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Texas Tech Teaching Academy Welcomes New Members 
 
Ten new members of the Texas Tech University Teaching Academy will be inducted at 
3:30 p.m. Thursday (Oct. 3) for their outstanding performance in teaching and research.  
 
Chance Brooks, associate professor of meat science, said being inducted is humbling, and 
he has an increased appreciation for well-rounded faculty members.  
 
“Teaching, service and research are integrally related,” Brooks said.  
 
Inductees must be nominated by a member of the Teaching Academy and then seconded 
by another, in addition to being reviewed and selected by the Teaching Academy 
membership committee. The academy was established to recognize excellence in 
teaching and to promote the university’s teaching mission.  
 
Assistant Professor of Nutrition, Hospitality and Retailing Jamie Cooper said she places a 
high value on teaching and being inducted is affirmation of that value. 
 
“I like being able to watch students get excited about the field they’re in,” Cooper said. 
“When you see that light bulb go off when they really get something and understand 
something – I find that very rewarding.”  
 
Once members are inducted there are a variety of services and activities to advance their 
teaching techniques.  
 
Stephen B. Bayne, associate professor of electrical and computer engineering said the 
academy sends a great message to younger faculty and it’s a great thing to strive for. 
 
“Now that I’m in the academy, I think one of my roles is to mentor,” Bayne said. “I think 
that is one thing I could try to do, is to mentor young faculty as they start working for the 
university, and talk to current faculty members about teaching and get the word out about 
the academy.”  
 
Inductees for the 2013-2014 class include:  

• Stephen B. Bayne, Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering  
• Chance Brooks, Department of Animal and Food Sciences 
• Claudia Cogliser, Area of Management  
• Nathan Collie, Department of Biological Sciences 
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• Jamie Cooper, Department of Nutrition, Hospitality and Retailing 
• Jennifer A. Farris, Department of Industrial Engineering 
• Janet Froeschle, Department of Education EPL 
• David Harrison, Area of Finance 
• Jeff Wherry, Department of Human Development and Family Studies  
• Mitzi Lauderdale, Department of Personal Financial Planning  

 
The Teaching Academy  was formally inaugurated in 1997 to demonstrate, support, 
promote and recognize teaching excellence at Texas Tech.  
 
For more information go to www.academy.ttu.edu.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

 
CONTACT: Jennifer Bard, chair, Teaching Academy, (806) 742-3990 ext. 349 or 
jennifer.bard@ttu.edu 
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Mexico City Woodwind Quintet to Perform at Texas Tech 

The Mexico City Woodwind Quintet is performing a recital of Latin-American dances at 
8 p.m. Oct. 4 in Hemmle Recital Hall at Texas Tech University. The recital is free and 
open to the public. 

The Mexico City Woodwind Quintet is regarded as one of the most important chamber 
performances in Mexico. It gained acclaim through participation in music festivals such 
as the International Cervantino Festival, the International New Music Forum and the 
Franco Donatoni International Contemporary Music Festival. They also performed in 
concerts sponsored by the Mexican Fine Arts Institute, the National Arts Council and the 
National University. 

The group previously presented world premieres of works commissioned by the group 
and performed Mexican premieres of contemporary quintet literature by international 
composers.  

The members of the Mexico City Woodwind Quintet are Asako Arai (flute), Joseph 
Shalita (oboe), Fernando Domínguez (clarinet), Wendy Holdaway (bassoon) and Paul 
Miller (horn).  

In addition to performing as a group, the musicians maintain an active schedule as 
soloists, recitalists and orchestral musicians in two major orchestras: the National 
Symphony Orchestra and the Mexico State Symphony Orchestra. They each are on the 
faculty of four conservatories.   

The Mexico City Woodwind Quintet will present an open lecture on Mexican music in 
the 20th century at 5 p.m. Oct. 3 in Hemmle Recital Hall. The lecture will include a 
performance by the quintet and interaction with the audience. The lecture will set the 
stage for the recital of Mexican and Latin American music Friday evening.  

   Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 

CONTACT: James Hodgins, publicity and communications coordinator, School of 
Music, College of Visual & Performing Arts, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-4829, 
or james.hodgins@ttu.edu. 
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Pop-culture Expert: Tom Clancy Perfected the Political Thriller 
Best selling author dead at age 66. 

 
Pitch

 
Tom Clancy, the author whose tales of suspense and political intrigue often translated to 
box office gold in movies such as “The Hunt for Red October” and “Clear and Present 
Danger,” has died at the age of 66 in Baltimore, Md. Texas Tech’s pop culture expert 
says Clancy perfected the political thriller.  
 
Expert
 
Rob Weiner, associate librarian and pop culture expert, Texas Tech University Library, 
(806) 834-5126 office, (806) 780-8775 mobile, or rob.weiner@ttu.edu. 
 
Quotes

 

• “Clancy is one of the most popular authors of his time. He is often placed in the 
same category as James Patterson and John Grisham in terms of popularity.” 

• “Movies based on his novels were not always blockbusters, but they were 
popular.” 

• “Clancy perfected the political or military thriller, many of which dealt with 
1980s cold war themes.” 

• “Clancy walked that fine line between fact and fiction. There was always a degree 
of plausibility to his books, as though the situation actually could happen.”  

• “The government often pays close attention to where writers get their 
information; such was the case with Clancy and others, including Alfred 
Hitchcock, H.G. Wells and Ian Fleming.” 

mailto:rob.weiner@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Fundraising Team Named No. 5 in America 
 
Texas Tech University has been ranked number five of the “Top 25 University 
Fundraising Teams for 2013” by Michael Chatman, founder of Philanthropy Speakers 
Agency. 
 
Universities were selected based on overall satisfaction from donors and fundraising 
professionals who work for the university. 
 
“This has been a historic year for fundraising at Texas Tech,” said Chancellor Kent 
Hance. “We are pleased that our team effort is being honored through this recognition. 
Thanks to the collaborative efforts of our fundraising team, administration and generous 
donors and alumni, we were able to achieve our most ambitious fundraising goal to date.” 
 
The Texas Tech fundraising team is ranked behind only Stanford, Carnegie Mellon, 
Brigham Young and Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Other ranked fundraising 
teams include the University of Texas at Austin (seven), Rice University (13) and Texas 
A&M University (18). 
 
The Texas Tech University System recently concluded its capital campaign, Vision & 
Tradition: The Campaign for Texas Tech, which surpassed its original goal of $1 billion 
nearly a year ahead of schedule and generated a total of $1.069 billion. 
 
“Our fundraising team is a success because all of our efforts are driven by passion for 
Texas Tech,” said Scott Cooksey, interim vice chancellor for institutional advancement. 
“Each gift to our universities represents an investment in a cause the donor truly cares 
about, and it is exciting to see the impact of these gifts as our institution grows. This 
recognition is a tribute to the hard work of our team and generosity of our supporters.” 
 
The rankings are based on national surveys from Chatman’s various speaking 
engagements, social media polls and radio interviews.  He also conducted focus groups 
with the help of a team of volunteers in philanthropy, social innovation and donor 
research. 
 
According to Chatman, the universities listed provide their fundraising teams with 
support, training and a healthy work environment. 
 



Michael Chatman is the host of #WHYiGIVE, a weekly twitter giving movement, as well 
as radio host of the Michael Chatman Giving Show. Voted America’s Maverick 
Philanthropist and known as the voice of next generation philanthropy and social 
innovation, Chatman currently heads The Association of Maverick Philanthropists, the 
nation’s largest network of mission-related philanthropists giving up to $50,000 annually. 
Visit www.michaelchatman.com for more information. 
 
About the Texas Tech University System 
The Texas Tech University System is one of the top public university systems in the state 
of Texas, consisting of four component institutions and operating at 12 academic sites 
and centers.  Headquartered in Lubbock, Texas, the TTU System has an annual operating 
budget of $1.7 billion and approximately 17,000 employees focused on advancing higher 
education, health care, research and outreach.  
 
In 2012, total research expenditures approached $200 million and total enrollment 
exceeded 43,700 students for the first time in the TTU System’s history. Whether it’s 
contributing billions of dollars annually in economic impact or being the only system in 
Texas to house an academic institution, law school, and medical school at the same 
location, the TTU System continues to prove that everything is possible. 
 
CONTACT: Randy Sanders, associate vice chancellor, Office of Communications & 
Marketing, Texas Tech University System, (806) 742-0057, randy.sanders@ttu.edu.  
 
 

http://www.michaelchatman.com/
mailto:randy.sanders@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech is Changing the Face of Teacher Preparation with TechTeach 
World Teacher Day is October 5. 

 
In the big picture of preparing for a lifelong career, six weeks or a semester of on-the-job 
training doesn’t sound like much. And for most K-12 teachers, the brief period of student 
teaching might not be enough preparation to be able to walk into their first classroom as an 
effective educator. 
 
An innovative teacher preparation program in Texas Tech University’s College of 
Education aims to change that equation by giving teachers an entire year in the classroom 
before they even graduate from college.  
 
Effective transformation from student to teacher 
Launched in the fall of 2011, TechTeach focuses on four key features that assure teachers 
will be effective in the classrooms and promise higher testing scores from their pupils, said 
Doug Hamman, associate professor of Curriculum & Instruction and director of teacher 
education. 
 
The four keys to the TechTeach system: 
 

• Clinically intensive:  Education majors begin the program in their junior year, 
which gives them four full semesters in a classroom and closer collaboration with 
their mentor teacher. During that time, the coursework focuses on instructional 
skills as well.  

• Competency based: Creators have identified a set of instructional behaviors that are 
associated with greater student achievement gains. Those instructional 
competencies become the focus of coursework and how the teacher candidates are 
evaluated. Teacher candidates are evaluated through a video capture system called 
Teachscape. 

• Achievement of the students in the classroom: a) during student teaching, their 
promise to the district is that the achievement gains of the students in the classroom 
where our teachers are will show more significantly than if the teacher had been in 
the classroom alone; b) when the student teacher is hired by the district, after two 
years of teaching, they will show value-added scores above the district average. 

mailto:leslie.cranford@ttu.edu


• Professionalism: From the moment they start the coursework as a college junior 
they are taught to conduct themselves professionally in their interactions with 
peers, senior teachers, administrators and students. 

 
Growing the program locally  
Hamman said in May 2014 the first cohort of TechTeach candidates will complete the 
program, then the college will begin assessing data from the classrooms. TechTeach 
students currently are in Lubbock Independent School District (ISD), Cooper ISD and 
Roosevelt ISD schools.  
 
Kristi Holly of Monahans is a senior who is student teaching at Bayless Elementary in the 
Lubbock Independent School District. 
 
“I have felt so welcome by my school this semester,” Holly said. “All of the staff treats us 
like we are regular, full-time employees and it is such a nice feeling to know they view us 
as teachers. We have been able to participate in every aspect of teaching, including 
professional development, ARD [admission, review and dismissal] meetings, staff 
meetings, bus duty and many other ‘jobs.’ I am entering the teaching field with unlimited 
resources and ideas, as well as confidence in my teaching ability.”   
 
Lisa Davis, the principal at Bayless, says TechTeach candidates are a wonderful addition 
to the Bayless family. 
 
“Having them on campus for a longer period of time allows them the opportunity to truly 
get to know the children, our staff members, parents, and our way of doing things,” Davis 
said. “It also allows them the opportunity to see how teachers both start and end a school 
year.  These type of experiences help prepare them for the rigor of setting up a classroom, 
writing lesson plans, teaching and working with struggling students.”   
 
Davis also said the opportunity provided through TechTeach to videotape their lessons, 
reflect upon them, and receive feedback from Texas Tech faculty, helps the soon-to-be 
teachers to improve their practice on a regular basis.  
 
“As a campus administrator, when hiring a new teacher, I would take all of this into 
consideration and the TechTeach candidate would move ahead of any other candidates 
from a traditional program,” she said. “It is a fantastic opportunity that will benefit not 
only Lubbock ISD, but other districts across the state. And the bottom line is that it will 
help Texas children.” 
 
The TechTeach program, introduced by the college’s dean, Scott Ridley, is modeled after 
iTeach, Arizona State University’s teacher prep program also designed by Ridley. 
 
“The current system of teacher preparation produces much variability in the teachers who 
end up in the classrooms,” Hamman said. “This system ensures effective skills. Also, there 
is a policy change coming, in which teacher prep programs will be held accountable for 
how well their graduates do in the classrooms. We want to be ahead of the curve on that.” 
 
 



      

 
Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

 
 
Spreading the system statewide 
TechTeach is branching out to select metropolitan areas of the state in spring of 2014. 
While the original program is a 2+2 (two years of community college or undergraduate 
work and two years of TechTeach) and places students in K-12 classrooms, the version 
being implemented in Dallas, Fort Worth and San Antonio is a distance-delivery 2+1 
process. The students have two years at a community college and one full calendar year 
through Texas Tech’s program. In that time they complete their bachelor’s degree.  
 
“The entire 54 hours are online so that the students can be in the classrooms student 
teaching instead of using up their time for coursework in a typical college classroom,” 
Hamman said. 
 
The program also feeds an employment pipeline for the participating districts.  
 
“A teaching candidate starts in a district, teaches in a district, and when it comes hiring 
time, the districts are going to look for people who know their schools well, evidence of 
competence, and who know the culture of the schools,” Hamman said. “The TechTeach 
candidates have already been in those schools a full year.” 
 
Don’t miss the bus! 
The TechTeach program is not exclusively for education majors, said Lauren Brownell, 
director of marketing for the College of Education. Students from many other majors can 
find a supplemental home in the college to get teacher certification. 
 
“We are making a determined effort to reach out to math and science majors, engineering 
majors, agriculture majors to let them know they can minor in our college and get their 
teaching certificate,” Brownell said. 
 
To that end, the college has sponsored two campus buses, wrapped with a depiction of a 
Superman-style double T shirt, and the phrase “Become more – join an elite force of future 
educators.”  
 
“The bus is one of the most visible aspects of that effort to recruit other majors to come to 
us and not just the ones who come here to major in, say, elementary education,” Brownell 
said.  
 
Brownell said the college is stepping up its social media presence as well, and anyone can 
follow them on Facebook and Instagram. In fact, Brownell has a “Spot the Bus” contest 
running through Nov. 1. 
 
“Simply spot the buses around campus, take a photo, upload it to the Facebook or 
Instagram with the hashtag #techteach, and be eligible for one of six prize packs from the 
college,” she said. 
 



But Brownell is quick to say that the real prize is the many young people who become 
certified as teachers and believe they can make a difference in the lives of the students they 
will eventually instruct.  
 
“These future educators truly believe they can have an influence, and our program prepares 
them to maximize that impact,” Brownell said. 
 
The college’s goal is to have the measurably best teachers in the state because of the 
TechTeach program, and for the plan to become a national model of teacher education.  
 

 Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 
 CONTACT: Doug Hamman, director of teacher education, College of Education, 
 (806) 834-4113 or doug.hamman@ttu.edu; or Lauren Brownell, communications director, 
 (806) 834-5188 or lauren.brownell@ttu.edu. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:doug.hamman@ttu.edu
mailto:lauren.brownell@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Researcher: Certain Type of Fat Could Help Humans Lose Weight 

A diet high in a certain type of fat may actually increase metabolism, according to recent 
research by Texas Tech University nutrition scientists. 

After studying genetically modified mice, the discovery could lead to supplements and a 
diet regime that will increase metabolism and decrease muscle fatigue in humans. 

The research was published in the peer reviewed journal, The Journal of Lipid Research. 

Chad Paton, an assistant professor of nutritional biochemistry in the Department of 
Nutrition, Hospitality and Retailing, said he and colleagues were curious why skeletal 
muscles of obese people contained a certain type of enzyme that breaks down saturated 
fats.  

To test what that enzyme did, Paton’s lab and colleagues from the University of 
Wisconsin – Madison genetically modified mice so that their muscles would constantly 
produce the enzyme. 

“We used a transgenic mouse model, and we took the gene that makes the enzyme that’s 
not normally expressed and took away it’s regulation to make it active all the time,” 
Paton said. “What we found in those animals is they had a hypermetabolic rate compared 
to the wild mice, increased energy consumption and greatly increased these animals’ 
exercise capacity.” 

The enzyme, called SCD1, converts saturated fat into monounsaturated fat, which is 
easier to metabolize. The liver will produce this enzyme depending on the fat content of 
the food consumed, he said. Fatty adipose tissue produces it all the time as a way of 
regulating itself. 

Only in heavily exercised muscle tissue or in the case of obesity does skeletal muscle 
produce the enzyme, he said. 

After looking at skeletal muscles of the genetically modified mice compared to that of the 
wild mice, Paton and his team discovered higher levels of polyunsaturated fats, 
particularly linoleic acid, gotten only through diet. 



Higher levels of linoleic acid could only mean one thing – the modified mice were eating 
more food. But Paton’s team found that the modified mice weighed less than the wild 
mice. 

On top of that, their ability to exercise increased.  

“We found in the genetically modified animals that they had a hypermetabolic rate,” he 
said. “They were increasing their energy consumption, and they experienced greatly 
increased exercise capacity. For example, on the exercise wheels, normal mice fatigue 
after 7 to 10 minutes. These genetically modified animals wouldn’t fatigue for about 70 
minutes. So they were running a lot longer. Sedentary mice looked more like exercise-
trained mice. That really made us look in a lot more detail what was happening in the 
skeletal muscle.” 

By looking at the muscle tissues, Paton and his team members discovered a trend.  

More of the SCD1 enzyme and a greater appetite by the mice meant more linoleic acid in 
the tissues. The linoleic acid switched on part of the muscle cell’s DNA that encouraged 
the cells to make more mitochondria and to turn on a protein that encouraged the cell to 
burn off excess energy from the extra food as heat – a process called uncoupling. 

Humans store unused energy as fat, Paton said. And while that helped our ancestors 
survive, it can lead to obesity for some people in today’s world of plentiful food. 
 
While genetically modifying humans isn’t an option, Paton said this experiment could 
hold useful information for supplementing human diets to achieve the same results.  
 
“That’s where we have taken our research from this,” he said. “You can’t change the 
human genome, but that gives us insight if you could activate the same part of the DNA 
in human in skeletal muscles that burn off excess energy as heat instead of storing it. 
Perhaps it’s a supplement people could take that will turn on the cells’ metabolic 
machinery burn off energy and increase mitochondria.” 
 
CONTACT: Chad Paton, assistant professor of nutritional biochemistry, College of 
Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3608 or chad.m.paton@ttu.edu. 
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TechAlert! Test Scheduled 
 

Texas Tech University will test its TechAlert! Emergency Communications System at 
10:50 a.m. Oct. 15. 
 
All faculty, staff and students should update cell phone, home phone or text message 
information at emergency.ttu.edu. The system is used to alert the university community 
of emergency situations or class cancellations or delays. 
 
“The safety of our university community is our top priority,” said Ronald Phillips, 
university counsel and emergency management coordinator. “We test the TechAlert! 
system at least twice a year if it is not otherwise activated, so it is vital that we have 
current phone, text message and email contacts for all faculty, staff and students so our 
emergency communications system can get the latest information out as fast as possible.”  
 
In addition to the TechAlert! system, the university will use a variety of communication 
tools in the event of an emergency.  
 
These tools include: 
 
• Emergency.ttu.edu is the online Emergency Communications Center. It will be 

used to inform the Texas Tech community about what to do in advance of, during 
and after an emergency. 

• The university’s home page, Texas Tech Today, and social media accounts 
on Facebook and Twitter. 

• Informing local media to deliver emergency information 
• Outdoor siren notification system 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

 
CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications & 
Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136, or chris.cook@ttu.edu. 
 
 

mailto:allison.matherly@ttu.edu
http://emergency.ttu.edu/
http://www.ttu.edu/
http://today.ttu.edu/
http://facebook.ttu.edu/
http://www.twitter.com/texastech
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:chris.cook@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Experts Available for Halloween Stories 
               
Halloween is around the corner, and Texas Tech University has a variety of faculty 
members who can add expertise to your stories.  
 
So, whether you’re searching for comments about vampires and zombies, and why they 
continue to successfully infiltrate the entertainment industry, or you want to know how 
much Americans plan to spend during this Halloween, we have you covered. 
 
Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) 
Tina Fuentes, director of the School of Art, (806) 742-3826 ext. 
238, tina.fuentes@ttu.edu. 
• Fuentes can speak to the history of the Mexican celebration: the ofrendas (alters) 

and the ceremonies on the last day. She has experienced many of the ceremonies in 
Mexico. 

 
Jane Bell, senior director, International Cultural Center, (806) 742-
3667, jane.bell@ttu.edu. 
• Bell can speak to the modern-day beliefs of Dia de los Muertos, especially 

decorations and objects associated with the celebrations. She also helps organize 
the Lubbock Dia de los Muertos procession each year. 

 
Ghosts 
Genaro J. Perez, professor of Hispanic literature, (806) 742-3145 ext. 
281, genaro.perez@ttu.edu. 
• Perez can speak to ghosts, legends and the devil in Mexican literature. 

 
Law 
Vickie Sutton, Horn Professor of Law and director of the Center for Biodefense, Texas 
Tech School of Law, (806) 742-3990 ext. 264, vickie.sutton@ttu.edu. 
• In her new book, “Reel Bio-horror: The Things that Keep Us Up at Night,” Sutton 

analyzes 47 films from the subgenre, discusses the psychology, law and science of 
the bio-horror bio-thriller. The book will be released around Oct. 31.  
 

mailto:leslie.cranford@ttu.edu
mailto:tina.fuentes@ttu.edu
mailto:jane.bell@ttu.edu
mailto:genaro.perez@ttu.edu
mailto:vickie.sutton@ttu.edu
http://www.reelbiohorror.com/


• In her 2012 book, “Halloween Law: A Spirited Look at the Law School 
Curriculum,” Sutton exhumes cases that illustrate the subjects – many of which 
revolve around Halloween -- first-year law students are expected to master. The 
book took honorable mention in the non-fiction category of the Halloween Book 
Festival in Hollywood, Calif. last year. 

 
Shopping Frenzy 
Debbie Laverie, Jerry S. Rawls and Piper Professor in marketing, (806) 834-
3953, debbie.laverie@ttu.edu. 
• Laverie can speak to the economic outlook for retailers and how much consumers 

will spend this Halloween. 
 
Shannon Rinaldo, assistant professor of marketing, (806) 834-
1825, shannon.rinaldo@ttu.edu. 
 
Vampires 
Erin Collopy, associate chair of classical and modern languages, (806) 742-
3286, erin.collopy@ttu.edu. 
• Collopy can speak to the sexy vampires of today’s movies, and how they are very 

different from the monsters of eastern European folklore. She also has studied 
vampires’ origins and how their image has changed in pop culture. 

 
Zombies and Horror Movies 
Rob Weiner, pop-culture guru and subject librarian for Texas Tech University Libraries, 
(806) 742-2238 ext. 282, rob.weiner@ttu.edu. 
• Weiner can speak to horror in movies, literature and comics. He also can talk about 

the new class he is teaching: “Zombie Culture: The Zombie in History, Film, 
Literature, Sequential Art and the Popular Imagination.” 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

http://today.ttu.edu/2012/10/law-professor-opens-a-crypt-full-of-halloween-legal-cases/
http://today.ttu.edu/2012/10/law-professor-opens-a-crypt-full-of-halloween-legal-cases/
mailto:Debbie.laverie@ttu.edu
mailto:shannon.rinaldo@ttu.edu
mailto:erin.collopy@ttu.edu
mailto:rob.weiner@ttu.edu
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Texas Tech Publication listed as “Best of the Best” 
“A Perfect Fit: The Garment Industry and American Jewry” made the The Association of 

American University Presses top 13 list.  
   
A Texas Tech University Press (TTUP) publication was among the 13 titles announced at 
this year’s American Library Association conference as being the “Best of the Best.” 
 
A list of publications was announced at this year’s American Library Association 
conference as being the “Best of the Best”.  Among those 13 titles was a Texas Tech 
University publication.  
 
The Association of American University Presses (AAUP) along with the Association of 
School Librarians presented “A Perfect Fit: The Garment Industry and American Jewry 
(1860-1960)”, edited by Gabriel M. Goldstein and Elizabeth E. Greenberg, as a selection.  
A panel of public and secondary school librarians reviewed and evaluated almost 400 titles 
published by members of the AAUP to create the list.  
 
“Having a book named a ‘Best of the Best’ represents the culmination of many years of 
hard work and determination by our editors and staff,” said Robert Mandel, director of 
Texas Tech University Press. “This honor also demonstrates that TTU Press can now 
compete toe-to-toe with the best and most prestigious university publishers in the 
country.” 
 

