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Navy Band Sea Chanters Performs at Texas Tech 

 

Two Texas Tech University alumni are returning to Lubbock to perform with the United 

States Navy Band Sea Chanters at 7:30 p.m. March 12 in the Allen Theatre.  

 

The band currently is under the direction of Texas Tech School of Music alumni 

Benjamin Bransford and Casey Elliot. The ensemble performs music ranging from 

traditional choral music to opera, Broadway and contemporary music.  

 

The Sea Chanters frequently are found at national events, including inauguration day in 

2009. They played at memorials for astronauts of the space shuttle Columbia and the 

presidential wreath laying ceremony at the United Airlines flight 92 crash site in 

Shanksville, Pa.  

 

The band also appeared at the Kennedy Center Honors and with the National Symphony 

Orchestra for “National Memorial Day Concerts” at the U.S. Capitol. They also 

performed on “Larry King Live,” “CBS This Morning” and at the premiere of the movie 

“Pearl Harbor.” 

 

The event is free and open to the public. Tickets can be picked up at the door, or reserved 

by calling (806) 834-2623 or via email at melody.fried@ttu.edu.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Karl Dent, professor, School of Music, College of Visual & Performing 

Arts, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2270 or karl.dent@ttu.edu. 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu
mailto:melody.fried@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:karl.dent@ttu.edu
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Award-Winning Independent Film Producer to Speak at Texas Tech 
The Vietnam Center and Archive announces first event in 2014 guest lecture series. 

   

WHAT: The Vietnam Center and Archive Guest Lecture Series with Rebekah 

Tolley 

 

WHEN: 6 p.m. Thursday (March 6) 

 

WHERE: International Cultural Center, 4th Street and Indiana Avenue 

 

EVENT: Rebekah Tolley is an award-winning independent film producer and 

director based in the United Kingdom. She has produced works for major 

international television outlets, such as the BBC, and has worked 

alongside many important producers, directors and cinematographers. As 

an independent producer, she has been involved in a variety of projects, 

including BAFTA Los Angeles Heritage Archive Project on a series of 

interviews with icons of 20th Century British Cinema. 

 

Working with documentarian Michael Grigsby, Tolley produced the 

feature documentary “We Went to War” as a follow up to Grigsby’s 1970 

award-winning film, “I Was a Soldier,” which focused on three young 

Texans who were trying to adjust to life after their service in the Vietnam 

War. “We Went to War” catches up with the stories of those same 

veterans and finds a deep resonance with those who have served in 

conflicts throughout the years. 

 

This is the first event in the series of distinguished speakers hosted by The 

Vietnam Center and Archive, which is made possible by a grant from the 

Helen Jones Foundation. It is part of an effort to enrich the study of the 

Vietnam War’s lasting influence on American politics, society and culture 

and on contemporary issues in Southeast Asia. 

 

Admission is free and open to the public. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

http://www.wewenttowarthemovie.com/Home.html
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia


CONTACT: Amy Mondt, assistant archivist, Vietnam Center and Archive, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 834-5237, or amy.k.mondt@ttu.edu. 

mailto:amy.k.mondt@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Estate Planning & Community Property Law Journal’s CLE and Expo 
 

WHAT:   The Estate Planning & Community Property Law Journal at Texas Tech 

University School of Law announces its 2014 Continuing Legal Education 

(CLE) and Expo. 

 

WHEN: 7:30 a.m.–4:20 p.m., Friday (March 7) 

 

WHERE: Lanier Professional Development Center, School of Law, 1802 Hartford 

Ave. 

 

EVENT: Learn from and network with leading estate-planning practitioners and 

professors such as Retired Probate Judge Nikki DeShazo and Sprouse 

Shrader Smith’s Charles King. A one-year subscription to the Estate 

Planning & Community Property Law Journal is included with 

registration. Participants will receive 6.75 CLE or Continuing Professional 

Education (CPE) hours and 1.25 ethics hours.  

 

 A full schedule of events and registration options available here.     

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 

@TexasTechMedia. 

 

CONTACT: Kari Abitbol, Assistant Director of Communications, School of Law,  
(806) 834-8591, or kari.abitbol@ttu.edu.  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kari.abitbol@ttu.edu
http://eventregistration.law.ttu.edu/estateplanning/2014/
http://www.estatelawjournal.org/site/2014-seminar/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Texas Tech Expert can Discuss Russia/Ukraine Situation 

 

Pitch 

Though Vladimir Putin says Russia is not interested in taking over Ukraine’s Crimea 

region, that still didn’t stop him from telling Russian-speaking Ukrainians that Russia 

will intervene if asked for help. 

 

A Texas Tech University political scientist can discuss the issues the media hasn’t 

covered in the recent standoff, discuss the different cultures that make up Ukraine and 

explain what prompted Putin’s recent military push into the Crimea. 

 

Expert 

Frank C. Thames, associate professor of political science and expert on Russian politics, 

(806) 742-4049 or frank.thames@ttu.edu. 

 

Talking Points 

 Putin hopes to keep countries formerly under Russian control in orbit with 

Russia.  

 Recent expansion of NATO and and the EU into Baltic States put Russia and 

Putin on the defensive. 

 Varied cultures within Ukraine may cause confusion. Those who view themselves 

as ethnic Russians may not be as vested in the new Ukraine as Western 

Ukrainians who see themselves as Europeans. 

  

Quotes 

 “Much of the mainstream media does not adequately present the interests and 

concerns of the ethnic Russians in Ukraine. They have legitimate concerns about 

how some nationalist Ukrainians might treat them in the future. In addition, there 

is not enough coverage of Russia’s strategic interests. The Russians were upset 

about the expansion of Nato and the EU into the Baltic states. Putin clearly 

overreacted to the EU Association Agreement.  However, this reaction was 

predictable.”  

 “For the Ukrainians who speak Russian and see themselves as ethnic Russians, 

they have concerns about the dominance of western Ukrainians. However, it is 

unclear that they support military intervention. For western Ukrainians, they fear 

mailto:frank.thames@ttu.edu


Russian influence. For them, the Russian intervention demonstrates why Putin 

and Russia is not to be trusted.” 

 “Putin has been trying to create a customs union among former Soviet states. The 

goal of which was to keep them in the Russian orbit. If Ukraine joins the EU, 

Russia will definitely have less influence in Ukraine. In the end, it is hard to see 

how Russia benefits from occupying Crimea or more of Ukraine. The occupation 

itself demonstrates that Russia is a threat to these countries. I imagine that Russia 

will keep its military in Crimea for a while, but not annex the country. This will 

give them influence, but fall short of a full invasion. This would be similar to the 

situations in Moldova and Georgia.” 
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Texas Tech Selected to Host ExxonMobil Bernard Harris Sumer Science Camp  

 

Texas Tech University was selected as one of 20 universities across the country to host 

the ExxonMobil Bernard Harris Summer Science Camp. Bernard Harris, a Texas Tech 

Health Sciences Center alumnus and the first African-American to walk in space, is the 

camp’s founder.  

 

One thousand middle-school students will be selected to attend the camps across the 

country, where they will be immersed in hands-on science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics (STEM) learning.  

 

“The Institute for the Development and Enrichment of Advanced Learners (IDEAL) is 

thrilled that Dr. Bernard Harris will serve as a mentor for the camp,” said Heather 

Martinez, director of IDEAL. “We are very pleased to have the opportunity to highlight 

educational and career fields in STEM, but also to introduce Texas Tech to students in 

this program and show them why we say that from here, it’s possible.” 

  

During the camp, students live on campus and participate in interactive, research-based 

classes taught by university faculty, secondary teachers and other professionals. Campers 

also can visit local museums, nature centers and ecosystems to discover science in the 

community.  

 

Local professionals will visit the camp to talk to students about career options in STEM 

fields.  

 

Since 2006, more than 8,700 underserved students have participated in this program. 

Eligible applicants must be entering, sixth, seventh or eighth grades in the fall of 2014. 

Additional information regarding application requirements and camp-specific submission 

instructions are available at www.theharrisfoundation.org.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Heather Martinez, director, Office of Community Engagement & 

IDEAL, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-7025, or heather.martinez@ttu.edu. 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu
http://www.theharrisfoundation.org/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:heather.martinez@ttu.edu
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Law Professor Re-elected President of Faculty Athletics Representatives Association 

Shannon will continue to oversee the NCAA’s FBS faculty athletics representatives. 

 

Brian Shannon, the Thornton Professor of Law at Texas Tech University School of Law, has 

been re-elected to serve a second, two-year term as president of the 1A Faculty Athletics 

Representatives (1A FAR) association. His new term as president will continue through 

September 2016. 

 

The 1A FAR is an organization of the faculty athletics representatives at the 125 NCAA Division 

I institutions in the Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS), formerly known as Division 1A. These 

schools are from the various FBS conferences including the Big 12, Big 10, ACC, SEC, Pac 12 

and others. The mission of the 1A FAR is to advocate for effective interaction and balance 

between an institution’s academic mission and its intercollegiate athletics program.  

 

Shannon has served as the faculty athletics representative at Texas Tech since 2008 and also is 

the Big 12 Conference’s representative to the 1A FAR national board.  

 

“We are proud of Brian, not only for his service to Texas Tech University, but to intercollegiate 

athletics as a whole,” said M. Duane Nellis, president of Texas Tech. “He is a champion of 

ensuring the student in student-athlete is well represented on campus, in the Big 12 Conference 

and nationally. Brian’s dedication to Texas Tech University as a law professor is matched by his 

integrity and passion for our student-athletes.” 

 

“Brian is a tremendous leader in higher education and intercollegiate athletics,” said Texas Tech 

Director of Athletics Kirby Hocutt. “With a commitment to student-athlete welfare and 

comprehensive excellence he continually focuses and leads with the values that are so important 

in our industry.  Brian is the ideal individual to once again serve as president of the Division 1A 

Faculty Athletics Representatives.”  

 

In addition to his service as the Texas Tech FAR, Shannon has been a popular classroom teacher 

at Texas Tech Law since 1988, and has won numerous teaching awards, including the 2013 

Chancellor’s Council Distinguished Teaching Award. He also is a board appointee for StarCare 

Specialty Health System (formerly known as Lubbock Regional MHMR Center), where he has 

served for more than 20 years and is a past chairman. Shannon is an elected member of the 

American Law Institute and was the 2008-09 president of the Lubbock Area Bar Association. He 

also is a past chair of the State Bar of Texas Disability Issues Committee, and Gov. Rick Perry 

appointed him to four terms on the Texas Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities 

from 2003-11. 

http://www.texastech.com/genrel/hocutt_kirby00.html
http://www.governor.state.tx.us/disabilities/
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 “I am pleased and honored to continue to serve as president of the 1A FAR for a second term,” 

Shannon said. “The NCAA and its member institutions have a strong commitment to the 

collegiate model. This means that we recognize and embrace our student-athletes’ opportunities 

to develop fully not only on the field or court, but also in the classroom; not only as elite athletes, 

but also as well-rounded students fully integrated into the full range of campus life; and not only 

for their contributions as members of an athletic team, but also for their future contributions as 

citizens.” 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow 

us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Kari Abitbol, assistant director of communications, Texas Tech School of 

Law, (806) 834-8591, or kari.abitbol@ttu.edu.  

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:kari.abitbol@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Named Best Value College 

According to Kiplinger, Texas Tech is among the 25 best college values. 

 

Texas Tech University recently was listed in Kiplinger Personal Finance’s “25 Best 

College Values Under $30,000/Year,” as part of the magazine’s annual Best Values in 

Public Colleges feature. 

 

Texas Tech came in at No. 20, and is the only Texas school on the list. Tuition and 

mandatory fees for Texas Tech undergraduate resident students are $7,517 for 24 credit 

hours. 

 

“Texas Tech has one of the lowest in-state and out-of-state tuitions in the country, 

making it a great value nationally,” said M. Duane Nellis, president of Texas Tech. “We 

have an outstanding, talented faculty that is dedicated to our mission of producing the 

very best graduates, who leave here and make significant contributions to our society.” 

 

Following the May 2013 Board of Regents meeting, the university announced it would 

maintain tuition and mandatory fees from the 2012-2013 school year, a move designed to 

encourage student enrollment and retention. 

 

“Students at Texas Tech enjoy world-class resources and facilities without having to face 

the dread of staggering debt upon graduation,” said Chancellor Kent Hance. “We pride 

ourselves on our ability to keep costs low while still providing a quality education and 

college experience. It is very exciting to be named one of the Best College Values at a 

time when the price of higher education continues to climb across the country.” 

 

Kiplinger’s new college finder tool, available at kiplinger.com/links/collegefinder, 

complements the magazine’s college features and reveals the best college values in each 

region, best values among different-sized campuses, and best values under $30,000 a 

year. 

 

Kiplinger recently named Texas Tech in the February issue as a best value public college 

as 11th among students graduating with the least average debt. 

 

mailto:callie.jones@ttu.edu
http://www.kiplinger.com/links/collegefinder


Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications & 

Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136 or chris.cook@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:chris.cook@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Professor Discusses Continuing Impact of “12 Years a Slave” 

 

With the buzz from the Oscars starting to dwindle, one might wonder if “12 Years a 

Slave” will stand the test of time.  

 

At the 86th Academy Awards on Sunday night, “12 Years a Slave” made history when it 

was named best picture as it was the first movie from a black director to win the award.  

 

Other Academy Awards won for “12 Years a Slave” include best adapted screenplay and 

best actress in a supporting role (Lupita Nyong’o).  

 

Karlos Hill, director of the African-American History Month Lecture Series and assistant 

professor in Texas Tech University’s Department of History, discusses how the film will 

continue to be significant in years to come. 

 

How important is it in today’s society for a film of this subject to receive the top 

movie honor?  

It is a rare achievement for a film about slavery to win the Oscar for best picture. It is an 

even rarer occurrence that a black director is rewarded for writing and directing such a 

film. However, the achievement should not be overstated. The success of “12 Years a 

Slave” underscores a central fact: Americans have increasingly become comfortable with 

acknowledging the horrors of slavery. That said, most Americans still are uncomfortable 

with and hostile to discussions of reparations for slavery and other contemporary issues 

connected to 250 years of chattel slavery in America. 

 

How well does the film depict the true story of Solomon Northup? 

Steve McQueen’s screenplay for “12 Years a Slave” was based upon Solomon Northup’s 

slave narrative. Given the constraints of filmmaking, McQueen did a masterful job of 

accurately reconstructing the most important elements of Solomon Northup’s capture, 

enslavement and eventual escape. While McQueen should be praised for the care taken in 

accurately reconstructing Solomon Northup’s story, he should be equally praised for 

transforming Northup’s story into an emotionally sophisticated film.  

 

How well does the film depict the truth about slavery? 

The film does not hide from the realities of slavery. The film portrays slavery as a brutal, 

demeaning system that ripped families a part and sanctioned the rape of black women and 

girls. Beyond this, the film does a great job of illustrating the differences in how enslaved 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu


people coped with and responded to their enslavement. Very few films on slavery have 

dealt with the inner life of the enslaved and for this “12 Years a Slave” deserves high 

marks.  

 

Can this be film be used as a teaching tool in high school and/or college? 

“12 Years a Slave” already is being used as a teaching tool in college and high school 

classrooms. While obvious themes such as the horrors of slavery will be emphasized in 

lesson plans, college and high school teachers could use the film to discuss the complex 

relationships that developed between “master” and slave, the slave mistress and female 

slaves, as well as, how enslaved people built community.   

