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DATE: Aug. 2, 2012
CONTACT: John Davis,john.w.davis@ttu.edu
(806) 742-2136
Climate Warming Refuted as Reason for Plant Shifts in High-Proflle 2008 Study

Many simple models of plant response to warming climates predict vegetation to find
cooler and/or wetter locations, generally moving upslope from their current positions.
However, the mechanisms explaining species-specific responses to changes in
temperature and water availability are most likely much more complex, according to
researchers at Texas Tech University and the United States Geological Survey. After
reexamining an upslope vegetation shift reported in a high-profile 2008 study published
in Proceedings ofthe National Academy ofScience, the pair refuted the findings that
plants are moving upslope in California because of climate warming by studying one
particular desert shrub.
In a study published in the journal, PLoS ONE, Texas Tech ecologist Dylan Schwilk and
USGS fire ecologist Jon Keeley reexamined a climate-driven vegetation shift at the
Golden State' s Santa Rosa Mountains. Schwilk said he was initially suspicious of the
2008 findings after they suggested that one species, a shrub called desert ceanothus, was
one of nine that were moving upslope because of global climate change.
"I want to be clear that I'm not saying climate change isn't happening or having effects,"
Schwilk said. "I study it all the time. But we're trying to have people be more explicit
about describing the mechanisms and causes of plant shifts, because I suspect there may
be a bias toward automatically assuming climate change as the reason."
Schwilk said the 2008 study looked at the shifting of 10 species during a 30-year period.
Pulling 10 species from a 1977 botanical survey of the region, this study linked upslope
movement of species to about a 2 F-degree increase in average temperature. The 2008
study reported that nine of these species had an average distribution about 50 meters
higher in 2007 than in 1977. The researchers inferred that the desert ceanothus at the
bottom of the hillsides were dying off, whereas those at the top were expanding.
That didn't sit right with Schwilk and Keeley, who had studied this plant, known
scientifically as Ceanothus greggii, before.
"We didn't believe they' re driven that high up by the 30-year temperature increase," he
said. "They' re a desert plant. Certainly water is important to them, but I didn' t think the
recorded temperature increase was going to cause that much of a shift. And as for water,
Office of Communications and Marketing
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rainfall had actually increased during that period of time. Also, because this species only
establishes a fire, and none had been reported, we would not expect any new plants
establishing if there had not been fire."
Schwilk said the 2008 study was unreplicated. Researchers had measured plant cover by
species at a set of slope-parallel transects, but they only had one transect per elevation each 120 meters apart in elevation in a line from desert to pine forest. Anything that
differed at an elevation for any reason, such as site history or soil, could cause sites to
differ in cover. There was also an issue that disturbance history could vary in a biased
way with elevation due to differences in land use and fire ignition.
When looking at stands of the desert c~anothus this time, researchers studied gradual
temperature change, instances of past fire disturbance, and instances of past drought.
Also, researchers measured density as well as cover in multiple plots at each elevation.
Models tested showed that any apparent mcrease in the elevation of desert ceanothus was
more likely due to past frres than to either temperature changes or drought.
Schwilk said communities of these plants establish only after a fire. No fires in the past
30 years had been reported, so the next step was to study and age the plants themselves.
When a stand of these plants grows after fire, they leave tell-tale clues of when they were
first established. By counting the stem ages of the dead plants, they can plot the mortality
rate back to the stand's establishment.
The 2008 study failed to take into account the natural life cycle of the desert ceanothus,
Schwilk said. For the first 45 years after a stand is established, plant mortality rises, peaks
and then declines. What the researchers thought was die-off due to climate change at the
bottom of the hillside was actually natural attrition in younger ceanothus stands. The
stands at the top of the hillside were actually older, more established and experiencing
fewer plant deaths during the 1977 to 2007 period.
"We focused on one species because the life history of that plant allows us to establish a
historical record of mortality rates," he said. "If the stand is self-thinning, mortality
should look like a hump-shaped curve as time passes. That's exactly what we see here.
We tested multiple hypotheses, and we found that it's actually fire history and self- ·
thinning at play, not global warming. Showing that the sites were of different ages throws
into question the conclusion for all of their species, because the species occur at the same
set of sites. In other words, their species are in no way independent replicated tests of
vegetation shift."
For a copy of the 2008 study, visit http://www.pnas.org/content/105/33/ l 1823.
To see the new report, click
http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F 10.1371 %2Fjournal.pone.0031173
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CONTACT: Dylan Schwilk, plant ecologist, assistant professor in the Department of
Biological Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2710 ext. 251 or
dylan.schwilk@ttu.edu.
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DATE: August 2, 2012
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(806) 742-2136
FOX News Correspondent Chosen as Summer Commencement Speaker
WHAT:

Fox News correspondent Jim Angle will speak at summer commencement.

WHEN:

9 a .m. & 1:30 p.m., Saturday (August 11)

WHERE:

United Spirit Arena

WHO:

Jim Angle, chief national correspondent for FOX News Channel (FNC),
will speak at the Texas Tech summer commencement activities.

Jim Angle joined FOX News Channel (FNC) in 1996 and currently serves as the
network's chief national correspondent. He was named to this position in January 2012.
"We are honored to have Jim Angle speak at Texas Tech's upcoming commencement
ceremonies," said Kent Hance, Chancellor of the Texas Tech University System. "He has
had a diverse and distinguished career, starting out with NPR and then on to ABC News
and now FOX's chief national correspondent. Mr. Angle will offer our graduates
tremendous insight and inspiration as they enter into the next chapter of their lives."
Angle has received numerous awards and honors for his reporting. He has twice (2001
and 2003) been honored with the Merriman Smith Memorial Award, awarded by the
White House Correspondents' Association, for outstanding presidential news coverage
under deadline pressure in the category for broadcast journalism. He also received the
"Excellence in Financial Journalism Award" twice for his reporting on economic issues
on "Nightline" in 1994 and 1995. ·
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
CONTACT: Robert Giovannetti, associate vice chancellor for communications and
marketing, Texas Tech University System, (806) 742-0057 or
robert.giovannetti@ttu.edu.
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Presidential Lecture & Performance Series 2012-2013 Events
Texas Tech University's College of Visual and Performing Arts announced its 2012-2013
Presidential Lecture & Performance Series events.
This year's series commences with National Book Award-winning author and Pulitzer
Prize-winning journalist, Timothy Egan, at 7 p.m. Oct. 12 in Texas Tech's Allen Theatre.
"The Worst Hard Time: The Untold Story of Those Who Survived the Great American
Dust Bowl" earned Egan a National Book Award for non-fiction in 2006. Thought to be
the worst ecological disaster in American history, this book provided the source material
for filmmaker Ken Burns' PBS documentary, "The Dust Bowl," which will air on KTTZTV Nov. 18 and 19.
Performing Nov. 9 will be Grammy Award-winning folk rock singer and songwriter,
Marc Cohn. He won the 1991 Grammy Award for Best New Vocalist and earned an
additional nomination for the single "Walking in Memphis" the following year.
The spring season begins Feb. 8 with Peter Buffett, an Emmy Award-winning musician,
philanthropist, and author. Buffett will transform his New York Times best-selling book,
Life is What You Make It, into a multimedia event, combining clips from his film,
television and philanthropic work with a cello-accompanied live piano and vocal
performance.
Twice Grammy-nominated Latin Jazz pianist Nachito Herrera will appear in concert
March 1. His love of classical music, combined with traditional rhythms from his native
land Cuba, make Herrera a leader in the Latin jazz world. He has shared the stage with
notable musicians such as Tito Fuentes and Chick Corea.
Performing April 12 is the legendary Grammy Award-winning and Academy Awardnominated folk singer and songwriter, Judy Collins. She received a Grammy Award for
Best Folk Performance for her 1968 song, Both Sides Now. Additionally, her version of
Stephen Sondheim's Send in the Clowns won Song of the Year at the 1975 Grammy
Awards.
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Closing the 2012-2013 season is the Santa Fe Opera Spring Tour, a concert of popular
arias and audience favorites, at 3 p.m. April 21 in the Texas Tech Hemmle Recital Hall.
Admission is free with limited seating. No ticket is required.
Unless otherwise noted, all lectures and performances will be at 7 p.m. in the Allen
Theatre on the Texas Tech campus. General Admission tickets are $15 and are available
through all Select-A-Seat locations. Call (806)770-2000 or visit
www.selectaseatlubbock.com for more information.
Texas Tech students receive one free ticket for each event with a valid Texas Tech ID at
the Student Union Building information booth located at the entrance to the Allen
Theatre.
Community outreach for these programs was funded in part by the Sybil B. Harrington
Endowment for the Arts of the Lubbock Area Foundation.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Jo Moore, administrator of Presidential Lecture & Performance Series,
College of Visual and Performing Arts, Texas Tech University, (806)742.0700 or
jo.moore@ttu.edu
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CPRIT Awards $2.5 Million to Bring Leading Scientist to Texas Tech
The Cancer Prevention and Research Institute of Texas (CPRJT) has announced a $2.5
million grant awarded to Texas Tech University to help attract leading cancer researcher
Igor Sokolov to the university. It is part of $114 million in funding to support cancerfighting efforts in Texas.
Sokolov currently is a professor of physics at Clarkson University in New York, where
he conducts extensive research using atomic force microscopy. He received his doctoral
degree in physics from the D.I. Mendeleev Institute ofMetrology in St. Petersburg,
Russia.
"Dr. Igor Sokolov' s research in the early detection of cancer makes him an exceptional
candidate to complement existing cancer research efforts at Texas Tech and Texas Tech
University Health Sciences Center," said Lawrence Schovanec, dean of Texas
Tech' s College of Arts and Sciences. "He will be the first scientist in the state of Texas
funded for an Investigators Performing Translational Research award and we are excited
that he will be a faculty member of the College of Arts and Sciences and the department
of physics."
This award from CPRJT supports ongoing efforts by Texas Tech to recruit outstanding
scholars engaged in interdisciplinary research that addresses state and national needs,
Schovanec said.
"This is wonderful example of our perseverance in pursuing a competitive funding
opportunity in support of Dr. Sokolov's start up and his translational scholarship in
biomarker detection," said Dr. Taylor Eighmy, senior vice president for research. "Dr.
Sokolov is a fabulous senior hire for us. It is imperative that we continue to explore these
competitive funding opportunities with CPRJT. The persistent hard work of Dr. Sokolov,
Dean Schovanec and Dr. Michael San Francisco in my office over the last four or five
months to see this through is to be commended and sets the stage for others like this as
we grow the research enterprise at Texas Tech."
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This is the second CPRIT Award made to Texas Tech's College of Arts and Sciences.
The previous award was for a project "Implementation Clinical Practice Guidelines for
Treating Tobacco Use and Dependence in Oncology and Primary Care" in the amount of
$299,306 to Lee Cohen and Susan Hendrick in the department of psychology.
"Thus far, CPRIT's Scholar in Cancer Research program has successfully recruited
numerous outstanding cancer researchers to Texas, and we hope Dr. Sokolov will become
the next," said CPRIT Executive Director Bill Gimson. "I am eager to see the impact his
research has on the Texas Tech community, the state of Texas and the global fight against
cancer."
CPRIT was established in 2007 by Texas voters to fund groundbreaking cancer research
and prevention programs and services in the state.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
CONTACT: Lawrence Schovanec, dean, College of Arts & Sciences, (806) 742-3833
or lawrence.schovanec@ttu.edu.
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CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, leslie.cranford@ttu.edu
(806) 742-2136

