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(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Paintball Team Ranks Top in the Nation 

The Texas Tech University student-organized Paintball Team is on a roll recently after 
excelling in two competitions. 

The Texas Tech group, split into two teams, placed first and fourth at the University of 
North Texas Open in November in Allen and placed fourth and sixth at the University of 
Texas Open in October in San Marcos. 

After the University of Texas Open, organization president Cameron Culver, said 
improvement was a must for the University of North Texas Open. 

"We knew that our next event was only three weeks away so we only had two weekends of 
practice leading up to it," Culver said. "We wanted both teams to do better." 

Culver said nobody expected the second line to win first place in the Open. 

"We were really proud after our second team received first place," he said. 

After these two competitions, the Texas Tech students' team currently ranks fourth in the 
nation out of71 teams. 

Members of the paintball team include: 

• Cameron Culver - Allen 
• Chase Reeves - Grandview 
• Brandon Griffin - Grandview 
• Boback Parsaei - League City 
• Brian Honekamp- Tomball 
• Jared Sheldon- Kingwood 
• Eddie Falcon - Andrews 
• Nathan Edwards- Keller 
• Raul Mazariegos - Garland 
• Kade Thetford - Arlington 
• Clark Gulsby - Houston 
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• Hutton Evans - Big Spring 
• Travis Boltz - Sugar Land 
• Mitchell Marshall- Longyiew 
• . Allen Chambers ~ Colleyville 
• Kyle Pace- Fort Worth 
• Alan Aragon - Richardson 
• Austen Brown - Richardson 
• Justin Reese - Lubbock 
• Alex Yoang - Lubbock 

CONTACT: Ken Gusiot, associate director,' Parent ·and Family Relations, Texas 
Tech Univenity, (806) 742-3630, or ken.gassiot@ttu.edu 
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(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Claims Three Chess Titles at Intercollegiate Championship 

The Texas Tech University Knight Raiders A team tied for second place in Division 1 
competition at the 2009 Pan-American Intercollegiate Team Chess Championship held 
Dec. 27-30 on South Padre Island. 

The finish qualified Texas Tech for a berth at the President's Cup- college chess' version 
of a final four championship- slated for March to detennine the U.S. college chess team 
champion. 

Knight Raiders B team captured the Division 4 title while the Lady Knight Raiders 
captured second place in Division 4, finishing a half point behind the B team. 

Paul Truong, director of marketing for the Susan Polgar Institute for Chess Excellence 
(SPICE), noted that the A team achieved its success without the two reserve players 
allowed in tournament play due to limited scholarship availability. 

"That would be like a basketball team playing with only five players during March 
Madness," he said. "We had no flexibility in our lineup, but in spite of the big handicap, 
our players gave everything they had and they achieved the impossible." 

The Knight Raiders became the first team to make the Division 1 President's Cup in its 
first attempt, and SPICE Director Susan Polgar became the first woman to coach a men's 
team into the fmal four competition, Truong said. 

The Knight Raiders B team defeated Yale University's B team, University of Texas at 
Brownsville's C team, and Rider University. 

The Knight Raiders A team finished behind the University of Maryland Baltimore County 
and tied with the University of Texas at Dallas. It defeated Florida Atlantic University, 
Princeton, the University of Texas at Austin and Stanford University. 

The Lady Knight Raiders defeated teams from the University of Utah and Lone Star 
College and tied Yale University's A team. 
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Team members Davorin Kuljasevic and Gergely Antal also won individual titles, tying for 
having the most points on their boards, while Gabor Papp finished second behind them. 

CONTACT: Paul Truong, director of marketing, SPICE, Texas Tech University, 
(806) 742-7742, or paul.truong@ttu.edu 



~ TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: J~. 7, 2010 
CONTACT: Chris Cook, chris.cook@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

NCAA Accepts Texas Tech's SeH-Imposed Penalties for Text Messaging Violations 

Texas Tech University's self-imposed sanctions following the institution's discovery of 
text messaging violations within the athletics program have been accepted by the NCAA 
Division I Committee on Infractions. The text messaging to prospects occurred in the 
sports of football, softball, and men's golf from August 2007- February 2009. The 
violations were detected internally by the Athletic Department's compliance office. 

Texas Tech NCAA Faculty Athletic Representative and Law School professor Brian 
Shannon submitted the findings of an internal investigation to the NCAA in July 2009, 
and the University and the NCAA Enforcement Staff submitted a joint summary 
disposition report to the Infractions Committee in September of this year. 

"We conducted a thorough internal investigation and self-reported the issues to the 
NCAA and the Big 12 Conference," Shannon said. "Additionally, we self-imposed 
significant penalties on the programs involved even prior to the submission of our self
report to the NCAA, and the vast majority of those penalties have been completed. We 
also cooperated fully with the NCAA and are pleased the NCAA determined that there 
was no lack of institutional control on the part of Texas Tech, nor any failure to properly 
monitor compliance with the rules by our compliance program." 

In addition to penalties already served, the NCAA placed the university on two years 
probation and instituted additional reporting procedures during that period. The 
probationary period is standard for any major violation. Most of the coaches involved are 
no longer on the staff. The self-imposed penalties related to restrictions on recruiting in 
the three sports and included scholarship reductions. 

"I think we have a very good group of coaches who are committed to following the 
rules," said Gerald Myers, Texas Tech director of athletics. "Obviously, some of our 
coaches and former coaches made mistakes, but we have a strong monitoring system in 
place and coaches who believe in doing the right thing. Our coaches do a great job of 
emphasizing the importance of NCAA compliance with their assistants and student
athletes." 

