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(I) TEXAS TECH UNIVERSTIY SYSTEM" 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 3, 2010 

News Release 

CONTACT: Russ Bookbinder, russ.bookbinder@ttu.edu 
(806) 742-0012 

Student Regent Named for Texas Tech University System 

Gov. Rick Perry today (May 3) appointed Jeff Harris as the Texas Tech University 
System Student Regent. 

Harris, a senior political science major at Angelo State University (ASU), is the first 
student from ASU to serve on the Texas Tech University System Board of Regents. His 
one-year term begins June 1. 

"We are thrilled to have Jeff as our new student regent," said Kent Hance, chancellor of 
the Texas Tech University System. "Students remain our first priority at each of our 
institutions, and Jeff will ensure the essential communication between the administration 
and our student body. I am confident he will do an outstanding job serving his 
classmates and the Texas Tech University System." 

Harris, from San Angelo, was elected to his second term as president of the ASU Student 
Government Association (SGA) in April. He is also a candidate for San Angelo City 
Council, District 5, in the May 8 municipal election. 

ASU President Joseph C. Rallo said, "This appointment is a great honor for Jeff and for 
Angelo State University because it further recognizes his dedication to public service." 

By law, the student regent rotates between Texas Tech University, Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center and Angelo State University and serves a one-year term. Harris 
replaces Kyle Miller, a medical student at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences 
Center. 

Harris is scheduled to complete his bachelor's degree this year and then begin his Master 
of Public Administration through ASU's Department of Political Science and Criminal 
Justice. He has been involved in a variety of political activities, having served as 
president of the College Republicans at ASU and as an intern in U.S. Rep. Mike 
Conaway's San Angelo office. 
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* TEXAS TECH UNIVERSI'IY' 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 3, 2010 
CONTACT: Sally Logue Post, sally.post@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Chris Cook Joins Texas Tech Communications and Marketing Office 

Long-time Texas Tech University sports information director Chris Cook is taking on a 
new role at the university - director of communications. 

He joined the Office of Communications and Marketing today (May 3). Cook will 
oversee the media relations efforts of the university and act as the university' s 
spokesperson. He also will assist in the development and execution of a comprehensive 
communications strategy to align with the university's newly adopted strategic plan. 

"Chris is well respected and has extensive experience working with media from across 
the country," said Mary Larson Diaz, associate vice president for external relations. "We 
look forward to the new ideas and energy Chris will bring to our team." 

Sally Logue Post, who has served as communications director is taking on a new role to 
concentrate on special projects and strategic communications needs. 

Cook has spent the last 11 years in the Texas Tech Athletics Media Relations Office, the 
last nine as the department's director of media relations. He oversaw the publicity efforts 
of the Red Raider football program and directed a staff of four sports information 
professionals, who coordinated the media efforts for Texas Tech's 17 intercollegiate sport 
programs. 

Prior to landing on the South Plains, Cook was an assistant sports information director for 
five years at Saint Louis University from 1994-99 and spent the 1993-94 season as an 
intern at Western Kentucky University. 

A 1993 graduate of Louisiana Tech University with a degree in journalism, Cook and his 
wife, Jennifer, have a four-year-old son, Jack. 
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Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Mary Larson Diaz, associate vice president for external relations, (806) 
742-2136 or mary.diaz@ttu.edu. 
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TEXAS TECH UNIVERSI'IY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 3, 2010 
CONTACT: Cory Chandler, cory.chandler@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Vietnamese University of Technical Education Signs Agreement with Texas Tech 

Representatives from the University of Technical Education (UTE) in Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam signed a memorandum of understanding with Texas Tech University establishing 
a cooperative program for undergraduate education. 

The arrangement will allow qualified students from UTE to obtain a bachelor' s degree 
from Texas Tech in the fields of industrial engineering, computer science, finance and 
banking and business administration. 

Students from UTE would complete a predetermined number of courses in Vietnam and 
then transfer to Texas Tech to finish their degrees. 

UTE is the nation's leading technical education institution and is one of200 vocational 
training institutions in Vietnam seeking to raise the percentage of educated labor force in 
Vietnam by 40 percent in 2010. 

This agreement builds upon the work of the Vietnam Center and Archive at Texas Tech 
which is home to the largest collection of Vietnam-related material outside of the National 
Archives in Washington, D.C. The Vietnam Center and Archive has assisted with 
numerous academic agreements between Texas Tech and Vietnamese universities to 
include the University ofDaNang and Open University ofHo Chi Minh City. 

Contact: Victoria Lovelady, communications coordinator, Vietnam Center and 
Archive, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3742 or victoria.lovelady@ttu.edu 
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TEXAS TECH UNIVERSI1Y" 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 3, 2010 
CONTACT: Megan Robare, lee.robare@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Professor Receives Piper Foundation Award 

A Texas Tech University professor has been honored with a Piper Foundation Minnie 
Stevens Piper Professorship. 

Debra Laverie was selected as a Piper Professor of 2010 for exceptional dedication to 
teaching. She is a professor of marketing, the Rawls Professor of Business and the senior 
associate dean of the Rawls College of Business. She is the past area coordinator of 
marketing and director of the Teaching, Learning and Technology Center. 

The Piper Foundation honors effective and dedicated teachers. Awards of$5,000 each are 
made to 15 professors annually for superior teaching at the college level. Laverie was 
nominated by Texas Tech's Office of the President. 

"I am delighted, but not surprised, that Debbie has been selected as a Piper Professor," 
said Guy Bailey, president of Texas Tech. "Her enthusiasm for the art of teaching 
certainly permeates her classrooms every day, as her list of teaching awards is already 
very extensive. I applaud Debbie for her success, and for bringing this impressive award 
to our campus." 

After completing the doctorate program at Arizona State University, Laverie joined the 
Texas Tech marketing faculty in 1995. She received her master's from the University of 
Notre Dame and her undergraduate from Saint Mary's College. 

Laverie also has been awarded the Chancellor's Distinguished Teaching Award, the 
Academy of Marketing Science Outstanding Teacher Award and the President's 
Excellence in Teaching Award. 

The Piper Professor honor began in 1958 and includes outstanding professors from two
and four-year public and private colleges and universities. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Debra Laverie, director, Rawls College of Business, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-3953, or debbie.laverie@ttu.edu. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 3, 2010 
CONTACT: Megan Robare, lee.robare@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Law Professor Earns Lola Wright Ethics Award 

A Texas Tech University professor oflaw was selected as recipient of the Lola Wright 
Ethics Award by the Texas Bar Foundation. 

Susan Saab Fortney, a Horn Professor and associate dean for research for the Law 
School, received the award based on her outstanding public service in advancing and 
enhancing legal ethics in Texas. 

Fortney's current work focuses on law firm ethics and governance. She has conducted 
empirical studies on lawyer conduct and co-authored the nation's first textbook on legal 
malpractice law. Fortney has also served as a volunteer in the Texas disciplinary system 
at every level from chairing the Texas Supreme Court Grievance Oversight Committee to 
serving as a volunteer on a local grievance committee. 

"Congratulations to Susan not only for receiving this most prestigious award, but also for 
her leadership in our profession in the vitally important field of ethics," said Walt 
Huffman, dean of the Texas Tech School of Law. 

Fortney's award, along with the Texas Bar Foundation Award for the best legal article in 
Texas won by Bryan Camp, Texas Tech School of Law professor, will be presented at the 
Texas Bar Foundation Fellows banquet June 11 during the State Bar Convention in Fort 
Worth. 

The Lola Wright Foundation Award is the most prestigious Legal Ethics Award in Texas. 
It was established in 1985 and is presented in memory of Coleman Gay, a distinguished 
Texas lawyer who exemplified the highest standards of professional ethics. A cash award 
of$5,000 is given to the recipient for donation to the charity of his or her choice. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Casey Carson, director of alumni relations, Texas Tech University 
School of Law, (806) 742-3990 ext. 315, or casey.carson@ttu.edu. 
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* TEXAS TECH UNNERSI1Y 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 3, 2010 
CONTACT: Sherrel Jones, sherrel.jones@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Professors to Release Second Textbook on Wildlife Toxicology 

A Texas Tech University professor has edited the first textbook to address environmental 
threats to wildlife in a single volwne and recommend proven mitigation techniques to 
protect and sustain Earth's wildlife populations. 

Ron Kendall, director of The Institute of Environmental and Hwnan Health (TIEHH), is 
chief editor of Wildlife Toxicology: Emerging Containment and Biodiversity Issues, 
which provides a global assessment of a range of environmental stressors, including 
pesticides, environmental contaminants, other emerging chemical threats and their impact 
on wildlife populations. 

Other editors include Professors George Cobb and Stephen Cox at TIEHH, and Professor 
Tom Lacher at Texas A&M University. World-renowned conservation authority Thomas 
Lovejoy provides a forward to the text. 

"These textbooks get attention because they establish academic leadership," Kendall said. 
"Students say they want to come here because we are the leaders. It is inspiring to us. 
This book is a part of Texas Tech' s research journey in environmental toxicology. The 
book itself has international participation from here to Africa and around the world." 

The textbook also addresses atmospheric pollution that leads to species range shifts, 
ocean acidification, coral bleaching and impacts on heightened UV influx. The text 
presents several case studies that demonstrate effects of contaminants on species and 
impacts on communities. 

Randy Brehm, editor for Chemical and Life Sciences Group at Taylor and Francis 
publishing finn, said there are 200 books on backorder. 

"This is a novel book in the area and it is a hot field," Brehm said, "and the cool part 
about it is that Ron founded this area of science. The book is done by the person who 
should have done it." 

After "Wildlife Toxicology and Population Modeling" was a best-selling text among the 
scientific community, Kendall was asked to create another expected bestseller, Brehm 
said. 
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The book is scheduled for release May 10. For more information, visit 
www.crcpress.com/product/isbn/9781439817940. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Ron Kendall, professor, Department of Environmental Toxicology, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 885-4567, or ron.kendall@tiehh.ttu.edu 



~ TEXAS TECH UNNERSI'IY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 3, 2010 
CONTACT: Cory Chandler, cory.chandler@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

Advisory 

Texas Tech Announces Contribution from Bayer CropScience 

WHAT: Contribution announcement 

WHEN: 10:30 a.m. Tuesday (May 4) 

WHERE: The Red Raider Lounge of the Student Union Building 

EVENT: Texas Tech University announces a contribution from Bayer CropScience 
to the Department of Plant and Soil Sciences. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Thomas Thompson, chairman of the Department of Plant and Soil 
Sciences, College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-2136 or thomas.thompson@ttu.edu. 
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~ TEXAS TECH UNIVERSI1Y 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May4, 2010 
CONTACT: Sally Logue Post, sally.post@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 or (806) 773-3907 
Chris Cook, chris.cook@ttu.edu 
(806) 742-2136 or (806) 787-5648 

News Release 

Texas Tech Files Motion to Dismiss Mike Leach Lawsuit 

Texas Tech University attorneys today (May 4) filed motions to dismiss the lawsuit filed 
by former football coach Mike Leach against the university and against four Texas Tech 
employees. 

Today' s motions include additional information that further validates Texas Tech's 
position. 

"This information leaves no doubt that what we have been saying over the past four 
months is true: Coach Leach' s case has no merit, either factually or legally," said 
university attorney Dicky Grigg. 

Among the new information is an affidavit from Dr. Robert Cantu, one of the nation' s 
leading neurological surgeons who has served as an expert to NFL Commissioner Roger 
Goodell and the NFL' s concussion committee. After reviewing the evidence in the case, 
Dr. Cantu found that the student athlete had sustained a concussion, and that, in his expert 
medical opinion, Leach's actions "constituted totally inappropriate management and care 
for a concussion" and called the mistreatment of this athlete "unconscionable." 

Dr. Cantu went on to say, "I am troubled to think of the extremely negative effect that 
this humiliating treatment of Adam James by Coach Leach most probably had on other 
members of the football team. The treatment of Adam James would have a chilling effect 
on teammates reporting their own concussion symptoms and in my opinion was an 
entirely inappropriate message to send to these student athletes." 

The motions also include new affidavits by football trainers Steve Pincock and Buzz 
Chisum. In those statements, Leach told Chisum that the student' s concussion was "a 
bunch of(expletive) (expletive)." In a staff meeting around the time the student was 
diagnosed, Leach told Pincock to "tell the doctors that we don' t have any more 
concussions around here." 

"Look at Dr. Cantu' s statement and the additional information from the team trainers," 
said Grigg. "It is obvious that this is no way to treat a student athlete with a concussion 
regardless of a coach's opinion of the player' s attitude or ability." 
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As to Leach's claims of conspiracy - Grigg said nobody in the administration wanted to 
terminate Coach Leach. 

