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Texas Tech Again Earns Spot on President's Honor Roll
University named for commitment to service learning and civic engagement.
For the third consecutive year, Texas Tech University was named to the 2009 President's
Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll.
The university was one of30 institutions of higher education in Texas selected for the
honor roll by the Corporation for National and Community Service.
"I want to commend the faculty and staff involved whose efforts have earned Texas
Tech a place on this honor roll," said Guy Bailey, president of Texas Tech. "One of our
goals at Texas Tech is to create opportunities for involvement in social and community
service activities. Achieving this recognition for the third year in a row speaks to the high
level of excellence our outreach programs provide. "
Five Texas Tech projects were submitted to earn this ensemble award:
•
•
•
•
•

Future Akins-Tillett, assistant professor of art education and visual studies in the
School of Art, for Lowrider Bikes in Higher Education
Jodi Gonzalez, unit assistant director with Academic Operations and Services, for
the PEGASUS Program for First Generation College Students
Stephanie J. Jones, assistant professor with the Higher Education Program, for the
Team-Up for College Knowledge program
Amy Murphy, managing director for the Center for Campus Life, with the .Greek
Build Project
Janie Ramirez, administrator with the College of Education, for Project FUTURE,
Finding Unique Teachers through Unprecedented Recruitment Efforts

The ensemble award was coordinated by Irene Arellano, Texas Tech service learning
coordinator.
The President's Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll, launched in 2006,
recognizes colleges and universities nationwide that support innovative and effective
community service and service-learning programs. Honorees are chosen by displaying
leadership to build a culture of service and civic engagement on their campuses.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.
Office of Communications and Marketing
An EEO/A.ffirmative Action Institution

CONTACT: Irene Arellano, service learning coordinator, Teaching Learning and
Technology Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-0133 or lrene.arellano@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech and Johns Hopkins Host Conference on Applying Vietnam Lessons
in Iraq and Mghanistan
Texas Tech University's Vietnam Center and Archive and The Johns Hopkins Paul H.
Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) and will hold a conference focused
on applying counterinsurgency lessons learned in Vietnam to the U.S.' two current wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan.
The two-day conference, "Lessons Learned, Lessons Lost: Counterinsurgency From
Vietnam to Iraq and Afghanistan," takes place from 8:45 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursday (March 4)
and from 9 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. Friday (March 5) at the Kenney Auditorium of the SAIS
Nitze Building in Washington, D.C.
Experts from academia, government, the military and think tanks will speak throughout the
conference.
Texas Tech's Vietnam Center and Archive has hosted its annual conference in Lubbock
since 1993. This is the center' s first time to host the conference outside of Lubbock and in
coordination with SAIS.
For a complete agenda, go to
http://today. ttu.edu/wp-content/uploads/20 10/03/ConferenceAgenga030 11 O.pdf.
Find additional conference information at www.vietnam.ttu.edu/events/2010 Conference/.
Home to more than 20 million books, letters, photos and other documents, the Vietnam
Center and Archive holds to the largest collection of Vietnam War-related materials
outside the National Archive.
Based in Washington, D.C., SAIS educates students for professional international affairs
careers in government, business, journalism, international organizations, academia and
nonprofits.

Media who want to cover the event should contact Felisa Neuringer Klubes in the
SAIS Communications Office at 202.663.5626 or fklubes@jhu.edu.
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Texas Tech Law Student Earns American College of Bankruptcy Honor
A Texas Tech University law student was selected by the American College of Bankruptcy as a
2010 Distinguished Law Student.
A Bedford native and a third-year law student, John Beck was chosen as the Fifth Circuit
recipient. The Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, and Tenth Circuits also chose their distinguished law
students for 2010. The First, Second, Third, Fourth, Ninth, and Eleventh Circuits will select
students in 2011 .
Students must be nominated by either a college fellow or their professors. The nomination must
also include the student's written materials and additional letters of recommendation. Each
nominated student must have outstanding academic credentials and an interest in bankruptcy
law. Nominees are then considered by their circuit council, which selects one student from each
circuit. The winners receive an all-expense paid trip to the college' s annual induction ceremony
and events in Washington, D.C., where they have the opportunity to meet the most distinguished
bankruptcy practitioners and judges in the country.
The induction ceremony and events will take place March 12 and 13 at the U.S. Supreme Court
in the Great Hall, and will be presided over by David G. Heiman, chair of the college. The
keynote speaker will be Harvey R. Miller ofWeil, Gotshal & Manges LLP in New York City.
The American College of Bankruptcy is an honorary professional and educational association of
bankruptcy and insolvency professionals. The college plays an important role in sustaining
professional excellence.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Casey Carson, director of alumni relations, School of Law, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-3990 ext.315, or casey.carson@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Personal Financial Planning Division Hosts Opportunity Days
The Texas Tech University Personal Financial Planning Division (PFP) will hold the 2010
Opportunity Days on Thursday (March 4) and Friday (March 5).
The event will begin at 7 a.m. on Thursday with a breakfast reception. From 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
there will be career interviews, where company representatives will interview PFP students
for internship and job opportunities.
Friday's event will begin at 7 a.m. with a breakfast reception followed by a career day
where advisors can continue to interview PFP students. From 9 a.m.-noon, there will be
four guest speakers discussing various financial planning topics. Following these will be a
seminar and receptions, as well as a banquet dinner at 7:30p.m.
All events are free to the public. The banquet dinner on Friday will be $25 for students and
$50 for other guests. All events are business dress.
Students can sign up to interview with a representative by visiting
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/careercenter/mainBG .php

CONTACT: Ed Hellman, professor of viticulture, Department of Plant and Soil
Science, Texas Tech University, (806) 746-6101, or ed.hellman@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Political Science Department Hosts Simulated North/South
Korea Negotiations with Experts from D.C.
WHAT:

Simulation of negotiations between North and South Korea conducted by
the Korean Economic Institute of America, Washington, D.C.

WHEN:

Noon- 4 p.m. Tuesday (March 2), and 9 a.m.-noon Wednesday (March 3)

WHERE:

Tuesday at the Hall ofNations at the International Cultural Center, 601
Indiana Ave., Wednesday at the Matador Room of the Student Union
Building on the Texas Tech campus

EVENT:

More than 70 undergraduate political science students are expected to
participate in a simulation of the six-party negotiations between North and
South Korea conducted by the Korean Economic Institute of America.
Nicole Fionnerman from the Korea Economic Institute of America in
Washington, D.C., is an expert on South Korea and North Korea relations
and will serve as moderator for the talks.
On Wednesday, Fionnerman will be joined by Drew Thompson, director
of China Studies for the Nixon Center in Washington, D.C., for a panel
discussion on North Korea.
The media are invited to attend the events.

CONTACT: Dennis Patterson, chairman, Department of Political Science, (806)
742-3121, or dennis.patterson@ttu.edu

Office of Communications and Marketing
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Photo Exhibit Showcases Students' Best Study Abroad Photos
Texas Tech University's Office oflntemational Affairs will host its annualjuried
exhibition showcasing photographs taken by students studying abroad.
The featured images will reflect a variety of subjects from around the world. The
opening reception will take place from 4:30 to 6:30p.m. Thursday (March 4) at the
International Cultural Center, 601 Indiana Ave. The event is free and open to the public.
Studying abroad is growing in popularity throughout the U.S., and the number of Texas
Tech students who want to incorporate a study abroad program into their college
experience reflects this trend.
Jenna Anderson, a Texas Tech study abroad student whose photograph will appear at
the exhibit, said the image conveys her own study abroad experience.
"Similar to how these homes build upon one another to reach new heights, the mesh of
cultures, languages, people and experiences that I encountered on my journey all helped
me reach a new peak in my education and in general, my life," Anderson said.
Other students with photographs in the exhibition include Carly Anderson, Kyle Brown,
Alexis Campestre, Rachel Clark, Sara Collins, Amanda Cox, Heather Darnell, James
Donovan, Sarah Doyle, Jessica Fannin, Stephanie Grand, Taylor Hardin, Jarvis Jackson,
Melanie Mann, Julie Meadows, Jaime Resendiz, Daniel Salas, Ashlee Schertz, Danica
Simons, Matlin Smith and Sunny Tang.

CONTACT: Jane Bell, director, International Cultural Center, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-2974, or jane.bell@ttu.edu.
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Winona LaDuke to Speak at Texas Tech University's 26th Annual Conference on
Advancement of Women in Higher Education
WHAT:

26th Annual All-University Conference on the Advancement of Women in
Higher Education

WHEN:

5:30p.m. March 5

WHERE:

Texas Tech University, Student Union Building, Matador Room.

EVENT:

Internationally renowned Anishinaabe activist Winona LaDuke will serve
as keynote speaker March 5 at Texas Tech's 26th Annual All-University
Conference on the Advancement of Women in Higher Education.
LaDuke is working on issues of sustainable development, renewable energy and
food systems. She lives and works on the White Earth reservation in northern
Minnesota, and is a two-time vice presidential candidate with Ralph Nader for
the Green Party.
Prior to LaDuke's speech, ''Voices of Feminism" will begin 5 p.m. at the Student
Union Building in the Matador Room. As a celebration of Women's History
Month, "Voices of Feminism" will reflect on famous speeches made by women
and their contribution to the women's movement.
The conference, sponsored by the Women's Studies Program and titled
Regarding Nature: Gender, Identity, and Ecologies of Change, is part of a
day-long celebration recognizing and promoting contributions by, for and
about women within higher education.
The conference is open to the public. For more information, call (806)
742-4335, or visit www.depts.ttu.edu/wstudies.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Patricia Earl, coordinator ofthe Women's Studies Program, Texas
Tech University, (806) 742-4335 ext. 392, patricia.a.earl@ttu.edu.
-30Office of Communications and Marketing
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Texas Tech Researchers Selected for 2010 WBT Showcase
Emerging technology forum offers matchmaking prospects for new technologies.
Four Texas Tech researchers have been selected to present technologies to venture
capitalists and license partners at the WBT Showcase 2010 March 16-17 in Arlington,
Texas. The annual event provides commercial market exposure for more than 100
different technologies from across the nation.
Featured Texas Tech University researchers are Seshadri Ramkumar who will present a
patented chemical decontamination wipe that was invented at the Institute of
Environmental and Human Health; and Robert Shaw, of the chemistry department, who
will explain how Metallo-Beta-Lactamase inhibitors can maintain the effectiveness of
many types of medications.
From the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center, Margaret Weis, of the School of
Pharmacy, will present a new category of drugs that can limit the damage in ischemic
stroke; and Pau1a Grammas, executive director of the Garrison Institute on Aging, will
present her research involving the use of angiogenic drugs in the treatment of
Alzheimer's disease.
"The conventional wisdom for venture capital is that a down economy can be a great
time to invest," said Paul Huleatt, WBT Showcase chief executive officer. "The pace of
new innovations accelerates, the best deals rise quickly to the top and sophisticated
investors receive great value for their money."
According to Hu1eatt, one in three WBT Showcase presenters goes on to secure venture
funding, license their technology, or sell their IP outright. He also added that researchers
who present their technologies at the WBT Showcase leave with new contacts and
information that help take their technologies to the market.
"This is an excellent opportunity to highlight some of Texas Tech's most promising
technologies," said Amber Dean, associate managing director of the Texas Tech
University System Office of Technology Commercialization. "Some of the nation's
largest companies and investment fmns attend this event each year in search of new
investment ideas. We want to help them understand the market potential of these
technologies and work with them to develop commercial market applications."
Office of Communications and Marketing
An £EO/Affirmative Action Institution

Attending conferences such as the WBT Showcase allows the Office of Technology
Commercialization the opportunity to meet hundreds of potential investors/licensees
under one venue and to form important relationships. A good contact at a specific
company is often the first step in creating a meaningful relationship for future
commercialization of university technologies, Dean said.
The Texas Tech University System Office of Technology Commercialization works with
university researchers to bring their discoveries and inventions to the marketplace. The
office works to protect the intellectual property developed through university research
and bring it to the public through licensing agreements and the creation of startup
companies. For more information, go to ~.texastech.edulotc.
For more information on the 2010 WBT Showcase go to www.wbtshowcase.com.
-30-
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Cotton Production Turns Corner, Rise Expected, Study Says
Southwestern cotton farming will rebound with a nice growth spurt over the next few
years, the most recent national analysis suggests.
From the early '90s to mid-decade, national cotton production was running full bore,
jumping more than 11 percent. That pattern stopped in 2006, said Darren Hudson, lead
author of the new analysis and director of Texas Tech's Cotton Economics Research
Institute in Lubbock.
"Earlier this decade, many farmers moved from a pure cotton monoculture to rotations that
included com and soybeans, partly because of agronomic reasons but primarily due to
price movement," Hudson said.
Reduced cotton acres ultimately· meant lower cotton production. Average number of bales
processed per gin in the United States dropped from a high of 26,920 bales in 2006 to
17,453 in 2008.
Texas Tech researchers are now forecasting that while 4.6 million acres of cotton will go
into the ground here in the Southwest region this season, they're predicting that number
should climb to 5.57 million acres by 2018.
The analysis uses data from the Texas Tech World Fiber Model, a long-term series of
projections founded on assumptions about normal weather patterns, current trade policies,
and stable economic fundamentals such as population and income growth, and prices for
crops in market competition with cotton.
"Texas, Oklahoma and Kansas will be leaders," Hudson said. "We may not be near when
we were at 12 or 13 million acres nationally, but the Southwest region will still be a
dominant region."
One reason for the change is a shift back to cotton from com, partly because of the price
ratio, but also because of water use concerns. Farmers can still make a crop on dryland
with cotton, he said.
Office of Communications and Marketing
An EEO/Ajftrmattve Action Institution

There's also hope for other parts of the Cotton Belt, Hudson said. In some areas,
production might shift from peanuts to cotton.
Separately, the Texas Tech economists found that over the next 10-15 years, global
production will most likely begin to transition away from current production leaders. China
and India are large producers of cotton now, but have large and hungry populations to feed

"How can they rationalize using acres to produce an industrial crop when they need food?"
asked Hudson.
A plateau in ethanol production also will help in a transition back to cotton acreage.
Alternative crops like com and soybeans still have high prices, but not nearly as high as
they once were relative to cotton. Farmers are transitioning back, Hudson said, due
primarily to fossil fuel prices and the fact that ethanol has lost much of its market luster.
Key to cotton's new growth will be domestic and international policy decisions. "Policy
will drive planting decisions more so than anything else," he said.