Texas Tech President Guy Bailey commended the athletics compliance office on their 
efforts to detect the violations. 
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"I want to credit the compliance office in athletics for recognizing these issues and 
bringing them to our attention," Bailey said. "Their job is to ensure we maintain a healthy 
observance of the NCAA rules and provide our coaches and student-athletes an educated 
environment in which to work. Although we regret that these violations relating to the 
text messaging rule occurred, we have an unwavering commitment to rules compliance. I 
personally take this matter very seriously, and directed that a full investigation take place 
and appropriate sanctions be levied." 
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CONTACT: Brian Shannon, Faculty Athletic Representative, School of Law, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 742-3990 ext. 259 or (806) 224-3685 or brian.shannon@ttu.edu. 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 11, 2010 
CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, leslie.cranford@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Law School Hosts Conference on Water Law and Policy 

Texas Tech University School of Law is hosting a conference on National Water Policy 
and the Future of Texas Water: A Local and National Debate from 1-5:30 p.m. Jan. 29 in 
the Donald Hunt Court Room in the Lanier Professional Development Center at the law 
school. 

Conference participants will discuss the current water conditions in Texas and explore 
current and future federal roles in water law, policy and management. Two panels of 
experts and government representatives will discuss Texas water supplies and 
management and the merits of a national water policy and its implications for Texas. 

"Water management and allocation decisions have historically been left to the states," 
said Gabriel Eckstein, law professor, director of the Texas Tech Center for Water Law & 
Policy, and George W. McCleskey Chair in Water Law. "In recent years, however, 
discussions in Congress and among pundits and academics have raised the possibility of 
developing a nationally-applicable water policy. Although such a policy has yet to be 
formally proposed, positions are being formulated and lines drawn in the proverbial 
sand." 

Speakers include Sen. Robert Duncan; Billy Finn, chief, Water Accounting Division, 
U.S. International Boundary and Water Commission; Ronald Kaiser, professor and chair 
of the Texas A&M University Water Program; Bill Mullican, former Texas Water 
Development Board deputy administrator; Ken Rainwater, director, Water Resources 
Center, Texas Tech University; Jim Thebaut, writer and director of the documentary "The 
American Southwest: Are We Running Dry?"; Valentina Valenta, legislative director for 
U.S. Congressman John Linder; and J. Kevin Ward, executive director of the Texas 
Water Development Board. 

Pending approval, the conference will provide an estimated three hours of continuing 
legal education units. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
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CONTACT: Peter Hall, Texas Tech University School of Law, (806) 742-3990 ext. 
256, or peter.hall@ttu.edu. · 
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~~ TEXAS 1ECH UNIVERSI'IY 

Advisory 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 11,2010 
CONTACT: John Davis,john.w.davis@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

Texas Tech Historian Honored With Symposium 

Rainger Symposium in Honor of Ronald Rainger 

9:30a.m. Monday (Jan. 11) 

Escondido Theatre of the Student Union Building, 15th Street and Akron 
Ave. 

A group of internationally renowned historians of science and technology 
will be convening at Texas Tech to honor Ronald Rainger, a professor in 
the Department of History. Rainger has taught at Texas Tech since 1984 
and has had a major influence on the work of historians of biology and 
oceanography, the history of education of evolution and the history of the 
nuclear age. He has won numerous teaching awards, including the 
President's Excellence in Teaching Award. 

He served as program director for the Science and Technology Studies 
Program at the National Science Foundation in Virginia from 2004-2006. 

For more information on speakers and times at the event, visit 
http://www .depts.ttu.edu/historydepartment/RaingerSymposium.htm 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

•CONTACf: Aliza ·wong, director of European studies, Department of History, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-1004 ext. 227, or aliza.wong@ttu.edu. 
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* TEXAS TECH UNIVERSI1Y. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 12, 2010 
CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, leslie.cranford@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech and NNSA Join Forces in Renewable Energy Research 

Texas Tech University and the National Nuclear Security Administration's Pantex Site 
Office announced today (Jan. 12) the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) that could result in the creation of a research wind farm on NNSA' s Pantex site 
and the production of wind-generated electricity that could be used to operate the Pantex 
Plant. 

The MOU also contemplates an effort by Texas Tech to explore the feasibility of 
constructing a wind science research center on neighboring Texas Tech property. As a 
first step, the MOU calls for the completion of a feasibility study for the installation of 
wind turbine generators and the construction of related infrastructure. 

"Working with Texas Tech is a wonderful opportunity for Pantex," said Steve Erhart, 
Pantex Site office manager. "Not only will it provide a unique educational opportunity 
for students, but we expect this research will provide the Pantex Plant with greater access 
to renewable energy sources. That will help to lower our operating expenses, saving tax 
dollars. It shows our commitment at Pantex and across the nuclear security enterprise to 
responsible stewardship of our environment' and effective use of taxpayer money." 

The research center envisioned in the MOU would include operational wind turbine 
arrays providing unique infrastructure and broad capabilities to support the nation's long
term renewable energy goals. The installations also will provide workforce development 
opportunities, as well as the potential to develop and commercialize renewable energy 
technologies that will address the key scientific challenges facing the wind power 
industry. 

"Texas Tech is a national leader in wind science and engineering and has enjoyed a 
strong partnership with Pantex and the NNSA dating back to the 1940s" said Kent Hance, 
chancellor of the Texas Tech University System. "The opportunity to work with Pantex 
to create a research wind farm is very exciting. We hope to include a large number of 
other academic, industrial and government partners in this effort to create a world-class 
research facility focused on renewable energy and education." 

The MOU will position Pantex to meet the requirements outlined by President Obama in. 
Executive Orders 13423 and 13514, which call for the increased use of energy efficiency 
and renewable energy technologies within federal agencies and their respective projects. 
It will also help implement a core Department of Energy mission to support the 
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development of a clean energy industry that will create millions of green jobs and 
promote American prosperity. 

For a copy of the MOU, go to www.pantex.com and click under "Latest News." 

Pantex Plant, located 17 miles northeast of Amarillo in Carson County, is charged with 
maintaining the safety, security and reliability of the nation's nuclear weapons stockpile. 
The facility is managed and operated by B&W Pantex for the U.S. Department of 
Energy/National Nuclear Security Administration. 

