but he was good.  

 

DS: 

I can’t remember who it was, it might’ve been Jim himself that told me his story about how he 

was recruited to Tech.  

 

JS: 

Well I can’t remember except I think Polk knew his parents or his grandparents or somebody, 

wasn’t it? 
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DS: 

No, Jim was from Arkansas, and he was the Arkansas player of the year at high school. He didn’t 

get any offers so he’d come to Brownfield to work for his brother-in-law—had a gas station up 

there. So while he was there he would go to the high school gym in Brownfield and shoot 

around. The coach came in one day and asked if he went to school there and he goes, “No I just 

graduated.” He goes, “Where are you going to go play college ball at?” And he goes “I haven’t 

gotten any offers yet. He called coach and said get up here. So he talked to him, made him run 

through the paces and said hey you want a scholarship. 

 

JS: 

I don’t remember that, but he was a great ball player. In fact they honored him here last year I 

thought it was really neat. Tech did a good job recognizing him.  

 

DS: 

You always get these interesting stories on how somebody wound up here. In your case you 

wound up here and your younger brother wound up at UT.  

 

JS: 

I was talking to my brother this last Christmas, and I said, “You know I don’t know at the time, 

but dad didn’t have to spend any money on us going to college.” He said it would’ve cost him a 

lot of money back in those days even. You know that’s before the explosion of the dollar and all 

the increased cost to go to school now and everything. Dad was very fortunate and we were too. 

Dad was instrumental in the athletic program out here at Tech too. He was one of the instigators 

of the Matador Club, which was now the Red Raider Club. Also he helped start the Good Fellow 

program which we carried on up until about ten years ago. Developing income to buy toys, and 

apples, and candy for the underprivileged children and deliver on Christmas morning, that was 

always a big deal to get up at three thirty, four go get in line, and get seven or eight packages and 

deliver to those kids. Dad was an instigator in that. I never will forget, one year Texas Tech flew 

to a football game, which was the first football team to ever travel by plane to play, Tech was 

number one ever did that. They were coming back from California on the train, they had played 

out there, and of course dad being in the Western Union knew all about everything, that teletype 

Morse came through and he said that coach Cawthon had slugged a porter and knocked him out. 

Evidently coach Cawthon got into an argument on the train with this porter. They had that fight, 

and dad had a belt made up, you’ve probably seen on television—professional fighting now, if 

the guy wins the championship he gets the big belt, which goes around his waist, it doesn’t fit or 

anything. But dad had a big belt made up—back then in the thirties, and when the team came in 

and they stepped off the train dad was there and they presented Pete Cawthon with this belt for 

the championship fight on the train. That’s going back—that wouldn’t happen now, there’d be a 

law suit.  
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DS: 

You mentioned Pete, and taking care of things when he had to. There’s a book written by 

somebody who used a lot of material from here years ago and it was called Pete Cawthon the 

Gentle Tyrant.1 

 

JS: 

I had that and gave it to David Schmidly that was president at Tech because I wanted him to 

have it. I think it’s in his library, I’d like to have it back.  

 

DS: 

Yeah Schmidly was a great guy wasn’t he.  

 

JS: 

Yes he sure was. We knew all the coaches from Pete Cawthon, to Dell Morgan to Sloan 

[00:32:18] and you know, all those coaches that have been through here. Berl Huffman, and boy 

one of the great, great orators, he’s really a great guy. 

 

DS: 

I’m going to ask you a little bit about basketball and then I wanted come back to all those 

coaches. What was it like playing in the border conference? 

 

JS: 

It was tough.  

 

DS: 

And the traveling, especially like you coming in. 

 

JS: 

Well you know Arizona was in the border conference and boy were they tough to beat. I think 

they are today—they’re the same caliber. I never will forget the toughest thing, you’d get up and 

we’d leave here at midnight on January the first for example, and drive into Flagstaff Arizona, 

freezing cold there always, play that game and then we’d go into Tuscan. This was a three game 

road trip—go into Tuscan and there’d be a swimming pool, sunshine and oranges on the tree. 

We’d lay by the pool, and feel how nice that was in January. We’d play the University of 

Arizona, and then we’d go over and play Arizona State. Arizona State was good, Flagstaff never 

was much, but—and of course they weren’t even in the conference I don’t think. Arizona State 

and Arizona, West Texas State and Hardin-Simmons at one time. It was a good conference. New 

Mexico, and New Mexico State they were always hard to beat there in Las Cruces. UTEP they 

                                                           
1 Etta Lynch, Tender Tyrant: The Legend of Pete Cawthon (Canyon, TX: Staked Plains Press, 1976).  
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were tough. Now we had some good ball games. It was a big, big, big deal to get into the 

southwest conference. I mean that just changed everything.  

 

DS: 

So did you come in your senior year? Or when did you come into the— 

 

JS: 

No, no I was out at Reese Air force Base as an instructor pilot in the air force. I had graduated, 

and Tech was emitted into the conference. But that changed the game just like going into the Big 

12 has changed it again.  

 

DS:  

People say that the success of the football and the basketball team were having back then in the 

early fifties, that’s kind of what lead into y’all going into the southwest conference.  

