
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
AUGUST 

Date News Release Writer 

08/02/06 Texas Tech Researchers Find Elevated Arsenic and Lead Levels in John Davis 
New Orleans 

08/02/06 Texas Tech Earns $1.9 Million in Research Funding John Davis 
08/02/06 Back to School Fiesta Set At Texas Tech University- Event Advisory Sally Logue Post 

08/03/06 Cotton Spot Markets Report Released Cory Chandler 

08/04/06 The Irish Tenors to Appear on KTXT-TV Scott Slemmons 
08/04/06 Registration Open for Energy Summit Cory Chandler 

08/07/06 Clarification on Appearance of The Irish Tenors on KTXT-TV Sally Logue Post 

08/08/06 New Character Appears on New Season of Sesame Street on KTXT-TV Scott Slemmons 
08/08/06 Texas Tech University to Honor Graduates Scott Slemmons 

08/09/06 Texas Tech Rawls Course Hosts Learn to Golf Event- Event Advisory Sally Logue Post 

08/14/06 Chief Judge William P. Greene Jr. to Speak to First-Year Law Students Michael Castellon 
Event Advisory 

08/15/06 Chief Judge William P. Greene Jr. Addresses First-Year Texas Tech Law Michael Castellon 
Students 

08/17/06 Scientists Establish Reference Method for Cotton Maturity Norman Martin 

08/18/06 Chemistry_ Professor Earns $1.54 Million Grant From National Institute of John Davis 
Health for Protein Separation Device 

08/18/06 Industry Converges on Lubbock for Cotton School Cory Chandler 
08/18/06 Child Development Center Opens Doors to First Students - Event Advisory_ Co_ry Chandler 
08/18/06 Scientists Establish Reference Method for Cotton Maturity Norman Martin 

08/24/06 Students Build Sense of Community By Helping Community - Event Advisory Cory Chandler 

08/25/06 Summit Discusses Future of Energy Industry - Event Advisory Cory Chandler 
08/25/06 School of Music Holds First Ca_prock Celtic Fall Fest and Harvest Dance John Davis 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
AUGUST 

Date News Release Writer 

08/25/06 College of Education Takes Over International Education Outreach Program Michael Castellon 
08/25/06 Urban Designer Available for Interviews - Event Advisory Cory Chandler 
08/25/06 Urban Development Expert Visits Lubbock Cory Chandler 

08/28/06 Experts Available as Ernesto Looms Cory Chandler 
08/28/06 Texas Tech Schedules 2006 Convocation - Event Advisory Sally Logue Post 
08/28/06 Texas Tech Researchers Make Chemical Warfare Protective John Davis 

Nanofibers Out of Deck Sealer 

08/30/06 Texas Tech Sets Caprock Celtic Festival for Fall Scott Slemmons 



~ TEXAS TEOi UNNERS.!TY" 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Aug. 2, 2006 
CONTACT: John Davis, john.w.davis@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

TEXAS TECH RESEARCHERS FIND ELEVATED ARSENIC 
AND LEAD LEVELS IN NEW ORLEANS 

LUBBOCK- Researchers at The Institute of Environmental and Human Health 
found elevated levels of arsenic and lead in New Orleans after completing their second 
study of soil and sediment left behind in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. 

The study was published in the American Chemical Society's peer-reviewed 
journal, Environmental Science & Technology. 

Texas Tech University's follow-up sampling of multiple sites in the hurricane
ravaged city found high levels of arsenic and lead. Forty of 43 arsenic samples exceeded 
EPA standards and some lead samples exceeded the EPA's safety standards by more than 
fourtimes. · 

Researchers took samples at 43 sites around the city, including the Sixth and 
Ninth Wards and areas near an industrial canal and the Superdome, said George Cobb, 
research team leader. 

"We confirmed that the majority of metals were not present at concentrations that 
suggest a widespread and immediate need for concern," Cobb said. "However, arsenic 
and lead did frequently exceed EPA's criteria for assessing human health risks. This 
poses difficult policy decisions for the regulatory community." 

The new study both confirms and expands on earlier findings. For instance, 
flooding after Hurricane Rita neither redistributed toxic metals in some areas of the city 
nor washed them away. 

As plans for rebUilding move ahead, more focused sampling should be done in at 
the neighborhood level, the study stated, to identify specific hot spots in need of capping 
or other measures to prevent dangerous exposures. 

On Dec. 14, TIEHH researchers reported unsafe levels oflead in soil and 
sediments left behind in New Orleans following Hurricane Katrina that could pose a 
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heightened health threat to returning residents. Some soil samples collected from the area 
contained lead levels as much as two-thirds higher than what the EPA considers safe. 

For more information, visit www.texastech.edu/neworleanspollution/index
new.php. 
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CONTACT: George Cobb, professor of environmental toxicology at TIEHH, (806) 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Aug. 2, 2006 
CONTACT: John Davis,john.w.davis@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

TEXAS TECH EARNS $1.9 MILLION IN RESEARCH FUNDING 

LUBBOCK- The Admiral Elmo R. Zwnwalt Jr. National Program for 
Countermeasures to Biological and Chemical Threats at The Institute of Environmental 
and Hwnan Health signed off on a $1 .9 million grant from the U.S. Department of 
Defense to further develop and expand countermeasures against biological and chemical 
terrorist weapons. 

Ron Kendall, director of the Texas Tech, said researchers will use the 1-year grant 
for continued investigation and development of new approaches for surveillance, 
detection, computer modeling and protection against biological pathogens and chemical 
weapon agents. 

Researchers also will develop biological and chemical agent sensors, personal 
protective devices, and ·create technologies to protect people and the environment in the 
wake of a biological or chemical attack. 

"The grant means substantial resources for continuing our working contribution to 
assist the military in addressing biological and chemical terrorist threats against the 
nation," Kendall said. "Any time a university signs off on a $1.9 million contract, it 
offers new research opportunities for the university, faculty and graduate students." 

Through this funding, the Zwnwalt Program continues as a leader in the national 
research consortiwn for countermeasures to biological and chemical threats. The money 
will fund 12 ongoing research projects that have already generated more than 65 peer
reviewed scientific journal articles, 480 technical reports, and multiple patents. 
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CONTACT: Dr. Ron Kendall, director, The Institute of Environmental and Human 
Health, (806) 885-0238, or ron.kendall@tiehh.ttu.edu.; or Steve Presley, research 
coordinator for the Department of Toxicology, 885-4567, or 
steve. presley@tiehh. ttu.edu. 
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Advisory 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Date: Aug. 2, 2006 
CONTACT: Sally Logue Post, sally.post@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

BACK TO SCHOOL FIESTA SET AT TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

Back to School Fiesta University Day 

10 a.m. to 1 p .m., Saturday (Aug. 5) 
Noon - special presentation to St. Sen. Robert Duncan 

Student Union Building on the Texas Tech University campus. Free 
parking is available in the lots surrounding the building. 

