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Brooks Honored at Association of Public and Land-Grant Universities Meeting 

The meat science professor is given the Excellence in Teaching Award from USDA. 

 

Chance Brooks, an associate professor of meat science in the Department of Animal and 

Food Science at Texas Tech University, received the United States Department of 

Agriculture Food and Agricultural Sciences Excellence in Teaching Award this weekend. 

 

The award, one of six regional awards, is presented to recipients who exhibit teaching 

innovation, excellence and quality, dedication to the profession and to students, and 

professional growth and development in promoting the nation’s food and agricultural 

system. 

 

“It is an honor to be chosen as a regional award recipient,” said Brooks, who holds two 

degrees from Texas Tech. “I thoroughly enjoy teaching at my alma mater and I greatly 

appreciate the support I have received from Texas Tech, the College of Agricultural 

Sciences and Natural Resources and the Department of Animal and Food Science. My 

hope is that I represent the university’s mission to advance knowledge through innovative 

and creative teaching, research and service. I am blessed to work at an institution that 

equally values teaching and recognizes the scholarship associated with teaching.”  

 

As part of the award, Brooks received $2,000 to be given to the college or university of 

his choosing to support and strengthen instructional programs. Brooks received the award 

Sunday during a ceremony at the annual meeting of the Association of Public Land-Grant 

Universities in Orlando, Florida. 

 

“We are very pleased that Dr. Brooks is being honored as a recipient of a USDA 

Excellence in Teaching Award,” said Michael Galyean, dean of the College of 

Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources. “Chance is an extraordinarily gifted teacher 

whose excellence in the classroom is making a real difference in the lives of students. He 

is recognized by CASNR students and faculty alike as the ‘best of the best.’” 

 

A native of Meadow, Brooks earned his bachelor’s degree from Texas Tech in 1994 and 

his master’s degree in 1997, both in animal science, before earning his doctoral degree in 

meat science in 2000 at Texas A&M. He began his tenure at Texas Tech in 2003 after 

three years at Oklahoma State. 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/afs/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/afs/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/agriculturalsciences/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/agriculturalsciences/


 

At Texas Tech, Brooks teaches graduate and undergraduate courses in meat science, and 

his research focuses on meat packaging, food safety and value-added meat products 

through product enhancement and manipulation of underutilized beef muscles. A 

frequent presenter for various organizations and the industry, he has presented short 

courses and programs for, among others, the Texas Beef Council and Certified Angus 

Beef. 

 

“As an alumnus of my home department, I had the opportunity to be instructed and 

advised by many of my colleagues,” Brooks said. “Their mentorship has been invaluable 

to my teaching career. They taught me how to teach and advise students through hard 

work, dedication and servant leadership, and their assistance is greatly appreciated.”  

 

Brooks’ scores for instructor performance have consistently exceeded those of Texas 

Tech, the college and his department, ranking him as one of the top teachers at Texas 

Tech. Brooks also serves as a teaching faculty mentor for assistant professors in the 

department’s peer mentor program and as a mentor for graduate students in the Teaching 

Effectiveness and Career Enhancement (TEACH) program. 

 

He also serves on the Animal and Food Science’s curriculum committee that evaluates 

new course proposals. He served as an adult leader to the Blarney Stone 4-H Club and is 

a member of the Frenship Future Farmers of America (FFA) Agricultural Booster Club. 

In addition, he has authored or co-authored 17 educational publications and videos and 

served as an instructor in 53 educational programs. 

 

Brooks has also been active in research. His work has helped bring more than $15 million 

in research funding to Texas Tech since 2003 that has resulted in 86 referred journal 

publications, 13 proceeding papers, 143 abstracts and seven patent-patent pending 

applications. 

 

“Congratulations to Dr. Brooks for this wonderful recognition from the Association of 

Public Land-Grant Universities,” Texas Tech President M. Duane Nellis said. “Our 

students benefit greatly from Dr. Brooks’ example and the leadership he and the faculty 

at the College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources display daily.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Chance Brooks, associate professor of Meat Science, Department of 

Animal and Food Sciences, College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, 

Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3517 or chance.brooks@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:chance.brooks@ttu.edu
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Burkhart Center Students to Sell Artwork at First Friday Art Trail 

The money raised will go back into the center’s art program. 

 

 

Students from the Burkhart Center for Autism at Texas Tech University will be at 

November’s First Friday Art Trail, selling handmade wreaths, picture frames, jewelry and 

more.  

 

Janice Magness, director of the Transition Academy, home to 15 teenagers and young 

adults who have an autism spectrum disorder (ASD), said the students spend about an 

hour each day working on art projects. Art teacher Maggie Vasquez will create a wreath, 

a pin or a picture frame to give the students ideas, then each comes up with an example, 

looks up images on the Internet and uses those images and Vasquez’s examples to create 

a unique piece of art.  

 

“They’re very creative,” Magness said. “They don’t copy what she did. They put their 

own creative twist on it.” 

 

The wreaths are themed – fall, Thanksgiving, Texas Tech and Christmas – and covered 

with brightly colored ribbons, bows, leaves and other decorations. Jewelry is made with a 

machine that transforms paper into beads. 

 

They will also be selling Christmas cards; each of the students designs a card, and then 

they are professionally copied and packaged so every buyer gets one of each student’s 

card. 

 

“Our students receive art instruction that transcends the typical arts and crafts approach 

many programs use to occupy time,” said Tawny Mills, a vocational instructor at 

Transition Academy. “Our students are provided a quality education that allows them to 

develop and implement creative strategies in all aspects of life. Students within the 

Transition Academy learn to recognize and manifest their inherent creativity in various 

media, expanding their confidence in themselves and how they interact with the world. 

 

“The power of art is undeniable.” 

 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/burkhartcenter/


All the buyers at the Art Trail will get to talk with the students, who will be there selling 

their products. Magness said many people with ASD use art to express themselves and 

she wants them to not only use their art to say something but also tell people about their 

art. 

 

“They have to stand and make a pitch,” Magness said. “It’s good for them to converse 

with people about their art.” 

 

The students will be at McPherson Cellars, 1615 Texas Ave., where social skills 

instructor Chris Ramos, also an artist, displays his work. The First Friday Art Trail begins 

at 6:30 p.m. Interested buyers can also contact the Burkhart Center to peruse the art or 

special order a piece. 

 

“Art makes people use a different part of their brain that inspires creativity,” Ramos said. 

“It is a great outlet to alleviate stress and can be therapeutic on so many levels. My hope 

is that they will continue to use art long after they leave the Burkhart Center Transition 

Academy.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Janice Magness, director of Transition Academy, Burkhart Center for 

Autism Education and Research, College of Education, Texas Tech University, (806) 

834-3725 or janice.magness@ttu.edu. 

 

 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:janice.magness@ttu.edu
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Expert: Texas Tech Professor Available to Discuss Estate Effects of Maynard Death 

 

Pitch   

This weekend, the right-to-die controversy reached a critical juncture when 29-year-old 

Brittany Maynard went through with her planned death through Oregon’s “Death With 

Dignity” law, which allows doctors to prescribe lethal amounts of drugs for terminally ill 

individuals. Maynard had been diagnosed with a terminal brain tumor and publicly 

expressed her plan to end her life rather than slowly suffer from the effects of the tumor. 

 

One question from this form of death centers around its legal ramifications. Because 

many could consider Maynard’s death suicide, does this automatically negate life 

insurance policies, and what happens to her estate? If she planned for retirement, what 

becomes of her plans, such as 401k accounts? Gerry W. Beyer, the Gov. Preston E. Smith 

Regents Professor of Law in the Texas Tech School of Law, is a frequent contributor to 

publications and has authored numerous books and articles regarding estate planning. 

 

Expert  

Gerry Beyer, Gov. Preston E. Smith Regents Professor of Law, Texas Tech University, 

(806) 834-4270 or gerry.beyer@ttu.edu.  

 

 

Talking Points   

 Not only did Maynard go public with her planned death, she became an advocate 

for the movement allowing people to die with dignity, debating physicians and 

conducting numerous media interviews. She even refused to use the word suicide 

because she was already dying from cancer. 

 If a doctor assists the person in procuring the fatal drugs, the term “physician-

assisted suicide” is often used. Assisted suicide in general is sometimes called 

“passive euthanasia” because the euthanizer merely supplies the means of death 

rather than directly causing the death. Assisted suicide can be contrasted with 

“voluntary euthanasia” in which the euthanizer actually kills the patient at that 

patient’s request. The term “involuntary euthanasia” is reserved for cases when 

the euthanizer kills a person out of reasons of mercy but when the person did not 

request to be killed. 

 Could this case reopen the debate about whether physician-assisted death should 

be allowed, and if it is, does it take away the label of suicide? If that is the case, it 

could open up another debate on whether insurance or financial benefits should be 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.law.ttu.edu/
mailto:gerry.beyer@ttu.edu


paid to beneficiaries that would normally be negated due to the fact that many 

policies refuse payment if the cause of death is suicide. 

 

Quotes 

 “The Oregon statute provides that a qualified patient’s act of ingesting medication 

to end his or her life in a humane and dignified manner has no effect upon a life, 

health or accident insurance or annuity policy.” 

 “Suicide, assisted or otherwise, has no impact on the validity of a will or how 

heirs are determined. In the distant past, suicide did make a difference because of 

religious teachings that suicide is a sin.” 
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Texas Tech Professors Take Leadership Roles at Obesity Week 2014 

Incoming Nutritional Sciences department chair Nikhil Dhurandhar will take over as 

president of The Obesity Society. 

 

The newly formed Department of Nutritional Sciences at Texas Tech University is 

positioning itself to be among the world’s leading programs in obesity and nutritional 

sciences with substantial contributions to this week’s annual scientific sessions of The 

Obesity Society at ObesityWeek™ in Boston this week. 

 

Obesity Week is an annual event that brings together experts and policymakers from 

throughout the world to discuss obesity research and treatment. It began Sunday and 

continues through Friday.  

 

Among the contributions being made, Obesity Research Cluster director Naima 

Moustaid-Moussa’s Nutrigenomics, Inflammation & Obesity Research lab is presenting 

on the topic of inflammation in obesity with a study finding eicosapentaenoic acid (EPA), 

an omega-3 fatty acid found primarily in certain types of fish, could reduce inflammation 

and obesity. Graduate student Monique Lemieux, who won an award for a presentation at 

Obesity Week 2013, is presenting the study.  

 

“This work is about added beneficial effects of an omega-3 fatty acid, EPA, already 

known to reduce blood and liver triglycerides,” Moustaid-Moussa said. “Here we have 

shown in animal studies that EPA reduces obesity and insulin resistance induced by a 

high-fat diet in part by decreasing fat tissue expansion and inflammation.”  

 

Moustaid-Moussa serves on the leadership team of The Obesity Society’s Basic Science 

Section. She is one of several Texas Tech faculty members with leadership roles in the 

organization. Associate professor Martin Binks is the secretary-treasurer, assistant 

professor Jamie Cooper is taking over as chairwoman of the organization’s audit 

committee, and incoming department chairman professor Nikhil Dhurandhar is taking 

over as president of The Obesity Society. 

 

Binks’ Behavioral Medicine & Translational Research Lab, in collaboration with 

colleagues at Duke University Medical Center, is presenting work by graduate student lab 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/ns/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/obesityresearch/


members Lori Boyd and Kelli Kaufman on the topic of obesity and sickle cell disease 

(SCD) in African-American clinic patients.  

 

“Historically, people with SCD have been at risk for underweight and premature death,” 

Binks said. “However, as treatments, health and longevity improve, these novel studies 

are demonstrating that obesity is increasingly becoming a concern in this population. Our 

group is among the very first, if not the first, to publish findings on this topic.”   

 

Binks will participate in multiple sessions, including a panel discussion for early career 

development and will accept the Atkinson Stern Award for Distinguished Public Service 

in improving the lives of those affected by obesity through research, clinical intervention 

and advocacy. 

 

Cooper’s Human Nutrition Lab has a number of presentations. Doctoral student Keely 

Hawkins is presenting a study comparing the physical responses to nutritive and non-

nutritive sweeteners of obese adults and adults of normal weight, a subject that is 

particularly relevant now as scientists discuss the potential relationship between artificial 

sweeteners and the risk of obesity. Former postdoc Sridevi Krishnan is presenting on a 

study looking at which nutrients are strong predictors in the development of glucose 

intolerance in elderly populations. The study was done in conjunction with Lyn Steffen of 

the University of Minnesota. 

 

Incoming assistant professor John Dawson will present research examining expectancy 

effects on the accuracy of weight measurement. 

 

Dhurandhar present four abstracts in the areas of human adenovirus as it relates to 

adipogenesis but also improved glycemic control and links between obesity and insulin 

resistance, including impairment in insulin receptor signaling. These studies represent 

cutting-edge research relevant to obesity and future treatments for diabetes. Incoming 

assistant professor Vijay Hegde will be presenting with Dhurandhar. 

 

“This is an exciting time for the faculty in nutritional sciences as we seek to be on the 

forefront in finding solutions to the disease of obesity and related conditions,” 

Dhurandhar said. “Our new department’s expertise ranges from basic and clinical science 

through to community outreach and education, and we have assembled an outstanding 

team to continue to build upon the longstanding tradition of excellence in nutritional 

sciences at Texas Tech.” 

 

Obesity remains a leading health concern in the United States; according to the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention, 78.6 million American adults are obese. That’s about 

a third of the population. Medical care for obesity-related issues costs close to $150 

billion annually and medical costs for people who are obese are about $1,400 higher than 

costs for those of a normal weight. 

 

“Obesity Week is an important event that will bring together researchers and other 

experts from a variety of fields, collaborating to address one of our largest public health 
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problems – obesity,” said Lynn Huffman, executive associate dean of the College of 

Human Sciences and interim chairwoman of the department. “This area is a major 

research focus for the Nutritional Sciences department, and I am excited that faculty 

members and students from our program will be actively participating.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

 

CONTACT: Martin Binks, associate professor of nutritional sciences, Department of 

Nutritional Sciences, College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (919) 485-

9215 or m.binks@ttu.edu. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:m.binks@ttu.edu
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Plant and Soil Sciences Professor Receives  

Large National Science Foundation Grant 

Funding from NSF will allow for research on factors relating to distribution in plant 

communities and environmental spaces. 

 

Jyotsna Sharma, an assistant professor of plant ecology and conservation in the 

Department of Plant and Soil Science at Texas Tech University, will lead a collaborative 

investigation on plant and fungal distributions. 

 

For its study, the team received a $1,135,463 grant from the National Science 

Foundation. Texas Tech’s part of the grant is $593,341. 

 

“In just a few years, Dr. Sharma has developed a plant ecology program from inception to 

an established, well-funded research program that is employing undergraduate and graduate 

students and producing high-quality research publications,” said Eric Hequet, professor and 

chairman of the Department of Plant and Soil Science. “This grant is a testament of the 

high quality of her research. We are extremely proud of her achievements.” 

 

The project, titled “Testing a Microbial-Association-Distribution Hypothesis to Explain 

Spatial Distribution and Species Co-existence in a Community of Epiphytic Plants,” will 

test an overarching hypothesis on the factors that lead to distribution of plants. 

Particularly, the hypothesis states “the distribution of mycorrhizal fungi together with the 

specificity of association influences the distribution of individual plant species, the 

structure of plant communities and partitioning of environmental niche space.” 

 

Testing this hypothesis could lead to methods of plant distribution previously 

unrecognized and improved models that predict the composition of a plant community 

over time. 

 

“We are looking forward to potentially transforming how plant distributions and 

community structure are explained by addressing a question that has been identified as 

one of the most important unanswered questions in ecology,” Sharma said. 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.pssc.ttu.edu/faculty_pages/jsharma.php
http://www.pssc.ttu.edu/


Sharma received her bachelor’s degree in horticulture from the University of Arkansas. 

She conducted graduate research in plant ecology at the University of Missouri and was a 

postdoctoral research associate at Iowa State University. 

 

Her work focuses on understanding the ecological factors influencing the growth, 

distribution and diversity of plants. Her research is designed to discover answers to 

questions regarding plant ecology and conservation, symbiotic plant-fungal interactions 

and plant and fungal ecological genetics. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Jyotsna Sharma, assistant professor of plant ecology and conservation, 

Department of Plant and Soil Science, College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural 

Resources, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-2637 or jyotsna.sharma@ttu.edu. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:jyotsna.sharma@ttu.edu
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State-of-the-Art Autism Education Center Reaching New Heights 

The Burkhart Center at Texas Tech University teaches life skills to students with autism 

and provides education and support to teachers and families.  

 

The day before Halloween, students at the Burkhart Center for Autism’s Transition 

Academy were busy preparing for their Halloween party. Students strung cobwebs 

through the hallways – a few went in search of spiders, though they never said if they 

were looking for plastic spiders or the living variety – painted pumpkins, baked scary-

shaped cookies and danced to Michael Jackson’s “Thriller.” 

 

They were having as good a time getting ready for the party as they had at the party the 

next day. 

 

“Tawny, you’ve got cobwebs on your pants leg,” one student called to vocational 

instructor Tawny Hill. 

 

“I feel like that’s going to be my life from now on,” she responded with a smile. 

 

The students at the Transition Academy come to Texas Tech University five days a week 

to learn new skills, make friends and prepare for jobs. They like Paul McCartney, soccer 

and texting their friends. They are seduced by the smell of fresh-from-the-oven chocolate 

chip cookies and averse about cleaning the kitchen. 

 

They also all have an autism spectrum disorder (ASD), creating a set of challenges many 

adults don’t even think about, like the need to call in sick to work instead of just not 

showing up, how to talk to a supervisor and what hygiene habits are necessary for the 

workplace. These students go to school to learn how to live independently, be successful 

at a job and interact with other people. 

 

On Sunday, the Burkhart Center celebrates one year in its beautiful, high-tech, 28,458-

square-foot building just east of the Education Building. For the first eight years of its 

existence, it was housed in the College of Education. Now faculty, staff and students 

have access to observation labs, a gym for fitness, an art room and a mock apartment with 

a fully equipped kitchen. It offers the Burkhart Center much more room to grow, which is 

all the more critical since it is the only facility of its kind in West Texas. 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/burkhartcenter/
http://www.educ.ttu.edu/


 

“Moving into the new building opened up many doors for us,” Transition Academy 

director Janice Magness said. “When we got this building we were certainly able to 

spread out and do all the things that we really wanted to do with our programs.” 

 

It also provides much the same support that any student wants. 

 

“It’s nice to have a few friends here,” student Michael Morton said.  

 

For the rest of this story, including video of Transition Academy students, click here. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Janice Magness, director, Transition Academy, Burkhart Center for 

Autism Education and Research, College of Education, Texas Tech University, (806) 

834-3725 or janice.magness@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/2014/11/burkhart-center-celebrates-first-year-in-new-building/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:janice.magness@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Hosts 3 Day Startup for Student Entrepreneurs 

 

WHAT:     3 Day Startup  

 

WHEN:   3 p.m. today (Nov. 7) through Sunday. The event concludes with final 

pitches and demonstrations beginning at 4 p.m. Sunday (Nov. 9). 

 

WHERE: Overton Hotel, second floor conference room 

 

EVENT: 3 Day Startup (3DS) offers Texas Tech University students an intensive 

72-hour immersion into how to start a new business. Students learn the 

practice of entrepreneurship, how to form cross-disciplinary teams around 

a business idea, how to evaluate a potential market for their idea or 

product, how to create a business plan and how to pitch their idea to 

potential investors. The weekend ends with a pitch session where each 

team presents its business concept to a panel composed of faculty and 

business leaders.  

 

3 Day Startup is sponsored by the Office of the President and the Office of 

the Vice President for Research. Students are selected to participate after a 

competitive application process. Texas Tech will offer the 3 Day Startup 

experience each semester. The 3 Day Startup provides students with the 

tools needed to start successful companies. More than 5,400 3DS alumni 

from 120 programs across five continents, including programs at Harvard, 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 45 schools worldwide, have 

launched more than 54 companies that have collectively raised more than 

$30 million in investor capital. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Jennifer Horn, director of translational research in the Office of the 

Vice President for Research, Texas Tech University, (806) 549-0551. 

  

  

-30- 

http://3daystartup.org/about/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Texas Tech Knight Raiders Win State Co-Championship 

The university’s chess team earns the title after a strong comeback. 

 

For the second year in a row, Texas Tech University’s chess team, Knight Raiders, 

earned a share of the state title at the annual Texas Collegiate Championships in Irving.  

 

The Knight Raiders tied the final score with the University of Texas-Brownsville for state 

honors and set the University of Texas-Dallas (UT-D) back to third place on its own 

home turf. Last year, Texas Tech tied with UT-D for the state crown. 

 

“Texas is home to three of the top four college chess teams in the nation,” said Texas 

Tech chess coach Alex Onischuk. “Our students performed well under pressure. The 

competitors from all schools were well trained and were trying hard to win. No game was 

easy.” 