“Best of the Best” highlights a variety of titles from universities across the nation. “A 
Perfect Fit” speaks about the “rag trade” era, a time when Jewish immigrants took over the 
American fashion world. 
 
The AAUP comprises of more than 130 non-profit scholarly publishers dedicated to 
scholarship and creativity. This is the second year in a row a TTUP title has made the list.  
 
For more information about TTUP visit their website at www.ttupress.org.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

 
 CONTACT: Robert Mandel, director, Texas Tech University Press, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-5865, or robert.mandel@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.ttupress.org/
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Texas Tech CERN Physicists Celebrate Announcement of Nobel Prize in Physics 

 
The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences today jointly awarded the Nobel Prize in 
Physics to François Englert and Peter W. Higgs to recognize their work developing the 
theory of what is now known as the Higgs field, which gives elementary particles mass. 
 
U.S. scientists, including Texas Tech’s High Energy Physics Group, played a significant 
role in advancing the theory and in discovering the particle at The European Organization 
for Nuclear Research (CERN) that proves the existence of the Higgs boson, announced in 
March this year. 
 
Nural Akchurin, a professor of physics and a member of the physics group has served in 
leading roles in one of the two major experiments at CERN that is called the Compact 
Muon Solenoid (CMS). He and three other Texas Tech professors designed calorimeters, 
which are detectors that measure the energies of fundamental particles and serve as 
“catcher’s mitts” to grab evidence of the Higgs boson.  
 
“Today, I sincerely congratulate Professors Peter Higgs and François Englert on the 
award of the 2013 Nobel prize in physics for their pioneering work in identifying the 
electroweak-symmetry-breaking mechanism,” Akchurin said. “They both deserve it well. 
Many years and many careers were/are devoted to the investigation of the Higgs particle. 
I worked on one of the experiments that discovered the Higgs boson, which is the particle 
responsible for giving mass to an object. To me, personally, this award means that as a 
society we still care about science and value its place in our lives.” 
 
First imagined in the early ’60s and since dubbed the “God” particle, physicists believe 
the Higgs boson is responsible for giving mass to particles – basically nature’s smallest 
building blocks. They make a pencil a pencil or a rock a rock instead of loose energy 
floating around in space.  

In July 2012, researchers with the High Energy Physics Group said they and other 
scientists discovered forensic evidence – a shadow or an impression – of the elusive 
Higgs boson. 

To find Higgs and answer other physics questions, scientists accelerated opposing beams 
of protons to near the speed of light in the 17-mile, circular Large Hadron Collider 
(LHC), which lies underground near Geneva, Switzerland, and is considered one of the 

http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/physics/laureates/2013/englert-facts.html
http://today.ttu.edu/2012/07/texas-tech-researchers-announce-cern-discovery/
http://today.ttu.edu/2013/03/texas-tech-physicists-higgs-boson-likely-discovered/


great engineering milestones of mankind. As these protons were shot around the circular 
tunnel, the CMS caught what was created when these protons crashed into each other. 

Somewhere in the melee of these particles’ high-energy collisions, researchers discovered 
evidence of the Higgs boson that can be identified by the products of its decay. 

Higgs was the last particle of this theory left to be discovered, and its discovery has 
cemented the Standard Model. 

In a decade and a half, Akchurin, three other professors and more than 10 post-doctoral 
and doctoral students from Texas Tech have joined a phalanx of about 3,000 international 
scientists probing the bounds of mass and matter and answer some of the universe’s most 
mind-blowing riddles. 

“Some of us invested large portions of our scientific careers into this exploration,” 
Akchurin said. “I must admit the July 4 announcement last year was special for me in 
more ways than one.  Discoveries tend to be like a flash of light: They are exciting, but 
last a fleeting moment.  In this case, I think the excitement is still with us. There is more 
work to do, more questions to answer. The more we learn, the more questions appear.” 

Since 2009, the international group of scientists has hoped the $8 billion LHC and CMS 
would prove the existence of matter’s smallest building blocks as well as dark matter, the 
secrets of extra dimensions and how the universe began.  

Ideas included in this “new physics” brand of particle science can boggle the mind. Some 
theories suggest there are actually 11 dimensions instead of four. Another theory says we 
live in a multiverse instead of a universe. Proof of these theories may come as the 
experiments continue and more data is analyzed. 

Sung-Won Lee, an associate professor of physics at Texas Tech, was one of the scientists 
who watched the calorimeters and hoped to catch Higgs and other new particles. As data 
accumulated and different analyses were put together by different groups of scientists, he 
said a clearer picture of Higgs began to emerge. 

“The work done by LHC experiments would not be possible without the help of many 
physicists including Texas Tech researchers,” Lee said. “Personally, I am extremely 
proud and honored to be part of this great discovery that helped us to answer some of the 
most profound questions in our understanding of the structure of matter and the evolution 
of the early universe. I believe that, with Texas Tech’s extensive research experience, we 
can contribute to making more discoveries in the future.” 
 
Lee said that Texas Tech played an important role in each step of the data analysis that 
led to the discovery of the Higgs boson at LHC. He and other researchers made a 
significant contributions to the detector development/commissioning, software 
development, and high performance computing for analyzing the results.  
 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0370269312008581
http://today.ttu.edu/2010/12/researchers-continue-search-for-elusive-new-particles-at-cern/


      

 
Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

But the work isn’t done yet, Lee said. There may be more than one Higgs hiding among 
the collision wreckage. The theory of supersymmetry suggests there could be up to five 
different mass-giving particles. 

“There are too many physics processes in the context of the Standard Model that look 
like Higgs,” Lee said. “So, the searching for Higgs is one of the most sophisticated efforts 
in the LHC physics program. There are huge amounts of statistical data, understanding 
the other physics processes, and understanding our detector also. ” 

Nearly 2,000 physicists from U.S. institutions—including 89 U.S. universities and seven 
U.S. Department of Energy laboratories—participate in the ATLAS and CMS 
experiments, making up about 23 percent of the ATLAS collaboration and 33 percent of 
CMS at the time of the Higgs discovery. 
 
CONTACT: Nural Akchurin, professor, Department of Physics, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-3767 or nural.akchurin@ttu.edu; Sung-Won Lee, associate 
professor, Department of Physics, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3730 or 
sungwon.lee@ttu.edu 

mailto:nural.akchurin@ttu.edu
mailto:sungwon.lee@ttu.edu
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Annual Engaged Scholarship Conference a Success 
   
 
Texas Tech University hosted the 14th annual conference for the Engaged Scholarship 
Consortium, a collaborative effort by higher education member institutions to address 
community needs. 
 
A pre-conference was held Oct. 6 and 7 at the Overton Hotel, followed by the conference 
Oct. 8 and 9 at locations in the Student Union Building and the McKenzie-Merket Alumni 
Center. This is the first time Texas Tech has hosted the conference after joining the 
consortium three years ago. 
 
“It has given our own faculty and researchers a venue to talk about their various engaged 
scholarship projects,” said Birgit Green, director of engaged research and partnerships for 
Texas Tech and co-chair for the conference. “At the same time it gives individuals from 
Texas Tech the opportunities to network with others from across the country and exchange 
experiences.” 
 
The conference boasted more than 100 universities participating from across the world, 
including representatives from universities in Africa, Latin America, South America and a 
representative from the United Nations. More than 500 attendees went to more than 130 
presentations. 
 
Valerie Paton, co-chair for the conference and associate professor of higher education in 
the College of Education said the work represented at the conference is indicative of how 
higher education can and does impact communities across the world. She said engaged 
scholarship involves faculty and university personnel working directly with communities 
to address various needs. 
 
“Universities are being asked to use the very best of their resources to address the 
problems of the world,” Paton said. “They are being pressed—by their countries; by their 
communities—to bring the resources that exist in universities to the very forefront to the 
needs of society.” 
 
Conference speaker and attendee Alejandra Gudino, from the University of Missouri, said 
the conference was a unique opportunity to share the work they do with other members of 
higher education who might benefit from similar applications. Her work, which uses self-
reflection to address matters of bias and inclusion to help individuals achieve success, was 



highlighted during a pre-conference symposium on Race, Ethnicity and Community 
Engagement in Higher Education. 
 
In his closing remarks, Texas Tech President M. Duane Nellis pointed to the university’s 
involvement in engaged scholarship over the years. 
 
“I hope you have had an opportunity to tour our campus, visit with our people and come to 
understand Texas Tech’s engagement and partnerships across our community, region and 
the nation,” Nellis said. 
 
In fact, Texas Tech’s involvement in engaged scholarship was placed in the national 
spotlight in the aftermath of the tornadoes that devastated Oklahoma last spring. Texas 
Tech’s application of research findings on storm shelters is the result of more than 40 
years of engaged scholarship with Texas Tech researchers and West Texas communities. 
 
“Texas Tech’s research has set the benchmark for the world and saved hundreds of 
thousands of people,” Paton said of storm shelter research. “The work of Texas Tech 
researchers is now being recognized. They didn’t need that kind of recognition, they just 
kept working on it over the years because they were faithful to their vision and we wanted 
the world to see how powerful Texas Tech is in its research and its work with community 
members.” 
 
 
 
 

http://today.ttu.edu/2013/06/storm-shelter-expert-shares-concerns-with-congress/
http://today.ttu.edu/2013/06/storm-shelter-expert-shares-concerns-with-congress/
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College of Architecture Hosts Great Street Studio Design Charrette 
The event featuring Bruce Rodgers will take place Oct. 9-10. 

   
WHAT: College of Architecture hosts the Great Design Charrette 
 
WHEN: Oct. 9 -10 
 
WHERE: 5&J Gallery, 1106 5th St. 
 
EVENT: The Great Street Studio Design Charrette, featuring Bruce Rodgers of 

Tribe Inc., is an event that helps decide the future design for the 
Downtown Stage on Ave J. 

 
Oct. 9:  

• 10:30 a.m. - Community Brainstorming 
• Noon - Lunch (Please RSVP) 
• 1:30 p.m. - Design Charrette 

Oct. 10 
• 11:30 a.m. - Lunch (Please RSVP) 
• Noon - Design Team Report 
• 1:30 p.m. - END 

 
To RSVP contact David Driskill at david.driskill@ttu.edu  

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: David Driskill, AIA Chair for Urban Design, Urban Tech, College of 
Architecture Texas Tech University, (806) 543-7165, or david.driskill@ttu.edu. 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Pulitzer Prize Winner Opens Presidential Lecture & Performance Series 
   
Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Tony Kushner changed the scope of the modern and 
contemporary theater scene with his plays and conversations about education, politics and 
art. Now, he is coming to Texas Tech University to discuss his experiences as a 
playwright and activist, and kick off this year’s Presidential Lecture & Performance 
Series.  
 
“A Conversation with Tony Kushner” begins at 7 p.m. Oct. 25 in the Allen Theatre of the 
Texas Tech Student Union Building. The event will be facilitated by Mark Charney, 
chairman of the Department of Theater and Dance.  
 
Kushner writes about controversial subjects in contemporary history, including AIDS, 
Afghanistan, German fascism and Reaganomics, the rise of capitalism, as well as racism 
and the civil rights movement in the South.  
 
“Tony Kushner is, without a doubt, the most important American playwright actively 
writing today,” Charney said, “not only because of the ground he broke with his Pulitzer 
Prize winning two-part drama, ‘Angels in America,’ but also because of his talents as a 
screenwriter and a political activist.” 
 
Kushner’s play “Angels in America” won the Pulitzer Prize in 1993 as well as numerous 
Tony Awards. He is also an Academy Award-nominated screenwriter for Steven 
Spielberg’s “Lincoln” and is a 2012 National Medal of Arts Recipient.  
 
Charney plans to discuss Kushner’s philosophy on politics, education and society, and to 
learn how he applies his beliefs to the plays he creates.  
 
“In ‘Angels in America’ and ‘Homebody/Kabul,’ Mr. Kushner did the remarkable,” 
Charney said. “They have more breadth than most plays, and are rightfully called epics. I 
look forward to discussing the origin on these shows, what drives him, and how he has 
become one of the most important voices in our generation.”  
 
Kushner will be available for a book signing following the event.  
 
The College of Visual & Performing Arts will host Kushner as a visiting scholar, an 
appointment made possibly by the Maegene Nelson Visiting Scholar Program in cross-
Disciplinary Arts.  



 
General admission tickets for the discussion are $18 and are available through all Select-
A-Seat locations. Call (806) 770-2000 or visit www.selectaseatlubbok.com. Season 
tickets can be purchased for $75.  
 
Texas Tech students receive one free ticket with a valid student ID at the Student Union 
Building information booth located at the entrance to the Allen Theatre. 
 

   Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 

CONTACT: Jo Moore, administrator, Presidential Lecture & Performance Series, 
College of Visual & Performing Arts, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-0700, or 
jo.moore@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.selectaseatlubbok.com/
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Social Science Author Speaks at Texas Tech 
   
The Women’s Studies Program at Texas Tech University welcomes author Gayle Sulik to 
speak on two occasions to students, faculty, staff and the Lubbock community.  
 
Sulik’s public talk will be 6-8 p.m. Oct. 17 in Room 169 of the Human Sciences Building. 
An informal roundtable discussion will be held from 9:30-10:30 a.m. Oct. 17 in Room 250 
of the Academic Building at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center.   
 

“We are delighted to announce Dr. Sulik’s visit is due to our program receiving 
Sociologist for Women in Society distinguished lecture award,” said Tricia Earl, unit 
coordinator of the Women’s Studies Program. “She will speak about how she navigates 
through one of the most visible and commercialized social causes of our time, breast 
cancer awareness.” 
 
Sulik’s research is grounded in medical sociology and interdisciplinary community 
research. Her scholarship has focused on medical consumerism, technology, cancer 
survivorship, health policy, and specifically the culture and industry of breast cancer. 
 
After serving as an assistant professor for six years, Sulik shifted her focus toward public 
engagement to make sociology more accessible and relevant to those who may benefit 
from its theoretical approach and research methods. In 2008, she received a research 
fellowship from the National Endowment for the Humanities to complete her book, “Pink 
Ribbon Blues.” Today, Sulik writes the Pink Ribbon Blues blog, which has more than 
120,000 readers.  
 

Both events are free and open to the public. To RSVP for the morning roundtable 
discussion, email womens.studies@ttu.edu by Oct 15 as space is limited. 
 
The Women’s Studies Program is an interdisciplinary academic program that offers co-
curricular events throughout the semester, examines the culture and social construction of 
gender, explores the history of women, and studies the influences of gender on the lives of 
women and men. Its mission is to emphasize critical thinking across disciplines vital to 
success through this program. 
 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

mailto:lauren.kozlovsky@ttu.edu
mailto:womens.studies@ttu.edu
http://www.media.ttu.edu/


 
 CONTACT: Tricia Earl, unit coordinator and academic advisor, Women’s Studies 
Program, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-4335, or patricia.a.earl@ttu.edu. 
 

mailto:patricia.a.earl@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Graduate Student Receives Inaugural Memorial Scholarship 
 
Chancellor Kent Hance presented the first Robin J. Copeland Scholarship in Science and 
International Diplomacy this week to Texas Tech University doctoral student Eric 
Howell. 
 
The new scholarship is offered to students who wish to pursue a career in science and 
international political affairs, and honors the memory of Robin J. Copeland (1965-2011).  
 
Copeland had roots in West Texas and had a distinguished career in diplomacy, 
nonproliferation and scientific engagement. Fluent in seven languages, she worked with 
several entities during her career including the United States Department of Energy, 
Department of State, Civilian Research Development Foundation and US embassies 
worldwide, often under difficult and demanding conditions. Her roles required keen skills 
in political science, technical science and engineering. 
 
“Robin was an outstanding diplomat and an exceptional individual with a lot of energy,” 
said Ron Chesser, director of the Center for Environmental Radiation Studies. “She was a 
friend to Texas Tech and a good friend to a lot of us. She is dearly missed.” 
 
In memory of Copeland’s unique career roles, the scholarship is awarded to Texas Tech 
University undergraduate, graduate or law students who: 
 

• major in political science or international law with an emphasis in a supporting 
area of science or engineering, or 

• major in science or engineering with an emphasis in political science or 
international law, or 

• major in other combinations of study that demonstrate evidence for application to 
science and international diplomacy. 

 
“Texas Tech wants to recognize academic qualities that form the foundation for 
leadership,” Hance said. “This scholarship is a way to honor students with talent and 
ambition like Robin’s, and I believe Eric is an outstanding candidate to honor her 
memory.” 
 



Howell received the inaugural scholarship and commemorative certificate during a 
ceremony on campus attended by Texas Tech officials as well as Chesser and Brenda 
Rogers, professors in the Department of Biological Sciences. 
 
A graduate of the University of Idaho with a degree in biology, Howell currently is 
nursuing a doctorate in the Department of Biological Sciences. He recently served as 
project manager at the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna, Austria, 
overseeing international collaborations between more than 20 countries and multiple 
agencies within the U.S. government as part of the Iraq Decommissioning Project. He 
also spent eight months gaining experience in international affairs and diplomacy through 
his work at the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad. 
 
“It’s an honor to receive this award, and it could not have been possible without these 
great once-in-a-lifetime opportunities that have been extended to me by my peers and 
colleagues,” Howell said. “I hope that my accomplishments both at Texas Tech and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency can bring honor not only to my university, but to 
the name of Robin J. Copeland.” 
 
Among many other achievements in his educational career, Howell has received four 
competitive research grants, authored three publications in peer-reviewed scientific 
journals and received numerous awards for outstanding scholarship, research and 
performance, including being named the 2013 Texas Tech University Graduate Student 
of the Year. 
 
“Eric’s accomplishments are incredible, and he will continue to be a fine ambassador of 
Texas Tech,” Rogers said. “Robin was a fine colleague, a very impressive diplomat and 
also a dear friend, so it is quite an honor to have one of my graduate students be the first 
recipient of the scholarship that bears her name.” 
 
CONTACT: Randy Sanders, associate vice chancellor, Office of Communications & 
Marketing, Texas Tech University System, (806) 742-0057, randy.sanders@ttu.edu.  
 
 

mailto:randy.sanders@ttu.edu


      

 
Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

                                                                  News Release 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Oct. 10, 2013 
CONTACT: Grace Acuna, grace.acuna@ttu.edu 
   (806) 742-2136 
 

Texas Tech Professor Writes Engineering Children’s Book 
   
A Texas Tech University professor has written another child’s book teaching basic 
problem-solving skills by using engineering concepts and vocabulary.  
 
Michelle Pantoya, an engineering professor at Texas Tech, and her co-author Emily Hunt, 
now an engineering professor at West Texas A&M University and Texas Tech alumna, 
worked with early childhood literacy experts and science museums to develop their most 
recent title, “Designing Dandelions: An Engineering Everything Adventure.” 
 

The book tells the story of two young space aliens from the planet Exergy, who have 
crash-landed on Earth and must apply the engineering design process to get themselves 
back home. The book aims to teach children the relationship between science and 
engineering and introduce them to science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) 
concepts.  
 
“I’m very excited to bring engineering to young children and start to inspire the future 
generations that will impact our world,” Pantoya said.  
 
“Designing Dandelions” is the third book published by the author pair and their first to be 
published by Texas Tech University Press (TTUP). Their previous titles, “Engineering 
Elephants” and “Pride by Design,” also have engineering themes.  
 

For more information about TTUP and “Designing Dandelions” visit the website 
at www.ttupress.org.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

 
 CONTACT: Jada Rankin, marketing coordinator, Texas Tech University Press, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 834-2106, or jada.rankin@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.ttupress.org/
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Texas Tech Schools of Law and Business Listed in Princeton Review 
 

Texas Tech University’s School of Law and Rawls College of Business have garnered positions 
in the 2014 Princeton Review’s The Best 169 Law Schools and The Best 295 Business Schools, 
respectively. The comprehensive reference books are available at book stores. 
 
The Princeton Review does not rank the schools on a single hierarchical list or name one school 
best overall. Instead, the book has 11 ranking lists of the top 10 schools in various categories. 
  
Each school that appears in the Best 295 Business Schools and in the Best 169 Law Schools 
received an Admissions Selectivity rating, and the schools from which they received student 
surveys were also given Academic Experience, Professors Interesting, Professors Accessible and 
Career ratings. Only the top 10 schools in each of the 11 ranking categories appear on the 
ranking lists. 
 
Conducted during the 2012-13, 2011-12, and 2010-11 academic years, on average, about 109 
students at each law school and 68 students at each business school were surveyed for the lists in 
the 2014 editions of the books. The 80-question survey asked students to rate their schools on 
several topics and report on their experiences at them. 
 
About the Rawls College, the article states, “Executive-style MBA programs offer the option of a 
convenient block scheduling system that students like (“We meet twice a year for seven days 
straight, eight hours a day”) or a one-weekend-a-month calendar. Rawls has custom designed a 
number of combined degrees and executive-style MBA programs to fit the needs of professionals 
of all stripes.” 
 
The Rawls College offers a wide variety of core courses.  The article cites student comments that 
instructors are beyond knowledgeable in their fields and are also easy to access for questions 
about course work or the job market in their particular field. “I have never met anyone within the 
program that was not willing to help the students succeed.”  
 
In the listing for Texas Tech School of Law, the article states that when it’s time to start looking 
for a job or clerkship, Texas Tech maintains “a great reputation in the Texas legal markets as 
producing hard-working, effective lawyers,” and that students choose Texas Tech precisely for 
that reputation and are proud of the results.  
 

http://www.law.ttu.edu/
http://www.rawlsbusiness.ba.ttu.edu/
http://www.princetonreview.com/business-school-rankings.aspx
http://www.princetonreview.com/law-school-rankings.aspx


A third-year law student said, “I’ve been told on several occasions that a firm would rather pick 
up a Texas Tech law graduate who knows what to do when he steps foot in the office than some 
Ivy League grad who knows more about theory and less about how to get the job done.” 
 
The Princeton Review compiled the lists based on its surveys of 18,500 students at the best 
ABA-accredited law programs in the country and gathered statistical information on many more 
law programs (including several in Canada) and 20,300 students attending the at the best 
AACSB-accredited MBA programs in the world, and on school-reported data. Only schools that 
permitted the Princeton Review to survey their students were eligible for consideration for these 
lists.  
 
The lists are posted at www.PrincetonReview.com. All narrative profiles and ranking lists in the 
law school book are available at www.PrincetonReview.com/law/, with similar business college 
information at http://www.PrincetonReview.com/mba/. 
 
The books are two of 200 Princeton Review titles published by Random House.  The company is 
not affiliated with Princeton University. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
Contact: Kari Abitbol, assistant director of communications, Texas Tech School of Law, 
(806) 834-8591, or kari.abitbol@ttu.edu.; or Michele Moskos, director of communications, 
Rawls College of Business, (806) 834-1413 or michele.moskos@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.princetonreview.com/
http://www.princetonreview.com/law
http://www.princetonreview.com/mba/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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TTU Cross-Cultural Academic Advancement Hosts Open Teaching Event 
 

The Texas Tech University Cross-Cultural Academic Advancement Center (CCAAC) is 
hosting the Open Teaching Concept (OTC) 2013 designed to teach diversity across the 
curriculum. This year’s theme is “Civil Rights, Human Rights: Questioning the ‘Pursuit 
of Happiness.’”  
 
The OTC begins today (Oct. 10) and will feature lectures and co-curricular events 
through Friday, Nov. 1. A full schedule is listed below and additional information about 
each event can be found at the CCAAC website. 
 
The program offers faculty, staff, students and members of the community a unique 
opportunity by opening up classrooms and encouraging interdisciplinary and cross-
disciplinary discussion. 
 
“We are making connections, building the dialogue, and bringing together the myriad 
threads of discourse on diversity, multiculturalism, race, gender, class, sexuality, belief 
and social justice together into one two-week-long program,” said Aliza Wong, associate 
chair and associate professor of history, and co-director for the program. 
 
This year’s event takes place over two weeks and includes more than 20 events led by 
fellows from eight colleges. Each lecture or event examines what the pursuit of happiness 
really entails, how one person’s pursuit might be at the expense of another’s happiness 
and the ways in which we engage in the difficult dialogues about inclusive social justice, 
Wong said. 
 
Lectures include topics such as the integration of the military, relocation of Native 
Americans, environmental justice and creating education across social, economic, 
cultural and political lines. 
 