Texas Tech Law Dean Emeritus Appointed to National Defense Board
Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta has appointed a former Texas Tech University School of Law
dean to co-chair the subject committee of the newly formed Defense Legal Policy Board.
Walter Huffman, a former Judge Advocate General of the Army, and Texas Tech law dean from
2002 to 2009, will co-chair the committee with Judith Miller, former General Counsel of the
Department of Defense.
"Whether it was serving as the U.S. Army's top attorney or the dean of Texas Tech's law school,
Walter has always been a leader, and I know he will bring a wealth of knowledge to the Defense
Legal Policy Board," said Kent Hance, chancellor of the Texas Tech University System. "This is
a huge accomplishment for Walter, and we congratulate him. It is also great for Texas Tech to
have one of our own called to serve in such a distinguished capacity."
In the letter of appointment Panetta states, "For offenses that take place in a country in which we
operate alongside the civilian population, it is critical that our system of military justice be efficient,
fair, dependable and credible."
To that end he has appointed a group of"distinguished Americans to review and assess the
following: military justice in cases of U.S. Service members alleged to have caused the death, injury,
or abuse of non-combatants in Iraq or Afghanistan."
Also appointed to the committee are retired Army General Pete Chiarelli and Marine Lieutenant
General John Sattler. The review will encompass the period of time dating back to October 2001, the
outset of Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

Contact: Leslie Cranford, senior editor, Office of Communications & Marketing,
(806) 834-2693, or leslie.cranford@ttu.edu.
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CONTACT: Callie Jones, callie.jones@ttu.edu
(806) 742-2136
Texas Tech Announces Summer Commencement Schedule

WHAT:

More than 1580 students will graduate dwing the 2012 summer
commencement activities.

WHEN:

Saturday (August 11): 9 a.m. Graduate School, University College,
College of Visual & Performing Arts, Jerry S.
Rawls College of Business Administration, Edward
E. Whitacre Jr. College of Engineering and College
of Human Sciences
1:30 p.m. Graduate School, College of Agricultural
Sciences & Natural Resources, College of
Architecture, College of Education, College of
Mass Communications and College of Arts &
Sciences

WHERE:

All ceremonies will take place at the United Spirit Arena at 18th Street and
Indiana A venue.

EVENT:

Jim Angle, chief national correspondent for FOX News Channel (FNC),
will speak at the summer commencement activities. Angle joined FOX
News Channel (FNC) in 1996 and currently serves as the network's chief
national correspondent. He was named to this position in January 2012.

Ceremonies can be viewed online at www.commencement.ttu.edu/livestream.
For more about commencement, including information on maps, guest seatmg, college
receptions, parking and hotels, visit http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/commencement/.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
CONTACT: Peggy Flores, commencement coordinator, Texas Tech University
Division of Institutional Diversity, Equity & Community Engagement, (806) 7427742 or peggy.flores@ttu.edu.
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Annual Back to School Fiesta Returning to Student Union Building
WHAT:

Back to School Fiesta

WHEN:

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday (August 11)

WHERE:

Student Union Building, 15th Street & Akron Avenue

EVENT:

The Office of Community Engagement will host the 12th annual Back to
School Fiesta at the Student Union Building (SUB). The event
returns to the SUB after several years at the United Spirit Arena.
The event provides the opportunity for members of the local and
surrounding communities and their children to visit the Texas Tech
campus, learn about numerous educational, local and federal programs and
initiatives, and receive free school supplies for the upcoming school year.
Originally held in 2001 , during the past ten years the Back to School
Fiesta has increased both in size and effort and last year saw more than
5,500 attendees.
This year's event will feature several community resource workshops,
including a child care services workshop presented by Workforce
Solutions South Plains. Parking is available in lots surrounding the SUB.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Nick Cordes, unit coordinator, Office of Community Engagement,
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-7017 or nicholas.cordes@ttu.edu.
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CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, leslie.cranford@ttu.edu
(806) 742-2136

Texas Tech Cheerleaders Represent at Olympic Basketball Finals
American cheerleaders will perform at men's basketball finals.
While cheerleading may not be an official sport yet, a group of U.S. cheerleaders is in
London to cheer for the men's basketball semifinal and finals as part of a cheer squad
sponsored by Varsity brands, the worldwide leader in cheerleading training.
Texas Tech University's cheer team will be represented by one current member, John
Chebret, a junior exercise and sport sciences major from Humble; and one alumnus, Logan
Lefler, a 2008 business graduate from Combine. Both men are staff members of the
Universal Cheerleaders Association, one of the Varsity training branches, which led to
them being selected for team.
"I'm beyond excited to be selected for this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity," said Chebret, a
three-year member of the Texas Tech squad.
The group arrived in London on Monday and is readying for performances. The squad
comprises outstanding college cheerleaders and top instructors from throughout the United
States, the birthplace of organized cheerleading. The team will entertain the crowds and
television audiences with choreographed cheers, stunts and tumbling, and a performance
during a halftime show. The men's basketball semifinals and final are Friday (Aug. 10)
and Sunday (Aug. 12) respectively.
"I'm very proud of John and Logan for getting this opportunity," said Bruce Bills, Texas
Tech's cheer coach. "Both are elite-level cheerleaders who will be great representatives of
Tech Cheer and the USA."
The team of American cheerleaders will be working closely with the Ascension Angels
from the London Borough of Newham, coached by Angela Brown, who initially contacted
the group. Organized cheerleading now has a foothold in more than 100 countries, and the
United Kingdom has maintained a prominent presence in cheerleading in Europe.
"We are thrilled to be bringing top-notch athletes to London to lead the crowd in cheering
on the competitors," said Jeff Webb, founder and CEO of Varsity. "As cheerleading makes
strides to become an officially recognized sport, we welcome the opportunity to show the
world what cheerleading is all about."
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Varsity was founded by Webb in 1974. Each summer Varsity staff train 350,000
cheerleaders and dancers in all aspects of spirit leading.

CONTACT: Bruce Bills, cheer coach, Center for Campus Life, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-5433 or bruce.bills@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Announces Summer Commencement
Jim Angle, FOX News Channel Chief National Correspondent, will speak at the
ceremonies.
More than 1,300 students will graduate Saturday (Aug. 11) during two Texas Tech
University ceremonies held at the United Spirit Arena.
Commencement exercises for the Graduate School, the College of Human Sciences, the
Whitacre College of Engineering, the Rawls College of Business, the College of Visual
and Performing Arts and the University College begin at 9 a.m. Saturday.
The Graduate School and Colleges of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources,
Architecture, Education, Mass Communications and Arts & Sciences hold their ceremony
at 1:30 p.m.
Jim Angle, chief national correspondent for FOX News Channel, will speak at both
commencement ceremonies. Angle joined FOX News Channel in 1996 and was named to
his current position in January 2012.
Ceremonies can be viewed online at www.commencement.ttu.edu/livestream.

Honored students
Outstanding students, selected based on all-around achievement, will carry banners
representing their respective colleges.
The following students are banner bearers: William Clay Burson, an animal science major
from Abilene, College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources; John Paul
Barrandey, an architecture major from Midland, College of Architecture; Richard Alan
Lewis, a political science major from Cuero, College of Arts & Sciences; Valentina
Arizola Salinas, a multidisciplinary studies major from Fredericksburg, College of
Education; Matthew Dean Brown, a marriage and family therapy doctoral candidate from
Lacey, Wash. and Rosa Herlinda Gallegos, a higher education doctoral candidate from
Brownsville, Graduate School; Michelle Lucille Ortiz, a human development and family
studies major from Round Rock, College of Human Sciences; Taylor D. Sandy, an apparel
design and manufacturing major from Roswell, N.M. and Marylyn L. Mathew, a cellular
molecular biology major from Dallas, Honors College; Samuel Alexander Moore, an
advertising major from Stephenville, College of Mass Communications; Natanya Chantelle
Office of Communications and Marketing
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Ridley, a music major from Ransom Canyon, College of Visual & Performing Arts; Jake
Andrew Casey-Snyder, an electrical engineering major from Cleburne, Whitacre College
of Engineering; Kyle Andrew Rose, a finance major from Celina, Rawls College of
Business; Lana Argomaniz, a university studies major from Richardson, University
College.
The highest ranking August graduates for each college include:
•

College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources: William Clay Burson, an
animal science major from Abilene

•

College of Architecture: John Paul Barrandey, an architecture major from Midland

•

College of Arts & Sciences: Rebecaa Ann Lelko, a mathematics major from
Chardon, Ohio; and Pearl Puiimun Chan, a biology major from San Antonio

•

College of Education: Valentina Arizola Salinas, a multidisciplinary studies major
from Fredricksburg

•

College of Human Sciences: Katherine Victoria Gibbs, an apparel design and
manufacturing major from Lubbock

•

College of Mass Communications: Samuel Alexander Moore, an advertising major
from Stephenville

•

College of Visual & Performing Arts: Natanya Chantelle Ridley, a music major
from Ransom Canyon

•

Whitacre College of Engineering: Jake Andrew Casey-Snyder, an electrical
engineering major from Cleburne

•

Rawls College of Business: Andrew David Allbritton, a marketing major from
Plano

•

University College: David Grizzle, a general studies major from Amarillo

Additional Information
For more about commencement, including information on maps, guest seating, college
receptions, parking and hotels, visit http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/commencement/.

News Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DATES: Aug. 9, 2012
CONTACTS: Robert Giovannetti
(806) 742-0012, robert.giovannetti@ttu.edu

Texas Tech Finance Committee Approves 2013 Budget
Pending Board of Regents' Final Decision
The Texas Tech University System Board of Regents' Finance & Administration Committee
today (Aug. 9) approved the 2013 operating budgets for the Texas Tech University System
Administration, Texas Tech University, Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center and
Angelo State University.
"This budget reflects our continued investment in the economic development of our state and the
region by providing high quality academic programs and services to a greater number of students
and patients," said Texas Tech University System Chancellor Kent Hance. "This is a good return
on investment for the state, the students and their families."
Final approval of the budget by the full board is expected Friday (Aug. 10).
The total operating budget for the entire system for fiscal year 2013, which runs from Sept. 1,
2012 to Aug. 31, 2013, is more than $1.5 billion, up 5.5 percent over last year's budget.
"As regents we are proud of the efforts the system has made to control costs without sacrificing
excellence in education and research," said Board Chairman Jerry Turner. "We continue to see
much needed growth across all of the institutions and look forward to another great year at Texas
Tech."
The overall economic impact of the Texas Tech University System' s budget on the region is
approximately $12 billion, according to predictions determined for higher education by the Ray
Perryman Group in a 2007 report.
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CONTACT: Dailey Fuller, dailey.fuller@ttu.edu
806-742-0057
Texas Tech University Interim President Named
Officials at the Texas Tech University System named Lawrence Schovanec, dean of the
College of Arts & Sciences, as interim president of Texas Tech University.
The announcement came after actions taken at the Board of Regents meeting in El Paso.
"Dr. Schovanec has 30 years of dedicated service at Texas Tech," said Kent Hance,
chancellor of the Texas Tech University System. "He knows our university well and has
done an outstanding job as dean of the College of Arts & Sciences. I am confident Dr.
Schovanec will lead with enthusiasm and integrity in this role."
Schovanec, who became dean of the College of Arts & Sciences in June 2010, will begin
his duties in early September. He will serve for an indefinite period of time as a search
committee works to select a replacement for Guy Bailey, the 15th and former president of
Texas Tech.
"I am humbled by the opportunity to .serve Texas Tech as interim president," Schovanec
said. "Because of the contributions of the faculty, students and staff and the
administrative leadership of the university, we enjoy substantial momentum in the crucial
areas of enrollment growth, student success, faculty productivity and scholarship, and
research funding. As evidence of our progress, Texas Tech now receives a share of the
state's National Research University Fund. Working with all university stakeholders, and
utilizing our Strategic Plan and business model, my objective as interim president is to
enhance Texas Tech's position as a great public research university."
Board Chairman Jerry E. Turner said Schovanec's appointment assures that Texas Tech
University will continue to advance.
"Dr. Schovanec' s extensive institutional experience makes him an ideal person to
maintain our forward progress," Turner said. "I believe he will keep us on track as we
continue to expand and enhance our established academic programs and research
profile."
At Texas Tech for approximately three decades, Schovanec previously served as interim
dean of the College of Arts & Sciences from September 2008 through May 2010. Prior
Office of Communications and Marketing
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to this, he served as chairman of the Department of Mathematics and Statistics beginning
in 1998. He joined the faculty in 1982.
Schovanec earned his doctorate in mathematics from Indiana University, his master's
degree from Texas A&M University and his bachelor of science degree from Phillips
University. He has received the President's Excellence in Teaching Award and is a
member of the Texas Tech Teaching Academy.
Schovanec has published widely in academic journals and has spoken at numerous
professional conferences. His research interests are in the fields of biomechanical and
physiological control systems and solid mechanics. He has received more than $3.2
million in external funding for his research.
For video interviews from the Board of Regents meeting, visit
communications.ttumedia.com.

CONTACT: Robert Giovannetti, associate vice chancellor, Office of
Communications & Marketing, Texas Tech University System, (806) 742-0057,
robert.giovannetti@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Researcher Reaches for the Sky(cam)
Sports broadcasting's new technology engages fans more, or does it?
The rate of change in entertainment technology keeps getting faster and faster. For
decades there was little change in the television home viewing experience. People had
their 26-inch cathode ray television - and that was a big screen, the high end of what one
could get. Now people buy big screens, flat screens, 30 televisions, and immerse
themselves in surround sound in the living room.
For sports broadcasters as well, new technology means new ways to keep fans interested
and engaged in the games, and a Texas Tech University researcher is figuring out how
the latest gadget plays into ... the plays.
Glenn Cummins, an assistant professor in Electronic Media and Communications is
studying the use of the overhead subjective camera, or skycam, perspective in sports
broadcasting, particularly football.
"We're seeing more and more of this technology creep into living rooms," Cummins
said, "and I think broadcasters are recognizing these changes in the viewing experience,
and trying to come up with ways to capitalize on them."
Cummins said this particular avenue of research comes from a broader interest in
viewers' immersion in the on-screen experience.
"Televisions are getting bigger, and what that technology does is, it kind of draws you
into the broadcast a little.bit," he said. "So as I was interested in that subject, .I started
noticing there was this particular camera angle starting to show up more and more in
sports-it's this overhead subjective camera perspective of game play, where you see the
game unfold from an overhead, or quarterback's point of view, sometimes."
Sometimes fans have seen other novel camera techniques like a helmet cam - where the
camera might actually be mounted inside a player's helmet. Again, the purpose of these
techniques, Cummins said, is to make one see the action from that unique perspective, as
though the viewer is there on the field. The end result of that is again, a sense of
engagement, a sense of spatial immersion in that environment seen on the screen.
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Cummins' first study was a simple paper and pencil responses to the gameplay, asking
whether the respondents felt immersed in the broadcast, whether they found the overhead
subjective camera perspective exciting.
The second study was in the psychophysiology labs. Cummins brought people in, used
equipment that was able to measure their physiological responses to gameplay, and see
what happened in terms of that bodily reaction to gameplay - to see if it was arousing, to
see if their body was saying the same thing that their self"report data was saying.
He expected to find that the skycam perspective would be more exciting.
"What was interesting was what their body told us. The self"report told us one thing, but
the physiological responses weren't quite in agreement."
The physiological responses to the overhead subjective camera perspective weren't huge
arousal responses. Instead what Cummins research saw were a lot of frequent but small
arousal responses.
"The whole time they're seeing this perspective where they're being zipped along the
field andjerked from right to left, every time that happens, there's a tiny little arousal
response."
"Those tiny little arousal responses serve to elevate your baseline level of arousal," he
said. "So you're not sitting at a zero, you're sitting at a 2, a 3 or a 4. You kind of
maintain your level of arousal with gameplay, so that when the big play does happen,
you're not starting from scratch. You're starting from some elevated level already. That's
when our research becomes really interesting is when what you self"report - what you
say is happening- is a little different from what your body is actually doing while you're
watching game play.,,
The skycam itself is useful for broadcasters because there are so many things they can't
control. What they can control are the technological bells and whistles they put on top of
a broadcast.
Cummins said broadcasters can strategically employ techniques like the overhead
subjective camera and other types of visual and audio techniques on top of sportscasts to
make them seem more exciting, to give the viewer something to make the game more
interesting throughout the competition.

"If you think about any sport-football, baseball, gymnastics-there's an awful lot of
down time that has to be filled between events. So what broadcasters can do is find
different things to fill in those lulls between actual moments of game competition," he .
said.
Cummins said, looking at the history of sports broadcasting, there actually were changes
over time. A lot of people talked about how television changed sports, how sports
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changed television - the symbiotic relationship between television and sports. This is
something that has had a lot of attention in scholarly literature for the past few decades.
"As viewers, we' ve become so accustomed to the first-down line, so accustomed to the
game clock, and these other features that we see on sports, we can't remember sports
without these things," Cummins said. "A few years from now it's going to be the same
thing - we can't remember watching sports without these unique perspectives of game
play."
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Glenn Cummins, assistant professor, College of Mass
Communications, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-6500 ext. 237, or
glenn.cummins@ttu.edu.
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College of Education Graduates First MS2 Group of Teachers
Middle School math and science teachers have completed master's begun in 2009.
Twenty middle school math and science teachers are now better equipped to integrate
math and science curriculum into their schools.
All 20 students who were participants of the first cohort of the Middle School Math
Science (MS2) scholarship degree program graduated Aug. 11 . The group started its
Master of Science degree in Multidisciplinary Science with an emphasis in the integration
of math and science of middle school students in fall 2009.
"We want to congratulate the Cohort One students for their scholastic success," said
Esther Lucey, program coordinator. "The (MS)2key program leaders and staff members
appreciate the leadership of the grant's sponsor, the Greater Texas Foundation."
The foundation gave Texas Tech $3 million in 2008 to fund the program.
Taking one online course each regular semester and two courses on campus each first
summer session, these full-time middle school teachers completed their degree in three
years. Each on-line course used Second Life. This technology required each faculty
member and student to create an individual Avatar who attended virtual reality courses
held in the College of Education, College of Arts and Sciences and the College of
Engineering.
During the length of the program, the students had the opportunity to enrich their
professional lives by applying for mini-grant awards and on-campus research lab
experiences. These additional experiences resulted in poster presentations during each
summer's annual conference. Many students attended regional and state conferences
where they presented their posters or their own research projects.
A reception was held before the August commencement to celebrate the beginning of
their professional second life.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
CONTACT: Esther Lucey, (MS)2 program coordinator, (806)742-1997 ext. 271, or
esther.lucey@ttu.edu.
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Back to School Fiesta Prepares Families for 2012-2013 School Year
Local students and families learn about higher education opportunities at Texas Tech
while preparing for new school year.
More than 4,000 Lubbock area youth and their families are more prepared for the 20122013 school year, after attending the 12th Annual Back to School Fiesta on Saturday at
Texas Tech.
The event moved back to the Student Union Building after spending the last several years
at the United Spirit Arena. Hosted by the Office of Community Engagement, the event
provided free school supplies, college resources, free food and entertainment for
members of the Lubbock community. Families were also provided with educational
information on topics ranging from college admissions and financial aid, financial
planning, childcare resources, and health, wellness and nutrition.
Nearly 60 organizations and entities participated as partners and hosted tables and booths.
Interactive activities for children included a robotics demonstration from the College of
Engineering, an educational activity center hosted by Generation Texas, a climbing
center hosted by Bodyworks, chess lessons by the Texas Tech University Chess Program,
a physical activity booth hosted by Cardinal's Sport Center, meet-and-greet with Texas
Tech athletes, meet-and-greet with Chuck E. Cheese and a balloon animal giveaway with
Mr. Gatti's Pizza. Entertainment was provided by Ballet Folklorico and Flatlands Dance
Studio.
"We're thrilled with the success ofthis year's event," said Heather Martinez, associate
director of the Office of Community Engagement. "Thousands of people are learning
about Texas Tech and we hope to continue this tradition for years to come."
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