  

CONTACT: Karlos Hill, assistant professor, Department of History, College of Arts 

& Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3744, or karlos.hill@ttu.edu. 

 

 

mailto:karlos.hill@ttu.edu
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LUNAFEST 2014 

Short films by, for and about women. 

EVENT: Texas Tech University’s Women’s Studies Program and the Louise H. 

Underwood Center for the Arts are hosting LUNAFEST, a national 

traveling festival of short films by, for and about women. 

 

WHEN: 3 p.m. Saturday (March 8) 

 

WHERE: Firehouse Theater, 511 Ave. K 

 

EVENT: Established in 2000 by LUNA, the makers of the Whole Nutrition Bar for 

Women, LUNAFEST connects women, their stories and their causes 

through film. This festival spotlights the work of a diverse array of 

talented filmmakers with intelligent, funny and thought-provoking themes.  

 

This season, nine films will travel to more than 150 cities and screen in 

front of 25,000 people. Each year, various organizations bring 

LUNAFEST to their communities and raise funds for their local non-

profits as well as the main beneficiary, Breast Cancer Fund.  

 

This year’s films include: 

 

Date with Fate 
by Venetia Taylor 

When it comes to blind dating, some things are meant to be - whether you 

like it or not. 

 

Flying Anne 
by Catherine van Campen 

A young girl with Tourett’s Syndrome takes ‘flight’ to navigate life with 

her tics. 

 

Maria of Many 
by Alexandra Liveris 

Meet Maria - Mexican immigrant, domestic worker, committed mom and 

activist. 



 

Sidewalk 
by Celia Bullwinkel 

A woman walks through life, confronts her changing body and learns to 

love herself. 

 

Tiny Miny Magic 
by Danielle Lurie 

When Sam and her mailman exchange presents via her mailbox, an 

unexpected love connection blossoms. 

 

First Match 
by Olivia Newman 

A determined female wrestler prepares for her first co-ed high school 

match. 

 

Granny’s Got Game 
by Angela Gorsica Alford 

Seven fiercely competitive women in their seventies bond and play 

winning basketball, proving you are never too old to do what you love. 

 

Running Dry 
by Dimitra Nikolopoulou 

A woman impacted by economic hardships journeys into contemporary 

Athens. 

 

Sound Shadows 
by Julie Engaas 

Enter a world where sound gives shape to space. 

 

For more information on the films featured connect to the LUNAFEST web site at: 

http://www.lunafest.org 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Tricia Earl, unit coordinator, Women’s Studies Program, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 742-4335, or patricia.a.earl@ttu.edu.  

 

http://www.lunafest.org/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:patricia.a.earl@ttu.edu
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PBS Producer of Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood to Visit Texas Tech 

   

WHAT: Texas Tech University’s College of Media & Communication hosts 

roundtable and brown-bag lunch, open to the public 
 

WHEN: Tuesday (March 11) 

  10:45-11:45a.m., CoMC Room 210: Roundtable on children’s   

  television research  

  Noon-1:15p.m., CoMC Room 056: Brown Bag “Creating Television that  

  Teaches: Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood’s Research-based Approach.” 

 2:45-3:45pm, CoMC Room 061: Come-and-go on producing children’s 

television programming 
 

WHERE: Various rooms in the Media & Communication Building, 15th Street and 

Flint Avenue 

 

EVENT: Rachel Kalban, research director for Out of the Blue Enterprises, who  

  produces “Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood” on PBS, will give a brown-bag  

  lecture, meet with Prof. Eric Rasmussen’s Daniel Tiger research group,  

  and discuss children’s television research and production.  
 

  More than 45 years after Fred Rogers pioneered the field of children’s  

  educational television with “Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood,” there have  

  been countless hours of programming dedicated to children.  Kalban will  

  discuss how Out of the Blue created “Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood,” a  

  new animated program on PBS, to Rogers’ landmark social-emotional  

  curriculum to a new generation of children.   
 

  Prior to her work with Out of the Blue, Kalban completed her master’s in  

  Developmental Psychology at Teachers College, Columbia University and 

  held several positions at Nickelodeon and Penguin Publishing Books for  

  Young Readers after receiving her bachelor’s from Cornell University.   
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Eric Rasmussen, assistant professor, College of Media & 

Communication, (806) 834-6870 or eric.rasmussen@ttu.edu. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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TechAlert! and Siren Test Scheduled 
 

In preparation for severe weather season, Texas Tech University will test its TechAlert! 
emergency communications system and outdoor siren system at 10:50 a.m. Wednesday 
(March 12).  
 
All faculty, staff and students should update cell phone, home phone or text message 
information at emergency.ttu.edu. The system is used to alert the university community 
of emergency situations, class cancellations or delays. 
 
“The safety of our university community is our top priority,” said Ronald Phillips, 
university counsel and emergency management coordinator. “We test the TechAlert! 
system at least twice a year if it is not otherwise activated, so it is vital that we have 
current phone, text message and e-mail contacts for all faculty, staff and students so our 
emergency communications system can get the latest information out as fast as possible.”  
 
During an actual severe weather emergency, the Texas Tech Police will activate the 
outdoor siren system. If practical, the outdoor sirens will be augmented by the use of 
loudspeakers on university police vehicles broadcasting instructions and/or Texas Tech 
Police sounding the cars’ police sirens.  In these situations, individuals should 
immediately seek shelter in a safe area. More tips can be found on the FEMA website. 
 
In addition to the TechAlert! system, the university will use a number of different tools to 
ensure delivery of emergency messages.  
 
These tools include: 
 
• Emergency.ttu.edu is the online Emergency Communications Center. It will be 

used to inform the Texas Tech community about what to do in advance of, during 
and after an emergency 

• The university’s home page, Texas Tech Today and social media accounts 
on Facebook and Twitter 

• Informing local media to deliver emergency information 
• Outdoor siren notification system 

 

mailto:allison.matherly@ttu.edu
http://emergency.ttu.edu/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ttpd/
http://www.fema.gov/hazard/tornado/to_during.shtm
http://emergency.ttu.edu/
http://www.ttu.edu/
http://today.ttu.edu/
http://facebook.ttu.edu/
http://www.twitter.com/texastech


Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

 
CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications & 
Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136, or chris.cook@ttu.edu. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:chris.cook@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech College of Education Earns TAP Award of Distinction 

Higher education institutions recognized for commitment to advancing educator effectiveness. 

 

The National Institute for Excellence in Teaching (NIET) Friday (March 7) surprised Texas Tech 

University with the TAP School Award of Distinction. 

 

The award honors an organization for its dedication and commitment to advancing educator 

effectiveness. Arizona State University and the Center of Excellence in Leadership of Learning 

(CELL) at the University of Indianapolis also received the award, which was presented before more 

than 1,200 educators and policy leaders during a special luncheon at the 14th National TAP 

Conference in Los Angeles. 

 

“Receiving this recognition from NIET confirms for us that we are moving in the right direction,” 

said Scott Ridley, dean of Texas Tech’s College of Education. “We are achieving our goals of 

producing the measurably best educators and building partnerships with local, regional and 

statewide partners that will impact the future of our state and its students. In addition to what we are 

accomplishing here in Texas, this recognition and our continuing work with NIET allow us to 

network with other colleges of education and impact the quality of teacher preparation at the 

national level.” 

 

TAP: The System for Teacher and Student Advancement is America’s leading education reform 

that aligns career advancement, professional development, educator evaluation and performance-

based compensation. For more than a decade, TAP has worked to improve teacher effectiveness and 

student achievement in high-need urban, rural and suburban schools and districts across the country. 

It is managed and supported by NIET. 

 

“NIET is pleased to partner with Texas Tech, ASU and CELL on expanding the TAP System across 

their states,” said Gary Stark, president and chief executive officer of NIET. “This exciting work 

not only strengthens the effectiveness of teachers already in schools, but also ensures that the next 

generation of teachers is well-prepared to meet the challenges of the future.” 

 

For photos, videos and individual press releases on the honorees, visit the TAP newsroom at 

http://www.tapsystem.org/newsroom/newsroom.taf. 

 

Initiatives of the National Institute for Excellence in Teaching are improving the educational 

experience for more than 175,000 teachers and 2.4 million students.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow us 

on Twitter. 

 

http://www.niet.org/
https://www.tapsystem.org/
http://www.tapsystem.org/newsroom/newsroom.taf
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia


CONTACT: Lauren Brownell, director of communications, College of Education, (806) 834-

5188, or lauren.brownell@ttu.edu. 

mailto:lauren.brownell@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech’s International Film Series Presents Oscar-Winning Film 

   

WHAT: Texas Tech University’s International Film Series March premiere 

 

WHEN: 6 p.m. Thursday (March 13) 

 

WHERE: Matador Room in the Student Union Building, Akron Avenue and 15th 

Street  

 

EVENT: Texas Tech’s International Film Series (IFS), along with the Texas 
Tech Persian Student Association, is premiering its second screening 
with a free showing of “A Separation”, an Iranian drama that won the 
Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film in 2012.  It is the first 
Iranian film to win this award. 

 

“A Separation” has been nominated for more than 70 awards, 
including the Golden Globe, the BBC Four World Cinema Awards and 
the Golden Bear at the 61st Berlin International Film Festival. 

 

IFS is sponsored by the Texas Tech Cross-Cultural Academic 

Advancement Center, Department of Journalism and Electronic Media, 

and the Thomas Jay Harris Institute for Hispanic and International 

Communication. 

 

For more information about the International Film Series visit 

https://www.facebook.com/TTUIntlFilmSeries 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 

@TexasTechMedia. 

 

CONTACT: Robert Peaslee, coordinator, International Film Series, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 834-2562, or robert.peaslee@ttu.edu. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/TTUIntlFilmSeries
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Regents Approve Increase in Tuition, Fees 

 

The Texas Tech University System Board of Regents during a conference call today 

(March 11) approved a 3.95 percent net increase in tuition and fees for the 2014-15 

academic year. The increase reflects an estimated addition of $182.75 for 15 semester 

credit hours, or $365.50 for a 30-hour academic year. 

 

Texas Tech President M. Duane Nellis pointed to necessary investment in faculty and 

instruction and decreasing the student-to-faculty ratio as essential variables in the 

university’s rise among its peers. 

 

“After holding tuition and fees flat last year, we requested the modest increase to allow us 

the resources needed to invest in our outstanding faculty and staff and continue the 

quality education and college experience our students expect,” Nellis said. “As we 

become more AAU-like, investments in our infrastructure and ensuring we retain our 

faculty and offer competitive salaries are paramount.” 

 

It is estimated Texas Tech’s overall tuition and fees for the 2014-15 academic year will 

rank third-lowest out of nine peer institutions across the state, including the University of 

Texas and Texas A&M University, and third-lowest among Big 12 Conference member 

institutions. 

 

The Board of Regents also approved an optional fixed tuition-only plan for incoming 

undergraduate students. This plan will hold designated tuition flat for 12-consecutive 

semesters (four years). A student enrolled in this option must graduate within the 12-

semester period to maintain the initial tuition cost. 

 

Consistently ranked among U.S. News & World Report’s rankings in students graduating 

with the least average debt, Texas Tech also ranks 11th nationally in least average debt at 

graduation, according to the February issue of Kiplinger. 

 

“An education at Texas Tech continues to be an affordable option for students and their 

families,” Nellis added. “Today’s approval by the Board will further strengthen the 

academic experience for our students.” 

 

--30-- 
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TechAlert! and Siren Test Scheduled 
 
WHAT:           Test of the Texas Tech University TechAlert! system and outdoor sirens 
 
WHEN:           10:50 a.m., Wednesday (March 12) 
 
EVENT:          Texas Tech will test its TechAlert! emergency communications system 

used to alert the university community of emergency situations, class 
cancellations or delays. This test also will include audible outdoor sirens. 

 
                        To update cell or home phone information, visit emergency.ttu.edu. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications & 
Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136, or chris.cook@ttu.edu. 
 
 

mailto:allison.matherly@ttu.edu
http://emergency.ttu.edu/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:chris.cook@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Ranks Among Top Engineering, Business Graduate Programs 

U.S. News & World Report ranked Texas Tech for its graduate offerings in all areas. 

 

Texas Tech University recently was ranked among the top 100 in the country for its 

engineering and business graduate programs, according to the 2015 U.S. News & World 

Report Graduate School Rankings. 

 

The rankings, which were released today (March 11), listed the Rawls College of 

Business at No. 87 among “Best Business Schools” and the Whitacre College of 

Engineering at No. 94 among “Best Engineering Schools.” 

 

“We are very proud of Texas Tech’s placement in the 2015 rankings for graduate schools 

and programs by the U.S. News & World Report,” said Chancellor Kent Hance. “Our 

continued improvement in one of higher education’s most recognizable publications 

signifies the university’s academic progress and will help further enrollment growth at 

the graduate level.” 

 

According to U.S. News & World Report, the rankings are compiled using a combination 

of peer assessment data, statistical measures of the qualities that students and faculty 

bring to the educational experience, and statistical measures of the graduates’ 

achievements linked to their degrees. 

 

“As the U.S. News & World Report is one of the major national ranking systems for 

higher education, Texas Tech’s improvements in this arena are indicative of the progress 

this institution is making,” Nellis said. “Our accomplishments at the Rawls College of 

Business and the Whitacre College of Engineering are evidence of the great work our 

administration, faculty and staff are doing to educate our students to become leaders and 

innovators in the workplace.” 

 

The following disciplines in the Whitacre College of Engineering also received a top-100 

ranking: 

 Chemical Engineering (No. 68) 

 Civil Engineering (No. 68) 

 Computer Engineering (No. 77) 

 Electrical, Electronic and Communications Engineering (No. 77) 

mailto:callie.jones@ttu.edu
http://grad-schools.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-graduate-schools
http://grad-schools.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-graduate-schools
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-graduate-schools/articles/2014/03/10/how-us-news-calculated-the-2015-best-graduate-schools-rankings


 Industrial, Manufacturing and Systems Engineering (No. 51) 

 Mechanical Engineering (No. 97) 

 

“I am pleased we are being recognized by our peers for our research and scholarship,” 

said Al Sacco, dean of the Whitacre College of Engineering. “Our faculty, staff and 

students are working hard every day to create new knowledge to solve many of today and 

tomorrow’s challenges. I am pleased to be associated with these outstanding men and 

women.” 

 

The Rawls College of Business also received high marks for its part-time MBA program, 

which received a ranking of No. 154. 

 

“This is a testament to the hard work and dedication to excellence that our faculty and 

staff have given to help the college achieve its goals and full potential,” said Lance Nail, 

dean of the Rawls College. “Our team has not only accomplished great things in our 

graduate programs, but they have also been effective in communicating our success to 

others outside of the college. This ranking reflects that others recognize our commitment 

to excellence in graduate business education.”  
 

The Texas Tech School of Law was ranked No. 107 and was also placed on the “Most 

Diverse Law Schools” list with a diversity index of .47 and a Hispanic population of 14 

percent of the overall student body. 

 

Texas Tech’s Earth Sciences graduate offerings were ranked at No. 88. 

 

Additional Texas Tech graduate programs were also ranked as follows: 

 Biological Sciences (No. 188) 

 Chemistry (No. 117) 

 Clinical Psychology (No. 104) 

 Computer Science (Ranking not published) 

 Economics (Ranking not published) 

 English (No. 125) 

 Fine Arts (No. 153) 

 History (No. 125) 

 Math (No. 108) 

 Physics (No. 142) 

 Political Science (Ranking not published) 

 Psychology (No. 132) 

 Public Affairs (No. 138) 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications and 

Marketing, College, Texas Tech University, (806) ###-#### or 

firstname.lastname@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
file:///C:/Users/caroljon/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/WSRENYQJ/firstname.lastname@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Scientist Studies Value of Using Beta Agonists in Beef Cattle 

The challenge is the drug aids efficiency but raises incidences of death. 
 