“The Cross-Cultural Academic Advancement Center understands that diversity learning 
is dynamic,” said Jobi Martinez, director of the CCAAC and co-director of the Open 
Teaching Concept. “Our goal with Open Teaching is to engage diversity teaching, 
dialogue, and learning through multiple outlets to enhance and continue to advance 
diversity at Texas Tech.” 
 
Colette Taylor, assistant professor of higher education in the College of Education said 
the OTC will help highlight a variety of perspectives on the pursuit of happiness and her 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/ccaac/Web2013/OTC13/OTC.php


program, “Celebration and Struggle: Sex and the Pursuit of Happiness” is designed to 
celebrate and inform students of the historic struggles and courageous efforts of women 
of all races pursuing education, a key element to happiness in the United States. 
 
“In order for Texas Tech students to be prepared for their roles and responsibilities as 
global citizens, they must develop an appreciation for the inherent benefits of cultural, 
linguistic, religious, and gender diversity,” Taylor said. While every individual desires 
happiness, their journey to that happiness will be different depending on their personal 
context.” 
 
Schedule of events: 
 
Family Theory and Ethics/Morality 
6:20 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 10 
HUMSCI 222 
Speaker: Jacki Fitzpatrick 
 
These Meager Returns: Wage Labor, Relocation, and the Contemporary Native 
American Novel 
11 a.m. 
Monday, Oct. 14 
AGED 102 
Speaker: Matt Hooley 
 
Under the Sense of Death: How African Americans 
Survived Lynching 
11 a.m. 
Monday, Oct. 14 
HOLDEN 126 
Speaker: Karlos Hill 
 
Poor People Don’t Deserve a Clean World: The Call for Environmental Justice 
11 a.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 15 
RCOBA 291 
Speaker: Eric Morin 
 
…and Justice for All: Examining the Work of Educating ALL students in U.S. 
Public Schools 
11 a.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 17 
EDU 350 
Speaker: Fernando Valle 
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Student Government Association: Creating Opportunity through Diversity 
Leadership  
5 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 17 
SUB N. PLAZA 
 
Business Success from Scratch: How to get from Texas Tech Student to President of 
a Consulting Firm 
3 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 18 
RCOBA 
Speaker: Francisco Delgadillo 
 
Why Sustainability and Happiness belong together: Green building, healthier & 
happier life! 
11 a.m. 
Monday, Oct. 21 
CIVILE 205 
Speaker: Mukaddes Darwish 
 
Lawyers’ Questioning and Rethinking the Notions of Negotiations and Culture in 
the Pursuit of Happiness 
10 a.m. 
Monday, Oct. 21 
LANR AUD 
Speaker: Wendy Ross 
 
James Baldwin, Civil Rights, and The Fire Next Time – the book that galvanized the 
civil rights movement 
2 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 21 
ENGPHL 260 
Speaker: Michael Borshuk 
 
Primary School for All Girls: A Secret Weapon in Economic Development and a 
Higher Happiness Index 
9 a.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 23 
GODDRD 101 
Speaker: Michael Farmer 
 
MTV and the Global Music Business - A New Pursuit of Happiness 
11 a.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 24 
LANR 153 
Speaker: Robert Peaslee 



 
Religious Freedom and the Pursuit of Happiness – A debate with Donald May and 
Arnold Loewy 
12 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 24 
LAW RM 107 
 
The Impact of Gender-based Violence and Mental Health of Communities of Color 
4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 24 
ENGPHL 105 
Speaker: Aretha Marbley 
 
Writing about America and Angels: An Intimate Conversation on Craft with Tony 
Kushner 
10 a.m. 
Friday, Oct. 25 
SUB ESCONDIDO 
Speaker: Robert Peaslee 
 
Celebrating Title IX after Forty Years in College Athletics 
12 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 25 
LAW RM 105 
Speaker: Brian Shannon 
 
E.O. 9981, Integrating the U.S. Military: How We Get to Fight with the White Guys 
3 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 25 
HOLDEN 150 
Speaker: Ron Milam 
 
What Happens After Social Movements Win? 
1 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 28 
HOLDEN 38 
Speaker: Matthew Johnson 
 
Slavery, Freedom, and the Origins of the British Empire 
12:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 29 
AFS 101 
Speaker: Abigail Swingen 
 
Celebration and Struggle: American Dreams Undetermined 
6 p.m. 
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Wednesday, Oct. 30 
HUMSCI 222 
Speaker: Mary Frances Agnello and Colette Taylor 
 
Gimme de Knee Bone & the Arms Akimbo! Cross-Cultural Creole Exchange & the 
Roots ofAmerican Pop Music 
3:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 31 
MUSC 010 
Speaker: Christopher Smith 
 
Co-Curricular Events 
 
NBC Comedy Night Sponsored by TAB 
8 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 10 
SUB ALLEN THEATRE 
 
James McBride-African American Lecture Series 
6 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 24 
SUB ALLEN THEATRE 
 
Tony Kushner-Presidential Performance & Lecture Series 
8 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 25 
SUB ALLEN THEATRE  
 
Jose Antonio Vargas 
11:30 a.m. 
Friday, Nov. 1 
USA CITY BANK RM 
Must RSVP at crosscultural@ttu.edu  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: Jobi Martinez, director, Cross-Cultural Academic Advancement Center, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-8681, or crosscultural@ttu.edu. 
 
  

mailto:crosscultural@ttu.edu
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Media Login (case sensitive):  Username – ttucomm; Password – Raiders!! 
 

Chancellor Kent Hance to Retire 
 
Chancellor Kent R. Hance announced today (Oct. 11) during a Board of Regents meeting 
on the Texas Tech University campus that he will retire in 2014 and has agreed to 
become chancellor emeritus of the Texas Tech University System. 
 
Hance, who became chancellor on Dec. 1, 2006, said serving his alma mater “has been a 
dream for me.  I love what I do, and I want to continue to help this great institution any 
way I can.” 
 
Mickey Long, chairman of the Board of Regents of the Texas Tech University System, 
said, “Our chancellor has done fantastic work in raising the national profile of the Texas 
Tech University System.  I am pleased that he has agreed to continue to support our 
universities.” 
 
After becoming chancellor emeritus, Hance will maintain an office on the Texas Tech 
University campus and will be available to assist the TTU System’s next chancellor on 
projects.  He will continue to teach his extremely popular seminar class on leadership. 
 
“Texas Tech was fortunate to have Kent in a leadership position," said President George 
W. Bush. "He loves the Red Raiders and leaves behind a better university. I wish my 
friend all the best.”  
 
“Chancellor Kent Hance’s decision to step down as head of the Texas Tech University 
System marks the end of an incredible era not just for the System, but for higher 
education in Texas," said Texas Governor Rick Perry. "Thanks to his leadership, higher 
education is more affordable and accessible to thousands of Texans. As chancellor, 
Hance helped the Texas Tech University System raise an astonishing $1 billion, much of 
it during the nation’s economic downturn."  
 

mailto:randy.sanders@ttu.edu


"He also led the effort to hold the line on tuition increases and creation of a $10,000 
degree at Angelo State University," Perry said. "His legacy will be felt by countless 
Texans for generations to come, whether they are graduates who proudly hang a diploma 
on their wall from one of the System’s outstanding institutions, or anyone who benefits 
from the ideas, innovations and initiatives brought to life through the Texas Tech 
System.” 
 
The Dimmitt native, who graduated from Texas Tech University in 1965 with a 
bachelor’s degree in business administration and the University of Texas in 1968 with a 
law degree, pointed out that when he became chancellor less than seven years ago the 
TTU System had been in existence 10 years and consisted of two universities—Texas 
Tech University and Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center. 
 
“Today,” Hance said, “the Texas Tech University System has doubled in size with the 
addition of Angelo State University and the Texas Tech University Health Sciences 
Center at El Paso. We now have facilities throughout the state.” 
 
“We recently concluded a capital campaign that raised more than $1 billion for the Texas 
Tech University System.  I’m proud of that and want to thank our generous donors for 
helping grow our great institutions.” 
 
Hance came to the chancellor’s office in late 2006 with a plan to grow the TTU System 
by expanding its number of components; increasing enrollment and promoting student 
success; strengthening academic quality and reputation; expanding and enhancing 
research; furthering outreach and engagement; and increasing and maximizing resources. 
 
“We now have more than 33,000 students on the Texas Tech University campus; the 
number of students in the Texas Tech University System is more than 44,000; and the 
number of degrees has increased by 46 percent between 2006 and 2012,” Hance said. 
 
“The quality of our students is first-rate.  We have added a Phi Beta Kappa chapter at 
Texas Tech University, thanks to our focus on recruiting some of the nation’s top 
scholars—both faculty and students.” 
 
“We have increased the number of faculty who are members of the prestigious National 
Academy of Engineering from one to four, and we have increased the number of Terry 
Foundation scholarship students from 18 to 94—this growth is unheard of in the 
foundation’s 25-year history.” 
 
“Another example of how we are turning out great students is the fact that a survey 
conducted by the Wall Street Journal in 2010 showed that we were No. 1 in the Big 12 
and No. 18 in the nation where employers could find the best graduates!” 
 
“Thanks to the outstanding faculty, our research expenditures have almost tripled since 
2006 and are now approximately $200 million a year.  Our research has and will have a 
tremendous impact on Texas, the United States and the world.” 
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In September 2010, Hance and the TTU System launched a capital campaign, Vision & 
Tradition: The Campaign for Texas Tech, that raised $1.069 billion.  It was the most 
successful financial campaign in the history of the TTU System. 
 
“It has been a tremendous honor to serve this great university,” Hance said.  “When my 
parents dropped me off at Bledsoe Hall in 1961, I fell in love with Texas Tech.  The 
passion still burns bright for me, but it is time for someone else to take the reins of this 
great system.” 
 
“I look forward to serving Texas Tech and the other great universities in our system in 
the years ahead.” 
 
“There are a lot of people to thank for the success I’ve experienced during these seven 
years.  My wife and family have always been there to encourage me.”   
 
“The vision of the great members of the Board of Regents has led to much of my success 
here.  It goes without saying that I am willing to do whatever they want to help raise 
funds and recruit outstanding faculty and students in the future.” 
 
“Finally, thanks to the great students, faculty and staff that we have in Lubbock, San 
Angelo, El Paso and many other communities throughout Texas.  They shared my motto: 
Dream no little dreams!” 
 
Hance is the third chancellor in the history of the TTU System, which was established by 
the Board of Regents in 1996 and formally created by the Texas Legislature in 
1999.  Former Texas Sen. John Montford served in the office from 1996 until 2001 and 
Dr. David Smith held the office from 2002 until early 2006. 
 
Read a list of accomplishments under Hance's leadership. 
 
About the Texas Tech University System 
The Texas Tech University System is one of the top public university systems in the state 
of Texas, consisting of four component institutions and operating at 12 academic sites 
and centers. Headquartered in Lubbock, Texas, the TTU System has an annual operating 
budget of $1.7 billion and approximately 17,000 employees focused on advancing higher 
education, health care, research and outreach.  
 
In 2012, total research expenditures approached $200 million and total enrollment 
exceeded 43,700 students for the first time in the TTU System’s history. Whether it’s 
contributing billions of dollars annually in economic impact or being the only system in 
Texas to house an academic institution, law school, and medical school at the same 
location, the TTU System continues to prove that everything is possible. 
 
CONTACT: Randy Sanders, associate vice chancellor, Office of Communications & 
Marketing, Texas Tech University System, (806) 742-0057, randy.sanders@ttu.edu  

http://www.texastech.edu/chancellor/downloads/hance-accomplishments.pdf
mailto:randy.sanders@ttu.edu
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Symposium Celebrates Life of 20th Century British Composer 
 

Texas Tech University School of Music faculty will host a “Benjamin Britten: A Century 
of Inspiration” symposium Oct. 17-19. The event is one of many around the world 
honoring Britten’s centenary year.  
 
The planning committee includes David Forrest, assistant professor of music theory, 
Quinn Patrick Ankrum, assistant professor of voice, and Stacey Jocoy, associate 
professor of musicology.  
 
“The music is going to be fantastic,” Forrest said. “The research is going to be fantastic 
and every element of the event is going to blend the two. The audience will enjoy the 
music but they are also going to learn a lot. There’s truly something for everyone.”  
 
Britten, a 20th-century British composer, is one of the most influential of his kind in many 
genres, Forrest said.  
 
The symposium includes performances, lecture recitals and academic presentations. 
Themes of the conference include Britten’s variety of compositions and the intersection 
of scholarship and performance in regard to his music.  
 
Lecturers and performers will travel across the United States to be involved in the 
symposium. Texas Tech faculty and students also will perform.  
 
All concerts are free and open to the public. To attend additional events, guests must 
register online or at the symposium. A single-day ticket is $20 and a three-day conference 
ticket is $50.   
 
For more information and a schedule of events, visit http://ttubritten.wordpress.com/.  
 

   Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 

CONTACT: David Forrest, assistant professor music theory, david.forrest@ttu.edu, 
Quinn Patrick Ankrum, assistant professor voice, qpatrick.ankrum@ttu.edu, or 
Stacey Jocoy, associate professor of musicology, stacey.jocoy@ttu.edu  
 

http://ttubritten.wordpress.com/
mailto:david.forrest@ttu.edu
mailto:qpatrick.ankrum@ttu.edu
mailto:stacey.jocoy@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Admissions Hosts Red & Black Weekend 
High school students enjoy a three-day introduction to campus life.  

 
Texas Tech University’s Office of Admissions is hosting Red & Black Weekend for high 
school students Oct. 12-14. The weekend ends on Oct. 14 with University Day.  

 
More than 1,300 high school students have registered to attend the weekend events, twice 
as many from the previous year.  
 
“For many of them, it is their first visit to Lubbock and Texas Tech,” said Jamie Hansard, 
director of recruitment and marketing. “This event allows them to truly experience what 
it’s like to be a student at Texas Tech and a part of a great community like Lubbock.” 
 
Visitors are welcome to tailgate on the lawn of West Hall beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday (Oct. 12). Students may attend the homecoming game versus Iowa State 
University with the purchase of a ticket through Texas Tech Athletics.  

 
University Night Reception begins 5 p.m. Sunday (Oct. 13) in the United Spirit Arena. 
The reception celebrates scholarship and allows potential Red Raiders to meet faculty, 
administrators and current students.  
 
Monday (Oct. 14) is University Day. The following schedule includes the informational 
fairs and tours: 
 

• Spirit Rally & Welcome 
8:15 – 9 a.m., United Spirit Arena  
The rally features spirit squads, Saddle Tramps and the Goin’ Band from 
Raiderland.  

 
• Resource Fairs & Presentations 

9:30 – noon, United Spirit Arena  
Information is available on academics, admissions, financial aid and residence 
life.  

 
• Academic Sessions 

1:30 – 3 p.m., various campus locations 
Learn more about specific majors and programs different colleges at Texas Tech 
offer.  



 
• Campus Tours 

1:30 – 3 p.m., West Hall Visitors Center 
Current Texas Tech students offer official guided walking tours for potential Red 
Raiders and guests. 
  

• Residence Hall Tours 
1:30 – 4 p.m., West Hall Visitors Center 
 

Official registration for the event is closed, but walk-in registration will be available at all 
three events for anyone who is interested in attending. For more information, 
visit http://www.admissions.ttu.edu/index.php/weekend-of-red-black-2013/. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

 
CONTACT: Jamie Hansard, director of recruitment and marketing, Office of 
Undergraduate Admissions, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-1480, 
or jamie.hansard@ttu.edu.  
 
  

http://www.admissions.ttu.edu/index.php/weekend-of-red-black-2013/
mailto:jamie.hansard@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Names Duncan Vice President for Research 
 
Texas Tech University President M. Duane Nellis today named Robert V. Duncan to the 
position of vice president for research. Duncan currently is the vice chancellor for 
research at the University of Missouri and will assume his new role January 1. 
 
“We are pleased and honored to welcome Dr. Duncan to Texas Tech University,” Nellis 
said. “Dr. Duncan’s extensive backgrounds in teaching, research and as vice chancellor 
for research at the University of Missouri combine to provide a strong vision and 
effective leadership as we move forward as one of the nation’s leading research 
institutions.” 
 
As vice president for research, among Duncan’s primary responsibilities will be working 
to enhance Texas Tech’s research profile as the university strives to become a tier one 
national research university. 
 
“Texas Tech is an institution on the rise nationally and the higher education community is 
noticing the emergence and respects the progress the university is making,” Duncan said. 
“I am proud for the opportunity to serve on President Nellis’ leadership team, and I very 
much look forward to working together with the many talented faculty, staff and students 
in continuing the impressive advancement of this great university.” 
 
Founder and interim director of the Sidney Kimmel Institute for Nuclear Renaissance at 
Missouri, Duncan’s background as a leader in the field of physics is reflected in his many 
publications, professional appointments, and activities. Duncan was the founding director 
of the New Mexico Consortium’s Institute at the Los Alamos National Laboratory in 
2006, following his appointment as the associate dean for research in the College of Arts 
& Sciences at the University of New Mexico (UNM). 
 
Duncan was a member of the International Steering Committee for Quantum Fluids and 
Solids, and he chaired the International Symposium on Quantum Fluids and Solids in 
2003. He was named the Gordon and Betty Moore Distinguished Scholar in the Physics, 
Mathematics, and Astronomy Division at Caltech (2004-05). 
 
In addition to his positions at Missouri and New Mexico, Duncan was a visiting associate 
in physics at Caltech for the last 15 years and was a joint associate professor of electrical 
and computer engineering (2000-08). He earned tenure in 1998 and was promoted to 



professor of physics and astronomy at UNM in 2001. He began his teaching career as a 
teaching assistant within the Experimental Atomic Physics Laboratory at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT) in 1981, and then he served as head teaching assistant in 
the Department of Physics at The University of California, Santa Barbara in 1983. 
 
Duncan’s experience extends beyond the classroom into industrial and economic 
development. He currently serves on numerous boards, including the Missouri Innovation 
Corporation that operates the MU Life Sciences Incubator at Monsanto Place. Prior to his 
academic career, Duncan served as a physicist at Sandia National Laboratories for seven 
years (1988-95), attaining the rank of Distinguished Member of Technical Staff, where he 
initially developed new quantum electrical standards and later led the Cryogenic and 
Superconducting Technologies Team. Duncan served as a NASA principal investigator 
on a fundamental physics experiment from 1993 to 2004.   
 
A well-published and researched author throughout his career, Duncan is a Fellow and 
life member of the American Physical Society. He recently chaired the Panel on 
Fundamental Physics in Space for the Decadal Survey of the National Academy of 
Sciences.   
 
Duncan has maintained an active presence in the community as a four-year executive 
board member of the Columbia (Mo.) Chamber of Commerce and he is currently the 
president of the Great Rivers Council Eagle Scout Association, and he serves on the 
Council Board of Directors. 
 
A 1982 physics graduate from MIT, Duncan received a Ph.D. in physics from the 
University of California, Santa Barbara in 1988. 
 
Duncan’s wife, Dr. Annette L. Sobel, M.D., M.S., has been appointed to the faculty at the 
Texas Tech Health Sciences Center School of Medicine as an associate professor in the 
Department of Medical Education. Sobel earned a bachelor’s degree in chemistry from 
Rutgers University (1979), M.D. from Case Western Reserve University (1983) and M.S. 
in aerospace medicine/human factors engineering (1992). 
 

--30-- 
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Texas Tech Announces Homecoming King and Queen 
   
Scott Stracener and Jill Berger were crowned as the 2013 Texas Tech University 
Homecoming King and Queen today during halftime of the Texas Tech – Iowa State 
football game. 
 
Stracener represented Delta Tau Delta, while Berger represented Alpha Phi. Andrew 
Whitley and Katherine McBee, homecoming king and queen from 2012, crowned this 
year’s winners. 
 
The winners were voted on by the student body Friday. Fifteen men and 15 women were 
originally announced as candidates Monday at the Homecoming Kickoff. That number 
narrowed to 10 each for king and queen finalists after a review of the candidates’ 
resumes. Each of the candidates then went through an interview process before the final 
five king and queen candidates were announced Friday at the Rowdy Raider Rally. 
 
In addition to Stracener and Berger, the 2013 homecoming court included: 
 

• Emily Almuguer (Miller Girls) 
• Lauren Coker (Pi Beta Phi) 
• Madeleine Cloutier (Zeta Tau Alpha) 
• Saba Nafees (Mortar Board) 
• Bubba Heath (Phi Delta Theta) 
• Christopher Shulman (Mortar Board) 
• Jason Judd (Saddle Tramps) 
• Ryan Williams (Beta Upsilon Chi) 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Jon Mark Bernal, associate director, Student Union & Activities, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 742-4708, or jm.bernal@ttu.edu. 
 

 
 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:jm.bernal@ttu.edu
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Rawls College of Business Hosts Entrepreneur for Speaker Series 
   
WHAT: Texas Tech University’s Rawls College of Business Chief Executives’ 

Roundtable Speaker Series 
 
WHEN: 11:30 a.m. Wednesday (Oct. 16) 
 
WHERE: Valley of Lubbock Scottish Rite, 1101 70th St. 
 
EVENT: Texas Tech’s Rawls College of Business hosts Jonathan Copulsky, a 

brand consultant and critically acclaimed author. 
  

Copulsky is the chief brand, content and digital officer at Deloitte 
Consulting LLP.  He will speak about “Protecting Your Brand in a High-
Speed World.” 
 
Copulsky has worked with the world’s best known brands during their 
most challenging sales and marketing issues and has written a book, 
“Brand Resilience: Managing Risk and Recovery in a High-Speed World,” 
identifying different risk management tactics.   

 
The Chief Executives’ Roundtable series brings industry leaders to Texas 
Tech to share their experiences and insights with students, faculty and the 
Lubbock community.  The CXR series is open to the public by subscribing 
to the program.   

 
For more information on the Rawls College Chief Executives’ Roundtable 
Speaker Series, visit http://cxr.ba.ttu.edu/ or  call Susan Brown at 
806.834.1571. 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Michele Moskos, senior director, Communications and Marketing, 
Rawls College of Business, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3171 or 
michele.moskos@ttu.edu. 

 

http://cxr.ba.ttu.edu/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Redefining Diversity 
Texas Tech alumna and local news anchor Nicole Garza explores her heritage. 

 
Nicole Garza, who graduated from Texas Tech in 2010 with degrees in Spanish and 
broadcast journalism, can be seen anchoring Fox 34’s Good Day Lubbock every 
morning. Garza’s Hispanic background shaped her undergraduate experience as well as 
her post-graduate success. 
 
“I surrounded myself with people who were just like me in the beginning—which was 
great—but what I didn’t realize was that diversity has a different definition for every 
person,” Garza said. “If you really think about what diversity means, I wasn’t 
experiencing it to its full potential until I really got out there.” 
 
Garza is one of many members of the Texas Tech community, including students, 
faculty, staff and alumni, who embrace their own culture and celebrate diversity in their 
personal and professional lives. Texas Tech’s Division of Institutional Diversity, Equity 
and Community Engagement will host the annual Celebrate Diversity Awards Banquet 
Wednesday (Oct. 16) at the Mckenzie-Merket Alumni Center. The banquet features guest 
speaker Soledad O’Brien, who, like Garza, has found her calling in broadcast journalism. 
 
Originally from Zapata, Texas, just across the border from Mexico, Garza grew up 
surrounded by family and friends who shared her Mexican heritage. She decided to attend 
to Texas Tech because of its broadcast journalism program and scholarship opportunities. 
 
She didn’t know then that Texas Tech would change her outlook on herself, diversity and 
the world beyond college. 
 
Through Mentor Tech and the Hispanic Student Society, Garza was active in student 
organizations that surrounded her with students who shared her Hispanic background. 
She says these organizations gave her opportunities to find positions of leadership and get 
involved in the Lubbock community. 
 
“I met students who were a lot like me, from all over the state and the nation—even some 
other nations,” Garza said. “We talked about school stuff; we had fundraisers at Texas 
Tech. We also had salsa nights and got together at people’s houses. It was a great 
opportunity to have a social aspect tied into an educational organization.” 
 

http://today.ttu.edu/2013/09/diversity-banquet-features-speaker-soledad-obrien/
http://today.ttu.edu/2013/09/diversity-banquet-features-speaker-soledad-obrien/


During her sophomore year, Garza joined the Greek organization Alpha Chi Omega. 
There, she found a common bond with girls from all different backgrounds. 
 
“Being in the sorority put me in touch with girls from all different cultures and socio-
economic backgrounds,” Garza said. “No matter what their background or ethnicity was, 
I could relate to them.” 
 
