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I TEXAS TECH UNIVERSrIY" 

Advisory 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 5, 2012 
CONTACT: Patrick Gonzales, patrick.gonzales@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

Texas Tech College of Education Training Teachers with High-Tech Equipment 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

Texas Tech University has the first college of education in the nation to 
adopt the use of Teachscape Reflect Video - a robust online software 
platform that supports professional growth, improves reflective learning, 
and strengthens teaching practice - with undergraduate teacher 
candidates. 

8:30 a.m.-1 :30 p.m. Friday (Jan. 6) 

College of Education Room 001, Texas Tech University Campus 

Twenty middle school teacher candidates in a new pilot program called 
TechTeach will receive a Teachscape Mini-rig and Reflect Video 
subscription, equipment needed to record, upload and evaluate their 
teaching behaviors. 

The teaching candidates will receive their equipment at 1 p.m., after the 
morning's training. 

Use of the Teachscape equipment supports the movement in the college 
toward a clinically-intensive, competency-based evaluation system for 
teacher candidates, and the bridging of the theory-practice gap in teacher 
education coursework, which is frequently cited as a limitation of teacher 
preparation programs. 

By 2013, all teacher candidates in the College of Education (550 each 
year) will be issued a mini-rig for use during coursework and the year
long teaching practicum. Use of the gear will enable teacher candidates to 
analyze their own teaching behaviors and allow Texas Tech to expand its 
teacher education program beyond the driving limits of the South Plains. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONT ACT: Doug Hamman, director of Teacher Education, College of Education, 
(806) 742-1997 ext. 244, or doug.hamman@ttu.edu. 
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' TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY" 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan 5, 2012 
CONTACT: John Davis,john.w.davis@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Expert: U.S. Supreme Court Weighs In on West Texas Redistricting Flap 

Pitch 
On Jan. 9, U.S. Supreme Court justices will hear arguments regarding the district lines 
drawn by state lawmakers and those created by a federal court in San Antonio. A Texas 
Tech University political scientist can discuss why the unprecedented controversy has 
created questions as to how or if incumbents will plan to run for reelection as well as 
which of the dueling maps will be upheld and why. 

Expert 
Craig Goodman, assistant professor of political science, (806) 742-4047 office, (806) 
790-8715 mobile, craig.goodman@ttu.edu. 

Talking Points 
• If the Supreme Court sides with the initial map drawn by state legislators, it will 

likely allow Republicans to gain a few more seats in the House delegation and 
allow several ambitious Republican candidates to get a foothold in Washington, 
D.C. 

• The San Antonio map favors Democrats because of the growth of the Hispanic 
population in the state and allows the Democratic Party to avoid some really 
tough fights - notably Doggett v. Castro. 

• At the state level, the map drawn by the legislature would also imperil a few 
Democratic incumbents and allow the party to avoid some very tough Republican 
primaries. Depending on the Court's rationale - whether it upholds portions of 
the Voting Rights Act - that could be the more signific.ant development. 

• The most significant effect for 2012 is that the primary date was moved to April 
3. The later primary date could mean less interest in the presidential contest and 
lower turnout could benefit some of the more conservative Republican candidates 
seeking the nomination in state and federal races. This could matter a great deal in 
the Senate race and whether David Dewhurst gets the necessary 50 percent of the 
vote to avoid a run-off. 

Quotes 
• "There is nothing comparable to the current situation in Texas history where so 

much uncertainty exists at the filing deadline for candidates. The closest 
similarities occurred in 1994 when a federal court struck down three districts 
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under the state's redistricting plan and 2006 when the U.S. Supreme Court 
required some minor alterations following the mid-decade redistricting." 

• "Given that the Supreme Court ordered a stay and scheduled oral arguments for 
next month, I don't think the maps from the San Antonio court carry much 
weight. More interesting could be what the federal district court in Washington, 
D.C. rules with regard to pre-clearance and the new districts." 

• "The tougher issue right now is that planning a campaign is hard because you 
don't know where you need to build name recognition, whether donors will give 
money, and the timetable from the Supreme Court is not clear." 

• "Incumbents always start every campaign with an advantage because they are 
already known and none of the existing congressional districts with the exception 
of Lloyd Doggett's 25th have been dramatically altered. However, for a freshman 
like Blake Farenthold (R-Corpus Christi) in the 27th District, the uncertainty is a 
bigger problem because his district could be drawn further north into Ron Paul's 
district. There are Republicans who have been waiting to run for a while. The 
bottom line is that incumbents will be able to raise sufficient funds to compete." 



' TEXAS TECH UNIVERSf!Y 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 10, 2011 
CONTACT: Karin Slyker, karin.slyker@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

SPICE to Host Fifth Annual Lubbock Open 
Chess tournament open to all ages. 

Texas Tech University, the Susan Polgar Institute for Chess Excellence (SPICE), the Susan 
Polgar Foundation and the Knight Raiders will host the fifth annual Lubbock Open, a five
round Swiss system tournament, open to all ages. This event is a U.S. Chess Federation
rated individual tournament. 

All events will be held Saturday (Jan. 28) at the Lubbock Science Spectrum (2579 S. Loop 
289). A United States Chess Federation (USCF) membership is required and can be 
obtained online at www.uschess.org or on site. 

On-site registration and check-in will be held from 9 to 10:15 a.m. All pre-registered 
players must check in by 10:15 a.m. 

Entry fees are $15 before Jan. 20, $20 before Jan. 27 and $25 on site. 

For more information call (806) 742-7742 or visit www.SPICE.ttu.edu. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: Paul Truong, director of marketing, SPICE, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 742-7742 or paul.truong@ttu.edu. 
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' TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY" 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 11, 2012 
CONTACT: Patrick Gonzales, patrick.gonzales@ttu.edu 

(806) 834-3696 

News Release 

Expert: Martin Luther King's Message Still Relevant Today 

PitchOO 
As we prepare to celebrate Martin Luther King Day, his legacy remains important 
because many of the struggles he fought for - health care benefits, high-quality education 
and a living wage for all Americans - are unresolved today. 

ExpertO 
Karlos Hill, assistant professor of history, (806) 742-3744 or karloskhill@gmail.com 

Talking PointsD 0 
• Why is it important for our country to continue observing Martin Luther King 

Day as a federal holiday? 
• Do critics of the holiday have valid arguments? 
• How is King's legacy still relevant more than 40 years later? 

QuotesOO 
• "It is important that King' s birthday remain a federal holiday because it is a 

necessary symbol of the nation's commitment to racial equality." 
• "Critics of Martin Luther King Day argue that it is unprecedented and unfair to 

celebrate the life of one civilian, no matter their contributions to U.S. society. In 
general, this is a reasonable argument; however, in principle it is morally 
bankrupt. The holiday is much bigger than King. King represents a whole 
generation of Americans who strived to make this country live up to its creed that 
'all men are created equal."' 

• "At the end of King's life, he advocated that all Americans receive full health care 
benefits, a high-quality education and a living wage. Given the economic 
downturn of2008 and its dire consequences for the average American, King's 
vision is as relevant as it was in the 1960s." 
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News Release 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan.11, 2012 
CONTACT: Melanie Hess, melanie.hess@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

Super Saturdays Now Open for Spring Enrollment 

Super Saturdays, an academic enrichment program facilitated by Texas Tech University for 
children in kindergarten through sixth grade, is now open for spring enrollment. 

For four consecutive Saturdays between Feb. 11 and March 4, children will have the opportunity 
to learn about a variety of areas from Texas Tech faculty, graduate students and public school 
teachers. Some of these include art, toxicology, animal science, architecture, cooking, theatre, 
and LEGO-robotics. 

Courses last two hours each and cost an average of $86 for the four weeks, but fees vary 
according to subject. 

Super Saturdays are offered by Texas Tech' s Institute for the Development and Enrichment of 
Advanced Learners (IDEAL) with the primary goal of helping children narrow their field of 
interest by exposing them to hands-on courses in a variety of subject areas. 

For more information, contact IDEAL at (806) 742-2420 or visit www.ideal.ttu.edu. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: Cindy Parnell, Unit Coordinator, IDEAL, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-
2420 or cindy.parnell@ttu.edu. 



' TEXAS TECH UNIVERSJ'IY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 12, 2012 
CONTACT: John Davis,john.w.davis@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Expert: Nicotine Replacement Therapies Only Part of 
Physical, Mental Challenge of Quitting Smoking 

Pitch 
A recent study by the Harvard School of Public Health and the University of 
Massachusetts Boston found that nicotine replacement therapies such as nicotine gum or 
patches are no more effective in helping people quit smoking than quitting alone. 

Lee Cohen, a smoking cessation expert and clinical psychologist, can explain what 
smokers should think about before quitting as well as what makes a successful quitting attempt. 
Though nicotine replacement therapies are recommended by clinical practice guidelines, Cohen is 
proponent of confectionary chewing gum and other healthy alternatives. And while nicotine 
replacement therapies might help some people, they are not a permanent solution or 
guaranteed to take all cravings away. 

Expert 
Lee Cohen, chairman of the Department of Psychology, (806) 742-3711 ext. 224, 
lee.cohen@ttu.edu. 

Talking Points 
• Smoking is the No. 1 cause of preventable death in the U.S. 
• Usually, people require a significant reason to make a change to quit smoking, 

such as a health reason or becoming a parent or grandparent. 
• The exact personality factors that lead to quitting success are not well understood. 
• Smokers often don't succeed in quitting on the first several tries. The average 

number of quit attempts is seven before someone is successful. 
• Only 7 percent will be successful in the first try. 
• Medications can help, but quitters should look at both psychological as well as 

physical issues. 
• Quitting smoking is ultimately up to the individual. 

Quotes 
• "Quitting any addictive drug is complicated. With smoking, it's even more so 

because it's a legal drug. It's associated with so many things. Smokers often 
wonder, ' What am I going to do with all this time? How am I going to drink my 
coffee without a cigarette? How am I going to eat my meal without a cigarette? 
It' s part of everything they do, which complicates quitting." 
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• "It's very normal for smokers not to succeed quitting on the first several tries. 
Whether you're ultimately successful, you've learned something for the next time 
you make that quit attempt. It' s important to look at what it was about previous 
attempts that led you to fail" 

• "It's standard now to offer smokers medication. But medication won't be enough. 
It' s not as simple as just slipping a patch on. People should get into some sort of 
group with people they can talk to. It' s very interesting how someone who tries 
and fails nwnerous times can be very successful when they're talking to people 
who understand." 



' TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY" 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 13, 2012 
CONTACT: Karin Slyker, karin.slyker@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Friday the 13•h: Nothing to be Afraid of? 

PitchOO 
Call it what you want, friggatriskaidekaphobia or paraskevidekatriaphobia, both are 
defined as the fear of Friday the 13th, but perhaps the only thing we may have to fear is 
fear itself. 

ExpertO 
Rob Weiner, associate librarian, Texas Tech University Library, (806) 742-2238 ext. 282, 
or rob.weiner@ttu.edu. 

Talking PointsO 0 
• The superstition of Friday the 13th 
• The Friday the 13th movie and television series 
• Friday the 13th in popular culture 0 

QuotesDD 
• "I think the whole Friday the 13th thing gets blown out of proportion. It is like the 

13th floor not existing in hotels and office buildings. One of those weird 
superstitions where the no. 13 is supposedly cursed." 

• "The Friday the 13th movie franchise certainly helped perpetuate the notion, but it 
also brought about one of the most popular Boogie-men in film history, Jason, 
through the course of 12 films. The franchise made millions and became part of 
the general popular culture landscape with Jason being the subject of books, 
action figures, cartoons, fan films and fiction and even mash-ups." 
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' TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY" 

Advisory 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 17, 2012 
CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, leslie.cranford@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

Texas Tech Rawls College of Business Students Celebrate Building Opening 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

Texas Tech University's Rawls College of Business Opening Celebration 
"An Evening at the Rawls" presented by the RCOBA Ambassadors 

4 p.m. Wednesday (Jan. 18) 

First-floor main entrance of the new building. 

Located off Flint A venue near Ninth Street, just west of Dan Law Baseball Field, 
the state-of-the-art building is open to students this semester, with the first day of 
classes Jan. 19. The building features undergraduate and graduate classrooms, 
faculty and staff offices and various professional and educational spaces. 

The event, which is for registered students of the college, includes 
comments from Dean Allen Mcinnes, tours, door prizes and refreshments. 
Commemorative T-shirts are available for the first 300 registered Rawls 
students. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas·at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: Catherine McGovern, communications coordinator, Rawls College of 
Business, (806) 834-5315, or catherine.mcgovem@ttu.edu. 
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I TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY' 

Advisory 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 17, 2012 
CONTACT: Karin Slyker, karin.slyker@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

Texas Tech to Celebrate the Vietnamese New Year 

Tet, the Vietnamese New Year 

3 p.m.-5 p.m. Thursday (Jan. 19) 

The International Cultural Center Hall of Nations 

A special presentation will be given by the Vietnamese Student 
Association. Traditional Vietnamese food will be served. 

Jan. 23, 2012, ushers in the Lunar Year of the Dragon. In Vietnam, one of 
12 animals of the zodiac represents each year. In many Asian cultures, 
including Vietnam, the Year of the Dragon is considered to be the most 
desirable year to be born in, as the dragon brings luck, strength, 
independence, nobility, wisdom and a promising future. It is believed that 
the Year of the Dragon brings good fortune to people, including wealth, 
health, good marriages and new children. 

The Vietnamese people regard Tet as their most important holiday. Food 
preparation for Tet is very time-consuming and often requires days of 
cooking and, prior to the celebrations, people clean, paint and decorate 
their homes. People avoid cleaning during Tet so that good luck will not 
be "swept away." 

This is a free event open to the public. 

For more information, please call (806) 742-3742 or visit 
http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/events/tet/. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Steve Maxner, director, Vietnam Center and Archive, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 773-8105 or steve.maxner@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 17,2012 
CONTACT: Melanie Hess, melanie.hess@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

Eleven Texas Tech Undergraduate Researchers Selected for National Conference 

Selected from among 3,500 abstracts across the nation, 11 Texas Tech University Center for 
Undergraduate Research students were chosen to present research findings at the 2012 National 
Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR) on March 29-31 in Ogden, Utah. 

Hosted annually, the NCUR conference promotes undergraduate research, scholarship and 
creative activity in all fields of study. 

2012 will-mark§ the third year the Center for Undergraduate Research has supported student 
involvement to the NCUR, and Texas Tech students will present research on a variety of topics 
ranging from microbiology to communication and gender studies. 

Jeannie Diaz, director of the Texas Tech Center for Undergraduate Research, said the center 
believes it is important to support Texas Tech participation at NCUR, as the conference provides 
a platform to showcase research findings for students in the arts, humanities, social sciences, and 
STEM fields. It also provides an excellent opportunity for students to network with more than 
2,000 peers. 

"This is exciting for Texas Tech University," Diaz said. "It promotes student research on a 
national level while supporting creative scholarship and student success." 

Students selected to present, and their respective research topics include: 

• Ann Marie Scott, Microbiology/Immunology: Selenocystamine inhibits the growth of 
oppurtunistic pathogen P. aeruginosa, and prevents biofilm formation 

• David South, Computer Science: Integration of the Alice 3D Programming 
Environment with Robotics to Stimulate Interest in Computing 

• Jess Lees, Physiology: Vacuolar proton ATPases Extrude Acid at the Cell Surface in 
Human Cancer Cells 

• Kathryn King, Marketing: The Effect of Design and Color in Consumer Perception of 
the Sweetness Levels of Wine 

• Co-presenters: Kelly Butler, Education and Candace Prater Miller: Creativity in the 
Classroom: Synthesis of Effective Teachers and their Classrooms 

• Lotoya Broughton, Psychology: Teachers' and Mothers' Perception of Low-Income 
African American and Hispanic Children's Behavior and Parenting Strategies and 
Effectiveness 



• Mwansa Chiyenge, Engineering Technology: Watershed Management for the 
Canyon Lake System in Lubbock, TX. 

• Mwale Chiyenge, Engineering Technology: Degradation of Pharmaceuticals in Water 
by Superoxide Produced by Reaction of Selenocystamine with Sulfur; 

• Rachel Bottlinger, Communications: Cognitive and Emotional Processing of Music 
• Tory Ervin, Women and Gender Studies: Comparing Feminist Attitudes and Feminist 

Identity: Is a Rose by Any Other Name Still a Rose; Psychology: Distinction Worth 
Examination and Mediation Effect of Harshness of Discipline on the Relationship 
between Maternal Education Level and Young Children's Receptive Vocabulary 

CONTACT: Jeannie Diaz, director, Center for Undergraduate Research, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-1095 or jeanne.diaz@ttu.edu 



' TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY" 

Advisory 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 17, 2012 
CONT ACT: Karin Slyker, karin.slyker@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

Intelligence Analyst and Military Historian to Speak at Texas Tech Law School 

WHO: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

Lewis "Bob" Sorley, author 

7 p.m., Jan. 25 

Lanier Auditorium, Texas Tech University School of Law, 18th Street and 
Indiana A venue. 

Sorley, a graduate of West Point, served as an executive officer in 
Vietnam from 1963-1966. He later served as Assistant Secretary of 
General Staff, Office of the Chief of Staff, and commanded a tank 
battalion in West Germany. This was followed by time on the faculty of 
the U.S. Anny War College and later work as Chief of the Policy and 
Plans Division of the CIA. 

Sorley is the author of many books, including "A Better War: The 
Unexamined Victories and Final Tragedy of America' s Last Years in 
Vietnam." 

This event is the latest in a series of distinguished speakers hosted by The 
Vietnam Center and Archive, as part of an effort to further the study of the 
Vietnam War' s lasting influence on American politics, society and culture. 
The guest lecture series continues through November 2012. 

Admission to all lectures is free and open to the public. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: Mary Saffell, associate director, The Vietnam Center and Archive, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-9010 or mary.saffell@ttu.edu. 
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' TEXAS TECH UNIVERSrIY 

Laverie said the college has 3,600 students. Based on the faculty they currently have, that 
is a good number from an accreditation standpoint where student-to-faculty ratio is 
important. 

"We have 700 graduate students and are looking to grow our master' s and doctoral 
programs," Laverie said. 

"The business school has made huge strides over the past decade," Rawls said. "I think 
Dean Allen Mcinnes has been a terrific addition to the school. The quality of the faculty 
and the quality of the students have improved. Every metric we can use to measure 
performance in our business school is better today than it was a decade ago. But when we 
come back 10 years from now, we're going to say the same thing." 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: Catherine McGovern, communications coordinator, Rawls College of 
Business, (806) 834-5315 (office), (214) 632-4839 (cell), or 
catherine.mcgovem@ttu.edu. 
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' TEXAS TECH UNIVERS!'IY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 18, 2012 

News Release 

CONT ACT: Leslie Cranford; leslie.cranford@ttu.edu 
(806) 742-2136 

Getting Down to Business: New Rawls Building Sets New Standard for Education 

Jerry S. Rawls doesn't even try to contain his pride in the new structure that bears his 
name. 

"All of the years of planning, and all of the years of dreaming and finally it' s a reality. 
And now we're about to move in and start classes," Rawls said in December at the ribbon 
cutting of the new Texas Tech University Rawls College of Business building. "This 
building sets the standard that Texas Tech will use forever as the baseline of what 
academic buildings should look like." 

Students, both undergraduate and graduate, begin classes in the massive state-of-the-art 
structure this week. 

The main purpose of the new building is to improve student learning, said Debbie 
Laverie, professor and Rawls College of Business senior associate dean. 

"Business education has moved to experiential learning - students doing things, thinking 
about what they are learning and applying that. This occurs through case method, service 
learning, personal response systems and role playing, among others," Laverie said. 

Laverie explained the college' s previous building did not provide a space for deep 
learning like this to occur, with fixed seats and tables. The college's new home offers 
tables and chairs that move and white boards on the walls for student teams to report 
with. 

Texas Tech President Guy Bailey lauded the dedication of everyone involved in the 
project and those whose lives would be touched by the building in the future. 

"This new building is a testament to the commitment and direction of the leadership of 
the Rawls College and representative of the university' s commitment to our students," 
Bailey said. "Let this serve as a monument in honor of past graduates, those who made 
today possible and all future students who walk through the doors of the Rawls College 
of Business." 
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"Technology is available in all classrooms and common space," Laverie said. "Mediasite, 
which is the leading webcasting platform that captures class instruction, is in every 
classroom as well, and students emolled in the class can review the lecture until they 
understand the course material. That tool has been very powerful in our experiments with 
the technology and student learning in accounting." 

