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Expert: Politicians' Smiles Reveal Something About Their Character and
Connection to Their Constituents
Pitch
The first of four presidential debates is Oct. 3 in Denver, moderated by Jim Lehrer. The
candidates may appear to be all smiles and handshakes, but recent research shows types
of smiles at varying times can have vastly different meanings; reactions can tell what is
really going on behind the mask.
Expert
Erik Bucy, Formby Regents Professor, College of Media and Communication, (806) 8343346, or erik.bucy@ttu.edu.
Talking Points
• Communication effectiveness in debate settings hinges on both verbal delivery
and nonverbal communication, although the nonverbal component of
communication is often overlooked. Nonverbals consist of facial displays, vocal
tone and gestures made by the candidates.
• Media commentary over-scrutinizes what is said at the expense of what viewers
see, thereby minimizing the role of visual performance in political debate.
• Often, how a message or statement is delivered is far more important than the
content of what is communicated, particularly if the content is highly rehearsed
and repeated from the campaign trail.
Quotes
• "One thing to watch for during the presidential debates is the efficacy with which
the candidates not only convey their ideas but also signal appropriate emotion.
Among other judgmental shortcuts that viewers rely on to evaluate candidates is
the degree to which they are emotionally in tune with the issues and problems
they are discussing. This comes across in tone of voice, expressive displays and
use of language."
• "Reaction shots are often where televised presidential debates can catch a
candidate flat-footed. At all times during a debate, candidates must assume they
are under the camera's watchful eye, whether they are speaking or not. Almost
every moment is captured, almost every expression broadcast. Reacting poorly to
an accusation or response by your opponent only provides dramatic footage for
today' s never-ending news cycle."
Office of Communications and Marketing
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution

•

"Challengers, or candidates who are trailing in the polls, are frequently tempted to
go on the attack to rattle their opponent, but this approach can often backfire.
Challengers (or leaders who are rapidly losing ground) give away their secondary
status by staying on the offensive; front-runners, on the other hand, are more
confident and reassuring - as indicated with more happiness/reassurance displays
and other confidence-inspiring expressions and gestures. To make themselves
electable, candidates (especially challengers) must act like they are already
president."
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Rawls College of Business Hosts Managing Director and Author
WHAT:

Texas Tech University's Rawls College of Business Chief Executives'
Roundtable Speaker Series

WHEN:

11 :30 a.m. Wednesday (Oct. 3)

WHERE:

Valley of Lubbock Scottish Rite, 1101 70th Street

EVENT:

Texas Tech's Rawls College of Business will host Dr. Nicholas Vitalari,
managing director of Elasticity Labs and co-author of"The Elastic
Enterprise".
Dr. Vitalari will speak about making companies competitive with new
business strategies and structures that will allow them to anticipate, adapt,
extend and collaborate in new ways.
In the book he co-authored, "The Elastic Enterprise'', he outlines the
strategies and structures for giving firms flexibility and a competitive
advantage.

Texas Tech brings industry leaders to Lubbock through this speaker series
to share insight and experiences to the Rawls students, faculty and the
business community.
For more information on the Chief Executives' Roundtable Speaker Series
please visit http://cxr.ba.ttu.edu/
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Alice Oles, Chief Executives' Roundtable coordinator, Rawls College of
Business, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3188 or alice.oles@ttu.edu.
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Angelo State's Center for Security Studies Receives $3 Million Grant
Officials at the Texas Tech University System and Angelo State U,iiversity (ASU), along with Sen. Kay
Bailey Hutchison, announced today (Oct. 1) that the U.S. Air Force will provide a $3 million grant to
ASU that will be used to continue and expand the school's Center for Security Studies (CSS).
"After visiting Angelo State earlier this year, I recognized the value of continuing the momentum and
building the existing partnership between ASU' s Center for Security Studies and the Air Force,"
Hutchison said. " The CSS gives our Air Force personnel the special skills they need to work in foreign
countries where they are likely to operate in the future."
The CSS is a joint program developed by the university to meet the needs of the Air Force's Air
Education and Training Command. The purpose of the center is to provide airmen and airwomen with
advanced education - including bachelor's and master' s degrees - in cultural competence, security
studies, border security and intelligence.
"We are very proud of the Center for Security Studies' significant progress and grateful to Senator
Hutchison and the Air Force leadership for their continued support of our programs," said Kent Hance,
chancellor of the Texas Tech University System. "If it were not for both the senator's and Air Force's
efforts, we would not have such an outstanding center of excellence at ASU."
Enrollment has grown more than 50 percent since the program was first funded in 2009. The CSS offers
eight degree programs across four disciplines, and retention rate in these programs is nearly 100 percent.
"As a retired Air Force colonel and president of Angelo State University, I am proud that we at the
university have been able to develop a program that both serves the needs of our military and addresses
the serious homeland security challenges that this nation faces in the 21 st century," said Joseph C. Rallo,
president of ASU. "Angelo State University' s Center for Security Studies will be a lasting legacy to the
vision of Senator Hutchison and her commitment to keep our citizens and our country safe from those
who would do us harm."
Robert Ehlers serves as the director of the CSS, and his leadership has helped bring unprecedented growth
and recognition to the program. In August 2012, the CSS ho$ted a major international symposium entitled
"Transborder Narco-terrorism: Addressing a Changing Environment" that united a variety of federal and
state agencies, participants from five other countries and a number of scholars and students.

CONTACT: Barry Brown, director of federal relations, Office of Federal Relations, Texas Tech
University System, (806) 742-4105, bbrown@alpinegroup.com
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Texas Tech Recognized for Contributions to Future of Space Exploration
WHAT:

NASA representatives to honor Texas Tech Whitacre College of
Engineering students with nomination for 2012 Rotary National Award for
Space Achievement (RNASA) Stellar Award

WHEN:

2 - 2:30 p.m. Thursday (Oct. 4)

WHERE:

Engineering Center, Suite 100

EVENT:

Each year, the RNASA Foundation solicits Stellar Award nominations of
space industry workers and teams whose accomplishments hold the
greatest promise for furthering future activities in space.
Lockheed Martin Corp. nominated the Students Shaping America's Next
Spacecraft (SSANS) for the honor. The program partnered students from
Texas Tech and Frenship ISD to develop components for the Orion
Spacecraft.
"The students and their advisors at Texas Tech University have played an
important role in the development of Orion through their participation in
the SSANS project," said Cleon Lacefield, Lockheed Martin Vice
President and Orion Project Manager. "They have worked effectively with
NASA and Lockheed Martin, and we were proud to nominate the SSANS
Team members for a Stellar Award as part of the Rotary National Awards
for Space Achievement program."
Lockheed Martin also sponsored SSANS as part of its nationwide program
of support for educational excellence in science, technology, engineering
and math (STEM), as well as its promotion of space exploration and
technical career opportunities for America's next generation of explorers.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

Office of Communications and Marketing
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CONTACT: Jeff Sammons, director of marketing, Whitacre College of Engineering,
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3451 , or jeff.sammons@ttu.edu.
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Oct. 3, 2012
Jaryn Jones, jaryn.jones@ttu.edu
(806) 742-0057

Groundbreaking Scheduled for Petroleum Engineering Research Building
WHAT:

Groundbreaking ceremony for the Texas Tech University Petrolewn
Engineering Research Building

WHEN:

10 a.m. Friday (Oct. 5)

WHERE:

Northeast comer of Engineering Key

EVENT:

Officials and guests of Texas Tech will host a groundbreaking ceremony
to celebrate construction of the new Texas Tech University Petroleum
Engineering Research Building. Thanks to generous donor support, the
$20 million project will house 40,000 square feet of formal teaching
envirorunents with hands-on applications and cutting-edge research
facilities.
Chancellor Kent Hance, Dean Al Sacco and Vice Chancellor for Facilities
Planning and Construction Michael Molina will make remarks prior to the
groundbreaking. Donors and Texas Tech University System officials will
then grab shovels and break ground to commemorate the occasion.
This event is open to the public and will be immediately followed by a
reception at the groundbreaking site.

CONTACT: Robert Giovannetti, associate vice chancellor, Office of
Communications & Marketing, Texas Tech University System, (806) 742-0057, or
robert.giovannetti@ttu.edu.

Office of Communications and Marketing
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Texas Tech Admissions Hosts Red & Black Weekend
Local students can enjoy a three-day introduction to campus life.
Texas Tech University' s Office of Admissions is hosting Red & Black Weekend for area
high school students Oct. 13-15. The weekend, which coincides with the homecoming
football game, culminates with University Day on Oct. 15.
Students can stay on campus with a current student, or they may choose which events to
attend throughout the weekend.
Oct. 13 (Saturday), visitors have the opportunity to tailgate with university administrators
and recruiters at West Hall. Students may then attend the homecoming game versus West
Virginia with the purchase of a ticket.
Oct. 14 (Sunday) will feature the University Night Reception, which celebrates
scholarship and enables potential Red Raiders to learn about the educational
opportunities available to them at Texas Tech.
Oct. 15 (Monday) is University Day. The schedule includes the following informational
fairs and tours:

•

Spirit Showcase & Welcome
7:30- 8:30 a.m., United Spirit Arena
The showcase features the spirit squads, saddle tramps and the Goin' Band from
Raiderland.

•

Information Fairs & Presentations
9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m., United Spirit Arena
Information is available on academics, admissions, financial aid and residence
life.

•

Campus Tours
11:30 a.m. -3 p.m., West Hall

•

Residence Hall Showcase
Noon-3 p.m.
Residence hall tours are available in most halls and accessible on the main
campus shuttle.

Office of Communications and Marketing
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Interested students and families can find out more information and register at
www.visit.ttu.edu/redblack.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Jamie Hansard, director of recruitment and marketing, Office of
Undergraduate Admissions, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3603, or
jamie.hansard@ttu.edu.
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(806) 742-2136
Texas Tech Educators Sponsor Read for the Record
Local children participate in a reading of "Ladybug Girl and the Bug Squad"

WHAT:

Jumpstart Lubbock and the Texas Tech University College of Education
are sponsoring a local Read for the Record on the day of the national
event.

WHEN:

Noon, Thursday (Oct. 4)

WHERE:

Texas Tech College of Education Room 001 and Helen DeVitt Jones
Courtyard (18th Street and Flint Avenue)

EVENT:

Sponsored by Jumpstart, Read for the Record is a one-day yearly
event promoting literacy education by enlisting volunteers to read a
chosen book to millions of children. This year's book is "Ladybug Girl
and the Bug Squad" by David Soman and Jacky Davis.
Guest readers will read this year's book to 80 preschool students from
Ramirez Elementary at the Texas Tech College of Education.
Jumpstart corps members and the Masked Rider will lead the children in a
"bug squad parade," similar to that in the book, in the Helen DeVitt Jones
Courtyard. Members of the Goin' Band from Raiderland will also be at the
event.
Singer and actress, Ashanti, is the National Ambassador for Read for the
Record and will be reading the book on the "Today Show," kicking off the
campaign across the country.
Since 2006, Read for the Record has engaged 7 million children in its
campaign to promote early childhood education and has raised more than
$7 million for early-education programs.
Jumpstart is a program that helps children develop the language and
literacy skills they need to be ready for school, setting them on the path for
lifelong success.

Office of Communications and Marketing
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Katie Button, associate professor, College of Education, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-1997 ext. 314 or kathryn.button@ttu.edu.
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Expert: Compact Discs are 30 Years Old!
How much longer will they be around?

PitchOO
The compact disc (CD) made its debut in October 1982, offering a digital spin to the
familiar 8-track tape and cassette. Thirty years later, Texas Tech's pop culture expert says
the CD may soon become as nostalgic as the mix-tape.

ExpertO
Rob Weiner, associate librarian and pop culture expert, Texas Tech University Library,
(806) 742-2238 ext. 282, (806) 780-8775 mobile, or rob.weiner@ttu.edu.

Talking PointsO 0
•
•
•

First impressions of the CD
The CD's appeal
The demise of the CD, as opposed to vinyl records

QuotesDO
•
•
•

"Although CDs are now thought of as antiquated with all the digital music being
downloaded and streamed, CDs are still being made despite its decline."
"What we find is that many artists and record companies are releasing huge box
sets that contain unique content (books, posters, etc.,) as well as the music."
"The future of the CD does not look good, though a digital download probably
leaves something to be desired, especially for collectors."

Office of Communications and Marketing
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Texas Tech Law and College of Engineering Awarded Cybersecurity Grant
Collaboration between the Texas Tech University School of Law and the Texas Tech Whitacre
College of Engineering has resulted in a coveted National Science Foundation (NSF) grant for
cybersecurity education. The grant involves the development of joint educational activities
between the two schools and is designed to provide opportunities for law and engineering
students to prepare them for the cybersecurity challenges ahead in their careers after graduation.
The nearly $300,000 grant runs for two years.
The project is chaired by Victoria Sutton, Horn Professor at the School of Law, who spearheaded
efforts to secure the grant with the assistance of Dean Emeritus Walter B. Huffman. The NSF
grant was awarded in part due to the value of the unique partnership with the engineering
college, with principal investigator Joseph Urban, Industrial Engineering; and co-Pis, Susan D.
Urban, Industrial Engineering; and Vittal Rao, Electrical and Computer Engineering.
"This interdisciplinary project, in collaboration with the School of Law, will provide an
opportunity for undergraduate and graduate students in engineering disciplines to pursue
certificates in the growing area of cybersecurity with an emphasis on critical infrastructure,"
Urban said.
"I am very pleased that NSF saw value in the collaboration between engineering and law,"
Sutton said. "Working with a group of engineering faculty members who have a good
understanding of the role that law can play in cybersecurity issues made it possible."
According to the National Science Foundation website, it is an independent federal agency
created by Congress in 1950 to "promote the progress of science; to advance the national health,
prosperity, and welfare; and to secure the national defense." NSF grants are awarded in
mathematics, computer science and the social sciences.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

Contact: Leslie Cranford, Office of Communications & Marketing, (806) 834-2693 or
leslie.cranford@ttu.edu; Jeff Sammons, director of communications, Whitacre College of
Engineering, (806) 742-3451 or jeff.sammons@ttu.edu.
Office of Communications and Marketing
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Homecoming 2012 Schedule of Events
Please note updated schedule for Saturday (Oct. 13).
WHAT:

Texas Tech University's homecoming, "Texas: Don't Wreck with Tech"
features a weeklong celebration of spirit and tradition beginning Oct. 8.
The week culminates with the homecoming football game versus new
conference rival, West Virginia.

WHEN:

Oct. 8-13

WHERE:

Texas Tech campus (specific locations listed below)

EVENT:

Student organizations compete in many of the events throughout theweek,
including the Spirit Board and Spirit Banner competitions, S.O. Sing, and
the parade float contest. Homecoming king and queen will be announced
during halftime of Saturday's football game.
The week's schedule of events follows:

All Week
• Spirit Board Competition
Broadway Ave. & University Ave.
• Spirit Banner Competition
Student Union Building (SUB)
Monday, Oct. 8
• Homecoming Kickoff
SUB North Plaza, noon
• Line Dance Flash Mob
SUB West Plaza, immediately following homecoming kickoff
Tuesday, Oct. 9
• Cactus Creations
SUB West Basement, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
• Campus-Wide Scavenger Hunt
Memorial Circle, 4 p.m.
Office of Communications and Marketing
An EEO/Affirmative A ction Institution

Wednesday, Oct.10
• Custom Leather Bracelets
SUB North Plaza, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

•

S.O. Sing
United Spirit Arena, 8 p.m.

Thursday, Oct.11
• Tamale Fest
Urbanovsky Park, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

•

Techsan Memorial
Memorial Circle, 5 :30 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 12
• Rowdy Raider Rally
SUB North Plaza, noon

•

Presidential Lecture and Performance Series
President's Reading Program Author: Timothy Egan
SUB Allen Theatre, 7 p.m.

•

Homecoming March, Pep Rally and Bonfire
Urbanovsky Park, 9 p.m.

Saturday, Oct.13
• Homecoming Parade
Texas Tech Broadway Entrance, 9 a.m.
Parade Route

•

Raidergate
R-1 Parking Lot, 10:30 a.m.

•

Football Game
Jones Stadium, 2:30 p.m.

For more information about this year's homecoming, please visit
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sub/StudentActivities/Homecoming/.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Jon Mark Bernal, associate director, Student Union & Activities, Texas
Tech University, (806) 742-4708, or jm.bemal@ttu.edu.
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(806) 742-2136
Texas Tech Honors Former Center Director with Fun Walk/Run
Proceeds benefit Cathy Nathan Endowed Scholarship for Child Development.
WHAT:

Sixth Annual Fun Run/Walk

WHEN:

Friday, Oct. 12
3:30 p.m. - Pre-race festivities
4 p.m. - Race warm-up

WHERE:

Christine DeVitt & Helen DeVitt Jones Child Development Research Center
(CDRC) playground, located at the College of Human Sciences, 15th Street and
Akron Avenue.