CONTACT: Darren Hudson, director, Cotton Economics Research Institute, Texas
Tech University (806) 742-1921 ext. 272 or darren.hudson@ttu.edu, Ed Hellman,
professor of viticulture, Department of Plant and Soil Science, Texas Tech University
(806) 746-6101 or ed.hellman@ttu.edu.
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Pilobolus Teaches Texas Tech Dancers to Think, Move Outside the Box
She seemed a little nervous as he began to use her body as a pedestal to create a shape.
Rachel Spaugh, a senior dance major from Lubbock, listened carefully as Pilobolus dance
captain Jun Kuribayashi, began teaching her the collaborative choreographic method and
weight-sharing approach that made the dance troupe famous.
Spaugh was one of36 students from the Department of Theatre and Dance who
participated in a master class held by five members of the internationally renowned
modern dance company following their March 2 performance for Texas Tech's
Presidential Performance & Lecture Series.
"I was kind of nervous going into it because of watching last night's performance," she
said. "I wondered 'are they going to make me do all that?' I was a little scared coming
in, but I just loved it. I felt like it .was a breath of fresh air. It really added to my tool box
of creativity as a dancer and a choreographer where I can go to make pieces and find
inspiration."
·
Genevieve Durham head of Texas Tech's dance program, said the department tries to
recruit at least one high-quality professional company each year to teach a master class to
the university' s dance students.
"We have a lot of students who are really contemplating graduating the program and
going on to pursue professional dance," she said. "This is a really wonderful forum for
them to ask these current working dancers what it' s like, what' s the life like, what do you
have to do, and what do you have to sacrifice to make that work. A big reason to have
master classes is so our dance students get exposed to what is going on in contemporaryprofessional dance."
Pilobolus dancer Chris Whitney said the company began in 1971 and was founded by a
chemistry student, a psychology student and a computer science student at Dartmouth
College.
"They had no dance experience," Whitney said. "They needed to fulfill a P .E. credit, so
they decided to take a dance class because the teacher was really hot. She taught them ·
how to make dance. And they created a piece called ' Pilobolus.' "
Office of Communications and Marketing
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The company quickly became distinguished for its imaginative and athletic exploration of
creative collaboration and developed into a new modern genre of American dance
theater.
"Our dances are very theatrically driven," Kuribayashi said. "It is not just about the
movement. There are characters. We work just as much on theatrical intention as we do
the technique of the moves. It is learning how to think outside the box and see the world
and create choreography that is different than anything out there. It is learning that
·
anything can be dance as long as the intention is there."
Phillip Wainwright, a sophomore psychology major from Austin, said he, too, started
with a hobby in dance and no real training. He said the collaborative effort of the
Pilobolus dancers changed the way he thought about dance.
"One of the things I noticed about Pilobolus was they meshed to an extent where you can
see they have more than just a professional connection," Wainwright said. "I think if a lot
of people start to embrace that, then they can become better dancers. I also liked that they
inspire improvisation in ways we have not thought of before.

I
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Texas Tech Librarian Selected for National Leadership Organization
One of the longest-running national women's leadership programs in the world selected
Laura Heinz, head of Texas Tech University Library Information Services, for its
Leadership America Program.

2010 Leadership America will explore the ramifications of a rapidly changing global
environment where boundaries are blurred and borders are diminished. Programs will
focus on the economy, healthcare and education.
"Through this year-long experience, Laura will be equipped with information on the
newest developments in the economy, technology and global trade that will give her the
competitive edge in our rapidly changing world," said Wanda Brice, CEO of The
Women's Museum: An Institute for the Future, which sponsors the leadership program.
"This program really focuses on.interconnectedness," Heinz said. "It offers a global
perspective that I can bring back to Texas Tech."
The 22 participants will attend sessions held throughout the year in Dallas, Atlanta and
Washington, D.C. The fourth session includes an optional overseas trip to Abu Dhabi and
Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
Heinz has worked at the Texas Tech Library for 23 years, focusing on providing service to
library users. She changed the paradigm of librarians in her department as she removed
them from behind the Reference Desk and embedded them in the academic departments to
which they are assigned.
She is a 2009 graduate of the Leadership Institute for Academic Librarians (Harvard
University); a 2008 Summer Fellow for the Peabody Professional Institute for Academic
Library Leaders (Vanderbilt University); and a member of the 2008 class of Leadership
Texas where she continues to be active by serving on the Leadership Texas Committee of
the Board. She was selected to serve on the Transforming Texas Libraries Task Force for
the Texas Library Association where she was a 1996 graduate ofthe Texas Accelerated
Library Leaders (TALL Texans) Leadership Institute.

CONTACT: Laura Heinz,. associate librarian, University Libraries, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-2236, or laura.heinz@ttu.edu.
Office of Communications and Marketing
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Texas Tech Dean of Students Issues Advisory about Mexico Travel
With Spring Break set for March 15-19, the Texas Tech University Dean of Students has
issued the following advisory to any students planning trips to Mexico.
To all Texas Tech students:
Spring Break is fast approaching and many students are planning trips to Mexico. If you
are among them, please be aware the Texas Department of Public Safety and the U.S.
State Department have issued Travel Alerts for Mexico.
The US State Department alert cites both "Violence Along the US -Mexico Border" and
"Crime and Violence Throughout Mexico" as causes for serious concern. Because of
these dangers the Dean of Students Office is advising that students avoid travelling to
Mexico.
If you choose to make the trip, the U.S. Department of State's Web site
http://travel.state.gov/traveVcis__pa_tw/pa/pa_ 4491.htmllists the travel alert and other
information regarding travel in Mexico.
While the greatest threat concerns continuing high rates of crime and violence near the
U.S. border, students travelling to the interior of the country should also be aware of
escalating violent crime in resort areas and should exercise extreme caution. During your
trip, please phone home often to assure your family or friends that you are safe. More
than 100,000 college students spend their Spring Break in Mexico ever year. Common
sense precautions can help you have a fun trip and avoid potentially dangerous situations.
Also remember, whether you are crossing the border for the day or spending a few nights,
you are in a foreign country and you are subject to Mexican laws.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Dean of Students office at (806)
742-2984 or the Office of International Affairs at (806) 742-2974.
Gregory G. Elkins
Associate Vice President and Dean of Students
Division of Enrollment Management and Student Affairs
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Sole Finalist Named for Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center President
[Editor's Note: For more information about Dr. Tedd Mitchell go to:
http://www.ttuhsc.edu/newsevents/201 0/march/newPres.aspx)
Dr. Tedd Mitchell has been named the sole finalist for the position of president of Texas
Tech University Health Sciences Center today (March 5) after approval by the Texas Tech
University System Board of Regents on Feb. 26. State law requires that 21 days must pass
before final action is taken.
Mitchell is president and chief executive officer of the Cooper Clinic, an internationally
recognized center of excellence for preventive medicine, located in Dallas.
"I am honored to become part of the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center team,"
Mitchell said. "The Health Sciences Center's rich history is something all Texans are
rightfully proud of, and I'm thrilled to join them. I look forward to working with
Chancellor Hance, the Board of Regents, administration, faculty, staff and students in
maintaining the high standards of excellence the Health Sciences Center has established
over the past 40 years while moving forward to address the changing health care needs of
future generations."
Kent Hance, chancellor of the Texas Tech University System, chose Mitchell for the job
from a group of candidates presented to him by the President Search Committee.
"Dr. Tedd Mitchell is a proven leader with experience in high-level management, research,
clinical services, media and public policy. He is a consensus builder and a man of
integrity, and we are looking forward to having him on our team," Hance said. "I would
like to thank the members of the Search Committee, Advisory Committee and our Board
of Regents for the time and effort they put into this process. We are all excited about the
journey ahead of us."
Mitchell became medical director of the Cooper Clinic in 1991 and president and CEO in
2006. He began writing the weekly column "Health Smart" for USA Weekend in 1998. ·
The publication is found in 600 newspapers across the U.S. reaching about 49 million
readers each week. He also has written two books, "Fit to Lead," in 2004, which focuses
on the relationship between exercise and executive functions, and "Move Yourself," in
2008, a research-based book on the role exercise plays in health maintenance, longevity
and quality of life.
Office of Communications and Marketing
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"I have known Dr. Mitchell for many years," said U.S. Rep. Dan Branch, chairman of
the House Committee on Higher Education. "He's a man of high integrity, an outstanding
physician and has been a strong leader for the nationally recognized Cooper Clinic here in
Dallas."
Mitchell was appointed by President George W. Bush to the President's Council on
Physical Fitness and Sports in 2002, a position he held unti12008. He became a member
of the American College Sports Medicine Board of Trustees in 2007 and ser'Ved on then
Gov. Bush's State Board on Aging from 1998 to 2002.
"Tedd Mitchell is a dear friend and a talented professional," said President Bush. "He is a
man of integrity who I trust as my personal physician. I congratulate Tedd and his family
on this announcement."
A fellow of the American College of Sports Medicine and the American College of
Physicians; Mitchell earned his medical degree from The University of Texas Medical
Branch. He earned a bachelor's of science degree from Stephen F. Austin University.
"Dr. Tedd Mitchell's selection as the president for the Texas Tech University Health
Sciences Center is a great decision," said E.J. (Jere) Pederson, who served as executive
vice president for The University of Texas Medical Branch from 1986 to 2005. "I have
known Dr. Mitchell for more than 20 years and he was at the top of his class both
academically and clinically. He also has proven leadership skills. The combination of
those assets makes him a perfect fit for this position."
Mitchell is married to Dr. Janet Tomelli-Mitchell. They met while in medical school, and
have worked together since. They have three children, Katherine, Charlie and Chris.
Elmo Cavin has been serving as interim president of the Texas Tech University Health
Sciences Center since Sept. 16, 2009. He will return to his position as executive vice
president for finance and administration.
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Date: March 8,2010
·CONTACT: Sally Logue Post, sally.post@ttu.edu
(806) 742-2136

T-exas Tech ·Schedules Test of Siren ·System
WHAT:

Test of Texas Tech University's emergency siren system.

WHEN:

lO.a.m. on Wednesday (March 10).

EVENT:

The siren system has been upgraded to include two new sirens that can be
heard to an approximate radius of 4,400 feet. Sirens are used in the event
of weather emergencies. The sirens will sound for one minute.

CONTACT:

Sally Logue Post, director, Office of Communications and Marketing,
(806) 742-2136.

[EDITOR'S NOTE: PleaSe ask your meteorologists to mention this test so people on
the campus will be aware this is only a test.]