"Kent Hance, Guy Bailey and Gerald Myers repeatedly tried to get Coach Leach to 
address the issue constructively in order to move forward, but he refused," said Grigg. 
"What Leach did was too wrong to ignore. His mistreatment of a player was - as Dr. 
Cantu said - unconscionable. Despite the numerous efforts of the administration, Leach 
refused to take responsibility for his actions and refused to work toward resolving the 
situation." 
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~ TEXAS TECH UNIVERSJ'IY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 4, 2010 
CONTACT: Cory Chandler, cory.chandler@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Bayer CropScience Contributes $7.5 million to Support Research at Texas Tech 

Bayer CropScience announces a $7.5 million contribution to the Texas Tech University 
Department of Plant and Soil Sciences, Lubbock, Texas. 

The contribution in support of new research initiatives and facilities development is 
eligible for a full funding match through the Texas Research Incentive Program (TRIP), 
creating a $15 million total contribution to the university. 

Of this, $10 million will be allocated to support a research collaboration between Bayer 
CropScience and the university, and $5 million will go toward a planned Plant and Soil 
Sciences Building. The collaborative research project will be focused on developing cotton 
with improved fiber properties. The project includes scientists affiliated with the Fiber and 
Biopolymer Research Institute within the Department of Plant and Soil Science. 

"Texas Tech is a leading agricultural research institution with which Bayer CropScience 
has enjoyed a close relationship," said Joachim Schneider, head of the BioScience 
Business Unit of Bayer CropScience. "We're committed to delivering innovation in cotton 
that will improve the sustainability and economic value of cotton from the farm all the way 
to consumers. Texas Tech is a natural partner for us in this effort, as it has the drive, focus, 
cotton expertise and outstanding research capabilities that will be needed to turn promising 
research concepts into reality." 

"Bayer CropScience has a proven track record of innovation and success," said Texas Tech 
University System Chancellor Kent Hance. "It is a world leader in crop protection and 
plant biotechnology, and we are honored that it continues to partner with Texas Tech to 
meet the needs of consumers and the cotton industry. This contributio~ provides a 
considerable boost toward Texas Tech's goal of achieving Tier One research status." 

Texas Tech announced in September that it qualified for $21.5 million in matching grants 
through TRIP, established by the Texas Legislature for seven designated research 
universities to achieve national research university or Tier One status. TRIP grants match 
1 00 percent of contributions and endowments between $2 million and $10 million. 

"This contribution from Bayer CropScience will enhance our already formidable research 
and academics in the Department of Plant and Soil Sciences," said Texas Tech President 
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Guy Bailey. "It also continues a longstanding and productive research relationship between 
Texas Tech and Bayer CropScience." 

About Bayer CropScience 
Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the fields of health care, nutrition 
and high-tech materials. Bayer CropScience AG, a subsidiary of Bayer AG with annual 
sales of about EUR 6.5 billion (2009), is one of the world's leading innovative crop 
science companies in the areas of crop protection, non-agricultural pest control, seeds 
and traits. The company offers an outstanding range of products and extensive service 
backup for modem, sustainable agriculture and for non-agricultural applications. Bayer 
CropScience has a global workforce of 18,700 and is represented in more than 120 
countries. This and further news is available at: www.press.bayercropscience.com. 

About Texas Tech University 
Texas Tech University is a growing university on track to meet state criteria for 
designation as a national research university. Established in 1923, Texas Tech has the 
distinction of being the largest comprehensive higher education institution in the western 
two-thirds of the state and serves a region larger than 46 of the nation's 50 states. Its more 
than 30,000 students attend classes on a 1,840-acre campus that is the only in Texas to 
house undergraduate and graduate schools, a law school and medical school. Texas Tech 
offers more than 150 undergraduate, 100 master' s and 50 doctoral degree programs 
through 11 academic colleges, a graduate school and a school of law. 

The Department of Plant in Soil Sciences is located in the College of Agricultural Sciences 
and Natural Resources. Faculty teach and conduct research in areas including 
biotechnology; crop, soil and turf science; horticulture; pest management and crop 
production. Learn more at http://today.ttu.edu/201 0/05/texas-tech-receives-bayer
cropscience-research-contribution. 

Contact: Bayer CropScience: Richard Breum, +49 2173 38-3270, or 
richard.breum@bayercropscience.com. Texas Tech University: Thomas Thompson, 
(806) 742-2838 or thomas.thompson@ttu.edu 

Find more information at www.bayercropsience.com. 
rib (20 1 0:-0216E) 

Forward-Looking Statements 

This release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and 
forecasts made by Bayer Group or subgroup management. Various known and unknown 
risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences between the actual 
future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company and the 
estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in Bayer's public reports which 
are available on the Bayer website at www.bayer.com. The company assumes no liability 
whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to conform them to future events 
or developments. 



* TEXAS TECH UNIVERSI'IY' 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 4, 2010 
CONTACT: Sally Logue Post, sally.post@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

Advisory 

News Conference on Texas Tech Motions in Leach Lawsuit 

WHO: Dicky Grigg, Texas Tech University attorney 

WHAT: News Conference 

WHEN: 4:30p.m. 

WHERE: Board of Regents meeting room, 2nd floor, Administration Building 

EVENT: Comments concerning motions filed today by Texas Tech in the Mike Leach 
lawsuit. 

CONTACT: Sally Logue Post, director, Office of Communications and Marketing, 
(806) 742-2136 or sally.post@ttu.edu. 
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TEXAS TECH UNIVERSI'IY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 5, 2010 
CONTACT: John Davis, john. w.davis@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Ecotoxicologist Available to Discuss 
Oil Rig Spill on Gulf Coast Environment 

As oil continues to creep toward Louisiana shores from the exploded Deepwater Horizon 
oil rig, questions have emerged as to how this spill will impact the ecology of the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Gulf States. 

Ron Kendall is director of The Institute of Environmental and Human Health at Texas 
Tech University. He can discuss the toxic effects of oil on birds, reptiles, shrimp, fish and 
other wildlife. He was a part of the assessment for the Exxon Valdez as well as other oil 
spills and contamination events. 

He is the chief editor of the textbook, "Wildlife Toxicology: Emerging Containment and 
Biodiversity Issues," which is scheduled to release on May 10 and provides a global 
assessment of a range of environmental stressors, including pesticides, environmental 
contaminants and other emerging chemical threats as well as their impact on wildlife 
populations. 

The book is published by Taylor and Francis publishing firm. 

CONTACT: Ron Kendall, director, The Institute of Environmental and Human 
Health, Texas Tech University, (806) 885-4567, or ron.kendall@tiehh.ttu.edu. 
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 5, 2010 
CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, leslie.cranford@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Law Grads Top Texas Law Schools on February Bar Examination 
Highest percentage of students pass first-time test than any other law school. 

With a first-time pass rate of95.45 percent, the Texas Tech University School of Law once 
again led all Texas law schools on the February Bar Examination. 

The overall pass rate for graduates of the nine Texas law schools taking the bar for the first 
time was 80.51 percent. 

"This first-time takers pass rate is a really exceptional passing percentage on one of the 
nation' s most difficult bar examinations," said Walt Huffman, dean of the law school. 
"This extraordinary performance by our graduates and the faculty who prepared them 
dramatically reinforce our growing reputation as the premier law school in Texas. 

"I congratulate our newly-licensed colleagues, including those 11 graduates who, on 
repeating the bar exam, all passed as well. We admire their talent and their diligent 
preparation." 

Historically, Texas Tech law students have done well on the bar exam. In February 2000, 
Texas Tech law students achieved a 100 percent passing rate for first-time exam takers. In 
February 2005 Texas Tech topped all Texas law schools, with a 90.63 percent pass rate, 
and in July 2005 was again the top public law school, with a 91.01 percent passing rate. In 
February 2008 Texas Tech again had the best pass rate among public law schools with 
92.86 percent, and in July 2009 Texas Tech law again bested all Texas law schools with a 
pass rate of94.52 percent. 
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CONTACT: Casey Carson, director of alumni relations, Texas Tech University 
School of Law, (806) 742-3990 ext. 315, or casey.carson@ttu.edu. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 5, 2010 
CONTACT: Megan Robare, lee.robare@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Professors Named Investment Advisor's Top 30 Financial Planners 

Two Texas Tech University professors were listed in Investment Advisor magazine's 
Thirty for Thirty most influential financial planners. 

Harold Evensky, president and CEO of Evensky & Katz Wealth Management, and Deena 
Katz, chairman of Evensky & Katz, were listed as two of the top 30 individuals dedicated 
to their profession for the past 30 years. 

Evensky, adjunct professor in the College of Human Sciences at Texas Tech, served as 
vice president of investments with major investment banking firms prior to forming his 
own company. He received his bachelor's and master's degree from Cornell University. 

He has been recognized by Worth as one of the Top 100 wealth managers for five 
consecutive years. In 2006 he received the Skip Viragh Award for industry excellence. 

"I am complimented and humbled to once again be recognized by Investment Advisor 
and to see my name linked with so many extraordinary individuals who have contributed 
to the development of my profession of financial planning," Evensky said. 

Katz, associate professor in the Department of Personal Financial Planning in the College 
of Human Sciences, was one of the first advisers named as Financial Planning 
magazine's Movers and Shakers for 2001. 

In 2001 and 2002, she was one of Accounting Today' s Top Ten Names to Know in 
Financial Planning. She now mentors the next generation of advisers as a professor at 
Texas Tech. 

"I am once again humbled to be among so many prominent names in our field, and 
equally honored to be recognized for a profession that I love," Katz said. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Harold Evensky, applied and professional studies professor, College of 
Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-5050 ext.268, or 
harold.evensky@ttu.edu. Deena Katz, applied and professional studies associate 
professor, College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-5033 or 
deena.katz@ttu.edu. 
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CONTACT: Erin Hawes, erin.hawes@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Graduate Class Serves More Than Just Food to the Hungry 

When people are gracious enough to donate food to the hungry, they generally give away 
the cheap and generic products that have been tucked back in their pantries for a while-
beans, canned foods, tortillas, bread .. . sometimes maybe even some fresh meat. 

This is not the case for Debra Reed, professor in the College of Human Sciences, and her 
graduate class, whose main project for the semester was to develop a healthy cookbook 
with simple and inexpensive recipes that are simultaneously tasty. 

The purpose of Reed's class is to not only feed the hungry, but to provide them with 
healthy meal choices and educate them about healthier foods and physical activity. 

She's taught the class for several years, and each semester the class holds a different focus. 

"We felt like this was an important area to give our students some more awareness and also 
to possibly make a really small difference in Lubbock and maybe beyond," Reed said. 

Reed and her graduate class showcased the cookbook Wednesday night. Some of the 
recipes included in the cookbook were a pumpkin chili Mexicana, and spinach and ham 
quiche as well as an easy chicken pot pie. She said that her class has gained a greater 
awareness of homelessness and that it is helping them put a face on the issue of food 
insecurity instead of just reading about it. 

During the semester, Reed and some of her graduate students would head to Family Impact 
Church every Wednesday evening and feed the hungry. Reed said many churches around 
Lubbock would come to Family Impact to volunteer and distribute their share of donated 
food and serve it to the 250 people who show up. 

Throughout the semester, Reed and her class developed nutrition education materials for 
people who come to the church. Healthy and inexpensive grocery lists as well as ideas for 
fun physical activity were among the materials. 

"There are healthy grocery lists for middle and high income people but, we are adapting 
that for lower income people," she said. 

The class also worked on creating innovative recipes that the "food insecure" could 
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prepare and purchase for low cost. Reed explains that food insecurity is a reference for 
people who are not homeless, but are unsure whether or not they will receive their next 
meal. She said people that are food insecure have to make everyday choices whether they 
are going to purchase food or pay their rent or bills. 

"The cookbook is very needed because there are a lot of church groups nationwide and 
nonprofit and volunteer groups who do these eating types of projects and they may not 
have much expertise in terms of nutrition and preparation," Reed said. 

Many of her students could not find many quantity-filled recipes that are distributed at 
food kitchens or food centers, so she said the students had to do a lot of creative thinking. 
It was brought to Reed's attention that these recipes should be posted on a website in order 
for other people to view the content and use the recipes. 

She also said that she and her class are trying to help the hungry find inexpensive ways of 
physical activity, especially for children. She said a lot of the homeless and food insecure 
do not exercise because they believe the only form of exercise comes in a gym 
membership. Reed said there are many activities that can be done with balls or jump ropes 
or games that incorporate a healthy amount of activity in children as well as their parents. 