The Back to School Fiesta is free to the public and is designed to introduce 
families to the academic and professional opportunities available through 
higher education in general, and of attending Texas Tech University in 
particular. 

The first Robert L. Duncan Community Champion Award will be 
presented at noon to State Sen. Robert Duncan. The Texas Tech Back to 
School Fiesta Committee has established the award to honor a person in 
the Lubbock community who has demonstrated outstanding service to 
to the city and its surrounding areas, and who has further established a 
public commitment to higher education. 

The fiesta features a college and community fair, seminars for parents and 
children and bus tours of the campus. Free school supplies are available to 
students in all grades. There also ·will be food, fun and entertainment by 
Mariachi Amistad, Ballet Folklorico Nuestra Herencia, Junior Vasquez 
and Mariachi Nueva Generacon. 

CONTACT: Janie Landin Ramirez, Back to School Fiesta Committee chairwoman, 
(806) 742-1998 or (806) 632-6450. 

-30-

Office of Communications and Marketing 

An EEO/Affinnative Action Institution 



TEXAS TECH UNIVERSI'IY 

News Release 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Aug. 3, 2006 
CONTACT: Cory Chandler, cory.chandler@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

COTTON SPOT MARKETS REPORT RELEASED 

LUBBOCK - Total bales and sales of Texas and Oklahoma spot cotton markets were 
up for the 2005-06 marketing year, though prices remained below those tallied during 2003-
04, according to the Texas Tech University Cotton Economics Research Institute. 

Using the institute's Daily Price Estimation System, researchers also found that 
overall quality in spot markets improved during 2005-06 over the previous marketing year. 
The marketing year lasts from Aug. 1 to July 31. 

Their report summarizes the price, premium and discount estimates for the 2005-06 
marketing year based on spot market transactions throughout the West Texas and East 
Texas/Oklahoma regions. They found that combined total bales and total sales in the two 
regions were higher, with increased sales in the two regions. 

The average cotton spot price for the 2005-06 marketing year was 47.60 cents a 
pound, about 31 percent higher than its 2004/05 level. The total number of bales per sale rose 
from 108.47 to 127.3 bales per sale, representing the fifth crop year in a row where average 
bales-per-sale rates increased. The total volume of transactions for the 2005/06 marketing 
year amounted to 10,516, with a total of 1,338,764 bales sold. 

The Daily Price Estimation System is a computerized price analysis system that 
estimates the relationship between spot price in these two regions with nine cotton quality 
attributes as defined by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Attributes include fiber length, 
fiber strength, fiber length uniformity, leaf content and color grade. 

Research was conducted by professors Sukant Misra and Don Ethridge along with 
Mohamadou Fadiga, a post-doctoral research associate. The Plains Cotton Cooperative 
Association and DTN Cotnet cooperated in obtaining the data. 

Access the report at: http://www.aaec.ttu.edu/DPES/2006%20CROP%20REPORT<'/o20.pdf 
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News Release 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: August 4, 2006 
CONTACT: Scott Slemmons, scott.slemmons@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

THE IRISH TENORS TO APPEAR ON KTXT-TV 

LUBBOCK- The world-renowned vocal trio, the Irish Tenors, will appear on 
KTXT-TV, ChannelS, Texas Tech University's educational television station and the 
South Plains public television affiliate (PBS) for an evening of Irish music and 
fundraising August 9th at 7:00p.m. 

During the broadcast, Irish Tenors Anthony Kearns, Karl Scully and Finbar 
Wright will be in the KTXT-TV studios to assist with the station's fundraising efforts and 
to promote a concert with the Texas Tech University School of Music on December 7. 

Leading up to the broadcast, KTXT-TV will air Irish-related programming 
August 6-8. 

Since their 1999 debut on PBS, the Irish Tenors have become one of the most 
popular music acts on public television, raising millions of dollars across the country. 
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CONTACT: Michelle Dillard, manager of television programming, KTXT-TV, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-1991, ext. 228, or e-mail 
michelle.dillard@ttu.edu. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Aug. 4, 2006. 
CONTACT: Cory Chandler, cory.chandler@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

REGISTERATION OPEN FOR ENERGY SUMMIT 

LUBBOCK - Registration is open to the public for a two-day summit on energy 
sustainability, hosted by Texas Tech University's College of Engineering. 

The forum, slated for Sept. 13-14 at the International Cultural Center on the Texas 
Tech campus, will address technical and scientific challenges - and opportunities 
facing the region's energy industry. 

This collaboration will cover a swath of issues including: 

• Fossil-based fuels (oil, gas, coal) 
• Biofuels 
• Emerging energy technologies (photovoltaic, hydrogen, fuel cell) 
• Re-emerging energy technologies (electricity, nuclear, wind) 
• Policy and economic development 
• Energy and water 

Registration will be available through Sept. 13. To register, or for more 
information, visit http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/energysummit/ or contact Martha 
Carrizales at 806-742-3451. 

Contact: Sharon Smith, communications coordinator, Texas Tech University, 806-
742-3451 , ext. 267, or. sharon.smith@ttu.edu. 
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DATE: 
CONTACT: 

August 7, 2006 
Sally Logue Post, sally.post@ttu.edu 
(806) 742-2136 

Advisory 

CLARIFICATION ON APPEARANCE OF THE IRISH TENORS ON KTXT-TV 

While the world-renowned vocal trio, the Irish Tenors, will appear on KTXT-TV, 
Channel 5, Texas Tech University's educational television station and the South Plains 
public television affiliate (PBS), at 7 p.m. Wednesday, there is no concert scheduled by 
the group in December. 

During the broadcast, Irish Tenors Anthony Kearns, Karl Scully and Finbar 
Wright will be in the KTXT-TV studios to assist with the station' s fundraising efforts. 
Leading up to the broadcast, KTXT-TV will air Irish-related programming. 
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CONTACT: Michelle Dillard, manager of television programming, KTXT-TV, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742-1991, ext. 228, or e-mail 
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News Release 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: August 8, 2006 
CONTACT: Scott Slemmons, scott.slemmons@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

NEW CHARACTER APPEARS ON NEW 
SEASON OF SESAME STREET ON KTXT-TV 

LUBBOCK- KTXT-TV ChannelS will broadcast Sesame Street' s 37th 
experimental season on PBSKids beginning August 14, featuring a new character- Abby 
Caddaby. Abby is the first female Muppet introduced to Sesame Street in over 13 years. 