Contact: Heather Martinez, assoCiate director, Office of Community Engagement,
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-7017 or heather.martinez@ttu.edu.
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(806) 742-2136
Student Housing Opens State-of-the-Art Residence Hall
WHAT:

Texas Tech University officials will participate in a ribbon cutting for the
new residence hall on Boston A venue.

WHEN:

3 p.m., Thursday (August 16)

WHERE:

Boston Avenue and 18th Street, west side of the hall facing Boston Ave.

EVENT:

Texas Tech Student Housing will cut the ribbon at the new
residence hall on Boston A venue.
The new facility is approximately 138,000 square feet and will house more
than 500 students. The project took 16 months to complete and cost $38
million. The residence hall features limitless laundry, suite-style living and
wireless internet access throughout the building. Student move-in day is
Sunday (Aug. 19).
Parking for the ribbon cutting will be available in the McKenzie-Merket
Alumni Center and Z2 parking lots east of the building. Tours and
refreshments will be provided.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Sean Duggan, managing director for student housing, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-2661 or sean.duggan@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Nanophotonics Center Receives $2 Million Grant
Two Texas Tech University professors recently received a $2 million grant to develop the
next generation of solid-state high-energy lasers with intended military defense uses.
The five-year grant was awarded to Hongxing Jiang, Ed Whitacre endowed chairman and
professor of electrical and computer engineering, and Jingyu Lin, Linda Whitacre
endowed chair and professor of electrical and computer engineering. The grant is from
the High Energy Laser Multidisciplinary Research Initiative program supported by the
High Energy Lasers-Joint Technology Office and Army Research Office.
The project aims to advance the development of nano-scale, chip-size materials that
could lead to the creation of significantly more compact and more powerful lasers for use
by the military in missile defense systems.

"If we can create new materials to make these lasers smaller and more powerful, then a
lot of new applications become possible," Jiang said.
"We are working with the same materials in our laser project that we have been
researching all along," Lin said. "We are just expanding our work to high-energy lasers.
It is all focused around making smaller, more compact, more energy-efficient materials
that have practical military and consumer uses."
It is the focus on the real-world application of their basic research that draws praise from
their college dean. "Drs. Jiang and Lin have one of the best nanophotonic research groups
in the country, and this grant will allow them to move their research forward/' said Al
Sacco, dean of the Whitacre College of Engineering. "While they are conducting
fundamental research, they also are looking for commercial applications that could spur
the economy in Texas and in the country."
"We are most appreciative of the support we have received from Dean Sacco; Taylor
Eighmy, senior vice president for research; and the university in acquiring this grant so
that we can continue to move our research forward," said Jiang.
Jiang and Lin came to Texas Tech in 2008 to establish the Nanophotonics Center, and
research solid-state lighting technology and devices that emit both visible and ultraviolet
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light. Because their research focuses on nano-scale materials, there is a potential to create
smaller, more cost-effective and more energy-efficient lighting sources and technologies.
The solid-state lighting technologies under development at the Nanophotonics Center will.
lead to energy efficient lighting. Additionally, Jiang and Lin's research could aid the
development of miniature displays in helmet-mounted or head-up display systems of
aircraft pilots and on-deck air controllers. New display technologies will reduce weight
and energy usage while offering real-time information processing and increased shock
resistance, thus improving the quality of information received by the military.
The $2 million grant from the Army Research Office builds on their existing research. In
2010, Jiang and Lin received a $1.24 million grant from the Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency-Microsystems Technology Office's Compact Mid-Ultraviolet
Technology program for the development of deep ultraviolet photonic devices that have
application to improve water purification and medical disinfectant technology as well as a
$1.5 5 million grant from the Department of Homeland Security for the development of
solid-state neutron detectors for nuclear materials sensing.
"Currently, very large machines are used at shipping ports to scan large crates coming off
of ships for nuclear materials," said Lin. "Our work could possibly reduce the size of
those scanners so that they could be handheld, making it easier and less expensive to scan
more cargo."
Jiang and Lin's work has led to more than 20 patents on related (Ill-Nitride)
semiconductor device technologies. The design and fabrication of these novel devices are
among the most prominent technologies for energy-efficient solid-state lighting and have
been adopted by the light-emitting diode (LED) industry worldwide.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Hongxing Jiang, Ed Whitacre endowed chair and professor of
electrical and computer engineering, and Jingyu Lin, Linda Whitacre endowed
chair and professor of electrical and computer engineering, Whitacre College of
Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 742·3533, or jingyu.lin@ttu.edu.

'

TEXAS TECH UNNERSI'IY

News Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DATE: Aug. 15, 2012
CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, leslie.cranford@ttu.edu
(806) 834-2693
Texas Tech's Sigma Delta Pi Wins Consecutive Awards
The organization was one of 14 chapters recognized as an Honor Chapter.
Texas Tech University's chapter of Sigma Delta Pi, the National Collegiate Hispanic Honor
Society, has been named an Honor Chapter for its outstanding activities in 2011-2012. This
is the eighth consecutive year that Texas Tech has received this award.
Professor Comfort Pratt, Texas Tech's chapter adviser, was instrumental in earning the
honor that was awarded to only 14 chapters nationwide in 2012.
Each May, all 585 chapters of Sigma Delta Pi across the U.S. are asked to submit an annual
report detailing their numerous activities and projects from the academic year. Based on
these reports, the National Executive Committee chooses approximately 10-15 honor
chapters annually. This recognition is based upon the caliber of chapter projects that reflect
the Sigma Delta Pi mission of honoring excellence in the study of the Spanish language,
contributing to cultural understanding and upholding the goals of the society.
With its national office at the College of Charleston in South Carolina, Sigma Delta Pi is a
member of the Association of College Honor Societies, the nation's only certifying agency
for college and university honor societies.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.
CONTACT: Comfort Pratt, faculty advisor, College of Education, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-1997 ext. 237 or c.pratt@ttu.edu.
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The New Residence Hall on Boston Avenue Opens for 2012-2013 School Year

Texas Tech University Student Housing opens today (Aug. 16) its newest addition to the
residence hall system, the new residence hall on Boston Avenue (Boston Hall). The suitestyle hall offers two- and four-bedroom arrangements for more than 500 students.
The 178,000 square-foot facility took approximately 17 months to complete from
groundbreaking to the ribbon cutting. Designed by Raymond Powell and constructed by
Austin Commercial, Boston Hall is LEED certified, ensuring that the design, construction
and maintenance of the building is environmentally responsible.
"What you see on site today is a beautifully proportioned four- and five-story Spanish
Renaissance-style solution complete with west and east courtyards for student interaction
and study," said Michael S. Molina, vice chancellor for facilities planning and
construction. "I believe the students will thoroughly enjoy this new addition to our
campus."
The building offers two-bedroom and four-bedroom options and is co-ed by suite. The
suites are fully furnished and include a full-size refrigerator and microwave. There is one
bathroom for every two residents.
According to Sean Duggan, managing director for student housing, Boston Hall features
wireless internet access, limitless laundry on each floor, study space and lounge areas.
There is a multipurpose space for residence life programming and class, as well as a
hotel-style lobby area for students to enjoy. The Commons Food Court by United
Supermarkets is adjacent to the new facility and will offer a variety of menu options to
students living in Boston Hall.
"There will be a real sense of community," Duggan said. "There' s a courtyard on the east
side of the facility and also on the west side of the facility. There's green space and areas
where students can gather and be outside but be close to their home."
Each year, Texas Tech accommodates approximately 21-23 percent of students on
campus. Boston Hall will help maintain this figure and help the university keep up with
increasing student enrollment. About half of the students living in Boston Hall for the
2012-2013 school year will be first-time freshman students.
Office of Communications and Marketing
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According to Interim President Lawrence Shovanec, the opening of the new facility
demonstrates Texas Tech's dedication to educating students.
"Boston Hall is a testament to the rapid growth of the university and the desire of many
young, talented students to pursue higher education at Texas Tech," Schovanec said.
"This beautiful facility will be a point of pride for the university. Not only does it
represent a period of unprecedented growth at Texas Tech, it also reflects the
commitment of the administration to our students."
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Sean Duggan, managing dir_ector for student housing, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-2661 or sean.duggan@ttu.edu.
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(806)742-2136

Students Find Home Away from Home at Texas Tech
WHAT:

During move-in weekend, Texas Tech University students will converge
into on-campus residence halls for the fall semester.

WHEN:

10 a.m. Saturday (Aug. 18)
10 a.m. Sunday (Aug. 19)

WHERE:

The residence halls at Texas Tech (see list below).

