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Andy Wilkinson (AW):  

So and I’m going to preface it by saying this is, I think the thirtieth of April. Andy Wilkinson. 

 

Jim Irwin (JI): 

March.  

 

AW: 

March. I’m getting way ahead of myself. Thirtieth of March 2017. Andy Wilkinson with Jim 

Irwin, I-r-w-i-n. We are at his home on a very pleasant day overlooking a big playa and the 

Estacado Cemetery in the background. So this house is—your house and place is kind of 

Estacado, isn’t it?  

 

JI: 

Yeah.  

 

AW:  

That’s amazing. How long have you been here in this place?  

 

JI:  

The house was built in 2009, so we moved in February. It was built in 2008. We moved here in 

February 2009. It was an old homestead. It belonged to the Baker family, who were longtime 

settlers in this area, and so as a matter of fact, I bought it from a cousin to my wife. Don 

Foreman. He farms a lot of land in this area. Used to, I mean he leases most of it out now, but he 

was a cousin. He’s my wife’s, not direct, but just a cousin and so we were looking for a place 

and found out that he owned this place, which was on my list after Garrett and I talked about 

doing this, and I just made some site surveys of several places in the area, and this was one of 

them. It wasn’t my first choice, but it was one of them, and so when he—when I just called him 

and asked him, is it for sale? And he said, “Well yeah, but let me tell you. I have to sell to you 

for more than I’d sell it to you normally because I’d turned down somebody’s offer,” and so, you 

know, just—but he let me have it for that and so we bought forty acres here in 2006 is when we 

bought it. We started putting the vineyard in 2006, then built the house in 2008, and then moved 

here in 2009.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, is it –  

 

JI:  

See you.  
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AW:  

Nice to meet you, Garrett.  

 

Garrett (G):  

Nice to meet you.  

 

JI:  

Thank you, by the way. Hey Garrett, three of those packages, those three small ones are ground, 

but they’ll take them there at the same place. All right. Thanks.  

 

G:  

The ones that are in front?  

 

JI:  

Yes.  

 

AW:  

So this is your first vineyard?  

 

JI:  

It’s my first vineyard that I planted, but see, from 1994 to 1998, I worked with the Agricultural 

Experiment Station doing the wine grape research for the state of Texas. So that’s where the 

information and the background to plant this vineyard came from, and really, my love for this 

came from there. There were extenuating circumstances because I was also an ordained Baptist 

minister, and came and had really come to the point where I thought I would never have a 

vineyard or an orchard or one of those things because I never thought I’d be at any one place at 

any one time. In 1994, my wife’s father got sick. He developed brain cancer and he passed away. 

It began in ’88, passed away in ’94. And I’m the only boy in both families. So in my wife’s 

family and my family, I’m the only son, and so my wife’s mother was here alone. My wife had 

an older sister who, at the time, was divorced with two kids. My father and mother were here. 

They lived in Idalou, and I really felt like I needed to get back home, so I just reactivated my—

I’d been a county agent before, so I reactivated my employment status with the A&M. Went to 

work at the experiment station. That wasn’t really where I came to go to work, but that’s where I 

got the job. So anyway, that was the beginning of all that, and then so the vineyard is a 

culmination really of what I saw. I was with the extension service so I saw all the vineyards on 

the South Plains. I knew what their problems were. I knew what their advantages were. I knew 

all of these things about them, and then from 2000, from basically the year of 2000 onward, I 

was exposed internationally to European vineyards, Spanish vineyards, French. You know, 

just—Italian. So as I see what other people did in that part of the world, but knowing what goes 

on in this part of the world and knowing what our environment was, then the idea developed in 
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my brain. Well if we ever had it, then that’s what I’d do. I thought it might be something I would 

do when I retired. So when Garrett related the story that he related to you, that was in 2000—

about 2000—he graduated in 2002, so that would’ve been 2004, early 2005, when he had that 

conversation with David, and so David told me. He called me. We met together on Wednesday 

night for a prayer meeting thing, and David told me, he said, “You know what your son told me 

today?” And I said, “No.” And when he told me this, Garrett had never even shared with me that 

he would like to have a vineyard. [Laughter] So when he told me that, we can do that. That really 

began—that started the fire, and then there were extenuating circumstances with the job I was 

working with at the time, and a lot of other things, and the person I worked for was really, I 

guess, hard to work with, and the stress was—there are some things you just don’t need. And that 

was one thing I didn’t need and I thought, Well if I don’t have that, what am I going to do? And 

so I thought the vineyard would be the thing to do. So the idea had already been put there. I had 

the experience and the background, and then the opportunity came up like that, so that’s how we 

got—that’s how this vineyard got started.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, yeah. Well then let’s—if you don’t mind—let’s back up and just get some of that basic 

stuff on you because you’ve had an interesting journey. And it’d be nice to— 

 

JI:  

Yes, very interesting.  

 

AW:  

So tell me, what’s your date of birth?  

 

JI:  

June 23rd, 1954.  

 

AW:  

I’m the 26th of June in ’48.  

 

JI:  

Really?  

 

AW:  

Yeah. And where were you born?  

 

JI:  

I was actually born in Big Spring, Texas. My father and mother lived at Knott.  
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AW:  

Yeah. K-n-o-double t.  

 

JI:  

K-n-o-double t. My grandfather was the Baptist preacher at Knott and that’s how my mother and 

my father met.  

 

AW:  

Make sure this is—yeah, it’s working. So what were your folks doing? Your grandfather was a 

minister, but your folks, were they farming?  

 

JI:  

Well my father farmed until—he was on the farm until ’57, until the drought of the fifties came 

along and then they were dryland cotton farmers, and so he and my mother were married in ’51, 

and so they were—I guess it had to have been more than—it would’ve been ’52. No, I was born 

in ’54. In ’55 or so when he left the farm because he went to work for Southwestern Bell 

Telephone and he came to Lubbock, got a job in Lubbock, and so that’s when they moved off the 

farm in the fifties because of the drought. Prior to that, he was a farmer and my grandfather, my 

mother’s father, was a Baptist preacher. My father’s father—my dad was the youngest of eight 

children, so I only knew his mother. His father passed away long before I was born. So I never 

met him, but I did spend some summers as a child at my grandmother’s house out on the farm.  

 

AW:  

So then you grew up in Lubbock? 

 

JI:  

I actually grew up in Lubbock. So I grew up on the North side of Lubbock out in Clayton Carter, 

which is on the North side of the loop right now. When we were little, the Jackson family had—

they farmed cotton, and so the Jackson cotton farms, they used to have Jackson delinting, and all 

that stuff over there on the North side of Lubbock. Anyway, they farmed cotton right across the 

street from us, and I can remember if I wanted a Coke or a candy bar or something, I’d go get a 

pillowcase out of there and go pick five or six cases of cotton, and I’d get a nickel, and off I’d 

go. [Laughter]  

 

AW:  

Yeah, I also pulled lulls in a pillowcase, and I don’t think I was much help.  

 

JI:  

I don’t either. I think they had more pity on me than anything. Give me a nickel and sent me on 

my way. [Laughter]  
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AW:  

Yeah, because in Slaton, I lived on a farm just on Golf Course Road just North of Slaton. My 

granddad carried the mail on the star route and he had always had a little bit of a farm, so we had 

just a tiny, tiny farm.  

 

JI:  

So that was my grandfather. My grandfather was a mail carrier. That’s what he did, and then he 

had a farm, and he farmed a cotton farm. He leased the place, and so from the time I was thirteen 

until the time I went to college, which was in 1972, so every summer from 1968 to 1972, the day 

school was out in Lubbock, I went to my grandfather’s in Mitchell County, and we farmed 

cotton. He carried the mail in the morning. Noon, he came home and we were farming in the 

afternoon.  

 

AW:  

Yeah. So did he do—what my granddad did was my granddad carried a hoe and it was to either 

chop a snake if he’s out on the road or if there was a careless weed, he’d stop his mail car and 

walk down the road and chop that weed.  

 

JI:  

Well, my grandfather kept the mailboxes clean, but we did a lot of hoeing too.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, it’s pretty interesting.  

 

JI:  

That’s where I learned how to sharpen a hoe, with my grandfather.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, well you learn pretty fast not to try to chop cotton without a sharp hoe.  

 

JI:  

I mean—  

 

AW:  

So what schools did you go to in Lubbock?  

 

JI:  

I went to Arnett Elementary, which just this past year, they’re going to close it. And then I went 

to Alderson Junior High, which is now Alderson Elementary. And then I went to Estacado High 

School. So our class—I was the—I started there in ’68, ’69. So we were the first class that went 
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all four years at Estacado.  

 

AW:  

That’s when Bobby Lane was being a volunteer coach for your football team.  

 

JI:  

Yeah, now, what—goodness gracious what was that guy’s name? You know, those guys won 

state. The first year we had to play provisional football, and so the next year, when we actually 

got to play in UIL play, they won state.  

 

AW:  

I was on the Lubbock Police Department then.  

 

JI:  

So you knew Scott. What was Sam Scott.  

 

AW:  

Sam Scott doesn’t ring a bell. I started in late ’67 and left—  

 

JI:  

Well, Sam would have come on a little bit later than that then.  

 

AW:  

Well, I left Lubbock. I got my degree at Tech working nights on the police department because 

my wife’s father was the chief of police, and I was working at the grocery store and he said, if 

you’ll work nights, you can go to school in the daytime. You can make six hundred a month 

being a policemen, and I thought I didn’t want to be a policemen, but six hundred a month. Man.  

 

JI:  

That’s a lot of money. [Laughs]  

 

AW:  

Yeah. I wound up staying in that business for another—well I was in it altogether twelve years, 

but I remember Bobby Lane coming down if somebody got into a little trouble over the 

weekend, he’d come down and get them out, and it was really interesting to see this—a guy 

that’d been one of my heroes as a kid. You know, he and E.J. Holland. That is what we all 

thought about, but yeah, quite an interesting—so you had a very interesting experience then 

going to high school at Estacado at that time when they were just starting off.  
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JI:  

Yeah. Yeah.  

 

AW:  

And did you go to Tech when you—  

 

JI:  

Yes, I went to Tech.  

 

AW:  

And what did you major in when you got there?  

 

JI:  

My major was wildlife biology. That’s what I majored in.  

 

AW:  

Was Ron Sosebee—  

 

JI:  

Yes. Yes.  

 

AW:  

No, he was range.   

 

JI:  

Dr. Sosebee. See, in those days, the range and wildlife department, the only thing that separated 

you two—I mean, because our core classes were exactly the same, and if you went to range, you 

took an additional range class. If you did wildlife, you took an additional wildlife class. That was 

where the curriculum started off, but by the time, they were really changing the curriculum while 

I was—during that period of time. So by the time we got through, most of the guys that started 

with me that were on the wildlife side, we stayed an extra year, essentially. We had about a 

hundred and fifty hours when we graduated because they had added so many new wildlife 

classes, and so basically, we had the range curriculum underneath us, and then we had the 

wildlife on top of it, and then a lot of that stuff was actually taught in the med school. Dr. 

Rylander, who was—?  

 

AW:  

Yeah. Right. Kent Rylander.  
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JI:  

He taught my ornithology class.  

 

AW:  

Really?  

 

JI:  

Yeah. So I mean, he was a bird watcher and Dr. Proctor, who was also a biologist, taught a class 

that we took, plant communities. Dr. Rylander, a lot of the classes that we took on the 

physiology side were actually—the guys were doubling in the med school, so we were in there 

with a lot of med students too, which made—the grades were tough. Dr. Robert Baker was there. 

He did a lot of stuff, mammalogy and a lot of the classes that we took under there.  

 

AW:  

Well, he—if I recall right, he was known around the world.  

 

JI:  

Foremost—world’s foremost authority on bats.  

 

AW:  

I flew back from someplace sitting next to him, and before that, it was quite interesting. I 

imagine that would be a tough class to take.  

 

JI:  

That class was interesting because you had to be able—there’s more species of bats than there 

are almost any other mammal, and so you had to be able to identify bats by their skeletons. So he 

had all of these little bat skulls, and we’d sit in the lab for hours memorizing these things and the 

different things.  

 

AW:  

Did you use a jeweler’s loop or something because those are little, tiny things? Gosh.  

 

JI:  

Oh man. It was difficult. We had this guy, he was—I think he spent more time smoking 

marijuana than anything else that we did, but he said—we were in there studying one time—he 

said, “You guys are working too hard. You just need to memorize the numbers on the sides of 

these little skulls,” because they had numbers, and we said, “Fellow, Dr. Baker is not going to 

give us a test with the same set of schools that we’ve been studying here.” 
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AW:  

[Laughs] Right. Yeah, they don’t come with numbers.  

 

JI:  

But he did. He did.  

 

AW:  

Oh, he did?  

 

JI:  

Yeah. They had little ink numbers, you know, catalog numbers were what they were, but he used 

the same set when he gave them to us, and that guy made the best grade in the class. [Laughter] 

It was kind of humorous.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, well except for those of you who studied?  

 

JI:  

It’s humorous today. It wasn’t humorous at the time.  

 

AW:  

So you graduated then in ’80?  

 

JI:  

In seventy—I graduated in ’77 with a BS in wildlife biology.  

 

AW:  

Seventy-seven. Yeah, because you started there.  

 

JI:  

But, so at that time, the economy was horrible, and you could get—so we had a hundred and fifty 

hours of university and so you could start off working with the government at nine thousand 

eight hundred dollars a year, if you would move to Alaska to do it because Alaska was the only 

place they really had job openings, and so I looked around and said—I knew friends of mine that 

got a degree in agriculture, or Ag Ed, and they were Ag teachers. I thought, man, and they were 

making fourteen thousand dollars a year.  

 

AW:  

That’s a big difference between that and nine.  
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JI:  

Yeah, so I went and talked to somebody, and said, “You need about two classes here on the 

education side, and then go to the block and do your student teaching and you can do it,” so man, 

I jumped on that. So I went and got my teaching certificate to teach Ag, well while I was there 

doing that, Dr. Marvin Sorpesa, who later became the chairman of the Ag Ed department, he was 

just starting out as a professor and he needed a graduate student, and so he asked me. He said, 

“Would you be a graduate student for me and work on your master’s degree and stay around for 

another year?” So I thought, Man, if they were going to pay me to go to school, I would do that. 

And so he had a grant from the Texas education agency that furnished him with a secretary. So I 

was basically just gather the data, do the writing, but I had a secretary in the office who did all—

who typed up my thesis and who calculated all the data and everything.  

 

AW:  

Wow.  

 

JI:  

So man, I was done. My thesis was written by November, so I had the whole spring semester. 