Abby Caddaby is a pink "fairy in-training" with the catch phrase "that's so 
magic." Viewers will watch as Abby uses rhyme and magic to express hersel£ Viewers 
will also see how Abby meets all the characters on Sesame Street and how she goes to 
school for the first time. 

Abby Caddaby will help to engage and educate children on topics they may face 
as they enter school. The upcoming season will address concepts of school readiness, 
including letters, numbers, and rhyming while also focusing on children' s cognitive and 
emotional well-being. Children will learn how to label and express their emotions, cope 
with feelings and understand and respond to other's emotions. Children also will engage 
in topics about developing task persistence, learning how to take turns, sharing and 
following directions and making new friends while interacting in groups. 

KTXT-TV ChannelS Sesame Street rates #1 in Nielson's Ladies ofthe House, 
ages 18-49 with children 3-years-old and younger for the 2005-2006 season to date. The 
program ranks among the top three preschool programs on PBS and out-rates other 
popular programs among children ages 2-5 such as Sponge Bob Squarepants, Little 
Einsteins, Higglytown Heroes, Fairly Odd Parents and Tom and Jerry. 

KTXT-TV Channel 5 broadcasts over 53 hours per week of children's 
programming to 380,000 potential viewers. Sesame Street airs Monday through Friday at 
9 a.m. on KTXT-TV Channel 5. 
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CONTACT: Natalie Sparks, unit manager, Educational Outreach and 
Instructional Television, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-2209, ore
mail natalie.sparks@ttu.edu. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Date: August 8, 2006 

News Release 

CONTACT: Scott Slemmons, scott.slemmons@ttti.edu 

[Editor's note: A student from your area is included in this release.] 

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY TO HONOR GRADUATES 

LUBBOCK - An assembly of 1,217 Texas Tech University students will receive 
diplomas during commencement ceremonies at 9 a.m., Saturday (Aug. 12) in the United 
Spirit Arena, 1701 Indiana Ave. The featured speaker at the ceremony will be Texas Tech 
Provost William M. Marcy. 

Marcy was appointed provost of Texas Tech University in July of2002 and senior 
vice president and provost in 2004. Prior to then he was dean of the College of 
Engineering at Texas Tech, starting in 1998. He served as senior associate dean of 
engineering from 1995 to 1998 and chair of the Department of Computer Science from 
1987 to 1995. 

Marcy earned his Bachelor of Science degree in electrical engineering from Texas 
Tech in 1964. His Master of Science degree from Texas Tech, received in 1966, also was 
in electrical engineering, and his doctoral degree from Texas Tech was the first 
interdisciplinary engineering degree awarded in 1972. 

The commencement ceremony will include students in the Graduate School and 
the Colleges of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Architecture, Arts and 
Sciences, the Jerry S. Rawls College of Business Administration, Education, 
Engineering, Honors, Human Sciences, Mass Communications and Visual and 
Performing Arts. 

Outstanding students will carry banners representing their respective colleges. 
Administrators selected the banner bearers based on all-around achievement. 

The banner bearers are: Jordan Michael Blount, an interdisciplinary agriculture 
major from Bells, College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources; Jed Owen 
Laver, an architecture major from Abilene, College of Architecture; Sarah Frances 
Barwinkel, a history/Spanish major from North Richland Hills, College of Arts and 
Sciences; Cindy Lychele Glasgow, a finance major from Sweetwater, the Jerry S. Rawls 
College of Business Administration; Melody Michelle Dean, a multidisciplinary studies 
major from Katy, College of Education; Felicia Faye Wyatt, an environmental 
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engineering major from Childress, College of Engineering; Bethany Elizabeth Burr, a 
history/Spanish major from Fort Worth, Honors College; Lindsey Ann Morriss, an 
interior design major from Houston, College of Human Sciences; Allison Mouser, an 
electronic media and communications major from Shallowater, College of Mass 
Communications; and Michael Benjamin Olsen, a music major from Abilene, College of 
Visual and Performing Arts. 

Selected to carry the banner for the Graduate School is Amalyssa Jean Rodriguez 
of Sugar Land, a doctor of philosophy student in clinical psychology in the College of 
Arts and Sciences. 

Also recognized during commencement exercises will be bachelor' s degree 
candidates with the highest grade-point averages in their respective colleges. In some 
cases, the honoree also is among the previously mentioned banner bearers. 

Highest ranking August graduates are: 
• Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources: Jordan Michael Blount, an 

interdisciplinary agriculture major from Bells; 
• Architecture: Jed Owen Laver, an architecture major from Abilene; 
• Arts and Sciences: Sarah Frances Barwinkel, a history/Spanish major from 

North Richland Hills; 
• Business Administration: Cindy Lychele Glasgow, a fmance major from 

Sweetwater; 
• Education: Melody Michelle Dean, a multidisciplinary studies major from 

Katy; 
• Engineering: Thomas Charles Couch, an industrial engineering major 

from Levelland; 
• Mass Communications: Allison Mouser, an electronic media and 

communications major from Shallowater; 
• Visual and Performing Arts: Michael Benjam,in Olsen, a music major from 

Abilene. 

Some Texas Tech graduates will receive their military commissions during 
commencement. Jean E. Fuselier of Richardson and Philip A. Yarborough of Cypress 
will be commissioned as second lieutenants in the U.S. Air Force, while Brian Galneau of 
Cypress and Mark Herrmann of Amarillo will receive their commissions as second 
lieutenants in the U.S. Army. 
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Advisory 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: August 9, 2006 
CONTACT: Sally Logue Post, sally.post@ttu.edu 

806-742-2136 

TEXAS TECH RAWLS COURSE HOSTS LEARN TO GOLF EVENT 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

CONTACT: 

Photo opportunity 

9 am - noon Saturday 

Texas Tech University Rawls Golf Course 

For the third year, The Rawls Course will host the Learn to Golf 
event for West Texas children who are served by the Dallas 
Scottish Rite Hospital. 

The children learn about golf etiquette, driving, chipping and 
putting from instructors trained to teach children with special 
needs. In addition, the patients will be able to learn how to use 
adapted equipment on the course. 

Kelly Hosch and Dana Delaney with the Scottish Rite Hospital will 
be available for interviews. 

Paula Garner, department manager, The Rawls Course, Texas 
Tech University, (806) 742-4653, or e-mail paula.garner@ttu.edu. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: August 14,2006 
CONTACT: Michael Castellon, michaelcastellon@gmail.com 

(806) 742-2136 

WHO: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

CHIEF JUDGE WILLIAM P. GREENE JR. 
TO SPEAK TO FIRST-YEAR LAW STUDENTS 

Chief Judge William P. Greene, Jr., U.S. Court of Appeals 
for Veterans Claims 

Tuesday, 2:15p.m. 