Established by Congress in 2000, NNSA is a semi-autonomous agency within the U.S. 
Department of Energy responsible for enhancing national security through the military 
application of nuclear science in the nation's national security enterprise. NNSA 
maintains and enhances the safety, security, reliability and performance of the U.S. 
nuclear weapons stockpile without nuclear testing; reduces the global danger from 
weapons of mass destruction; provides the U.S. Navy with safe and effective nuclear 
propulsion; and responds to nuclear and radiological emergencies in the U.S. and abroad. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: David L. Miller, vice chancellor of commercialization, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 252-5578 or david.l.miller@ttu.edu. 



~ TEXAS TECH UNIVERSI'IY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 12, 2010 
CONTACT: Cory Chandler, cory.chandler@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Professor Named Council on Family Relations Fellow 

The National Council on Family Relations (NCFR) awarded Texas Tech University 
Professor Judith Fischer the designation ofNCFR Fellow. 

Fischer, professor of Human Development and Family Studies, was nominated by peers 
and selected for her history of outstanding contributions to the field of family studies. 

"Receiving this fellowship reminds me of all the colleagues and students and former 
students I've had the privilege to work with," Fischer said. "We have all worked very hard 
on our research and their efforts have helped to make this honor possible. I'm grateful 
to the fellows who voted to admit me to their ranks." 

Areas considered included her published scholarship, innovative and influential teaching 
presentations, development and implementation of significant intervention of programs 
promoting healthy family relations, development and implementation of curricular for 
training professionals in family studies, social policy support for family issues and a 
consistent record of superior contributions to NCFR over time. 

The 2009 Fellows Committee met at the NCFR Annual Conference in San Francisco. 

Fischer received her bachelor's and master's degrees from the University of Denver and 
her doctorate. from the University of Colorado. In addition to her time at Texas Tech, she 
has taught at Metropolitan State College, Purdue University and Penn State. 

In 2007, she was awarded the President's Academic Achievement Award at Texas Tech. 

Fischer boasts an extensive record of research on alcoholism and families. She has been 
awarded several federally funded grants on the topics of family health. 

According to one of her nominators, Fischer's recent book, "Familial Responses to 
Alcohol Problems" (with co-editors Mulsow and Korinek; Taylor & Francis Publishers, 
2007) "stands to provide a solid foundation for decades of her work to future scholars, 
demonstrating her stature in the field. It would not be an overstatement to say that she has 
helped to ' discover' relationships and families in the over-medicalized field of alcohol 
research and treatment. She c0ntinues to be a very active voice in the field, helping to 
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conceptualize alcohol problems in ways that have clear and practical implications for 
prevention and treatment." 

She has served on seven different editorial boards, including the Journal of Marriage and 
Family and Family Relations. In addition, she has served on the nominating committees 
for NCFR and for the Family Action section. She has also served in leadership roles in the 
Research and Theory Section and in the affiliate council, Texas Council on Family 
Relations. 

CONTACT: Judith Fischer, professor, College of Human Sciences, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-3000, or judith.fischer@ttu.edu 



TEXAS TECH UNIVERSI'IY' 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 12. 2010 
CONTACT: Sally Logue Post, sally.post@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

TTU President Response to Mike Leach's Latest Petition 

In the latest petition filed by Mike Leach's legal counsel, statements attributed to me are 
patently false. It appears to me this latest filing is nothing more than a desperate attempt 
to deflect the focus from Mike Leach's irresponsible treatment of an injured student 
athlete and Leach's insubordination. 

Guy Bailey 
Texas Tech President 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 12, 2010 
CONTACT: Sally Logue Post, sally.post@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Chancellor's Response to Mike Leach's Latest Petition 

Mike Leach's latest petition contains a nwnber of false statements. I want to make 
something clear. I do not have and never have had a business relationship with Craig 
James. 

Kent Hance 
Texas Tech Chancellor 
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TEXAS TECH UNIVERSI1Y 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 13, 2010 

News Release 

CONTACT: Emma Carrasco, emma.carrasco@ttu.edu 
(806) 742-7202 ext. 251 

Texas Tech's Osher Lifelong Learning Institute Launches Spring Classes 

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Texas Tech University begins the spring 
semester in January with a line-up of innovative courses, events and activities. 

Class offerings include Economics, Wine 101, Archaeology, Shakespeare, Mystery 
Writings, Master's Touch Gardening, eBay, Best of European Cinema, American 
Presidents and several computer program courses including Facebook, Twitter and 
Photoshop. 

Special events range from Lunch and Learning to Hidden Lubbock field trips, discussion 
groups and a reader's circle. 

"We invite older adults from Lubbock and surrounding communities to join OLLI," said 
Emma Carrasco, coordinator of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. "Our main 
philosophy is to celebrate learning·in a relaxed, intellectually stimulating and accepting 
environment. Our instructors are primarily retired or current faculty from Texas Tech or 
from other qualified professions who enjoy sharing their knowledge and skills with 
others." 

Classes have varying deadlines, beginning Jan. 18 for the Best of European Cinema class. 
For more information, or to request a catalog, visit www.olli.ttu.edu, or call Carrasco at 
(806) 742-7202 ext. 251. 

OLLI is a self-funded, membership organization endowed by the Bernard Osher 
Foundation. It offers intellectual stimulation and civic engagement through non-credit 
classes designed for individuals age 50+. Interested individuals may become an OLLI 
member for $35 and enjoy various benefits such as discounted registration fees on OLLI 
programs as well as other Texas Tech activities and events. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
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(I) TEXAS TECH UNIVERSI1Y SYSTEM" 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 13,2010 

News Release 

CONTACT: Russ Bookbinder, russ.bookbinder@@ttu.edu 
(806) 742-0012 

Texas Tech Chancellor Wins State Leadership Award 

[EDITOR'S NOTE: For an interview with Chancellor Hance, please contact Russ 
Bookbinder, vice chancellor for communications and marketing, at (806) 742-0012.] 

Kent Hance, chancellor of the Texas Tech University System, is the 2009-2010 winner of 
the Outstanding Texas State Leader Award from the John Ben Shepperd Public 
Leadership Institute. 

