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Mentor Tech’s Annual Banquet Features Actor Taraji P. Henson 
 
Academy-award nominated actress Taraji P. Henson will give the keynote speech during 
the Lauro Cavazos & Ophelia Powell-Malone Mentoring Program (Mentor Tech) annual 
banquet at 7 p.m. May 3 at the Lubbock Memorial Civic Center Banquet Hall. 
 
Henson arrived in Los Angeles as a broke, single mom, with no connections, no house, 
no car, and no job. Fifteen years later, she was personally asked by Tom Hanks to co-star 
in his latest film, “Larry Crowne.”  
 
Along the way, she wound up singing the chorus to an Oscar-winning anthem in front of 
80 million television viewers during the 2006 Academy Awards; earned an Academy 
Award nomination for Best Supporting Actress opposite Brad Pitt in David Fincher’s 
“The Curious Case of Benjamin Button;” and has since acted alongside Jim Caviezel, 
Julia Roberts, Tina Fey, and Steve Carell. 
 
“Each year we do an exhaustive search for the best possible speaker, who will inspire and 
motivate those in attendance,” said Cory S. Powell, director of Mentor Tech. “We are 
honored to have such an accomplished actress as Taraji P. Henson. We expect it to be an 
elegant and empowering evening.” 
 
Mentor Tech seeks to enhance the quality of the educational experience of students from 
underrepresented populations through programs, services, advocacy, and campus and 
community involvement. 
 
The program pairs students with faculty and staff members to assist them in their 
academic, social and cultural adjustments to Texas Tech University. More than 2,500 
students have been provided service through the program. In the last seven years, more 
than 530 student participants have graduated from the university. Since its inception, the 
program has awarded more than $88,000 in scholarships. 
 
Tickets for the banquet are $60 each or $75 for a pass to a VIP reception with Henson. 
Tables of eight cost $550 and $750, which also include passes to the VIP reception. 
Proceeds benefit the Mentor Tech scholarship fund.  
 
Mentor Tech is part of Texas Tech’s Division for Institutional Diversity, Equity and 
Community Engagement. 
 



Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. Find Texas Tech news, 
experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

 
 CONTACT: Cory Powell, director, Mentor Tech, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-
8692, or mentor@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech Biologist Earns $1.6 Million NIH Grant to Find Weakness  

in Parasite That Causes Ninth Largest Disease Burden  
 

A Texas Tech University biology professor received a five-year, $1.6 million grant from 
the National Institutes of Health to study the biochemistry of a microscopic parasite 
responsible for the tropical disease leishmaniasis in the hope of finding a cure. 
 
Kai Zhang, an associate professor in the Department of Biological Sciences, said he will 
use the funds to study a lipid produced by the protozoa Leishmania to discover a 
weakness in the armor of the sometimes deadly parasite, estimated in World Health 
Organization literature to cause the ninth largest disease burden among individual 
infectious diseases. 
 
“Leishmaniasis is one of those neglected tropical diseases,” Zhang said. “We’re trying to 
identify a weak link and go from there. If this eventually leads to a new cure, that’s a 
bonus. But even if it fails, it doesn’t mean the work is useless.” 

Common in areas such as South America, the Mediterranean, the Middle East and 
Southern Asia, the disease is endemic to 88 countries. It’s transmitted by a sandfly, which 
is about a third of the size of a mosquito.   

The parasitic Leishmania protozoa live in the fly’s gut and can cause anything from itchy 
skin irritation or disfiguring ulcers that take months or years to heal to a deadly attack on 
the body’s organs.  

The World Health Organization estimates about 12 million people are infected with 
cutaneous, mucosal or visceral leishmaniasis with 2 million new cases each year. Severity 
of the disease is dependent on what species of Leishmania that infects a person and the 
host’s genetic makeup, Zhang said. Sometimes, it’s not so much what the parasite does to 
the human host that causes the damage as much as the immune system’s response. 

About 80 percent of the time, the infection causes lesions on the skin. This less virulent 
type is found throughout the world in tropical and sub-tropical areas. Less common 
mucosal leishmaniasis tends to affect the mucosal areas of the mouth, nose and pharynx 
and can cause severe disfiguration. This form occurs mostly in South and Central 
America.  



The Institute for OneWorld Health estimates that, worldwide, about 500,000 people each 
year contract visceral leishmaniasis, the most deadly form of the disease. More than 90 
percent of these cases happen in India, Bangladesh, Sudan, Brazil and Nepal. If untreated, 
the disease is nearly always fatal. 

Part of the problem, Zhang said, is that no safe vaccines exist, and the few treatments for 
infected patients are outdated and even toxic. 

“Right now, there’s no sure cure,” he said. “We have antimony-based compounds as the 
frontline drugs. But, they’re dangerous and have been used for more than 50 years. They 
have to be administered by injection and have strong side effects.  Also, Leishmania have 
developed resistance to these drugs. Alternative drugs include pentamindine and 
Amphotericin B, which are expensive and difficult to administer. So far, the only 
effective oral treatment for leishmaniasis is Miltefosine.” 

Zhang and members of his lab are looking at a type of material in the protozoa called 
sphingolipids. An enzyme called sphigosinekinase is critical to the metabolism of 
sphingolipids, he said, and too much or too little of this enzyme can kill the protozoa. 

Leishmania seem to only produce one type of sphingosinekinase, he said. Animals such 
as mice produce two, but can survive with only one. Zhang hopes to find a drug that 
could inhibit the protozoa enzme, thereby killing the parasite while leaving one of the 
two host enzymes intact to continue normal cell function. 

“My lab studies Leishmania and how this pathogen causes disease,” Zhang said. “Right 
now, we are looking at lipids, which are fairly under-studied because, in the past, people 
have thought lipids are just building blocks for the cell membrane. They’ve concentrated 
on proteins, nucleic acids and carbohydrates. That’s changed in the last 10 to 20 years. 
Ultimately, we would like to develop a safe, effective vaccine and new drugs. So far, the 
most low-tech, yet most cost-effective way to deal with Leishmania is to avoid getting 
bitten by sandflies.”  

While the diseases currently are contained to developing nations in tropical or sub-
tropical areas, global climate change, deforestation, human encroachment and human 
migration may cause these diseases to thrive in other parts of the world such as the 
United States and Europe, he said.  

“On one hand, we’re trying to understand the reason why certain proteins or lipids in 
Leishmania are important to infection,” Zhang said. “On the other hand, we’re trying to 
see if we can we use that knowledge to generate new therapeutics. Right now, the major 
challenge is the translation of the data from basic research like what we are doing in my 
lab to something that can be used in clinics, such as a new drug or vaccine.”  

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/


      

 
Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

CONTACT: Kai Zhang, associate professor, Department of Biological Sciences, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2710 ext. 250 or Kai.zhang@ttu.edu 
 



      

 
Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

                                   News Release 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: April 2, 2013 
CONTACT: Karin Slyker, Karin.Slyker@ttu.edu 
         (806) 742-2136 
 

Experts Available as Tax Deadline Looms 
 
Pitch

 
Americans have just 14 days to complete and file their 1040s. Ready or not, the IRS 
expects to hear from taxpayers by April 15. Texas Tech University tax and financial 
planning experts can provide tips, tax advice and commentary for publications aimed at 
frantic taxpayers. 
 
Experts 
Bob Barnhill, instructor, Department of Personal Financial Planning, (806) 794-1282, or 
robert.barnhill@ttu.edu.  

• Fiduciary Income Taxation 
• Estate and Gift Taxation 

 
Bryan Camp, professor, Texas Tech University School of Law, (806) 742-3990, or 
bryan.camp@ttu.edu.  

• Tax and Bankruptcy Codes 
• IRS Restructuring and Reform Act of 1998 

 
Bill Gustafson, associate professor, Department of Personal Financial Planning, (806) 
742-5050, or bill.gustafson@ttu.edu.  

• Retirement Planning 
• Family Economics 


 
Russell James, associate professor, Department of Personal Financial Planning, (806) 
742-5050, or russell.james@ttu.edu. 

• Charitable Donations 
• Estate and Charitable Planning 

 
Vaughn E. James, professor, Texas Tech University School of Law, (806) 742-3990, or 
vaughn.james@ttu.edu.  

• Low-Income Taxpayers 
• Federal Income Taxation 
• International Taxation 
• Federal Estate and Gift Taxation 

mailto:robert.barnhill@ttu.edu
mailto:bryan.camp@ttu.edu
mailto:bill.gustafson@ttu.edu
mailto:russell.james@ttu.edu
mailto:vaughn.james@ttu.edu


 
Mitzi Lauderdale, associate professor, Department of Personal Financial Planning, (806) 
742-5050, or mitzi.lauderdale@ttu.edu.  

• Estate Planning 
• Special Needs Planning 

 
Robert Ricketts, accounting department head and Frank M. Burke Chair in Taxation, 
(806) 742-3180, or robert.ricketts@ttu.edu. 

• Changes and Tips for 2012 
• Student Filing 
• Tax Disasters 

 
John Salter, assistant professor and director, Department of Personal Financial Planning, 
(806) 742-5050, or john.salter@ttu.edu. 

• Retirement Planning 
• Wealth Management 

mailto:mitzi.lauderdale@ttu.edu
mailto:robert.ricketts@ttu.edu
mailto:john.salter@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Cheer and Pom Teams Invite Public to National Showcase 
Award-winning squads prepare to head to Daytona. 

 
The Texas Tech University cheerleaders and pom squad will participate in national 
competitions April 11-12 in Daytona Beach, Fla.  

The coed cheer and pom squad routines will be showcased at 7 p.m. Thursday (April 4) on 
the main floor of the arena. The coed cheer routine only will be featured at 3 p.m. Sunday 
(April 7).  

 
The cheer squad will compete in the National Cheerleaders Association collegiate 
competition; while the pom squad will vie in the National Dance Association collegiate 
dance championship. Both groups will showcase their 2013 nationals routines.  
 
According to Texas Tech cheer coach Bruce Bills, in the past six years cheer has finished 
in the top 5 teams in the country, coming in at third place in 2012 and second place in 
2011. This will be the pom squad’s first year to compete in this particular division and the 
team’s first major competition under first-year coach Erin Harold. In the past the team has 
finished in the top 10. 
 
“The nationals routines are unique because they highlight some of the most elite skills in 
cheer and dance,” Bills said. “The skills you will see the squads perform are different from 
football and basketball game days because of the floor restrictions and in-game rules.”   
 
During the summer, both teams qualified for nationals by attending camp and receiving 
Gold National’s Bids. Skill elements and choreography practices began in September with 
final enhancements being added in early March during two-a-day practices. 
 
The showcase is open to the public with free admission. Donations of support will be 
accepted at the door. Please use the northwest street-level entrance to the arena; park in the 
north lot and come downstairs to the main court. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Stephanie Rhode, assistant director, Center for Campus Life, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 438-5546 or stephanie.rhode@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/centerforcampuslife/spiritsquads/cheer.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/centerforcampuslife/spiritsquads/pomsquad.php
http://nca.varsity.com/
http://www.aahperd.org/nda/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/centerforcampuslife/spiritsquads/bruce.php
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/centerforcampuslife/spiritsquads/erin.php
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:stephanie.rhode@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Rawls Marketing Students Plan High Cotton Event to Benefit Tent City 
 
A person with great success or wealth is said to be “walking in high cotton.” But for the 
homeless people living in Lubbock’s Tent City who have little or nothing, “high cotton” 
is about to take on an entirely different meaning.  
 
Texas Tech University students from the Rawls College of Business have teamed up for a 
service learning project, The High Cotton Affair, benefiting Link Ministries’ Tent 
City. The fundraiser takes place at 7 p.m. April 20 at the Valley of Lubbock Scottish Rite, 
1101 70th St. 
 
“The project is being put on by a special class in event planning and supported by my 
personal selling class,” said Robert McDonald, associate professor and area coordinator 
for the Rawls Area of Marketing.  “Our goal is to raise money for operating the facility 
and helping to develop a more comprehensive program to help people who are 
homeless.” 
 
Link Ministries strives to help those who have fallen hard on times get back on their feet. 
Tent City, located at 13th Street and Avenue A, houses 25-50 people at a time, and is 
actively seeking to expand to help many more.  
 
According to McDonald, the idea for the project came from the Light Up Tent City event 
that Terry McInturff, coordinator of the Area of Energy Commerce, organized last 
semester.  
 
“I was moved by the problem of homelessness in Lubbock and decided that I had to do 
something,” McDonald said. “Les Burrus, the head of Link Ministries, said they needed 
operating capital, so a fundraising event was the perfect service project for my classes. 
 
“Service learning is a movement at Texas Tech. I have used service learning as pedagogy 
since 2004 in several different courses, both at the undergraduate and the MBA levels. 
Service learning gives students a chance to learn the course material by applying it in 
service to their community.” 
 
The theme for the evening is Western Elegance, and the menu is planned accordingly, 
said Alix MacEwan, the senior marketing and management major from Austin who is in 
charge of ticket sales.  
 

http://today.ttu.edu/2012/11/energy-commerce-students-lubbock-community-light-up-tent-city/


The night will begin with a cocktail reception, followed with two options for dinner, 
including prime rib and pork loin, along with a macaroni and cheese and potato bar to top 
it off, MacEwan said.    
 
Other activities include live music with the Benton Leachman Band performing country 
music and a silent auction. 
 
“We also are going to have a standard living set on display,” MacEwan said, “that 
includes a tent, cot, sleeping bag, blanket and toiletries that Tent City normally provides 
to each of the people staying there. Each item will be labeled with a price tag on it so that 
guests can visualize exactly what their donation could provide. We hope that this will 
help the guest understand how their contribution can really change a life. 
 
“The homeless population in Lubbock is something I feel that many people are not aware 
of, especially students who are not from the area,” MacEwan said. “With more than 350 
people classified as homeless, it is so important to acknowledge and address this issue 
and get students and others involved in bettering our community.” 
 
MacEwan and eight others are in McDonald’s independent study event planning course, 
while 25 others in his personal selling class also are selling tickets for the event.  
 
McDonald said each student has a quota to sell half a table at the dinner. They can earn 
extra credit by exceeding their quota. The assignment also has a reflective component 
that drives home the learning as students reflect on and write about their selling 
experience. 
 
The event planning class is responsible for everything from booking the hall to choosing 
the date, booking the music, choosing the menu, decorations, silent auction donations and 
table sales. 
 
The money collected from the event will go to Tent City’s operating fund, which can 
assist with the purchase of anything from additional tents, cots, blankets, toiletries to 
other operational costs.   
 
“I know that all my team members and I have found this project to be so rewarding in 
many different ways,” MacEwan said. “It is wonderful that Texas Tech and the Rawls 
College of Business have created a class that not only teaches us extensive knowledge 
and practical application but allows us to give back and better the Lubbock 
community.”     
For table or ticket information, contact MacEwan at (512) 507-2343 or 
alix.macewan@ttu.edu. 
 
CONTACT:  Bob McDonald, area coordinator and associate professor, Area of 
Marketing, Rawls College of Business, (806) 834-1175 or bob.mcdonald@ttu.edu.  

 

http://www.reverbnation.com/bentonleachman
http://marketing.ba.ttu.edu/facultyInfo/bob.mcdonald@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Hosts Big XII Business Case Competition 
   
WHAT: The Big XII Conference MBA Case Competition  
 
WHEN: April 5-6 
 
WHERE: Texas Tech Rawls College of Business, 703 Flint Ave.   
 
EVENT: The Rawls College of Business will host the seventh annual Big XII case 

competition.  
 
 MBA students are given a case and present their strategy within 24 hours 

to a panel of business leaders. Each team consists of four MBA students 
from schools in the Big XII.  

 
 The competition judges act as board of directors of the case company and 

teams are considered outside consultants. Teams are expected to define 
and analyze the issues, and present and justify a plan of action. 

 
 Teams will be judged on the quality of their analysis, recommendations 

and presentation. All teams will present in the preliminary round and the 
top three teams make it to the final round. The top three teams are 
awarded a cash prize, and individual prizes for best presenter and best 
Q&A will be presented.  

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Mayukh Dass, assistant professor of marketing, Rawls College of 
Business, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3162, or mayukh.dass@ttu.edu. 

 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Grammy Award-winner Judy Collins to perform at Texas Tech  
Collins continues the Presidential Lecture & Performance Series 7 p.m. April 12.   

   
Judy Collins, the Grammy Award-winning and Academy Award-nominated folk singer, 
songwriter and author, makes her next stop at Texas Tech University as she performs for 
the Presidential Lecture & Performance Series. 
 

Collins’ show begins at 7 p.m. April 12 in the Allen Theatre of the Texas Tech Student 
Union Building. 
 
Her career spans more than 50 years with more than 40 recorded albums – some reaching 
gold and platinum status. She received a Grammy Award for Best Folk Performance in 
1968 and won Song of the Year for her version of “Send in the Clowns” at the 1975 
Grammy Awards.   
 

“I certainly do have plans for the future,” Collins said. “I just keep doing what I am doing. 
I am making television shows, touring about 120 shows a year, and writing books.” 
 
Collins’ latest CD, “Bohemian” (Wildflower Records), released in the fall of 2011, revisits 
the late 1960s California music scene and coincides with her 2011 memoir, “Sweet Judy 
Blue Eyes.” 
 
In addition to singing and song-writing, Collins expresses her creative talent in her nine 
books, as well as in the film she co-directed, “Antonia: A Portrait of the Woman.” The 
Academy Award-nominated film focuses on Antonia Brico, who was the first woman to 
conduct major symphonies around the world, as well as Collins’ classical piano teacher 
when she was young.  
 

Collins also made an appearance on HBO’s television show “Girls,” as well as starred in 
her own television show, “Judy Collins: Live at the Metropolitan Museum in New York,” 
which currently is airing on PBS.  
 

Books and CDs will be available for sale at the event.  
 
Prior to the event, the Presidential Lecture & Performance Series is partnering with the 
Women’s Studies program for a roundtable discussion from 2 to 3 p.m. April 12 in the 
Texas Tech Library Teaching, Learning and Professional Development Center (TLPDC), 
located in Room 153 of the library. Collins will speak about her experience with social 



activism in the past and present, especially in regard to women. She will also focus on the 
way the arts can be used to promote social justice. Register on the TLPDC website to 
attend the event.  
 

General admission tickets for her evening show are $15 and are available through all 
Select-A-Seat locations. Call (806) 770-2000 or visit www.selectaseatlubbock.com. Texas 
Tech students receive one free ticket with a valid ID at the Student Union Building 
information booth located at the entrance to the Allen Theatre of Texas Tech.   
 
Community outreach for this program was funded in part by the Sybil B. Harrington 
Endowment for the Arts of the Lubbock Area Foundation. 
 

 Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 
 CONTACT: Jo Moore, administrator, Presidential Lecture & Performance Series, 
College of Visual & Performing Arts, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-0700, or 
jo.moore@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.tlpd.ttu.edu/home/index.asp
http://www.selectaseatlubbock.com/
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Pop-culture Expert: Roger Ebert taught us how to watch a movie. 
 
Pitch

 
Texas Tech’s pop culture expert is available to comment on the passing of film critic, 
Roger Ebert. 
 
Expert
 
Rob Weiner, associate librarian and pop culture expert, Texas Tech University Library, 
(806) 742-2238 ext. 282 office, (806) 780-8775 mobile, or rob.weiner@ttu.edu. 
 
Quotes

 

• “There have been many people who have given movie reviews, but few rose to 
the height of Roger Ebert. In many ways, he defined the concept of film criticism 
as a profession.” 

• “He taught people how to engage with film as an art form. He taught us how to 
watch a movie.” 

• “Even for films controversial in nature, Ebert was more than capable of separating 
content from the other aspects of the picture, so that he could write a balanced 
review.” 

• “Ebert was one of the few film critics I looked up to. We actually corresponded 
once.” 

• “Anyone who wants to study or write about film can learn a lot from Roger 
Ebert.”  

• “As a human being, Ebert was an inspirational person. Even when he couldn’t 
speak, he still had a voice.” 

 

mailto:rob.weiner@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech, Angelo State Receive NSF Cybersecurity Grant  
   
Texas Tech University and Angelo State University have received a $385,000 two-year 
grant from the National Science Foundation (NSF) to address the nation’s cybersecurity 
workforce needs. 
 
With the grant the two universities will develop a two-year professional development 
program for community and private college faculty. About 30 participants will participate 
in a one-week workshop Aug. 12-16 on the Texas Tech campus. Participants in the 2013 
Summer Cybersecurity Workshop will receive a $2,000 honorarium to cover housing and 
travel to Lubbock. 
 
“By giving faculty at the region’s community and private colleges more training, we hope 
to increase the knowledge that is passed on to students and better prepare them for the job 
market,” said Akbar Namin, assistant professor in Texas Tech’s Department of Computer 
Science and principal investigator on the NSF grant. 
 
Namin, who also is part of Texas Tech’s Center for the Science and Engineering of Cyber 
Security, reached out to the Center for Security Studies at Angelo State University, 
another component of the Texas Tech University System, to partner on the project. 
  
“Dr. Namin’s proposal was a great fit for us,” said Robert Ehlers, director of the Angelo 
State center. “Texas Tech’s computer science department is really skilled on the technical 
side. We are focused on the aggregate effects of cyber-attacks and cyber-espionage and 
how they affect the security and prosperity of the United States.” 
 
The project is designed to give community college faculty easy access to the latest 
cybersecurity information so that students can be better prepared for a growing job 
market. 
 
It’s estimated there may be hundreds of thousands of jobs going unfilled because of a 
lack of personnel who have a solid, basic knowledge of cybersecurity.  
 
“Our goal is to give community and private college faculty the tools to teach to better 
transfer knowledge to their students,” said Namin. “We want to raise awareness that 
cybersecurity is important to the future of our country, that it needs to be emphasized in 
their programs.” 
 



For more information on the Summer Cyber Security Workshops, 
see http://www.depts.ttu.edu/cs/research/csecs/workshop/. 
 

 Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 
 CONTACT: Akbar Namin, assistant professor, Department of Computer Science, 
Whitacre College of Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806)742-3527, or 
akbar.namin@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/cs/research/csecs/workshop/
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Texas Tech Law Hosts National Panel on Juvenile Law 
 

WHAT:           7th Annual Criminal Law Symposium, Juveniles and the Criminal Law 
 
WHEN:           9 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Friday (April 5) 
 
WHERE:         Texas Tech University School of Law (1802 Hartford Ave.) 
 