United Spirit Arena 
City Bank Room 

Chief Judge William P. Greene Jr., of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for Veterans Claims, will address first-year 
students of the Texas Tech University School of Law. 

He was appointed by President Bill Clinton as judge of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims in 1997. The 
court hears appeals by veterans from the Board of Veterans 
Appeals. Most cases deal with entitlement to disability or 
survivor benefits, or the amount of those benefits, and a 
few deal with education benefits, life insurance, home loan 
foreclosure, or waiver of indebtedness. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Date: Aug. 15, 2006 
CONTACT: Michael Castellon, michaelcastellon@gmail.com 

CHIEF JUDGE WILLIAM P. GREENE JR. ADDRESSES 
FIRST-YEAR TEXAS TECH LAW STUDENTS 

LUBBOCK - Chief Judge William P. Greene Jr. of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
Veterans Claims on Tuesday spoke to an audience of first-year law students at Texas 
Tech University. 

Greene' s appearance was scheduled as part of the Texas Tech School of Law's 
four-day orientation for incoming students. His speech, titled "Welcome to the Practice of 
Law," served as an introduction to the rigorous and intense three-year program of study 
that is required for students. 

''No doubt this will be the beginning of the most intellectually demanding and 
stimulating three-year period of our new students' lives," said School of Law Dean 
Walter Huffman. "It is a tremendous honor to have someone as distinguished at Chief 
Judge Greene here to help these students understand the great commitment and 
responsibility they face as future practitioners and scholars oflaw." 

Greene was appointed as chief judge by President Bill Clinton in 1997. In 1968, 
he received a Juris Doctor degree from Howard University School of Law. Following 
graduation, he was appointed a commissioned officer in the U.S. Army Judge Advocate 
General's Corps. Among his military assignments, Greene was the staff judge advocate 
(chieflegal advisor) of the 2nd Infantry Division in Korea, the staff judge advocate of the 
United States Military Academy at West Point New York, and the staff judge advocate of 
Fort Leavenworth, Kan. Greene retired as a colonel from the Army. 

The court hears appeals by veterans from the Board of Veterans Appeals. Most 
cases deal with entitlement to disability or survivor benefits, or the amount of those 
benefits, and. a few deal with education benefits, life insurance, home loan foreclosure, or 
waiver of indebtedness. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Aug. 17,2006 

News Release 

CONTACT: Norman Martin, norman.martin@ttu.edu 
(806) 742-4108 

SCIENTISTS ESTABLISH REFERENCE METHOD FOR COTTON MATURITY 

LUBBOCK- Texas Tech University researchers are pushing toward development 
of genetically improved cotton ·varieties with enhanced fiber maturity, while retaining all 
other valuable quality characteristics important for entering profitable high-end clothing 
markets. 

After measuring more than 1.6 million individual fibers the scientists established 
a reference method to determine cotton fiber maturity. This will allow the development of 
germplasm with enhanced maturity and could provide DNA markers, making 
incorporation of these genes easier Jor breeders. 

"Even though maturity isn't measured commercially today, it's one of the most 
important quality attributes," said Eric Hequet, an expert in fiber property at Texas 
Tech's International Textile Center. "It's directly related to fiber strength. Stronger fibers 
will minimize fiber damage during mechanical processing (harvesting and ginning), 
which will result in longer cottons with lower short fiber content." · 

South Plains producers face a short growing season. The traditional short-season 
varieties grown here had a shorter length, which generally limited their use to mass
market types of products such as denim. New breeds of cotton introduced recently are 
producing higher quality fibers, and higher yield, said Dean Ethridge, managing director 
ofthe International Textile Center. 

"It is a matter of meeting the market's needs," he said. "The ring-spun cotton 
yarns suitable for making fine, light-weight cotton textiles require cotton fibers that are 
long, strong and fine. However, it is a given that the cotton fibers must be adequately 
matured." · 

Hundreds of genes affect cotton maturity, and biotechnologists have spent the past 
five years pinpointing likely candidates. The process hasn' t been easy, largely due to a 
lack of standardized scientific benchmarks that reflect maturity. 

The common industry standard is micronaire, a critical cotton fiber quality that is 
harder to visualize than other properties like staple length, fiber strength or color. The 
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micronaire measurement results from a combination of both the maturity and fineness of 
cotton fibers, but it cannot separate the two properties. 

"Micronaire readings don't tell us whether the fiber is coarse and immature or 
fine and mature," Hequet said. "We want a fiber that is both fine and mature. If a fiber is 
fine, you'll be able to put many more fibers in the same yarn diameter, which means 
you'll have a stronger yarn, and ultimately a stronger garment." 

Hequet, along with colleague Noureddine Abidi, a polymer chemist, designed a 
series of laboratory tests that foc.used on the specific fiber structure attributes and 
developed a workable maturity reference method. 

Like a funnel, each tool looked at an ever smaller portion of cotton until a single 
fiber no bigger than a human hair was being evaluated using infrared microscopy and 
image analysis of cotton fiber cross-sections. They spent four years and examined 1.6 
million cotton fibers to develop the necessary methods needed to accurately determine 
maturity. 

"It's a long and complicated process," Abidi said. "But now we expect to identify. 
the most promising candidates provided by breeders and biotechnologists later this year." 

Texas, the nation's largest cotton producer, produced a record 8.2 million bales of 
the fluffy white fiber last year, which was 38 percent of the total U.S. crop. 

The International Textile Center, a department in Texas Tech's College of . 
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resourc-es, is an internationally recognized facility for 
textile research, testing and evaluation. The 110,000 square-foot facility near Lubbock 
serves a broad audience from yarn and fabric manufacturers to cotton breeders. 
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CONTACT: Eric Hequet, associate director of the International Textile Center, 
Texas Tech University, College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Aug. 18, 2006 
CONTACT: John Davis,john.w.davis@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

CHEMISTRY PROFESSOR EARNS $1.54 MILLION GRANT FROM NATIONAL 
INSTITUTES OF HEALTH FOR PROTEIN SEPARATION DEVICE 

LUBBOCK- A Texas Tech University chemistry professor received a $1.5 
million grant from the National Institutes of Health to create a machine for detecting and 
separating proteins in the body. 

Dr. Shaorong Liu, an associate professor of chemistry, said his plans for a new 
hybrid chip device for automated two-dimensional protein separation could revolutionize 
diagnostic abilities for detecting diseases. 

When it comes to detecting diseases or anything in human body, Liu said, 
proteins leave a telltale trail. But precise measurement of these proteins is challenging. 