She also was involved with President’s Select and studied abroad at Texas Tech’s 
campus in Seville, Spain. She says these experiences allowed her to immerse herself in 
her Hispanic heritage in unique ways.  
 
Through President’s Select, Garza returned to her hometown and recruited high school 
students to Texas Tech by sharing her own experiences with potential freshmen. Her time 
in Seville made her appreciative of her heritage, and she ended up receiving a major in 
Spanish. 
 
“I decided I’m going to be able to go home and talk to my grandmother, who knows not 
one word of English, the way she deserves to be talked to,” said Garza, who struggled 
with speaking proper Spanish before she came to Texas Tech. 
 
During her senior year, Garza took on an internship with FOX 34. She worked hard 
enough to be offered a job upon graduation, where she was able to use her Spanish skills 
on occasion. Although the first time she had to report live in Spanish was daunting, she 
says those kinds of opportunities have allowed her to combine both her academic 
interests. 
 
Even though Garza came to Texas Tech and saw herself as different because she was a 
minority, she realized that the diversity all over campus helped her grow and learn more 
about herself and the world. 
 
“I came to realize that Texas Tech was actually the most diverse place I’d ever been,” 
Garza said. “I grew up in a town where everyone had a Hispanic mom or dad, and 
everyone had grandparents that lived in Mexico. But I didn’t know people that came from 
different backgrounds.” 
 
Garza explained her experience at Texas Tech gave her an appreciation for her heritage 
and an understanding of how to make the most of her opportunities. 
 
“I have gone through times of struggle like anyone would when adapting to new 
environments,” Garza said. “I’ve had to prove my worth as a person in general and in my 
abilities past being Hispanic. Nowadays it doesn’t matter if you are the best, most-diverse 
person for the job. Everyone is diverse or different in some way. You simply have to be 
your best.” 
 
Garza can be seen between 5:30 and 9 a.m. Monday through Friday on Fox 34’s “Good 
Day Lubbock” as well as at 9 p.m. on Fox 34’s News at 9 for “Fox 34 Your Health.” 
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TechAlert! Test Tomorrow 
 
WHAT:           Test of the Texas Tech University TechAlert! System 
 
WHEN:            10:50 a.m., Tues. (Oct. 15) 
 
EVENT:           Texas Tech will test its TechAlert! emergency communications system 

used to alert the university community of emergency situations, class 
cancellations or delays. 

 
                        To update cell or home phone information, visit emergency.ttu.edu. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications & 
Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136, or chris.cook@ttu.edu. 
 
 
 

mailto:allison.matherly@ttu.edu
http://emergency.ttu.edu/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:chris.cook@ttu.edu


          

Office of Communications and Marketing  
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

         Advisory 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Oct. 14, 2013 
CONTACT:  Kari Abitbol, kari.abitbol@ttu.edu 
                     (806) 834-8591 

 
Texas Tech University School of Law Hosts the 7th Court of Appeals 

 
WHAT:   The Texas Tech University School of Law will host the 7th Court of 

Appeals.  
 
WHEN: 9 a.m. Tuesday (Oct. 15) 
 
WHERE: Donald M. Hunt Courtroom, School of Law, 1802 Hartford Ave. 
 
EVENT: Texas Tech Law students and the general public will have an opportunity 

to view in action the 7th Court of Appeals, which usually presides in 
Amarillo. The Court, which consists of a chief justice and three justices, 
has immediate appellate jurisdiction in both civil and criminal cases 
appealed from lower courts in Texas’ 46 counties.  

 
Oral arguments will be heard in four cases starting at 9 a.m.  

  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Kari Abitbol, assistant director of communications, Texas Tech School 
of Law, (806) 834-8591, or kari.abitbol@ttu.edu.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:kari.abitbol@ttu.edu
http://www.media.ttu.edu/


      

 
Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

                                                                  Web Only 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Oct. 15, 2013 
CONTACT: Callie Jones 
 

Law School Builds a Case for Diversity 
   

 
Texas Tech University’s School of Law, consistently ranked among the top schools in the 
region and lauded for its student satisfaction, strong advocacy and moot court teams, and 
high employment rate, embraces the university’s overall commitment to diversity in 
higher education. 
 
“We strive for diversity for its own sake,” explained Stephen Perez, assistant dean of 
admissions and recruitment for the law school. “We don’t have a specific program 
dedicated to ensuring a diverse class, but we believe it is central to the class experience to 
have diverse perspectives.” 
 
The law school has boasted two of its most diverse classes in the last three years. A record 
33 percent of the 2010-2011 and 2011-2012 entering classes reported an ethnicity/race 
other than non-Hispanic or white. The female student population in the last several years 
has been at or near 50 percent for entering classes, and students came from a variety of 
countries, Perez said. 
 
“We’re looking for folks who are academically qualified first and foremost, and from 
there we look at a variety of factors including work experience and life experience,” Perez 
said. “It’s a holistic review process and there are many differentiating factors that help us 
create a diverse class.” 
 
Perez explained that when students come from different backgrounds, it benefits all 
students because they can bring unique outlooks crucial to the study of the law. He said 
the office of admissions offers travel stipends to encourage potential students to visit 
Lubbock and the school to see why Texas Tech is a great choice for students from varied 
backgrounds. Personal statements provide the admissions committee with an additional 
tool to understand a student’s unique perspective that makes them an attractive candidate. 
 
“A diverse student body in a law school setting means having diversity in perspectives 
both in the interpretation of what the law is and what the law should be,” said Abel 
Villarreal Jr., president of the Hispanic Law Students Association. “Listening to other 
students with diverse backgrounds provides each law student with a more fruitful and 
complete view of the law.” 
 
William Sanders, president of the Black Law Students Association agreed, saying that 
Texas Tech is clearly emphasizing issues of diversity in its admissions process. 

http://today.ttu.edu/2013/02/law-school-tops-rankings-for-quality-student-satisfaction/
http://today.ttu.edu/2013/03/moot-court-team-claims-texas-tech-laws-26th-national-championship/


 
“While there is still work to do, we are definitely heading in the right direction,” Sanders 
said. “Diversity is so important because it increases the educational experience by 
allowing us to learn from each other’s perspectives, personal values, customs and life 
experiences. In regards to the legal profession, diversity is important due to the 
significant role lawyers and judges play in creating and reforming laws, especially 
criminal laws, which affect minorities disproportionately.” 

 
With the total cost for three years of law school topping $150,000 at some institutions 
across the country, Texas Tech is among U.S. News & World Report’s 2013 “Least 
Expensive Public Law Schools,” with tuition and fees of $22,518 per year for Texas 
residents. Low costs can help make a legal education affordable to people from many 
backgrounds, and Texas Tech offers a variety of loans, grants and scholarships to students 
who may not be able to afford the cost of tuition alone. 
 
Not only is Texas Tech Law affordable, but with a 95.45 percent first-time pass rate, its 
graduates led all Texas public law schools on the February 2013 Texas Bar Examination. 
 
“Texas Tech Law has never been more diverse than it is now,” Perez said. “It makes us 
proud to have students with such a variety of backgrounds and experiences representing 
Texas Tech.” 

http://grad-schools.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-graduate-schools/top-law-schools/public-cost-rankings/page+2
http://grad-schools.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-graduate-schools/top-law-schools/public-cost-rankings/page+2
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Texas Tech Recognized Again for Being Top Military Friendly College   
   
Texas Tech University recently was named a top military friendly school by Military 
Advanced Education (MAE) in its “2014 Guide to Military-Friendly College & 
Universities” list. 
 
“We are pleased to be listed as a top military friendly school,” said Texas Tech President 
M. Duane Nellis. “Texas Tech is honored to serve the needs of military personnel veterans 
and their families, and we will continue in this effort.”  
 
The purpose of MAE is to provide education to officers and veterans in transition, 
information about future careers, school and program profiles, and periodic special 
reports.  
 
The list was compiled from more than 300 institutions. Each institution took an extensive 
survey focusing on a strict list of criteria which was then evaluated by the MAE staff. 
They were evaluated in four major areas: military culture, support services, financial 
services and flexibility. 
 
“We are proud to once more be recognized as a top military friendly university,” said Juan 
Munoz, senior vice president and vice provost. “The growth of our veteran and military 
dependent population is indicative of the climate of excellence and support that is 
discovered by these students. As a veteran of the United States Marine Corps, I can 
personally affirm Texas Tech is committed to the success of our veteran students and their 
families.” 
 
Texas Tech’s Military & Veteran Program assists veterans and their families in achieving 
academic and personal success. The program focuses on motivation, value and 
performance to ensure a seamless transition from military to civilian life. 
 
“It is very exciting to be awarded this district honor,” said Ryan Van Dusen, director of 
the Military & Veteran Program. “The faculty and staff of Texas Tech work hard to make 
this a welcoming environment. We are humbled by this distinction as we continue to strive 
to provide veterans and their families with the highest level service.”  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

 

mailto:lauren.kozlovsky@ttu.edu
http://www.media.ttu.edu/


 CONTACT: Ryan Van Dusen, director, Military and Veteran Program, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-6457, or ryan.van-dusen@ttu.edu. 
 

mailto:ryan.van-dusen@ttu.edu
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Rawls College to Examine Economic Impact of Permian Basin Oil and Gas Industry 
Engineering impact in region is the basis for new Texas Tech study. 

 
The Area of Energy, Economics and Law within the Rawls College of Business at Texas Tech 
University is partnering with the Whitacre College of Engineering’s Bob L. Herd Department of 
Petroleum Engineering to complete an engineering-based economic impact study. The research 
will examine the impact of the Permian Basin oil and gas industry on the region, state of Texas 
and beyond. 
 
This research is unique in that it blends expertise in energy economics and petroleum 
engineering to provide an engineering-based economic impact model that takes into account the 
geological, engineering and economic nature of the industry. 
 
The researchers for the study include: Bradley T. Ewing, Jerry S. Rawls Professor of Energy 
Economics; Marshall Watson, Roy Butler Chair of Petroleum Engineering; and Terry McInturff, 
professor of practice in energy commerce. 
 
The study will provide a historical description of the oil and gas industry and the Permian Basin 
from a petroleum engineering perspective and an economic perspective, as well as address the 
cyclical nature of the oil and gas industry as it pertains to the region. 
 
In addition, the study will provide estimates for the output, jobs, income and tax revenues 
resulting from the oil and gas industry in the Permian Basin. 
 
Results of the study will be used to develop the Permian Basin Energy Commerce Index to 
measure the health of the industry and region, as well as projections for the future of the Permian 
Basin region as it pertains to the industry. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Bradley Ewing, (806) 834-3939 or bradley.ewing@ttu.edu; or 
Michele Moskos, director of communications, Rawls College of Business, (806) 834-1413 or 
michele.moskos@ttu.edu. 
 

http://ec.ba.ttu.edu/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/pe/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/pe/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:bradley.ewing@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Hosts 64th Annual Rodeo  
 
WHAT:   The 64th Annual Texas Tech National Intercollegiate Rodeo  
 
WHEN: 7 p.m. Thursday through Saturday (Oct. 17-19) 
 
WHERE: Texas Tech Equestrian Center (3/4 mile south of 50th Street on Alcove 

Avenue) 
 
EVENT: Fifteen colleges and universities from the Southwest Region of the 

National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association will compete in the three-day 
event, which will draw more than 500 participants to the South Plains.  

 
Texas Tech’s rodeo teams will compete in five additional rodeos during 
the spring semester with the goal of bringing regional championship 
honors back to Lubbock and qualifying for the College National Finals 
Rodeo. The top two teams and top three individuals in the region 
automatically advance to nationals to be held June 2014 in Casper, Wyo. 
 
Proceeds from hosting the rodeo support the team’s general budget for the 
year. 
 
Admission is $8 each night, and children under age six are admitted free. 
Texas Tech students are $6. Tickets can be purchased at the gate. 
 
Admission is free from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for the preliminary rounds Friday 
and Saturday. 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Philip Berry, rodeo coach, Texas Tech University, (806) 474-9006, 
or philip.berry@ttu.edu.  
  

http://www.collegerodeo.com/membership/RegionInfo.asp?Region=SW
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:philip.berry@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Hosts International Archaeology Day for First Time  
   
The Archaeological Institute of America (AIA) will host International Archaeology Day 
on Thursday (Oct. 17) for the first time at Texas Tech University.  
 
International Archaeology Day is an opportunity for members of AIA to connect with 
and inform the public about archaeological research that Texas Tech is involved in.  
 
“We have such a vibrant archaeological community here at Texas Tech,” said Hannah 
Friedman, an assistant professor of classics in the Department of Classical & Modern 
Literatures and AIA Lubbock society president. “This event allows us to highlight our 
work as well as emphasize the importance of archaeological heritage both nationally and 
internationally.” 
 
From 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., an information fair will be located at the West Plaza outside the 
Student Union Building. Texas Tech faculty will discuss their research in Belize, Jordan, 
England and Southwest America. Students are welcome to stop by and learn how they 
can participate in research during the summer.  
 
The first AIA lecture of the year also begins 5:35 p.m. Thursday in Room 00113 of the 
Chemistry Building. Tamra Walter, an associate professor in the Department of 
Sociology, Anthropology and Social Work will discuss Native Homelands and Foreign 
Frontiers: New Perspectives on the Spanish Missions of South Texas.  
 
AIA is North America’s oldest and largest organization devoted to archaeology. The 
institute is a nonprofit group founded in 1879. Currently, AIA has approximately 250,000 
members belonging to more than 100 societies in the U.S., including a society in 
Lubbock.  
 
The mission of the institute is to promote archeological inquiry and public understanding 
of the material record of the human post to develop an appreciation for diverse cultures.  
 
All events affiliated with International Archaeology Day are free and open to the public. 
Participants do not have to be a member of AIA.  
 
For more information, visit http://www.depts.ttu.edu/classic_modern/aia/about.html. 
  

   Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/classic_modern/aia/about.html


 
CONTACT: Hannah Friedman, assistant professor of classics, Department of 
Classical & Modern Literatures, College of Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 742-3145 ext. 294, or hannah.friedman@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech Hosts Soledad O’Brien at Diversity Awards Banquet 
   
WHAT: The Celebrate Diversity Awards Banquet features special guest speaker 

Soledad O’Brien. 
 
WHEN: 7 p.m. today (Oct. 16) 
 
WHERE: McKenzie-Merket Alumni Center 
 
EVENT: As part of the third annual Celebrate Diversity Awards Banquet, Texas 

Tech University’s Division of Institutional Diversity, Equity and 
Community Engagement hosts broadcast journalist Soledad O’Brien.  

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Cory Powell, director, Mentor Tech, Division of Institutional Diversity, 
Equity and Community Engagement, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-8692, or 
cory.powell@ttu.edu. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soledad_O'Brien
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:cory.powell@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Physicist’s New Spectroscopic Camera Captures  

Day-Old Supernova 73 million Light Years from Earth 
Team discovers first early-stage images from a stripped-envelope supernova. 

 
With the help of a special spectroscopic camera developed by a Texas Tech University 
physicist, researchers at Caltech and Las Cumbres Observatory Global Telescope 
Network captured rare images of a star in another galaxy going supernova within a day of 
the star’s explosion. 
 
This is the first time scientists have pinpointed a star that eventually exploded as a 
stripped-envelope supernova, called a type Ib, said David Sand, an assistant professor in 
the Department of Physics who developed the camera.  
 
The global team of astrophysicists, led by Yi Cao of Caltech, found the supernova on 
June 16. Their research was published online in the peer-reviewed journal The 
Astrophysical Journal Letters. 

“It is very rare to catch a supernova within a day or two of explosion,” Sand said. “Up 
until now, it has happened at most about a dozen times. It is equally rare that we actually 
have Hubble Space Telescope imaging of the location of the supernova before it 
happened, and we were able to see the star that eventually exploded.” 

Sand said it took 73 million light years for the illumination from the star’s explosion to 
travel to Earth. 

 “This star was quite far away in the galaxy NGC 6805, although we would consider it a 
‘local’ galaxy,” he said. “There is no way of knowing if something so far away has any 
planets around it. However, it is unlikely. We found that the supernova came from what 
is called a Wolf-Rayet star. It is very massive and very young. It likely did not live long 
enough to form planets.” 
 
Wolf-Rayet stars are known to have stellar winds where they eject some of the material 
off their surface and spew it out into space. Observations indicate they are devoid of 
hydrogen, but contain helium in the remaining outer layer of the star.  
 
Their massive size leads to a speedy demise, Sand said. Where our sun is roughly 5 
billion years old, this star was only in the tens of millions of years old. Wolf-Rayet stars 



tend to burn up all of their fuel quickly in order to support their own weight because the 
nuclear burning balances out gravity.   
 
Cues from the spectroscopic camera images led researchers to classify their discovery as 
a type Ib supernova, which are thought to be the explosions of these massive stars that 
have lost their outer layers right before their death due to a stellar wind.  
 
Exact details of what happens in these supernovae are murky, he said. When they do 
explode, they burn roughly as bright as five billion of our suns.  

The Intermediate Palomar Transient Factory project, which is a scientific collaboration 
with California Institute of Technology, Los Alamos National Laboratory, University of 
Wisconsin and several others, is an automated survey of night sky dedicated to finding 
transient supernova events. The survey finds hundreds of new supernovae annually, and 
scientists here try to understand what types of stars become which types of supernova. 

Sand led the development and operations of the special camera, the FLOYDS 
spectrograph, which was used to help identify the specific kind of supernova. Taking a 
spectroscopic image helps scientists to tell what kind of supernova they’re looking at by 
splitting the supernova’s light up into the colors of the rainbow.  

A normal photograph isn’t enough to tell, he said. 

The FLOYDS spectrographs, of which there are only two in the world, are attached to 
two-meter telescopes located in Hawaii and Australia. The cameras operate completely 
robotically allowing scientists to confirm supernova earlier than ever before. 

In the last six months, Sand and others have confirmed 25 different supernovae with the 
new camera. This particular supernova is one of the first published results. 

“This is where FLOYDS comes in, and its robotic nature, which lets us study supernovae 
young,” Sand said.  “That’s the first story. The second story is this lucky Hubble imaging 
from 2005. Someone took an image with Hubble of the galaxy where this supernova 
happened. Just sheer luck – nothing to do with the supernova or seeing into the future or 
anything.  Zoom to 2013, and we discover the supernova within a day of its explosion. 
We look in the Hubble data archive and notice the image from eight years prior, and we 
just match it up with our most recent data to see if there is a star in the old image at the 
exact same position as the supernova today.    

“The second story really is luck, but it is happening more and more these days as the 
Hubble telescope collects more images of nearby galaxies.” 

Sand said scientists can take another Hubble image at the location of the supernova after 
it has faded away.  If the star that he and others identified as the progenitor to the 
supernova has disappeared, then they will know which star died. Otherwise, if the star is 
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still there, then the supernova came from some other object too faint for researchers to 
see, and the mystery continues. 

For a copy of the report, contact John Davis. 

CONTACT: David Sand, assistant professor, Department of Physics, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-2264 or david.sand@ttu.edu. 
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Celebrate Diversity Banquet Hosts Soledad O’Brien, Honors Community Members 
 
Texas Tech University welcomed award-winning journalist, documentarian, news anchor 
and producer Soledad O’Brien this week. O’Brien, who gave the keynote address at the 
annual Celebrate Diversity Awards Banquet on Wednesday night, took a brief tour of 
Lubbock and spoke at Talkington School for Young Women Leaders and the Rawls 
School of Business. 
 
O’Brien, the originator of CNN’s Black in America and Latino in America among other 
documentaries on diversity and race, is the daughter of a black Cuban mother and an 
Australian father and one of six children. Her background shaped many of her experiences 
and influenced the trajectory of her career. 
 
“What my parents taught me was that a life that was worth living was something you had 
to dictate for yourself,” O’Brien told the sold-out crowd at the McKenzie-Merket Alumni 
Center. “You have a worthy story to tell. And if you don’t tell it, then who will?” 
 
O’Brien said diversity in storytelling-or, journalism-is crucial because there are so many 
different perspectives, it can be easy for the media to place marginalized groups in a 
certain pre-defined box of what that group is known for in the U.S. 
 
“We don’t tell enough stories about a certain group, but communities are a mix of things,” 
O’Brien said. “For students in this room, you have an opportunity to stand for something-
to be a symbol for what you can achieve.” 
 
In June 2013, O’Brien launched Starfish Media Group, a multiplatform media production 
and distribution company, dedicated to uncovering and producing empowering stories that 
examine the often divisive issues of race, class, wealth, poverty and opportunity, through 
personal stories. She also joined Al Jazeera America and HBO’s Real Sports with Bryant 
Gumbel as a correspondent. 
 
However, O’Brien explained to the crowd that her career was not always so smooth. After 
dropping out of Harvard University, O’Brien landed her first job in media as a “staple 
remover” at a television station. She said, in the beginning of her career especially, she 
received negative feedback for her race and name. However, with a dedication toward 
bettering her reporting skills and a determination to hold difficult conversations, she 
eventually made a name for herself. 
 



“From my perspective it was all with an eye to opening a conversation,” O’Brien 
explained. “With respect to diversity you can have awkward and uncomfortable 
conversations. But you can’t move forward unless you have these difficult conversations 
and hold people accountable.” 
 
O’Brien said her reporting has taught her much about human nature: that, at the end of the 
day, regardless of their background or experiences, people all basically want the same 
thing. 
 
“People would say to me, ‘I really want to send my kid to a good school,’ or ‘I want my 
family to live in a safe neighborhood,’” she said. 
 
Despite what people are shown on television, people live and work together even though 
we come from very different places, she said.  
 
The Celebrate Diversity Awards Banquet was organized by Mentor Tech Director Cory 
Powell. Board of Regents member Nancy Neal introduced O’Brien. Juan Muñoz, senior 
vice president for Institutional Diversity, Equity and Community Engagement and vice 
provost for Undergraduate Education and Student Affairs, thanked the many supporters of 
diversity at Texas Tech. 
 
“This is what Texas Tech is all about: excellence in diversity,” Muñoz said. 
 
The Celebrate Diversity Awards Banquet recognized several individuals for their 
contributions to diversity and community efforts through the Senator Robert L. Duncan 
Community Champion Award, this year given to David Seim and Quincy White; and the 
Inclusive Excellence Award, this year given to Aliza Wong and Eric Strong. 
 
Seim, who is the market chairman of Happy State Bank in Lubbock, has served as 
chairman of the United Way Campaign, Lubbock Chamber of Commerce, Lubbock 
Country Club, Southwest Lubbock Rotary Club, South Plains Council Boy Scouts of 
America, Texas Tech University Foundation and as chairman of the board of the Covenant 
Health System. He has received several awards recognizing his community efforts and is a 
Texas Tech alumnus.  
 
White serves as assistant city manager for the City of Lubbock. He has held a variety of 
community positions and served on the state advisory council on Early Childhood 
Education & Care as well as the Drug Policy Advisory Board, the United Way Board, the 
Success by 6 Board and the Youth Corps Board. He has been honored by Delta Sigma 
Theta and the Black Chamber of Commerce for his contributions to the community. 
 
Wong is associate chair and associate professor in the Department of History, as well as 
director of the European Studies program. She is a two-time Fulbright scholar to Italy and 
has published extensively on race, nationalism and identity in modern Italy. She is the 
Faculty Senate president and is the faculty liaison to the Cross-Cultural Academic 



      

 
Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

Advancement Center where she helped develop the Open Teaching Concept: Teaching 
Diversity Across the Curriculum program. 
 
Strong retired as the director of Texas Tech’s Upward Bound programs in 2007. Since 
then, he has continued to dedicate his time to education and service to disadvantaged and 
underrepresented groups and is active in several civil organizations. He is one of three co-
founders of Tomorrow’s Leaders, a mentoring program for at-risk fifth graders. He serves 
as director of the Roots Historical Arts Council and has received several community 
awards and recognition. He is best known for his work as a nationally recognized 
storyteller, featured on NPR, the BBC and the Discovery Channel on issues of tolerance, 
hope and self-esteem. 
 
M. Duane Nellis, Texas Tech University President also spoke during the program, 
recognizing the success Texas Tech has had in the area of diversity, including ranking 
among the top 50 undergraduate institutions for Hispanic and American Indian 
baccalaureate degrees as well as the many departments and programs that provide support 
and services to students from varied backgrounds. 
 
“Congratulations to those recognized tonight and thank you all for your contributions,” 
Nellis said. 
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Discovery Across Texas Battery Commissioning Ceremony 
 

WHAT: The commissioning ceremony of the 1 MW Samsung SDI/Xtreme Power 
grid scale battery. 