Me and a buddy, we sat around. I helped him because he was doing another project, but we 

just—it was a pretty good deal, and then so I got my master’s degree, and swore I’d never go to 

work for the extension service and basically, did everything I could to make Bill Gunner—I 

don’t know if you ever knew Bill Gunner.  

 

AW:  

No.  

 

JI:  

But he was just a guy. He is an Aggies, Aggie, but they needed people with master’s degrees, 

and so my buddy and I, Neil Timble, who was a—he would be a veterinarian later on, but 

anyway, he and I graduated at the same time and Mr. Gunner called both of us one night, and 

wanted us to come apply because we both had master’s degrees, or were about to finish up. This 

was in September, and so we called each other and we had friends that worked for him, and he 

was just a hardnosed kind of worker. Plus, he was an Aggie and gave Tech guys trouble. You 

know, so we both said, “No way, we’re never going to go to work for him.” And so, I mean, for 

the next two days, he called us. I called him back late at night purposefully. I said, “If I wake him 

up, that’ll irritate him.” I kept telling him no and just finally said—my friend said, “Are you 

going to go talk to him?” I said, “If I don’t, I’m not going to get rid of him unless I go talk to 

him.” He said, “What are you going to do?” I said, “I’m going to tell him, if he’ll let me decide 

where I can go to work, I’ll go to work for him.” One thing he’s not going to let you do is you 

tell him what to do and so I did and he said, “Okay.” [Laughter] And so I wound up being a 

county agent and I went to Muleshoe, worked up in Muleshoe. I was up there for three years, 
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which turned out to be fantastic. That was really where the interest in grapes started.  

 

AW:  

In Muleshoe?  

 

JI:  

Yeah.  

 

AW:  

Really?  

 

JI:  

Because I had little ladies that would call me and say, “Do you know anything about 

grapevines?” Well, I didn’t know anything about grape vines, but I knew everything about plant 

physiology and how stuff grew, and A&M had a tremendous horticulture collection, so I could—

you didn’t—you weren’t online at that time, but you had brochures, and so I had picked up a 

great brochure, learned—said, “Yeah. I can come help you do what you want to do.” Some 

people wanted me to come prune their grapes. One of them was a longtime resident there who 

made grape jelly.  

 

AW:  

So they weren’t—because they didn’t have the law change in Texas yet to make it possible to do 

a winery at that point?  

 

JI:  

No, we were getting close. It was about that time. So this would have been, well, this would have 

been in eighty—that was in ’79.  

 

AW:  

Okay. Right, so Llano was already open?  

 

JI:  

Llano was just getting going, but all that stuff—so they would just—matter of fact, we were 

going to classes at that time. Or when we would come to the experiment station, they would talk 

about the vineyard, but Dr. [William] Lipe hadn’t started his work yet.1 I think that came in 

about ’83, or ’84. So anyway, but the point was, I helped this little lady prune her grapes for jelly 

and she called me back the next fall. She said they’d made the most grapes they’ve ever made, so 

                                                           
1 More information on this time period and the area wine industry found here: Sanchez, Eric D. “Forked Tendrils: 
Llano Estacado Winery and the Rise of the Modern Texas Wine Industry,” (MM Thesis, Texas Tech University, 
1996), accessed October 2019, http://hdl.handle.net/2346/19878 

http://hdl.handle.net/2346/19878
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forth and so on. She gave me some jelly, and then next thing you know, my phone’s ringing off 

the walls. Little ladies, who all of them have a little grapevine in their backyard to make jelly, 

and so they want me to come help them, and that was really where my interest became for grapes 

and I really liked it. When we lived in Fort Worth—we moved to Fort Worth. I left the extension 

service and went to Fort Worth to go to seminary. So Southwestern Seminary in Fort Worth. 

While I was there—  

 

AW:  

I grew up Methodist, but all of our preachers went to Southwestern too.  

 

JI:  

Yeah. A lot of them went to Southwestern Seminary, or they went to Asbury.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, right, right, right. Those were the two.  

 

JI:  

So a lot of the guys out in this part of the world went to Asbury. Anyway, so when I was there, I 

got hired by a guy because he thought I was an Aggie. My last employer was Texas A&M 

University, and he looked at my application and thought I worked at A&M and so he said, 

“Yeah, you’re hired.” He discovered about two weeks later that I was a Red Raider and that was 

interesting. He said, “You lied to me.” I said, “No. I didn’t lie to you.”, “Your application said 

you were an Aggie.” I said, “No, it said I worked for A&M.” [Laughter] But anyway, so while I 

was there, he was a—I worked at the landscaping department, and really, he was a horticulturist, 

so I got a lot of horticulture background, which is very helpful for pruning and learning about 

those kind of things for grapes. And then I planted. When we bought a house, I planted grape 

barbers in Fort Worth, and did those kind of things, so it was very interesting. So when I came 

back out to West Texas—I was there for twelve years.  

 

AW:  

So you were ordained what year?  

 

JI:  

I was ordained in 1987.  

 

AW:  

Did you have a church before that?  

 

JI:  

Yeah, I pastored a church. Really, I was ordained in ’88. So I had a church for a year before that, 
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but up to that point, I was going to seminary. I went to seminary. I thought, I’d already had a 

master’s degree. I thought I could be in and out of seminary in a year, but that was a—seminary 

was an incredible experience in terms of the scholarship that’s required. I mean, that was four 

years of hard work, and then while I was there, I had an archaeology professor who did the same 

thing. He said, “I need a graduate assistant. Do you want to get a doctorate degree in 

archaeology?” And so, really, he needed a paleo botanist, is what they needed. They needed 

somebody to analyze plant remains.  

 

AW:  

Yeah. Pollen, that sort of thing.  

 

JI:  

Yeah. You know, and so I said, “Sure.” I’d be willing to do that. So I started that program, so I 

stayed at seminary for quite some time. So I graduated from seminary in ’87, and then I worked 

in the doctoral program for a year and a half before I left. I didn’t ever finish that, which was 

weird, the only thing in my life—I never started and I didn’t finish.  

 

AW:  

I’m just curious as to why.  

 

JI:  

So, you know, I’m a college student, seminary student and I was—my wife had a fantastic job. 

Barbara, she works, by the way, at Texas Tech too.  

 

AW:  

Oh. Does she?  

 

JI:  

She works in Elmo Cavin’s office over in the medical—in the Health Sciences Center.  

 

AW:  

Yeah. HSC.  

 

JI:  

So Dr.—I mean, Dr.—well, it’s in the same suite with Dr. Mitchell, but Elmo Cavin was the vice 

president for financial affairs. So when we moved to Fort Worth—I guess I’m getting way off 

the vineyard, but we moved to Fort Worth.  

 

AW:  

No, it’s fine. 
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JI:  

Barbara got a job with General Dynamics, which were the maker of the F-16 because she could 

take shorthand.  

 

AW:  

And they couldn’t find people anymore that could do that.  

 

JI:  

No, they couldn’t. I mean, she graduated from Idalou High School, and went to school one year.  

 

AW:  

What was her maiden name?  

 

JI:  

Wall. Her last name was Wall. The interesting thing is her father and my father worked together 

on the same phone crew. When my father came up here in 1955 or so, her father and my father 

knew each other, so that was good for her father to let me date his daughter. But anyway, so she 

started work there and then she became—she’s just an excellent administrator. That’s what she’s 

done her whole life, and that’s why she is in Elmo’s office.  

 

AW:  

Is that where Sarah gets it?  

 

JI:  

Sarah’s more like me with her temperament, but she’s extremely intelligent.  

 

AW:  

She is so helpful in the honor’s college, I got to tell you. So she’s working for General 

Dynamics?  

 

JI:  

Yeah, working with General Dynamics and this is when personal computers had just come in on 

the scene and those guys are doing all the stuff with avionics and everything, and so while she 

got the job because she could stenography, they put her in a place where she gets trained on 

every form of personal computer and technology that’s there, and she’s making an unbelievable 

amount of money. My mother used to tell me, if you go to college, you get your degree, you 

won’t be digging ditches for a living. Well, I was working at the landscaping department at the 

seminary installing sprinkler systems.  
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AW:  

[Laughter] Digging ditches.  

 

JI:  

Digging ditches. And my wife, with a high school education, is making three times what this 

boy’s ever going to make. It wasn’t until I got this job I have now, that I finally began making 

more money than my wife, which that was no problem. It was just she was a fantastic 

administrator. Everywhere she went, within two or three months, she was at the top of wherever 

she was, so that was really neat, but so she was basically providing for the family at that time. So 

in the summers, there was an archaeological excavation in Israel, and so I had to be over there, 

so I was gone six weeks at a whack, and that was just two years that happened, but I was over 

there the year that—this was 1988, so the intifada started for the Arabs, which are still going 

through. The reason they’re building that wall in Israel is because of that, and just the Arab 

uprising, is what they called it, and so it just made life miserable there, number one, but it was 

also—Iran, I don’t know if you remember it, but they don’t really know what happened, but a 

U.S. warship in the gulf shot down that jetliner, supposedly full of Iranian citizens. And I can 

remember, I was lying in bed at night. I was writing a letter to my wife and doing some stuff, and 

the music was on. I was writing in my room. The music was on. They’re playing—they’re 

speaking in Hebrew and all of a sudden, they start speaking in English. It just caught my 

attention and they’re announcing all of this stuff, and they’re saying that the—the Iranians say 

that they will responding in kind. I’m thinking, Lord have mercy. All of us that are there, we’re 

leaving the next week. Tensions were high, and everything else. I’m just sitting there thinking, 

What am I doing over here five thousand miles from my family, spending all our money doing 

all this stuff? Then that was just one thing. The program I was in, there was basically one guy in 

the world that was the—he was the expert, and he was at Cambridge University, and so after I 

got through with my PhD at Southwestern, then I would have to go do a post-doc at there to be 

able to do what I was going to do. After that, I could’ve written my own ticket had I wanted to, 

because there was nobody. I mean that man was getting on up in years. He was a curator at the 

British Museum of History, and all this other stuff. He was just—people were—they needed 

somebody to do that, but I’m thinking pfft. I don’t want to miss my children growing up. I don’t 

want to miss my family, so I’m not going to do this. So I came back and I told my professor. I 

mean, this was a hard decision because I’d never stopped anything I started. One day, my 

professor, he had been on vacation, he comes back and I hadn’t been in the lab. I hadn’t been 

doing a lot of stuff I was doing. And so I went to office one day and I told him, I said, “I’ve got 

to talk to you about something.” He said, “I figured something’s going on because you haven’t 

been here.” I said, “Yeah, I’m going to quit. I’m going to drop out of the program this fall and 

I’m not going to finish that degree. I’ll do it some other time.” He said, “Well you’re still young. 

You can do this anytime.” So that was in August. In October, the trustees cancelled that PhD—

the archaeology program.  
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AW:  

So you’d had to of gone somewhere else.  

 

JI:  

Yeah. I would have had to of gone somewhere else anyway, but that’s why that was interrupted.  

 

AW:  

The reason I was asking is I went into a—when I left Lubbock and Texas Tech and the police 

department here, I went to work for a really progressive department in Lakewood Colorado and 

got accepted to the University of Denver straight into—they had a program back then where 

you’d go straight into a doctoral program and you’d stay through it. And we’d just had our son, 

our first child, and working sixty hours a week and then being a TA and an RA and after about 

two years, it was just like—and then I saw all the PhD’s and I didn’t want to be one of those, so I 

checked out also.  

 

JI:  

You know, this was—my mother grew up during the Depression and her father, he had a college 

degree, but he would spend a lot of his off hours—he pastored small churches and he’d go work 

in a cotton gin. He’d be—do all kinds of stuff just trying to make ends meet and my grandmother 

was a schoolteacher, so they were college educated, but my mother got married when she was 

seventeen. Didn’t finish—I mean, she finished her high school degree, but she didn’t go to 

college. My father’s brother, he was the youngest of eight kids, so all of his brothers had college 

degrees. He didn’t get his. I can’t remember a day when I was little growing up that my mother 

didn’t say, you’re going to go college and get a degree, so all three of her children have master’s 

degrees, and that’s just the way life was going to be, but I kept thinking—so I grew up with this 

mentality that education was the answer to everything, but I was kind of like you. I hung around 

those people all the time and I thought, This is not the answer to everything and I don’t need 

those letters behind my name to know what I know. So I kind of came to grips with that and 

would rather keep my family then—  

 

AW:  

Yeah, and then do some other things. I was in sociology, although I minored in statistics, which I 

really enjoyed and that would’ve been smart to stick with, but I was also a cop, so I was doing 

day to day work that was really—you saw result right away, although it was a never ending job. 

Kind of like being in a church. You know, you get something done every day, but there’s another 

day coming where you got to do it all over again, but at least you have some sense of 

accomplishment, but yeah. That’s really interesting. Well I was interested in your story. So after 

you dropped out of that program, do you wind up with ministries right away?  
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JI:  

Well so, yeah. I was already pastoring a church then, so in ’87, I started pastoring a small church.  

 

AW:  

And how did you do that while you were travelling?  

 

JI:  

Only on the weekends, so it was a—they call them seminary pastorates, really. It’s a small 

church in a little community. This church had had a seminary pastor since 1941.  

 

AW:  

So they were used to it.  

 

JI:  

They were used to it.  

 

AW:  

Probably liked it.  

 

JI:  

It was actually Jack County.  

 

AW:  

Oh, Jack County?  

 

JI:  

It was eighty miles over there.  

 

AW:  

So where in Jack County?  

 

JI:  

German. I don’t know—it’s right on 1-14. At that one time, there was a railroad roundhouse 

there, and it was a community, but when I was there, it had become kind of the place where 

people that were out of work in the oil field, poor people lived there. Old people lived there. That 

was about it. And so, when I went there, of course, I was working on my doctorate degree when I 

started and they knew that, and they basically—they didn’t demand a whole lot of your time. Just 

weekends, but as I stayed there, the longer—I mean, I stayed there seven years, which was the 

longest anybody had stayed there since 1932 or something like that, and that person, he’d been 

there four years, left for three or four years and came back.  
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AW:  

So that wasn’t even continuous?  

 

JI:  

Yeah, it wasn’t even continuous. So I was there a long time and the interesting thing in the 

community, I would go visit people in the community, and they wouldn’t even give you the time 

of day, because they said, “This guy’s going to be here six months and he’s gone,” because the 

majority of people were there less than eighteen months, and they didn’t even pay any attention 

to you. So it took about three years before people started letting me into their house, but then 

after three years, that church really began to change, and it’s just investing your life in people 

and after—and what I—what we did while we were there, our church was giving more money 

than they’d ever given. Basically, old people. My kids, they were the only children in the church 

,and I came in one day—this is funny. Sarah was up on the stage dancing and Garrett was 

singing ‘All My Exes Live in Texas’ on the microphone to the eighty year people out there who 

were just going on. I’m thinking, Lord, they’re trying to get me fired. [Laughter] Anyway, it was 

a very good experience, and then after I left there in ’94, that church—they had saved enough 

money to hire a guy fulltime to live on the church, live in the community. He stayed there for 

four or five years. I told them, you pay his way to seminary and you make him live here, and 

then you will have somebody in this community. That’s really what they needed, to be a part of 

the community. They were setting records for Sunday school enrollment. They had youth 

ministry. They’re still very active in that.  