"We are actually encouraging parents to be physically active with their children," Reed 
said. "It helps both the parents and children, and research has shown that children really 
want their parents to do things with them." 

Role-modeling plays an immense part in the healthy development of a child, which is why 
Reed and her class strive to offer healthy and inexpensive opportunities to these people. 

"Connecting kids and their parents with food preparation as well as physical activity is just 
a win-win situation," she said. 

CONTACT: Debra Reed, Professor, College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech 
University (806) 742-3068, or debra.reed@ttu.edu 
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CONTACT: Sally Logue Post, sally.post@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Attorney's Response to False Statement by Leach Attorney 

Any insinuation by Mike Leach or his lawyers that Steve Pincock was coerced into 
signing his affidavit is totally false. Pincock' s affidavit is true, correct and sworn to. His 
affidavit was reviewed and approved by his personal attorney. Pincock's affidavit is 
further corroborated by fellow trainer Buzz Chisum's sworn affidavit. Leach's people are 
willing to do or say anything to deflect from the reason the coach was fired by Texas 
Tech- the irresponsible treatment of an injured student athlete and insubordination. 

Dicky Grigg 
Texas Tech attorney 
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News Release 

CONTACT: Suzanne Williams, suzanne.williams@ttu.edu 
(806) 742-2136 

Texas Tech Institute Director Receives Alumni Award from Virginia Tech 

The director of Texas Tech University' s Institute of Environmental and Human Health received 
the Gerald H. Cross Alumni Leadership Award from Virginia Tech University. 

The Department of Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia 
recognized Ron Kendall for his outstanding achievements in leadership. 

"I was extremely honored to be selected to receive the Gerald H. Cross Alumni Leadership 

Award," said Kendall. "It is really an amazing feeling for our alma mater to reach out 30 years 
later to tap you with recognition that you are among its best graduates." 

The award has only been given four times in its tenure with the previous recipient being honored 

three years ago. Kendall was honored for more than 30 years in the field of wildlife toxicology. 

Receiving his doctorate at Virginia Tech in 1980, Kendall worked under the mentorship of Pat 
Scanlon. Kendall founded three institutes responsible for leading toxicological research 
including Texas Tech' s Institute of Environmental and Human Health. 

In relation to receiving the award, Virginia Tech invited Kendall to speak at the university 

regarding his research and leadership within the field. His speech was titled, "Leadership: it's not 
a once in a while thing, it's an ·everyday thing." Kendall highlighted in his speech his experience 
as a doctoral student at Virginia Tech and lessons learned over the past 30 years. 

"Clearly, Dr. Kendall has demonstrated leadership in all domains of university life, and merits 
recognition with the Gerald E. Cross Alumni Leadership Award," said Eric Hallerman, chairman 
of the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences in the College ofNatural Resources at 
Virginia Tech. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
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CONTACT: Ron Kendall, director, Institute of Environmental and Human Health, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 885-4567, or ron.kendall@ttu.edu. 
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CONTACT: Cory Chandler, cory.chandler@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

KNCH-FM Off-Air for Maintenance Monday 

KNCH-FM, the public radio station serving San Angelo and the Concho Valley, will be 
off-air Monday (May 1 0). The outage is to resolve issues with the audio link between 
Lubbock and San Angelo. 

Derrick Ginter, general manager of Texas Tech Public Media, said there has been a 
problem with the current link being used to send audio from the Texas Tech campus to the 
KNCH transmitter. 

"We had problems with the permanent link we originally intended to use and are now 
using a backup means to get audio down to San Angelo," Ginter said. "We currently send 
our audio to Austin via the Internet, and then they send it via a T -1 circuit to San Angelo 
for broadcast." 

"The problem we're having right now is with the link to Austin over the Internet. The 
audio drops out or gets garbled once the network traffic becomes too congested, and that 
usually occurs in the mornings." 

"We had a T-1 circuit installed for the takeover, but the unit we planned to use with it here 
in Lubbock will not communicate with the unit in San Angelo. The plan now is to bring 
the unit from Austin to use here in Lubbock." 

The equipment will be taken out of service sometime Monday morning, killing the audio 
feed and causing KNCH to go off the air. The unit will then be driven to Lubbock during 
the day, and be installed immediately upon its delivery. If successful, KNCH will be back 
on the air Monday evening. 

CONTACT: Derrick Ginter, general manager, Texas Tech Public Media, Texas Tech 
University (806) 762-3100 or derrick.ginter@ttu.edu 
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(806) 742-2136 

[Editor's note: Only the Saturday afternoon event is open to the public] 

Texas Tech Wind Science Center Celebrates 40 Years of Finding Solutions 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

40th anniversary of Texas Tech University Wind Science and Engineering 
Research Center (WISE) 

Friday and Saturday (May 7-8) 

Various locations 

Beginning with a reception on Friday night for faculty, staff and alumni, 
several events will be taking place to mark the anniversary of the 
inauguration of the center. There is a public event on Saturday. 

Saturday (May 8) 
8:30-10 a.m. 

• 
• 

• 

• 

10:30-noon 

International Cultural Center 
Impact of wind program; moderator: Scott Norville, chair of the 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Impact on institution by Don Haragan, president emeritus 
Impact on wind engineering by Jim McDonald, retired chair of the 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Impact on engineering profession by Kishor Mehta, former director of the 
Wind Science and Engineering Research Center 
Impact on society by Ernst Kiesling, professor of civil engineering and 
executive director of the National Storm Shelter Association 

Professional experiences of alumni; moderator: Richard Peterson, 
associate director of WISE 

12:30-2 p.m. Lunch at Reese Technology Center including celebrating the lOth 
Anniversary of West Texas Mesonet; moderator: Andy Swift, director of 
WISE 

2-4:30 p.m. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: Demonstration of the facilities at Reese 
Technology Center (field site, debris impact, VorTECH, radars, StickNet, 
and alumni, student and faculty posters) 
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Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, senior editor, Communications and Marketing, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 742-2136 or leslie.cranford@ttu.edu. 



I TEXAS TECH UNIVERSI1Y 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 7, 2010 
CONTACT: Cory Chandler, cory.chandler@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

District Judge, "Super Lawyer" Speak to Texas Tech Graduates 

Royal Furgeson, senior U.S. district judge for the Northern District of Texas, will speak 
May 14-15 at four Texas Tech University commencement ceremonies. 

Texas lawyer W. Mark Lanier will speak at 6 p.m. May 15 at the School of Law Hooding 
Ceremony. 

A record 3,328 students will receive diplomas during the five ceremonies held at the 
United Spirit Arena. 

Commencement exercises for the Edward E. Whitacre Jr. College of Engineering and the 
Colleges of Education, Architecture, Visual & Performing Arts and Human Sciences as 
well as students receiving university studies degrees begin at 4 p.m. May 14. The Graduate 
School ceremony follows at 7 p.m. 

The Colleges of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, University College, Mass 
Communications, Honors College and the Jerry S. Rawls College of Business host 
exercises beginning at 9 a.m. May 15. A ceremony for the College of Arts and Sciences 
follows at 1:30 p.m. 

About the speakers 
Furgeson was appointed senior U.S. district judge for the Northern District of Texas in 
December 2008. 

He is a 1964 Texas Tech graduate with a bachelor ofEnglish degree, and a 1967 graduate 
of the University of Texas School of Law. While at Texas Tech, Furgeson lettered on the 
men's basketball team and served as student body president. In 2007, he was named as a 
Distinguished Alumni by the Texas Tech Alumni Association and named as a West Texas 
Legal Legend by the Texas Tech School of Law in 2008. 

He is a former shareholder of the law firm of Kemp, Smith, Duncan & Hammond, and a 
former U.S. District Judge in the El Paso, Midland and San Antonio Divisions. In 2009, 
Furgeson received the Standing Ovation Award from the State Bar of Texas CLE. 

Lanier earned his law degree from the Texas Tech School of Law in 1984 and founded The 
Lanier Law Firm in 1990. Since then, Lanier has earned widespread recognition as one of 
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the top trial lawyers in the United States. His work is supported by firm offices in Houston, 
New York, Los Angeles and Palo Alto, Calif. 

The National Law Journal named Lanier one of nation's Top 10 Trial Attorneys in 1998 
and 2006, the same year the publication named him as one of the 100 Most Influential 
Lawyers in America. In 2010, The National Law Journal named Lanier as one of the most 
Influential Attorneys of the Decade. He has earned similar honors from other publications, 
including The American Lawyer and Texas Monthly. 

In a statewide attorney survey published in Texas Monthly magazine, Lanier has earned 
selection to the Texas Super Lawyers list in 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009. 
In 2002, Texas Lawyer named Lanier as one of the Top 5 "Go To" personal injury plaintiff 
attorneys in Texas. The same publication named Lanier as its 2005 "Impact Player of the 
Year" and later recognized him as the Top Personal Injury Lawyer in Texas in 2007. 



~ 
TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 7, 2010 
CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, leslie.cranford@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Wind Research Center Celebrates 40 Years of Finding Solutions 

The deadly F5 May 11 , 1970 tornado that swept through Lubbock, and Hurricane Celia, 
which devastated Corpus Christi later that year, easily could have had no positive 
outcomes. 

But as Texas Tech University's Wind Science and Engineering Research Center (WISE) 
prepares to commemorate its 40th anniversary, the event marks the gathering of four 
decades of data, of studying the destructive storms and developing new life-saving 
technologies and methods of warning and damage mitigation. 

WISE will host a demonstration of the facilities from 2-4:30 p.m. Saturday (May 8) in 
Building 250, Reese Technology Center, including the field site, debris impact cannon, 
VorTECH, radars, StickNet, and alumni, student and faculty posters. 

Kishor Mehta, Hom Professor in Civil Engineering and former director of the center, 
said that a group of Texas Tech professors was motivated by the 1970 disasters to form 
the center, which was originally called the Institute for Disaster Research. 

"No one studied things like this at the time," Mehta said. "We looked around us and 
realized we were in the perfect place to learn more about how wind damages buildings 
and how to prevent it. It was an opportunity to take a tragedy and tum it into a way to 
make concrete, positive change in people' s lives." 

Through the collaborative work of the center, scientists and engineers have collected one 
of the country's largest repositories of wind damage data and helped develop the 
Enhanced Fujita Scale implemented in 2007 by the National Weather Service. 

In 40 years, the center has grown to comprise 26 faculty affiliates from 12 research fields, 
three research associates, 10 professional staff, 20 grad students, and it encompasses 
research expenditures averaging about $2 million per year. 

Led by Mehta, Texas Tech developed the first doctoral degree curriculum in wind science 
and engineering in the U.S. The multidisciplinary degree was approved by the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board in 2007. 

-more-
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WISE researchers have garnered national and international acclaim for Texas Tech. For 
the past two spring seasons, a group of 20 graduate students, faculty and staff have been a 
major part of the VORTEX2 project, the collaborative nationwide study exploring the 
origins, structure and evolution of tornadoes. 
Ernst Kiesling, a professor of civil engineering, is a founding member and executive 
director of the National Storm Shelter Association. Kiesling and a team of Texas Tech 
wind researchers have led the nation in setting design standards for storm shelters. 

However, even as Texas Tech's wind center has been the leader for study and research on 
the destructive forces of wind, the center naturally has emerged into a leading proponent 
of harnessing the power of the wind as a source for the nation's sustainable energy 
supply. 

"There was a realization that the area was going to grow in wind power very quickly," 
said Andy Swift, director of WISE. "So we wanted to add that to the suite of research 
activities at the center- research and education in wind power," Swift said. "It's an area I 
had worked in for decades, so coming to Texas Tech was a good fit." 

Swift said there are four main areas of wind power research that the center is 
investigating, which include: wind characterization and wind turbine reliability and 
performance; wind farm interactions - how turbines react and interact with each other; 
water desalination - using wind power to pump and desalt water using reverse osmosis; 
and increasing wind power education and the available workforce. 

With the Department of Energy goal to have 20 percent of the nation's electricity coming 
from wind power by 2030, Texas Tech will play an integral part in making that a reality. 

"That is a huge undertaking, but it is very doable," he said. "We're about one-tenth the 
way there and we have 20 years to do it. There has to be major education and workforce 
changes to meet those goals, and we are a part of that. But Texas Tech cannot do it alone 
- we have to partner with other schools and other parts of the country. It's a big, 
aggressive agenda, and it's exciting to be a part of it." 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Carol Ann Stanley, manager, WISE, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 742-3479 ext. 339, or carolann.stanley@ttu.edu. 