Use of certain animal drugs known as beta agonists in cattle production has received 

considerable national attention.  

 

A Texas Tech University animal scientist has found that although there are significant 

societal benefits to the practice, an increase in death loss of cattle makes the use of the 

drugs problematic. 

 

In a peer-reviewed article published today (March 12) in PLOS ONE, Guy Loneragan, 

professor of food safety and public health in Texas Tech’s College of Agricultural 

Sciences and Natural Resources, adds to this ongoing national dialogue.  

 

 “Beta agonists improve the efficiency of beef production and this improvement provides 

important societal benefits,” Loneragan said.   

 

 “The beta agonists approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for use in cattle 

increase muscle growth and may reduce the amount of fat the cattle accumulates,” he 

said. “This means the cattle converts more of the feed it eats into beef, and it does this 

more efficiently.” 

 

The article is co-authored by Daniel Thomson and Morgan Scott of Kansas State 

University and is titled “Increased mortality in groups of cattle administered the β-

adrenergic agonists ractopamine hydrochloride and zilpaterol hydrochloride.” The 

manuscript is freely available at: http://dx.plos.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0091177. 

 

With the use of beta agonists, cattle require less feed and less water. Less land would be 

used to grow the crops used to feed the animals and, therefore, less fuel to produce the 

same amount of beef than if no beta agonists were used. The improvement in the 

efficiency of production has meaningful societal benefits. 

 

“However, through our extensive analysis, we found that the incidence of death among 

cattle administered beta agonists was 75 to 90 percent greater than cattle not administered 

the beta agonists,” Loneragan said. “This increase in death loss raises critical animal-

welfare questions.  We believe an inclusive dialogue is needed to explore the use of 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/afs/people/Faculty_Loneragan.php
http://dx.plos.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0091177


animal drugs solely to improve performance, yet have no offsetting health benefits for the 

animals to which they are administered. This is particularly needed for those drugs that 

appear to adversely impact animal welfare, such as beta agonists.” 

 

At a recent symposium held at Texas Tech, the world renowned animal behaviorist and 

welfare expert Temple Grandin headlined a discussion of beta agonists and animal 

welfare.   

 

In a recent joint NPR interview with Loneragan and Grandin about beta agonists’ affect 

on animal welfare, Grandin said, “These problems have got to stop. I’ve laid awake at 

night about it. I’ve worked all my career to improve how animals are handled and these 

animals are just suffering. It has to stop.” 

 

Grandin generally speaks on issues at the slaughter houses with lame cattle due to beta 

agonists, whereas Loneragan’s work covers beta agonists in feedlots, which is the topic 

of the newly published paper. 

 

“To paraphrase Dr. Grandin, we owe the animals we raise for food a decent life and a 

decent death,” Loneragan said. “We certainly need to better understand the manner in 

which animals fed beta agonist die at the feedlot and work out how to balance the societal 

benefits of beta agonist use and societal expectations concerning the welfare of animals 

raised for food.”  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

 CONTACT: Guy Loneragan, professor, Department of Animal and Food Sciences, 

 (806) 834-1291 or guy.loneragan@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Texas Tech Officials Caution Spring Break Travel to Mexico 

  

Texas Tech University’s Office of International Affairs and the Center for Campus Life 

cautions students when travelling abroad to Mexico because of travel warning issued by 

the U.S. Department of State.  

 

For students who are U.S. citizens: 

Travel to Mexico during spring break is not encouraged due to the safety and security 

concerns. The U.S. Department of State issued a revised Travel Warning for Mexico on 

Jan. 9, 2014. Students who do travel to Mexico should exercise a high degree of caution, 

primarily due to drug cartel related crime activities and extreme violence in the northern 

regions near the U.S. and Mexico border. Other specific areas of Mexico also are 

considered dangerous. Anyone contemplating travel to Mexico should review the latest 

warnings at http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/mexico-

travel-warning.html for general travel conditions throughout Mexico, and security and 

safety conditions in specific regions of Mexico. Please note that official university travel 

to Mexico continues to require pre-authorization for each trip based on individual criteria 

for the location visited.  

 

For students who are non-U.S. citizens:  

The Office of International Affairs generally advises third-country international students 

not to travel to Mexico during spring break for security and safety concerns. Students 

who do travel to Mexico should exercise a high degree of caution, primarily due to drug 

cartel related crime activities and extreme violence in the northern regions near the U.S. 

and Mexico border. Other specific areas of Mexico also are considered dangerous. 

International students are urged to visit 

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/mexico-travel-

warning.html and take into consideration all U.S. Department of State’s alerts regarding 

travel to Mexico.  

 

U.S. citizens living or traveling in Mexico are urged to register with the nearest U.S. 

Embassy or Consulate through their website at https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs/ui/. 

 

For further questions, please contact the Office of International Affairs at (806) 742-

3667, or the Center for Campus Life office at (806) 742-5433.  

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/mexico-travel-warning.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/mexico-travel-warning.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/mexico-travel-warning.html
http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/alertswarnings/mexico-travel-warning.html
https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs/ui/


 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Elizabeth McDaniel, interim director, Study Abroad, Office of 

International Affairs, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3667 or 

elizabeth.mcdaniel@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:elizabeth.mcdaniel@ttu.edu


 

Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

                                                                                      

News Release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE: March 12, 2014 

CONTACT: Lauren Kozlovsky, lauren.kozlovsky@ttu.edu 

         (806) 742-2136 

 

Texas Tech’s FIRST Team 1817 Wins Robotic Regional Competition  

 

 

Texas Tech University’s For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology 

(FIRST) Robotics Competition Team 1817 recently won the Hub City Regional. 

 

The competition challenged 42 teams to design, fabricate and program a robot to perform 

all the tasks of this year’s game, “Aerial Assist.” Team 1817 was honored with the 

Industrial Design Award sponsored by General Motors and the Industrial Safety Award 

sponsored by Underwriters laboratories.  

 

The team includes students from ten local high schools and middle schools and is 

mentored by the Llano Estacado RoboRaiders. The RoboRaider mentors are Texas Tech 

graduate and undergraduate students who help develop leadership and teaming skills 

throughout the year.  

 

FIRST is an international robotics program that strives to promote science technology 

engineering mathematics (STEM) awareness among young students and the community. 

Its mission is to show students that technology, science and problem-solving is not only 

fun and rewarding, but paths to successful careers and bright futures. 

 

Team leader George Tan, a Texas Tech student majoring in electrical engineering and 

mathematics from Lubbock, was recognized as an outstanding mentor with the Woody 

Flowers Finalist Award. The award is given to an individual who has motivated and 

challenged students to be clear and succinct in recognizing the value of communication. 

 

“Last year we were last place at the Hub City Regional and this year we were first seed 

team and the regional winner,” Tan said. “Building a robot in six weeks is a very difficult 

task, but all the countless hours the mentors and students spent working is what made us 

successful this year.” 

 

The team qualified to compete at the national level competition in St. Louis, Mo., on 

April 24-26. 

 

 

mailto:lauren.kozlovsky@ttu.edu


Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Richard Gale, professor and graduate advisor, Department of Electrical 

and Computer Engineering, Whitaker College of Engineering, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 742-3553 or richard.gale@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Texas Tech’s Rawls College of Business Named One of Best Schools for Veterans 

 

Texas Tech University recently was ranked in Military Times’ “Best for Vets: Business 

Schools 2014.” This is the first time an individual college at Texas Tech is ranked for 

serving veterans.  

 

“This recognition further affirms the university’s strong commitment to serving veterans 

and preparing them for successful careers beyond uniformed service,” said Juan Muñoz, 

senior vice president for institutional diversity, equity, and community engagement, and 

vice provost for undergraduate education and student affairs.  

 

The Rawls College of Business was ranked 13th out of 64 other business colleges across 

the country. The organization selecting schools focused on culture and curriculum that 

caters to military veterans when conducting and scoring the “Best for Vets: Business 

Schools” survey.  

 

“We in the Rawls College are honored to receive this recognition from Military Times,” 

said Dean Lance Nail. “We are proud to support the university’s commitment to veterans 

and active service personnel by providing opportunities and support for business 

education at all levels for those who have served their country through military service. 

They had our six when they served, and now we have theirs.” 

 

According to Military Times, the rankings also factor in academic quality, outcomes and 

policies, school culture, student support and cost. This allows service men and women an 

indicator to judge how a school or program will benefit them.  

 

 “We are very proud to receive this distinct honor,” said Ryan Van Dusen, director of 

Military & Veterans Programs at Texas Tech. “This ranking validates what we strive to 

do—recruit and graduate the men and women who have so bravely given service to our 

nation.” 

 

For the full list of rankings, visit militarytimes.com/bestforvets-bizschools2014. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu
http://www.militarytimes.com/bestforvets-bizschools2014
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia


 

CONTACT: Ryan Van Dusen, director, Military & Veterans Program, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 742-7100 or ryan.van-dusen@ttu.edu. 
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Architecture Students Win Design Competition 

Texas Tech team competes to develop a health and wellness center. 

   

A Texas Tech University student architecture team won first place at the second annual 

Healthcare Symposium Exhibition & Social’s (SES) Student Healthcare DESIGN 

INTERVENTION. The 2014 theme was Healthcare at the Edges: Urban Growth and the 

Decentralization of Care. 

 

The challenge was to design a health and wellness center in an existing building and its 

surrounding parking lot within the team’s respective communities. Teams from Texas 

A&M University and the University of Texas at San Antonio competed against Texas 

Tech’s team to propose a solution to an adaptive re-use project.   

 

Texas Tech’s team, representing College of Architecture’s HealthCare Facilities, worked 

on the design since January, creating an environment that is therapeutic, welcoming, 

operationally efficient and accommodating to technology.  

 

The winning team included students Katherine Anglin, Kyle McAlonan, Erika Meyerkord 

and Collin Zalesak, and their academic advisor Saif Haq, associate dean of research for the 

College of Architecture.  

 

The student competition is an extension of the SES event and was organized by the 

Committee On Architecture for Health and the American Institute of Architects (AIA) 

Houston. Judging took place last month by an independent panel of healthcare architects 

and stakeholders. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

 CONTACT: Saif Haq, professor, College of Architecture, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 834-6317, or saif.haq@ttu.edu. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Texas Tech Professors Receive Highest Recognition  

 

Two Texas Tech University professors recently were appointed Horn Professors, the 

highest honor the university bestows on faculty.  

 

William L. Hase, professor of chemistry; and Jingyu Lin, professor of electrical and 

computer engineering and Linda F. Whitacre Endowed Chair, had their appointments 

approved by the Texas Tech University System Board of Regents at its February meeting.  

 

“We are fortunate to have many faculty at Texas Tech who possess the dedication to 

teaching and research as Dr. Hase and Dr. Lin have done for so many years,” said Texas 

Tech President M. Duane Nellis. “Their contributions to research have elevated them as 

international leaders in their disciplines. Our students are the true beneficiaries, and we 

proudly congratulate these two educators on this prestigious honor.” 

 

Hase has been a member of the Texas Tech faculty since 2004 and has worked as an 

instructor, program officer and interim department chair in his 20-year career. His 

principal research interests include web-based computing, the theory of unimolecular and 

intramolecular dynamics, and gas-surface collisions. Hase also advises computer science 

graduate students whose research is in the area of scientific computing, and is the co-

author of two books: “Chemical Kinetics and Dynamics” and “Unimolecular Reaction 

Dynamics. Theory and Experiments.” 

 

Lin joined Texas Tech in 2008. She is co-director of the Center for Nanophotonics where 

she conducts research regarding the manipulation of photons-electrons in nano-scale 

materials for innovative photonic devices and emerging technologies. She also has been 

elected a member of the Advisory Board of Science and Technology Council of Wenzhou, 

China, and a Fellow of the American Physics Society.   

 

In 1966, the Horn Professorship was established to recognize scholarly achievement and 

outstanding service to the Texas Tech community. The honor is named after Texas Tech’s 

first president, Paul Whitfield Horn. Currently, there are 37 Horn Professors on faculty.  

 

For the complete list of Horn Professors visit the Office of the Provost website.      

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 

@TexasTechMedia. 

 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/hornprofessors.php
http://www.media.ttu.edu/


CONTACT: Chris Cook, director of communications, Office of Communications and 

Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136 or chris.cook@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech to Conduct Bird Relocation Program 

University wants to alert nearby residents and businesses of noise cannon. 

 

WHAT: Bird relocation program 

 

WHEN: At dusk on March 17-19 

 

WHERE: Various campus locations 

 

EVENT: Texas Tech University Grounds Maintenance will conduct a bird 

relocation program next week at the following buildings on campus: 

Sneed Hall, Ag Sciences, Chemistry, Law School, and Flint Avenue 

Parking Garage. At dusk March 17-19, a non-lethal propane noise cannon 

will be fired intermittently in these areas until the birds have dispersed. 

The cannon is loud, and the university wants to alert nearby residents and 

businesses in advance. 

 

The purpose of this program is to discourage large populations of birds 

from roosting over walkways, entryways and other heavily foot-trafficked 

areas of campus where bird droppings are an issue. The Texas Tech Police 

Department, as well as local law enforcement, has been notified. 

 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

  

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Presidential Lecture & Performance Series Continues with Anonymous 4 

 

A renowned a cappella quartet visits Texas Tech University’s Allen Theatre 7 p.m. 

March 28 to continue the Presidential Lecture & Performance Series.  

 

Anonymous 4 is known for their virtuosic ensemble singing of medieval music, 

contemporary music and Americana.  

 

The quartet will perform “Grace & Glory: Sacred Song from Medieval France and Early 

America” which will feature 13th century French motets and American shape note tunes, 

gospel songs and folk hymns from the late 18th to 20th centuries.   

 

“We have never been to Lubbock or Texas Tech before, so we are very excited,” said 

Marsha Genensky, Anonymous 4 member. “The repertoire for the first half of the 

program is medieval music taken from our upcoming CD release, ‘Marie Et Marion.’ The 

second half is basically Americana.” 

 

General admission tickets for the concert are $18 and are available through all Select-A-

Seat locations. Call (806) 770-2000 or visit www.selectaseatlubbock.com.  

 

Texas Tech students receive one free ticket with a valid student ID at the Student Union 

Building information booth located at the entrance to the Allen Theatre.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Jo Moore, administrator, Presidential Lecture & Performance Series, 

College of Visual & Performing Arts, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-0700 or 

jo.moore@ttu.edu. 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu
http://www.selectaseatlubbock.com/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:jo.moore@ttu.edu
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Pop-culture Expert: Divergent Spotlights an Age-Old Concern 

 

Pitch   

The movie “Divergent” is based on a trilogy of books by Veronica Roth and tells the 

story of a dystopic future where citizens are divided by classes based on their dominant 

personality attribute. Texas Tech pop-culture expert Rob Weiner says it is the latest film 

in the young adult genre, of which most have a common theme. 

 

Expert  

Rob Weiner, associate librarian and pop culture expert, Texas Tech University Library, 

(806) 834-5126 office, (806) 780-8775 mobile, or rob.weiner@ttu.edu. 

 

Quotes   

 “The film ‘Divergent’ comes at a time when it seems many of us are concerned 

with government intrusion in our lives. People are fearful of a ‘big brother’ 

watching their every move whether it’s the government, advertisers, corporations 

or even our neighbors.” 