 

AW:  

That’s cool. That’s got to make you feel good.  

 

JI:  

But it took a long time to change the mentality in the community.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, but that’s got to make you feel good. That’s an accomplishment.  

 

JI:  

Yeah, that was an accomplishment.  

 

AW:  

So why did you leave?  

 

JI:  

So this is another thing. A friend called me an iconoclast, so that’s probably me.  
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AW:  

You’ve read the book about the iconoclast? The guy that wrote the iconoclast newspaper in 

Waco and was assassinated by a true believer in the pageant church because he wasn’t an 

iconoclast.  

 

JI:  

So you know, really, I have a good friend of mine. He’s a minister too, but he’s a family 

counselor in Knoxville, Tennessee, and I preached his—he and I—he was a—we met my first 

week at seminary and we just became fast friends. We still visit them consistently, and he would 

introduce me to a lot of new concepts all the time. Things that you just didn’t—in West Texas, 

really, our religious mindset is pretty homogenous regardless of which domination you’re in. I 

mean, even down to the—even the Catholics in this area are more like we are than they are in a 

lot of other places.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, sprinkling and dunking are about the only difference. [Laughs]  

 

JI:  

Yeah, exactly. So he exposed me to a lot of different things, and then I pastored that church for 

seven years, and I wondered, how do people get to be eighty years old, come to church every 

day, and they don’t know anything in the Bible? How is that? How do—why is it that socially—I 

mean the church is supposed to be a reformative agent in society—why is it, in society, do you 

find divorce at a higher rate within the church than you do outside the church? Why is it that you 

find social ills as they are inside the church at a level greater than they are outside the church? 

And how is it that you can sit by somebody in Sunday school for fifty years, and then one day, 

when their wife doesn’t show up they say, “Where’s so-and-so?”, “Oh, we got a divorce.” And 

you not know that. I need to respond to this right quick.  

 

AW:  

Sure. Let me just put a pause on this then. Are you talking or texting?  

 

JI:  

I’m texting.  

 

AW:  

Oh okay. Good. I’ll just leave it running then.  

 

JI:  

So but anyway, I began to think about that, and I preach the sermons. I couldn’t remember what I 

preach from week to week, and so I began to read. I tell you, John Wesley was one of the guys 
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that I began to read, and John Wesley, his experiences—my personal experiences parallel a lot of 

his personal experiences, and not only him, but there were other people and I began to look at 

their lives and what God was doing with them, so it was just—and this is my personal opinion. I 

don’t ask other people to do this. This is what God’s called me to do, but the problem that we 

have in most of this is that religion has overtaken Christianity.  

 

AW:  

It’s become an organization and not a belief.  

 

JI:  

Yes, and organizations are organizations, and organizations can’t be saved, and organizations 

can’t be lost.  

 

AW:  

I had an epiphany when Enron—right after Enron. You know the big debacle. Falling on the 

heels of that was the big debacle in the Catholic Church about pedophilia and them covering up, 

and I saw a press release from the Catholic Church, and if you’d have marked that out and put 

Enron, it was the exact same spin. I’ve got—I mean, I grew up in Slaton, which is a pretty 

Catholic town and I’ve got lots of Catholic friends, so I don’t have anything against Catholics.  

 

JI:  

Yes, I do too.  

 

AW:  

But I saw that church, public relations thing, and it was—which was different? It was really, kind 

of a shock.  

 

JI:  

When you read scripture and you read what Jesus taught, Jesus says—James and John always 

said, how do we get to be first here? Jesus said, guys, you got to get your head on straight here. 

We’re not going to do things in the Kingdom like it’s done in the world. He said, if you are going 

to be first in this Kingdom, you’ve got to be last. Yet, in every—like in Southern Baptist life, the 

pastor rules the roost and that’s not the way it’s. The same is true in Methodist churches to a 

certain degree. The bishop rules the roost.  

 

AW:  

Yeah. We just move our preachers around a lot more, so they didn’t get to—  

 

JI:  

That’s so that nobody establishes enough political connections to challenge the bishop. But when 
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you look at all this, Jesus, the Son of God, if he wanted to pastor a church with eleven hundred 

people, he would have done that. He gathered around him twelve guys and he spent time with 

three of them, and I pastor a little church with twenty people and I couldn’t—there’s no way. 

There’s not enough hours in the day to do what you need to do for twenty people. So when I was 

studying my archaeology, I did a lot of studies in Jewish studies too, just because those were 

things in that PhD degree. You see that the Jews had organizations set up. Even in the times of 

Christ, the— Levi, he had ten people. That was all. He ministered those ten guys, heads of 

families, and they actually ministered to their family. He was a pastor over ten. The same 

hierarchy that was set up in Exodus chapter sixteen or fifteen, wherever Moses with Jethro. 

Moses’ father-in-law comes to him and says, you’re killing yourself, here guy. You need to 

divide this responsibility up. So anyway, I read a book. This friend of mine exposed me to this 

book. It was written by—his name is Ralph Neighbour.  

 

AW:  

N-a-b-o-r?  

 

JI:  

N-e-i-g-h-b-o-u-r. Ralph Neighbour. Anyway, he had been the executive director for the Baptist 

General Convention of Texas Evangelism Department. Downtown Dallas is where his office 

was, and he said at lunch, he would go and he would just walk around downtown Dallas. You 

see all kinds of stuff going on. So he said he walked into a bar one day just to sit down and talk 

to people and he got to talking to people about God, and he said the people just talked to him 

about God all day long, but they didn’t know anything. He said he came to see that they didn’t 

hate God. They hated the church, and they hated the people in the church, and he said all they 

could do in the bar was sit around and pool their ignorance.  

 

AW:  

[Laughter] That’s great. I’m going to write that down, that’s a good—  

 

JI:  

So when I pastored that little church in German, I would drive around and visit people and 

there’d be a lot of times, I would see these guys sitting out under a tree with a wild pig strung up. 

They’re cleaning the pig or something, you know? Or cleaning the deer if it’s deer season. 

Whatever. Drinking beer, talking to one another. Pulling their ignorance, and they would talk 

about God, and all of these things began to—Ralph Neighbour, he developed the program. He 

said it was actually in the revivals of the fifties. The Baptist General Convention of Texas 

Sunday School Department did a study and they said if you want to grow a church, here’s how 

you grow. When the Sunday school class gets more than ten people in it, you have to divide 

because you can’t—you get more than ten people, there’s no—there can be no intimacy in 

relationships. So he developed this strategy. It’s called cell church, where he said it’s like a 
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living organism. The cell grows. It gets to be so big, it divides. It gets grown so big, so it divides. 

Really, when I was at seminary, and I was there for twelve years, and I kept running across these 

guys who come to seminary basically to fulfill something that they felt was going on in their 

heart. The relationship that they have with God. I’ve got to go do something for God. Got to go 

do something for God. What can I do for God? Can’t sing, got to go preach. You know what I 

mean?  

 

AW:  

Um-hm.  

 

JI:  

So whatever it is that God’s calling them to do, they fit what’s going on in here with the structure 

within organization. Then these PhD guys, these were guys that would go out and get their 

degree, go out and pastor church and in six months, get fired from their first church. And so, now 

what do they do? You get fired from your first church, now what do you do? They have to come 

back and get a PhD so that you can get a fresh start. So I kept seeing this stuff and the problem 

was they’re trying to fit the call that God’s put on their heart with the system and they keep 

getting kicked in the teeth. And then once that happens within this organization, especially 

Southern Baptist, if they got a divorce, if their wife couldn’t handle the stress and they got a 

divorce, then you’re shot. That’s it. Good friend of mine. I’m going to show you something. I’ll 

bring it to you. A good friend of mine, he was a missionary. That’s Sarah and me.  

 

AW:  

Oh really? That’s a great photograph. So how old was she at that—three? Four?  

 

JI:  

She was three years old. So the lady that took this photograph was the wife of a good—  

 

AW:  

That is a nice photograph too.  

 

JI:  

She was a professional photographer.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, that is a really nice photograph.  

 

JI:  

She used that photograph in her portfolio that she took around to people. I think about this a lot. 

He was a missionary. She was his wife. He came to seminary, spent all this time, and she 
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couldn’t handle the missionary life and so they got a divorce, and I met him again about fourteen 

or fifteen years later here in Idalou. He pastored the church at Idalou for a little while, and so I 

met him. What happens is, once that happens, you’re shot and you have to—I see a lot of guys 

that I went to seminary with who are now Methodist or Presbyterian because they don’t have 

quite the same stipulations, but the point is—so this is how I got to do this. In 1994, this is a 

combination of all these things. I’m saying the system that we are in is not right. Jesus said don’t 

do this. Don’t do what the Pharisees are doing, which is what we do. Don’t have that mindset. 

We’re not working that way and I ran across this system. I said here’s a system. Ralph 

Neighbour’s got this thing, cell church, where you can get out of the system and if a guy is called 

to be a pastor, you don’t have to quit what you’re doing and go off to school for four years and 

interrupt your family and interrupt your life and kill everything that God’s growing in you and 

make you fit that. You can be a pastor anywhere. Just a guy who cares for God’s sheep, that’s all 

it is, and it’s not a title. It’s a gift. Jesus said, “My burden is easy and the load is light.” And it is. 

Once you start doing this, you don’t have to go look for people. They find you. The next thing 

you know—so I’m sitting here, how do I—my grandfather was a Baptist preacher, he’s got three 

grandsons. All of us were ministers at that time.  

 

AW:  

Really?  

 

JI:  

Yeah. So I thought the most difficult thing I would have to do was tell my grandfather that this 

was what’s going to happen. That wasn’t the hardest thing I was going to do. Anyway, we came 

back to Fort Worth. I had an excuse. Came back from Fort Worth here because my wife’s father 

passed away, and I needed to be here with the family. Really, I needed to do that. My children, 

Garrett and Sarah, did not know my wife’s father at all, because we were—seven days a week—

that’s where we were. We lived in Fort Worth. On the weekends, we were out there. They never 

got to spend any time with them, and I really didn’t want them to miss my father or their 

grandmothers. We got to get back closer to the family. I was going to go back and be a county 

agent because that was the closest thing in the secular world that I thought, to a pastor. That’s 

exactly what you were. Police officer, same thing. There are a lot of different vocations that we 

have in this world where that— 

 

AW:  

I write songs and to me, it’s the same thing. You’ve got to be true.  

 

JI:  

Mine’s—there’s a lot of things that do—and it’s easy. That’s easy. Explaining it to people is a 

difficult thing. So anyway, I came back and I had really no intention of going back into a church, 

but when I got here—the little church at Idalou, the First Baptist Church at Idalou, they had a 
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guy there who was a fantastic pastor. He was a very poor preacher. I say poor. I mean, he would 

deliver good sermons, but that wasn’t his passion. His passion was being with people.  

 

AW:  

In fact, in my experience, if they were really good in the pulpit, they probably weren’t as good.  

 

JI:  

That’s right because they really didn’t care. This is what I have to do for the job, but what I 

really want to do is spend my time with the people or if they were a good preacher, then people 

were always complaining that they don’t ever spend any time with me because— 

 

AW:  

Remind me to tell you the story about Red Stegall and the pulpit here in just a minute.  

 

JI:  

Okay, I will. I mean, you can tell me right now if you want to.  

 

AW:  

Well Red Stegall, I’ve known Red for a long time. We’ve done projects together and I wrote a 

play for him and he’s recorded some of my songs, and I’m a political liberal on a lot of social 

issues, but I’m real conservative on physical issues and Red’s real conservative on a lot of things, 

but he’s pretty liberal on certain things and we always have these great conversations. So we’re 

talking one day and Red said, “You know, and I was pastoring a church.” I said, “Red.” Because 

Red wrote these great hits. “Here We Go Again,” Ray Charles. That bought Red his ranch. He 

wrote “Lone Star Bear” and Bob Will’s music. He wrote all these country songs and I said, “You 

pastored a church? What? Tell me about that.” He said, “Well, it’s something I just felt called to 

do.” I said, “Well why did you get out of it?” He said, “Well, I was standing up in the pulpit.” It 

was up at Fritch or a where he grew up, a little town in the Panhandle. He said, “I was in the 

pulpit and I was giving the fire and brimstone and I was in my glory, and I could look out there 

and see those people and they were nodding and they were giving me the Amen.” He said, “And 

all of a sudden, I realized that what I wanted to do more than anything was stand in the pulpit 

and be the preacher delivering the sermon, but I didn’t—that was it. I quit the next day. I need to 

be doing music. If I want to get the adulation of the people, I need to do something different.” 

I’ve thought about that ever since.  

 

JI:  

Let me tell you. This thing right here, that thing, is what I see is the danger in the system that we 

set up. That’s just what the Lord—  
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AW:  

Because if he hadn’t quit, he’d be head of one of these mega-churches someplace. He saw that, 

and so I’m real proud of him.  

 

JI:  

I’m glad to hear you say that because this really makes me wonder about this. I see people 

want—the Lord speaks to them, says what you’re doing is not right. You don’t need to be doing 

that, but they can’t give that up. People, when they find out that you are a pastor, people give you 

authority and recognition that you do not deserve simply because of a title, and I need to tell to 

you. Jesus said that our church of Christ—don’t let anybody ever call you ‘Father’ because 

there’s only one Father and that’s God. And yet, and his point was, his point was, is the same 

thing about ‘Master’ or ‘Rabbi.’ You don’t ask for that. I have friends now who—we do home 

fellowship, but people that are with me, they’re gifted as pastors, they just pastor people. But we 

don’t have any titles, and we don’t have any salaries, we don’t have anything else. You just go 

do what you have to do and people show up. People just come to them. So that’s how I got—

that’s why I’m not doing that anymore. People always ask you, well, are you—I tell them I did 

this—“Well, are you a pastor?” I said, “All the time.” That’s what I do.  

 

AW:  

Yeah. My friend, Andy Hedges, who’s a musician, we play together a lot—  

 

JI:  

So—  

 

AW:  

His dad, Ronnie, they’re primitive Baptists, grew up like that, except Andy Hedges is the only 

primitive Baptist I’ve ever known that couldn’t sing shape notes.  