EVENT:          Seventeen scholars from across the U.S. will participate in panel 

discussions. 
 

Franklin Zimring from the University of California, Berkeley, author of 
seven books on the subject, will provide opening keynote remarks 
beginning at 9:15 a.m.  
 
Panelists include professors from Vanderbilt Law School, the University 
of North Carolina, the University of Chicago, Michigan State, Stetson 
University and Tulane University. 
 
Texas Tech Law professor Arnold Loewy, the George R. Killam Jr. Chair 
of Criminal Law, will provide the keynote address during the Lexis Nexis 
Luncheon that begins at noon. 
 
Lunch is available for $20, but those not wishing to purchase it can hear 
Loewy via video in the Allison Courtroom.   
 
For a complete schedule, 
visit http://www.texastechlawreview.org/Symposium.html. 

 
Find more information about Texas Tech University School of Law at www.law.ttu.edu. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia.  
 
 
 

mailto:cory.chandler@ttu.edu
http://www.texastechlawreview.org/Symposium.html
http://www.law.ttu.edu/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Expert: Lubbock’s Weather Channel Distinction Well Deserved With Crazy 
Weather Patterns 

 
Pitch 

Well, it’s official – Lubbock has become the champion for the Toughest Weather City 
Tournament 2013 on weather.com, The Weather Channel’s website. The Hub city was 
one of 64 cities up for the dubious distinction, and more than 250,000 people voted in the 
tournament. Lubbock beat out Fairbanks, Alaska, by a margin of 2:1. 
 
Brian Ancell, an assistant professor of atmospheric science at Texas Tech University can 
explain why, when it comes to crazy patterns, Lubbock’s weather just can’t be beat.  
 
Expert 
Brian Ancell, assistant professor, Atmospheric Science Group, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 834-3143 or brian.ancell@ttu.edu. 

Talking Points 

• Lubbock’s proximity to a major north-south mountain range to the west, the Gulf 
of Mexico to the southeast, and clear, flat terrain to the north is really the reason 
for the crazy weather. 

• Essentially, the specific weather systems in the region interact with these 
geographical features to give Lubbock all the extremes, and as systems pass by 
daily or even hourly, Lubbock can go from one extreme to another very quickly.   
  

Quotes 

• “Lubbock’s location makes us a wacky weather goldmine.” 
• “For example, a common pattern is the formation of a low pressure system just to 

our north, bringing very warm and dry air down the New Mexican Rockies 
into West Texas (generally resulting in our dust storm days). Once this system 
moves east, polar air that was trapped against the more northern Rockies surges 
into West Texas in the form of a polar cold front, dramatically dropping our 
temperatures.” 

mailto:john.w.davis@ttu.edu
mailto:brian.ancell@ttu.edu


• “With enough moisture this can result in a blizzard, which is why we saw low 70s 
one day and heavy snow about 12 hours later earlier this year.” 

• “Throw in the strengthening seasonal Atlantic Ocean Bermuda High and we begin 
to get Gulf of Mexico moisture into West Texas from the southeast, producing 
potentially severe thunderstorms, tornadoes and lightning when the moisture 
interacts with the westerly dry air. Such moisture can also lead to flooding from 
time to time, whether it be from strong thunderstorms or the remnants of a land-
falling hurricane.” 

• “So, there you have it; severe thunderstorms, blizzards, dramatic temperature 
swings, dust storms, flooding - Lubbock has my vote for the craziest weather.” 
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Experts Available as World Recognizes Holocaust Remembrance Week 
 
Pitch

 
As the United States recognizes Holocaust Remembrance Week, a time to honor the 
memories of those who suffered, died and survived the Holocaust of Nazi Germany, 
Texas Tech University has several experts who can speak to the significance. 
 
Experts 
Hans Hansen, associate professor, Rawls College of Business, (806) 470-4778 mobile or 
hans.hansen@ttu.edu.  

• 2012 fellow for Texas Project for Human Rights Education, selected for work 
related to death penalty defense and commitment to improve justice system. 

• Teaching class on “The Corporation in Human Rights,” examining increasing role 
corporations play in society and human rights issues related to their increasing 
impact on society.  

• Traveled to World War II Holocaust sites and met with survivors as part of an 
Embrey Human Rights Program-sponsored trip. 

 
Lynne Fallwell, assistant professor, Department of History, (806) 787-7676 mobile or 
l.fallwell@ttu.edu. 

• German history, specializing in 20th century, Third Reich/Holocaust and 
comparative genocide.  

• Though mainly associated with the Nazis, Fallwell said eugenics theory sprang 
from turn-of-the-20th century beliefs asserting that Charles Darwin’s theories of 
“survival of the fittest” could be applied to humans.  

• A key organizer responsible for bringing to Lubbock Deadly Medicine: Creating 
the Master Race, a travelling exhibition produced by the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum.  

 
Rob Weiner, associate librarian and pop culture expert, Texas Tech University Library, 
(806) 780-8775 mobile, or rob.weiner@ttu.edu. 

• Holocaust in post-war memory and culture. 
• Collaborated with Lynne Fallwell on “Sequential Art Narrative and the 

Holocaust,” published in the Routledge History of the Holocaust. 
• The use of comics in wartime propaganda, as a morale booster, and in Holocaust 

education.
 
  

mailto:hans.hansen@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/2012/07/professors-receive-grants-for-research-and-dedication/
mailto:l.fallwell@ttu.edu
http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/deadlymedicine/
http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/deadlymedicine/
mailto:rob.weiner@ttu.edu
http://today.ttu.edu/2011/03/the-use-of-comics-in-holocaust-education/
http://today.ttu.edu/2011/03/the-use-of-comics-in-holocaust-education/
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Texas Tech Biologist Earns $508,000 from NSF to Study  

Eavesdropping Parasites in Panamanian Rainforests 
Studying blood-sucking midge’s ear could lead to leaps in human hearing technology. 

 
The minute they croak for love, swarms of blood-suckers attack. 
 
Male frogs and toads in Panama call out to potential mates during the rainy season. Frog-
biting midges eavesdrop on the party line and have evolved the ability to track their hosts 
through sound. Now a Texas Tech University biologist will use a $508,000 grant from 
the National Science Foundation to study how midges use sound to locate their victims. 
 
Ximena (Hee-May-Nah) Bernal, an assistant professor of biology and a research 
associate at the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, said that while mosquitoes use 
carbon dioxide and other chemical cues to find hosts, the midges use sound to find a food 
source.  
 
Questions remain whether the insect is actually hearing the frog’s call, and Bernal hopes 
to solve this mystery with her research. The study likely will reveal an evolutionary 
innovation for hearing in this group of insects, she said. Since the midge has such a tiny 
ear, understanding the midge’s tiny ear could lead to advancements in hearing aid 
technologies for humans.   
 
“When animals send signals to attract mates, these signals make them highly vulnerable 
to eavesdropper predators and parasites,” she said. “So, male frogs signal to attract 
females, but the midges are listening in. This is an excellent system that shows how some 
animals exploit other species’ communication systems.” 
 
Along with understanding the midge’s tiny ear, Bernal hopes to explain how these insects 
evolved the ability to hear the frog call as well as which midges hear which frogs’ calls. 
Preliminary evidence suggests that some species of midge only hear two or three 
different species of frog calls, while other midges are generalists and attack any frogs or 
toads making noise. 
 
At the site of Bernal’s study in Panama, about 12 different species of frog-biting flies live 
in the same area listening in on the calls of about 25 species of frogs and toads, Bernal 
said. 



“All ears of the midges are different,” she said. “How each ear is different may be related 
to the type of frog on which the midges feed. Overall, this project will provide insights 
into eavesdropping on other species of animals, a common and widespread behavior that 
has received little attention.” 
 
Watch the video here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UwZ92lTADOw 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Ximena Bernal, assistant professor, Department of Biological Sciences, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2590 or ximena.bernal@ttu.edu 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UwZ92lTADOw
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Water Policy Expert Speaks at Texas Tech University  
 
Daniel Craig McCool, professor of political science at the University of Utah, will visit 
Texas Tech University at 4:30 p.m. April 17 to speak on his recently published book, 
“River Republic,” which focuses on environmental issues and water policy.  
 
McCool is director of the Environmental and Sustainability Studies Program and co-
director of sustainability curriculum development at the University of Utah.  
 
David Hamilton, director of the graduate Public Administration program in the 
Department of Political Science, said he is pleased to have a water policy expert visit 
Lubbock. 
 
McCool’s presentation, “The Katrina Syndrome,” proposes natural disasters are the result 
of human-made disasters. These events result from poor planning, short-sighted 
development decisions and a willingness to ignore ecological variables.   
 
A topic of discussion during McCool’s presentation will be the Ogallala Aquifer and its 
relation to the Katrina Syndrome.  
 
“His presentation should be informative and valuable as West Texas continues to grapple 
with drought conditions,” Hamilton said. 
 
McCool has been a consultant to numerous organizations, including the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration on the use of long-range weather data in water 
management planning.  
  
The event takes place at the McKenzie-Merket Alumni Center at Texas Tech and will be 
followed by a reception. The event is open to the public, but seating is limited. To reserve 
a seat, contact Era Ibarra at era.ibarra@ttu.edu or (806) 742-3125 by April 12.  
 
The event is sponsored by the Political Science Department and the Public 
Administration program at Texas Tech.  
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu
mailto:era.ibarra@ttu.edu
http://www.media.ttu.edu/


CONTACT: David Hamilton, director of graduate Public Administration program, 
Department of Political Science, College of Arts and Sciences, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-2977, or david.hamilton@ttu.edu. 
 

mailto:david.hamilton@ttu.edu
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More Health, More Wealth 
Study finds people who value health are likely to begin saving for retirement at early age. 

   
Why do certain people save for retirement earlier than others? According to a recent 
study completed by Texas Tech University researchers, individuals who can resist an 
unhealthy but delicious meal also are more likely to save for retirement. 
 
The study was completed by Michael Finke, professor in the Department of Personal 
Financial Planning in the College of Human Sciences and co-authored by Associate 
Professor Sandra Huston.  
 
Finke and Huston asked 8,000 college students how important it was to begin saving for 
retirement beginning with their first job. The students also were asked about certain 
behaviors, including smoking, drinking, drug use, seat belt use, unprotected sex, healthful 
eating, nutrition label use and exercise.  
 
“College students are an important group because we know that when people get their 
first job the decision they make about saving for retirement is often the strongest 
predictor of whether they have collected adequate financial savings later in life,” Finke 
said.  
 
Finke and Huston said that if people value saving from an early age, they will grow 
accustomed to spending less of their paycheck down the road, leading to greater savings 
for retirement. 
 
The results of the survey revealed that students who were most forward-thinking in terms 
of health-related behaviors—healthful eating, exercise and using nutrition labels—were 
most likely to value saving money. 
 
Finke and Huston also found that these health-related behaviors were the strongest 
predictor of how likely the students were to say they planned to begin saving in their first 
job. Forward-thinking health behaviors were more indicative of retirement values than 
whether the student had a high GPA, completed graduate classes or majored in business. 
 
“People don’t tend to change the percentage of income they save later on in life,” Finke 
said. “Intention to save can potentially have big impact on how prepared a person is for 
retirement, and it can help explain why there is so much variation in retirement savings.” 
 



Finke said the findings could help explain why people who are healthier later in life also 
have accumulated more wealth. Investing in one’s health and in one’s retirement involve 
the same motivation to delay gratification for future happiness.  
 
Although the impact of academic factors was slightly weaker than health behaviors in 
explaining the intention to save, Finke explained that financial planning and business 
classes are important because they give students information they need to make choices 
that will make them happiest. 
 
“What education allows you to do is understand the consequences of your decisions,” 
Finke said. “Students who take a financial planning class have an increased value of 
retirement. They better understand what will happen in the future if they save too little.” 
 
Finke’s newest research with doctoral student Terrance Martin expands his findings by 
surveying people in their 40s and 50s to determine whether health-related behaviors 
correlated with actual retirement savings. He will present his findings at the RAND 
Behavioral Finance Forum in May. 
 

 Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu or on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

 
 CONTACT: Michael Finke, professor, personal financial planning, College of 
Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-5050, or michael.finke@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Team Claims Texas Tech Law’s 27th National Championship 
Another team wins second overall at Elon Law National Moot Court Competition 

 
A team of third-year students claimed Texas Tech University School of Law’s 27th national 
championship at the American Bar Association (ABA) National Appellate Advocacy 
Competition in Chicago. 
 
Reagan Marble of Jourdanton, Ashirvad Parikh of Kingwood and Suzanne Taylor of Arlington 
defeated perennial contender South Texas College of Law in the final round of the competition, 
taking six of seven ballots from a panel that included six federal district court judges and one 
judge from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. 
 
“Congratulations to Reagan, Ash and Suzanne on this incredible accomplishment,” said Robert 
Sherwin, director of advocacy programs and team coach. “They have won the largest, and 
arguably most prestigious, moot court competition in the country.” 
 
Sherwin coached the team with Elizabeth Hill (’12), an associate at Craig, Terrill, Hale, & 
Grantham, LLP. 
 
Marble earned the Best Oralist distinction in the preliminary rounds and went on to become 
Second-Best Oralist overall. Taylor was the Fourth-Best Oralist in the preliminary rounds and 
Third-Best Oralist overall. Parikh’s brief ranked fourth in the nation. 
 
The win marked Texas Tech Law’s fourth overall ABA championship and the third-straight year 
that a Texas Tech Law team has claimed one of the top two American moot court contests. In 
2011 and 2012, Texas Tech Law teams won the National Moot Court Competition hosted by the 
New York City Bar and American College of Trial Lawyers. 
 
In related news, second-year students Stephanie Basom of Midland and Aaron Tatyrek of 
Vernon placed second overall and won the Best Brief Award among Petitioners Briefs at the 
Billings, Exum & Frye National Moot Court Competition at Elon University School of Law. 
Associate Director of Employer Relations Ashley Withers coached the duo at the competition 
that hosted 35 teams representing 24 law schools. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 



Contact: Cory Chandler, communications coordinator, Texas Tech School of Law,  
(806) 742-3990 ext. 249, or cory.chandler@ttu.edu. 
 

mailto:cory.chandler@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Expert: Gun Background Check Measures are Constitutional 
 
Pitch   
A bipartisan pair of senators announced an agreement Wednesday (April 10) to expand 
background checks on commercial firearm sales, a compromise that could strengthen the 
chances of a gun-control package passing the U.S. Senate later this month. The plan 
would broaden background-check requirements to include gun shows and online sales, 
which were previously immune. Private gun transfers, such as those between family 
members, would still not be subject to background checks. 
 
Expert 
Rick Rosen, professor of law and director, Center for Military Law & Policy, (806) 742-
3990 ext. 303, or richard.rosen@ttu.edu. Rosen is available for phone interviews.  
 
Talking Points   

• Background: Rosen is completing a Texas Bar article on gun-control 
(including background checks) that is due in the next few days. 

• Unless background checks seriously interfere with a law-abiding citizen’s 
right to keep and bear arms, they are constitutionally sound.    

 
Quotes 

• “The Supreme Court has acknowledged the presumptive validity of laws 
forbidding the possession of firearms by felons and the mentally ill. 
Background checks are a legitimate means of ensuring such people do not 
acquire firearms.” 

• “I see absolutely no Second Amendment problems with the legislation 
currently being considered by the Senate.” 

 
 

http://www.law.ttu.edu/faculty/bios/Rosen/
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VIDEO 1 
VIDEO 2 
 

Texas Tech’s Burkhart Center Hosts Annual Autism Walk 
 
Texas Tech University’s Burkhart Center for Autism Education and Research hosts its 
ninth annual Walk for Autism Awareness from 2-4 p.m. April 28 at the Jones AT&T 
Stadium.  
 
The walk is open to all members of the community and participants can sign up 
individually or as teams. Many Texas Tech students participate in the walk including 
students in physical fitness class which focuses on learning how to teach physical 
education to students with autism.  
 
Registration for the walk is free but donations are welcome to raise funds for the 
Burkhart Center and its programming. 
 
The number of people and families affected by autism around the country is growing and 
The Burkhart Center for Autism Education and Research provides resources for young 
adults with autism and raises awareness of autism in the community. 
 
Upcoming events from the Burkhart Center include the Annual Autism Conference on 
June 5-6 and Camp Burkhart on June 10-14 and July 15-19. 
 
For more information on the Burkhart Center or to register for the Walk for Autism 
Awareness, visit www.burkhartcenter.org. 
 
Attached videos are courtesy of KLBK/KAMC Production. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 
CONTACT: Susan Voland, unit manager, Burkhart Center for Autism Education 
and Research, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1331, or susan.voland@ttu.edu. 
 
 

mailto:m.shudde@ttu.edu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KIAOJYBAG2o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7W3sIU-YENc
http://www.burkhartcenter.org/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:susan.voland@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech students win National Meat Animal Evaluation Contest 

 
Texas Tech University’s Meat Animal Evaluation Team won first place in the 50th annual 
National Meat Animal Evaluation Contest in late March. The event – which rotates 
among universities – was hosted in Lubbock for the first time this year. 
 
“The National Meat Animal Evaluation Contest is specifically designed to encourage 
students to seek a more complete understanding of the food supply from conception to 
consumer,” explained Mark Miller, this year’s contest superintendent and Horn Professor 
in the Department of Animal and Food Sciences.  
 
Teams from Texas Tech have won the contest five of the past seven years.  
 
This year, Texas Tech won the breeding animal, sheep evaluation, beef evaluation, 
market animal and meats divisions.  The team posted a total score of 8,750 points, 
outdistancing the second place team by 106 points.  
 
“I am really proud of these students and what they have accomplished,” said Coach Ryan 
Rathmann, an assistant professor in the Department of Animal and Food 
Sciences.  “Members of this team have demonstrated an unmatched level of intelligence, 
work ethic and comprehension of the meat and livestock industries.”   
 
Individually, Isaac Wenzel, a junior from Hamilton, led the team as high-point individual. 
He was followed by teammates Bo Hutto, a junior from Hondo; Lane Halfmann, a junior 
from Garden City; Valerie Manning, a junior from Mabank; Logan Mason, a junior from 
Lazbuddie; and Cade Luckett, a senior from Matador, who also finished in the top-ten 
individuals.  
 
Additional team members included the following:   
• Caetlyn Avant, a junior from Copeville 
• Dan Crownover, a junior from Italy 
• Blake Davis, a junior from Paragould, Ark. 
• Steven Ebeling, a junior from Plainview 
• Emily Jackson, a junior from Waco 
• Tanner Martin, a junior from Roscoe 
• Kaitlyn Meyer, a junior from Temple  
• Kevin Murnin, a junior from Miles City, Mont. 
• Stephanie Neuhaus, a junior from Dora, N.M. 



• Jordan Richburg, a junior from Deltona, Fla. 
• Nick Rieke, a junior from LaOtto, Ind. 
• Matt Savage, a junior from Seminole  
 
The team was coached by Rathmann and Travis O’Quinn, a senior researcher in the 
department. 
 
Fourteen universities from across the nation competed in the event. The University of 
Illinois, Oklahoma State University, Kansas State University and Colorado State 
University rounded out the top five teams overall.  
 

 According to contest officials, the competition took place over a two-day period. On 
 the first day, team members were challenged in their knowledge of market animal 
 evaluation. The team also gave a ten minute oral presentation on a current issue related 
 to the agricultural industry that was scored by a panel of judges. During the second day 
 of competition, they were challenged in breeding animal evaluation and in the meats 
 division where they also complete a grading rail. 
 
CONTACT: Moriah Beyers, Department of Animal and Food Sciences, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 742-2805 ext. 248, or moriah.beyers@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech’s President… for a Day  
Freshman experiences hands-on leadership, inside perspective at university operations. 

 
An unremarkable stop in the Student Union Building (SUB) led Christian Reyna to a day-
long adventure Thursday through the President’s Office at Texas Tech University.  
 
“A family friend spotted at the SUB and bought 10 raffle tickets on my behalf,” said 
Reyna, a freshman from Lubbock.  
 
The raffle was for the “President for a Day” fundraiser for Mortar Board, a national honor 
society that recognizes college seniors for outstanding achievement in scholarship, 
leadership and service. The winner would sit-in for Interim President Lawrence 
Schovanec, while representing his office in various matters of importance to the 
university. 
 
“I was at work when I got the text message saying I’d won,” Reyna said. “I was so 
excited that I almost forgot to respond.” 
 
Reyna, with ambitions of becoming a nurse, currently works in the business office of the 
Emergency Room at University Medical Center. Her position as Texas Tech president, 
however, is a big departure from her usual duties, beginning with a pass to park in the 
president’s space outside the Administration Building, followed by a series of meetings 
with top university officials and the Student Government Association. 
 
“I met so many wonderful people,” Reyna said. “It’s very interesting to see how each 
position comes together to get things accomplished. I’d never really thought about it 
before.” 
 
Reyna admits that her favorite items on the agenda were experiencing the perks of the 
job, which included tours of the United Spirit Arena and Jones AT&T Stadium. 
 
“I would have to say meeting Coach Kliff Kingsbury is what I looked forward to most,” 
Reyna said. “This isn’t a job I could do every day, but maybe for a little while.” 
 



Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Wind Research Experts Available to Discuss Deadly Tornado Outbreak 
 
A long storm system reportedly turned deadly Thursday, as a tornado slammed into 
Kemper County, Miss., killing at least one person and injuring another. The storm had 
already produced tornadoes in Arkansas and Missouri on Wednesday, and now continues 
on a northeasterly path that will likely move into Alabama. 
 
Texas Tech is the only university in the country to offer a Wind Science and Engineering 
(WISE) doctorate program. This multidisciplinary degree encompasses several different 
types of study including atmospheric science, wind engineering, economics, statistics, 
leadership/ethics and wind power systems. 
 
Through WISE, scientists and engineers have collected one of the country’s largest 
repositories of wind data and helped develop the Enhanced Fujita Scale, implemented in 
2007 by the National Weather Service.  
 