 

JS: 

Yeah we became more competitive, sure did.  

 

DS: 

Because y’all were picking it up. 

 

JS: 

I never will forget the headlines in the newspaper, “Tech in,” and people threatening Niemen 

Marcus to cut their credit cards up if we don’t get in. Everybody was putting pressure on 

everybody to let Tech in the conference.  

 

DS: 

Let’s talk a little bit about some of the coaches that you were talking about earlier. Tell us a little 

bit about each of them, their personas, what they were like, you know. What lessons you learned 

from them.  

 

JS: 

Well I don’t know from learning from them. Polk Robison was a gentleman, I mean first class. I 

would lay odds in all the years he’d coached, that he was never given a technical foul. He would 

keep his mouth shut, he wouldn’t say anything to the officials, anything. I guess you’d say, if I 

ever learned anything, it’d be to be more like Polk Robison and keep my mouth shut would be 

the best thing I could’ve learned from him. Pete Cawthon was a character. It was fun to watch 

him because if something went wrong out there, he’d take his hat off—and they all wore hats 

back in those days, and throw it on the ground and stomp it. Parade up and down the side line. 

After the game—and this happened a number of times after the game, and they didn’t play good, 
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he went inside and said don’t undress. They’d keep that stuff on, we’re going back out and 

having a scrimmage. I know one work out area at the time—one of the players he got thoroughly 

disgusted. They had a water tower back over to the Northwest of where the stadium is now. He 

said okay you can start running, I want you to run around the water tower and back, and he 

forgot and left him out there. The guy about one o’clock in the morning, he said, “Get out you 

can’t go anymore.” Cawthon forgot to go get him, left him out there running. I don’t think he 

was running much that late at night, but he could’ve been walking.  

 

DS: 

But he was too scared to stop, huh?  

 

JS: 

Just too scared to stop. I remember they use to do what they call a duck walk where you get 

down and you walk like a duck and that is really hard on you. Back in those days they gave them 

salt tablets and a drink of water to go with it but they were dehydrated. I mean it was tough back 

in those days the way they trained those guys. It’s kind of like that Bear Bryant deal out at 

Junction. Pete Cawthon I was impressed one day I saw Pete Cawthon’s picture with Knute 

Rockne, the great Notre Dame Coach. They were good friends. Cawthon, of all my coaches, was 

the most colorful, and they brought him in here to disciplinary the football team. The football 

team had torn up a hotel in Fort Worth when they went in there to play, and knocked holes in the 

wall and tore up a bunch of furniture. They said, “That’s it,” and they hired Cawthon and said, 

“You’re the coach, but you’re also the disciplinarian and you’re going to get this thing straight.” 

That was one of his duties that he took on. You mentioned that campus what was it then-- there 

wasn’t hardly any trees on this campus either at that time, there really wasn’t much.  

 

DS: 

You had less when your dad first showed up here.  

 

JS: 

Oh yeah, yeah it was baron then.  

 

DS: 

You know something you mentioned earlier about last night’s game. So you’ve been in Lubbock 

pretty much your whole life, right? Watching the basketball—can you talk about the evolution of 

basketball here at Tech from when you played to last night? 

 

JS: 

Well I’ll cite you a good example of how the game has changed. That ball club we had back in 

the early fifties, we had a couple of—two or three guys that were dunkers, could dunk. They 

weren’t dunking the ball, and we put on quite a show on the road of continual dunking, one after 
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the other, one after the other. The NCAA said, “All right we’ll let you dunk—” now this was a 

ruling—they said, “You could dunk during warm up but you can’t dunk during the game.” Of all 

the stupid things—I got into a pretty good argument with Bobby Knight about how the game had 

changed, and that it is now a power game, and it’s not a finesse game anymore like it used to be. 

Now I mean you couldn’t even touch somebody that you didn’t get a foul. It’s almost like some 

of the calls they’re making now—if a guy’s driving into the basket and if you interfere with him 

hardly at all you get a foul. Back in those days if you just touched people you got a foul. The 

theory that I had, was that the NCAA I think at that time if they wanted to keep the game the 

same, should’ve raised the rim and widened it just proportionally fractioned to the height. So that 

one, if they raised it high enough you wouldn’t have the power game, and the tall people now 

wouldn’t have the advantage, because you’d raise the goal and the ball would rebound out 

further. The smaller guys would be in the game more, and it would take more finesse rather than 

them coming down and dunking the ball and slamming it down their throats and all that. So 

Knight and I we’re talking about it, and he said, “I don’t agree with that.” He said, “You know 

what the situation is—basketball is for big guys, and golf’s for little guys.” That was his theory 

and my theory was never considered, but I still think if they wanted to keep the game pretty 

much the same they would’ve raised the rim, lined it or proportioned it right.  

 

DS: 

So did you get to know Knight while he was here? 