EVENT:

The CDRC invites the public to join staff, students, children and their parents in a
fund.raising event for the Cathy Nathan Endowed Scholarship for Child
Development. This fund will provide tuition assistance for children who might
otherwise not be able to attend the CDRC.
Nathan spent 17 years as director of the CDRC. Her dedication led to such
advances as the $5.2 million facility expansion that doubled the capacity of the
center.
This event also will feature a silent auction, raffle prizes, face painting, free
Cowamongus ice cream, music, fun and games.
Pre-register by Thursday (Oct. 11) to receive a free T-shirt, while supplies last.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Marjie Collins, lead specialist, Christine DeVitt & Helen DeVitt Jones Child
Development Research Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3016 or
marjie.collins@ttu.edu.
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(806) 742-2136
Texas Tech Provost Bob Smith to Present His New Book
WHAT:

Phi Beta Kappa Alumni Association of West Texas and Eastern New
Mexico Lecture

WHEN:

4 - 6 p.m. Sunday (Oct. 7)

WHERE:

International Cultural Center, 601 Indiana Ave.

EVENT:

Texas Tech University Provost Bob Smith will present his new book on
leadership and life titled "The Way of Oz: A Guide to Wisdom, Heart and
Courage." Light refreshments and a book signing will follow the
presentation.
The event is free and open to the public.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Mary Jane Hurst, Phi Beta Kappa association president, Department of
English, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2501, or maryjane.hurst@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech University Breaks Ground on New Petroleum Engineering Building
Texas Tech University officials today (Oct. 5) broke ground on a new facility to house
the Bob L. Herd Department of Petroleum Engineering, welcoming a new era in
petroleum engineering production and operations education.
The $20 million project will house 40,000 square feet of formal teaching environments
with hands-on applications and modern research facilities. Funding was provided entirely
through generous donor support during the Texas Tech University System's $1 billion
campaign, Vision and Tradition: The Campaign for Texas Tech.
"We are excited about the opportunities the new petroleum engineering building will
offer," said Kent Hance, chancellor of the Texas Tech University System. "The building
will allow not only for increased enrollment, but improved teaching and research
endeavors. I am confident this facility will set the bar for petroleum education facilities
nationwide."
The new building will sit in the northeast corner of the engineering key and feature the
characteristic arches that surround the current engineering buildings. Upon completion,
the building will be one of two stand-alone petroleum engineering departments in the
country.
"The existing building cannot properly accommodate modern technologies and
production techniques," said Al Sacco, dean of the Whitacre College of Engineering.
"The new facility will be critical for Texas Tech to attain its goals of advancing the
petroleum engineering department and graduating the finest industry-ready petroleum
engineers."
Through the integration of several laboratories, the new facility will allow for education
that covers the entire spectrum of exploration and production, including business
profitability analysis. The labs will offer students both a theoretical and practical
·education that compliments classroom material through hands-on applications.
Each of the labs will be associated with the overall petroleum engineering curriculum and
will seamlessly integrate with students' experiences in other disciplines such as
geosciences and environmental engineering. The building will feature the following
laboratory, teaching and research areas:
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•
•
•
•
•
•

wiconventional technology center
fracturing techniques center
fluids laboratory
reservoir simulation center and drilling laboratory
rheology laboratory
pressure volwne temperature laboratory

The new building also will feature smart classrooms, student study areas and increased
space for anticipated department growth.
Nationally, there are only 15 petrolewn engineering programs, and Texas Tech's program
is one of the top five largest, currently averaging arowid 500 students per semester. The
new facility will be able to accommodate 600 undergraduate students.
"Even with recently increased admission standards, the Bob L. Herd Department of
Petrolewn Engineering is currently one of the largest programs in the cowitry," Sacco
said. "The new building will allow for further growth in enrollment, representing Texas
Tech's commitment to drive this program to the top of petroleum engineering
departments in the cowitry."
Construction is expected to be completed in time to offer courses and instruction in fall
2013.

CONTACT: Robert Giovannetti, associate vice chancellor, Office of
Communications & Marketing, Texas.Tech University System, (806) 742-0057 or
robert.giovannetti@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Law Professor Opens a Crypt Full of Halloween Legal Cases
Who says studying law can be deadly dull? In a new book "Halloween Law: A Spirited
Look at the Law School Curriculum," Victoria Sutton exhumes cases that illustrate the
subjects first-year law students are expected to master.
Using Halloween as a theme, Sutton, a Hom Professor at the Texas Tech University
School of Law, has crafted a book for those wishing to be entertained and learn
something at the same time. The book is a follow up to "The Legal Kiss," her book
looking at how the kiss has played a role in legal proceedings.
"I thought I might do something on vampires and the law," Sutton said. "But there just
wasn't enough variety. But in my research I noticed a great number of cases revolving
around Halloween, and it occurred to me the subject areas fell into the same categories .
we teach in the first year oflaw school."
Sutton, who teaches constitutional law as well as biodefense and biosecurity law at Texas
Tech, touches on those first year courses of constitutional, criminal, tort and property
law. She also offers a few upper division courses in oil and gas law, employment law and
legal ethics.
"I hope that non-lawyers will read the book and get a sense of what we learn and how we
learn it in law school," she said.

In the criminal law section, Sutton looks at whether Halloween excuses vandalism to
some·degree.
"Does a judge ever give any deference to the fact that it's Halloween? Can you behave a
certain way on Halloween and get away with it? The short answer is no. Vandalism is
still vandalism and the courts have repeatedly said that," she said.
Sutton also deals with the issue of haunted houses and the question: "can you win a
lawsuit if you pay to get scared and then hurt yourself because you were scared?"

"In normal society we have a duty to other people not to frighten them and make them
hurt themselves," Sutton said. "But at Halloween, the courts have said that duty is
modified. You are paying to get scared when you walk into a haunted house, so the courts
Office of Communications and Marketing
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution

have held that, unless there was something negligent such as trash left on the floor that
contributed to the injury, haunted house operators are not liable if a person injures
themselves reacting to a scare."
Sutton wrote the book, but who is the "father of Halloween Law?" Sutton couldn't find
an answer to that, so she gives U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia the title.
During an oral argument on Halloween, 2005 a light bulb went out with a loud pop
prompting an exchange between the justices in which Scalia said "Happy Halloween,"
making him the only justice to ever reference the holiday from the bench.
In keeping with superstition, Sutton skips chapter 13 in the book but still delivers a short
history lesson, writing: "since Friday, Oct. 13, 1307 when King Phillip IV of France
arrested (and murdered) the Knights Templar, it has been considered an unlucky day."
At the end of each chapter there is a quiz with real, if somewhat tongue-in-cheek
questions. "You can look at the answer first, if you like," she said. "Once you' ve
completed each quiz, you' ll be able to fill out the form in the back of the book
recognizing that you've earned your Halloween Law letters."
"Halloween Law" is published by Vargas Publishing and available at Amazon.
Sutton is the director of the Center for Biodefense, Law and Public Policy at Texas Tech.
The center is the only one at a law school to focus solely on issues of law and biodefense,
biosecurity and bioterrorism. She is a widely published author writing "Nanotechnology
Law and Policy" in 2011. Sutton has received the Texas Tech President's Book Award
for her groundbreaking casebook "Law iµid Science: Cases and Materials." She also has
received the university's New Faculty Teaching Award and the School of Law' s
Distinguished Research Faculty Award twice. Sutton also has served in governmental
positions. She was appointed by President George W. Bush to a two-year term as chief
counsel for the Research and Innovative Technology Administration and served in the
Bush administration as assistant director in the White House Science Office and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Victoria Sutton, Horn Professor, Texas Tech University School of Law,
(806) 742-3990, or vickie.sutton@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Provost Office Announces Reorganization
A reorganization plan has been implemented in the Texas Tech University Office of the
Provost, based on a special opportunity for Vice Provost Valerie Paton and promotion of
Peggy Miller, who has served as interim dean of the Graduate School since November
2010.
Paton has been awarded a prestigious American Council on Education (ACE) Fellowship,
which she will pursue at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center (ITUHSC) in
El Paso beginning Jan. 1. Her work in El Paso emanates from a study plan developed by
Paton in conjunction with TTUHSC President Tedd Mitchell and El Paso TTUHSC Vice
President Jose Manuel de la Rosa. Paton's ACE Fellowship, when completed, will prepare
her for myriad career opportunities.
In order to cover part of Paton's current responsibilities, Miller was promoted to vice
provost on Oct. 8 and will relocate to the Office of the Provost suite in the Administration
Building. Miller will assume responsibilities for Texas Tech's off-campus centers and
programs in the Hill Country, Waco and El Paso. She also will have oversight
responsibility fore-Learning and the Texas Tech University Press, and will work with
Provost Bob Smith on a number of special Tier One initiatives.
To lead the Graduate School as interim dean, Provost Smith has appointed Dominick
Casadonte, who also will continue in his role as Minnie Stevens Piper Professor in the
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. From 2005-2010, Casadonte served as chair
of the department. He also is a long-term member of the Texas Tech Teaching Academy
and served as its chair from 2004-2006.
"We are fortunate to have on our campus top scholars and educators in higher education
who also possess outstanding leadership and administrative qualities. This allows us the
opportunity to move good people into interim positions without compromising our
strategic priorities," said Lawrence Schovanec, interim president at Texas Tech. "Peggy
Miller and Dominick Casadonte will serve us well in these roles and we look forward to
their contributions. I appreciate Dr. Paton's many contributions to the university and
congratulate her for receiving the ACE Fellowship and the professional opportunities it
will provide."
A search for a permanent vice provost for graduate education and dean of the Graduate
School will begin this fall.
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College of Human Sciences Honors Distinguished Alumni
Honorees will be recognized at the 30th Annual Distinguished Alumni Luncheon.
Texas Tech University's College of Human Sciences announces the recipients of the
Distinguished Alumni Awards, New Achiever Award, Lifetime Distinguished Service Award
and Distinguished Leadership Award.
Honorees for 2012 will be recognized at the 30th Annual Distinguished Alumni Luncheon to be
held at 11 :30 a.m. Oct. 11 at the Lubbock Country Club.

The Distinguished Alumni Award
The Distinguished Alumni Awards are given to graduates of the College of H1.lman Sciences who
have advanced the reputation of the college through their significant achievements.
Dan Mauck graduated with a Bachelor of Science in agricultural economics in 1993, and planned
to go elsewhere for his graduate studies until a friend suggested an introductory fmancial
planning course as an elective. A year later, he added a second bachelor's degree in family
financial planning. Today, he is senior financial advisor at Clintsman Financial Planning in
Southlake, where he devotes significant time toward practice management and operational
oversight, as well as mentoring young talent within the furn. He resides in Richardson, where he
enjoys spending time with family and friends.
Kandy K. McWhorter received her Bachelor of Science in home economics, food and nutrition business and merchandising option in 1977, followed by a master's degree in home economics
education in 1984. During her 31-year career with the Texas AgriLife Extension Agency, she
spoke in more than a thousand news articles, television and radio programs on a variety of topics.
Now retired, she works as a contract educator for the Child and Adult Care Food Program.
McWhorter, a life member of the National Association of Extension 4-H Agents, recently moved
to Abilene to be closer to family.

The New Achiever Award
The New Achiever Award is given to graduates from within the last 12 years who have enhanced
the reputation of the College of Human Sciences through their emerging achievements.
Tarrah Moreno earned her bachelor' s degree Summa Cum Laude in family and consumer
sciences education in 2009, and now opens her Lubbock classroom to other students in the

program. At Coronado High School, Moreno taught classes in. interior design, interpersonal
studies and culinary arts - the only one of its kind in the Lubbock Independent School District.
She also piloted a personal :financial planning program to students. Outside the classroom,
Moreno is active in several philanthropic organizations and community service. She and her
husband, Victor, are parents to one daughter.
The Distinguished Leadership Award
The Distinguished Leadership Award recognizes a significant leader who has achieved the
highest levels of excellence in one or more fields associat~d with the College of Human
Sciences.
Holly Hunt pursued her design interests at Texas Tech, where she graduated in 1968 with
degrees in English literature, clothing and textiles. Today, she leads a multimillion dollar empire,
as one of America's leading showroom designers for furniture, lighting, rugs, textiles and
leathers. Holly Hunt Ltd. is represented in 22 showrooms around the world, including the ones
she owns in Los Angeles, Chicago, Minneapolis, Miami, Washington, D.C. and two in New
York City. Based in Chicago, Hunt continues to be a major supporter of Texas Tech's
Department of Design. She is mother to three grown sons.
The Lifetime Distinguished Service
The Lifetime Distinguished Service Award is reserved for those who have significantly advanced
the college and its goals of excellence in teaching, research and service. Candidates for this
award may or may not be graduates of the college.
Clara McPherson earned her bachelor's degree in home economics in 193 9, and her master's in
food and nutrition in 1943. Her 33-year career in education included teaching in nursery schools
before joining the Texas Tech faculty. She was an associate professor emeritus in the department
of food and nutrition when she retired in 1986. More than 70 years after her graduation, she and
her husband Clint continue to support the College of Human Sciences. Both reside in Lubbock
and remain active in many service and professional organizations. Their three sons are all Texas
Tech alumni.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
CONTACT: Erin Potts, unit coordinator for college events and development support,
College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3031 or erin.potts@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Inaugurates One of a Kind University Program

WHAT:

Reception celebrating the launch of The Institute for the Study of Western
Civilization

WHEN:

5:30 p.m. Thursday (Oct. 11)

WHERE:

Formby Room, Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library
(16th Street and Detroit Avenue)

EVENT:

Officials and guests of the Texas Tech University System will host a
reception introducing The Institute for the Study of Western Civilization
and welcoming Stephen H. Balch, recipient of the President's National
Humanities Medal and a leading expert on Western civilization.
The Institute for the Study of Western Civilization will be part of the
Honors College and foster research and investigation into the nature,
origins and future of the West. This new program will be the only
university institute in the nation of its kind.
Kent Hance, chancellor of the Texas Tech University System, and
Lawrence Schovanec, Texas Tech University interim president, will make
remarks prior to the keynote address, delivered by Balch.
Balch will be available to speak to media at 5:15 p.m. before the reception.
The event is by invitation only.

CONTACT: Robert Giovannetti, Office of Communications & Marketing, Texas
Tech University System, (806) 742-0057 or robert.giovannetti@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Law School Teams Take Top Two Spots at National Competition
Teams shine at national negotiation contest in Los Angeles.
Two teams from the Texas Tech University School of Law advanced to the final round of the National
Entertainment Law Negotiation Competition in Los Angeles over the weekend, resulting in yet another
national championship for the school's widely recognized advocacy program.
Juliet Azarani, a third-year student from Lake Dallas; and Luke Calhoun, a second-year student from
Lufkin, comprised the winning team that narrowly defeated classmates Jessica Haseltine, a third-year
student from Abilene, and Sara Norman, a second-year student from Midland, in the championship
round. The teams were coached by Professors Nancy Soonpaa and Wendy Adele Humphrey. The win
grows the law school's count of state, national and international championships to 29.
The competition, hosted by Southwestern University School of Law, featured 24 teams from across the
nation and focused on the resolution of legal disputes in the entertainment industry. Both Tech Law
teams received perfect scores in the tournament's preliminary rounds before facing each other in the
final.
"To have both our teams in the final round of a national competition and take the top two spots is simply
astounding," said Rob Sherwin, director of advocacy programs. "It's just disappointing both teams
couldn't be crowned national champions, because all four students deserved it."
Sherwin said the teams' performance was a combination of talent and preparation.
"We know our students are as gifted as any across the country, but you don't win these competitions
without a ton of hard work," he said. "The teams and Professors Soonpaa and Humphrey worked so hard
over the past month to bring this championship back to Lubbock, and we couldn't be more proud."
More information about Texas Tech University School of Law may be found at www.law.ttu.edu.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
Contact: Leslie Cranford, Office of Communications and Marketing, (806) 742-2136, or
leslie.cranford@ttu.edu.