-30-
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Texas Tech Biologist Collaborates in Study That Finds
Extinct Homed Crocodiles Ate Early Hominids
With devilish homed ridges above each eye, Crocodylus anthropophagus probably waited
patiently for prey to come a little too close to the water's edge before snapping its huge
jaws on its victims and sealing their doom.
Now, a Texas Tech University professor says this crocodile occasionally robbed from the
Cradle of Mankind in Africa' s Olduvai Gorge about 2 million years ago.
Lou Densmore, interim chairman of the Department of Biology, said Crocodylus
anthropophagus appears to have dined on early human ancestors.
"This croc was probably a little bit larger than the Nile crocodile," Densmore said. "Five
meters (16.4 feet) would not be out of the question."
Densmore contributed to a recent study led by Chris Brochu, an associate professor in the
Department of Geosciences at the University of Iowa. Their findings appeared in the Feb.
24 issue of the journal PLoS ONE (Public 'Library of Science).
"I remember when Chris sent me the first draft, he said 'I think we should name it
anthrop(>phagus. Do you think people will get the joke?' I said 'I think they'll get the
joke. I think it' s a pretty good idea.' Clearly, we don't think this crocodile's primary diet
was hominid. But fossil evidence shows hominids and crocodiles encountered each
other."
The startling dietary evidence was discovered while Brochu and his collaborators were
reconstructing the evolutionary history of Africa's crocodiles.
"Hominid bones from Olduvai-area rocks of the same age as C. anthropophagus show
bite marks interpreted as coming from a crocodile," Brochu said. "As far as we can tell,
there was only one crocodile living in that area at that time. I wasn't especially interested
in how these crocodiles interacted with human ancestors. Much of that angle was
contributed by our co-authors Jackson Njau at the National Natural History Museum in
Tanzania and Robert Blumenschine at Rutgers University. They have been studying the
·
paleo-ecology ofhominids in Olduvai Gorge for many years.

Office of Communications and Marketing
An EEO/Affirmattve Action lnJtltution

"To me, a primate is a primate. I work on things that eat primates, not primates."
Brochu originally thought that the fossilized crocodile remains would be the same as the
Nile crocodiles found in East Africa. However, after close inspection of the homed brows
over each eye and other differences, the researchers determined this was a separate
species.
"Much of the work that Chris has done was to figure out which crocodile this animal was
most closely related to," Densmore said. "It looks like it was most likely related to the
Nile crocodile. Before, there was a possibility that this animal was just a distinct
population of Nile crocodiles. But we don't think so. There are enough different
characteristics that appear to make this a unique species."
That surprised researchers because although crocodile diversity was higher in Africa up
until the start of the Ice Age 2 million years ago, most scientists assumed croc diversity
nosedived with the onset of a cooler world, Brochu said.
"That diversity remained·rdatively high as recently as 1.8 million was a real surprise," he
said.
Densmore, whose expertise lies in studying genetic and molecular differences in modem
crocodiles, was involved in the research primarily because of the importance this work
·
might have for understanding modem crocodile diversity in Africa.
He said there's growing evidence that the modem, wide-ranging Nile crocodile may
actually represent two or more independent but similar looking species. No one has
looked to see if all the Nile populations with differing body types are also genetically
different.
"Adding fossils to the analysis increases our abilities to address both issues," Brochu
said. "It's been primarily through my collaborations with Lou and his students that we've
been able to take this work to the next level, integrating info11lliition from the fossil
record with information from living crocodiles."
Densmore will continue his collaboration with Brochu to work on still more crocodilian
fossils from Africa that are 5 to 7 million years to determine if they might be a close
relative of the crocodiles currently living in the Caribbean. Also, the researchers will
study a truly giant crocodile that might have exceeded 26 feet in length.

CONTACT: Lou Densmore, interim chairman, Department of Biology, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-2710 or lou.densmore@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Hosts Latino Education Summit
Texas Tech University will host the 2010 Latino Education Summit from 9 a.m.-2:30p.m.
Wednesday (March 31).
The summit will take place at the Overton Conference Center (2322 Mac Davis Lane) and
present information on research, policy and programs designed to promote Latino/a
educational success.
Featuring panels and panelists from a spectrum of higher education advocates including
school district superintendents, university and college presidents, and policy experts, the
summit' s guests will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities President and Chief Executive
Officer Antonio Flores
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board Commissioner of Higher Education
Raymond Paredes
Wayland Baptist University President Paul Armes
Texas Tech University President Guy Bailey
South Plains College President Kelvin Sharp
Angelo State University President Joseph Rallo
Lubbock Independent School District Superintendent Karen Garza
Frenship Independent School District Superintendent David Vroonland
Plainview Independent School District Superintendent Ron Miller

The Latino Education Summit is organized by the Texas Tech Office of Institutional
Diversity, Equity and Community Engagement.
The summit is open to the public. Lunch is provided and attendance is free; however, all
summit attendees must register prior to the event. For more information, and to register,
visit www.depts.ttu.edu/diversity/latinosummit.php or call (806) 742-8681 .
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13-Year-Oid Leads International Chess Tournament
After three rounds of play, a 13-year-old Texan is leading an international slate of chess
heavyweights at the 2010 SPICE Spring Invitational at Texas Tech University.
The tournament, hosted by the Susan Polgar Institute for Chess Excellence, features
grandmasters (chess' highest designation), international masters and a two-time U.S.
women's champion in one of the strongest invitational chess tournaments held in the U.S.
so far this year.
However, World Chess Federation (FIDE) master Darwin Yang, of Plano, is creating the
stir in room 201 of the English Building on the Texas Tech campus.
Yang has two wins and one draw to lead the tournament. Additionally, Yang could qualify
for international master or even grandmaster status if he wins enough rounds in the
tournament.
The ten tournament players include three members of the Texas Tech Knight Raiders A
team, who will compete in the College Final Four Chess Championship in April.
Play resumes at 3:30p.m. Monday (March 15) and continues until8 p.m. in Room 201 of
the English Building.
The remaining tournament schedule:
Round 5:2p.m. - 6:30p.m. Tuesday (March 16)
Round 6: 9 a.m.-1 :30 p.m. Wednesday (March 17)
Round 7: 3:30 p.m.-8 p.m. Wednesday (March 17)
Round 8: 2-6:30 p.m. Thursday (March 18)
Games are available live at www.ChessDailyNews.com and www.MonRoi.com

CONTACT: Paul Truong, communications director, SPICE, Texas Tech University,
(806) 392-0758 or paul.truong@ttu.edu,
Office of Communications and Marketing
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(806) 742-2982
Playing in Shadows
Texas and Negro League Baseball

by Rob Fink
Foreword by Cary D. Wintz
Now available
$29.95 cloth, 6 x 9, 224 pages, 9 photos, 2 maps, 978-0-89672-701-4

Book Explores Little-Known.Story of Black Semiprofessional Baseball in Texas

In the first professional baseball matchup in Texas, soon after the Civil War, the R. E. Lees
faced the Stonewalls-and African Americans, not surprisingly, played no part.
But it would not take black players long to pick up the game and to develop a tradition
separate from the major leagues that shut them out. In a state that eventually produced such
greats as founder of the Negro National League Rube Foster and pitcher "Smokey Joe"
Williams, the story of baseball before integration is rich and revealing.

In "Playing in Shadows: Texas and Negro League Baseball," author Rob Fink draws
upon oral histories and mines such rare sources as rosters and box scores from black
newspapers. From the 1880s Galveston Flyaways through Dallas shortstop Ernie Banks's
signing with the Chicago Cubs in 1953, Fink's book brings to light an important but littlestudied inning in American sport.
The book, along with "Our White Boy" by Jerry Craft with Kathleen Sullivan, launches
TIUP' s book series Sport in the American West. Edited by Jorge lber, the new series
examines the impact of sport throughout the region and seeks to illuminate how sport
intersects historically with such cultural issues as race, ethnicity, gender, and class.
Advance praise for "Playing in Shadows"
"Fink adds significantly to our understanding of black baseball during the first half of the
twentieth century [and] provides the most comprehensive study to date of black baseball in
Texas . ... [He] reminds us what is always to be gained from close scrutiny of even the
most limited . . . sources." -Cary D. Wintz, from the foreword
"One more significant contribution to understanding the black experience in Texas.. . . a
groundbreaking study." - Bruce Glasrud
Office of Communications and Marketing
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Biographical background

Rob Fink is the author of numerous articles and encyclopedia entries in African American
history. A graduate of Baylor University and Texas Tech University, he lives in Abilene,
Texas, where he is assistant professor of education at Hardin-Simmons University.
Cary D. Wintz is professor of history at Texas Southern University and lives in Houston.
Jorge lber, associate dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at Texas Tech University,
specializes in Mexican American history. In recent years, he has combined his research
with a new interest in sports and has produced various articles and two books on the
history of Hispanics in U.S. sport.

Contact information

Rob Fink is available for interviews, speaking engagements and book signings;
contact him at rcfinkphd@sbc~lobal.net. Local vendors interested in ordering
"Playing in Shadows" may contact Texas Tech University Press at (800) 832-4042, fax
(806) 742-2979.
For more information or a review copy of the book, contact the TTUP marketing
department, (806) 742-2982 or ttup.marketin~@ttu.edu.
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Tickets Available for Event Fusing Music, Art and Architecture
Tickets are now available for a Texas Tech University College of Architecture event fusing
music, art and design.
Participants ofMusic::Architecture: :Art A Fusion Event will listen to original music scores
composed by Texas Tech alumnus and Grammy Award winner David Kneupper as they
tour two homes in LakeRidge Country Club.
The homes were designed by another Texas Tech alumnus- Danny Nowak, owner and
principal of the Nowak Group architecture firm in Irving - and feature art collections that
helped inspire Kneupper' s compositions.
In a concept similar to the one that won Kneupper a Grammy for his work at the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum in Springfield, Ill., Kneupper developed a series
of compositions that complement ·e ach other as guests move through the homes.
Both Kneupper and Nowak will be available to discuss their work at a reception at
LakeRidge Country Club.
Tours will depart LakeRidge beginning at 5:30p.m.; the final tour will begin at 8:30p.m.
Kneupper holds a doctoral degree in music composition from Texas Tech. He is a seventime recipient of the Themed Entertainment Association's THEA Award for Outstanding
Achievement. His music can be heard daily in dozens of museum exhibits and themed
attractions across the United States, Europe and Asia
Nowak holds a joint business and architecture degree from Texas Tech. He was an adjunct
professor for the College of Architecture from 1974-1992 and 1997-2000.
Tickets cost $100 and can be purchased through Select-a-Seat at
www.ticketsage.com/ lubbock. Student tickets also are available for $40.
CONTACT: David Driskill, associate professor, College of Architecture, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-3136, or david.driskill@ttu.edu.
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Three Texas Tech Professors Receive NSF CAREER Grants
Three Texas Tech University professors have been awarded CAREER Grants from the
National Science Foundation.
Ranadip Pal, Shiren Wang and Luis Grave de Peralta are receiving nearly $557,000 to
further their research in various areas.

An assistant professor of electrical and computer engineering, Pal received $77,000 to
advance his research that focuses on genomic signal processing and control of genetic
regulatory networks.
Pal' s theory addresses cancer treatment with a consideration of a patient's individual
genetic makeup, or their genetic regulatory network, instead of treatment which is often
in the form of a one-size-fits-all approach.
"These drugs target only the cancerous cells, and they do not damage the healthy
cells," Pal said. "In chemotherapy, there are numerous side effects including hair loss
and general nausea that are related to destruction of healthy cells. We want to
understand each patient' s genetic makeup so that we can administer the drugs that will
work the best for them and their form of cancer."
Wang is an assistant professor of industrial engineering. His $400,000 award recognizes
his career development which focuses on organic thermoelectric composites.
Recovering heat from a material or device through thermoelectric conversion involves
the conversion of thermal energy to electrical energy or electrical energy to thermal
energy. The heat generated from the sun' s rays on the roof of an electric vehicle can be
used to charge that same car's battery. In computers, the heat from the processor could be
recycled to recharge the battery as the computer is in operation.
Wang is working to find new organic materials that could revolutionize the
thermoelectric conversion industry.
"Organic materials hold promise for these applications because they are lightweight,
abundant, easy to process and environmentally benign," Wang said.
Grave de Peralta, an assistant professor in the Department of Physics, received his nearly
$80,000 CAREER award to study plasmonics. Grave de Peralta said plasmonics is a new
Office of Communications and Marketing
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field of science in which researchers hope to fabricate ultra-compact nano-size optical
circuits needed for future integration of electronics and photonics in nanoscale-sized
machines.
"This means a lot for me," Grave de Peralta said. "First, it allows me to have a stable
source of resources for five years. The prestigious nature of the award will help me to
obtain other sources of financing for my research in nanotechnology. In the long run, this
award will be fundamental for me in establishing in the physics department a new, solid
and independent research group."
Bob Smith, Texas Tech's provost, said Career Awards, especially from the NSF, are
extremely competitive and prestigious.
"Such awards also have the potential to affect an individual's career in an extremely
positive way," Smith said. "We know that the success of these three will also reflect very
favorably on Texas Tech."
The Faculty Early Career Development (CAREER) Program is a foundation-wide
activity that offers the National Science Foundation's most prestigious awards in support
ofjunior faculty who exemplify the role of teacher-scholars through outstanding research,
excellent education and the integration of education and research within the context of
the mission of their organizations.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.
CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, senior editor, Office of Communications &
Marketing, (806) 742-2136 or leslie.cranford@ttu.edu.
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Researchers: Mutual Fund Fee Could Make Money for Investors
Wait .. . what? A penalty fee that can actually make you money?
Short-term redemption fees could boost returns for mutual fund investors by as much as
3.27 percent a year, according to researchers in Texas Tech University's Division of
Personal Financial Planning.
The three authors of Redemption Fees: Rewardfor Punishment, presented at the 2010
Morningstar Ibbotson Conference in Orlando, Fla., found that fees that penalize investors
for selling a fund before a certain period of time discourage investors from trading in and
out of mutual funds, protecting long-term investors.
Redemption fees have enjoyed a recent surge in popularity, the study noted; the
proportion of funds employing such fees more than tripled following the mutual fund
market timing scandal of 2003.
Authors included Michael S. Finke·, associate professor of personal financial planning,
and David Nanigian of the Texas Tech College of Human Sciences and William Waller
of the Kenan-Flagler Business School at University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
"Mutual funds initiated redemption fees mainly to show investors that they were serious
about reducing abusive short-term trading practices," Finke said. " The fees didn't
improve performance in funds that invested in larger, more liquid securities. However,
micro-and small-cap funds saw a significant increase in performance after they imposed
the fees.
"Unfortunately, redemption fees have a marketing problem since they are labeled a fee
instead of what they actually are - a transfer from short-term to long-term investors."
They found that short-term redemption fees benefit funds that invest in illiquid securities,
or flnancial assets that are not easily sold or exchanged for cash.
They also noticed a link between the size of the penalty and the length of time investors
are required to hold shares. Those funds that charged the maximum 2 percent penalty
allowed by law and that imposed a holding period of more than two months produced the
·
greatest returns over those funds that didn' t charge penalties.
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"Many investors don't appear to be paying attention to redemption fees when making
fund choices," Finke said. "Unfortunately, we're already beginning to see many fund
families eliminating them. Our research shows that long-term investors should seek out
funds that impose fees on short-run redemptions."
To view the entire article, visit
http://papers.ssm.com/sol3/papers.cfin?abstract_id= l118959