 

JS: 

Oh yeah I was on the athletic counsel out here when we selected him. I attended a lot of his 

workouts, a lot of his workouts, and I want to tell you it was an eye opener for me after playing 

for Polk Robison. It was very, I guess you’d call it, emotional and very stressful to sit there and 

watch those kids play like he wanted them to play. He’s a great coach, but boy I’m telling you he 

didn’t mess around with anybody, anything. You didn’t talk during the workouts. He was 

walking toward me but there was a player in front of him, and I thought he was coming after me 

and he was going after that kid, I was getting ready to get up and go home. I mean it was 

stressful. It was interesting, but I don’t know if I would’ve played that kind of basketball that 

we’d played, like we were coached. It’s just so much different.  

 

DS: 

So you’ve had a chance to watch a few people. One—in contemporary year’s probably Gerald 

Myers. You probably watched him as a player and then later as a coach. What was he like? 

 

JS: 

Gerald? Gerald’s a cool guy, he’s a calm guy. He and I had an interesting discussion here about a 

year ago, because when I was playing basketball in high school he knew of me, but we never did 

play and he’s way behind me. He said where I got the advantage was that we worked out in the 
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summer, and we were playing organized basketball in the summer. Whereas these other people 

weren’t. He said we started beating bigger guys, and had more finesse you know and they were 

just—he said, “We were in better shape,” and he said, “That coach we had just had the right 

idea.” He said, “man he made us basketball players,” and then of course he just did a great job 

out here at Tech. I think one of the greatest deals that happened at Tech was when they brought 

T. Jones in. T. Jones was a University of Texas Graduate, and was quarterback there, and of 

course, he had that orange color about him which a lot of Lubbock people didn’t like. He brought 

in a winning attitude, he said we’re going to play great teams, we’re going to get beat some, but 

we’re going to learn to win. He got Spike Dykes in, and they did a half decent job. He did a 

really good job in baseball and was there with the women when they won the national 

championship. T turned the program around along with the help of several fine directors like 

Ed—Board of Regents members like Ed Whitacre and Jim Sal and Allen White. Of course, John 

Montford was at the rim at that time as the chancellor and that was a great era for Texas Tech. 

They really leaped frogged into big time at that time. It was kind of like our high school grew up 

in the fifties, kind of pulled everything together and we were all good athletes, and we kind of 

changed the attitude of Lubbock with our sports that we had. The same thing happened out here 

at Tech with Whitacre, and Sal, T and that group of people that were on the Board of Regents 

that wanted to have Tech improve their stature, and it happened.  

 

DS: 

Even like with the Tech basketball team during that era that was the Dickey era when he had 

those great athletes. I mean some of the best athletes we’ve ever had on campus were on those 

teams. They went thirty and two that one year? I’ll never forget I was watching TV—this is 

about you-- but you know so we had those guys. What do you think of Dickey when he was here 

coaching? 

 

JS: 

Dickey was a good coach. He had an assistant coach that—let me see, he was coaching 

Nebraska, and I can’t think of where he is right now but he’s the one that recruited those players.  

 

DS: 

Yeah I was going to ask who was doing the recruiting because those guys were great.  

 

JS: 

Yeah he recruited them. Then we had a university president that I think got cross wise with T 

and Dickey, and anyway that’s where the change came about then.  

 

DS: 

Was that [Robert] Bockrath? Was that after? 
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JS: 

Bockrath was the AD [Athletic Director].  

 

DS:  

Who was the president? 

 

JS: 

Let’s don’t mention that.  

 

DS: 

They can figure it out by the timeline.  

 

JS: 

They had some great presidents out here too. Grover Murray he brought in some excellent, I 

guess you’d say, administrators and teachers. That’s when we got the president’s council started. 

Grover was trying to recruit some really fine professors, and he came to a group of us and said, 

“You know I don’t have funds to give this professor enough money to bring his wife—you’ve 

got to sell the wife.” That’s when the president’s council started. I was a member of it for 

twenty-five years or whatever. It changed when we got a chancellor and it’s now the chancellor 

council. They use that money wisely to help promote Tech, not only that, but I think it helps 

subsidize the chairman and the president. It’s been a good project. That’s one of the things that I 

think that Tech does a pretty good job on. The things I’m really disappointed in—I entered a 

banking business in ’61, and into public relations, and national banking, and correspondent 

banking, and doing PR work. I wanted to do like my dad did and raise money for Texas Tech. 

We’d go out and solicit people to give a scholarship or join the Red Raider Club, and I did that 

for years and years. I finally got into a position when I had my own company to give a 

scholarship for years. I repaid Texas Tech for my education and tried to make it right. The 

athletes in this day and time, some of them are millionaires as you know, and others are very 

successful, but they don’t give back to Tech like they should. It’s disturbing to me that they did 

get their education here, and they are successful, but they’re not repaying what I call an 

obligation. Dad and I worked all these years—dad raised a lot of money back going into the 

thirties, forties, fifties, sixties and then I did the same thing.  

  

DS: 

It’s kind of the way societies changed though, isn’t it? It’s just kind of— 

 

JS: 

It’s the same thing as the united way and the red raider club, you go to the people that give the 

money. Then there’s a lot of minimal wagers don’t get me wrong that give. Those main groups 

of people that give, like the banks, and the super market, all this, they’re big donors. I’ll tell you 
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what, if you give a scholarship and then you buy the tickets and you pay the price, it’s like going 

to a Dallas Cowboys game, it’s expensive. They’ve got it up there now. 