Office of Communications and Marketing
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution

Cl>

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY SYSTEM"

News Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DATE: Oct. 11, 2012
CONTACT: Jaryn Jones, jaryn.jones@ttu.edu
806-742-0057

Texas Tech Inaugurates the Only University Program of its Kind
TTU officials unveil the Institute for the Study of Western Civilization.
Officials at Texas Tech University will officially commemorate the launch of The
Institute for the Study of Western Civilization at a showcase tonight (Thurs.) in the
Southwest Collections/Special Collections Library. The institute, the only program of its
kind among major U.S. universities, aims to rekindle academic interest in the study of
Western civilization's extraordinary character.
The talk and reception will also introduce Stephen H. Balch, recipient of the President' s
National Humanities medal and a leading authority on Western Civilization Studies, who
will serve as the institute's founding director.
"I am thrilled to begin my new career at Texas Tech University," Balch said. "Studying
our civilization's uniqueness has been dropping out of scholarly fashion. By establishing
this institute, Texas Tech aims to restore the examination of the West's Promethean,
world-transforming, nature to its rightful place at the heart of the academic enterprise.
This, by any account, is a bold move."
As part of the Honors College, the Institute for the Study of Western Civilization will
foster discussion and research on the nature, origins and future of the West, exploring
topics such as the relationship between liberty, individualism and progress; the JudeoChristian tradition; the West's special compact with reason; American exceptionalism;
and the West's Utopian and revolutionary impulses.
The institute's study of Western civilization will not only look at the great achievements,
abundance, liberty and scientific knowledge of the West, but also its dark side,
characterized by threats such as nuclear weapons, totalitarianism and degraded natural
environments.
"A renewal of interest in Western civilization's uniqueness is imperative if we're to
retain all the benefits and cope with the dangers it has produced," Balch said. "The
institute will allow students and scholars to enrich their understandings of how America,
the West and the world, came to be what they are today, as well as promote recognition
of the accomplishments of other civilizations and facilitate scholarly comparisons
between them and the West."
Office of Communications and Marketing
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The institute also will serve the larger academic community beyond Texas Tech through
conferences, publications and the creation of online intellectual communities. Locally,
the institute will offer presentations to community groups plus online resources and field
seminars for Texas Tech alumni and others interested in the phenomenon of Western
civilization.
"Texas Tech continues to be at the forefront of research and curriculum," said Kent
Hance, chancellor of the Texas Tech University System. "The Institute for the Study of
Western Civilization is the first of its kind and will pave the way for expansion on this
area of academic study. We are proud to have Dr. Balch on board and look forward to a
bright future for the program."
Balch holds a doctoral in political science from the University of California at Berkeley
and served for 14 years on the faculty of the City University of New York. Before
coming to Texas Tech, he served for 25 years as founding president and chairman of the
National Association of Scholars (NAS), an organization of higher education
professionals dedicated to the tradition and principles of liberal arts education.
During his years at NAS, Balch worked to encourage institutions of higher education
across the nation to develop academic programming focused on Western civilization and
the study of free institutions. He also played a major role in the founding of a variety of
other academic organizations devoted to enriching scholarship and the public discussion
of higher education issues.
Balch received the Jeane Kirkpatrick Academic Freedom Award in 2009, bestowed by
the Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation and the American Conservative Union
Foundation. He also co-authored "The Vanishing West: 1964-2010," a NAS study
documenting the dramatic decline in the number of courses on the history of Western
civilization in America's universities and colleges.

CONTACT: Robert Giovannetti, associate vice chancellor, Office of
Communications & Marketing, Texas Tech University System, (806) 742-0057 or
robert.giovannetti@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Alumni Association Honors 2012 Top Techsans
Today (Oct. 12), the Texas Tech Alumni Association presented the 2012 Top Techsan
Award to four Texas Tech University staff members at a luncheon held at the McKenzieMerket Alumni Center as part of the university's annual homecoming celebration.
Created in 1973, the Top Techsan Award honors Texas Tech staff members for
extraordinary work proficiency and an attitude of team spirit. Recipients are nominated
by current faculty, staff or students and received a plaque and $500 during the
presentation.
Bill Dean, executive vice president and CEO of the alumni association, opened the
ceremony and called it a very special occasion for the recipients and the association.
"Of all the things the alumni association does, this truly is one of the highlights of our
year," he said.
Dean then presented the awards to this year's four honorees:
•
•
•
•

Katherine "Kathy" Austin Beltz, assistant vice president of the Information
Technology Division
Margaret "Margie" Ceja, academic adviser in the Edward E. Whitacre College of
Engineering's Department of Construction Engineering
Beccy Hambright, program manager in the Edward E. Whitacre College of
Engineering's T-STEM Center
Shannon Hutchison, unit manager in the Edward E. Whitacre College of
Engineering's Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering and the Texas
Tech Center for Multidisciplinary Research in Transportation

According to the Top Techsan website, Beltz was recognized for giving her heart,
passion and impeccable work ethic to Texas Tech for the last 20-plus years. She is known
for communicating complex technical information in an easy-to-understand way.
Ceja received the award for exhibiting outstanding customer service skills by serving
students with dedication, concern and empathy. She has worked at Texas Tech for more
than 10 years and is currently pursuing her bachelor's degree.
Office of Communications and Marketing
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Hambright was recognized for possessing strong leadership skills and is known to finish
the job right the first time, and to have a can-do attitude. Hambright is also lauded for
putting first the educational experiences of students and schools involved in the T-STEM
program. She has worked for Texas Tech since 1991.
Hutchison was given the award for going above and beyond his daily responsibilities,
allowing students to contact him after hours and on weekends. He is known for treating
everyone with respect, whether they are faculty, staff, student or service personnel. He
has worked at Texas Tech for 11 years.
Dean said the alumni association appreciates the dedication of Texas Tech's faculty and
staff.
"When you stop and think about it, this is all truly amazing," he said. "This is Texas
Tech. That's what it's all about."
In addition to the four Top Techsan Award winners, the alumni association also

recognized faculty and staff members who retired from Texas Tech in the past year.
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Texas Tech Announces Homecoming King and Queen
Andrew Whitley and Katherine McBee were.crowned as the 202 Texas Tech University
Homecoming King and Queen today during halftime of the Texas Tech - West Virginia
football game.
Whitley represented Kappa Alpha Order, while McBee represented Chi Omega. Wiley
guy and Amy Ashby, homecoming king and queen from 2011, crowned this year's
wmners.
The winners were voted on by the student body Friday. Fifteen men and fifteen women
were originally announced as candidates Monday at the Homecoming Kickoff. That
number narrowed to ten each for king and queen finalists after a review of the candidates'
resumes. Each of the candidates then went through an interview process before the final
five king and queen candidates were announced Friday at the Rowdy Raider Rally.
In addition to Whitley and McBee, the 2012 homecoming court included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kevin Traub (Alpha Tau Omega)
Lauren Locke (Alpha Phi)
Forrest Stovall (Beta Upsilon Chi)
Noelle Trotter (Delta Delta Delta)
Jeffrey Chen (Mortar Board)
Erika Allen (Pi Beta Phi)
Ryan Records (Saddle Tramps)
Nikki Riccoboni (Zeta Tau Alpha)

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Jon Mark Bernal, associate director, Student Union & Activities,
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-4708, or jm.bernal@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech to Host 500 Reporters, Expert Speakers for 22nd Annual Society of
Environmental Journalists Conference

About 500 journalists, expert speakers and others from around the globe will descend on
Texas Tech University to attend the 22nd Annual Society of Environmental Journalists
(SEJ) Conference from Oct. 17-21.
Reporters will represent organizations such as National Geographic, The New York
Times, Chicago Tribune, ABC News, National Academy of Sciences, Science News, Pro
Publica, The Dallas Morning News, National Library of Medicine and other institutions
across the U.S., Canada, Latin America and Europe.
During the event, Jill Tidman and Robert Redford's son, Jamie, will present the film
"Watershed." The pair produced the film, which will be shown on Oct. 16 in Lubbock as
part of pre-conference events. Also, an Oct. 18 pre-screening of Ken Burns' "The Dust
Bowl" will feature Dayton Duncan, a co-producer on the master documentarian's latest
piece.
Each year, the society chooses a distinguished research university to co-locate its
conference. This year's theme, "Big Land, Big Sky, Big Issues" will cover topics such as
Lubbock and the South Plains region, environmental toxicology, water use in an arid
environment, oil and natural gas production, the cattle industry and the natural
environment.
"This is a great opportunity
for Texas Tech and West Texas to showcase what we do
.
here," said Lawrence Schovanec, interim president. "It will have a positive social and
economic impact on our region as these reporters learn about us. We are proud to host
such a venerable group."
.

Bringing the conference to Lubbock was the idea of Ron Kendall, professor of
environmental toxicology and special assistant to the president. After reading about a
recent SEJ conference held at his alma mater, Virginia Tech, he said that he became
intrigued with the possibilities of hosting a meeting at Texas Tech.
"I found out previous meetings were at Stanford and the University of Wisconsin at
Madison - both of which are top-tier universities," Kendall said. "This is a huge coup for
Lubbock to bring this kind of organization in so that we, as academics and as a campus,
Office of Communications and Marketing
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can interact and establish relationships with its members. After this, we'll have
extraordinary outlets with which to communicate about our community and university,
and make aware, particularly to industry research sponsors, our capabilities at Texas Tech
University."
SEJ's annual conference brings together hundreds ofjournalists, scientists, educators,
government officials, environmental advocates, business representatives and other leaders
to explore the many facets of environmental stories, said Beth Parke, executive director
of the society.
The goal of the conference is to help journalists working in all forms of media to improve
the quality and accuracy of environmental news reporting. Each conference presents an
opportunity to meet with other journalists, sit in on training, writing and computer
workshops and attend panel sessions where-current and emerging issues are debated by
experts, policy-makers and experienced reporters from all types of media.
The annual conference also takes journalists out into the field, with full-day or half-day
tours to environmental hotspots where issues may be explored on-site with experts on
hand to present all sides and answer questions.
"The SEJ community is eager to explore environment-related issues of the High Plains
region open to direct exploration in and around Lubbock," Parke said. "Our
comprehensive agenda - with full-day tours, sessions and special events - will be
enriched by the expertise of Texas Tech's distinguished faculty. We are especially
interested in the work of The Institute of Environmental and Human Health, so relevant
to environmental contamination, wildlife toxicology and biodiversity issues. I have no
doubt that sessions on these topics in Lubbock will be quite compelling and
enlightening."
Parke said the SEJ board has appointed Randy Lee Loftis, environmental writer for the
Dallas Morning News, as SEJ's 2012 conference chairman. He has been extensively
involved in planning the 2012 program.
The Society of Environmental Journalists is the only U.S.-based membership
organization of working journalists dedicated to improvements in environmental
reporting.
SEJ programs are designed to build a stronger, better-educated and more closely
connected network of professional journalists and editors who cover the environment and
environment-related issues. SEJ's primary goal is to advance public understanding of
critically important environmental issues through more and better environmental
journalism.
This event is co-sponsored locally by Texas Tech's Office of the President, Office of the
Provost, Office of the Vice President for Research, Cotton Inc., Bayer CropScience,
Syngenta, Prosperity Bank, Lubbock Economic Development Alliance, High Plains
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Underground Water Conservation District, Plains Capital Bank, Lubbock National Bank,
Texas Tech South Central Climate Center, and United Sorghum Checkoff Program.
For a copy of the conference' s events, click here. Walk-in registration is welcome.
Journalists interested in covering a specific event can pick up a press pass at registration
(no meals provided). For more information contact Beth Parke at the contact information
below.

CONTACT: Ron Kendall, special assistant to the president, Office of the President,
Texas Tech University, (806) 885-0238 or ron.kendall@tiehh.ttu.edu; or Beth Parke,
executive director, Society of Environmental Journalists, (215) 884-8174 or
bparke@sei.org.
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Texas Tech, Society of Environmental Journalists Host Green Car Show
Members of the Texas Tech University community will have a chance to experience the
latest in environmentally friendly automobiles in mid-October when auto manufacturers .
bring some of their newest technology to Lubbock. Among the vehicles for display and
test-driving will be General Motors' Chevy Volt, Nissan's LEAF and Volkswagen's eGolf.
The cars will be on exhibit at the 22nd Annual Conference of the Society of
Environmental Journalists (SEJ). This journalists' gathering, hosted by Texas Tech
University, will take place Oct. 17 to Oct. 21 at the Overton Hotel and Conference
Center.
The media and the Texas Tech community, especially students and professors of
engineering, environmental studies, journalism, business and other related courses are
invited to attend and see the latest innovations.
When:
5-9 p.m. Thursday (Oct. 18)
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday (Oct. 19)
7:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday (Oct. 20)
The Overton Hotel & Conference Center is located at 2322 Mac Davis Lane. Attendees
should come to the parking area just outside the main entrance to the conference center.
This event is co-sponsored locally by Texas Tech' s Office of the President, Office of the
Provost, Office of the Vice President for Research, Cotton Inc., Bayer Crop Science,
Syngenta, Prosperity Bank, Lubbock Economic Development Alliance, High Plains
Underground Water Conservation District, Plains Capital Bank, Lubbock National Bank,
Texas Tech South Central Climate Center and United Sorghum Checkoff Program.
For a copy of the conference's events, click here. Walk-in registration is welcome.
Journalists interested in covering a specific event can pick up a press pass at registration
(no meals provided). Students are invited to register for this five-day conference for only
$80. For more information contact Beth Parke at the contact information below.
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CONTACT: Beth Parke, executive director, Society of Environmental Journalists,
(215) 884-8174 or bparke@sej.org.
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Texas Tech Hosts 63rd Annual Rodeo

WHAT:

The 63rd Annual Texas Tech National Intercollegiate Rodeo

WHEN:

7 p.m. Thursday through Saturday (Oct. 18-20)

WHERE:

Texas Tech Equestrian Center (3/4 mile south of 50th Street on Upland
Avenue)

EVENT:

Fifteen colleges and universities from the Southwest Region of the
National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association will compete in the three-day
event, which will draw more than 500 participants to the South Plains.
Texas Tech's rodeo team will compete in five additional rodeos during
the spring semester with the goal of bringing regional championship
honors back to Lubbock and qualifying for the College National Finals
Rodeo. The top two teams and top three individuals in the :region
automatically advance to nationals to be held June 2013 in Casper, Wyo.
Proceeds from hosting the rodeo support the team's general budget for the
year.
Admission is $10 each night, and children under age six are admitted free.
Tickets can be purchased for $2 off at the Lubbock Gebo's and at Dollar
Western Wear.
Admission is free from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for the preliminary rounds Friday
and Saturday.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
CONTACT: Chris Guay, rodeo coach, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2805 ext.
256, or chris.guay@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Joins National "Got Your 6" Campaign
The school announces its pledge of support with this promotional video.
Texas Tech University has joined the "Got Your 6" campaign, a national movement led by
the entertainment industry that will help create a new conversation where veterans and
military families are perceived as both leaders and civic assets.
"Texas Tech joined the campaign because of the emphasis on the six pillars of support:
jobs, education, health, housing, family and leadership," said Ryan Van Dusen, associate
director of the Military and Veterans Programs (MVP). "Texas Tech University is a
world-class educational institution, but Lubbock has multiple elements that contribute to
the other five pillars."

In military vernacular, the expression "Got Your Six" means I've got your back, and in
turn, you have mine. The reciprocal nature of this statement underlies the message that the
"Got Your 6" campaign strives to spread to all Americans. "Got Your 6" represents a
powerful show of respect and understanding for our veterans and military families.
Texas Tech has done its part in helping provide that support. The MVP, part of the
Division of Institutional Diversity, Equity and Community Engagement, currently serves
around 1,300 veterans or veteran dependents. The program also helps veterans off campus
by keeping them informed about several agencies around town that offer services to
veterans free of charge or at a minimal cost.
MVP also has implemented the Green Zone, a program geared around training faculty and
staff about student veterans and their needs around campus. Texas Tech currently has
about 400 faculty and staff who are veterans, and a veteran liaison in every academic
college. The school also has on-campus chapters of Student Veterans of America,
National Veterans Honor Society and veterans career program
Last month, Texas Tech was named a Military Friendly School by G.I. Jobs Magazine for
the fourth-straight year.
"You will not find another community that is more supportive and appreciative of military
service," Van Dusen said. "The people in the South Plains have our veterans' six, and we
want to show the rest of the nation what we have to offer our service men and women.
-moreOffice of Communications and Marketing
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Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Ryan Van Dusen, associate director, Military and Veterans Programs,
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-6877 or ryan.van-dusen@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Library to Honor Faculty Achievements with 28th Annual Exhibit

WHAT:

Faculty Academic Contributions Exhibit (FACE)

WHEN:

2:30 - 4 p.m., Wednesday (Oct. 17)

WHERE:

University Library Croslin Room

WHO:

All students, faculty and staff are invited.