TEXAS TECH UNIVERSI1Y. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 10,2010 
CONTACT: Megan Robare, lee.robare@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Professor Receives Fulbright Scholarship 

The Texas Tech University College of Arts and Sciences announced that an associate 
professor has been selected as a Fulbright Scholar. · 

Mark McGinley, associate professor in the Honors College and the Department of 
Biological Sciences, will travel to the University of Malaya in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
for 10 months. 

He will teach an undergraduate course in which he will compare the ecology of 
temperate-arid regions with that of tropical regions. McGinley plans to develop a 
Malaysian collection for the Encyclopedia of Earth that will focus on the ecology, 
biodiversity and environmental issues of Malaysia. 

Jane Bell, director of the International Cultural Center and Fulbright program adviser, 
said McGinley's research goal of collaborating with Malaysian scholars is an honorable 
ambition. 

"This collection would provide people around the world with reliable and accessible 
information about the natural history, eeology and environmental issues of this relatively 
small country that possesses such incredible diversity of habitat and animal species," Bell 
said. 

McGinley said he hopes to travel extensively throughout peninsular Malaysia and Borneo 
to meet with scholars, students, governmental officials and others. A personal blog will 
be linked to the Honors College and Department of Biological Sciences websites. 

He will leave for Malaysia in June. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Jane Bell, director, International Cultural Center, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-3667, or jane.bell@ttu.edu. 
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CONTACT: John Davis, john. w.davis@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Expert: Kagan Likely To Receive Confirmation, 
Political Standing Not Quite Clear 

Barring a scandal or other bizarre circumstances between now and the vote to conflrm 
Elena Kagan as the Supreme Court Justice to replace John Paul Stevens, one Texas Tech 
University political science expert says Kagan' s confirmation appears almost a given. 

Nevertheless, the Senate Judiciary hearings should be interesting since she hasn't been a 
judge and has no written opinions to study, said Mark McKenzie, assistant professor of 
political science. 

McKenzie is an expert on the Supreme Court and judicial elections. 

Trying to gauge Kagan's views based on her actions as solicitor general could be tricky 
because she was acting on the behalf of the Obama Administration. 

"She has written some law articles for various law review publications, and she has some 
memos from the Clinton White House regarding her stint as deputy director of the 
Domestic Policy Council," he said. "This could possibly surface in the hearings. Former 
students of hers will probably surface to tell the media what they thought of her teaching 
during her stints in academia." 

McKenzie said he expects some senators to oppose her conflrmation because of the fact 
she has never been a judge. However, historically, this hasn't often mattered. President 
William Howard Taft, for example, was later chosen to become Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court. 

"The fact that she has never had judicial experience may be brought up by some senators 
or others, but from a historical perspective this fact is unremarkable," he said. "Until 
recent times, Supreme Court justices came from a variety of different areas in the 
political arena. However, even though Republicans now have enough senators to 
fllibuster, it would be highly unlikely any of the moderate Republicans would agree to a 
fllibuster." 

Kagan is unlikely to change the ideological direction of the court, McKenzie said. 
Currently the court has flve conservatives and four liberals. Justice Stevens is a liberal, 
and Kagan will be a liberal replacing another liberal. The question, however, is 'how 
liberal is she?' 
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"Thus far, there's somewhat of an impression that Kagan is not as liberal as Justice 
Stevens, particularly with respect to the power of the executive branch," McKenzie said. 
"There are probably no drawbacks to President Obama if Kagan's nomination is 
successful. Undoubtedly, he is hoping that she will uphold his health care legislation 
when the legal challenge reaches the Supreme Court. My guess is that she will. Since she 
is replacing another liberal on the court, there really are no "drawbacks" for 
conservatives, because her nomination will most likely maintain the status quo 
ideologically." 

CONTACT: Mark McKenzie, assistant professor of political science, Department of 
Political Science, Texas Tech University, (512) 296-8539 or mark.mckenzie@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Law Professor Discusses Micropollutants in Freshwater Systems 
Director of water policy center will address symposium in D.C. 

While concerns grow over pharmaceuticals and other pollutants in America's water supply, 
one Texas Tech University water law expert is providing a database of information and 
analyses of law and policy on the subject. 

Gabriel Eckstein, director of the Texas Tech University Center for Water Law and Policy 
Center at the Texas Tech School of Law, will give a status update on a three-year EPA
funded project, studying pharmaceuticals, personal care products and other micropollutants 
in freshwater systems and focusing on related policy questions. 

During his speech at the "Symposium on Land-Based Threats to Waters: Recent Trends, 
from Nutrients to Pharmaceuticals," Eckstein will unveil the Micropollutants 
Clearinghouse website, a publically accessible research resource on the legal, regulatory, 
institutional, policy and related scientific aspects of micropollutants in freshwater systems. 
The database will include documents, reports, information, analyses, articles and other 
materials. 

The online resource is one of three aspects of the EPA-funded project, which is in its final 
stages. The other components are a field study in Lubbock, Texas, looking at 
micropollutants coming out of Lubbock's wastewater treatment process; and, law and 
policy analysis related to micropollutants in freshwater systems. 

The symposium is noon-4 p.m. Thursday (May 13) in the Jacob Burns Moot Court Room 
at the George Washington University Law School. 

Eckstein can be reached while in Washington, D.C., at (806) 441-7172. 

-30-

CONTACT: Susan Saab Fortney, associate dean for research, Texas Tech University 
School of Law, (806) 742-3990 ext. 233, or susan.fortney@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Luncheon Recognizes Texas Tech's Top Inventors 

The Texas Tech University System Office of Technology Commercialization honored its 
inventor community at an end-of-semester luncheon on Tuesday (May 11) at the 
International Cultural Center. 

Inventors of 12 technologies developed by researchers at Texas Tech University and the 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center were honored for the successful licensing 
of the technologies to industry business partners who will commercially market them. 

Three of the technologies were licensed to West Texas-based start-up companies. Those 
companies are Reproductive Solutions, Inc. and Dogberry Solutions based in Lubbock 
and Texas Multicore Technologies located in Abilene. 

"As research spending grows at Texas Tech in the years ahead the opportunities for us to 
create new companies based on our research will also increase," said David L. Miller, 
vice chancellor of technology commercialization and economic development. "These 
new technologies will become a driver of economic growth for West Texas. We are here 
today to honor these researchers who are finding innovative and practical applications for 
their research." · 

The luncheon also honored the six Texas Tech researchers who were recently granted 
U.S. patents. Those recipients were Robert Shaw, Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry; Chris Rock, Department of Biological Sciences; Seshadri Ramkumar, The 
Institute of Environmental and Human Health; and Eric Hequet, Hamed Sari-Sarraf, and 
Chris Turner for a technology developed at the Fiber and Biopolymer Research Institute. 

The event was sponsored by the Abilene Life Sciences Accelerator, Nix Patterson & 
Roach LLP, Lubbock Economic Development Alliance and Bayer CropScience. 

Contact: David P. McClure, assistant vice chancellor of technology 
commercialization and economic development, Office of Technology 
Commercialization, (806) 742-5899 or david.mcclure@ttu.edu. 
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WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

Rawls College of Business Hosts Topping Out for New Building 

Texas Tech University Rawls College of Business holds Topping Out 
ceremony for new building. 

4:30-6 p.m., Thursday (May 13) 

Flint A venue between Drive of Champions and 15th Street, the former 
location of Thompson-Gaston Hall, just west of Dan Law Baseball Field. 
A map of the site is here. 

People are invited to sign one of the last beams to top the steel 
infrastructure of the new Rawls College of Business building. 

The new 140,000 square-foot LEED-certified building will serve as an 
anchor for a new North Campus Gateway that will be an entrance to the 
campus from the Marsha Sharp Freeway. The LEED (Leadership in 
Energy & Environmental Design) Green Building Rating System TM is a 
voluntary, consensus-based standard to support and certify successful 
green building design, construction and operations. 

The demolition of Thompson and Gaston Halls, begun in the fall of 2008, 
was the first step in the construction of the Rawls College of Business 
Building. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Catherine McGovern, communications coordinator, Rawls College of 
Business, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-1573, or catherine.mcgovem@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Sets Tuition, Fees for 2010-2011 

The Texas Tech University System Board of Regents Finance and Administration 
Committee today (May 13) set tuition and fees for Texas Tech for the fall2010 and 
spring 2011 semesters. The full board will vote on the increase tomorrow. 

In order to continue to maintain and elevate the quality of its undergraduate and graduate 
programs, as well as to obtain the university's goals of growing enrollment and research, 
regents approved an increase in tuition and fees. The total increase of both tuition and 
fees for a student taking 15 credit hours is $388. 

Despite this increase in tuition and fees, Texas Tech remains one of the best values for a 
higher education. Since 2003, before the implementation of tuition deregulation, Texas 
Tech has had one of the lowest percentage of increase in total academic costs of any of 
the major research universities in the state. 

In 2007, the Red Raider Guarantee was implemented. It guarantees free tuition and 
mandatory fees to first-time freshman students whose family' s adjusted gross income 
does not exceed $40,000 annually. About 2,20p students have qualified for the program. 

The university also created the Graduate on Time program in 2004 to aid students in 
graduating in four years, thus reducing the overall cost of their degrees. 

Texas Tech also has partnered with textbook retailers to form a new initiative in order to 
allow students to rent textbooks instead of purchasing the books. For most students, this 
could mean their average textbook expenditure will be cut in half. 

Texas Tech is committed to good stewardship of the money it receives, both from 
students and their families and from the state. To that end, a new budget process is being 
implemented that focuses on accountability, productivity and efficiencies. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 13, 2010 
CONTACT: Cory Chandler, cory.chandler@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech University Announces Spring Commencement, Reception Locations 

A record 3,281 students will graduate Friday and Saturday (May 14-15) during five Texas 
Tech University ceremonies held at the United Spirit Arena. 

Commencement exercises for the Edward E. Whitacre Jr. College of Engineering and the 
Colleges of Education, Architecture, Human Sciences and Visual & Performing Arts as 
well as students receiving university studies degrees begin at 4 p.m. Friday. The Graduate 
School ceremony follows at 7 p.m. 

The Colleges of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Mass Communications, 
Honors College, University College and the Jerry S. Rawls College of Business host 
exercises beginning at 9 a.m. Saturday. A ceremony for the College of Arts and Sciences 
follows at 1:30 p.m. 

The School of Law Hooding Ceremony begins at 6 p.m. Saturday. 

Honored students 
Outstanding students, selected based on all-around achievement, will carry banners 
representing their respective colleges. 

The following students are banner bearers: Clayton James Cobb, an animal science major 
from Estancia, N .M., and Mackenzie Michelle Gregory, an agricultural communications 
major from Klondike, College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources; Richard 
Greyson Geer, an architecture major from Lubbock, College of Architecture; Laura Zak, 
an English major from Lubbock, College of Arts and Sciences; Ashlie Ann Everett, a 
multidisciplinary studies major from San Diego, Texas, College of Education; Brooke 
Elizabeth Balch, a dual human development and family studies and nutritional sciences 
and dietetics major from Clovis, N.M., and Micah Lexie Myers, and nutritional sciences 
and dietetics major from Henrietta, College of Human Sciences; Megan Gayle Yeary, a 
public relations major from Fair Oaks Ranch, College of Mass Communications; Benjamin 
Elliott Hackett, a music composition major from San Antonio, College of Visual and 
Performing Arts; Jared James Casey, an electrical engineering and computer science major 
from Lubbock, Edward E. Whitacre College of Engineering; Miles Sameer Raizada, a 
general business major from Houston, Jerry S. Rawls College of Business; Bryan Mack 
Hughes, a doctoral electrical engineering candidate from Denton, Graduate School; 
Samantha Myatt, a chemical engineering major from Clarendon, Laura Johnson, an 
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accounting major from Normangee and Brian Horton, a French, political science and 
geography triple major from San Angelo, Honors College; Dawn Marie Vincent, a 
bachelor of general studies major from Horseshoe Bay, University College. 