However, business students in all majors throughout the college will benefit from the 
educational value of the building's amenities. Programs such as the global supply chain 
management concentration, the energy commerce program, and graduate programs like 
the Master of Science in Accounting and the executive-style MBA will find new 
dynamics using the new tools. 

Every room is equipped with personal response system recorders. Students answer 
questions using clickers or smartphones and their answers are captured and stored 
electronically, great to assess learning and engage students, Laverie said. Additionally, 
document cameras are in all rooms for faculty to display timely examples. 

Dawn Wolff, a junior management information systems major from Bullhead City, Ariz., 
is eager to get classes underway so that she can spend time in the building. 

"The natural lighting throughout the entire building, including the basement, is a much 
more welcoming and engaging environment," Wolff said. "You actually enjoy being 
there, which makes studying a much less tedious experience. The technology in the 
classrooms is phenomenal, and this gives students access to many valuable tools. 

"Overall, I feel a great amount of pride by being in this building. It's a place where we 
can come and study what we love, interact with the faculty who are shaping us, and work 
closely with our peers. I have always felt that the Rawls College is proud of its students, 
and now that's been taken to a whole new level by giving us an environment to excel." 

The new facilities also will allow for more conferences, symposiums, presentations and 
banquets that will strengthen ties between the school and business leaders. Recruiters also 
will have convenient access to prospective students in a Career Center that mutually 
benefits employers and candidates. Stronger relationships between academia and business 
will create a synergy of fresh ideas that will enrich faculty, students and professionals. 

"The building is going to be key in recruiting in the broadest sense," Rawls said. "I don't 
care whether you are recruiting somebody for the business school, the engineering school 
or if you want a football player to come here, the answer is they're going to bring them 
over here and walk them through this building and say this is the kind of school that 
Texas Tech is. And it's going to be important also in recruiting faculty members. My 
hope has always been that one of the real impacts of this building is going to be in our 
ability to attract the very best and brightest faculty members." 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Student Health and Rec Center Kick Off the New Year with a Hot Start 
Students encouraged to bring in the new semester with a night of salsa dancing. 

As part of Texas Tech University's Raider Winter Welcome Week, the Student 
Recreation Center will host a Salsa Night Friday (Jan. 20) from 10 p.m. to midnight. 

"This is a great event for students and what better way to kick off their semester," said 
Scott Layher, assistant director of marketing for Recreational Sports. "It's a late night 
activity that's free, fun, and may be a little out of their comfort zone. We are here for the 
students and are we are trying to provide programming that best fits our student 
population." 

Whether a beginner or an advanced salsa dancer, students are invited to enjoy the beat
and heat - of salsa. Salsa instructors will show students new moves, as well as raffle off 
salsa lessons to students who check in to the event on the Guns Up All Night facebook 
page. Impact Tech, a group of peer health educators on campus, and student athletes will 
be serving up "mocktails" such as raider punch, and providing chips and salsa donated by 
United Supermarkets. 

Salsa Night is an effort of Student Health Services, the Student Recreational Center, 
Texas Tech Athletics, and the Alcohol Prevention Coalition, comprising organizations 
from both the Texas Tech campus and the Lubbock community. 

CONTACT: Delia Tibbs, clinic office manager, (806) 74~-2844 ext. 281 or 
delia. tibbs@ttuhsc.edu. 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Presidential Lecture & Performance Series Spring Line-up 

The second half of Texas Tech University's Presidential Lecture and Performance Series 
taking place this spring will feature Ailey II, a critically acclaimed dance company, 
Anoushka Shankar, a sitar musician, Billy Collins, a former United States Poet Laureate 
and the Santa Fe Opera Spring Tour. 

General Admission tickets are $15 for all events and are available through all Select-A
Seat locations or by calling (806) 770-2000. Texas Tech students will receive one free 
ticket with valid ID at the Student Union Building information booth located at the 
entrance to the Allen Theatre on the campus of Texas Tech. 

• Feb. 17: Ailey II will perform at the Allen Theatre at 7 p.m. Ailey II is a critically 
acclaimed dance company that presents dazzling performances and innovative 
community programs across the country and internationally. Ailey II dancers are 
considered to be some of the most talented of their generation. The dance 
company is under the artistic direction of former Ailey dancer Sylvia Waters. The 
Ailey spirit shines as these artists perform an exhilarating and diverse repertoire 
that includes Alvin Ailey's timeless classics and thrilling new works by today's 
most outstanding choreographers. 

• March 30: Anoushka Shankar will perform at the Allen Theatre at 7 p.m. She is a 
unique sitar musician and has emerged as one of the leading figures in world 
music today. Shankar is deeply rooted in Indian classical music, having studied 
exclusively with her father, the legendary Ravi Shankar, and is now one of the 
foremost performers in that tradition. She has flourished as a performer and 
composer, exploring fertile ground in the crossover between Indian music and a 
variety of genres including electronic, jazz, flamenco and Western classical 
music. 

• April 20: Former United States Poet Laureate Billy Collins will appear at the 
Allen Theatre at 7 p.m. His last three collections of poems have broken sales 
records for poetry. This program was funded in part by a grant from the Sybil B. 
Harrington Endowment for the Arts of the Lubbock Area Foundation. Collins' 
work has appeared in a variety of periodicals including The New Yorker, The 
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Paris Review and The American Scholar. Collins is a Guggenheim fellow and a 
New York Public Library "Literary Lion." 

• April 29: The Santa Fe Opera will perform at Hemmle Recital Hall at 7 p.m. The 
Santa Fe Opera's Apprentice Program has been helping young singers establish 
their careers since Santa Fe Opera founder John Crosby created the program as 
part of the opera's debut season in 1957. Touring dozens of cities throughout New 
Mexico and Texas, these talented singers perform a wide-ranging repertoire 
ranging from songs of the season to musical theater selections and even sacred 
music. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: Jo Moore, Presidential Lecture & Performance Series, (806) 742-0700 
or jo.moore@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Judging Teams Begin Season Strong at National Western 

With teams coming in first, third and fourth places, Texas Tech University's meat, wool 
and livestock judging teams once again proved that Texas Tech' s judging program is one 
of the most consistent and competitive in the nation at the recent National Western Stock 
Show and Rodeo held in Denver, Colo. 

"I am once again proud of the consistency we have developed in our judging program 
here at Tech," said Horn Professor Mark Miller, co-coach of the meat judging team and 
the San Antonio Livestock Show Distinguished Chair in Meat Science. "Each team has a 
competitive spirit that drives them to excellence." 

The Meat Judging Team began its season with a 156-point victory, posting a total team 
score of 4,144 points. They won the beef grading, beef judging, overall beef, lamb 
judging, placing and reasons divisions. 

Oklahoma State University, Texas A&M University, Angelo State University and Kansas 
State University finished second through fifth, respectively. 

The Red Raiders also boasted the top four individuals in the competition and had five of 
the top-ten individuals in the alternate division. 

Individual placements are as follows: 
• Bo Hutto, a sophomore from Hondo, placed first overall 
• Heather Rode, a sophomore from Doss, placed second overall 
• Valerie Manning, a sophomore from Mabank, placed third overall 
• Dewayne Phillips, a sophomore from Stephenville, placed fourth overall 

In the alternate division: 
• Steven Ebeling, a sophomore from Plainview, placed first 
•Dan Crownover, a sophomore from Italy, placed second 
•Weston Burson, a sophomore from Florence, placed third 
• Garydale Grubelnik, a junior from Raton, N.M. , placed sixth 
• Colton Christian, a sophomore from Farwell, placed tenth 

Additional team members include Tanner Adams, a sophomore from Sanger; Bradley 
Davis, a junior from Lubbock; Trevor King, a sophomore from Winnsboro; and Zac 
Miller, a sophomore from Seymour. 
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The team is coached by graduate students Collin Corbin and Henry Ruiz along with 
Miller; it will compete at two more contests this spring including the Southwestern in 
Fort Worth and the Houston Livestock Show. 

The Wool Judging Team was narrowly defeated in its competition, with only one point 
separating the top three teams. South Dakota State won the contest, Texas A&M finished 
second and the Texas Tech team finished third with the same score and won the grading 
division. 

The Livestock Judging Team began its spring with a competitive fourth place finish 
behind Texas A&M University, Oklahoma State University and Iowa State University. 

The National Western Stock Show began in 1906 and is one of the nation's oldest and 
largest shows with a prestigious history of judging contests. 

CONTACT: Moriah Beyers, Department of Animal and Food Sciences, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 742-2805 ext. 248, or moriah.beyers@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Expert: Perry Never Faced Scrutiny in Texas He Faced with Presidential Campaign 

Pitch 
Rick Perry came in like a lion and out like a lamb of the 2012 Republican primaries. A 
Texas Tech expert can discuss why he stayed so long and what went wrong during his 
much-anticipated presidential campaign. 

Expert 
Craig Goodman, assistant professor of political science, (806) 742-4047 office, (806) 
790-8715 mobile, craig.goodman@ttu.edu. 

Talking Points 
• Pride and hope kept Perry in the race 
• Perry was believed to have the power to unite both old-guard Republicans and 

Tea Partiers 
• Poor showings during key debates killed Perry's campaign 

Quotes 
• "I think Governor Perry stuck it out so long because he has a great deal of pride 

and the map seemed pretty good for him - South Carolina and Florida are states 
that would be hospitable to Governor Perry's message." 

• "I was a little surprised about the poor campaign that Perry ran because he has 
done well in Texas. That said, I think that was the problem because he has not 
really been tested in Texas to the same extent that a candidate is during a 
presidential campaign." 

• "The campaign lost momentum after the concerns over immigration and 
forgetting the name of department agencies he would eliminate." 

• "I suspect Governor Perry returns home, presides over the next legislative session 
in 2013 and does not seek reelection in 2014." 
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Texas Tech Swine Study Results Could Save Industry $10M Annually 
Baseline bedding needs for swine transport tallied - less may be more, in savings. 

Researchers at Texas Tech University and Iowa State University found that the pork 
industry can generally use less bedding year-round than it currently does when 
transporting swine. 

The change could improve overall animal well-being and could save the industry an 
estimated $10.1 million per year. The study was funded by the Pork Checkoff. 

For about 4 percent of the 100 million pigs transported annually to butchering day, the 
efficiency of U.S. meatpackers and swine processors goes haywire. But something as 
simple as adequate bedding matched to the weather goes a long way in improving animal 
survival, said John McGlone, a professor in Texas Tech's Department of Animal and 
Food Science. 