EVENT:

Students will begin moving into the on-campus residence halls this
weekend. The following halls and complexes will receive students on
Saturday and Sunday:

Bledsoe Hall
Boston Avenue Residence Hall
Carpenter/Wells Complex
Chitwood/Weymouth Complex
Coleman Hall
Gordon Hall
Horn/Knapp Complex
Hulen/Clement Complex
Murray Hall
Sneed Hall
Stangel/Murdough Complex
Wall/Gates Complex
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Sean Duggan, managing director for student housing, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-2661 or s.duggan@ttu.edu.
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CONTACT: John Davis, john. w.davis@ttu.edu
(806) 742-2136
Texas Tech Mathematician Leaves for Jefferson Fellowship
A Texas Tech University mathematics professor has left for Washington, D.C., for a
year-long appointment as a Jefferson Fellow.
Clyde Martin, a Hom Professor in the Department of Mathematics and Statistics, was one
of 13 accepted into the program this year. He will work for the U.S. Department of State
until August 2013. Martin has become the first mathematician/statistician accepted into
the program.
"I hope to learn a lot about working for the government and how the state department
works," Martin said. "I hope to make many contacts that will be useful for Texas Tech
and the sciences in general. I will give whatever is needed to make myself, Texas Tech,
mathematics and science in general useful to the State Department."
The articulation of "accurate science for statecraft" to policy makers has become an
essential element in establishing effective international relationships in the 21st century,
according to the Jefferson Science Fellows website ..
Recognizing this need, the Jefferson Science Fellows program at the U.S. Department of
State was created in 2003 to establish a new model for engaging the American academic
science, technology, engineering and medical communities in the formulation and
implementation of U.S. foreign policy.
Fellowships are open to tenured or similarly ranked faculty from. U.S. institutions of
higher learning who are U.S. citizens. Selected fellows spend one year on assignment at
the U.S. Department of State or U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) as
science advisors on foreign policy issues. Assignments are tailored to the needs of the
hosting office, while taking into account the fellows' interests and areas of expertise. The
fellowship program is administered by the National Academies and supported through a
partnership between the U.S. academic cominunity, professional scientific societies, the
U.S. Department of State and the USAID.
Martin's research interests include control theory, the applications of algebraic and
differential geometry to problems in numerical analysis, and the development and
analysis of mathematical models in agriculture, the environment and medicine.
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He led the Texas Tech group that did the detailed analysis and modeling of the 1987
measles epidemic in Lubbock. This research revealed for the first time that greater than
98-percent immunity rate was required to prevent measles epidemics in dense
populations such as universities. The State of Texas used the research in the decision to
require multiple vaccinations for all school-aged children.
His more significant technical contributions include the development of models for the
analysis of localized epidemics and endemic diseases. He has collaborated with engineers
and scientists in a number of areas including aeronautics, bioengineering, chemistry,
pediatrics, plant science, soil physics, epidemiology and chemical engineering on a
variety of scientific topics. He has published more than 350 technical books and papers in
a variety of areas.
Martin is a fellow of the Institute of Electtical and Electronic Engineers and a member of
the International Statistics Institute. He earned a bachelor's degree in mathematics
education from Emporia State University, and his master's and doctoral degrees from the
University of Wyoming. Earlier this year, Martin was named as fellow of the American
Statistical Association (ASA).
CONTACT: Clyde Martin, a Horn Professor in the Department of Mathematics
and Statistics, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2566 or clyde.f.martin@ttu.edu.
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Division of Undergraduate Education Hosts Red Raider Palapalooza
WHAT:

The Texas Tech University Division of Undergraduate Education will host
the first annual Red Raider Palapalooza to welcome students to campus
for the 2012-2013 school year.

WHEN:

10:30 a.m. - I p.m.Wednesday (Aug. 22)

WHERE:

Urbanovsky Park, at the corner of 18th Street & Flint Avenue

EVENT:

Red Raider Palapalooza is an outdoor event designed to welcome
incoming students to the Texas Tech Univ~rsity campus. Students will
also have the opportunity to network with over 20 campus partners during
the event.
Admission is free with a student ID and activities include tie-dye, water
balloons, marshmallow fun, and door-sign design. There will be Apple TV
and Amazon Kindle giveaways. Food will be provided.
For additional information on the Texas Tech University Center for
Undergraduate Research, visit www.facebook.com/cur.TTU or on Twitter
@CUR_TTU.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Jessica Spott, unit coordinator, Center for Undergraduate Research,
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-1095, or cur@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech to Open Newly Remodeled Media and Communication Building
WHAT:

Texas Tech University cuts the ribbon on a new version of an old building.

WHEN:

5 p.m. Thursday (Aug. 23)
MEDIA: There will be a tour specifically for media beginning
promptly at 4:15, to be completed just prior to the ribbon cutting.

WHERE:

15th Street and Flint Avenue, the former Rawls College of Business
Building

EVENT:

The Media and Communication Building houses the newly named College
of Media and Communication (formerly the College of Mass
Communications) and several other departments and areas, including
KTXT-FM (student radio), Student Media, Army ROTC, Annual Giving
Program, Academic Support and Facilities Resources, Atmospheric
Science, Communication Studies and the Texas Tech University Press, the
book publishing office of the university.
There are 210 offices, 14 conference rooms, 25 general purpose
classrooms and 16 dedicated classrooms/laboratories.
The renovation project budget is $25 million. Parkhill, Smith and Cooper
Inc. is the design firm, and Lee Lewis Construction Inc. is the construction
management firm.
The project was initiated to upgrade life safety, classroom technology and
accessibility standards within the 204,495 gross-square-foot building
complex. Construction started summer 2010 and was completed in four
separate phases to allow occupancy during the first three phases of
construction.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Michael Molina, vice chancellor, Facilities Planning & Construction,
(806) 742-2116 or michael.molina@ttu.edu.
Office of Communications and Marketing
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Texas Tech Creates Early Warning System for Fall-Risk Patients
MEMS technology could predict falls, much like the weather.
Engineers at Texas Tech University are developing technology that can predict when a
person might fall - even days in advance.
The researchers have created a prototype wireless sensor, small enough to be clipped to a
belt, which analyzes posture and gait, and sends an alert when there is a break in routine.
"The concern is significant because a simple fall could prove deadly," said Donald Lie,
Keh-Shew Lu Regents Chair Professor in the Department of Electrical and Computer
Engineering at Texas Tech and an adjunct professor in the Department of Surgery at the
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC).
Lie and Tim Dallas, a Texas Tech microelectromechanical (MEMS) researcher and
associate professor, along with a team of clinicians from the TTUHSC: Dr. Ron Banister,
Dr. Andrew Dentino, Dr. Tam Nguyen, and Dr. Steven Zupancic, are collaborating with
Texas Instruments on the multidisciplinary research. Technology like this could benefit
not only the geriatric community but patients with balance issues from disorders such as
Parkinson's, epilepsy or dementia.
The first step is to build a database of the subject's normal movements, including
standing up and sitting. A significant future variation would then indicate instability,
warning that a fall may be imminent.
"The alert may be attributed to muscular or visionary changes, or even due to drug
interaction," Lie said.
A team of medical clinicians receives the real-time patient data through wireless sensors
made up of accelerometers and gyroscopes, Lie said. Their goal is to identify changes to
posture and gait through sophisticated algorithms, analyzing a pattern that would indicate
risk.
"It' s a complicated phenomenon," Lie said. "We hope someday we will be able to tell the
patient, ' Sir, please be careful maybe in the next several hours or days ahead."'
Office of Communications and Marketing
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Placement of the sensor will require additional consideration, Lie said. The technology is
small enough to_be clipped to a belt, an accessory often omitted by the geriatric
population and preferably near the T-4 region at the back (between the shoulder blades).
A secondary option might be a pressure sensor insole that could also help acquire
additional gait analysis. Conversely, one needs to be cautious as the device could also
trigger a fall.
This research on "fall-risk identification and assessment using body worn sensors" has
recently been approved by a TTUHSC Institutional Review Board, which is a committee
formally designated to approve biomedical and behavioral research involving humans.
From there, the technology could prove useful in various capacities, from the geriatric
community to vestibular (balance) research.
"There is a lot of research going on in this area," Lie said. "We are humbled as we move
slowly and methodically toward creating something useful."
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Donald Lie, Keh-Shew Lu Regents chair professor, Department of
Electrical and Computer Engineering, Whitacre College of Engineering, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-3532, or donald.lie@ttu.edu.
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Search Committee Named for 16th Texas Tech University President
Texas Tech University System Chancellor Kent Hance today (Aug. 22) named a search
committee to assist in selecting the next president of Texas Tech University.
"This is an outstanding group of individuals," Hance said. "I am confident this group will
help me identify the qualities of leadership needed by our next president to continue the
current momentum at Texas Tech."
The 10-member committee is chaired by Jerry E. Turner, chairman of the Board of Regents
and a 1968 graduate of Texas Tech.
"We are determined to assist the chancellor in finding the most qualified candidate for this
position," Turner said. "Our university is expanding, and its greatest days lie ahead. We aim
to identify candidates who are qualified and ready to guide Texas Tech toward its goal of
greater national recognition as a teaching and research institution."
The committee will help identify potential candidates, assist with initial screenings and ensure
that their respective constituency groups are kept up to date on the progress of the search.
Candidate recommendations will be forwarded onto the chancellor. The final selection will
be made by the chancellor, who will make the appointment with the prior approval of the
Board of Regents.
Members of the search committee include:

•

Jerry Turner, chairman, Board of Regents, Texas Tech University System

•

Larry Anders, member, Board of Regents, Texas Tech University System

•

Bob Baker, Hom Professor, Department of Biological Sciences, College of Arts &
Sciences, Texas Tech University

•

Michael Galyean, dean, College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Texas
Tech University

•

Linda Hoover, dean, College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech University
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•

Debbie Montford, member, Board of Regents, Texas Tech University System,
community volunteer

•

Vickie Sutton, Hom Professor, School of Law, Texas Tech University

•

Robert Taylor, CEO, United Supermarkets and a Texas Tech University alumnus

•

John Walker, member, Board of Regents, Texas Tech University System

•

Ed Whitacre, Texas Tech University alumnus and former corporate executive

There will also be six non-voting members of the committee. Non-voting members will include
the following individuals:

•

Alex Alston, president, Texas Tech Student Government Association

•

Kyle Clark, chief financial officer and vice president for administration & finance, Texas
Tech University

•

Grace Hernandez, president's Chief of Staff and associate vice president for
administration, Texas Tech University

•

Kirby Hocutt, director of intercollegiate athletics, Texas Tech University

•

Michael Molina, vice chancellor for Facilities Planning & Construction, Texas Tech
University System

•

Joseph C. Rallo, vice chancellor of Academic Affairs, Texas Tech University System

Lawrence Schovanec, who has served as dean of the College of Arts & Sciences since 2010, was
recently named interim president by the chancellor and assumes the duties of president until a
replacement is named. AGB Search has been retained to assist with the search committee.