The award will be presented at 1:30 p.m. Saturday (Jan. 16) on the floor of the Texas 
House of Representatives as the culminating event ofthe 25th anniversary of the Texas 
Leadership Forum. 

"I am honored and most grateful to receive this award," Hance said. "I appreciate the time 
and effort put forth by those who participated in the selection process. My life and my 
passion have been devoted to serving the people of Texas. I love and will always love 
Texas." 

Hance was nominated not only for his work as chancellor, but also for his previous service 
as a Texas Senator, U.S. Congressman and Texas Railroad Commissioner. 

"Chancellor Kent Hance was chosen by a statewide panel of judges to receive the 
Shepperd Institute's prestigious Outstanding Texas Leader Award," said Robert Burns, 
director of the Shepperd Public Leadership Institute. "This coveted award not only honors 
those currently serving the state, but also it is designed to inspire other Texans to follow 
the exceptional public service example of the recipient. The chancellor has a remarkable 
record of achievement as a strong and effective Texas leader. He has shown 
extraordinary skill and tenacity in business, government, education and law. The Shepperd 
Institute is very proud to bestow it highest honor on Kent Hance, chancellor of Texas 
Tech." 

The John Ben Shepperd Public Leadership Institute was founded to provide Texans an 
education about leadership, ethics and public service. The institute's goal is to develop a 
well-rounded leadership program to improve Texans' personal leadership skills, develop 
their sense of community responsibility, and educate them on the importance of ethics and 
public service. 
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The judging panel for the Outstanding Texas Leader Award selects a winner based on 
proven leadership, exhibition of character and demonstration of high ethical standards. 
Consideration is also given to the scope and significance of the award winner' s 
accomplishments as a volunteer, elected official, educator, philanthropist, business or 
religious leader in community or state affairs. 

Former winners include former Lt. Governors Bob Bullock and Bill Hobby, Gov. Rick 
Perry, and former Gov. Preston Smith. 

The Outstanding Texas Leader Award was created to honor former Texas Attorney 
General John Ben Shepperd' s belief that it is the duty of every Texan to contribute to his 
or her community and state. The award is presented each year at the Texas Leadership 
Forum, the flagship event of the John Ben Shepperd Public Leadership Institute. 
For more information about the award ceremony, the institute or to reserve tickets, contact 
the John Ben Shepperd Public Leadership Institute at (432) 552-2850 or on the Web at 
www.theinstitute.us.com 
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CONTACT: Russ Bookbinder, vice chancellor for communications and marketing, Texas 
Tech University System, (806) 742-0012. 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 15, 2010 
CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, leslie.cranford@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Selects Congressional Interns 

Texas Tech University has named 14 students to serve as congressional interns during 
the Spring 2010 semester. 

The Office of the President at Texas Tech sponsors and provides the scholarships for 
the internship program. As participants in the program, students observe how the 
government functions while working for senators and representatives. Students are 
selected through an interview process to complete an internship in the nation's capital 
in the fall or spring. 

"The Texas Tech Government and Public Service Internship Program has a great 
reputation in D.C. ," said Guy Bailey, president of Texas Tech. "We really appreciate our 
legislators for providing this opportunity for our students and allowing them to 
participate in this unique experience. In many cases, our program has been a life
changing experience for these students." 

The new interns include: 
• Juliet Azarani, a senior political science major from Lake Dallas, working in the office 
of U.S. Sen. John Cornyn of San Antonio. 
• Noel Bryant, a senior political science major from Katy, working in the office of U.S. 
Rep. Joe Barton of Arlington. 
• Lori Cortez, a junior marketing and advertising major from San Antonio, working in 
the office ofU.S. Rep. Charles Gonzalez of San Antonio. 
• James Danford, a junior political science major from Fort Worth, working in the office 
of U.S. Rep. Lamar Smith of San Antonio. 
• Ross Gage, a junior political science, communication and public affairs major from 
Stephenville, working in the office of U.S. Rep. John Carter of Round Rock. 
• Annalyse Gierschick, a junior general business major from McKinney, working in the 
office of U.S. Rep. Ciro Rodriguez of San Antonio. 

• Kathryn Harris, a senior multidisciplinary studies major from Dallas, working in the 
office of U.S. Rep. Michael Burgess of Denton. 
• Matthew Kidd, a junior economics major from Kingwood, working in the office of U.S. 
Rep. Kay Granger of Fort Worth. 
• Alexa Macdonell, a junior finance and economics major from Sugar Land, working in 
the office of U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison of Dallas. 

-more-
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• Abby Satterfield, a senior history major from Arlington, working in the office of U.S. 
Rep. Henry Cuellar of Laredo. 
• Angela Sims, a junior public relations major from Hale Center, working in the office of 
U.S. Rep. Randy Neugebauer of Lubbock. 
• Emily Stalder, a junior political science major from Austin, working in the office of 
U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett of Austin. 
• John Jett Thompson, a senior global affairs major from Dallas, working in the office of 
U.S. Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee of Houston. 
• Lauren Williamson, a junior accounting major from Coppell, working in the office of 
U.S. Rep. Sam Johnson of Dallas. 

More information about Texas Tech's internship program is available at 
http:/ /www.congressionalintem. ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Missi Currier, program coordinator, Office of the President, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 742-2121, or missi.currier@ttu.edu. 



* TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY' 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 19, 2010 
CONTACT: Cory Chandler, cory.chandler@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Statement from Texas Tech on CSB Investigation into Chemistry Building Accident 

The U.S. Chemical Safety Board (CSB) announced Tuesday (Jan. 19) that it will 
investigate the causes of a Jan. 7 explosion that injured a graduate student at Texas Tech 
University. 

Texas Tech Vice President of Research Taylor Eighmy said, "We appreciate the 
opportunity to collaborate with the U.S. Chemical Safety Board on the investigation of this 
incident. We look forward to completing our own internal investigation, and are grateful to 
the local authorities who have supported our response. 

"Our thoughts go out to the victim and his family, and we wish him a speedy recovery. 
However, because of Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act requirements and the 
nature of this ongoing investigation, we are not able to release any further information at 
this time. 