 “It's no accident that the film of ‘Divergent’ comes on the heels of the ‘Hunger 

Games.’ People are fascinated with dystopian stories whether in books or 

blockbuster films.”  

 “Hopefully this discussion through films and books will yield a better-educated 

populace, not a more paranoid one.  

 “The success of the ‘Divergent’ film and novels show that longtime held fears are 

still relevant today. Perhaps even such classics, like B.F. Skinner’s ‘Walden Two’ 

and Edward Bellamy’s ‘Looking Backward,’ will gain new readers.” 

mailto:rob.weiner@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Co-hosts Farm Bill Impact Forum 

What Can We Expect for the South Plains? 

 

The Texas Tech University Center for Agricultural Technology Transfer, Plains Cotton 

Growers, Inc, and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension-Lubbock County will host “The 2014 

Farm Bill: Changes in Crops and Conservation” issues forum at 2 p.m., Monday (March 

24) at the Texas Tech University International Cultural Center, located at 601 Indiana 

Ave. 

 

The forum will provide attendees an overview of the major changes in crop and 

conservation policies, as well as a chance to ask questions about their individual 

operations.  The event is free and open to the general public. 

 

Those wishing to gain information about the new regulations and programs involved with 

the 2014 Farm Bill will find this forum to be educational and useful.  Three guest 

speakers will present various topics of interest in the Bill and will highlight major 

changes that will directly impact producers of the South Plains region. The speakers 

include Darren Richardson, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service; Darren 

Hudson, Texas Tech Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics; and Jay Yates, 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service.   

 

The event is organized by students in Texas Tech’s Department of Agricultural Education 

and Communications. Those unable to attend may keep up through the event’s Facebook 

page, or Twitter feed, twitter.com/TTUAgIssueForum. The event’s hashtag is 

#farmbillttu.  

 

The purpose of “The 2014 Farm Bill: Changes in Crops and Conservation” is to provide 

agricultural producers, agribusinesses and all interested parties with educational and practical 

information about the changing policies of crop production and conservation in the United States 

and specifically the South Plains region.  

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/2014farmbill
https://www.facebook.com/2014farmbill
http://twitter.com/TTUAgIssuesForum
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia


 CONTACT: Erica Irlbeck, assistant professor, Ag Education and Communications,     

 College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, (806) 834-6708 or 

 erica.irlbeck@ttu.edu. 
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Play Creates Awareness of Women’s Issues  

 

Texas Tech University’s Feminist Majority Leadership Alliance (FMLA) presents two 

benefit performances of Eve Ensler’s play “The Vagina Monologues” at 7 p.m. on March 

28 and 29 in Room 169 of the Human Sciences building.  

 

Doors open at 6 p.m. and a resource fair will be held from 6-7 p.m. Suggested donations 

are $5 and will be taken at the door. All proceeds benefit Women’s Protective Services of 

Lubbock.  

 

A sneak preview performance will be held at 7:30 p.m. on March 27, also in Room 169 

of the Human Sciences building. 

 

Last year more than 5,800 V-Day benefits were held across the world raising money and 

awareness toward ending violence against women. V-Day is the organization founded by 

Ensler to raise awareness and advocate for the end of violence against women globally. 

 

These events raised more than $5 million through performances of “The Vagina 

Monologues,” readings from V-Day’s “A Memory, a Monologue, a Rant and a Prayer” 

and “Any One of Us: Words from Prison.”  

 

Texas Tech’s FMLA joined the global movement as part of the V-Day 2014 Campaign.  

 

“Holding this event on campus is important because it makes the campus community 

aware of the issue of violence against women,” said Jeanne Haggard, graduate student in 

the Fine Arts doctoral program. “It gives students a chance to see something on stage that 

may relate to personal experience and help them to feel as if they are not alone in 

struggling with some of these things.” 

 

“The Vagina Monologues” was first performed off Broadway by Ensler who discusses 

women’s experiences. Villard Books/Random House first published the play, which 

includes a foreword by Gloria Steinem, in February 1998. A special edition was released 

in hardcover and paperback in February 2008 to commemorate V-Day’s 10-year 

anniversary.   

 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu


 Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or   

 follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Jeanne Haggard, graduate student,  Fine Arts Doctoral Program, 

College of Visual & Performing Arts, Texas Tech University, (620) 803-8067 or 

jeanne.haggard@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:jeanne.haggard@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Hispanic Scholarship Fund Hosts College Chica Workshop 

   

WHAT: College Chica Workshop 

 

WHEN: 1-5 p.m. Friday (March 28) 

 

WHERE: Senate Ball Room, Student Union Building 

 

EVENT: Texas Tech University’s Hispanic Scholarship Fund will host the College 

Chica Workshop. The event will focus on preparing female high school 

juniors and seniors on their transition to becoming successful college 

students.  

 

Several workshops pertaining to college readiness, including application 

essays, scholarships and financial aid will be available to students and 

families. 

 

 Applications are available in Room 101 of Doak Hall or by request 

through crosscultural@ttu.edu. Registration is free and deadline to apply is 

at 5 p.m. on March 26. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Ricky Sherfield Jr., unit coordinator, Cross-Cultural Academic 

Advancement Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3028, or 

ricky.sherfield@ttu.edu. 

 

mailto:lauren.kozlovsky@ttu.edu
mailto:crosscultural@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:ricky.sherfield@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Names Research Fellows 
 
Texas Tech University Vice President for Research Robert V. Duncan today (March 20) 
named Guy Loneragan and Patricia DeLucia as faculty fellows for faculty development 
for the Office of the Vice President for Research.  
 
Loneragan is a veterinary epidemiologist and professor of food safety and public health 
in the College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources. DeLucia is a professor of 
psychology in the College of Arts and Sciences, as well as an adjunct professor in the 
School of Nursing at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center. The two will 
assume their new roles as faculty fellows April 1. 
 
“We are delighted to announce that Guy Loneragan and Patricia Delucia have agreed to 
join the research office as faculty fellows, on a quarter-time appointment,” Duncan said. 
“I am looking forward to blurring the lines between the faculty and administration as we 
engage our best minds, such as Guy and Pat, in leadership roles for the betterment of 
Texas Tech, and for the expansion of our West Texas knowledge-based economy. I was 
very impressed with the excellence of all 16 faculty members who applied for these 
demanding positions, showing just how determined our top faculty are to make a big 
difference that will benefit us all.” 
 
In addition to their other duties, Loneragan will help develop new international research 
opportunities and revenue streams for Texas Tech. DeLucia will help assure that the 
accomplishments of top faculty are well recognized through nominations for national and 
international awards and other professional recognitions. 
 
Loneragan came to Texas Tech in 2010 from West Texas A&M University. He received 
a Bachelor of Veterinary Science from the University of Sydney, Australia, and received 
his Master of Science and Ph.D. from Colorado State University. 
 
His current research focuses on the characterization of pre-harvest practices that can be 
implemented in complex agri-food systems to effect meaningful control of food-borne 
pathogens and antimicrobial drug resistance. Loneragan also works to evaluate 

mailto:kristina.w.butler@ttu.edu


population data to discover factors that can be used as management tools to improve 
animal health and well-being. 
 
Loneragan is a member of the National Advisory Committee on Microbiological Criteria 
for Foods, International Association of Food Protection, the Conference of Research 
Workers in Animal Diseases, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, Texas and 
Southwest Cattle Raisers Association, Texas Cattle Feeders Association, and American 
Association of Bovine Practitioners, and serves on the board of directors for the Academy 
of Veterinary Consultants. 
 
DeLucia came to Texas Tech in 1991. During her years at Texas Tech she has served as 
associate chair for the Department of Psychology, coordinator of the Human Factors 
Psychology Program and acting director of experimental psychology programs. She 
earned her Bachelor of Arts in psychology from Adelphi University and her Master of 
Arts and Ph.D. from Columbia University. 
 
DeLucia’s research interests focus on theoretical and applied issues in visual perception, 
including the perception of collision, motion and depth with applications to 
transportation, health care, military and sport, as well as human factors in health care, 
performance in nursing and tele-mental health. 
 
DeLucia is a member of the Human Factors and Ergonomics Society and the American 
Psychological Association. She serves as editor-in-chief of Human Factors: The Journal 
of the Human Factors and Ergonomics Society, and has served on the editorial board for 
the Journal of Experimental Psychology: Applied. 
 

--30-- 
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Texas Tech Raider Roadshow Heading to San Antonio 

   

WHAT: 2014 Raider Roadshow 

 

WHEN: 2:30 p.m. Sunday (Mar. 23); check-in is at 1:30 p.m. 

 

WHERE: Omni Colonnade, 9821 Colonnade Blvd., San Antonio 

 

EVENT: Texas Tech University deans, associate deans, faculty and staff 

representing more than 100 academic colleges will attend the Raider 

Roadshow. Current students also will be available to talk about their 

experiences and what it’s like being a Red Raider. 

 

 The event is open to anyone wishing to learn more about Texas Tech, 

including: 

 

 high school underclassmen exploring their futures  

 high school seniors needing to complete an application  

 admitted and transfer students who want to attend information 

sessions 

 parents seeking more information, who also will get the chance to 

meet other parents of Texas Tech students 

 

 Check-in begins at 1:30 p.m. followed by a welcome ceremony from the 

Office of the President. During the event, visitors will have the 

opportunity to meet with admissions, campus life, financial aid, 

scholarship, housing and hospitality, and academics to learn more about 

their future at Texas Tech. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Julian Olivas, regional manager, Austin Regional Center, Texas Tech 

University, (512) 345-4888 or julian.olivas@ttu.edu. 

mailto:lauren.kozlovsky@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:julian.olivas@ttu.edu
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Rawls College of Business Hosts Oil Industry Leader 

   

WHAT: Texas Tech University’s Rawls College of Business Chief Executives’ 

Roundtable Speaker Series 

 

WHEN: Noon Wednesday (March 26) 

 

WHERE: The McKenzie Merket Alumni Center, 17th Street and University Avenue 

 

EVENT: Texas Tech’s Rawls College of Business hosts David Arrington, president 

and owner of Arrington Oil & Gas.  

  

 As a student at Texas Tech, Arrington invented the famous “Guns Up” 

foam finger which still can be seen at Red Raider sporting events today.  

 

After graduating with a degree in finance in 1983, Arrington discovered 

his passion for the oil and gas industry and started David H. Arrington Oil 

& Gas, Inc.   

 

Drilling began in West Texas and Southeastern New Mexico in 1984 and 

by 2003 he had expanded his operations to drill in the Barnett Shale. 

Later, Arrington sold his Barnett wells for more than $900 million dollars.  

 

Currently, Arrington’s company continues drilling activity in New 

Mexico, the Gulf Coast, Arkansas and the Permian Basin.  Arrington’s 

passion for the oil business and high-energy personality has molded him 

into an industry leader.  

 

The Chief Executives’ Roundtable series brings industry leaders to Texas 

Tech to share their experiences and insights with students, faculty and the 

Lubbock community.   

 

For more information on the Rawls College Chief Executives’ Roundtable 

Speaker Series visit http://cxr.ba.ttu.edu/. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 

@TexasTechMedia. 

http://cxr.ba.ttu.edu/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/


 

CONTACT: Michele Moskos, senior director, Communications and Marketing, 

Rawls College of Business, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3171 or 

michele.moskos@ttu.edu. 
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Computer Scientists and a Multidisciplinary Team Receive Grant to Build Faster, 
More Efficient Supercomputer Prototype 

Technology aims to eliminate computing bottleneck created by data-intensive 
applications. 

 
The National Science Foundation has awarded a $500,000 grant to researchers at Texas 
Tech University to develop a new supercomputer prototype that could lead to more 
efficient data-intensive computing - and speed-up the scientific discovery cycle. 
 
Yong Chen, assistant professor of computer science and Director of Data-Intensive 
Scalable Computing Laboratory at Texas Tech University, is leading a team of 
researchers in a project titled, “Development of a Data-Intensive Scalable Computing 
Instrument (DISCI) for High Performance Computing.” 
 
“High performance computers traditionally are designed for computation-intensive 
problems,” Chen said. “They are not a good fit for the increasingly important data-
intensive applications.”    
 
Imagine trying to use a 35 year old computer to perform modern day tasks, such as 
streaming a movie. It would be impossible because that particular device was only meant 
for computations.  
 
“In computing technology, advancement in software has always lagged behind 
hardware,” said Rattikorn Hewett, department chair and professor of computer 
science.   “Just like having a modern home running an old plumbing system, 
sophisticated high performance computers alone can’t perform well without advanced 
mechanisms for Data movement and Data access. Dr. Chen’s project attempts to unlock 
this problem with software solutions that would potentially have great impacts on anyone 
who uses data intensively.” 
 
Chen says existing supercomputers experience comparable behavior, but on a much 
larger scale, for many data-intensive scientific and enterprise computing problems. 
 
“Data generation has become so cheap and so easy,” Chen said. “Almost everyone has a 
smartphone capable of taking pictures or video. Gene sequencers have never been so 
cheap. The proliferation of sensors, embedded devices and mobile devices has led to data 

mailto:karin.slyker@ttu.edu
http://www.myweb.ttu.edu/yonchen/
http://discl.cs.ttu.edu/
http://discl.cs.ttu.edu/
http://discl.cs.ttu.edu/doku.php%3Fid=projects%23mri_collaborativedevelopment_of_a_data-intensive_scalable_computing_instrument_disci_for_high_performance_computing
http://discl.cs.ttu.edu/doku.php%3Fid=projects%23mri_collaborativedevelopment_of_a_data-intensive_scalable_computing_instrument_disci_for_high_performance_computing


generation easier than never before. The problem comes with data storage, retrieval and 
utilization.” 
 
The team’s goal is to create a supercomputer that will enable academic departments, 
cross-disciplinary units and collaborators to analyze and utilize their data, and put them to 
use with accuracy, speed and efficiency. 
 
They spend the majority of their time manipulating data, rather than doing actual 
computing. The amount of computing time is significantly less, than the data 
access/movement time.  
 
“We are delighted that Dr. Yong Chen has received this important award for Texas 
Tech,” said Robert Duncan, Vice President for Research. “We are in the age of massive 
data sets that stream from cameras and sensors, and from complex instruments that are 
used in everything from research to health care. This will help Texas Tech in our quest to 
transform huge data sets into functional knowledge.” 
 
The team’s goal is to develop a super-computer prototype that will make data-intensive 
applications run more efficiently for future generations.  
 
“We deeply appreciate the valuable support from the Office of Vice President for 
Research, Whitacre College of Engineering, Department of Computer Science, and High 
Performance Computing Center that make this award possible,” Chen said. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 
follow us on Twitter. 
 
CONTACT: Yong Chen, assistant professor, Department of Computer Science, 
Whitacre College of Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-0284 
or yong.chen@ttu.edu. 
 
 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:yong.chen@ttu.edu
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Mentor Tech’s Annual Banquet Features Bill Cosby 

 

Comedic icon, actor and author Bill Cosby will give the keynote speech during the Lauro 

Cavazos & Ophelia Powell-Malone Mentoring Program (Mentor Tech) annual banquet at 

7 p.m. April 22 at the Lubbock Memorial Civic Center Banquet Hall. 

 

Cosby has captivated generations of fans with his comedy routines, iconic albums and 

best-selling books such as Fatherhood. Cosby broke television’s racial barrier with I Spy, 

becoming the first African-American to costar on a television series while winning three 

consecutive Emmys. He created and produced the Emmy-winning cartoon Fat Albert and 

the Cosby Kids, which began airing in the 1970s and was made into a film in 2004. The 

show, based on Cosby’s childhood in Philadelphia, was designed to educate and 

entertain. 