CONTACT: MichaelS. Finke, associate professor, College of Human Sciences,
Texas Tech University, at (806) 742-5050 ext. 25 or Michael.s.finke@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Law ProfessQr Garners State Bar Publishing Award
Honor marks five wins for Texas Tech Law faculty.
For the fifth time in eight years, a Texas Tech University School of Law professor has
won the state's top legal writing award.
Professor Bryan Camp' s article on protecting trust assets from the federal tax lien,
published in the Estate Planning and Community Property Law Journal (EPJ) has been
selected as the Texas Bar Foundation's Outstanding Law Review Article for 2009. The
award is presented annually to designate the most important and best-written legal article
published in Texas.
Camp is Texas Tech's George H. Mahon Professor of Law and an expert on bankruptcy
law, tax law, statutory interpretation, constitutional law and jurisprudence.
"This is a tremendous achievement for the Texas Tech School of Law" said Walt
Huffman, dean of the Texas Tech School of Law. "Winning this prestigious statewide
award is difficult; winning the award with a tax law article is truly exceptional. Professor
Camp's brilliant subject-matter expertise in tax law and his ability to effectively share
that expertise through the written word deserves the recognition."
Huffman also paid tribute to Texas Tech's previous winners of the award. Alison Myhra
won the award for 2008; Brian Shannon won the award in 2007 and 2002, and Larry
Spain won the award in 2005.

In addition to recognizing Camp' s scholarship, the Texas Bar Foundation will donate
$1 ,000 to the EPJ, which is housed at the Texas Tech School of Law.
"The journal in which Professor Camp' s winning article was published is not only a
Texas Tech Law student-edited publication, but also our law school's newest law
journal," said Huffman. "So congratulations as well to the student editors who both
assisted Professor Camp on the publication of his superb scholarship and who produced a
new journal of such quality that the articles in it were considered for the top legal writing
award in Texas."
This year is just the third time in the 34-year history of the award that an article published
in a secondary journal has won. In 1990 the award went to an article in the University of
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Texas International Law Journal and in 2008 it went to Myhra's article published in the
Review ofLitigation, also a journal from the University ofTexas.
A free copy of Camp's published article is available for download here.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Casey Canon, director of alumni relations, Texas Tech Univenity
School of Law, (806) 742-3990 ext. 315, or casey.carson@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Scholarship Concert Features Brad Leali and
Dallas Singing Sensation Sandra Kaye
WHAT:

The Black Faculty and Staff Association partners with Cactus Theater to
host Brad Leali jazz concert featuring Dallas vocalist Sandra Kaye

WHEN:

7:30p.m. Thursday, (March 25)

WHERE:

Cactus Theater, 1812 Buddy Holly Ave.

EVENT:

The Texas Tech University and Texas Tech University Health Sciences
Center Black Faculty and Staff Association and the Cactus Theater will
host a concert featuring Dallas vocal sensation Sandra Kaye singing with
Brad Leali's jazz quartet. Leali is a Grammy-nominated saxophone player
and former Texas Tech professor. A portion of the proceeds will be used
for the Black Faculty and Staff Scholarship. Tickets are $25 per person,
and $15 for students with valid I.D. Tickets may be purchased through the
Cactus Theater at 762-3233 or www.cactustheater.com.

CONTACT: Wendy Tolson Ross, associate professor of law, (806) 742-3787 ext. 243,
or wendy.ross@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Chess Player Could Attain Highest Ranking in Final Tournament Round
The final round of the 2010 SPICE Spring Invitational begins at 10 a.m. today (March 19)
in room 201 of the English Building on the Texas Tech University campus.
The tournament will continue until 2:30 p.m. and the closing ceremony for the event
begins at 3 p.m.
The event, hosted by the Susan Polgar Institute of Chess Excellence, features grandmasters
(chess' highest designation), international masters, FIDE masters, and a two-time U.S.
women's champion in one of the strongest invitational chess tournaments held in the U.S.
so far this year.
At one point, 13-year-old World Chess Federation (FIDE) master Darwin Yang, of Plano,
led the tournament. While two other players eventually overtook him, Yang qualified for
an international master norm on Wednesday.
Texas Tech Knight Raider Gergely Antal, a senior from Hungary, is among the leaders.
Antal, an international master, will qualify for grandmaster status- the chess world' s
highest designation - with a win in today' s tournament.
Games are available live at www.ChessDailyNews.com and www.MonRoi.com

CONTACT: Paul Truong, communications director, SPICE, Texas Tech University,
(806) 392-0758 or paul.truong@ttu.edu,

Office of Communications and Marketing
An EEO/Ajftrmaltve Action lmlilulion

*

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY"

News Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DATE: March 22,2010
CONTACT: Megan Robare, lee.robare@ttu.edu
(806) 742-2136
Texas Tech Summer Youth Camp for Academically Talented
Students Taking Applications
Texas Tech University's "Shake Hands With Your Future" program is taking
applications, giving children the opportunity to explore their potential careers.
The Institute for the Development and Enrichment of Advanced Learners (IDEAL) is
currently accepting applications for students looking to expand their learning capacity
through hands-on, student-involved courses. The first session, for students entering
grades eight to 11, runs June 7-11. The second session, for students entering grades four
to seven, runs July 5-9.
Shake Hands is an academic enrichment program that targets high-achieving students.
This year will mark the 30th summer for the program. One goal of Shake Hands is to
introduce students to new academic experiences and to assist students in focusing on an
academic path. The program also seeks to provide a supportive environment where
students share experiences and encourage each other's thinking and creativity.
University faculty, graduate students and public school teachers serve as instructors who
guide students through investigations of complex subject matter and research processes.
Participants choose from two courses of study. Classes offered are architecture, animal
science, in the lab, green engineering, rocketry, robotics, art, law, biotechnology, theater,
forensics and anatomy and physiology.
For registration information, contact IDEAL at (806) 742-2420 or e-mail
michelle.hamman@ttu.edu.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Michelle Hamman, assistant director, Office of Institutional Diversity
and Community Engagement, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2420, or
michelle.hamman@ttu.edu.
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Our White Boy
by Jerry Craft, with Kathleen Sullivan
Foreword by Larry Lester
Now available
$29.95 cloth, 6 x9, 272 pages, 20 photos, 978-0-89672-674-1

Author Tells Experiences as "White Boy" Baseball Pitcher in Colored League
At the outset of summer break in 1959, then-Texas Technological College senior Jerry
Craft had no more enticing options than to stay home and help on the family ranch. So the
telephoned offer to play for a semipro baseball club he'd never heard of came as a
welcome surprise.
Craft was in for an even bigger surprise when he reported for tryout and discovered he'd
been recruited for the West Texas Colored League.
Craft's experience of his two resulting seasons with the Wichita Falls/Graham Stars was
tagged by the Dallas Morning News in 1998 as "Jackie Robinson in reverse." Craft, a
rancher and businessman in Jacksboro, Texas (and former mayor of his hometown), has
now put his story into writing in a candid and engaging memoir, "Our White Boy," out this
spring by Texas Tech University Press (TTUP).
Looking back on those years before the civil rights movement, Craft relates an unlikely
story of respect, character, humor and ultimately friendship as the teammates pulled
together to succeed in a game they loved.
The book, along with "Playing in Shadows: Texas and Negro League Baseball" by Rob
Fink, launches TTUP's book series Sport in the American West. Edited by Jorge lber, the
new series examines the impact of sport throughout the region and seeks to illuminate how
sport intersects historically with such cultural issues as race, ethnicity, gender and class.
Advance praise for "Our White Boy"
"Jerry Craft has given us an.engaging and finally touching book. It is a story of racial
harmony in an era of racial distrust. I highly recommend it." -Larry McMurtry
Office of Communications and Marketing
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"As a teammate and friend of Jackie Robinson's when Branch Rickey broke the color line
in 1947, I fully appreciate Jerry Craft's experience and his memorable story." -Bobby
Bragan, catcher, Brooklyn Dodgers, 1947
"A remarkable story of an era in American sports that is long gone ... a riveting read." Skip Hollandsworth

Biographical background

Jerry Craft, rancher and former mayor of Jacksboro and a pioneer in the national cable
television industry, lives in Jacksboro and operates ranches in Texas and New Mexico.
Kathleen Sullivan, who holds degrees from Baylor University and Arizona S:tate
University, has taught at the University of Texas at Arlington and Southern Methodist
University. A member of the Sport Literature Association and the Society for American
Baseball Research, she is the author of reviews and articles on sport literature and "Women
Characters in_Baseball Literature: A Critical Study." She lives in Arlington, Texas.
Larry Lester is co-chairman of the Negro Leagues Committee for the Society for
American Baseball Research.
Contact information
Jerry Craft is available for interviews and speaking engagements. Further information is
available at www.ourwhiteboy.com, or contact Nadine Craft, (940) 229-1923,
nadine craft9@yahoo.com
Local vendors interested in ordering the book may contact TTUP at (800) 832-4042 or by
fax (806) 742-2979. For more information or a review copy of the book, contact the TTUP
marketing department, (806) 742-2982 or ttup.marketing@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Debaters Emerge as Nation's Best at Championship Tournament
After winning 14 debates and losing only one, a pair of Texas Tech University debaters
emerged victorious on their home turf.
Brian Horton, a senior political science, French and geography major from San Angelo,
and Adam Testerman, a junior mass communications major from Springfield, Mo., won
the 2010 National Parliamentary Debate Association's (NPDA) championship
tournament on Monday. The event was hosted by Texas Tech and featured nearly 200
two-person debate teams from schools across the nation.
"I could not be happier for Brian and Adam, our entire team and our coaching staff," said
Joe Gantt, head coach and director of forensics. "A lot of hours and days this year have
been spent staying current with news, writing arguments, doing practice debates and
traveling to tournaments. This is the ultimate payoff for all that work.
"Brian and Adam are just the latest example of excellence at Texas Tech University and
they should make the entire university community extremely proud."
Debating against the topic "Barack Obama is this generation's Jimmy Carter," the Texas
Tech team won by a 7-2 decision by the nine-judge final panel. Texas Tech last won a
national championship in 2008, and is the first school in the history of the NPDA to win
two national championships in a three-year span.
Horton was given the NPDA All-American award, signifying excellence in debate,
service and academics. Testerman was named one ofthe top 20 individual speakers at the
tournament.
The pair also defeated teams from the United States Air Force Academy, the University
of the Pacific and the University of Colorado to reach the national final debate against a
team from Pepperdine University. Topics included Grecian debt, global currency,
corporate personhood and health care reform.
The honors for Texas Tech did not stop there, however. Nicole Brown, a senior political
science major from San Angelo, and Paul Williamson, a senior mass communications
major from Crosby, were one of the top 32 teams in the nation.
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These efforts, plus strong first-time performances from a number of freshmen debaters,
pushed Texas Tech to be named the fourth place school at the tournament.
The Texas Tech debate team makes its final appearance March 26-29 at Azusa Pacific
University, competing in the annual National Parliamentary Tournament of Excellence.
The event is a tournament of champions from the year.