"Texas Tech is committed to safe practices and procedures. We have an excellent program 
in place, yet we believe this incident affords us an opportunity to proactively look at our 
safety program and certainly any additional insights we can glean from CSB will benefit 
us." 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Law School Earns State Recognition for Charitable Event 

Lubbock Rotary, following a model established by the San Benito Rotary Club, this year 
sponsored their first "Adoption Fair". Essentially, Rotary finds and funds a place where rides, 
games and food can be provided in a safe atmosphere, and Child Protective Services brings both 
foster kids and prospective adoptive parents to interact with those kids in a positive "kid 
friendly" environment- a very different atmosphere than the sterile environment in which 
foster kids (a generally challenging adoption category) are most often seen. The result, as San 
Benito and other Rotary Clubs that have sponsored the model have found, is about a 40% 
increase in the rate of foster child adoptions- a worthy goal if ever there was one. 

A key to creating the right atmosphere at these events is the presence of young people to 
interact with, play with, etc., the foster kids. This is where we come in, and I believe you will be 
very proud to learn that the CPS spokesperson who presented our award stated that "the 
volunteer presence of 30 personable, caring, and energetic Texas Tech School of Law students 
was by far the most important factor in the success of the Lubbock program." And the person 
most responsible for our students giving up their Sunday afternoon and volunteering for this 
important function, who also played a key role herself at the event, is Rotarian Casey Carson
our multi-talented Director of Alumni Relations and Communications. Casey was joined at the 
event by Professor Jennifer Bard, Michelle Hart, our Admin Asst in Development and Alumni 
Relations 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
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CONTACT: Peter Hall,Texas Tech University School of Law, (806) 742-3990 ext. 
256, or peter.hall@ttu.edu. 
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DATE: Jan. 20, 2010 
CONTACT: Sherrel Jones, sherrel.jones@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

Texas Tech Residence Halls Association Sponsors Event to Support Haiti Relief 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

Texas Tech CARES: Helping Haiti 

11 a.m.-1 p.m. Thursday and Friday (Jan. 21- 22) 

Free Speech Area located outside of the Student Union Building, 15th 
Street and Akron A venue. 

Texas Tech Residence Halls Association (RHA) will collect donations to 
help those suffering in Haiti. Event organizers also will hand out red, 
yellow and blue ribbons for people to wear in support of Haiti. The Texas 
Tech community is encouraged to wear red on Friday to show support for 
on-going relief efforts. 

The RHA serves as the voice for those students who live within the 
residence halls on campus. RHA provides many programs and activities to 
enhance the living environment in the residence halls and to encourage the 
exchange of ideas. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Megan Forney, student coordinator, Residence Halls Association, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2651, or megan.fomey@ttu.edu 

-30-
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CONTACT: Sally Logue Post, sally.post@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Statement on Judge's Ruling 

Today, Judge Sowder ruled against Mike Leach's petition for expedited discovery and 
expressed serious reservations on six of the plaintiff's seven claims against Texas Tech 
University. The court will allow both parties time for discovery before ruling on whether 
Leach can go forward with his breach of contract claim. Texas Tech stands on the merits 
of our decisions to suspend and dismiss Mike Leach because they were reasonable, fair 
and justified. We are pleased with the results oftoday's hearing and look forward to all of 
the facts being presented for Judge Sowder's ruling. 

The facts are clear: it was Coach Leach's poor judgment regarding the irresponsible 
treatment of a student.:..athlete with a brain concussion along with his insubordination and 
unwillingness to reasonably address the issue that led to Coach Leach' s suspension and 
termination. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 21, 2010 
CONTACT: Erin Hawes, erin.hawes@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Meat Judging Team Secures First Place Finish 

Texas Tech University's meat judging team received first place honors on Jan. 18 at the 
National Western Stock Show in Denver, Colo. The 2010 team won its first national 
contest by an impressive 56-point margin. 

The team placed first in beef judging, lamb judging and specifications and reasons, 
resulting in a total score of 4,034 points. 

"This is Texas Tech' s tenth win at the National Western," said Mark Miller, professor and 
San Antonio Livestock Show Distinguished Chair in Meat Science. "This is a talented 
team that worked hard to win its first contest and carry on the tradition of excellence." 

Texas Tech meat judging teams have won 12 of the last 13 national meat judging 
competitions, Miller explained. 

Individually, Texas Tech boasted three of the top ten individuals in the contest. Trevor 
White, a sophomore from New Home, placed fifth overall. Loni Woolley, a sophomore 
from Grandview, ranked sixth overall, and KatieRose McCullough, a sophomore from 
Castle Rock, Colo., finished tenth overall. Two Red Raiders also finished in the top ten of 
the alternate division. 

In addition to White, Woolley and McCullough, team members include: 
• Mai Lee Holmes, a sophomore from Katy 
• Jessica Kimbro, a junior from Paradise 
• Markus Miller, a sophomore from Abernathy 
• Nathan Reeves, a sophomore from League City 
• Ethan Schlegel, a sophomore from Tribune, Kan. 
• Troy Tarpley, a sophomore from Fort Stockton 

The team is coached by Miller and meat science graduate student Travis O'Quinn. 

The contest was held at JBS Swift in Greeley. Awards were presented at the National 
Western Stock Show in Denver, Colo. The National Western officially began in 1906 and 
is one of the nation's oldest and largest shows. 

Office of Communications and Marketing 

An EEO/Affirmattve Action Institution 



CONTACT: Moriah Beyers, Department of Animal and Food Sciences, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-2805 ext. 248, or moriah.beyers@ttu.edu 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan., 21, 2010 
CONTACT: Megan Robare, lee.robare@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

TOMS CEO to Speak on Making a Difference in Business 

Texas Tech University hosts a lecture by the founder and CEO of TOMS 
Shoes, Blake Mycoskie. 