Current methods of detecting protein levels in the body are available, he said. 
However, they are labor-intensive and cannot detect trace amounts of certain proteins. 
Also, the results ofthese tests can't be reproduced. 

"When the results are not reproducible, that is a poor analytical method," he said. 

An automated system would not only allow researchers an opportunity for 
mapping how much of a protein is present in a human body and a faster method for 
mapping, but also could make diagnoses of diseases such as cancer sooner. 

"To understand diseases, you have to accurately measure their relative protein 
concentrations," Liu said. "That is what we are trying to develop. This machine could 
accelerate the discovery of biomarkers of certain diseases and allow for an earlier 
diagnosis." · 
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INDUSTRY CONVERGES ON LUBBOCK FOR COTTON SCHOOL 

LUBBOCK - On Aug. 21st, students and cotton industry experts from four 
countries and six U.S. states will converge on Texas Tech University's International 
Textile Center as the 26th session of the Texas International Cotton School begins. 

The school is a cooperative effort between the Lubbock Cotton Exchange and the 
International Textile Center. The program comprises hands-on instruction of all phases of 
cotton production, harvesting, ginning, classing, testing, preparation and processing. 
Students also undergo in-depth training in many phases of marketing, futures, indexing 
and other sectors of the ever-changing economic climate for cotton. 

Four hundred students, managers, merchants and textile workers from 53 
countries have joined top cotton, commodity and textile experts in 25 past gatherings for 
the intensive two-week sessions of the Texas International Cotton School. 

"We believe this is a faster and more efficient model of professional education 
than other American cotton schools," said Mike Stephens, coordinator of the school. 
"Our students are able, in two short weeks, to call upon the expertise ofleaders in every 
field in relation to the raw material that is cotton in an exploding global market." 

This session, with new additions to the curriculum and an electronic option for 
instructional material, the Texas International Cotton School hopes to continue its 
tradition of innovation in professional education within the fiber industry worldwide. 

For more information, or to apply to the next session of the Texas International 
Cotton School, visit www.texasintlcottonschool.com. 
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Contact: Mike Stephens, communications coordinator, the International Textile 
Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 747-3790 x513 or Michael.l.stephens@ttu.edu. 
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER OPENS DOORS TO FIRST STUDENTS 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

Texas Tech University Child Development Research Center opening 

2:30-3 p.m. or 4:30-5 p.m. Aug. 21. Children will be available during 
activities from 2:30-3 p.m. or while their parents pick them up from 4:30-5 
p .m. 

The Child Development Research Center (15th Street and Akron Avenue). 

New paint. New carpet. And, perhaps most importantly, new toys. Eighty
eight children between the ages of six weeks and 5-years-old will do their 
best to break in these amenities as Texas Tech University's new Child 
Development Research Center opens its doors children. 

The center, part of an $8 million addition to the College of Human 
Sciences, has space for twice the number of children and instructors than 
its former facilities. This is important since the early childhood teacher 
preparation program enrollment has more than doubled in the last eight 
years and children are on multi-year waiting lists to join. 

The center provides a learning environment for children up to 5-years-old. 
It also serves as a "living laboratory," giving nearly 600 early childhood 
majors direct contact with children. 

The facilities are loaded with technology, such as centrally controlled 
video monitoring equipment to better facilitate faculty and graduate 
student research as well as observation rooms for students in child 
development courses to observe. 

The center will share the 36,000 square-foot building with Texas Tech's 
Center for the Study of Addiction and Recovery. Private donors provided 
more than $7 million of the $8 million necessary to fund this project. 

CONTACT: Dr. Cathy Nathan, director, Child Development Research Center, 
Texas Tech University, (806) 742- 742-3016 Ex. 224 or 
cathy.nathan@ttu.edu. 
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CONTACT: Norman Martin, norman.martin@ttu.edu 
(806) 742-4108 

SCIENTISTS ESTABLISH REFERENCE METHOD FOR COTTON MATURITY 

LUBBOCK- Texas Tech University researchers are pushing toward development 
of genetically improved cotton varieties with enhanced fiber maturity, while retaining all 
other valuable quality characteristics important for entering profitable high-end clothing 
markets. 

After measuring more than 1.6 million individual fibers the scientists established 
a reference method to determine cotton fiber maturity. This will allow the development of 
germplasm with enhanced maturity and could provide DNA markers, making 
incorporation of these genes easier for breeders. 

"Even though maturity isn't measured commercially today, it's one of the most 
important quality attributes," said Eric Hequet, an expert in fiber property at Texas 
Tech's International Textile Center. "It's directly related to fiber strength .. Stronger fibers 
will minimize fiber damage during mechanical processing (harvesting and ginning), 
whichwill result in longer cottons with lower short fiber content." 

South Plains producers face a short growing season. The traditional short-season 
varieties grown here had a shorter length, which generally limited their use to mass
market types of products such as denim. New breeds of cotton introduced recently are 
producing higher quality fibers, and higher yield, said Dean Ethridge, managing director 
ofthe International Textile Center. 

"It is a matter of meeting the market's needs," he said. "The ring-spun cotton 
yams suitable for making fine, light-weight cotton textiles require.cotton fibers that are 
long, strong and fine. However, it is a given that the cotton fibers must be adequately 
matured." 

Hundreds of genes affect cotton maturity, and biotechnologists have spent the past 
five years pinpointing likely candidates. The process hasn't been easy, largely due to a 
lack of standardized scientific benchmarks that reflect maturity. 

The common industry standard is micronaire, a critical cotton fiber quality that is 
harder to visualize than other properties like staple length, fiber strength or color. The 

-more-

Office of Conununications and Marketing 

An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 



micronaire measurement results from a combination of both the maturity and fineness of 
cotton fibers, but it cannot separate the two properties. 

"Micronaire readings don't tell us whether the fiber is coarse and immature or 
fine and mature," Hequet said. "We want a fiber that is both fine and mature. If a fiber is 
fine, you'll be able to put many more fibers in the same yarn diameter, which means 
you'll have a stronger yarn, and ultimately a stronger garment." 

Hequet, along with colleague Noureddine Abidi, a polymer chemist, designed a 
series of laboratory tests that focused on the specific fiber structure attributes and 
developed a workable maturity reference method. 

Like a funnel, each tool looked at an ever smaller portion of cotton until a single 
fiber no bigger than a human hair was being evaluated using infrared microscopy and 
image analysis of cotton fiber cross-sections. They spent four years and examined 1.6 
million cotton fibers to develop the necessary methods needed to accurately determine 
maturity. 

"It's a long and complicated process," Abidi said. "But now we expect to identify , 
the most promising candidates provided by breeders and biotechn~logists later this year." 

Texas, the nation's largest cotton producer, produced a record 8.2 million bales of 
the fluffy white fiber last year, which was 38 percent of the total U.S. crop. 