 

The Knight Raiders’ B-team finished fourth, with team member Seetharam Marreddy 

winning individual honors and raising his chess rating by more than 150 points.  

 

Last year, Texas Tech finished third in the Final Four of College Chess in New York 

City.  

 

“We are very proud of the continued success of our chess program, and we hope this 

victory provides us with the momentum to qualify for the Final Four next month,” said 

Paul Frazier, assistant vice president for the Division of Institutional Diversity, Equity 

and Community Engagement. 

 

The Knight Raiders will head to the Pan-American Intercollegiate Team Chess 

Championship on Dec. 27-30 at South Padre Island to try to qualify for the Final Four of 

College Chess in 2015. 

 

“This win is another big step in reconfirming Texas Tech as a national leader in 

competitive chess,” said Al Lawrence, director of the Chess program. “It’s also a 

reflection of the excellent work of Coach Onischuk and of the support and 

encouragement we receive from Texas Tech University.” 

 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ttuchess/studentteam.php
http://today.ttu.edu/2014/04/chess-team-headed-to-new-york-for-final-four/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/index.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/index.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ttuchess/


The Texas Tech University Chess program – part of the Division of Institutional 

Diversity, Equity and Community Engagement – offers outreach programs to more than a 

dozen area schools and can provide teaching materials and other assistance on request. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Al Lawrence, program director, chess program, Texas Tech University, 

(806) 834-0997 or al.lawrence@ttu.edu.   

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:al.lawrence@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech School of Law Hosting Ebola Public Policy Lecture 

The event will feature 11 panelists, including several Texas Tech faculty members. 

 

WHAT: “Public Policy Drivers During Global Public Health Emergencies: Focus 

on Ebola” panel lecture 

 

WHEN: 5:30 p.m. Tuesday (Nov. 11) 

 

WHERE: Texas Tech School of Law Lanier Auditorium, 1802 Hartford Ave. 

 

WHO:  Dr. Annette Sobel, an associate professor in the Department of Medical 

Education at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center, is hosting 

a panel discussion regarding the biggest issues facing public policy makers 

and how those policies should be approached concerning the Ebola virus. 

 

 Many of the panelists are from Texas Tech, including Texas Tech School 

of Law Dean Emeritus and former U.S. Army Judge Advocate General 

Walter Huffman, and Vickie Sutton, the director for the Center for 

Biodefense, Law and Public Policy who recently was named to Gov. Rick 

Perry’s Task Force on Infectious Disease Preparedness and Response. 

 

 For a complete list of the panelists, see the attached brochure. 

 

 The panel will discuss various issues related to public policy and Ebola 

from 5:30-7 p.m. Panelists will answer questions regarding the discussion 

from 7-7:30 p.m., and a reception will be held following the discussion. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT:  Annette Sobel, associate professor, Department of Medical Education, 

Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center, (806) 834-0565 or 

annette.sobel@ttu.edu. 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:annette.sobel@ttu.edu


 

Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

                                                                                      

News Release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE: Nov. 7, 2014 

CONTACT: Zoe Bell, zoe.bell@ttu.edu 

   (806) 742-2136 

 

Texas Tech Set to Host Variety of Veterans Day Events 

University honors those who have served our nation. 

 

Nationally recognized as a top school for veterans, Texas Tech University takes pride in 

honoring the servicemen and women who have protected our nation. Surrounding 

Veterans Day, Tuesday (Nov. 11), Texas Tech will offer many events to the Lubbock and 

campus communities to help recognize these brave individuals.  

 

“Recognizing the dedication of the men and women who have faithfully devoted their 

lives to protecting this nation goes beyond one holiday,” said Ryan Van-Dusen, director 

of Military & Veterans programs at Texas Tech. “We should thank service members and 

veterans every day. We at Texas Tech work diligently to support and recognize them 

throughout the year.”  

 

Scheduled events are as follows: 

 

The United States Air Force Band of the West Concert Band  

7 p.m. Friday (Nov. 7) 

Museum of Texas Tech University, Helen DeVitt Jones Sculpture Court  

 

The Concert Band is a 45-member ensemble that represents the Air Force by performing 

for formal military ceremonies, educational clinics and public concerts throughout the 

United States. Members of the band come from colleges and universities all over the 

nation to serve in the U.S. Air Force. Parking is free and the concert is best accessed 

through the west doors of the museum. For more information, visit the museum website 

at www.depts.ttu.edu/museumttu and the Band of the West at www.bandofthewest.af.mil.  

 

Sun’s Up Guns Up! Reveille 5k Scholarship Run  

7:30 a.m. Saturday (Nov. 8) 

Memorial Circle 

 

All funds raised will be used to provide scholarships for veterans and their family 

members. Registration is $25 for Texas Tech Rec members and veterans and $35 for 

community members. Visit http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/mvp/5k.php for more 

information.  

mailto:zoe.bell@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/museumttu
http://www.bandofthewest.af.mil/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/mvp/5k.php


 

The National Day of Remembrance Call  

11 a.m. Tuesday (Nov. 11) 

Student Union Building Ballroom 

 

Members of the Texas Tech community will read names of nearly 700 Texans killed in 

action during the war on terror. Texas Tech also will participate in a national moment of 

silence at 1 p.m. This is the third time Texas Tech has participated in this event, 

established by Brett Morris, Texas Tech University alumna and U.S. Army veteran.  

 

The Road Home: Matador Singers Veterans Day Concert 

7:30-9:30 p.m. Tuesday (Nov. 11) 

Hemmle Recital Hall, Room 101, School of Music 

18th Street and Boston Avenue 

 

The Matador Singers are Texas Tech’s all-male audition choir. The concert will follow 

the life of a young soldier, with songs and text that examine patriotism and pride of 

country, divine protection, longing for faces and places from home, laying to rest fallen 

friends, reconciling with enemies and returning home. The concert will be streamed on 

YouTube LIVE. Admission is free and tickets are not required. This is the choir’s second 

year to perform a Veterans Day concert.  

 

Captain Jerry Coffee  

7-9 p.m. Friday (Nov. 14) 

Lanier Auditorium 

 

Coffee is a 28-year veteran of the U.S. Navy, whose service as a pilot included flying 

low-level reconnaissance missions during the Cuban Missile Crisis, for which he was 

awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. During the Vietnam War, Coffee was shot down 

over North Vietnam in 1996 and spent seven years as a prisoner of war before returning 

to the U.S. in 1973. He is a recipient of the Silver Star, two Bronze Stars, two Purple 

Hearts and two Legion of Merit awards. He is also the author of the best-selling book, 

“Beyond Survival.” This event is made possible by a generous grant from the Helen 

Jones Foundation. The event is free and open to the public. 

 

Texas Tech Celebrate America Football Game  

Nov. 15 

Jones AT&T Stadium 

 

The game will include the football team being led onto the field by student veterans who 

have served in all five branches of the military, recognition of veterans and active duty 

personnel, display of military vehicles outside the stadium and a patriotic halftime show.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Design Program Cancels Denim Competition After Local Mill Announces Closure 
Program director Robin Robison said the design faculty are looking for ways to move 

ahead with the Denim Runway contest for future years. 
 

With the closure of the American Cotton Growers denim textile plant in Littlefield, the 
Apparel Design and Manufacturing (ADM) program in the Texas Tech University 
College of Human Sciences is left without an integral partner in one of its well-known 
activities. 
 
ADM program director Robin Robinson said the department is canceling its annual 
Denim Runway Project. The competition gives apparel design students the opportunity to 
design and manufacture clothing designs made of denim. 

 
Design students would have finishing work done to their jeans at the mill, Robinson said, 
making it a necessary factor for the competition. Students will still learn jean 
construction, but instead of having this finishing work done they will research the 
processes and best practice to gain an understanding of jean construction and finishing. 
 
“Jeans are a very large market, and we do not want to take that out of the students’ 
curriculum,” Robinson said. 
 
American Cotton Growers’ announcement came late Friday, leaving ADM administrators 
investigating ways to move forward with the popular denim competition, which the 
Plains Cotton Cooperative Council, Cotton Council International and Cotton Incorporated 
cosponsor. 
 
“We will look at other opportunities and see what we can do for future competitions,” 
Robinson said. 
 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/dod/adm/index.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/dod/adm/competitions.php
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia


CONTACT: Robin Robinson, director of apparel design and manufacturing 
program, Department of Design, College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 742-3050 or r.robinson@ttu.edu. 
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International Film Series Schedules Two Screenings for November 

An anniversary screening of “Hotel Rwanda” highlights the series slate. 

 

WHAT: Two movie screenings by the International Film Series 

 

WHEN: 8 p.m. Wednesday (Nov. 12) and midnight Friday (Nov. 14) 

 

WHERE: Alamo Drafthouse Cinema, 120 W. Loop 289 

 

WHO:  The Texas Tech University International Film Series (IFS) has scheduled 

two screenings for the month of November.  

 

First on the list (Nov. 12) is the 10th anniversary showing of “Hotel 

Rwanda,” the Oscar-nominated film starring Don Cheadle and directed by 

Terry George depicting the ethical cleansing in Rwanda in 1994.  

 

Two days later, the IFS and Flatland Film Festival will show the Japanese 

gangster action comedy “Why Don’t You Play in Hell?” It is directed by 

Shion Sono. 

 

 Following the screening of “Hotel Rwanda,” Paul Bjerk, an African 

history professor in the Department of History, will hold a discussion on 

the film’s approach to the conflict in Rwanda. 

 

Tickets to each film are free but seats can be reserved by purchasing a $5 

food and beverage voucher through the Alamo Drafthouse website.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Robert Peaslee, coordinator, International Film Studies program, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 834-2562 or robert.peaslee@ttu.edu. 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://drafthouse.com/lubbock/lubbock
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:robert.peaslee@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Alumnus Scheduled for Book Signing at School of Law 

Mark Lanier is one of the school’s most distinguished graduates. 

 

WHAT: Book signing for “Christianity on Trial,” written by Texas Tech 

University School of Law graduate Mark Lanier 

 

WHEN: 11:30 a.m. Thursday (Nov. 13) 

 

WHERE: Lanier Atrium, Texas Tech School of Law, 19th Street and Indiana Avenue 

 

WHO:  Mark Lanier, a 1984 graduate of the Texas Tech School of Law, will hold 

a signing for his new book, “Christianity on Trial,” which takes a legal 

look at the plausibility of the Christian faith through courtroom tactics. It 

follows the format of a traditional legal trial, from opening statements to 

closing summations. 

 

 Lunch will be served to the first 250 guests, and Lanier will address the 

gathering at noon. Copies of the book will be available for purchase ($10) 

and signing after the formal presentation. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Kari Abitbol, director, School of Law, Texas Tech University, (806) 

834-8591 or kari.abitbol@ttu.edu. 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.law.ttu.edu/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:kari.abitbol@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Research Fellow Studies Star Power of Galaxies 

Astronomer Paul Sell finds bursts of forming stars eject gas at very high speeds without 

requiring driving forces from black holes. 

 

A postdoctoral research fellow at Texas Tech University recently led an effort exploring 

the evolution of galaxies and why some evolve from ones full of life to passive, star 

graveyards. 

 

One of the questions that has intrigued astronomers for decades is how galaxies go from 

forming hundreds of stars each year to none so quickly (if tens of millions of years can be 

considered quickly). Studying a small set of 12 rare galaxies using the unique capabilities 

of the Hubble Space Telescope and Chandra X-ray Observatory has provided new insight 

into how this works in some extreme cases. 

 

Potentially powerful, monstrous black holes at the centers of galaxies are commonly 

considered responsible for heating up and expelling gas needed to form stars. Paul Sell, 

along with a group of other researchers, discovered evidence that black holes have less 

importance than the stars themselves in these extreme cases where formation of new stars 

is quickly halted. 

 

The most important stars are the heaviest ones with violent, short lives. They burn 

through their fuel so fast they have a hard time remaining stable and release increasingly 

powerful winds as they age.  Eventually, they collapse when the fuel is used up, resulting 

in the catastrophic explosion of the star, called a supernova.  The combined power from 

the winds and supernovae of these stars heats up the gas and expels it from the galaxy. 

 

 “What we’ve concluded is the stars are the ones that are blowing out the gas, heating it 

up and stopping the formation of the stars,” said Sell, who began this project during 

graduate work at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. “We’re not ruling out the black 

hole because it could be doing other things we haven’t noticed. Rather, it’s just not 

needed. There is enough energy from all the stars to do all this without needing a black 

hole.” 

 

The team’s findings were published in the July 11 edition of the Monthly Notices of the 

Royal Astronomical Society. 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu


 

Two types of galaxies exist. Spiral galaxies, such as the Milky Way, are loaded with the 

cold gas needed to form stars. Elliptical galaxies do not have much cold gas. In order for 

stars to form, the cold gas condenses in a star-forming region. Once the density is high 

enough, stars form. 

 

The biggest stars also are the brightest and hottest, which is why they appear blue. But 

they also die off very quickly, and when they do, all that is left are the smaller, dead, red 

stars.  Sell’s team’s research attempted to understand how galaxies evolve from the 

active, blue, star-forming spiral galaxies to the red, dead elliptical galaxies. Is it the black 

hole or is it the stars? 

 

The intense star-forming episode in these galaxies is triggered by the collision of spiral 

galaxies.  The merging galaxies are producing a galaxy much more compact than the 

Milky Way, but with the same mass that resembles neither spiral nor elliptical galaxies.  

 

In each collision, the cold gas churns together and falls to the center very rapidly to 

produce a massive, compact core.  In the core, the gas condenses to form a single, large 

star-forming region.  There, stars form at a rapid rate, producing powerful supernovae 

and high-velocity winds that heat and expel the remaining gas, thus halting the formation 

of more stars. 

 

The heaviest stars that initially stand out because they are the brightest are also blue 

because they are the hottest.  But they also die off very quickly, and when they do, all 

that is left are the lighter, red stars. 

 

“If you stop the flow of cold gas to form stars, that’s it,” Sell said. “The stars stop 

forming, and the galaxy rapidly evolves and may eventually become a red, dead elliptical 

galaxy. These starbursts are quite rare, however, so they may not grow into the typical 

giant elliptical galaxies seen in our nearby galactic neighborhood. They may, instead, be 

more compact.” 

 

Sell said the discovery forces astronomers to closely examine how galaxies are evolving 

instead of assuming really fast outflows must be caused by the massive black hole in the 

center. He said more work is needed to fully understand what is going on. 

 

“We want to understand how much gas is being blown out, how it’s being blown out and 

whether it’s going to escape or fall back in,” Sell said. “We also want to figure out what 

types of galaxies these turn into. We see a lot of elliptical galaxies nearby. It’s not a new 

class of galaxies, but more that it may be a new subclass.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Paul Sell, postdoctoral research fellow, Department of Physics, College 

of Arts and Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3767 or paul.sell@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:paul.sell@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Set to Host Second TEDx Conference 

Those who have a passion for performing and sharing ideas should apply to present. 

 

The second annual TEDx Texas Tech University conference will take place Feb. 28 in 

the Allen Theatre of the Student Union Building. Texas Tech TEDx organizers are 

looking for speakers and presenters to participate in this conference.  

 

Conference organizers encourage Texas Tech students, faculty and alumni as well as 

representatives from the local community and state to apply to speak and present. Those 

who have a passion for sharing ideas, stories and performances should apply. 

 

TEDx at Texas Tech is designed to increase human connectivity and shared innovation. 

Presentation matter in 2014 included food safety, magic and bodybuilding for the brain.  

 

“The inaugural event was an opportunity for faculty, staff, students and community 

members to share big ideas and learn about the exciting research, innovation and idea 

generation taking place at our university,” said Ryan Reber, TECHCELERATOR 

director in the Texas Tech Office of Research Commercialization. “We believe this event 

can be a catalyst for positive change in our community and can have an impact for 

generations to come.” 

 

For more information on the event, visit the conference website.  

 

About TEDx 

 

In the spirit of ideas worth spreading, TEDx is a program of local, self-organized events 

that bring people together to share a TED-like experience. At a TEDx event, TED Talks 

video and live speakers combine to spark deep discussion and connection. These local, 

self-organized events are branded TEDx, where x = independently organized TED event. 

The TED Conference provides general guidance for the TEDx program, but individual 

TEDx events are self-organized. (Subject to certain rules and regulations.) 

 

About TED 

 

mailto:zoe.bell@ttu.edu
http://www.texastech.edu/offices/research-and-commercialization/
http://tedx.ttu.edu/


TED is a nonprofit organization devoted to Ideas Worth Spreading. Started as a four-day 

conference in California 30 years ago, TED has grown to support its mission with 

multiple initiatives. The two annual TED Conferences invite the world's leading thinkers 

and doers to speak for 18 minutes or less. Many of these talks are then made available, 

free, at TED.com. TED speakers have included Bill Gates, Jane Goodall, Elizabeth 

Gilbert, Sir Richard Branson, Nandan Nilekani, Philippe Starck, Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, 

Sal Khan and Daniel Kahneman. 

 

The annual TED Conference takes place each spring in Vancouver, British Columbia, 

along with the TEDActive simulcast event in nearby Whistler. The annual TEDGlobal 

conference will be held this October in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. TED's media initiatives 

include TED.com, where new TED Talks are posted daily; the Open Translation Project, 

which provides subtitles and interactive transcripts as well as translations from volunteers 

worldwide; the educational initiative TED-Ed. TED has established the annual TED 

Prize, where exceptional individuals with a wish to change the world get help translating 

their wishes into action; TEDx, which supports individuals or groups in hosting local, 

self- organized TED-style events around the world, and the TED Fellows program, 

helping world-changing innovators from around the globe to amplify the impact of their 

remarkable projects and activities. 

 

Follow TED on Twitter or on Facebook.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Ryan Reber, TECHELERATOR director, Office of Research 

Commercialization, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-4190 or ryan.reber@ttu.edu.  

http://twitter.com/TEDTalks
http://www.facebook.com/TED
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:ryan.reber@ttu.edu
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Author Elena Passarello to Visit Texas Tech 

The Iron Horse Literary Review hosts the second writer of its reading series. 
 

WHAT: A Nonfiction Reading by Elena Passarello 

 

WHEN:  7:30 p.m. Thursday (Nov. 20) 

 

WHERE: English & Philosophy Building, Room 101 

 Texas Tech University  

 

WHO:  The Iron Horse Literary Review will host Elena Passarello, author of “Let 

Me Clear My Throat.” This collection of essays captures some of the 

unforgettable moments in the history of human voice. “Let Me Clear My 

Throat” is a riotous deconstruction of the ways the sounds we make both 

express and shape who we are.  

 

Reception and autographs will immediately follow the reading in the 

Foyer of Lecture Hall 001.  

 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT:  Joseph Dornich, managing editor, Iron Horse Literary Review, 

joseph.dornich@ttu.edu.  

mailto:zoe.bell@ttu.edu
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New Associate Vice President for Research Named 

Patricia R. DeLucia was appointed by Robert V. Duncan.  

 

Patricia R. DeLucia has been appointed associate vice president for research for faculty 

affairs. The appointment was announced today (Nov. 14) by Robert V. Duncan, Texas 

Tech University vice president for research.  

 

DeLucia joined the Office of the Vice President for Research in April as a faculty fellow 

responsible for faculty award nominations and recognition opportunities. 

 

“Dr. DeLucia has done an excellent job in our office,” Duncan said. “As a faculty 

member, she understands the needs of her colleagues. She will be a great addition to the 

administrative team in the Office of the Vice President for Research, and I look forward 

to our continuing work together.” 

 

In her new role, DeLucia will continue to focus on faculty awards and research 

development opportunities. She also will continue her teaching and research activities in 

the Department of Psychological Sciences, where she is a professor.  

 

“It has been extremely rewarding to work with VPR Rob Duncan and his exceptional 

administrative team in the Office of the Vice President for Research and to support our 

outstanding faculty,” DeLucia said. “I am honored and humbled to be selected as a 

member of this team. I look forward to helping our faculty excel in research and become 

recognized for their achievements.” 

 

DeLucia joined Texas Tech in 1991. She coordinates the Human Factors Psychology 

Program and is an adjunct professor in the School of Nursing at Texas Tech University 

Health Sciences Center. Prior to her appointment at Texas Tech, DeLucia received her 

doctorate from Columbia University and completed a National Research Council 

postdoctoral fellowship at Wright Patterson Air Force base. She is a fellow of the 

American Psychological Association, the Human Factors and Ergonomics Society and 

the Psychonomic Society. DeLucia’s research program focuses on theoretical issues in 

the visual perception of depth and collision, and human factors issues pertaining to 

driving and health care. In 2012, she received the Texas Tech Barnie E. Rushing, Jr. 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/psy/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/psy/graduate_programs/experimental_human_factors/overview.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/psy/graduate_programs/experimental_human_factors/overview.php
http://www.ttuhsc.edu/son/
http://www.ttuhsc.edu/
http://www.ttuhsc.edu/


Faculty Distinguished Research Award. She serves as the editor-in-chief of the journal 

“Human Factors.” 

