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with Allah.
He said, "0 Allah, provide me with enojigh money to buy a

Member of a dervish order of that same name, founded by 
Haci Bektag Veli (d. 1516). The Bektagi dervishes are often 
said to be Shi'ite more than Sunnite. Thus their religious 
position is equivocal in predominantly Sunnite Turkey. 
Throughout their history they have often been deeply involved 
in Turkish politics. They had a serious setback in 1826 when 
the Janissary Corps, with which they were allied, was 
destroyed. Along with other dervish orders, they were outlawed 
during the Kemalist Reforms of the 1920k. It was estimated 
that there were still 30,000 Bektagis i|i Turkey in 1950.

As a folk type the Bektagi is cynical in attitude and 
frequently irreverent in behavior. The Bektagi often drinks 
alcohol, refuses to fast, scoffs at orthodox Moslem clergymei 
and is critical of the Deity. Despite his outrageousness, he 
is enjoyed, perhaps even admired secretLy, by Turkish audiences. r
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rekats performed varies 
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3 . .An imam is the prayer leader in a mosque,
A Moslem prayer service is divided into two parts: the 
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bottle of ¡faki'i„5

Another man in the mosque was heard to say, "O Allah, 
give me religious faith!"

The imam overheard both these remarks. He said, "Just 
.Listen to what these fellows are saying}" Then turning to the 
Bektagi, he asked,"Aren1t you ashamed o}: yourself?"

What is wrong with what I said? Doesn't everyone pray 
for something he does not have?"

optional individual and personal communications between the 
worshiper and Allah.

Anise-flavored distilled liquor, 
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the Middle East and especially in Turkey 
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