The event will begin with opening remarks by Michael San Francisco, interim vice
president for research, followed by a keynote presentation by Celine Godard-Codding,
associate professor of biochemical and mechanistic toxicology & endangered species
toxicology at the Institute of Environmental and Human Health.
This year's theme is "Network of Scholars," and will honor the innovation, vision and
impact of Texas Tech's faculty. The exhibit, for the first time, will be fully digital.
This video offers a preview.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
CONTACT: Julie Barnett, assistant director, Communications and Marketing,
Texas Tech University Libraries, (806) 834-0718, or julie.barnett@ttu.edu.
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Upward Bound Receives Funding for New Program
The award brings the total for the Upward Bound program to $4.75 million for 2012.
Texas Tech University was recently awarded $1.25 million by the U.S. Department of
Education for the Upward Bound Math and Science (UBMS) Discover program. The
award brings the total amount of funding for the Upward Bound program to $4. 75 million
for 2012, including renewal grants for the Upward Bound Select program ($2.25 million)
and Upward Bound Math and Science Quality University Explorations in Science &
Technology (QUEST) program ($1 .25 million).
"Texas Tech is honored to receive this unprecedented third Upward Bound grant," said
Juan Munoz, vice president for institutional diversity, equity and community engagement
and vice provost for undergraduate education and student affairs. "In aggregate, this
funding will provide the unit an annual budget of just under $1 million for the next five
years dedicated to helping high achieving West Texas students pursue a postbaccalaureate education. The fact that Texas Tech was not only re-funded, but received
an additional grant further affirms the success and reputation of our Upward Bound
program, its staff and our university as a whole."
The UBMS Discover program is similar to the QUEST program, in that it provides
opportunities for high school students from families with limited financial resources to
explore career options in the areas of mathematics, science and/or technology. The
program includes research seminars throughout the academic year and a summer
component that allows students to take classes on the Texas Tech campus. Students work
on research projects, attend financial aid workshops, utilize academic tutoring and take
college tours throughout the course of the program.
The UBMS Discover program will serve students from an additional five rural area high
schools and will allow for an additional 60 students to participate in the Upward Bound
umbrella of programs.
"This is reflective of the wonderful work and dedication of our Upward Bound staff,"
said Lawrence Schovanec, Texas Tech University interim president. "The Texas Tech
Upward Bound program is instrumental in the development of many young students,
helping prepare them for life in college and beyond."
The Upward Bound program has existed nationally since 1967 and is part of the Federal
TRIO programs, which provide a wide range of services to low-income and first
Office of Communications and Marketing
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generation students. Texas Tech's Upward Bound programs are part of the Division of
Institutional Diversity, Equity and Community Engagement and is in its 45th year. To
date, Upward Bound has served more than 6,000 students.
"College-readiness is becoming an increasingly important factor as we look to increase
enrollment," said Kent Hance, chancellor of the Texas Tech University System. "Upward
Bound provides its students with the tools necessary to grow into successful college
students. We are proud of the program's dedication to its students and thrilled this
funding will allow it to continue its mission."
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Jesse Jalomo, managing director, Upward Bound, Division of
Institutional Diversity, Equity & Community Engagement, Texas Tech University,
(806) 742-3616, or iesse.jalomo@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Hosts Family-Friendly Halloween Events
A variety of Halloween events for the Texas Tech University and Lubbock communities
will be held during the week leading up to Halloween.

•

The National Ranching Heritage Center (NRHC) hosts Heritage Halloween,
4 - 7 p.m., Friday, Oct. 26 at 3121 Fourth St. The event is free to the public and
children can trick-or-treat at the historical structures at the NRHC. Treats will be
period-specific for each house. CONTACT: Emily Wilkinson Arellano, (806)
742-0498 or emily.arellano@ttu.edu.

•

Phi Alpha Delta hosts the annual Halloween Carnival, 3:30-6 p.m. Saturday,
Oct. 27, 1802 Hartford Ave. Various student organizations will host booths with
activities and treats for children in attendance. The carnival is free and open to the
public. CONTACT: Krizia Martinez, krizia.martinez@ttu.edu.

•

The Texas Tech Volleyball Program hosts Halloween Fright Night when the
Red Raiders take on West Virginia, at 6 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 27 at the United
Spirit Arena. Doors will open at 5 p.m. All fans, eighth grade and below who
wear a costume will receive complimentary admission. A costume contest will
take place during the match with winners being selected for best overall,
spookiest and most creative costumes. Parking around the arena is free.
CONTACT: Elvis Moya, (806) 742-3355 or elvis.moya@ttu.edu.

•

The Texas Tech Vernacular Music Center will host the Pirates & Cowboys
Halloween Costume Ball along with the Tech Set Dancers, the Caprock Celtic
Association and the Roots Music Institute, 7 - 10 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 27 at the
Yoga Bean studio (3135 34th St.). Admission is $6 or $5 with a canned food
donation. There will be music, hourly prizes for the best costumes, dancing and
more. The Cowboys & Pirates Halloween Carnival Ball is intended to provide a
safe, creative, drug-, tobacco- and hassle-free environment to enjoy the
Halloween holiday. CONTACT: Christopher J. Smith, (806) 742-2270 or
christopher.smith@ttu.edu.

•

Residence Life hosts Safetreat at the Texas Tech residence halls from 6- 8 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 29. Candy and activities will be provided in each of the residence
hall complexes and "Boo Buses" are available to transport faculty, staff,
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community members and their families from hall to hall. CONTACT: Dustin
Killpack, (806) 834-0068 or dustin.killpack@ttu.edu.

•

Tech Activities Board presents zombie specialist Matt Mogk 8 p.m. Monday,
Oct. 29 at the Student Union Building's Allen Theater. The "Zombie Specialist"
is founder and head of the Zombie Research Society, a global community
dedicated to the serious study of zombie science, survival and pop culture and
authored "Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Zombies," a finalist for a
Bram Stoker Award in nonfiction. Admission is free for Texas Tech students with
a valid I.D. and $12 per ticket for the general public. Tickets can be purchased in
the Student Union Building at the Allen Theater's east information desk.
CONTACT: Austin Reiter, (806) 742-4708 or austin.reiter@ttu.edu.

•

Texas Tech's Greek Community will host the 16th annual Greek Treat 4 - 6
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 30 at Greek Circle (Quaker Avenue between Eighth Street and
15th Street). Lubbock community parents and their children are invited to dress in
costume to trick-or-treat at the sorority and fraternity houses. Activities such as
apple bobbing, face painting and bean bag toss will also be provided. The event is
sponsored by Texas Tech Panhellenic, Interfraternity Council, National PanHellenic Council and Multicultural Greek Council. Greek Circle will be blocked
off beginning at 3:30 p.m. to ensure safety for the children and families.
CONTACT: Megan Robare, (806) 742-5344 or lee.robare@ttu.edu.

•

The Cross-Cultural Academic Advancement Center will host the Eighth
annual Dia de los Muertos Celebration, 6:30 - 10 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 31 at
the McKenzie-Merket Alumlli Center. The event consist of La Cena (Day of the
Dead dinner) and La Fiesta de los Muertos (the after dinner celebration). The
guest speaker for the Day of the Dead dinner is Chicano poet and painter Nephtali
De Leon. The Texas Tech Day of the Dead Celebration will offer authentic food,
live music and a unique cultural experience. Admission is free of charge with an
official ticket, available beginning Oct. 23 at Doak Hall 101. Tickets can be
reserved by calling 742-8681. CONTACT: Martha Mouret-Sanders, (806)
742-8681 or martha.mouret-sanders@ttu.edu.

•

The International Cultural Center and Texas Tech School of Art will host the
Dia de los Muertos Procesion along with the Louise Hopkins Underwood Center
for the Arts (LHUCA) and the Buddy Holly Center Friday, Nov. 2. The event
celebrates the Mexican holiday of Dia de los Muertos and features artwork by
members of the Texas Tech and Lubbock communities as well as entertainment at
the various locations. Times and locations of the procesi6n are as follows:
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.: International Cultural Center, 601 Indiana Ave.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.: Texas Tech School of Art, 18th St. & Flint Ave.
7:30- 8:30 p.m.: LHUCA, Avenue J & Mac Davis Lane
8:30 - 9:30 p.m.: Buddy Holly Center, 1801 Crickets Ave.
CONTACT: Jane Bell, (806) 742-2974 or jane.bell@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech's Midnight Matador Retires
The university's longest-serving horse ends his service to the mascot program.
Texas Tech University's Masked Rider Advisory Committee has announced the retirement
of Midnight Matador, the 13th horse to ride for the Texas Tech Masked Rider program.
Midnight Matador was sidelined at last week's Texas Tech football game against West
Virginia following medical testing. A leg injury prevents his future participation in runs at
sporting events.
Midnight Matador is the longest-serving mascot in the program' s history. He will be
honored in an official ceremony at Texas Tech's final home game against Kansas on Nov.
10. He also will continue to make limited appearances throughout the remainder of the
year.
"Midnight Matador is truly a unique horse," said Ashley Wenzel, current Masked Rider.
"He has a personality like none other and I have truly come to love and adore him in a
short six months. He will be missed by many and tough to replace."
The Masked Rider Advisory Committee currently is reviewing and selecting both interim
and permanent horse options for the program. Raider Red filled in for the Masked Rider at
last Saturday's game, surprising fans by leading the team onto the field on a HarleyDavidson motorcycle.
Former Masked Rider Stacy Stockard Moncibaiz, who rode in the 2004-2005 season, said
Texas Tech has been fortunate to have Midnight Matador in the program and described
him as truly exceptional at his job.
He holds a special place in the heart of so many people," Moncibaiz said. "It takes a
special horse to do this job, and for him to start at such a young age and have such a long
career is a testament to what a natural he is and how much he enjoys his work.
"When you make appearances at football games, rodeos, parades and other events, you
never know what you might encounter. I always knew that, no matter what happened,
nothing would unsettle him. I never had a reason to be nervous because I could put my
trust in him. He's the most fearless horse I've ever met."
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Midnight Matador was selected for the Masked Rider program in 2002 at the age of three
from Hoggett Ranches in Bluff Dale. He has carried 11 Masked Riders down the football
field in the traditional team-leading entry including Jessica Melvin, Ben Holland, Stockard
Moncibaiz, Justin Burgin, Amy Bell, Kevin Burns, Ashley Hartzog, Brianne Aucutt Hight,
Christi Chadwell, Bradley Skinner - the 50th Masked Rider - and Wenzel. Only Masked
Rider horse Happy IV-H's eight-year term from 1980-1987 is the closest in length of
service.
It is estimated that Midnight Matador travelled more than 100,000 miles to more than
1,500 university and community appearances, including a return trip to the Gator Bowl in
2007, the location of Joe Kirk Fulton's Masked Rider tradition-starting run in 1954.
Midnight Matador was featured on ESPN College Gameday, ESPN Road Trip, 60
Minutes, and in the American Quarter Horse Journal. In addition to home football games,
he has run at home baseball games, the Alamo Bowl, the TicketCity Bowl, San Angelo
Colts games, and Cowboy Stadium. He also starred in Texas Tech University's Vision and
Traditions campaign video (htq?://www.visionandtradition.com/campaignvideoD. He has
also been recognized by The Associated Press as one of the top ten coolest college
mascots.
CONTACT: Amy Murphy, managing director, Center for Campus Life, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-5433 or amy.murphy@ttu.edu.

News Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DATE: Oct. 17, 2012
CONTACT: Megan Shudde, m.shudde@ttu.edu
(806) 742-2236
WITH VIDEO
Instructor Brings Disability Awareness Year Round
October is National Learning Disabilities Awareness month. Texas Tech University is
recognizing disabilities awareness this week (Oct.15-19), hoping to show the students, faculty and
staff of Texas Tech that people with disabilities are capable of anything.
Jeff Key, instructor and coordinator of community outreach for the Department of Health,
Exercise & Sport Sciences, brings awareness all year long by teaching a fitness class that
combines his exercise and sports sciences (ESS) class with the Burkhart Center for Autism
Education and Research Transition Academy for students with autism.
Key said he hopes to break down the fears associated with working with students with disabilities.
"I was fearful of people who were different than me," said Key. "Then I was exposed to them and
realized they were just like me."
This partnership does not only help students in Key's ESS class learn how to communicate with
students with autism, but helps the students at the Burkhart Transition Academy stay fit and have
fun.
Janice Magness, director of the Burkhart Transition Academy, said pairing up with Key has been
beneficial to the students she works with and will help them even when they get older.
"People with autism tend to be at a higher risk for obesity after they complete school," said
Magness. "Having this class helps teach them about the importance of physical fitness, which
could help prevent that."
She said the academy's students love fitness and the interaction with Texas Tech students,
including Darrin Moore, senior wide receiver for the Texas Tech Red Raider football team, who
was a student in Key's class last spring.
In the Tuesday/Thursday class, Key takes activities found in a physical education class and adapts
them to make the activities more accessible for students with disabilities.

Key recently hosted a Disability Awareness Week event outside of the Texas Tech library, where
students could complete an obstacle course in a wheelchair. This event extended the interaction
between his ESS students and the students from the transition academy.
Denise San Martin, a senior early-childhood education major from El Paso and a member of
Key's class, said she loves to help the transition academy students, and the Disability Awareness
Week events are a great way to involve the rest of the university.
"Helping these students has helped me learn that students with disabilities have limitations but are
fully capable," San Martin said. "They just want to be included."
For more information on disabilities awareness week and other events visit
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/students/sds
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Jeff Key, instructor and coordinator of community outreach, Department of
Health, Exercise, & Sport Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3375 or
jeff.key@ttu.edu.
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Researchers Studying Nanotube Toxicity Develop Method for Finding Them in Soils
This is the first step in determining effects of carbon nanotubes in the environment
Carbon nanotubes (CNTs) could pave the way for remarkable technology, from improved
computer chips, flexible computer screens or body armor, to health applications such as
bone healing and cancer treatments.
In an effort to determine the toxicity of these materials, a group of Texas Tech
researchers has successfully built a testing apparatus that can quantify the presence of
CNT in a given sample. It is a process easier said than done.

CNTs explained
A CNT is a carbon allotrope, just like graphite, charcoal, diamonds or graphene - the
world's strongest known substance.
To the layman, graphene is a super-thin sheet of carbon atoms arranged in a hexagonal
"honeycomb" pattern. Conventional pencil graphite is simply many layers of graphene
stacked together. When rolled into a tube, graphene forms a CNT, a fiber 100 times
stronger than steel and six times lighter.
"What makes nanotubes even more remarkable is the fact that so many of their properties
are off the charts," said Micah Green, assistant professor of chemical engineering. "They
are both electrically and thermally conductive, plus they are mechanically strong. It is
rare that a substance would combine all three."
Industrial uses are growing, as are concerns that these novel nanomaterials may have
negative or unintended effects on organisms and the environment. With this in mind,
environmental toxicologists at Texas Tech are exploring the fate of CNTs in biological
environments and their ability to accumulate in soil, plants or other organisms.
One recurring question has slowed these studies: How can anyone be certain the tiny
CNTs are present in the given sample?
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"It's like a needle in a haystack," Green said. "How can you prove the effects of the
needle, if you' re not sure that it's really in there?"
Cooking up a solution

The impetus for the work initially began with a conversation between Green and Jaclyn
Canas, associate professor of environmental toxicology at The Institute for
Environmental and Human Health at Texas Tech. Canas described the problem of
detecting CNTs in crop samples. Green suggested that exposing samples to microwaves
could reveal the presence of even trace quantities of nanotubes.
CNTs have the unusual property of evolving extreme amounts of heat upon exposure to
microwaves, much more so than typical materials. In fact, nanotube powder will quickly
and spontaneously ignite if placed in a conventional kitchen microwave. Green's idea
was to expose the sample to low-power microwaves and measure the resulting increase in
temperature.
Mohammad Saed, an associate professor in electrical and computer engineering, joined
the team to contribute his expertise in the area of microwave physics.
Together, the three research groups successfully built a testing apparatus and proved the
concepts that microwave-based heating can quantify CNT loading inside a plant sample.
Preliminary tests resulted in a $300.000 grant from the National Science Foundation,
awarded in summer 2011.
Further Testing

Continued development of the device led to a double-blind test, where a student was
given samples of a specified CNT loading but was not told what the concentration was.
Graduate student Fahmida Irin was principally responsible for applying the method. The
double-blind test successfully duplicated the true values, and was then applied to
studying the uptake of nanotubes into alfalfa plant roots grown in soil spiked with
nanotubes.
''Since we started the method, we have started collaborating with other groups as well to
look at the presence of nanotubes in organisms like earthworms," Green said.
The method was recently published in a paper entitled "Detection of carbon nanotubes in
biological samples through microwave-induced heating" by Irin et al. in the journal
Carbon.
A patent application has been filed by the Office of Technology Commercialization at
Texas Tech University to protect this unique method and technique.
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Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
CONTACT: Micah Green, assistant professor, Whitacre College of Engineering,
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-5158 or micah.green@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Rawls College of Business Featured in Princeton Review
"Best 296 Business Schools: 2013 Edition" suggests best places to earn MBA.
Texas Tech University's Rawls College of Business is an outstanding business school,
according to the education services company, The Princeton Review. The company
features the school in the new 2013 edition of its annual guidebook, "The Best 296
Business Schools." The reference book is available in bookstores and online.
According to Robert Franek, Princeton Review senior vice president, "We consider the
Rawls College at Texas Tech one of the best institutions a student could attend to earn an
MBA. We selected the schools we profile in this book-280 of which are in the U.S.A.
and 16 are international - based on our high regard for its academic programs and our
reviews of institutional data we collect from the schools."
Franek said they also solicit and respect the opinions of students attending the schools
that rate and report on their experiences at them on the 80-question survey for the book.
"The Princeton recognition validates the great value-added graduate education that we
offer through the MBA," said Lance Nail, dean of the Rawls College. "The investment
that our students make in their careers through our MBA program yields great benefits in
opportunities and earning potential. We are also pleased to hear that our students find our
program to be accommodating and our faculty accessible."
"The Best 296 Business Schools" has two-page profiles of the schools. They include
write-ups on academics, career and placement, admissions, and student life and
environment. The profiles also have ratings (scores from 60 to 99) for academic
experience, admissions selectivity and career services.
About the Rawls College, the article said, "Busy West Texas professionals seeking an
MBA program with 'affordable tuition, :friendly professors, and a broad curriculum' may
find a home at the Rawls College of Business at Texas Tech. Rawls' MBA program
offers evening courses to part-time and full-time students. In addition, executive-style
MBA programs offer the option of a convenient block scheduling system that students
like ("We meet twice a year for nine days straight, eight hours a day") or a one-weekenda-month calendar. Rawls has custom designed a number of combined degrees and
executive-style MBA programs to fit the needs of professionals of all stripes. A combined
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MD/MBA 'is a unique opportunity providing the experience and preparation for a future
in health care administration or private practice."'
The Rawls College of Business offers a broad selection of concentrations, including
agribusiness, entrepreneurship, health organization management, MIS, real estate, and
international business. Instructors in these disciplines are "beyond knowledgeable in their
fields and are also easy to access for questions about course work or the job market in
their particular field. I have never met anyone within the program that was not willing to
help the students succeed,' one student writes."
The Princeton Review's survey asked 19,000 students at the 296 schools their opinions of
their school' s academics, student body and campus life as well as about themselves and
their career plans. The student surveys analyzed for this edition were all completed online
and conducted during the 2011-12, 2010-11and2009-10 academic years.
The lists are posted at www.PrincetonReview.com. All narrative profiles and ranking
lists in the book are available at www.PrincetonReview.com/mba/.
The book is one of 200 Princeton Review titles published by Random House.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
Contact: Leslie Cranford, senior editor, Communications and Marketing, Texas
Tech University, (806) 742-2136, or leslie.cranford@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Panhellenic Hosts Circle of Sisterhood Awareness Week
The Greek community will promote education for girls and women.
Texas Tech University's Panhellenic sororities will host a variety of events to promote
Circle of Sisterhood Awareness Week Oct. 22-26.
The Circle of Sisterhood Foundation supports organizations that "remove educational
barriers for girls and women, uplifting them from poverty and oppression," according to
the foundation' s website. The National Panhellenic Council supports the foundation
through campuses across the nation.
Texas Tech Panhellenic will host the following events during the week:

•

Monday, Oct. 22: Blue Sky Giveback Day
All day at Blue Sky, 3204 Fourth St.
A portion of sales will go to support the cause. Diners must say they are there for
Circle of Sisterhood.