 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Pat DeLucia, associate vice president for research, Office of the Vice 

President for Research, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3905 or pat.delucia@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech MBA Program Ranked by Bloomberg Businessweek 

After going unranked in 2012, Rawls College of Business MBA comes in at No. 74. 

 

Texas Tech University’s Rawls College of Business MBA program on Tuesday earned 

the No. 74 ranking among top schools in the United States by Bloomberg Businessweek. 

The Rawls MBA was unranked in the organization’s last rankings in 2012. 

 

Bloomberg Businessweek ranked 85 schools in the U.S. and 27 international schools, 

which is its largest group since the organization began ranking MBA programs in 1988. 

 

“This ranking affirms the hard work of our faculty, staff and students in implementing 

some radical changes to our MBA program the last couple of years,” Rawls College of 

Business Dean Lance Nail said. “We are seeing the payoff to those changes and the 

teamwork that takes place in the Rawls College. Our graduate services staff is first-rate 

under the direction of Mary Frances Weatherly, and Bill Pasewark has done a tremendous 

job in his role as associate dean for graduate programs and research. The ranking reflects 

their hard work and the commitment of our faculty to delivering an excellent MBA 

program to our students.” 

 

The Rawls MBA offers a variety of programs for students, including a science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) MBA, an MBA for working 

professionals, an MBA in health organization management, an MBA for working 

professionals and dual degree MBA programs. 

 

Bloomberg Businessweek’s rankings were based on three measures – a survey of student 

satisfaction (45 percent of the ranking), a survey of employers who hire those graduates 

(45 percent) and the expertise of faculty (10 percent), judged by the amount of faculty 

research in esteemed journals.  

 

Rawls MBA finished with a ranking index score of 41.12 (100 being the best). Texas 

Tech also ranked No. 68 in the student survey, No. 67 in the employer survey and No. 79 

in faculty expertise. 

 

“Some of our country’s great businesses and industry were forged by quality leadership 

and direction from many talented people,” Texas Tech President M. Duane Nellis said. 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/rawlsbusiness/
http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2014-11-11/best-business-schools-2014-the-complete-rankings-table


“Dean Lance Nail and the faculty and staff at the Rawls College of Business are 

contributing to our future through relevant and effective education of our students. This 

ranking reflects enhancements to what was already a quality learning environment.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Michele Moskos, senior director, Communications and Marketing, 

Rawls College of Business, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1413 or 

michele.moskos@ttu.edu. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:michele.moskos@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech to Host International Pageant 

University students are encouraged to participate and represent a country of their choice. 

 

Texas Tech University’s Students for Global Connections (SGC) and the Office of 

International Affairs is hosting The World of Colors International Pageant from 6-8 p.m. 

Friday (Nov. 21) at the City Bank Auditorium, located at 2720 Drive of Champions. 

 

“The International Cultural Pageant is an event that showcases the rich global 

environment that exists at Texas Tech and in the Lubbock community,” said Tracy 

Tindle, international student life administrator in the Office of International Affairs. 

“There are more than 2,500 international students from 110 countries around the world 

attending Texas Tech. This event is a great opportunity for the community to experience 

a variety of cultures while giving our international guests the opportunity to educate our 

community.” 

 

Judging categories include cultural clothing, cultural/talent performance, formal clothing 

and a global intelligence question. Each participant will be judged in each of these 

categories to crown a male and female winner. 

 

To participate, individuals must attend all rehearsals and be in good academic and 

immigration standing within Texas Tech. Participants do not need to be an international 

student to join this pageant. Prizes will be awarded to both winners and runners-up. 

 

The pageant is free for those who want to attend. For more information on the event click 

here, visit the Facebook event page or email mrunali.pati@ttu.edu. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Tracy Tindle, International Student Life Administrator, Office of 

International Affairs, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-7819 or tracy.tindle@ttu.edu.  

mailto:zoe.bell@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/international/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/international/
http://ttu.orgsync.com/org/sgc/home
https://www.facebook.com/events/633756323400335/
mailto:mrunali.pati@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:tracy.tindle@ttu.edu
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Carol Concert a Musical Finale for Carol of Lights 

Many of Texas Tech’s choral groups will perform in the annual concert. 

 

The 20,000 lights suddenly illuminating the Texas Tech University campus isn’t the end 

of the Carols of Lights ceremony each year. 

 

Since the 1950s the School of Music has put on an annual Carol Concert, a musical 

celebration of familiar and lesser-known seasonal songs to conclude the Carol of Lights 

ceremony. Rick Bjella, director of choral studies, said the University Choir, Women’s 

Chorus, Matador Singers, West Texas Children’s Choir and University Singers all will 

perform at this year’s event. 

 

Additionally, faculty members John Hollis, Quinn Patrick Ankrum, Karl Dent, Rebecca 

Wascoe and David Shea will perform. 

 

The concert is at 8 p.m. Dec. 2, immediately after the Carol of Lights ceremony, in 

Hemmle Recital Hall in the School of Music building. After the concert, guests can 

partake of cocoa and cider. 

 

“A choral concert at the beginning of the holiday season has been a part of Texas Tech’s 

calendar since the 1950s when there was a single choir at the university,” said Joe 

Svendsen, School of Music instructor and conductor of the Matador Singers.  

 

The concert will include familiar Christmas hymns “Joy to the World,” “O Come, All Ye 

Faithful,” “What Child Is This” and “O Holy Night,” as well as songs audience members 

may not have heard, such as “Missa Pax” (Mass of Peace), with Shea on the clarinet, and 

“To the Mothers of Brazil” with percussion. 

 

“One of my favorite parts of Carol Concert is the concert’s namesake: the carols,” 

Svendsen said. “The audience is invited to sing along with almost 200 students singing to 

well-loved songs of the season like ‘Jingle Bells’ and ‘O Come All Ye Faithful,’ then 

they get to sit back and let the students treat them to beautifully presented carols and 

songs, both familiar, new and historical.” 

 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/music/newsevents/calendar.asp


Tickets, which can be purchased online or at the door, are $14 for reserved seats in the 

first four rows of the hall and $11 for preferred seating, which is any seat in the front half 

of the hall, excluding the reserved seats. General admission tickets, which are good for 

any seat in the upper half of the hall, are $8. Students can receive a free ticket with a 

valid student ID, which they can get at the door when they arrive that night. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: James Hodgins, director of marketing, School of Music, College of 

Visual & Performing Arts, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-4829 or 

james.hodgins@ttu.edu. 

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/carol-concert-2014-at-texas-tech-university-tickets-13905045365
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:james.hodgins@ttu.edu
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Expert: Even With Other Shopping Avenues, Expect a Blockbuster Black Friday 

 

Pitch 
Retailers loved the recent cold front that swept across the United States, driving temperatures 

down and bringing the first snow for much of the country. Not only did it prompt consumers to 

add sweaters, winter coats and warm boots to their shopping lists, but it reminded Americans 

their favorite holiday is only 39 shopping days away. 

 

Deborah Fowler, a retail management professor at Texas Tech University, has been watching 

retail trends for decades and has good news for retailers – starting Black Friday and even before, 

this could be a blockbuster year. Consumers are excited and feeling more confident than they 

have in recent years, cold weather correlates with increased consumer activity around Christmas 

and retailers are throwing their efforts into Black Friday sales, pre-Black Friday sales and any 

other promotion that will get shoppers through their doors or on their websites. 

 

Fowler is the author of “Retail Category Management,” which focuses on the nature of retail 

processes and concepts. She has partnered with a variety of major companies, including teaching 

a class on retail trends as well as a course that allows graduate students to analyze and present a 

profit-making plan to a major retailer.  

 

Expert 

Deborah Fowler, associate professor of retail management, (806) 834-1779 or 

deborah.fowler@ttu.edu 

 

Talking Points 

 Early indicators are that Christmas shopping has already started. Fowler says the 

increasing trends of online shopping and gift cards means shopping starts well before the 

season. Retailers are hiring more people this season as well, which contributes to 

consumer confidence.  

 Thanksgiving falls much later this year than during a typical year, which makes not only 

Black Friday but every weekend in December heavy shopping times. That also puts more 

bodies in stores before Thanksgiving, which is fueling the post-Thanksgiving shopping 

projections and could mean upward movement for the economy. 

 Even with the presales, retailers are pushing Black Friday sales, and consumers should be 

careful about getting swept up in the excitement and overspending. Credit card debt 

doesn’t help the economy in general, nor will it help individuals and households have a 

merry holiday season. 

 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu


Quotes 

 “Gift cards are another thing that’s changed Christmas shopping, because the day after 

Christmas, everything you bought the day before Christmas is on sale.” 

 “All these factors – the late Thanksgiving, more consumer confidence, just the 

excitement for Christmas has changed predictions for Black Friday this year. I think it’s 

going to be a good year.” 

 “People still really need to keep an eye on their budget. A lot of times we get really 

excited about something and overspend and think, ‘Oh my gosh, what did I do?’ It’s 

really easy with the music and crowds and chilly weather you just become so excited that 

you lose track of what you’re actually spending.” 

 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 

us on Twitter. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Experts Available for Great American Smokeout Thursday (Nov. 20) 

 

Pitch   

At any given time, two thirds of all smokers consider quitting. A quarter will make a 

serious attempt each year – many as a New Year’s resolution. But only 7 percent will be 

successful in the first try. Texas Tech University’s Lee Cohen, a smoking cessation 

expert and clinical psychologist, can explain what smokers should consider before 

quitting as well as what makes a quitting attempt successful. Psychology professor Yi-

Yuan Tang can discuss how a certain type of Chinese mindfulness meditation 

unexpectedly helped smokers reduce tobacco use even when they didn’t intend to do so. 

 

Experts  

Lee Cohen, chairman of the Texas Tech Department of Psychological Sciences, (806) 

834-2530, lee.cohen@ttu.edu; Yi-Yuan Tang, Presidential Endowed Chairman in 

Neuroscience and professor in the Department of Psychology, (806) 834-8688, 

Yiyuan.tang@ttu.edu  

 

Smoking Cessation Talking Points   

 Smoking is the No. 1 cause of preventable death in the U.S.  

 Usually, people require a significant reason to make a change to quit smoking, 

such as a health reason or becoming a parent or grandparent.  

 The exact personality factors that lead to quitting success are not well understood. 

 Smokers often don’t succeed in quitting on the first several tries. The average 

number of quit attempts is seven before someone is successful.  

 Medications can help, but quitters should look at both psychological as well as 

physical issues.   

 

Meditation Talking Points   

 The study looked at the effect of the mindfulness meditation, known as 

Integrative Body-Mind Training (IBMT), on the pathways in the brain related to 

addiction and self-control. 

 IBMT, which involves whole-body relaxation, mental imagery and mindfulness 

training led by a qualified coach, has long been practiced in China. 

 Researchers discovered that by practicing the meditation exercise, smokers 

curtailed their habit by 60 percent. The control group that received a relaxation 

regimen instead showed no reduction in their smoking.  

mailto:lee.cohen@ttu.edu
mailto:Yiyuan.tang@ttu.edu


 According to the fMRI results, smokers before entering IBMT had reduced 

activity in several parts of their brains that indicate impaired self-control. After 

two weeks of IBMT, smokers had significantly increased activity in the self-

control areas of the brain previously impaired. No significant changes were found 

among smokers in the non-IBMT control group. 

 Many of the participants only recognized they had reduced smoking after an 

objective test using measured exhaled carbon monoxide showed the reduction. 

 

 

Cohen Quotes   

 “Quitting any addictive drug is complicated. Quitting smoking is even more 

difficult because it’s a legal drug. It’s associated with so many daily things. 

Smokers often wonder, ‘What am I going to do with all this extra time? How am I 

going to drink my coffee without a cigarette? How am I going to eat my meal 

without a cigarette?’ Typically, it’s part of everything they do, which makes 

quitting more difficult.”  

 “It’s not unusual for smokers to fail in their quitting attempts on the first several 

tries. If you are not successful, keep in mind that you’ve learned something for the 

next time you make that quit attempt. It’s important to look at what it was about 

previous attempts that led you to fail.”  

 “It’s standard to offer smokers medication, but medication alone won’t be 

enough. It’s not as simple as just slipping on a patch. People should get into a 

group with people they can talk to. It’s interesting how someone who tries and 

fails numerous times can be very successful when they’re talking to people who 

understand what they are going through.” 

 

Tang Quotes 

 “IBMT originates from ancient eastern contemplative traditions developed 

thousands of years ago in China and Asia because human beings seek to grow 

themselves.” 

 “I started to study its effects in the 1990s and found IBMT can improve attention, 

self-control, emotion regulation, cognitive performance, immune function and 

brain plasticity. I’m not only the researcher but also a practitioner, which helps 

me better understand this phenomenon.  

 “I think that – like other ways of changing human behavior, such as exercise and 

a positive attitude – meditation is one way to help people calm down, 

reduce stress, improve performance and even understand the meaning of life.” 

 “We found participants who received IBMT training also experienced a 

significant decrease in craving cigarettes. Because mindfulness meditation 

promotes personal control and has been shown to positively affect attention and 

an openness to internal and external experiences, we believe that meditation may 

be helpful for coping with symptoms of addiction.” 
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Texas Tech Climate Scientist Named to  

Foreign Policy’s 100 Leading Global Thinkers of 2014 

Katharine Hayhoe was honored for her work in education and climate change. 

 
A Texas Tech University climate scientist has been named by editors of Foreign Policy 

magazine as one of the publication’s 100 Leading Global Thinkers of 2014. 

 

Katharine Hayhoe, director of the university’s Climate Science Center, will receive the 

award today (Nov. 17) during an event in Washington, D.C., and will be featured in the 

magazine and on the publication’s website. Earlier this year, she was named to the 2014 

TIME 100, the annual list of the most influential people in the world. 

 

“I am honored to be named to a list that has always included so many outstanding leaders 

in the fields of climate science and sustainability,” Hayhoe said. “We need global 

thinkers from every continent and field of study to help us prepare for a changing climate, 

and to develop the technological and policy innovations we need to leave behind the 

outdated and polluting sources of energy that are causing this problem.” 

 

Each autumn, Foreign Policy’s editors make a list of people who, during that year, made 

a measurable difference in politics, business, technology, the arts, science and other 

areas. After compiling thousands of names, they hash out the list. Hayhoe was named to a 

category called “The Naturals,” which includes people who help others become better 

stewards of the planet. 

 

This year’s issue focuses on the events that disrupted the global order – for better or for 

worse. In a year when Russia annexed Crimea and the Islamic State redefined the very 

nature of terrorism, a group of Indian scientists and engineers also showed the world how 

to send a spacecraft to Mars on a budget, and a Japanese naturalist demonstrated how 

trees could be used to mitigate the worst consequences of climate change. In this issue 

Foreign Policy celebrates those who have meaningfully contributed to improving the 

global community, and acknowledge the impact of those who have disrupted it. 

 

Hayhoe’s research focuses on assessing the impacts of climate change at the regional-to-

local scale and translating this science into input for relevant, informed policy. In 

addition to helping cities, states and federal agencies throughout the country prepare for a 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/artsandsciences/csc/
http://globalthinkers.foreignpolicy.com/#naturals/detail/dasgupta-ramanathan-hayhoe


changing climate, she is also a principal investigator for the Department of Interior’s 

South-Central Climate Science Center, whose goal is to provide resource managers with 

the tools and information they need to address the impacts of climate change.  

 

Her outreach includes sharing the relevance of climate change with those affected by it 

here in the United States and around the world. Particularly, she is concerned with 

highlighting the plight of the poor and vulnerable, who will be disproportionately 

affected by a changing climate. 

 

Foreign Policy is the leading international source for global news, providing an evolving 

network of world-leading insights and analysis coupled with rapidly expanding original 

reporting. It is published bimonthly in print and daily online by the Slate Group, a 

division of the Washington Post Co. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Katharine Hayhoe, associate professor and director of the Climate 

Science Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-8665, or katharine.hayhoe@ttu.edu 

 

http://www.southcentralclimate.org/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:katharine.hayhoe@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech University Hosts Research Carnival 

The event occurs Tuesday in the Student Union Building Ballroom. 

 

WHAT: Texas Tech University Research Carnival 

 

WHEN: 2-5 p.m. Tuesday (Nov. 18) 

 

WHERE: Texas Tech Student Union Building Ballroom  

 

EVENT:  The second annual research carnival showcases research being conducted 

by faculty, graduate and undergraduate students. The researchers will 

present their findings using visual and tangible examples and materials. 

Event sponsors include the Honors College, the Center for the Integration 

of STEM Education and Research (CISER), and the Center for Active 

Learning and Undergraduate Engagement (CALUE). The event is 

organized by students involved in the CISER Scholar Service 

Organization. 

 

 The event is free and open to the entire university as well as area high 

school students. Attendees will have the opportunity to play life-sized 

chess against members of the Texas Tech Chess Program. Science 

Spectrum representatives also will be in attendance. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT:  Philip Jarrett, president, Scholar Service Organization, Center for the 

Integration of STEM Education and Research, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-

2883 or philip.jarrett@ttu.edu. 

mailto:emily.e.gardner@ttu.edu
http://www.tturesearchcarnival.com/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/honors/
http://www.ciser.ttu.edu/
http://www.ciser.ttu.edu/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/calue/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/calue/
http://www.ciser.ttu.edu/student-research-opportunities/scholar-service-organization-sso/
http://www.ciser.ttu.edu/student-research-opportunities/scholar-service-organization-sso/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ttuchess/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:philip.jarrett@ttu.edu
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Family and Consumer Sciences Education Program Creates Advisory Board 

The board, composed of teachers, faculty, students and community members, aims to 

collaborate on issues facing the educational community. 

 

The Texas Tech University Family and Consumer Sciences Education (FCSE) program 

created an advisory board to develop a collaborative partnership to identify important 

issues and trends facing secondary FCS programs, Texas Tech’s FCSE program and the 

Texas AgriLife Extension program.  

FCSE assistant professor Roxie Godfrey spearheaded the board after getting feedback 

from teachers and student teachers in the district in the last three years. Members of the 

board will serve a two-year term and represent a diverse group including secondary 

school teachers, Texas AgriLife Extension, county extension agents, a career and 

technical education director, a student services coordinator, and various Texas Tech 

students and employees, including an FCS curriculum director, FCSE educators, FCSE 

graduate students and three College of Human Sciences (COHS) development officers. 

Members of the board are: 

 Nancy Moore, teacher, Anton High School 

 Stephanie Rogers, teacher, Abernathy High School  

 Katy Baker, teacher, Lubbock Cooper High School 

 Ivanka Boling, teacher, Atkins Middle School 

 Teresa Leos, teacher, Lubbock High School 

 Michael Clawson, Texas AgriLife district extension administrator, Lubbock  

 Ronda Alexander, Lubbock County extension agent, 4-H 

 Mandi Seaton, Lamb County extension agent, Littlefield 

 Brittany Coop, Better Living for Texans, AgriLife Extension assistant director, 

Weatherford 

 Lynn Melton, student services coordinator, Slaton ISD 

 Jill Berset, career & technical education director, Lubbock ISD 

 Leslie McClure, COHS coordinator for college events  

 Melissa Wofford, COHS director of marketing/communications  

 Casey Carson, COHS development officer  

mailto:melissa.wofford@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/fcse/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hs/


 Arnessa Dotson, FCSE graduate student 

 Elizabeth Espino, FCSE graduate student 

 Patti Rambo, FCS curriculum director 

 Karen Alexander, associate professor 

 Barbara Allison, associate professor 

 Roxie Godfrey, assistant professor 

 

The first FCSE Advisory Board met Oct. 3 at Skyviews restaurant. Attendees were asked 

to share a short introduction and their connection to family and consumer sciences.  

Graduate student Elizabeth Espino gave a presentation: “The Importance of a FCSE 

Advisory Board and Building a Community of Professionals.” Each member contributed 

valuable career experiences and shared new perspectives and ideas for the field of family 

and consumer sciences. 

 

“We look forward to working with colleagues in developing this collaborative 

partnership for the growth of family and consumer sciences programs and appreciate their 

time and effort in working with us,” Godfrey said. 

 

The next meeting is April 23 at the Cottage on the Texas Tech campus. Longtime FCS 

educator Joyce Miles will attend and pay tribute to Ellen Swallow Richards, the 19th-

century scientist who started home economics more than 100 years ago.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Roxie Godfrey, assistant professor of family and consumer sciences 

education, College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-4395 or 

roxie.godfrey@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:roxie.godfrey@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Receives Eighth Military Recognition This Year 

The university’s Military and Veterans Programs is nationally  

recognized for strong efforts with service members.  

 

Texas Tech University recently received its eighth national military recognition this year, 

being ranked one of the 2015 Best for Vets from Military Times. The university is ranked 

as one of the top 140 higher education institutions in the nation for veterans, coming in at 

No. 19, and is one of only three universities in Texas to be ranked in the top 20.  

 

Angelo State University, which is a part of the Texas Tech University System, also is 

included in the list at No. 31.  