John Schroeder, professor of atmospheric sciences and director of WISE, brings 
extensive experience in wind flow characterization and atmospheric measurements, 
including directing Texas Tech’s hurricane research program and West Texas Mesonet. 
Schroeder can be reached at (806) 834-5678 or john.schroeder@ttu.edu.  
 
Christopher Weiss, associate professor of atmospheric science, has researched the 
genesis and low-level wind structure of tornadoes for the past 13 years. He also maintains 
a research interest in the processes responsible for the generation of the parent 
thunderstorms.  He can speak to the current scientific understanding regarding why 
tornadoes form and intensify, as well as how the structure of the tornado relates to the 
observed damage seen at the ground.  He can be reached at (806) 834-4712 or 
chris.weiss@ttu.edu.  
 
Daan Liang, assistant professor of construction engineering technology at Texas Tech, 
has studied with various probability models how the construction of buildings affects 
their vulnerability against severe windstorms. Recently, his research is focused on the 
advancement of remote sensing technology in documenting and assessing wind damages 
to residential structures. Liang can be reached at (806) 742-3538 or daan.liang@ttu.edu. 
 
Ernst Kiesling, professor of civil engineering and executive director of the National 
Storm Shelter Association, can speak on the construction and use of residential and 

mailto:john.schroeder@ttu.edu
mailto:chris.weiss@ttu.edu
mailto:daan.liang@ttu.edu


community shelters. Kiesling has more than 35 years of experience in the field 
documenting storm damage, writing performance standards for safe rooms, and verifying 
compliance of safe rooms with those standards. He can be reached at (806) 742-3476 or 
ernst.kiesling@ttu.edu. 
 
Larry Tanner, research associate in civil engineering, has years of field experience 
studying tornado damage and debris. Tanner’s research of approximately 400 
manufactured homes damaged by a 2005 tornado that killed 22 people in Evansville, Ind., 
prompted new standards for mobile home installation in the region. Tanner can be 
reached at (806) 742-3476 ext. 336 or larry.tanner@ttu.edu. 
 
Darryl James, professor in the Department of Mechanical Engineering and WISE 
associate, and his team spent more than a year and a half building a tornado simulator at 
Reese Center. The device, known as VorTECH, simulates tornadic winds in the mid-EF3 
range or less, in an effort to understand how tornadoes do their damage. James can be 
reached at (806) 742-3563 or darryl.james@ttu.edu. And watch VorTECH at work at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_yLLAus75o. 
 
Bradley Ewing, professor of operations management in the Rawls College of Business, 
has studied the economic impact of hurricanes and tornadoes for more than 12 years. He 
can speak to the impact of hurricanes and tornadoes in cities like Oklahoma City; Corpus 
Christi; Wilmington, N.C.; Miami; and Nashville, Tenn. Ewing can be reached at (806) 
834-3939 or bradley.ewing@ttu.edu. 

mailto:ernst.kiesling@ttu.edu
mailto:larry.tanner@ttu.edu
mailto:darryl.james@ttu.edu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_yLLAus75o
mailto:bradley.ewing@ttu.edu
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Global Lens Film Series Continues 
 
WHAT: Texas Tech University’s College of Media & Communication 
 
WHEN: 6 p.m. Thursday (April 18, April 25, and May 2)  
 
WHERE: Room 083, College of Media & Communication Building, 15th Street and 

Flint Avenue  
 
EVENT: The Global Lens 2013 film series continues during April and May 2013. 

Admission is free.  
 
Upcoming films include:  

• April 18- “Shyamal Uncle Turns Off The Lights” (India, 
directed by Suman Ghosh) 

• April 25- “Southwest” (Brazil, directed by Eduardo Nunes) 
• May 2- “Student” (Kazakhstan, directed by Darezhan 

Omirbayev) 
 

A panel of interdisciplinary scholars from the Texas Tech faculty will 
follow each screening and will encourage discussion and remarks from the 
audience.  
 
For more information about the Global Lens film series and Global Film 
Initiative programs, please visit: http://www.globalfilm.org.  

 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Robert Peaslee, assistant professor, College of Mass Communications, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 834-2562, or robert.peaslee@ttu.edu. 

 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Lending a Helping Hand 
 
Despite being busy with school and looming final exams, many students have found time 
to give back to the Lubbock community. 
 
On April 6, more than 150 students gave up their Saturday to help the Salvation Army as 
part of Tech Lubbock Community Day. Students prepared meals, helped with yard work, 
painted, repaired and helped clean the facility.  
 
“The Salvation Army is a great group to work with,” said Allison Thurman, who 
volunteered with the Raiders Helping Others (RHO) student organization. “They are very 
organized and had plenty of work they needed done.” 
 
RHO teamed with the National Residence Hall Honorary, Residence Hall Association 
and the Student Staff Leadership Council. 
 
“We are all housing organizations and started a president’s meeting to keep in touch with 
what each group was doing,” said RHO President Marian Schwarz. “We decided to do a 
joint project, and as service is a pillar in each group, Tech Lubbock Community Day was 
an easy decision.” 
 
In addition to the student volunteers, several faculty and staff members helped with the 
event as well. Volunteers came from all over campus, but many participants got involved 
because of their participation in residential organizations. 
 
Students had their work cut out for them, but said it was well worth the effort. 
 
“I edged driveways, sidewalks and street curbs as well as trimmed grass,” said Logan 
Thoeni, who is a residential housing association senator. “At the end of the day, I helped 
a group of students shovel compost into trucks to store in a yard across the street. That 
would cost the Salvation Army thousands of dollars to pay someone to do.” 
 
The coordinators for the event say they hope the success of community day will 
encourage more people on campus to get involved in the Lubbock community. 
 
“Most student groups focus their service efforts around campus, and local charities like 
the Salvation Army need volunteers so badly,” said Erin Evans, co-event coordinator. 
 



Expanding the day to include a weekend of service is a hope for next year’s event, Evans 
explained. 
 
“It is important to give back to the community because it shows that you care about 
others,” Thurman said. “It may only be a minute of your time, but it has the power to 
impact the other person for a lifetime. I think Texas Tech is doing a good job.” 
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Performance by Santa Fe Opera Concludes  
Presidential Lecture & Performance Series Season 

   
Texas Tech University Presidential Lecture and Performance Series concludes its season 
with a performance by the Santa Fe Opera at 3 p.m. April 21 in the Hemmle Recital Hall 
in the School of Music Building.  
 
“I love Lubbock, and so does the opera,” said Kirt Pavitt, the Santa Fe Opera music 
director and pianist. “We are honored to be a part of this Presidential Lecture & 
Performance Series because I know how prestigious it is. I love performing here.” 
 
The performance will incorporate musical works from opera, Broadway and popular 
music. Soprano Sara Heaton and tenor Joshua Dennis, both former Santa Fe Opera 
apprentice singers, will perform with Pavitt.  
 
“We have two young and attractive American up-and-coming singers performing with us 
in the show,” Pavitt said. “We enjoy coming to Lubbock to perform for audiences that 
aren't able to get to Santa Fe, but appreciate the Santa Fe Opera.” 
 
The Santa Fe Opera Spring Tour, composed of apprentice opera singers, travels around 
New Mexico and Texas. The program began in 1957 by John Crosby. 
 
“We are looking forward to being back in Lubbock and seeing our old friends, having a 
good time, and also giving the community a nice concert,” Pavitt said. 
 
Admission is free with limited seating. No ticket is required.  
 

 Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 
 CONTACT: Jo Moore, administrator, Presidential Lecture & Performance Series, 
College of Visual & Performing Arts, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-0700, or 
jo.moore@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech Hosts 2013 Young Adult Summit 
   
WHAT: Texas Tech University’s League of United Latin American Citizens 

(LULAC) sponsors the third annual West Texas Young Adult Summit 
 
WHEN: 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. April 20 
 
WHERE: Overton Hotel and Conference Center, 2322 Mac Davis Lane 
 
EVENT: The West Texas Young Adult Summit (WTYAS) is a one-day conference 

open to students and the Lubbock community. The WTYAS brings 
attention to current issues and real concerns facing the Latino population. 
The conference is designed to educate, initiate discussions and empower 
participants.  
 
Registration for the 2013 West Texas Young Adult Summit is required. 
The event is free and open to the public, and space is limited to 75 
attendees. Registration after spots are filled will be placed on waiting list.  
 
A continental breakfast and lunch will be provided. Participants will 
receive a free T-shirt. 
 
This year 10 selected high school students will be invited to the event for 
the Summit Fellows Initiative. Students will gain insight to college 
experience, leadership roles and how to make a difference within the 
community.  
 
For more information or to register, contact Analhi Rey at 
analhi.rey@ttu.edu. 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Analhi Rey, president, LULAC, Texas Tech University, (806) 292-7137, 
or analhi.rey@ttu.edu.  

 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:analhi.rey@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Cheer and Pom Each Top Three in the Country 

 
With two national third-place finishes and a national mascot championship, Texas Tech 
University’s spirit program has had quite a memorable year. 
  
Texas Tech’s co-ed cheer squad and pom squad each claimed third place in their 
divisions Friday (April 12) at the 2013 National Cheerleaders Association and National 
Dance Association (NCA/NDA) Collegiate Cheer and Dance Competition in Daytona 
Beach, Fla. 
 
(Watch clips of both teams’ preliminary and final performances at 
http://www.varsity.com/event/1725/2013_NCA_NDA_College and search “Texas Tech.”) 
 
Stephanie Rhode, director of the spirit program, said both teams achieving such high 
marks under first-year coaches was no small feat.  
 
“This is Erin’s first year as pom coach and Bruce’s first full year as the cheer coach, so 
we’re thrilled that they’ve had this level of success,” Rhode said. “We’re also very 
proud that the spirit program has two top-three squads in the nation and our mascot is 
also number one in the same year. I don’t know of another program in the country that 
can top that.”  
 
The cheer squad, coached by Bruce Bills, competed in the Division 1A Large Co-Ed 
Cheer category against eight other teams. The team finished with a final score of 92.7, 
and was edged out by squads from Oklahoma State University (first) and the University 
of Louisville (second).  
 
“This team fought hard all year long,” Bills said. “The drive and dedication they put into 
making this routine hit in a way to represent Texas Tech was amazing to watch and coach.  
They stepped up and supported each other each and every day. To the seven graduating 
seniors, words cannot express my gratitude and appreciation for their leadership and 
commitment to this program over the years. We will continue their legacy and be back next 
year.” 
 
Erin Harold’s pom squad’s third-place showing out of 15 dance teams in its division 
was quite an accomplishment, considering the top three teams were separated by only 
.21 points. 

http://varsity.com/event/1361/2010_nca_nda_collegeiate_cheer_and_dance_championship.aspx
http://www.varsity.com/event/1725/2013_NCA_NDA_College


 
The pom team’s finals score was 9.565, barely beaten by Brigham Young in first and 
Purdue in second.  
 
“Judges loved our routine and were so happy to see something different,” Harold said. “I 
am so proud of the girls, I know a lot of people weren’t expecting them to go down there 
and perform as well as they did. Many people from several other teams were telling them 
how much they loved their dance and thought it was amazing. They are all so excited to get 
back and start training for next year.”  
 
Nearly 300 teams in 29 divisions from across the U.S., Canada, Costa Rica and Japan 
competed for an NCA or NDA title. 
 
Texas Tech’s squad qualified for the national bid last summer at the cheer camp hosted 
by Southern Methodist University.  
 
CONTACT: Stephanie Rhode, assistant director, Center for Campus Life, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 742-5433 or stephanie.rhode@ttu.edu. 

mailto:stephanie.rhode@ttu.edu
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Expert: Thatcher Stood as Tower of Strength for Waning British Economy   
(EDITORS NOTE: THIS CONTAINS ERRONEOUS INFORMATION. DO NOT 

USE) 
 
Pitch

 
They called her The Iron Lady, and from 1979 to 1990, she ruled Britannia with a 
clenched fist and steel nerves. On Wednesday, Margaret Thatcher will be laid to rest. The 
former Prime Minister of the U.K. believed in free market enterprise and helped the 
British economy awaken from decades of slumber, but her privatization of national 
services, her stance and treatment of unionized coal workers and her introduction of a 
poll tax made her no friends in liberal circles, both in the U.K. and the U.S. 
 
A Texas Tech expert in the Department of Political Science can discuss the Thatcher 
years, and how her leadership molded the Britain of today. 
 
Expert
 
Lawrence Mayer, professor, Department of Political Science (806) 438-8834 or 
clark.mayer@ttu.edu. 

Talking Points

 
• Her personal strength enabled her to rise from a working class background to a 

degree from Oxford, an almost unheard of rise in an educational system that did 
encourage upward mobility. 

• She was a strong advocate of a classical market-based economic system; hence, 
upon taking office as prime minister she returned much of Britain’s nationalized 
economy to the private sector which was followed by a strong resurgence of the 
dormant British economy. 

• Her strength also supported American values and interests expressed in part by 
her friendship and respect for conservative American President Reagan.  

• She was a passionate defender of conservative values as in the conflict regarding 
her attempt to displace property taxes with a poll tax (head tax) to combat the 
practice of the property-less masses to vote themselves massive government 
benefits paid for by the wealthy few with property. 


 

Quotes
 
• “With the passing of Margaret Thatcher, the Western world lost one of its 

strongest, able, and decisive leaders. She was a strong defender of the British 



national interest exhibiting strength and a willingness to aggressively defend 
western values. This strength and decisiveness culminated in her dispatching the 
fleet to retake the Falkland Islands from Argentina.” 

• “Thatcher was close to and almost beloved by leading conservative opponents of 
the welfare and entitlement state in Britain and the United States but despised by 
the left in both countries. She weakened the labor movement in standing up to the 
miners and steelworkers who threatened critical strikes. As a result, about 20 
percent of those work forces became unemployed but the other 80 percent shared 
in the renewed prosperity of those industries.”  

• “In her zeal to promote economic growth which lowered the British 
unemployment rate from 13 to 6 percent in restoring British industry mostly to the 
private sector, she allowed the gap to increase between the rich and the poor.  In 
her restoration of national pride, she dragged Britain into an unnecessary war in 
the Falklands. Her strong leadership style seemed to her opponents as being 
imperious.” 

• “While the classic Westminster model viewed the Cabinet as collectively 
responsible to Commons, Thatcher cut the hours of cabinet meetings and rather 
than discuss the issues she informed her ministers of decisions already arrived at. 
This perceived arrogance led to conflicts within her government, especially with 
her predecessor, Edward Heath, and caused her to fall short of the policy 
revolution she wanted to achieve.” 

• “As one of the strongest and most decisive leaders of the post-war West, she still 
was known as a leader who knew how to deploy the powers of her office. In 
contrast to a Western world in which leaders adopt an apologetic approach to the 
pursuit of their national interest, Thatcher stood as a tower of strength. We 
unfortunately shall not see her like for a long time.” 
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New Masked Rider to Take Reins, Raider Reds Pass Guns to New Mascots 
New horse’s name and winner of naming contest will be announced. 

 
WHAT: Texas Tech University Transfer of Reins and Passing of Guns ceremonies 
 
WHEN: Friday (April 19): 2 p.m. Passing of Guns, 3 p.m. Transfer of Reins  
 
WHERE: The McKenzie-Merket Alumni Center on the Texas Tech campus 
 
EVENT: The Masked Rider Program’s 52nd rider will take the reins of the 

program’s new horse from Ashley Wenzel, the 2012-2013 Texas Tech 
Masked Rider. 

 
 Two graduating Raider Reds, one who has served three years and was the 

face of the Capital One Mascot Challenge, and another who has served 
two years, will be unmasked and transfer their guns to new Raider Reds. 

 
CONTACT: Stephanie Rhode, assistant director, Center for Campus Life, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 742-5433 or stephanie.rhode@ttu.edu. 
  
 

mailto:stephanie.rhode@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Debate Team Ranks Fifth in Country After Competing in National 
Championship Tournaments  

   
Texas Tech University Forensics Union concluded its season with winning performances 
at two national championship tournaments.  
 
The team collectively placed fifth in the country and ranked within the top ten of the 
country for its season-long performance. 
 
“We have had one of Texas Tech’s strongest performances as a team during the 2012-
2013 season,” said Robert Layne, Texas Tech director of forensics. “With multiple 
speaker awards, a high season-end ranking and multiple teams in deep elimination 
rounds, Texas Tech debate is a force to be reckoned with on the national level.”  
 
The first tournament, the National Parliamentary Tournament of Excellence, qualifies 
teams based on the season performance, while the National Championship Tournament is 
open to all debate students.  
 
Team members read current events and write evidentiary briefs to prepare for 
competition. Students receive the debate topic 15 minutes prior to the start time and are 
given that time to prepare. 
 
At the first tournament, held at the University of Nevada at Reno, three Texas Tech teams 
qualified to attend the competition.  
 
Laci Kennedy, a senior political science major from Helena, Mont., was awarded as 
second speaker in the country, while her partner Robert Maxwell, a senior 
communication studies major from Englewood, Cali., received fourth place in the 
category. 
  
“Success at nationals was such a blessing and very humbling, especially against great 
competition,” Kennedy said.  
 
Following the qualifying tournament, the debate team competed in the National 
Parliamentary Debate Association’s National Championship Tournament, where 157 
teams contended.  
 



At this competition, the team debated 25 different topics, ranging from regulations on 
compound pharmacies to the United States’ nuclear policy with North Korea.  
 
Kennedy and Maxwell placed third, losing to a team from Southern Illinois University on 
a 5-2 decision. The Southern Illinois team continued on to become national champions.  
 
Texas Tech’s debate team won two top speaker awards for Kennedy (14th place) and JT 
Seymore, a senior communications studies major from Wichita Falls, followed, who 
placed 17th in the competition.   
 
At the conclusion of the competition, members of the debate team returned to Lubbock 
with three tournament wins, 26 team awards, and 37 speaker awards.  
 

 Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 
 CONTACT: Robert Layne, director of forensics, Department of Communication 
Studies, College of Arts and Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-2792, or 
robert.layne@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech Officials Meet with Nigerian State Governor 
   
WHAT: Texas Tech University System representatives are meeting with the Oyo 

State Governor and representatives from The Technical University located 
in Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria. 

 
WHEN: 10 a.m. Wednesday (April 17) 
 
WHERE: Office of the Chancellor, Administration Building 
 
EVENT: Texas Tech Chancellor Kent Hance, along with Vice Chancellor Joe Rallo 

and Ambassador Tibor Nagy will meet with Oyo Executive Gov. Abiola 
Ajimobi, Acting Pro-Chancellor Oladopo Afolabi and other Nigerian 
federal and Oyo state officials. 

 
 Hance and Ajimobi will be signing a memorandum of understanding to 

explore future partnership opportunities between the two institutions.   
 

Nigeria is the most populous nation in Africa with more than 125 million 
people and has Africa’s second-largest and one of the fastest-growing 
economies. Producing more than 2.5 million barrels of oil per day, Nigeria 
is the world’s sixth-largest producer. 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Robert Giovannetti, associate vice chancellor, Office of 
Communications & Marketing, Texas Tech University System, (806) 742-0057 or 
robert.giovannetti@ttu.edu. 

 
 
 

 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:robert.giovannetti@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech to Host Conference Celebrating the Sowell Family Collection 
               
WHAT:          Sowell Family Collection Conference 
 
WHEN:          Thursday-Saturday (April 18-20) 
 
WHERE:        Texas Tech University Southwest Collection Library, Formby Room  
 
EVENT:          The Texas Tech Office of the President, the Office of the Provost, the 

Honors College and the Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library 
will sponsor the conference featuring the Sowell Family Collection in 
Literature, Community and the Natural World. There will be reading and 
presentations by students and scholars from Texas Tech and across the 
country. 

 
Schedule of events: 

                         
                        8-9 p.m. Thursday 

Reading with environmental and fiction writer Rick Bass 
Reception and book signing to follow 
 
7-8 p.m. Friday 
Open mic night for attendees to read Pattiann Rogers poems 
 
2-3 p.m. Saturday 
Presentation with noted environmental writer and butterfly expert Robert 
Michael Pyle 
 
The conference is free and open to the public. 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Diane Warner, staff, Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-9749, or diane.warner@ttu.edu.  
 

mailto:sydney.odrobinak@ttu.edu
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:diane.warner@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Alumnus Elevated to Fellow of the American Institute of Architects 
Morris Brown is an instructor in the Texas Tech College of Architecture at El Paso. 

 
Among the 80,000 professionals who make up the American Institute of Architects 
(AIA), only about 3,000 are elevated to the College of Fellows. Now, a pair of identical 
twin brothers is among them.  
 
Morris Brown, an instructor in the Texas Tech University College of Architecture at El 
Paso, joins his brother Terrance, now retired, in this honor.  
 
“My brother and I earned our bachelors of architecture from Texas Tech in 1969,” Brown 
said. “But we’ve been apart ever since.” 
 
On a commission from the ROTC, both men were destined for military service after 
graduation. His twin went to Vietnam, while Brown, who was married with a child, was 
scheduled to follow. Plans changed after he learned he was medically disqualified. 
 
“I suffered from high-frequency hearing loss,” Brown said. “So I took my portfolio to the 
art department, where I entered their graduate program at Texas Tech.” 
 
Brown earned his Master’s of Fine Art in sculpture and taught interior design, before 
moving to El Paso in 1978, where he was instrumental in starting with James Langford 
the community college associates degree program for architecture.  
 
In addition to his current position as professor in the TTU architecture program, Brown 
was honored among distinguished alumni in 2008 and is an active member of El Paso 
Chapter of AIA. He also is the educator member director for the Texas Society of 
Architects, and designed and illustrated “Portals at the Pass: El Paso Area Architecture to 
1930.”  
 
AIA members who have made significant contributions to architecture and society, and 
who have achieved a standard of excellence in the profession on a national level may be 
elected to the College of Fellows by a jury of their peers. Brown was honored for his 
contributions to education and his commitment to historic preservation. 
 



“Leading up to the announcement, I was awarded Scout Master of the Year by the Boy 
Scouts of America and earned the Silver Beaver Award,” Brown said. “Three days later, I 
was notified about the fellowship. I’m walking on air.” 
 