 

JI:  

It’s like Church of Christ people. Sing like crazy, play musical instruments, except when you go 

to the church.  

 

AW:  

I know it. Yeah, it’s just crazy.  

 

JI:  

So you said this a while ago. You write songs. Your name is familiar.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, well I write music and plays, and my distant uncle on my father’s side, my father’s mother 
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side, was Charlie Goodnight and I started writing about him because I’d grown up knowing 

about him as a little kid. And I wound up writing a play for Barry Corban where he portrays 

Goodnight and so I’ve just done—and I went through two big careers. I was a policeman for 

twelve years. I retired as a lieutenant with this really great department up in Colorado, and then I 

spent ten years in business because I thought stupidly that I could—because I’d always been in 

government service. I mean, other than chopping cotton or working at the grocery store, I’d been 

a policeman. I thought, I’ll go to work in business and earn some money so I can write music, 

which is what I wanted to do since I was a little bitty kid. And I found out the truth of the matter 

is whatever you earn in America, pretty much, you spend that plus ten percent even when you 

make a lot of money. I had one or two really good years in the investment banking business. I 

have employees. I have a business. So finally, in my early forties, I just quit, and I became a folk 

singer and went to doing what I should’ve been doing right from the start.  

 

JI:  

And you find it, it comes to you very easily?  

 

AW:  

Well it’s—there is a great book called The Gift: An Erotic History of Property. Arrows as 

opposed to logos. It’s about the whole notion of gift in human culture, which is the rules of gift 

are essentially the same anytime we look in the past or in current cultures. You can’t earn it. You 

can’t ask for it. You don’t deserve it. It comes unbidden and you don’t have to take it, but if you 

take it, you got to husband it. You got to give it away. You can’t make a profit from it. So once I 

realized that I had a gift to write music and write words and write plays, and I started doing that 

for a living instead of being a cop, I was a good cop. I moved up in ranks and I was good in 

business, but I wasn’t good in the life at either one of those things. I didn’t have a colleague to 

meet at church, because my experience was—now, the Methodist Church was a lot more 

forgiving. For one thing, when I was a kid growing up, we didn’t call our preachers ‘pastor.’ You 

would talk about them preaching or pastoring, but you called them ‘brother.’ We didn’t have any 

sisters, but you called him ‘brother.’ You’d have brother so-and-so over for dinner, and so we 

had—it was a little bit easier, but still, trying to reconcile all that with—especially, in the years 

when I was in police work in the sixties and seventies, it was an interesting thing. When you’re a 

cop, the intoxicating thing about the power of a policeman is not the gun. It’s not the badge. It’s 

that in your town, you know who are the good guys, and who are the bad guys, and you found 

out that a lot of the bad guys, I mean the pimps, and the whores, and the crooks, and thieves, 

there were a lot of those who were really good people. They were just doing bad things and then 

you found out there were a whole lot of those people who were the preachers, and the council 

people, and the bankers that were really not very good people and it was a confusion to a kid that 

had grown up thinking, kind of like—  
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JI:  

Right is right and wrong is wrong and there’s a separation.  

 

AW:  

Right. Exactly. And that if you do right, you’re going to prevail and then you get in that line of 

work and go, whoa it’s not quite what I had been told. So it makes you have to stop and think, 

and you’ve got to get your drift somewhere. You’ve got to quit drifting and hang onto something 

and for me, it was doing work that I could do. Quite honestly, part of that is stories. Stories are 

one of the most important things we do as human beings.  

 

JI:  

Very important.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, and so I got this cool job where I actually get money to come out and listen to you tell 

your story. [Laughter] At least for right now, I’ve got health insurance doing that. Who knows? 

So that’s interesting. So you have your fast string still in this tin sort of idea. The cellular sort of 

idea, but you come back to agriculture.  

 

JI:  

Yeah. So I get involved. I remember it was like the last two or three weeks I was in Fort Worth, 

Delaney—his first name’s escaping me right now, but down at Lamesa, he was—and I didn’t 

know anything about this at the time, but he was building a tasting room, a winery tasting room, 

in Grapevine right on 1-21 on the west side of DFW [Dallas Fort Worth]. So I was working the 

landscaping department. I was going back and forth to the greenhouses at Plano. We were 

picking up stuff. We were planting a lot of plants on seminary property and stuff, and one of my 

responsibilities was to go out there and get stuff. There was a young lady that was working with 

me. She was a—she had been a basketball coach in Arkansas. She came to seminary. One of the 

few girls at Southwestern Seminary Baptist. Actually let her get a degree in theology, and she 

wanted to go be a missionary. She had been a missionary journeyman in Gambia, Africa, and she 

wanted to go back and do that. Came and was getting a theology degree. She was going to a 

Muslim country. She was about—that time—I’m trying to think how old I was. She was in her 

thirties, early thirties. Still single. Wasn’t married. So we were graduated about the same time. I 

can remember this one day we were driving by there and we discovered, that guy’s building a 

vineyard. I told her, said, “Man, I’d love—that would be—if I could do anything, I’d love to 

have a vineyard,” but I’m a Baptist preacher, number one, and so a vineyard’s out of the 

question. Being a Baptist preacher, I’d probably never be in any one place long enough to do 

that, or I just didn’t think that would happen. So when I come out here, my experience when I 

came out—I left Fort Worth. A guy told me, he was the vice president for financial affairs at 

Southwestern Seminary, told me—this was in 1994, so the economy was not doing very well 
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again. He said, “You’re foolish. You won’t find any work out there.” So I came out here, went in 

an experiment station because I knew some of the people because they were still some of the 

administrative staff were still there. They changed directors and so forth, and so when I went in 

to interview, I’d already talked to Mr. Gunner and Dr. Crawford, who were—they were retired 

by now, but they put in good word for me, and so I went up there and I let the guy—the guy who 

was in charge of this area, gave him my resume and he didn’t have anything that day. On my 

way out, Dr. John Abernathy was sitting in his office and I just said hello, and he and I had 

worked together when I was county agent, and he was just a specialist, before he became director 

out there. In the eighties, we had done some weed projects out on cotton farms in Bailey County. 

He said, “What are you doing here?” I stepped in and said hello, and said I was about to come 

back, and I was looking for a job and I handed him my resume. He said, I got a job today if you 

want it.  

 

AW:  

[Laughs] That’s good timing.  

 

JI:  

I said, “What is it?” He said, “Doing the wine grape research.” So that’s how that job came to be. 

Barbara and I had both quit our jobs in Fort Worth with nothing out here to go to, and so she was 

still there wrapping up the kids. We had to stay there until they got out of school and I came out 

here and just did that, and the first day I get here, I’ve got a job. Now, the bad thing was it was 

starting at the same salary I had quit ten years earlier when I didn’t have any kids, but they had 

promised me, well in two years, Dr. Lop was going to retire and you could be moving to a 

research associate degree, which a position with that gave me a year and a half to learn what was 

going on, learn the program, and then the salary for that was substantially higher than what I had 

there. Almost double. Because I had a master’s degree—I had two master’s degrees actually by 

that time, so the education requirements were met, and so forth. But anyway, that never panned 

out that way, but I did get that job and I used to think, man, I can’t believe—I’d drive to work 

every morning—I can’t believe somebody pays me to do this. You know?  

 

AW:  

Yeah. That’s the way I feel about this.  

 

JI:  

I’m going to work doing the thing that I find to be what is my passion, and that was work the 

grapes. So now this other thing, when I’d get to my office—I never knew when I’d get to my 

office at eight o’clock in the morning, there’s liable to be somebody in there who wants to talk 

about God, because they knew my background and so there would be people. People would find 

me. They would seek me out because they wanted to talk about—they had some issue that they 

wanted to discuss with me. There was a man, one of the old grape farmers in this area, who 
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would come. I still—I talked to him two nights ago, but he wanted to know if we escaped the 

hail. He would call m,e and he would come spend the day with me in the vineyard just because 

he wanted to talk about God. Had a guy up in White Deer, who was off one day a month. He 

would come, in the summertime, would come to spend the day with me in the vineyard. He was 

a former Catholic monk. He wanted to come talk to me. He wanted to spend time in the 

vineyard, but what he wanted to really do is talk about God. That’s what he wanted to do, and so 

I’m sitting her like, I cannot believe that I’m getting paid by the state of Texas to stand in the 

vineyard and talk about God. [Laughter] You know what I mean?  

 

AW:  

Yeah.  

 

JI:  

It was incredible. Now again, my wife, bless her heart. She’s an administrator so she is looking. 

She said, “Have you seen the check? Have you seen the checking account?”, “Yeah, yeah, yeah I 

know, I know.”, “Well what do you think about that? I know that I got this job because God sent 

me here, and he’s not done with me. He keeps—things keep happening.” She said, “Well, you 

need to think about that.” Again, she pays attention to what’s going on so she said, “You just 

watch it.” And so eventually, there were—led to other things. The political climate became very 

difficult there. Dr. Lop retired. There was some turmoil within the horticulture department and 

the chemistry department, Texas Tech. There were some things. That wine grape thing was a 

split thing between A&M and Tech and there was a lot of stuff going on that nobody knew 

exactly what was going on, and so the funding didn’t keep coming. They didn’t replace the 

professor. They didn’t follow through with my position. So I was working, and the resources just 

kept doing. Now, I’m doing the same thing that three of us used to do, and it’s just me, and I 

have a technician salary. Eventually, it just came to the point where—actually a job opening 

came up again and it’s kind of the same thing, just unbelievable what happened. After that, kind 

of get on the right path, but financially, that next job is what put me on the path to be able to do 

this.  

 

AW:  

Is that when you travelled all that time in the Orient?  

 

JI:  

Spent all that time in China.  

 

AW:  

I’ll say for the tape here, Jim just fixed some really good black tea. Someone, I guess, an 

associate sends you primo stuff. I hope your grapes are as good.  
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JI:  

He’s a tea connoisseur. He gave me some tea one time, but I’m pretty sure the container cost two 

or three hundred dollars. The tea, he said, “All this tea is three or four hundred dollars a pound. 

Don’t worry about it. It’s a small thing.” [Laughter] It’s kind of you to tell me. Just really nice. 

You want some more?  

 

AW:  

No. I do, but I’ve got to drive back.  

 

JI:  

You need to go to the restroom or anything?  

 

AW:  

No, it’ll catch up to me, I know it, at some point.  

 

JI:  

All right. Anyway, I went to work with Triumph Seed Company over in Ralls as the assistant 

sunflower breeder, worked with a guy breeding sunflowers. And then, Terry Hart was the 

international manager. Well actually, what happened, I interviewed out at their—with the view to 

take the international position, and the boss, the guy who owned the company, called me and 

said, “I need you to meet me. Can you meet me in Idalou, and we’ll talk about this.” A friend of 

mine who had told me about this job, he said, “He’s going to offer you that job today.” And so I 

called Barbara and told her. I said, “He’s going to offer me that job and what do you want to see 

me make?” She said, “This is what you need to be making. We got to have this.” So when I met 

him at the Dairy Queen in Idalou that afternoon, he bought me a glass of tea, and said, “I came 

here today with the intention to offer you this job, but something’s happened in the meantime 

and the guy that I originally offered it to at the company—he had turned it down initially and 

that’s why you interviewed. Well, he came back today and he said he’d take it.” This guy was a 

businessman, and so when he told me that, he was watching my eyes to see what is his reaction 

going to be when this happens, and so I told him, I said, “Well I appreciate you telling me that. 

and it’s probably a good thing because what’s happened with me is—I know—if I’m not 

supposed to be someplace, God will close the door, and I don’t want to be there and you 

wouldn’t want me there. And so he looked at me and you could see—and I had never met the 

man, knew nothing about this company, but I’d had an experience about two weeks earlier where 

a guy told me about a friend of his in the seed business and so forth and so on, and I just—and he 

told me what his name was, and I remembered the name and I said, his name wouldn’t be Terry 

Hart, would it? And this guy, he just looked at me and he said, “Do you know Terry?” I said, 

“Never met him,” but that’s who it was. He said, “Well, I’ll keep you in mind. If anything else 

comes up, I’ll keep you in mind.” So a year later, this position that I got came open at that 

company. Of course, Barbara, my wife said, “You really need to keep calling this guy. Keep on  
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this guy.” When that came open, then I took this other job and again, this is the wisdom of the 

Lord because if I had taken that international position then, because I had no experience in the 

seed business, I would’ve been a miserable failure. When I came back and did the sunflower 

breeding, and I learned about the seed business because I worked with all the breeders and 

learned what the seed business was about, then five years later, Terry Hart developed brain 

cancer and eventually, he died in year six. But they had a sunflower conference in China, and 

because I had some international travel experience and had been overseas, done some other 

things, they asked me to go do that, and so I went and did that. I did that in September. In 

October, they offered me the job. Terry just couldn’t travel anymore, and so then we developed 

the sunflower business in China. This guy that gave me this tea, when I first met him he was a—

I’d call him kind of a midlevel government employee at the time making the equivalent of about 

thirty thousand dollars a year, living in government housing. He was the manager of a sunflower 

department of a seed company, and the second year I went over there, he said, “I need you to 

come visit with me for a while.” He laid out this business plan. He said, “Do you think this will 

work?” And I said, “Yeah. It will work.” He said, “Do you think your company would be willing 

to take a chance with me and supply me with the seed?” Of course, my boss was—he’s a very 

good businessman. He’d done a lot of international business, and he hadn’t lost any money. 

That’ll be the kicker to this, but he agreed to selling some seed that first year and so we started a 

relationship, and then that guy’s business—so eight years later, Dal Eggers Sciences, who bought 

us, analyzed his business in China because they were looking at making him partner, and he was 

making about fifty-five million dollars a year. [Laughter] He went from making thirty thousand 

to he’s a multi-millionaire. One year, he flew my—I had to go on business, but he flew Barbara 

there first class, put her up in a spa for a week so that she could be there with us while we 

worked.  

 

AW:  

Amazing. That is really interesting. I’m sure he has given you an insight into what’s happening 

with China.  

 

JI:  

Well he and I, there were—I travelled with him and his crew for eight years. We were over 

there—I was over there three and four weeks at a time when we travelled together, and we 

developed the sunflower business. Our company, a little company in Ralls, had thirty percent 

market share in China at one time in sunflowers.  

 

AW:  

Wow. That’s phenomenal. I had no idea.  

 

JI:  

Yeah. A lot of people didn’t. Even the Chinese government didn’t really understand how big it 
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was because if they had, they would’ve shut us down. I got to go places. I’m the only foreigner 

people saw, much less American. The thing I learned about China is that the Chinese people love 

Americans and they, of all the places I traveled in the world, I feel more at home there than 

anywhere else. The Mongolians, you talk about music.  

 

AW:  

Oh, yeah. And dance.  