 

“This has been a big year for the university’s Military and Veterans Programs,” said 

Texas Tech President M. Duane Nellis. “Texas Tech is honored to receive yet another 

military recognition, and I commend our faculty and staff on providing a strong support 

system for our veterans and veteran families.” 

 

The ranking is based off schools’ survey responses and data compiled by the U.S. 

Education Department, including academic success measures. Each institution was 

evaluated in five categories: university culture, academic quality, student support, 

academic policies and financial aid. Other factors in the ranking include: 

 

 2013 enrollment data  

 Staff support 

 Academic support 

 Extracurricular programs 

 Graduation rate 

 

Texas Tech’s Military and Veterans Programs (MVP) is a one-stop shop that provides 

direct assistance for military personnel, veterans and dependents of veterans to create a 

seamless transition from military to civilian life, including the application process, 

financial aid, advising and registering for classes and offers campus and community 

resources.  

 

http://projects.militarytimes.com/jobs/best-for-vets/2015/colleges/4-year/


MVP currently serves more than 1,800 military students and provides instant access to 

advising and support with more than 350 veteran faculty and staff around campus.  

 

“Again, this is a testament to this great university’s commitment to the men and women 

who have fought so valiantly for this great nation,” said Ryan Van Dusen, MVP director.  

“Awards and accolades are small things that acknowledge our efforts. However, it’s the 

things that occur behind the scenes that truly separates Texas Tech University from the 

campuses across the nation in regard to service to veterans and their families.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Ryan Van Dusen, director, Military and Veterans Programs, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 742-6877 or ryan.van-dusen@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:ryan.van-dusen@ttu.edu
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School of Music Hosting Band Spectacular Concert 

The concert includes performances from concert bands and The Goin’ Band from 

Raiderland. 

 

WHAT:  The Texas Tech University Band Spectacular Concert 

 

WHEN:  7:30 p.m. Sunday (Nov. 23) 

 

WHERE:             Hemmle Recital Hall, School of Music, Texas Tech  

  

EVENT:  The free concert will feature the three university concert bands, 

chamber ensembles and The Goin’ Band from Raiderland. Doors 

open at 7 p.m. Parking is free and is on a first-come, first-served 

basis. Tickets are not needed. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT:  James Hodgins, director of marketing, School of Music, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 834-4829 or james.hodgins@ttu.edu. 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Texas Tech Named a Top Five School for Online Computer Science Degrees 
Texas Tech is one of the best schools in the nation to receive an online master’s degree in 

computer science. 
 

Texas Tech University was ranked fifth in the nation as one of the best colleges for online 
master’s degrees in computer science. 
 
The list by Computer Science Online features 43 universities and institutes that stood out 
after analyzing criteria such as online tuition cost, job placement for graduates, academic 
and career counseling services and ABET accreditation.  
 
The schools were noted for providing flexible learning and academic rigor in one of the 
fastest-growing industries today. They exceeded their peer schools by having online 
master’s programs that are both affordable and accessible, all while maintaining the same 
quality as their campus-based counterparts.  
 
Texas Tech offers three online computer science master’s programs as well as several 
graduate certificates. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 

CONTACT: Rattikorn Hewett, professor and chair, Department of Computer 
Science, Whitacre College of Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0899 or 
rattikorn.hewett@ttu.edu. 

mailto:cara.vandergriff@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:rattikorn.hewett@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Participates in Hands of Hope Collection Drive 

Items collected will benefit residents at Women’s Protective Services.  

 

Texas Tech University’s Women’s Studies Program is participating in the Hands of Hope 

Collection Drive benefiting residents at Women’s Protective Services of Lubbock. The 

drive is designed to bring awareness to Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 

 

Hands of Hope Collection Drive is looking for blankets, pillows, towels, female hygiene 

products, diapers, toilet paper, laundry supplies, office supplies, sewing kits, basic 

toiletry items and basic kitchen items. For a complete list of items, visit the Women’s 

Studies Program website.  

 

“Over the past four years we have provided the campus community an opportunity to 

donate items to help residents at Women’s Protective Services of Lubbock,” said Tricia 

Earl, unit coordinator of the Women’s Studies Program. “Each semester we notice more 

and more people willing and able to give. For some, making a donation is their way of 

showing solidarity to the residents by giving. Others have told us they have been or know 

someone that has been in need, and they feel this is their way of making a difference.”  

 

Donations can be dropped off from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday in the Women’s 

Studies office, Room 125 in Doak Hall. Individuals also can call (806) 742-4335 to 

schedule a drop off. Donations will be accepted through Dec. 1, however, they are 

accepted continually at Women’s Protective Services.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Tricia Earl, unit coordinator, Women’s Studies Program, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 742-4335 or patricia.a.earl@ttu.edu.  

mailto:zoe.bell@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/wstudies/index.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/wstudies/index.php
http://www.wpslubbock.org/
http://www.ncadv.org/takeaction/DomesticViolenceAwarenessMonth.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/wstudies/events_handsofhope.php
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:patricia.a.earl@ttu.edu
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Ruthie Nellis Named Chair of APLU Council 

Texas Tech President’s wife is chairwoman of the Council of Presidents’ & Chancellors’ 

Spouses/Partners. 

 

Ruthie Nellis, wife of Texas Tech University President M. Duane Nellis, has been named 

chairwoman of the Association of Public and Land-Grant Universities’ (APLU) Council 

of Presidents’ & Chancellors’ Spouses/Partners.  

 

The council is composed of the spouses of chief executive officers at member 

institutions. It facilitates communication among spouses, promotes public affairs 

programs and projects and provides a source of advice and counsel to spouses on issues 

of common concern, particularly through programs at the APLU annual meeting. As 

chairwoman of this council, Nellis also is a member of the APLU Board of Directors.  

 

Nellis graduated from Montana State with graduate work at Emporia State University and 

has been active in all the universities for which President Nellis has worked. She worked 

in commercialization ventures at Kansas State and was the project manager for a new 

library and director of the medical school library at West Virginia. At the University of 

Idaho she was co-head of the Operation-Education program, which allowed disabled 

veterans and their beneficiaries to attend the university at a low cost.  

 

President Nellis and his wife have been married for 39 years and have two sons, Jonathan 

and Jason.  

 

Those with questions about the council should contact Allison White at awhite@aplu.org.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications & 

Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-4129 or chris.cook@ttu.edu.  

mailto:zoe.bell@ttu.edu
mailto:awhite@aplu.org
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:chris.cook@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Engineers Discover New Method to Determine  

Surface Properties at the Nanoscale 

As machines get smaller, knowing characteristics can make huge engineering differences. 

 
Engineering researchers at Texas Tech University have developed a method for 

characterizing the surface properties of materials at different temperatures at the 

nanoscale. 

 

Knowing properties of materials at different temperatures is important in engineering, 

said Gregory McKenna, a professor of chemical engineering and the John R. Bradford 

Endowed Chair in Engineering. For example, the rubber O-ring that failed during the 

1986 space shuttle disaster serves at a tragic case study of what can go wrong when 

decision-makers don’t take this into account. 

 

The problem, he said, is known properties of a material can radically change at the 

nanoscale – a tiny scale about 1/1000 of the diameter of a human hair at which scientists 

have begun building machines that do work. McKenna and graduate student Meiyu Zhai 

looked at several polymers and explosive materials to see how surface properties varied 

at the nanoscale and how the surface impacts the nanoscale properties. 

 

Their first results on the “multi-curve method” appeared in the peer-reviewed journal, 

Journal of Polymer Science Part B: Polymer Physics and was highlighted in Advances in 

Engineering. 

 

“The nanoscale is a funny range of sizes where materials have properties that are not 

what we expect, even at a step up at the microscale,” he said. “We are developing 

methods to characterize surface properties and relate them to nanoscale behavior using a 

nanoindenter and other nano-mechanical measurement methods.” 

 

In nanoindentation, researchers can investigate both the elastic properties (how materials 

spring back when pushed) or the viscous properties (how the material flows). The group 

has found several surprising results: For example, in other work, the team found 

extremely thin polycarbonate films become liquid-like at the nanoscale, while they are 

glassy at the macroscopic size scale. Nanoindentation can be used to relate surface 

properties to this observation. 



 

As machines get smaller and smaller, McKenna said, knowing this information can be 

invaluable to future engineers. 

 

The nanoindentation project was funded by The Office of Naval Research. The 

researchers also are funded by the National Science Foundation and the American 

Chemical Society-Petroleum Research Fund. 

 

To see the multi-curve study, click https://advanceseng.com/chemical-

engineering/viscoelastic-modeling-nanoindentation-experiments-multicurve-method/ 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Gregory McKenna, professor of chemical engineering and the John R. 

Bradford Endowed Chair in Engineering, Department of Chemical Engineering, 

Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3553 or greg.mckenna@ttu.edu. 

 

https://advanceseng.com/chemical-engineering/viscoelastic-modeling-nanoindentation-experiments-multicurve-method/
https://advanceseng.com/chemical-engineering/viscoelastic-modeling-nanoindentation-experiments-multicurve-method/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Texas Tech’s Sigma Delta Pi Hosts Spanish Spelling Championship 

This is the fourth annual spelling championship the university chapter has hosted. 

 

WHAT: Fourth Annual Spanish Spelling Bee Championship  

 

WHEN: 9 a.m., Saturday (Nov. 22) 

 

WHERE: Auditorium, International Cultural Center, Texas Tech University 

  601 Indiana Ave.   

 

WHO: Texas Tech University’s Alpha Phi chapter of Sigma Delta Pi is hosting 

the Lubbock Spanish Spelling Bee. Competing schools consist of 

McWhorter Elementary School, Ramirez Charter School, Roscoe Wilson 

Elementary School, Willow Bend Elementary School, Atkins Middle 

School, J.T. Hutchinson Middle School, Laura Bush Middle School and 

Talkington School for Young Women Leaders. 

 

 All participants in the championship and their schools receive certificates. 

The first place winner receives $75, the second place winner receives $50 

and the third place winner receives $25. All three winners and the winning 

school also receive plaques.  

 

 The guest of honor will be Berta Fogerson, principal at Talkington School 

for Young Women Leaders. Sponsors for this event include Texas Tech 

Division of Undergraduate Education & Student Affairs and the Texas 

Tech Student Government Association. 

 

 Lunch will follow the competition.  

 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT:  Comfort Pratt, associate professor, Department of Curriculum and 

Instruction, College of Education, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5710 or 

c.pratt@ttu.edu.  

mailto:zoe.bell@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/uesa/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sga/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sga/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:c.pratt@ttu.edu
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Researchers Create New Company to Optimize Wind Plant Performance 

The technology is licensed through Office of Research Commercialization. 

 

To harness the wind – it is not a question of “if” rather, “when.” 

 

A patent-pending concept developed at Texas Tech University could make it happen for 

wind plants around the world.  

 

“Many wind farms are not producing as much power as we would expect,” said John 

Schroeder, professor of atmospheric sciences. “With a better understanding of how 

turbines interact with each other, we may be able to make small adjustments that could be 

worth millions.” 

 

Texas Tech is home to the National Wind Institute, the nation’s leader in research 

through an interdisciplinary approach to all things wind. Schroeder and research 

professors Brian Hirth and Jerry Guynes are the inventors on two recently filed U.S. 

patent applications for the optimization of wind plant performance through the use of 

radar technology and associated analysis techniques. 

 

“Dr. Schroeder’s work is an example of how Texas Tech basic research innovation can 

have a profound impact on the marketplace,”  said Robert V. Duncan, vice president for 

research. “We have been doing important fundamental research in wind since 1970, and 

this is one example of how long-term basic research leads to new economic 

opportunities.” 

 

The patent rights are licensed to SmartWind Technologies LLC, a technology 

development and service company founded by Schroeder, Hirth and Guynes, specializing 

in providing products, software and knowledge to measure and analyze wind energy 

relevant complex flows.  

 

“The idea is to take what we’ve been doing in the research realm and, through the 

company, provide a commercial vehicle to offer it to industry that can benefit from it,” 

Schroeder said. “It is technology developed at Texas Tech, licensed and ready to be used 

by industry.” 

 

mailto:karin.slyker@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/nwi/about/personnel/staff/john-schroeder.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/nwi/about/personnel/staff/john-schroeder.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/nwi/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/nwi/about/Personnel/staff/brian-hirth.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/nwi/about/Personnel/staff/jerry-guynes.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/vpr/office/staff/robert_v_duncan.php
http://www.smartwindtech.com/


The patents include the use of radar technologies and subsequent analysis concepts for 

wind energy applications.  Using the enhanced information about flow conditions enables 

proactive controls to be developed that can minimize turbine-to-turbine interaction and 

maximize power generation, Schroeder said. 

 

The patents were filed by the Office of Research Commercialization, an office of Texas 

Tech that works with researchers and business partners to help translate research 

discoveries into commercial applications and successfully bring them to market.  

 

“As a public research university we have a responsibility to find commercial partners that 

want to apply our technologies to solve real-world problems,” said Russell Thomasson, 

associate vice president for research commercialization.  “In this case, the wind research 

that was completed at the National Wind Institute created intellectual property that was 

licensed to a local start-up company.  They are working with large, national wind 

generation companies to make wind energy more efficient for everyone.”   

 

“It benefits wind energy, it benefits society and it benefits Texas Tech,” Schroeder said. 

“The endpoint of this research and commercialization process will have an impact well 

beyond the university.”  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: John Schroeder, professor of atmospheric science, Department of 

Geosciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5678 or john.schroeder@ttu.edu. 

 

 

http://www.texastech.edu/offices/research-and-commercialization/
http://www.texastech.edu/offices/research-and-commercialization/staff.php
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:john.schroeder@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Faculty String Quartet Continuing Beethoven Performances 

The concert is part of a series featuring Beethoven’s early string quartets. 

 

WHAT: The Texas Tech University Faculty String Quartet is performing its 

second in a three-part series of Beethoven’s early string quartets 

next week. The quartet will play two string quartets. Admission is 

free and open to the public. 

 

The Faculty String Quartet includes Annie Chalex Boyle and John 

Gilbert, violins; Kimberly Sparr, viola; and Jeffrey Lastrapes, 

cello. All six Opus 18 String Quartets are excellent examples of 

Beethoven’s compositional mastery and musical expression.  

 

The final performance in the series will be April 9 in Hemmle 

Recital Hall. 

 

WHEN:  8 p.m. Tuesday (Nov. 25) 

 

WHERE:  St. Paul’s on the Plains Episcopal Church, 1510 Ave. X 

 

    

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT:  Kimberly Sparr, assistant professor of viola, School of Music, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 742-2270 or k.sparr@ttu.edu.  

 

mailto:heidi.toth@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:k.sparr@ttu.edu
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International Film Series Schedules Final Screening of Fall Semester 

“Rare Exports: A Christmas Tale” puts a new twist on Christmas theme. 

 

WHAT: Final International Film Series fall semester screening 

 

WHEN: 9 p.m. Tuesday (Dec. 2) 

 

WHERE: Alamo Drafthouse Cinema, 120 W. Loop 289 

 

WHO:  The Texas Tech University International Film Series has scheduled its last 

screening of the fall season. 

 

 “Rare Exports: A Christmas Tale” is a Finnish horror-fantasy-thriller that 

tells the story of individuals living near the Korvatunturi Mountain in 

northern Finland who uncover the secret behind Santa Claus. 

 

 “A Christmas Tale” was named Best Motion Picture at the Stiges Film 

Festival in 2010 and has become an Alamo Drafthouse tradition.  

 

Reserved seats are available through Alamo Drafthouse for $5 and can be 

exchanged for $5 worth of food/beverage vouchers for use inside the 

theatre. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Robert Peaslee, coordinator, International Film Studies program, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 834-2562 or robert.peaslee@ttu.edu. 

 

 

mailto:george.watson@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:robert.peaslee@ttu.edu
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Burkhart Center Celebrates First Year in New Building 
The autism treatment and research facility houses a Transition Academy for young adults, 

an early intensive intervention program, a behavioral clinic and a grant and research center. 
By Heidi Toth 

   
The day before Halloween, the students at the Burkhart Center for Autism’s Transition 
Academy were busy preparing for their Halloween party. Students strung cobwebs through 
the hallways – a few went in search of spiders, though they never said if they were looking 
for plastic spiders or the living variety – painted pumpkins, baked scary-shaped cookies 
and danced to Michael Jackson’s “Thriller.” 
 
They were having as good a time getting ready for the party as they had at the party the 
next day. 
 
“Tawny, you’ve got cobwebs on your pants leg,” one student called to vocational 
instructor Tawny Hill. 
 
“I feel like that’s going to be my life from now on,” she responded with a smile. 
 
The students at the Transition Academy come to Texas Tech University five days a week 
to learn new skills, make friends and prepare for jobs. They like Paul McCartney, soccer 
and texting their friends. They are seduced by the smell of fresh-from-the-oven chocolate 
chip cookies and averse about cleaning the kitchen. 
 
They also all have an autism spectrum disorder (ASD), creating a set of challenges many 
adults don’t even think about, like the need to call in sick to work instead of just not 
showing up, how to talk to a supervisor and what hygiene habits are necessary for the 
workplace. These students go to school to learn how to live independently, be successful at 
a job and interact with other people. 
 
“Sometimes after high school, kids like these just go and sit at home, let their parents take 
care of them and play video games,” job coach Katherine Green said. “They have little to 
no social skills or independent living skills.” 
 
While the students are glad they’re learning job skills, creating art and cookies and holding 
down internships, the appeal of the Burkhart Center is much more basic. 
 
“It’s nice to have a few friends here,” student Michael Morton said.  
 
Celebrating the new building 
On Sunday, the Burkhart Center celebrates one year in its beautiful, high-tech, 28,458-
square-foot building just east of the Education Building. For the first eight years of its 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/burkhartcenter/


existence, it was housed in the College of Education. Now faculty, staff and students have 
access to observation labs, a gym for fitness, an art room and a mock apartment with a 
fully equipped kitchen. It offers the Burkhart Center much more room to grow. 
 
“There’s definitely a lot more space,” said Morton, 20, who’s been in the Transition 
Academy for a year and a half. “It’s a lot more comfortable.”  
 
Transition Academy director Janice Magness said the new building has opened up the 
center to be so much more than it could in the previous space. When they were limited to 
three rooms in the Education Building, all they could do was provide the Transition 
Academy, and that was still limited. They couldn’t teach students how to do laundry, clean 
or prepare a meal. There was no gym space, no observation rooms for teaching and, 
certainly, not the space to throw a big, well-decorated Halloween party.  
 
“Moving into the new building opened up many doors for us,” she said. “When we got this 
building we were certainly able to spread out and do all the things that we really wanted to 
do with our programs.” 
 
The Burkhart Center is composed of several programs for people with autism spectrum 
disorders:  

• The Transition Academy is a program for 18- to 30-year-olds on the autism 
spectrum who have graduated from high school. This is the flagship program of the 
Burkhart Center, teaching students job, life and social skills as well as placing them 
into internships and jobs. 

• The Early Intensive Intervention Unit is a comprehensive early intensive behavioral 
intervention service for children with autism from diagnosis through 6 years old. 
The program provides 15-20 hours a week of intensive intervention. 

• Outpatient services featuring a behavior support clinic that provides targeted 
support for behavioral and learning challenges faced by individuals with autism 
along the life span.  

• Project CASE: Connections for Academic Success and Employment, a project 
funded by the Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities, to help identify, 
recruit and retain students ages 18-25 with developmental disabilities who are 
interested in furthering their education beyond high school. 

• The Burkhart Center also maintains an active agenda of research activities focusing 
on conducting research that identifies effective interventions for individuals with 
autism.  

 
Preparing for the workplace 
Students graduate from the Transition Academy, Green said, but it’s not a set schedule. 
The staff evaluates each student’s progress; some graduate sooner than three years, some 
take a little longer.  
 
Taylor Burson, 20, of Haskell, is in her second year at Burkhart. In addition to assisting at 
the front desk, she has participated in two rotations of internships, doing a semester each at 
the Child Development Research Center and J Hoffman’s. Burson said one of the best 
skills she’s learned at the Transition Academy is controlling her emotions, which she 
hadn’t learned to do in other programs. 

http://www.educ.ttu.edu/
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“It pretty much helps me when I’m outside of school,” Burson said. “When I go out in 
places to work as a job, it helps me so much.” 
 
The Transition Academy is launching a floral business in the spring, where Burson plans to 
work. 
 
“I just want to design beautiful flowers,” she said. “I’ve always wanted to make these so 
bad.” 
 
Brayden Cheshire is in his first year at Transition Academy, “but it feels like four years,” 
in a good way, he said. He’s made great strides in controlling his anger and becoming an 
artist, including drawings of characters: some drawn from TV shows or his favorite 
movies, others that he made up. He was painting a pumpkin in preparation for the 
Halloween party, naming the pumpkin Mikey, in honor of his friend. 
 
Morton, the friend, said Cheshire named the pumpkin after Michaelangelo, the Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtle. But he likes the sentiment even as he brushes it off. For the dozen 
students in the Transition Academy, who frequently are largely defined by their disorder, 
relationships have been hard to come by. The ASD always stood out. The Transition 
Academy provides a place where they belong. They’ve made it theirs. 
 