The highest ranking May graduates for each college include: 

• College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources: Clayton James Cobb, an 
animal science major from Estancia, N.M., and Mackenzie Michelle Gregory, an 
agricultural communications major from Klondike 

• College of Arts and Sciences: Amy Suzanne Arthur, a mathematics major from 
Garland; Randy James Atkins, a biochemistry major from Lubbock; Juliet 
Yassamin Azarani, a political science major from Lake Dallas; Kathrine Lynn 
Barnes, an anthropology and psychology major from Houston; William Joseph 
Benda, a psychology major from Arlington; Chelsea Michelle Bradford, an 
exercise and sports sciences major from Frisco; Nicole Juliette Greak, a psychology 
major from Lubbock; Phillip Morgan Gulley, a political science major from 
Bremond; Katie Elise Johnson, a social work major from Denver City; Aliaksei 
Khadzkou, a biochemistry major from Vitebsk, Belarus; Stephanie Jean Larsen, a 
psychology major from Amarillo; Chad Aaron Lavender, an economics major from 
Dayton; Brittany Hayden Pratt, an anthropology and social work major from 
Harlingen; Co by Rex Robins, a biology major from Andrews; Kelly Dawn Slack, 
an English major from Lubbock; Jimmy LaDon Stickles, a biology major from 
Forney; Jessica Louise Strahan, a history major from McMinnville, Ore.; Stephen 
Jeremy Torrence, a philosophy major from Georgetown; Bryant Davis Unruh, a 
biochemistry major from Odessa 

• College of Education: Ashlie Ann Everett, a multidisciplinary studies major from 
San Diego, Texas; Kara Ashley Burrus, a multidisciplinary studies major from 
Lubbock; Kristy Michelle Greebon, a multidisciplinary studies major from 
Sundown; Crystal Marie Gutierrez, a multidisciplinary studies major from Tahoka; 
Haleigh Jon Howe, a multidisciplinary studies major from Levelland; Jacqueline 
Lynn Mitchell, a multidisciplinary studies major from Crosbyton; Kaycia Louise 
Mitchell, a multidisciplinary studies major from White Deer; Courtney Lynn 
Nelson, a multidisciplinary studies major from Amarillo; Alexa Allen Watson, a 
multidisciplinary studies major from Amarillo; Quinci Nicole Willoughby, a 
multidisciplinary studies major from Sudan 

• College of Human Sciences: Brooke Elizabeth Balch, a dual major human 
development and family studies and nutritional sciences and dietetics major from 
Clovis, N.M.; Micah Lexie Myers, a nutritional sciences and dietetics major from 
Henrietta; KaraLyn Diane Carmony, a human development and family studies 
major from Slaton; Lauren Alyssa Foster, a nutritional sciences and dietetics major 
from Lubbock; Rose Ann Schirato, a human development and family studies from 
Argyle; Amber Nicole Abbey, an early childhood major from Frisco; Julie Elaine 
Heath, a restaurant, hotel, and institutional management major from Cotton Center 
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• College of Mass Communications: Megan Gayle Yeary, a public relations major 
from Fair Oaks Ranch 

• College of Visual & Performing Arts: Tessa Corinne Short, a visual studies major 
from Portland, Ore. 

• Edward E. Whitacre College of Engineering: Brice D. Campbell, a civil 
engineering major from Big Lake; William Sean Trotter, a chemical engineering 
major from Odessa; Jared J. Casey, an electrical engineering and computer science 
major from Lubbock; Adam K. Fidel, a computer science major from Frisco; 
Shelby Lynn Lacouture, an electrical engineering major from Lubbock; Thomas 
John Eitzen, a mechanical engineering major from Amarillo; Amber Marie 
Lubbers, a mechanical engineering major from Midland 

• Jerry S. Rawls College of Business: Amanda Flores Burroughs, an accounting 
major from Austin; Kristie Michelle Fisher, an accounting major from Midland; 
John Steven Reedy, an accounting major from Lubbock; Colleen Katherine 
Gartner, a general business major from The Woodlands; Chad Aaron Lavender, a 
general business and business economics major from Dayton; Miles Sameer 
Raizada, a general business major from Houston; Christopher Adam Potes, an 
international business major from Midland; Elisabeth A. Bardo, a dual marketing 
and management major from Colleyville 

• University College: Dawn Marie Vincent, a bachelor of general studies major from 
Horseshoe Bay, University College 

Receptions 

Receptions for the colleges follow their respective ceremonies. Reception locations are: 

• College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources in the atrium of the Animal 
and Food Sciences Building 

• College of Architecture in the Student Gallery (room 101 in the Architecture 

Building) 

• College of Arts and Sciences in the foyer area of room 1 04 in Holden Hall 

• College of Education: no reception - diplomas will be distributed following the 
ceremony in the Practice Court of the United Spirit Arena 

• Edward E. Whitacre College of Engineering in the Engineering Center Courtyard 
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• College of Human Sciences in the El Centro room of the Human Sciences 
Building 

• College of Mass Communications in the Frazier Alumni Pavilion 

• College of Visual & Performing Arts in the Hemmle Hall foyer 

• Jerry S. Rawls College of Business in the Rotunda of the Business Administration 
Building 

• School of Law in the Frazier Alumni Pavilion; University College in room 103 of 
the Outreach and Distance Education Building 

For more about commencement, including information on maps, guest seating, parking and 
hotels, visit http:/ /www.depts. ttu.edu/provost/commencement/ 
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EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE UNTIL: 
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CONTACT: John Davis, john.w.davis@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Ecotoxicologist: New Research Describes High Lead in New Orleans Prior 
to Hurricanes Katrina, Rita 

Lead a problem in oldest, poorest sections of town. 

While studying the environmental impact of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, recent Texas 
Tech University-led research has discovered high concentrations of lead in the poorest 
and oldest parts ofNew Orleans. 

The results, one of five pollution studies related to Katrina, were published online Friday 
in a special issue of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry. 

"Our research to evaluate contaminants in New Orleans was critical to determine if storm 
surges and flooding altered chemical concentrations or distribution," said George Cobb, a 
professor in the Department of Environmental Toxicology at The Institute of 
Environmental and Human Health at Texas Tech. "We found that long-term, human
health consequences in New Orleans are difficult to attribute to chemical deposition or 
redistribution by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. However, lead was found in elevated 
concentrations, particularly in the most disadvantaged areas ofNew Orleans." 

To calculate the impact of chemical contamination, a multidisciplinary research group 
from Texas Tech studied 128 sampling sites across New Orleans. The team combined 
their fmdings with data sets generated by Burton Suedel with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. Maps were then compiled from the resulting data to reveal chemical 
distribution across the city. 

While the team's findings indicated that levels of lead frequently exceeded regulatory 
thresholds, further research showed that many of the contaminants were present in high 
concentrations before the storm season and that lead may have posed a significant risk to 
New Orleans residents for years before Hurricane Katrina. 

The highest concentrations in New Orleans of arsenic and lead were observed in soils 
from the poorer sections of the city, Cobb said. The team also discovered that 15 percent 
of their samples contained lead concentrations that exceeded a regulatory threshold for 
safety. The highest concentrations oflead were found in the oldest parts of the city. 

The regulatory threshold on lead is 400 micrograms per gram. In one sample, the team 
discovered 8,000 micrograms per gram. 
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Lead in soil poses a significant risk to residents who returned to their homes following 
the evacuation, especially children, Cobb said. 

Hurricane Katrina, which hit New Orleans in August 2005, remains the costliest and 
deadliest hurricane to ever hit the United States. When the category five hurricane hit 
land the resulting surge extended six miles inland, breaching the levees of New Orleans, 
causing flooding to 80 percent of the city to depths of 19 feet. 

In human terms, Katrina resulted in 1 ,800 confirmed fatalities spread across six states 
with at least 700 people confirmed missing and more than 1 million people displaced. 
Katrina-related damage is estimated to exceed $84 billion. Yet, it is the indirect 
environmental impact which continues to pose a risk to the population of New Orleans. 

"While evidence suggests that hurricanes may likely increase in intensity, resulting in 
even greater economic damage in the future, there are social and cultural factors that are 
also important regarding the future impact of hurricanes," said Bill Benson, a director 
with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's offices on the Gulf Coast. "It is 
important that higher priority is given to understanding social factors and demographic 
patterns pertaining to continued development along our nation's coastline." 

For a copy of this report, please contact John Davis. For more information on the other 
four reports, contact Ben Norman at Wiley-Blackwell in Chichester, U.K., at +44 1243 
779777 or benorman@wiley.com. Be aware that Norman is six hours ahead from central 
daylight time. 

CONTACT: George Cobb, professor, Department of Environmental Toxicology, 
The Institute of Environmental and Human Health, Texas Tech University, (806) 
885-4567 or george.cobb@tiehh.ttu.edu; Steve Presley, research coordinator, 
Department of Environmental Toxicology, The Institute of Environmental and 
Human Health, Texas Tech University, (806) 885-4567 or steve.presley@tiehh.ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Law Professor Unveils Website Dedicated to Freshwater Micropollutants 

As clean, abundant water resources dwindle across the United States, it is important to 
understand the human impact on water supplies. 

Gabriel Eckstein, director of the Texas Tech University Center for Water Law and Policy 
Center and George McCleskey Chair in Water Law at the Texas Tech School of Law, 
unveiled today (May 13) the Micropollutants Clearinghouse website, one component of a 
three-year, EPA-funded study looking at pharmaceuticals, personal care products and other 
micropollutants in freshwater systems, focusing on the ongoing law and policy analysis. 

He introduced the website while presenting at "Symposium on Land-Based Threats to 
Waters: Recent Trends, from Nutrients to Pharmaceuticals" in Washington, D.C. 

The website is a publically accessible research resource on the legal, regulatory, 
institutional, policy and related scientific aspects of pharmaceuticals, personal care 
products and other micropollutants in freshwater systems, and contains a dynamic and 
robust database of documents, reports, information, analyses, articles and other materials. 

"The long-term objective of the Micropollutant Clearinghouse project is to continue 
building on the existing knowledge of information and to expand the contents available in 
the clearinghouse on this important topic," Eckstein said. "This is critical for developing 
and evaluating water laws, regulatory actions and policies relevant to the presence and 
effects of micropollutants in freshwater systems." 

The EPA project, which is in the fmal stages, has three components - development of the 
online clearinghouse of information; field study in Lubbock, Texas, looking at 
micropollutants coming out of Lubbock's wastewater treatment process; and, law and 
policy analysis related to micropollutants in freshwater systems. 
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CONTACT: Susan Saab Fortney, associate dean for research, Texas Tech University 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Selects Food Service Vendors for Athletic Venues 
Board of Regents subcommittee approves selections. 

Texas Tech University announced Thursday (May 13) that the Board of Regents 
Facilities Committee has authorized the university to enter into agreements with two 
food service providers. 

Ovations Food Services will operate general concessions for all athletic facilities and 
suite and premium seat holder services at the United Spirit Arena. ClubCorp has been 
chosen to serve all club/suite areas in Jones AT&T Stadium and operate a private 
membership club/restaurant on the east side. 

"We are excited to bring Ovations and ClubCorp into our facilities," said Gerald 
Myers, Texas Tech director of athletics. "Their reputations in the food service industry 
are second to none, and we are looking forward to a long relationship with each. 

"Our fans are deserving of the best service we can offer," Myers added. "They will 
enjoy the diverse menus and concession offerings of Ovations, while our suite and club 
seat holders at the stadium are going to benefit from the high quality for which service 
ClubCorp is known." 

Myers acknowledged the key objectives at the onset of the selection process included 
enhancing the quality and variety of food, maintaining a high quality training table for 
Texas Tech' s student-athletes and providing educational opportunities for students. 

Ovations, known for its "Everything's Fresh" approach, prepares most of its items in 
the concession stands to provide the freshest fare possible for fans. In addition to the 
traditional game day menu of popcorn and hotdogs, Ovations serves barbecue, carved 
turkey sandwiches and chicken strips with fries baskets. Ovations also will position 
induction cooking carts throughout the stadium to provide additional points of sale and 
variety for the fans. 

"Ovations is proud to have been chosen by Texas Tech University to provide our high 
quality food service program to their athletic facilities," said Ken Young, Ovations' 
president. "We're excited to begin implementing our 'Everything's Fresh' program as 
well as our signature concession concepts to provide Texas Tech fans with a greater 
variety of fresh options from which to choose." 
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Ovations will operate a new club area on the east concourse of United Spirit Arena. 
This area will cater to premium seat holders and will offer alcohol and an upgraded 
food menu and will serve as a multi-use facility for non-game day events. 

ClubCorp will open the Texas Tech Club, a new private member club to be located in 
Jones AT&T Stadium. Slated to open its doors this fall, the Texas Tech Club will serve 
as a gathering spot for alumni, faculty and staff along with the Lubbock professional, 
civic, and social community. 

"We are excited about opening the Texas Tech Club and about ClubCorp becoming an 
integral part of the university and local community," said Eric Affeldt, ClubCorp's 
president and CEO. "Our university clubs have proven to be very popular venues 
where alumni, fans, and friends continue to congregate and take pride in their alma 
mater while enjoying an upscale setting." 

In addition to operating the club, ClubCorp will provide food and beverage catering 
services for the suites and premium seat holders in both sides of the stadium on game 
days as well as supply catering for all non-game-day meetings and events in the 
stadium. 