Depending on transport conditions, swine can overheat, experience unneeded stress, or 
even death, McGlone said. High stress levels can increase lactic acid buildup in the 
muscles of the pig, which causes the meat from the animal to be dry and pale. This, along 
with an increased death rate, can result in more losses for all parties, he said. 

"More than 400,000 pigs have a negative experience," McGlone said. "It's one reason 
why we focused on defining transport bedding requirements for pigs in commercial 
settings during three separate conditions: cold, mild and warm weather." 

Truckers already have some firm guidelines based on transport quality assurance 
regulations. Among the rules are clean, approved bedding and extra bedding during 
winter months. The bedding can range from wood shavings to wheat straw or even corn 
stubble. According to McGlone, the current standard in the industry is to use four bales of 
bedding per semi-trailer. 

During the course of a year, McGlone and his research team found optimum bedding 
levels for each weather scenario. "In cold weather, there' s no added effect to using more 
than six bales of bedding per trailer, while in warm or mild weather there' s no added 
benefit to using more than three bales of bedding per trailer," he said. 

During the study the researchers found that the surface temperature of the pigs changed 
with the air temperature, and that increased surface temperature actually caused a 
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negative effect on the pigs' welfare, McGlone said. With the massive number of pigs 
processed daily across the United States, the findings have the potential to save industry 
more than $10 million annually, he said. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: John McGlone, Professor, Department of Animal and Food Sciences, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2805 ext. 246, or john.mcglone@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Internationally Recognized Pianist to Play at Texas Tech 

The School of Music and the College of Visual and Performing Arts will host 
internationally recognized pianist Simon Mulligan at 8 p.m. Jan. 28 (Saturday) in the 
Hemmie Recital Hall. The event is free and is open to the public. 

Mulligan performs and records internationally as a soloist and chamber musician. 
Simon's performances include the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, BBC Symphony 
Orchestra under Slatkin, Warsaw Sinfonia, Brno Philharmonic Orchestra, Modesto 
Symphony, Reading Symphony, Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra, Bournemouth 
Sinfonia, Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra and English Symphony Orchestra. 

Mulligan debuted at age 19 in London's Barbican Center with the Royal Philharmonic. A 
month later he recorded his first compact disc under the direction of Yehudi Menuhin. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: Liza Muse, senior specialist, School of Music, (806) 742-2270 ext. 295 or 
liza.muse@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Experts: Costa Concordia Fuel Spill Could Wreak Ecological Havoc 
on Italy's Largest Marine Protected Area 

Pitch 
As salvage crews work to secure the wreck of Costa Concordia to the rocks of her resting 
place on Giglio island, large waves forecast in the next day and a half could cause the 
ship to break up or sink. This could dump 2,300 tons or 500,000 gallons of fuel into the 
intertidal zone of Tuscan Archipelago Natural Park, the largest marine protected area in 
Italy. An ecotoxicologist from The Institute of Environmental and Human Health at 
Texas Tech University can discuss the possible outcomes if fuel begins to leak. 

Expert 
Ron Kendall, director, The Institute of Environmental and Human Health, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 885-4567 or ron.kendall@tiehh.ttu.edu; Celine Godard-Codding, 
assistant professor of Environmental Toxicology and marine specialist, The institute of 
environmental and Human Health, Texas Tech University, (806) 885-0337 or 
celine. godard@tiehh. ttu. edu. 

Talking Points 
• Leaking fuel could enter the food chain, as plankton, juvenile shrimp, crabs and 

fish larva are exposed and begin absorbing it into their bodies. 
• Birds and mammals exposed to leaked fuel could face hypothermia after fuel 

strips fur and feathers of oils that keep animals warm in the water. 
• Using sorbents and sorbent booms will be important in the event of a fuel spill. 

The more fuel leaks into the intertidal areas and onto shore, the more impact it 
will have. 

• Depending on the area affected, a fuel spill could have long-term consequences 
on the fishing industry near the area. 

Quotes 
• "The thing about it that makes it quite unique is that, unlike an oil barge, it' s 

carrying a massive amount of fuel on top of a variety of other products such as 
solvents, paints and all sorts of chemicals that it takes to run a city on the water. 
The consequences ofthis event could become even more significant. It's like you 
took a small city, turned it upside down in the ocean, and now you're also 
dumping sewage, oils, fuels, cleaners and other products right into the water.,, -
Ron Kendall 
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• "About the only thing that could move a ship this size easily is Mother Nature, 
and she could just about do it here in the near future." - Ron Kendall 

• "A spill could have deleterious impact on the aquatic fauna including corals, fish, 
and marine mammals as well as the terrestrial fauna that rely on the marine 
ecosystem, such as fish-eating birds. The area of the wreck is a declared sanctuary 
for marine mammals, fin whales, sperm whales and various species of dolphins 
that could potentially be affected by exposure to fuel." - Celine Godard-Codding 

• "It is too early to speculate on possible impact on the fishing industry. However, 
if a spill occurs, it could affect not only the current seafood safety but possibly 
interfere with future seafood supply if it interferes with fish spawning and/or eggs 
and juvenile survival.'' - Celine Godard-Codding 
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News Release 

Expert: U.S. Supreme Court Weighs In on West Texas Redistricting Flap 

Pitch 
On Friday (Jan. 20), U.S. Supreme Court justices unanimously instructed a lower Texas 
court to revisit the election map it had drawn, which competed with one drawn by the 
Texas Legislature. While Republicans hail this as a victory, the decision has extended the 
uncertainty of what happens next in this voting rights case. 

A Texas Tech University political scientist can discuss why the unprecedented 
controversy has created questions as to how or if incumbents will plan to run for 
reelection as well as what happens next with the dueling maps. 

Expert 
Craig Goodman, assistant professor of political science, (806) 742-4047 office, (806) 
790-8715 mobile, craig.goodman@ttu.edu. 

Talking Points 
• The map drawn by state legislators will likely allow Republicans to gain a few 

more seats in the House delegation and allow several ambitious Republican 
candidates to get a foothold in Washington, D.C. 

• The map drawn by justices in San Antonio favored Democrats because of the 
growth of the Hispanic population in the state and allows the Democratic Party to 
avoid some really tough fights- notably Doggett v. Castro. 

• At the state level, the map drawn by the legislature imperils a few Democratic 
incumbents and allows the party to avoid some very tough Republican primaries. 

• The most significant effect for 2012 is that the primary date was moved to April 
3. The later primary date could mean less interest in the presidential contest and 
lower turnout could benefit some of the more conservative Republican candidates 
seeking the nomination in state and federal races. This could matter a great deal in 
the Senate race and whether David Dewhurst gets the necessary 50 percent of the 
vote to avoid a run-off. 

Quotes 
• "It is not entirely clear what happens next other than the federal district court will 

need to redraw new maps that account for the state's plan and provide an 
explanation for drawing districts." 
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• "This does not undermine the Voting Rights Act because the Supreme Court 
allowed the San Antonio court to consider whether some of the state' s proposed 
districts violated Section 2 (equal protection)." 

• "The window still remains very tight to meet all of the deadlines to hold the 
primaries on April 3." 

• "There is nothing comparable to the current situation in Texas history where so 
much uncertainty exists at the filing deadline for candidates. The closest 
similarities occurred in 1994 when a federal court struck down three districts 
under the state's redistricting plan and 2006 when the U.S. Supreme Court 
required some minor alterations following the mid-decade redistricting." 

• "The tougher issue right now is that planning a campaign is hard because you 
don't know where you need to build name recognition, whether donors will give 
money." 

• "Incumbents always start every campaign with an advantage because they are 
already known and none of the existing congressional districts with the exception 
of Lloyd Doggett's 25th have been dramatically altered. However, for a freshman 
like Blake Farenthold (R-Corpus Christi) in the 27th District, the uncertainty is a 
bigger problem because his district could be drawn further north into Ron Paul's 
district. There are Republicans who have been waiting to run for a while. The 
bottom line is that incumbents will be able to raise sufficient funds to compete." 
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Black History Month Opening Ceremony Honors Public School Teacher 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

Texas Tech University and Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center 
Black Faculty and Staff Association 11th Annual Black History Month 
Opening Ceremony honors public school teacher. 

7 p .m. Saturday (Feb.4) 

School of Law Forum, Texas Tech Campus 

The Black Faculty and Staff Association will honor Mary Jo Wilson, 
musician and retired public school educator of more than 45 years, at its 
kick-off event for Black History Month. The event will feature local 
musicians, poets and activists, including Wilson' s daughter. 

Dr. Adaobi Kanu, new recipient of the Covenant Health System Robert 
Moore, M.D. Endowed Chair and associate professor of pediatric 
pulmonology, will deliver the keynote. 

Seating is limited, and tickets are $10 for the general public and $5 for 
students with valid Texas Tech or high school l.D. Table sponsorships 
also are available. Due to limited seating, advanced RSVP is strongly 
encouraged by 5 p .m. Feb. 1. To RSVP contact Aretha Marbley at 
aretha.marbley@ttu.edu or (806) 742-1997 ext. 268. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.medfa.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: Aretha Marbley, associate professor, College of Education, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-1997 ext. 268, or aretha.marbley@ttu.edu. 
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National Reading Day Features Texas Tech "Pride by Design" 
President Guy Bailey reads children's book co-authored by Professor Michelle Pantoya. 

Some books can alter the course of your life, and Texas Tech University President Guy 
Bailey hopes the one he read to children today, is one of them. 

"Pride by Design" features Raider Red as he takes in the sights and sounds of Raiderland. 
It is the latest children's book co-authored by Michelle Pantoya, a professor 
of mechanical engineering at Texas Tech, and Emily Hunt, an assistant professor of 
mechanical engineering at West Texas A&M University. 

"Engineering was our inspiration, and we put it with something they can all understand 
like sports," Panto ya said. "We talk about specially engineered fabric that can wick away 
sweat and cool off cross-country runners, to the sweet spot on a tennis racket." 

The authors accompanied Bailey as he read the story to second graders at Ramirez 
Charter School, as part of National Reading Day. The annual event encourages reading 
for younger children, and is celebrated in thousands of schools across the United States. 

"We want these children to understand they have a chance to build the next Jones AT&T 
Stadium or United Spirit Arena," Bailey said. "They are the college students of the next 
decade." 

A copy of"Pride by Design" is now available for check-out at all LISD elementary 
school libraries. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: Chris Cook, managing director, Communications and Marketing, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2136, or chris.cook@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Expert: Standing Out in GOP Debates Crucial to Become Winner 

Pitch 
With competition increasing in the GOP primaries, the results from today and Thursday' s 
debates in Florida could reap major rewards for the winner. A Texas Tech debate expert 
who coaches the current No. I-rated debate pair in the nation can discuss what' s 
happened with this year's debate schedule as well as what needs to happen for a debater 
to emerge victorious with the party' s nomination. 