 

The former Navy serviceman’s list of accomplishments includes roles on the children’s 

educational show Electric Company and creating and producing the Emmy award-

winning Little Bill, which is based on his bestselling book series. 

 

Perhaps Cosby’s greatest contribution to American entertainment and culture is The 

Cosby Show, about a close-knit, upper-class black family. Cosby said his intent was to 

portray an American family. Time magazine called the show “an encouraging sign of 

maturity in matters of race.” The Cosby Show dominated the No. 1 spot for years, 

earning nearly unanimous critical praise. Life magazine described the program as “a 

gentle, whimsical, warmhearted” show whose “delicious ordinariness of its pleasures and 

tribulations has given millions a fresh, laughter-splashed perspective on their own 

domestic lives.” 

 

“Bill Cosby is a multi-generational comedic genius,” said Cory Powell, director and co-

founder of Mentor Tech. “You’re hard pressed to find someone who has not heard of 

him. Whether it’s from I Spy, Fat Albert, The Cosby Show, or Little Bill, he has the 

unique ability to connect and relate with people, regardless of background, and still 

maintain relevance.” 

 

Cosby has received the Kennedy Center Honors, the Presidential Medal of Freedom 

(America’s highest civilian honor), the Mark Twain Prize for American Humor and the 

Marian Anderson Award. 

 



Cosby married the former Camille Hanks in 1964, while she was still a student at the 

University of Maryland. They raised four daughters (Erika, Erinn, Ensa and Evin) and 

one son (Ennis) and now have three grandchildren. The family resides in New England. 

 

“Bill Cosby is an iconic figure,” said Paul A. Frazier, assistant vice president, Division of 

Institutional Diversity, Equity and Community Engagement. “I remember watching him 

as a child and I continue to enjoy him in various roles as an adult. I am very excited.” 

 

Mentor Tech seeks to enhance the quality of the educational experience of students from 

underrepresented populations through programs, services, advocacy, and campus and 

community involvement. 

 

The program pairs students with faculty and staff members to assist them in their 

academic, social and cultural adjustments to Texas Tech University. More than 2,100 

students have been provided service through the program. In the last eight years, nearly 

800 student participants have graduated from Texas Tech and the Texas Tech University 

Health Sciences Center. The program’s participating student average retention rate (86 

percent) is higher than for the university overall and has awarded close to $100,000 in 

scholarships since its inception. 

 

Tickets for the banquet are $125 each or $140 for VIP. Tables of eight cost $1,000 and 

$1,500 for VIP. All VIP purchases include premium seating at the banquet, admittance to 

the VIP reception and a photo opportunity with Cosby. Proceeds benefit the Mentor Tech 

scholarship fund.  

 

Mentor Tech is part of Texas Tech’s Division for Institutional Diversity, Equity and 

Community Engagement. 
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. Find Texas Tech news, 

experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

 

 CONTACT: Cory Powell, director, Mentor Tech, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-

8692, or mentor@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech Showcases 50th Anniversary Screening 

   

WHAT: The 50th Anniversary Screening of Sergio Leone’s “A Fistful of Dollars.”  

 

WHEN:  6:30 p.m. Tuesday (March 25) 

 

WHERE:  LHUCA Firehouse Theater, 511 Avenue K 

 

EVENT: The film is the first of the Dollars Trilogy and is one of Leone’s iconic 

films. Sir Christopher Frayling is an expert on Spaghetti Westerns and will 

speak before the film about “Fistful of Dollars,” historical background and 

the ways the film shaped global cinema. After the film, Frayling and 

Austin Fisher, author of “Radical Frontiers in the Spaghetti Western: 

Politics, Violence and Popular Italian Cinema,” will offer a panel 

discussion on motifs of the film.  

 

The event is sponsored by Texas Tech University’s European Studies, the 

College of Arts & Sciences, the Department of History, the International 

Film Series and the Louise Hopkins Underwood Center for the Arts.  

 

 The screening is free and open to the public.   

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Aliza Wong, associate chairperson, Department of History, College of 

Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3744, or aliza.wong@ttu.edu. 

 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Laredo College Advisor Receives Honor from Texas Tech 

 

Maria Uriegas, college advisor at C.C. Winn High School in Laredo, has been honored 

with the Excellence in College Admission Counseling Award given by Texas Tech 

University’s Office of Admissions. 

 

Uriegas was presented with the award Monday (March 24) at C.C. Winn High School. 

 

The award is chosen among college advising professionals who demonstrate actions of 

going above and beyond to create access to higher education for students; support Texas 

Tech’s efforts to increase enrollment, increase diversity and promote student success; and 

participate in Texas Tech recruitment programming. 

 

“Working with Maria Uriegas has been an absolute honor as she is a leader among 

college counseling professionals,” said Jamie Hansard, director of recruitment and 

marketing for Texas Tech Undergraduate Admissions. “Her dedication to her students is 

awe-inspiring and Texas Tech wanted to recognize her contributions to these young 

students’ lives.” 

 

According to the selection committee, Uriegas was chosen as the recipient for the award 

based on her emphasis in understanding the programs offered by Texas Tech so she is 

able to better inform her students about the excellent opportunities available to her 

students at Texas Tech. She has participated in counselor development programs such as 

Summer Showcase and attends Texas Tech’s annual counselor update. 

 

Uriegas demonstrates a persistent attitude about exposing C.C. Winn High School 

students to colleges and universities like Texas Tech by facilitating an annual bus trip to 

the Texas Tech campus. She has consistently travelled with her students to Lubbock each 

fall so the students can see firsthand the many excellent academic opportunities that are 

available. She has facilitated the opportunity for her students to experience a Texas Tech 

football game during their visit so that they can experience campus life and the fun 

aspects of college as well. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

mailto:callie.jones@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia


 

CONTACT: Jamie Hansard, director of recruitment & marketing, Undergraduate 

Admissions, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3603 or jamie.hansard@ttu.edu. 

mailto:jamie.hansard@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Hosts Innovator and Inventor Bob Metcalfe 

   

WHAT: Texas Tech University System Office of Technology Commercialization 

hosts Bob Metcalfe. 

 

WHEN: 11 a.m. Friday (March 28) 

 

WHERE: Room 359, College of Media & Communication, 3003 15th St.   

 

EVENT: Metcalfe, professor of innovation at the University of Texas, is an   

  Internet Society Pioneer Hall of Famer for his work beginning in 1970 at  

  MIT, Harvard and Stanford. He invented Ethernet in 1973 and founded  

  billion-dollar networking company 3Com Corp. in 1979.  

 

  Today, more than a billion wired and wireless (WiFi) IEEE 802 Ethernet  

  ports ship annually, and 3Com, after going public in 1984 and reaching  

  $5.7 billion in sales in 1999, is now part of Hewlett-Packard.   

 

  Metcalfe’s discussion topic is “Startupery Out of Research Universities.”  

  Startupery (entrepreneurship) is using the machinery of Free Enterprise to  

  innovate. And, he says, research universities produce some of the best  

  startups, because they graduate students, among the most effective   

  vehicles of innovation, even not counting exceptional “drop-out” startups  

  like Apple, Microsoft, Dell and Facebook. 

 

  Metcalfe was a publisher-pundit at IDG/InfoWord in the 1990s and a  

  venture capitalist at Polaris Venture Partners in the 2000s. He is a trustee  

  of MIT, a member of the National Academy of Engineering and recipient  

  of the National Medal of Technology.   

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Eli Velasquez, associate vice chancellor and director, Office of 

Technology Commercialization, (806) 834-22481, or eli.velasquez@ttu.edu. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Texas Tech Hosts International Arts and Culture Symposium 

 

WHAT:  Second Annual International Arts and Culture Symposium  

 

WHEN:  6-9 p.m. Thursday (March 27) 

 

WHERE:  Helen DeVitt Jones Auditorium and Sculpture Court, Museum of Texas 

Tech University, Fourth Street and Indiana Avenue  

 

EVENT: The lecture and performing arts portions of the symposium bring scholars 

from South Korea and Texas Tech University together to foster cultural 

understanding within the Lubbock community. The theme for this year’s 

symposium is traditional music and dance.  

 

 Symposium participants will be welcomed by Ambassador Suk-bum Park, 

Consul General of the Republic Korea, and David Cho, maestro of the 

Lubbock symphony orchestra.  

 

 The program, introduced by William Westney, Texas Tech Horn 

professor, will begin with a discussion of Irish traditional music and dance 

by Christopher Smith, associate professor and chairman of musicology 

and ethnomusicology. Two world-renowned performers from South Korea 

will follow the discussion.  

 

 The event is free and open to the public. Free parking and entry is 

available on the west side of the museum.  

 

 Sponsors are Sowoon Arts and Heritage, and the Museum of Texas Tech 

University, with support from Humanities Texas, the Center for Global 

Understanding, Lubbock International Cultural Center and others.   

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Tobin Brannan, social media coordinator, Museum of Texas Tech 

University, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2442, or kenna.brannan@ttu.edu. 

 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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Texas Tech Physicist, Team Observe Closest Milemarker Supernova in Generation 

Type Ia supernovae used to judge distances. This could improve future measurements. 

 
Researchers including a Texas Tech University physicist have intently studied the closest 

type Ia supernova discovered in a generation. The proximity to Earth could yield better 

understanding of this particular type of supernova that astronomers use to gauge distances 

in the universe and learn about its expansion history.  

 

The research was led by Stockholm University and published in the peer-reviewed 

journal, Astrophysical Journal Letters.  

 

With the help of a special spectroscopic camera developed by David Sand, an assistant 

professor in Texas Tech’s Department of Physics, the team observed the supernova was a 

mere 12 million light years away from Earth. Finding one so close is important, he said, 

because astrophysicists use these stars to map distances in the universe. 

 

“These type Ia supernovae are very important to astronomers in general,” he said. “They 

let us measure distances to within about 10 percent or so. These supernovae are very 

uniform, and the explosions emit the same intrinsic amount of light. So, if you think 

about the supernova being like a 60-watt light bulb, the light bulb in a room gives a 

brighter light intensity compared to a light bulb a mile away. They still give off the same 

amount of light though, so we’re able to figure out about how far away it is.” 

Researchers used Sand’s FLOYDS spectrograph camera in Hawaii to view the 

supernova. Run by Las Cumbres Observatory Global Telescope Network and one of only 

two in the world, the cameras operate completely robotically and allow scientists to 

confirm supernovae earlier than ever before. 

In the last six months, Sand and others have confirmed 30 different supernovae with the 

new camera.  

The supernova was observed through the Intermediate Palomar Transient Factory project, 

which is a scientific collaboration with California Institute of Technology, Los Alamos 

National Laboratory, University of Wisconsin and several others. This automated survey 

of the night sky is dedicated to finding transient supernova events. The survey finds 



hundreds of new supernovae annually, and scientists here try to understand what types of 

stars become which types of supernova. 

Sand said type Ia supernovae may begin as a carbon/oxygen white dwarf star that feeds 

off a neighboring normal star. Once the white dwarf star accretes enough material to 

reach a mass that’s 1.4 times the size of our sun compressed into a ball about the size of 

Earth, it becomes unstable and explodes into a supernova in a process that still isn’t fully 

understood.  

 

Because they tend to explode at nearly the same mass and luminosity, they make 

excellent guides for judging distances. 

 

However, Ariel Goobar from the Oskar Klein Center at Stockholm University, said 

evidence shows this particular supernova may have formed differently. Goobar and 

collaborators used pre-explosion images of the region of the M82 galaxy where the 

supernova went off, both from the Hubble Space Telescope and from the Palomar Oschin 

Telescope, to search for a star in the location of the explosion, or possible earlier nova 

eruptions. 

  

The lack of pre-explosion detections suggests the supernova may have originated in the 

merging of compact faint objects, such as two white dwarf stars. 

  

“Until very recently, the leading model for standard candle supernovae was thought to 

include a companion star from which material was stripped by the white dwarf until the 

accumulated mass could no longer be sustained by the outwards pressure, leading to a 

runaway thermonuclear explosion,” Goobar said. “The observations of this supernova are 

challenging for this theoretical picture.” 

 

Three scientists won the Nobel Prize in Physics in 2011 after they used type Ia 

supernovae to document the universe not only is expanding but also the expansion 

process is accelerating.  

 

The acceleration phenomenon is called dark energy, and Sand said he believes by 

studying closer type Ia supernovae will lead to better distance-judging in the universe as 

well as a better understanding of the dark energy phenomena. 

 

“If we can judge distances better than the plus-or-minus10 percent or so, I think this will 

lead to uncovering the details of dark energy we still need to understand,” he said. “We 

didn’t even know about dark energy until a few years ago. It’s almost like the universe is 

going to fly apart. Right now, there’s no good physical model or explanation for dark 

energy.” 

 

The good news is the supernova’s close proximity to our planet, Sand said. The bad news 

is that astronomers didn’t catch the supernova explosion until eight days after it happened 

– a fact they realized by studying data from amateur astronomers. 

 



 

Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

Also, it lives in the M82 galaxy, which is a dusty place due to the high number of local 

star formation. Because of the dust, the supernova wasn’t as easy to see, Sand said. 

 

“The dust is interesting because all supernovae have some dust,” he said. “But there are 

worrying hints that dust works differently in galaxies other than our own. We see these 

worrying details once in a while when we’re looking at external galaxies. But it appears 

we may not understand dust that well.” 

 

For a copy of the report, contact John Davis. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: David Sand, assistant professor, Department of Physics, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 742-2264 or david.sand@ttu.edu. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
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Texas Tech Professor Comments on Significance of Cesar Chavez and Film 

 

With “Cesar Chavez” hitting theaters March 28 and Cesar Chavez Day being March 31, 

Miguel Levario, Texas Tech University associate professor in the Department of History, 

comments on the significance of the civil rights activist and having his life portrayed on 

film.  

 

Levario specializes in Chicano and Mexican-American history.  

 

From a historical standpoint, was it necessary to make this biopic? Why or why 

not? 
 

Cesar Chavez may not be as universally known as Martin Luther King, Jr. or Rosa Parks, 

but he is well known throughout the Southwest and the country, especially in agricultural 

areas. In fact, the United Farm Workers Union was a major supporter of Sen. Robert F. 

Kennedy's presidential campaign in 1968. It was Kennedy who gave Chavez his first 

piece of bread after his first hunger strike. So, yes from a historical standpoint this film is 

very necessary, in part to address reasons for his popularity.  

Chavez led one of the largest labor movements in United States history. Farm workers 

were never organized and did not have basic rights or protections. Moreover, their status 

in the United States and their working conditions were considered by many experts as 

modern-day slavery. Therefore, the impact and range the movement had on people is 

extensive and as meaningful as any human rights initiative in the world. It is historically 

and culturally important the United States recognizes one of their own who lived up to 

the ideals of this country.  

 

What kind of impact can Cesar Chavez’s story have on current society? 
His impact is felt every day in the fields. Workers have basic rights and accommodations 

like bathrooms, water, food, shade, etc., as a direct result of the farm workers movement 

led by Cesar Chavez, Dolores Huerta and the United Farmworkers Union. Moreover, his 

legacy and that of nonviolent protests were mirrored by King, Ghandi and others. Cesar 

Chavez’s civil rights movement was in the same vein as those of King, which are 

celebrated and revered extensively today. Their impact went beyond Calif. and was felt 

throughout every farm region in the country.   