“I think it’s great,” Jared Hernandez, 20, said as he disassembled an electronic pumpkin. 
“I’m finding better jobs than what I have now.” 
 
Hernandez is a dishwasher for a local restaurant, a job he’s held for two and a half years, 
plus an internship at Goodwill. With the skills he’s acquiring, he wants to see what else is 
out there. 
 
“It’s a great opportunity for anybody,” he said. 
 
Employers are much more willing to hire students diagnosed with ASD now than they 
were just a few years ago, Magness said. When she reaches out to partner with local 
employers, she focuses on her students’ strengths: When they learn how to do a task, 
they’ll do it the same way every time. They’re punctual. They don’t gossip. 
 
“I used to say, ‘and they won’t stay on their phones,’ but I can’t say that anymore,” 
Magness said. “I think all of us now are very tied to our cell phones.” 
 
The new building is already full, featuring a Quiznos restaurant, which will be staffed 
largely with Transition Academy students and graduates. Many are excited to work there, 
while others are happy with their jobs and internships at Goodwill, University Medical 
Center and the Garrison Center. In many ways, they are just like most other students their 
age. They may be a little overprotected, Magness said, but they’re learning to take 
responsibility for themselves. Two live independently, and several drive to campus. 
  



“Our hope is when our students graduate from the Transition Academy, they will do so 
with a job and the tools they need to pursue their dreams,” Magness said. “A lot of our 
students just don’t know what they’re capable of.” 
 
For more information please contact wes.dotson@ttu.edu or janice.magness@ttu.edu. 
 
 
Sidebar 
The Burkhart Center’s primary mission is to provide support and services for individuals 
with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) and their families; train regular and special 
education teachers; and conduct research that will improve the quality for life for 
individuals with ASD. The center also provides resources for adult transitions, technical 
assistance and community outreach. The Burkhart Center is named for Jim and Jere Lynn 
Burkhart in honor of their grandson Collin. 

 
 

mailto:wes.dotson@ttu.edu
mailto:janice.magness@ttu.edu
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College of Architecture Among Top 10 in Graduate Program’s Rankings 
The graduate program is seventh among universities nationwide. 

By Emily Gardner 
   
Texas Tech University’s College of Architecture recently was ranked as a top 10 
architecture graduate program, according to GraduatePrograms.com.  
 
Texas Tech’s architecture graduate program ranks seventh, while Harvard University (8), 
the University of California-Berkeley (9) and the University of Texas at San Antonio (10) 
round out the top 10. The University of Utah, University of Michigan, University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Yale University, Parsons The New School for Design and School 
of the Art Institute of Chicago are the top six programs listed. To view the full list, click 
here. 
 
“The graduate faculty in the College of Architecture provide the students with the 
knowledge and skill to be successful in their professional careers,” said Andrew Vernooy, 
College of Architecture dean. “Architectural education provides our graduate students the 
experience to work in architecture, development, construction, city management, video 
design and many other areas.” 
 
Each school was evaluated by current and former graduate students based on 15 categories, 
including academic competitiveness, career support and financial aid. The rankings were 
collected from Sept. 1, 2012, to Sept. 30, 2014, according to GraduatePrograms.com. 
 
Texas Tech’s master’s of science in architecture is a research-based degree for students 
interested in advanced studies in architecture. To earn the master’s degree, students must 
complete at least 30 hours of graduate study as well as write and defend a thesis, which 
earns six credit hours, according to the program’s website. Students have the option to earn 
a master’s of science in architecture studies, or to specialize in either digital design and 
fabrication or urban and community design. 
 
Students who have not received a bachelor’s degree in architecture can enter this program, 
but may be required to complete leveling work that will not count toward the graduate 
degree. To be accepted, the Texas Tech Graduate School and College of Architecture 
requirements must be met and a portfolio of creative work reflecting students’ design 
interests, intellectual inquiry and communication must be submitted. 
 
After the first semester, students are matched with a faculty member who becomes the 
academic adviser and chairman of the thesis committee. Financial assistance is available, 
including scholarships, fellowships and graduate assistantship positions.  
 

http://arch.ttu.edu/wiki/College_of_Architecture
http://www.graduateprograms.com/
http://www.graduateprograms.com/top-architecture-programs/
http://arch.ttu.edu/wiki/Master_of_Science_in_Architecture,_MS
http://arch.ttu.edu/wiki/Master_of_Science_in_Architecture_Studies
http://arch.ttu.edu/wiki/Ddf_Master_of_Science_Specialization
http://arch.ttu.edu/wiki/Ddf_Master_of_Science_Specialization
http://arch.ttu.edu/wiki/Ucd_Master_of_Science_Specialization
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/gradschool/
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Employees Receive Distinguished Staff Awards 
Individuals were recognized for their service and commitment to the university. 

By Zoe Bell 
 

Texas Tech University recently presented 21 individuals with Distinguished Staff Awards 
in the Red Raider Ballroom of the Student Union Building.  
 
To be eligible for a distinguished staff award, the nominee must have a current 
performance evaluation on file in Human Resources and received an overall rating of 4.0 
or above. One must also be continuously employed as either full-time or part-time and 
received no disciplinary action within the previous 12 months. The nominee must have 
completed all required trainings and not received a Distinguished Staff Award in the past 
five years.  
 
There are six different levels of Distinguished Staff Awards:  
 
The Matador Award recognizes a newcomer who has one to three years of service with 
Texas Tech. This individual has made significant contributions and shared innovative ideas 
throughout the year to the department and to the Texas Tech community. Recipients 
received $250, and included: 
 

• Elva Cazares, lead specialist, Human Resources 
• Sandra Garza, senior analyst, Human Resources 
• Frances Lucas, supervisor, Operations Division 
• Kyla Shannon, unit coordinator, TECHniques Center 
• Kayla Tindle, director, Office of the Vice President for Research 

 
The Masked Rider Award recognizes an individual who has four or more years of service 
with Texas Tech and a minimum of one year in a supervisory position. This individual has 
contributed to the success of Texas Tech through his or her accomplishments at work. 
Award recipients received $500, and included: 
 

• Don Moore, senior superintendent, Operations Division 
• Paige Hyde, senior supervisor, College of Arts and Sciences 
• Dale Townsley, director, Operations Division  
• Diane Wholey, unit coordinator, Athletics 

 
The Guns Up Award recognizes a team of employees that fostered cooperation with 
employees internaly and/or externaly to increase productivity and efficiency in the 
organization. Each team member must have one or more years of service with Texas Tech. 
Award recipients received $2,500, divided equally, and included: 



 
• College of Education, Project CASE 

o Rachel Harmon, research aide 
o Traci Ysasaga, research aide 
o Kelly Golden, research aide  

 
The President’s Award of Excellence recognizes an individual who has one or more years 
of service with Texas Tech. This individual has demonstrated strong leadership skills 
throughout the year. He or she has made presentations, served on committees and 
volunteered for campus activities. Award Recipients received $1,000, and included: 
  

• Jodie Billingsley, managing director, Human Resources and Payroll 
Services 

• Elizabeth McDaniel, interim senior director, Office of International Affairs 
• Elma Moreno, office manager, School of Law 
• Christine Self, associate director, Parent and Family Relations 

 
The Chancellor’s Colonel Rowan Award for Execution recognizes an individual who has 
one or more years of service with Texas Tech. This award is given to an individual who 
demonstrated the ability to execute and follow up with important projects. Award 
recipients received $1,500, and included: 
 

• Nikki Bohannon, unit coordinator, Rawls College of Business 
• Levi Johnson, senior administrator, STEM-CORE 
• Amy Murphy, managing director/dean of students, Student Affairs 

 
The Chancellor’s Award for Excellence recognizes an individual who has five or more 
years of service with Texas Tech. This individual demonstrates exemplary service and 
commitment to the achievement of the university. Award recipients received $1,500, and 
included:  
 

• Jared Smith, instrumentation foreman, Operations Division 
• Tony Strawn, lead utilities operator, Operations Division  
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Expert: Preventing Bullying in Schools Necessary for Teachers Today  
University of Illinois professor Dorothy Espelage spoke to students, faculty and local 

teachers about the importance of effective bully prevention programs. 
By Heidi Toth 

   
A college professor got a phone call from Vice President Joe Biden’s office a few weeks 
ago. The staff member on the other end wanted to share Biden’s recent revelation: The 
unprecedentedly high rates of teen dating violence reported in a recent study probably were 
related to the increasing rates of sexual assault among college students. 
 
Dorothy Espelage, a psychology professor at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign and one of the nation’s foremost experts on bullying and violence in schools, 
agreed with the vice president. Sexual assault, which experts say is about power, not sex, is 
similar in its complexity to bullying – a puzzle that includes home life, family 
relationships, school and community environment, an imbalance of power between victim 
and perpetrator and a fear of speaking up. 
 
To make the puzzle even more complex, much of the information on bullying isn’t 
grounded in science. Without real understanding of the problem, Espelage says, there’s no 
way to reach an effective solution. 
 
“Everybody in this country thinks they understand bullying,” Espelage said. 
 
Espelage was at the College of Education at Texas Tech University on Monday, speaking 
to students, faculty members, local teachers and administrators about how to combat 
bullying in U.S. schools. It’s not easy, she cautioned, but it’s possible.  
 
The education field needs her activism and Texas Tech needs her message, said Patricia 
Hawley, a professor in the College of Education who also researches bullying. Her primary 
research focus is power structures in social group, and her work and Espelage’s work 
frequently overlap. She invited Espelage to share her research with the Texas Tech and 
Lubbock communities. 
 
“Dorothy Espelage is the face of bullying intervention research in North America, and the 
timing is perfect to introduce our efforts in this domain,” Hawley said.  
 
What is bullying? 
Bullying does not include every conflict between students. If two kids who have equal 
social status and the same amount of power get into a fight on the playground, it likely 
would not be considered bullying by researchers and practitioners. An action becomes 
bully behavior when one child has or is perceived to have more power than the other (i.e. 
more popular, outnumbers or corners the victim); if the action has been repeated or is 

http://www.educ.ttu.edu/
http://www.educ.ttu.edu/personnel-folder/patricia-hawley
http://www.educ.ttu.edu/personnel-folder/patricia-hawley


likely to be repeated; or if the victim feels intimidated or humiliated as a result of the 
action. 
 
Espelage said teachers must pay attention, ask questions of the victim and be aware that 
even if this is the first time the child has spoken up, it probably isn’t the first time it has 
happened. 
 
“What they don’t understand is that social science says very, very clearly that if kids are 
victimized, they change their behavior so it might not happen again,” she said. “We cannot 
wait for it to happen again. Take every incident seriously. Do the investigation. Bullying 
does not end on its own.” 
 
She suggested stakeholders more effectively address bullying by dropping the word from 
conversations about bullying. It’s too easy to label an action bullying and too difficult to 
address specific problems with an overly broad term. Espelage encourages parents and 
teachers to ask what happened: Did someone call you a name? Did another child take your 
lunch money? Did a classmate hit you, push you down or start a rumor about you? Specific 
language allows parents, teachers and administrators to address specific problems. 
 
Where does bullying happen? 
The Internet and cell phones introduced new spaces for kids to communicate with each 
other, but in the rush to monitor cyberbullying, many administrators have left behind the 
still-sizable issue of face-to-face bully behavior. More than a third of children bullied said 
they experienced bullying in person, not just online.  
 
“I always tell administrators if you paid attention to face-to-face bullying like you do to 
cyberbullying, you would see it all the time too,” Espelage said. “If you’re only addressing 
cyberbullying and minimizing face to face bullying, you will fail. You need to address 
your school climate in which this is occurring.” 
 
Who is involved in bully behavior? 
No single risk factor indicates a child will be involved in bullying, either as an aggressor or 
a victim. There are potential red flags, including depression or anxiety, lack of empathy, 
delinquency and being exposed to violence in the home. (The last factor is especially true 
for girls, Espelage said.) 
 
Red flags for high rates of bully involvement in a family or school include lack of 
supervision or discipline, negative or critical relationships and support for or actual 
violence. High rates and acceptance of bullying in schools also leads to students not 
standing up for victims. 
 
“If you’re in a school with high rates of bullying, do not bring an intervention program 
until you reduce bullying,” Espelage said, adding that if even students think about standing 
up to a bully, they won’t if they don’t feel they’re in a safe space. “Teachers’ attitudes 
make a difference. If teachers don’t intervene, kids aren’t going to intervene.” 
 
How do we create safe spaces? 
Since every group in the social ecology is involved in the perpetration of bullying, every 
group needs to be involved in intervention and prevention as well, Espelage said. Parents 
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need to be where their kids are: Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat. Parents cannot effectively 
monitor their children if they are not on these media, she said. Administrators must 
recognize this technology is in their schools and work with it.  
 
She also said teachers, administrators and parents need to buy into social-emotional 
learning (SEL) programs. SEL focuses on the development of a core set of social and 
emotional skills that help young people make decisions, handle challenges, resolve conflict 
and create healthy relationships, Espelage told the group. When teachers teach a quality 
SEL curriculum, they create classrooms where students can be without fear.  
 
Of course, teachers need to know how to create that kind of classroom. It’s not intuitive, 
said Hawley, who has prepared a curriculum to teach pre-service teachers how to ask the 
right questions and create a safe classroom. Often new teachers are overwhelmed just 
being in the classroom for the first time to focus effectively on bullying prevention. This 
curriculum will empower those first-year teachers. 
 
“Teachers are on the front line of some of these issues and we want to help them feel 
comfortable in their classrooms and bolster their confidence that they can be that invisible 
hand to guide the children’s relationships,” she said. 
 
Most importantly, Espelage said, everyone involved in this conversation needs to 
recognize that what is happening in schools throughout the country now is not working. By 
and large the programs are not effective and are not “better than nothing,” as she frequently 
hears. Many students are simply tuning out the message. 
 
“We have to think differently,” she said. 
 
She cited a three-year project that followed almost 4,000 sixth-graders from 36 schools 
through their eighth-grade year. Using an SEL curriculum, the students were taught 
empathy, anger management and how to create and maintain healthy peer-to-peer 
relationships. Students at these intervention schools were 42 percent less likely to report 
fighting at school, 53 percent less likely to report homophobic victimization and 36 percent 
less likely to report sexual harassment. 
 
Parents should create a safe space by monitoring their children’s phones, social media and 
Internet activity. Parents should know who their children are friends with, where they are 
and what their kids are doing. With buy-in at all levels, Espelage said, society can produce 
children who are socially and emotionally able to resolve conflict, create relationships and 
express themselves in positive ways no matter where they are. 
 
“If we create safe spaces in schools where kids learn skills for healthy relationships, I have 
to believe we are also paving the way for how they interact through social media,” she 
said. 
 



Those aren’t the only numbers indicating what they’re doing is working. Teachers and 
administrators can judge the effectiveness of bully prevention programs by their students’ 
academic performance. 
 
“If you’re in a school with SEL programming, your test scores will go up 11 percent,” 
Espelage said. “That’s major.” 
 
 
 
 
Sidebar: Myths and facts about bullying in U.S. schools 
 
Myth: Bullying is an epidemic. 
 
Fact: It is a public health problem, Espelage said, but it’s not happening to most children 
and it’s not spreading beyond society’s control. Bullying can be stopped. 
 
“There are places you can go where bullying does not happen,” she said, adding she’d 
spoken with a local principal that morning who told her bullying was a rarity at her school. 
The principal said she knew of only three instances of actual bullying; the rate was so low 
because students and teachers knew she investigated complaints and cracked down when 
necessary. She didn’t tolerate it, the principal said. 
 
“If we simply did that, we would have less of this,” Espelage said.  
 
Myth: Being bullied leads children to suicide. 
 
Fact: There is no causal link between bullying and suicide, according to the available 
studies, Espelage said. There is a link between bullying and untreated mental health issues 
and a link between those mental health issues and suicide, but the idea that bullying causes 
or leads to suicide is both incorrect and dangerous. Being bullied may contribute to a 
child’s suicidal ideation, but it is not the cause. 
 
Myth: Bullies are budding criminals. 
 
Fact: There are two types of bullies. The first type is the socially unskilled, “mean” kids 
who are quickly labeled as troublemakers.  
 
“Those kids show up in your principal’s office,” Espelage said. “They don’t have social 
capital and kids will turn them in.” 
 
The second type is more Machiavellian, she said. They are overrepresented in the athletic 
and popular groups and can turn their behavior on and off depending on their 
circumstances. They’re less likely to get caught, less likely to be told on and less likely to 
be seen as a bad kid. Bullying helps their social status unless schools, families and 
communities create an environment in which being a bully does not make one cool. 
 
Myth: Bullies need to be punished. 
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Fact: Bullies frequently act according to what they’ve learned in their homes, classrooms 
and communities. They may come from a home where they’re bullied. They may go to a 
school where the teacher or the principal is a bully. They may live in a community when 
the person in charge is a bully. They are responding to their environments, Espelage said. 
While bullies need to receive appropriate consequences, especially as they get older and 
have greater understanding of their actions, they need to learn bullying behavior won’t be 
tolerated and how to have healthy relationships. 
 
Myth: Bullies always come from dysfunctional families. 
 
Espelage said in all her years of researching bullying, four parents have said their children 
have engaged in bullying behavior. Since about 17 percent of children engage in bullying, 
either parents are lying or have no idea their children are bullies because they don’t exhibit 
that behavior at home. Good kids can get involved in bullying, she said. No family, 
however functional, is immune. 
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Getting to Know W. Brent Lindquist 
The new Arts and Sciences dean discusses helping Texas Tech reach tier-one status. 

By Emily Gardner 
   
W. Brent Lindquist became the dean of the College of Arts and Sciences on July 15. He 
joined Texas Tech University from Stony Brook University in Stony Brook, New York, 
where he served as chair of the Department of Applied Mathematics and Statistics and 
deputy provost of the university. He received his undergraduate degree from the University 
of Manitoba in Canada in 1975 and his doctorate from Cornell University in 1981. His first 
job after receiving his doctorate degree was with New York University’s Courant Institute 
of Mathematical Sciences. 
 
Why did you choose Texas Tech University? 
 
Searches for an administrative position are always a question of matching interests and 
opportunities. This was the opportunity that worked out for me. I was attracted to Texas 
Tech because of its desire to be a tier-one research university. 
 
What are your goals as the Arts and Sciences dean? 
 
My primary goal as dean is to assist the university in reaching research tier-one status. In 
the first three months in my position here, I had each of my departments develop a 
strategic plan to address: 
 

• What the research strengths of the department are. 
• Where they want their research strengths to be. 
• What makes the department stand out among all the other competing departments 

in the country? 
• What makes it attractive to graduate students? 
• Who do they need to hire to develop those research strengths?  

 
I believe in strategic planning. You have to have strategic plans to get you where you want 
to be. 
 
Tell us a little bit about where you are from. 
 
I was born in Ontario, Canada. Within two months my family moved to Manitoba, so I 
grew up in Manitoba.  I lived there until I finished my undergraduate work, and then I went 
to Cornell. 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/artsandsciences/


Tell us about your undergraduate experience. 
 
I went to the University of Manitoba. I got my degree in what they refer to in the Canadian 
system as honors physics. The Canadian system at that time was very British oriented; with 
three-year general university degrees and four-year honors degrees. In those days we had 
year-long classes. There were no semester classes. Final exams covered an entire year of 
course work. In an honors degree you could really specialize. In my freshman year I took 
four sciences, math, physics, biology and chemistry, plus anthropology. In my sophomore 
through senior years, I studied only mathematics and physics. I typically took one 
mathematics and five physics classes each year. I graduated with a 4.0 cumulative GPA. 
 
Tell us about your graduate school experience. 
 
I did my graduate work in physics at Cornell. I got my doctorate degree in theoretical 
physics with Toichiro (Tom) Kinoshita. We were working on a calculation that, at the 
time, was the largest computer calculation done in physics. We calculated the magnetic 
moment of the electron using Feynman diagrams to enumerate the terms that contribute to 
the magnetic moment and running the calculations necessary to compute those terms. The 
magnetic moment of the electron is, today, the most accurately verified prediction in the 
history of physics. 
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School of Music Alum Combines Lifelong Love of Music, Dance in Unique Recitals 
Classical pianist Eugenio Zapata has made a name for himself choreographing and 

producing multimedia performances. 
By Heidi Toth 

   
When Eugenio Zapata was growing up in Colombia, he loved both dance and music. He 
studied dance for 15 years while also playing the piano, envisioning a future full of artistry. 
At one point, he had to choose. He chose piano for one reason. 
 
“I had better piano teachers,” he said. 
 
The professional musician never stopped loving dance, studying choreography and 
occasionally designing dance works for different shows. Not until he was teaching piano to 
easily distracted children did he find just the right way to combine the two arts he loved so 
much. 
 
“One of the things I was encountering when starting my teaching was the difficulty of 
teaching young kids the piano and all those musical concepts. How do you get them 
through that first beginner stage without being bored?” Zapata said. 
 