CONTACT: Joseph J. Gantt, director of forensics, Texas Tech University, (806)
742-1328, cell phone at (806) 777-9904, or joe.gantt@ttu.edu
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Statistics and "Hot Hand" Expert Available to Break Down Bracket Madness
As March Madness reaches its peak, Alan Reifman, a Texas Tech University professor
who studies sports streakiness and conducts hot hand research, is available to speak about
games, probabilities and matchups.
Just how hot are those UConn women? How likely is it that a team will hit a hot streak in
shooting or flub at the free throw line?
Reifman' s blog, The Hot Hand in Sports, can be found at
http://thehothand.blogspot.com/.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Alan Reifman, professor, Human Development and Family Studies,
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3000 ext. 274, or alan.reifman@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Hosts First Strive for Honor Week

Texas Tech University will hold its flrst Strive for Honor Week from March 29-April2.
This week-long event promotes the values of The Foundation For a Better Life and the
values of Texas Tech. These values include honesty, family, trust, love and respect.
The schedule will be as follows:
Monday (March 29):

Free Strive for Honor T-shirts will be available with a valid Texas
Tech ID in the Student Union Building (SUB) from 10 a.m.-noon

Tuesday (March 30):

A free showing of"The Blind Side" fllm will be played in the
Allen Theater from 6-8 p.m.

Wednesday (March 31 ):

There will be a free opportunity to design bulletin boards
online in the Playa Room in the SUB from 10 a.m.-noon.
Students must bring a valid Texas Tech ID

Thursday (April1):

By invitation-only: Raiders Who Rock banquet

Friday (April2):

Campus-wide Strive for Honor T-shirt day. Students will wear their
Strive for Honor T-shirts on this day

CONTACT: Kathryn McDaniel, dean of students office intern, Texas Tech University,
(806) 742-5433, or kathryn.mcdaniel@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Ph.D. Candidate Earns Distinguished Dissertation Award
Hyrum Smith, a Ph.D. candidate at Texas Tech University and current assistant professor
at Virginia Tech, has been awarded the 2010 Robert H. Hermann Ph.D. Dissertation
Award from the American Council on Consumer Interests (ACCI).
Smith's dissertation was titled "Three Essays on Financial Sophistication and Effective
Decision Making" and was chosen among a field of high-quality applicants.
In the three essays he completed, Smith discussed topics including how high leverage
among older households is influenced by tax leverage factors that encourage borrowing
housing debt, the influence of financial sophistication on adjustable rate mortgage
borrowing and the influence of financial sophistication and the likelihood of a household
holding a Roth IRA.
"My goal in writing the paper was to primarily show that financial literacy or financial
sophistication does matter and it does make a difference in helping households make more
effective financial decisions," Smith said. ·
Smith will be presented with his award at the 2010 ACCI annual conference April14-16.

CONTACT: Michael Finke, associate professor, Department ofPenonal & Financial
Planning, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-5050, or Michael.finke@ttu.edu
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Rawls College of Business Hosts ALON USA President and CEO

WHAT:

Rawls College of Business Chief Executives' Roundtable Speaker Series

WHEN:

11 :30 a.m. Thursday (March 25)

WHERE:

Valley of Lubbock Scottish Rite, 1101 70th St.

EVENT:

Texas Tech University's Rawls College of Business will host Jeff D.
Morris, president and chief executive officer of ALON USA.
Morris will deliver a presentation titled "A View on Transportation
Fuels."
He is a seasoned professional and former FINA executive with more thru
30 years of experience. He holds a bachelor's degree in chemical
engineering from Texas Tech. An active alumnus and recognized as a
Texas Tech Distinguished Engineer, he was presented with a
Distinguished Alumni award in 2008.
Morris serves as a member of the Academy of Chemical Engineers. He
also holds 10 U.S. and six foreign patents in the field of polymer
processing and production. He is published on polystyrene in the
Encyclopedia of Chemical Processing and Design.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.
CONTACT: Alice Oles, CER coordinator, Rawls College of Business
Administration, Texas Tech University, at (806) 742-3940 or alice.oles@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech's IDEAL Program Opens Registration for Science: It's a Girl Thing
Registration is underway for the academic enrichment program Science: It's A Girl
Thing. The Texas Tech University residential summer camp is scheduled for June 21-24
for girls entering fifth and sixth grades and July 19-22 for girls entering grades eight to
11.
The program addresses the shortage and need for women scientists and introduces underserved girls to a university experience. The girls live on campus for four days and receive
a first-class introduction to science and careers in science. The faculty is comprised of
public school educators, Texas Tech faculty and representatives from NASA.
The Institute for the Development and Enrichment of Advanced Learners (IDEAL), is a
nonprofit organization and department in the Texas Tech Office of Institutional Diversity
and Community Engagement. Formed in 1984, IDEAL has introduced thousands of
students from kindergarten to 11 til grade to the university through a variety of on-campus
academic enrichment programs.
For a program brochure or more information, contact IDEAL at (806) 742-2420.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.
CONTACT: Michelle Hamman, assistant director, Office of Institutional Divenity
and Community Engagement, Texas Tech Univenity, (806) 742-2420, or
michelle.hamman@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Expert in Sport Management Contends State Budget for Steroid Testing
Should Not be Cut despite Past Results
Though random high school steroid testing in Texas may disappear after this academic
year because of costs, a Texas Tech University expert in sport management said the state
should continue testing, but find more efficient ways to use funds.
John Miller, Texas Tech associate professor in the Department of Health, Exercise &
Sport Sciences, recently authored the chapter "Drug Issues in Sport: Steroid
Performance-Enhancement" in the book "Sport and Criminal Behavior" by Lee and Lee.
Responses from his research indicated that cheerleading had more potential for steroid
use than other sports because of the physical nature of the sport. Miller said performanceenhancing drug use is here to stay until a message can get out to curb the use.
Recently, the Texas Education Agency proposed to cut the $1 million budget for the
state' s random steroid testing program. Miller said the state should educate coaches and
athletic directors to recognize the signs and symptoms of performance-enhancement drug
use, then create a protocol for them to report their suspicions.
"If coaches suspect an athlete using steroids, then they could report it and leave it to the
UIL (University Interscholastic League) to investigate - a similar method as the NCAA,"
Miller said. "This would have the potential of using the money allocated by the
legislation more effectively."
Cutting the program' s funding became a debate after it produced 19 positive steroid tests
out of more than 45,000 samples.
However, Miller said a recent poll by the University of Michigan' s C.S. Mott Children's
Hospital found nearly one in 10 parents of high school athletes were aware of the use of
performance-enhancing drugs by an athlete in their community, and 75 percent of parents
supported random drug testing within the schools.
"Though the steroid-testing program results were low, that doesn't mean that steroid
abuse isn't happening," he said. "By empowering and educating coaches to recognize
steroid abuse in their athletes, the state could better use testing funding to test suspected
abusers."
·
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He found about 60 percent of coaches think random drug testing should be conducted in
high schools. Also, he found 33 percent of athletic directors had suspected their athletes
using steroids, and other coaches were not knowledgeable enough to press the issue or
simply did not report the use of performance-enhancement drugs.
"Many coaches can educate athletes about the dangers of recreational drugs, including
alcohol, but often cannot do so for steroids for a variety of reasons," he said. "In some
cases, it may be because they don't want to know. For others, it may be the result of not
being offered the opportunity for steroid education."
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: John Miller, associate professor, Health, Exercise & Sport Sciences,
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3361, or john.miller@ttu.edu
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The Most Subversive Movie Ever Made? Public Invited to Weigh In
There's no sex. No violence. In fact, with its uplifting message and promotion of racial and
gender equality, "Salt of the Earth" may seem like staple feel-good fodder to today's
moviegoer.
Yet before it was released in 1954, the movie was deemed so subversive that it landed on a
blacklist. Its actors and director suffered through death threats, government surveillance
and even deportation.
So why did the movie become one of the most transgressive filmed on U.S. soil? The
Lubbock community is invited to attend a free screening and roundtable discussion from 69 p.m. Wednesday (March 31) in room 101 of the Texas Tech University Mass
Communications Building.
"Salt of the Earth" tells the story of miners who go on strike to gain equal wages for their
Mexican-American coworkers. Based on true events and starring many of the people who
took part in the strike, it also was one of the first movies to advance the notion of gender
equality.
Yet in a nation gripped by McCarthyism, such messages came across as communist
propaganda, said Rob Weiner, an associate humanities librarian for the Texas Tech Library
and roundtable panelist. Howard Hughes once petitioned Congress to stop production,
Weiner noted.
"One could argue that it is one of the most persecuted movies ever made," he said, "and
yet the basic message is that everyone's equal, people deserve decent working conditions
and we need to treat each other with respect."
The event is presented by the Texas Tech Library and the Department of Electronic Media
and Communication in the College of Mass Communications.
After the screening, panelists will discuss issues including how concepts of social justice
changed in the last 60 years, and whether this movie still resonates in 2010.
Following the film, each paiJ.elist will speak for five minutes before the audience is invited
to respond.
Office of Communications and Marketing
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Panelists include:
• Weiner
• Robert Peaslee, associate professor in the College of Mass Communications
• Sam Dragga, professor and chair of the Department of English
• Kathrin Dodds, project management librarian for the Texas Tech Library
• Jack Becker, associate humanities librarian for the Texas Tech Library
• James Dembowski, assistant professor in the Texas Tech University Health
Sciences Center School of Allied Health Sciences
• Leyla Modirzadeh, assistant professor in the Department of Theatre
• Kent Wilkinson, Regents Professor in Hispanic and International
Communication, College of Mass Communications
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Texas Tech School of Art Presents Master of Fine Arts Exhibit
A Texas Tech University School of Art graduate candidate, Sallie Inman, will have her
work "Threshold" displayed at the master of fine arts thesis exhibition until March 27.
The exhibit's closing reception is an opportunity for community members to meet and
visit with the artist. The exhibition also is a requirement for graduate candidates to
complete in order to receive a degree. The event will begin at 6 p.m. March 27 at the
Landmark Arts Studio Gallery.
"My work explores thresholds - psychological lines that separate disparate parts of my
interior. They are edges that are invisible, but worthy of me trying to defme them," Inman
said. "Psychological thresholds are barely perceptible, but once acknowledged a
threshold can be an entrance or a beginning, a gateway into a different way of viewing
the world or the art."
The exhibit is a visual representation of Inman's studies over the past three years in the
graduate program. Some of her works that will be displayed include inflations, paintings
and mixed media.
The exhibit is free and open to the public. Parking is available for $1 .20 per hour Monday
through Friday, but is free on weekends. For more information, visit
www.landmarkarts.org.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Joe Arredondo, gallery director, Landmark Arts Studio Gallery, (806)
742-1947, or joe.arredondo@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech Center Supports Undergraduate Researchers
The Texas Tech University Center for Undergraduate Research will celebrate
undergraduate researchers with a week-long conference event.
At the opening ceremony event, President Guy Bailey will speak about the importance of
undergraduate research as the university continues its Tier One status journey. Attendees
can view undergraduate research poster presentations and enjoy light hors d'oeurves. The
event will begin at 4:30p.m. March 29 in the Student Union Building Ballroom.
The conference offers an opportunity for undergraduate students to attend researchfocused events, network with fellow researchers and participate in panel sessions, said
Jeannie Diaz, director for the Center for Undergraduate Research. The event also is a
chance for faculty and graduate students to review paper or poster presentations and
support undergraduate researchers.
Sessions about different elements of research will be hosted throughout the week. More
than 100 students are anticipated to present their research in poster or paper format,
which will represent the multiple disciplines and colleges across campus.
Some of the sessions include quantitative and qualitative undergraduate research,
research ethics, EndNote Web, grad school101, tackling literature reviews and
publishing and presenting research.
Other events include the Raider Research Fair, which will be an occasion for students to
network with different departments that are interested in recruiting researchers. The event
will begin at noon on March 31 in the Student Union Building Ballroom.
All faculty and students are invited to attend the event to support undergraduate
researchers.
For more information, visit undergraduateresearch.ttu.edu or e-mail cur@ttu.edu.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.
CONTACT: Jeannie Diaz, director, Center for Undergraduate Research, Texas
Tech University, (806) 742-1095, or jeannie.diaz@ttu.edu
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Hispanic Honor Society Hosts Second Annual Peace and Security Forum
Ambassador to moderate panelists' discussion.
Chapter Alpha Phi of Sigma Delta Pi, the National Hispanic Honor Society, will host its
Second Annual Peace and Secllrity Forum from 5:30 - 7 p.m. Wednesday (March 31) in
room 001 of the Education Building.
Panelists Cristina Bradatan representing Europe, Mohammad Maqusi representing the
Middle East, Dennis Patterson representing Asia and Andres Vargas representing the
Americas will discuss the social, economic and political implications of global
immigration. Ambassador Tibor Nagy, vice provost for International Affairs, will
represent Africa and moderate the conversation.
The forum was initiated when Sigma Delta Pi advisor Comfort Pratt received a grant from
the Association of College Honor Societies in October of2008. This year's forum will be
funded by a grant from Texas Tech's Student Government Association. Pratt said last
year' s forum brought together an amazing panel and received excellent reviews. She said
she hopes for continued success.
"We hope this year's forum will inform participants about what is happening right now
regarding global immigration, and clarify issues pertaining to specific parts of the world,"
Pratt said. "The discussion will also provide an opportunity for participants to interact
with the panel and gain useful insights into various issues they are concerned about."
Pratt said Sigma Delta Pi is grateful for the coordination and selection of panelists and
moderation of the event once again by Nagy.
A reception will be held after the forum. For reservations, contact Pratt at c.pratt@ttu.edu
by Friday (March 26).
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Comfort Pratt, advisor, Sigma Delta Pi, College of Education, Texas
Tech University, (806) 742-1997 ext. 237, or c.pratt@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Names Vice Chancellor of Facilities, Planning and Construction
[EDITOR'S NOTE: A photo of Molina is available at http:/ltoday.ttu.edu/2010/03/texastech-names-vice-chancellor-of-facilities-planning-and-construction]
Texas Tech University System Chancellor Kent Hance announced today (March 24) the
hiring of Michael Molina as vice chancellor of facilities, planning and construction
(FP&C). He will begin his duties on April1 .
Molina will oversee all master planning and construction for facilities on each of the
three institution's campuses ofthe Texas Tech University System.
"Molina's experience, technical skill and leadership qualities make him an outstanding
choice for this position," Hance said. "Our goals of increasing research and enrollment at
each of our campuses make it imperative that we have a person with vision and a passion
for our university to help plan and construct the facilities needed to support our goals.
Michael is an experienced leader in this field and we are pleased that he will be part of
our team."
As Texas Tech University strives to become a National Research University, Molina will
work to expand the research facilities on campus. He also will collaborate with Texas
Tech, Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center and Angelo State University to
develop a facilities and construction plan that accommodates each institution's
enrollment goals of 40,000 students at Texas Tech, 10,000 students at Angelo State and
5,000 students at the Health Sciences Center by 2020.
" I am honored and excited about my new role within the Texas Tech University
System," Molina said. " I believe our universities have the most beautiful and welldesigned campuses and facilities in the nation. I look forward to bringing creative ideas
and strategies to support the System's growth initiatives."
Molina is currently the owner and CEO of JDMA Architects Inc. and the president of
M3d Construct, LLC, both located in Lubbock. Molina also served as United
Supermarkets' vice president for facilities, design and development from 1998 until April
2009. Before working with United Supermarkets, Molina spent more than seven years in
various roles with Texas Tech's FP&C and physical plant operations.
Office of Communications and Marketing
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Molina earned his bachelor's degree in architecture from Texas Tech in 1991. He and his
wife, Angie, met at Texas Tech and have been married 18 years. They have two children,
Ralph, age 16 and Rebecca, age 13.
Molina replaces Mike Ellicott who retired in September 2009 after nearly 10 years of
service with the Texas Tech University System.
Theresa Drewell served as interim vice chancellor for facilities, planning and
construction since September. She will return to her position of associate vice chancellor
for facilities, planning and construction.
-30-
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Texas Tech Parents Association Announces Faculty and Student Award Recipients
The Texas Tech Parents Association announces its faculty and student award recipients for
2009-2010.
The association will hold a special reception and awards presentation Saturday (April 10)
in the United Spirit Arena's City Bank Room on the Texas Tech University campus.
The annual awards spotlight faculty and student creativity, excellence and dedication. The
Texas Tech Parents Association calls for nominations from all Texas Tech academic
colleges and its board of directors selects winners from each category.
"The student and faculty honorees have a tremendous amount of talent and investment in
Texas Tech and their community" said Ken Gassiot, associate director of Parent and
Family Relations at Texas Tech. "These individuals are first-class and well-deserving of
not only being nominated, but also selected as recipients."