ClubCorp also operates private clubs at the University of Texas, Florida State 
University, Boston College, University of Massachusetts and the University ofNorth 
Carolina. ClubCorp's commitment to utilizing students in its operation will benefit 
Texas Tech students as the company has a reputation of aggressively recruiting 
graduates from the host university. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
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CONTACT: Gerald Myers, director of athletics, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3355, or 
judy.dewbre@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Nonwoven Cotton Expert Available to Discuss 
Cotton as Cleanup Medium for Oil Rig Spill 

The same Texas Tech-created nonwoven cotton technology that keeps soldiers safe from 
chemical and biological warfare agents may also serve as the perfect sponge for sopping 
up oil that has polluted the Gulf of Mexico. 

As oil continues to gush from the exploded Deepwater Horizon oil rig, a Texas Tech 
University expert in nonwoven cotton technology says the fabric of our lives may do a 
better job to absorb the oil spill than the booms made of synthetic material. 

"Already, several million feet of the oil-containment booms have been used to capture the 
oil spilling into the Gulf," said Seshadri Ramkumar, associate professor of Nonwoven 
materials at The Institute of Environmental and Human Health (TIEHH). "They are made 
of synthetic materials, don't biodegrade and absorb only a third of what raw cotton can 
do. The properties of raw cotton allow it to soak up 40 times its weight. With chemical 
modifications, it can soak up to as much as 70 times its weight. And it won' t just stay in a 
landfill forever." 

Ramkumar' s research focuses on developing value-added materials using nonwoven 
materials and nanotechnology. He supervises the Nonwoven and Advanced Materials 
Laboratory at TIEHH. 

He is the creator of several nonwoven cotton technologies including Fibertect™, which is 
used in the U.S. military' s decontamination kits. He and a small group of his graduate 
students are researching ways to use lower-quality cottons that don' t make apparel grade 
for uses such as this. 

"The nonwoven industry in the United States is well equipped with technologies that can 
develop oil-absorbent pads from natural fibers like cotton," Ramkumar said. 

CONTACT: Seshadri Ramkumar, associate professor of nonwoven technologies, 
The Institute of Environmental and Human Health, Texas Tech University, (806) 
885-4567, or s.ramkumar@ttu.edu. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May, 18, 2010 
CONTACT: Megan Robare, lee.robare@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

Texas Tech Project IDEAL and the Burkhart Center Honors Educators 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

Texas Tech University Burkhart Center for Autism Education and 
Research and Project IDEAL awards reception 

4 p.m., Thursday (May 20) 

College of Education, Texas Tech 

The Texas Tech Burkhart Center for Autism Education and Research and 
Project IDEAL and are co-sponsoring an awards reception to honor 
outstanding educators. 

These individuals, including 29 educators from Plainview, Lubbock, 
Frenship and Idalou school districts, will be recognized for their 
excellence in teaching. The reception will also acknowledge Project 
IDEAL for its support and preparation of pre-service teachers to teach 
students with disabilities within the classroom. 

Educators were nominated by Texas Tech faculty and staff, parents of 
students with disabilities, community leaders and school district personnel. 

The Burkhart Center provides services to individuals with autism 
spectrum disorders, their families and the professionals who work with 
them to improve their quality of life. 

Project IDEAL (Informing and Designing Education for All Learners) is a 
grant-funded project from the Texas Council for Developmental 
Disabilities that focuses on providing teaching resources for teacher 
preparation programs to assist general education pre-service teachers to 
learn skills and knowledge associated with best practices in the inclusion 
of students with disabilities in general education classrooms. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Deann Lechtenberger, director, Project Ideal, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 742-1997 ext 324, or deann.lechtenberger@ttu.edu 
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Advisory 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May, 18, 2010 
CONTACT: Megan Robare, lee.robare@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

Texas Tech Burkhart Center Honors Educators 

Project IDEAL and the Texas Tech University Burkhart Center for Autism 
Education and Research awards reception 

4 p .m. Thursday (May 20) 

College of Education, Texas Tech 

Project IDEAL and the Texas Tech Burkhart Center for Autism Education 
and Research are co-sponsoring an awards reception to honor outstanding 
educators. 

These individuals, including 29 educators from Plainview, Lubbock, 
Frenship and Idalou school districts, will be recognized for their 
excellence in teaching. The reception will also acknowledge Project 
IDEAL for its support and preparation of pre-service teachers to teach 
students with disabilities within the classroom. 

Educators were nominated by Texas Tech faculty and staff, parents of 
students with disabilities, community leaders and school district personnel. 

The Burkhart Center provides services to individuals with autism 
spectrum disorders, their families and the professionals who work with 
them to improve their quality of life. 

Project IDEAL (Informing and Designing Education for All Learners) is a 
grant-funded project from the Texas Council for Developmental 
Disabilities that focuses on providing teaching resources for teacher 
preparation programs to assist general education pre-service teachers to 
learn skills and knowledge associated with best practices in the inclusion 
of students with disabilities in general. education classrooms. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Deann Lechtenberger, director, Project IDEAL, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-1997 ext. 324, or deann.lechtenberger@ttu.edu. 
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(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Women in Science Honors Texas Tech Leaders 

The West Texas Association for Women in Science (WT-AWIS) will recognize two 
long-time Texas Tech leaders at noon Friday (May 21) in room 2B152 at the Texas Tech 
Health Sciences Center. 

Elizabeth Hall Burns and William Marcy will each be honored with a WT-AWIS award 
for their active support of women in science and their commitment to the education, 
training and mentoring of women. 

Burns, former chair of the Department of Health, Physical Education and Recreation and 
now associate professor in the Department of Health, Exercise and Sports Sciences, will 
receive the Outstanding Woman Leader in Science Award. 

She supported Science: It's a Girl Thing and helped with a grant designed to understand 
and influence recruiting and hiring of women faculty members into the science areas. 
Burns also worked closely with the T -STEM Center and improved the service learning 
and study abroad program at Texas Tech. 

Marcy, former Texas Tech provost and senior vice president for academic affairs, will 
receive the Champion of Women in Science Award. He has been a strong proponent of 
women in science, highlighted by the 2008 Roast the Provost event that raised 
scholarship funds for Science: It's a Girl Thing. 

The winners are chosen by WT -A WIS members only and recognizes men (Champion of 
Women Award) and women (Outstanding Woman Leader Award) who are active 
supporters of women in science, and who have demonstrated their commitment to the 
education, training and mentoring of women, as well as to overall gender equity in 
science. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Julie Isom, associate director, TTU/HHMI Science Education Program 
at the Center for the Integration of Science Education and Research (CISER), Texas 
Tech University, (806) 742-2883, or julie.isom@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Librarians Prove Michael Jackson Was a Rock Star in Academic Literature 

No doubt Michael Jackson changed music and pop culture. But the way college professors 
teach chemistry? What about the fields of engineering and psychology? 

A new bibliographic guide to academic literature compiled by two Texas Tech University 
librarians shows that Michael Jackson's influence stretched beyond pop culture into the 
often dusty halls of academia. 

Their list of scholarly papers and peer-reviewed articles, culled from more than 100 
databases for a special issue of The Journal of Pan African Studies, found the King of Pop 
referenced in psychology, medical, chemistry, mass communications and even engineering 
journals. 

Yet "WannaBe Startin' Somethin': MJ in the Scholarly Literature: A Selected 
Bibliographic Guide" merely scratched the surface of scholarly content related to Jackson, 
noted Texas Tech Associate Librarians Susan Hidalgo and Rob Weiner. They called the 
breadth of Jackson's influence truly astounding. 

"I was surprised by a lot of what I read - I just thought I knew Michael Jackson," said 
Hidalgo, also head of access services for the Texas Tech University Library in Lubbock, 
Texas. 

Hidalgo and Weiner said they avoided works they deemed sensationalist, saying such 
literature would defeat the purpose of honest investigation. 

Instead, they focused on peer-reviewed or scholarly works with unique Jackson content 
that might shed light on the way people view larger-than-life celebrities - including one of 
the most sensational and contentious figures ever to grace the cover of a tabloid. 

For instance, researchers used Jackson to critique the media' s handling of criminal cases. 
A 911 call made by Jackson prompted an article in Fire Engineering journal, while a 
British Medical Journal piece written after Jackson's death discussed ethical issues that 
arise when a patient is more powerful than the attending physician. 

One chemistry professor argued that reframing popular songs such as "Billie Jean" could 
help students understand difficult chemistry concepts. 
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"I knew that Jackson permeated pop culture, but academics can be kind of snooty about 
what they choose to study," Weiner said. "The fact that someone would take a Michael 
Jackson song and co-opt it as a means to convey chemistry concepts just shows the 
pervasiveness of Jackson's influence." 

To read a copy of the article, visit http://www.jpanafrican.com/docs/vo13no7/3.7MJ
Wanna-3.pdf. 

To see the latest issue of The Journal of Pan African Studies, visit 
http:/ /www.jpanafrican.com/vol3no 7 .htm 

CONTACT: Susan Hidalgo, associate librarian, Texas Tech University Library, 
(806) 742-2265 or susan.hidalgo@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

2010 Judson Maynard Summer Carillon Series 

The Texas Tech University School of Music announces the Swnmer Carillon Recital 
Series featuring the refurbished Baird Memorial Carillon located in the west bell tower of 
the administration building. 

A carillon concert will take place every Sunday at 8 p.m. from June 6 to Aug. 1. In 
conjunction with the Fourth on Broadway celebration, a special concert will be held July 
3 at 8 p.m. The programs are 40 to 45 minutes long and include popular songs, classical, 
folk music, hymns, songs for children, and original compositions for the carillon. 

Roy Wilson, adjunct professor of organ and carillon, invites families and children to 
bring their lawn chairs and picnic blankets to listen from memorial circle, north of the 
administration building. 

Carillonneurs presently scheduled to play this swnmer are Judson D. Maynard, a Texas 
Tech emeritus professor of organ and carillon from Denton; Roy Wilson, orchestra 
director for Lubbock Independent School District, organist at St. John's United Methodist 
Church and adjunct professor of carillon and organ at Texas Tech; William Balch, a 
music education major and violinist; Cole Shooter, a political science graduate and music 
minor from Texas Tech, Arla Jo Anderton, a past president of The Guild of Carillonneurs 
in North America and science teacher at Coronado High School in Lubbock; Denise 
Koncelik, a flute instructor at Midwestern State University; and Jim Quashnock, a 
biologist, chemist and church organist from Wichita Fall. 

During the Roy Wilson performances, patrons are invited to come up into the west tower 
of the administration building and quietly observe the performance, the unusual playing 
clavier and the 43 chromatic bells. If another is performing, the bells will be 
demonstrated after the performance and patrons are invited to feel the different weights 
of the clappers. 

The following are swnmer performance dates: 

• June 6: Jim Quashnock, Wichita Falls, Texas 
• June 13: Denise Koncelik, Wichita Falls, Texas 
• June 20: Will Balch, Katy, Texas 
• June 27: Jim Quashnock, Wichita Falls, Texas 
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• July 3: (Fourth on Broadway) Aria Jo Anderton!Roy Wilson, Lubbock, Texas 
• July 4: Judson Maynard, Denton, Texas 
• July 11 : Judson Maynard, Denton, Texas and Aria Jo Anderton, Lubbock, Texas 

carillon duets 
• July 18: Judson Maynard, Denton, Texas 
• July 25: Denise Koncelik, Wichita Falls, Texas 
• Aug. 1: Cole Shooter, Lubbock, Texas 

For further information contact Roy Wilson at (806) 799-7227, or 
royjaneann@hotmail.com. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Name Name, title, College of:XXXXXXXXX, Texas Tech University, 
(806) phone-number, or firstname.lastname@ttu.edu. 



I TEXAS TECH UNJVERSriY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 21, 2010 
CONTACT: Sherrel Jones, sherrel.jones@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Faculty is Hell on Wheels 

By day, she entices students at Texas Tech University to become archaeologists, but 
when the sun sets, she becomes a wheel warrior for the West Texas Roller Dollz. 

Lauren Whitman, Texas Tech archaeology instructor, is part of an all-women group that 
is growing not only in West Texas, but around the world. 

"My students laugh about it a little bit because I don't really seem like the type, I guess," 
Whitman said. "Most of them think it' s pretty cool, and I have sold tickets to them for the 
bout." 

Often, Katherine Ehlers, Texas Tech Museum research assistant, joins Whitman for 
practices. The pair is hell on wheels. 