•

Tuesday, Oct. 23: "Half the Sky" documentary viewing
6 p.m. at the Alpha Phi Lodge, # 1 Greek Circle
The documentary focuses on turning oppression into opportunity for women
worldwide.

There also will be a donation table set up outside the Student Union Building each day
from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Dots can be purchased for $1 to decorate and show support for
·
Circle of Sisterhood.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Megan Robare, unit coordinator & Panhellenic advisor, Center for
Campus Life, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-5433, or lee.robare@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech's Sam Segran Selected as Chief Information Officer of the Year
Sam Segran, associate vice president for Information Technology and chief information
officer for Texas Tech University, was awarded the 2012 Texas Public Sector Chief
Information Officer of the Year Award.
Segran was nominated by Texas Tech Chancellor Kent Hance for exemplary leadership,
strategic vision, innovation and collaboration, and for being a nationally recognized
information technology leader for Texas Tech.
"It is no surprise Sam was selected as the 2012 Texas Public CIO of the Year," said
Chancellor Kent Hance. "During his nearly 30 years with Texas Tech, Sam has served this
university well and done an outstanding job as our CIO."
After spending a few years as a member of a flight crew in the international airline
industry, Segranjoined the information technology field at Texas Tech in 1983. For more
than a quarter century he has been dedicated to enhancing the university' s mission through
the strategic planning, investment and efficient use of information technology.
"This honor is a testament to Sam's strong work ethic, leadership and countless
contributions to Texas Tech and the entire state of Texas," said Hance. "We are proud of
Sam and grateful that he is part of our team."
One of Segran's many accomplishments includes the launch of a major cybersecurity
awareness campaign, known as the "Safe Computing Practices" campaign, for Texas Tech
and the Lubbock-area community in 2004. He has also been recognized by Texas Tech for
his successes in cost-saving activities for the university by implementing a sustained
efficiencies program that has delivered annual savings in the millions.
"This award is truly an honor," said Segran. "It is overwhelming and humbling at the same
time. It really reflects many years of dedicated, outstanding work by our IT employees and
my senior staff at Texas Tech University. It certainly reflects the support from my wife
Jamie and the leadership at Texas Tech, and our excellent partnerships with senior IT
leaders from Texas Tech institutions and our partners in other departments and
organizations.
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"I'm also very appreciative of Chancellor Kent Hance for tal<lng the time to nominate me
for this prestigious award, and to the Texas CIO Academy who established this award."
Segran was honored at Thursday's 2012 Chief Information Officer (CIO) Academy in
Austin. In addition to receiving this award, Segran will also be featured in "Public CIO
Magazine."
For more information on the 2012 CIO Academy and the CIO of the Year Award, please
click here.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia
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Texas Tech Hosts: Designing Across the Spectrum
Architecture in Context

WHAT:

2012 Historic Preservation Symposiwn

WHEN:

Oct. 26- 27

WHERE:

Texas Tech University College of Architecture, Courtyard Level, Room
007

EVENT:

The Texas Tech College of Architecture will sponsor its annual Historic
Preservation Symposiwn.
The speakers for the event include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Annette Bajema, student, TTU
Rima Al Ajlouni, assistant professor, ITU
Mark Gunderson, WMGunderson, architect
Kate Holliday, assistant professor, University of Texas at
Arlington
Les Shepherd, chief architect, General Services Administration
Neal Wright, student, TTU
Alexander Bingham, student, ITU
David Driskill, associate professor and director of Urban Tech
Design Center, ITU
Petr Justa, Dean for Science and International Affairs, University
of Perdubice, Czech Republic
Karen Hughes, Leica technical expert
Elizabeth Louden, moderator, TTU

The symposiwn is free and open to the public. Refreshments will be
served.
For a complete schedule of events please click here.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
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CONTACT: Elizabeth Louden, professor, College of Architecture, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-3169, or elizabeth.louden@ttu.edu.
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Rawls College of Business Hosts Cynthia Cooper
WHAT:

Texas Tech University' s Rawls College of Business

WHEN:

3:30 p.m. Thursday (Oct. 25)

WHERE:

Media and Communication Building, Room 281

EVENT:

Texas Tech's Rawls College of Business will host Cynthia Cooper, former
vice president of internal audit at WorldCom and whistle-blower
extraordinaire.
Cooper will speak about ethics in the workplace. She is well known for
having a role in unraveling fraud at her former company WorldCom. As a
result of her ethic, Cooper was named one of Time magazine's people of
the year in 2002 along with Coleen Rowley and Sherron Watkins.

In her book, "Extraordinary Circumstances," she outlines the importance
of having leadership foster an ethical environment in the workplace.
Cooper currently speaks for and consults with many organizations,
including Wal-Mart, Dell, AT&T and the FBI.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
CONTACT: Catherine McGovern, communications coordinator, Rawls College of
Business, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-5315 or catherine.mcgovem@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Researchers Measure Debate Reactions in Real Time
As Election Day draws nearer, many people are watching the presidential debates with
interest. This fall, a team of media and communication professors and students at Texas
Tech University are watching the debates a little differently.
Researchers in the College of Media and Communication are measuring audience
reactions to the debates live, second-by-second, using state-of-the-art technology in the
college's Center for Communication Research. For the final debate, they will have people
from the community participate. The research center will have 10 Republicans .and 10
Democrats, a mix of men and women, watch and rate the debate performance in real
time. .
Erik Bucy, Formby Regents Professor of Strategic Communication, said there is value to
studying people from different age groups, and they hope to do that during the final
presidential debate Monday (Oct. 22).
"We can learn a lot by studying young adults whose political beliefs may be less
crystallized, but we'd also like to include some voters and potential voters from outside
the Texas Tech community," Bucy said. "I know a lot of people here in West Texas are
heavily invested in the next election, regardless of which candidate they support."
In the study, audience members use hand-held dials to indicate how they feel about what
they see and hear during the debates.
Glenn Cummins, director of the Center for Communication Research at Texas Tech, said
the researchers can track viewers' responses on screen grouped by audience
characteristics such as party affiliation or gender.
"Of course, we still get numerical data that we can more formally analyze later,"
Cummins said. "But seeing that live response in real time in a visual form lets us identify
how people are responding both in general and to specific things the candidates are
saying."
Here is a short clip of the real-time video overlay from the vice presidential debate
footage: http://youtu.be/XC Lvl lNICO.
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Learn more about the College of Media & Communication's Center for Communication
Research at: http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/about/ccr .php
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
CONTACT: Glenn Cummins, assistant professor, College of Mass
Communications, Texas Tech University, (806) 834-3117, or glenn.cummins@ttu.edu.
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Author Joel Kotkin, Texas Tech Geographer Foresee
Rise of the Plains in the 21st Century
WHAT:

Webinar about new e-book, "The Rise of the Great Plains: Regional
<@portunity in the 21st Century" featuring author Joel Kotkin, Delore
Zimmerman of Praxis Strategy Group and Kevin Mulligan, Texas Tech
University Center for Geospatial Technology.

WHEN: ·

2 p.m. CT, Wednesday (Oct. 24)

WHERE:

texastech.webex.com
Registration required; contact nwnber below for questions

EVENT:

For decades, the Great Plains has been portrayed as a vast region better
left to the Buffalo and forces of nature. Far from dying, our research
shows that the region is in the midst of a historic resurgence. The Great
Plains enters the 21st century with a prairie wind at its back.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Chris Cook, Office of Communications and Marketing, Managing
Director, (806) 834-4129, or chris.cook@.ttu.edu
-30-
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Texas Tech's Burkhart Center Welcomes Temple Grandin
Lecture series hosts her and her mother to discuss raising children with autism.
Texas Tech University's Burkhart Center for Autism Education and Research hosts the
2012 Burkhart Family Endowed Lecture Series at 7 p.m. Oct. 30 in the Allen Theatre in
the Student Union Building. Temple Grandin, an accomplished and well-known
individual with autism, and her mother Eustacia Cutler, are the featured speakers.
A doctor of animal science and professor at Colorado State University, Grandin is one of
the most accomplished and well-known adults with autism in the world. She also is an
author and industrial designer whose own autism inspired her work of alleviating human
and animal stress.
"Temple Grandin's upcoming visit to Lubbock presents a wonderful opportunity for
people in this area to learn and understand about autism from a person on the autism
spectrum," said Janice Magness, director of the Burkhart Transition Academy. "Dr.
Grandin has been very instrumental in helping to educate society about the challenges
and opportunities presented by people with autism spectrum disorder."
Grandin will talk about the obstacles she has faced and offer ideas on how others dealing
with autism can meet these challenges and improve the quality of their lives. She also
will discuss her experiences with early intervention, sensory problems and different
thinking styles in autism, and learning work and social skills.
Eustacia Cutler, Grandin's mother, is a bestselling author and lecturer in the field of
autism. She will share her experiences of raising a child with autism.
"Temple is an example of how many folks with autism spectrum disorder can make huge
contributions to society if we can harness their interests and talents," said Dave Richman,
director of the Burkhart Center.
The subject of an award-winning biographical film "Temple Grandin" in 2010, she was
listed in the Time 100 list of the most influential people in the world in the 'Heroes"
category.
Prior to the evening event, Grandin will present a lecture to Texas Tech students in the
morning, and both Grandin and Cutler will speak to educators from area school districts
in the afternoon at the Region 17 Education Service Center.
Office of Communications and Marketing
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The lecture se~es brings distinguished lecturers in the field of autism education to Texas
Tech University and the Lubbock community.
Free parking for the evening lecture will be available in lot Rl 1 located south of the
Student Union at 18th Street & Boston Avenue.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Janice Magness, director, Burkhart Transition Academy, Burkhart
Center for Autism Education and Research, (806) 742-1998 ext. 486, or
janice.magness@ttu.edu.
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Expert: Corporate Endorsers Pull Support after Celebrity Indiscretions
Pitch
Lance Armstrong's endorsement deals are dropping like flies. His endorsement value had
remained strong despite recent reports of his use of performance-enhancing drugs during
his career. Then his biggest sponsor, Nike, decided on Oct. 17 to terminate Armstrong's
endorsement deal. Just two hours later, Anheuser-Busch followed suit. As of Oct. 18, five
additional companies have dropped Armstrong.
Expert
Shannon Rinaldo, assistant professor of marketing, Rawls College of Business; (806)
834-1825 or shannon.rinaldo@ttu.edu.
Talking Points
• A fair amount of research exists in marketing and celebrity endorsement as well
as what happens when a celebrity figure is involved in scandal.
• The extent to which fans will react in support of or in opposition to the celebrity
in question will depend on a number of issues. The first is whether the fans can
identify with the celebrity and how strongly.
• Secondly, the extent to which the indiscretion is directly related to the profession
will affect people's attitudes.
Quotes
• "If a strong identification with the celebrity exists, fans and consumers may
believe that the scandal is unfair or false and the attitudes toward that celebrity
may be unchanged or grow to be more positive. Therefore, endorsed brands
would not be affected negatively."
• "In Armstrong's case, steroid use is perceived to be directly related to his sport
and assumed to be performance enhancing. His previous scandal of marital
indiscretion at the conclusion of his marriage (as was also the case in the Tiger
Woods scandal) did not have the same effect on his career because it was not
directly related to cycling. So these are just a few of the issues that explain why
some forms of cheating (like in a marriage) do not hold the same weight as others
in the mind of the consumer."
,
• "Hopefully the Livestrong organization and other brands that Lance Armstrong
has been affiliated with will be able to disassociate themselves from his tarnished
brand."
Office of Communications and Marketing
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College of Architecture Honors Distinguished Alumni
Honorees recognized at Austin reception.
Texas Tech University's College of Architecture Alumni Association board members
designated the Distinguished Alumnus, Kleinschmidt Award and the New Design
Awards for 2012.
Honorees were recognized Oct. 18 in Austin, during a Texas Tech alumni reception held
in conjunction with the Texas Society of Architects 73rd Annual Convention and Design
Expo.

Distinguished Alumnus
Awarded annually by the Texas Tech College of Architecture Alumni Association, the
Distinguished Alumni Award identifies graduates who have clearly defined excellence in
their profession as well as dedication to the field of architecture.
James B. "Jim" Boggs graduated with a Bachelor of Architecture in 1962. Today, he is an
architect for facilities maintenance for the City of Corpus Christi, which punctuates his
50 years of service to his profession and his community. Boggs also serves through the
American Institute of Architects, Kiwanis and the Texas Tech Alumni Association.
Boggs also is a regent for Del Mar College.

Kleinschmidt Award
The Kleinschmidt Award was established by the Texas Tech Architecture Alumni
Association to recognize individuals who have attained distinguished achievements in
their careers and who, because of the special qualities of those achievements, have
represented Texas Tech in an exemplary manner. The award is named after the first
leader of the Texas Tech architecture program, Florian A. Kleinschmidt.
As a native of West Texas, F. Marie Hall is known for her philanthropic activities across
the state, especially at institutions of higher learning. She embraces education, sports,
law, medicine, nursing, research, the arts, rural health care and scholarships. As a Texas
Tech benefactor, Hall established the Marie Hall Chair in Rural Health at the Texas Tech
University Health Sciences Center. And as a friend to the Texas Tech College of
Architecture, Hall established the H. Deane Pierce Endowed Chair.
Office of Communications and Marketing
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Alumni Design Awards
Awarded by the Texas Tech University College of Architecture Alumni Association, this
is the debut year for the Alumni Design Award, which seeks to recognize significant
projects and showcase the talents of the alumni.
Scott D. Hall graduated with a Bachelor of Architecture in 1989. As an architect for
Omniplan Architects, he is recognized for Watermark Community Church, a 70,000square-foot structure in Dallas. The project is commended for its attention to future
campus expansion and use of sustainable materials, including concrete tilt panels, tectum
roof panels, concrete floors and low-E insulated glazing and an energy management
system.
Daniel S. Hart, a 1990 graduate and architect with Parkhill, Smith and Cooper, is
recognized for the Dollye Neal Garden Chapel, located on the Midland College campus.
With seating for 50, the structure is described as a chapel within a chapel. Each row has
two benches, one long and one short, with a ceiling configuration that defines a smaller
chapel above the shorter benches. And the east wall of the main room is composed
mostly of glass overlooking a garden.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Kathy Johnson, development director, College of Architecture, Texas
Tech University, (806) 742-3136 or kathy.iohnson@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Professor Featured on NOVA
Michael O'Boyle studies abilities of the mathematically gifted.

WHAT:

"Nova scienceNOW: How Smart Can We Get?"