 
WHEN: 9 a.m. Friday (Oct. 18) 
 
WHERE: Reese Technology Center 
 
EVENT: The Discovery Across Texas project is a collaborative research and 

demonstration initiative aimed at advanced energy efficient grid 
technologies that is led by the Center for the Commercialization of 
Electric Technologies (CCET), Texas Tech University, Group NIRE and 
several other partners. Funding for the work comes from the Department 
of Energy’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy.  

 
Its purpose is to identify technology solutions that will better integrate 
Texas’ vast wind energy resources into the Electric Reliability Council of 
Texas (ERCOT) electric grid and to demonstrate advanced smart grid 
technologies. 
 
Speakers will discuss the importance of energy storage in our future grid 
systems and how CCET and Texas Tech research objectives will enhance 
transmission operations management practices, improve grid reliability, 
create educational opportunities, and provide lessons learned to other parts 
of the United States. 
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Anna T. Young, associate managing director, National Wind Institute, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3015 or anna.t.young@ttu.edu. 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:anna.t.young@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Honored with Second Annual Diversity Award 
 

Texas Tech University is one of 56 institutions of higher learning nationally and one of 
two Texas schools to receive the second annual Higher Education Excellence in Diversity 
(HEED) award from INSIGHT Into Diversity magazine.  
 
“Texas Tech University strives for inclusivity as we enable students to reach their 
academic potential,” said M. Duane Nellis, Texas Tech president. “This award reflects 
efforts and successes in the area of diversity. I am confident that it indicates our 
commitment to attracting students from all backgrounds and personal circumstances and 
providing a supportive educational experience.” 
 
According to the November issue, the HEED Award recognizes U.S. colleges and 
universities that have exceptional strategies and programs to help them achieve diversity 
and inclusion across campus. Schools were selected based on the institution’s initiatives 
to promote diversity efforts, including race and ethnicity, gender, age, veteran status, 
people from LGBT communities, people with disabilities and other areas of human 
diversity.  
 
“Texas Tech University is dedicated to creating an environment that allows all members 
of the university community to be academically and professionally successful,” the 
magazine reports. “Through a focus on inclusive excellence, the university prepares 
faculty, staff and students to be ethical leaders in a diverse and globally competitive 
world. This focus has led to recognition by many prestigious groups, including Education 
Trust, Hispanic Outlook, Best Colleges website, and of course, INSIGHT Into Diversity.” 
 
Juan Muñoz, senior vice president for institutional diversity, equity and community 
engagement, was recognized on the front cover of the November issue and contributed an 
article about the importance of chief diversity officers. He said Texas Tech remains 
committed to the success of students from all backgrounds, experiences and income 
levels. 
 
“We are very proud to have received the HEED Award again this year,” said Muñoz. 
“This recognition demonstrates once more that Texas Tech’s commitment to an inclusive 
campus is in keeping with the highest national standards of access, equity and 
excellence.” 
 

mailto:callie.jones@ttu.edu
http://www.insightintodiversity.com/images/downloads/digitalissues/november2013/index.html


For more information about the HEED award, visit INSIGHT Into Diversity magazine’s 
website at www.insightintodiversity.com.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications and 
Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136, or chris.cook@ttu.edu. 

 
 
 

http://www.insightintodiversity.com/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:chris.cook@ttu.edu
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Tunnel of Oppression Revisits Texas Tech Campus 
 

For the ninth year, Texas Tech University is hosting the Tunnel of Oppression, an event 
where students are immersed first-hand in different forms of oppression through 
interactive acting, hearing monologues and multimedia presentations. 
 
The Tunnel is from 8 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Oct. 22 and 23 in the Red Raider Ballroom at the 
Student Union Building. Tours begin every 10 minutes and take between 45 and 60 
minutes to complete. Due to limited space, reservations are recommended, but walk-ins 
are welcome. 
 
“The purpose of the event is to expose students to the fact that oppression and 
discrimination do occur at Texas Tech and in Lubbock, but there is something the 
community can do about it,” said Dustin Grabsch, residence life coordinator.  
 
In the Tunnel, participants face different scenes of oppression, including: ability, class, 
body image, immigration, homophobia, religious oppression, relationship violence, 
sexism and race. The scenes are derived from actual student experiences on the Texas 
Tech campus and in Lubbock.  
 
Texas Tech students volunteer and act out the different scenes throughout the Tunnel. 
Debrief facilitators are graduate students, full-time staff, faculty or counselors. 
 
After going through the Tunnel and experiencing different forms of oppression, a 
debriefing session is held, in which a trained facilitator explains to participants what they 
witnessed and how they can interrupt forms of discrimination and oppression in the 
future. 
 
 “The level of dialogue and sharing by tunnel participants after they go through it is 
outstanding,” Grabsch said, “The experience is very eye-opening for many and it’s great 
to hear about their innovative action plans to stop future acts of oppression and bias here 
at Texas Tech and in Lubbock.”  
 
The Tunnel is a campus grassroots diversity program originating in 1993 at Western 
Illinois University. The campus used the Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles as a 
model.  
 



Justin Louder, assistant vice provost for the Texas Tech Ethics Center, took his Raider 
Ready class to the Tunnel last fall.  
 
“The Tunnel of Oppression pushes people’s boundaries as they go through it while 
eliciting discussion,” Louder said. “It opened the student’s eyes to see different things 
and was a rich opportunity for growth in the students.” 
 
The event is sponsored by the Social Justice Education committee with financial 
partnerships with University Student Housing, the Residence Hall Association, 
Department of Theatre & Dance, Multicultural Advocates and the Center for Campus 
Life. The committee also partners with Tech Activities Board, Women’s Studies 
Program, Greek Life, Student Counseling Center, Undergraduate Education & student 
Affairs, Raider Ready, and Cross-Cultural Academic Advancement Center to help with 
volunteer recruitment and marketing.  
 

  Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 

CONTACT: Melissa Cook, unit manager, University Student Housing, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-8357, or melissa.cook@ttu.edu. 
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Public Art Markets Business 
 
Texas Tech University System Officials recently celebrated the latest addition to its 
system-wide public art collection, We Are in the Business of Changing the World, 
designed by BC Sculpture. 
 
The artists, Tara Conley of Houston and Joe Barrington of Throckmorton, created a 
multi-element installation located in the courtyard south of the Rawls College of Business 
that represents the various elements of business from the local to global level. 
 
Students entering the building can now pass under two bent-pipe arches with a bull and a 
bear on each side of their path to class. According to Conley, this part of the piece both 
directly and abstractly represents today’s market. 
 
“The bear set of pipes includes two rows that go up, out and down, while the bull set of 
pipes includes three rows that appear stronger and continue up and up,” Conley said. 
“Not only does this portray the volatile nature of the market, but also the energy and the 
breadth that goes into every business.” 
 
The two arches are made of 240 separate pieces, representing the multitude of individuals 
working together in the business world. 
 
The installation also includes six bronze plate “icons” arranged around a circle on the 
ground that display various commodities native to the Lubbock region and community 
including corn, oil and cotton. 
 
The circle is surrounded by several phrases engraved in limestone that pertain to how 
people and business relate to the world. 
 
“When choosing the phrases, we thought about the students’ relationship to the piece as 
they go through school at Texas Tech,” Conley said. “While one phrase might attract 
them now, years later it may be another phrase they truly identify with.” 
 
The artists answered a special request when Chancellor Kent Hance was inspired by the 
words included in the piece. The sidewalk leading up to the sculpture now includes a 
phrase familiar to all Red Raiders, “Dream No Little Dreams,” Hance’s favorite motto. 
 



Conley and Barrington were selected from 58 applicants on the basis of their firm grasp 
on the many different aspects of business and their desire to create an installation using 
visual language business students would recognize and identify with. 
 
This is the largest single public art expenditure for the TTU System public art collection 
to -date and includes LED lights that Conley said add to the strength and energy of the 
piece. 
 
The TTU System’s Public Art Program was initiated by the Board of Regents in 1998 as 
an investment in the campus environments at each of its institutions. Through the 
program, public artworks are funded using one percent of the estimated total cost of each 
new major capital project. Since then, 91 items created by some of today’s leading artists 
have been added to the TTU System’s campuses. 
 
About the Texas Tech University System 
The Texas Tech University System is one of the top public university systems in the state 
of Texas, consisting of four component institutions and operating at 12 academic sites 
and centers.  Headquartered in Lubbock, Texas, the TTU System has an annual operating 
budget of $1.7 billion and approximately 17,000 employees focused on advancing higher 
education, health care, research and outreach.  
 
In 2012, total research expenditures approached $200 million and total enrollment 
exceeded 43,700 students for the first time in the TTU System’s history. Whether it’s 
contributing billions of dollars annually in economic impact or being the only system in 
Texas to house an academic institution, law school, and medical school at the same 
location, the TTU System continues to prove that anything is possible. 
 
CONTACT: Randy Sanders, associate vice chancellor, Office of Communications & 
Marketing, Texas Tech University System, (806) 742-0057, randy.sanders@ttu.edu  
 

mailto:randy.sanders@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Efforts in Diversity Reach New Heights 
   
 
In the last year, Texas Tech University, led by the Division of Diversity, Equity and 
Community Engagement, has made strides in the areas of diversity and inclusion in 
academic success. 
 
Some recent accomplishments include: 
 

• Top 50 producers of Hispanic baccalaureate recipients 
• Top 50 producers for American Indian baccalaureate recipients 
• 88th in total minority bachelor’s degrees for 2010-2011 
• Hispanic enrollment reaching 19 percent for the 2013-2014 academic year and 

record numbers of African-American students 
• Recognition by the Education Trust for success in closing achievement gaps 

among African-American and Hispanic students 
• Recognition by INSIGHT Into Diversity for the 2nd annual HEED award, given to 

only 35 public universities nationally 
 
Texas Tech has also been recognized for its efforts in keeping tuition rates affordable, a 
key component in providing an inclusive environment for people from varied 
backgrounds.  
 
Recent recognition in this area includes: 
 

• No. 28 in the nation for Affordable Colleges with High Returns 
• Recognition as a 2013 Most Affordable College 
• Commitment by the Board of Regents to keep tuition costs low by maintaining 

tuition and fees for the 2013-2014 year at the previous year’s level 
 
Texas Tech has several departments and programs dedicated to recruiting and retaining 
students from diverse backgrounds and providing a superior college environment for 
those students. 
 
These departments and programs include: 
 

• Cross-Cultural Academic Advancement Center 
• PEGASUS 

http://today.ttu.edu/2012/09/texas-tech-receives-top-marks-in-retaining-diverse-students/
http://today.ttu.edu/2013/09/texas-tech-eclipses-33000-enrollment-for-first-time/
http://today.ttu.edu/2012/09/texas-tech-receives-top-marks-in-retaining-diverse-students/
http://today.ttu.edu/2013/08/texas-tech-named-top-school-for-roi/
http://today.ttu.edu/2013/04/texas-tech-named-to-most-affordable-colleges-list/
http://today.ttu.edu/2013/05/texas-tech-will-not-increase-tuition-for-2013-2014/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/ccaac/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/pegasus/


• IDEAL 
• Mentor Tech 
• Military & Veterans Programs 
• Office of Community Engagement 
• Upward Bound 
• Women’s Studies 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/ideal/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/mentortech/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/mvp/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/communityengagement/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/upwardbound/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/wstudies/


      

Office of Communications and Marketing  
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

         Advisory 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Oct. 18, 2013 
CONTACT: Lauren Kozlovsky, lauren.kozlovsky@ttu.edu  

       (806) 742-2136 
 
 

Texas Tech’s Public Administration Program Honors Outstanding Alumnus 
   
WHAT: Luncheon to honor alumnus Christopher C. Stansbury 
 
WHEN: Noon, Thursday (Oct. 24) 
 
WHERE: The Legacy, 1500 14th Street 
 
EVENT: Texas Tech University’s Public Administration Program is honoring 

outstanding alumnus Christopher C. Stansbury with a noon luncheon on 
Oct. 24. Stansbury will speak about Professionalism and Ethics in Public 
Service: The Gold Standard. 

  
 Stansbury is currently the senior managing director and public sector sales 

leader for PricewaterhouseCoopers’ U.S. Public Sector Practice. He began 
his career as a public health advisor with the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and has had more than 22 years of experience as a civil 
servant within the government. 

 
 Stansbury completed his master of public administration at Texas Tech in 

1990. He also is a graduate of the Executive Leadership Program at the 
University of Pennsylvania, as well as a member of the American College 
of Healthcare Executives, Association of Government Accountants and 
Professional Services Council. 

 
 Admission is free, but seats are limited. Contact Era Ibarra to reserve a 

seat by Oct. 21.      
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Era Ibarra, business assistant, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-2739, 
or era.ibarra@ttu.edu.  

 

mailto:lauren.kozlovsky@ttu.edu
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:era.ibarra@ttu.edu
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New York Times Best-seller Speaks on African-American History 
   
WHAT: James McBride will lecture and perform a concert based on the story of 

John Brown and the raid on Harper’s Ferry.   
 
WHEN: 6 p.m. Thursday (Oct. 24) 
 
WHERE: Texas Tech University Allen Theatre 
 
EVENT: Novelist James McBride shares the story of John Brown, a white 

American abolitionist. Brown attacked the largest arsenal of weapons in 
America in 1859, spurring the start of the Civil War.  

 
 McBride will use gospel and spiritual music to contextualize Brown’s raid 

on Harper’s Ferry. McBride and his band will perform gospel songs from 
the mid-to-late 19th century. 

 
 His discussion is based off his latest novel, “The Good Lord Bird.” 

McBride is a New York Times best-seller, as well as a musician and 
screenwriter.  

 
 The event is free and open to the public.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Karlos Hill, assistant professor, Department of History, College of Arts 
and Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3744, or karlos.hill@ttu.edu. 

 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:karlos.hill@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Hosts Family-Friendly Halloween Events 
   
Texas Tech University will host a variety of Halloween events for the campus and 
Lubbock communities. 
 

• The National Ranching Heritage Center (NRHC) hosts Heritage Halloween, 
4 – 7 p.m., Friday, Oct. 25 at 3121 Fourth St. The event is free to the public and 
children can trick-or-treat at the historical structures at the NRHC. Treats will be 
period-specific for each house. CONTACT: Emily Wilkinson, (806) 742-0498 
or emily.wilkinson@ttu.edu. 

 
• The Texas Tech Volleyball Program hosts Halloween Fright Night when the 

Red Raiders take on Baylor, at 3 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 26 at the United Spirit 
Arena. Doors will open at 2 p.m. All fans, eighth grade and below who wear a 
costume will receive complimentary admission. A costume contest will take place 
during the match with winners being selected for best overall, spookiest and most 
creative costumes. Parking around the arena is free. CONTACT: Dinah 
Goodson, (806) 834-1402 or dinah.goodson@ttu.edu.  

 
• Phi Alpha Delta hosts annual Halloween Carnival, 3:30 – 6 p.m. Saturday, 

Oct. 26 at the Texas Tech School of Law. Area families and children are invited 
for an afternoon of safe fun that includes trick-or-treating, face painting, games 
and more. The event is free and children must be accompanied by an adult. 
CONTACT: Andrew Aus, andrew.aus@ttu.edu.  
 

• The Texas Tech Vernacular Music Center will host the Pirates & Cowboys 
Halloween Costume Ball along with the Tech Set Dancers, the Caprock Celtic 
Association and the Roots Music Institute, 7 – 10 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 26 at the 
Yoga Bean studio (3135 34th St.). Admission is $6 or $5 with a canned food 
donation. There will be music, hourly prizes for the best costumes, dancing and 
more. The Cowboys & Pirates Halloween Carnival Ball is intended to provide a 
safe, creative, drug-, tobacco- and hassle-free environment to enjoy the 
Halloween holiday. CONTACT: Christopher J. Smith, (806) 742-2270 
or christopher.smith@ttu.edu.  
 

• Residence Life hosts Safetreat at the Texas Tech residence halls from 6 – 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 30. Candy and activities will be provided in each of the 
residence hall complexes and “Boo Buses” are available to transport faculty, staff, 

mailto:emily.wilkinson@ttu.edu
mailto:dinah.goodson@ttu.edu
mailto:andrew.aus@ttu.edu
mailto:christopher.smith@ttu.edu


community members and their families from hall to hall. CONTACT: Bri 
Cooper, (806) 834-4107 or bri.cooper@ttu.edu.  

 
• Texas Tech’s Center for Campus Life, Tech Activities Greek Life and 

Student Union and Activities are sponsoring Tech-or-Treat 5:30 – 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 30 at the Student Union Building. Student organizations and on-
campus departments host booths of games and activities for a safe trick or treat 
option for Lubbock children. The costume parade begins at 5:45 p.m. and the 
Tech-or-Treat Halloween Carnival begins at 6 p.m. Costumes are encouraged and 
there will be appearances by the 2013 Homecoming king and queen as well as the 
men’s and women’s basketball teams. CONTACT: Kimberly Simon, (806) 742-
4708 or kimberly.simon@ttu.edu. 

 
 Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu or on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

 
CONTACT: Callie Jones, senior writer, Office of Communications & Marketing, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136, or callie.jones@ttu.edu. 

 
 

mailto:bri.cooper@ttu.edu
mailto:kimberly.simon@ttu.edu
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Texas Tech Students to Celebrate National Food Day 
 
Texas Tech University’s Block and Bridle Club will celebrate National Food Day on Oct. 
24 at Market Street on 50th Street and Indiana Avenue from 3-7 p.m.  
 
The club members said they hope to explain real agriculture production practices and 
share their experiences growing up on farms and ranches with local consumers.  
 
“Texas Tech Block and Bridle members will be handing out brochures, free food samples 
and recipe ideas,” said Emily Jackson, the event organizer and member of the club. 
“Students will be representing facets of the beef, swine and sheep industries.”  
 
National Food Day is organized by the Animal Agriculture Alliance, a national non-profit 
organization that helps the public better understand modern animal agriculture’s 
importance to quality of life.  
 
For more information about the event, contact Jackson at emily.jackson@ttu.edu.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Moriah Beyers, communications director, Department of Animal and 
Food Sciences, College of Animal Science and Natural Resources, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-2805, or moriah.beyers@ttu.edu. 
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Former U.N. Ambassador to Speak at Texas Tech  
   
WHAT: The Vietnam Center and Archive Guest Lecture Series with Ambassador 

Sichan Siv 
 
WHEN: 7 p.m. Thursday (Oct. 24) 
 
WHERE: International Cultural Center, 4th Street and Indiana Avenue 
 
EVENT: Sichan Siv escaped the Cambodian killing fields in 1976, resettling in 

Connecticut. 
 

From 1989-1993, Siv served as a deputy assistant to President George 
H.W. Bush, and as a deputy assistant secretary in the U.S. Department of 
State. In 2001, he was confirmed as the U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations, a position he held until 2006. 

 
Siv is the author of two books: “Golden Bones” and “Golden Words.” A 
book signing will follow his lecture. 

 
This is the first event in the series of distinguished speakers hosted by The 
Vietnam Center and Archive, which is made possible by a grant from the 
Helen Jones Foundation. It is part of an effort to enrich the study of the 
Vietnam War’s lasting influence on American politics, society and culture 
and on contemporary issues in Southeast Asia. 
 
Admission is free and open to the public. 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Amy Mondt, assistant archivist, Vietnam Center and Archive, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 834-5237, or amy.k.mondt@ttu.edu. 

http://www.sichansiv.com/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:amy.k.mondt@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Law Advocacy Team Wins 29th National Championship 
 

Texas Tech University School of Law recently won its 29th national advocacy championship at 
the Hassell National Constitutional Law Moot Court Competition in Virginia Beach, Va.  
 
Texas Tech Law’s team – comprised of third-year student Aaron Tatyrek of Vernon, and second-
year students Bridget O’Shaughnessy of Austin and Drew Robertson of Fort Worth – defeated 
defending champion Liberty University School of Law in the quarterfinal round. The team then 
prevailed over Florida Coastal School of Law in the semifinal round and in-state rival University 
of Houston Law Center in the championship round.  
 
In addition to taking the top prize, Robertson’s brief placed fourth in the tournament and Tatyrek 
was recognized as the third-best oralist.  
 
“This competition was unique in that the issues to be argued were not split amongst the team 
members,” said Ashley Withers, the team’s coach and associate director of Employer Relations 
for the law school’s Career Services office. “Rather, Aaron and Bridget individually argued both 
issues for twenty minutes on behalf of their respective clients. The team embraced the new 
format and invested many hours ensuring that their arguments were concise, well-supported, and 
persuasive. 
  
“Aaron, Bridget, and Drew are each incredibly talented, but it was with hard work and practice 
that they secured the win,” Withers said. “I look forward to seeing these advocates shine in 
future competitions and in the practice of law.” 
 
The 13th Annual Leroy R. Hassell, Sr. National Constitutional Law Moot Court Competition was 
held on October 18-19 at Regent University School of Law.  
 
Find more information about Texas Tech University School of Law at www.law.ttu.edu. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Kari Abitbol, assistant director of communications, Texas Tech School of 
Law, (806) 834-8591, or kari.abitbol@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.law.ttu.edu/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Iron Horse Literary Review Brings Nonfiction Author to Texas Tech 
   
WHAT: Texas Tech University’s Iron Horse Literary Review will feature a 

nonfiction reading and other events by Alissa Quart, a writer for the New 
York Times Sunday Review, O Magazine, The Atlantic, the Columbia 
Journalism Review and more.   

 
WHEN: Thursday (Oct. 24) 
 
WHERE: English & Philosophy Building, 3001 15th Street 
 
EVENT: The following is a schedule of events: 

• 4 p.m., screening of “The Last Clinic,” written by Quart and filmed 
by Maisie Crow. The screening will be shown in Room 201 of the 
English & Philosophy Building. After the documentary, Quart will 
be available for a question-and-answer session. 

• 7:30 p.m., reading by Quart with question-and-answer session 
available in Auditorium 001 in the English & Philosophy Building.  

• 8:30 p.m., reception and autographs following reading in the 
basement foyer. Books are available for purchase.  

 
All events are free and open to the public.  
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Jill Patterson, editor, Iron Horse Literary Review, Department of 
English, College of Arts & Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2501, or 
jill.patterson@ttu.edu. 

 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Texas Tech Junction Campus Gets $280,000 for Green Energy Building Power 

Texas Tech University’s Llano River Field Station (LRFS) in Junction recently received 
a $230,000 Innovative Energy Demonstration Grant from the Office of the Texas State 
Comptroller’s Energy Conservation Office to help fund the installation of solar panels 
and a wind turbine. 

The field station was one of 10 institutions to receive part of the $2 million in grants this 
year. It also received a $50,000 matching grant from Texas Tech, which will pay to 
replace inefficient single-pane windows in the two facilities. 

This project makes the Administration and Academic Buildings at the field station the 
first at Texas Tech to run on renewable energy, using sun and wind. 

“We are developing a Discovery Point Trail system and will have best management 
practices and demonstration stops along the trail,” said Tom Arsuffi, director of the field 
station. “The renewable energy solar panels, solar tracker and wind turbine will be 
components of the trail. We have 120 solar panels in a block on one building, 27 panels 
forming the Double T on another building, and 12 panels on the solar tracker.  In total, 
they will supply 100 percent of the energy requirements of the two buildings and save 
$500,000 in utility costs during a 25-year period.” 

The LRFS is located in the West Texas Hill Country and is rated as “great” on the wind 
and solar estimator scale for alternative energy choices, said Robert Stubblefield, director 
of operations at the campus.    

These two buildings were selected because they account for 25 percent of the overall 
electrical usage at the center. Previous site visits from energy consultants deemed these 
two buildings as prime sites for building envelope improvements to improve their overall 
energy efficiency. 

Arsuffi said using solar panels and wind turbines to help power some of the facilities can 
provide multiple education, public outreach and training pathways on renewable energy, 
not only as a teaching and research opportunity for the LRFS, but also for the Texas Hill 
Country region.   



Along with becoming part of the Discovery Point biodiversity trail, researchers will 
develop a renewable energy and conservation curriculum unit for a holistic, adaptive, 
standard-based natural resource, science and GLOBE K-12 education program at Texas 
Tech University’s Outdoor School (TTU OS) at the Llano River Field Station. The 
Outdoor School is a state and national award-winning program has taught science 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) courses to 15,000 students and 
hundreds of teachers in the past 10 years. 