On Thursday evenings, the Dollz flock to a local rink dressed in protective gear and knee
high socks. At practice, the women appear tame, but do not be fooled. The Roller Dollz 
take the rink by force at bouts. Whitman can attest the Dollz mean business at 
competitions. 

The Dollz are just one team in a sport that is growing exponentially. Now, more than 500 
women's leagues exist in 16 countries, from all over North and South America, to 
Europe, to Australia to the Middle East. 

Roller Derby allows these women to blow off steam while participating in an aggressive 
women's sport, Ehlers said. She revels in the idea of having two personalities. 

"You get to be two totally different people," Ehlers said. "Most people expect you to be 
the same person out in the rink as you are in real life, but that' s not how it is. It is a great 
way to blow off steam and get some exercise." 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Lauren Whitman, anthropology instructor, Department of Sociology, 
Anthropology and Social Work, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2400, or 
lauren. whitman@ttu.edu. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, leslie.cranford@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

TEXAS TECH ANNOUNCES FORMATION OF NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR 
RENEWABLE ENERGY 

Institute to Develop Nation's Wind and Renewable Energy Resources 

DALLAS, May 24,2010- The Texas Tech University System, the Innovate Texas 
Foundation, and The Wind Alliance, announced today the formation of the National 
Institute for Renewable Energy (NIRE), an independent public-private collaboration that 
will work to solve key scientific and technology challenges facing the wind power 
industry. The announcement came during the American Wind Energy Association's 
(A WEA) Windpower 2010 conference in Dallas. 

NIRE will operate a for-profit business component that will design, construct and operate 
research wind farms, selling the power generated in the commercial marketplace to fund 
a non-profit research center. NIRE also will provide services to industry partners and 
offer an industry consortium which will be managed by The Wind Alliance. Start-up 
funding for NIRE has been derived from many of the economic development 
organizations in West Texas. 

"Texas Tech is nationally recognized as a leader in wind-energy research," said Texas 
Tech University System Chancellor Kent Hance. "We are grateful to be associated with 
this collaboration to address the future energy needs of our state and nation. As our 
country moves toward energy independence, Texas Tech will continue to develop 
innovative solutions and make advancements in all areas of the power generation sector." 

Wind power will fuel more than high-paying jobs by providing incremental power 
production and expanding rural community and school district tax receipts. When 
combined with other forms of energy, wind power expands energy independence and 
extends Texas' global energy leadership. 

Organizational planning and support for the initiative was provided by Innovate Texas 
Foundation, a non-profit institution that serves as a catalyst for collaboration and 
transactions among universities, industry, investors and government enabling them to 
engage with the global economy more efficiently and effectively. 

National organizations indicating support for NIRE include the A WEA, The Wind 
Alliance and The Wind Coalition. They will be joined by as many as 30 private-sector 
firms with large investments in renewable energy projects. 

"Vestas Wind Systems congratulates Texas Tech University on the formation ofNIRE," 
said Carsten Hein Westergaard, director of global technology for Vestas. "This initiative 
will go a long way toward furthering public academic research in wind energy. Vestas is 
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also committed to supporting Texas Tech in the field of wind energy research and we 
look forward to a meaningful collaborative relationship." 

Philippe Cochet, senior vice president of Alstom Power's Wind and Hydro business 
divisions, said, "We are excited about the development ofNIRE and appreciate the 
leadership of Texas Tech University in research and work force development within the 
wind power sector. We view our collaboration with NIRE and Texas Tech as another key 
step in our commitment to work with R&D leaders in the wind industry as we enter the 
North American market." 

The National Wind Resource Center (NWRC), established by Texas Tech University, 
will serve as the research center for the initiative with support from many of the nation's 
leading research universities, each utilizing its unique areas of expertise within the 
renewable energy sector. The consortium also includes several nationally recognized 
workforce development leaders. 

Initial plans for the Texas Tech-led coalition and national institute include: 
• Facilitating technology development to further decrease the cost of wind energy 

and other renewable energy sources and to develop and optimize energy storage 
technologies 

• Hiring additional world-class renewable energy scientists at Texas Tech to direct 
research 

• Purchasing mobile equipment to map wind flows and help design more efficient 
commercial wind farms 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: David L. Miller, vice chancellor for commercialization, Texas Tech 
University System, 806-742-4105, david.l.miller@ttu.edu 



~ TEXAS TECH UNNERSI1Y 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 24,2010 
CONTACT: Cory Chandler, cory.chandler@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech University Graduates Honored 

[Editor's note: A student from your area is included in this release] 

A record 3,281 students graduated May 14-15 during five Texas Tech University 
ceremonies held at the United Spirit Arena. 

Honored students 
Outstanding students, selected based on all-around achievement, carried banners 
representing their respective colleges. 

The following students were banner bearers: Clayton James Cobb, an animal science major 
from Estancia, N.M., and Mackenzie Michelle Gregory, an agricultural communications 
major from Klondike, College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources; Richard 
Greyson Geer, an architecture major from Lubbock, College of Architecture; Laura Zak, 
an English major from Lubbock, College of Arts and Sciences; Ashlie Ann Everett, a 
multidisciplinary studies major from San Diego, Texas, College of Education; Brooke 
Elizabeth Balch, a dual human development and family studies and nutritional sciences 
and dietetics major from Clovis, N.M., and Micah Lexie Myers, and nutritional sciences 
and dietetics major from Henrietta, College of Human Sciences; Megan Gayle Yeary, a 
public relations major from Fair Oaks Ranch, College of Mass Communications; Benjamin 
Elliott Hackett, a music composition major from San Antonio, College of Visual and 
Perfonning Arts; Jared James Casey, an electrical engineering and computer science major 
from Lubbock, Edward E. Whitacre College of Engineering; Miles Sameer Raizada, a 
general business major from Houston, Jerry S. Rawls College of Business; Bryan Mack 
Hughes, a doctoral electrical engineering candidate from Denton, Graduate School; 
Samantha Myatt, a chemical engineering major from Clarendon, Laura Johnson, an 
accounting major from Nonnangee and Brian Horton, a French, political science and 
geography triple major from San Angelo, Honors College; Dawn Marie Vincent, a 
bachelor of general studies major from Horseshoe Bay, University College. 

The highest ranking May graduates for each college included: 

• College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources: Clayton James Cobb, an 
animal science major from Estancia, N .M., and Mackenzie Michelle Gregory, an 
agricultural communications major from Klondike 
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• College of Arts and Sciences: Amy Suzanne Arthur, a mathematics major from 
Garland; Randy James Atkins, a biochemistry major from Lubbock; Juliet 
Yassamin Azarani, a political science major from Lake Dallas; Kathrine Lynn 
Barnes, an anthropology and psychology major from Houston; William Joseph 
Benda, a psychology major from Arlington; Chelsea Michelle Bradford, an 
exercise and sports sciences major from Frisco; Nicole Juliette Greak, a psychology 
major from Lubbock; Phillip Morgan Gulley, a political science major from 
Bremond; Katie Elise Johnson, a social work major from Denver City; Aliaksei 
Khadzkou, a biochemistry major from Vitebsk, Belarus; Stephanie Jean Larsen, a 
psychology major from Amarillo; Chad Aaron Lavender, an economics major from 
Dayton; Brittany Hayden Pratt, an anthropology and social work major from 
Harlingen; Coby Rex Robins, a biology major from Andrews; Kelly Dawn Slack, 
an English major from Lubbock; Jimmy LaDon Stickles, a biology major from 
Forney; Jessica Louise Strahan, a history major from McMinnville, Ore.; Stephen 
Jeremy Torrence, a philosophy major from Georgetown; Bryant Davis Unruh, a 
biochemistry major from Odessa 

• College of Education: Ashlie Ann Everett, a multidisciplinary studies major from 
San Diego, Texas; Kara Ashley Burrus, a multidisciplinary studies major from 
Lubbock; Kristy Michelle Greebon, a multidisciplinary studies major from 
Sundown; Crystal Marie Gutierrez, a multidisciplinary studies major from Tahoka; 
Raleigh Jon Howe, a multidisciplinary studies major from Levelland; Jacqueline 
Lynn Mitchell, a multidisciplinary studies major from Crosbyton; Kaycia Louise 
Mitchell, a multidisciplinary studies major from White Deer; Courtney Lynn 
Nelson, a multidisciplinary studies major from Amarillo; Alexa Allen Watson, a 
multidisciplinary studies major from Amarillo; Quinci Nicole Willoughby, a 
multidisciplinary studies major from Sudan 

• College of Human Sciences: Brooke Elizabeth Balch, a dual major human 
development and family studies and nutritional sciences and dietetics major from 
Clovis, N.M.; Micah Lexie Myers, a nutritional sciences and dietetics major from 
Henrietta; KaraLyn Diane Carmony, a human development and family studies 
major from Slaton; Lauren Alyssa Foster, a nutritional sciences and dietetics major 
from Lubbock; Rose Ann Schirato, a human development and family studies from 
Argyle; Amber Nicole Abbey, an early childhood major from Frisco; Julie Elaine 
Heath, a restaurant, hotel, and institutional management major from Cotton Center 

• College of Mass Communications: Megan Gayle Yeary, a public relations major 
from Fair Oaks Ranch 

• College of Visual & Performing Arts: Tessa Corinne Short, a visual studies major 
from Portland, Ore. 

• Edward E. Whitacre College of Engineering: Brice D. Campbell, a civil 
engineering major from Big Lake; William Sean Trotter, a chemical engineering 
major from Odessa; Jared J. Casey, an electrical engineering and computer science 
major from Lubbock; Adam K. Fidel, a computer science major from Frisco; 
Shelby Lynn Lacouture, an electrical engineering major from Lubbock; Thomas 
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John Eitzen, a mechanical engineering major from Amarillo; Amber Marie 
Lubbers, a mechanical engineering major from Midland 

• Jerry S. Rawls College of Business: Amanda Flores Burroughs, an accounting 
major from Austin; Kristie Michelle Fisher, an accounting major from Midland; 
John Steven Reedy, an accounting major from Lubbock; Colleen Katherine 
Gartner, a general business major from The Woodlands; Chad Aaron Lavender, a 
general business and business economics major from Dayton; Miles Sameer 
Raizada, a general business major from Houston; Christopher Adam Potes, an 
international business major from Midland; Elisabeth A. Bardo, a dual marketing 
and management major from Colleyville 

For more about commencement, visit http://www.depts.ttu.edu/provost/commencement/ 
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News Release 

CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, leslie.cranford@ttu.edu 
(806) 742-2136 

Three Texas Tech Professors Receive NSF Grants 

Three Texas Tech University professors have been awarded grants from the National 
Science Foundation. 

Aranya Chakrabortty, John Schroeder and Ronald Hedden are receiving nearly $770,000 
to further their research in various areas. 

Chakrabortty, an assistant professor in electrical and computer engineering, received 
nearly $300,000 to investigate how the complicated behavior of large power grids can be 
efficiently monitored and understood during critical disturbances using high-resolution 
power system data referred to as synchrophasors. 

"We will develop simple, yet informative dynamic models of very large-scale power 
systems using synchrophasor measurements," Chakrabortty said. "Our models will allow 
power system operators to track the global health of an entire power network in real-time 
so that catastrophes such as blackouts and voltage collapses can be prevented. The study, 
in fact, will lead to an entirely new vision of monitoring and controlling the North 
American grid which is becoming more expansive, and, hence, more chaotic day by day." 

Schroeder, an associate professor of atmospheric science in the Department of 
Geosciences, received about $280,000 to study the relationship between extreme 
thunderstorm winds and engineering design. Schroeder, the principal investigator for the 
study, said the research results will provide data for realistic simulation studies to 
evaluate thunderstorm wind-structure interaction, to develop appropriate design standards 
and to mitigate thunderstorm wind damage. 

"This project will deploy an arsenal of newly-developed, state-of-the-art mobile radar 
instrumentation directly in the path of thunderstorms," Schroeder said. "The data will be 
analyzed to evaluate the differences between thunderstorm winds and those typically 
assumed for engineering design and wind tunnel testing." 

Hedden, an associate professor in chemical engineering, received $190,000 for research 
on the elasticity of certain polymers. Smectic liquid crystalline elastomers (LCE) are 
rubber-like materials that possess the flexibility and toughness of a rubber-like polymer, 
but have layered molecular ordering at the nanometer scale. 

"Smectic LCE have unique mechanical properties that potentially make them useful as 
vibration-damping or impact-absorbing rubber coatings, or as soft actuators with 
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properties similar to muscle tissue," Hedden said. "The results of our study will broaden 
understanding of the mechanical behavior of rubber-like polymers, and possibly uncover 
broader insights regarding mechanical instability in polymers." 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, senior editor, Office of Communications & 
Marketing, (806) 742-2136 or leslie.cranford@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Experts Available as 2010 Hurricane Season Begins 
Wind scientists, ecotoxicologist and economist discuss damage, safety and oil spill. 