8 p.m., Jan. 28 

Student Union Building Allen Theatre 

Tech Activities Board and the Rawls College of Business Administration 
host founder and CEO of TOMS Shoes, Blake Mycoskie who will speak 
on, "The New Rules for Tomorrow' s Business: A Student' s Guide to 
Making a Difference in the World." 

Mycoskie, an entrepreneur that has started six successful businesses from 
the ground up, will discuss the path to his own success and offer a new 
perspective on the link between business and philanthropy. 

Founded on the idea that with every pair a customer purchases, TOMS 
will give a pair of new shoes to a child in need, customers have already 
helped more than 150,000 kids around the globe. The ongoing community 
events and Shoe Drop Tours allow TOMS supporters and enthusiasts to be 
part of the One for One movement. 

Texas Tech students receive one free ticket with their student ID 
beginning Jan. 13. Tickets for faculty, staff and the general public will be 
available starting Jan. 21 at the Student Union ticket booth and are $12. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Catherine McGovern, communications coordinator, Rawls College of 
Business, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-1573, or catherine.mcgovem@ttu.edu. 

Office of Communications and Marketing 

An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 



~ TEXAS TECH UNIVERSI'IY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 21, 2010 
CONTACT: Erin Hawes, erin.hawes@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Livestock Judging Team Wins Big at National Western 

Texas Tech University's 2010 Livestock Judging Team won its first contest on Jan. 17 at 
the National Western Stock Show in Denver. The team won the contest by a 46-point 
margin, posting a total team score of 4, 770 points. 

The Red Raiders won every division- cattle, sheep and goats, swine and oral reasons. 

"I am extremely proud of the perseverance of these young men and women," said Ryan 
Rathmann, assistant professor and coach of the team. "I am looking forward to working 
hard to achieve more wins this season." 

Individually, team member Caleb Crosswhite, a junior from McKinney, achieved the rank 
of high individual overall. Josh Cribbs, a junior from Plant City, Fla., Ben Scott, a junior 
from Douglas, Ga., and Chelsea Clifton, a junior from Kingfisher, Okla., also finished in 
the top ten overall. 

In addition to Crosswhite, Cribbs, Scott and Clifton, team members include: 
• Riggin Barham, a junior from Blooming Grove 
• Brittany Boxwell, a junior from Perryton 
• Kirby Carpenter, a junior from Kiowa, Colo. 
• Collin Corbin, a junior from League City 
• Meagan lgo, a junior from Plainview 
• Tyler Maltsberger, a junior from Helotes 
• Josh McCann, a junior from Newport, Va. 
• Stormie McClurg, a sophomore from Nazareth 
• Chance Neff, a junior from San Angelo 
• Brandon Reeves, a sophomore from Mt. Solon, V a. 
• Henry Ruiz, a junior from Eagle Pass 
• Martin Shaw, a junior from Hilmar. Calif. 
• Peyton Wilde, a junior from Wall 

The team is coached by Rathmann and graduate student Bryan Bernhard. 

The National Western Stock Show officially began in 1906 and is one of the nation's 
oldest and largest shows with a prestigious history of livestock judging contests. 
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CONTACT: Moriah Beyers, Department of Animal and Food Sciences, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-2805 ext. 248, or moriah.beyers@ttu.edu 
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The Institute of Environmental and Human Health Hosts Agriculture, Food Safety 
Symposium with Society of Environmental Journalists 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

Texas Agriculture and Food Security in 2050 Panel Discussion 

5 p.m. Friday (Jan. 22) 

Hall of Nations at the International Cultural Center, 601 Indiana Ave. 

Researchers at Texas Tech University and members of the Society of 
Environmental Journalists will hold a public panel discussion on Texas 
Agriculture and Food Security in 2050. Members of the audience will be able to 
present questions to the panel. Following the panel discussion, Provost Bob 
Smith will host a reception at the International Cultural Center. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Stephanie Franco, graduate program coordinator, Department of 
Environmental Toxicology, The Institute of Environmental and Human Health, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 885-0258, or Stephanie.franco@ttu.edu. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 22, 2010 
CONTACT: Leslie Cranford, leslie.cranford@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Law Professor Elected to Most Prominent Legal Association 

A Texas Tech University School of Law professor has been elected into the most 
prestigious professional organization in the legal profession, the American Law Institute 
(ALI). 

Ann Graham, a law professor specializing in banking and commercial law, joins seven 
other Texas Tech law professors including Dean Walter Huffman, Marilyn Phelan, Bill 
Casto, Susan Fortney, Jennifer Bard, Brian Shannon and Bryan Camp as elected 
members of ALI. 

" It is a testimony to the strength of our law faculty that with Professor Graham' s election 
we now have eight members of this prestigious organization at Texas Tech Law," 
Huffman said. 

Graham's background in banking and commercial law includes both state and local 
government service as well as major private law firm experience. Legislative drafting and 
state and federal lobbying for financial institution issues have been a significant part of 
her legal practice. Graham served on the board of directors of the Texas Association of 
Bank Counsel and as general counsel to the Texas Banking Department and Regional 
Counsel for FDIC. 

Graham' s teaching experience includes the University of Texas School of Law, St. 
Edward' s University' s M.B.A. program, the M.B.A. program administered j ointly by 
Sul Ross State University and La Universidad Autonomo de Chihuahua in Chihuahua, 
Mexico, and at International Black Sea University, Tblisi, Georgia. 

As a trained mediator, Graham served as president of the board of directors for the 
Travis County Dispute Resolution Center. 

The elite membership of ALI is selected from judges, lawyers and law teachers in the 
United States and many foreign countries on the basis of professional achievement and 
demonstrated interest in improving the law. ALI membership is limited to 3,000- or just 
three-tenths of a percent of the more than 1.1 million lawyers in practice in the United 
States -making election to membership a distinct professional honor. 

