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(j3eehliil Danef and the Padigah's Hoil
In the old days the (^Friday noon praye] service was

se

considered so important that it was often led by the
2padigah himself. One day the padigah said to Behlul 

Dane, "You never come to the Friday noon prater service 
at the mosque. What is the reason for this?!"

"My Sultan, I have been unable to get tjhere," said

Behlul Dane was supposedly the half-ma 
of Harun Regit, greatest of the Abbassid Cal 
flourished around 800. Tales about Behlul D 
mostly legendary, for there is very little h 
stantiation for any of them. Whether real o 
he was clearly not mad but used an antic dis 
Shakespeare's fools) to escape punishment fo 
comments aimed at the high and mighty of thi| 
cially Harun Regit.
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It simply is not true that padigahs le 
noon services, but there may be an exception 
the only one at Baghdad in 800 who might pos| 
called padigah was Harun Regit, and, of cour 
might reasonably lead any religious service.! 
however, that the Friday noon service at the! 
the religious high point of the week, Friday 
Moslem Sabbath. This is still so for devout 
though the official Sabbath in the Turkish 
now Sunday.
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Behlul Dane.

"Very well, butypuimust be sure to com^ this Friday." 
Following this order, Behlul Dane did Appear at the 

mosque that Friday for the noon service. A& usual, the
padisah was leading the prayers, but he was thinking of 
other things. The padisah's mind wandered |o the mosque 
garden, and he wondered where in the garden|he should tie 
his horse the next time he came to prayer service. He 
thought, "I could tie it to the apple tree, except that 
it might eat all of the apples on the tree.f Then he 
thought, Well, I could tie it to the cherr^ tree, except 
that it might eat all of the cherries." Ne^t he decided 
to tie it to a rose bush, but then he thought, "Oh, but 
it might then eat all of the roses!"

Finally, after the padisah could not tljink of any safe
place to tie his horse, Behlul Dane shouted 
of the worshipers,3 "Just lie down on your 
your horse to your penis!!"
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One of the talents attributed to Behlv 
folk imagination was mind-reading. On a ver 
of spiritual attainment, Behlul could do a rv 
impossible to ordinary people.
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