Today, the Texas Tech University School of Music graduate teaches music at the Orpheus 
Academy of Music in Austin where he compiles, choreographs and performs his one-of-a-
kind multimedia artistic presentations combining classical music, dance and images to tell 
a story.  
 
He brought one such recital, “Fantasies & Illusions,” to Texas Tech in October. The show, 
which he’s presented at several facilities throughout the country, included works by 
Rachmaninoff, Beethoven, Chopin, Gershwin, Bolcom, Beach and Pine Top Smith. It also 
combined ballet, contemporary and jazz dance from Russian dancer Yelena Konetchy and 
included images projected on the screen behind the stage. Zapata said one of the numbers 
actually told the story of Konetchy growing from a child into old age. The show is for all 
types of audiences. 
 
“It is a mix,” Zapata said. “I think on one side are people who don’t appreciate classical 
music, but because of the visuals, images and dance, then all of a sudden they say, ‘I want 
to watch this.’ One side is trying to open the doors to people who don’t have access to 
classical music. More important is trying to touch people. We’re in this world where 
everything is a rush, everything is on a conveyor belt, you’re waking up, you’re doing 
stuff, you’re going to bed. 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/music/
http://www.orpheusacademy.com/
http://www.orpheusacademy.com/


“What I want to do is say, ‘Stop, hey, remember what a beautiful tree looks like? I’m 
going to show it to you. You remember what falling in love is? I’m going to show it to 
you. You remember there are poor people out there? I’m going to show it to you.’” 
 
 
Becoming a Red Raider 
Zapata was working on his master’s degree at Penn State when his adviser told him about 
Texas Tech’s interdisciplinary doctoral program that would allow him to combine his 
passions. He came to Lubbock in 2001 and started his work. 
 
“Unlike many students who enter our unique doctorate in fine arts program, Eugenio was 
not being introduced to interdisciplinarity for the first time,” said music professor William 
Westney, Zapata’s dissertation adviser. “On the contrary, he already had an extensive 
background in dance and theatre in addition to his concentration on classical piano 
performance, and he was eager to find ways to combine all the arts in meaningful ways. He 
came to Texas Tech specifically because of his passion for interdisciplinary possibilities – 
not only for performance and perhaps even more strongly for teaching. He really wants 
students of all ages to connect with the ‘artist within’ through creating interdisciplinary 
pieces with music at the heart.” 
 
It wasn’t just music and dance that filled his background and colored his work. When the 
Colombian native arrived at Penn State in his late 20s, his adviser handed him a key and 
took Zapata to a studio. Instead of a desk, he had a grand piano. Zapata turned to his 
adviser and asked with how many other graduates he’d be sharing the studio and the 
beautiful piano in front of him. When he was told it was solely for his use, he was 
temporarily overwhelmed. 
 
“I remember when I came to Penn State I had never played on a grand piano because we 
didn’t have one in my music school,” he said. 
 
He learned to play on a piano that had no keys and the pedals didn’t work. His teachers 
told him to imagine the sound.  
 
“I’ve always tried to make the best of opportunities that have come my way because I 
really know those who don’t have them,” he said.  
 
Poverty, inequality, a lack of opportunity all have a role in his shows. He’s not exactly 
trying to send a political message, but he doesn’t shy away from hard issues either. 
 
“Social justice is a reiterant theme in my shows,” he said. “I’m aware of it probably more 
than people who haven’t had to be confronted with it.” 
 
Teaching music, finding happiness 
After graduating from Texas Tech with a doctorate in 2004, Zapata took an assistant 
professorship at a college in South Dakota, where he was “practically the only pianist in 
the area.” He enjoyed the work but found the situation to be culturally isolating, so when a 
teaching opportunity arose at the Orpheus Academy in Austin, he took the chance to come 
back to the Lone Star State. 
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“I think as I get older I try to balance things in terms of what’s really important and not 
necessarily what will give me prestige and pay,” Zapata said. “I chose happiness.” 
 
 
Now he balances a full-time teaching job with planning, producing and performing his 
complex recitals, each of which take close to a year to put together. He does the 
choreography, musical arrangement and much of the other production himself. 
 
“The fact that Eugenio does his own video editing, his own choreography and then appears 
on stage as the performing pianist in the live performance – this is truly remarkable,” 
Westney said. “It gives a unity and flexibility to his vision that makes each of his creations 
unique, personal and memorable.” 
 
Like many performers, Zapata once dreamed of the big stage, of playing his music for an 
adoring audience numbering in the thousands and making internationally best-selling 
records. Now he sees his legacy coming from somewhere else. 
 
“I can see the possibilities of these kids, that they grow up with it and it becomes a part of 
their nature,” Zapata said. “Hopefully one of them can take this to the next level. Then I’ve 
passed on something.” 
 
He hopes the people who see and hear his performances also make his message, coming in 
a unique, vibrant, beautiful form, part of their nature.  
 
“If you see something, if you’re compelled to do it, then you have to do it, you have to find 
a way,” Zapata said. “I’m still kind of a weird creature among pianists, among artists, 
among dancers, and that’s OK. Somebody’s got to be the weird guy to open the doors for 
us.” 
 
 
Alumni Q&A 
 
What is your favorite memory at Texas Tech?  
My favorite memory is my piano professor, William Westney. He always believed in me 
and supported me through my studies and beyond. I’ll be forever grateful. 
 
What is your favorite spot on campus? 
 I think the lighting at the main entrance during the holidays was always a beautiful place. 
 
What is your favorite Texas Tech tradition?  
My favorite is the choir singing outside during the Carol of Lights. 
 
What is your favorite thing about being a Red Raider?  
I’m not a sports fan so I wasn’t involved with the Red Raiders.  
 
What is your favorite Texas Tech item that you own?  



I don’t own any particular item but I treasure the experiences.  
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Student Organization Feeds Families for Thanksgiving 
Texas Tech’s Collegiate 100 partnered with East Lubbock Community Alliance to provide a 

Thanksgiving feast for individuals and families in the Lubbock community. 
By K'Leigh Sims 

 
In preparation for Thanksgiving, Texas Tech University’s Collegiate 100 student 
organization partnered with the East Lubbock Community Alliance to provide individuals 
and families with free meals. 
 

On Nov. 22, churchgoers from the Difference Makers Fellowship Church, located on Buddy 
Holly Avenue, provided the Thanksgiving feast and served food with Collegiate 100 to 
more than 200 individuals and families in East Lubbock. The feast included turkey, ham, 
dressing, mashed potatoes and desserts. Those who came to eat left with bellies full and 
boxes of leftover Thanksgiving food, canned goods and loaves of bread.  
 
Members of Texas Tech’s Collegiate 100 student organization, who mentor often in East 
Lubbock, also read and played with the children who attended the feast.  
 
Shay Ali-Kparah, graduate adviser of the organization, said building these relationships 
with community members during college is an asset to a student’s life.  
 
“We tend to forget about being a part of the community when we go to college,” she said. 
“But when you go and visit these families and children who may not be as fortunate as you, 
you realize how much you can help someone out.”  
 
Collegiate 100, a national community service organization, began a chapter at Texas Tech 
in 2010. The organization seeks to serve as a beacon of leadership by utilizing unique 
talents and motivate and empower children to become successful. Its values are built upon 
four foundations: community service, mentorship, leadership and professionalism.  
 
Ali-Kparah said they will continue their work with East Lubbock and continue to provide 
children with the motivation and guidance to help them succeed. 
 
“It gives me such a sense of humility when we go out and give back to these families, 
mentor these kids and watch them grow. It is such a blessing in disguise.” 
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Student Spotlight: Texas Tech Doctoral Student Receives Environmental Protection 

Agency Fellowship 
The award allows Daniel Dawson to focus on conducting his research. 

By Emily Gardner 
   
 
After two years of waiting, Texas Tech University’s Daniel Dawson recently was awarded 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Science to Achieve Results (STAR) 
fellowship. 
 
The third-year doctoral student from Orlando, Florida, is studying environmental 
toxicology through Texas Tech’s Institute of Environmental and Human Health (TIEHH) 
and said he first heard about the fellowship through his adviser Chris Salice. The 
fellowship lasts until August 2016 and provides Dawson with a stipend and tuition so he 
can conduct his research. 
 
“I’m pretty darn excited about it,” Dawson said. “I applied for it in Fall 2012, but because 
of federal budgetary issues it wasn’t awarded until August 2014, so there was a long period 
of uncertainty involved. Now that it has finally begun, I’m thrilled.” 
 
Dawson said his research includes building spatially explicit modeling tools used to predict 
and manage mosquito-borne disease risk. His main goal involves the modeling tools 
developed from his research becoming useful to organizations responsible for disease 
vector control. 
 
“Because the fellowship is funded by public dollars and in a program aimed at funding 
applied research,” Dawson said, “I fully intend for the results of my work to either become 
or lead to applications that are publically available.” 
 
The fellowship application process allowed Dawson to formalize his research, and the 
fellowship itself allows him to focus exclusively on being a student and conducting 
research. Dawson now has more ability to attend conferences, acquire equipment and deal 
with other expenses in regard to his research. 
 
Salice, director of the Environmental Science and Studies program at Towson University 
in Baltimore, Maryland, said it is fantastic Dawson received the competitive, high-profile 
fellowship. He helped Dawson conceive the overall research objectives and offered 
editorial and structural guidance, but Dawson was the creative and driving force behind the 
application and the research. 
 

http://www.tiehh.ttu.edu/Pages/default.aspx


“Dan will be going to several scientific conferences this year – most students in my lab 
choose one,” Salice said. “These extra opportunities afforded by the fellowship are 
excellent for creating new and additional opportunities as Dan’s career advances. Dan 
definitely deserves the fellowship. He has worked diligently and creatively to develop an 
excellent project.” 
 
The STAR fellowship program began in 1995 and has awarded 1,600 fellowships, 
according to its website. The goal is to encourage graduate study as well as careers in 
environmental fields. For Dawson’s and other STAR fellowship proposals, click here. 
 
Dawson’s current research is an intersection between ecological systems and public health, 
which he said is a fascinating field of study and something he might like to continue in if 
the opportunity arose.  
 
“Dan’s research has the potential to be transformational,” Salice said. “He is taking a 
multidimensional approach and will have actual field data with which to test and further 
refine predictive models. This overall topic is at the forefront of several environmental 
fields.” 
 
Dawson is treasurer for the TIEHH Student Association. He moved to Lubbock with his 
wife, Elizabeth Farley-Dawson, in August 2011 because she began a doctoral program 
through Texas Tech’s biology department. He did not originally intend to enter graduate 
school at Texas Tech. However, due to his work experiences with Texas A&M 
University’s Institute of Renewable Natural Resources and the Texas Cooperative Fish and 
Wildlife Research Unit through Texas Tech, he said he worked with doctoral students and 
scientists, which persuaded him to enter graduate school. 
 
“In both places I was impressed with their depth of knowledge, research abilities and 
general zeal for science,” Dawson said. “After a few years working as a state regulator, I 
also found that I really enjoyed being a researcher again. So, I decided that if an 
opportunity to get my Ph.D. came along at Texas Tech I should take it.” 
 
 
Student Spotlight Questions 
 
Why did you choose Texas Tech? 
The credit for my coming to Texas Tech goes to my wife, who came here to get a Ph.D. in 
biology. I followed, after getting a job with the Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research 
Unit in the Natural Resources Management department. My position with the Co-Op unit 
was a great learning experience, but it was temporary, and I decided that the best use of my 
remaining time at a major research university like Texas Tech was to pursue my Ph.D. A 
great opportunity came open with the Institute of Environmental and Human Health 
(TIEHH) to study environmental toxicology and I took it.    
 
What is your favorite memory at Texas Tech so far? 
All of my best memories involve the company of the good friends my wife and I have 
made since coming here. 
 
Who is your favorite professor? Why? 

http://epa.gov/ncer/rfa/2013/2013_star_gradfellow.html
http://cfpub.epa.gov/ncer_abstracts/index.cfm/fuseaction/recipients.display/rfa_id/574/records_per_page/ALL
http://www.tcfwru.ttu.edu/default.aspx
http://www.tcfwru.ttu.edu/default.aspx
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My favorite professor is my major adviser, Chris Salice. Chris is an excellent teacher, an 
innovative researcher and a great mentor. Unfortunately for me and my labmates, he 
recently left to become the director of the Environmental Science and Studies program at 
Towson University in Baltimore, Maryland. Steve Presley, who is himself a great mentor 
and academic resource, has since graciously accepted my into his lab and serves as my 
official adviser. However, Chris still acts as my functional adviser, and I look forward to 
completing my studies under his guidance.    
 
What is your favorite spot on campus? 
My favorite place is where I work, TIEHH at the Reese Center. I don’t get to main campus 
very often, but if I had to pick a spot, I’d pick the small garden area between the Biology 
Building and the Experimental Sciences Building. It’s a nice place to eat lunch and 
occasionally gets migrant birds passing through it.    
 
What is your favorite Texas Tech tradition? 
I think the coolest tradition I’ve seen is the Masked Rider riding onto the football field.  
 
What do you love most about being a Red Raider? 
I’d say what I love the most about being a Red Raider is that I’m part of an excellent 
research tradition. I’ve been nothing but impressed by the overall quality of graduate 
research and research opportunity while at Texas Tech.    
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Success of Texas Tech Judging Teams Built, Sustained Over Time 
The track record of accomplishments for Texas Tech’s meat and livestock judging 

programs makes them perennial national championship contenders. 
By George Watson 

   
Every year, four teams on the Texas Tech University campus routinely vie for national 
championships – often as one of the favorites – but rarely compete at home. 
 
No big crowds. No bands playing at halftime. No television exposure or big-money 
contracts. Yet these Texas Tech teams are some of the best and well-respected in the 
nation. 
 
Team members won’t turn pro after their collegiate days are over, at least not in the way 
most think. They’ll put to use what they learn through classes and competitions in their 
professional lives, but there are no endorsement deals or big contracts to sign. 
 
And if rankings existed, Texas Tech’s four judging teams would likely be in the top five 
most seasons, start to finish. Maybe it’s because they’ve won a combined 29 national 
championships, including 21 since 2000. In fact, Texas Tech is one of only a handful of 
schools to win meat and livestock national championships in the same year three times 
(2008-2009, 2011), a feat matched only by Iowa State (1927, 1955-56), Oklahoma State 
(1948, 1954, 1961) and Texas A&M (1987, 2004, 2006). 
 
The Fall Intercollegiate Meat Judging National Championships are Nov. 16 in Dakota 
City, Nebraska, while the national championships for livestock judging will be held Nov. 
17 at the North American International Livestock Expo in Louisville, Kentucky. 
 
 Once again, Tech is considered the team to beat in both competitions. 
 
“I’d say our judging program is evolving into one that everybody has to put on the list 
when they say, ‘If we’re going to win this contest, who do we have to beat?’” said Mark 
Miller, a professor of animal and food sciences in the College of Agricultural Sciences and 
Natural Resources and the coach of Texas Tech’s meat judging and meat science quiz bowl 
teams. 
 
National Reputation 
Since 1989, the meat judging team has captured 11 national championships, including a 
six-year stretch when it won five national titles from 2008 through 2013. Miller said the 
one team that finished second in 2010 might have been his best team ever. 
 



Loni Woolley, a graduate research assistant at Texas Tech who will earn her master’s 
degree in animal science in December, was a member of that 2010 team, helped coach the 
2013 national championship team and currently serves as assistant coach. She said the 
2010 team had a passion for meat judging, which allowed the squad to win all six 
competitions it entered leading up to the national championship. 
 
“We knew how to be humble as well,” said Woolley, who holds a bachelor’s degree in 
animal science from Texas Tech. “I saw about half the team at homecoming and we’re all 
like a big family and we just love each other. A few of us came from judging backgrounds 
at talented schools and some of us came from no judging background. We just had a good 
group that year.” 
 
The meat science quiz bowl team is the most recent national champion, winning the title in 
2014. The team has won seven national championships since 2003. 
 
“The three things we really focus on is pursuit of excellence, that’s No. 1,” Miller said. 
“The second thing is we try to make sure our students and all our people, as far as staff and 
faculty members, do it with honor. Striving for honor is really important to us. The last 
thing is serving unselfishly.” 
 
The only judging team that can match meat judging’s record of success is the livestock 
judging team. In fact, both the livestock judging team and the livestock and meat animal 
evaluation team captured national championships in 2007, 2008 and 2009, with each 
adding another one since. 
 
The livestock team’s success almost was instantaneous. Ryan Rathmann took over as 
coach in 2007 and led them to the national championship that year, though it was a 
struggle. 
 
Rathmann said the livestock judging team competed at 11 events in 2007 and lost every 
one of them until they reached the national championship. 
 
“That was a challenge that year working with students who didn’t have a taste of what it 
felt like to win,” Rathmann said. “They didn’t know how much fire they needed to work 
with to see their goal come to fruition.” 
 
“But the whole time they were getting better and better and better. By the end, they were 
totally bought in and they actually dominated the national championship contest.” 
 
Building a winner 
Texas Tech’s athletic coaches who played here aren’t the only ones on campus personally 
invested in their programs. 
 
Rathmann earned his doctoral degree from Texas Tech in 2008 after earning his bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees from Texas A&M. As a teaching assistant at A&M, Rathmann 
coached the school’s livestock team to three straight national championships (2002-2004). 
 
“You’ve got to have great students and you’ve got to work your butt off,” Rathmann said. 
“And like anything in life, you’ve got to have a little luck.” 
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Success at Texas Tech was instantaneous. The livestock judging program, which last won 
a national championship in 1985, won three straight national titles from 2007 to 2009, and 
the 2008 team holds the record for all-time highest team score. Rathmann said winning the 
title that first year was the most important step taken in making Texas Tech’s livestock 
judging program as successful as it is today. 
 
The key, Rathmann said, to building a good team every year is recruiting students who are 
intelligent, rational thinkers and are able to articulate detailed points. Not only are students 
who possess these traits successful in judging but also in the classroom. 
 
“We’re continually recruiting great students and staying committed to the amount of work 
it takes to realize success,” Rathmann said. “Competition fuels work ethic and people work 
harder because they want to be the best.” 
 
Like Rathmann, Miller is personally invested in his program as well, mainly because he 
was a part of it as a student when the program was considered one of the worst in the 
nation. 
 
Miller said the program was “last at the national championships more than any other 
university.” While a member of the program, he helped establish the Meat Science 
Association to help generate support, especially financial. The association allowed the 
team to recruit students and pay for travel. To competitions. 
 
That has led today to Texas Tech having the largest judging endowments in the country 
covering all costs of competition. Miller said alumni have generated more than $1 million 
for the endowment, and students have contributed to it through catering meals, grading 
carcasses and other service projects. Sales from Raider Red Meats inside the Animal and 
Food Sciences building also go to support the judging teams, students and department. 
 
It finally began paying off with a national championship in meat judging in 1989, and the 
next year, Miller returned to Texas Tech as a professor of meat science and coach of the 
judging team. 
 
Since Miller’s arrival, Texas Tech has won 10 national championships in meat judging and 
another seven in the meat science quiz bowl. Miller said much of the team’s success is due 
to the support from alumni and friends such as the San Antonio Livestock Show and 
Rodeo, Gordon Davis and CEV Multimedia and The Helen Jones Foundation. 
 
He also credited the support from family and staff members, such as Rathmann’s wife, 
Kayla, and Moriah Beyers, a coordinator in Animal and Food Sciences, with aiding in the 
team’s successes.  
 
“We always try to give a philosophy to our students on the meat judging team that it’s 
really more important for us to think about something bigger than ourselves, that we’re 



really representing Texas Tech,” Miller said. “We’ve been very fortunate to have the very 
best students start coming to Texas Tech, and that’s the reason our success is where it is.” 
 
Unlike livestock judging, Miller said no experience is necessary to join the meat judging 
team. In fact, sometimes, it’s better to have someone with no experience so they have no 
preconceived notions on how to judge and can be taught from the ground up. 
 
The only requirement to be on the meat judging team is enrollment in a livestock and meat 
evaluation class in the Department of Animal and Food Sciences. That allows team 
members to be more than just part of a team or the department, but also part of the Texas 
Tech community, Miller said. 
 
“It all became how we developed as people, what we are able to do as a person,” Miller 
said. “How we impact other people’s lives, the bigness of it, being something bigger than 
yourself. When we finally went to that and got everyone on the same page, we started 
seeing amazing success in all of our programs. 
 
“I will tell you the success we’ve had is totally due to the students and them being 
unselfish and not focusing on winning but what we can do to be the best every day, and 
that makes a big difference.” 
 
Woolley agreed, saying tradition plays a big part in the yearly success as well as wanting 
to live up to the reputation built over time as one of the top judging schools in the country. 
 