Brown is the first faculty member in the history of the College of Architecture to be 
elevated to fellow. He will be recognized June 21 at an investiture ceremony at AIA’s 
National Convention and Design Expo in Denver.  
 
The College of Architecture will honor Brown in Lubbock at the 15th Annual 
Convocation Ceremony and Distinguished Alumni Roundtable on April 19 and 20, 
respectively. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Morris Brown, instructor, College of Architecture at El Paso, Texas 
Tech University, (915) 594-2030 or morris.brown@ttu.edu. 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:morris.brown@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Hosts Undergraduate Research Conference 
   
Texas Tech University’s Center for Active Learning and Undergraduate Engagement 
hosts the 2013 Undergraduate Research Conference April 22-25. 
 
The conference features more than 140 participants from a variety of disciplines and 
research topics. The event is one of the largest undergraduate research conferences in the 
region and this year includes more than 90 registered reviewers, a number of graduate 
schools, six distinguished Texas Tech alumni as visiting scholars, and student presenters 
from as far away as Zamorano University in Honduras. 
 
“The involvement of undergraduates in research and other scholarly endeavors outside the 
classroom is integral to our mission of a holistic education,” said Michael San Francisco, 
interim vice president for research. “When undergraduates work side by side with faculty, 
graduate students and post-doctoral fellows, they learn team work, they are involved in the 
discovery process—often in generating new knowledge—they learn to analyze data and 
communicate the results and observations to others. Our goal is for all undergraduates to 
be involved in undergraduate research.” 
 
The conference will be held at several locations across the Texas Tech campus. A 
welcome networking reception will be held at 5 p.m. Tuesday (April 23) in the Animal & 
Food Science Arena. Presentations and speakers will be held throughout the day on 
Wednesday (April 24) and Thursday (April 25) in the Student Union Building. The 
conference concludes with the Undergraduate Research Spring Banquet at 6 p.m. 
Thursday (April 25) in the Frazier Alumni Pavilion. 
 
For more information on the Center for Active Learning and Undergraduate Engagement 
and for a full schedule of conference events, 
visit http://www.depts.ttu.edu/undergraduateresearch/urc/. 
 

 Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 
 CONTACT: Jerylme Robins, unit coordinator, Center for Active Learning and 
Undergraduate Engagement, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-1095, or 
jerylme.robins@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/undergraduateresearch/urc/
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Texas Tech Named to Most Affordable Colleges List 
   
Despite rising tuition costs across the country, Texas Tech University was named one of 
the country’s most affordable large public universities by AffordableCollegesOnline.org 
(ACO) in their 2013 “Most Affordable Colleges” rankings. 
 
“We are cognizant that student debt is an important issue in the state of Texas and across 
the country, and have planned and worked hard to ensure our costs remain among the 
lowest in the state,” said Lawrence Schovanec, Texas Tech Interim President. “Our 
students come here and receive a high quality education, and we are proud of their 
accomplishments. When they leave, our graduates should be focused on their careers, not 
an insurmountable level of debt.” 
 
ACO compiled their rankings by examining data from colleges, universities, and technical 
and vocational postsecondary schools in the U.S. In addition to large public colleges, 
ACO ranks large community colleges, small private colleges and online colleges. 
 
“There are a slew of rankings and lists that promote the most expensive colleges,” said 
ACO founder Dan Schuessler. “Our lists look at value colleges that also provide an 
excellent education. These schools are much more affordable for a wider base of students. 
In a time when the cost of college continues to skyrocket and student debt balloons, it is 
important to promote more affordable options.” 
 
More information about financial aid and cost of attending Texas Tech can be found 
at http://www.depts.ttu.edu/financialaid/. 
 
AffordableCollegesOnline.org (ACO) provides prospective college students and their 
parents with information and resources to help them manage the cost of obtaining an 
education.  
 

 Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 
 CONTACT: Chris Cook, director, Office of Communications & Marketing, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 742-2136, or chris.cook@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/financialaid/
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Texas Tech System Partners with Nigerian State University 
 
Chancellor Kent Hance and Oyo Executive Gov. Abiola Ajimobi signed a memorandum 
of understanding today (April 17) to explore future partnership opportunities between the 
Texas Tech University System and The Technical University located in Ibadan, Oyo State, 
Nigeria. 
 
“We would love to have additional students from Nigeria and for our students to also visit 
and study in Nigeria,” Hance said. “As we grow in international matters, Nigeria will be a 
strong partner with us.” 
 
Oyo State officials selected the Texas Tech System for its multi-campus offerings and 
academic emphasis on engineering, agriculture and social sciences. Ajimobi said Texas 
Tech and the state university system is a model for Nigerian universities. 
 
“We decided we must have a system that not only is going to be the first in Nigeria, but 
also the best in Africa that can capture all the students that travel from the U.S., Europe 
and neighboring countries for quality education,” Ajimobi said. “We decided to partner 
with Texas Tech and replicate what we see here in Nigeria with your support.” 
 
The partnership will allow students from each university to study at their home university 
for two years, and then study at the partner institution to finish their degree. Hance said the 
Texas Tech System will host up to 250 Nigerian students each academic year. 
 
Nigeria is the most populous nation in Africa with more than 125 million people and has 
Africa’s second-largest and one of the fastest-growing economies. Producing more than 
2.5 million barrels of oil per day, Nigeria is the world’s sixth-largest producer. Oyo State 
is located in southwestern Nigeria, and its capital is Ibadan. 
 
Ajimobi said that the partnership with the Texas Tech System is an important step in 
furthering Oyo State’s education goals. Oyo State was the first in Nigeria to provide a free 
education system and has developed its resources for educating students in primary and 
secondary schools by improving infrastructure. 
 
“When you look around, we have succeeded so far in transforming the state within the last 
24 months in terms of root networks and social services,” Ajimobi said. “Our next level, 
which we believe would form the business of our development, is to develop our human 
capital. We are educating our children—helping them and building schools.” 



 
Joseph C. Rallo, Texas Tech System vice chancellor for academic affairs, said that the 
partnership will enable Texas Tech to become a more globally engaged institution. 
 
“As Texas Tech seeks national research university status, we need to have an international 
component that fosters programs and partnerships with students and faculty from around 
the world,” Rallo said. “Not only is the partnership important for academic reasons, but 
also because it is the right thing to do. As educators, we need to encourage our students to 
think globally and engage with the world.” 
 
CONTACT: Robert Giovannetti, associate vice chancellor, Office of 
Communications & Marketing, Texas Tech University System, (806) 742-0057 or 
robert.giovannetti@ttu.edu. 

mailto:robert.giovannetti@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech’s Burkhart Center for Autism Aspires to National Prominence  
Faculty members, along with a new building, take aim at the growing challenge of autism. 

 
According to new Centers for Disease Control and Prevention data released in late March, the 
prevalence of parent-reported cases of autism is significantly higher now than it was just five 
years ago. 
 
From 2011 to 2012, one in 50 school-age children had a diagnosed autism spectrum disorder 
according to their parents – up from one in 86 in 2007.  

 
Researchers at Texas Tech University’s Burkhart Center for Autism Education and Research are 
doing much to address the local and regional challenges posed by the ever-increasing number of 
individuals with autism, including a new building that concentrates three community needs into 
one helpful space.   
 
Dave Richman, director of the center and the Jere Lynn Burkhart Professor and Endowed Chair, 
said the Burkhart Center’s primary objectives are to train regular and special education teachers; 
provide services for individuals with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) and their families; and to 
conduct research that will increase the quality of life of those affected by ASD.  
 
“The Burkhart Center will be moving into its new building in September,” Richman said. “This 
will allow for the development of a full-inclusion preschool, expanded outpatient clinic services 
and an expanded transition academy. This creates more opportunity for the center to expand 
training and research activities centered on all three ‘clinical’ community needs.” 
 
From high school to the work place 
The center opened in 2005 in Texas Tech’s College of Education, with a generous donation from 
Jim and Jere Lynn Burkhart. Their intent was to establish a transition academy and to provide 
education about autism to the community, according to Janice Magness, director of the Burkhart 
Center’s Transition Academy.  
 
“The Transition Academy was designed to provide a place for young adults to be, to help them 
transition from high school into competitive employment,” Magness said. “One of the things the 
Burkhart family wanted was teacher education and training for teachers, parents and anyone 
working with children and adults on the ASD spectrum.” 
 

http://www.educ.ttu.edu/research/burkhart-center/


The Burkhart family also wanted to attract well-known people in the field of autism to lecture at 
Texas Tech, to better educate people in the area whose families were affected by autism. Their 
endowment helped set up the Burkhart Family Endowed Lecture Series and brings speakers to 
the annual Autism Conference.  
 
“Thanks to Jim and Jere Lynn Burkhart, the Transition Academy is able to grow and expand to 
help young adults on the autism spectrum improve their life skills, job skills and social skills, 
making them more independent and employable,” Magness said. “The goal of the Transition 
Academy is to graduate young adults who are well-equipped to transition into the community.” 
 
Teaching the teachers 
Since that beginning, the center is developing a regional, national and international reputation for 
conducting high-quality research (i.e., peer-reviewed journal publications, securing external 
grant funds and implementing high-quality services for families with ASD) that attract students 
who may not be familiar with Texas Tech but are very familiar with the autism researchers and 
service providers. 
 
“The center offers a wide range of undergraduate and graduate opportunities for applied teaching 
and research opportunities,” said Wes Dotson, assistant professor in the college’s Department of 
Educational Psychology and Leadership and researcher in the Burkhart Center. 
 
“Undergraduates can help with the Transition Academy’s Parents Night Out program, Summer 
Camp for young children with ASD, the social skills classes I teach, and applied research 
projects centered in teaching and behavior management strategies for ASD in several areas of 
Burkhart Center activity. 
 
“The single biggest challenge to people with autism graduating from college or even attending 
college is the social deficits – we have a grant to build supports for that,” Dotson said. “I’m 
building a social support program for students with autism who have social difficulties.” 
 
Richman has taught a doctoral-level grant writing class open to all doctoral students in the 
College of Education. The focus of the class was teaching future education leaders how to seek 
external funding to support teaching and research goals, with an end product being a rough draft 
of a grant proposal.  
 
 “We take seriously the education of our graduate students to be leaders in their fields,” Richman 

 said. “All of our doctoral students have been developing their professional presentation skills, 
 and we are training them to be active members of their intellectual communities. The students 
 have presented posters and symposia at university, regional, national and international 
 conferences in the last year.” 
 
Practical outreach 
The Burkhart Center’s entire faculty and staff are working hard at community outreach and 
involvement all the while preparing to be a nationally known name in autism research in the next 
five to ten years.  

http://www.educ.ttu.edu/research/burkhart-center/lecture-series
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Dotson has taught an undergraduate special education course and implemented the college’s goal 
of moving from assessment of students’ knowledge to assessment of teaching behaviors and 
skills. This helps to prepare the special education teachers of the future. 
 

Along with the multitude of teaching and learning opportunities for Texas Tech students 
 involved in the Burkhart through classes or community service, the center offers many other 
 types of outreach to the community and families of individuals with ASD.  
 
One example is the family support online forum and call-in center funded by a grant from The 
CH Foundation. Another is the Outpatient Clinic for learning and behavior problems. All of the 
Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities grants which fund the outreach projects are service 
grants with a research component. 
 
Dotson also has taught autism awareness training for local parent groups, law enforcement 
officials, staff of the Region 17 Education Service Center, Texas Tech University Health 
Sciences Center occupational therapy students, Texas Tech student disabilities tutors and Texas 
Tech faculty and staff – just in the last year. He even has done training with a local church that 
wants to be more inclusive with people with disabilities, but wants its staff to be aware of the 
issues. 
 
Last October the Burkhart Family Endowed Lecture Series featured best-selling author and well-
known professor with autism, Temple Grandin. Upcoming this month is the ninth annual Walk 
for Autism Awareness, at 2 p.m. April 28 at Jones AT&T Stadium.  
 

 To speak with the family support specialist, Becky Critz, call (806) 224-5072. For other 
 information on the center, call (806) 742-4561 or email burkhart.educ@ttu.edu 
 
 Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
 @TexasTechMedia. 
 

   CONTACT: Dave Richman, director, Burkhart Center for Autism Education and 
 Research, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-4960, or d.richman@ttu.edu. 

http://tcdd.texas.gov/
http://today.ttu.edu/2012/10/temple-grandin-visits-texas-tech-shares-experiences/
http://today.ttu.edu/?p=63363&preview=true
http://today.ttu.edu/?p=63363&preview=true
mailto:burkhart.educ@ttu.edu
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Bioethicist Lecture Highlights Texas Tech Ag Awareness Week 
   
WHAT: Texas Tech University’s College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural  
  Resources (CASNR) Ag Awareness Week 
 
WHEN: Sunday through Friday (April 21-26) 
 
WHERE: Various, off and on campus 
 
EVENT: The college’s annual “Agriculture and Natural Resources Awareness  
  Week” begins Sunday (April 21) with a number of events and activities  
  planned throughout the week to showcase the college’s departments and  
  student organizations to the campus community. 
  
  One of the week’s highlights is a special lecture by one of the nation’s  
  groundbreaking bioethicists, Bernard Rollin. He will be a featured speaker 
  at 6 p.m. Tuesday (April 23) at the International Cultural Center, 601  
  Indiana Ave. His presentation “Animal Rights as a Main Stream   
  Phenomenon: Emerging Societal Ethics for Animals” is free and   
  open to the public. A reception will follow.  
 
  Among the events planned are: Ag Olympics, CASNR Facebook Trivia,  
  Boots to Suits, Ag Education & Communications Banquet, “Where’s the  
  Food without the Farmer” event, Beef Issues Class Special Presentation  
  and the CASNR Honors Banquet. 
 
 
A full schedule of the week’s events is available here. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Norman Martin, communications, College of Agricultural Sciences and 
Natural Resources, (806) 742-2808 or norman.martin@ttu.edu.  

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/agriculturalsciences/news/?p=1940
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Experts can Discuss Chemistry, Issues with West, Texas, Fertilizer Fire 
 
Pitch

 
The town of West, Texas, reels after a deadly explosion Wednesday at the West Fertilizer 
facility. The blast damaged more than 70 homes and other buildings surrounding the area 
and sent more than 160 people to the hospital for injuries. Investigators are not sure about 
actual fatality numbers. 
 
Texas Tech experts can discuss the explosion and other issues with this unfolding 
situation. 
 
Experts
 
 
Louisa Hope-Weeks, associate professor in the Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry, Texas Tech University (925) 457-8475 or louisa.hope-weeks@ttu.edu. 
Hope-Weeks synthesizes and studies explosives, in particular ammonium nitrate. Reports 
have said the fire was actually anhydrous ammonia explosion, which is classified as a 
non-flammable gas but can be kept as a liquid at pressure. She says that doesn’t mean it 
won’t burn. She can discuss the chemistry of the explosion and concerns with one of the 
possible byproducts of the explosion. Anhydrous ammonium, in particular, does have 
severe health effects for humans but can be doused out of the air with water and taken up 
by plants. 

Theo Udeigwe, assistant professor of soil chemistry, Department of Plant and Soil 
Science, Texas Tech University (806) 742-2838 ext. 223, or theo.ueigwe@ttu.edu. 
Udeigwe can discuss the chemistry of ammonia and ammonium nitrate and their uses as 
fertilizer products. He also can talk about the environmental quality issues associated 
with the use and mishandling of these fertilizer products and the potential impacts on 
human health. 

 

mailto:louisa.hope-weeks@ttu.edu
mailto:theo.ueigwe@ttu.edu
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More Than 500 Elementary and Middle School Students Compete in LEGO 
Robotics Challenge 

 
WHAT: Get Excited About Robotics (GEAR) competition day 
 
WHEN: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday (April 20) 
  Elementary Schools: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.; Middle Schools: 1 p.m.-5 p.m. 
 
WHERE: Texas Tech Rec Center, Basketball Courts 
 
EVENT: GEAR is an eight-week LEGO robotics challenge for elementary 

and middle school students in grades K-8. Student teams build and 
program LEGO robots, using MINDSTORMS NXT kits to 
perform specified tasks. To solve the challenge, students learn 
engineering skills through a teaming exercise in designing, 
building, programming, testing and troubleshooting wheeled 
LEGO robots that perform and compete on an eight-foot by eight-
foot field. 
 
Texas Tech freshmen engineering students mentor the elementary 
and middle school students and assist with robot programming. 
 
During the last six years, Texas Tech served as a local GEAR hub 
for the competition in Lubbock. During this time period, the 
competition has grown from a trial run held with Harwell 
Elementary School in 2006 to a competition with 150 participating 
teams. This year, more than 500 students from more than 50 
schools from the Lubbock area and across the South Plains will 
participate. 
 
For more information, visit the GEAR website. 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

http://www.gearrobotics.org/
http://mindstorms.lego.com/en-us/Default.aspx
http://www.coe.ttu.edu/stem/gear/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/


CONTACT: Tanja Karp, associate professor, Department of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering, Whitacre College of Engineering, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-3533 ext. 251, or tanja.karp@ttu.edu.  

mailto:tanja.karp@ttu.edu
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Planting Tradition 
Texas Tech celebrates Strive for Honor Week, Sustainability Week and Arbor Day. 

               
Texas Tech University will continue its annual celebration of sustainability and 
community with Arbor Day April 26.  
 
The event is a partnership among Student Union & Activities, Hospitality Services, the 
Center for Campus Life, Tech Activities Board, Grounds Maintenance and the Texas 
Tech Ethics Center. 
 
“Arbor Day is a great opportunity for Red Raiders to come together to beautify the 
campus and understand the importance of service while building a sense of community,” 
said Jon Mark Bernal, associate director for Student Union & Activities. “It allows for 
students, faculty, staff and alumni to celebrate in a fun way by enjoying music, food and 
planting right in the heart of campus.” 
 
Arbor Day features Texas Tech students, faculty and staff helping to beautify the campus 
and highlight student organizations. The event kicks off at 11 a.m. at Memorial Circle. 
Live music by This Century will begin at 11:30 a.m. and the student organization awards 
begin at 12:50 p.m., presented by the 2012 Homecoming King and Queen. Planting 
begins at 1:20 p.m. and continues until 3 p.m. 
 
Leading up to the event, Texas Tech Hospitality Services is hosting Sustainability Week 
and the Center for Campus Life, Staff Senate, Student Government Association, Student 
Union & Activities and the Ethics Center are hosting Strive for Honor Week. 
 
Sustainability Week spreads awareness about the importance of sustainability living on 
the Texas Tech campus by offering several opportunities for students to participate in 
sustainable activities. Strive for Honor Week includes ethics demonstrations, 
documentaries and lectures designed to encourage students to act with integrity, show 
sportsmanship, help each other and live the values of Texas Tech. 
 
Texas Tech is making strides in sustainability by creating LEED-certified buildings and 
participating in events such as RecyleMania. The week’s many events are inspired by 
Texas Tech’s commitment to preparing learners to be ethical leaders. 
 

mailto:callie.jones@ttu.edu
http://www.thiscenturyband.com/


A full list of Sustainability Week events can be found at www.hospitality.ttu.edu. A full 
list of Strive for Honor Week events can be found at www.striveforhonor.ttu.edu. 
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 
CONTACT: Jon Mark Bernal, associate director, Student Activities, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-4708, or jm.bernal@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.hospitality.ttu.edu/
http://www.striveforhonor.ttu.edu/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:jm.bernal@ttu.edu
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Raider Roadshow Heading to El Paso   
   
WHAT: Raider Roadshow 2013 
 
WHEN: 2:30 p.m. Sunday (April 21); check-in is at 1:30 p.m. 
 
WHERE: El Paso Convention Center, One Civic Center Plaza, El Paso 
 
EVENT: Texas Tech University deans, associate deans and other representatives 

from academic colleges will attend the Raider Roadshow to describe the 
traditions, spirit and campus activities awaiting students. 

 
                        After check-in, members from the Office of the President will have a 

welcoming ceremony. During the event, students will work with 
admissions, financial aid, housing and hospitality, campus life and 
academics to navigate the transition to Texas Tech. Mascot Raider Red 
will make a special appearance.  

 
                        The event is open to high school seniors to complete their applications or 

attend a breakout session if they have already been admitted; juniors to 
start exploring their futures; transfer students to help make the transition to 
Texas Tech a successful one; and parents to meet other parents to find out 
what makes Texas Tech special. 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Toni Riley, associate director of recruitment, Undergraduate 
Admissions, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-1480, or toni.riley@ttu.edu. 

 
 
  

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Team Wins Texas Tech Law’s Third National Championship in Five Weeks 
Second-year students win inaugural contest testing jury selection skills 

 
A team of second-year students claimed Texas Tech University School of Law’s 28th national 
championship at the inaugural Show Me Challenge National Voir Dire Competition hosted by 
the University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law. 
 
Riley Branch of Aspermont, Luke Calhoun of Lufkin and Stacie Carter of Centennial, Colo., beat 
11 teams from some of the nation’s top trial advocacy schools in this first-of-its-kind contest 
judging jury-selection and opening-statement skills. Calhoun additionally claimed the Best Voir 
Dire award. 
 
The term “voir dire” refers to the process used for jury selection.  
 
“Voir dire is one of the most important skills a successful trial attorney needs,” said team coach 
Robert Withers, a 2011 Texas Tech Law alumnus and felony prosecutor with the Lubbock 
County Criminal District Attorney’s Office. “The Show Me Challenge provided as close to a 
real-life simulation of the jury selection process as one can get without having an actual trial.” 
 
The voir dire championship marks Texas Tech Law’s third national advocacy title in the past 
five weeks, and the fourth for the 2012-2013 academic year. This year Texas Tech Law teams 
have also claimed three national final trophies, four semifinal finishes, three quarterfinal finishes, 
four regional championships and six Best Brief/Best Advocate awards. 
  
Withers said that to earn the voir dire title, team members had to overcome challenges related to 
competing in a new tournament. These included learning a new skill set and dissecting a 
complicated case record.  
 