ALI was founded in 1923 by·a group of prominent American judges, lawyers, and law 
teachers to address the uncertainty and complexity of early 20th -century American Law. 
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Since that time ALI has devoted itself to improving the law and the administration of 
justice in a scholarly and scientific manner. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Casey Carson, director of alumni relations, Texas Tech School of Law, 
(806) 742-3990 ext. 315, or casey.carson@ttu.edu. 
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DATE: Jan. 22, 2010 
CONTACT: John Davis,john.w.davis@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Sociologist's New Book Uncovers Nationwide Problem with How 
Homelessness is Handled 

Four years ago, a Texas Tech University sociologist took a different tack by studying 
homeless people who preferred living on the streets to shelters. 

When he asked why many stayed away from shelters, what he found uncovered one of 
the biggest problems with how social assistance programs deal with the problem across 
the country. 

Jason Wasserman, an assistant professor of sociology in the Department of Sociology, 
Anthropology and Social Work, chronicled the four-year research project in a new book, 
"At Home on the Street: People, Poverty and a Hidden Culture ofHomelessness." The 
book was co-authored by Jeffrey Michael Clair, an associate professor of sociology in the 
Department of Sociology and Social Work at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. 

The biggest reason why many homeless people shied away from shelter services was 
because submitting to a drug-treatment program was a prerequisite for admission. The 
vast majority of the street homeless population interviewed by Wasserman and Clair said 
they didn't have a drug problem and wouldn't say they did just to access the shelter. 

The other reason many refused shelter assistance is because they felt like shelter workers 
treated them more like children than adults, he said. 

"The book essentially covers questions including who are the homeless, how do they 
build their communities, what is their life like on a day-to-day basis, and why do they 
resist services available to them," he said. "One of our key questions was why would 
someone choose to stay on the streets rather than a shelter. And we found some very 
lucid reasons as to why they stayed away." 

Wasserman and Clair accessed the homeless population living on the streets, rail yards 
and urban camps of Birmingham, Ala., Rather than the standard clipboard-and
questionnaire approach used in many homeless studies, the two stayed overnight with 
some groups and infiltrated the complex rules and regulations of the city' s homeless 
communities. 
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"Originally, we thought that the problem with homeless services was that they were not 
funded enough," he said. "We became more critical of the services once we started 
looking into them. It seemed the shelters dealt with addiction and mental illness almost 
exclusively. That' s great if that's your problem, but alienating if it' s not. One thing nearly 
all homeless people do want is jobs. They don't want treatment or even meals. But they 
will work, and they will push and shove to get a job. 

"Overall, we found the shelters followed a medical model of homelessness, where 
treatment is required to access services. This puts a band-aid on just a few of the 
individual symptoms associated with homelessness rather than being attentive to the way 
society contributes to the problem. In that way, social programs sometimes can make the 
problem worse." 

Wasserman's work spurred a documentary film, which will soon be accessible at 
www.americanrefugeesfilm.com. For a copy of the book for review, contact Lynne 
Rienner Publishers at www.rienner.com. 

CONTACT: Jason Wasserman, assistant professor, Department of Sociology, 
Anthropology and Social Work, Texas Tech University, (205) 937-1605, or 
jason. wasserman@ttu.edu. 
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CONTACT: Cory Chandler, cory.chandler@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Networking Formula Could Predict Research Success 
Policymakers Can Boost Publications Rates, Faculty Collaboration with Same Funding 

A Texas Tech University economist has found that a fairly simple networking formula 
could increase the odds that policymakers will fund dynamic and productive research 
partnerships. 

Using information such as how well researchers work with their peers, even nontechnical 
experts can get an approximation of how many published articles and collaborations a 
research project is likely to produce, said Miaomiao Wang, a research assistant in the 
Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics. 

Wang's theory works from the small-world networking model- the concept that everyone 
is just a few friends away from knowing everyone in the world. 

Imagine a game of Six Degrees of Kevin Bacon that encompasses research institutions 
across the globe. And instead of linking movie stars, players instead plug researchers into 
projects. 

Wang wanted to see if she could increase the likelihood that research collaborations would 
be productive and successful if they were funded based on how effectively the scientists 
could tap into their vast networks of peers to share information. 

"It's like spreading a disease," Wang said. "Instead of trying to prevent the spread of the 
disease, we're trying to spread the infection as efficiently as possible." 

Wang surveyed the most highly published scientists in ·a specific field ofbioenergy 
research and combed through ten years of published articles, extracting information on 
coauthors, funding levels and the number of collaborators recruited into a project. 

She then mapped out the relationships between coauthors using a weighted formula that 
considered how closely associated the researchers were before the project began and how 
many additional researchers they managed to recruit. 
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She found that adhering to a policy that provides funding to the most efficient 
collaborators could increase publication rates by 11 percent and faculty recruitment by 25 
percent with only a 3 percent difference in funding. 

Wang also discovered that lifting restrictions that inhibit comingling between U.S. 
agencies and their European Union counterparts would increase publication and 
recruitment rates and strengthen research networks. 

CONTACT: Miaomiao Wang, research assistant, Department of Agricultural and 
Applied Economics, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2821, or 
miaomiao. wang@ttu.edu 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Presidential Lecture & Performance Series Spring Season 
Opens with Best-Selling Author Florida 

The Texas Tech Presidential Lecture & Performance series premiers its spring season 
with best-selling author Richard Florida. 

His speech will focus on economic prosperity through support of arts and culture, said 
Texas Tech President Guy Bailey. The event will begin at 7 p.m. Feb. 5 at the Student 
Union Building Allen Theatre. 

"Because of the breadth of his knowledge and research, Dr. Florida brings a global view 
to why people live where they do, what is important to them, how a city retains its 
citizens and how a city prospers," Bailey said. "His talk on campus will focus on 
economic prosperity through support of arts and culture by the creative class, whether 
students, artists, scientists or researchers." 

Some ofFlorida's achievements include writing numerous articles for The New York 
Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Boston Globe, Harvard Business Review and 
Financial Times. His new book, "Who's Your City?" has been called a national 
bestseller, an international bestseller and Amazon Book of the Month. 

Recently named one of the "best and brightest" by Esquire Magazine, Florida is a 
national and international best-selling author. His book "The Rise of the Creative Class," 
has received awards including Washington Monthly's Political Book Award and was 
cited as a major breakthrough idea by Harvard Business Review. 