The International Textile Center, a department in Texas Tech's College of 
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, is an internationally recognized facility for 
textile research, testing and evaluation. The 110,000 square-foot facility near Lubbock 
serves a broad audience from yarn and fabric manufacturers to cotton breeders. 
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CONTACT: Eric Hequet, associate director of the International Textile Center, 
Texas Tech University, College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, 
(806) 747-3790; eric.hequet@ttu.edu 
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STUDENTS BUILD SENSE OF COMMUNITY BY HELPING COMMUNITY 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

Raider Welcome Habitat for Humanity project 

9 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday and Friday 

2111 Dartmouth St. 

Freshmen enter a new community when they step onto a college campus. 
So, to help build their sense of community, around 40 incoming Texas 
Tech freshmen are working with Habitat for Humanity as part of Raider 
Welcome 2006. 

The program is intended to get students out of residence halls and meeting 
other new students. 

While the week-long event offers a slate of activities for new students, the 
service project recruits participants to build a house with the Habitat for 
Humanity campus chapter. This is the first year a service project has been 
offered. 

CONTACT: Emily Curtis, Division of Student Affairs coordinator, Center for Campus 
Life, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-5433, or Emily.curtis@ttu.edu. 
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CONTACT: Cory Chandler, cory.chandler@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

SUMMIT DISCUSSES FUTURE OF ENERGY INDUSTRY 
Texas, New Mexico Could Form Potent Energy Corridor 

Energy Sustainability SUmmit 

Sept. 13-14 

The Texas Tech University International Cultural Center (Sixth Street and 
Indiana A venue, Lubbock) 

As the home of some of the nation's largest oil and gas operations, Texas and 
New Mexico already play a vital role in U.S. energy production. 

Yet with the region's open spaces, substantial agricultural output and other 
resources - including wind - the emerging southwest energy corridor could 
become one of the most potent energy suppliers in the United States as consumeJ 
tap new sources and look to reinvigorate old ones. 

Texas Tech University' s College ofEngineering will host the Energy 
Sustainability Summit to discuss challenges and opportunities facing the region'l 
energy industry. 

The event will provide a forum for academic, political and industry experts to 
discuss energy issues in six themes: biofuels; electricity; nuclear and wind poweJ 
emerging energy technologies; energy and water; fossil-based fuels; and policy 
and economic development. 

Participants include: State Rep. Buddy West, R-Odessa, chairman of the House 
Committee on Energy Resources; Railroad Commissioner Michael Williams; 
Barry Burgdorf, Vice chancellor and general counsel for the University of Texas 
System; Mrujorie Tatro, with Sandia National Laboratories; Dr. Dan Arvizu, 
director of the National Energy Renewable Laboratory in Colorado; and Nationa 
Academy of Engineering member Dr. Rakesh Agrawal from Purdue University. 

The event agenda and other information can be found here: 
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/coe/energysummit/agenda.php 

CONTACT: Sharon Smith, communications coordinator, College of Engineering, Texas 
Tech University, 806-742-3451, ext. 267, or. sharon.smith@ttu.edu. 

Office of Communications and Marketing 

An EEO/Affirmative Action Institution 



~ TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Aug. 25, 2006 
CONTACT: John Davis,john.w.davis@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

News Release 

SCHOOL OF MUSIC HOLDS FIRST CAPROCK CELTIC FALL 
FEST AND HARVEST DANCE 

LUBBOCK- The School ofMusic at Texas Tech will hold the Caprock Celtic 
Fall Fest and Harvest dance from Sept. 7 to Sept. 11 at various locations around the city. 

The event is a first-time fundraiser to support the Traditional Arts Scholarship 
offered by the Vernacular Music Center at Texas Tech. 

Attendees can enjoy a celebration of Celtic music, dance, language and crafts on 
the South Plains. Highlights from the event will be broadcast on public radio station 
KOHM and special "live" editions of Chris Smith's popular Celtic Shores program will 
air during the festival weekend. 

Venues include O'Reilly's and J Pat's Irish pubs, TTU's Hemmle-Recital Hall, 
Sugar Brown's Coffee, the Canterbury Student Center in historic Seaman Hall, and 
KOHM. 

The public can make donations at any of the events during the festival. Organizers 
hope to raise $10,000 for a scholarship endowment. 

Highlights ofthe festival include: 

Sept 8 

• 8:30-10 p.m. - Irish band concert, Sugar Brown's Coffee, 4818 50th St. Irish 
bands Last Night's Fun & Tripping Up the Stairs with featured guests will play. 
KOHM-FM (89.1) will broadcast. Free. 

• 10:30-midnight - Open jam session for Celtic musicians, Sugar Brown's Coffee, 
4818 50th St. Free. 

Sept9 

• 6:30-8:30 p.m.- Irish music pub session, O'Reilly's Irish Pub, 1718 Buddy 
Holly Ave. Open to all Celtic musicians. Free. 
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• 9-10 p.m. - KOHM -FM (89.1) will broadcast Live Celtic Shores featuring 
festival artists. 

• 10:30 p.m.-midnight - Cabaret concert with featured guest artists, J. Pat's, 1211 
University Ave. KOHM-FM (89.1) will broadcast. Suggested donation: $5. 

Sept.10 

• 11 a.m. - Live Celtic Shores will broadcast on- KOHM-FM (89.1). 

• 3-4 p.m. - Gala dance concert, Hemmle Recital Hall, 18th Street and Boston 
Avenue. KOHM-FM (89.1) will broadcast. $4 for students and seniors, $6 for the 
general public. 

• 8 p.m.-midnight- Ceili and dance, Canterbury Student Center, 2407 16th St. Open 
to the public. 

Sept. 11 

• 11 a.m.-1 p.m. -Pot-luck brunch and breakfast at Canterbury Student Center, 
2407 16th St. · 
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CONTACT: Dr. Christopher Smith, Vernacular Music Center director, (806) 742-2270, 
ext. 249; christopher.smith@ttu.edu; or visit or visit 
groups/yahoo.com/ group/ caprockcelts 
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COLLEGE OF EDUCATION TAKES OVER 
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION OUTREACH PROGRAM 

LUBBOCK - The K-12 International Education Outreach program will become a 
component of the College of Education as of Aug. 25, Texas Tech University officials 
announced this week. 

While the program will still be housed in the International Cultural Center, its 
supervision and direction will be in conjunction with the programs of the College of 
Education and Dean Dr. Sheryl Santos. 

"We are proud to welcome the K-12 lEO into the College ofEducation family 
and are sure that both entities will benefit greatly from the partnership," Santos said. 

Dianne Crowley will continue as director of the program. 