“I really am in awe of my team’s skills as advocates,” Withers said. “Stacie, Luke and Riley had 
the opportunity to only see two actual voir dires before heading to Kansas City, so the fact that 
they could take what they learned given their limited exposure to the process is remarkable.”  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
Contact: Cory Chandler, communications coordinator, Texas Tech School of Law,  
(806) 742-3990 ext. 249, or cory.chandler@ttu.edu. 
 

mailto:cory.chandler@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Hosts State FFA Competition  
   
WHAT: Texas Tech University’s College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural  
  Resources hosts state FFA Career Development Events 
 
WHEN: Saturday (April 20) 
 
WHERE: Various agriculture buildings on campus 
 
EVENT: Texas Tech’s Department of Animal and Food Sciences expects to host  
  about 1,000 people for state contests. The event also serves as a   
  recruitment event for the college. The college also hosted a qualifying  
  event April 13. 
 
A full schedule of events is available here. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Leslie Thompson, chair, Department of Animal and Food Sciences, 
(806) 742-2805 ext. 223 or leslie.thompson@ttu.edu.  

https://www.judgingcard.com/Registration/getFile.ashx?ID=2304
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Ethiopian Deputy Prime Minister Visits Texas Tech 

 
Ethiopian Deputy Prime Minister Demeke Mekonnen, who also serves as the minister of 
education, will visit Texas Tech University April 21-24 with officials from 13 Ethiopian 
universities. 
 
As the second ranking member of Ethiopian government, the deputy prime minister is 
one of the highest ranking foreign visitors to come to Lubbock. 
 
Accompanying Mekonnen will be Ethiopian Ambassador to the U.S. Girma Birru and 
Gezahgen Kebede, the Ethiopian honorary consul in Houston. The U.S. Department of 
State is a sponsor of the visit. 
 
Ethiopia is interested in exploring partnership opportunities with Texas Tech. In the past 
decade, the country expanded its university system from three to 21 institutions. The 
nation is home to about 91 million people and spends more than 25 percent of its budget 
on education – one of the highest rates in the world.  
 
Because of Ethiopia’s university expansion, many of its university faculty and 
researchers hold bachelors’ degrees. The nation is seeking U.S. partners to aid in 
upgrading their undergraduate degrees to master’s and doctoral degrees. 
 
Ethiopian officials are meeting with Texas Tech because the nation’s higher education 
programs are focusing on sciences, math, engineering, technology and agriculture.  
 
While in Lubbock, Ethiopian officials will meet with Texas Tech administration and 
colleges to explore possibilities for collaboration. In addition, the delegation will visit the 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center. Several representatives U.S. universities 
will be in Lubbock during the visit.  
 
Media availability will be 4 p.m. Monday (April 22) at a reception for the delegation at 
the Ranching Heritage Center, located at 3121 Fourth St. 
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 

mailto:megan.ketterer@ttu.edu
http://www.media.ttu.edu/


CONTACT: Tibor Nagy, Vice Provost for International Affairs, Administration, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2184, or tibor.nagy@ttu.edu. 
 

mailto:tibor.nagy@ttu.edu
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Expert: Tolerance for Government Intrusion into Privacy Cyclical; Less Privacy 
Most Likely Outcome from Monday’s Boston Marathon Bombing  

 
Pitch

 
Police are still looking for one of the two suspects believed to have planted the bombs 
that killed three and injured more than 170 at Monday’s Boston Marathon.  
 
As the threat of terror continues worldwide, a Texas Tech University political scientist 
can discuss how terrorist acts and their aftermath directly correlates to voter turnout and 
citizens’ willingness to exchange freedom for safety. 
 
Gregg Murray furthered that research as a 2012-2013 academic fellow of the 
Washington-based, non-partisan policy institute Foundation for the Defense of 
Democracies (FDD). He was awarded a fellowship that included an intensive course in 
terrorism studies and the opportunity to learn how democracies worldwide can defeat 
terrorism. 
 
Expert
 
Gregg Murray, assistant professor of political science, Department of Political Science, 
(806) 201-1898, or g.murray@ttu.edu.  
 
Talking Points

 

• The threat from other countries is far greater than the threat of terrorism from 
within. However home-grown terrorists are harder to track and anticipate.  

• In the last 50 years, terrorism has changed to targeting political and religious 
leaders to targeting the public at large. 

• 24-hour news cycles and social media play a part in making the psychological 
impact of terrorism greater. 
 

Quotes

 
• “Terrorism is such a rare event. What is it that flips people on into doing it? 

Contrary to popular belief, terrorists aren’t usually clinically ‘crazy.’ One view is 
that it’s people getting together in groups and doing things they’d never do 
individually. Just like a mob. Individually, the people in a mob would never 
commit the destruction and violence on their own.” 

http://www.defenddemocracy.org/
http://www.defenddemocracy.org/


• “The numbers of terror acts have increased dramatically since 9/11, but they seem 
to have leveled off at a heightened level since about 2007. But terrorists are trying 
to create a psychological effect in their targets. Now that we’ve become so 
connected with the 24-hour news cycle and social media, it’s very easy to to make 
a psychological impact by doing these sorts of things.” 

• “After events like this, we start to see that people are more willing to give up their 
privacy. Cameras played a big role in finding out who did this. Just like the 
London bombings, the police were able to follow the suspects everywhere they 
went through closed-circuit security TV. We’re probably going to see a lot more 
of that in our country as well as increased security in general.” 
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Faces Behind Texas Tech’s Raider Red Revealed at Ceremony 

Ritual honors two students who helped elevate mascot to national champion. 
 

In what was a whirlwind year for the mascot Raider Red, including the Capital One 
Mascot Challenge Championship, two of the students serving in secret finally revealed 
their true identities as Texas Tech University honored them for their service. 
 
Zach Bohls and Geoff Waller transferred their duties to new students Friday during the 
eighth annual Passing of the Guns Ceremony. 
 
With his red mustache and floppy white hat, the swaggering Raider Red is a symbol of 
Texas Tech spirit and pride. He was designed in 1971 by Saddle Tramp Jim Gaspard based 
on the illustrations of Lubbock cartoonist Dirk West. 
 
“I would like to thank Zach and Geoff for their dedication and service to the Raider Red 
Program and Texas Tech University,” said Bruce Bills, cheer and mascot coach. “They 
both have done an exceptional job representing Texas Tech and have made a lasting 
impression.” 
 
Bohls, a public relations major from Austin, appeared as Raider Red more than 350 times 
in the three years he spent in the suit, head and boots. 
 
“Being part of this elite ‘furr’-ternity of Raider Reds has showed me how blessed I am,” 
Bohls said. “It has given me the absolute best relationships I ever thought I could have. 
The program has opened so many doors for me, and I hope that I gave as much as they did 
me.” 
 
As the most experienced “Red,” he was tapped to travel to Los Angeles to do all of the 
publicity material for the Capital One national mascot of the year contest, including photo 
and video shoots with other universities’ mascots. His costumed likeness became Texas 
Tech’s presence in the semester-long voting competition, which netted $20,000 for the 
mascot program with the victory. 
  
“The California trip for Capital One was the most fun I had as Red,” Bohls said. “It was 
unbelievable to go three years as Raider Red. Because of the mascot contest and the many 
appearances to support it, senior level courses, and another one of us having injuries, it was 
extremely hard to manage my time. Winning the Capital One Mascot Challenge for Texas 
Tech was worth it. 
 



If not for his brother, Bohls may not have ended up at Texas Tech in the first place. 
 
“Tyler was the only one in the family to graduate from Texas Tech. He was definitely the 
glue to stick me to coming here,” he said. 
 
Waller, a history and political science double major, with a minor in European Studies, is 
from Lubbock and served as Raider Red for two years.  
 
His favorite memory, he said, has to be riding the motorcycle out into Jones Stadium for 
the first time ever. 
 
“This year has been way more hectic than normal with the Capital One competition on top 
of our usual appearances,” Waller said. “While it was crazier and more hectic, it was also a 
lot more fun to be part of the program with so much attention on us at all times. Having to 
do all those extra appearances was definitely worth it to see us win first place!” 
 
By “extra appearances,” the number nearly doubled from the average in the fall 2012 
semester while the Capital One challenge was in progress. Raider Red typically averages 
150 appearances for an entire year. In the fall alone the three students had 111 appearances 
August through December, and nearly 50 more already for spring. 
 
Waller is the product of a family deep in Red Raider tradition. 
 
“Both of my parents, my grandparents, and several aunts, uncles and cousins attended 
Texas Tech,” Waller said. “Because of this, I have been surrounded by the Tech traditions 
from the day I was born. I had season tickets to football games with my aunt for about 12 
years before I enrolled as a student at Texas Tech. With all of the Tech spirit surrounding 
me, it is no surprise that I ended up going to Texas Tech.” 
 
Open to Saddle Tramps and High Riders, four students will take on the duties of Raider 
Red for the coming year. 
 
CONTACT: Stephanie Rhode, assistant director, Center for Campus Life, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 742-5433, or stephanie.rhode@ttu.edu.  

 

mailto:stephanie.rhode@ttu.edu


      

 
Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

        News Release 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE:  April 19, 2013 
CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, leslie.cranford@ttu.edu  
         (806) 742-2136 
 

New Masked Rider Takes Reins during Transfer 
New rider and new steed debut as a team at annual ceremony. 

 
Texas Tech University’s new Masked Rider Corey Waggoner accepted the reins to newly 
named horse Fearless Champion on Friday (April 19), becoming the 52nd student to don 
the mascot mask and cape. 
 
Waggoner is a junior animal science major from Lubbock. Born and raised in the Hub 
City, he has always been a Red Raider fan. In the coming year he will promote spirit and 
goodwill for Texas Tech at athletic events and other school and civic appearances 
throughout Texas, while spreading his love of horses, passion for riding and enthusiasm 
for the university.   
 
“I look forward to representing Texas Tech as a friendly face to the public and spreading 
school spirit,” Waggoner said. “I have pictures of me as a little kid dressed in red and 
black on a jet-black horse from one of my riding club’s parade appearances.” 
 
The son of Travis and Annette Waggoner, he attended New Deal High School and 
graduated from South Plains College in 2011 with an associate degree in science before 
transferring to Texas Tech. He already has been a member of the Masked Rider family, 
as he volunteered on the 2011 and 2012 Masked Rider field safety teams. 
 
“During this time, I realized how special the Masked Rider is to Texas Tech and the 
community,” Waggoner said. “I will strive to embody what the Masked Rider stands for: 
character, high moral standards, perseverance, loyalty and respect.” 
 
Waggoner started competing at playdays in barrels, poles, and other events in lead line 
when he was 2 and was riding horses on his own by the time he was 4. As he got older, 
he rode and carried a flag in many stock show parades and rodeo grand entries with his 
riding club, including the Fort Worth Stock Show Parade, San Angelo Stock Show 
parade, and in countless other large and small communities throughout Texas. At 12 he 
began training colts for other people until he was old enough to work. 
 
Every year since 1993 when he was 2 years old and won his first high-point buckle, 
Waggoner has earned many honors and awards. He received high-point champion in 
2001 at the American Association of Sheriff Posses & Riding Club (AASP&RC) Horse 
Show Finals for judged events (halter, horsemanship, showmanship, trail, western 



pleasure and reining), high-point champion for speed events, and also received his first 
saddle for all around champion.  
 
Competing in AASP&RC playdays, Waggoner has been club and district champion in his 
age group every year he competed. In 1995 he began competing at the AASP&RC State 
Playday Finals, receiving high-point awards every year. After 17 years of competing at 
the AASP&RC Playday Finals, he finally won high-point speed event champion in 2012. 
He started competing in various high-point speed event saddle shows in 2001 at the 
Morgan Mill Shootout. In 2005 he started competing at the National Association of 
Riding Clubs and Sheriff Posses Playday Finals where he won the high point champion 
saddle in 2007, 2010, 2011 and 2012.  
 
Waggoner is a member of the American Quarter Horse Association, the American Paint 
Horse Association, the American Association of Sheriff Posses & Riding Club, the 
National Association of Riding Clubs and Sheriff Posses, Better Barrel Races, and a 
former member of the National Barrel Horse Association.  
 
“The Texas Tech Masked Rider is more than just a mascot; it is one of the most 
recognizable public symbols of Texas Tech University,” Waggoner said. “It is a 
prestigious position, which only a select group of students have the privilege to fill. As 
the next Masked Rider, the public will not see me as an individual, but as the Texas Tech 
Masked Rider, a symbol of everything great about the university.”  
 
Ashley Wenzel, the 2012-2013 Masked Rider, traveled more than 10,000 miles making 
more than 100 appearances at athletic events, rodeos and other functions.  
 
Wenzel has two favorite memories, one being her very first run, which was at the 2012 
Transfer of Reins baseball game.  
 
“It was the first time I got to experience Midnight Matador’s love for his job,” Wenzel 
said. “Feeling his heart beating through the saddle was very intense! My second favorite 
memory was running at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo. Being from the 
Houston area, I grew up going to the HLSR as a kid and through high school. It was 
always a dream of mine to ride in the Reliant Stadium arena. Never did I think that I 
would get that opportunity.” 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Stephanie Rhode, assistant director of the Center for Campus Life, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-5433 or stephanie.rhode@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Texas Tech Names Distinguished Engineers 
 

The Texas Tech University Edward E. Whitacre Jr. College of Engineering named Kelly 
J. Beierschmitt, Ben A. Calloni, Joe D. Gamble, Tom Jacobs, Jack L. McCavit, Scott P. 
Moore and James Thompson as recipients of the 2013 Distinguished Engineer Award on 
April 19 at a luncheon at the Overton Hotel in Lubbock. 
  
The Distinguished Engineer Award was established during the 1966-67 academic year to 
recognize the most outstanding alumni of the college. Since that time, 212 former 
students have received this honor. 
 
Recipients of the award must be distinguished in their profession, an inspiration to their 
peers and have demonstrated a continuing interest in areas outside the field of 
engineering. 
 
“The Distinguished Engineer Award is the highest honor we at the Whitacre College of 
Engineering can bestow on our alumni,” said Al Sacco Jr., dean of the college, “Our 
community of scholars: students, staff, faculty and administrators, are very proud of all 
the accomplishments of our fellow Red Raiders, but are especially delighted to recognize 
the best of those among us as Distinguished Engineers. These individuals have excelled 
in their chosen fields of business, science, engineering, education and public service. 
They represent the best of what a Texas Tech education can become. We are honored to 
be able to recognize their achievements in this way.” 
 
Beierschmitt graduated in 1992 with a doctorate in industrial engineering. He began his 
career at Pantex, where he held several key roles ranging from providing leadership in 
efforts to enhance the safeguards and security program to the responsibility for high 
explosives production, storage and disposal efforts. In 1996, he left Pantex for the Pacific 
Northwest National Laboratory, where he provided support to the Department of 
Energy’s International Nuclear Safety Advisory Group’s Chernobyl evaluation. He joined 
the Oak Ridge National Laboratory in 2000 and is currently the associate laboratory 
director of neutron sciences for the Oak Ridge National Laboratory. He is responsible for 
the management of the neutron sciences research and development portfolio, including 
the operation of the Spallation Neutron Source, the world’s most powerful pulsed neutron 
source. He also is responsible for the operation of the HFIR, an 85 megawatt research 
reactor dedicated to neutron scattering, materials irradiation and isotope production. 
 



Calloni graduated in 1992 with a master of science and in 1997 with a doctorate, both in 
computer science. He is highly regarded as a subject-matter expert in software and 
security engineering by senior system architects of the world’s aerospace and defense 
corporations, as well as in the U.S. government. He has performed research in the 
security and safety critical domains with the Department of Defense, Department of 
Homeland Security and the National Security Agency. He is a Lockheed Martin 
Corporate Fellow, an honor given to only one percent of the corporation’s 60,000 
technical employees worldwide. 
 
Gamble graduated in 1962 with a bachelor of science and in 1963 with a master of 
science, both in civil engineering. After graduation, he accepted a position at the NASA 
Johnson Space Center in Houston with the group responsible for the aerodynamics and 
flight mechanics analysis for human spacecraft. He supported the Gemini and Apollo 
programs, and was a member of the team responsible for development and verification of 
the Space Shuttle Orbiter entry flight control system. He later worked as NASA’s chief 
engineer for the Assured Crew Return Vehicle. After his retirement, Gamble was a 
member of the Guidance and Control Team for the Columbia Accident Investigation 
Board. He is a consultant with MEI Technologies in Houston, where he continues to 
support the Johnson Space Center. He is currently helping NASA’s Orion Program to 
develop a vehicle to transport astronauts to the space station and for deep space 
exploration. 
 
Jacobs graduated in 1987 with a bachelor of science in engineering technology. He has 
more than 24 years of experience in all facets of residential construction and 
development, in addition to experience in commercial construction project management. 
Since his career in home building began in 1988, Jacobs has served in virtually every 
capacity within the industry and has participated in the startup of two divisions from the 
ground up. He has been recognized as an innovator in the industry and is active in the 
development and implementation of electronic scheduling systems, electronic work order 
systems, and many programs related to quality and process improvement. Jacobs is 
president of the Houston Division for Ryland Homes, where he is in charge of all land 
acquisition and development, product development, sales, field operations and customer 
service. 
 
McCavit graduated in 1970 with a bachelor of science in chemical engineering. He 
worked for Celanese Chemical Company for 35 years before retiring in 2005. Most of his 
career at Celanese was spent in operations and technical management at three different 
plant sites, including serving as operations manager at the facility in Pampa. From 2000 
until his retirement from Celanese in 2005, McCavit provided strategic process safety 
management direction for Celanese as the company manager of process safety. He is 
president of JL McCavit Consulting, LLC, a consulting company specializing in 
improving process safety management systems and reducing process safety incidents. 
 
Moore graduated in 1982 with a bachelor of science in electrical engineering. He has 
worked for American Electric Power for more than 30 years, beginning as a substation 
engineer in Abilene, and working his way up to vice president in 2007. His leadership 
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and drive led to the development of innovative engineering solutions, most notably 
standardized and prefabricated substations and modular control buildings. Moore is vice 
president of transmission engineering and project services for AEP Transmission, a part 
of American Electric Power. He directs the capital service function for AEP 
Transmission, the nation’s largest electricity transmission system, comprising more than 
39,000 miles of transmission line and 3,500 substations in 11 states. 
 
Thompson attended Texas Tech and received a bachelor of science in 1968, a master of 
science in 1970, and a doctorate in 1974, all in electrical engineering. He has worked in 
academia as a faculty member and most recently as an engineering administrator. His 
areas of technical specialization include high voltage, electro-optics, electrical breakdown 
phenomena, pulsed power systems and devices, lasers, fast electrical and optical 
diagnostics, high power switches and dielectric materials. As an administrator, he has 
initiated and grown college programs to increase engineering enrollment, student 
graduation rates, improving classroom success and learning. Thompson is the dean of the 
University Of Missouri College Of Engineering, and has served in that capacity since 
1994. He was previously the dean of engineering at the University of New Mexico. 
 
For more detailed information on each of the Distinguished Engineers, visit 
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/alumni/de/index.php 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Jeff Sammons, director of marketing, Whitacre College of 
Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3451, or jeff.sammons@ttu.edu. 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/alumni/de/index.php
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:jeff.sammons@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Names New Masked Rider Horse  

Fearless Champion succeeds Midnight Matador as mascot’s steed. 
 
When Texas Tech University completed the purchase of Hollywood at Dusk or “Woody” 
from a ranch in Tulia in mid-January, the quest was on for the perfect mascot moniker. A 
naming contest was launched and the winner was chosen in early March.  
 
The wait for the unveiling of the horse’s mascot name ended today (April 19) with the 
announcement of “Fearless Champion” as the winning stage name for new-Masked Rider 
Corey Waggoner’s new horse. The name was announced at the annual Transfer of Reins 
ceremony held at the McKenzie-Merket Alumni Center. 
 
Fearless Champion is a black, 8-year-old Quarter Horse gelding, approximately 15 hands 
tall and about 1,100 pounds. He was the horse ridden by Masked Rider Ashley Wenzel at 
the Meineke Car Care Bowl Dec. 28. 
 
The winner of the naming contest is Dr. Corey J. Haggard, an anesthesiologist who 
graduated from the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center in1989. Although 23 
people submitted the same name, Haggard’s was the earliest time-stamped email, per 
contest rules. For his winning submission, Haggard received Texas Tech football 2013 
season tickets.  
 
The contest netted 1,364 emails submitted, with more than 2,500 name suggestions. The 
chosen name was voted on and approved by the Masked Rider Committee on March 5. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Stephanie Rhode, assistant director, Center for Campus Life, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 438-5546 or stephanie.rhode@ttu.edu.  

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:stephanie.rhode@ttu.edu
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Women’s Studies Program and V-Day Lubbock Coalition Host Take Back the Night 
               
WHAT:           Take Back the Night Rally and March            
 
WHEN:           7-9:30 p.m. Saturday (April 20) 
 
WHERE:         Catholic Student Center Parking Lot, Broadway and Avenue X   
 
EVENT:          Texas Tech Women’s Studies program and the V-Day Lubbock Coalition 

host Take Back the Night an interactive event creating awareness, 
empowering survivors and educating the community about sexual 
violence.  

 
                        The free event includes a performance of V-Men, the One Billion Rising 

flash mob dance, march against sexual violence, a candlelight vigil, a 
silent candlelight walk of remembrance and drum circle.  

 
Take Back the Night’s supporters have always understood the power of 
speaking out. Rape, sexual assault, sexual abuse and domestic violence are 
often labeled “crimes of silence” because of low reporting rates and social 
discomfort with their public discussion. Survivors of sexual assault, rape, 
domestic violence and sexual abuse are invited to join the rally and march 
toward eliminating sexual violence. 

             
For more information on Take Back the Night, 
visit http://www.depts.ttu.edu/wstudies/events_takebackthenight.php.   

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Tricia Earl, Unit Coordinator, Women’s Studies, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742.4335, or patricia.a.earl@ttu.edu. 
 
 

mailto:m.shudde@ttu.edu
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/wstudies/events_takebackthenight.php
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:patricia.a.earl@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech College of Ag Cancels Bernard Rollin Lecture 
 
Texas Tech University’s College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources has 
cancelled the Agriculture Awareness Week classroom presentations and special lecture 
by Bernard Rollin, scheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday (April 23).  
 
Due to inclement weather in the Denver area, Rollin, one of the nation’s groundbreaking 
bioethicists, cannot travel to Lubbock. The college hopes to reschedule him for a time in 
the near future. 
 