CONTACT: Robert Giovannetti, associate vice chancellor, Office of Communications &
Marketing, Texas Tech University System, (806) 742-0057, or robert.giovannetti@ttu.edu.
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Groundbreaking Scheduled for Autism Research Facility
WHAT:

Groundbreaking ceremony for Texas Tech University's new Burkhart
Center for Autism Education and Research

WHEN:

10:30 a.m. Friday (Aug. 24)

WHERE:

EVENT:

Helen DeVitt Jones Courtyard, 2908 18th Street
Texas Tech University
Officials and guests of Texas Tech will host a groundbreaking ceremony
to celebrate construction of the new Burkhart Center for Autism Education
and Research facility. The $10.6-million project will create a two-story
facility that will house clinical programs essential to continued research
efforts and support for those with the disorder.
Chancellor Kent Hance, leadership at the Texas Tech University System
(TTUS), and donors Jim and Jere Lynn Burkhart will make remarks prior
to the official groundbreaking. Donors and TTUS officials will then grab
shovels and break ground to commemorate the occasion.
This event is open to the public and will be followed by a private donor
luncheon.

CONTACT: Robert Giovannetti, associate vice chancellor, Office of
Communications & Marketing, Texas Tech University System, (806) 742:-0057 or
robert. giovannetti@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech and UNY in Prague Formalize Partnership

Texas Tech University and the University of New York in Prague (UNYP) are now
formal educational partners. Provost of Texas Tech Bob Smith and President of
UNPY Elias Foutsis recently signed a reciprocal agreement that will encourage and
more easily facilitate the exchange of undergraduate and graduate students, as well as
faculty research alliances between the two institutions.
The relationship between the two universities began in 2004 under the leadership
of John Masselli, Haskell Taylor Professor of Taxation, as part of the Rawls
College of Business summer program in Prague. Since then, more than 200 Rawls
College of Business students and 15 UNYP students have participated in this study
abroad program.
"I am genuinely thrilled that Texas Tech University and the UNYP have now
advanced our relationship to that of a university wide reciprocal arrangement,"
Masselli said. "Our respective institutions share a mutual goal of global education
that will enhance our overall pedagogical objectives."
During the last year, a team from Texas Tech has worked together with the
administration ofUNYP to transition the relationship from a mere affiliation to that
of a reciprocal exchange program.
The team comprises Masselli, along with Debbie Laverie, senior executive <jean of
Rawls College of Business; Catherine Massengale, director of the Rawls
International Business Education Resource Center; Archie Pitsilides, director of
grants and outreach; and Ambassador Tibor Nagy, vice provost for international
affairs, and his staff at the Office of International Affairs.
"I am confident that our vision for international expansion of alliances will not only
include Prague but also eventually include opportunities in other cities where UNYP
already has a base of operation such as Athens, Thessaloniki and Tirana," Masselli
said. "As global borders blur, I truly feel such alliances will make Texas Tech an even
stronger contributor to the global marketplace in the years to come."
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.
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CONTACT: Catherine McGovern, communications coordinator, Rawls College of
Business, Texas Tech University, (806)834-5315, or catherine.mcgovem@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Opens Newly Remodeled Media and Communication Building
Old Rawls College of Business building houses communications and other areas.
Texas Tech University today (Aug. 23) cut the ribbon on a new version of an old
building. The Media and Communication Building, which houses the College of Media
and Communication and several other departments and areas, has given the former
business administration building a new lease on life.
The newly named College of Media and Communication (formerly the College of Mass
Communications) is by far the largest tenant of the new space, leaving its former building
near Memorial Circle to become part of the Engineering Key.
"Today's ribbon cutting is the culmination of diligent planning on the parts of many
people, including Dean Jerry Hudson," said Lawrence Schovanec, interim president of
Texas Tech. "He and his staff have worked tirelessly, along with Facilities Planning, to
create an advanced learning landscape for our students. The technological enhancements
made to this building will enable the College of Media and Communication to allow
students to grow and flourish in an environment that reflects advancements in media
worldwide."
"I think the building, its technology and our faculty will provide a solid foundation for
providing opportunities for students to develop the will to learn and the motivation to be
successful in their respective careers," said Jerry Hudson, dean of the College of Media
and Communication.
Other entities sharing the new space are KTXT-FM (student radio), Student Media, Army
ROTC, Annual Giving Program, Academic Support and Facilities Resources,
Atmospheric Science, Communication Studies and the Texas Tech University Press, the
book publishing office of the university.
According to the Office of Facilities Planning and Construction, the renovation project
budget is $25 million. Parkhill, Smith and Cooper Inc. is the design firm, and Lee Lewis
Construction Inc. is the construction management firm.
"This building will be a valuable asset for the university community in terms of highly
functional up-to-date instructional space for our students and faculty," said Michael
Molina, vice chancellor Facilities Planning & Construction.
Office of Communications and Marketing
An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution

"Integration of natural daylight into newly designed study/collaboration spaces was a key
feature to this successful renovation project. Students now have a great place to work and
study between classes," Molina said.
The project was initiated to upgrade life safety, classroom technology and accessibility
standards within the 204,495 gross-square-foot building complex. Construction started
summer 2010 and was completed in four separate phases to allow occupancy during the
first three phases of construction.
There are 210 offices, 14 conference rooms, 25 general purpose classrooms and 16
dedicated classrooms/laboratories.
Specialized laboratory spaces include:
• KTXT Radio suite
• Two newsrooms (one includes four audio sound booths)
• Video/podcast/recording studios
• Photography studio
• Eye tracking and psychophysiology labs
• Animation studio
• TV studio
• Two experimental labs
Life safety upgrades include: fire suppression/notification system, emergency generator,
extension of the internal stair within the tower and a new exterior stair at the rotunda.
Other building upgrades include: lightning protection system; heating ventilation and air
conditioning; handrails and guardrails, lighting, plumbing fixtures, interior finishes,
furniture, signage, parking lot improvements and additional service drive spaces,
landscape enhancements and bird control.

CONTACT: Michael Molina, vice chancellor, Facilities Planning & Construction,
(806) 742-2116 or michael.molina@ttu.edu.
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Experts Available as Tropical Storm Isaac Chums in the Caribbean
Storm could threaten next week's GOP Convention in Florida.
Still a tropical storm, the National Hurricane Center forecasts that Isaac could become a
hurricane by Friday. Though the storm's track is still uncertain, there is concern that the storm
could pose an immediate threat to the Caribbean, and then Florida by Monday - the same day as
the start of the Republican National Convention in Tampa.
Texas Tech University has a number of researchers with extensive experience researching
hurricanes such as Rita, Katrina and Ike, and can speak as experts about various aspects of these
devastating storms.
•

John L. Schroeder (SHRAY-dur), professor of atmospheric science, visited affected
areas after both hurricanes Rita and Katrina to deploy instrumented towers that gather
high-resolution storm data at a time when most conventional observation systems fail.
Schroeder can offer insight into how hurricanes develop, move and react to various
meteorological elements. He is an expert on hurricane winds and has been actively
intercepting hurricanes since 1998. Schroeder can be reached at (806) 742-2813 or

john.schroeder@ttu.edu.
•

Bradley Ewing, professor of operations management in the Rawls College of Business,
has studied the economic impact of hurricanes and tornadoes for more than 12 years. He
can speak to the impact of hurricanes and tornadoes in cities such as Oklahoma City,
Corpus Christi, Wilmington, N.C., Miami, and Nashville, Tenn. Ewing can be reached

at (806) 742-3939 or bradley.ewing@ttu.edu.
•

Daan Liang, assistant professor of construction engineering technology, investigated
building damages caused by Hurricane Katrina using satellite images and aerial photos
along with ground survey results. Liang has studied how the construction of buildings
affects their vulnerability against severe windstorms with various probability models.
Recently, his research is focused on the advancement of remote sensing technology in
documenting and assessing wind damages to residential structures. Liang can be

reached at (806) 742-3538 or daan.liang@ttu.edu.
•

Larry Tanner, research associate, completed a six-month investigation working with the
FEMA mitigation assessment team on the wind damage to residential structures from
Hurricane Ike in Texas and Louisiana. He was also a member of the FEMA mitigation
assessment team that studied Hurricane Katrina. He led a team that recorded wind and

water damage along the coastline in Louisiana and Mississippi. Much of the damage
done by Katrina, he said, resulted from structures being built below the base flood
elevation - or the elevation that flood waters will rise to during a 100-year storm event
(meaning the storm only has a 1 percent chance of happening in a year). Tanner can be

reached at (806) 742-3476 ext. 336, or larcy.tanner@ttu.edu.
•

Ernst Kiesling, professor of civil engineering and executive director of the National
Storm Shelter Association, recommends that homeowners who live above the flood
plane in hurricane-prone areas buy a storm shelter for their home. As was seen in
Houston preceding Hurricane Rita, evacuations are stressful and expensive. They often
put immense strain on traffic corridors, leading to traffic jams and - in the case of
Houston - fatalities. By utilizing in-home shelters, some families who are not required
to evacuate can remain where they are and ease the traffic flow. However, Kiesling
urges buyers to look for a seal of the National Storm Shelter Association when they buy
a safe room for their home, because not all shelters are verified to be fully compliant
with current standards for storm shelters and to provide full protection from extreme
winds. Kiesling has more than 30 years of experience in the design, standards-writing
and quality control of storm shelters. He can be reached at (806) 742-3476, ext. 335 or