Florida received his doctorate from Columbia University and held professorships at 
Carnegie Mellon University, Harvard and Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Other spring events in the series include Pilobolus Dance Theatre, an exploration of 
creative collaboration in the form of dance, 8 p.m. March 2 at the Allen Theatre. 

The Santa Fe Opera Spring Tour, a project of The Santa Fe Opera's Education and 
Community Programs Department, will commence at 2 p.m. April 18 at the Lubbock 
Memorial Civic Center Theatre, as an added event to the Lubbock Arts Festival. 
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Tickets for Richard Florida and Pilobolus Dance Theatre are on sale for $12 at Select-A
Seat locations or online at www.selectaseatlubbock.com. Texas Tech Students are 
allowed one free ticket from the Student Union ticket booth with a valid student ID. 
Admission for Santa Fe Opera Spring Tour is free. For more information, visit 
www. presidentialseries. ttu.edu 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Jo Moore, administrator, Presidential Lecture & Performance Series, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-0700, or jo.moore@ttu.edu 



TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY" 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Jan. 26, 2010 
CONTACT: John Davis,john.w.davis@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

Texas Tech Museum's Senior Curator Named Interim Director 

Officials at Texas Tech University recently announced that Eileen Johnson will serve as 
interim director of the Museum of Texas Tech University. 

Texas Tech Provost Bob Smith said Johnson would effectively and enthusiastically lead 
in making the museum ready for the transition to a new director in a few months. 

"With her tremendous background, I know Dr. Johnson will give inspiration and 
guidance to the museum," Smith said. "She will help us continue to move forward." 

Johnson is senior curator at the museum and a Hom Professor in Museum Science. She 
serves as director of the Lubbock Lake Landmark. 

As interim director of the museum, her duties will include general oversight of the 
museum's educational, scientific, cultural and research functions as well as its 
administrative operations and budget. 

Also, she will serve as the museum' s chief liaison to the Office of the Provost and to the 
Museum Association. 

"As interim director, my major priorities will include providing a nurturing environment, 
enhancing the museum' s growth in its collections activities, public and academic 
programs as well as building a pathway for the new director," she said. "I am committed 
to proactively engaging the museum with the Texas Tech academic community and with 
the broader Lubbock community and constituents across the South Plains." 

Johnson also aims to foster and enri'ch the museum' s national and international scope. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Texas Tech Center in Junction is to host Texas Water Conversation Symposium 

Prominent Texas Tech professor Katharine Hayhoe is to serve on a panel for Texas Water 
Symposium, titled "Climate Change and Impacts on Floods, Weather and Drought in 
Texas: What Controversy?" 

As lead author on the federal report "Global Climate Change Impacts the United States," 
Hayhoe will serve on a panel with Robert E. Mace, deputy executive administrator at the 
Texas Water Development Board, and Todd Votteler, executive director emeritus of the 
Guadalupe-Blanco River Trust. 

The Texas Water Symposium aims to illustrate the complexity and challenges facing 
Texas water supply over this century, Hayhoe said. 

"Water is one of our most precious resources," she said. "Here in Texas, our water is 
already under stress from too many people competing for too little supply. In the future, 
rising temperatures and shifting rainfall patterns from climate change are likely to 
exacerbate many of the stresses we are already concerned about. We need to do 
everything we can to preserve this valuable resource for future generations." 

The event will begin 7 p.m. Jan. 28 at the Llano River Station. It is open to the public, 
and will be taped and aired on Texas Public Radio. For more information, visit 
www.schreiner.edu/water 

The series is a joint project by Texas Tech, Schreiner University, Hill Country Alliance, 
University at Fredericksburg and Texas Public Radio. 

Find Texas Tech news, experts and story ideas at www.media.ttu.edu. 

CONTACT: Katharine Hayhoe, associate professor, Department of Geosciences, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 392-1900, or katharine.hayhoe@ttu.edu. 
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News Release 

Exhibition Demonstrating Land Art of the Southwest Set to Open 

Texas Tech University College of Architecture and the Louise Hopkins Underwood Center 
for the Arts (LHUCA) announce the Land Arts 2009 Exhibition. 

An opening reception will take place from 6-9 p.m. Feb. 12 at the new LHUCA 
Warehouses at 1001 Mac Davis Lane, Lubbock, Texas. 

The exhibition culminates the semester-long interdisciplinary field program Land Arts of 
the American West at Texas Tech in the College of Architecture. 

Students traveled 7,000 miles visiting locations across the Southwest over a two-month 
period as they explored the forces both natural and manmade that shape our contemporary 
landscapes. These forces include everything from cigarette butts to hydroelectric dams. 

The project seeks to expand the definition of Land Art- a land-based art movement also 
known as Earthworks launched in the 60s in which artists design works that interact with 
specific landscapes. 

Chris Taylor, director of Land Arts of the American West at Texas Tech, led the project. 

The 2009 field season marks the beginning of a new phase for Land Arts of the American 
West, which was founded at the University of New Mexico in 2000 by Bill Gilbert. Taylor 
co-directed the program from 2001 until establishing it at Texas Tech when he moved 
from the University of Texas at Austin in 2008. 

The history of this collaboration to develop the program is documented in "Land Arts of 
the American West," published in 2009 by the University of Texas Press. Land Arts of the 
American West now operates autonomously at both the University of New Mexico and 
Texas Tech. 

The Land Arts 2009 Exhibition will continue through March 7, and features the work of . 
Adrianna Alter, Sean Cox, Jason Fancher, Meredith James, Adrian Larriva, Kyle 
Robertson, Jose Villanueva and Stephen Wollkind. 

A closing reception from 6-9 p.m. on March 5 will coincide with the First Friday Art Trail. 
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The exhibition will be open for viewing by appointment and at hours posted 
http://landarts.org 

CONTACT: Chris Taylor, director, Land Arts of the American West, College of 
Architecture, Texas Tech University, (806) 392-6147, or c_taylor@landarts.org 
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