Expert 
Joe Gantt, director of forensics, Texas Tech University's debate team, (806) 742-1328 or 
joe.gantt@ttu.edu 

Talking Points 

• Through the first months of the GOP campaign, it was more important for 
candidates not to lose debates than for them to win debates. Rick Perry' s 
campaign was probably most damaged by a set of poor debates at the beginning 
of his campaign, punctuated by his inability to remember three federal 
departments that he would close. 

• As we move to a smaller field, it has become more important for candidates to 
win head-to-head-comparisons with their opponents. Mitt Romney, for instance, 
had many solid and consistent debate performances in the early months of the 
campaign. But when there are only four candidates on stage, Romney seems to 
suffer in the more-direct comparison between himself and Gingrich. 

• For Newt Gingrich, the primary debates are the reason· for his success. His 
November poll leads came on the strength of his debate performances, and his 
most recent surge of support in South Carolina started with last Monday's debate. 
His weakest periods in public polling have occurred during spells with no 
debates. 

Quotes 

• "The ratings for the debates have been very good, and I think those ratings will 
only continue to rise as the race continues to be interesting. There may seem to be 
too many debates, but the voting public keeps watching." 
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• "If Mitt Romney wins Florida, I think he will re-establish himself as a clear 
frontrunner in the nomination race. If Gingrich wins Florida, however, all bets are 
off. The most important thing I would then look to is, which candidate can win on 
the other candidate's stronger turf? Can Gingrich win in Michigan or Nevada? 
Can Romney win in a traditionally Southern state? If neither candidate can win on 
the other candidate's stronger turf, the process could continue in a similar fashion 
to Obama-Clinton 2008, all the way to the last set of primaries." 

• "Gingrich is the strongest debater, iffor no other reason than he knows what the 
voters are looking for. His attacks on the media and on Democrats resonate in 
ways that the other candidates have not been able to replicate. Romney and 
Santorum are capable debaters and have had good moments, but they have not 
been able to sustain that success for a period of debates." 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Debaters Donaghy and Testerman Tops in Nation 

Texas Tech University debaters Joey Donaghy and Adam Testerman entered the final 
round of the prestigious Mile High at Sea Level Swing needing a win to claim the top 
spot in the National Parliamentary Tournament of Excellence's national rankings. 

The pair did just that during the debate held Jan. 14-16 at Western Washington 
University, defeating Washburn University's top team to claim their fourth tournament 
championship of the year and the No. 1 ranking. 

By doing so, Donaghy and Testerman guaranteed their invitation to the National 
Parliamentary Tournament of Excellence, a March national tournament open only to the 
top sixty-four teams in the nation. 

"Adam and Joey have been a dominant team this entire year, and it is nice to see that 
reflected in the NPTE rankings," said Joe Gantt, director of forensics and head coach of 
the Tech team. "The win in Washington was the icing on the cake. With such a 
competitive and diverse set of opponents, Adam and Joey proved that they are one of the 
favorites to win a national championship in March." 

The Mile High at Sea Level Swing is actually two tournaments held on one weekend. 
Among the schools competing at the tournaments included the University of Oregon, 
University of Washington, University of Colorado-Boulder and Indiana University. 
Thirty-nine of the top 50 teams in the nation were among the 80 teams competing. 

Debaters endured near-blizzard conditions that began on the last day of the tournament, 
dumping almost 10 inches of snow on the campus and nearly preventing the Texas Tech 
team from making its flight back to Lubbock. 

At the first tournament, Donaghy, a sophomore political science major from Coppell, and 
Testerman, a senior communication studies major from Springfield, Mo., advanced to the 
semifinal debate before being defeated on a close decision by a team from the University 
of Texas at Tyler, the top ranked team at the time. 

At the second tournament, however, the Texas Tech duo won 11 debates without a loss. 
The pivotal debate was in the quarterfinal debate against the same UT -Tyler team that 
knocked Donaghy and Testerman out of the first tournament. Debating the proper U.S. 

Office of Communications and Marketing 

An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 



response to the Mexican drug war, Donaghy and Testerman won the debate and went on 
to win the tournament. 

The three other Texas Tech teams in attendance in Washington also performed well, with 
each advancing to the elimination rounds of the tournament. The season-long 
performance of Laci Kennedy, a junior political science major from Bozeman, Mont., and 
J. T. Seymore, a junior communication studies major from Holliday, earned them 1 i 11 

place in the nation. They also received an invitation to the NPTE. 

Two other Texas Tech teams narrowly missed the first set of invitations, which were 
given out to the top 24 teams in the nation, but almost certainly will receive their bids in 
the second set of invitations in February: the team of Tyler Cashiola, a junior 
communication studies major from Deer Park, and Kevin Thompson, a freshman political 
science major from Rising Star, are ranked 26th, while the team of Sean Riegert, a senior 
political science major from Clear Lake, and Lauran Schaefer, a senior communication 
studies major from Sonora, are ranked 43rd. 

The Texas Tech team next competes at the Western Forensics Association championships 
to be held Feb. 17-19 in Albuquerque, N.M. Rankings can be found at 
npte.debateaddict.com. 

CONTACT: Joseph J. Gantt, director of forensics, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-
1328 or joe.gantt@ttu.edu. 
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Texas Tech Law School and Lubbock Bar Association Host Community Law School 

The Texas Tech University School of Law and the Lubbock County Bar Association host the 
first Community Law School for the Lubbock area. The Saturday classes are 9 a.m.-noon Feb. 4, 
11and18 in the Lanier Auditorium in the Texas Tech Law School at 1802 Hartford Ave. 

"The Lubbock County Bar Association is excited to participate in the Community Law School to 
assist those in our community with a better understanding of the law," said Bill Franklin, 
president of the LCBA and attorney at Boemer, Dennis & Franklin. "It will be a great 
opportunity for individuals to learn from and asks questions of qualified attorneys free of 
charge." 

The School of Law plays an important role in continuing legal education as well, said Kay 
Fletcher, assistant dean for continuing legal education and special events at the law school. 

"The law school is happy to host this event for the community," Fletcher said. "Citizens can get 
general information about several topics over the three-week program from attorneys who have 
volunteered their time. The program will be educational and informative; however no legal 
advice for particular questions can be given under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional 
Conduct." 

The class schedule is as follows: 

Feb.4 

Feb. 11 

Feb. 18 

9 a.m. Health Law; Lois Wischkaemper and Kristi Ward, University Medical Center 
10 a.m. Social Security; Larry Spain, professor, Texas Tech School of Law 
11 a.m. Employment Law; Stephen Dodd, Law Office of Stephen Dodd 

9a.m. 
lOa.m. 
11 a.m. 

Divorce; Anna McKim; Field, Manning, Stone, Hawthorne & Aycock 
Protective Orders; Neal Burt; Civil Division Chief, District Attorney's Office 
Child Support; Shelly Horton; Texas Attorney General' s Office, Child Support 
Division 

9 a.m. Wills, Probate and Alternatives to Wills; Jack McCutchin; Crenshaw, Dupree 
& Milam 
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10 a.m. Living Wills, Powers of Attorney, & Advanced Directives; Michelle Dodd; 
Field, Manning, Stone, Hawthorne & Aycock 

11 a.m. Guardianships & Alternatives to Guardianship; Terry Hawkins, Law Office of 
Terry Hawkins; Colleen Elbe, Disability Rights Texas 

The classes are free and an American Sign Language interpreter will be available. For more 
information or to request accommodations, call Denette R. Vaughn, senior attorney, at (806) 
765-7794. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

Contact: Kay Fletcher, assistant dean, Texas Tech School of Law, (806) 742-3990 ext. 278, 
or kay.fletcher@ttu.edu; or Denette Vaughn, senior attorney, at (806) 765-7794. 
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News Release 

Gov. Perry Appoints Walker as Regent for Texas Tech University System 

This afternoon (Jan. 24), Gov. Rick Perry announced his appointment of John Walker to the 
Board of Regents for the Texas Tech University System. 

Walker, of Houston, has been appointed to replace Regent John Huffaker of Amarillo, Texas. 
Walker will serve nearly a 3-year term that ends Jan. 31, 2015. Huffaker is resigning for 
business purposes. 

"This is a great appointment," Texas Tech University System Chancellor Kent Hance said. 
"John Walker was the Student Government Association president while he was on campus. He 
loves Texas Tech and has been one of our most generous donors." 

Walker is president and CEO of EnerVest Ltd. He is a member of the National Petroleum 
Council, past chairman of the Independent Petroleum Association of America, and a past board 
member of the Natural Gas Council, Houston Producers' Forum, and Texas Independent 
Producers and Royalty Owners. 

Walker serves as a member of the Texas Tech Foundation Board. He is also an advisory board 
member of the Texas Tech University Rawls College of Business, a member of the Spring 
Branch Hispanic Task Force, and past board chairman of the Sam Houston Area Council Boy 
Scouts of America. He served as an officer in the U.S. Navy. 

Walker received a bachelor's degree from Texas Tech University and a Master of Business 
Administration from New York University. 

Huffaker was appointed in February 2009 and served as chairman of the Finance and 
Administration Committee, vice chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Carr Scholarship 
Foundation and a member of the Audit Committee. 

-30-

CONTACT: Robert Giovannetti, associate vice chancellor, Office of Communications & 
Marketing, Texas Tech University System, robert.giovannetti@ttu.edu, (806) 742-0057. 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Biology Students Place First and Second at ASM Competition 

Two Texas Tech University students took first and second place at the annual American 
Society for Microbiology, Texas Branch meeting. 

Wail Amor, a doctoral student from Lubbock, placed first, and Ann Marie Scott, a junior 
cell and molecular biology major, placed second in the poster presentation competition. 

"We presented our posters to two or three judges separately, and they evaluated us based 
on our presentation," Amor said. "The interesting thing is that we are both in the honors 
college and the HHMI undergraduate research program, and we also work in the same lab 
under Dr. Abdul Hamood, who is our mentor." 

Amor's research focuses on invading microorganisms and skin that is destroyed during 
burn injuries, and using a garlic cream to help keep out these organisms. 