 

JI:  

If I go back, when I go to Mongolia, these people—I mean, I have to be a Mongolian with them 

because their music. They play the two-string violin. I don’t know if you have ever heard them 

play that two string violin, but they play songs that sound like orange blossom. In orange 

blossom especially, you can hear a train. When those guys play those two string violins with the 

horsehead on them, you can hear the wind through the grassland in Mongolia. You can hear the 

horses running. You can hear—and I would tell this, and they would say, oh, you are a 

Mongolian. I said, no, not really.  

 

AW:  

If you think about—we are pretty proud of our horse culture here in America.  

 

JI:  

One day I’m out there, and a safety officer in the U.S. would go ballistic, because we’re out there 

and I see this little boy. He’s probably three, maybe three. He’s sitting on the back of one of 

those little short statured Mongolian ponies with a handful of mane, and he’s running across this 

grassland probably doing twenty miles an hour just full out on this little horse, and he looks like 

he is glued there. His legs. He’s not—I don’t know what he is holding on with, that’s where he 

was born to be. You see that. I remember the first time I stood on the Great Wall, I said, 

Mongolians must have been mean motor scooters, because first of all, they had to get up this 

mountain, and then they came over that wall. [Laughter] I don’t know who was behind them, but 

whatever was in front of them wasn’t near as bad as what was behind them.  

 

AW:  

And they were mean enough that somebody would spend all that time and money to build that 

wall.  

 

JI:  

Man. I tell you, that was incredible.  

 

AW:  

So do you still work for that?  
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JI:  

Well, the company’s been sold twice. The company was sold to Dal Eggers Sciences and Dal’s 

has completely different structure. They have regional commercial units in the world so they 

didn’t need an international person, but we had such a large market share, they couldn’t do away 

with me, so for five or six years, we did that. I’d come to the point again where that was just too 

much stress. But another company, CPS, Crop Production Services, bought us. The sorghum 

side, and so I thought I was safe because I did sunflower and sorghum for Dal, but the night 

before the sale, they called me and said, “Oh by the way, when this company sells tomorrow, 

you’re going with them.” So CPS bought me. I came with the sale as the sorghum manager, and 

so I don’t travel to China anymore, which that’s great. I’ve got two—now, I have three 

grandchildren. I’m finding grandchildren are much better than—  

 

AW:  

Yeah. The old joke about you should’ve had them first is really pretty accurate.  

 

JI:  

I mean, and Sarah’s little girl, she’s incredible.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, because she’s just little tiny, right?  

 

JI:  

Yeah. She reminds me a lot of Sarah. Her little boy does too, but Sarah’s—let me find her. Her 

little boy, Sarah asked me one day, she said, “Will he just ever sit down and be still and let me 

hug him?” Because he’s just a perpetual motion machine.  

 

AW:  

How old is he?  

 

JI:  

He’s five.  

 

AW:  

My grandson is five and I’ll tell you it’s the same way. He will stop. He’ll give you a hug, but 

then [snaps] bam. It’s gone.  

 

JI:  

Yeah, but I told her. She said, “Will he ever just sit still?” I said, “I don’t know. Go over there 

and look in the mirror and tell me what you think because that is you. He’s you.” That’s her little 

girl.  



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
38 

AW:  

Oh my goodness.  

 

JI:  

She,s got a head full of curly hair. She’s six months old.  

 

AW:  

Yeah. She’s sitting up good. She looks older.  

 

JI:  

She’s incredible. Anyway, so and I have to tell you this story and I don’t know. You may need to 

go or whatever.  

 

AW:  

No. I don’t leave until the story’s done.  

 

JI:  

So my older sister, she was a counselor too. She went to seminary as well because again, she 

hears the call, thinks, I’ve got to go do something for God. What can I do for God? Well I can’t 

preach because I’m woman. Can’t sing, must be a missionary. So she got to seminary and 

discovered that social work was her passion, and so she got her master’s degree in social work 

from Southwestern and then she went and got a master’s degree from social work from the 

University of Texas. So she still, now she’s in private practice in Lubbock, but at the first job 

that she had when Cheryl was just a little girl was working in child protective services, so the 

only time we were out here was at a holiday, which for child protective services was a tough 

time.  

 

AW:  

Sure, because that’s—I know from my days in police work, that’s when the tension builds up.  

 

JI:  

So we came home. We’re home two or three days, and Sarah was the only grandchild at that 

time, and so my older sister, who’d never married, she just—they just gravitated to one another, 

and Sarah took up with her. And so one day, we were there during Christmas and we’re 

supposed to have Christmas lunch together and Kathy, she got a phone call. She had to leave. So 

she came back, she said some guy had beat up his little daughter. Of course, Sarah, she hears 

this, and say, “What’s going on?”, “Well the guy’s an alcoholic,” and so forth and so on. So 

anyway, about—this was—we probably hadn’t been home a week or two. This is, again, God 

interrupting my thought process. We’d been home a week or so. It was probably at Thanksgiving 

because this was getting close to Christmas time, and they were advertising—you’ve seen these 
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Moen Champagne commercials where they have a Christmas party and people popping a bottle 

of Moen Champagne and pouring a glass. I’m sitting there on the couch. Sarah and I, sitting 

there watching TV, and this Moen commercial comes on. She said, “Daddy, what is that?” I said, 

“That’s champagne.” She says, “Do we have any of that?” I said, “No. We don’t drink that.”, 

“Well, why don’t we drink that?” I said, “Sarah, you remember—” I’m thinking, Okay here’s a 

good opportunity to set this child on a straight and narrow path. I said, “That’s wine. You 

remember when Kathy had to go get that little girl out of that house?”, “Yeah.” I said, “People 

that drink that, it makes them beat their children.” [AW Laughs] So, I’m telling you, three days 

later, we’re in Sunday school. Whatever. So I go pick Sarah up from Sunday school. She said, 

“Daddy, did Jesus drink wine?”  

 

AW:  

She got you. [Laughs]  

 

JI:  

So you know, I’m sitting here thinking, yes. So you know what the next question is?  

 

AW:  

Yeah. Did he beat his children?  

 

JI:  

Did Jesus beat little children? I’m sitting here thinking, Man. Because this is what we do when 

you stand here and you try to scare people into submission or into loving God or whatever. I’m 

thinking, I’m going to have to be a little bit more careful with this. And really God began to 

work on me about exactly what is the teaching on this. Not that [Inaudible 01:25:30]. I wanted to 

have a better answer the next time she asked me this question, but it was in the process of that, 

that I really began to see the difference between something that we do culturally and something 

that the scriptures say. In West Texas, my grandfather, and I didn’t know this at the time, and it 

wasn’t until years later that I found out the true story. He never even told a story to my mother 

and my aunt, his only two children. I asked him about this one day, and his father was an 

alcoholic in a family of alcoholics. Three brothers and they were—his father, my grandfather had 

three uncles and a father. They were all alcoholics. They all committed suicide. My mother 

didn’t know this. My aunt didn’t know this. I tried to tell them this later on and they didn’t 

believe me that I had heard this story, but my grandfather told me. He and his little sister were 

headed to school one day, and he said his father was drunk. He was having to take care of his 

little sister. They walked out the door of a half dugout down here in Mitchell County and were 

headed to school and he said he heard a gunshot, and he goes back, and his daddy’s got, he just 

killed himself and he’s dying, and so my grandfather holds his dying father. When my 

grandfather passed away at ninety-one, he told me, he said, “Alcohol has never touched my lips,” 

and he’s very proud of that. We grew up in that culture and it was a violent culture. I don’t think 



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
40 

we understand how violent it was out in this part of West Texas, and alcohol, and so you 

understand why churches took a stance on that, but it’s not scriptural. It’s one thing to take a 

stand culturally and say, okay, this is the position that we’re going to take, but if you drink 

alcohol, it doesn’t mean that you’ve lost your salvation.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, and then mixing the cultural and the political, as a policeman, it was completely clear that 

prohibition invented the mafia in America. That’s where it came to be. Also, watching—I’m not 

a drug user other than I do like tea and I do drink wine.  

 

JI:  

You do drink wine?  

 

AW:  

I love wine.  

 

JI:  

Would you like a glass?  

 

AW:  

Well, I’m driving the company wheels. I’ll pass.  

 

JI:  

A small glass?  

 

AW:  

A small glass. Okay, it’ll be good. But you know, what I saw in police work was that the money 

we spend on interdiction and on putting in jail the lowest rungs of the ladder, which didn’t fix 

anything for one thing, and we spent more money doing that than would have taken if we had 

spent a tenth of that money on education, and all those kinds of things would’ve had such a 

greater impact.  

 

JI:  

Exactly. Not only that, but if you tell the truth, the truth is a freeing thing.  

 

AW:  

Um-hm. I think that comes out of the good book.  

 

JI:  

Yes. So its taken a long time to get here, but the Lord has seen it. So Dr. Lipe taught me how to 
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make wine. [machine grinding 01:29:19] I’m a Baptist preacher who doesn’t know how to make 

wine and this is a two thousand--  

 

AW:  

Fifteen. I saw.  

 

JI:  

Two thousand fifteen.  

 

AW:  

And it’s a varietal? It’s all cab? 

 

JI:  

This is 95.5, so it’s 95% cabernet and five percent ruby cabernet.  

 

AW:  

Thank you.  

 

JI:  

I made this, and just a small bit, but it’s just for me and my friends.  

 

AW:  

So where do you do your—  

 

JI:  

Winemaking?  

 

AW:  

Yeah.  

 

JI:  

In the barn. The laws have changed, so you can make stuff for your own consumption.  

 

AW:  

So do you then—do you have a steady buyer for your grapes?  

 

JI:  

Yes. Yeah, we have one buyer. We’ve had—it’s been same buyer for the whole time. We’ve 

been selling grapes since 2008 was our first crop, and it was just small, but Messina Hof Winery 

out of college station buys our grapes and we’ve had a contract with them. This is—2017 is the 
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last year on this contract, and after that, we may begin to look around, but Paul’s developed a lot 

of our varieties, so he’ll have first shot at everything.   

 

AW:  

That’s cool. That’s very cool. I told you—I think I told you, I may have been telling your son 

Garrett, but my father worked for Anderson Clayton in the fifties. They brought a scientist up to 

Lubbock because they wanted to explore grape production for wine on the Southern Plains, and 

they were all excited about it, but of course, the laws, especially on the investment side of who 

owned what were completely impossible, and so it never came to bare. While I was in Colorado, 

Llano got started, but one of my dad’s best friends—in fact, the first church experience that I 

really remember other than being a little kid, was when we moved to Lubbock and we joined 

First Methodist Church, and that’s where we met Harrold Harriger, a lawyer, and his wife Becky. 

Harold was one of the first investors, so we came back and there was a wine industry. It was 

very, very interesting.  

 

JI:  

I’m going to go to the restroom right quick. You need the restroom?  

 

AW:  

Sure. In a moment, I will.  

 

JI:  

There’s a restroom in that room or there’s one right here.  

 

AW:  

Okay. I’ll just put this on pause while we pause. [pause in recording] We were talking about the 

playa lake that I can look out the window and see.  

 

JI:  

So they felt that—a lot of the people—there’s two or three stories here, but the Quakers –  

 

AW:  

That’s good.  

 

JI:  

Thank you.  

 

AW:  

That is really good. That’s got a nice—I don’t want to sound like one of those hoity-toity—but 

this is a little more fruit than a typical cab, yet it’s still got the dry edge. I don’t know how you 
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did that. The grape?  

 

JI:  

Climate.  

 

AW:  

The terroir.  

 

JI:  

Exactly. This is exactly what it is.  

 

AW:  

This is good. 

 

JI:  

I’ll tell you a story about that too if you’ve got time.  

 

AW:  

I’ve got time.  

 

JI:  

Anyway, the Quakers who settled this, they settled ninety sections of land right here. Basically, 

ten square miles that they settled right here. They planted the first vineyards in West Texas here.  

 

AW:  

I didn’t know that.  

 

JI:  

Yeah, there’s a book. It’s written about this community. I’ve got here somewhere. I don’t know 

where it is, but they talked about all the stuff that they planted. You can still see one of the old 

wind rows is right over here. It’s just a row of trees that they planted in. It’s Osage orange that is 

around here, part of this site. The town site, there’s two of these playa lakes here, and they felt 

that they probably did that so that they would have surface water at a pretty steady supply, but 

they built a well, and it’s off up here somewhere.  

 

AW:  

Hand dug, I’m sure.  

 

 

 



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
44 

JI:  

Yeah, you know how deep it was to water at that time?  

 

AW:  

No.  

 

JI:  

Eighty-eight feet.  

 

AW:  

Wow.  

 

JI:  

So right now, my well’s static water is one hundred and ninety eight, so only just more than 

double. We still have a lot of water right here. 

 

AW:  

That’s good to know because there are a lot of places out here that—  

 

JI:  

I know. A lot of places don’t.  

 

AW:  

Yeah. This is great. I hate to say this, but I’ve been drinking Malbec when I can find it, because 

to me, it’s more similar to this. It’s got some fruit, some grape taste, but still is not real— 

 

JI:  

Can you see? My wine is unfiltered so you see that in the bottom? Well Andy, I’ll send you 

home with a bottle of Malbec.  

 

AW:  

That is yours?  

 

JI:  

Yeah, it’s better than this.  

 

AW:  

Really? Well don’t give me all your stuff.  

 



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
45 

JI:  

No. It’s not. I’ve got—it’s what I do. It’s what I do. It’s made from a friend of ours’ vineyard. He 

lives over here at the Becton community. Anyway, back to the story about the house, when this 

house was built—my wife designed this house, so she spent two years looking at house plans, 

and she could never find anything like she really wanted so she found a basic plan and she said if 

this room were bigger, if that room was bigger, if this was bigger. So she kind of had in her mind 

what she wanted, and then she began to look for builders. I don’t know if you know about West 

Texas homebuilders, but Larry Driscoll is the guy that built this house. The first night that we 

went to meet him, it was during the parade of homes—summer parade of homes. That’d have 

been 2007, probably when that was. So we go to meet Larry to talk with him about building a 

home. So we’re touring his house that he’s built and you know how they stage them and have 

stuff, and so in one of the little, like a mug room, they had a coat and some stuff hung up, and 

there was this flight suit and the flight suit—Larry Driscoll was a U-2 pilot.  

 

AW:  

I didn’t know that.  