“We will partner with departments and colleges on the main campus, including Texas 
Tech University Engineering, Arts and Sciences, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 
Education and Architecture for class field trips to learn about the LRFS renewable energy 
project in the context of conservation and sustainability of natural resources,” Arsuffi 
said. 
 
The buildings go online Oct. 15. 
 
CONTACT: Tom Arsuffi, director of the Llano River Field Station, Texas Tech 
University at Junction, (325) 446-2301, or tom.arsuffi@ttu.edu. 
 
 

mailto:tom.arsuffi@ttu.edu
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Rawls College of Business Announces Inaugural Scholarship Event 
   
 
WHAT: Inaugural Rawls College of Business Houston Scholarship Luncheon 
 
WHEN: 11 a.m. Tuesday (Oct. 29)  
 
WHERE: Hilton Americas, 1600 Lamar St., Houston 
 
EVENT: Texas Tech University’s Rawls College of Business hosts James T. 

Hackett, a partner in Riverstone Holdings LLC, as the event speaker.  
  
 Previously Hackett has been executive chairman of the board and former 

CEO of Anadarko Petroleum Corporation, the largest natural gas 
exploration and production companies.  His other energy experience 
includes positions in engineering, finance and marketing with NGC Corp., 
Burlington Resources and Amoco Oil Co. 

 
 Registration and time for networking will begin at 11 a.m. and lunch is at 

11:30 a.m.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Michele Moskos, senior director, Communications and Marketing, 
Rawls College of Business, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3171 or 
michele.moskos@ttu.edu. 

 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Texas Tech College of Media & Communication Accommodates Research Powerhouse 
From eye tracking to psychophysiology, the labs measure the response to the message. 

As the middle-aged woman watches the latest political debate, she turns the dial in her hand to 
register her dislike of what the candidate just said. In the next room, the college student watches 
clips of a football game as sensors on his skin register his excitement and engagement in the 
game. Across the hall in what appears to be an everyday living room, a young mother and her 
children watch a popular cartoon, while through a two-way mirror they’re being evaluated on 
their interactions with each other. 

These scenarios are just a sampling of the kinds of research being conducted in the Center for 
Communication Research in Texas Tech University’s College of Media and Communication. 
 
The Center for Communication Research (CCR) houses state-of-the art technology for studying 
all facets of audience response to media messages—video, audio, online, commercial, 
informational and more. The center contains more than 6,000 square feet of research labs and 
provides research services to those both within and beyond the Texas Tech community. 
 
The CCR provides comprehensive research solutions using state-of-the-art tools, including dial-
testing, eye-tracking and biometric measurement of audience response. The center comprises an 
Audience Testing Lab, Content Analysis Lab, Experimental Lab, Eye-tracking Lab, Focus Group 
Room and Psychophysiology Lab. View video here. 
  
Glenn Cummins, associate professor, associate dean for research and director of the center, said 
the college does much more than produce students who create messages, edit video, write 
advertisements and design publications and web pages.  
 
“Public perception, and even to some extent, on campus, the perception of Media and 
Communication is that we produce students who can be message producers,” Cummins said. 
“There is really a lot more to our graduate and undergraduate mission in terms of education and 
research, and these labs are an essential part of all that. Knowing how to produce messages to 
achieve specific results is really what we teach. 
 
“How do you make a message that elicits a certain response? How do you make a message that 
improves memory of certain key points? All of these labs give us different ways to understand 
that perception process, how to create better messages. It’s a deeper, more critical way of looking 
at media and the thought process.” 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/ccr/index.php
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_oHzriiPvM
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/utilities/get_biog.php?record=83


Cummins said the labs also are one of the most important parts of bringing in potential faculty to 
join the college.  
 
“It’s an impressive facility, but really the facility is a testament to our commitment to research in 
terms of making the tools available for them to use for their own research. It’s also impressive to 
potential graduate students.” 
 
So impressive is the lab setup to prospective faculty, it lured Eric Rasmussen to come work for 
the college. 
 
An assistant professor in public relations, Rasmussen just graduated from Ohio State University 
and was interested in finding a place he could go to do the research that he wanted to do.  
 
“I study children and media,” he said. “I’m interested in bringing kids and their families in, show 
them different media clips – things kids watch on a regular basis – and see how that affects them. 
I’m also interested in how parents can talk to their kids about what they see on television. 
 
“Texas Tech is one of the few places that has everything I would want in a research facility and 
they have it all under one roof,” Rasmussen said. “Other places might have all these facilities, 
but they’re all in different areas of the university. Here we have everything I could possibly ever 
think of needing and it’s all right here in one building.” 
 
Cummins said in addition to supporting research within the college and Texas Tech University, 
the CCR also works with partners outside the academic community. 
 
“We have a lot of very talented faculty and some top-notch facilities.  There’s no reason we need 
to keep this a secret, so we’d like to use our resources to help everyone learn just how much we 
can offer in terms of communication research,” Cummins said.  
 
Although such partnerships aren’t a primary focus, Cummins said that working with businesses 
outside the Texas Tech community allows the center and college faculty to help the university 
with community outreach and engagement. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Glenn Cummins, director, Center for Communication Research, College of 
Media & Communication, (806) 834-3117, or glenn.cummins@ttu.edu 

 
 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Texas Tech Paleontologist Presents Origin of Life Theory  

at 125th Geological Society of America Meeting 
 
It has baffled humans for millennia: how did life begin on planet Earth? Now, new 
research from a Texas Tech University paleontologist suggests it may have rained from 
the skies and started in the bowels of hell. 
 
Sankar Chatterjee, Horn Professor of Geosciences and curator of paleontology at The 
Museum of Texas Tech University believes he has found the answer by connecting 
theories on chemical evolution with evidence related to our planet’s early geology.  
 
“This is bigger than finding any dinosaur,” Chatterjee said. “This is what we’ve all 
searched for – the Holy Grail of science.” 
 
Thanks to regular and heavy comet and meteorite bombardment of Earth’s surface during 
its formative years 4 billion years ago, the large craters left behind not only contained 
water and the basic chemical building blocks for life, but also became the perfect crucible 
to concentrate and cook these chemicals to create the first simple organisms. 
 
He will present his findings Oct. 30 during the 125th Anniversary Annual Meeting of the 
Geological Society of America in Denver.  
 
As well as discovering how ancient animals flew, Chatterjee discovered the Shiva 
Meteorite Crater, which was created by a 25-mile-wide meteorite that struck off the coast 
of India. This research concluded this giant meteorite wreaked havoc simultaneously with 
the Chicxulub meteorite strike near Mexico, finishing the dinosaurs 65 million years ago.  
 
Ironically, Chatterjee’s latest research suggests meteorites can be givers of life as well as 
takers. He said that meteor and comet strikes likely brought the ingredients and created 
the right conditions for life on our planet. By studying three sites containing the world’s 
oldest fossils, he believes he knows how the first single-celled organisms formed in 
hydrothermal crater basins. 
 
“When the Earth formed some 4.5 billion years ago, it was a sterile planet inhospitable to 
living organisms,” Chatterjee said. “It was a seething cauldron of erupting volcanoes, 
raining meteors and hot, noxious gasses. One billion years later, it was a placid, watery 
planet teeming with microbial life – the ancestors to all living things.” 



Recipe for Living 
 
“For may years, the debate on the origins of life centered on the chemical evolution of 
living cells from organic molecules by natural processes. Chatterjee said life began in 
four steps of increasing complexity – cosmic, geological, chemical and biological.  
 
In the cosmic stage, a still-forming Earth and our solar system took a daily pounding 
from rocky asteroids and icy comets between 4.1 to 3.8 billion years ago. Plate tectonics, 
wind and water have hidden evidence of this early onslaught on our planet, but ancient 
craters on the surfaces of Mars, Venus, Mercury and our moon show just how heavy the 
meteorite showers once were. 
 
Larger meteorites that created impact basins of about 350 miles in diameter inadvertently 
became the perfect crucibles, he said. These meteorites also punched through the Earth’s 
crust, creating volcanically driven geothermal vents. Also, they brought the basic 
building blocks of life that could be concentrated and polymerized in the crater basins. 
 
After studying the environments of the oldest fossil-containing rocks on Earth in 
Greenland, Australia and South Africa, Chatterjee said these could be remnants of ancient 
craters and may be the very spots where life began in deep, dark and hot environments. 
  
Because of Earth’s perfect proximity to the sun, the comets that crashed here melted into 
water and filled these basins with water and more ingredients. This gave rise to the 
geological stage. As these basins filled, geothermal venting heated the water and created 
convection, causing the water to move constantly and create a thick primordial soup.  
 
“The geological stage provides special dark, hot, and isolated environments of the crater 
basins with the hydrothermal vent systems that served as incubators for life,” he said. 
“Segregation and concentration of organic molecules by convective currents took place 
here, something like the kinds we find on the ocean floor, but still very different. It was a 
bizarre and isolated world that would seem like a vision of hell with the foul smells of 
hydrogen sulfide, methane, nitric oxide and steam that provided life-sustaining energy.” 
 
Then began the chemical stage, Chatterjee said. The heat churning the water inside the 
craters mixed chemicals together and caused simple compounds to grow into larger, more 
complex ones.  
 
Protecting Important Information 
 
Most likely, pores and crevices on the crater basins acted as scaffolds for concentrations 
of simple RNA and protein molecules, he said. Unlike a popular theory that believes 
RNA came first and proteins followed, Chatterjee believes RNA and proteins emerged 
simultaneously and were encapsulated and protected from the environment.  
 
“The dual origin of the ‘RNA/protein’ world is more plausible in the vent environments 
than the popular ‘RNA world,’” he said. “RNA molecules are very unstable. In vent 
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environments, they would decompose quickly. Some catalysts, such as simple proteins, 
were necessary for primitive RNA to replicate and metabolize. On the other hand, amino 
acids, from which proteins are made, are easier to make than RNA components.” 
 
The question remains how loose RNA and protein material floating in this soup protected 
itself in a membrane. Chatterjee believes University of California professor David 
Deamer’s hypothesis that membranous material existed in the primordial soup. Deamer 
isolated fatty acid vesicles from the Murchison meteorite that fell in 1969 in Australia. 
The cosmic fatty bubbles extracted from the meteorite mimic cell membranes.  
 
“Meteorites brought this fatty lipid material to early Earth,” Chatterjee said. “This fatty 
lipid material floated on top of the water surface of crater basins but moved to the bottom 
by convection currents. At some point in this process during the course of millions of 
years, this fatty membrane could have encapsulated simple RNA and proteins together 
like a soap bubble. The RNA and protein molecules begin interacting and 
communicating. Eventually RNA gave way to DNA – a much more stable compound – 
and with the development of the genetic code, the first cells divided.”  
 
The final stage – the biological stage – represents the origin of replicating cells as they 
began to store, process and transmit genetic information to their daughter cells, Chatterjee 
said. Infinite combinations took place, and countless numbers must have failed to 
function before the secret of replication was broken and the proper selection occurred.  
 
“These self-sustaining first cells were capable of Darwinian evolution,” he said. “The 
emergence of the first cells on the early Earth was the culmination of a long history of 
prior chemical, geological and cosmic processes.”  
 
Chatterjee also believes that modern RNA-viruses and protein-rich prions that cause 
deadly diseases probably represent the evolutionary legacy of primitive RNA and protein 
molecules. They may be the oldest cellular particles that predated the first cellular life. 
Once cellular life evolved, RNA-viruses and prions became redundant, but survived as 
parasites on the living cells. 
 
The problem with theories on the origins of life is that they don’t propose any 
experiments that lead to the emergence of cells, Chatterjee said. However, he suggested 
an experiment to recreate the ancient prebiotic world and support or refute his theory. 
 
“If future experiments with membrane-bound RNA viruses and prions result in the 
creation of a synthetic protocell, it may reflect the plausible pathways for the emergence 
of life on early Earth,” he said. 
 
What: Paper No. 300-5: Impact, RNA-Protein World and the Endoprebiotic Origin of 
Life https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2013AM/webprogram/Paper222699.html 
 
When and Where: 8 a.m.-noon Oct. 30, Colorado Convention Center Mile High Ballroom 
1EF. 

https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2013AM/webprogram/Paper222699.html


  
CONTACT: Sankar Chatterjee, Horn Professor of Geosciences, curator of 
paleontology at the Museum of Texas Tech, (806) 787-4332, or 
sankar.chatterjee@ttu.edu.  

mailto:Sankar.chatterjee@ttu.edu
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First Friday Art Trail Showcases Pop-up Flash Gallery  
   
WHAT:  Texas Tech University School of Art will showcase paintings, prints, 

sculptures and mixed media artwork along with event pictures and 
statements documenting “BOX: Artists Pondering Compartmentalization.” 

 
WHEN: 6 - 9 p.m. Friday (Nov. 1) during First Friday Art Trail 
 
WHERE: School of Art’s Satellite Gallery at LHUCA (Fifth Street and Avenue J) 
 
EVENT: The display will reprise and document the original exhibition of works 

featured Oct. 12 in Marfa by Texas Tech graduate students and alumni. 
The original display was a pop-up flash gallery within a 26-foot box truck. 
Two-site specific installations were created for BOX, including 
“Experience” by Derek Glenn Martin, a candidate for a master’s of fine 
arts in ceramics. The outside of the truck was coated with a mix of clay. 
Inside the truck, a 25-foot sculpture framework was filled with real and 
imagined rejection letters presented by “The Rejection Collective,” which 
is an artist group formed of Texas Tech School of Art master’s students 
and alumni.  

 
The exhibition is free and open to the public.  

 
The exhibitions, speakers and related programs at Landmark Arts and the 
Texas Tech School of Art are made possible, in part, by grants from the 
Helen Jones Foundation and The CH Foundation.  

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Joe Arredondo, director of landmark arts, School of Art, College of 
Visual & Performing Art, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3825, or 
joe.arredondo@ttu.edu. 

 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Texas Tech Competes in Gameday Recycling Challenge 
   
WHAT: Texas Tech University is registered to compete in the Gameday Recycling 

Challenge, a competition to promote waste reduction at football games. 
 
WHEN: Saturday (Nov. 2) game against Oklahoma State University  
 
WHERE: Recyclable material will be collected at tailgating areas, Jones AT&T 

Stadium, the Frazier Alumni Pavilion and the Athletic Training Center.  
 
EVENT: Texas Tech University Student Housing and other organizations on 

campus plan to collect aluminum, plastic and glass. Bags will be 
distributed to tailgaters and they will be asked to place recyclables in the 
bags to be picked up after the game.  

 
Volunteers are needed to help collect recyclables in the tailgate areas, 
Raider Alley, Raider Gate, the Athletic Training Center and the Jones 
AT&T stadium. Volunteers will be given a t-shirt, drink and hot dog 
coupon to be used at the stadium. Volunteering is open to all faculty, staff 
and students.  

 
If interested in being involved in the event, email 
housing.gogreen@ttu.edu. For more information on the Gameday 
Recycling Challenge, visit http://gamedaychallenge.org.  

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Melanie Tatum, unit manager, University Student Housing, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-1570, or m.tatum@ttu.edu. 

 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu
mailto:housing.gogreen@ttu.edu
http://gamedaychallenge.org/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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College of Media & Communication Honors Nationally Recognized Alumnus 
 
Texas Tech University’s College of Media & Communication will honor alumnus and 
nationally recognized entrepreneur Ron Askew at its annual Hall of Fame Luncheon at 
11:30 a.m. Friday (Nov. 1) at the McKenzie-Merket Alumni Center.  
 
With more than 30 years of experience, Askew held the titles of chairman, CEO, CMO, 
board member and entrepreneur.  His work was recognized as Best-in-Class by the Wall 
Street Journal, Ad Age, Promo Magazine, The Hub Magazine and Sporting News. 
 
After graduating from Texas Tech with a Bachelor of Arts in advertising and a minor in 
marketing, Askew started his career at Frito-Lay. Within nine years he went from assistant 
production manager to marketing vice president and, at the time, was the youngest person 
to achieve the vice president title at PepsiCo. While at Frito-Lay, Askew successfully 
introduced 18 new products including Ruffles, Cool Ranch Doritos and SunChips. 
 
Askew previously was the chairman and CEO for TracyLocke. There, he engineered the 
expansion of Omnicom’s TracyLocke brand to have a global footprint.  His markets 
included London, Paris, Dubai and Mumbai. He oversaw $400 million in billing across 27 
clients and increased their revenues, while training a new business team and winning six 
straight pitches.  
 

Askew also had the time to create and be CEO of The Integer Group and SQ Partners. The 
Integer Group within eight years grew to 15 offices and more than 750 employees. 
Integer’s client roster included Coca-Cola, Visa and McDonald’s.  
 
Currently, Askew is founder and president of SQ Partners, a business and non‐profit 
advisory group specializing in helping agencies gain and retain clients, working emerging 
companies and positioning themselves for acquisition.  
 
For more information about the College of Media & Communication, visit 
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc or call (806) 742-6500.     
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Melissa Wofford, director of marketing, College of Media & 
Communication, (806) 834-2643, melissa.wofford@ttu.edu  

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:melissa.wofford@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech College of Education Offers Minor in Coaching 
New combination of courses targets rural multitasking teachers. 

 
Meet Travis, who has been teaching in a small rural West Texas school for about eight 
years. He has taught history, world geography, junior high and high school band, and was 
the UIL coach for seven subjects. He also assisted coaching with junior high and junior 
varsity football and varsity and JV boys’ basketball. And that was just his first year. 
 
This scenario is real life for many teachers in rural schools, but Texas Tech University’s 
College of Education is initiating a program to better prepare aspiring teachers for the 
multiple tasks one likely will have to take on in a smaller school. 
 
Beginning in the spring the college will offer its multidisciplinary studies major – which is 
what most teacher candidates earn – with a minor in coaching. The effort is a partnership 
with the Department of Health, Exercise, and Sport Sciences (HESS). 
 
“The idea came from trying to place our teacher candidates with high school teachers in 
our rural partner districts,” said Doug Hamman, director of teacher education. 
“Traditionally, we want a placement where teachers work in classrooms all day so that our 
teacher candidates can have a complete clinical experience. But many of the secondary 
teachers in the rural districts are in the classroom for only half the day, and on the field or 
court for the other half. They work all day with kids, but it isn’t always in a classroom 
setting.”  
 
Hamman said it occurred to him that so many of their teacher candidates want to coach 
almost as much as they want to teach, and the alliance seemed like a perfect match.   
 
“Our partner districts get eager new math or science teacher candidates who will be 
looking for jobs, and the candidates get experience in settings where they can teach and 
coach,” Hamman said. 
 
Hamman is working with Melanie Hart, interim chair of HESS and associate dean in the 
College of Arts and Sciences, to work out the details of the coaching minor, and what 
courses would be most beneficial for someone who wants to coach in middle or high 
school.   
 

mailto:leslie.cranford@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/hess/content/faculty/facultypage/mhart.php


“She had great ideas, and being a former teacher and coach herself, saw the value in this 
option right away,” Hamman said. 
 
The right stuff 
Hamman said they are looking for candidates who want to teach math or science in a 
middle or secondary school; who want to coach sports along with teaching; and who are 
willing to work in a smaller district, like Roosevelt or Smyer Independent School District, 
for instance. He said there is great need for math and science teachers in the rural districts, 
and being able to coach is almost a requirement too. 
 
“We’re looking for smart candidates and ones who want to work with students as a coach,” 
he said. “Often times, colleges of education don’t pay a lot of attention to those who want 
to coach, but coaches play a huge role in the lives of young people every day. I’ve never 
heard of a program like this anywhere.”   
 
In the initial phase, the college is only accepting 15-20 new candidates. Hamman said it is 
a pretty specialized offering that will take a lot of commitment from the candidates.  He 
explained that math and science are harder subjects to be certified in, and the schools are 
farther away from the Texas Tech campus.  
 
“In addition the students have a year-long student teaching appointment along with all that 
that requires, so it won't be easy,” he said.   
 
To apply, students should send email to techteach@ttu.edu indicating their interest in the 
MSCI-coaching minor program. Students interested in starting the program in the spring 
need to apply immediately; and for a fall 2014 start the deadline is April 2. 
 

 Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 
 CONTACT: Doug Hamman, director of teacher education, College of Education, 
 (806) 834-4113 or doug.hamman@ttu.edu; or Lauren Brownell, communications director, 
 (806) 834-5188 or lauren.brownell@ttu.edu. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:techteach@ttu.edu
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:doug.hamman@ttu.edu
mailto:lauren.brownell@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Paleontologist Presents Origin of Life Theory  

at 125th Geological Society of America Meeting 
 
It has baffled humans for millennia: how did life begin on planet Earth? Now, new 
research from a Texas Tech University paleontologist suggests it may have rained from 
the skies and started in the bowels of hell. 
 
Sankar Chatterjee, Horn Professor of Geosciences and curator of paleontology at The 
Museum of Texas Tech University believes he has found the answer by connecting 
theories on chemical evolution with evidence related to our planet’s early geology.  
 
“This is bigger than finding any dinosaur,” Chatterjee said. “This is what we’ve all 
searched for – the Holy Grail of science.” 
 
To read more, visit Texas Tech Today. 
 
CONTACT: Sankar Chatterjee, Horn Professor of Geosciences, curator of 
paleontology at the Museum of Texas Tech, (806) 787-4332, 
or sankar.chatterjee@ttu.edu.  
 
 
 

mailto:john.w.davis@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/2013/10/paleontologist-presents-origin-of-life-theory/
mailto:Sankar.chatterjee@ttu.edu
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The International Cultural Center and Texas Tech School of Art Celebrates 
Día de los Muertos 

 
The International Cultural Center and the School of Art at Texas Tech University will 
celebrate the Mexican holiday of Día de los Muertos with two events. 
 
• To kick off the celebrations, the School of Art welcomes Chicana scholar Judith 

Huacuja to present “Latino & Chicano Activism Embedded with Cultural 
Communities: Día de los Muertos Celebrations.” The lecture will be at 7 p.m. Oct. 31 
in Room B-01 at the School of Art Building. 

 
An associate professor at the University of Dayton, Huacuja investigates the cultural 
histories in African-American and Latin American art of the Midwest. Through her 
teaching and research methods, she examines aesthetics and philosophies in relation 
to minority issues of resistance, activism and integration. 
 

• A Día de los Muertos Procesión takes place on Nov. 1 with the help of the Louise 
Hopkins Underwood Center for the Arts (LHUCA) and the Buddy Holly Center. The 
event features live entertainment and artwork from members of the Texas Tech and 
Lubbock communities. Time and locations of the procesión are as followed: 

 
• 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.: International Cultural Center, 601 Indiana Ave. 
• 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.: Texas Tech School of Art, 18th Street and Flint Avenue 
• 7:30 – 8:30 p.m.: LHUCA, Avenue J and Mac Davis Lane 
• 8:30 – 9:30 p.m.: Buddy Holly Center, 1801 Crickets Ave. 
 

For more information about the event, contact Jane Bell at the International Cultural 
Center at 806-742-3667. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

 
 CONTACT: Jane Bell, senior director, International Cultural Center, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-3667, or jane.bell@ttu.edu.   
 

mailto:lauren.kozlovsky@ttu.edu
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:jane.bell@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Law Advocacy Team Wins State Championship Trophy 
 

Texas Tech University School of Law secured a state championship trophy recently at the Mack 
Kidd Administrative Law Moot Court Competition in Austin.  
 
In addition to its first-place finish, the team – comprising second-year students Jesse Beck of 
Southlake, Brittney Ervin of Canyon and Richard Keeton of Las Vegas, Nev. – won further 
acclaim with Beck’s naming as the “Best Oralist” in the final round and Keeton’s recognition for 
“Best Brief.”  
 
Sponsored by the Texas State Bar’s Administrative and Public Law Section, the competition is 
well attended by law students across the state. The Texas Tech Law team’s success was 
particularly exciting for Luke Reeves (’14), editor-in-chief of the Administrative Law Journal 
published in partnership with the State Bar of Texas.  
 
“Yet again, Professor Sherwin showed how stellar his advocacy program is,” said Reeves. “We 
are very proud of the team and our very own Brittney Ervin, staff editor on Administrative Law 
Journal.” 
 
Alumnae Cara Brewer (’13) and Lauren Murphree (’13) of the Lubbock County Criminal 
District Attorney’s Office were instrumental in preparing the team. Brewer served as the team’s 
coach, and Murphree helped judge the team in practice rounds.  
 
“These exceptional students came to every practice ready to work,” said Brewer, a former 
student advocate. “They were poised and brilliant, and I could not have been more proud of the 
way they represented the law school at this competition.” 
 