 

DS: 

The tickets last night, I’m sure weren’t—  

 

JS: 

Well the basketball tickets aren’t out of sight, but the football is. The footballs out of sight. 

That’s good, look at what we’ve got.  

 

DS: 

When you played you mentioned that you played in the barn. Shortly after you were here is when 

they raised the coliseum, right? When they first got the coliseum going, and then-- 

 

JS: 

No I never did get to play in that coliseum, but I’m telling you it use to be a knock down drag 

out, I mean you couldn’t get a seat in that coliseum over there. Being in the banking business, 

one of the strangest thing was that in a divorce that people were going through, the wife wanted 

the basketball tickets. I mean there was a bigger fight for basketball tickets back in that era when 

we had Gene Gibson, and we had a great ball club one year when he was coaching—they 

disqualified. They were fantastic. There’s another story behind that. Gene Gibson called me one 

day and he said, “Jimmy you might want to slip out to the workout today we’re going to have a 

little scrimmage.” I said, “Yeah? Who we got?” He said, “UTEP. Don’t tell anybody but come 

on out, I want you to come out and watch this.” You know what that year was? The year UTEP 

won the National Championship.  

 

DS: 

Sixty-six to sixty-seven?  

 

JS: 

They won that championship and I was out there, and I’m going to tell you, I’ve seen a lot of 

coaches and been around, but UTEP’s coach I mean he was tough, tough, tough, tough. Haskins 

would stop that, and go out there, and take those guys out there and shake them by the neck. 

He’d grab your neck and I mean-- of course, it was closed scrimmage, but it was quite a show. 

We had a guy named Norm Ruther, I think did something that qualified on his grades or 

something, or I think we would’ve been there that year. We really had a great ball club.  
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DS: 

UTEP came back that year when they were in the tournament because one of the stops was here 

in Lubbock. In fact, Nevil Shed, a few years ago when Glory Road came out, he was in Lubbock 

promoting it, so he dropped by the office here and we did an interview with him.  

 

JS: 

I remember it was Kansas? Who was it—and the guy stepped on the line. 

 

DS: 

I think it was Kansas, yeah. 

 

JS: 

Stepped on the line. I saw one thing out there in that playoff in that region, I think Norte Dame 

was out here [in] that same region. They had a kid that had some jumping ability, and he left one 

step past the free throw line on a dunk. I’m not believing when I saw that. He wasn’t on the free 

throw line but he was right inside, and he left the air and dunked it from there. Kind of like what 

Smith can do for Tech out here right now. It’s been an interesting transition all the way from 

high school football to college basketball, football, and now to see what happened with 

Mahomes committing to go pro yesterday morning, it’s going to be exciting to see what happens 

now.  

 

DS: 

You know as someone that’s—you’ve worked around athletics most of your adult life—been 

around. What’s it feel like when we have this quality player who you understand why he wants 

to go, but yet it’s hard to replace a Patrick Mahomes?  

 

JS: 

Oh yeah but you can’t blame the guy. He doesn’t really have that much to look forward to next 

year, take the chance of getting hurt. They can’t probably win the conference, and he probably 

wouldn’t be in the running for the Heisman. His decision to me was a very smart decision to go 

pro. Like I say, it’s going be interesting because I’m anxious to have a guy like that play in pro 

so I can look forward to every Sunday and seeing somebody I enjoy.  

 

DS: 

Too bad the Dallas slots already filled.  

 

JS: 

Yeah. [laughter] But I can tell you what, you never know.  
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DS: 

Yeah who would have thought Dak Prescott would’ve been the quarterback this year? That’s just 

never—  

 

JS: 

Really—it’s really been exciting, isn’t it?  

 

DS: 

Even like in high school— I mean in college sports the ’76 squad here—or ’75 squad, when the 

starting quarterback went down and in comes Rodney Allison and leads us to a great finish to 

that season. You never expected that. You just never know what’s going to happen.  

 

JS: 

That’s right. Like I say, he could be down in, doc—is it dark? Is that what they call him? Dak—

dark Prescott? 

 

DS: 

Dak. 

 

JS: 

Dak. Dak could be out in the first quarter and the next game—here you go. 

 

DS: 

That’s why they had to get Romo in last, I guess, so they make sure he’s ready. 

 

JS: 

Well he looked ready didn’t he. 

 

DS: 

Sanchez didn’t. My namesake didn’t look ready at all.  

 

JS: 

Anyway it’s been a good ride, and I’m really proud of Texas Tech. I mean even my brother who 

played at the University of Texas, when Texas Tech’s on he watches Texas Tech. It’s something 

about Lubbock and Texas Tech that you just can’t help but like.   

 

DS: 

Well back when Leech was having all that success, that’s when we first started having this 

college baseball series here. One year they were inducting Jackie Robinson—when they were 

inducting him, and the ones from UCLA that were his representatives showed up. It was an AD 
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in one of their fundraisers. I was talking to them and they mentioned how, during that time, Tech 

was almost America’s college team. They said that even if you’re on the west coast you were 

always checking out the Tech game.  

