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Shoes for a Shortcut by Nasreddin Hoca^

One djay when Nasreddin Hoca was going to a local 
marketplace), there were some boys ahead of him who saw 
him coming.) One of them said, "How can we trick Hoca so 
that we can! steal his shoes for a short while?"

Another said, "Let us trick Hoca into climbing a 
tree. He will, of course, take off his shoes before 
climbing th|e tree. Then when he is up in the tree branches, 
we can run off with his shoes. " They all agreed to this plan.

When Nasreddin Hoca came up to the place where they 
had gatherejd, they asked, "Hoca, could you climb this 
tree? We câ i all climb it, but we think that you cannot 
do it. Can you?"

"Certainly. I can climb it very easily," answered
Hoca.
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"Come| on, thenl Let us see you do it. Don't disap
point us by refusing."

Nasreddin Hoca was, of course, a very clever man. He 
realized th|at the boys were trying to play some kind of 
trick on him. He took off his shoes and slipped them 
inside the sash around his waist. Then he climbed the 
tree.

After that, he continued on his way to the market
place, and |the boys walked along with him. One of them 
said, "Hocaj, why did you take your shoes up into the tree 
with you? What were you going to do with them up there?"

"I thjought that if I found a shortcut to the 
marketplace! from the treetop, I'd go there that way."