Rollin was scheduled to speak on “Animal Rights as a Main Stream Phenomenon: 
Emerging Societal Ethics for Animals.” 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu or on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

 
 CONTACT: Norman Martin, communications, College of Agricultural Sciences 
and Natural Resources, (806) 742-2808 or norman.martin@ttu.edu.  

 
 
 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/


      

 
Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

                                                                  News Release 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: April 22, 2013 
CONTACT: Megan Ketterer, megan.ketterer@ttu.edu 
   (806) 742-2136 

 
Texas Tech Ranks 11th in Nation’s  

Landscape Architecture Undergraduate Programs  
   
Texas Tech University’s Department of Landscape Architecture undergraduate program 
ranked 11th out of more than 90 programs in the nation, according to 
“DesignIntelligence.” 
 
“DesignIntelligence,” published by Greenway Communications, is the Design Futures 
Council’s bi-monthly report on the future, delivering research, commentary and best 
practices.  
 
“It’s always nice to be recognized,” said Alon Kvashny, chairman of the Department of 
Landscape Architecture. “However, that does not mean we coast from here on out. We 
still have to make sure that we adjust our courses to meet the present needs and the 
technology of today. It is something that needs constant tuning to stay current.”  
 
Texas Tech’s landscape architecture undergraduate program is one of two in the state.  
 
The program at Texas Tech is involved internationally, which includes sending students 
to study in places like Brazil, Italy and Mexico. The program also focuses on semi-arid 
landscapes, which is different than programs at other universities.  
 
“I think the program stands out because of the sequence of courses that we teach, the 
involvement with community planning and our involvement with service learning,” 
Kvashny said.   
 
The program is evaluated and adjusted to meet the needs of today’s market and to ensure 
students are marketable upon graduation, Kvashny said.  
 
The faculty in the program make classes interesting for students, said Josh Barry, a senior 
landscape architecture major from San Antonio.  
 
“I like the fact that I know everyone in my classes,” Barry said. “We have small classes 
and I know the professors pretty well. It’s a lot of fun, but a lot of work at the same 
time.”  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

 



 CONTACT: Alon Kvashny, professor and chair, Department of Landscape 
Architecture, College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-2894, or alon.kvashny@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech to Host Author John Agresto 

 
Texas Tech University’s Office of International Affairs and the Institute for the Study of 
Western Civilization will host author John Agresto at 5:30 p.m. April 23 in the Hall of 
Nations at Texas Tech’s International Cultural Center, 601 Indiana Ave. 
 
The author of “Mugged by Reality: The Liberation of Iraq and the Failure of Good 
Intentions,” will discuss liberalism, the Arab Spring and the mugging of 
neoconservatives. 
 
Agresto served as senior adviser to the Iraqi Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific 
Research in the year following the liberation of Iraq. He has subsequently been a 
founding member of the board of trustees, provost, acting chancellor, and dean of the 
faculty at the American University of Iraq, in Kurdish Iraq.  
  
“With the recent events in the Middle East, wishfully referred to as ‘The Arab Spring,’ 
but now thought to herald something perhaps more wintry, people have become more 
thoughtful about the ease with which democracy can be exported,” said Jane Bell, 
director at the International Cultural Center and event organizer. “John Agresto, who 
served as senior advisor to the Iraqi Ministry of Higher Education in the year following 
the liberation of Iraq, has seen up close and personal that reality is sometimes at odds 
with good intentions. I think people will come away from Dr. Agresto’s talk with a 
greater understanding about why democracy can only take root in fertile soil, and why it 
cannot simply be willed into being.” 
 
The event is free and open to the public. For more information, call (806) 742-2917 ext. 
232. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Jane Bell, director, International Cultural Center, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-3667 or jane.bell@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Award Winning Filmmaker to Speak at Texas Tech  
   
WHAT: The Vietnam Center and Archive Guest Lecture Series with Socheata 

Poeuv 
 
WHEN: Thursday (April 25) 
  6 p.m. – film 
  7:30 p.m. – lecture  
 
WHERE: Helen DeVitt Jones Auditorium, Museum of Texas Tech University,  

4th Street and Indiana Avenue. 
 
EVENT: An award winning filmmaker, scholar and social activist, Socheata Poeuv 

is founder and CEO of Khmer Legacies, an organization whose mission is 
to create a video archive of testimonies from survivors of the Cambodian 
genocide. Poeuv was born in a Thai refugee camp after her parents fled 
Cambodia in the midst of the Pol Pot regime. They emigrated to the U.S. 
when she was two years old.  
 
Poeuv’s presentation will include a screening of her 2006 film, “New Year 
Baby,” which documents her return to Cambodia to learn what happened 
to her family during the terror of the Khmer Rouge. The film has won 
multiple awards, including Amnesty International’s “Movies That Matter” 
Human Rights Cinema Award and the Crystal Heart Award for expressing 
“hope and respect for the positive values of life.” The film was broadcast 
nationally as part of PBS’s “Independent Lens” series.  
 
The lecture and film are cosponsored by the Museum of Texas Tech 
University. Admission is free and open to the public. 
 
New Year Baby is the first film in the Vietnam Center and Archive’s fifth 
Annual APAHM Film Festival. For more information about this and the 
other films in the festival, including show times, see the 2013 Film 
Festival page. 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/2013filmfestival
http://www.media.ttu.edu/


CONTACT: Mary Saffell, associate director, The Vietnam Center and Archive, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 742-9010, or mary.saffell@ttu.edu. 
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History Professor’s Take on New Jackie Robinson Biopic 
 

The new Jackie Robinson biopic (“42”) has hit a home run with moviegoers, raking in 
more than $53 million in its first two weeks at the box office. 
  
But a Texas Tech University assistant professor suggests that the film’s mass appeal 
could also send a wrong message to the African-American community, especially to the 
children who are just now being introduced to the important sports figure.  
 
“What you see in the film is Jackie Robinson, who is athletically gifted and a gentleman, 
but in order for him to desegregate baseball, he has to endure injustice peaceably and 
with a smile,” said Karlos Hill, who specializes in African-American history. “That idea 
of turning the other cheek is something that’s not threatening, easily digestible and 
something people can rally behind. 
 
“But what’s the cost of that narrative?” 
 
Hill points to one scene in particular, when Robinson goes up to bat and is taunted by the 
opposing team’s manager. Robinson clenches his bat in anger and is about to confront the 
coach before thinking better of it. A teammate ultimately comes to his defense and 
challenges the manager, but Robinson still strikes out during the at-bat. As he heads back 
to the dugout and clubhouse, Robinson collapses due the emotional stress. 
 
“By allowing himself to be insulted, Robinson was, in essence, emasculated,” Hill said. 
“As human beings, we all demand respect, but he couldn’t do that. The film gestures 
toward that struggle but, ultimately, it doesn’t show the tremendous trauma that was 
exacted on him for being the martyr. We must remember that this is just one version of 
Jackie Robinson — the version that’s most palatable and the version people can unite 
around.” 
 
Hill said he wonders what kind of effect presenting this version of Jackie Robinson will 
have on younger moviegoers. While Robinson’s non-violent approach should be 
applauded, Hill said he also doesn’t want children to think they have no voice when it 
comes to racial injustices. 
 



“I’m not sure the Jackie Robinson presented in this movie is the right role model for 
today,” he said. “That’s not to take away from anything he did. He fought those battles, 
he endured that discrimination, and it took a super-human ability to endure that. But I’m 
not sure that it is healthy to teach that type of complacency today.” 
 
In fact, Hill says “42” turns out being a film more about the Civil Rights movement and 
how it should be remembered, than Robinson. Hill isn’t surprised Hollywood producers 
would focus on that narrative, especially at a time when the country’s first African-
American president still is in office. 
 
“The movie wants you to remember the Civil Rights movement as this struggle in which 
valiant honorable middle class African-Americans, through the force of personality and 
through the patience of Job, were willing to endure suffering in order to become equal 
members of American society,” Hill said. “Obama has taken that narrative and wrapped 
himself in it. Americans are ripe for this type of movie, because they’ve been hearing 
about this the past six years.” 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Patrick Gonzales, associate director, Office of Communications and 
Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3696, or patrick.gonzales@ttu.edu. 

 
 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Texas Tech Biology Frog Lab to Educate, Help Local Frogs and Toads; 

 Volunteers Needed for Save the Frogs Day 2013 
 
The Bernal Lab at Texas Tech University’s Department of Biological Sciences will 
organize a series of Save the Frogs Day events on April 27 to raise awareness of the 
decline of anurans and improve the breeding habitat for frogs and toads on the South 
Plains. 
 
Ximena (Hee-may-nah) Bernal, an assistant professor who studies frogs and toads in 
South America, says the amphibians are disappearing at an alarming rate around the 
world. In the past 30 years, about 200 amphibian species have vanished, she said, which 
is equivalent to losing about one species every two months. 
 
“The events are a fun way to make people aware of a very serious problem,” Bernal said. 
“Frogs are very important to our ecosystem. They eat insects, such as mosquitoes, that 
carry diseases that harm humans and animals. They, in turn, are food for other creatures. 
If frogs disappear, then the food chain is disrupted, this will have negative ramifications 
on other species.” 
 
By visiting a local school on Thursday and collaborating with The Science Spectrum with 
activities from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., event organizers hope to reach more than 380 
children to teach them about the importance of frogs and toads. Kids will be able to 
interact with anurans and be involved in activities that will teach them about these 
amazing organisms and the scientific method.  
 
In addition, lab members will lead a team of volunteers to clean playa lakes around town 
on Save the Frogs Day from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday (April 27). People interested in 
participating should come by the lobby of the Biology Building on Wednesday through 
Friday to learn about why it is important to save the frogs, what they can do to help and, 
sign up to help improve the conditions of the playa lakes around town.  
 
“Frogs and toads in our area depend on the playa lakes to successfully breed,” Bernal 
said. “With their breeding season coming up soon, our goal is to help this group of 
animals by removing trash that would leak chemicals that can not only cause death and 
deformities but also can attract animals that also prey on amphibians.” 
 



Last year, volunteers removed 58 30-gallon and 22 13-gallon bags of garbage from our 
target playas, she said. This year, organizers hope to surpass that amount.  
 
For more information on threats to frogs: www.savethefrogs.com/threats/index.html. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Ximena Bernal, assistant professor, Department of Biological Sciences, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2590 or ximena.bernal@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.savethefrogs.com/threats/index.html
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Texas Tech Hosts Scholarship Breakfast Featuring Under Armour CEO 
 
WHAT: Texas Tech University’s Rawls College of Business hosts Dallas   
  Scholarship Breakfast 
 
WHEN: 7 a.m. Wednesday (April 24) 
 
WHERE: Hilton Anatole, 2201 N. Stemmons Freeway, Dallas 
 
EVENT: Texas Tech’s Rawls College of Business hosts its 29th annual Dallas 

scholarship breakfast with guest speaker Kevin Plank, founder and CEO 
of Under Armour.  

 
 Plank has received a variety of professional accolades that demonstrate his 

influence within the industry. He was most recently ranked third on 
Forbes’ “Most Powerful CEOs 40 And Under” and ranked 12th on 
Fortune Magazine’s prestigious “40 Under 40” list, which accounts for 
influence, power and future potential. 

 
 Registration and networking begin at 7 a.m., and the program and 

breakfast begin at 7:30 a.m.  
 
 For more information on the scholarship breakfast, visit 

http://www.rawlsbusiness.ba.ttu.edu/dsb/ 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

 
CONTACT: Susan Brown, director, public relations and alumni, Rawls College of 
Business, (806) 834-1571, or susan.brown@ttu.edu. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rawlsbusiness.ba.ttu.edu/dsb/
mailto:susan.brown@ttu.edu


 

Office of Communications and Marketing   
 
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 

News Release  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: April 23, 2013 
CONTACT: Karin Slyker, karin.slyker@ttu.edu 
                          (806) 742-2136 

Texas Tech Vietnam Center and Archive Hosts Film Festival 
 

Texas Tech’s Vietnam Center and Archive will sponsor the 5th Annual Asian Pacific 
American Heritage Month Film Festival April 25-May 3. This year’s festival will feature 
the following four films: 
 

• “New Year Baby” – 6:00 p.m. April 25  
Helen DeVitt Jones Auditorium of the Museum of Texas Tech University 
 
The award-winning 2006 documentary by Socheata Poeuv chronicles her visit to 
Cambodia upon learning an astounding family secret. It is during her journey that 
she first learns of her parents’ courage, heroism and family’s strength to survive. 
 
This presentation will continue with a lecture at 7:30 p.m. featuring Poeuv, as part 
of the Vietnam Center and Archive Guest Lecture Series.   

• “The Beautiful Country” – 6:00 p.m. April 30 
Formby Room, Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library 
 
This 2004 film tells the story of Binh (Damien Nguyen), an AmeriAsian born to a 
Vietnamese mother and U.S. soldier father, and the extreme prejudice and great 
hardship he endured due to his heritage. A family tragedy causes Binh to flee 
Vietnam, and come to America in search of the father he has never met. The film 
also stars Nick Nolte, Tim Roth and Bai Ling. 
 

• “Hideko the Bus Conductress” – 6:00 p.m. May 1 
Formby Room, Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library 
 
Based on the short story Okomasan by Masuji Ibuse, this short 1941 Japanese film 
is comedic and jovial. It features a beautiful young lady working as a conductress 
for a bus company in Kofu, Yamanashi. She has an idea that could avert the 
dwindling number of passengers, by offering tour guide commentary to the sights 
along their rural route. Unfortunately, her greedy and shady boss has other plans.  

 
• “A Story of Floating Weeds” – 6 p.m. May 3 

Formby Room, Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library 
 

mailto:karin.slyker@ttu.edu
http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/gls


In this 1934 Japanese film, a kabuki actor's ex-mistress hatches a plot to take 
revenge on her former lover's son. It is a dramatic tale of deceit, jealousy and 
family secrets.  

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Mary Saffell, associate director, The Vietnam Center and Archive, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-9010, or mary.saffell@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:mary.saffell@ttu.edu
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Faculty Honored for Excellence 

Dozens of faculty members received awards for their quality teaching and research during the 
annual Faculty Honors Convocation.  

The President’s Academic Achievement Awards go to faculty members who have demonstrated 
distinction in teaching, research and service. 

President's Excellence in Teaching Awards 
 

Thayne Montague, College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 
Bennett Neiman, College of Architecture 
Sean Cunningham, College of Arts and Sciences  
Mark Gring, College of Arts and Sciences 
Nancy McIntyre, College of Arts and Sciences 
Roman Taraban, College of Arts and Sciences 
Claudia Cogliser, Jerry S. Rawls College of Business Administration 
Margaret Price, College of Education 
Andrew Jackson, Edward E. Whitacre Jr. College of Engineering  
Mitzi Lauderdale, College of Human Sciences 
Vaughn James, School of Law  
Ann Rodriguez, College of Media and Communication 
Lisa Garner Santa, College of Visual and Performing Arts 

 
President's Academic Achievement Awards 

 
Steven Richards, of Arts and Sciences 
Genevieve Durham DeCesaro, College of Visual and Performing Arts 

 
President’s Book Awards 

 
Mary Jane Hurst, College of Arts and Sciences 
Barbara Hahn, College of Arts and Sciences 
Genaro Pérez, College of Arts and Sciences 

 
Texas Tech Alumni Association New Faculty Awards 

 
Robert Cox, College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources  



Robert Gonzalez, College of Architecture 
Christopher Witmore, College of Arts and Sciences 
Brett Myers, Jerry S. Rawls College of Business Administration 
Fanni Coward, College of Education 
Micah Green, Edward E. Whitacre Jr. College of Engineering   
Jamie Cooper, College of Human Sciences 
DeLeith Gossett, School of Law 
Liz Gardner, College of Media and Communication 
Mei-Fang Lin, College of Visual and Performing Arts 

 
Texas Tech Parents Association Barnie E. Rushing, Jr. Faculty Distinguished Research 
Award (STEM disciplines) 

 
Bill Poirier, College of Arts and Sciences 

 
Texas Tech Parents Association Barnie E. Rushing, Jr. Faculty Distinguished Research 
Award (Social Science, Humanities, and Creative Arts disciplines) 

 
Genaro Pérez, College of Arts and Sciences 

 
Outstanding Researcher Awards 

 
Noureddine Abidi, College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 
Chris Taylor, College of Architecture 
William Gardner, Jerry S. Rawls College of Business Administration 
Devender Banda, College of Education 
Michelle Pantoya, Edward E. Whitacre Jr. College of Engineering   
Shu Wang, College of Human Sciences  
Gerry Beyer, School of Law 
Glenn Cummins, College of Media and Communication 
Rick Dingus, College of Visual and Performing Arts 

 
Emeritus Faculty Certificates
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Vivien Allen  Norman Hopper Allen McInnes 
John Blair   Walter Huffman Mary Runnels 
Walter Borst  Fred Kemp Douglas Simpson 
Peder Christiansen   Constance Kuriyama Yung-mei Tsai 
William Dukes   Colleen Leary Harold Dean Victory 
Dennis Fehr  Meredith McClain Donald Walker 

 
Paul Whitfield Horn Professor Designations for 2012-2013 

 
Thomas Knight, College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 
Hongxing Jiang, Edward E. Whitacre Jr. College of Engineering   

 
Recognition of Paul Whitfield Horn Professors 

 
Linda Allen Susan Hendrick Markus Miller 
Robert Baker Shelby Hunt Sunanda Mitra 
Loretta Bradley Eileen Johnson W. David Nes 
William Casto Kenneth Ketner Janet Pérez 
Sankar Chatterjee David Knaff Frits Ruymgaart 
Bruce Clarke Magne Kristiansen Sindee Simon 
William Conover Allan Kuethe Henry Shine 
Stefan Estreicher David Larmour Victoria Sutton 
Hafid Gafaiti Clyde Martin James Watkins 
Michael Galyean Greg McKenna Peter Westfall 
Clyde Hendrick Kishor Mehta William Westney 

 
Horn Professor Graduate Achievement Award 

 
Brandon Shuler, Doctoral student in English 
Changzhan Gu, Doctoral student in Electrical and Computer Engineering 

 
Teaching Academy Departmental Excellence in Teaching Award 

 
Department, Criminal Clinical Program 

 
Chancellor’s Council Distinguished Teaching Award 

 
Lee Cohan, College of Arts and Sciences 
Donna Davis, Jerry S. Rawls College of Business Administration 
Dorothy Durband, College of Human Sciences 

 
Chancellor’s Council Distinguished Research Award 

 
Noureddine Abidi, College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 
Qing Cao, Jerry S. Rawls College of Business Administration 



Russell James, College of Human Sciences   
James Yang, Edward E. Whitacre Jr. College of Engineering   

 
Texas Tech Parents Association Faculty Awards 

 
Brian Shannon, Faculty Distinguished Leadership Award 
Alan Barenberg, Hemphill Wells New Professor Excellence in Teaching Award 
Patrick Metze, Spencer A. Wells Faculty Award for Creativity in Teaching 

 
Gloria Lyerla Memorial Library Research Travel Grants 

 
Alan Barenberg, College of Arts and Sciences 
Sara Guengerich, College of Arts and Sciences 
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Texas Tech Hosts Annual Arbor Day Celebration 
   
WHAT: Texas Tech hosts the annual Arbor Day Celebration featuring student 

organization recognition and campus beautification. 
 
WHEN: 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. Friday (April 26) 
 
WHERE: Memorial Circle 
 
EVENT: Arbor Day features Texas Tech students, faculty and staff helping to 

beautify the campus and highlight student organizations. The event kicks 
off at 11 a.m. at Memorial Circle. Live music by This Century will begin 
at 11:30 a.m. and the student organization awards begin at 12:50 p.m., 
presented by the 2012 Homecoming King and Queen. Planting begins at 
1:20 p.m. and continues until 3 p.m. 

 
More information about the event can be found at 
www.depts.ttu.edu/sub/StudentActivities/TAB/ArborDay/. 
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Jon Mark Bernal, associate director, Student Activities, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-4708, or jm.bernal@ttu.edu. 

 

http://www.thiscenturyband.com/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sub/StudentActivities/TAB/ArborDay/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Texas Tech Hosts “Chew on This” Agriculture Tour 
   
WHAT: Agriculture tour promoting production with use of technology   
 
WHEN: 11-3 p.m. Friday (April 26) 
 
WHERE: Texas Tech Livestock Arena parking lot, on the corner of Knoxville 

Avenue and 18th Street 
 
EVENT: Chew on This, an interactive road show aimed to raise awareness of world 

hunger, makes a stop at Texas Tech University.  
 
 With a growing population, world hunger is becoming a larger issue. This 

tour promotes the need to increase production of crops and livestock using 
technology. 

 
Former NFL lineman and champion wrestler, Bill Goldberg, is the tour’s 
spokesman and is available to answer questions about world hunger and 
sustainable food production. Nutra Blend, a micro-ingredients distributor, 
and Elanco, an animal health product developer, are co-sponsors of this 
event.  
 
The free event is open to the public and lunch will be provided to those 
who attend.  

  
For more information on the Chew on This tour, visit 
http://drivetofeed.com/. 
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Moriah Beyers, unit coordinator, animal and food sciences, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-2805, or moriah.beyers@ttu.edu. 

 

http://drivetofeed.com/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:moriah.beyers@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Internet Mapping Course Named One of “10 Technology Classes We 

Wish We Took in College” by TechSchool.com   
   
Online maps frequently are used to discover locations of restaurants, houses and buildings, 
but how often are the creators of the maps considered? 
 
Texas Tech University offers an Internet mapping course which allows students to learn 
the rigor of making maps. The course was listed as one of the “10 Technology Classes We 
Wish We Took in College,” according to TechSchool.com.    
 
“It is an interesting course,” said Kevin Mulligan, director of the Texas Tech Center for 
Geospatial Technology. “It is very useful for people who are interested in a career that 
involves geographic information systems.” 
 
The course helps students uncover the tools and technology used to showcase cartography 
on the Web.  An emphasis is placed on the methods for developing interactive mapping 
applications, similar to those used by Apple, Google and GPS navigators. 
 
Santosh Seshadri, coordinator of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and instructor of 
the Internet mapping course, said GIS is one of the fastest growing industries today. 
 