WHEN:

9 p.m., Wednesday (Oct. 24)

WHERE:

PBS (KTTZ-TV, Channel 5 in Lubbock)

WHO:

Michael O'Boyle is an associate dean for research in the College of
Human Sciences, a professor in the Department of Human Development
and Family Studies, and an adjunct professor in the Department of
Pharmacology and Neuroscience at the Texas Tech University Health
Sciences Center.

Does the human brain have untapped genius, or does being smart come simply from hard
work?
O'Boyle studies cognitive brain research. Using functional magnetic resonance imaging
(fMRI) and diffusion tensor imaging (DTI) at the Texas Tech Neuroimaging Institute, he
scans the blood flow of mathematically gifted children/adolescents and compares them to
those of average math ability, to better understand the source of their talents.
For a preview: http://video.pbs.org/video/2281210362
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Michael O'Boyle, professor, Department of Human Development and
Family Studies, College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3031
x261 or michael.oboyle@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech School of Music presents Percussion and Steel
Percussion Ensembles I and II, along with the Steel Drum Bands, will perform at the
Texas Tech University School of Music at 8 p.m. on Tuesday (Oct. 24) in the Allen
Theatre at Texas Tech.
The percussion ensembles will present the original compositions of Michael Udow,
world-renowned percussionist and educator, with featured soloists Cory Dolter and James
McDonald.
Udow recently retired after a distinguished career at th.e Santa Fe Opera and University of
Michigan. He still performs and provides extended guest residencies at conservatories
and universities around the world. He plans to devote more time toward composition,
while continuing his research and development with unique quality percussion timbres
and supporting products. Udow is a touring member with Keiko Abe, Equilibrium Dance
& Percussion Theatre, Summit Brass, Blackearth Percussion Group, New Orleans
Philharmonic, Tone Road Ramblers, Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival, and Galaxy
Percussion Group.
Alan Shinn, Texas Tech professor of percussion and associate director for undergraduate
studies, will be recognized as the recipient of the Percussive Arts Society (PAS) Lifetime
Achievement in Education Award. Shinn is being recognized for more than 30 years of
excellence in teaching. Udow is a former winner of the award and will be in residence at
Texas Tech during the week of Oct. 22.
Steel Drum Band I, "Apocalypso Now," and Steel Band II will play popular tunes by
John Lennon and Paul McCartney, AC/DC, Jimmy Buffett, Lord Kitchener and more, in
the Allen Theatre courtyard during a reception for concert goers.
The concert is free and open to the public.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.mediattu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Liza Muse, senior specialist, School of Music, (806) 742-2270 ext. 295 or
liza.muse@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Experts Available for Halloween Stories
Halloween is around the corner, and Texas Tech University has a handful of faculty
members who can add expertise to your stories.
So, whether you're searching for comments about vampires and zombies, and why they
continue to successfully infiltrate the entertainment industry, or you want to know how
much Americans plan to spend during this Halloween, we have you covered.

Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead)
Tina Fuentes, director of the School of Art, (806) 742-3805 ext. 255,
tina.fuentes@ttu.edu.
• Fuentes can speak to the history of the Mexican celebration: the ofrendas (alters)
and the ceremonies on the last day. She has experienced many of the ceremonies in
Mexico.
Jane Bell, senior director of operations for the International Cultural Center, (806) 7423667, jane.bell@ttu.edu.
• Bell can speak to the modern-day beliefs of Dia de los Muertos, especially
decorations and objects associated with the celebrations. She also helps organize
the Lubbock Dia de los Muertos procession each year.

Ghosts
Genaro J. Perez, professor of Hispanic literature, (806) 742-3145 ext. 281 ,
genaro.perez@ttu.edu.
• Perez can speak to ghosts, legends and the devil in Mexican literature

Law
Vickie Sutton, Hom Professor of Law and director of the Center for Biodefense, Texas
Tech School of Law, (806) 742-3990 ext.264,vickie.sutton@ttu.edu.
• In her new book, "Halloween Law: A Spirited Look at the Law School
Curriculum," Sutton exhumes cases that illustrate the subjects - many of which
revolve around Halloween -- first-year law students are expected to master. The
book recently honorable mention in the non-fiction catergory of the Halloween
Book Festival in Hollywood, Calif.
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Shopping Frenzy
Debbie Laverie, Jerry S. Rawls and Minnie Stevens Piper Professor in marketing,
(806) 834-3953, debbie.laverie@ttu.edu.
• Laverie can speak to the economic outlook for retailers and how much consumers
will spend this Halloween.

Vampires
Erin Collopy; associate chair of classical and modem languages, (806) 742-3286,
erin.collopy@ttu.edu.
• Collopy can speak to the sexy vampires of today's movies, and how they are very
different from the monsters of eastern European folklore. She also has studied
vampires' origins and how their image has changed in pop culture.

Zombies and Horror Movies
Rob Weiner, pop-culture guru and subject librarian for Texas Tech University Libraries,
(806) 742-2238 ext.282,rob.weiner@ttu.edu.
• Weiner can speak to horror in movies, literature and comics. He also can talk about
the new class he is teaching: "Zombie Culture: The Zombie in History, Film,
Literature, Sequential Art and the Popular Imagination."

Zombies and Apocalyptic Scenarios
Charles Miller, instructor in the Department of Communication Studies, (806) 834-03 70,
charles.o.miller@ttu.edu.
• In his "Special Topics in Rhetoric" class, students examine apocalyptic scenarios
and other disasters, including a zombie apocalypse.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Meat Judging Team wins big at the American Royal
Texas Tech University's meat judging team claimed first place honors Oct. 21 at the
American Royal's Intercollegiate Meat Judging Contest. This is the fifth consecutive year
the Red Raiders have won the competition in Omaha, Neb.
The team posted a total score of 4,074 points and outdistanced its nearest competitor,
Oklahoma State University, by 55 points. Kansas State University, Angelo State
University and Texas A&M University were third, fourth and fifth overall, respectively.
Fifteen universities from across the United States were represented at the competition.
The team won the beef grading, overall beef, specifications and placing categories. They
were second in beef judging, lamb judging, pork judging and reasons.
Individual placements are as follows:
• Bo Hutto, a junior from Hondo, was high individual
•Dan Crownover, a junior from Italy, placed second
• Tanner Adams, junior from Sanger, finished eleventh
In the alternate division:
• Heather Rode, a junior from Doss, was high individual
• Trevor King, a junior from Winnsboro, placed second
• Colton Christian, a junior from Farwell, was third
• Valerie Manning, a junior from Mabank, was sixth
Additional team members include Dewayne Phillips, a junior from Stephenville; Steven
Ebeling, a junior from Plainview; Garydale Grubelnik, a junior from Raton, N.M.; Zac
Miller, a junior from Seymour; and Weston Burson, a junior from Florence.
The team is coached by graduate students Collin Corbin and Henry Ruiz along with Mark
Miller, Hom Professor and San Antonio Stock Show Distinguished Chair in Meat
Science.
"I'm very proud of the commitment of these students," Miller said. "They have two more
contests this fall that will require them to continue to work hard and focus."
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The team will compete in Plainview Nov. 4 and at the International in Dakotah City,
Neb., on Nov. 18.
CONTACT: Moriah Beyers, Department of Animal and Food Sciences, Texas
Tech University, (806) 742-2805 ext. 248, or moriah.beyers@ttu.edu.
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Senior Students Selected for Inaugural Research Scholarship

Texas Tech University's Center for Undergraduate Research has announced Erica
Barhorst and Daniel Stroud as the first recipients of the Dr. Sarah Kulkofsky Scholarship
for their research efforts in psychology and chemistry, respectively.
The scholarship was created approximately one year ago in remembrance of Sarah
Kulkofsky, an assistant professor of Human Development and Family Studies from 2007
until her death in January 2011.
"The scholarship is a way to remember Dr. Kulkofsky, who was such an important
contributor to the Texas Tech community," said Jeannie Diaz, director of the Center for
Undergraduate Research. "We're thrilled to have an opportunity to honor such an
esteemed researcher."
Barhorst and Stroud each will receive $500 to fund their research efforts. Barhorst, a
senior majoring in psychology, is conducting research on the spatial memory of dancers.
Her faculty mentor is Roman Taraban. Stroud is a senior majoring in chemistry and is
conducting research on pericyclic reactions. His faculty mentor is David Birney.
"I am extremely honored to have been chosen as a recipient for the Dr. Sarah Kulkofsky
Scholarship," Barhorst said. "With the aid of this scholarship, I will purchase materials
for my experiments and hopefully attend research conferences in the spring. I am grateful
for the chance to do so much research as an undergraduate, as it will help to prepare me
for graduate school in the coming years."
Both students will present their research at the Texas Tech Undergraduate Research
Conference in April 2013.
"I feel like scholarships such as the Dr. Sarah Kulkofsky Scholarship are impacting,"
Stroud said. They encourage students to experience research. The knowledge and hands
on skills one gains from research are invaluable regardless of the discipline. Dr.
Kulkofsky encouraged research throughout her life, and even with her passing, she still
inspires research today through this scholarship."
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu or on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

Office of Communications and Marketing
An EEO/Affirmative A ction Institution

CONTACT: Jeannie Diaz, director, Center for Undergraduate Research, Texas Tech
University, (806) 741-1095, or jeannie.diaz@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech's Rawls College of Business Honors Distinguished Alumni
The Texas Tech University Rawls College of Business will honor two distinguished
alumni and a distinguished friend at 6:30 p.m. Thursday (Oct. 25) at the Valley of
Lubbock Scottish Rite, 1101 70th St.
Randy L. Golden, a 1977 graduate in management, and Gary W. Harrod, a 1971 finance
graduate, will be honored as distinguished alumni. James W. Bagley will be honored as
the college's distinguished friend.
Golden, owner of Golden Beverage Solutions and a graduate of Monterey High School,
got his start in the beer industry at Texas Tech as a Miller Brewer Co. campus
representative. He also delivered the University Daily newspaper and was a member of
Phi Delta Theta fraternity. Upon graduation, Golden began his career with Miller
Brewing, working for the company for 14 years. He then became the general manager of
Andrews Distributing and led the company to become one of the 10 largest beer
distributors in the nation. With 34 years of knowledge in the industry, Golden launched
Golden Beverage Solutions in 2010. He is an original member of the Rawls Advisory
Council having served actively since its inception in 2001. Golden and his wife Linda
Storm Golden, a 1977 Texas Tech Arts and Sciences graduate, live in Dallas.
Harrod, president of Harrod Properties, was a member of Texas Tech' s Student Senate,
vice president and president of Interfraternity Council, a member and officer of Phi
Gamma Delta fraternity. Harrod also spent two years as a justice on the Texas Tech
Supreme Court. He worked for Proctor and Gamble before joining Southern Airways,
now known as Northwest Airlines, in Atlanta where he was responsible for' sales,
advertising, mergers and acquisitions. Harrod was managing area partner of Trammell
Crow Company from 1978 until 1990 when he founded Harrod Properties Inc. He is
CEO and has been involved with the development of more than 19 million square feet of
office, industrial and retail projects. He serves on the Rawls Advisory Council, as well as
on the board of directors of several other organizations including the Bank of Tampa, the
Tampa History Museum, and the board of trustees for the University of Tampa.
Bagley, chairman and CEO of Lam Research, received his bachelor's in electrical
engineering in 1961 and his master's in electrical engineering in 1966 from Mississippi
State University. Upon graduation, he joined Texas Instruments Inc. in Dallas with a
career lasting nearly 16 years. In 1981, he joined Applied Materials in California. In
1996, he became the chairman and CEO of OnTrak Systems Inc., the industry leader in
Office of Communications and Marketing
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wafer cleaning. Upon completion of the merger of Lam Research Corp. and OnTrak
Systems in 1997, Bagley became the CEO of Lam and has since transitioned to chairman
of the board. Under his leadership, Lam has become a NASDAQ 100 company, a Forbes'
Platinum 400 company and one of the 10 best-managed companies in the semiconductor
industry. Bagley's past board memberships include advisory councils at several
universities. He serves as a member of the board of directors ofTeradyne Inc. and is a
member of the Dean' s Advisory Council at Mississippi State.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
CONTACT: Susan Brown, alumni and public relations, Rawls College of Business,
(806) 834-1571, or susan.brown@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Researcher Teams with Joel Kotkin, Praxis to Discover Growth
Potential of Great Plains in the 21st Century
The future looks bright for Plains states, according to a new e-book.
WEBINAR: To attend the webinar news conference at 2 p.m. CDT Wednesday (Oct. 24),
log onto texastech.webex.com. Registration is required to attend.
Since early pioneer days, many have maligned the Great Plains of America as a hostile
environment unfit for habitation. That unfavorable sentiment hardly changed for the next
200 years.
However, new research done by Texas Tech University in conjunction with Joel Kotkin,
the iritemationally recognized authority on global, economic, political and societal trends,
and North Dakota' s Praxis Strategy Group predicts a boom in business for the oncedefamed breadbox of the nation.
Thanks largely to Lt. Zebulon Pike's description in 1806 as the Great American Desert,
settlers took his words as truth that the area wasn't useful for cultivation and kept
movmg.
In the new e-book, "The Rise of the Great Plains: Regional Opportunity in the 21st
.
Century," Kotkin and researchers show how the untapped growth opportunities will help
this area thrive in the next 100 years.
"I think this should be looked at by government officials, academics, investors and
business people," Kotkin said. "Many will be surprised how robust the region has
become. A particular desire would be to get urban and suburban developers to look at
these as key growth markets. This is a very thorough project and covers a lot of new
ground."
Kotkin, who works with Praxis Strategy Group, said he began working on the project
with Texas Tech after a speaking engagement at the campus. After meeting with former
President Guy Bailey about possible.ways Texas Tech could aid his research, he teamed
with Kevin Mulligan at the university's Center for Geospatial Technology to create the
new book which details how the Plains will become a future player.
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The book profiles how the Plains states no longer are suffering out-migration and are
experiencing growth faster than the U.S. average due largely to net in-migration from the
coasts and increased foreign immigration.
Research also found that the area is driven largely by agriculture and energy and has
enjoyed faster gross-domestic product, income and job growth than the rest of the nation,
though that growth is mainly in cities and larger towns that create an urban archipelago
across the region.
Mulligan, who wrote the chapter "Water on the Plains," developed an online Atlas of the
Great Plains for the project. The atlas was designed and built to accompany the book.
The atlas provides a series of interactive maps that allows users to access more
information about the Great Plains.
He said the group's research shows that the Great Plains is outperforming the rest of the
nation in job growth, wage growth and unemployment. The agricultural sector is strong,
exports are strong - and the prospects for the future are good.
With the projected growth in world population coupled with the rise in the standard of
living in developing countries, the demand for agricultural exports should increase
significantly. The manufacturing sector outperforms the national norm in a number of
different categories. ·
The energy sector is also very strong and again the prospects for the future are very
good. Today, more than 40 percent of the world's drilling activity is occurring on the
Great Plains. The region is also well-positioned to take advantage of wind energy.
"Lastly, the research challenges many common demographic stereotypes," Mulligan said.
"The Great Plains is not depopulating as some would have you believe. Rather, the
population is increasing faster than the rest of the nation. The population also is not
composed of a 'bunch of old, white farmers.' The region is just as ethnically diverse as
the rest of the nation and it is attracting young families - especially to the mid-sized cities
which offer the opportunities."
Delore Zimmerman is the president and CEO of Praxis, an economic research, strategy
and development company. He said the firm's economic development consultants work
mostly west of the Mississippi River and primarily with small to medium-sized metros
that have strong roots in agriculture.
"The biggest change throughout the plains that is probably not as recognized as it should
be is the urbanization that has taken place," Zimmerman said. "The report does a good
job of showing how the metropolitan and micropolitan cities of the Plains are operating
on par with or exceeding the economic performance of major cities around the U.S.
Zimmerman predicted that precision, automated/autonomous agriculture is going to
change the plains in ways that are yet unimaginable in the next 100 years. Precision
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agriculture is going to proliferate because efficient use of inputs and water is necessary to
increase productivity to meet world food demand and continue to use the land in ways
that have less impact on the environment. This will also create abundant new
opportunities in manufacturing and infonnation technology.
"The western flank of the plains could fundamentally change its economy by using the
proceeds from the energy boom to reinvent itself," he said. "That could create some
interesting dynamics with the eastern flank which is where most of the universities and
technology-based development is now located.
"Eastern or western flank, a key will be to create stronger linkages with economies
elsewhere in the world. The USA is only 5 percent of the world market now so it is
probably more advantageous for the Great Plains to connect with India, China, Eurasia
and Africa than to New York City or Los Angeles. We will have to develop the financial
and business acumen here to do that on a larger scale."
Kotkin, who usually works on demographics and futures in large cities, said he had
known of the changes happening in Grand Forks, N.D., because of his affiliation with
Praxis Strategy Group. He said that trend in North Dakota spurred him to learn more
about this trend and to see if it was regional rather than just a local anomaly.
While technology corridors are emerging in many Plains cities and education levels in the
north Plains are well above average, overall, Kotkin believes more emphasis should be
put in these areas to sustain the growth.
" I was surprised by the greater-than-average growth outside of Texas, the fact that the
region has the same ethnic breakdown as the country and that migrants are coming
largely from coastal areas such as Southern California where I live," Kotkin said. "The
biggest problems in that part of the Great Plains are the lack of water and education,
which still lags behind. The current boom should provide an opportunity to address these
issues. I think the Plains have a great future, but they have to adjust to new demographic
and technological realities. They really must be ready for both national and international
competition."
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Chris Cook, Office of Communications and Marketing, Managing
Director, (806) 834-4129, or chris.cook@.ttu.edu
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Experts Available as Hurricane Sandy Threatens Jamaican Coast
Jamaicans are bracing themselves for Hurricane Sandy. The storm reached category one
intensity Wednesday and is expected to pass over the island, while spinning on to Cuba by
Thursday.
Texas Tech University has a number of researchers with extensive experience researching
hurricanes such as Rita, Katrina and Ike, and can speak as experts about various aspects of these
devastating storms.
•

John L. Schroeder (SHRAY-dur), professor of atmospheric science, visited affected
areas after both hurricanes Rita and Katrina to deploy instrumented towers that gather
high-resolution storm data at a time when most conventional observation systems fail.
Schroeder can offer insight into how hurricanes develop, move and react to various
meteorological elements. He is an expert on hurricane winds and has been actively
intercepting hurricanes since 1998. Schroeder can be reached at (806) 742-2813 or
john.schroeder@ttu.edu.