2009-2010 Faculty Award Winners
Julian Spallholtz; Nutrition, Hospitality, and Retailing; the Barnie E Rushing Jr. Faculty
Distinguished Research Award
Deborah Fowler; Nutrition, Hospitality, and Retailing; the Spencer A. Wells Faculty
Award for Creativity in Teaching
Wendell Aycock, Graduate School, the Faculty Distinguished Leadership Award
Michelle Kwon, School of Law, Hemphill-Wells New Professor Excellence in Teaching

2009-2010 Student Academic Citizenship Award Winners
Agricultural Sciences - Kaleigh Janota
Allied Health - Jonathan Matthews
Architecture - Robert Diaz
Arts and Sciences - Stephen Torrence
Business Administration- Jaime Resendiz
Engineering- Jared Casey
Honors College - Eileen Mary Dee
Human Sciences - Lauren Foster
Office of Communications and Marketing
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Law- Donmale Gbaanador
Mass Commwrications - Suzanne Williams
Nursing- Jeff Watson
University College- Jayden Spencer
Visual and Performing Arts - Travis Treadwell
CONTACT: Ken Gassiot, associate director, Parent and Family Relations, Texas Tech
University, ~806) 742-3630, or ken.gassiot@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech to Host 5th Annual Red to Black Financial Education Week
Texas Tech University will hold the 5th annual Red to Black Financial Education Week
from March 29-April 2. There will be information booths, presentations and financial
check-up sites throughout campus.
The purpose of the event is to help answer questions regarding student loans, earnings
potential, spending attitudes, budgeting, saving and investing.
Free food and drinks as well as plenty of door prizes available at the presentations.
Events are as follows:
Monday (March 29):
• An information booth is available from 11 a.m.-1 p.m outside ofthe SUB.
• A fmancial check-up site is available from 11 a.m.-2 p.m in the library atrium.
Tuesday (March 30):
• An information booth is available from 11 a.m.-1 p.m outside of the SUB.
• A fmancial check-up site is available from 11 a.m.-2 p.m in the Business
Administration building.
• From 10-11 a.m. there will be a "Making your Money Make Money" presentation
in room 128 of Holden Hall.
• From 4-5 p .m. a "Psychology of Money" presentation is going to be held in the
Mesa Room of the SUB.
Wednesday (March 31):
• An information booth is available from 11 a.m.-1 p.m outside of the Student Union
Building.
• A financial check-up site will be available from 11 a.m.-2 p.m in the Law School.
• From 11 a.m.-noon there will be a "Making your Money Make Money"
presentation in room 75 of Holden Hall.
• From 3:30-4:30 p.m. a "Psychology of Money" presentation will be held in room
309 in the library.
Thursday (April1):
• An information booth is available from 11 a.m.-1 p.m outside of the SUB.
Office of Communications and Marketing
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•
•

A financial check-up site is available from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. in the Market at
Stangel/Murdough.
From 3-4 p.m. a keynote panel titled "What's Your Gameplan?" presentation will
take place in room 169 of the Human Sciences building.

Friday (April 2):
• An information booth is available outside of the SUB from 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
• A financial check-up site will be available from 11 a.m.-2 p.m in the Graduate
School (located in the basement of Holden Hall).
Keynote speakers include:
• Bill Gustafson, associate professor in the Texas Tech Personal and Financial
Planning Division
• Nikki Sosa, assistant director, Office of Student Financial Aid
• Jay Killough, associate director, University Career Services

CONTACT: JoAnn Altman, supervisor of college development and external relations,
College of Human Sciences, (806) 742-3264, or joann.altman@ttu.edu
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Supreme Court Justice to Speak at Hispanic Law
Student Association Scholarship Banquet

WHAT:

Sixth Annual Hispanic Law Student Association (HLSA) Scholarship
Banquet

WHEN:

7 p.m., Friday (March 26)

WHERE:

Frazier Alumni Pavilion

EVENT:

The HLSA hosts Texas Supreme Court Justice Eva Guzman to speak on
her success from Chicago to Texas. Earning a bachelor's degree in
business administration from the University of Houston, Guzman
continued on to earn a law degree from South Texas College of Law.

In 1999 Guzman was appointed to the 309th District Court of Harris
County where she served as a trial court judge for almost three years.
Governor Rick Perry appointed her to the Houston-based Texas 14th Court
of Appeals in 2001. Since then she has ruled on over 2,000 civil and
criminal appeals and original proceedings and authored hundreds of
published opinions.
Guzman was appointed to the Supreme Court of Texas by Perry in 2009.
This year the Hispanic National Bar Association honored Guzman as
"Latina Judge of the Year."
Cocktails will be served at 6 p.m. and the dinner and program will begin at
7 p.m. General admission tickets are $25, faculty and staff tickets are $30,
student tickets are $20 and HLSA member tickets are $15. To purchase
tickets, contact Marissa Lozoya at marissa.lozoya@ttu.edu.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Marissa Lozoya, vice president, Hispanic Law Student Association,
Texas Tech University, (512) 826-0562, or marissa.lozoya@ttu.edu.
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News release
Art of West Texas Women: A Celebration
by Kippra D. Hopper and Laurie J. Churchill
Introduction by Pamela Brink
Available April IS, 2010
$29.95 paper, 8.5 x9.75, 224 pages, 150 color photos, 978-0-89672-669-7
DATE: March 25,2010
CONTACT: Barbara Brannon, Texas Tech University Press, (806) 742-2982

Book Launch and Exhibition Draws West Texas Women Artists to Lubbock
Attendees at the 32nd annual Lubbock Arts Festival, April15-18 in Lubbock, Texas, will be the
ftrst to enjoy "Art of West Texas Women: A Celebration," a book published by Texas Tech
University Press and featuring 20 living artists from the Panhandle to El Paso.
In addition, a special gallery will exhibit selections of the artists' works throughout the festival,
and guests attending premiere-night festivities from 6-9 p .m. Thursday (April 15) at the
Lubbock Civic Center will have the opportunity to meet with the authors and artists. Copies of
the fust edition will be on sale and available for autographing at selected times.
"Art of West Texas Women: A Celebration," the ftrst survey of practicing women artists in the
West Texas region, features ISO lavish color images of the artists and their works.
Following in the tradition of Georgia O'Keeffe, herself an early interpreter of the West Texas
Plains, "Art of West Texas Women" celebrates women visual artists living and working in an
expansive, rugged landscape- the vast western half of Texas, far from the dynamics of urban art
communities and large national markets. Representing several of each artist's one-of-a-kind art
works, the book also offers glimpses into the artists' lives and inspirations.
According to the Lubbock Arts Alliance Web site at www.lubbockarts.org, the Lubbock Arts
Festival is the largest ftne art and fme craft show in West Texas, drawing more than 23,000
visitors and participants each year. Admission price for all adult festival goers will be $2 and all
children age 12 and under, accompanied by an adult, will be admitted for $1. The 32"d Annual
Lubbock Arts Festival is made possible in part through a grant from the City of Lubbock, as
recommended by Civic Lubbock, Inc.