“It is virtually in every field of study, government agencies and private companies,” he 
said. “It is a system designed to capture, store, manipulate, analyze, manage and present 
all types of geographical data.”  
 
Maps are an effective way to present data in one piece of paper and can be a powerful tool 
for decision or policy making, Seshadri said.  
 
Since the creation of Google Maps, people have access to maps on their computers and 
smart phones at their fingertips, which have expanded the use of maps daily.  
 
“There are a lot of applications out there for computers and smart phones that help people 
make decisions,” he said,” whether it is finding a route to a place you want to visit, finding 
a good restaurant to eat, looking up weather at a location on Earth, or studying animal or 
bird migration, the list could go on.”  
 

http://www.techschool.com/blog/technology/10-technology-classes-we-wish-we-took-in-college


The GIS courses offered at Texas Tech teach students to capture, analyze, manage 
geospatial data and make maps. The Internet Mapping course teaches students to take 
maps, data and analyses and share them on the Internet.  
 
“It teaches students how to develop rich online mapping applications to share their data 
with the world,” Seshadri said.  
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
 
 CONTACT: Santosh Seshadri, geographic information systems coordinator, Center 
for Geospatial Technology, College of Arts and Sciences, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 742-3722, or santosh.seshadri@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech Rodeo Team Members Headed to Nationals 

Women will defend their 2012 national title. 
 

By turning in a strong showing at the Tarleton State University Stampede Rodeo April 
18-20 in Stephenville, the Texas Tech University women’s rodeo team qualified to 
compete in the College National Finals Rodeo in June in Casper, Wyo. 
 
The women’s team made school history last summer, winning its first national 
championship at the 64th annual College National Finals Rodeo. 
 
The team’s finish in Stephenville put the group in second place in the National 
Intercollegiate Rodeo Association’s Southwest Region. 
 
Members of the women’s team include Taylor Langdon, a senior exercise sports major 
from Aubrey; Shelby Janssen, a junior general studies major from Austin, Minn.; Carley 
Richardson, a senior animal and food sciences-nursing major from Pampa; and Traci 
Bailey, a junior agriculture education major from Centerville, Wash. 
 
Prominent performances at the Tarleton Stampede Rodeo included: 

• Barrel Racing: Langdon, second in the finals; fourth overall. The placing 
solidified her position as the ‘2013 Southwest Region Champion Barrel Racer.’ 

• Goat Tying: Cierra Kunesh, a junior animal science major from McCloud, Mont. 
seventh in the finals; sixth overall 

• Goat Tying: Bailey, seventh overall 
• Calf Roping: Layne Norton, a junior agriculture and applied economics major 

from Carlsbad, N.M., second in go-round one, third in the finals, fourth overall 
• Saddle Bronc Riding: Chance Gasperson, a junior finance major from Decatur, 

second in the short-go, third overall 
 
Texas Tech rodeo coach Chris Guay also noted that the Texas Tech men individual 
qualifiers for the national finals rodeo include Garrett Hale, a junior agriculture and 
applied economics major from Snyder, who was second in calf roping at Tarleton; and 
Zach Peterson, an agriculture and applied economics major from Afton, Iowa, who 
placed third in bull riding. 

 
CONTACT: Moriah Beyers, Department of Animal and Food Sciences, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 742-2805 ext. 248, or moriah.beyers@ttu.edu.  

mailto:leslie.cranford@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech students win Ranch Horse National Championship 
 

Texas Tech University’s Ranch Horse Team took home the national champion title April 
19-20 at the American Stock Horse Association (ASHA) National Collegiate 
Championship Show in Abilene. Thirteen teams from across the country traveled to 
compete for national honors including Missouri State University, New Mexico State 
University and Colorado State University.  
  
Texas Tech’s team members from the College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural 
Resources competed in three divisions, Non-Pro, Limited Non-Pro and Novice. The team 
members ranked among the top ten slots in every division, aiding them to their national 
victory. National High-Point and Reserve High-Point earners included: 
 

• Kelsey Stokes, agricultural economics/business major from Afton, 
 National Non-Pro High-Point Champion 
• Kelsey Watring, animal Science major from Lakewood, Colo., National 
 Non-Pro Reserve High-Point Champion 
• Pate Stewart, wildlife biology major from Munday, National Limited Non-
 Pro High-Point Champion 
• Jordan Williams, agricultural economics major from Weatherford, 
 National Limited Non-Pro Reserve High-Point Champion 

 
Completing the team are: 
Parke Greeson, animal business major from Victoria 
Blaze Cogdell, agricultural economics major from Silverton 
Jennifer Bouse, math major from Angleton 
Hannah Langendoerfer, exercise and sports science major form Idalia, Colo. 
Gage Moorhouse, agricultural economics major from Guthrie 
Ashley Daniel an agricultural education from Guthrie  
Landon Brown, animal business major from Welch 
Beth Hughs, public relations major from Abilene 
Tyler O’Neal, agricultural communications major from Pampa 
Kate Reagan, agribusiness and economics major from Silverton 
Luke Abraham, range management major from Canadian 
Courtney Fredriksen, business/marketing major from Van Alstyne 
 

mailto:leslie.cranford@ttu.edu


“I am extremely proud of how everyone did during the weekend, both in and out of the 
show pen,” said Cooper Cogdell, Ranch Horse Team coach. “They did a great job of 
representing Texas Tech and really came together with all their hard work to pull off this 
national championship.” 
 
As the spring season comes to a close, the team will host a Stock Horse of Texas (SHOT) 
show Friday and Saturday (April 26-27) in Lubbock, where the members will compete 
together as a team for the last time during the spring season. The team also will host a 
Ranch Horse Association of America show April 28. Other members will go on to 
represent Texas Tech at the Western Heritage Classic in the beginning of May. 
 
Additional team and individual results can be found at amercanstockhorse.org. For more 
information, visit tturanchhorseteam.com. 

 
 CONTACT: Cooper Cogdell, graduate assistant and Ranch Horse Team coach, 
(806) 683-6045 cooper.cogdell@ttu.edu, or Beth Hughs, public relations,  
(325) 370-0419 or beth.hughs@ttu.edu.  

http://tturanchhorseteam.com/
mailto:cooper.cogdell@ttu.edu
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300 “Straight A” Ninth Graders to Explore Engineering at Texas Tech 
 

WHAT: Field trip to explore engineering for 9th graders to Texas Tech  
 

WHEN: 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Friday (April 26) 
 
WHERE: Allen Theater, Texas Tech Student Union Building 
 
EVENT: The Whitacre College of Engineering will host 300 “straight A” 

ninth grade students from towns across West Texas on the Texas 
Tech campus for a one-day “Explore Engineering” field trip.  The 
event is funded by the Halliburton Education Foundation and aims 
at encouraging young students to explore the field of engineering 
in college. It is an effort to reward academic excellence of students 
and to attract student groups which are typically underrepresented 
in engineering. Participants will explore engineering through 
laboratory tours and exciting hands-on activities and challenges 
offered by professional engineering student organizations. They 
will learn useful information about going to college and Texas 
Tech traditions.   

 
Participants will be welcomed by Audra Morse, associate dean of 
undergraduate studies in the Whitacre College of Engineering and 
representatives from Halliburton at 9:30 a.m. in the Allen Theatre. 
Between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., participants will visit research 
laboratories on campus in small groups. 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

 
CONTACT: Audra Morse, associate dean of undergraduate studies, Whitacre 
College of Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3451 or 
audra.n.morse@ttu.edu. 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:audra.n.morse@ttu.edu
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The Benefits of Citizenship 
Students’ green-living efforts rewarded by scholarship program 

   
Students who don’t mess with Texas Tech are reaping the rewards of preserving the 
campus and community. 
 
As Texas Tech University celebrates Sustainability Week, University Student Housing is 
honoring 10 students for their efforts in maintaining an environmentally sustainable 
campus with scholarships. 
 
Scholarship recipients include Stuart Davidson from Lubbock, Miranda Dominguez-
Morgan from Spring Branch, Chris Gerik from San Antonio, Loren Hall from Arlington, 
Alex Jenks-Kline from Morrison, Colo., Garrett Macnee from Arlington, Travis Reddick 
from Ferris, Meghan Robertson from Lubbock, Kirsten Smith from El Paso and Victoria 
Young from Shallowater. 
 
Students were selected from a pool of more than 50 applicants. Winning recipients were 
chosen from their essays on sustainability and how Texas Tech and the Lubbock 
community can be more efficient. 
 
The scholarships are funded through recycle rebates collected by Student Housing and 
Hospitality Services, said Melanie Tatum, unit manager for University Student Housing. 
 
“This was a way to show a commitment to sustainability and to let the campus and the 
community know we are recycling and making a difference,” Tatum said. “Most of the 
recyclables came from the students; it only made sense to give back to the students in the 
form of a scholarship.” 
 
Winning students show their environmental awareness by using refillable cups in dining 
areas, recycling personal trash in Texas Tech’s available receptacles, and educating their 
family and peers about sustainability. Several students are members of Clean Up The 
Environment (CUTE) committee. 
 
“I have participated in several campus clean-ups through the CUTE, but I feel that the 
best way to promote sustainability is to make it a personal responsibility,” Young said. “I 
recycle all that I can, and I encourage those around me to recycle in hopes that they too 
will pass on the message of recycling.” 
 



One student is helping her employer begin a recycling program in her workplace. 
Another operates a lawn service and recycles the clippings for composting. Several 
students plant trees or plants in their home or dorm room. 
 
Gerik said his recycling efforts reflect his pride for Texas Tech. 
 
“I try to lead by example and show that recycling is important to me and that I care about 
the environment,” Gerik said. “We all want Texas Tech to be the best and this is to me 
the best way to promote sustainability to the students.” 
 
Hall agreed with Gerik’s sentiment. She said students have many opportunities to recycle 
items around campus. 
 
“After all, Texas Tech students love doing their part to be better Red Raiders,” Hall said. 
 
The students are mindful of the impact their choices have for the community. For many 
students, sustainable living is an important habit to form in college.  
 
“Texas Tech is more than just a place to get a degree,” Young said. “It is a place to learn 
life’s lessons, and as a place that is teaching future leaders of the world, green living is 
valuable lesson to teach. I believe that green living should be important for everyone who 
wants to maintain the beauty that is our Earth. By encouraging green living, Texas Tech 
is teaching students to be conscious of their impact on the environment.” 
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Department of Design to Host TechStyle and Cotton & Denim Runway Exhibition 
   
Texas Tech University’s Department of Design will hold the 2013 TechStyle Event, 
featuring student awards and the Cotton & Denim Runway Exhibition on Saturday (April 
27).  
 
The event will be held at the Allen Theatre in the Student Union Building. A reception 
begins at 6 p.m., with the fashion show beginning at 7 p.m. 
 
The Cotton & Denim Runway Exhibition is a competition among students sponsored by 
Plains Cotton Cooperative Association (PCCA), Cotton Council International (CCI) and 
Cotton Incorporated. Winners receive a trip to Cotton Inc. headquarters in North Carolina 
and New York. 
 
The denim is provided by PCCA, and as part of the project, students toured the American 
Cotton Growers Denim Mill located in Littlefield.  
 
“The project is a lot of work,” said Nicole Ramsey, a student participat and coordinator. 
“It is a really great way to learn the in’s and out’s of the fashion industry.” 
 
Dani Caserta, a fashion design and retail major from Waco, created a fitted women’s 
skinny jean for the project. She said the most challenging aspect was fitting the zipper just 
right. 
 
“It takes about one or two days to sew the jeans,” Caserta said. “We do both a men’s and 
women’s jean, and the zipper is pretty tricky.” 
 
This year’s guest speaker is Christy Hartin from KCBD-TV. 
 
Tickets are $10 at the door; and after-five attire is suggested. Tickets also may be 
purchased through the Apparel Design and Manufacturing Program in the Department of 
Design. 
 
The public is welcome to tour the exhibition free of charge, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday, in the SUB ballroom.  
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

 



CONTACT: Su-Jeong H. Shin, associate professor, Department of Design, College of 
Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3050 or su.hwang@ttu.edu. 
 

mailto:su.hwang@ttu.edu?subject=Denim%20Runway%202011
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Texas Tech Director Emeritus of TIEHH Finalist for  

Texas Environmental Excellence Award 
 

A Texas Tech University professor of environmental toxicology has been named a 
finalist in the Individual category for the 2013 Texas Environmental Excellence Award 
by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). 
 
Ronald J. Kendall, director emeritus of The Institute of Environmental and Human Health 
(TIEHH) and also a special assistant to the president in the Office of the President, will 
be recognized and receive his award May 1 during the Texas Environmental Excellence 
Awards banquet in Austin. 
 
“I am very honored to be selected as a finalist for a Texas Environmental Excellence 
Award by the TCEQ Environmental Excellence Awards Program and Gov. Perry,” 
Kendall said. “I also appreciate the recognition this brings to our program at Texas Tech 
University.” 

This award is considered among the highest environmental awards in the State of Texas. 
Recommended by a Blue Ribbon Committee of environmental experts from public and 
private industry, the awards honor individuals, businesses and organizations that have 
created successful programs that conserve natural resources, reduce waste and prevent 
pollution.  

The committee, with representatives from industry, government, civic organizations, 
schools, and state-wide environmental groups, recommended Kendall to Gov. Rick Perry 
and the TCEQ Commissioners.  

Created by the Texas Legislature in 1993, the awards program reflects the goals of the 
TCEQ itself: to protect Texas human and natural resources and ensure clean air, clean 
water and the safe management of waste. Awards are given in nine categories, including 
agriculture, civic/community, education, individual, innovative operations/management, 
pollution prevention, technical/technology, water conservation and youth. 

During Kendall’s tenure as director of TIEHH, which he founded, close to $60 million in 
grant funding was attracted for environmental toxicology research.   
 



With his leadership in a collaborative effort, his latest textbook, Wildlife Toxicology: 
Emerging Contaminant and Biodiversity Issues, published by CRC Press, went on to 
become an international best-seller.   
 
Kendall served as the founding chairman of the Department of Environmental 
Toxicology, which is the academic component of the environmental toxicology program.  
The graduate program in environmental toxicology has been recognized with national 
and international acclaim and supports outstanding graduate students with excellent job 
placement at the master’s and doctoral levels in academia, industry, and state and federal 
government. 
 
In 2009, TIEHH was selected to receive the 2009 Texas Environmental Excellence 
Award in the area of education. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Ron Kendall, special assistant to the president, Office of the President, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 885-0238 or ron.kendall@tiehh.ttu.edu. 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:ron.kendall@tiehh.ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Students Inducted into Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society 
 

The Texas Tech University chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, the nation’s oldest and most 
prestigious honor society, elected its new cohort of student honorees who participated in an 
induction ceremony April 25. 
 
Students inducted for 2013 are:  
• Timothy Robert Allen, a senior from Bellaire 
• Atia Amatulla, a senior from Lubbock 
• Kara Amavizea, a senior from Mustang, Okla. 
• Bush Benjamin, a senior from Lubbock 
• Dhruv Bhakta, a senior from Lamesa 
• Mary Ellen Bokenkamp, a senior from Parker, Colo. 
• Alyssa Bolin, a senior from Kerrville 
• Barbara Burton, a senior from Odessa 
• Jeffrey Chen, a senior from Houston 
• Megan Conley, a senior from Coahoma 
• Lara Davis, a senior from El Paso 
• Aren Taylor, a senior from Katy 
• Anibal Dominguez, a senior from Lubbock 
• David Esquivel, Jr., a senior from Lubbock 
• Catherine Fielder, a senior from Carrollton 
• John Thomas George, a senior from Houston 
• Charlotte Harrell, a senior from Fulton 
• Evelynn Hoang, a senior from Fort Worth 
• Jennifer Lynn Kennemur, a senior from Lubbock 
• Bridget Key, a senior from Lubbock 
• Melissa Ann Langston, a senior from Amarillo 
• Dana M. Layer, a senior from Albuquerque, N.M. 
• Kimberly Lundberg, a senior from Lubbock 
• Tyler Roger Marion, a senior from Lubbock 
• Molly Neace, a senior from Plano 
• Gabriela Pedroza, a senior from Lubbock 
• Jessica Ray, a senior from Allen 
• Nada Saed, a senior from Highland, N.Y. 
• Bianca Giselle Sasser, a senior from Lubbock 
• Ann Marie Scott, a senior from Garland 



• Brittany Seal, a senior from The Woodlands 
• Kavitha Selvan, a senior from Plano 
• Sarah Elizabeth Steindl, a senior from Spring 
• Hilary Stovall, a senior from Midland 
• Daniel Alexander Stroud, a senior from Lubbock 
• Scott Andrew Vadala, a senior from Plano 
• Tori Vaughan, a senior from Pflugerville 
• Cecilia Venegas, a senior from Odessa 
• Caitlin Waters, a senior from Clovis, N.M. 
• Jonathan Welch, a senior from Lubbock 
• Susan Whitehouse, a senior from Albuquerque, N.M. 
• Erin Lyn Wikelius, a senior from Austin 
 
Texas Tech is one of about 10 percent of universities that has been granted the right to 
shelter a chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, and only about 10 percent of graduates in the liberal 
arts and sciences at the university are selected for lifetime membership. 
 
The honor society prides itself on the foundations of personal freedom, scientific inquiry, 
liberty of conscience and creative endeadvor. Its motto, represented by the Greek initials, 
is: “Love of learning is the guide of life.” Notable members of the society include: former 
U.S. Presidents George H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton and Jimmy Carter; seven of the nine 
current U.S. Supreme Court Justices; actress Glenn Close; and NFL quarterback Peyton 
Manning. 
 
“Texas Tech strives to be one of the best universities not only in the state of Texas, but in 
the country,” said Marc Lochbaum, Phi Beta Kappa chapter president. “The commitment 
of the university to support a Phi Beta Kappa Chapter is an example of us striving to be 
one of the best universities in the country.” 
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

 CONTACT: Alan Reifman, vice-president, Phi Beta Kappa, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 742-3000, or alan.reifman@ttu.edu. 
 
 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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Denim Runway Winners Announced at Annual TECHstyle Fashion Show 
   
Three apparel design students at Texas Tech University took top honors Saturday (April 
25) in the Cotton and Denim Runway 2013 design contest sponsored by Plains Cotton 
Cooperative Association (PCCA), Cotton Council International (CCI) and Cotton 
Incorporated.  
 
The contest is held in collaboration with the university’s College of Human Sciences, 
Department of Design’s Apparel Design and Manufacturing (ADM) program. Winners 
were announced during the annual TECHstyle Senior Fashion Show. 
 
Caitlin Moore, a senior from Rowlett, won the men’s jeans category with a design for the 
casual market. Starting with natural-colored denim provided by the American Cotton 
Growers denim mill at Littlefield, Moore hand-washed and dyed the fabric gray. She 
described her design as straight-fitted legs with clean and simple lines and minimal 
embellishments. Katelyn Ortiz, a senior from Lubbock, and Lana Stevens, a junior from 
Austin, placed second and third, respectively, in the men’s jeans category. 
 
Elaine Morton, a sophomore from Plano, won the women’s jeans category with a design 
she described as an easy statement piece to fit any style. Her design featured leather 
panels and leather pockets. Moore placed second in the category. Emma Knowles, a 
senior from Matador, and Jocelin Villarreal, a senior from Rio Grande City, tied for third 
place. 
 
Emily Taylor, a senior from Midland, took first place in the casual wear category where 
contestants could design any garment made from 100 percent cotton. Taylor entered a 
white dress that featured cotton guipure floral lace and cotton poplin. Cynthia Reimer, a 
senior from Lubbock, won second place. Alicia McDonald, a senior from Lubbock, and 
Lisa Hon, a sophomore from Lubbock, tied for third place. 
 
Taylor also won the Cotton Research/Trend Board category. Ortiz placed second in the 
category and Meghan Rizkal, a senior from Colleyville, placed third. 
 
“This year’s Cotton and Denim Runway event was the largest ever with 47 cotton outfits 
entered in the casual wear category, 23 in the women’s and men’s jeans categories and 31 
cotton research trend boards,” explained Su Shin, associate professor and ADM program 
director. “Our students had an opportunity to take a cotton field trip and visit the ACG 
denim mill,” she added.  



 
“Throughout the process, the students were very engaged in learning about cotton for 
their design and production development projects. Texas Tech University, the ADM 
program, and I appreciate PCCA, CCI and Cotton Incorporated for their support.”   
 
Selected students in each category will be offered an opportunity to visit Cotton 
Incorporated in New York City and Cary, N.C. 
 

 Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

 
CONTACT: Su-Jeong H. Shin, associate professor, Department of Design, College of 
Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3050 or su.hwang@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:su.hwang@ttu.edu?subject=Denim%20Runway%202011
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Tango Opera Sways Onto Stage  

 
Astor Piazzolla’s “Maria de Buenas Aires” is hitting the stage at Texas Tech University 
in the form of a “tango opera.” The showing is at 8 p.m. May 3 and 4 in the School of 
Music’s Hemmle Recital Hall.  
 
The event is sponsored by the School of Music, the College of Visual and Performing 
Arts and the Vernacular Center.  
 
The operita beats to the rhythm of Piazzolla’s nuevo tango and Horacio Ferrer’s poetry. 
The story revolves around Maria, an Argentinean, who passionately seeks to maintain her 
independence. Throughout the operita she fights for survival and freedom, never 
surrendering.  
 
Piazzolla’s work is performed in Spanish with English supertitles. The performance is 
presented by the TTU Tango Camarata with choreography by Ann Marie White.  
 
The cast includes White, who plays Maria, Esteban Castillo as the Cantor, and Riccardo 
Schmidt as the Duende. Thomas Cimarusti, assistant professor of musicology directs, and 
guest artist Ben Bogart will play the bandoneon.  
 
The event is free and open to the public. A lecture will be held at 7:30 p.m. both nights 
prior to the concert.     
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

 
  CONTACT: Liza Muse, senior specialist, School of Music, College of Visual and 
Performing Arts, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2270, or liza.muse@ttu.edu. 
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U.S. Oil Predictions Inspire Next Generation of Petroleum Engineers 
Texas Tech welcomes oil boom with new building and modern research facilities.  

 
Texas Tech University alumna Jamie Castagno never was afraid to get her hands dirty. 
That is why she opted for a career in petroleum engineering.  
 