 

JI:  

And so he had his U-2 logo on the sleeve of that and also that rang a bell. When I was working at 

the experiment station, dealing with the wine grapes, there was a guy that was a—he was retiring 

from the air force and wanted to know about planting a vineyard up on his family’s land North 

near Amarillo. Barbara said, “What’d you tell them?” I said, I told him, “You’d be foolish to do 

that.” [Laughter] And so in the conversation, I said, “Did you ever call somebody at the 

experiment station and ask them about planting a vineyard?” He said, “Yeah. How’d you know 

that?” I said, “Well, I was the one.” He said, “Well, you told me not to do it. I’m so glad you told 

me not to do it. I’m really enjoying homebuilding.” And I said, “Well I’m going to ask you to 

build a house at the vineyard.” [Laughter] 

 

AW:  

Yeah. Well, a vineyard in Amarillo is different than a vineyard here.  

 

JI:  

Well it could—there’s some advantages to that as opposed to here, except he was off the cap. 

Was over to East and we get into disease problems, would’ve been what would have caused 

problems for him.  

 

AW:  

I was just thinking about that dotted line at Plainview where the weather changes.  
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JI:  

Well the dotted line is—  

 

AW:  

Moving now.  

 

JI:  

Five ninety four, which is up here at Abernathy, you know, that runs across there at Abernathy? 

At Highway 54. We had a vineyard at Lubbock and the vineyard at halfway, the bud break in 

those, forty-five miles apart, but the average bud break was 14 days difference.  

 

AW:  

Wow. I’ve got to remember to ask you a question related to that when we get time for it. That’s 

really interesting about him.  

 

JI:  

But later, when he was building his house and he’s also a model airplane guy, and he loved to fly 

his airplane out here he said, because the wind, when it comes across this playa, he said it picks 

up. He said it always got a little breeze right here and it’s real easy for him to maneuver his 

airplanes, and he’d come up and fly his airplanes while he was watching the guys frame and 

build the house.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, well it’s just a beautiful spot and the history here, Estacado is just remarkable.  

 

JI:  

So I’ll tell you how this spot came to be. I told you that when Garrett told me that he wanted to 

plant a vineyard, well so I began looking around. During my lunch hours, I would drive around 

places and look for places that were vineyards. Well I had decided how I would plant a vineyard 

and the things that I would want to do. So I wanted some ground that had been in CRP for 

several reasons. Number one, the grass—a lot of the grass that they plant in CRP would penetrate 

farther than three foot, farther than cotton roots, and they would consume excess nitrogen 

fertilizer that had been leeched through the soils. Also, they didn’t foster a lot of diseases that 

would’ve been in cotton and in other things, a tree crop. So there were some reasons for that.  

 

AW:  

Nematodes, right? Because they’re problem for grapes as well.  

 

JI:  

Well, yeah, nematodes—but see this soil out here—once you get past the canyon in Lubbock, the 
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soil begins to get tight pretty quick, so the soil out here is much heavier than Yellow House 

Canyon. On the other side of it, it’s sandy, but on this side, it’s fine. It gets finer. The farther 

north you go, the finer it gets.  

 

AW:  

Is it also more clay in it?  

 

JI:  

More clay. That’s why. There’s more clay particles in it, and so the soil gets a little bit better. We 

still have a calcium caliche layer down there, which I could see here because of this playa lake. 

You could see about where it was, but Barbara had two requirements. Had one requirement 

actually. Had to be a paved road on one side of this thing because she said, “I’m not driving 

down a muddy road.” [Laughter]  

 

AW:  

I can’t fault her for that.  

 

JI:  

So that put a limitation on the places of land that I could get, but I had ten locations pretty much 

listed out and put them in order. This was number three, but the other two are here close. So 

anyway, one morning—and I told you that about the time Garrett told me this, things were just 

getting extremely stressful with my job. My big customer in China, I spent a lot of time with 

him. My boss, he was always probably a little bit leery of that relationship thinking that we were 

going to do something that would be detrimental to his business. I always—look I work for you. 

Everything I do, I’m doing for your business, not my business. But anyway, I can understand 

that.  

 

AW:  

Well yeah. I mean, up to a point, but there’s a lot of that that goes on in academia. There are too 

many places in this world where the only thing worse than your failure is someone else’s 

success.  

 

JI:  

Yeah, exactly. And that’s really what that was, I think, because he had been—the guy that owned 

the company had been the international salesman for a company before he bought that one. It 

probably—I think there was a little bit of salesman rivalry in there because I told him one day, I 

said, “You act like I’m in competition with you.” It was like you bopped him in the head. I could 

tell by his reactions that’s what it is. Anyway, he just created a situation that put me in a bad 

place between him and my customer, because I’m trying to do right by both of them and it was 

just so stressful. I told Barbara, I said, “Barbara, one of these days if I call you and I tell you to 
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come get me, know that I’ve taken the keys out of my pocket, I’ve thrown them on his desk, and 

I said ‘adios.’ You just come get me and we’ll talk about it later.” She’s sitting there. This is the 

woman who is—  

 

AW:  

Doing the books.  

 

JI:  

Yeah, she does the books. Anyway, so one morning, it was a stressful, stressful time. We lived in 

Idalou. I’d drive to Ralls to work and so on my way to Ralls one morning I’m praying about this. 

It happened to be a Wednesday because I meet with a group of guys on Wednesday night and we 

pray together and we still do. We met with them last night here, but I’m driving down the road 

and I’m just praying, what on earth am I going to do and how am I going to deal with this? I said, 

“God, we need this vineyard to get going.” On my way between Idalou and Lorenzo, which is 

almost right here—later on, when I think about it later on, it was right at the end of this road that 

runs down the side here, and a passage of scripture comes to my mind. It’s out of Proverbs 31 

and it deals with the virtuous woman, and the scripture says, “She considers a field and buys it.” 

God said, “Do you know that passage of scripture?” I said, “Yes.” He said, “You’ve been 

considering this field for a year and a half. It’s time to go buy it.” It’s not an audible voice, but 

it’s right here. You considered the field, go buy it. Literally, it was at the end. Right when that 

came to me, I said, “Okay.” I called Barbara and said, “I’m going to call Don and we’re going to 

get serious about finding this place.” The first place I wanted was up here on 789, just about 

three miles from here, but he owns that land as well. I’m thinking, okay. I just need to go talk to 

Don and get that done, which I did a couple weeks later. That night, I go to—I’m at this group of 

guys, which they’re just—one of them’s a farmer, one of them’s schoolteacher. David Conklin 

was the other one, the hat maker. He was with us in that group, and so again, I’m in that pastor 

role where I’m just saying, “God will talk to you.” Anytime I thought I heard from God, I would 

share that with them so if something ever happened, they could say, okay yeah, God talked to 

him and he says this, and so I just was sharing that. So let me read you this passage of scripture. 

So I opened my Bible and I said, “God told me to think about this verse right here. ‘She 

considers a field and buys it.’” And then I read the second half of that verse. You know what the 

second half of that verse says?  

 

AW:  

No.  

 

JI:  

“With her prophets, she plants a vineyard.” [AW Laughs] That part of the verse had never hit 

me. The minute I read that—and that, by the way, that is written down on a piece of paper and 

it’s in—I’ve got to keep a little note, but that was written down in 2007. I wrote that down there 
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so that would be perpetual record, because that’s what happened that day before the vineyard 

was ever planted. So that would’ve been 2005 or somewhere like that. Anyway, when it’s all 

said and done, this is where that place came and one day, so this is me and I’m— and my wife 

would agree with this. Sarah would too. That I tend to be a smart aleck a little bit. I’m always 

just kind of popping off. So the next couple of days as I’m driving back and forth to work and I 

spent that time praying. One morning, I said, “God, I need to be free to do whatever I need to do, 

and I know that you put me in this position. You gave me all of these relationships. You ordered 

all this stuff. What about the vineyard?” He said—again, this speaking to my heart—he said, 

“You’re free to go.” It was like somebody opening a birdcage and saying, okay, hit the road jack. 

But my food’s here. My water’s here. I said, “Yeah, but if I do this, will you take care of me?” 

And the Lord said, “Of course. I’m always taking care of you.” And then I said, this is what I 

said, I said, “But in the manner to which I have grown accustomed.” [Laughter] The Lord said, 

“Better.” I said, “But if I buy that land and plant a vineyard there, will the grapes be any good?” 

And he said, “They’ll be the best.” So you asked me the question—so this is the question about 

terroir right here. That’s part of that story. So now, when we bring it forward and we get to this 

thing about 2, 4-D drift2 and those kinds of things, is it going to be impossible to do this? 

Technically, it might.  

 

AW:  

Well, you know, that’s—and we don’t have that on this tape and we might want to say that 

because I want to ask—I mean, I need to talk to this friend of mine over in a business because he 

has an interesting idea. Really bright guy, really interesting guy, and came to Texas Tech after a 

career in electric power transmission, and I met him because I was doing oral history interviews 

with people in the Junction area who were fighting the PUC [Public Utility Commission] in 

Texas over a transmission line. Like the engineers were putting, like the tower right in your front 

yard. I mean that kind of stuff, just wacky stuff. So I was doing all these interviews, and here’s 

this guy on our faculty that was fresh with, I think, FER, the Federal Energy Resource, whatever. 

So he has this background in how conflict resolution is done in a market environment. One of the 

things down in junction that you saw was Florida Power and Light, which is not a group of 

saints, but when they came to Texas, they didn’t have the same ability to use even a domain, and 

so instead, they used the market and they went along and they paid people what they thought 

they had to have, and they got things done really quickly. And so if they didn’t pay this farmer or 

rancher this same as this one down here, they completed their deal so fast that it was never a big 

issue. Whereas, everything that the PUC was ponderous and very authoritarian, and so this 

professor was interested in how the market, in that case, did a better job. It’s not always the case 

with utilities as we know, but so his whole take on what’s going to happen with spray, not just 

with grapes, but when he was mentioning it, I said, “Well what about grapes?” I know a lot of 

people and I hadn’t come out to visit with you yet, but I know a lot of other people who have 

                                                           
2 2, 4-D is a herbicide/weed killer used on cotton crops that caused extensive damage to South Plains wineries in 
the 2010s.  
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vineyards, and I’ve had this interest in it for quite some time, and I thought that’s a particularly 

sensitive issue for you because forty acres of grapes is a lot of grapes, but if you lose forty acres 

of cotton, that ain’t nothing.  

 

JI:  

Yeah, and you can replant it next year.  

 

AW:  

That’s right and if you lose forty acres of grapes—  

 

JI:  

You’re looking at a five or six year replacement on that.  

 

AW:  

So what I’d like to do, if you don’t mind, is talk to him and let him at least steer me on some 

questions, and maybe we can visit again. We don’t have to do it right away.  

 

JI:  

That would be good because I think that there’s going to have to be a resolution on here 

somewhere. We are sitting in the middle of the world’s biggest cotton patch, and I tell you, 

Andy, I was just praying about this one day, and I said, “Lord, why is it that what somebody else 

does prevents me from doing what I love to do?” He said, “Well you’re not the only one. That 

happens to a lot of people all the time.” I thought, Okay, then it’s in hands, because I really can’t 

control what anybody else does. I can control what I do and how I react to it.  

 

AW:  

Well I think it’s pretty hard to even control what we do. That’s a big job.  

 

JI:  

That is true, but I’m the one that’s responsible for what I—you know. So and then when you 

think about that, you could sit here and you worry yourself sick, but one thing this vineyard has 

done for me—it’s just like the other night. I mean, I’m sitting in Indianapolis, Indiana when all 

these storms are coming through here. I’m watching the radar. I can see the radar-- with 

technology, I can see the radar over my house, and so I’m calling Barbara and asking her, I said, 

is it hailing just a little? So I’m saying, I can’t—the first year or two, I worried about it 

constantly, and I’m sitting there thinking, I have no control over this. The old guy I told you, that 

used to come spend time with me in the vineyard, he said, you know—he had a fourth grade 

education. He went to California when he was seven or eight years old in the summers picking 

fruit because it was during when his family was in the Depression. His father was an alcoholic. 

Again, it’s kind of the same thing. That’s why he’d want to come talk to me. He’d always say 
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this, and I was the grape expert who came to his vineyard to—he would call me when he had 

questions—I’d go to his vineyard and look at it. Yet, he would say this, he said, “I’m not a very 

smart guy. I don’t have any education.” I always—after seeing him and visiting with him four or 

five times, whenever he prefaces whatever he’s about to tell you with that, you better—you need 

to stop and pay attention because he’s fixing to tell you something very profound that he’s 

learned by crawling through that vineyard on his hands and knees. So he would always say it. 

“I’m not a very smart guy, and I don’t have much education, but,” and this is what he would say. 

Man, that kind of knowledge is gained from experience, and so he would always tell me this and 

one of the things that he always worried about was spray. But he told me, he said, “I can’t hang a 

grape on a vine. God is the one that puts those grapes out there. I can go out there. I can prune 

them. I can water them, and I can fertilize them, but I can’t make a grape.” And then he’d tell me 

stories. He said, “One year, I went out there and I looked at these grapes and I thought, I don’t 

even know if it’s worth having a guy come harvest them, but the winery called and said they 

wanted these grapes, so they came up and they harvested grapes. I made more grapes that year. I 

don’t know where the grapes are coming from, but God kept coming back. The thing was full of 

grapes, thing was full of grapes. He just kept coming back. I don’t think those grapes were out 

there the day before.” That’s what he would always say. He just told me, and I talked to him the 

other night when he called, and I said, “ You know, Bobby, I had a wise man tell me once that he 

didn’t know how to make grapes. All he can do is tend the vines. He’s just real humble. He 

won’t say a thing, but he can’t make grapes.”  

 

AW:  

I wrote a song about watching God make black eyed peas.  

 

JI:  

I’m reading a book by C.S. Lewis right now. C.S. Lewis—the book I’m reading is God in the 

Doc, which was a series of essays.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, I haven’t read that one.  

 

JI:  

One of the essays, he’s talking about the miracles—because he’s basically answering objections 

that people have to Christianity. He’s talking about miracles and he said, “All God does in what 

we call a miracle, is a thing that he’s already doing in the natural.” He uses the example of Jesus 

turning the water into wine, and he said he does this every year. He’s been doing it for thousands 

of years through a natural process. All Jesus did was shortcut that process. [Laughter] He said 

it’s the exact same thing, so I keep thinking I just turned water into wine the old fashioned way.  
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AW:  

Well, it’s fun watching—it’s more fun doing it that way.  

 

JI:  

So one of the fascinating things that you’ve talked about is music. Did you have any musical 

training?  

 

AW:  

No. Except I, like you—I’m a little ahead of you, but I grew up in the sixties, which is I’m very 

sorry for the people on this planet who didn’t grow up in the time that we did. For all its 

difficulties, it was a spectacular time of crazy experimentation in all manner of things, but in 

particular in music. The number of one hit wonders that happen in those years that were brilliant 

songs, and they never followed up, I don’t think there’s a comparison in our recent culture to 

that, and it was just something that really happened and we were the benefits, the officiaries, but 

as a little kid, there were two things I wanted to do. I wanted to draw and I wanted to write 

music, and here’s a pathetic, a pathetic story. When I would get some money and we’d go to 

the—by this time we’d moved into Lubbock. We lived, what’s now the varrio [neighborhood]. 