 

JS: 

There’s a good football player from Lubbock named Johnny Tatum that ended up at the 

University of Texas with my brother and he was a heck of a good football player. He was the 

same way. He’d said, “Jimmy I’m telling you if Texas Tech’s playing I’m on that game. I don’t 

care if they University of Texas is playing, I am watching Texas Tech, it’s exciting.” He did a lot 

for Lubbock, I knew Leech very well and he was really a different person. I was on the athletic 

council, of course, at the time and, of course, there were all kinds of rumors going around that he 

was drunk or things were happening. We spent a lot of money, and finally the rumors—found 

out who was spreading some of them, and got that stopped. They were not true of course. Told a 

fellow and his associate if they started anymore of that, that there were going to be charges. 

That’s when it all stopped. But boy, it was flying around here for several years, two years that a 

lot of antics that were going on that weren’t true. Anyway we got that stopped.  

 

DS: 

You mentioned that episode with Knight when you were talking about quail hunting, which is 

going to take me all the way back to when you were at Tech, and you were telling me about this 

summer job that you had. Can you tell us about that? 

 

JS: 

Yeah, that was a big deal back in those days. My first job with Fulton Pipeline Company was in 

Odessa, laying a pipeline in that network of pipes—pipelining in that area in Permian Basin. I 

was working under the superintendent, and just his hay boy to run errands and do things. I got 

three or four guys from Tech out here—jobs. One of them was a doctor now, and he said, “I need 

a summer job,” and I said, “Well I got one, I can find one job we got if you want it,” and it was 

working on what they call a dope pot. That’s where those guys go out about four o’clock in the 

morning and they got this tar and throw it in this pot and they melt it and its hot, bubbly, you can 

imagine if you got it on your hands you’re threw, you’re not a surgeon anymore. He said I’ll take 

it. They use that dope to wrap that pipe and then put the seal around it. That dope machine was 

following the line they were laying after the welders were through welding all the joints, and 

covering it with all this dope and the covering went around the pipe to protect it. The next job the 

next summer was in Fergus falls, Minnesota. The land of ten thousand lakes, and they never told 

us about the five billion mosquitoes. You couldn’t drive at night down a highway at any kind of 

speed without a deal to protect the radiator from the mosquitoes that were flying into the car. I 

mean it was crazy. The lakes were beautiful, but the mosquitoes will just kill you. We were 

laying that pipeline up in North Dakota, and they have a river called the Red River, and it runs 

north, there’s not another river that runs north. The superintendent told me, he said, “Jimmy 
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you’ve got to go find a boat that will hold the welder so we can lay the pipe across the Red 

River. I went into Fargo-- I think it was—Fargo, North Dakota, and I bet I talked to fifteen guys 

that had boats, said, “No I’m not going to let you use a boat with a welder in it throwing those 

sparks out and all that.” I liked to never get a boat. I finally found a little old boat and he said, 

“Jimmy that’s not big enough hardly for him to stand in. But you’re going to stand in there with 

him and hold it steady.” Anyway I got in that boat and we got out in the middle of that river, and 

he made that final weld. I was holding onto that pipe—I think it was about a sixteen inch pipe, 

and I was holding onto that pipe for dear life trying to hold it steady so he could make a good 

weld on it. But anyway I got paid good, and I got a twenty-five dollar a week expense check, I 

saved that. I had a call from the office manager from Fulton and he said, “Jimmy we can’t 

reconcile the bank statement, where are all those checks that you make?” I said, “Well they’re in 

my locker in my bedroom.” He said, “Go cash those so we can get this thing straightened out 

here in the office.” I wasn’t cashing any checks except my twenty-five dollar expense check. I 

eared the money, it wasn’t any free money for an athlete but it was good training.  

 

DS: 

Didn’t you have another story about the Fulton Ranch being responsible for the pheasants?  

 

JS: 

Yeah. He bought that ranch back in the early fifties, and I think,, if I’m not mistaken he paid 

$17.50 an acre for it. It was grout-y and I mean there was nothing on it. He took my friend Joe 

Kirk [Fulton]—my friend and his son up to—he was so proud of that ranch and it was a cold 

front coming through, and it was dark blue. You could see the old farmhouse frame that was 

collapsed on the old foundation. The next time I went up there he had built him a little cabana 

type thing with an office, and boy it was nice, anybody would be proud to live in it. He built a 

big ranch house on it, and then he built a hatchery on it. Then he built about four or five homes 

on it for the cowboys. He took all that equipment, the only thing he wouldn’t put on it was a 

landing strip. But I mean he had a ranch that was cleaned up, and that was back when the federal 

government had about a ninety percent tax bracket that he was in. He was using all that 

equipment and everything on that ranch to improve it. On that hatchery that he put out there, he 

was hatching out fifty-thousand eggs a year. He had a man that did nothing but run that hatchery, 

there were chucker, quail, and pheasant. To this day this area around Lubbock, Hereford, 

Dalhart, Plainview, Floydada, Friona all these towns have pheasant hunts. I was talking to Bobby 

Lane one time about—he went pheasant hunting and how many pheasants—I told him about this 

pheasant that RH turned loose on his ranch, and of course, there wasn’t any real vegetation or 

crop, so they’d leave that ranch and that’s where they moved all over the west Texas area. Lane 

said, “Well I killed five. I can’t believe that.” I said, “Well I can take you up there and show you 

where the hatchery was, it’s not there anymore but that’s how west Texas got the pheasant 

population.” You used to have to go to Nebraska if you wanted to kill a pheasant or up in the 
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Dakotas. No longer, they have pheasant hunts here every year now. That’s all because of RH 

Fulton.  