 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu


Why do you feel it has taken such a long time for a movie of this magnitude to be 

devoted to Cesar Chavez? 
I think for the same reason many Latino-themed films aren’t released or made, and that is 

the lack of support and funding for such films. Many in the industry want quick money 

makers, and many biopics regardless of subject are difficult to sell because of the 

shortsightedness of our society. We want sex and violence in our films. Biopics tend to 

not attract the average moviegoer. On the other hand, Mexican-American history is 

experiencing a bit of a revival in light of states like Ariz. banning such curricula. 

Students, educators, administrators and citizens are demanding their narrative be taught 

in schools to fill the gaps left by the national Anglo-dominant narrative. Today, the 

community and U.S. as a whole is waking up to the Latino historical narrative and 

recognizing it as part of the American narrative.   

 

How do you feel the movie will be received? 
The film garnered positive reviews and has a solid cast and director in Diego Luna. I 

think it will do well and sincerely hope all Americans recognize this biopic as a part of 

their history and American culture. 

 

How important is it to have this type of movie as a teaching tool both in secondary 

and higher education? 
Like many biopics (“The King’s Speech,” “Milk,” etc.) popular attention is brought to an 

important topic in our history. Many students don’t read and depend on films for 

information, so films like Cesar Chavez make people, especially young people, stop and 

think about what the topic is about.  So, these films are important for educators and the 

populous at large.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Miguel Levario, associate professor, Department of History, College of 

Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech University, miguel.levario@ttu.edu. 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:miguel.levario@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech’s Burkhart Center Pivotal in Autism Education, Research 

World Autism Awareness Day begins month-long awareness crusade. 

 

Pitch 

World Autism Awareness Day is April 2. In November 2013, Texas Tech University opened a new 

chapter in autism research and education, cutting the ribbon on the new Burkhart Center for Autism 

Education and Research.  

 

The center has become a leader statewide and nationally, and experts are available for interviews 

related to Autism Awareness Month.  

 

Experts:  
Wes Dotson, assistant professor and interim co-director, Burkhart Center, and director of Outpatient 

Services, (806) 834-0783, or wesley.dotson@ttu.edu.  

 

 College and Post-secondary Support for ASD 

 Behavior Support Clinic 

 Current ongoing research 

 Early Intervention Services 

 Parents’ Night Out and other opportunities for parent participation 

 Social skills and Relationship Development for individuals with ASD 

 

Janice Magness, interim co-director, Burkhart Center, and director of Burkhart Transition Academy, 

(806) 834-3725 or janice.magness@ttu.edu 

 
 Transition Academy for young adults 

 Autism Walk (April 27) 

 Family Fun Events in the summer, summer camps 

 Autism conference, upcoming lectures 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or follow us 

on Twitter. 

 

 

http://today.ttu.edu/2013/11/texas-tech-celebrates-new-burkhart-center-for-autism/
http://www.educ.ttu.edu/research/burkhart-center/
http://www.educ.ttu.edu/research/burkhart-center/
http://cms.educ.ttu.edu/personnel-folder/wesley-dotson
mailto:wesley.dotson@ttu.edu
mailto:janice.magness@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
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SRO Photo Gallery Exhibition Series Season Closes  

 

Texas Tech University School of Art and Landmark Arts presents photography by 

Deborah Bay from March 31 to May 4. This is the final show in the 2013-2014 SRO 

Photo Gallery exhibition series.  

 

Bay’s series, “The Big Bang,” looks at the issue of gun control. After Houston law 

enforcement professionals fired shots into Plexiglas, Bay photographs the aftermath in 

her studio. Resulting images resemble exploding galaxies.  

 

Bay holds a doctoral degree in education from the University of Texas in Austin. 

Currently living in Houston, she is an advisory council member for the Houston Center 

for Photography. To visit her website, go to www.deborahbay.com.  

 

 Gallery hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 

and noon to 4 p.m. Sunday. The Art Building is located at 3072 18th St. Paid parking is 

available on the fourth floor of the Flint Avenue parking facility Monday through Friday. 

Parking is free on weekends.  

 

The gallery is free and open to the public. For more information, visit 

www.srophotogallery.org. 

 

The exhibitions, speakers and related programs at the School of Art and Landmark Arts 

are made possibly by grants from the Helen Jones Foundation and The CH Foundation. 

Additional support comes from cultural activities fees administered through the College 

of Visual & Performing Arts.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Victoria Marie Bee, director, SRO Photo Gallery Exhibitions, Texas 

Tech University, victoria.m.bee@ttu.edu. 

 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu
http://www.deborahbay.com/
http://www.srophotogallery.org/
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:victoria.m.bee@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Graduate Student Showcases Artwork 

 

Texas Tech University School of Art presents “Cotton Tale,” an exhibition of artwork by 

masters of fine arts candidate Carol Cunningham. 

 

The exhibition is on view from 6 - 9 p.m. April 4 as part of the First Friday Art Trail in 

the School of Art Satellite Gallery at CASP/LHUCA. The exhibit will be on display until 

April 15.  

 

Cunningham combines elements of natural and artificial in her work, including dirt, 

plastic, plants, faux fur, and real and toy animals. Cunningham said she sees her work as 

an opportunity to engage with the public and bring awareness to issues surrounding 

animals and nature.  

 

The exhibit includes video, installation work, painting, printmaking, sculpture and 

photography.  

 

The Texas Tech Satellite Gallery at LHUCA is located at 1108 Fifth St. Gallery hours are 

1 - 5 p.m. on Saturdays.  

 

The exhibitions, speakers and related programs at Landmark Arts and the Texas Tech 

University School of Art are made possible by grants from the Helen Jones Foundation 

and The CH Foundation. Additional support comes from cultural activities fees 

administered through Texas Tech’s College of Visual & Performing Arts. Support for 

Satellite Gallery exhibitions comes from the Ryla T. & John F. Lott Endowment for 

Excellence in the Visual Arts, administered through the School of Art.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Joe Arredondo, director, Landmark Arts, College of Visual & 

Performing Arts, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-1947 or joe.arredondo@ttu.edu. 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:joe.arredondo@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech School of Music Hosts Annual Opera  

   

WHAT: Texas Tech University’s School of Music presents Monteverdi’s “The 

Coronation of Poppea.” 

 

WHEN: 7 p.m. April 4 and 5 

 

WHERE: Texas Tech Allen Theatre 

 

EVENT: Set in ancient Rome, “The Coronation of Poppea” is an Italian opera by 

Claudio Monteverdi first performed in Venice. 1693 opera was one of the 

first to use historical events and people to describe how Poppea, mistress 

of the Roman emperor Nero, is able to become crowned empress.  

 

 Tickets are $10 for general admission and $5 for students, and can be 

purchased at the door or in advance through the School of Music at 

music.ttu.edu or by calling (806) 834-2623.   

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Gerald Dolter, director, Music Theatre, School of Music, Texas Tech 

University, (806) 834-7191, or Gerald.dolter@ttu.edu. 

 

 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:Gerald.dolter@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech’s Red to Black Hosts Financial Education Week 

   

WHAT: Financial Education Week 

 

WHEN: 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.; March 31-April 3 

 

WHERE: Student Union Building (SUB), (Across from Copy Mail) 

 

EVENT: Texas Tech University’s Red to Black program hosts its annual Financial 

Education Week at the SUB. The week-long event is free to Texas Tech 

students to become educated about various financial topics. 

 

 Red to Black is an outreach program of Texas Tech’s Department of 

Personal Financial Planning. Its purpose is to provide financial awareness 

through client-based planning, training and coaching.  

 

 The event will include credit report checks, a scavenger hunt throughout 

the SUB, piggy banks to encourage students’ savings efforts and a money-

tram taxi service. 

 

 For more information about the event, visit www.orgs.ttu.edu/r2b.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Amanda Muñoz, marketing committee chair and volunteer, Red to 

Black, Texas Tech University, (806) 241-4177 or amanda.munoz@ttu.edu. 

 

http://www.orgs.ttu.edu/r2b
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:amanda.munoz@ttu.edu
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Gov. Perry to Provide Remarks at Hance Reception in Lubbock 

 

VENUE CHANGE: The event has been moved to the United Spirit Arena. 

 

WHAT:          Reception honoring Chancellor Kent Hance 

                                                                

WHEN:  4:30 - 6 p.m. Wednesday (April 2) 

 

WHERE: United Spirit Arena, south end 

  1701 Indiana Avenue 

 

Officials at Texas Tech will host a reception honoring Chancellor Kent Hance for his 

dedicated service and leadership to the Texas Tech University System and higher 

education in the state of Texas. Texas Gov. Rick Perry will provide special remarks. 

 

Texas legislative officials as well as leadership and representatives from each of the TTU 

System component institutions will be in attendance. Doors will open at 4:30 p.m., with 

the program beginning at 5 p.m. and reception serving food and drinks immediately 

following. The event is open to the public. 

 

Interested media should contact the Office of Communications and Marketing and TTU 

System to schedule interviews in advance of the event. 

 

CONTACT:  Randy Sanders, Office of Communications & Marketing, Texas Tech 

University System, (806) 742-0057, or randy.sanders@ttu.edu. 

 

 

 



      

Office of Communications and Marketing  
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

        Advisory 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE: March 28, 2014 

CONTACT: Grace Acuna, grace.acuna@ttu.edu 

       (806) 742-2136 

 

 

Hispanic Honor Society Hosts Security Panel  

   

WHAT: Sigma Delta Pi’s Sixth Annual Forum on Peace and Security 

 

WHEN: 5:30 p.m. Tuesday (April 1) 

 

WHERE: International Cultural Center Auditorium, 601 Indiana Ave.   

 

EVENT: The Texas Tech University chapter of Sigma Delta Pi, a national 

collegiate Hispanic honor society, will host a forum focusing on the topics 

of cybersecurity and privacy. Panelists will include Sam Segran, Randy 

Reddick, Col. Davis Lewis and Vickie Sutton. Tibor Nagy, vice provost of 

international affairs at Texas Tech, will act as moderator.  

 

 Segran is the associate vice president for information technology and the 

chief information officer at Texas Tech. In his position he is responsible 

for all information technology (IT) operations and management for the 

university.   

 

 Reddick is a journalism professor at Texas Tech.  His research focuses on 

the online element of reporting.  His book, “The Online Journalist” has 

been translated into three different languages, and he has spoken on the 

National Institute for Computer-Assisted Reporting panel.   

 

 Lewis graduated from the University of Southern California with a 

bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering. While in the Air Force he 

was primarily responsible for the development of the Block 50 F-16 

aircraft.  He served as Commander for the Air Force ROTC Detachment at 

Texas Tech where he was instrumental in the creation of the strategic 

studies graduate certificate program. Lewis is a visiting assistant professor 

in the political science department.  

 

 Sutton is the associate dean of research and faculty development at Texas 

Tech’s School of Law. She has served as a political appointee for 

President George W. Bush as the Chief Counsel for the Research and 

Innovative Technology Administration.  During her time at Texas Tech, 

she has served as the director of the Center of Biodefense, Law and Public 



Policy, the only center at a law school in the country to focus solely on 

issues of law and biodefense, biosecurity and bioterrorism.  

 

  Sigma Delta Pi national offices are located College of Charleston in South 

Carolina. They are a member of the Association of College Honor 

Societies, the nation’s only certifying agency for college and university 

honor societies.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 

@TexasTechMedia. 

 

CONTACT: Comfort Pratt, advisor, Sigma Delta Pi, College of Education, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 834-5710 or c.pratt@ttu.edu. 

 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Holi Hindu Comes to Texas Tech Campus 

   

WHAT: Seventh Annual Holi Festival of Colors 

 

WHEN: 4 p.m. Saturday (March 29) 

 

WHERE: Urbanoksy Park 

 

EVENT: Texas Tech University’s South Asian Student Association and the Cross 

Cultural Academic Advancement Center host the Seventh annual Holi 

Festival of Colors to celebrate the coming of spring. 

 

 The event includes colored power to throw on each other, a cultural 

performance by Tech Kahaani, free Indian food and free Holi white t-

shirts. Traditional Hindu dress asks people to wear white to the event. 

 

 Holi is an annual festival celebrated on the day after the full moon in the 

Hindu month of Phalguna. It celebrates spring while commemorating 

various events in Hindu Mythology.  

 

 The Festival of Colors is free and open to the public.  

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Ricky Sherfield Jr., unit coordinator, Cross-Cultural Academic 

Advancement Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3028, or 

ricky.sherfield@ttu.edu. 

 

mailto:lauren.kozlovsky@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:ricky.sherfield@ttu.edu


      

Office of Communications and Marketing  
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

         Advisory 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE: Mar. 28, 2014 

CONTACT: Lauren Kozlovsky, lauren.kozlovsky@ttu.edu  

       (806) 742-2136 

 

 

Texas Tech Raider Roadshow Heading to Dallas 

   

WHAT: 2014 Raider Roadshow 

 

WHEN: 2:30 p.m. Sunday (Mar. 30); check-in is at 1:30 p.m. 

 

WHERE: Westin Galleria, 13340 Dallas Pkwy., Dallas 

 

EVENT: Texas Tech University deans, associate deans, faculty and staff 

representing more than 100 academic majors will attend the Raider 

Roadshow. Current students also will be available to talk about their 

experiences and what it’s like being a Red Raider. 

 

 The event is open to anyone wishing to learn more about Texas Tech, 

including: 

 

 high school underclassmen exploring their futures  

 high school seniors needing to complete an application  

 admitted and transfer students who want to attend information 

sessions 

 parents seeking more information, who also will get the chance to 

meet other parents of Texas Tech students 

 

 Check-in begins at 1:30 p.m. followed by a welcome ceremony from the 

Office of the President. During the event, visitors will have the 

opportunity to meet with admissions, campus life, financial aid, 

scholarship, housing and hospitality, and academics to learn more about 

their future at Texas Tech. 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Rex Oliver, regional manager, Dallas Regional Center, Texas Tech 

University, (214) 630-8324 or rex.oliver@ttu.edu. 

 

mailto:lauren.kozlovsky@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:rex.oliver@ttu.edu
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Rawls College of Business Hosts Health Research Industry Leader 

   

WHAT: Texas Tech University’s Rawls College of Business John Aure Buesseler, 

MD, MSBA Distinguished Lectureship Series Luncheon 

 

WHEN: Noon, Friday (April 11) 

 

WHERE: The Lubbock Country Club, 3400 Mesa Rd. 

EVENT: The Rawls College of Business Area of Health Organization Management 

hosts the John Aure Buesseler, MD, MSBA Distinguished Lectureship 

Series Luncheon at the Lubbock Country Club. 

At the luncheon, Bobby Clark, senior manager of PricewaterhouseCoopers 

Health Research Institute in Washington, D.C., will discuss his 

presentation, “Top Health Industry Issues of 2014: A New Health 

Economy Takes Shape.” 

To attend, please RSVP by Friday, April 4, via phone at 806-834-0022 or 

email at ann.bertoia@ttu.edu. This complimentary speaker luncheon series 

is made possible by the support of the John Aure Buesseler Lectureship 

Series Fund. 

Find Rawls College of Business news and updates at rawlsnews.ba.ttu.edu, and follow 

our progress on Twitter @TTURawlsCollege and using #RawlsLeads.  

 

CONTACT: Michele Moskos, senior director, Communications and Marketing, 

Rawls College of Business, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3171 or 

michele.moskos@ttu.edu. 