Featured artists
Future Akins

Doris Alexander

Toni Arnett

Art of West Texas Women add 2

Linda Cullum
Tina Fuentes
Robin Dru Germany
Marilyn Grisham
Lahib Jaddo
Anna Jaquez

Dale Jenssen
Patricia Kisor
Abby Levine
Tracy Lynch
Pat Maines
Deborah Milosevich

Maria Almeida Natividad
Collie Ryan
Mary Solomon
Sara Waters
Amy Winton

About the authors
Kippra D. Hopper holds degrees from Texas Tech University, where she is the Hutcheson
Professor of Journalism. As author, editor, and photographer, Hopper focuses her work on the
American Southwest. She is the author of"A Meditation of Fire: The Art of James C. Watkins"
(TTUP, 1999).
Laurie J. Churchill, a former professor of literature and women's studies program coordinator,
holds degrees from Boston University, the University of Massachusetts and the University of
California, Santa Cruz. She is the author of articles on classical literature and feminist pedagogy
and is the lead editor of"Women Writing Latin: From Roman Antiquity to Early Modem
Europe." Currently, she is director of assessment in the College of Education at New Mexico
State University.
Pamela Brink holds degrees from the University of Kansas and the University of Washington
and is the owner of Associated Authors & Editors lric., a writing, editing and graphic design
studio. She is an associate fellow of the Center for Great Plains Studies, a collector of West
Texas art and an avid student of West Texas music.
For more information
For more information or a review copy of"Art of West Texas Women," contact Barbara
Brannon, marketing manager, Texas Tech University Press, (806) 742-2982 or via email at
barbara.brannon@ttu.edu.
For more information regarding the Lubbock Arts Festival, contact Elizabeth Regner, executive
director, Lubbock Arts Alliance, at (806)744-2787 or mail@lubbockarts.org.
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Texas Tech School of Music Hosts Music Event with Young Pianist
The Texas Tech University School of Music will host a spring music event with worldrenowned pianist Spencer Myer.
Myer will perform a solo recital and play the works of Handel, Janacek, Beethoven,
Schubert and Granados at 8 p .m. March 31. He also will teach a master class at 5 p.m.
March 31, which is open to the public. Both events are at Hemmle Recital Hall.
"I am thrilled that the School of Music can bring a performer of his caliber to Lubbock
for the Texas Tech community and public to enjoy," said Liza Muse, senior specialist at
the School of Music. "And, it's a free concert. Our music students also benefit greatly
from the master class given by Mr. Myer while he is here."
Myer is considered the finest young pianist of his generation, Muse said. He is known for
his innovative programming and virtuosic command of the keyboard.
Some ofMyer's accomplishments include winning the 2008 gold medal at the New
Orleans Piano Competition and capturing first prize in 2004 at the 1Oth University of
South Africa International Piano Competition in Pretoria, South Africa.
Myer completed his undergraduate studies at the Oberlin Conservatory of Music, is a
graduate of the Juilliard School, and received his doctorate from Stony Brook University.
The free event is open to the public. For more information about Spencer Myer, visit
http:/ /www;spencermyer.com.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Liza Muse, senior specialist, School of Music, Texas Tech University,
(806) 742-2270, or liza.muse@ttu.edu
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Dewhurst Announces Emerging Technology Fund Award at Texas Tech University
Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst today announced the approval of an Emerging Technology Fund
(ETF) award, up to $1.5 million for MicroZAP, a bio-technology company specializing in
food safety.
MicroZAP was spun off from patented technology developed through cutting-edge food
sterilization research at Texas Tech University's International Center for Food Industry
Excellence. Sen. Robert Duncan (R-Lubbock) joined Lt. Gov. Dewhurst for the
announcement.
''Not only could this new technology lead to significant advances in food safety for
everyone, but also this ETF grant hopefully will help MicroZAP grow into a thriving biotech company that creates new jobs and economic development opportunities for
Lubbock," Dewhurst said.
MicroZAP uses directional microwaves delivered at varying doses and intensities in order
to target disease-causing microorganisms with great precision. The technology has even
demonstrated the ability to kill the deadly MRSA bacterium.
"The EFT funds will allow us to move the MicroZap technology forward, thus providing
safer food products in the supermarket, which will ultimately reduce the number of foodborne illnesses and lead to safer food on America's dinner tables," said Mindy Brashears,
director of the International Center for Food Industry Excellence.
The company has already had discussions with larger corporations regarding new
technology applications.
"It's this kind of research, development and commercialization that will help universities
like Texas Tech achieve Tier One status in Texas. Creating more Tier One universities is
critical to our state's future; not only will they provide greater opportunities in higher
education for our fast-growing population, they will lead to more life-saving and lifeimproving innovation that can be commercialized and create new jobs," Dewhurst said.
Duncan said the announcement reflects an essential step toward advancing Texas" position
as a leader in new technology.
Office of Communications and Marketing
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"This research presents tremendous potential for our community, our nation's food supply
and our university's future Tier One status. I appreciate the leadership of Lt. Gov. David
Dewhurst, Governor Rick Perry and House Speaker Joe Straus and their vision, which
recognizes the importance of these programs in Texas."
MicroZAP will receive $500,000 at the beginning of the company's contract with the state.
As the company achieves milestones agreed to in the final contract, it may receive up to $1
million in additional ETF award funds. The state will take an equity position in the
company for its investment.
The ETF was created by the Texas Legislature in 2005. The governor, lieutenant governor
and speaker of the House must jointly approve each ETF grant based upon the review and
recommendations of a 17-member advisory committee made up of leaders in the fields of
business and research.
CONTACT: Mindy Brashears, director, International Center for Food lndustry
Excellence, Texas Tech University, (806) 2805 ext. 235 or mindy.brashears@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech to Present Eight Master of Fine Arts Exhibits
The Texas Tech University School of Art will present eight one-week solo shows by
Master of Fine Arts candidates.
The work to be displayed will represent the culmination of each student's research during
their tenure at Texas Tech. Areas of study include ceramics, jewelry design and
metalsmithing, painting and drawing, photography, printmaking and sculpture.
The artists and exhibitions are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Esther Delaquis' exhibit will be AprilS-10. The artist's paintings and prints are a
bridge between her African heritage and western culture.
Chase Gamblin's exhibit will be AprilS-10 and will showcase ceramic pieces that
reflect on ideas of life and death.
Chisum Pierce's exhibit will be AprilS-10 and will feature work that questions
why celebrities are worshiped.
Christopher Voss' exhibit will be April 12-17 and will address the physical,
psychological and spiritual proximities between God, the artist and his family.
Emily Schuhmann's exhibit will be April19-24. She will display large-scale
jewelry pieces inspired by the qualities of biological imagery.
Sarah Roberts' exhibit will be April26-May 1. She will display her jewelry,
which will center around an early traumatic event and are based on Freudian
psychology.
Do-Kyun Lee's exhibit will be May 3-8 and will display sculptures that evoke the
sense of social anxiety from his native country of South Korea.
Patrick Page-Sutter's exhibit will be May 3-8 and will present sculptures that
consider the impact of animal husbandry on the way individuals interact with
animals and animal products.

For more information, visit www.landmarl<arts.or~.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Joe Arredondo, gallery director, School of Art, Texas Tech Univenity,
(806) 742-1947, or joe.arr~ondo@ttu.edu
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Wind Research Experts Available as 2010 Tornado Season Begins
As tornado season blows into the U.S., Texas Tech University's Wind Science and
Engineering Research Center prepares to celebrate its 40th anniversary of studying the
destructive storms and developing new technologies and methods of warning and damage
mitigation.
Home to some of the nation's most prominent wind researchers, Texas Tech has experts
available in many disciplines. Tornado season made a deadly entrance March 10 across
Arkansas when a 79-year-old man was killed and at least three others were injured from
an EF2 tornado that was the first killer tornado in the U.S. since Oct. 9, 2009. Additional
tornadoes tore through parts of North Carolina on Sunday (March 28).
Through the collaborative Wind Science and Engineering Research Center, scientists and
engineers have collected one of the country's largest repositories of wind data and helped
develop the Enhanced Fujita Scale implemented in 2007 by the National Weather
Service.

Daan Liang, assistant professor of construction engineering technology at Texas Tech,
has studied with various probability models how the construction of buildings affects
their vulnerability against severe windstorms. Recently, his research is focused on the
advancement of remote sensing technology in documenting and assessing wind damages
to residential structures. Liang can be reached at (806) 742-3538 or daan.liang@ttu.edu.

Bradley Ewing, professor of operations management in the Rawls College of Business,
has studied the economic impact of hurricanes and tornadoes for more than 12 years. He
can speak to the impact of hurricanes and tornadoes in cities like Oklahoma City; Corpus
Christi; Wilmington, N .C.; Miami; and Nashville, Tenn. Ewing can be reached at (806)
742-3939 or bradley.ewing@ttu.edu.
Ernst Kiesling, professor of civil engineering and executive director of the National
Storm Shelter Association, can speak on the construction and use of residential and
community shelters. Kiesling has more than 35 years of experience in the field
documenting storm damage, writing performance standards for safe rooms, and verifying
compliance of safe rooms with those standards. He can be reached at (806) 742-3476 ext.
335 or emst.kiesling@ttu.edu.
·
-moreOffice of Communications and Marketing
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Kishor Mehta, former director of the Wind Science and Engineering Research Center,
helped lead a team that developed the new Enhanced Fujita Scale implemented by the
National Weather Service in February 2007. He is a member of the National Academy of
Engineering for his studies of structural damage caused by windstorms and leadership in
developing structural design s~dards for wind loads. He can be reached at (806) 7423479 ext. 323 or kishor.mehta@ttu.edu.

Larry Tanner, research associate in civil engineering, has years of field experience
studying tornado damage and debris. Tanner' s research of approximately 400
manufactured homes damaged by a 2005 tornado that killed 22 people in Evansville, Ind.,
prompted new standards for mobile home installation in the region. Tanner can be
reached at (806) 742-3476 ext. 336 or larry.tanner@ttu.edu.

Christopher Weiss, assistant professor of atmospheric science, has researched the
genesis and low-level wind structure of tornadoes for the past 13 years. He also maintains
a research interest in the processes responsible for the generation of the parent
thunderstorms. He can speak to the current scientific understanding regarding why
tornadoes form and intensify, as well as how the structure of the tornado relates to the
observed damage seen at the ground. He can be reached at (806) 742-4712 or
chris.weiss@ttu.edu. (Note: Weiss will not be available at that number May 1- June 15,
while out in the field on VORTEX2. Contact him via Leslie Cranford, Office of
Communications & Marketing, 742-6399, ext. 237).

Andy Swift, professor of civil engineering and director of the Wind Science and
Engineering Research Center, can answer questions about the center and its expansion
and diversification in focus from strictly wind engineering to one that includes wind
energy and renewable/sustainable energy. Swift can be reached at (806) 742-3476 ext.
342 or andy.swift@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Professors Available to Explain CERN, International Search
for Rosetta Stone of Physics
Researchers hope to solve some of the universe's most mind-blowing riddles.
A team of Texas Tech University physics researchers involved with the CERN
experiment is available to speak to the media after scientists achieved major success with
world's largest particle collider beneath the Jura Mountains near Geneva, Switzerland.
According to organizers at the European Organization for Nuclear Research, known as
CERN, scientists were able for the first time to make two proton beams collide at 7
teraelectron volts Tuesday. If all goes according to plan, the beams will collide at this
level for 18 to 24 months.
Texas Tech has supplied many of the calorimeters for this project, said Nural Akchurin, a
professor of physics and a calorimeter project manager at CERN. Texas Tech' s High
Energy Physics Group has worked on the project for 18 years, he said.
These calorimeters will serve as the catcher's mitts that they hope will capture proof of a
theoretical particle called a Higgs boson. Higgs is thought to be responsible for giving
mass to subatomic particles, which make up atoms and so on until you have a pencil, a
rock or a table.

"In the most vanilla version of the Higgs theory, you need some mechanism through
which you give mass to electrons and protons," he said. "Finding that mechanism could
close the loop in assigning known masses. If you have Higgs, you can explain everything
- or nearly most things."
Simply put - but perhaps too simply - these scientists hope the $10 billion Large Hadron
Collider and Compact Muon Solenoid will extend our understanding of matter's smallest
building blocks and reveal how they acquire mass. They also hope to answer many other
questions about the universe.
"If this project finds nothing but Higgs, that' s huge," Akchurin said. "If this experiment
finds nothing at all, I think that' s equally as big a deal because we'll have to rethink all
these other theories. Whatever comes out of this will be interesting."
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For more on Texas Tech University' s research, visit the following Web address:
www.depts.ttu.edu/communications/news/stories/07-11-god-particle.php
For a copy of the official CERN release, visit the following Web address:
htt,p://cms.web.cem.ch/cms/News/2010/CMS 7 TeV statement final EN.doc
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Nural Akchurin, professor of physics, Texas Tech University, (806)
742-3427 or nural.akchurin@ttu.edu; Sung-Won Lee, assistant professor of physics,
(806) 742-3730 or sungwon.lee@ttu.edu; Alan Sill, adjunct professor of physics and
senior scientist at HPCC, (806) 790-7462 or alan.sill@ttu.edu; Igor Volobouev,
assistant professor of physics, (806) 742-4752 or I.Volobouev@ttu.edu; Richard
Wigmans, Bucy Professor of Physics, (806) 742-3779 or richard.wigmans@ttu.edu
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Hispanic Honor Society Hosts Annual Peace and Security Forum
Ambassador will moderate panelists' discussion.
WHAT:

Chapter Alpha Phi of Sigma Delta Pi, the National Hispanic Honor
Society, is hosting its Second Annual Peace and Security Forum

WHEN:

5:30-7 p.m., Wednesday (March 31)

WHERE:

Room 001 of the Education Building

EVENT:

Panelists Cristina Bradatan representing Europe, Mohammad Maqusi
representing the Middle East, Dennis Patterson representing Asia and
Andres Vargas representing the Americas will discuss the social,
economic and political implications of global immigration.
Ambassador Tibor Nagy, vice provost for international affairs, will
represent Africa and moderate the conversation.
A reception will follow the forum.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media:ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Comfort Pratt, adviser, Sigma Delta Pi, College of Education, Texas
Tech University, (806) 742-1997 ext. 237, or c.pratt@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Law School Hosts LPGA Commissioner
WHAT:

Interim Commissioner of the Ladies Professional Golf Association
(LPGA) Marsha "Marty" Evans will speak to Texas Tech University
School of Law and Women's Studies students.