Find more information about Texas Tech University School of Law at www.law.ttu.edu. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
Contact: Kari Abitbol, assistant director of communications, Texas Tech School of Law, 
(806) 834-8591, or kari.abitbol@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.law.ttu.edu/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Texas Tech Research: Desert Catchments May Harbor Hidden Water Danger 
The article appears in Wildlife Society Bulletin 

  
Manmade catchments in the Sonoran Desert area of the U.S. originally built to help 
wildlife may be doing more harm than good, as ammonia levels found in them may be 
hazardous to animals and to humans, say researchers from Texas Tech University.  
 
Kerry Griffis-Kyle, assistant professor of wetland ecology in the Department of Natural 
Resources Management; Cristina Bradatan, associate professor of sociology in the 
Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Social Work, both of Texas Tech; and 
Jeffery Kovatch, an assistant professor in the Department of Biological Sciences at 
Marshall University comprise the research team. 
 
Their findings are published in The Wildlife Society Bulletin. 
 
Their research found that water catchments constructed in the Sonoran Desert often have 
levels of ammonia that are in the lethal range for aquatic organisms and may be high 
enough to impact terrestrial wildlife as well as humans. Natural water catchments, also 
called tinajas, did not have elevated ammonia likely because water flows through them 
and does not stagnate to the level that it does in the constructed ones. 
  
“We have pictures of people filling up water jugs and drinking large amounts of this 
water, which takes this from a wildlife management issue into the realm of human 
health” said Griffis-Kyle. “We build these structures to capture water and help wildlife, 
but we may be doing way more harm than good.” 
 
Griffis-Kyle said the natural rock pools, or tinajas, as well as the constructed catchments 
in the Sonoran Desert provide water for a wide variety of organisms. 
 
“In 2012, we monitored water quality and amphibian and dragonfly use of wildlife waters 
in southwestern Arizona,” she said. “We measured ammonia concentrations that 
exceeded the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s guidelines for aquatic life and 
were well above concentrations that cause mortality in amphibians and other aquatic 
organisms.”  
 
Bradatan said it is impossible at this stage to get direct information on what the effect this 
high ammonia concentration has on humans. 

http://myweb.ttu.edu/kerrgrif/
http://www.webpages.ttu.edu/crbradat/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/wsb.358/abstract


“However, we used indirect data to show that there is an increase in the mortality of 
humans crossing through the Sonoran Desert that might be due to this increasing 
concentration of ammonia,” Bradatan said. 
 
Griffis-Kyle said both amphibians and dragonflies had lower species richness in 
catchments than in the tinajas, and amphibian species richness was negatively associated 
with ammonia concentration. The concentrations of ammonia alone cause concern for the 
management of biodiversity, specifically for wetland-dependent organisms. Also, she 
said, ammonia concentrations may be high enough to impact terrestrial organisms of 
economic and conservation importance including humans.  
 
“Ammonia accumulates from the decomposition of organic matter and excrement from 
organisms,” she said. “Whereas flash floods can remove accumulated debris from tinajas, 
there is no natural mechanism to remove organic material from catchments.”  
 
The team’s short paper came from one of those “ah-ha” moments that happens during the 
course of collecting field data and is the first in a series of papers exploring the impacts 
of ammonia on mammals, amphibians, invertebrates and overall biodiversity. 
  
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Kerry Griffis-Kyle, assistant professor, Department of Natural 
Resources Management, (806) 742-2841 or kerry.griffis-kyle@ttu.edu. 
 
  

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Texas Tech’s Media & Communication Honors Five Outstanding Alumni 
   
The College of Media & Communication at Texas Tech University will host the 2013 
Outstanding Alumni Breakfast at 8 a.m. Saturday (Nov. 2) in the McKenzie-Merket 
Alumni Center. 
 
A medallion is given to each honoree, and plaques are retained for display in the Media & 
Communications Building.  
 
This year’s honorees are Jules Andres, Todd Chambers, Brian Gordon, Cathy Conley 
Swofford and Alex Wells. 
 

• Andres graduated with a bachelor’s degree in journalism. She has worked with 
agencies such as Weber Shandwick and Edelman Worldwide, where she was in 
charge of strategic planning and national media relations. Andres was recognized 
both nationally and internationally with awards from the Public Relations Society 
of America and the International ARC.  Currently she is the director of corporate 
communications for Mantel, Inc. and is their external spokesperson, organizes 
corporate affairs and leads their community relation efforts. 

 
• After receiving his bachelor’s degree in journalism and a master’s degree in mass 

communications at Texas Tech, Chambers went to the University of Tennessee for 
his doctoral degree in communications. Since then he has published 29 journal 
articles and presented on 48 conference papers covering topics such as media 
ownership, Spanish-language radio and sports and media sales. In 1999 he returned 
to Texas Tech as a professor and was named department chair of electronic media 
& communications in 2005. Chambers has helped re-launch the student-run radio 
station KTXT-FM as well as launch other student-run media such as EMC Student 
Showcase, The Hub and Double T Insider.  After teaching more than 20 different 
courses in the College of Media and Communications, Chambers has won the 
Innovation in Teaching Ethics, Faculty Recognition Award from Mortar Board and 
the Mass Communication Faculty Member of the Year. Chambers now is the 
department chair for journalism and electronic media & communications.  
 

• Gordon graduated with a bachelor’s degree in journalism from Texas Tech after 
serving as programming and sports director for the campus radio station.  In 1988 
Gordon started an 11-year career with ABC Sports where he worked as a freelance 
production assistant, assistant to the producer, associate producer, associate 



director and producer. During his time at ABC, he worked on four Super Bowls, 
ABC’s College Football, Indianapolis 500 and the PGA Tour. Currently he is the 
vice president of marketing at Brand Content and Distribution.  

 
• Conley Swofford received a bachelor’s degree in journalism and political science 

from Texas Tech. She spent most her career as a journalist for the radio, print and 
broadcast audiences. Conley Swofford covered everything from education to the 
economy to the environment. Her passion for politics drove her to the public 
relations sector of communications and provided media relation services to 
politicians, prosecutors and state senators. Now Conley Swofford and her husband 
David own Conley Swofford Media, a public relations firm in Austin which 
promotes individuals and companies making a difference in their communities and 
world. 
 

• Wells graduated in 2001 with a bachelor’s degree in advertising. In 2002 Wells 
established Aars | Wells, a full-service creative communications firm in Dallas, 
with his business partner Michael Aars.  Now Aars | Wells has more than 200 
clients including names such as BP, AT&T, Cotton Patch Café, The City of 
McKinney and Stream Energy. The firm offers brand development, advertising, 
design, video production and social media services and has received more than 50 
awards for creative excellence. On top of being a principal at the firm, Wells has 
been an active member of the Dallas Chapter of the American Advertising 
Federation and in 2012 he was named “Member of the Year.”  
 

The Media & Communications Outstanding Alumni Awards were instituted in 1981 to 
recognize alumni of Texas Tech who have made outstanding contributions to the field of 
mass communications. Any person, organization, media group or company can make 
nominations for the annual recognition.  
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

 
CONTACT: Melissa Wofford, director of marketing, College of Media & 
Communication, (806) 834-2643, melissa.wofford@ttu.edu 
 

mailto:melissa.wofford@ttu.edu
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Chairmen Lamar Smith, Frank Lucas to Visit Texas Tech Campus 
 
Friday, Nov. 1 

 
WHO: Congressman Lamar Smith (TX-21), Chairman of the Science, Space and 

Technology Committee. 
 
WHAT: Media availability with Chairman Smith and tour of the National Wind 

Institute at Texas Tech University. 
 
WHEN: Tour – 3 p.m., Friday (Nov. 1) 

Media availability – 4 p.m., Friday (Nov. 1)  
 
WHERE: National Wind Institute facilities at Reese Technology Center, Bldg. 250 

9801 Reese Blvd. (Driving directions by Google Maps) 
 

EVENT: Texas Tech officials and Chairman Smith will tour facilities of the 
National Wind Institute and discuss research conducted on behalf of storm 
mitigation and structure improvements to withstand high-wind events. 

 
Saturday, Nov. 2 
 
WHO: Congressman Frank Lucas (OK-3), Chairman of the Agriculture 

Committee. 
 
WHAT: Media availability with Chairman Lucas and tour of the Food Safety Lab 

at Texas Tech. 
 
WHEN: Tour – 10:45 a.m., Saturday (Nov. 2) 

Media may join the tour and availability will follow upon conclusion. 
 
WHERE: Experimental Sciences Building, Texas Tech campus, located directly 

south of the Fuller Track. Upon arrival at the Drive of Champions and 
Canton Ave., media must tell the parking attendant they are there for the 
tour and media availability. 

 
 

https://mapsengine.google.com/map/edit?mid=zQYBvEbOLaTw.krzfaz10enQ0
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EVENT: Texas Tech officials and Chairman Lucas will tour the Food Safety Lab 
and discuss research conducted at the facility. 

 
CONTACT: Chris Cook, Office of Communications & Marketing, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-2136 or chris.cook@ttu.edu. 

mailto:chris.cook@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Employees Receive Distinguished Staff Award 
 
Texas Tech University’s Offices of the Chancellor and President presented the 
Distinguished Staff Awards to 31 university employees on Thursday (Oct. 31) at the 
International Cultural Center.  
 
The Distinguished Staff Awards is a broad-based recognition program that rewards staff 
for hard work, enthusiasm and dedication to Texas Tech. The awards are highly 
competitive and promote greater individual staff recognition across campus. 
 
“These awards recognize the gratitude we have toward Texas Tech staff members and the 
importance of their service,” said Texas Tech President M. Duane Nellis. “We honor 
these university employees and thank them for providing an environment of success for 
our faculty and students.”  
 
The Matador Award recipients are emerging leaders who make significant contributions 
to the university, advocate teamwork and exemplify excellence. Recipients include: 

• Bradley Gonzales, School of Law 
• Amy Kim, University Libraries  
• Candice Rice, Human Resources 
• Brandi Schreiber, Student Disability Services 
• Heather Thomas, Office of Research Services 

 
Recipients of the Masked Rider Award demonstrate initiative for improving efficiencies 
through creativity, innovation, flexibility and being an example for the university. 
Recipients include: 

• Patrick Haden, Operations 
• Shannon Jones, University Libraries 
• Deanna McKinin, College of Arts & Sciences 
• Carol Scott, Student Disability Services 
• Nita Scott, College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources 

 
The President’s Award of Excellence recipients are recognized for their leadership 
abilities. Recipients include: 

• Michael Gunn, Student Government Association  
• Erin Justyna, Center for Active Learning & Undergraduate Engagement  
• Jodi Martin, College of Human Sciences  



• Tonya Pinkerton, Sponsored Programs Accounting & Reporting 
 
The Chancellor’s Colonel Rowan Award for Execution is awarded to recipients who 
go above and beyond when accomplishing tasks and projects. Recipients include:  

• Peter Rook, Recreational Sports 
• Debbie Starcher, College of Engineering 

 
The Chancellor’s Award for Excellence recipients are recognized for their service and 
commitment to achieving Texas Tech’s goals by increasing productivity and efficiency, 
motivating employees to excel and contributing to a service-oriented environment. 
Recipients include: 

• Kay Hill, College of Arts & Sciences 
• Kim Mills, College of Arts & Sciences 

 
The Extra Mile Award is a new category this year and recognizes staff members who 
demonstrated selfless initiative and excelled in the responsibilities of their position. 
Recipients include:  

• Ruben Garza, Transportation & Parking Services 
• Daniel Perez, Transportation & Parking Services 

 
Additionally, two Guns Up Team Awards were given to staff members within Student 
Disability Services and University Student Housing. The award recognized teams who 
demonstrate an ability to foster collaboration, communication and cooperation among 
colleagues.  

• Student Disability Services: Shelley Ducatt, Terri Greene, Ruben Mallory, 
Tamara Mancini, Larry Phillippe, Carolyn Stephens, Virginia Trevino, James 
Whitfield  

• University Student Housing: Erika Bowles, RicEsha Clar, Drew Jahr 
 
Recipients were nominated electronically to ensure anonymity. The nominations were 
completed by other Texas Tech staff members and selected by a committee comprising 
past award recipients, and the Offices of the Chancellor and President.  
 

 Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 
 CONTACT: Karen Hopkins, Human Resources Talent Development, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-0530, or karen.hopkins@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech Physicist Discovers Black Holes in Globular  

Star Clusters Upsetting 40 Years of Theory 
 
A Texas Tech University astrophysicist was part of a team of researchers that discovered 
the first examples of black holes in globular star clusters in our own galaxy, upsetting 40 
years of theories against their possible existence. 
 
Tom Maccarone, an associate professor of physics, said the team detected the existence 
of the black holes by using an array of radio telescopes to pick up a certain type of radio 
frequency released by these black holes as they eat a star next to them. 
 
The results were published in The Astrophysical Journal and featured in the National 
Radio Astronomy Observatory’s  ENews news bulletin. 
 
Globular star clusters are large groupings of stars thought to contain some of the oldest 
stars in the universe. In the same distance from our sun to the nearest neighbor, Proxima 
Centauri, its nearest neighbor, these globular star clusters could have a million to tens of 
millions of stars, Maccarone said.   
 
“The stars can collide with one another in that environment,” Maccarone said. “The old 
theory believed that the interaction of stars was thought to kick out any black holes that 
formed. They would interact with each other and slingshot black holes out of the cluster 
until they were all gone.” 
 
He compared it to water vapor coming off a hot cup of coffee. As some water molecules 
get hot enough to turn to steam, they are let go from their environment to float off into 
the atmosphere even though the coffee may be below the boiling temperature of water 
 
The old theory stated that the stars would kick the black holes out in the same fashion – 
occasionally, some black holes would have enough energy to escape the cluster, and 
gradually, they all would leave. 
 
While the theory may still be displaced, Maccarone said it might still be somewhat true. 
Black holes might still get kicked out of globular star clusters, but at a much slower rate 
than initially believed. 
 
In 2007, Maccarone made the first discovery of a black hole in a globular star cluster in 
the neighboring NGC4472 galaxy. But rather than finding it by using radio waves, 



Maccarone found it by seeing an X-ray emission from the gas falling into the black hole 
and heating up to a few million degrees. 
 
“Six years ago I had made the first discoveries in other galaxies,” he said. “It’s 
surprisingly easier to find them in other galaxies than in our own, even though they’re a 
thousand times as far away as these in our own galaxy are.” 
 
This year, he and his team discovered two examples of globular star clusters in our own 
galaxy which host black holes by finding radio emission by using the Very Large Array 
of radio telescopes in New Mexico.  
 
“As the black hole eats a star, these jets of material are coming out,” he said. “Most of the 
material falls into the black hole, but some is thrown outwards in a jet. To see that jet of 
material, we look for a radio emission. We found a few radio emissions coming from this 
globular star cluster that we couldn’t explain any other way.” 
 
Maccarone said seeing black holes in globular clusters may provide a way for them to get 
close enough to one another to merge into bigger black holes. 
 
“These mergers may produce the ‘ripples in spacetime’ we call gravitational waves,” he 
said. “Trying to detect gravitational waves is one of the biggest problems in physics right 
now, because it would be the strongest test of whether Einstein’s theory of relativity is 
correct.” 
 
Other researchers included Laura Chomiuk and Jay Strader at Michigan State University; 
James Miller-Jones at Perth Curtin University in Perth, Australia; Craig Heinke at 
University of Alberta in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada; Eva Noyola at the University of 
Texas at Austin; Anil Seth at University of Utah; and Scott Ransom at the National Radio 
Astronomy Observatory in Charlottesville ,Virginia. 
 
CONTACT: Tom Maccarone, associate professor, Department of Physics, Texas 
Tech University, (781) 816-0707 or thomas.maccarone@ttu.edu. 
 



Alumni Profile 
 
Donna Brauchi 
Home Economics Education, BS, 1972 
Home Economics, MS, 1980 
Pampa, Texas 
 
By Megan Ketterer  
 
Through her continued support of Texas Tech University College of Human Sciences, Donna 
Brauchi always keeps the success of the college at the top of her mind.  
 
Brauchi earned her bachelor’s degree in home economics education in 1972 and decided to go 
back to school for her master’s in home economics in 1980. 
 
“Texas Tech and specifically the College of Human Sciences will always be close to my heart 
because that is where the foundation of my career was established,” Brauchi said.  
 
Currently, she serves as the executive director of GrayCares Living at Home, Inc., a nonprofit 
organization providing nonmedical and independent living services for people ages 65 and older. 
Brauchi recruits, trains and manages volunteers; manages fund development and management; 
assists with publicity and public information; and works with the board of directors.  
 
Her career began as a county extension agent for family and consumer sciences for Texas 
Cooperative Extension Service, where she worked from 1973 to 1997. Then she became the 
district extension director for family and consumer sciences in the Panhandle district with the 
same organization from 1997 to 2003. After, she began a job as district extension administrator 
for the organization until 2007, marking 35 years of service with Texas Cooperative Extension 
Service.  
 
Brauchi is a member of the Texas Tech Alumni Association, as well as a lifetime member in the 
National Association of Extension Home Economists and the National 4-H Agents Association. 
She is a past member and Northwest district director of the Texas Association of Family and 
Consumer Sciences. Brauchi is involved on the board of directors for Pampa Meals on Wheels 
and served as a president.  
 
“I never wanted to attend any other university,” Brauchi said. “There has never been a day I 
haven’t used my knowledge, skills and life lessons gained through my university experiences.”  
 
She and her husband Ronnie have two sons and six grandchildren.  
 



Alumni Profile 
Dr. Tyra Carter 
Food and Nutrition, BS, 1974 
Food and Nutrition, MS, 1978 
Family and Consumer Science Education., Ph.D., 2005 
Lubbock, Texas 
 
By Grace Acuña  
 
Growing up in Slaton, Tyra Carter always dreamed of becoming a Red Raider.  Today she is a 
Texas Tech University alumna and still only a 15-minute drive away from campus. 
 
Dr. Carter earned her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in food and nutrition in 1974 and 1978, 
respectively.  She has more than 25 years experience in academic nutrition education; teaching 
courses in medical nutrition therapy, food evaluating and testing, and recipe development.  Dr. 
Carter also has worked in the private sector specializing in patients with diabetes, gastrointestinal 
disorders and weight issues.  Most recently she was the corporate dietitian at United 
Supermarkets, LLC.  
 
“I was awestruck when I found out I was being honored,” said Dr. Carter. “I kind of forgot I was 
nominated, so when I got the call I was thrilled, yet humbled by the experience.” 
 
Dr. Carter stays updated with developments in her field by being a member of numerous 
professional organizations on local, state and national levels.  Her love for learning brought her 
back to Texas Tech, and in 2005 she completed a doctorate in Family and Consumer Science 
Education.  
 
Dr. Carter keeps Texas Tech in her life by giving dietary presentations to student organizations 
and judging 4-H competitions.  Most recently she collaborated with faculty on a research project 
to evaluate supermarkets as a prime location for nutrition education and lifestyle modification.   
 
In her free time Dr. Carter likes to tailgate at Texas Tech football games with her family, and 
enjoys cooking and quilting while at home. Spending time with family is a priority, joy, and 
blessing of her life. 
 
“My grandchildren are totally Red Raiders; they already have my granddaughter in a little 
cheerleading outfit,” Dr. Carter said. “Texas Tech has played a big role in the education of all of 
my family.” 
 



She and her husband Neill have two sons—all of whom have multiple degrees and advanced 
education from Texas Tech.   



Alumni Profile 
 
Greg Snodgrass 
Human Development and Family Studies, BS, 2008 
Social Work, MS, Texas State University, 2012 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin  
 
By Lauren Koslovsky  
 
Texas Tech University graduate and advocate Greg Snodgrass continues to share his story across the 
country about his recovery from substance abuse due to the help of Texas Tech’s Collegiate Recovery 
Community (CRC) program. 
 
“I have been clean for nine years, and will be clean for 10 in June,” Snodgrass said. “Texas Tech changed 
my life and taught me how to live in a healthy way by giving me this life-changing opportunity through 
CRC.” 
 
Snodgrass was a purchasing director for a company in his 20s. He came to Texas Tech after treatment and 
stumbled upon the CRC program.  
 
He earned his bachelor’s degree in human development and family studies in 2008, followed by his 
master’s in social work from Texas State University in 2012. 
 
Currently, Snodgrass is the director of CRC at the University of Alabama. He was asked to replicate the 
CRC program from the Center for Study of Addiction and Recovery at Texas Tech through its model 
program that brings CRC to campuses nationwide.  
 
“We replicated the program at the University of Alabama to give students the chance to come back to 
school, get help and finish their education,” Snodgrass said. “There is no other way I would be doing 
what I am doing now 10 years ago if it wasn’t for this program.”  
 
Snodgrass is still a Red Raider at heart and wears his colors proudly in Alabama country. He continues to 
give back to Texas Tech by speaking to students about his struggles and how he received a second chance 
through CRC. Several universities across the U.S. have since implemented the program to assist college 
students. 
 
He is thankful for the help and support he received from faculty members during his eight-year journey at 
Texas Tech.  



Alumni Profile 

Kathryn S. Keim 
Nutrition, Ph.D., 1983 
Chicago, IL 

By Callie Jones  

Dr. Kathryn Keim has dedicated the past 30 years to clinical nutrition and dietetics in higher 
education; a passion that began at Texas Tech University, where she received her Ph.D. These 
days, she trains future registered dietitians and scientists in the field of nutrition education and 
behavior at Rush University Medical Center in Chicago. 

“I am honored to receive this award,” Keim said. “Earning my Ph.D. at Texas Tech is what 
really got me on my path in higher education and I learned a lot while there.” 

Dr. Keim came to Texas Tech after receiving her Bachelor’s degree at the University of 
Minnesota in home economics education and her Master’s degree at the University of Nebraska 
in food and nutrition. She earned her doctorate in nutrition with a minor in physiology at Texas 
Tech in the College of Human Sciences. Her thesis studied the effects of glucose, insulin and 
lipase activity of rats fed chromium from beef and soy. 

After receiving her doctorate at Texas Tech, Dr. Keim began her career as an instructor in the 
Department of Food and Nutrition at Texas Tech. She went on to work at Louisiana State 
University, University of Illinois, University of Idaho, Colorado State University, Oklahoma 
State University and Rush University Medical Center, where she currently is a professor in the 
Department of Clinical Nutrition. She has advised more than 100 students in nutrition and 
dietetics and published many peer-reviewed articles as well as secured numerous grants and 
contracts for her research.  

Dr. Keim is a registered dietitian and a licensed dietitian nutritionist for the Illinois Department 
of Financial and Professional Regulation. She is involved with the American Diabetes 
Association, the American Association of Diabetes Educators, the Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics and Society for Nutrition Education and Behavior.  

She remains tied to the Lubbock community as her husband, Dr. Kent Keim currently located in 
Lubbock as South Region Breeding Stations Lead with Dow AgroSciences and PhytoGen. The 
Keims have one son and a grandson. 

“The opportunities I had at Texas Tech were fantastic,” Dr. Keim said. “Working on two 
federally funded research projects was a great learning experience. The two projects met my 
career needs at that time of increasing my skill in nutritional biochemistry and my passion of 
working with people with diabetes.”  



Alumni Profile 

Thomas Milholland 
Family Studies, Ph.D., 1979 
Abilene, Texas 

By Callie Jones  

For more than thirty years after receiving his doctorate in the College of Human Sciences at 
Texas Tech University, Dr. Thomas Milholland has contributed to the field of marriage and 
family therapy in West Texas. 

While working for a church in Lubbock in the 1970s, Dr. Milholland was encouraged to continue 
his education at Texas Tech in an area of service and outreach. He had previously received his 
bachelor’s degree from Oklahoma Christian University and his master’s degree from Texas 
A&M Commerce.  

Upon receiving his doctorate in family studies with an emphasis in couple and family therapy, 
Dr. Milholland began working in his field at Abilene Christian University, where he continues to 
work today both as a professor of marriage and family therapy and as assistant provost for 
institutional effectiveness. His goal is to train students so that they are well-equipped to pursue a 
terminal degree in family studies at Texas Tech. 

“My Texas Tech education and the mentoring from my professors served to equip me to teach 
and serve in the field of MFT,” Dr. Milholland said. “Texas Tech gave me the opportunity to 
grow in mind and spirit led by a faculty that truly cares about each student. I feel a deep loyalty 
to those teachers and fellow students, both then and now, to be the very best we can be in our 
field.” 