The United States is preparing for what predictions say will be a much more active 
hurricane season than 2009. With the official start of the season June 1, forecasters are 
looking for 16 to 18 tropical storms and six to eight landfalls. In a typical season, there 
are about 11 named storms, of which two to three impact the coast of the United States. 

Texas Tech University has a number of researchers with extensive experience 
researching hurricanes such as Rita, Katrina and Ike, and can speak as experts about 
various aspects of these devastating storms. Two other experts can discuss the economic 
impact and, the impact of the oil spill should a hurricane make landfall. 

All the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico needs to go from bad to unprecedented 
envirorunental disaster is an early hurricane season. As oil continues to flow from the 
exploded Deepwater Horizon oil rig, a hurricane now can force escaped oil into wetland 
habitats and populated areas causing huge problems for wildlife and humans. Ron 
Kendall is director of The Institute of Envirorunental and Human Health. He can discuss 
the toxic effects of oil on wildlife and human health. He was a part of the assessment for 
the Exxon Valdez as well as other oil spills and contamination events. Kendall can be 
reached at (806) 885-4567, or ron.kendall@tiehh.ttu.edu. 

John L. Schroeder, associate professor of atmospheric science, visited affected areas 
after both hurricanes Rita and Katrina to deploy instrumented towers that gather high
resolution storm data at a time when most conventional observation systems fail. 
Schroeder can offer insight into how hurricanes develop, move and react to various 
meteorological elements. He is an expert on hurricane winds and has been actively 
intercepting hurricanes since 1998. Schroeder can be reached at (806) 742-2813 or 
john.schroeder@ttu.edu. 

Bradley Ewing, professor of operations management in the Rawls College of Business, 
has studied the economic impact of hurricanes and tornadoes for more than 12 years. He 
can speak to the impact of hurricanes and tornadoes in cities such as Oklahoma City, 
Corpus Christi, Wilmington, N.C., Miami, and Nashville, Tenn. Ewing can be reached 
at (806) 742-3939 or bradley.ewing@ttu.edu. 

-more-
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Daan Liang, assistant professor of construction engineering technology, investigated 
building damages caused by Hurricane Katrina using satellite images and aerial photos 
along with ground survey results. Liang has studied how the construction of buildings 
affects their vulnerability against severe windstorms with various probability models. 
Recently, his research is focused on the advancement of remote sensing technology in 
documenting and assessing wind damages to residential structures. Liang can be 
reached at (806) 742-3538 or daan.liang@ttu.edu. 

Larry Tanner, research associate, completed a six-month investigation working with the 
FEMA mitigation assessment team on the wind damage to residential structures from 
Hurricane Ike in Texas and Louisiana. He was also a member of the FEMA mitigation 
assessment team that studied Hurricane Katrina. He led a team that recorded wind and 
water damage along the coastline in Louisiana and Mississippi. Much of the damage 
done by Katrina, he said, resulted from structures being built below the base flood 
elevation- or the elevation that flood waters will rise to during a 1 00-year storm event 
(meaning the storm only has a 1 percent chance of happening in a year). Tanner can be 
reached at (806) 742-3476 ext. 336, or larry.tanner@ttu.edu. 

Ernst Kiesling, professor of civil engineering and executive director of the National 
Storm Shelter Association, recommends that homeowners who live above the flood 
plane in hurricane-prone areas buy a storm shelter for their home. As was seen in 
Houston preceding Hurricane Rita, evacuations are stressful and expensive. They often 
put immense strain on traffic corridors, leading to traffic jams and - in the case of 
Houston - fatalities. By utilizing in-home shelters, some families who are not required 
to evacuate can remain where they are and ease the traffic flow. However, Kiesling 
urges buyers to look for a seal of the National Storm Shelter Association when they buy 
a safe room for their home, because not all shelters are verified to be fully compliant 
with current standards for storm shelters and to provide full protection from extreme 
winds. Kiesling has more than 30 years of experience in the design, standards-writing 
and quality control of storm shelters. He can be reached at (806) 742-3476, ext. 335 or 
emst.kiesling@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Officials Announce New Dean of College of Arts & Sciences 

Officials at Texas Tech University announced that Interim Dean Lawrence Schovanec 
will become the next dean of the College of Arts & Sciences effective June 1. 

The announcement came May 24 from Provost Bob Smith, who said Schovanec was 
one of 31 people to apply for the job. 

"We have appreciated Dr. Schovanec's leadership from 2008 to 2010 as interim 
dean," Smith said. "It has been a pleasure interacting and working with him on many 
of the College of Arts & Sciences' developments in the last 14 months. I'm sure he 
will continue to grow and develop the college in the years to come." 

Schovanec said he was honored to receive the appointment. 

"It's a privilege to serve Texas Tech University and work with my colleagues in this 
capacity," Schovanec said. "The College of Arts & Sciences will continue to 
emphasize a culture of teaching excellence, while strategically growing research and 
enhancing our outreach and engagement, locally and globally." 

Schovanec became interim dean in September 2008. Prior to this, he served as 
chairman of the Department of Mathematics and Statistics beginning in 1999. He 
joined the faculty in 1982. · 

Schovanec earned his doctorate in mathematics from Indiana University, his master' s 
degree from Texas A&M University and his bachelor' s of science degree from 
Phillips University. He has received the President's Excellence in Teaching Award 
and is a member of the Texas Tech Teaching Academy. 

He has published widely in academic journals and has spoken at numerous 
professional conferences. His research interests are in the fields of biomechanical and 
physiological control systems and solid mechanics. He has received more than $3 
million in external funding for his research. 

CONTACT: Lawrence Schovanec, appointed dean, College of Arts & Sciences, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2566 or lawrence.schovanec@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Expert: Oil Spill Could Cause Population Problems 
for Endangered!fhreatened Animals 

Three dead sperm whales killed by the BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico could put the 
small population native to the gulf in peril, according to one Texas Tech University 
expert. 

Not only that, but endangered and threatened Kemp's ridley and loggerhead sea turtles 
could face major population decimation as they breathe in toxic fumes and ingest crude 
oil, said Celine Godard-Codding, an assistant professor at The Institute of Environmental 
and Human Health at Texas Tech. 

Godard-Codding, is keeping a close eye on endangered species and how they are affected 
by what has now been dubbed the largest oil spill in U.S. history. She is working with the 
endangered and threatened sea turtles ·along the Texas coast to monitor how the animals 
will fare through the crisis. 

With more than 10 years of experience working with dolphin and whale toxicology, she 
also can discuss how oil impacts animals such as bottlenose dolphins and sperm whales. 

CONTACT: Celine Godard-Codding, assistant professor, The Institute of 
Environmental and Human Health, Texas Tech University, (806) 885-4567 or 
celine.godard@tiehh.ttu.edu. 

Office of Communications and Marketing 

An EEOIA.ffirmative Action Institution 



~ TEXAS TECH UNIVERSI'IY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: May 28, 2010 
CONTACT: Cory Chandler, cory.chandler@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Short-Lived Series Shows Comics Struggled with Strong Female Characters 

An ill-fated series from the 1970s provides a glimpse at how the comic book industry 
struggled to utilize strong female characters even well into the Women's Movement, says a 
Texas Tech University librarian and pop-culture guru. 

Even hardcore coinsurers of Batgirl and Wonder Woman will most likely stumble at the 
mention of Linda Carter, protagonist of the Night Nurse series. 

And no wonder- the Marvel series survived only four issues before it was cancelled in 
1972 despite what Rob Weiner, an associate librarian in the Texas Tech Library, describes 
as strong writing, ER-worthy plotlines and solidly defined characters. 

In an article for the International Journal of Comic Art, Weiner says Night Nurse was 
unusual for nursing comics at the time - typically full of romance and fluff meant to woo 
females. 

In the first issue, Carter actually breaks up with her boyfriend in order to pursue her 
nursing career. In later issues, she fends off the chief of police and faces down a killer. 

"From its cover, Night Nurse looks like it would be a typical nursing comic, but it's not," 
Weiner said. "The stereotype of the submissive nurse isn't there." 

By the fourth issue, the series had begun fleshing out side characters and tackling deeper 
plots, Weiner said. 

So he finds it telling that the series, written by a woman and starring a strong female 
character, was cancelled so quickly. 

" I think Night Nurse ultimately wasn't successful because no one knew what to do with 
it," Weiner says. "It was really pretty progressive for the time, even though the Women's 
Movement was in full swing." 

Weiner is a Texas Tech author, librarian and instructor with expertise on topics ranging 
from the Grateful Dead to American presidents in film. His books include "Marvel 
Graphic Novels and Related Publications: An Annotated Guide," and "Captain America 
and the Struggle of the Superhero: Critical Essays." 
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To read the article, visit http://www.ijoca.com/IJOCA.htm 

Rob Weiner, associate librarian, Texas Tech University Library, (806) 742-2238 ext. 
282 or rob.weiner@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Researchers Discover Secret of Success 
For Mysterious Hybridized Caribbean Bats 

Sometime in the last 30,000 years or so, two separate bat species colonized the Caribbean 
and converged on islands in the southern Lesser Antilles. One came from Mexico while the 
other traveled from northern South America. 

They likely met a third species already there, and all were genetically similar enough to mate 
and create a rare progeny in mammals - a viable hybrid that could reproduce and was larger 
and more robust than its parent species. 

Then the climate changed, said Peter Larsen, a doctoral candidate at Texas Tech University's 
Department of Biology. The last ice age ended. Glaciers melted. Sea levels rose and 
marooned the hybrid bat population on the island of St. Vincent. 

This ensured the new species' survival and created questions for future researchers - how did 
Artibeus schwartzi get there? 

The study, co-authored by doctoral stude.nt Maria R. Marchan-Rivadeneira and Robert J. 
Baker, Horn Professor ofBiology at Texas Tech, will be published online May 31 in the 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

Larsen and the team spent the past six years delving into the genetics and body type of A. 
schwartzi. They found that the modern animal shares genetic similarity to both Artibeus 
jamaicensis from Mexico and Artibeus planirostris from northern South America. 

A. schwartzi is close in appearance to its parental species. But it's bigger and more 
robust. The team discovered these fruit-eating bats on St. Vincent have a unique 
morphology and genetic makeup that's probably due to historical hybridization events. 

The evolutionary history of this bat has been the subject of debate for nearly three decades, 
said Marchan-Rivadeneira. 

"A number of researchers have approached the enigma of A. schwartzi using excellent data 
sets," she said. "It was through the combination of their knowledge and advanced molecular 
techniques that this amazing story emerged." 
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Hybrids in mammals are relatively uncommon, Larsen said, and most often result in a sterile 
offspring, such as a mule produced from a horse and a donkey. 

"Hybrid speciation has been shown in fish, insects, reptiles and amphibians," Larsen said. 
"There are really only a handful of examples of this happening in mammals. Most mammal 
hybrids are thought to be evolutionary dead ends, because they're sterile or poorly adapted to 
their environment. Hybridization is typically looked at as insignificant to the speciation 
process because the parental species outcompetes populations of hybrids." 

Well, almost always. 

Every now and again, the hybrid offspring can mate and produce fertile offspring. It's a rare 
event, and multiple conditions have to be met. For starters, two different parental species 
must be relatively closely related with chromosomes similar in structure. Hybrids must be 
fertile, and then, following establishment, must be isolated from the parental species. 

The team believes that A. jamaicensis and A. planirostris evolved separately on the mainland 
about 2 million years before, and their genomes had never "seen" each other before because 
the mainland environments isolated the two species. 

As both species migrated and met on this series of Caribbean islands, they converged in the 
Lesser Antilles where they met a third closely related species and began mating. 

"We hypothesize that the subsequent hybridization contributed to the formation of A. 
schwartzi," Larsen said. "It' s a very successful component ofthe island' s ecosystem. Given 
the location of the island in the Caribbean, the geography of the region likely facilitated this 
event. As the most recent ice age ended, rising sea levels further isolated the hybrid 
population. It's a story about 2 million years in the making." 

CONTACT: Peter Larsen, doctoral candidate, Department of Biology, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-2710 ext. 302, or peter.larsen@ttu.edu; Maria R. Marchan
Rivadeneira, doctoral student, Department of Biology, Texas Tech University, (806)742-
2710 ext. 309, or raguel.marchan@ttu.edu; Robert J. Baker, Horn Professor of Biology, 
Department of Biology, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2710 ext. 309, or 
robert.baker@ttu.edu · 
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