ernst.kiesling@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech University Breaks Ground on Burkhart Center
The school celebrates new facility for autism education and research.
Texas Tech University officials today (Aug. 24) broke ground on the new Burkhart
Center for Autism Education and Research, showcasing the impressive success the
program has worked for since its establishment.
The project will create a two-story autism education and research facility that includes
28,458 square feet of space for clinical facilities including the Burkhart Transition
Academy, Teacher Preparation Academy and outreach program.
"The Burkhart Center has been an outstanding asset to research at Texas Tech," said Kent
Hance, chancellor of the Texas Tech University System. "We are proud to have a center
devoted to autism education and excited about the opportunities the new facility will
offer."
The center will be located at 2908 18th Street, near Boston Avenue, and will house
research and support space, class laboratories, academic offices and a nationally branded
cafe. It will also feature an outdoor play area, public art and landscape enhancements.
Established in 2005, the Burkhart Center for Autism Education and Research is named
for Jim and Jere Lynn Burkhart who have made significant contributions to the
establishment and mission of the center.
"The new facility will allow us to continue our mission of improving the quality of life
for those affected by autism while serving the ongoing need for research and instruction,"
said Jim Burkhart. "We are thrilled with the growth of the program over the years and
look forward to even greater accomplishments in the future."
The Burkhart Center's primary objectives are to provide support and services for
individuals with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) and their families, train regular and
special education teachers, and conduct applied research that will increase the quality of
life of those affected by ASD. The center also provides a variety of resources in the areas
of adult transitions, technical assistance and community outreach services.
The Burkhart Center is currently located in the College of Education Building.
Construction is expected to be completed by August 2013.
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CONTACT: Robert Giovannetti, associate vice chancellor, Office of
Communications & Marketing, Texas Tech University System, (806) 742-0057 or
robert. giovannetti@ttu.edu.
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Former Astronaut Remembers the First Man on the Moon
Texas Tech Engineering Dean Statement on Passing of Neil Armstrong
Neil Armstrong took "a giant leap for mankind" when he became the first man to set foot
on the moon in 1969. Forty-three years later, the world mourns his passing.
Al Sacco, dean of the Whitacre College of Engineering, flew as payload specialist aboard
the Space Shuttle Columbia for mission STS-73 in 1995. He issued the following
statement:
"I only met Neil Armstrong one time. I was amazed that such a famous person was so
modest and unassuming. My colleagues told me he was the consummate test pilot, nerves
of steel and very intelligent. However when you talked to him, he was very understated
and very shy. He was just a very, very nice guy and a real American hero.
"It is a sad day for all humanity on planet earth. He was one of our best."
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
CONTACT: Al Sacco, dean, Whitacre College of Engineering, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-3451 or al.sacco-jr@ttu.edu.
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Hurricane Research Team Departs to Meet Isaac
Texas Tech Hurricane Research Team en route to Florida.
Forecasters have issued a hurricane warning for portions of the west coast of Florida
and the Florida Keys. Isaac, already responsible for several deaths in Haiti, is expected
to make landfall in Florida Monday, as a hurricane. The deadly storm could pose a risk
to Tampa, where the Republican National Convention is scheduled to kick off on
Monday. The Texas Tech Hurricane Research Team is headed there too, ready to brave
the storm and deploy StickNet probes to gather data.
John Schroeder, associate professor of atmospheric science, is a charter member and
director of the team. He is an expert on how hurricanes interact with man's built
environment at landfall and has been actively intercepting hurricanes since 1998.
"Our hurricane research team is dedicated to mitigating the effects of landfalling
hurricanes on life and property," Schroeder said. "To that end, we deploy instrumented
towers that gather high-resolution storm data at a time when most conventional
observation systems fail."
Schroeder explained that once the instruments are set, the team members head for
safety until the storm passes.
"We try to place everything and get out of the way before the wind gets much above
tropical storm force (39 mph). Any later, and things start falling, like tree branches,
power lines and other debris, which increases the danger and limits the team's
mobility."
Follow the team through status updates and pictures on Facebook.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: John Schroeder, associate professor of atmospheric sciences and
director of the Wind Science and Engineering Research Center (WISE), Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-3476 or john.schroeder@ttu.edu.
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Ribbon Cutting Scheduled for New Dining Facility
WHAT:

Ribbon-cutting ceremony for The Commons by United Supermarkets
stand-alone dining facility

WHEN:

10:30 a.m., Wednesday (Aug. 29)

WHERE:

18th Street and Boston Avenue, southeast comer
Texas Tech University

EVENT:

Officials and guests of Texas Tech will host a ribbon cutting ceremony to
celebrate the completion of The Commons by United Supermarkets. The
two-story food court is located next to the Boston Avenue Residence Hall
and features 20,500 square feet of various food outlets including a
Mongolian style grill, pizzeria, mini-market and Einstein Bros. Bagels.
Chancellor Kent Hance, Texas Tech University System leadership, and
Robert Taylor, CEO of United Supermarkets, will make remarks prior to
the ribbon cutting.

CONTACT: Robert Giovannetti, Office of Communications & Marketing, Texas
Tech University System, (806) 742-0057 or robert.giovannetti@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Partners with U.S. Department of Commerce on Brazil Trip
Lead advisor for international student development will participate in a trade mission.
On Aug. 30 (Thursday), Texas Tech University will send Maryann Greenberg, lead
advisor for international student development, on a week-long trip to Brasilia, Sao Paulo
and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The trip is part of an education trade mission with the U.S.
Department of Commerce to showcase higher education opportunities for students from
the U.S. and Brazil. Texas Tech is one of 66 partner universities.
Greenberg will participate in a series of college fairs and school visits with the U.S.
Department of State's Education USA Advising Centers. The mission includes education
sector briefings and a student fair at each of the three stops, with additional matchmaking
and networking sessions with local schools and faculty.
Greenberg also will visit schools with TTUISD partnerships, which provide opportunities
for high school students to receive a TTUISD diploma in addition to their Brazilian high
school diploma. Along with Under Secretary of Commerce for International Trade
Francisco J. Sanchez, Greenberg will make a special visit to Colegio Franciscano Pio XII
to discuss Texas Tech and TTUISD.
"Texas Tech has a unique position because of Texas Tech University high schools in
Brazil," Greenberg said. "Along with the TTUISD program, Texas Tech also provides
study abroad opportunities to Texas Tech students and attracts Brazilian students to our
undergraduate and graduate degree programs."
As part of the trip, Greenberg will provide information and resources to families who are
interested in sending students to Texas Tech after they have received a TTUISD diploma.
According to the International Trade Administration, Brazil ranks 14th among countries
sending students to the United States and total tuition and fees generated by these students
exceeds $257 million. According to Greenberg, Texas Tech seeks to benefit through its
science and technology programs.

In 2011, the Brazilian government launched an effort to increase its workforce in the
science and engineering fields, with a goal to have 100,000 Brazilians studying overseas
for at least one year at leading science and technology programs by the end of2015.
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"Texas Tech offers so many opportunities to students from Brazil, especially in areas such
as renewable energy, bioengineering, and other science and technology programs,"
Greenberg said. "The state of Texas is also a huge draw due to the number of Fortune 500
companies that can offer internships and cooperatives to students."
The education services trade mission seeks to advance President Obama' s National Export
Initiative, which aims to double U.S. exports by the end of2014, supporting economic and
job growth. Greenberg also points out that attracting a strong partnership with Brazilian
universities will help to diversify Texas Tech.
"We have the goal to globalize our campus," Greenberg said. "Students who have a global
outlook are going to be more competitive in the market place."
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Maryann Greenberg, lead advisor, international student development,
Office of International Affairs, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3667, or
maryann.greenberg@ttu.edu.
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Expert: New Orleans Is Prepared for Isaac
Texas Tech associate professor can discuss levee system failures and improvements.

PitchDD
Seven years to the day, a less powerful storm is forecasted to make landfall in New
Orleans, even as evidence of Hurricane Katrina's destruction still lingers in that city.
Much of the blame was centered on the catastrophic failures of the levee system,
designed to protect residents from the storm surge.
Isaac continues to gain strength Tuesday, and is expected to come ashore as a Category 1
hurricane. Texas Tech associate professor Ted Cleveland can provide insight as to the
state of the levees.