"We recently discovered that garlic has a very effective antimicrobial activity," said 
Hamood, a professor of microbiology and immunology at Texas Tech. "We formulated 
the garlic in an ointment to simulate any antibacterial ointment that may be used to cover 
any infected wounds." 

Scott currently is working with Ted Reid, a professor of Ophthalmology and Visual 
Sciences at Texas Tech, and Hamood to examine the effectiveness of the element 
selenium in inhibiting or eliminating Pseudomonas aeruginosa biofilms. Hamood said 
Scott has tested different formulations of selenium against bacteria strains the lab 
obtained from burn patients and analyzed her results using confocal laser scanning 
rmcroscopy. 

"Both Wail and Ann Marie are hard working individuals," said Hamood. "They are very 
dedicated to their projects." 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: Julie Isom, associate director, Biological Sciences (806) 742-2883 or 
julie.isom@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Expert: Observing Black History Month Still Important 

PitcbO 0 
Black History Month is in February, and while celebrating the contributions of African
Americans to U.S. society remains important, there is still work to be done to completely 
end racism. 

ExpertO 
Karlos Hill, assistant professor of history, (806) 742-3744 or karloskhill@gmail.com 

Talking Points 0 0 
• Origin, history and intentions of the February commemoration 
• Importance of people continuing to observe Black History Month 
• Different criticisms of observing Black History Month 

QuotesO 
• "Black History Month critics often argue that an African-American history month 

'ghettoizes' the history because it suggests that it is only necessary to celebrate 
the contributions of African-Americans to US society one month out of 12 and, 
more importantly, it suggests that African-American history is separate rather 
than constitutive of American history. 

• O"My criticism of Black History Month is that it has become a comforting ritual 
for congratulating ourselves on how far we as a nation have come rather than 
critically assessing the work that remains to be done." 

• "Black History Month remains an important American institution - regardless of 
the criticisms that have been launched against it - because it attempts to repair 
the accumulated damage that racism and historical amnesia have wreaked on 
American culture and society." 
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News Release 

Expert: Recent Egyptian Tomb Discovery of Non-Royal Singer 
in Valley of the Kings Completely Surprising 

Pitch 
Archaeologists are stunned by the recent discovery of a non-royal singer's tomb in 
Egypt's Valley of the Kings. The woman, called Nehmes Bastet is the only tomb of a 
non-royal woman ever discovered there, according to experts. A Texas Tech 
archaeologist can discuss the importance of the findings. 

Expert 
Christopher Witmore, assistant professor of archaeology, Texas Tech University, (806) 
742-3145 or cwhitmore@gmail.com. 

Talking Points 
• There are other "non-royals" that were buried in the valley, such as Maiherpri. 

But these people are always notable, because they are not exactly common. 
• It was considered a great honor for anyone who attained burial in the Valley of 

the Kings, but they were always associated with the inner circles of royal family. 
· • Depending on the area affected, a fuel spill could have long-term consequences 

on the fishing industry near the area. 
• In the case ofNehmes Bastet, who is known from an inscription in the tomb and 

not otherwise, we are in the 22nd Dynasty, which passes under what is 
conventionally referred to as the Third Intermediate Period. 

Quotes 
• " Intermediate Periods are characterized by the breakdown of centralized power 

of a single ruler of upper and lower Egypt. The 22nd Dynasty stemmed from a 
line of great princes of the Meshwesh (Lybians). They ruled from Tanis, which 
was in the Delta at a distance from Thebes, where opposing Theban families 
periodically challenged their rule. 

• "There was a lot of strife between the rulers of Tanis and Theban families during 
this Dynasty. The Tanis Kings, such as Osorkon II, would periodically place 
family members in positions of power such as the high priest of Thebes." 

• "The Valley of the Kings was chosen because of its proximity to the Nile and ease 
of protection with its high limestone walls. Even so, many tombs were robbed out 
by the Third Intermediate Period and one finds many reused for a variety of 
purposes at different times." 
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• "KV-63, which was found in 2006, was used as a burial cache for empty coffins. 
By the Greco-Roman period they had become tourist attractions and cool places 
where people passed the day. Another former tomb, KV 3 was transformed into a 
Christian chapel during the Byzantine Period.,, 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Study: Protracted Drought Cuts Deeply into Texas Quail Numbers 
Researchers are checking weather and disease to discover reasons for decline. 

A new study by Texas Tech University wildlife biologists confirms that the drought and 
killing heat that gripped Texas for the better part of 2011 has sharply reduced quail 
numbers, with the die-off of adult game birds ratcheting up into the hundreds of 
thousands, followed by a very low rate of survival of chicks and smaller body weight 
than normal. 

But the drought alone does not explain the rapid decline in quail numbers even in good 
years, according to additional research. 

"This isn't good news, but it's not unexpected given the reduced rate of nest initiation 
and extremely low chick survival we've documented this past breeding season," said 
Brad Dabbert, a game bird biology expert and an associate professor with Texas Tech's 
Department of Natural Resources Management. 

"Given the reduced numbers, it' s extremely important to shepherd as many birds as 
possible through the winter and spring," Dabbert said. "We're suggesting that landowners 
provide a milo feed supplement. In addition, we recommend severely curtailing or 
eliminating bird hunting this year." 

Climatologists say this year's dry spell is the worst one-year drought since Texas began 
keeping rainfall records in 1895, and they predict that the cause of the drought - the 
weather created by the Pacific current called La Nifia - may well extend into next year. 

A survey of 28 ranches covering 1.6 million acres found a 40-percent decrease in last 
year's covey count. The lingering drought in Texas left millions of quail short of drinking 
water and damaged large tracts of rangeland habitat. Last year, Texas received less than 
half its normal rainfall. 

The scant rains have had an effect on the youngest of the quail. A year-long study on 
Texas' legendary 275,000-acre 6666 Ranch near Guthrie found that providing extra food 
was one of the few means for improving adult northern bobwhite survival and nest 
initiation. 

"Unless supplemental feed was provided as a food source, there was very little chick 
production on the ranch," said, Byron Buckley, a natural resources management graduate 
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student working on Dabbert's research team. "We found a 35 percent survival rate on 
areas where feed was supplied, compared to a 17 percent survival rate on areas that didn't 
receive feed," he said. 

Even before Texas' devastating drought, quail were already in trouble. Four years ago the 
National Audubon Society listed the Northern Bobwhite Quail as the No. 1 common bird 
in decline. From 1967 to 2007, the bird's population decreased from 31 million to 5.5 
million. 

"They're declining everywhere, but quail numbers are higher here in the Rolling Plains 
than other parts of the country," Dabbert said. 

Finding reasons for the overall declining quail population and strategies to reverse the 
trend wa5 the impetus behind a massive research project, known as the Quail-Tech 
Alliance Research Initiative. 

Researchers at The Institute of Environmental and Human Health (TIEHH) at Texas Tech 
received $846,000 last summer to fund three studies looking at diminishing bobwhite 
quail populations across the state. 

That money was part of $1.97 million allocated to Texas Tech as well as Texas A&M 
University by the Rolling Plains Quail Research Foundation to discover the culprit as to 
why these quail populations have dwindled to the lowest on record. 

"I'd say the fall quail population on the Rolling Plains of Texas- one of greatest quail 
hunting areas in the country-declined by as much as 80 to 90 percent in 2010," said Ron 
Kendall, director ofTIEHH and lead investigator for one of the Texas Tech research 
projects. "This was a huge drop. Ranchers contacted us and said they were finding dead 
birds, or weren't seeing quail like they had seen them before. This happened late in the 
summer of 2010 to a large degree. 

"This decline in quail has a huge economic impact on this area. People come from all 
over the country to hunt quail here. They're a big economic boost for our state and 
particularly out here in West Texas." 

Because of an abundance of rain and food in 2010 thanks to that year's El Nifio weather 
event, Kendall said most scientists have ruled out the weather as the culprit that year. 

"We think it's a disease or disease/contamination interface," he said. "So we'll be trying 
to find out what those contaminants are. The central receiving station for all the birds 
being examined will be right here at TIEHH." 

Steve Presley, a zoonotic disease researcher in charge of the central receiving lab and 
disease studies at TIEHH, said researchers at Texas Tech had found evidence of West 
Nile virus and Newcastle disease virus in quail populations in 2010. 
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Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: Brad Dabbert, associate professor, Department of Natural Resources 
Management Texas Tech University, at (806) 742~2842 or brad.dabbert@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Adds Graduate Student Council 

Graduate students at Texas Tech University now have a representative organization in 
their comer. Like the Student Government Association, which represents Texas Tech 
undergraduates, and the Texas Tech Law School' s Bar Association, which represents 
professional students, graduate students now have the Graduate Student Advisory 
Council (GSAC). 

"One of the main roles of the GSAC will be to provide representation of graduate 
students interests to the university administration," said Jacek Jonca-Jasinski, the 
graduate student life coordinator at Texas Tech. 

He said the main focus of the representatives is to improve graduate student life. They 
also will work to achieve mutual support for graduate students and also focus on specific 
issues related to graduate students. 

"The GSAC was f<;>rmed in response to the growing number of graduate students, 
achieving Tier 1 status and plans to further increase graduate enrollment to 10,000 
graduate students," Jonca-Jasinski said. 

He said graduate and undergraduate students also often share some of the same concerns, 
and GSAC and SGA will work hand in hand to address those issues. 

"There will be 20 elected representatives of the graduate student body and two SGA 
senators who all have voting power," he said. "We are considering allowing an additional 
seat for a Student Bar Association representative." 

For more information visit the Graduate Student Council's website here. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: Jacek Jonca-Jasinski, Graduate Student Life Coordinator, (806) 742-
2781 ext. 256 or jacek.jonca@ttu.edu 
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News Release 

Expert: 53 Years Later Buddy Holly's Influence is Alive and Well 

Pitch DD 
The music may have died in an Iowa cornfield Feb. 3, 1959, but Buddy Holly's impact 
on music still raves on today. 

The 22 year-old legend set the template for the rock 'n' roll standard: two guitars, bass 
and drums. He was also one of the first to write, produce and perform his own songs. 

Experts 
• Wes Cochran, Maddox Professor of Law, (806) 742-3990 ext. 234 or 

wesley.cochran@ttu.edu. 
• Christopher Smith, chairman of Musicology/Ethnomusicology and director of the 

Vernacular Music Center, (806) 438-5067, christopher.smith@ttu.edu. 
• Rob Weiner, associate librarian and pop culture expert, (806) 742-2238 ext. 282, 

or rob. weiner@ttu.edu. 