Beyond the classroom, Dr. Milholland is a clinical fellow with the American Association of 
Marriage and Family Therapy as well as a member of the Texas Association of Marriage and 
Family Therapy. He serves as a site visitor and chair for the Commission for Marriage and 
Family Therapy Education; and site visitor and chair for the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission on Colleges. He previously served as the first chair of the Texas State 
Board of Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists.  

This is Dr. Milholland’s second recognition by Texas Tech. He was previously selected as an 
outstanding alumnus of the College of Human Sciences. 

“I am honored to be considered for this award by the university, college, department and my 
colleagues at Texas Tech,” Dr. Milholland said. “I always wanted to be viewed as a competent 
professional that was willing to give back to those who gave so much to me. Many of those 
individuals are no longer at Texas Tech, but their work lives on in their students and that is my 
desire. 



Dr. Milholland lives in Abilene with his wife Sandra. They have two children and five 
grandchildren. 
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College of Media & Communication Introduces Social Media Lab 
The Outpost provides students social media training, application and analysis.  

By Grace Acuña 
   
According to a 2012 report from Nielsen, people spend 20 percent more time on social 
media sites than any other category of site. Texas Tech University’s College of Media & 
Communication (COMC) is capitalizing on this popularity with its Outpost Social Media 
Lab.  
 
The Outpost, which opened last semester, is a social media command center powered by 
HootSuite Enterprise, a social media monitoring program used by most major companies. 
Texas Tech is the first college to have access to the demo program, which gives any 
student in the COMC full HootSuite program functionalities.  
 
“Social media has become a go-to communication channel for consumers and it has 
completely changed the industry,” said Trent Seltzer, chairman of the Department of 
Public Relations. “We’re trying to be responsive to that by adding these kinds of facilities, 
and training students on social media tools. 
 
“I have not heard of any programs that have invested in space and resources to develop a 
command center setup. We may be the first college of media and communication that has 
one entirely in-house.”  
 
Students in the lab conduct live monitoring of news and events to provide real-time 
analysis of public reaction across the social web, as well as engage the audience and create 
content.  
 
Outpost manager and graduate student, Trevor Bell, also has begun using the lab resources 
to reach out to the community. He offers workshops for on- and off-campus organizations 
about being safe and representing a personal brand on social media.  
 
“Social media is good for these students because it allows them to join in on conversations 
they usually wouldn’t have been able to.” Bell said. “I’m not trying to scare them, but I’m 
trying to prepare them.” 
 
Recently, Bell made presentations for students from area-wide high schools and junior 
highs, and Texas Tech’s PEGASUS and Upward Bound programs. 
 
“It’s a good way to connect with friends and get their opinions out there,” Bell said. “It’s 
really important for them to realize that this is actually an intricate part of their lives and 
employers and colleges are now looking at profiles.” 



 
Since its opening last March, the Outpost provided social media monitoring and 
engagement assistance for the 2013 Texas Tech Relay for Life, Institute for Hispanic and 
International Communication’s Reaching Audience conference, the 2013 Association for 
Politics and the Life Sciences conference, and during some popular television shows’ fall 
premieres.   
 
“I would like it to continue to grow and expand the opportunity for students,” Seltzer said.  
“For the students who want to take advantage of it, it gives them a taste of how social 
media works in the industry.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Expert: Oswald Lone Gunman, Despite Conspiracy Theorists  
Kennedy assassination shouldn’t shoulder entire responsibility as America’s turning point. 

By John Davis 
 
The whodunit lists read like alphabet soup: The CIA, the KGB, the FBI and LBJ. Don’t forget 
Fidel Castro and the Mafia. After 50 years, conspiracy theorists haven’t changed their most 
wanted lists.  
 
However, investigations in the past 10 years point squarely to Lee Harvey Oswald as the lone 
gunman, said one Texas Tech University expert. 
 
“Conspiracy theorists have at least seven favorite suspects, some working together, and countless 
theories on how the assassination was carried out,” said Sean Cunningham, an associate 
professor of history.  “If you visit Dealey Plaza in Dallas, you’ll likely find dozens of self-
employed conspiracy ‘tour guides’ who claim to know the ‘real truth’ of what happened. They 
may try to convince you that a gunman fired from the gutters or that the limo driver did it. The 
fact is that the John F. Kennedy assassination continues to captivate the imagination and has 
become a multi-million-dollar-a-year industry. There’s a great amount of investment in keeping 
conspiracies alive.” 
 
As the years have gone by, Cunningham said more people have shed the conspiracy theories and 
embraced the lone gunman theory. New technology and revelations in the past 10 to 15 years 
have all pointed to Oswald as the only guilty party. 
 
“Forensic science and technology have come a long, long way in recent years,” he said. “Today, 
we know far more about how different types of bullets travel once fired and what they do to 
different types of materials upon impact. Researchers have gone to great lengths in an attempt to 
‘recreate’ the assassination, and in virtually every study that I’m aware of, the results of those 
recreations confirm that Kennedy was killed by a lone gunman firing from the sixth floor of the 
Texas School Book Depository. Forensic scientists have reexamined autopsy photos, x-rays of 
the President’s brain, and all of them point to a single shooter firing from behind. The scientific 
community is almost unanimous in this conclusion.” 
 
One fact people don’t typically realize is that JFK struggled with a number of physical ailments, 
including Addison’s disease. 
 
“He was constantly receiving injections of cortisone and other steroid injections, along with 
other medications, and he wore a back brace,” Cunningham said. “You can’t understand the 
bullet wounds he suffered without understanding that he was wearing a back brace, which 
propped him up and made him an easier target. It limited his movement.” 
 
Cunningham says the JFK and Lincoln assassinations hold an allure that McKinley and 
Garfield’s assassination do not – national drama. 
 
“Abraham Lincoln was the first U.S. president to be assassinated, and that happened days after 
General Lee’s surrender at Appomattox,” he said. “The nation hadn’t begun to recover from the 



Civil War, and the assassination was a horrifying end to a horrifying struggle. With Kennedy, the 
entire event was broadcast on television, and this was the first opportunity for the relatively new 
medium to cover an event of this magnitude. The JFK assassination was, therefore, one of the 
nation’s first collective experiences.” 
 
Following the assassination, Mrs. Kennedy spent a significant amount of energy to construct a 
legacy for her husband that mirrored Abraham Lincoln’s, helping to cement Kennedy’s place in 
history, Cunningham said.  She used Lincoln’s funeral as a model. As Lincoln was described as 
The Great Emancipator, she worked to portray her husband as a supporter and champion of the 
less fortunate and of the early Civil Rights Movement. 
 
And though the Kennedy assassination did play a part in the changing of America’s trust and 
belief in itself, more complex issues bubbled under the surface long before, he said.  
 
Trouble had brewed in Vietnam since the Truman years, and the Civil Rights Movement had 
begun in the ’50s.  
 
“This event is the baby-boom generation’s 9/11,” he said. “People point to Nov. 22, 1963, as a 
turning point – as the end of American innocence. But so many other things contributed to the 
unraveling of American confidence during the ’60s, including Vietnam and civil rights. It’s a 
much longer, more complicated story than people realize.”  
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Graduate Student Thrives in Agriculture at the National Level 
Faith Jurek was elected as the National ACT President. 

By Grace Acuña  
 
Texas Tech University student Faith Jurek was introduced to the agriculture world when 
she moved to Texas in seventh grade.  
 
Now she’s president of the National Agriculture Communicators of Tomorrow (ACT).  
 
Jurek moved to Texas from Delaware, she immediately joined the National FFA 
organization after being inspired by her FFA adviser.  
 
“It was kind of a melting pot when I moved to Texas,” said Jurek, a graduate student in 
agricultural communications from Goldthwaite. I got involved in my local FFA chapter 
and was given the opportunity to do some public speaking,”  
 
After actively participating in FFA and in the journalism-based UIL competitions 
throughout high school, Jurek decided she would put the two together and pursue a career 
in agricultural communications.  
 
“I thought it would be cool to go to school somewhere that had a really awesome 
agricultural communications program,” Jurek said. “Since Texas Tech has such a great 
program and awesome professors, I knew it was just the best choice for me.”  
 
National ACT is a collegiate organization which develops and strengthens agricultural 
communication students through professional opportunities and educational programs. 
 
Jurek first became involved with the Texas Tech’s local ACT chapter as a freshman after 
attending Ag Fest, an annual a back-to-school event for students to get involved in 
agriculture organizations.  
 
“ACT is a really cool organization to be a part of as far as agricultural communications 
goes,” Jurek said.  
 
While an undergraduate, she served as president and secretary in the local chapter and 
secretary/treasurer at the national level. 
 
“ACT in general has a special place in my heart,” Jurek said. “I’ve gained invaluable 
experiences through the organization and just by holding leadership roles on the local level 
here at Texas Tech.” 
 



Jurek said it is an honor to serve as president this year, especially after being selected by 
collegiate members from all over the nation.  National ACT officer candidates are selected 
based on their dedication to the agriculture industry, leadership and ACT involvement at 
the local level.  
 
The current national officer team includes students from Ohio State University, Texas 
A&M University and Tarleton State University. Jurek said she feels Texas Tech helped 
prepare her for this position.  
 
“Between all of my classes, extra-curricular opportunities and mentor experiences, I feel 
100 confident that Texas Tech has prepared for this leadership role,” she said.  
 
During her presidency, Jurek wants to create a scholarship program for students and build 
stronger alumni and student relations by creating a mentor program.  
 
Jurek said she is grateful for the opportunities she has received at Texas Tech. 
 
“I could have gone anywhere for college, but as far as the mentors I have had here, the 
organizations I have been a part of,  and the curriculum taught, it’s just perfect,” she said. 
“Being the National ACT president is just the cherry on top.”  
 
 
What has been your favorite memory at Texas Tech? 
 
I would have to say being a member of the 2011 National Champion Meat Judging Team. 
 
Is there a professor or someone who has helped make your time at Texas Tech 
memorable? 
 
In the College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources (CASNR), I think we have a 
really good core group of professors that really focus on their students. For me, Courtney  
Meyers, Erica Irlbeck in agricultural communications—Mark Miller in animal and food 
sciences served me really well in my undergraduate career.   
 
Where is your favorite spot on campus? 
 
 I really enjoy hanging out in the atrium of COWamongus! in the Animal and Food 
Science’s building.  
 
What is your favorite Texas Tech tradition? 
 
I really like the Masked Rider because it has a direct tie to the agriculture industry. 
 
What do you love most about being a Red Raider? 
 
I’ve had such a great experience here it’s hard to pick one thing.  I like how we’re all 
connected here and the support system is huge.  Everyone in CASNR has been so 
supportive of me throughout the years.  
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What would you say to prospective students? 
 
The support system built in here is phenomenal and so are the academics.  I know in 
CASNR our professors are always trying to prepare us for what’s next in the industry and 
give us a sense of job security by providing us with applicable knowledge.  Not to mention 
tradition is really strong here in Red Raider land.  
 
   
 
 
 

 
 



DATE: October 29, 2013 
CONTACT: James Hodgins, james.hodgins@ttu.edu 
       (806) 742-2136  

 
Learning Center a Resource for Faculty to Help Students Succeed 

Stacy Elliott works with students individually to help them succeed academically. 
 
For students, there isn’t much separation between their personal and academic lives. 
Problems in one area often lead to problems in the other. So when a student is struggling, 
there is a place on campus that can help with all sides of the problem. 
 
Stacy Elliott is the Senior Counselor at the Texas Tech Learning Center. In this role, she 
meets privately and one-on-one with students for about an hour each. Elliott works with 
students on everything from time management and study skills to their social life, eating 
habits and stress management.  
 
The Learning Center is a place students can come with questions when they don’t know 
where else to go, Elliott said, such as questions about schedules or Blackboard. 
 
Elliott said many students don’t understand the shift from doing homework in high 
school to studying and learning at a college level. She works with them to help them 
understand what learning looks like and how to measure and monitor their own progress. 
 
“Most students really want to do well in school, they just don’t know how,” she said. “So 
I help them step through the learning process in ways they can understand.” 
 
As a learning specialist, Elliott said she is not only a resource for students, but also for 
advisors, faculty and anyone who works with students on campus.  
 
“Everyone on the Texas Tech campus wants the students to succeed. That’s a given, or 
they wouldn’t be in education,” she said. “They want to help, but they either don’t know 
how or they don’t have the time. When they find out about the services I provide, they 
know they have a resource they can recommend students to utilize for help.” 
 
Katie Langford, associate professor in communication studies, is one such faculty 
member who has used the Learning Center and Elliott’s services in the past. In addition 
to teaching rhetoric courses, Langford teaches Raider Ready, the freshman seminar, and 
works with transfer students through the Tech Transfer Acceleration Program. 
 
After her students meet with Elliot, Langford said the academic side of college just clicks 
with them and they get it. 
 
“She has the ability to speak to students in a way they understand about what they need to 
do in college,” Langford said. “She gets them to understand the differences between high 
school and college and what they need to do to prepare to be successful.” 
 



Langford said Texas Tech has always had a reputation for being very student centered, 
but this is becoming more difficult for faculty with the shift to focus on research.  
 
“Stacy is that avenue to maintain the student-centered focus and perspective,” she said. “I 
tell other faculty that if their students are struggling, there are resources available, and 
one of those is Stacy and the Learning Center.” 
 
The Learning Center also offers drop in peer tutoring for almost every academic subject 
at Texas Tech, Elliott said. The area is open for use for individuals or study groups to use. 
The Learning Center is set up to help students in whatever way they learn best, and 
Elliott said they want it to be a very welcoming and interactive space. 
 
“It’s really important for effective learning that students are able to express, in their own 
words, what their understanding of the material is,” she said. 
 
Not only is Elliott a learning specialist, but as a licensed professional counselor, she can 
also help with personal problems without having to refer students to another office. She 
said she can refer them to the proper department for any long-term counseling.  
 
“This is the one place on campus that is holistic in student support,” Elliott said. “We 
take pride that the Learning Center is a place for students to come with any question or 
problem. I can also help them navigate through personal issues that might be preventing 
success in the classroom.” 
 
If students would like to make an appointment to work with Elliott to improve their 
effectiveness and efficiency in their learning skills and discipline, they can email her at 
stacy.elliott@ttu.edu or visit the Learning Center in the basement of Holden Hall, room 
80. 
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Strange Forest: Texas Tech Paleontologist  
Serves as Triassic Field Guide During Fossil Prospecting Trip 

By John Davis 
 

The Toyota truck plunges down a steep embankment into a valley before coming to a stop just 
past a cow tank. 

The air is cool and crisp on this October morning. I’m on a ranch in Crosby County, but I’m 
actually walking 230 million years into the past with a paleontologist and three graduate 
students. Erosion has exposed the remains of a world dominated by reptiles and still recuperating 
from one of the worst extinction events the planet has ever known. 

Our surroundings look like standard West Texas ranchland at first glance. However, Bill 
Mueller, assistant curator in the Paleontology Division at the Museum of Texas Tech, serves as 
my guide in a strange forest of Triassic conifers and ferns. He explains what we would have seen 
as we walk toward the walls of the shallow canyon. The team will cover about 200 acres of this 
ghost forest today. As Mueller speaks, I ignore the mesquite and cacti, look past the cattle and 
feral hog tracks and imagine a humid, tropical landscape teeming with life.  

We’re near the banks of a huge river on the supercontinent of Pangea, he says. Larger than the 
modern Mississippi but close in nature and appearance, this unnamed waterway ran through what 
today is Texas, New Mexico and Arizona before ending in Nevada and dumping into the 
Panthalassic Ocean.  

We’re also in grave peril, he says.  

The water drew animals, and all around us hungry carnivores with sharp teeth patrolled the 
shores for a meal or waited under the water to ambush an unwitting snack. 

“So back then, we would have been in danger walking around out here,” I ask. 

“That’s right,” Mueller says with a laugh. “This would not have been a good place for us to be.” 

On this day, the group prospects for fossils. Different from excavation where a team digs through 
the soil, Mueller and his team merely look along the hillsides for anything rain and wind have 
exposed.  

That’s how he discovered a skull of Metoposaurus, one of the recognizable animals living in this 
weird woodland. This aquatic amphibian resembled a salamander, except their jaws came 
equipped with needle teeth for eating fish. They grew up to 10 feet long and weighed about 
1,000 pounds.  



Mueller discovered just the nose of the skull poking through the dirt. Getting the fossil out of the 
ground was paramount, he said. Once metoposaurid skulls start to get wet, they degrade into 
pieces. He and two graduate students removed the skull immediately 

Today’s objective sounds simple enough: Find a complete and intact skeleton. 

“The chances of that happening are slim to none,” Mueller says. “But if we find something really 
good, we’ll cover it in Tyvek and bury it until we can come back after deer season and excavate 
it.” 

As Mueller relates the day’s game plan to the students, I look down to find a long, thin object 
pressed into the soil. I wonder if it’s an arrowhead at first because of the sharp tip, but then I 
change my mind. 

“Hey y’all, is that a tooth?” 

Sure enough, Mueller explains that the three-inch black rock belonged in the jaws of a fairly 
large phytosaur – a long, crocodile-like animal with a skinny mouth and nostrils near its eyes so 
that it didn’t have to lift its whole head out of the water when it breathed. This tooth was one of 
about 38 to 40 others that lined the animal’s mouth. 

The danger around us suddenly becomes patently clear. 

The first find of the day goes into a bag, and I’m listed as the finder. 

“Your name will forever be in the record as the finder of this tooth,” Says Jared Stoffel, a 
geochemistry master’s student from Huntington, Ind. “What do you think about that?” 

This is Stoffel’s first time out in the field. Though he doesn’t intend to become a paleontologist, 
he says this course work is intended to make him more well-rounded in his field.  

“This is the first time I’ve been in the field in Texas, and all I’ve found is petrified poop,” he 
jokes.  

The droppings, called coprolites, litter the ground. Some of them can be identified. Mueller holds 
up one with a distinctive screw shape and explains it came from freshwater sharks. Others are 
anyone’s guess. It’s clear by what’s left behind that lots of eating took place in this forest, 
though. 

As he finds bits of bone, he quizzes the students on the animal it belonged. A rounded piece 
about three inches long turns out to be a jaw from a phytosaur, and the students all have a turn 
trying to decipher the contours and make a match. 

“I teach them osteology while we’re here,” he says. “You rarely find anything complete. Most of 
what you find is broken.” 



You also need to know if you stumble upon an animal yet to be described. In Mueller’s research, 
he has found 22 undescribed species in a 40-acre spot near Post. And while that number is highly 
unusual, he says chances of discovering a new animal can happen while prospecting. 

Past trips have uncovered evidence that Postosuchus also hunted these grounds, Mueller says, 
and they find evidence of these bipedal apex predators in this canyon and throughout West Texas 
on a fairly regular basis. They are named after the city of Post just south of Lubbock, and the 13- 
to 16-foot-long beasts are related to crocodiles. The smaller carnivorous dinosaurs just making 
an appearance on our planet didn’t stand a chance against this monster’s huge jaws and killer 
teeth. 

Zujjaj Talpur, a museum sciences graduate student from New Jersey, hopes that he finds that 
fully-articulated skeleton in the dust today. This is his first time to work in the field in Texas, 
although he has hunted fossils on the East Coast. 

“In the places where I’ve looked, we get more invertebrates,” he says. “Here, there are a lot more 
coprolites and a lot more fragments of bone.” 

As the students continue looking for fossils on the hillside, Mueller leads me to “the ponds.”  

Out in the valley of the canyon, two gray blotches contrast against the red dirt. A long, yellow 
streak across the gray shows where an ancient tree fell into the water. The clay left behind tells 
the story of two freshwater ponds that drew lumbering herbivorous dicynodonts in for a drink. 
Perhaps their shallow depths made them a safer rest stop than the river, because this is the only 
place in the canyon where fossils of the mammal-like reptiles turn up. 

When we return to the canyon wall, John-Henry Voss, a museum sciences master’s student from 
Natchitoches, La., discovers a fossilized scale nesting in the dust. The scale belonged to an 
Aetosaur, a bizarre armored herbivore with protective spikes along its sides that acted something 
like an armadillo. He beams as he puts it into the bag. 

Professor Alan Grant from Michael Crichton’s “Jurassic Park” serves as Voss’s inspiration, and 
he explains that he wants to be a collections manager in a museum. He prefers to be outside on 
the hunt for fossils rather than reporting on them. 

“This is the best option for me,” he says. “You get to go out into the field and do this.” 

Museum of Texas Tech University Fossil Day 

• 1-4 p.m. Oct. 19 
• Elementary and junior high school students can see real fossils, do arts and crafts and 

learn about the animals 
• Located at Fourth Street and Indiana Avenue 
• Visit www.museum.ttu.edu for more information or call (806) 742-2432. 

http://www.museum.ttu.edu/
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Student-Athlete Learns Discipline, Hard Work 
   
Texas Tech University graduate and student-athlete worked hard academically and 
athletically to get to where she is today.  
 
Because of that hard work, Ifeatu Okafor recently was named the NCAA Woman of the 
Year at a ceremony in Indianapolis, the first woman to be named from the Big 12 
Conference.  
 
“It is extremely humbling,” Okafor said. “They had amazing girls to choose from. I am 
very grateful to all of the people who helped me get to where I am today.” 
 
Okafor was selected from nine finalists representing NCAA Division I, II and III for her 
achievements in athletics, academics, leadership and community service. More than 450 
student-athletes were originally nominated for the award.   
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Student’s Business Donates Proceeds to End Human Trafficking 
By Megan Ketterer 

   
Caleb Fisher said he is passionate about making videos and helping people. The Texas 
Tech University student found a way to combine the two.  
 
Fisher, a senior marketing and energy commerce major, created his own video company 
and is donating 10 percent of his earnings to the International Justice Mission (IJM), a 
human rights organization which helps end human trafficking.  
 
“To know millions of people are treated that way made me feel like something had to be 
done,” Fisher said.  
 
Fisher’s interest in videography began while he was in high school, where he learned to 
film and edit videos. 
 
After attending Midwestern State University, Fisher transferred to Texas Tech a year ago. 
Despite the move, he knew he wanted to continue doing what he loved while in college.   
 
“When I came to Texas Tech, I still enjoyed making videos, but I didn’t get an 
opportunity to film as much,” Fisher said. “After learning there weren’t a lot of 
videographers in Lubbock, I figured it would be something cool to do.” 
 
His hobby quickly turned into a part-time profession. He opened C. Fisher Productions, a 
business dedicated to videoing weddings and other events.  
 
Fisher said he learned how to market himself and his business through coursework at 
Texas Tech. He has taken social media classes and uses Facebook and Vimeo to promote 
C. Fisher Productions.  
 
One day, Fisher’s business took a turn. He said he saw a Facebook video on human 
trafficking and sex slavery and knew his business could play a role in helping end the 
tragedy. Fisher decided to donate 10 percent of his profits to the cause. 
 
 “I never knew much about it, but the video opened my eyes to the tragedy and I thought, 
‘Why not make videos while also helping out with that cause?’” Fisher said, “It all came 
together and fell into place.”  
 
Fisher said he’d like to continue C. Fisher Productions after graduation and donate 100 
percent of the profits to IJM. He plans to attend law school at Texas Tech and eventually 
practice law for an oil firm.  



 
“I would like to continue my videography business as something I’ll do to help others for 
the rest of my life,” he said.  
 
 
What is your favorite memory at Texas Tech? 
 
Rushing the field for the West Virginia – Texas Tech game last fall was a lot of fun. That 
was one of my very first Division I football games.  
 
Why did you choose to come to Texas Tech? 
 
My brother goes here and I have a few friends who transferred here and everyone 
absolutely loves it. Everyone here is a family and loves each other.  
 
What is your favorite spot on campus? 
 
I like hanging out in the Student Union Building because you always see someone you 
know. My group of friends has a spot where we all go and any time I go there around 
lunch, there is always a friend there.  
 
What is your favorite tradition? 
 
Carol of the Lights was my first real experience with tradition here, and it was really 
cool. I would definitely also say going to football games and seeing everyone with their 
guns up.  
 
What is your favorite thing about being a Red Raider? 
 
I love the community. I feel like if you see anyone when you are travelling that has a 
Texas Tech sticker or a shirt, it is an instant bond and you know they are going to share 
those traditions.  
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	10-22-13 former un abassador to speak at texas tech
	WHAT: The Vietnam Center and Archive Guest Lecture Series with Ambassador Sichan Siv

	10-22-13 texas tech law advocacy team wins 29th national championship
	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
	DATE: Oct. 22, 2013
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