 

 

http://www.pwc.com/us/en/health-industries/health-research-institute/robert-clark.jhtml
http://www.pwc.com/us/en/health-industries/health-research-institute/
http://www.pwc.com/us/en/health-industries/health-research-institute/
mailto:ann.bertoia@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Archives Receives History of Financial Planning Memorabilia 

Rare items belonging to one of the founding fathers will be displayed in the SWC/SCL. 

 

Texas Tech University’s Center for Financial Responsibility and the Southwest 

Collection/Special Collections Library (SWC/SCL) recently received from the widow of 

Loren Dunton a collection of rare items documenting the founding of the field of financial 

planning.  

 

“Clearly, this is a major accomplishment to acquire the original scheduling documents 

with handwritten notes of the meeting that founded the financial planning discipline,” said 

Bill Gustafson, senior director of the Center for Financial Responsibility.  

 

Dunton, considered one of the founding fathers of financial planning, was a financial 

consultant and mutual-fund salesman who started a consulting firm in Colorado in 1968. 

Due to the need of a professional to coordinate a person’s financial affairs, he invited a 

group of thirteen business leaders in the financial services industry to a meeting on Dec. 

11, 1969, at the Chicago O’Hare International Airport.  

 

This meeting marked the beginning of the financial planning movement and the Certified 

Financial Planner™ designation. 

 

Nineteen years after his death, Dunton’s life work and memory will live on in Texas 

Tech’s Archives for the History of Financial Planning because of Ben Baldwin, a longtime 

friend of Dunton’s. 

 

“Baldwin came to Texas Tech to present a workshop for personal financial planning 

students,” said John Gilliam, director of master’s programs in the Department of Personal 

Financial Planning (PFP). “The program brings top professionals from around the country 

to the university for a workshop for students and Baldwin was one of these professionals.” 

 

After the workshop, Baldwin decided Dunton’s memorabilia needed to be in the 

SWC/SCL. In addition, Baldwin referred Gilliam to Dunton’s widow, Marta Dunton, who 

lives in San Francisco. 

 

mailto:lauren.kozlovsky@ttu.edu


“When I told Marta a home was found for Dunton’s memorabilia, she cried because she 

was concerned her husband’s memory would be lost forever,” Baldwin said. 

 

The SWC/SCL is home to the Archives for the History of Financial Planning, and the 

department has collected data, memorabilia and more than 300 oral interviews since 2005.  

 

Dunton’s books, published newsletters, awards and copies of original documents currently 

are available at the SWC/SCL for students and the public to understand the history of 

financial planning. 

 

Graduate students in the PFP department also are in the process of going through the 

documents, digitizing and cataloguing them so they can be available on the web. 

 

 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at Texas Tech Today Media Resources or 

follow us on Twitter. 

 

CONTACT: Bill Gustafson, senior director, The Center for Financial Responsibility, 

Texas Tech University, (806) 742-9783 or bill.gustafson@ttu.edu; John Gilliam, 

director of master’s programs, Department of Personal Financial Planning, Texas 

Tech University, (806) 742-5050 or john.gilliam@ttu.edu. 

http://today.ttu.edu/media/
https://twitter.com/TexasTechMedia
mailto:bill.gustafson@ttu.edu
mailto:john.gilliam@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Graduate Center Hosts Grand Opening 

   

WHAT: The Texas Tech University Graduate School will open the Graduate 

Center, a facility consisting of more than 2,000 square feet of space 

dedicated to exclusive use by graduate students and post-doctoral fellows. 

 

WHEN: 4 p.m. Tuesday (April 1) 

 

WHERE: Basement level of the west wing in the Administration Building 

 

EVENT: Located at the very heart of campus, the center will provide graduate 

students and post-doctoral fellows with meeting and networking space, 

quiet study/research space, a computer lab, dining area, conference room 

and a lounge. 

 

The ribbon cutting ceremony will feature an address by Texas Tech 

President M. Duane Nellis as well as remarks by Provost Lawrence 

Schovanec, and Vice Provost for Graduate Affairs and Dean of the 

Graduate School Mark Sheridan. A reception will follow. 

 

CONTACT: Gloria Park, secretary, Graduate Student Advisory Council, Graduate 

School, Texas Tech University, gloria.park@ttu.edu.  

 

mailto:gloria.park@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech System Endowment Passes $1 Billion 

 

Officials at the Texas Tech University System announced today (March 31) that its endowment has 

surpassed $1 billion for the first time in the system’s history, reaching a total of $1.043 billion.  

 

“Increasing our endowment to more than $1 billion is a historic achievement for the Texas Tech 

University System,” said Chancellor Kent Hance. “This has been a top priority of mine since 

becoming chancellor and puts us into an elite category of universities across the nation.”  

 

In August 2013, the TTU System completed its capital campaign, Vision & Tradition: The 

Campaign for Texas Tech, which raised more than $1.069 billion with the support of nearly 

130,000 donors. The fundraising effort passed its goal almost a year ahead of schedule, receiving 

gifts from donors in all 50 states and 41 countries. All funds raised are being invested in the 

universities of the TTU System by expanding scholarships, establishing endowments and building 

new facilities on each campus.   

 

“A big part of our success has been raising money,” Hance said. “We have a great team of 

development officers and generous donors from around the world supporting us.” 

 

As a result of these fundraising efforts and the diligent management of investments, the TTU 

System’s endowment has grown more than 80 percent in the last seven years. In August 2006, the 

TTU System’s endowment was $548 million.  

 

“We view our endowment in perpetuity and have worked diligently at the Texas Tech University 

System to make sound and strategic investments,” said Jim Brunjes, vice chancellor and chief 

financial officer for the TTU System. “This has allowed our endowment to perform consistently 

over the past several years.” 

 

During this same time, the TTU System’s endowment ranking in the Commonfund Study of 

Endowments by the National Association of College and University Business Officers has 

improved from No. 116 to No. 86 in the nation. In these standings, the TTU System has passed 

distinguished institutions such as University of Tennessee, University of Oregon, University of 

Arizona, Louisiana State University, Pepperdine University and many others. 

 

mailto:dailey.fuller@ttu.edu


About the Texas Tech University System  
The Texas Tech University System is one of the top public university systems in the state of Texas, 

consisting of four component institutions and operating at 12 academic sites and centers. 

Headquartered in Lubbock, Texas, the TTU System has an annual operating budget of $1.7 billion 

and approximately 17,000 employees focused on advancing higher education, health care, research 

and outreach. 

 

In 2013, research expenditures totaled approximately $200 million and total enrollment exceeded 

44,000 students for the first time in the TTU System’s history. Whether it’s contributing billions of 

dollars annually in economic impact or being the only system in Texas to house an academic 

institution, law school, and medical school at the same location, the TTU System continues to prove 

that anything is possible. 

 

CONTACT: Randy Sanders, associate vice chancellor, Office of Communications & 

Marketing, Texas Tech University System, (806) 742-0057 or randy.sanders@ttu.edu.  
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Language of Love: Matching Conjunctions, Pronouns Could Spell a Match Better than Good 
Looks and Fast Cars 

By John Davis 

Conjunction junction, what’s your function? 

Hooking up people using similar phrases, according to one Texas Tech University researcher.  

Molly Ireland, a visiting assistant professor in the Department of Psychology who studies human 
dialogue, said people who use the same kinds of function words are more likely to find a match. 

Function words include personal pronouns such as he, she, it, articles such as “a” “an” or “the” 
and conjunctions such as and, or, but and nor.  

Rich Slatcher at Wayne State University and James Pennebaker and Paul Eastwick at University 
of Texas at Austin also participated in the study. 

“Conversations between romantic partners make up some of the most important dialogue in most 
adults' lives,” Ireland said. “Romantic relationships have a huge influence on our health and 
well-being, and I think that conversation is a big part of what makes those relationships succeed 
or fail at every stage -- from first dates to marriages.”  

In a recent study, she and others looked at 40 speed dates between heterosexual males and 
females and analyzed the daters’ language using special computers.  

When analyzed, researchers discovered a positive correlation of function-word similarity with 
speed-daters’ odds of going on a second date and long-term couples’ odds of still being together 
three months after the study, Ireland said.  

Language similarity became an even better predictor of relationship stability when compared to 
other related variables such as the perceived similarity with one’s date, perceived relationship 
quality, and how many words people spoke to each other during each conversation. 

“We were surprised by how well language similarity predicted relationship stability above and 
beyond these other variables,” she said. “People also aren’t very good at predicting ahead of time 
what they'll find attractive on a date. So in a way, language predicts what people want in a 
partner better than they do themselves.” 

Ireland said the study highlights the importance of language and language style with social 
behavior, she said, and content might not be as important. She and other researchers think 
language-style matching reflects attention to one’s conversation partner as opposed to oneself or 
the surroundings and similarity between partners’ thinking styles. 



“It’s easy in relationships or on dates to focus on superficial things like your own appearance or 
the topics your partner is talking about,” she said. “But the fact is that most first dates have pretty 
similar content. People talk about their likes and dislikes – music, hobbies and majors for college 
students. None of that really matters though if you're not paying attention to each other or 
adopting similar mindsets.” 

CONTACT: Molly Ireland, visiting assistant professor, Department of Psychology, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 742-0818 or molly.ireland@ttu.edu 



Midnight Message: Texas Tech Alumnus’ Art Appears in Times Square 

By John Davis 

At three minutes to midnight on March 1, his art premiered in one of the most commercialized 
spots on the planet – Times Square. 

And at first glance, passers-by might have thought Texas Tech alumnus Zach Nader’s work was 
just one more car ad flooding the giant screens. However, the initial subject had vanished. The 
car became a swirling entity comprising the road, streets, hills and mountains sucked into the 
vacuum where the intended subjects once sped past the camera’s lens.  

The background, he said, becomes the foreground. 

Times Square Advertising Coalition and Times Square Arts will feature Nader’s 3-minute film, 
titled “optional features shown,” during March’s Midnight Moment, which is the largest 
coordinated effort in history by the sign operators in Times Square to display synchronized, 
cutting-edge creative content on electronic billboards and newspaper kiosks throughout Times 
Square every night. 

“It’s a fantastic opportunity for me to have my work shown in Times Square, and especially to 
see this work chosen,” Nader said, who now lives in Brooklyn. “It is incredibly exciting to see 
‘optional features shown’ in such an appropriate venue. Seeing these altered commercials 
reintroduced into a commercial space that regularly features car advertisements among its many 
offerings is really the best context possible for this work.”  

Set to run at 11:57 p.m. every night during March at “The Crossroads of the World” in Midtown 
Manhattan, the short also will be part of  Moving Image, a video, film, and new media art fair 
that will take place March 6-9 at the Waterfront Tunnel event space in Chelsea. 

To make the film, Nader said he used a feature of Adobe Photoshop intended to remove small 
imperfections. By misusing the tool, remaining parts of the image flood into the place where the 
car was featured. The flooding of background to replace the specific content is what Nader says 
interests him the most. 

“Several of my works come from a place of intervening in advertisements,” he said. “In 
removing the product, and any text and people, only the background, the situation, the context, is 
left. I’m interested in what happens when something like a car commercial has the reason it exist 
removed. What are we left with? This work comprises what I would call the salient parts of 
many car commercials. The resulting visualities are a reflection on the scripted nature of image 
creation and editing.”  

A native of Dallas, Nader received his undergraduate degree from Baylor University before 
coming to Texas Tech in 2008, earning his master’s degree in photography in 2011.  



“Texas Tech was incredibly influential on my work,” he said. “I started doing the type of 
appropriation-based work that I make while there. I met lifelong friends and colleagues there. 
We had amazing visiting artists come through the program, which helped me see what an artistic 
career could look like outside of an academic setting. Mostly though, I learned the skills to 
develop my ideas and projects on my own. I had a great time in the School of Art.” 

Nader said many of  the faculty he encountered at Texas Tech helped to make him a better artist, 
including especially Rick Dingus and Robin Germany in the photography area of the School of 
Art. In particular, he said, Joe Arredondo, director of Landmark Arts and at the SRO Photo 
Gallery, gave him the skills that continue to be beneficial to him as a professional in New York.  

Arredondo said he remembers Nader’s conservative photographic style when he first came to 
graduate school. While Arredondo doesn’t teach class, he and Nader would have long compelx 
conversations about photographic theory and image theory when Nader worked as coordinator 
for the SRO Photo Gallery. 

“I see myself as a mentor to him,” Arredondo said. “He and I became good friends while he 
worked in my office and we have stayed in contact since he graduated. There have been several 
great successes along the way for Zach which I have been excited to hear about.  When he made 
it into First Edition 2012 Hey Hot Shot just one year after arriving in New York that was very 
exciting.  His subsequent successes even more so. 

“I like being able to tell current grad students that even if you are from Texas with a Texas Tech 
art degree, you can end up in New York City with your artwork displayed in Times Square  like 
Zach Nader, a gallery director of one of the first galleries, nearly 20 years ago, in the 
Williamsburg area of Brooklyn like Daniel Aycock, web and new media manager of The Frick 
Collection like Vivian Gill, or even editor of Wired Magazine like Scott Dadich.” 

Midnight Moment premiered in May 2012 and is organized and supported by the Times Square 
Advertising Coalition in partnership with Times Square Arts, the public art program for the 
Times Square Alliance, with additional partners of participating sign holders and artists. 
 
“It’s exciting for an emerging artist such as Zach Nader who is appropriating new technologies 
and inventing creative ways to dialogue about consumerism, to have access to the most highly 
visible and appropriate platform," said Sherry Dobbin, Times Square arts director. 
  
Each night, Times Square becomes a digital art gallery through dazzling visuals on select 
billboards and newsstands. Every show begins at 11:57 p.m. with a countdown that signals the 
start of the three-minute nightly presentation.  Past artists featured in the program include Isaac 
Julien; Robert Wilson; Tracey Emin; Seoungho Cho; Vicki DaSilva, Surabhi Saraf, and Elly 
Cho; Erika Janunger; Takeshi Murata; Bel Borba with Burt Sun and André Costantini; Brian 
Gonzalez (aka Taxiplasm);Björk; JR; Ryan McGinley; Jack Goldstein; Nature Theater of 
Oklahoma; Ezra Wube; Laleh Khorramian; Brian Dailey; and Yoko Ono. 
 



Toby Sturek, chairman of the Times Square Advertising Coalition, said that the signs of Times 
Square are known all over the world as the best place to display new and exciting advertising 
content.  

“We are delighted to showcase Zach Nader’s unique film, which actually removes the products 
from commercials,” Sturek said. “March’s Midnight Moment will surely capture the attention 
and interest of the Times Square shoppers and visitors below.” 
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Student Spotlight: Donna West 
By Lauren Kozlovsky 

   
 
As a student, wife and mother of two, Donna West needed an outlet to pursue her passion 
for teaching that fit into her busy lifestyle.  
 
Texas Tech University’s TechTeach was the right fit for this 40 year-old, non-traditional 
student. 
 

“I’ve always dreamed of becoming a teacher and this program has helped me pursue my 
degree in education to fulfill my passion for teaching,” West said.  
 
TechTeach is a teacher education program in the College of Education. It is a clinically 
intensive, competency-based program that provides teacher candidates a strong foundation 
in the classroom.  
 
A new roll-out of the program, beginning July 2014, allows students with an associate’s 
degree in teaching to become certified in one year. The program currently has designated 
programs in Lubbock, the Texas Hill Country and Dallas-Fort Worth. 
 
West, a teacher candidate in the Texas Hill Country program, is completing her senior year 
in the program. She works as a professional educational aid at Packsaddle Elementary 
School in Kingsland.  
 