Talking PointsO D 
• How Holly's handling of copyright and recording contracts changed the music 

industry. - Wes Cochran 
• Artists influenced by Buddy Holly, including The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, 

Bob Dylan and Elton John. - Christopher Smith 
• Songs that pay homage to Holly, including the one that coined the phrase "the 

Day the Music Died" from "American Pie" by Don McLean. - Rob Weiner 

QuotesDD 
• "Holly along with Norman Petty produced some of the most clean sounding 

music of the 1950s. The fact that the Beatles chose their name after Holly's group 
the Crickets is very telling." -Rob Weiner 

• Holly made it acceptable to be sensitive and incorporate that into the poetry of 
your lyrics. I think that's what lives on today in music such as emo and 
alternative." - Christopher Smith 

• "Buddy Holly had his own vision, his own sound, and when he insisted on 
producing his own music, he was laughed at. No one did that back then. But he 
took control of the business side, so that he could control the creative side." -
Wes Cochran 
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• "Holly had apparently planned to come back to Lubbock and start a music studio 
for other aspiring musicians. Who knows what could have happened?" - Rob 
Weiner 
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News Release 

Expert: President Obama on Right Track with Fracturing Goals 

Pitch OO 
To advance his energy strategy, President Obama on Thursday embraced natural gas as a 
transportation fuel, saying it is cleaner and cheaper than oil, and abundant in the United 
States. 

The president also dedicated a substantial portion of his State of the Union address to the 
topic of energy, particularly renewable energy and the controversial process of hydraulic 
fracturing for the extraction of natural gas. 

ExpertO 
Mohamed Soliman, chair of the Bob L. Herd Department of Petroleum Engineering and 
George Livermore Chair Professor, (806) 742-1801 ext. 232, or 
mohamed.soliman@ttu.edu. 

Talking PointsD 0 
• Fracturing operations and analysis (fracking) 
• Reservoir engineering techniques 

QuotesOO 
• "This is the first intelligent thing I heard coming from the various branches of the 

government regarding fracturing in a long time." 
• "Based on current technology, shale formations cannot be economically produced 

without creating those multiple fractures." 
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WHO: 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

First Transdisciplinary Research Academy Inauguration Set 

First faculty members chosen for Texas Tech University' s new 
Transdisciplinary Research Academy 

Induction ceremony and speaker 

11 a.m. Friday (Jan. 27) 

Room 157 in the Teaching, Learning and Professional Development 
Center of the Texas Tech Library. 

The inaugural cohort of the Texas Tech Transdisciplinary Research 
Academy will be introduced. 

Atila Ertas, professor and director of the Academy for Transdisciplinary 
Studies in the Texas Tech Department of Mechanical Engineering, will be 
the keynote speaker. He is the author of numerous papers and two books 
on transdisciplinary research. He is a Fellow of American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers (ASME) and a Fellow of the Society for Design 
and Process Science (SDPS). 

The Texas Tech Transdisciplinary Research Academy is designed to bring 
faculty members with diverse interests and from different disciplines 
together to explore questions that have a glob_al impact and intersect with 
the strategic research themes established by the university. 

The academy members were nominated by their college deans. The nine 
faculty teams are expected to generate new research projects for potential 
funding, write white papers for agencies and foundations or develop 
curricula or programs that produce interaction across academic disciplines. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Michael San Francisco, associate vice president/faculty development, 
Office of the Vice President for Research, (806) 742-3905 or 
michael.sanfrancisco@ttu.edu. 
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(281) 728-6747 

Texas Tech Hosts Regional Society of Women Engineers Conference 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

Society of Women Engineers Region C Conference 

11 a.m. - 1 p.m. Sat. (Jan. 28) 

Career Fair & SWE Boutique, Holiday Inn Park Plaza 

200 professional and collegiate women engineers from Texas, 
Arkansas, Louisiana and Mississippi will attend the Society of 
Women Engineers (SWE) Region C Conference. The conference 
consists of networking and career building workshops and a career 
fair. 

This year's theme is "Molding Successful Women Engineers." 
The focus of this year's conference is furthering the development 
of the soft skills of an engineer that are often overlooked, such as 
networking, public speaking and presentations. The conference 
aims to mold future engineers into well-rounded individuals. 

SWE is a nonprofit national service organization dedicated to 
generating support for female engineers on an academic and 
professional level while educating society about the importance of 
women engineers. The 2012 Region C SWE Conference is 
organized by the Society of Women Engineers at Texas Tech, a 
professional student organization of the Whitacre College of 
Engineering. 

The conference is sponsored by the college and more than 30 
companies. 

For more information, visit swetech.cloudaccess.net 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 
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CONT ACT: Jeff Sammons, director of marketing, Whitacre College of Engineering, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3451, or jeff.sammons@ttu.edu. 
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Advisory 

Texas Tech Rawls College of Business Invites Public to Visit New Building 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

Texas Tech University's Rawls College of Business Community Open 
House 

4-6 p.m. Feb. 3 

703 Flint Ave. 

Located off Flint A venue near Ninth Street, just west of Dan Law Baseball Field 
at Rip Griffin Park, the state-of-the-art building is open for classes this semester. 
The building features undergraduate and graduate classrooms, faculty and staff 
offices and various professional and educational spaces. 

See the building's fact sheet here. 

Refreshments will be served. Parking is available in lots R23 and C4. 

For more information, call (806) 742-3188 or visit the event website 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: Catherine McGovern, communications coordinator, Rawls College of 
Business, (806) 834-5315, or catherine.mcgovem@ttu.edu. · 
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News Release 

First Transdisciplinary Research Academy Members Announced 

Texas Tech University today (Jan. 27) announced the first cohort of faculty members 
named to the Transdisciplinary Research Academy. 

The academy is designed to bring faculty members with diverse interests and from 
different disciplines together to explore questions that have a global impact and intersect 
with the strategic research themes of the university. 

"The goal of the academy is to bring together teams of faculty who have diverse expertise 
and interests, and I believe the first members do that," said Taylor Eighmy, Texas Tech 
vice president for research. "In these first academy members we see combinations of 
expertise that should produce big-picture thinking and novel solutions to global issues." 

The 34 academy members form nine teams that are expected to generate new research 
projects for potential funding, write white papers for agencies and foundations or develop 
curricula or programs that produce interaction across academic disciplines. 

"Texas Tech is fortunate to have a broad array of research expertise," said Guy Bailey, 
Texas Tech president. "The future of research is transdisciplinary. By combining our 
strengths from across different disciplines we bring new, innovative ideas to solve some 
of the most pressing issues facing society." 

The first academy team members and project areas are: 
• Engineering and Biology- Siva Vanapalli and Jerzy Blawzdziewicz, Whitacre 

College of Engineering and Kendra Rumbaugh, the Texas Tech University Health 
Sciences Center. The team is working on development of innovative research 
projects at the intersection of medical sciences, biology, engineering and physics. 

• Law and Society - Hans Hansen, Rawls College of Business Administration; 
Patrick Metz, School of Law and Jill Patterson, College of Arts and Sciences. 
Through the Center for Social Impact, the team will provide an informed voice for 
those who have been marginalized by politics, stereotypes or poor ethics. 

• Food, Health, Cancer - Conrad Lyford and Erica lrlbeck, College of Agricultural 
Sciences and Natural Resources; Barbara Pence, Texas Tech University Health 
Sciences Center and Barent McCool, College of Human Sciences. The overall 
research interest of this team is in the effective delivery and marketing of food 
and health products from both public and private perspectives. 
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• Technology and Aesthetics- William Westney, College of Visual and Performing 
Arts; Michael O'Boyle, College ofHwnan Sciences and James Yang, Whitacre 
College of Engineering. This project integrates the fields of artistic performance, 
pedagogy, advanced technology and philosophy and will seeks to ascertain 
whether or to what extent, approaches that have seemed like potential "best 
practices" can now be verified by scientific means. 

• Illiteracy, Education and Community Development in Sierra Leone - Amy Parker 
and Amma Akrofi, College of Education and Kelly Phelan, College of Human 
Sciences. The project seeks to address the problems that industries such as 
petroleum, mining, hospitality and healthcare/health education have in hiring 
Sierra Leonean young adults by addressing the needs for contextually based 
"literacy on the job" training. 

• Water Cycles and Resources Science- Richard Zartman, College of Agricultural 
Sciences and Natural Resources; Juske Horita, College of Arts and Sciences and 
Ken Rainwater, Whitacre College of Engineering. The goal of the team is to 
advance the scientific understanding of the water-energy cycle within the 
atmosphere-surface-subsurface continuum on a regional scale in the Southern 
High Plains. 

• Environmental Impact on Developmental Issues in Plants - David Knaff, College 
of Arts and Sciences; Rao Kottapalli, Susan San Francisco, Jatindra Tripathy and 
Masoud Zabet, the Center for Biotechnology and Genomics; and Paxton Payton 
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The goal of the group is to develop a 
model for integrating multiple layers of molecular, cellular and physiologic 
information to better understand these relationships as they relate to 
environmental and developmental challenges in biological systems. 

• Sustainable Environment - Christopher Whitmore, Bruce Clarke and Laura 
Beard, all of the College of Arts and Sciences. This proposal is to open a broad 
conversation concerning symbiotic relationships over the long term, with an 
emphasis on questions of microbial ecology and exchange, as they affect issues of 
companionship, nutrition and livelihood, and environmental sustainability. 

• Food Safety and Public Health - Todd Brashears, Mindy Brashears, Mark Miller, 
Chance Brooks, Guy Loneragan and Kendra Nightingale, all of the College of 
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources. This team works with the food 
industry, food producers, consumers and international partners to provide the 
world with a safer food supply. 

Faculty members were nominated by their college deans and screened by a committee of 
deans, associate deans, Horn professors, faculty and members of the Office of the Vice 
President for Research staff. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. · 

CONTACT: Michael San Francisco, associate vice president/faculty development, 
Office of the Vice President for Research, (806) 742-3905 or 
michael.sanfrancisco@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Texas Tech, a Premiere Military Friendly Institution. 

With the impending troop drawdown from the Afghanistan and Iraq wars, some military 
veterans are left contemplating their next moves in life. Should a veteran choose the 
college route, Texas Tech University and its Military and Veterans Program (MVP) can 
assist in the often hectic college-entry process. 

Texas Tech's MVP program, part of the Division of Institutional Diversity, Equity and 
Community Engagement, was created only 18 months ago but already has become a 
staple at the university. 