 

DS: 

When was that that you were talking with Bobby Lane? 

 

JS: 

When was it? 

 

DS: 

Yeah what years? 

 

JS:   

Let’s see, it was right before he left. It was right before he left because we were in that hallway 

over there at the Spirit Arena and we were visiting about it, visiting about his hunt.  

 

DS: 

Okay. You said Bobby Lane but you meant Bobby Knight?  

 

JS: 

Yeah. Bobby Lane was a good friend of mine too.  

 

DS: 

That’s why I was going to say “Okay.” Because I thought I had gotten it wrong the first time.  

 

JS: 

Yeah Bobby Knight. We had Monday night football parties with Bobby Lane. I met Havlicek, 

Billy Martin, I bet I met—of course I knew Mickey Mantle, Knight had all these guys come in. 

Every Monday night we had a difference place where the host cooked dinner and we watched 

Monday night football. We did that for probably fifteen years. One of the classic things—I was 

in charge of the country club gold tournament one year, and Bobby Lane brought in Doak 

Walker. I hired a group of musicians out of North Texas University that played music like the 

Tijuana Brass. I got a cotton trailer, and we put them on that cotton trailer, and they started 

playing out on the golf course. Here comes Bobby Lane and Doak Walker, and if anybody had 

had their iPhones then we’d have recording of it. They started playing ,and Lane and Doak 

Walker took their drivers out and pranced down the last fairway like a majorette leading the 

group. It was absolutely classic. If you had a picture of that it would be worth so much now 

because it was so unusual.  
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DS: 

What was Bobby like as a person? Bobby Lane? 

 

JS: 

Bobby Lane was a great guy until about one o’clock, and he started drinking. You didn’t want to 

be around him after you know five or six o’clock. But he was a good guy, you’d go over there 

and talk business with him—he did some oil and gas business. He was a good guy but he was 

different. He was one—he’d kind of get mean when he got to drinking, but we had a lot of fun. I 

played golf with Sam Snead in a golf tournament in El Paso and that’s where Havlicek was. Like 

I say, through Bobby Lane I don’t know how many guys—I don’t have time to name them all.  

 

DS: 

Well yeah between Lane and Knight you’ve probably met a lot of—  

 

JS: 

Well not so much Knight, we didn’t socialize that much. But Bobby Lane yeah. Golfing, and of 

course, he was a tremendous gambler. That was another thing that if there was going to be a 

poker game, he’d order a scotch or something there and you’d go back by him about two hours 

later, and that had changed colors because the ice had melted in it—he wasn’t drinking he was 

playing poker. He’s a good numbers man. He made a lot of money gambling.  

 

DS: 

You mentioned that you were in businesses banking was it? 

 

JS: 

Yes, I was the vice president of First National Bank here in Lubbock. 

 

DS: 

For how many years? 

 

JS: 

Let’s see about twenty-four. Then I ended up, I bought the yellow cab company, and I owned 

that for thirty years, from ’78 until a couple of years ago.  

 

DS: 

That’s quite a change, isn’t it? Why did you decide to take on that challenge as a yellow cab 

company?  
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JS: 

Well after so many years in that bank, you need to be in the control group, and I couldn’t get into 

that control group. The opportunity came up, and I just said well I think I can do all right with 

that and I did. Then got into the oil and gas business, and I guess you could say I’ve been half 

way successful. I’m not bragging it’s just that everything had worked out and I’ve been very 

fortunate and blessed.  

 

DS: 

In fact you retired from that yellow cab or you sold it a couple of years ago didn’t you?  

 

JS: 

Yeah I sold it.  

 

DS: 

What made you decide it was time to step back? 

 

JS: 

I’m eighty-four now and I sold it a couple of years ago. I’m having a hard time learning how to 

retire. I don’t particularly enjoy it, but I’m starting to get used to it let’s put it that way. I’m not 

moving as fast as I used to anymore, I’m slowing down so that’s—it’s time to slow down.  

 

DS: 

Do you have a lot of your contemporaries around still?  

 

JS: 

No I don’t. I’ve lost seven or eight very close friends in the last two years. You know, life’s 

slowing down but it’s time. I’ve got a good friend that owned Texas art gallery in Dallas and he 

died several years ago. He would call me all the time, a great Tech supporter, raised millions of 

dollars through art auctions and things for Tech that we had. I’d kid my wife when we walked in, 

I’d say, “See if Berford [01:08:36] called. See if he’d left a message,” but he’s been dead for ten 

years. I’m so used to him calling wanting to know about the Tech football score, what’d you 

think about the basketball team and that kind of—relationships have passed now and we’re on—I 

guess you’d say, I’m on the back nine. Anyway, we’ve had a fun run on this, it’s been interesting 

and it’s been really, really satisfying. I’ve had my play and my part of Texas Tech and I’m so 

proud of them I can’t hardly stand it.  