K-12 International Education Outreach provides educational opportunities that 
expose children to multicultural awareness. It provides programs that enhance the 
international educational experiences available to K-12 students in public and private 
schools and home schooled classes throughout the South Plains. 

-30-

CONTACT: Karen Jacobsen, director of public relations, Texas Tech University College 
ofEducation, (806) 742-1998, ext. 455, karen.jacobsen@ttu.edu 
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WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

. (806) 742-2136 

URBAN DESIGNER AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEWS 

Interview availability 

5 p.m. Monday 

Room 49 of the Chemistry Building on the Texas Tech campus 

Jeremy Harris, director of the Urban Strategies Institute and senior fellow at the 
School of Energy and Sustainability at the Royal Institute of Technology in 
Stockholm, Sweden, will visit Texas Tech to tour campus and speak to faculty 
and students. 

The former mayor of Honolulu, Harris is one of the nation's foremost advocates 
for sustainable and attractive urban design. 

In his time as mayor, he overhauled America's 12th largest city, emphasizing 
areas like land-use planning, alternative energy use and environmental protection, 
in part by preserving open spaces and agricultural districts to limit urban sprawl. 
His work earned Harris an honorary membership in the American Institute of 
Architects. 

Harris visits Lubbock as the American Institute of Architects prepares to celebrate 
its 150th anniversary. Its local chapter- AlA Lubbock- invited Harris to tour 
Lubbock. The AlA Sesquicentennial takes place as Lubbock continues 
redevelopment projects downtown, in North Overton, and elsewhere in the Hub 
City. 

Harris also will speak at 7 p.m. Tuesday, at the American Institute of Architects' 
Sesquicentennial Kick-Off Gala at the Merket Alumni Center on the Texas Tech 
campus. 

The event, attended by city and community leaders and members of AlA 
Lubbock, will help begin an 18-month campaign by AlA Lubbock to promote 
sustainable urban design in the city. 

CONTACT: CONTACT: Brian Griggs, AIA150 champion, AlA Lubbock, (806) 473.2200 
or bgriggs@team-psc.com. 
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URBAN DEVELOPMENT EXPERT VISITS LUBBOCK 
Lauded Urban Planner Tours Lubbock as Architecture Association Celebrates 150 Years 

LUBBOCK - As the American fustitute of Architects prepares to celebrate its 
!50th anniversary, its local chapter - AlA Lubbock - will bring one of the nation's 
foremost advocates for sustainable and attractive urban design to tour Lubbock. 

Jeremy Harris, director of the Urban Strategies fustitute and senior fellow at the 
School of Energy and Sustainability at the Royal Institute ofTechnology in Stockholm, 
Sweden, will visit Lubbock to meet with city planners and Texas Tech University faculty 
and students. 

The former mayor of Honolulu, Harris overhauled America's 12th largest city, 
emphasizing areas such as land-use planning, alternative energy use and environmental 
protection; he worked to preserve open spaces and agricultural districts to limit urban 
sprawl. His work earned Harris an honorary membership in the American Institute of 
Architects. 

Harris will speak Monday to students and faculty of Texas Tech College of 
Architecture. 

Also, he will tour a number of areas, including: Lubbock development projects 
including the Underwood Center for the Arts, the North Overton development, Texas 
T-ech's public art collection and new Parkhill, Smith & Cooper, Inc. offices- the first 
Lubbock building eligible to receive silver certification from the U.S. Green Building 
Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design. 

At 7 p.m. Tuesday, Harris will speak at the American Institute of Architects' 
Sesquicentennial Kick-Off Gala at the Merket Alumni Center on the Texas Tech campus. 
The event, attended by· city and community leaders and members of AlA Lubbock, will 
help begin an 18-month campaign by Lubbock's institute of architects chapter to promote 
sustainable urban design in the city. 
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CONTACT: Brian Griggs, AIA150 champion, AlA Lubbock, (806) 473.2200 or 
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News Release 

EXPERTS AVAILABLE AS ERNESTO LOOMS 
Wind Scientists Studied Katrina, Rita and Other Hurricanes 

LUBBOCK - Tropical Storm Emesto is approaching Florida. Texas Tech University 
has a number of wind scientists with extensive experience researching hurricanes such as Rita 
and Katrina and can speak as experts about various aspects of these devastating storms. 

Through Texas Tech's multi-disciplinary Wind Science and Engineering Research 
Center, the scientists study various aspects of a hurricane, such as: the meteorological forces at 
work as the hurricane makes landfall, wind damage to buildings such as houses and "lifeline" 
infrastructure, and the economic impact that evacuations have on cities, banks and stock prices. 

Our experts can speak about their findings in hurricanes Rita and Katrina and other 
data collected through the center's three decades of studying wind-related events: 

Dr. Chris Letchford, professor of civil engineering, can speak to the impact that 
hurricanes have on engineered strUctures. Letchford surveyed damage to structures in the 
wake of both Rita and Katrina for groups such as the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency and the National Institute for Standards and Technology. 

He says Rita's greatest impact was to "lifeline" infrastructure such as electricity, 
transportation and communication. The storm blew over hundreds of thousands of timber 
telephone poles; destroyed five major high voltage lines; and damaged ports, bridges, water 
treatment centers and chemical plants. Also, it bent the canopies over gas stations, hindering 
access to fuel for emergency vehicles and generators. Letchford can be reached at (806) 742-
3476 Ext. 328, or chris.letchford@ttu.edu. 

Larry Tanner, research associate in civil engineering, was a member of the FEMA 
mitigation assessment team that studied Hurricane Katrina. He led a team that recorded wind 
and water damage along the coastline in Louisiana and Mississippi. 

The team's report, currently being prepared for the agency, provides information that 
can be used by communities as they rebuild. Much of the damage done by Katrina, he says, 
resulted from structures being built below the base flood elevation - or the elevation that 
flood waters will rise to during a 100-year storm event (meaning the storm only has a 1 
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percent chance of happening in a year). Tanner can be reached at (806) 742-3476 ext. 336, or 
larry. tanner@ttu.edu. 

Dr. Bradley Ewing, professor of operations management in the Rawls College of 
Business, has studied the economic impact of hurricanes and tornadoes for more than 12 
years. 

Currently, he is sending 5,000 surveys to Katrina evacuees in a study of the long-term 
economic impact of the evacuation. The survey will collect household-level data both in the 
region that was hit by the storm and the areas where evacuees relocated. 

Ewing can speak to the impact of hurricanes and tornadoes in cities like Oklahoma 
City, Corpus Christi, Wilmington, N.C., Miami, Fla., and Nashville, Tenn. Ewing can be 
reached at 806-742-3939 or bradley.ewing@ttu.edu. 