We lived at 52nd and Avenue D and my mother couldn’t drive yet. We’d take the bus to family 

park shopping center at 34th and H and we’d go to the Furrs and our doctor was there, Glenn 

Yarbow [01:56:34] and Raff & Hall Drug. Those were the places we shopped, and there was a 

TG&Y. I would buy one of these little spiral staff notebooks, and so I’d go home and I’d write 

the notes in, because we went to church. I knew what they looked like.  

 

JI:  

You knew what the notes looked like?  

 

AW:  

I didn’t know what they meant, but I knew what they looked like, and that was music. So I would 

do that kind of stuff and then I’d draw. It took me forty something years to get back to doing 

what I wanted to do when I was three or four years old. There’s something about—I mean, some 

people have an ear for it and others don’t, but it’s just a thing that I’ve always been interested in 

and so I taught myself to play guitar, and taught myself to draw. When you teach yourself, you 

have both a fool for a student, and a fool for a teacher, but you do. Once you learn something, 

it’s pretty well hammered into you when you come across it yourself.  

 

JI:  

So that’s interesting because I painted. I did wall painting. One of these days, I’m going to pick 

that back up.  
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AW:  

Really? I love oils. In fact, I have in my bag right there, a little water color kit just in case you 

get a flat tire, you might—  

 

JI:  

So and then the other thing is, music just fascinates me. There are songs. There is music in here 

that I don’t know how to get out, because I don’t—so I’ve piddling around for years with the 

guitar, but I get so far. I can teach myself so much. That’s it.  

 

AW:  

Don’t be like me. Go take a lesson.  

 

JI:  

This is one thing I’ve learned. This Chinese guy, he got to playing golf. Now, golf is an 

extremely expensive sport in China because it’s reserved for the  

 

AW:  

It ain’t cheap here.  

 

JI:  

It’s reserved for the wealthy, and so he would take me places, and I never played golf, but he 

would take me—“You need to go play golf—” Go play golf. I don’t know how much it cost, but 

he pays for everything for me. We play on courses where they have pro tours in China. So we’re 

out there playing one day and one of the guys—all of his business associates, whenever he 

comes to the U.S., he buys them a set of golf clubs and takes them back with him because they 

cost three times as much in China. Even though they’re probably made in China, they cost three 

times as much there as they do in the U.S. He always take them back. He’s got all of them 

playing, so we’re out playing one day and one of his guys, he’s got a—I don’t know what 

happened to him, but at some point, he broke an ankle or broke a leg or something and he limps, 

and so we’re out playing. He’s just a little short guy, this guy that limps, and he’d hit that ball. 

He would just smack the fart out of it. About half the time, I didn’t really care. I was just playing 

around. We got in that evening, he said, “Do you like come play golf with me?” I said, “Yeah. I 

really like playing golf with you.” He said, “You’re not very good.” I said, “No.” He said, “You 

need to learn to beat the cripple guy.” [Laughter] That was his very subtle way of telling me, you 

need to take this a little bit more seriously if you’re going to keep coming and playing with me. I 

said, “Okay.” So I came and took a couple lessons. After taking a couple lessons, I became 

intrigued with this. And so now I said, “This. Now I can understand the game and understand it,” 

so I kind of become fascinated. Garrett taught himself to play guitar. I had started on this journey 

several times. I had Barbara, my wife, buy me a cheap guitar. She happened to buy a classical 

guitar that she bought for me and it had nylon strings on it, and I would sit around and pick on. 
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Well Garrett, when he was a little—when he was in junior high, about the time we moved back 

here, he wanted to learn to play. So he began to teach himself to play, and then he got to run 

around in youth groups with some guys that played the guitar. They taught him some other stuff, 

and he’s got a very mathematical mind, and so all of a sudden, he said oh, if I do this, and do 

this, and do this, and he plays very well. He’s also like his mother in the fact that he saves a lot 

of money. When he was a teenager, he had saved up about eight hundred dollars. He wanted to 

go buy a nice guitar. I told him, I said, “You learn how to play guitar, and you save up some 

money, I’ll take you and we will find you a nice guitar.” So I took him down to Fort Worth and 

there was a Taylor Guitar store there. He picked around and he played on his guitars, and the one 

that he found at that time was—and that’s been, golly, almost twenty years ago now, was 

thirteen, fourteen hundred dollars. It’s a nice guitar. So I called Barbara and I said, “He’s found a 

guitar, the problem is the guitar he wants to buy is fifteen hundred bucks.” She said, “What do 

you think?” I said, “I think he’s saved his money. He’s done exactly that. He’s learned to play 

the guitar. I think we ought to buy him the guitar.” So we bought him that guitar, and that thing, 

it just gets better. Every time I hear it, it sounds better.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, I have a Taylor that I had custom built in 1987 and I’m still playing it, and I’ve had a lot of 

guitars come and go since, and it’s still a guitar that I go back to all the time, and guitars are—

they need to be played and they’re organic. They’re wood. The more you play them, the better 

they sound.  

 

JI:  

He plays. Again, for our church. We do—I call it a home fellowship, but it’s a group of people 

that’ve been meeting together. We’ve almost been meeting together fifteen years now, and 

people come and go within that fellowship, but there’s a core group of people and he plays the 

music for us. One of our members, he’s eighty-two and just diagnosed with brain cancer about 

six weeks ago, and so he said something one night. He said, “A lot of this modern praise music, 

it just doesn’t mean anything to me.” Of course, he grew up in a church when hymns were the 

staple, and so last week when we did music, Garrett played a lot of the old hymns. You could 

just see what it meant to that guy to hear those old hymns that he grew up with, but he’s doing 

very well.  

 

AW:  

Well that’s—you know, the guitar, there’s a lot of thought that you put into it, and it’s a pattern 

instrument, and I say that because a piano is laid out like the keys on a keyboard. They might as 

well have their names on them. You know, here’s C. A guitar is not like that. You’ve got E, A, 

D, G, B, E strings and then you have frets, and they have a certain relationship that you learn to 

understand, but for most of us, even those of us who have been playing a long time, someone 

says play this note and you say, well where? I can play it all these different places because there 
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are these certain phrase relationships, which is why a lot of us, like me included, use capos 

because a guitar sounds a certain way in a G route. If I want to play an A, but I want that sound, I 

just capo it up, and I can still can play the G route. So you learn some things like that that help 

you a whole lot, and I learned by literally sitting in my room when I was in high school, and 

turning on the radio and I had Alfred’s magic guitar chord chart and I had my guitar. And I have 

a good ear for notes, which also makes it impossible for me to play a cheap guitar because they 

don’t ever tune up right. It just drives me crazy, but I would listen. I would wait until a song 

came around. Back then, in the sixties, they’d play them three or four times in an hour. Well, so I 

could listen to it and I would work on it when other songs were being played, and then it’d come 

back around again and you would work on it some more. But I learned something really very 

valuable, which was how to connect my ear to not only what my fingers were doing, but also 

what those shapes were because all I had was that chart that said here’s how you make a C, 

here’s how you make an A, here’s how you make—and what in the key of C, it’s a 1,4,5. C, F, 

and G. A six minor is an A minor. Blah, blah, blah. And so just by osmosis, you begin to learn 

those relationships, and they are really—that’s a thing. It’s like watching a plant grow. At a 

certain time, you know something. You just get to where you don’t have to think about it, and 

that’s it. The other thing that—I mean, two things that kill you on a guitar. One is buying a cheap 

one because you’re never going to learn how to do it if it doesn’t tune up, up and down the neck, 

and if it’s too hard to play. Even when you buy a good one, you take it to a good lutheir and have 

them set up the action so it’s comfortable for you and it’s tenacious. The next thing is, you have 

got to play the thing. [Laughter] 

 

JI:  

That’s my problem.  

 

AW:  

Well, that is where I’m right now with painting. I haven’t had time to paint in really two or three 

years. I just don’t have the time and now, I’m getting old enough that when I get in in the 

evening, like tonight, I’ll go home and say, “I ‘ve got an hour I can paint.” And then I sit down.  

 

JI:  

I don’t want to do that.  

 

AW:  

Yeah. Well, I just don’t have creative energy at that time of the day. So yeah, you’ve got to play, 

and that is one reason kids are good at it because they have a lot of time. No matter what they tell 

you, they have a lot of time and they have a lot of energy, and so they can—you know, I learned 

an enormous amount. But the other thing is, once you start getting a little bit comfortable, you’ve 

got to play with people who are better than you, because you’re going to learn a lot of things 

from them.  
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JI:  

This is Barbara.  

 

AW:  

Yes. I’ll tell you, I’m going to mark down that we will next time start with spray, and I’m going 

to tell you really quickly this thing that I wanted to mention. There’s a study that was done in the 

sixties, early sixties, and the book came out in about ’68.  

 

Barbara Irwin (BI):  

Hi.  

 

AW:  

So you’re Sarah’s mom?  

 

BI:  

Yes.  

 

JI:  

This is the brains of the outfit right here.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, I’ve already been warned about you being the brains of the outfit. Not warned, but I’ll just 

tell you, because he probably wouldn’t tell you, but he has been singing your praises.  

 

BI:  

Aw. Y’all having a good conversation.  

 

AW:  

We’re having a terrific one. At least from my end of it, getting to listen. It’s a treat.  

 

JI:  

It’s the person who is asking me a question, and let me answer.  

 

BI:  

[laughs] Getting to enjoy some wine?  

 

AW:  

Yes, and it’s terrific.  
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BI:  

Good.  

 

AW:  

Yeah. It’s just terrific.  

 

JI:  

That’s the 95-5.  

 

BI:  

Good deal. Very good. I’ll let y’all keep talking.  

 

AW:  

We’ll just be another moment. Now, these people went to Switzerland to study inheritance laws 

because the Swiss have a really strict—when you pass away, will, whatever you want, stuff is 

divided up evenly, and so what was happening in Switzerland for a long time is that in farming, 

every time they would have eight kids, well people got smaller and smaller pieces of land. And 

so what had transpired was people had, and of course, it took the same amount of land to make a 

living. So they would have—they would buy up little parcels of land and they would have tiny 

plots scattered all over these valleys in the Alps, and some of them would be a day or two days 

away by a horse or a cart, and so the researchers were interested in how in the world do they 

make a living? Well, it turned out that because in the Alps, you were talking about the difference 

in latitude in the Alps, a difference of a few inches in elevation might make the difference 

between barley making or not making, and so by default, these farmers were able to actually 

prosper because no one ever lost an entire crop. One of the things that struck me about, first of 

all, the way that we approach monoculture agriculture in America is everything in one spot, and 

so pests, drought, weather, and now, spray. There you are at risk and I just keep looking to see if 

there’s someone around that’s—I mean, in some ways, the local food boutique movement is a 

little bit like that, but that’s the nearest we ever came to that were the victory gardens, which at 

one time, really produced a lot of vegetables in America, but we don’t live in places where 

people have gardens anymore like they did so I don’t know.  

 

JI:  

And it’s very difficult. It’s difficult for people to do that.  

 

AW:  

Yeah. Who has the time? You get home and you live in town, and even if you have a big yard, 

you can’t have a big—it’s not big enough for a garden. In my neighborhood, I live in—we 

moved into the house that my grandparents had bought in Lubbock when they moved to 

Lubbock in 1961. No, it was actually about ’58 or ’59, and we’re right near 50th and Indiana, and 
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so you got trees, which we are glad to have them, but we’re not going to get a garden under a 

tree, so it’s not the same, but the whole notion of having things spread out is kind of interesting.  

 

JI:  

So and that’s—I mean, our plan was, by this time right now, to have a second location and I’ve 

got the place picked out. I don’t have it bought, but I’ve got it picked out, but I mean, the spray 

thing has kind of put those plans on hold.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, because you have to see how that’s going to treat them.  

 

JI:  

Because I have to see how it’s going to work out because I mean, Barbara—it’s like the 

investment that it takes to put in an acre of grapes is huge. And we’re just at a point where this 

one is beginning to—it pay Garrett’s salary and everything else, but there’s—our intention was 

for this to be our retirement, and the vineyard itself goes to Garrett, but for us, the income, the 

way we structure this is that he’d pay rent on the land, and so that rent on the land is what we get. 

Everything in the vineyard’s his, but the location—I mean, I think there is some possibilities that 

would even work with the spray because I’ve been knowing that this problem’s coming for a 

long time.  

 

AW:  

Well, you’re closely connected to the—  

 

JI:  

Yeah, I mean, I’m right smack dab in the middle of it. The company that I work for now, CPS 

[Crop Production Services], I mean that’s what they do. One of the things they do is spray, and 

they provide the service, so the other thing they do is sell the seed that they get to spray. So that’s 

the hand that feeds me is also the hand that liable to smack me.  

 

AW:  

I think the Chinese talk about yin and yang. Both sides of the coin.  

 

JI:  

They do, they do.  

 

AW:  

Hey, let me, while I’m thinking about it, could I have a good mailing address?  
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JI:  

Yes, this address right here is 13818 East FM 1527.  

 

AW:  

Is it Petersburg or Lorenzo?  

 

JI:  

Lorenzo.  

 

AW:  

Lorenzo. Okay. The zip?  

 

JI:  

79343. I was going to ask you, do you write articles in the paper?  

 

AW:  

Not very often. I have written—a long time ago, I wrote a series on the effluent dump that they 

put into Yellow House Canyon, but that’s been a long time. I write books, and plays, and songs.  

 

JI:  

My cousin was here back in November. I have an older cousin, Louis Irwin, who was a chairmen 

of the UT El Paso Science Department for a long time. Worked up in Boston General Hospital, 

but he wrote a play.  

 

AW:  

Oh really?  

 

JI:  

Yeah. What was the name of that play, Barbara?  

 

B:  

The something oyster.  

 

JI:  

The Majestic Oyster.  

 

AW:  

What a great title.  
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JI:  

It was about somebody that was in—he was in the art movement in New York City. He and 

Andy Warhol knew each other, but he was from Abilene, and my cousin’s sister, Anna, worked 

with him when she worked at the foundation in Abilene. I’m trying to think what his name was, 

but he was a friend of the arts there. He was also homosexual and so this—the play is about kind 

of his life, and so my cousin, Anna, had started this play and she got to a spot and she couldn’t 

finish it. So her brother, Louis—  

 

AW:  

L-e-w-i-s? 