 

DS: 

What do you expect to come from this year’s basketball team? Since you’ve already—you’ve 

seen them play.  
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JS: 

They’re good. They’re not Kansas, but they’re good. 

 

DS: 

How’s Beard as a coach? 

 

JS: 

Great. Of all the coaches I’ve watched out there, he actually does more coaching than anybody 

I’ve seen. Now don’t get me wrong the others coached, but this guy—you know every week he 

has his seniors and they have lunch together. He got those guys together and they’re not selfish, 

they pass the ball, and they’re not trying to hog the show. It’s just exciting to see that type of 

teamwork. I told a good friend of mine that’s a big donor last night at the game, I said, “You 

know the really big difference in this ball club is they are playing defense. I bet they’re a 100 

percent better than some of these teams that we’ve had out here in the past. They are playing 

defense, they are not selfish, they’re passing the ball, and they have got some athletic ability, 

they’re a good little ball club.” They need I think one more go to guy, but they’re tough. They’re 

really—they’re tough. It’s going to be exciting. The rest of these games this year are going to be 

like that last night—they’re going to be close, they’re going to be exciting and I think we’re 

going to win our share of them.   

 

DS: 

Definitely going to try to win the home ones for sure.  

 

JS: 

Oh yeah, it’s something we haven’t been doing but that was a good start last night.  

 

DS: 

Do they remind you at all of the squads you’ve played on back in your days? 

 

JS: 

No. We played below the rim man.  

 

DS: 

But I meant as far as the team unity and that type of thing.  

 

JS: 

Yeah and I’ve been to about ten workouts, and I’m listening to the coaches and watching the 

players reactions, and boy he’s got their attention. I’ll tell you another thing that kind of amazes 

me is their substitution that they’re doing. I mean they might let one guy in for thirty seconds or 
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a guy in for a minute and a half and then somebody else is coming in, and they’re running—

they’ve got a hell of a bench. They’ve got some players.  

 

DS: 

They’ve got some depth, that’s always key. I think what’s been the down fall for the past few 

years we could go maybe six at best sometimes. It’s hard to stay on top that way.  

 

JS: 

He’s got seven, eight—he’s got about nine really good players out there. That starting five is 

good, and then he’s got four more that can come in and do the job.  

 

DS: 

Well Jim we’ve gone a couple of hours I think, haven’t we? 

 

JS: 

Well it’s been—time flies when you’re having fun.  

 

DS: 

Is there anything I haven’t asked you that you’d like to get on the record? 

 

JS: 

I don’t think so. I don’t know that there’s anything to add other than the fact that I appreciate you 

having me in. Like I say, there’s a lot of history to Texas Tech and we were fortunate enough to 

be a big part of it. That’s the main thing. Dad was a sports enthusiast,, and of course tied in with 

his business and along with the University or college back in those days. I was fortunate enough 

to play for them, and be able to live in a college town. I’ll tell you, we’ve got some people that 

don’t live in a college town and there’s not anything to do, but there’s something to do here 

every night. There’s so much talent in Tech now. My wife’s active in the musical department. 

She gives a scholarship, and it’s a situation that the school of music with all the talented people 

they have here is just unbelievable. They have all kinds of solo performances and things to go to. 

It’s just a good place to live.  

 

DS: 

Yeah if you really pay attention there’s a lot going on.  

 

JS: 

We used to go to all the women’s games and it’s just too much now to go to all the men’s and all 

the women’s. I don’t get around as fast as I used to so we dropped the women’s but not because 

we don’t love them and watch them, but it’s just too much.  
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DS: 

You mentioned you were at the Arena—United Spirit Arena, and that came around in ’96 also. 

Just a few years removed from the national title, and some of the stuff that you were talking 

about. Were you involved with the fundraising for the arena, or the planning?  

 

JS: 

Somewhat. Yeah, yeah.  

 

DS: 

What was it y’all were trying to do back then as far as the next step moving from the coliseum? 

 

JS: 

Well the main step that happened on that Spirit Arena was that the citizens of Lubbock and the 

city, they wouldn’t vote to build one. Jim Sal being the type of entrepreneur he is and the go-

getter, he said we’re going to build something that we can enjoy and build it big enough so that 

we can have regional playoffs. In fact they really kind of over built it. They’ll fill it two or three 

times this year, but still he wanted to do it. I think deep down the cities resentful, but they get to 

hold all the shows and everything out there. That was one of the main stays that Jim Sal did, and 

he asked me one day he said, “How do you like that arena?” I said, “Jim it’s great. It’s not really 

designed for the disabled, it’s a little bit difficult, but I like it.” He said, “If you like that wait 

until you see what we’re going to do to that football stadium.” I never will forget—you’re 

talking about another episode at Texas Tech is that football stadium. They had a contractor here 

named WG MacMillan, his son still lives here, and still, of course, alive he’s still here. Back, I 

guess it was in the fifties, they wanted to expand that stadium, and it was going to cost so much 

to tear it down and do all this, and MacMillan said I can move that stadium on the east side. He 

put it on railroad tracks, and got a little old tub deal and just pulled that stadium back, and they 

dug down. That was a sight to see that stadium being moved back section by section by section. 