ExpertO
Ted Cleveland, associate professor, Department of Civil Engineering, Whitacre College
of Engineering, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3523 or theodore.cleveland@ttu.edu.
Talking Points 0 0
• Personal experience from Houston, during Tropical Storm Allison and Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita
• The levee system failures during Hurricane Katrina
• Design changes to the improved levee system
QuotesOD
• " During Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans' levee system actually did pretty well
until the pumps failed in one location and there was a piping breach. These
multiple points of failure contributed to the catastrophic failure we all watched on
TV."
• "Since that time, the piping problem is better understood. The system was rebuilt
and now incorporates interlocking levees, meaning that some parts can fail
without compromising the whole thing."
• "If this slow-moving storm continues at the current speed (10 mph) or faster, it
should pass over the city fast enough that the flood control system should perform
well. However, if it parks on the city and is a rainmaker, then there will be
changes."
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Provost Announces Interim Dean for Texas Tech's College of Arts & Sciences
Texas Tech University's Provost Bob Smith announced that Jeffrey Williams will serve
as the interim dean of College of Arts & Sciences.
Williams, also a professor of anthropology and the former chairman of the Department of
Sociology, Anthropology and Social Work, currently serves as the associate dean of
finance for the college. He replaces Lawrence Schovanec, who recently was named
interim president of the university.
"Dr. Williams is an ideal person to assume the interim deanship of the College of Arts &
Sciences at this time," Smith said. "He has served as the college's lead financial
administrator and is recognized for his financial expertise among other college deans and
associate deans. I believe he will serve very well in his new role in the college and the
university."
Williams said he was humbled by the appointment to assume the role of interim dean of
the college.
"As the largest college within the university and with the vast majority of the core
curriculum taught by the Arts & Sciences faculty, we interact with almost every graduate
of the university," Williams said. "While I know all the department chairpeople very well
through interactions regarding finance, I look forward to getting to know more of the
faculty who are teaching the courses and doing the research."
Faculty don't often have the opportunity to work on budget issues with college
administration, and Williams said he wanted to make an opportunity to provide more
knowledge to the faculty about the financial mechanisms of running a large and complex
college that is equally committed to teaching, research and service.
As associate dean of finance, Williams' primary responsibility was handling all matters
of budget/finance for the college' s 16 departments and working on the college's
implementation of the new Responsibility Center Management budget model that is
being adopted by the university.
Schovanec, the former dean, said he was pleased with Williams being named as interim.
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"Because of Dr. William's experience and effectiveness as associate dean of finance, he
is particularly well suited to serve as interim dean of the College of Arts & Sciences,"
Schovanec said. "His administrative skills will serve the college well in meeting its large
teaching obligation as it continues to grow and enhance the quality of its academic
programs and research activities. His academic credentials and appreciation for the
breadth of scholarly and creative activity in the college will make him a credible and
effective advocate for the faculty and students."
Williams taught previously at the University of Sydney (Australia), Vanderbilt and
Cleveland State University prior to coming to Texas Tech in 2006 to serve as chairman of
the Department Sociology, Anthropology and Social Work. He was appointed associate
dean of finance in fall 2010.
Areas of Williams' research concentration include primary language documentation,
language contact and change, sociolinguistics - fieldwork in Papua New Guinea,
throughout the West Indies (mostly Anglophone islands), U.S. - Southwest region
(Navajo language, Comanche language), Australia (with urban Aboriginal populations),
and Montagnard refugees in the U.S. (documentation of Jarai language). He worked as a
consultant for the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum in Cleveland while on
faculty at Cleveland State.
The College of Arts &Sciences at Texas Tech offers a wide variety of courses and
programs in the arts, humanities, mathematics, social and behavioral sciences, natural
sciences, and communications.
The largest of the colleges at Texas Tech, it offers 120 degree programs in 16
departments. Majors range from A to Z, from Anthropology to Zoology. With 8,333
undergraduate and 1,285 graduate students enrolled in the college, classes
may range in size from large lower division lecture courses to more intimate
upper division courses and graduate seminars.
CONTACT: Jeffrey Williams, Interim Dean, College of Arts & Sciences, Texas
Tech University, (806) 742-2400 ext. 223, or jeff.williams@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech University Celebrates New Dining Hall
Texas Tech University students and visitors have an exciting new option for on-campus
dining this year. Officials from Texas Tech University System today (Aug. 29) hosted a
ribbon-cutting ceremony to commemorate the opening of The Commons by United
Supermarkets located at 18th Street and Boston A venue.
The stand-alone facility features 20,500 square feet of various food outlets including a
Mongolian-style grill, pizzeria, mini-market and Einstein Bros. Bagels. The food court
also features second-story seating overlooking the food area, complete with a hand-blown
glass art installation by Studio Art's Desire of Garland.
"We are excited to offer state-of-the art facilities like The Commons by United
Supermarkets," said Kent Hance, chancellor of the Texas Tech University System. "The
need for more dining space reflects the impressive growth of our university, and I
am confident we will be able to accommodate increasing number of students in the
coming years."
The Commons by United Supermarkets was named in recognition of the company' s $3
million donation to the Texas Tech University System that created two new student
scholarship programs at Texas Tech University and supports the growing nursing
program at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center. The gift was the secondlargest financial contribution in the history of the family-owned grocery stores and
benefited the system's $1 billion capital campaign, Vision & Tradition: The Campaign
for Texas Tech.
The bulk of the gift established the United Supermarkets Graduate Fellowship
Endowment, which provides research support for graduate students at Texas Tech. A
total of $2 million is being used to endow these fellowships, which are eligible for
matching funds from the Texas Research Incentive Program.
"United Supermarkets is an outstanding corporate citizen," Hance said. "Once again we
thank them for doing more than their share to help us in all that we do in educating our
students at Texas Tech."
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The Commons by United Supermarkets is located next to the new Boston Avenue
Residence Hall and is now open to both commuters and students living on-campus.
Groundbreaking for the project was held in May 2011 .

CONTACT: Robert Giovannetti, associate vice chancellor, Office of
Communications & Marketing, Texas Tech University System, (806) 742-0057,
robert.giovannetti@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech University Interim President Hosts Welcome Picnic
WHAT:

The President's Welcome Picnic

WHEN:

11 :30 a.m. -1 p .m. Friday (Aug. 31)

WHERE:

North Plaz.a, Student Union Building

EVENT:

Interim President Lawrence Schovanec will host the annual President's
Welcome Picnic for Texas Tech students. Free hot dogs will be served by
Texas Tech administrators.
Formerly dean of the College of Arts & Sciences, Schovanec was
appointed as interim president before the fall semester. He will serve for
an indefinite period of time as a search committee works to select a
replacement for Guy Bailey, the 15th and former president of Texas Tech.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.

CONTACT: Sarah Barron, coordinator of presidential services, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-2121, or sarah.barron@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Researcher Cites Complacency, Apathy For Recent West Nile Outbreak
With almost 1,600 cases of West Nile Virus and 66 mortalities reported to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) nationwide, officials are calling the recent West
Nile virus outbreak the largest ever seen in the United States.
Steve Presley is a zoonotic disease researcher at The Institute of Environmental and
Human Health at Texas Tech University and the chairman of the City of Lubbock Board
of Health. He said complacency and apathy probably have played a role in the recent
spike of recorded cases since interest in the now-endemic disease has tapered off after the
initial nation-wide spread of the disease in 2002 and 2003.
"It's very concerning what's going on in Dallas and Tarrant counties," Presley said. "As a
good comparison, Harris County, which is Houston, has seven cases. Fort Bend
southwest of Houston has two cases. Come up here to Tarrant, and there are 136 cases,
Dallas has 158 cases and Denton has 82. It's just a little pocket there in that big urban
area Metroplex where it's just rampant."

, he said. Though unconfirmed, Presley said it's also possible the virus may have mutated
into a more virulent form, since more cases of neuro-invasive West Nile virus have been
reported than the one causing flu-like symptoms.
"I wouldn't be surprised if the virus hasn't changed in its virulence," Presley said.
"That' s what viruses do. Of the some of the recent cases in Texas, 440 were West Nile
neuro-invasive and 450 were West Nile fever. But you have to be careful with-those
statistics. With West Nile fever, the majority of fever sufferers don't report it because
they think it's a summer cold. They don't go to the doctor, so it's never diagnosed. These
290 human cases are confirmed through blood tests."

In northwestern Texas, a mosquito known as Culex tarsalis is largely responsible for
carrying West Nile virus, Presley said. A large part of controlling any kind ofmosquitoborne disease is using larvicides. Routine spraying and treating standing water can
drastically reduce mosquito populations and the chances of contracting the diseases they
carry.
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As of Friday, Lubbock has four confirmed cases of West Nile Virus, he said. However,
because of recent rains, mosquito populations will probably increase as will the
likelihood of more infected people.
People should refrain from staying outside during dusk and dawn if possible, he said.
Wear insect repellents containing DEET and long pants and shirtsleeves. Drain any
standing water in dog bowls, flower pots, empty cans or other vessels and keep tall grass
and weeds mowed short.
"Future research and follow-up to this unprecedented epidemic of West Nile virus in the
DFW Metroplex will likely investigate the stark contrast between high numbers of West
Nile virus-positive mosquito numbers and low numbers of human cases reported in the
Houston area compared to far lower numbers of positive mosquitoes in the Metroplex
area but very high numbers of human cases," he said.

CONTACT: Steve Presley, research coordinator for the Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt
Jr. National Program for Countermeasures to Biological and Chemical Threats at
The Institute of Environmental and Human Health (TIEHH), Texas Tech
University, (806) 885-4567 or steve.presley@tiehh.ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Law Earns Top 20 Best Value Ranking for Fifth Time
Texas Tech University School of Law has again earned a Top 20 ranking by The National Jurist
magazine in its Best Value Law Schools issue. Listed at No. 18, up from No. 20 in 2011, Texas
Tech Law is once again the only Texas law school ranked this year. Texas Tech Law has been
ranked in the Top 20 in all five of the magazine's Best Value issues.
Best Value schools are determined based on tuition, bar passage, average student indebtedness,
and graduates' employment after nine months, all categories in which Texas Tech Law excels.
Dean Darby Dickerson noted that the school' s relatively low tuition, strong record of bar passage
and commitment to work with students and alumni to find quality jobs are factors that draw
students to the school.
"We were in a small group of law schools this year that experienced an increase in admissions
applications," Dickerson said. "I attribute this increase in large measure to the fact that we
provide students with a high-quality, yet affordable, education that prepares them to enter a wide
variety of legal and business positions."
Another hallmark of a Texas Tech Law education is the personalized experience that students
receive both inside and outside the classroom.
" We work closely with students to identify career paths by utilizing a one-on-one approach to
develop job search skills and to prepare students for the modem-day realities of a legal career,"
said Julie Doss, assistant dean for external relations.
The magazine's Fall 2012 issue is available online, and the Best Value article can be found at
http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/cypress/nationaljurist0912/index.php#/20.
Find more information about Texas Tech University School of Law at www.law.ttu.edu.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
Contact: Celeste Villarreal, communications coordinator, Texas Tech School of Law,
(806) 742-3990 ext. 249, or celeste.villarreal@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Ranks Among Best Buys for Special Education Master's Programs
According to a recent survey by GetEducated.com, Texas Tech University ranks 11th in
the country as a best buy for an online master's degree in special education.
The program, housed in the College of Education, has been independently reviewed,
compared to its national peers, and found to offer one of the "Best Buys" nationwide for
special educators for whom college affordability has become a critical issue.
"It is nice for our special education online master' s program to be recognized for this
achievement," said Scott Ridley, dean of the college. "The most important quality of this
program though, is its rigor and emphasis on performance-based learning to immediately
improve outcomes for individuals with disabilities."
The Get Educated Best Buys rankings for an online master' s in special education are
based on comparing tuition and distance learning fees at 35 different programs. Each
ranking list specifies the exact data set, and the empirical cost and affordability ranking
compared to a university's peers.
A million online students visit GetEducated.com annually seeking advice on which of
3,000-plus online education programs best meet their needs.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter
@TexasTechMedia.
CONTACT: Robin Lock, program coordinator and professor, College of Education,
(806) 742-0876 or robin.lock@ttu.edu.
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