“We’re probably the No. 1 school for judging, and especially livestock and meat judging,” 
Woolley said. “Owning that for so many years and seeing the teams before you makes you 
want to be successful as well. Every year we keep getting better and better and everyone is 
very unselfish with their time. It’s a great environment to be around and it’s fun as well.” 
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Take a Hike: Honors College Professor Shares Stories From Iceland 
Kurt Caswell spent a summer in Iceland, hiking to and from the country’s natural wonders 

and exploring Iceland’s literary heritage. 
By Heidi Toth 

   
Kurt Caswell’s first night on the north tip of Iceland wasn’t much of a night. The boat 
dropped him and his friend off in Hornstrandir at about 4 p.m. They had a 16-kilometer 
hike through rugged, rocky terrain to get to their campsite. Sometimes they had a trail, 
sometimes they didn’t. There were no other people. 
 
“Sometimes you’re just forging across this boulder field,” the Honors College professor of 
creative writing and literature said. “You’re hopping from boulder to boulder for miles, 
following these 4- to 5-foot-tall cairns.” 
 
They finally made it to their camp at about 11 p.m., just in time to witness what passes for 
a sunset in northern Iceland, which sits close enough to the Arctic Circle that the sun 
doesn’t set. 
 
“The sun was just kind of hanging out right there on the horizon, and then it sort of dipped 
behind this headland and then came back out,” he said. “It was a very interesting moment. 
 
“It was this cold and windy and weird twilight that went on all night.” 
 
Caswell spent half of his 2013 summer in Iceland as part of a humanities grant, studying 
original texts of Icelandic literature and backpacking through the countryside. When he 
and a friend began the trip, they planned to walk from town to town, but quickly learned 
this meant they’d see a lot of cars and roadside but not much of the real countryside. With 
that realization, they took buses from town to town and then hiked out to different 
locations for three or four days at a time. 
 
“It’s just this wild landscape with no people in it, really,” he said of the small Nordic 
island. 
 
In honor of National Take a Hike Day, Caswell shared his most memorable moments from 
the trip, tips on how to enjoy hiking, where to hike safely in West Texas and the 
surrounding area and why Lubbock could benefit from a few more sidewalks. 
 
Journeys and destinations 
Caswell’s travels led him to Egilsstadir, a lake in eastern Iceland where, according to 
legend, a monster lives. It was last seen in 2011; a farmer saw the giant wormlike creature 
while drinking his morning coffee, so he filmed it with his phone and put it on YouTube.  
 



“We went to the lake and sat on the lake for about three hours waiting for the monster to 
show up, and unfortunately, it never appeared,” Caswell said.  
 
In a column he wrote about this adventure, he expounded on how, as a traveler in a foreign 
land, it felt strange to spend his day just sitting and waiting for something to happen, even 
with the aid of the rum his friend brought. Not always being on the go is part of 
experiencing a country and culture too, he wrote. 
 
Hornstrandir, which is the closest part of Iceland to Greenland, is now a nature preserve, 
home to much of the island’s Arctic fox population. Arctic foxes are the only mammal 
native to Iceland; all others were brought over by early Icelandic settlers. Hornstrandir is 
only accessible by boat and there was little in the way of infrastructure, so they camped, 
cooked their own food and walked around what felt, at times, like another world. 
 
“I’d read from another writer that when you’re in Iceland it really is like the world of 
Beowulf and Grendel, like you’ve gone back in time,” Caswell said. “If we felt that 
anywhere it was up there, right in the Hornstrandir.” 
 
Another of his favorite treks was to Dettifoss, said to be the most powerful waterfall in 
Europe and the background for the opening scenes of the 2012 movie “Prometheus.” 
Instead of taking a bus, he and his friend hiked the trail along the top of the gorge, drinking 
in the views overlooking the sheer canyon to the river below.  
 
Icelandic literature 
His trip wasn’t all picking his way over rock fields and traipsing along river gorges. 
Caswell spent a couple of weeks in Reykjavik, Iceland’s capital, waiting for access to a 
manuscript archive in the Árni Magnússon Institute for Icelandic Studies that has originals 
of some of Iceland’s medieval literature. Even with only 330,000 people in the world 
speaking Icelandic, the language and literary tradition remains alive and vibrant. 
 
“Some scholars call it one of the great wonders of the world, especially in the world of 
storytelling,” Caswell said.  
 
The sagas follow real Icelanders on their adventures through real Iceland. Most of the 
people are not quite as heroic as Beowulf, the subject of the well-known epic poem. The 
protagonists aren’t always particularly likable either, and some of them got rather violent. 
 
“They’re not superhuman, but they’re super interesting,” Caswell said. 
 
Exploring in and around Lubbock 
Caswell has lived in Lubbock for nine years but admitted he hasn’t done much exploring 
of the typical Texas offerings – Dallas, Houston, San Antonio. That’s not to say he hasn’t 
explored, he just usually heads west instead of east for his travels.  
 
He recommended the White Mountains near Ruidoso, New Mexico, as well as most of the 
mountains near Ruidoso and Cloudcroft, and the Pecos Wilderness, which is accessible 
through Santa Fe, New Mexico. Both are about a 5-hour drive from Lubbock. 
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He also recommended just walking around the city. Caswell grew up in Alaska, Oregon 
and Idaho and, up until moving to Lubbock, had the option of walking a few steps out his 
back door and finding himself in the wilderness. He still walks around Lubbock, although 
he wished the city would use sidewalks and greenways to encourage people to get out of 
their cars. With so few sidewalks in Lubbock, he doesn’t feel safe walking in many parts 
of the city, nor does he appreciate the scenery of passing cars and road signs. 
 
“It seems to me that since our world is so centered now around the automobile, it’s really 
difficult to find places that are pleasing to walk,” he said. “It seems that people who want 
to travel on foot are pushed out to the fringes. I just don’t know why a city this size with so 
many students doesn’t care about their pedestrians.” 
 
Kurt Caswell’s hiking tips 

1. Be prepared for sudden weather changes and other unlikely situations. Carry food 
and water. 

2. Take a notebook. “If you think that you will remember all of the thoughts that 
you’ve had, you probably won’t, so you should write them down.” 

3. Invest in good shoes. 
4. Trim your toenails to avoid blisters.  

 
Read more about Caswell’s trip here. 
 
 
 

http://www.mcsweeneys.net/columns/dispatches-from-iceland
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Texas Tech Holiday Gifts Available 
A portion of the proceeds will benefit student scholarships and the university. 

By Zoe Bell 
 

Several Texas Tech University holiday gifts are available for purchase this holiday season. 
A portion of the proceeds for each gift with benefit either student scholarships or a Texas 
Tech program. 
 
2014 Texas Tech Ornaments  
 
Texas Tech offers ornaments this year, celebrating two of Texas Tech’s newest buildings. 
The limited edition Burkhart Center for Autism Education & Research stained glass 
ornament is $35, and the Kent R. Hance Chapel stained glass ornament is $25. Every year, 
new ornaments are available so Texas Tech supporters can collect the entire set. To order 
this year’s ornaments or ornaments from 1997 through the current year, visit 
www.merchandise.ttu.edu. Ornament sales benefit student scholarships.   
 
Raider Red Meats 
 
Raider Red Meats offers many specials perfect for gifts and the holiday season. The Meat 
Science program allows students to gain experience in business and meat science. All 
proceeds generated from the sale of meats will provide funds for judging teams, graduate 
student research and scholarships for students within the Department of Animal and Food 
Sciences. To purchase Raider Red Meats, visit www.depts.ttu.edu/meatscience/orders/ or 
visit COWamonogus! in the Animal and Food Sciences Building from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday and Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 
Burkhart Center for Autism Education & Research Art 
 
Students from the Burkhart Center for Autism Education & Research will be selling their 
handmade wreaths, picture frames, jewelry and Christmas cards for the holiday season. 
The money raised will go back into the center’s art program.  
 
Interested buyers can contact the Burkhart Center at (806) 742-4561 to make a purchase or 
place a special order.  

 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/burkhartcenter/
http://www.toptiercatering.ttu.edu/catering/index.php/kent-r-hance-chapel
http://www.merchandise.ttu.edu/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/meatscience/orders/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/afs/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/afs/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/meatscience/orders/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/cowamongus/westerncow/Home.htm
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/burkhartcenter/
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Texas Tech Offers Something for Every Sweet Tooth to Savor 
Hospitality Services’ chef creates easy-to-make recipes for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

By K'Leigh Sims 
 

The time has come when stretchy pants are in style and homemade cooking is at its prime.  
 
Texas Tech University’s Hospitality Services recently added a new menu feature to help 
students get in the holiday spirit with 10 days of homemade Thanksgiving desserts at The 
Market, located in the Stangel/Murdough residence hall. The desserts, which were unveiled 
once a day from Nov. 10-21, were: 
 

• Apple dumplings 
• Banana pudding 
• Pumpkin crème brulee 
• Cranberry oatmeal bars 
• Chocolate caramel pecan pie 
• Bread pudding 
• Pumpkin roll 
• Chocolate peppermint whoopie pies 
• Sweet potato pie 
• Tres leches cake 

 
Hospitality Services chef Kara Perez prepared each of the recipes. 
 
“At The Market, we know seeing the same food every day can become monotonous,” she 
said. “We strive to offer our customers something new and different on a regular basis. A 
lot of our students live here on campus, so we really want them to feel like this is their home 
and help them to look forward to eating with us on campus. What better way to celebrate 
the holiday season than with some delicious seasonal desserts? We hope everyone enjoyed 
our sweet treats.” 
 
Perez shared some of her sweet treat recipes with Texas Tech Today for Red Raider fans to 
enjoy over the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
 
Apple Dumplings 
 
Ingredients: 

• 2 large Granny Smith apples, peeled and cored 
• 2 (10-ounce) cans refrigerated crescent roll dough 



• 1 cup butter 
• 1 1/2 cups white sugar 
• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
• 1 (12-ounce) can Mountain Dew 

 
Directions: 

1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees and grease a 9x13-inch baking dish. 
2. Cut each apple into eight wedges and set aside. Separate crescent roll dough into 

triangles. Roll each apple wedge in crescent roll dough, starting at the smallest end. 
Pinch to seal and place in the baking dish. 

3. Melt butter in a small saucepan and stir in the sugar and cinnamon. Pour over the 
apple dumplings, and then pour the Mountain Dew over the dumplings as well. 

4. Bake for 35-45 minutes, or until golden brown. 
 
 

Pumpkin Crème Brulee 
 
Ingredients: 

• 1 1/2 cups heavy cream 
• 1/2 cup whole milk 
• 1/8 teaspoon cinnamon 
• 2 pinches nutmeg 
• 1 pinch ginger 
• 1 pinch ground cloves 
• 4 egg yolks 
• 1/2 cup granulated sugar 
• 1/4 cup canned pumpkin puree (not pumpkin pie filling) 
• 1/3 cup coarse sugar or raw sugar 

 
Directions: 

1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. 
2. In a medium saucepan, heat the heavy cream, milk, cinnamon, nutmeg, ginger and 

cloves over medium heat, stirring occasionally until it comes to a boil.  
3. Remove from heat and set aside for at least 15 minutes. 
4. In a large bowl, whisk the egg yolks with the granulated sugar. 
5. Whisking constantly, gradually pour in the hot cream mixture.  
6. Whisk in the pumpkin puree. 
7. Pour the mixture into four ovenproof ramekins and arrange in a hot water bath.  
8. Bake in the center of the oven for 30-40 minutes, or until the mixture is almost set 

but still a bit soft in the center. The custard should “shimmy” a bit when you shake 
the pan; it will firm up more as it cools.  

9. Remove from the water bath and let it cool for 15 minutes.  
10. Tightly cover each ramekin with plastic wrap, making sure the plastic does not 

touch the surface of the custard.  
11. Refrigerate at least two hours and up to 24 hours.  

 
When ready to serve: 

1. Preheat a broiler to very hot or fire up your kitchen torch. 
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2. Uncover the chilled custards and pour as much coarse sugar that will fit on top of 
one custard. Pour off the remaining sugar onto the next custard. Repeat until all of 
the custards are coated. Discard any remaining sugar.  

3. Place the ramekins on a baking sheet or in a roasting pan and broil 1-2 minutes, or 
until the sugar is melted and well browned. Let the custards cool one minute before 
serving. Note: if you have a kitchen torch, use it to melt and brown the sugar 
instead of broiling it. 

 
 
Chocolate Caramel Pecan Pie 
 
Ingredients: 

• Chocolate filling 
o 1 1/2 cups sugar 
o 3/4 cup melted butter 
o 1/3 cup all-purpose flour 
o 1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa 
o 1 tablespoon light corn syrup 
o 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
o 3 large eggs 
o 1 cup toasted, chopped pecans 
o 1 (9-inch) unbaked, deep-dish pie shell 

• Salted caramel topping 
o 3/4 cup sugar 
o 1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice 
o 1/4 cup water 
o 1/3 cup heavy cream 
o 4 tablespoons butter 
o 1/4 teaspoon table salt 
o 2 cups toasted pecan halves 

 
Directions: 

1. Prepare filling 
a. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Stir together sugar, melted butter, all-purpose 

flour, unsweetened cocoa, light corn syrup and vanilla extract.  
b. Add eggs, stirring until well blended. 
c. Fold in chopped pecans. 
d. Pour mixture into pie shell. 
e. Bake for 35 minutes.  
f. Remove from oven to wire rack (filling will be loose but will set as it 

cools). 
2. Prepare topping 

a. Bring sugar, lemon juice and water to a boil in a medium saucepan over 
high heat. Do not stir.  



b. Boil mixture for eight minutes, swirling occasionally after sugar begins to 
change color. Color will be dark amber. Note: do not walk away from the 
pan, as the sugar could burn quickly once it begins to change color. 

c. Remove from heat and add heavy cream and butter. 
d. Stir constantly for one minute or until bubbling stops and butter is 

incorporated. Stir in table salt.  
3. Arrange pecan halves on pie. Top with warm caramel.  

 
Pumpkin Roll 
 
Ingredients: 

• Cake 
o 1/4 cup powdered sugar (to sprinkle on a towel) 
o 3/4 cup all-purpose flour 
o 1/2 teaspoon baking powder 
o 1/2 teaspoon baking soda 
o 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
o 1/2 teaspoon ground cloves 
o 1/4 teaspoon salt 
o 3 large eggs 
o 1 cup granulated sugar 
o 2/3 cup pumpkin puree 

• Filling 
o 1 (8-ounce) package cream cheese 
o 1 cup powdered sugar 
o 6 tablespoons butter or margarine 
o 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
o Powdered sugar (optional for decoration) 

 
Directions: 

1. Prepare the cake 
a. Preheat the oven to 375 degrees. 
b. Grease 15x10-inch jellyroll pan and line with wax paper. Grease and flour 

paper. 
c. Sprinkle a thin, cotton kitchen towel with powdered sugar. Note: Be sure to 

put enough powdered sugar on the towel when rolling up the cake so it will 
not stick. 

d. Combine flour, baking powder, baking soda, cinnamon, cloves and salt in a 
small bowl.  

e. In a large mixing bowl, beat eggs and granulated sugar until thick.  
f. Beat in pumpkin puree.  
g. Stir in flour mixture.  
h. Spread evenly into prepared pan. Sprinkle with nuts.  
i. Bake for 13-15 minutes or until the top of the cake springs back when 

touched. Note: if using a dark-colored pan, begin checking the cake for its 
doneness at 11 minutes.  

j. Immediately loosen and turn cake onto prepared towel. Carefully peel off 
paper.  
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k. Roll up cake and towel together, starting with the narrow end. Cool on a 
wire rack.  

2. Prepare the filling 
a. Beat cream cheese, powdered sugar, butter and vanilla extract in a small 

mixing bowl until smooth.  
b. Carefully unroll the cake and spread cream cheese mixture over the cake.  
c. Reroll cake, wrap in plastic wrap and refrigerate for at least an hour.  
d. Sprinkle with powdered sugar before serving, if desired.  

 
 
Chocolate Peppermint Whoopie Pies 
 
Ingredients:  

• Cookies 
o 2 cups flour 
o 1/2 cup cocoa powder 
o 1 teaspoon baking powder 
o 1 teaspoon baking soda 
o 1 teaspoon salt 
o 1/2 cup (or 1 stick) butter 
o 1 cup brown sugar, packed 
o 1 egg 
o 1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract 
o 1/2 teaspoon peppermint extract 
o 1 cup buttermilk 

• Filling 
o 1/2 cup (or 1 stick) butter, softened 
o 1 (7.5 ounce) jar marshmallow fluff 
o 2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
o 1 1/4 cups powdered sugar 
o 1 cup crushed peppermint candies (approximately 50 peppermint disks) 

 
Directions: 

1. Prepare the cookies 
a. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. In a medium bowl, combine flour, cocoa 

powder, baking powder, baking soda and salt. Set aside.  
b. In a large bowl, cream butter and brown sugar with an electric mixer until 

light and fluffy. Add egg and extracts; mix well.  
c. Slowly add flour mixture and buttermilk, alternating, beginning and ending 

with the flour mixture.  
d. Cover dough and chill at least 30 minutes.  
e. Drop dough by rounded tablespoons onto a parchment-lined baking sheet, 

placing cookies two inches apart.  
f. Bake cookies 9-12 minutes, or until firm.  
g. Cool cookies on pan for 3-5 minutes, or until set.  
h. Transfer cookies to a wire rack to cool completely.  



2. Prepare the filling 
a. In a large bowl, cream together butter, marshmallow fluff and vanilla 

extract until light and fluffy.  
b. Add powdered sugar slowly and mix well.  
c. Spread flat side of half the cookies with a heaping tablespoon of filling 
d. Top with a second cookie to create a sandwich.  
e. Chill cookies to set filling. 
f. Roll edges in crushed peppermint candies.  

3. Store filled cookies, unfilled cookies and filling in the refrigerator. Filled cookies 
can last up to three days, and unfilled cookies and filling can last up to a week in 
the refrigerator.  

4. Bring cookies to room temperature before serving.  
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Texas Tech Rodeo Team Wraps Up Successful Fall Campaign 
Strong showing in every event gives the team needed push into the spring season. 

By George Watson 
   
The Texas Tech University men’s and women’s rodeo teams recently wrapped up 
competition for the fall with a strong showing at its home event, the 65th Annual Texas 
Tech Rodeo. 
 
Kynzie Rae McNeill qualified for the short round in barrel racing and took third at the 
Texas Tech event, while Macie Friess placed third in breakaway roping. In goat tying, 
Kipty Watt, Sarah Gunkel and Jessa Galloway finished third, fifth and 10th, respectively. 
 
On the men’s side, Wesley Salmon of Texas Tech partnered with Wyatt Schaack of South 
Plains College to qualify for the short round in team roping by placing fourth in the long-
go. 
 
Throughout the fall, saddle bronc rider Treyson Antonick was perhaps the most consistent 
performer for the Texas Tech rodeo team. He opened the fall by qualifying for the short 
round at a competition at Eastern New Mexico University (ENMU) in Portales, New 
Mexico. He followed that with a third-place finish at Sul Ross State University in Alpine 
and a fifth-place finish at Vernon College. He also qualified for the short round at the West 
Texas A&M University rodeo in Canyon. 
 
McNeill qualified for the short round in goat tying at ENMU and in breakaway roping in 
Vernon, and she also finished third in goat tying at Vernon. 
 
Gunkel finished second overall in goat tying at Sul Ross State and fifth at West Texas 
A&M. 
 
Stetson Corman captured the overall championship at the Sul Ross State rodeo in calf 
roping with a time of 18.80. 
 
Other top performers at each rodeo included: 
 

• Eastern New Mexico – short round qualifiers: Kristin Shoppa, barrel racing; 
Madison Ward, goat tying. 

• Sul Ross State – short round qualifiers: Kipty Watt, breakaway roping; Chelsi 
Arnold, breakaway roping (fourth); Jessa Galloway, goat tying; Jessie Kirkes, goat 
tying; Madison Ward, goat tying. 

http://www.orgs.ttu.edu/tturodeoassociation/


• Vernon College – short round qualifiers: Merrick Brooks, bull riding (fifth); Jessie 
Kirkes, breakaway roping; Watt, goat tying. 

• West Texas A&M – short round qualifiers: Galloway, barrel racing; Shoppa, barrel 
racing; Arnold, goat tying. 

 
The Texas Tech rodeo team will take the rest of the fall off to prepare for the spring 
season, which begins in March. 
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Texas Tech University Program Designs Robotics Competition Theme 
West Texas BEST creates STEM awareness. 

By Emily Gardner 
 
Texas Tech University’s West Texas Boosting Engineering, Science and Technology 
(BEST) Program recently finished their season, which included their first time designing 
the structure of the annual national robotics competition, and Texas Tech student Ismael 
Castillo-Avila said he had a blast. 
 
BEST is a robotics program that middle and high school students participate in across the 
nation, said Levi Johnson, senior project administrator for the STEM Center for Outreach, 
Research and Education (STEM-CORE). Texas Tech is host to the West Texas BEST 
program. 
 