Dr. John L. Schroeder, assistant professor of Atmospheric Science at Texas Tech 
University, visited both hurricanes Rita and Katrina to deploy instrumented towers that gather 
high-resolution storm data at a time when most conventional observation systems fail. 

Schroeder can offer insight into how hurricanes develop, move, and react to various 
meteorological elements. He is an expert on how the hurricane interacts with man's built 
enviroriment at landfall and has been actively intercepting hurricanes since 1998. Schroeder 
can be reached at (806) 742-2813 or john.schroeder@ttu.edu. 

Dr. Ernst Kiesling, professor of civil engineering and executive director of the 
National Storm Shelter Association, recommends that homeowners who live above the 
flood plane in hurricane prone areas· buy a storm shelter for their home. 

As was seen in Houston preceding Hurricane Rita, evacuations often can put immense 
strain on traffic corridors, leading to traffic jams and - in the case of Houston- fatalities. By 
utilizing in-home shelters, some families who are not required to evacuate can remain where 
they are and ease the traffic flow. 

However, Kiesling urges buyers to look for a seal of the National Storm Shelter 
Association when they buy a safe room for their home. Although there are a variety of 
products available for homes, Kiesling says many shelters are not designed by engineers or 
architects who are familiar with the wind loads present during hurricanes. 

Kiesling specializes in debris impact and above-ground shelters. He can speak on the 
construction and use of personal and community shelters. Kiesling has more than 30 years of 
experience in the field documenting debris d~age and testing different materials and types of 
construction. He can be reached at (806) 742-3476, ext.335 or ernst.kiesling@wind.ttu.edu. 

For more stories related to Texas Tech Wind Science and Engineering Research Center 
research, visit the links below: 



http://www.texastech.edu/cornmunications/display article.php?id=1988 

http://www. texastech.edu/cornmunications/display article.php ?id= 1989 

More information about the Wind Science and Engineering Research Center can be found at: 
http:/ /www.wind.ttu.edu/ 

Texas Tech University news can be found at: 
http://www. texastech.edu/communications/currentNews.php 

-30-

-more-
Office of Communications and Marketing 

An EEOIA.ffirmative Action Institution 



~ TEXAS TECH UNJVERS!TY 

Advisory 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: Aug. 28, 2006 
CONTACT: Sally Logue Post, sally.post@ttu.edu 

(806) 742-2136 

WHAT: 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

EVENT: 

TEXAS TECH SCHEDULES 2006 CONVOCATION 

Convocation for all first-year students 

5 p .m. Tuesday 

United Spirit Arena 

Featured speaker Liz Murray will tell her life story titled, 
"Homeless to Harvard." The story chronicles her life growing up with tw1 
drug addicted parents. Homeless at age 15 after the death of her mother, 
she tells how she finished high school in two years while living on the 
streets and then received a full scholarship to Harvard. 

Convocation, or in Latin, convoco, meaning "calling together," is an 
occasion at the university for faculty and staff to bring together students 
and welcome them to the Texas Tech family. 

Texas Tech re-instituted Convocation in 2003. It was last held at the 
university in the 1960s. It is sponsored by the Office of the Provost and 
the Center for Campus Life. 

The President Picnic will follow immediately after the convocation 
ceremony on the Rugby fields, east of the United Spirit Arena. 

CONTACT: Sally Logue Post, Office of Communications and Marketing, (806) 742-
2136. 
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News Release 

TEXAS TECH RESEARCHERS MAKE CHEMICAL WARFARE 
PROTECTIVE NANOFIBERS OUT OF DECK SEALER 

Editors Note: The full article can be viewed on the internet at 
www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-binlabstract/112657386. 

LUBBOCK - While cotton may be the fabric of our lives, Texas Tech University 
researchers may have discovered a polyurethane nanofiber technique that can save lives. 

Dr. Seshadri Ramkumar, an assistant professor at The Institute of Environmental 
and Human Health at Texas Tech, and graduate student Thandavamoorthy Subbiah 
recently discovered a honeycomb polyurethane nanofabric by using electrospinning. The 
nanofabric, created by exposing polyurethane to high voltage, can not only trap toxic 
chemicals, but also be used in a hazardous material suit. 

Ramkumar's findings are featured in the Sept. 5 edition of the Journal of Applied 
Polymer Science. The project was funded by the U.S. Department of Defense. 

"These fibers are tiny," Ramkumar said. "They're about 1,000 times smaller than 
microfibres. We are able to develop honeycomb-like structures with this method, which 
makes a mesh within a mesh. This may not only provide increased surfaces area, but also 
can trap toxic chemicals more efficiently. These fibers are yet to be tested for their 
protection capabilities." 

Ramkumar and other researchers were able to observe self-assembled honeycomb 
nanomeshes that have not been reported before in the case of polyurethane nanofibers. 

"This can be a very efficient filter against toxic chemicals, as well as a membrane 
for protecting people," he said. "This will provide a significant boon to chemical 
protective clothing as well as a method to trap chemical warfare agents." 
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TEXAS TECH SETS CAPROCK CELTIC FESTIVAL FOR FALL 

LUBBOCK - Texas Tech University's School of Music will host the Caprock 
Celtic Fall Fest and Harvest Dance, a celebration of Celtic music, dance, language and 
arts and crafts. 

A fimdraiser for the Traditional Arts Scholarship offered by Texas Tech's 
Vernacular Music Center, the festival on Sept. 8-11 will draw on the local Celtic music 
community, including Irish and Scottish musicians, singers, dancers and speakers. 

Christopher Smith, director of the Vernacular Music Center, said the event 
promises fim for people who are already fans of Celtic music, as well as those who are 
new to the genre. 

"The Fall Fest serves both as an introduction to the wealth of participatory Celtic 
arts activities available throughout the region, and also as a bookend event to the very 
popular Caprock Celtic Christmas," said Smith. "We are thinking of this as an 
opportunity to welcome back those who have spent the summer traveling and to students 
and faculty just beginning the new academic year, and it'll be a great party for music 
lovers of all ages." 

The festivities will include performances by local Irish bands Last Night's Fun 
and Tripping up the Stairs, a dance recital featuring Scottish dancers and the High Plains 
Irish Dancers, Celtic arts and crafts vendors, music and dance workshops and multiple 
jam sessions by local Celtic musicians and visiting artists. Several events will be 
simulcast on KOHM, 98.1 FM. 

For a complete schedule of events, contact Smith at Texas Tech's School of Music 
at (806) 742-2270, ext. 249. 
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CONTACT: Christopher Smith, director, Vernacular Music Center, Texas Tech 
University, (806) 742-2270, ext. 249, or e-mail 
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