“The apple didn’t fall far from the tree, because my dad is also a graduate from Texas 
Tech Petroleum Engineering,” said Castagno, a 2011 graduate employed as a production 
engineer with Chevron. “And as a woman engineer, I know I can bring a different 
perspective to the table, with opportunities to develop new technologies and influence our 
ever-growing energy market.” 
 
Castagno is among a growing population of women now entering the field, and just in 
time. The Energy Information Administration figures indicate that for the first time in 20 
years, U.S. oil production in November 2012 averaged more than 7 million barrels a day. 
The International Energy Agency estimates the U.S. could become the world’s biggest oil 
producer by 2020, or sooner. 
 
With this oil boom, Texas Tech’s Whitacre College of Engineering welcomes a new era 
in petroleum engineering education and operations education.  
 
“Students are following the money,” said department chair Marshall Watson, Bob L. 
Herd Department of Petroleum Engineering.  
 
New Building Ushers in New Era 
 
Texas Tech’s petroleum engineering department is one of the largest in the country, 
averaging more than 700 undergraduate students. That number may increase after Spring 
2014, following the opening of a new $20 million facility.  
 
“The new building will offer 40,000 square feet of modern classroom and research 
space,” Watson said. “Students will learn techniques in a hands-on environment.” 
 
Techniques include hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking,” where large high-pressure 
volumes of fluid are injected at rock formations to open them up for production. A team 



of Texas Tech researchers, led by George P. Livermore Chair and Professor Mohamed 
Soliman, recently developed and filed patents for two new fracturing techniques that 
would cost the same, but maximize output and increase the return. 
 
The new Apache Upstream Research Center will be an important aspect of the new 
Petroleum Engineering Research Building’s laboratories, focused on the latest 
environmentally responsible fracturing techniques including horizontal well drilling, rock 
mechanics, the energy-water nexus, wellbore integrity and well cementing. Research will 
be conducted in the center by faculty members from multiple engineering disciplines and 
will advance the leading edge of fracturing procedures and environmentally responsible 
practices.  
 
The Next Generation of Petroleum Engineers 
 
“I am amazed at the current state of the oil and gas industry,” said Jared Ivanhoe, a 2010 
Texas Tech petroleum engineering graduate. “What was once unconventional a few years 
ago is now conventional and safer than ever. We should all be energized about the 
domestic oil and gas opportunities we have in our own backyards.”  
 
Ivanhoe, who was born and raised in West Texas and now is based in Midland as a 
production engineer for Chevron, and Castagno fit the profile Watson says is typical of 
engineering candidates today. 
 
“The majority of our students are from rural areas with that ‘roll-up your sleeves’ 
mentality, with a hard work ethic,” Watson said.  “The Whitacre College of Engineering 
has a long reputation for producing graduates that you can put right to work.”  
 
Bob Berry, a 2008 graduate and drilling engineer for Range Resources in Fort Worth, 
credits Texas Tech’s petroleum engineering program and the diversity in experience 
among professors with the solid foundation he needed to enter the industry and make an 
immediate impact.  
 
“The technical education included a thorough technical communications skills course, 
which is key in today’s petroleum industry environment,” Berry said. “Employers are 
looking for engineers who are not only able to develop designs, but present their findings 
to management in a concise and professional manner.”  
 
Oil Boom Brings Booming Opportunity 
 
As the industry continues to expand, petroleum engineers can now boast one of the best-
paid postgraduate jobs on the market. And with at least 40 percent of them set to retire 
over the next decade, there is a shortage of graduates available to support the industry’s 
ambitious growth.  
 
“The diversity of the professors’ experience in Texas Tech’s Petroleum Engineering 
department gives Tech students an advantage coming out of college,” Berry said. “The 
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technical aspects of the engineering and drilling courses, as well as the practical 
discussions in the class room and drilling fluids lab, were instrumental. Texas Tech 
provided me with a solid foundation from which to build.” 
 
Watson says the petroleum engineering students are known have been known to eat, work 
and study together, with a strong sense of comradery.  
 
“They are a tight knit group, and I encourage that,” said Watson. “I want to see them 
graduate with a strong sense of dedication to their field and a love for Texas Tech.” 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Marshall Watson, assistant professor and Roy Butler Chair and 
department chair, Bob L. Herd Department of Petroleum Engineering, Whitacre 
College of Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3573 or 
marshall.watson@ttu.edu. 
 

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:marshall.watson@ttu.edu
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Book Signing with Texas Tech Alumna Nita Gibson  
   
WHAT: Book Signing with Nita Gibson 
 
WHEN: 4 p.m. Thursday (May 2) 
 
WHERE: Texas Tech Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Formby 

Room 
 
EVENT: Texas Tech University Libraries will host a book signing with 

alumna Nita Gibson. Gibson’s recent book, “That Cotton Pickin’ 
Woman: How One Lady Farmed Farmers, Politicked Politicians and 
Made a Difference,” describes her efforts to help farmers 
nationwide over a period of several years. She has testified 23 times 
to agriculture committees in the House or Senate. 
 
Texas Tech Chancellor Kent Hance wrote the forward, and Gibson will 
present him with a copy after he makes some brief remarks at the start of 
the book signing. 

 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: Kaley Daniel, director, Libraries Communication and Marketing, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 834-1040, or kaley.daniel@ttu.edu. 

 
 
  

http://www.media.ttu.edu/
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GenTX Celebrates High School Students 
Students will be recognized for continuing their education. 

               
The South Plains Closing the Gaps P-20 Council will host College Signing Day to 
celebrate the achievements of college-going high school seniors from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
May 3 (Friday) at the Lubbock City Bank Auditorium.  
  
High school students from the Region 17 area will sign their commitment letters to 
colleges at the event. The celebration will feature motivational speakers and is open to 
the public. Local high school juniors and seniors are strongly encouraged to attend the 
event.  
  
“College Signing Day for all students planning to attend college after high school 
graduation is an exceptional way to show support and encourage our seniors,” said Janie 
Ramirez, executive director of the South Plains Closing the Gaps P-20 Council. “The 
event will recognize the academic accomplishments of students and reflect the 
importance of higher education.” 
  
Generation TX is a statewide grassroots movement of the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board (THECB)aimed at closing the gaps and creating a generation of 
college and career readiness. Earlier this year Texas Tech’s College of Education, in 
collaboration with the South Plains Closing the Gaps P-20 Council, was awarded a 
$200,000 grant from THECB to implement this region’s version of the initiative. For 
more information, visit www.GenTX.org. 
 
Gov. Rick Perry has designated May 3 as GenTX Day, celebrating all students and their 
journey toward higher education. Everyone is encouraged to wear a college T-shirt that 
day to recognize the event. 
 
In addition, 40 recipients of the South Plains Generation TX Scholarship will be 
recognized at the event.  
  
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

  
CONTACT: Janie Ramirez, outreach programs administrator, College of Education, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5886, or janie.ramirez@ttu.edu. 

mailto:jourdan.scruggs@ttu.edu
http://www.gentx.org/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:janie.ramirez@ttu.edu
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Personal Financial Planning: Among Top Careers for 2013 
Texas Tech is home to one of the top PFP programs in the country. 

 
In the best of times – or the worst of times – the importance of proper money 
management remains constant. So it may come as no surprise that Personal Financial 
Planning (PFP) continues to be among the top careers of 2013, according to a new survey 
by CareerCast.com.  
 
As a career, PFP was relatively low in the public’s awareness, until financial uncertainty 
inspired many Americans to search for ways off the roller coaster. So if knowledge is 
power, Texas Tech University is ready to be their filling station.  
  
Texas Tech is among the first PFP programs in the country to rise to its own department, 
and has since been recognized by SmartMoney magazine as the most extensive academic 
program of its kind in the nation. It also is regarded as one of the top standout financial 
planning schools by Financial Planning magazine.  
  
Established more than 25 years ago under the leadership of associate professor Bill 
Gustafson, PFP evolved from what was formerly known as a family finance major. 
Today, it prepares students to be financial planning professionals through the study of 
cash and credit management, retirement planning, risk management, tax and estate 
planning, asset management and professional practices. 
  
Click here to read more about the program. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 

CONTACT: Bill Gustafson, associate professor, Department of Personal Financial 
Planning, College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-9783 or 
bill.gustafson@ttu.edu. 

http://www.slate.com/blogs/future_tense/2013/04/23/worst_job_of_2013_newspaper_reporter_tops_lumberjack_soldier_in_careercast.html
http://today.ttu.edu/2012/09/rising-stock-personal-financial-planning-department-thriving/
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:bill.gustafson@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Law, Estacado High School Celebrate  
Extension of Magnet Partnership 

 
WHAT:           Law and Justice Magnet Program extension 
 
WHEN:           2 p.m. Wednesday (May 1) 
 
WHERE:         Room 250, Texas Tech University School of Law Building (the Lanier  
  extension at the west end of the building) 
 
EVENT:  Nearly 50 Estacado High School students and administrators will visit the 

Texas Tech Law School to celebrate the extension of the law school’s 
partnership with the Law and Justice Magnet Program through 2015. 

 
  Texas Tech Law partnered with the program in 2006 to offer additional  
  educational resources for high school students interested in pursuing legal  
  careers. Law faculty and students offer classroom teaching assistance,  
  mock trial coaching and mentorship to help prepare Estacado students for  
  law school. 
 
  Speakers at Wednesday’s event will include Rob Sherwin (’01), Texas  
  Tech Law associate professor of advocacy and skills development and  
  director of advocacy programs; Walt Huffman (’77), professor and dean  
  emeritus; and E.J Garcia (’12), Brownfield assistant district attorney. 
 
  Interviews will be available beginning at 3 p.m. in the Texas Tech Law  
  Office of Academic Success Programs Library (Lanier 251). 
 
Find more information about Texas Tech University School of Law at www.law.ttu.edu. 
 
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia.  

http://www.law.ttu.edu/
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U.S. Rep. Neugebauer to Make Announcement at National Wind Institute 
 
WHAT: U.S. Rep. Randy Neugebauer will visit the Texas Tech University 

National Wind Institute (NWI) to announce a bill to help reduce 
windstorm damage. 

  
WHEN: 9 a.m., Thursday (May 2)  
 
WHERE: Building 250, Reese Technology Center, 9801 Research Blvd. 

From main entrance: left on Gilbert Drive, right on 11th Drive, building 
250 is on left (map). 

 
EVENT:  In 2011, there were an estimated 550 fatalities attributed to tornadoes 

alone. 
 

The purpose of the legislation is to reauthorize the National Windstorm 
Impact Reduction Program. The program directs the National Institute of 
Science and Technology, the National Science Foundation, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to help reduce loss of life and property from 
windstorms. The agencies do this through coordinating federal, state and 
local government efforts, along with academia and the private sector. 

 
John Schroeder, director of NWI, will discuss Texas Tech’s research and 
how this legislation will help further the initiative.  
 
A tour of the facilities will follow news conference. 
 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
 
CONTACT: John Schroeder, director, National Wind Institute, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 834-5678 or john.schroeder@ttu.edu. 
 

http://goo.gl/maps/1q44e
http://www.media.ttu.edu/
mailto:john.schroeder@ttu.edu


Midnight Message: Texas Tech Alumnus' Art Appears in Times Square 

By John Davis 

 

At three minutes to midnight on March 1, his art premiered in one of the most 
commercialized spots on the planet – Times Square.  

And at first glance, passers-by might have thought Texas Tech alumnus Zach 
Nader's work was just one more car ad flooding the giant screens. However, the 
initial subject had vanished. The car became a swirling entity comprising the road, 
streets, hills and mountains sucked into the vacuum where the intended subjects 
once sped past the camera's lens.  

The background, he said, becomes the foreground. 

Times Square Advertising Coalition and Times Square Arts will feature Nader's 3-
minute film, titled "optional features shown," during March’s Midnight Moment, 
which is the largest coordinated effort in history by the sign operators in Times 
Square to display synchronized, cutting-edge creative content on electronic 
billboards and newspaper kiosks throughout Times Square every night.  

"It’s a fantastic opportunity for me to have my work shown in Times Square, and 
especially to see this work chosen," Nader said, who now lives in Brooklyn. "It is 
incredibly exciting to see ‘Optional Features Shown' in such an appropriate venue. 
Seeing these altered commercials reintroduced into a commercial space that 
regularly features car advertisements among its many offerings is really the best 
context possible for this work."  

Set to run at 11:57 p.m. every night during March at "The Crossroads of the World" 
in Midtown Manhattan, the short also will be part of Moving Image, a video, film, 
and new media art fair that will take place March 6-9 at the Waterfront Tunnel 
event space in Chelsea.  

To make the film, Nader said he used a feature of Adobe Photoshop intended to 
remove small imperfections. By misusing the tool, remaining parts of the image 
flood into the place where the car was featured. The flooding of background to 
replace the specific content is what Nader says interests him the most.  

http://zachnader.com/
http://zachnader.com/


"Several of my works come from a place of intervening in advertisements," he said. 
"In removing the product, and any text and people, only the background, the 
situation, the context, is left. I’m interested in what happens when something like a 
car commercial has the reason it exists removed. What are we left with? This work 
comprises what I would call the salient parts of many car commercials. The 
resulting visualities are a reflection on the scripted nature of image creation and 
editing."  

A native of Dallas, Nader received his undergraduate degree from Baylor University 
before coming to Texas Tech in 2008, earning his master's degree in photography in 
2011.  

"Texas Tech was incredibly influential on my work," he said. "I started doing the 
type of appropriation-based work that I make while there. I met lifelong friends and 
colleagues there. We had amazing visiting artists come through the program, which 
helped me see what an artistic career could look like outside of an academic setting. 
Mostly though, I learned the skills to develop my ideas and projects on my own. I 
had a great time in the School of Art."  

Nader said many of the faculty he encountered at Texas Tech helped make him a 
better artist, including especially Rick Dingus and Robin Germany in the 
photography area of the School of Art. In particular, he said, Joe Arredondo, 
director of Landmark Arts and at the SRO Photo Gallery, gave him the skills that 
continue to be beneficial to him as a professional in New York.  

Arredondo said he remembers Nader's conservative photographic style when he first 
came to graduate school. While Arredondo doesn't teach class, he and Nader would 
have long complex conversations about photographic theory and image theory when 
Nader worked as coordinator for the SRO Photo Gallery.  

"I see myself as a mentor to him," Arredondo said. "He and I became good friends 
while he worked in my office and we have stayed in contact since he graduated. 
There have been several great successes along the way for Zach which I have been 
excited to hear about. When he made it into First Edition 2012 Hey Hot Shot just 
one year after arriving in New York that was very exciting. His subsequent 
successes even more so.  

"I like being able to tell current grad students that even if you are from Texas with 
a Texas Tech art degree, you can end up in New York City with your artwork 
displayed in Times Square like Zach Nader; a gallery director of one of the first 

http://www.srophotogallery.org/


galleries, nearly 20 years ago, in the Williamsburg area of Brooklyn like Daniel 
Aycock; web and new media manager of The Frick Collection like Vivian Gill; or 
even editor of Wired Magazine like Scott Dadich."  

Midnight Moment premiered in May 2012 and is organized and supported by the 
Times Square Advertising Coalition in partnership with Times Square Arts, the 
public art program for the Times Square Alliance, with additional partners of 
participating sign holders and artists.  

"It's exciting for an emerging artist such as Zach Nader who is appropriating new 
technologies and inventing creative ways to dialogue about consumerism, to have 
access to the most highly visible and appropriate platform," said Sherry Dobbin, 
Times Square arts director.  

Each night, Times Square becomes a digital art gallery through dazzling visuals on 
select billboards and newsstands. Every show begins at 11:57 p.m. with a 
countdown that signals the start of the three-minute nightly presentation. Past 
artists featured in the program include Isaac Julien; Robert Wilson; Tracey Emin; 
Seoungho Cho; Vicki DaSilva, Surabhi Saraf, and Elly Cho; Erika Janunger; 
Takeshi Murata; Bel Borba with Burt Sun and André Costantini; Brian Gonzalez 
(aka Taxiplasm); Björk; JR; Ryan McGinley; Jack Goldstein; Nature Theater of 
Oklahoma; Ezra Wube; Laleh Khorramian; Brian Dailey; and Yoko Ono.  

Toby Sturek, chairman of the Times Square Advertising Coalition, said that the 
signs of Times Square are known all over the world as the best place to display new 
and exciting advertising content.  

"We are delighted to showcase Zach Nader's unique film, which actually removes 
the products from commercials," Sturek said. "March's Midnight Moment will 
surely capture the attention and interest of the Times Square shoppers and visitors 
below."  

 



The Madness at Boston Marathon: Professor and alumnus recount Monday’s bombing 
By John Davis 

 
This year would be the biochemistry professor’s first year to run in the Boston Marathon.  
 
It had taken Paul Paré, a professor in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, four years 
to qualify for one of the nation’s most prominent marathons. Little did he know that moments 
after crossing the finish line, two devices would explode, blasting the normally happy event into 
bloody headlines across the globe. 
 
Three people, including an 8-year-old boy and a Chinese student, died in the two explosions, and 
more than 170 were injured. The blasts occurred as the first of the 27,000 marathoners began 
crossing the finish line about 2:50 p.m. Monday (April 15). 
 
Police have identified parts of the devices to include ball bearings and parts from a pressure-
cooker.  
 
Paré said he has been running for 40 years after picking up the sport from his father. In the last 
four years, he came close to earning qualifying times for Boston in Chicago, Dallas, Memphis 
and Oklahoma City. Then in December 2010, he finally qualified in Jacksonville, Fla.   

Paré said he would have participated in last year’s marathon. However, unusually warm weather 
conditions caused the Boston Athletic Association to offer a deferral to runners who wanted to 
wait a year to participate. He flew up Saturday (April 13) with fellow runner and friend of 25 
years, Edson Pinto, a pathologist at Covenant Medical Center. 

“My personal goal was to go up to have fun and visit with relatives living and visiting Boston,” 
he said. “I was anxious as well as excited before the start of any marathon. No matter what the 
training, 26.2 miles is a big deal for me.  Before the race you are bused from downtown Boston 
to Hopkinton, approximately 26 miles southwest of the city. On the bus, I talked with several 
runners who described how last year’s run was unusually grueling because of the heat. Medical 
tents were filled with runners suffering from heat exhaustion.  With the weather close to perfect, 
those of us chatting on the bus agreed that this year’s run would be completely different.” 

 A man on the bus told Paré about his expectant wife and shared his bagel with Paré. To the 
chemistry professor, life was great.  Once arrived, runners in the athlete’s village buzzed with 
pent-up excitement.   

While Paré relaxed and stretched in this holding area, he noticed members of what looked like a 
SWAT team suited and armed on the roof of the school where runners gathered.  The image in a 
setting with such a high density of people chilled him, he said. 

As he ran the 26.2 miles, enthusiastic crowds cheered so fervently, he felt like he wanted to join 
them. Music filled him with emotion.   



“Personally the event was so filled with passion that I began to get choked up as I crossed the 
starting line,” he said. “My finishing time was 4:09:59.  I was just about to exit the secure zone 
for the runners when there were the two loud blasts in close succession.  Since the blasts seem to 
be up ahead of us in the direction we were walking, the crowd came to a standstill.  Clearly the 
noise was ominous.” 

Volunteers at the exit to the secure area for runners closed the gate and advised runners to wait 
until police had discovered the origin of the blasts.  Within a short period of time, he said, 
emergency vehicles entered the restricted area loaded with runners. Anxious, exhausted and in 
many cases cold with a stiff breeze and shade from the city high-rises, runners moved as quick as 
was possible to the designated area to meet up with family and loved ones.  

“I did not see any injured spectators or runners from the blast, but a few blocks from the finish 
line the level of anxiety was clearly present,” he said. “Once I arrived at the designated reunion 
area, the scene was different than usual for a marathon. Runners and families were not 
connecting up as would be expected. There was a bank of cell phones provided by AT&T for 
runners to call their loved ones, but people couldn’t seem to get through. The plan to meet up 
with my dearest friend Edson Pinto, who is never late to anything, and have him not show was 
disturbing.” 

Paré said he tried to muster up the physical and mental energy to figure out what was going on 
but really just didn’t have much in the way of reserves after the grueling race.  After about 15 
minutes, Pinto finally arrived after working his way through the blast zone.  

“The warm embrace and full-length robe from the hotel was amazingly comforting,” he said. “As 
a professor at Texas Tech with several international student from countries with troubled 
political histories such at Egypt and Sri Lanka, it fills me with empathy and concern that these 
students are forced to face the stress and anxiety of having their family and friends exposed on a 
daily bases to real and immediate threats of violence. “ 

Nearby with video camera in hand, Will Bigham, a 1998 theatre arts graduate who won a 
position working at DreamWorks Studios through the Fox Reality TV show “On The Lot,” stood 
at the finish line only 30 yards away from the first bomb. He and two others had come to film 
two runners sponsored by a pharmaceutical company, he said.  

“Before the explosions, it was an amazing experience,” Bigham said. “A true international event. 
Very inspirational. Families all around. Unity.  I saw, heard, and felt both explosions. At first, I 
thought it was part of the festivities, like at a certain time they shoot off a canon to celebrate. But 
when the second explosion sounded, I turned to see glass flying everywhere as the Starbuck’s 
windows shattered. It was surreal and scary, and I knew instantly what was happening. My 
thoughts turned to, ‘When and where will the next one hit?’” 



Bigham said people started moving away from the buildings and into the street after the second 
bomb exploded, which was about 50 or 60 yards behind him. A police officer spotted a discarded 
bag a few feet behind him, and he was quickly moved away from the area. 

“Personally, and I’m sure I’m not alone in feeling this way, I'm angry that someone would 
choose to do such a thing at an event that is so motivational and inspiring as the Boston 
Marathon,” he said. “Right before the first bomb, one of the runners ran to his wife who was 
standing close to me.  He gave his wife a kiss, grabbed his baby and headed off for the finish 
line. I, along with everyone else, was feeling a high of positive energy. A minute later everything 
changed. And for some, their lives are altered forever. My thoughts and prayers go out to all of 
the families who were affected. And I encourage everyone to focus on the positive rather than 
fuel the negative.” 
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