“West Texas BEST,” said Richard Gale, West Texas BEST hub director, “is the middle 
pipeline I put in place here to try to jump interest in STEM disciplines as early as 
elementary school and then provide continuity through the robotics competitions and 
programs that go all the way through graduate school at Texas Tech.” 
 
The Texas Tech designed competition ends Dec. 7 after the country’s other regional 
sections compete. This year no national championship occurs, Gale said, because it has not 
been three years yet. West Texas BEST competed in their regional competition Nov. 14-
15. 
 
Four of the schools the program represents – Frenship High School, Lazbuddie High 
School, Cavazos Middle School and Canyon High School – advanced to the competition in 
Dallas. Frenship placed second in the BEST awards and was a finalist in the robot 
competition. Lazbuddie finished second in the Form Factor section.  
 
For full results, click here. 
 
“The teams did wonderfully well,” Gale said. “I have to brag on the Frenship team because 
they took the No. 2 spot for the highest award in the game, the BEST award, which 
includes the notebook, and robot, as well as the team’s booth at the competition, and 
interviews with the judges. You have to have the whole package for the BEST award, and 
they were judged No. 2, which is great.” 
 
The planning for the competition topic begins a year and a half ahead of schedule, Gale 
said. BEST’s national organizers send out a request for proposals to every hub in the 
nation. To apply, hubs must create a rough outline of theme and show they have the 
resources to design and create the competition playing field. The hub’s proposal involved 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/tstem/students/competitions/best_robotics.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/tstem/students/competitions/best_robotics.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/stem/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/stem/
http://www.utdallas.edu/best/


creating a competition field that would involve the student-built robots transporting and 
assembling wind turbines. 
 
The competition surrounded wind turbines, Gale said, because the turbines are highly 
visible engineering around West Texas, and his hub co-director Stacey Young deals with 
the effects of oversized and overweight materials being transported across roads and 
bridges firsthand because of her work at the Texas Department of Transportation. Planners 
added an environmental stewardship component to the competition because it is an 
important concept for young engineers to understand. 
 
“It was a really popular game,” Gale said, “and I sort of chuckle when I say that, because 
we didn’t think it was going to be because there were lots of complaints about it going 
forward when we had the rules sent out.” 
 
West Texas BEST extends invitations to about 26 middle and high schools in Lubbock and 
surrounding areas, and about 20 schools participate in the competition each year, Gale said. 
During the state competition, students are expected to modify the project they already 
created, Gale said. About 60 teams competed throughout the state. 
 
“This is a particularly exciting program in that middle and high schools get to participate at 
essentially no cost,” Johnson said, “as the hubs raise the necessary funds to provide the 
bulk of the materials.” 
 
During a six-week period students build, program, test and modify robots and complete 
required tasks outlined as part of the game, Johnson said. Students also create engineering 
notebooks, table displays and a presentation discussing the development and creative 
process behind their robot, which are given to judges at the competition. 
 
The West Texas BEST regional hub was established in 1995, according to the BEST 
website. Texas Tech sponsors and funds the program with help from local industry, Gale 
said. The purpose of BEST and the other robotics programs at Texas Tech is to increase 
enrollments in the STEM disciplines. 
 
College of Engineering students can participate in the program, Gale said. West Texas 
BEST has students who participated in robotics competitions in high school and wanted to 
remain involved, students involved in organizations such as the Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers and Eta Kappa Nu as well as students needing 10 hours of 
professional development for service for their laboratory classes. Students have started 
their own teams with their professional companies after they graduated. 
 
“There are several opportunities for involvement,” Gale said. “I think the most valuable for 
our undergraduates is the opportunity for leadership development. They work with the high 
school student participants in the programs directly. They coach them in programming, 
design, the entire engineering design process and critical thinking.” 
 
Those participating in the program learn about the engineering design process and 
electrical engineering through motors and batteries used to create the windmill as well as 
the programming skills needed, Gale said. They also learn to communicate better and how 
to work on teams through the process. 

http://www.bestinc.org/b_history.php
http://www.bestinc.org/b_history.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/
http://www.orgs.ttu.edu/ieee/about.php
http://www.orgs.ttu.edu/ieee/about.php
http://orgs.tntech.edu/hkn/
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Krista Petty, a sophomore art history major from Wake Village, was the coordinator of this 
year’s program. She coordinated volunteers who worked jobs that included safety, scoring 
and maintenance of robots. She also made sure the necessary equipment was present where 
it was needed. 
 
“I’ve only been involved with BEST for a year,” she said. “Due in part to this, I have seen 
only one side of the program, which is the competition. I greatly enjoyed the actual game 
because I saw the results and performances of intelligent middle school and high school 
teams.” 
 
Ismael Castillo-Avila, a senior mechanical engineering major from Baytown, has been 
involved with the BEST program in various aspects since 2011. Most recently, he helped 
design the prototype and build the 2014 BEST game with Gale and other members. He 
said his favorite part of the program was the mixture between applying mechanical 
engineering concepts learned in class to real world projects, and he liked mentoring the 
local Lubbock teams during the competition. 
 
“We want to deliver the message that engineering is important,” Gale said. “We want to 
encourage students to at least investigate the STEM disciplines. We try to share our love 
for engineering. Competitions like this go a long way toward giving students a practical 
appreciation for a lot of the theoretical concepts that they learn in school.” 
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The Chosen One: How the Masked Rider, Horse is Selected 
Candidates must go through extensive tryouts and testing to  

become a part of Texas Tech’s most celebrated tradition. 
By K'Leigh Sims 

 
Every spring, when the Texas Tech University Masked Rider hands over their 
responsibilities to a new rider at the annual Transfer of the Reins ceremony, a new year 
begins with appearances, events and bone-chilling entrances at Texas Tech football games.  
 
Choosing the new Masked Riders is no easy task, though. Months of different tests narrow 
down applicants one by one, leaving the best of the best.  
 
Masked Rider tryout process 
Every January, the process of finding a new Masked Rider begins. Those who wish to 
apply, first, must have the proper equestrian knowledge to be able to tend to horse Fearless 
Champion’s needs and care. Candidates test their skills by taking a written exam covering 
basic horse knowledge.  
 
The equine topics covered in the exam include: 
 

• Health 
• Disease 
• Vaccinations 
• Injuries 
• Anatomy 
• Physiology 
• Equipment  
• Safety 

 
Before candidates can participate in riding tryouts, each must score 80 percent or higher on 
the written exam and pass a preliminary screening for academic and employment 
eligibility. If they get passed that portion, they advance to the riding portion of the tryouts, 
where each candidate rides Fearless Champion in front of a panel of judges. 
 
During the ride, candidates are judged on horsemanship skills, proper saddling and riding 
procedures and ability to execute basic riding maneuvers, including circles, gait transitions, 
stops, back and turns. Those who do not demonstrate proper horsemanship or skill are 
dismissed and their candidacy is terminated. Candidates who score 80 percent or higher on 
the riding portion move on to the next tryout task. 
 



The next task is a simulation where each candidate must hitch the Texas Tech Masked 
Rider trailer, load Fearless Champion and drive the truck and trailer through a series of 
maneuvers. Up to three judges evaluate each candidate’s ability to handle the truck and 
trailer without any assistance. 
 
Those who pass the simulation test participate in 30-minute interviews with the Masked 
Rider Advisory Committee. Interview topics include public relations, horse care and the 
university.  
 
Once interviews are completed, the Masked Rider Advisory Committee uses the 
candidate’s application, evaluations, equestrian results and interviews to determine the new 
Masked Rider.  
 
 
How Texas Tech chooses the Masked Rider horse 
After serving more than a decade as the university’s mascot, horse Midnight Matador 
retired in October 2012 due to a leg injury, causing Texas Tech to search for a new horse.  
 
After searching extensively, Texas Tech purchased Fearless Champion in 2013, a now 10-
year-old Quarter Horse gelding from a ranch in Tulia.  
 
Although the idea of purchasing a black Quarter Horse seems simple, Sam Jackson, 
associate chair and professor in the Department of Animal and Food Sciences and Masked 
Rider Program adviser, disagrees.  
 
Jackson searched for three months before finding a horse that fit the strict qualifications.  
 
When searching for a new horse, Jackson looked for these qualities: 
 

• Strong and sturdy 
• Mild, obedient temperament 
• Well-broke 
• Not easily flustered or distracted 
• Ability to move quickly 
• Willing and proud demeanor 

 
After receiving dozens of submissions, Jackson said it was easy to narrow the selections 
even before seeing the horses in person.  
 
“We got video submissions with horses where the color was off or horses that were not 
well-trained,” Jackson said. “The Masked Rider horse must be able to take direction and be 
quiet in its disposition.” 
 
Once Jackson narrowed the choices, he visited and rode the horses to see exactly how each 
acted. Those horses that exhibited the correct traits, were brought to Texas Tech to take in 
stimuli for a game.  
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/afs/
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When Fearless Champion visited the Texas Tech campus, he attended band practices, 
observed fireworks, met Raider Red, watched and heard pistol and cannon fire and even 
made his first football ride at the Meineke Car Care Bowl.  
 
Jackson said its very hard for most horses to get through band practice without being 
distracted by all the noise.  
 
“If the horse can’t handle a band practice, then it would not be able to handle a football 
game,” he said.  
 
Fearless Champion proved he was the right horse for the important job and was chosen to 
carry the Masked Rider across the field for years to come.  
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Wonder Woman’s Role as Feminist Icon Part of Historian’s Book Project 
Honors College professor Keira Williams won a Smithsonian fellowship to research the 

superheroine’s creator for a book on matriarchies in pop culture. 
By Heidi Toth 

 
Keira Williams’s first book investigated the gender politics of a Southern woman who 
drowned her two children then spent nine days telling the story of a black man 
kidnapping them. For her second book, she found a lighter topic – Wonder Woman. 
 
She found the man behind Wonder Woman was a woefully unrecognized polyamorous 
feminist who was part of a century of trends regarding the portrayal of feminism and 
matriarchal societies in U.S. popular culture. 
 
Williams, an assistant professor who teaches history and women’s studies for the Honors 
College, heard of William Moulton Marston, the creator of Wonder Woman, when a 
photojournalist friend called her from the Smithsonian. This friend was taking pictures of 
some of the library’s collections and had just learned about Marston’s unusual life, which 
spanned law school, teaching psychology and going to Hollywood before creating the 
country’s most well-known superheroine. 
 
“I really don’t have much of an argument yet, except a vague one that each of these 
matriarchies will tell us something specific about that era in American culture,” Williams 
said. “But I don’t know what the specifics are yet because I haven’t done all of the 
research in order to be able to compare them all.”  
 
The historian recently received a residential scholarship from the Smithsonian Libraries 
to research Marston and his varied professional and personal life as part of her overall 
research on a new book. She’ll compare matriarchies in pop culture ranging from 
feminist utopian novels of the early 1900s to the men’s rights movement that has surged 
in recent years. She’ll spend a month next summer at the Dibner Library of the History of 
Science and Technology going through Marston’s personal papers, reading published 
clips about him and reading every single Wonder Woman comic from 1941 to today, plus 
early unpublished sketches. 
 
“I’m interested just to get my hands on some of those and see what they look like,” she 
said. 
 
 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/facultybios/2013/keira_williams.php


Wonder Woman’s origin, decline and resurgence 
 
Marston’s bedazzled heroine came to the United States from Paradise Island, a utopian 
land of Amazon women who fled from ancient Greece and were granted immortality and 
superpowers. Wonder Woman, who left the island to bring back an American whose 
plane crashed, had a lasso of truth and bracelets that could stop bullets. 
 
She was in her heyday in the early 1940s, Williams said. Comic books had just become 
popular, and Wonder Woman followed Superman and Batman. She was most popular 
among teenage boys who were and still remain the largest market for comic books, but 
she’s the most widely read comic among girls. She was undoubtedly a feminist who 
didn’t fit into any of the gender stereotypes of her day. 
 
After Marston’s death from cancer in 1947, the comic declined in terms of popularity and 
as a feminist icon, Williams said. From 1968 to 1972, Wonder Woman traded in her 
superpowers for martial arts and a clothing boutique in Manhattan.  
 
“She seems like she must have fallen by the wayside at some point, but it’s because she 
doesn’t have these other manifestations,” Williams said. “She’s not like Superman, who 
gets a new movie every decade. Wonder Woman doesn’t seem to translate to the screen 
as well, or at least no one has done it right.” 
 
Today, however, the star-spangled superheroine is on her way up. Her comic book’s 
popularity is on the upswing, DC Comics has announced a Wonder Woman movie is in 
the works and promised she would appear in other superhero movies. The first published 
biography of Marston just hit bookshelves.  
 
Wonder Woman, in fact, was on the cover of the New York Review of Books in early 
November. 
 
“I think she’s having a renaissance,” Williams said. 
 
The rest of the book 
Williams’ research starts in the late 1800s and early 1900s. Chapter 1 starts with the 
Chicago World Fair, which included an exhibit of “African Amazons,” supposedly a tribe 
of female warriors from various parts of Africa. Williams said the exhibit intended to 
juxtapose this primitive matriarchal society with the civilized American patriarchy of the 
day, making it both sexist and racist. 
 
That chapter then moved to the turn of the century, as a flurry of matriarchal utopian 
novels from feminist writers appeared. Those books compared societies set either far in 
the past or future to the perceived broken patriarchal societies of that time.  
 
“Their idea was to sort of show the problems with male dominance or patriarchy in 
current society by making up this other society,” she said.  
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Those literary utopias worked about as well as all the other utopias depicted in novels. 
 
“There are problems with all of them,” Williams said. “Even if you identify as a feminist 
you read these feminist matriarchies and you’re like, ‘I do not want to live there. It does 
not sound wonderful.’” 
 
Wonder Woman will come next, and the rest of the book will expand as Williams goes 
through literature, articles and various other media to examine feminism and matriarchy 
in American literature, movies, TV shows and music. She’ll spend some of her time in 
Washington, D.C., looking up other matriarchal societies, and she has a few trips planned 
to various universities and libraries throughout the country to go through their 
documents. 
 
Her final chapter will run up to the present. Matriarchal influences manifest differently 
today than they did a century ago, Williams said. In the age of social media and the 
blogosphere, the group most likely to be discussing matriarchies is the men’s rights 
movement. They’re not thinking of a utopian Paradise Island, though. Men’s rights 
activists raise up and rail against a Hillary Clinton-led dystopia. 
 
“That’s the word they use. Their big fear is matriarchy,” Williams said. “We’re all going 
to hell in a hand basket if a matriarchy takes over is what these men fear.” 
 
After completing her research at the Smithsonian, Williams hopes to have a book 
proposal to publishers by fall 2015. 
 
 
Sidebar: 
William Marston, feminist 
Marston, Wonder Woman’s creator, had unusual ideas for the 1930s. His wife was the 
primary breadwinner. His mistress lived with his family and they told everyone, even her 
kids, that she was a live-in nanny. He had ideas about dominance, submission and world 
peace at a time when the country was caught between two world wars and a depression. 
 
“He thought women had overexaggerated their submissive instinct to men, and men in 
turn had overexaggerated their dominant instinct,” Williams said. “The way to right that 
balance was for women to start exaggerating their dominant instincts and for men to 
submit to women. You can see some of these theories playing out in Wonder Woman. 
She ties men up all the time and makes them tell the truth. 
 
“Wonder Woman was kind of his manifestation of his pop cultural theories.” 
 
Sound a little, well, kinky? That’s Marston. He didn’t shy away from sex talks, including 
a love advice column for “Family Circle” magazine and a book purported to be a 
biography of Julius Caesar, which Williams said was basically soft-core pornography. 
 



Additionally, his mistress, Olive Byrne, was the niece of Margaret Sanger, the founder of 
Planned Parenthood and mother of birth control.  
 
“He identified as a feminist,” Williams said. “He identified with the feminism of the 
time.” 
 
In addition to teaching and writing, Marston was one of the investors of the first lie 
detector test, which is why his papers are in the science and technology library. Lilla 
Vekerdy, the head of special collections for the Dibner Library, said Williams’ proposal 
rose to the top both because of its thoroughness but also because of its unusual nature. 
 
“Her clearly stated project proposal approaches the subject from intriguing points of 
view, like Marston’s psychological and social ideas which played such an important role 
in the formulation of Wonder Woman’s story and character,” Vekerdy said. 
 



Zachary Lindsey 
By Ruby Grace 

 
Zachary Lindsey was headed down a dark road in his early 20s. He was always looking 
for trouble and never worried about the consequences. 
 
Little did he know, one decision would change his life for the better. 
 
"I thought I would end up in a bar ditch or jail,” Lindsey said. “But, one day, I literally 
walked out of my math class here at Texas Tech and went straight to the marine 
recruiting office. Less than a month later, I was gone to boot camp."  
 
Eight years later, Lindsey is again a student at Texas Tech University, only this time as a 
retired sergeant of the United States Marine Corps. The 30-year-old Tahoka native 
endured many physical, mental and emotional trials during his service, but said he would 
not be the man he is today without the Marines. 
 
“I have short-term memory loss, damaged hearing, no feeling in my right leg and a right 
arm that barely works,” he said. “But I learned self-discipline and leadership. I lived for 
deployment and I had some of the most fun you would never want to have again.”  
 
Most people wouldn’t consider camping out in 140-degree heat while carrying 80 pounds 
of armor and 20 pounds of ammunition fun, but Lindsey said it was the kind of misery 
that turned into the best times of his life.  
 
“You haven’t eaten real food in two weeks. You don't even know what a toilet is. You 
haven’t seen a porta potty in four weeks. You haven’t showered in three weeks,” Lindsey 
said. “You’re just so God-awful miserable, you end up having some of the most fun 
you’ve ever had in your entire life.”  
 
Lindsey spent the first four years of his service deployed overseas, including two years in 
Iraq. In 2010, toward the end of his time in Iraq, Lindsey was wounded in an explosion, 
causing severe irreparable nerve damage. 
 
“At first they couldn’t figure out what was wrong with me, so they just had me on a lot of 
pain medication,” he said. “But that was probably the worst pain I’ve ever had.” 
 
Lindsey needed several medical procedures to alleviate the severity of his nerve damage. 
In his last surgery in April 2013, he received metal implants all along the right side of his 
body, leaving him numb in his leg and with a partially functional arm. 
 
"I am airport security's worst nightmare now," Lindsey said.  
 
With no chance of another deployment, Lindsey retired from the Marines in November 
2013.  
 



Shortly thereafter, he and his wife of eight years, Megan Solis, left Washington D.C., and 
returned to Lubbock where Lindsey is finishing his degree at Texas Tech.  
 
Retirement has been everything but easy for Lindsey. He said the tight-knit camaraderie 
and deep-rooted traditions of the Marine Corps is not easily forgotten.   
 
“When you leave a brotherhood like the Marine Corps, you feel a sense of grief and 
loss,” Lindsey said. “You feel disconnected from the people around you because they 
don’t know what it’s like to be in a war. It’s like trying to explain the color blue to a blind 
person. Slowly you start to come around and enjoy your new surroundings. Plus, there is 
definitely a lot more scenery on a college campus than there is on a military insulation.”  
 
Lindsey, a mechanical engineering major, is part of Texas Tech’s Military and Veteran’s 
Program (MVP) and said its staff has been exceptionally accommodating and supportive 
throughout his transition. 
 
"Those guys are awesome. Ryan VanDusen and his staff are amazing," he said. "I came 
back and I had no idea where to go, what to do or anything, but they held my hand and 
have answers to any questions I have.” 
 
As he slowly assimilates to life back home, Lindsey said he finds comfort and solace 
from veterans at the MVP center.  
 
"I go to the veterans’ center all the time,” Lindsey said. “I like to joke around and be 
around other veterans because, even if you never served with them, they served under the 
same circumstances you did. So that bond is already there." 
 
Lindsey also has support from his best friend and service dog, Dodger, who helps carry 
his bags and books to class.  
 
Dodger wasn’t trained to be a service dog before Lindsey and his wife adopted him, but 
he said they bonded so quickly, he had to at least give him a chance. 
 
"Normally they pick a service dog for you,” Lindsey said. "So I talked to the trainer and 
he agreed to let Dodger try to be a service dog. They said if he failed one thing, he was 
gone.” 
 
Dodger never failed. 
 
"I think he was specially meant for me. He's my best friend," Lindsey said. "He helps me 
out mentally just as much as he does physically."  
 
While Dodger is an exceptional service dog, Lindsey said it’s not all work and no play 
for his furry “man purse,” as he likes to call him. 
 



“My favorite place to go on campus is the Engineering key,” said Lindsey. “I like to go 
out there by the long walkway and just take Dodger off his leash to goof off and run 
around.”  
 
As Lindsey moves forward in his life after war, he said Texas Tech was the right place to 
start.  
 
“I always heard about Texas Tech’s veterans program being one of the best, and being a 
Red Raider means something special to me because I come from a family of Red 
Raiders,” he said. “My mom, my wife and my aunt are all Tech graduates. 
 
“But, I met my best friends in the worst places during my service, and the Marines made 
me who I am today, so for that I will always be a Marine until the day I die.”  
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