•

Bradley Ewing, professor of operations management in the Rawls College of Business,
has studied the economic impact of hurricanes and tornadoes for more than 12 years. He
can speak to the impact of hurricanes and tornadoes in cities such as Oklahoma City,
Corpus Christi, Wilmington, N.C., Miami, and Nashville, Tenn. Ewing can be reached
at (806) 742-3939 or bradley.ewing@ttu.edu.

•

Daan Liang, assistant professor of construction engineering technology, investigated
building damages caused by Hurricane Katrina using satellite images arid aerial photos
along with ground survey results. Liang has studied how the construction of buildings
affects their vulnerability against severe windstorms with various probability models.
Recently, his research is focused on the advancement of remote sensing technology in
documenting and assessing wind damages to residential structures. Liang can be
reached at (806) 742-3538 or daan.liang@ttu.edu.

•

Larry Tanner, research associate, completed a six-month investigation working with the
FEMA mitigation assessment team on the wind damage to residential structures from
Hurricane Ike in Texas and Louisiana. He was also a member of the FEMA mitigation
assessment team that studied Hurricane Katrina. He led a team that recorded wind and
water damage along the coastline in Louisiana and Mississippi. Much of the damage
done by Katrina, he said, resulted from structures being built below the base flood

elevation - or the elevation that flood waters will rise to during a 100-year storm event
(meaning the storm only has a 1 percent chance of happening in a year). Tanner can be
reached at (806) 742-3476 ext. 336, or larrv.tanner@ttu.edu.
•

Ernst Kiesling, professor of civil engineering and executive director of the National
Storm Shelter Association, recommends that homeowners who live above the flood
plane in hurricane-prone areas buy a storm shelter for their home. As was seen in
Houston preceding Hurricane Rita, evacuations are stressful and expensive. They often
put immense strain on traffic corridors, leading to traffic jams and- in the case of
Houston - fatalities. By utilizing in-home shelters, some families who are not required
to evacuate can remain where they are and ease the traffic flow. However, Kiesling
urges buyers to look for a seal of the National Storm Shelter Association when they buy
a safe room for their home, because not all shelters are verified to be fully compliant
with current standards for storm shelters and to provide full protection from extreme
winds. Kiesling has more than 30 years of experience in the design, standards-writing
and quality control of storm shelters. He can be reached at (806) 742-3476, ext. 335 or
ernst.kiesling@ttu~edu.
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Southwest Conference Circle to be Preserved
Texas Tech University System officials announced today (Oct. 24) plans to remove and
preserve the Southwest Conference (SWC) Circle to a yet to be determined site on Texas
Tech' s campus.
Located by the Exercise Sciences Center, also known as the old men' s gym, the SWC
Circle will have to be removed due to construction of the new Petroleum Engineering
Research building for the Bob L. Herd Department of Petroleum Engineering.
"We' ve conducted significant forensic testing on the concrete and terrazzo of the current
site," said Michael Molina, vice chancellor for Facilities Planning and Construction. "The
terrazzo is old, very brittle and highly likely to break. Our plan is to carefully preserve as
much of the current circle as possible."
Due to the fragile nature of the current terrazzo of the SWC Circle, only remnants of the
circle are expected to survive the removal process. Those remnants will be augmented
with new materials to create a newly designed tribute to the SWC Circle.
Now unused, the SWC Circle contains terrazzo and concrete artwork of the teams that
comprised the SWC. The landmark was constructed when Texas Tech was admitted to
the conference in 1956. It served as the site of pep rallies and spirit-raising events for
many years.
Molina said system and university officials currently are studying several options for a
remodeled and enhanced design honoring the SWC Circle.

a

"We are very mindful of our history, and our goal is to honor and preserve tribute to our
past," Molina said. "The new project will not be an exact reproduction of the old SWC
Circle, but rather an improved and more encompassing design that showcases and
includes multiple facets of the university' s several athletic conference affiliations."
The new engineering research building is a $20 million project and will house 40,000
square feet of formal teaching environments with hands-on applications and modem
research facilities. Funding was provided entirely through generous donor support during
the Texas Tech University System's $1 billion capital campaign, Vision & Tradition: The
Campaign for Texas Tech. Construction is expected to be completed in time to offer
courses and instruction in fall 2013.
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CONTACT: Robert Giovannetti, associate vice chancellor, Office of
Communications and Marketing, Texas Tech University System, (806) 742-0057 or
robert.giovannetti@ttu.edu.
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Two Texas Tech Debate Teams in Top Ten
Fifteen undergraduate and graduate students comprising the Texas Tech University
Forensics Union emerged from the William Jewell College season opener with a firstplace showing in overall sweepstakes.
This is the second year in a row Texas Tech Debate won the traditional season opener.
"This award is unprecedented for a team that is transitioning coa~hing staffs and team
personnel/' said Rob Layne, Texas Tech director of forensics. "Taking team sweepstakes
is really a testament to how gifted our debaters are and how they can meet new
challenges."
After losing several seniors to graduation, new incoming debaters made appearances in
the final round of each part of the William Jewell tournament.
Freshmen Matt Marxer and Dalton Richardson placed second in junior varsity in the first
half of the tournament, while sophomore teammates Brooke Hall and Drew Hoffmaster
placed second in the second half. Other Texas Tech debaters making appearances in
elimination debates were Tyler Cashiola, Joey Donaghy, Laci Kennedy, Robert Maxwell,
JT Seymore and Kevin Thompson.
Recently released national rankings for college debate teams placed two Texas Tech
teams in the top 10 for the country. Kennedy and Maxwell are ranked ninth, while
teammates Cashiola and Thompson are tenth in the National Parliamentary Tournament
of Excellence' s 2012 rankings.
"The rankings calculate your top four performances at tournaments to derive their
placements," Layne said. "We, unlike many other ranked teams, only had three debate
tournaments to date. Our placements would have been higher if we had made it to one
more tournament before the rankings were released."
The high ranking was expected after dominating wins by the Texas Tech Forensics Union
at the 50th Forensics Classic at the United States Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs,
Colo. Cashiola and Thompson went undefeated, bringing home the tournament
championship. Teammates Kennedy and Maxwell placed second after wins against
Abilene Christian University and the University of Colorado. Hall and Hoffmaster made
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an elite eight appearance before losing to an experienced senior team from the University
of Montana.
The tournament also marked the revival of the university's individual events
competitors. After being shuttered for six years, Texas Tech Forensics Union fielded two
individual event competitors in extemporaneous speaking and impromptu speaking
contests. Marxer placed first in extemporaneous speaking, and Kennedy third in the
impromptu speaking.
In addition, the team placed second in Debate and Overall Sweepstakes, measuring the
overall effort of the team.
"We have a lot of talent to work with this year," Layne said. "We are working on
improving the number of people we can take to tournaments to be more competitive as a
squad. I am looking forward to seeing how well we do the rest of the season."
Texas Tech Forensics Union next travels to Portland, Ore. to compete at Lewis & Clark
College against teams from the Pacific Northwest, including Whitman College,
University of Oregon and the University of Washington.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.
CONTACT: Robert Layne, Department of Communications Studies, Texas Tech
University, (806)742-3911, or Robert.layne@ttu.edu
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Rawls College of Business Energy Commerce Program to Light up Tent City
Day' s events will include an educational seminar on solar energy.

WHAT:

Texas Tech University's Rawls College of Business Energy Commerce
students will install solar lighting at Lubbock's Tent City.

WHEN:

Saturday (Oct. 27)
10 a.m.: Solar energy education seminar
Noon: Lunch - hamburgers and hot dogs will be served, free to attendees.
1 p.m.: Completion of solar lighting panels at Tent City.

WHERE:

13th Street and A venue A

EVENT:

Texas Tech students, faculty and community members host opportunities
for citizens to get involved with the lighting of Tent City. An educational
seminar on solar energy is scheduled in the morning, followed by the
installation of the solar lighting taking place immediately before and after
lunch.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Terry Mcinturff, instructor, Department of Energy Commerce, Rawls
College of Business, (806) 834-1609 or t.mcinturff@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Hosts Worldwide Showcase
WHAT:

Texas Tech University,s Office of International Affairs and Students for
Global Connections will present the Worldwide Showcase.

WHEN:

7 p.m. Saturday (Oct. 27)

WHERE:

Student Union Building Allen Theater

EVENT:

The Worldwide Showcase features performances from more than 20
international student associations. The show will highlight cultures from
across the globe and will include native music and choreography as well
as traditional wear.
Tickets will be sold at the door for $5.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Emily Huynh, event coordinator, Office of International Affairs, Texas
Tech University, (214) 214-680-6933, or emily.huynh@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Vietnam Center to Join Forces with Michigan State
The Texas Tech University's Vietnam Center and Archive will collaborate with Michigan
State University's Vietnam Group Archive on a recent grant received to create an online
repository.
The project received $265,000 in funding from the National Endowment for the
Humanities to digitize 100,000 pages of materials related to the U.S. government's early
efforts to build a stable, non-communist regime in South Vietnam. This will provide
students and scholars across the world easy digital access to materials significant to the
study of Vietnam.
"What is very special about this particular project is that Mjchigan State engaged in this
very important project during the Vietnam War to assist our government in developing a
more efficient and effective nation-building program for the Republic of Vietnam," said
Steve Maxner, director of the Vietnam Center and Archive.
Texas Tech's role in the project is to share insights and the practices they used to develop
the Virtual Vietnam Archive, which houses over 3 .2 million pages of scanned materials
related to all aspects of American involvement in Southeast Asia.
"Working with Michigan State to provide free international access to this collection via the
Virtual Vietnam Archive at Texas Tech will help researchers and educators who wish to
look more closely at this important aspect of Vietnam War history," Maxner said.
In return for Texas Tech's support, Michigan State will provide copies of the digitized
"Vietnam Project" resources to add to the Virtual Vietnam Archive. These documents,
which cover a time period predating the majority of Texas Tech's collection, will fill a gap
in the archive from the 1960s to the 1970s.
"It will assist policy-makers who wish to gain valuable knowledge from the nationbuilding experience in Vietnam and how those lessons might apply to contemporary
policies, and it will help create a better-informed citizenry regarding these historical
experiences and this very timely topic," Maxner said.
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The Vietnam Center and Archive at Texas Tech, which was founded in 1989, houses the
largest and most comprehensive collection of materials relating to the Vietnam conflict
outside of the U.S. National Archives.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Justin Saffell, head of information technology, Vietnam Center and
Archive, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-9010, or justin.saffell@ttu.edu.
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CONTACT: Karin Slyker, karin.slyker@ttu.edu
(806) 742-2136
Hurricane Research Team Arrives in Northeast to Meet Sandy
Texas Tech Hurricane Research Team preparing to deploy StickNet probes.
Sandy returned to hurricane strength Saturday as it churned toward the U.S. northeast coast
where it threatens to become one of the worst storms in decades. The storm, dubbed
"Frankenstorm" by some weather watchers, would combine elements of a tropical cyclone, and a
winter storm and is forecast to reach the U.S. coast close to Halloween.
The Texas Tech University Hurricane Research Team currently is en route, ready to brave the
storm and deploy StickNet probes to gather data.
John Schroeder, professor of atmospheric science, is a charter member and director of the team.
He is an expert on how hurricanes interact with man's built environment at landfall and has been
actively intercepting hurricanes since 1998.
"Our hurricane research team is dedicated to mitigating the effects of land-falling hurricanes on
life and property," Schroeder said. "To that end, we deploy instrumented towers that gather highresolution storm data at a time when most conventional observation systems fail."
Schroeder explained that once the instruments are set, team members head for safety until the
storm passes.
"We try to place everything and get out of the way before the wind gets much above tropical
storm force (39 mph)," he said. "Any later, and things start falling, like tree branches, power
lines and other debris, which increases the danger and limits the team's mobility."
Follow the team through status updates and pictures on Facebook. Media requests should be sent
to karin.slyker@ttu.edu. Each will be acknowledged and fulfilled as conditions permit.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
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Burkhart Center Welcomes Temple Grandin
Lecture series hosts well-known individual with autism and her mother.

WHAT:

Texas Tech University's Burkhart Center for Autism Education and
Research hosts the 2012 Burkhart Family Endowed Lecture Series,
featuring Temple Grandin.

WHEN:

7 p.m., Tuesday (Oct. 30)

WHERE:

Allen Theatre, Student Union Building

EVENT:

Grandin will talk about the obstacles she has faced and offer ideas on how
others dealing with autism can meet these challenges and improve the
quality of their lives. She also will discuss her experiences with early
intervention, sensory problems and different thinking styles in autism, and
learning work and social skills.
Eustacia Cutler, Grandin' s mother, is a bestselling author and lecturer in
the field of autism. She will share her experiences of raising a child with
autism.
A doctor of animal science and professor at Colorado State University,
Grandin is one of the most accomplished and well-known adults with
autism in the world. She also is an author and industrial designer whose
own autism inspired her work of alleviating human and aniI_nal stress.
The subject of an award-winning biographical film "Temple Grandin" in
2010, she was listed in the Time I 00 list of the most influential people in
the world in the "Heroes" category.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Janice Magness, director, Burkhart Transition Academy, Burkhart
Center for Autism Education and Research, (806) 742-1998 ext. 486, or
janice.magness@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Experts Available to Speak to Hurricane Sandy's Potential
Hurricane Sandy now is only a few hours away from reaching land and unleashing
unprecedented havoc on the U.S. northeast coast. The storm's high winds are expected to
cause structural damage, while flooding threatens to completely shut down cities. The
storm's destruction also could possibly affect the presidential election on Nov. 6. Texas
Tech University has many professors who can speak to the different issues surrounding the
epic storm.

ECONOMIC IMPACT
So what kind of destruction will the storm leave in its wake? Only time will tell, but a
Texas Tech professor has studied the economic impact of hurricanes and tornadoes for·
more than 12 years. He can speak to the impact of hurricanes and tornadoes in cities such
as Oklahoma City, Corpus Christi, Wilmington, N.C., Miami, and Nashville, Tenn.

Contact: Bradley Ewing, professor of operations management in the Rawls College
of Business, (806) 742-3939 or bradley.ewing@ttu.edu.
IDSTORIC SIGNIFICANCE
This storm has been referred to as some as "Frankenstorm" and "Storm of the Century."
But how does it compare to other past storms? A Texas Tech professor has visited affected
areas after both hurricanes Rita and Katrina to deploy instrumented towers that gather
high-resolution storm data at a time when most conventional observation systems fail. He
can offer insight into how hurricanes develop, move and react to various meteorological
elements.

Contact: John L. Schroeder (SHRAY-dur), professor of atmospheric science, visited
Schroeder can be reached at (806) 742-2813 or john.schroeder@ttu.edu.
POLLUTED FLOODWATERS
After studying how pollutants travel in the wake of the flooding in New Orleans that
followed after Hurricane Katrina, Texas Tech toxicologists warns people to stay out of
floodwaters. Once damage from floodwater recedes, then comes concerns about black
mold and other toxic chemicals left behind.