WHEN:

Noon, Thursday (April 1)

WHERE:

Texas Tech Law School Forum

EVENT:
Evans will speak to students about leadership, professionalism and gender
equity. She was invited to speak by long-time friend and Texas Tech Law School Dean
Walter Huffman.
Along with her position on the board of directors with the LPGA, she is a director of
Office Depot, U.S. Naval Academy Foundation, Weight Watchers International, the
North Highland Company and Huntsman Corporation.
Before being named interim commissioner of the LPGA, Evans combined both military
service and leadership of the nation's premier non-profit organizations. During her nearly
30-year career with the Navy, Evans distinguished herself as one of only a handful of
women to reach the rank of rear admiral. In January 1998, Evans assumed leadership of
Girl Scouts ofthe USA. From August 2002 through December 2005, she was the 13th
president and CEO of the American Red Cross.
Evans was a 1979-80 White House Fellow. The White House Fellows Association
awarded her the 2002 John W. Gardner Legacy of Leadership Award. In 2005, the
Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute honored her with the Four Freedoms Award.
She graduated from Occidental College in Los Angeles with a degree in Diplomacy and
World Affairs. She later earned a master's degree in Law and Diplomacy from Tufts
University's Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy. Her degree was supplemented by .
professional studies at the Naval War College in Newport, R.I. and the National War
College in Washington, D.C.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.
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CONTACT: Casey Carson, director of alumni relations, Texas Tech School of Law,
(806) 742-3990 ext. 315, or casey.carson@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Debate Wins Second National Championship in Two Weeks
A week after winning the second debate national championship in school history, Adam
Testerman became the first Texas Tech contender to be named the top individual debater
in the country at the National Parliamentary Tournament of Excellence (NPTE).
The event was held March 27-29 at Azusa Pacific University in California.
This time, Testerman topped 128 elite debaters from across the nation, including debaters
from Rice University, the University of California-Berkeley and the University of
Washington.
Testerman's closest competition came from Brian Horton, a senior political science,
geography and French major from San Angelo. Horton is Testerman's debate partner and
finished in second place.
Testerman, a junior mass communications major from Springfield, Mo., was part of
Texas Tech's winning combination at the National Parliamentary Debate Association's
(NPDA) championship tournament in Lubbock, along with Horton.
"Adam and Brian obviously have achieved so much in one year," said Joe Gantt, director
of forensics. "To win the team national championship at the NPDA tournament, and now
the individual national championship at the NPTE - either one of those honors would be
a great cap to a season. To win both is extraordinarily special and cements their place as
one of the best parliamentary debate teams to ever compete in the activity. I could not be
prouder ofthe two of them."
The two national championships signify the end of the season for Texas Tech debate.

CONTACT: Joseph J. Gantt, director of forensics, Texas Tech University, (806)
742-1328, cell phone at (806) 777-9904, or joe.gantt@ttu.edu
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Texas Tech's Meat Animal Evaluation Team Achieves Fourth Consecutive National
Championship
Texas Tech University's Meat Animal Evaluation Team secured another national
championship-its fourth in four years on Friday (Mar. 26) at the Oklahoma City
Stockyards.
Taking first place with 8, 770 points, the Red Raiders won sheep evaluation, beef
evaluation, market animal and meats divisions during the two-day National Meat Animal
Evaluation Contest.
"I am grateful for this team's selfless efforts to help make our student programs the best in
the nation," said Coach Ryan Rathmann, an assistant professor in the Department of
Animal and Food Sciences.
Twelve universities from across the nation competed in the annual event. The contest took
place over a two-day period and was specifically designed to encourage students to seek a
more complete understanding of the food supply from conception to consumer.
Individually, Ben Scott, a junior from Douglas, Ga., led the team as second high-point
individual. Scott was followed by teammates Matt Bruton, a junior from Throckmorton;
Collin Corbin, a junior from League City and Josh McCann a junior from Newport, Va.
also finished in the Top-10 individuals.
Other team members participating this season are:

• Brittany Boxwell, a junior from Perryton
• Kirby Carpenter, a junior from Kiowa, Colo.
• Chelsea Clifton, a junior from Kingfisher, Okla.
• Adam Copeland, a junior from Katy
• Tate Corliss, a senior from Estancia, N.M.
• Josh Cribbs, a junior from Plant City, Fla.
• Caleb Crosswhite, a junior from McKinney
• Kelsey Fletcher, a junior from Universal City
• Meagan lgo, a junior from Plainview
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• Amber Krause, a junior from Florence
• Stormie M~Clurg, a sophomore from Nazareth
• Maddee Moore, a senior from Cove, Ore.
• Chan~e Neff, ajunior from San Angelo
• Brandon Reeves, a sophomore from Mt. Solon, Va.
• Martin Shaw, a junior from Hilmar, Calif.
The team is coached by Rathmann and Texas Tech graduate student Travis O'Quinn.

CONTACT: Moriah Beyers, Department of Animal and Food S~ien~es, Texas Tech
University, (806) 742-2805 ext. 248, or Moriah.beyers@ttu.edu
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Llano Estacado RoboRaiders Advance to Nationals
Texas Tech Mentors High School Students in Robotics Competition
With the help of Texas Tech University engineering student mentors, the Llano Estacado
RoboRaiders are poised to advance to the For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and
Technology (FIRST) Championship April 15-17 in Atlanta.
The team advanced after a win at the 2010 J.C. Penney Dallas FIRST Robotics regional
competition held in March at Southern Methodist University.
The competition challenged 57 teams from seven states and Mexico to build a robot that
could compete in a unique robotics game called Breakaway. The game included aspects
of soccer in which the robots were required to kick, shoot or throw soccer balls into a net
while battling other competition robots.
Gina Munch, a Texas Tech mentor for the RoboRaiders, said one of the unique features
of the team is that no experience is required. She said she decided to join to learn more
about robotics, how to use power tools and ~ompete in different challenges.
"The no-experience policy also brings in high school students that otherwise would have
self-selected out of robotics, engineering and science," Munch said. "It shows them that
all you need is a drive and willingness to learn."
Robert Abbe, a sophomore at Lubbock High School said he joined RoboRaiders as a
freshman in 2008. He said the program is great for introducing science and math and that
middle and high school students should think about joining.
"We have access to the Texas Tech shops and resources that we couldn't get in the high
school competitions plus, the seasoned advice of the college students," Abbe said.
The team went on to compete in the seventh annual FIRST Robotics regional competition
held March 26 at the University of Denver's Magness Arena. Along with making it to the
quarterfmals, the RoboRaiders attained the Team Spirit Award, sponsored by Chrysler, ·
and was runner-up for the Industrial Safety Award, sponsored by UL.
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The RoboRaiders are a team of 21 South Plains-area high school students and one middle
school student from Lubbock High School, Estacado High School, Kingdom Preparatory
Academy and Levelland High School and Hutchins Middle School paired with nine
Texas Tech mentors.
For five years, the RoboRaiders have competed in FIRST competitions, this year being
the first to qualify for the national competition.
They will travel to the Georgia Dome iii Atlanta for the FIRST championship April 1517. The RoboRaiders will compete against 255 teams from 40 states as well as Brazil,
Canada, Mexico and Australia.
For more information on the RoboRaiders, visit www.team1817.org.
ABOUT FIRST
Accomplished inventor Dean Kamen founded FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of
Science and Technology) in 1989 to inspire an appreciation of science and technology in ·
young people. Based in Manchester, N .H.; FIRST designs accessible, innovative
programs to build self-confidence, knowledge, and life skills while motivating young
people to pursue opportunities in science, technology, and engineering. With the support
of many of the world's most well-known companies, the not-for-profit organization hosts
the FIRST Robotics Competition and FIRST Tech Challenge for high-school students, the
FIRST LEGO(R) League for children 9-14 years old, and the Junior FIRST LEGO
League for 6 to 9 year-olds. To learn more about FIRST, go to www.usfirst.org.

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.
CONTACT: Richard Gale, professor in the College of Engineering and adviser for
the robotics program, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3533 ext.252, or
richard.gale@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Horn Professor Wins National Award
The Texas Tech University Alpha Phi chapter of Sigma Delta Pi Honor Society has
announced that a Paul Witfield hom professor has been awarded the Order of Don
Quijote.
Janet Perez, Qualia chair of romance languages was honored by Sigma Delta Pi for her
exceptional and meritorious service in the fields of Hispanic scholarship, the teaching of
Spanish and the promotion of good relations between English-speaking countries and
those of Spanish speech.
The Order of Don Quijote is the highest honor conferred by Sigma Delta Pi. Perez has
been a member of the honor society since 1964.
The induction ceremony will take place at 6:30p.m. April29 in room 001 ofthe
Education Building. The public is·welcome to attend and a reception will follow.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.
CONTACT: Comfort Pratt, adviser, Sigma Delta Pi, College of Education, Texas
Tech University, (806) 742-1997 ext. 237, or c.pratt@ttu.edu.
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Former Soviet Leader's Granddaughter to Speak
at Texas Tech International Cultural Center
The Texas Tech Office of International Affairs will host Nina Khrushcheva,
granddaughter ofNikita Khrushchev, at 5:30p.m. AprilS at the International Cultural
Center, 601 Indiana Ave.
Associate professor in the graduate program oflnternational Affairs at The New School,
Khrushcheva will speak on the current political situation in Russia. The speech is titled
"The Byzantium Influence on Russian Modernity." The presidencies of Putin and
Medvedev also will be discussed.
She is senior fellow of the World Policy Institute as well as an editor of and contributor
to Project Syndicate. She received her doctorate from Princeton University where she
worked for two years as a research fellow for the School of Historical Studies of the
Institute for Advanced Study. She then served as deputy editor of East European
Constitutional Review at the New York University School of Law.
Khrushcheva is a member of the council on foreign relations and her articles have
appeared in various national and international publications. She is the author of
" Imagining Nabokov: Russia between Art and Politics," and is currently working on a
new book project, "Russia' s Gulag of the Mind."
The lecture is also sponsored by the CH Foundation, the Russian club and the History and
Political Science Departments.
Anyone is welcome to attend and there is no admission charge. For more information,
contact Erin Collopy at (806) 542-3145 ext. 248 or erin.collopy@ttu.edu.
Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu.

CONTACT: Erin Collopy, associate professor, Department of Classical & Modem
Languages & Literatures, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3145, or
erin.collopy@ttu.edu.
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Texas Tech Chemist: Understanding Photosynthetic Protein Traits
Could Lead to Better Agriculture
A Texas Tech University researcher said that understanding certain plant proteins may help
scientists engineer stronger plants in the future.
By studying the natural variations of a plant protein called ferredoxin in. a simple alga,
researchers at Texas Tech and the University of California at Los Angeles discovered that
one type of protein was more effective at reducing nitrogen to ammonia-the main pathway
that plants make energy.
David Knaff, director of the Center of Biotechnology and Genomics at Texas Tech, said
genetic manipulation of this certain ferredoxin could make plants grow better in areas with
nitrogen-poor soil.
Ferredoxin is one of the major iron-containing proteins in photosynthetic organisms and
plays a central role in converting energy from the sun into useable chemical energy, Knaff
said. The protein serves as the central hub for donating electrons for any chemical process
that requires them in photosynthesis.
Knaff said the team wanted to discover what different forms of ferredoxin do in the singlecelled alga called Chlamydomonas reinhardtii.
The alga, nicknamed "chlamy" by scientists, is useful because of its ability to reproduce
quickly and because its genome has been entirely mapped, he said. But for such a simple
plant, it contains six types of ferredoxin proteins compared to more complex flowering
plants, which typically contain only two ferredoxins in their leaves.
"The plant wouldn't go to the trouble of making six different ferredoxins when most plants
only have two," Knaff said. "This plant should be able to get by on one, really. So we
wanted to find out why it makes six and what those six do."
Researchers attempted to discover differences in various types of ferredoxin by pinpointing
their roles in different metabolic pathways. Their initial findings showed that several types
of ferredoxin were similar in combating oxidants-free radical compounds that cause aging.
in cells.
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However, ferredoxin 2 was more effective in reducing nitrate to ammonia. Knaff said this
surprising discovery could lead to genetically engineered plants that could improve
agriculture in areas with nitrogen-poor soil.
More research is needed to fully understand or manipulate ferredoxin proteins, he said.
Their findings were published in the Journal ofBiological Chemistry.
CONTACT: David Knaff, director, Center for Biotechnology and Genomics, Texas
Tech University, (806) 742-0288, or david.knaff@ttu.edu.