“I decided to join TechTeach after I heard from my two friends who previously completed 
the program how accessible the program,” she said. “Once I knew the program was right for 
me, I contacted the academic advisor who helped guide my way through the program with a 
plan that would help me not only succeed, but also work for me.” 
 
West the mother of two children, 10-year-old daughter Emily and high school senior 
Easton, and is married to Joey. She needed a flexible program to fit her demanding 
schedule, and TechTeach made it easy for her to balance her personal life while working 
toward a degree.  
 
“I love the flexibility of the program because as a working professional, I can’t go to school 
like a normal student,” West said, “and the program provides online and offline classes, 
which make it possible for anyone to do.”   
 



As a student, a normal day for West consists of sitting in lectures to collaborate with peers, 
participating in interactive discussions through online classes or getting first-hand 
experience in a classroom using the learned practices. 
 
“I take classes that are hybrid in nature, which non-traditional students love,” West said, 
“because I can still find time to learn and expand my education through the way the classes 
are set up and still hold a job and take care of my family.”  
 

As a professional, West’s day consists of facilitating classes, teaching students the proper 
technology to improve their math, language and art skills, and implementing her lesson 
plans she learned from TechTeach. 
 
“The program allows me to do what I love,” West said. “I learn the best teaching practices, 
and then get to use my knowledge in the classroom while still having a source of income.”  
 
West recently was recognized as an exceptional teacher candidate through the Quest for 
Quality Teacher Preparation in Texas for her dedication, hard work and 4.0 GPA. She has 
received an official Resolution from the Texas House of Representatives from the 
exceptional teacher candidate initiative, which is designed to identify outstanding teacher 
candidates from universities across Texas. 
 
“I am honored to receive this recognition and it was all due to TechTeach,” West said. “I 
am very excited to graduate this August and I hope to continue working at Packsaddle 
Elementary.”  
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Student Spotlight: Third-Generation Military Family Member is Inspired to Serve 
Texas Tech University ROTC student receives scholarship. 

By Grace Acuña 
 

Ask Mar John Ecija where he’s from and he hesitates to answer. Growing up in a military 
family, the junior management information systems major was born in the Philippines and 
lived in Germany, California and Guam, before receiving his American citizenship in San 
Antonio.  
 
“It was great because we got to travel around the world, see different people, different 
cultures, and experience what other people don't have the opportunity to do,” Ecija said. 
“But that also means sometimes you have to leave behind the friends and people you have 
met.” 
 
Now he lives in Lubbock and has been part of the Red Raider family for three years.  
 
Ecija comes from a military family of three generations and recently received the Texas 
Army Services Scholarship from state Rep. J.D. Sheffield. The scholarship is awarded to 
students who are committed to education and service, and interested in joining the Texas 
Guard, Army National Guard, United States Merchant Marine or Air National Guard.  

 
Ecija’s stepfather, a major in the U.S. Air Force, was one of the first to inspire Ecija’s 
passion to serve. Ecija said he learned a lot of lessons growing up in a military family.   

 
“The core values of the Air Force always stick with me,” he said. “Integrity first, service 
before self and excellence in all we do.” 

 
Ecija is a member of Texas Tech’s ROTC, a program providing Army ROTC tools through 
classes and field training. With the training, students can become an Army officer while 
working on a college degree.  

 
“The ROTC program here at Texas Tech is great,” he said. “It prepares every cadet to be a 
future leader.”  

 
After graduation, Ecija plans on following his family’s footsteps and serving his country.  
 
For more information about Texas Tech’s ROTC visit the Army ROTCs website. 

 
Sidebar:  

 
What has been your favorite memory at Texas Tech? 

http://armyrotc.ba.ttu.edu/


 
Definitely attending the football games every season. 
 
What is your favorite spot on campus? 
 
The Rawls College of Business building 
 
What is your favorite Texas Tech tradition? 
 
Carol of Lights 
 
What do you love most about being a Red Raider? 
 
That every student takes such pride in the university and the campus in general is just 
beautiful.   

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

                                  Web Only                                                        
Texas Tech Alum Creates Pi Pie Pan for Pi Day 

By Megan Ketterer 
 

Pi or pie? With March 14 being celebrated around the nation as Pi Day, these 
homophones can be confusing, especially when baking pies is a popular way to celebrate 
the famous mathematical constant.  
 
A Texas Tech University alumnus decided to combine these words and create something 
for everyone to enjoy on Pi Day: a Pi Pie Pan, a pan in the shape of the pi symbol 
designed for baking pies.  
 
“It’s a fun way for people to show off being a little geeky while enjoying to cook,” said 
Garrett Heath, creator of the pan. “There’s no better way to make a pie on Pi Day than to 
have a pi-shaped pan.” 
 
Heath graduated in 2004 with a bachelor’s degree in industrial engineering and then 
again in 2005 with a master’s degree in industrial engineering. Five years after 
graduating, he said he had the idea of the pi pan, and after conducting a little research, 
realized a pan like that didn’t exist.  
 
He found that there were many pi plates, which used aluminum foil or circular pie pans 
with 3.14 printed etched on, but there was nothing in the shape of the pi symbol.  
 
“I dusted off some of my Texas Tech Autocad inventor skills and made some quick 
sketches of my ideas, showed some friends and then refined them over time,” Heath said.  
 
While working on the Pi Pie Pan, Heath worked at his own start-up company and then 
changed jobs to work in San Antonio at Rackspace, where he currently works as a 
content marketer. Heath also maintains a food blog called www.saflavor.com. 
  
In the beginning of the creation process, Heath explained his idea of the pi pan to two 
friends. They helped with design and manufacturing, while he focused on marketing the 
product.  
 
When deciding who would want to purchase the Pi Pie Pan, Heath and his business 
partners thought interest would come from a specific market.  
 
“We made a Venn diagram and we said there are geeks and then there are cooks, but 
there’s also an intersection of people who are both geeks and cooks,” he said. “That 
cross-section of people would really enjoy the pi pan.” 
 

http://www.saflavor.com/


After three years in the creative and manufacturing process, the Pi Pie Pan officially 
launched in the summer of 2013, so this is the first Pi Day to have an official pi pan to 
celebrate with.  
 
“I haven’t made a proper pie yet because I usually cook brownies or cornbread in it, but I 
am definitely going to use the Pi Pie Pan on March 14,” Heath said. “It would be an 
impossibility to not take advantage of the product.” 
 
To learn more about the product or to order a Pi Pie Pan, visit www.pipiepan.com.  
 
 
 
What is your favorite spot on Texas Tech campus? 
There’s a strip that starts from the main entrance on Broadway that goes toward Doak 
Hall where there are the Glenna Goodacre statues. To me, it’s one of the prettiest spots to 
walk by. It feels old school. 
 
What is your favorite Texas Tech Tradition? 
While I was in school, I was in the Goin’ Band from Raiderland. I love when the Goin’ 
Band comes out of the tunnel and the drum majors go down the field as the band is 
marching toward the field.  
 
What do you love most about being a Red Raider? 
I attended when things were really starting to change on campus. It was cool to be on 
campus while all of the changes were occurring. Now, I love the network and community 
of people. It’s nice whenever you bump into someone who went to Texas Tech.  
 
What is one word you would use to describe yourself? 
Adventurous. 
 
What is your favorite Texas Tech memorabilia? 
When I was younger, my family would go to football games a lot because we lived in 
Lubbock. My brother and I were each given $5 and I would always buy a program, 
because it would always have one of cartoonist Dirk West’s drawings in it. It always had 
Raider Red with whoever we were playing. I still have a stack of the programs.  
 
What advice would you give to current Texas Tech students? 
The best part about college is that you’re learning on your own and learning how to apply 
it. Stay active on campus and be involved. Get out of your major and do all sorts of 
different things.  
 
 
 

http://www.pipiepan.com/
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Texas Tech Celebrates Women in Texas Music  
By Lauren Kozlovsky 

   
Texas Tech University’s Crossroads of Music Archive is celebrating Women’s History 
Month with an inaugural exhibit on Women in Texas Music throughout March.  
 
This year’s exhibit is located in Texas Tech’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections 
Library (SWC/SCL). It features photos, records and news articles of women musicians 
featuring a variety of musical styles such as Mary Jane Johnson, Susan Grisanti, The 
Heartbeats, Terri Sue Newman, Genie Jones and The Ranch Girls.  
 
Crossroads Music Archive is housed in the SWC/SCL. The university archives serves as the 
institutional memory for Texas Tech by collecting, preserving and making accessible to 
researchers such historical materials as faculty records, publications, photographs video and 
audio materials. 
 
“A focus on women in music is a part of the Crossroads of Music Archive mission,” said 
Curtis Peoples, associate archivist for the Crossroads Music Archive. “We will begin setting 
up interviews with women in the music industry from around West Texas and the state in 
order to preserve an important part of the state’s cultural legacy.” 
 
Peoples worked with Lyn Stoll, exhibit designer and fabricator for the Crossroads Music 
Archive, to curate the exhibit. He helped her find pictures and developed captions for the 
various pieces at the Women in Texas Music exhibit.  
 

“Stoll and I came to realize we needed to collect more materials such as photos and articles 
from women musicians and artists,” Peoples said. “We want to recognize achievements and 
help promote women’s contributions to the music industry.” 
 
The Crossroads Music Archive plans to produce a bigger exhibit next year and hopes to 
include a musical performance.  
 

The Crossroads of Music Archive is looking for donations relating to music in the West 
Texas area such as music recordings, posters, photographs and oral histories. Contact the 
Crossroads of Music Archive for more information about donations at (806) 834-5777 or 
curtis.peoples@ttu.edu. 

mailto:curtis.peoples@ttu.edu
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 Texas Tech Researchers Create Better Beef System for New Zealand 

Tastier product is the result of thousands of taste tests across the U.S. and the islands. 
By Leslie Cranford 

 
The success of Texas Tech University’s research in meat science and quality is no secret 
to West Texas or even the state. Now the value of that research is being tasted around the 
world.  
 
New Zealand’s beef industry recently has been overhauled by research completed 
through the Department of Animal and Food Science in the College of Agricultural 
Sciences and Natural Resources. 
 
“The story actually started in 2005,” said Mark Miller, professor and San Antonio Stock 
Show and Rodeo Distinguished Chair in Meat Science. 
 
Miller said on a February morning that year, Australian beef industry executive Rod 
Polkinghorne literally showed up on the doorstep of the old Animal Science Building.  
 
“He had been to various other American universities, looking for a research partner, and 
hadn’t found what he wanted,” Miller said. “He read about some of the work we’d done 
here at Texas Tech, and he just showed up.”  
 
The team assembled by Miller and Polkinghorne has since accomplished nearly 10 years 
of beef quality research in the Australian beef industry. 
  
“Fast forward to 2012, when Silver Fern Farms, the largest beef company in New 
Zealand approached Rod about doing a big beef quality project for them, mapping out 
what, if anything they had in their current system that would be acceptable to eat, 
marketing toward a grass-fed product and consumers who preferred grass-fed,” Miller 
said.  
 
 “They came over and interviewed and visited with me and decided this is where they 
wanted to work,” Miller said. “We put a contract together, they gave a gift of $2 million, 
and we did a tremendous amount of consumer research on their beef.” 
  
 
Be careful what you wish for 



Miller’s modest comment “we did a tremendous amount of consumer research on their 
beef,” is quite the understatement, according to Travis O’Quinn, senior research associate 
in the department, and stateside coordinator of the project. 
 
“This project was the largest project of its kind ever conducted,” O’Quinn said. “We fed 
more than 10,000 consumers in the U.S. across 13 different cities. We had very specific 
numbers we had to meet per session. For example, every night we sampled, we had to 
have exactly 60 people (three groups of 20) for us to be able to feed. The people we feed 
are no different than you and I, and all have very busy lives. So from time to time we 
would have a group show up and be a few people short. We would all have to get on the 
phone and call wives, friends, and family to try and get the needed numbers.” 
 
Also, O’Quinn said rounding up more than 9,000 people in Lubbock was a challenge. 
The team was fortunate to have countless groups from the community, including various 
churches, sports teams and booster clubs come forward to provide the tasters.  
 
“The biggest challenge was probably lining up the consumer groups from the other 
cities,” he said. “It is one thing to convince people in Lubbock to come out and eat, but it 
is entirely something different to explain to someone 1,000 miles away what you need.” 
 
 But when everything was done and the last consumer was fed, O’Quinn said they were 
able to take the data and create a grading system that will help the Silver Fern Farms 
accurately predict the eating satisfaction of each piece of meat they sell.  
 
He added that one of the biggest rewards was accomplishing something of this size and 
magnitude that had never been attempted before.  
 
“We fed more people in a shorter time than anyone ever could have thought possible. To 
be able to say you helped make that happen is not something many people get the 
opportunity to do.”  
 
Hands-on research education 
Like the number of consumers it took to accomplish the study, the research also required 
the help of an unusually large number of students. 
 
“We had a wide range of students on this project from graduate students to members of 
our meat judging teams,” O’Quinn said. “They were involved with every aspect, from 
cutting the steak samples to entering all of the piles of data. Many of them were 
employed by our department specifically for this project, but many others volunteered 
their time.” 
 
The students had the opportunity to work with and help communicate to consumers about 
meat. O’Quinn said often the students had long conversations with consumers before and 
after the panels, working to debunk many of the myths that surround meat.  
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“We had countless consumers ask about hormones, antibiotics, grass-fed, and these 
students worked to help educate them on what was fact and what was just plain fiction,” 
he said. 
 
Mallory Jones, a senior meat science/business option major from Anson, said it was a 
privilege to share her knowledge of the meat industry and passion for agriculture with the 
people she encountered while working on the project. 
 
“Being a student assistant with the Silver Fern Project has been wonderful,” she said. “It 
allowed me to travel across the country, as well as meet influential people that I might 
not have met on my own. Also, it gave me even more skills that I will carry with me to 
my future career.”  
 
The students also learned about conducting research. Many of them hope to pursue 
graduate degrees at various institutions, and the hands-on research experience they gained 
through this process cannot be replaced, O’Quinn added.   
 
Taelar Childers, a junior animal science production major from Crandall, helped cook for 
the consumer panels for each of the four different cooking methods. 
 
“I helped sort the meat once we received it, set up for consumer panels, worked in the 
room during panels, shopped for the supplies and helped pack for the trips to various 
cities,” Childers said. “I think a few of the things I got out of this project would be that I 
learned how to problem-solve and figure things out last-minute, because on numerous 
occasions we would have groups cancel on us at the last minute, and because the meat 
had already been started cooking, we had to come up with the people to feed. 
 
“Also, I learned to pay extreme attention to detail, as each sample has a unique letter and 
number combination that is important to its identity, so that the data can be properly 
analyzed later. Each sample number also corresponds to a plate, a ballot and a consumer, 
so you had to pay close attention to make sure every sample got to the proper place.” 
 
Childers said when Miller first told them about the project, he said it would take one man 
working 40 hours a week three and a half years to enter all of the data they would need to 
enter for this project.  
 
“At the time it was a pretty overwhelming number,” Childers said. “Being a year and a 
half down the road now, it’s nice to be able to say we helped complete a project of that 
caliber. As the project advanced, we were able to help with each step. It was pretty neat 
to be able to learn about and help with a project of that size.” 
  
O’Quinn said they never had any problem getting students to help with the project.  
 
“It really goes back to the selfless attitude that is promoted in this program,” he said. 
“Many of these students volunteered countless hours just because they knew we needed 
the help. There was nothing in it for them; they just wanted to be of help. But the bottom 



line is we could never have accomplished any of this without the time and effort these 
students put forth.” 
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