"We are here to make sure student veterans and their families achieve academic and 
personal success here," said Ryan Van Dusen, the assistant director of the MVP program. 
"It really gives veterans a primary point of contact on campus. We make sure to get them 
the right resources, and basically are advocates for them on campus and help them to get 
pointed in the right direction." 

The program also helps assist veterans off campus by keeping them informed about 
several agencies around town that offer services to veterans free of charge or at a minimal 
cost. 

Texas Tech currently has around 300 faculty and staff who are military veterans. 

"On top of that, almost everyone you talk to on campus has some sort of connection to 
the military," Van Dusen said. "There is an appreciation for service here. I always ask 
veterans why they came to Texas Tech, and they always say ·' Because people care about 
my service, and you can tell they care."' 

Van Dusen said the MVP program is comprised of three professional staff members: 
himself, a military veteran, and two others, Debra Crosby and Bernice Flett, who have 
worked in veteran services for most of their careers. There also are seven student 
assistants, all military veterans, who are very knowledgeable because they are on the 
same path as the students who are coming in for assistance. 

This type of program is not available at every college and Van Dusen said more colleges 
don't have them than do have them. 
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The MVP program serves around 1,300 military veterans or veteran dependents, and Van 
Dusen said even more could be on campus who are not self-identifying, may be in 
graduate school or law school, or have already used their benefits. A recent trend he has 
seen take place is many students not knowing they are eligible for benefits. 

"We are seeing some of our biggest growth with the Hazlewood Act, which is a state bill 
that waives up to 150 hours of tuition and fees, and Texas veterans can transfer those 
benefits to their qualifying dependents," Van Dusen said. "We are having so many 
veterans' children who are coming to Tech that don't know that they have this benefit. 
They first find out about it when they come to orientation." 

Monty Trimble, a senior electrical engineering major from Pampa, and president of the 
Veteran's Association, said the staff at the MVP office are not only trained to process 
forms from the university but also from the Veterans Administration that oversees 
veteran educational programs. 

Trimble, who retired from the Navy as a Chief Petty Officer in 1995, said by having one 
place to take care of issues that arise in the education process, veterans aren't spending a 
lot of time going between several different offices. That helps greatly reduce the stress of 
entering college, he said. 

Van Dusen said Texas is a great state for veterans to attend college because laws allow 
out-of-state veterans to possibly still be eligible for in-state tuition. The state is also very 
patriotic, and patriotism shown by citizens carries over to the university campus, he 
added. 

"I have been to other campuses and seen where veterans get pushed in a back room or in 
a hallway somewhere to get their information processed," Van Dusen said. "Here people 
truly care about their success, and I see that over and over again. They made the decision 
to come here because they were so welcome." 

For more information on the MVP program click here. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: Ryan Van Dusen, assistant director, Military and Veterans Program, 
(806) 742-6877 or ryan.van-dusen@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Texas Tech History Department to Host Sen. Robert Krueger, Others During 
Conditions for War, Conditions for Peace: A Symposium on Africa 

The Department of History at Texas Tech University will host former U.S. Sen. Robert 
Krueger during Conditions for War, Conditions for Peace: A Symposium on Africa. 

Krueger's presentation on his experience as U.S. ambassador to Burundi and Botswana 
will end the four-day symposium, which also features Ambassador Tibor Nagy, vice 
provost for international affairs at Texas Tech; Douglas Johnson, an expert on South 
Sudan and boundary questions the country is experiencing; and Ahmed Samatar, an 
expert on Somalia. 

"We are hoping to offer the university and the Lubbock communities the opportunity to 
more thoroughly understand the issues facing Africa today," said Paul Bjerk, an assistant 
professor of African history and event organizer. "It is an election year, and even though 
Africa's issues will not be very prominent, it is important for people to have some sense 
of what kind of impact American policy has on Africa. People hear about conflict in 
Somalia and the Sudan on the news, but they rarely get very much insight into the causes 
and structure of those conflicts. Hearing from experts will help people find helpful ways 
to express their concern and get involved in trying to resolve those conflicts." 

The event is co-sponsored by the Cross-Cultural Academic Advancement Center, the 
Department of History, The Honors College, Tech Student Democrats and the Dean's 
Office of the College of Arts & Sciences. It is also tied into celebrations for Black 
History Month. 

Each presentation is free and open to the public, and snacks will be provided. For more 
information call (806) 742-3744 or email paul.bjerk@ttu.edu. 

They are: 

Feb.6 

Lecture by Ambassador Tibor Nagy: "Priorities for American Policy in Africa 
Today" - noon, Room 129 of Holden Hall. Ambassador Nagy was a Foreign Service 
officer, and the former U.S. Ambassador to Ethiopia and Guinea. He is currently co
chairman of the Africa Policy Committee for Mitt Romney. 
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Feb.7 

Lecture by Douglas Johnson: "The Context of South Sudan's Independence: Ending 
One War and Starting Another?" - noon, Room 129 of Holden Hall. Johnson was a 
member of the Abyei Boundaries Commission, and is the author of several books about . 
Sudan, including "The Root Causes of Sudan's Civil Wars and When Boundaries become 
Borders: The Impact of Boundary-Making in Southern Sudan's Frontier Zones." 

Expert Panel Discussion: "American Policy in Africa Today" - 7 p.m., Matador 
Room of the Student Union Building. 

Feb.8 

Lecture by Ahmed. Samatar: "Journey to Mogadishu: Reflections on the Somali 
Catastrophe" - noon, Room 129 of Holden Hall. Samatar is the founding Dean of the 
Institute for Global Citizenship at Macalester College in Minnesota and the author of 
several books on international politics in Africa, including "Somalia: State Collapse, 
Multilateral Intervention, and Strategies for Political Reconstruction." 

Feb.9 

Lecture by Sen. Bob Krueger: "Confronting Genocide: Bloodshed to Hope in 
Burundi" - noon, Room 129 of Holden Hall. Sen. Krueger is a former ambassador to 
Burundi and Botswana. He is also the author of"From Bloodshed to Hope in Burundi: 
Our Embassy Years during Genocide," and will discuss issues in Burundi during his talk. 

CONTACT: Paul Bjerk, assistant professor of African history, (806) 742-3744 or 
paul. bj erk@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Experts Can Speak to a Variety of Super Bowl Story Lines 

PitchDD 
The countdown to Sunday' s Super Bowl has started and Texas Tech University experts 
can speak to a variety of subjects involving the biggest U.S. sporting event of the year. 

ExpertsD 

Business 
Lin Humphrey, marketing doctoral student, (972) 415-6786, william.humphrey@ttu.edu 

• While the economy continues to suffer, spending for the annual Super Bowl 
advertising appears strong. This year's spending is keeping pace with past years, 
and ads averaged at $3 million a spot this year sold out months ago. The Super 
Bowl should continue to be an advertising event despite economic issues, but the 
mix of firms spending will reflect the relative health of their industry sectors. 

Food/nutrition 
Jamie Cooper, assistant professor in the Department of Nutrition, Hospitality and 
Retailing, (806) 742-3068 or jamie.a.cooper@ttu.edu 

• The Super Bowl also usually means Super Bowl parties and a wide variety of 
mostly unhealthy food options. Cooper can speak about easy alternatives when 
making those food choices. 

Dewey McMurrey, executive chef, Hospitality Services, (806) 742-1360, 
dewey.mcmurrey@ttu.edu. . 

• Looking for a new appetizer to unveil at your Super Bowl party, try McMurrey' s 
recipe for Twice Baked Potato Bacon Skins. 

Predictions 
Alan Reifman, professor, Human Development and Family Studies, (806) 742-3000, ext. 
274 or alan.reifman@ttu.edu. 

• The New England Patriots have won 10 games in a row, and the New York Giants 
five. The Giants also are the first team with a four-game losing streak in the 
regular season to make the Super Bowl since the 2002 Oakland Raiders. So whose 
luck will continue Super Bowl Sunday? Reifman, who studies sports streakiness 
and is the author of "Hot Hand: The Statistics Behind Sports' Greatest Streaks," 
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can offer his scientific view. You can read his blog 
at http://thehothand.blogspot.com/. 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Grant Looks for Ways to Keep Salmonella out of Cattle and Beef 
Collaborative team leads research to improve the safety of beef. 

A team of Texas Tech University researchers were awarded $540,000 from the US 
Department of Agriculture and an additional $150,000 matching funds from the Beef 
Checkoff program to research and provide solutions for Salmonella in cattle. 

The researchers from Texas Tech's International Center for Food Industry Excellence, in 
collaboration with scientists from USDA's Agricultural Research Services, will explore 
important factors that contribute to Salmonella being carried by cattle. With this 
knowledge, the team will then engage the beef industry to develop and implement 
practical solutions to reduce the likelihood that Salmonella finds its way into the beef. 

"Our team is focused on improving food safety and public health," said lead researcher 
Guy Loneragan, a professor of food safety and public health. "In this project, we will 
conduct a variety of targeted basic and applied research which then helps to inform our 
stakeholder engagement. This engagement in turn helps us narrow in on those solutions 
that are the most practical, implementable, and therefore, likely to have a beneficial 
impact." 

Texas Tech's team includes Loneragan, Mindy Brashears, Todd Brashears, Mike Ballou, 
Chance Brooks and Mark Miller. 

"This is a complex task and requires constructive and coordinated interaction of research, 
education and outreach efforts," Loneragan said. "Our great team includes 
microbiologists, epidemiologists, meat scientists, immunologists and educational 
specialists." 

Loneragan said they have initiated parts of the project by hiring a graduate student, 
engaging the industry, preparing the collaborators and looking to receive samples in the 
next 60 days. 

The research includes a series of basic and applied experiments at Texas Tech and with 
the two collaborators. 

"Some of these basic experiments will help us better understand how Salmonella gets to 
the lymph nodes and then how and where it survives in the nodes," Loneragan said. "On 
a more applied approach, we will implement a surveillance program with industry to 
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describe the seasonal, regional, and animal-type risk factors for having Salmonella in 
lymph nodes. We will also conduct some studies pre-harvest to determine if there are 
steps we can take to reduce the likelihood that animals will be positive for Salmonella in 
their lymph nodes." 

Loneragan said they will then develop best practices and distribute information about 
those practices within the industry. 

Most of the basic and applied studies will be conducted over the next 18 months. The 
study runs through September 2014. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu and on Twitter 
@TexasTechMedia. 

CONTACT: Guy Loneragan, professor, Department of Animal and Food Sciences, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2805 ext. 268, or guy.loneragan@ttu.edu. 
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