 

JI:  

L-e-w-i-s. Or is it L-o-u-i-s? Neel. Louis Neel. He’s written some. He and his brother have 

written a book on the possibility of life on other planets. They’re—he is a—Louis is what I call 

him the—he’s the brain surgeon, and his brother, Troy, he is the—he’s the rocket scientist. He 

really is. He’s a propulsion engineer for NASA. Anyway, so they got both sides of that, but he 

was here, and he wrote a play and they had the Texas Tech drama department—they brought it in 

on a workshop. They read through the play. We went to the reading the next day after they had 

done all these editorial things to it. They read it, and then they read in terms of a performance.  

 

AW:  

Yeah. We call that a reading.  

 

JI:  

Yeah, so it was really a neat experience. 

 

AW:  

Well, it’s one of the most valuable things for you as a playwright is to watch the actors do a 

reading because the things that look so good on paper, you find out whether they’re working or 

not. I didn’t have any theater background. I got into theater by accident, and the accident was I 

had written this album of poetry and songs about Charlie Goodnight, and it was well received 

and I won some nice awards. And I got a phone call from Barry Corban, the actor, that I’d met 

once, but we weren’t buddies or anything and he told me that he had that album, he liked it, and 

he wanted to do a one man show about Goodnight and would it step on my toes if he did that. 

And I said, “Well A, Goodnight’s a public character and B, I’m not an actor, and C, I think it’d 

be great.” I was so ignorant about drama. I said, this audience—we’re talking on the phone and 

I’m thinking, One man play? That’s kind of like a really long song. [Laughter] I’m not thinking 

that there’s no dialogue, there’s no action, and there’s really no plot. How do you—it’s a very 

difficult form of drama, but luckily, I wasn’t smart enough to know that, because about—in the 

conversation, I said, “Barry, who’s going to write that?” He said, “Well, Andy, I was hoping you 
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would.”, “Well sure. I’d love to.” He actually flew to Lubbock and we met for coffee and we had 

a handshake. He said, do we need suits in this? No, so we did a handshake and now, I was a 

playwright. So I worried my way through it. Of course, Barry, he’s a brilliant guy. He plays these 

kind of—this certain—but he works the New York Times crossword, and he can stand up and 

quote. Even when he has had too much to drink, he can quote almost anything out of 

Shakespeare, and he has written some nice things, and so he was wonderful. It was an education 

that I got. But here I was, these friends of mine who were serious about their play writing and 

very good, and they’re killing themselves to try to get a play, and all of a sudden, I’ve got a play 

and we premiere at the Calhoun Hall of Fame. It goes to the Spencer Theater in Ruidoso. We go 

all over the place with it, and now, I’m a playwright and so I get all of these other chances to 

write, and I’ve been writing plays ever since. So you talked about the fortune, the hand, 

operating, but you also have to—you know, when your ship comes in, first of all, you better be at 

the dock.  

 

JI:  

That’s right.  

 

AW:  

And you also better be willing to tow some stuff off that boat. [Laughter] And so when I got the 

chance, I will say for myself, I at least got to work at it, and I worked at it and it helped me out a 

whole lot, but it’s kind of interesting. A really interesting folk singer, who also late in his life did 

the same thing I’m doing, but in Utah. His name was Bruce Utah Philipps and he wrote—it was a 

Goodnight Loving Trail song. Beautiful song, and he collected songs, but Utah once told me—

we were talking about the music business—and Utah said that, he said, “You know, here’s how 

it is in the arts. Life ain’t deep, but it’s wide.” I think about that all the time. When you get a 

chance to do something, so I take it. As a result, I’ve gotten to write some books, and I just had 

one of my poems turned into an animated short.  

 

JI:  

Really?  

 

AW:  

Which was a cool experience to see how that happened. You know, so it’s fun stuff, but I need 

more time to paint.  

 

JI:  

Oliver Loving III lived in that little community where I pastored. He lived on the edge. The 

Loving homestead, the Loving house, where the Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association was 

formed is right just down the road from German.  

 



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
62 

AW:  

Yeah. That country is thick with Loving’s. There were a lot of them and Goodnight, his father 

died. The family moved to Texas from Illinois in 1846, when Texas—Goodnight was born in 

’36, so he was ten. Actually, he was nine. It was ’45 when Texas joined the union. He came 

down, and his stepfather had an affair with his oldest sister, with Charlie Goodnight’s oldest 

sister, and then his mom finally ran that guy off. And Goodnight, the first real relationship he had 

with an adult was Oliver Loving, and they were only ten or fifteen years—he was ten or fifteen 

years a junior, but that was always an incredibly special thing to Goodnight. There’s a story in 

Lonesome Dub about him bringing the body back. It was true. He brought him back from Fort 

Sumter, New Mexico all the way to Weatherford, at the time. Loving was very, very important to 

him.  

 

JI:  

That place, I used to drive around and visit people in that community. You know the story, 

Dances with Wolves?  

 

AW:  

Um-hm.  

 

JI:  

One of the characters in there named Kicking Bird. Well, when you drive down those little roads 

around German, those little country roads, you run across these—they look like grave markers to 

me, but they’re kind of that rusty rock, and somebody has scratched names on it. And one of 

those roads—I was driving to German one day, right after I had read that book, Dances with 

Wolves, I found one of those rocks that says, “Comanche Indian Kicking Bird was killed here 

1867 in such and such a skirmish with so and so.” It was just scratched on there. I said, 

Kicking—that was interesting that that—it wouldn’t have meant anything to me if I hadn’t of 

read Dancing with Wolves.  

 

AW:  

Well my—Goodnight had no children, so any of us who are related to him are nieces or 

nephews, and I’m related because his older sister, Elizabeth, married Alford Lane, who 

Goodnight—was a frontiersmen at the same time Goodnight was. Alford Lane and Goodnight 

had cattle bunched up at the bend near Graham.  

 

JI:  

Really? On the Brazos? 

 

AW:  

Yeah and Lane woke up in the middle of the night with a dream that the Comanche were 
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attacking, and he told Charlie, I’m going to have to go home to Jacksboro, is where he was living 

at the time.  

 

JI:  

See between Jacksboro and Graham, that’s where the German was.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, and there was a place that at the time they called it Cement Mountain, and I think I know 

where it’s. So he leaves in the middle of the night to go home, and Goodnight says, “You can’t. 

Don’t do it. It’s not safe.” Sure enough, Alford Lane gets killed by the Comanche at that place 

halfway between, so I’ve always growing up, when we drive through that—I’ve always get the 

willies when I go by that sign that says “Dark Corner Cemetery.” And I think, aren’t they all? 

[Laughter] Anyway, that’s interesting country through there.  

 

JI:  

When I pastored that church there, in that little area, they still—the first Monday in May or the 

first Sunday in May is Decoration Day, and so they have—they go to the cemetery and they 

clean up that cemetery, and then our church service was held at the cemetery.  

 

AW:  

Weren’t there some of those cemeteries that were scraped earth? In other words, they didn’t have 

grass. They would scrape the earth and put the rock.  

 

JI:  

One over at the place called Senate is this way, and so one of the ladies in my congregation, her 

husband, who was killed in an automobile wreck in 1942 or something, is buried over there and 

you go over there, and that cemetery is smooth and it’s got—there’s little rocks circling around 

it.  

 

AW:  

Well, you know that—because that is a borderline between that culture, the scraped earth, and 

our culture where we do grass.  

 

JI:  

Grass and perpetual care.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, it’s very interesting. Goodnight is buried at Goodnight. A lot of my relatives are buried 

there, because that’s why I exist is because he moved all of Elizabeth’s kids up to that area when 

he set up to J.A. Ranch. So, I was actually up at that cemetery Goodnight, which is a beautiful 



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
64 

cemetery. It’s on the edge of the cap[rock] overlooking the Salt Fork of the Red [River], and you 

know, it’s just really pretty, and I was up there and as I was leaving it—leaving. I was driving 

down this little dirt road and Goodnight’s not very big, and a guy comes up in howdy’s and so 

we stop. He said, “Who are your people? Who are looking at?” I said, “Well I’m connected to 

Goodnight, and the Ingrams—”  

 

JI:  

Your alarm’s going off.  

 

BI: 

Oh it is. [laughs] 

 

AW:  

And so this guy said, “Yeah, them two boys. That was sad.” What he was talking about is that 

my grandmother had two cousins who, right after they had dammed up the salt fork there and 

created a clearing and reservoir, one had gotten in and started drowning, and the other jumped 

into help him and they both drowned, and they’re both buried in that cemetery. And so here’s 

this guy who is in eighties and he says, “Yeah, them two boys. That was so sad.” You know, and 

it just reminds you about community. That was around the turn of the century so it’d been, by 

that time, not a hundred years, but close. Pretty intriguing. Well listen, I will let you—y’all got 

things to do, and I would like for us to get together again. I’m going to send you some music if 

you don’t mind.  

 

JI:  

Oh, I don’t mind at all.  

 

AW:  

Okay. And I do—I do want you to—if you don’t mind signing this. Now, is your actual name 

Jim or Jimmie?  

 

JI:  

It’s Jimmie. J-i-m-m-i-e.  

 

AW:  

And do you have a middle name?  

 

JI:  

Fred. It’s because my daddy’s name was Jimmie Ted, but my name is Fred. Jimmie Fred.  
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AW:  

But now, we don’t have to style this that way. I’m just going to put that.  

 

JI:  

Okay. Whatever.  

 

AW:  

No, you tell me how you’d like it.  

 

JI:  

I go by Jim now.  

 

AW:  

Okay, so if I just say Jim Irwin, that will— 

 

JI:  

Um-hm. But I couldn’t do that when my dad was alive because he was known as Jim.  

 

AW:  

I’m going to do two copies of this so that you have one to see all the important stuff you signed 

away. What it does is say that you will let us let other people listen to this down the pike, and 

you know, I’m sure Sarah has told you, we really believe that this stuff is going to be around for 

two or three hundred years. That’s our hope.  

 

JI:  

I hope. About the time I kick the bucket.  

 

AW:  

There you go. [Phone buzzes 02:28:58] Thank you.  

 

JI:  

You’re welcome.  

 

AW:  

And then what is, in terms of your schedule, coming up with what’s going on with your vineyard 

and your work, do we need to—I’m going to be pretty busy the rest of this month and May. Are 

you—is—I know—when do you start doing your harvest?  
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JI:  

Well we don’t start—we don’t do harvest until—this year, it may be end of July, first of August 

just because we’re a month ahead of time so—  

 

AW:  

So is June a reasonable time to think about?  

 

JI:  

Yeah. I mean, I’m really—other than—well say, I’m new with this company, so I’m kind of at 

the beckon call of the guys that want me to do stuff, just like this trip of Indianapolis just 

happened out of the clear blue, and so they want me to go up there and consult on things. But 

most of the time, I’m home. Garrett does most of the work in the vineyard, and I do have the 

freedom to come and do this just today. I had—people were wanting some stuff.  

 

AW:  

It’s fine and anytime we set one of these things and something comes up, just call.  

 

JI:  

We still maintain. That facility used to be a dow facility and we have a cold room where we store 

their sunflower planting seed. So it’s just because they don’t have any place close, so we had 

their sunflower planting seed there, and they called from California today and they wanted those 

bags of sunflower planting seeds shipped to California. And so a guy was needing them brought 

to Lubbock. I said, “I’m going.” His getting them ready kept dawdling, dawdling, dawdling. We 

finally got them ready so Garrett took them to Lubbock for me finally. Anyway, so that was what 

the holdup was today.  

 

AW:  

No, there’s no problem and I’m always happy for the time, but don’t let that bother you if 

something comes up.  

 

JI:  

No, for the most part, now my time is going to be around here because it’s getting to be planting 

season, and so I’ll be around here unless my boss calls me and wants something or my mother. 

My mother’s been calling me all day because—she’s eighty-two years old and she is a go—she’s 

just a goer. Loves to go, and travelled forever.  

 

AW:  

Does she still live in Idalou?  
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JI:  

She lives in Idalou. She has had some mini strokes and she can’t really get around. She’s not 

supposed to be driving. We caught her driving yesterday. She just went down to the Dairy 

Queen. She still wants her freedom and so she loved to travel, so I told Barb and Barb agreed 

we’d just take her to Caprock Canyon State Park for a weekend. My sister’s going—she’s going 

to be out of town tomorrow on a—she’s going to Albuquerque. They have a conference for part 

of her continuing education for counseling and so I told mom, “Well we’ll do something fun.” So 

we’re trying to get a travel trailer ready. Well, she hadn’t had it inspected in a while. I got to get 

it inspected. The truck that we used to pull it, I don’t drive it very much, and so went down to the 

radiator shop. Just so many things going on, but we were just trying to—that’s the only thing 

going on the past couple of days. We may have to—if nothing else, she’d be thrilled just sitting 

in the pickup pulling the trailer behind her. We may have to make a trip around the loop or 

something just to keep her satisfied. Next weekend, we’re going out to Buffalo Lake to do 

something.  

 

AW:  

Yeah. Have a shake down. Cruise.  

 

JI:  

She’s unbelievable.  

 

AW:  

Yeah, well Caprock Canyons is a great place.  

 

JI:  

Yeah, so Monks Crossing, just as you go up there, I worked with Johnny Monk. His mother and 

father are right there at Monks Crossing, which is right ahead of Caprock Canyon State Park. I 

told you about that. I was thinking about you had mentioned something while ago and it was 

about Goodnight. I’m going to go get him a bottle of Malbec. He likes Malbec.  

 

AW:  

Oh. Can’t wait. I’m going to say thank you to the tape here, and I’m going to hold the tape up 

and show it to this wonderful bottle of cab, and Barbara, it was nice to meet you. I’ve had a 

chance to tell Jim how much we admire your daughter.  

 

BI:  

Tell me. She hasn’t really shared with me what your connection is with her.  

 

AW:  

I—my regular gig is with the Southwest Collection, but I teach in the Honors College, and I also 



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
68 

teach in the school of music, and it is such a delight to work with those folks in the Honors 

College because Sarah gets things done. She takes care of stuff, and if I have a question, all I 

have to do is drop her an email or whatever. So I’d this great relationship so I said, “Let’s have 

coffee. I just want to meet you,” and so I ask, “Where are you from?” That’s kind of what I do is 

ask people that kind of stuff, and she started talking about the two of you and this place, and I 

said, “Gosh. I’m right in the beginnings of wanting to do some interviews with people in the 

wine growing and inventing industry. Would your dad be willing to talk?” She said, “About 

vineyards? Are you kidding? Of course he does.” [Laughter] Anyway, so that’s—  

 

BI:  

Make sure you have plenty of time on your schedule. Well, neat.  

 

AW:  

Anyway, thanks. We really like her.  

 

BI:  

Yes.  

 

[end of recording] 