They were running a Marlboro ad at the time, which said it couldn’t be done. They should’ve 

tied that Tech stadium into that ad. They could’ve used the Tech stadium, and it couldn’t be 

done. MacMillan moved that stadium and that’s where we started getting the improvement in the 

stadium.  

 

DS: 

It’s still going. To get that work on the West side.  

 

JS: 

The suites—you won’t find a finer stadium, you’ll find a bigger stadium, but those suites in that 

area over there on the west side are just. The ones on the east side are good too but the west side 

are neat suites I think.  
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DS: 

Were you involved with those efforts to endow all the athletic scholarships that they’ve been 

trying to endow over the years?  

 

JS: 

I’m not no, I can’t say that I’m involved in that. I’ve been involved in raising all the money I can 

for the Red Raider Club in giving. Not the endowment part of it.  

 

DS: 

Because you mentioned earlier about scholarships. I know that’s one thing that Del [01:16:51] 

and them really started years ago.  

 

JS: 

Well I’d like to see some of these kids playing pro ball now, you know start coughing up some 

money for Tech, if nothing else a scholarship. They don’t have to endow, but I think what the 

endowment’s what? A hundred thousand for a position now. There’s several of those.  

 

DS: 

Surprisingly, we have more than our fair share of guys in the pros.  

 

JS: 

I know it. I remember years ago when we had the Red Raider Club and we were raising money, 

we had numerous universities come in here and ask how we do this. Of course it’s not the same 

now. Used to, we’d get cards and go work cars, and I’d come see you and I’d like for you to join 

the Red Raider Club. All that has changed over the last ten years. Where we no longer solicit 

people, they just automatically bill you for it. You do have a foundation group that goes out and 

tries to get the money, I guess you’d call them the professionals in the foundation itself here at 

Tech. You’ve got great contributors that give money like the Fullers—Terry Fuller. Terry and 

Linda Fuller have given millions. Jim Sal given millions. People like that have really helped our 

athletic program, and not only athletic, Terry and Linda Fuller have given endowments in music, 

and built a building over here, the petroleum engineering with his name on it. There’s just great, 

great people that do things for Tech.  

 

DS:  

We even have an endowment here from the Sal family.  

 

JS: 

The Sal’s in down here? 
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DS: 

Yeah, we have their—it’s in natural history.  

 

JS: 

Well they’re sure fine people.  

 

DS: 

Well I think we’ve covered up a lot, and maybe we can.  

 

JS: 

Well maybe somebody will find it interesting one of these years.  

 

DS: 

I’m pretty sure they’ll find something interesting. It’s just great listening to you and some of 

your stories. Let me ask just one, was there anything that changed as far as the mechanics of 

basketball from when you played?  

 

JS: 

Oh yeah. You remember when somebody started dribbling behind their back? Fans would 

cheer—not cheer him but kind of boo him, thought he was a hot shot showing off. And they not 

only dribbled behind their back, they were dribbling between their legs now, and the way they 

handled the ball. You know they’re carrying the ball now, and the ref’s don’t call it so you can 

do more. Used to we’d bounce the ball, it wasn’t like it is now that’s really changed. Then too I 

think that the minority race has changed because of their great athletic ability has really changed 

the game. The blacks have really, really done a good job. It’s dominated by them. Anyway, I 

guess that gets back to my argument with Bobby Knight about raising the rim, and he said, “No 

basketball’s for big guys.”  

 

DS: 

You mentioned that change with the race issue, I had no idea I’d be talking to somebody that was 

here to witness that change first hand. Between Tech and UTEP that must’ve been something 

unique.  

 

JS: 

I played—the most two to three blacks in all those years we played. That was ’51, I was there in 

’50 but they didn’t let freshman play.  

 

DS: 

Which schools were playing black athletes back then? 
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JS: 

I think Arizona had one, and I can’t remember if—Florida might have had one. I just can’t 

remember, they were rare.  

 

DS: 

They were rare, yeah. Even the kid at Kansas was rare.  

 

JS: 

Anyway it’s just changed dramatically. It’s gone to a power and it’s lost the finesse, there’s no 

finesse to it as far as I’m concerned. There’s nothing like being a good shooter, if you have a 

good shooter you’re going to have a good ball club. Maybe we’ll get-- Texas Tech women have 

a shooter out there this year. So maybe we’ll get one, one of these days, but we’ve had some 

good shooters but not anything great like some of those guys.  

 

DS:  

Well.  

 

JS: 

Thank you Dan. 

 

DS: 

Thank you very much.  

 

JS: 

Appreciate it.  

 

DS: 

I appreciate it.  

 

JS:  

Enjoyed it very much.  

 

[End recording]  

 

 

 

 