Contacts: Ron Kendall, professor of environmental toxicology, The Institute of
Environmental and Human Health, (806) 885-4567 or ron.kendall@tiehh.ttu.edu;
Steve Presley, associate professor, The Institute of Environmental and Human
Health, (806) 885-4567 or steve.presley@tiehh.ttu.edu
-moreOffice of Communications and Marketing
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IMPLICATIONS
The storm will put a stop to early voting in many cities across the northeast, and
depending on the storm's aftermath, could affect Election Day on Nov. 6. What are the
policies in place for such a scenario, and are there any possible lawsuits that could develop
as a result. A couple of Texas Tech professor can speak to the subject.
Contacts: Vickie Sutton, Horn Professor of Law and director·of the Center for
Biodefense, (806) 742-3990 ext. 264, vickie.sutton@ttu.edu; and Mark McKenzie,
assistant professor of political science, (806) 742-2991, mark.mckenzie@ttu.edu.
STRUCTURAL DAMAGE
So what kind of damage will the storm leave in its wake? A Texas Tech professor has
investigated building damages caused by Hurricane Katrina using satellite images and
aerial photos along with ground survey results. He also has studied how the construction
of buildings affects their vulnerability against severe windstorms with various probability
models.
Contact: Daan Liang, assistant professor of construction engineering technology,
(806) 742-3538 or daan.liang@ttu.edu.
TRAVELING WITH THE STORM
The Texas Tech Hurricane Research Team currently is on the U.S. northeast coast,
deploying StickNet probes to gather data. The team is dedicated to mitigating the effects
of land-falling hurricanes on life and property.
Contact: Follow the team through status updates and pictures on Facebook or media
request should be sent to karin.slyker@ttu.edu.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Experts Available for Presidential Election
Barack Obama and Mitt Romney are making their final push before Election Day on Nov.
6. In what is being predicted as a tight race, Texas Tech University has many experts
available who can comment on the issues that could turn the election in the final days.

BODY LANGUAGE
The effectiveness of a campaign hinges on both verbal and nonverbal communication, but
sometimes the nonverbal component is often overlooked. How have Obama and Romney
faired with their nonverbal communication on the campaign trail, as well as their three
debates? A Texas Tech researcher has studied how some types of reaction can tell what is
really going on behind the mask.

CONTACT: Erik Bucy, professor, College of Media and Communication, (806) 8343346 or erik.bucy@ttu.edu.
CAVEMAN POLITICS
When it comes to voter preference, the issues count. But some may pull the handle for a
more primal reason: Physical fitness and stature against an opponent. Possibly hailing
from our caveman instincts to ensure survival, Texas Tech research suggests that physical
formidability affects preference in political leadership.

CONTACT: Greg Murray, assistant professor, Department of Political Science, (806)
201-1898 or g.murray@ttu.edu
DEBATE REACTION
Researchers in the College of Media and Communication measured audience reactions to
the debates live, second by second, using state-of-the-art technology. For the final debate,
the research center studied 10 Republicans and 10 Democrats, a mix of men and women,
as they watched and rated the debate performance in real time.

CONTACTS: Glenn Cummins, assistant professor, College of Media and
Communication, (806) 834-3117, or glenn.cummins@ttu.edu; or Erik Bucy,
professor, College of Media and Communication, (806) 834-3346, or
erik.bucv@ttu.edu.
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FRACKING
With the election likely to be decided in nine swing states, it is important to note that six
swing/near-swing states are home to natural gas reserves- mostly shale. The issue is a
delicate balance between the potential for sustainable job growth and boost in economy,
and the concerns about health and the environmental footprint. A Texas Tech professor
holds 17 patents on fracturing operations and analysis, and has authored or co-authored
more than 150 technical papers and articles on the subject.

Contact: Mohamed Soliman, chair of the Bob L. Herd Department of Petroleum
Engineering and George Livermore Chair Professor, (806) 742-1801ext.232 or
mohamed.soliman@ttu.edu.
HEALTHCARE
Will it or will it not work, that's the popular question most Americans have about the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. -Texas Tech research suggests that a similar
plan implemented by Mitt Romney in Massachusetts did not work well for hospital
productivity in the short term.

CONTACT: Tim Huerta, assistant professor of Health Organization Management
and director, Center for Health Innovation, Education & Research, Rawls College of
Business, (806) 834-1236 or tim.huerta@ttu.edu
IMMIGRATION
Headlines blare statistics on undocumented immigration, violence and racial antagonism
on both sides of the boundary line as tensions and violence increase on the U.S.'s southern
border with Mexico. But to a Texas Tech assistant professor, it' s just a matter of history
repeating itself. Focusing on El Paso and the surrounding area, his new book, "Militarizing
the Border: When Mexicans Became the Enemy," examines the history of the
relationships between law enforcement, military, civil and political institutions as well as
local communities.

CONTACT: Miguel A. Levario, assistant professor of history, (806) 281-8343 or
miguel.levario@ttu.edu.
NEGATIVE CAMPAIGN ADS
They' re aversive. They' re arousing. They're fairly well-remembered. They're negative
political ads, and a Texas Tech researcher has found scientific evidence that they do h~ve
a physiological and psychological effect on voters.

CONTACT: Samuel D. Bradley, assistant professor, College of Mass
Communications Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3385 ext. 273 or
sam.bradley@ttu.edu.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.
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TechAlert! Test Scheduled
Texas Tech University will test its TechAlert! emergency communications system at 10:50
a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 6.
All faculty, staff and students should update cell phone, home phone or text message
information at emergency.ttu.edu. The system is used to alert the university community of
emergency situations or class cancellations or delays.
"The safety of our university community is our top priority," said Ronald Phillips,
university counsel and emergency management coordinator. "We test the TechAlert!
system at least twice a year if it is not otherwise activated, so it is vital that we have
current phone, text message and e-mail contacts for all faculty, staff and students so our
emergency communications system can get the latest information out as fast as possible."

In addition to the TechAlert! system, the university will use a number of different tools to
ensure delivery of emergency messages.
These tools include:
•

•
•
•

Emergency.ttu.edu is the online Emergency Communications Center. It will be
used to inform the Texas Tech community about what to do in advance of, during
and after an emergency
The university's home page, Texas Tech Today, and social media accounts on
Facebook and Twitter
Informing local media to deliver emergency information
Outdoor siren notification system

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.
CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Office of Communications &
Marketing, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136, or chris.cook@ttu.edu.
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Expert: Disney could make Star Wars great again. .

PitchOD
Walt Disney Co. is buying Lucasfilm in a $4 billion deal that brings the best-selling "Star
Wars" franchise the Disney banner. A seventh movie will mark the beginning ofa new
trilogy, scheduled for release in 2015.
ExpertO
Rob Weiner, associate librarian and pop culture expert, Texas Tech University Library,
(806) 742-2238 ext. 282, (806) 780-8775 mobile, or rob.weiner@ttu.edu.
Talking PointsO 0
• Mixed reviews about episodes 1, 2 and 3
• Reluctant fans with concerns about Lucasfilm going from independent to
ownership by Disney
• Disney's impact on other acquired companies, including Pixar, Marvel, ESPN and
ABC

QuotesOO
• "There is no doubt that Disney will shake up the Star Wars universe. So many
people were unhappy with the last three Star Wars movies that there is the view
that handing it over to new talent may save the franchise."
• "Lucas created the Star Wars Universe. Now, it is time to let others play in it."
• "The Star Trek Universe survived for years without Gene Rodenberry, and the
last movie under J.J. Abrams did really well."
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Texas Tech University Law School Hosts Congressman Lamar Smith
WHAT:

Presentation by Lamar S. Smith, chairman of the House Judiciary
Committee

WHEN:

2 p.m. Friday (Nov. 2)

WHERE:

Donald M. Hunt Courtroom, School of Law, 1802 Hartford Ave.

EVENT:

Texas Tech's School of Law hosts a presentation by Smith, who
represents the 21st Congressional District of Texas. In 2011 he was named
Policymaker of the Year by POLITICO for his work on patent reform
legislation.
Smith also serves on both the Homeland Security Committee and the
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, which has jurisdiction
over renewable energy policies, research and science education,
technology and innovation and America's space program.
A fifth-generation Texan and a native of San Antonio, Smith graduated
from Yale University and Southern Methodist University School of Law.
Before his election to the House of Representatives, he practiced law,
managed a family ranch and began his public service as a Texas state
representative and Bexar County Commissioner.
The event is free and open to the public, but please RSVP to Jessica
Jerurings, (806) 742-3990 ext. 240, or deans office.law@ttu.edu.

For more information on Texas Tech University School of Law please visit
www.law.ttu.edu.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, senior editor, Texas Tech University,
(806) 742-2 136 or leslie.cranford@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech to Honor Midnight Matador during UT Game Ceremony
The university's longest-serving horse will be celebrated during the next home game.
With 10 seasons and 11 riders under his bridle, Texas Tech University's Midnight
Matador, the 13th horse to ride for the Texas Tech Masked Rider program, will be
celebrated during Saturday's football game at Jones AT&T Stadium.
Midnight Matador is the longest-serving mascot in the program's history. Only Masked
Rider horse Happy IV-II's eight-year term from 1980-1987 is the closest in length of
service.
The observance is expected to take place in the break between the first and second quarters
of the game. All 11 riders who were carried by the black steed have been invited to attend
the ceremony, one from as far away as South Dakota.
Selected for the Masked Rider program in 2002 at the age of three from Hoggett Ranches
in Bluff Dale, Midnight Matador carried Jessica Melvin, Ben Holland, Stacy Stockard
Moncibaiz, Justin Burgin, Amy Bell, Kevin Burns, Ashley Hartzog, Brianne Aucutt Hight,
Christi Chadwell, Bradley Skinner - the 50th Masked Rider - and the current rider, Ashley
Wenzel.
According to Sam Jackson, associate chair of the Department of Animal and Food
Sciences, Midnight Matador can continue to make limited appearances throughout the
remainder of the year.
"The horse is aging; and just like humans, there are things that become more difficult with
age," Jackson said. "He can walk and play- it's the hard run on the field that we worry
could injure him further. It's like a football player being on 'injured reserve' -that player
can walk out to the sideline suited out and watch the game, but he cannot go in and play."
It is estimated that Midnight Matador travelled more than 100,000 miles to more than
1,500 university and community appearances, including a return trip to the Gator Bowl in
2007, the location of Joe Kirk Fulton's Masked Rider tradition-starting run in 1954.
Midnight Matador was featured on "ESPN College Gameday," "ESPN Road Trip," "60
Minutes," and in the American Quarter Horse Journal. In addition to home football games,
he has run at home baseball games, the Alamo Bowl, the TicketCity Bowl, San Angelo
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Colts games and Cowboy Stadium. He starred in the Texas Tech University System,s
video for Vision & Tradition: The Campaign for Texas Tech. He also was recognized by
The Associated Press as one of the top ten coolest college mascots.
The Masked Rider Advisory Committee is discussing alternatives for a permanent home
for Midnight Matador as well as reviewing options for selecting a new horse for the
program.

CONTACT: Amy Murphy, managing director, Center for Campus Life, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-5433 or amy.murphy@ttu.edu.
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Temple Grandin Reminds Texas Tech Audience: People Think Differently
Diagnosed with autism at age 4, Temple Grandin did not begin speaking until that age as
well. Now, at 65, she effortlessly and frequently speaks to audiences large and small
about growing up with autism, what teachers can do to help, and her passion for animal
welfare.
Texas Tech University's Burkhart Center for Autism Education and Research hosted
Grandin as the guest speaker in the 2012 Burkhart Family Endowed Lecture Series. The
lecture series brings distinguished lecturers in the field of autism education to Texas Tech
University and the Lubbock community.
To the few hundred students, educators an,d others gathered in the Student Union' s Allen
Theater on Tuesday morning, Grandin reminded them that not everyone thinks the same.

"It was shocking to me to learn that not everyone thinks the same way," she said. "The
thing is, not everybody is the same. I'm a visual thinker. I think in pictures, not words.
You get a kid with a label and they might have uneven skills. They may be good at art or
math or writing, and terrible at other things. We have to fill up the area of their strengths.

"
Grandin spoke to several groups, including students with autism from the Burkhart
Transition Center, Texas Tech students and faculty. Grandin and her mother, Eustacia
Cutler, also spoke to educators from area school districts in the afternoon at the Region
17 Education Service Center. On Tuesday evening they spoke to a public audience.
Grandin also stressed the importance of teaching job skills to students as early as middle
school. She said there are many skills in the technical industry, computer programming,
industrial design, computer animation and other areas in which there are shortages of
trained people that would be good for students on the autism spectrum to learn.
She also said teachers focus too much on students' disabilities rather than their strengths;
teachers should take more time to develop students' abilities.
"Teachers and parents need to stretch kids outside of their comfort zone," Grandin said.
"They need to learn to do stuff other people want. That's how they can be successful."
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A doctor of animal science and professor at Colorado State University, Grandin is one of
the most accomplished and well-known adults with autism in the world. She also is an
author and industrial designer whose own autism inspired her work of alleviating human
and animal stress.
The subject of an award-winning biographical film "Temple Grandin" in 2010, she was
listed in the Time 100 list of the most influential people in the world in the ' Heroes"
category.
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Texas Tech to Assist Department of Defense in Vietnam War Commemoration
[Video available: http://youtu.be/wutGILByhlEJ
When American Veterans returned home from the battlefields of World War II and the
Korean War, they receive a hero's welcome from a grateful nation. The same cannot be
said for those who served in Vietnam.
Therefore on the war's 50th anniversary, the United States Department of Defense (DoD)
is determined to right that wrong, and has chosen Texas Tech University to be the first
university commemorative partner in the effort to honor Vietnam veterans.
"These veterans, in most cases, were not properly thanked or honored when they returned
home," said Lt. Gen. Mick Kicklighter, U.S. Army (Ret.) and director of the DoD Office
of Commemorations. "They should have been thanked for their valor and service, and
sacrifice. They did their duty and more."
The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration is the official title given to
the program in the 2008 National Defense Authorization Act. It states that the Secretary
of Defense will coordinate, support and facilitate other programs and activities of the
federal government, state and local governments and other organizations in
commemorations of the Vietnam War.
The Texas Tech Vietnam Center and Archive is the largest collection of such materials
outside the National Archive system. Under the direction of Stephen Maxner, it is the
center's mission to collect and preserve the documentary record of the Vietnam War, and
to encourage research and education regarding all aspects of the American Vietnam
experience.
"We have been working with the Office of Commemorations since late 2009," Maxner
said. "Given their knowledge of and the established reputation of the Vietnam Center and
Archive in Washington D.C. and at the DoD, we were at the top of their list as potential
partners."
The Vietnam Center and Archive has worked with the Defense Prisoner of War Missing
Personnel Office, Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command, the various DoD military
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branch archives, and various circles regarding Vietnam War Studies. Maxner first met
with Kicklighter at his office in Washington D.C. in Spring 2012, and he was
subsequently invited to represent the Vietnam Center and Archive at the National
Memorial Day Event, hosted by Secretary Leon Panetta and President Obama, which was
also the official launch of the Commemoration Program.
"We are proud that Texas Tech is the first university in the riation to be chosen as a
partner in this effort," said Kent Hance, chancellor of the Texas Tech University System.
"This is an outstanding opportunity to build on our efforts to honor Vietnam veterans and
we are grateful to be a part of this mission."
The Commemoration will, among other things, thank and honor the veterans and their
families for their service and sacrifice on behalf of a grateful nation, including personnel
held as Prisoners of War or listed as Missing in Action.
"We want to make sure we do everything we can to help our nation honor its
commitment to the fullest accounting for those who did not come home," Kicklighter
said. "Families are still waiting and have been waiting a long time."
Kicklighter recently visited Texas Tech to deliver the formal partnership invitation and to
present the university with a commemorative flag, a certificate signed by the Secretary of
Defense, and an official seal. He was joined by Col. Mark Franklin, U.S. Army (Ret.) and
chief of History and Education, for the DoD Office of Commemorations.
"We will be working very, very closely with the Vietnam Center to help develop
educational materials and the kinds of information we want to convey to the public and
the school systems," Franklin said. "We want to reach out to three audiences: the public,
we want to reach the school systems public and private, grades 7 through 12; and the
academic and university level."
Commemorative events began Memorial Day 2012 and will continue for 13 years
through Veterans Day 2025, mirroring the length of America's longest war.
"It's such a wonderful synergy and ability for us to build on what we've already started,"
Maxner said. "We're tremendously honored to be the first university partner with the ·
DoD Commemorations Office in their 50th anniversary commemoration program."
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Steve Maxner, director, Vietnam Center and Archive, Texas Tech
University, (806) 773-8105 or steve.maxner@ttu.edu.
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United to Give Seeks Contributions, Volunteers for 2012 Event
WHAT:

Texas Tech University's League of United Latin American Citizens
(LULAC) sponsors the 2012 United to Give.

WHEN:

10 a.m. -3 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 10

WHERE:

Texas Tech College of Education, Room 001 (3008 18th St.)

EVENT:

United to Give is an event in which by the Texas Tech LULAC Council
and other organizations on and off campus will collect, prepare, and
deliver holiday baskets to families in need. The goal for this year's United
to Give is to deliver more than 100 baskets to families in the Lubbock
area.
United to Give requires bag drives, monetary donations, food items and
volunteers willing to dedicate time and effort toward the cause. To
contribute or volunteer, contact LULAC at ttu.lulac@gmail.com.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Analhi Rey, president, LULAC, Texas Tech University, (806) 292-7137,
or analhi.rey@ttu.edu.
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