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B O X  C A Ñ O N — L as A nimas.

COLORADO AND ITS PEOPLE.

L ^ O L O R A D O — land of color— the red land; who knows 

I  what was the first name given to that central por- 

tion of the Rocky Mountain region ? Colorado 

is Spanish, and was first applied to the red rivers which are 

so abundant in all the southern part of the United States; but the name is not inappropriate 

to the State, nor the translation suggested above too far-fetched.

T h e  early history of this whole region is shrouded in the twilight of myth and legend. 

More than one writer has it that the Pacific Coast was one of th e  earliest homes of the human 

race on the globe, and the pre-historic remains in Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona indicate
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that they too were the abode of man, so many years ago that computation fails and we can only 

guess their antiquity. Many volumes have been written about the Cliff Dwellers, and doubtless 

as many more will be written. T o  the archaeologist their remains are among the most interest

ing of existing ruins, and a study of their habits and customs, as shown by their dwellings and 

the contents, is the most fascinating topic imaginable.

T h e  limits of this sketch, however, will not permit any extended discussion of the archaeo

logical problems presented by the Cliff Dwellers, nor indeed anything more than the bare state

ment that ages ago, when Europe was still in the twilight of her civilization— perhaps before 

Julius Caesar had conquered the Gauls, or even before Alexander the Great had extended his 

empire to the shores of the Indies— there lived within the limits of what is now the State of 

Colorado a race of men versed in many of the arts of civilization— men who were builders and 

potters and weavers— men who were artists in their w ay— men who doubtless lived and loved, 

joyed and sorrowed, suffered and died, as men have done always and will do till the end of time.

Probably the first men of our own race to enter the R ocky Mountain region were those 

connected with the expedition of Coronado from M exico in 1540, in search of the “ Seven’ W o n 

derful Cities of Cibola.” Tales of these wondrous cities had been borne into M exico— tales of 

their dwellings and temples, of their great riches in gold and silver, which excited alike the 

Christian ardor of the priests for their conversion and the lust of the conquistadores for their 

plunder. Some of the cities were found and plundered, but the friars made few or no converts, 

and the conquerors found little gold; and on the whole the expedition was unsuccessful.

More than a century later, in 1775, a friar named Escalante, with one white companion, 

penetrated as far north as the Great Salt Lake, and on his return passed through what is now 

Southw'est Colorado— a great feat of exploration, but one which led to no permanent results. 

T h e  real Spanish occupation never seems to have reached much farther north than Santa Ee, 

nor ever to have extended across the Raton Mountains, which now form the boundary line be

tween Colorado and New Mexico.

In fact, Colorado was not destined to be Spanish. It was a man of our own blood— an 

Am erican— who made the first really fruitful exploration; and Pike’s expedition, although it 

ended in a Spanish prison in Mexico, really added to the known area of the United States the 

larger part of that splendid domain which seven decades later became an integral part of the 

Union, and added to our flag its thirty-eighth star.

f i r e ’s e x p e d i t i o n .

By the purchase of Louisiana from Napoleon in 1803, there was added to the national do

main an area so vast in extent that the conservatives of that day trembled at the consequences
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of the annexation— a domain the boundaries of which were unknown, but which, in a rough de

scription, comprised all the land l3ung north of the Red River to the British dominions of the 

Hudson’s Bay Company, and stretching westward indefinitely, certainl}-' as far as the great cen

tral divide of the continent, and to the headwaters of the Red, the Arkansas, and the Platte 

Rivers. This vast region was known to be inhabited by savages and wild beasts, but it was prac

tically unexplored b>" white men. T h e  President and the Congress, and more especially the 

President, Mr. Jefferson, who always took an interest in matters scientific as well as matters 

political, were anxious to discover what their new territory was like; what were the boundaries 

of it; of what sort the savage tribes who roamed over it; what kinds of animals were to be 

found in it; what its^soil and climate, its possibilities for cultivation or commerce, and whence 

came the great rivers which wound their ways for so many hundreds of miles before finally join

ing the Mississippi.

T h e  man to lead an expedition which should find out all these things must combine some 

high qualities. He must be of strong physique, to bear the hardships that must surely come. 

He must be something of a diplomat, to get along peaceably with the Indians— for the expedi

tion could not be made large enough to act as a considerable military force. He must be a good 

leader, of approved courage and resource and mastery over men. P'inally. he must be a man of 

education, who would be able to take scientific observations, and make an intelligible report 

upon his return.

Such a man was found in Lieutenant Zebulon Montgomery Pike, whose expedition the 

year before to the headwaters of the Mississippi had been eminentlj^ successful; and in the year 

1805 Lieutenant Pike was authorized to organize and lead an expedition. His instructions 

named especially as objects of his endeavor, to trace the boundary with Mexico; to find the 

headwaters of the rivers; and to observe the habits and customs of the Indians, making friends 

and allies of them.

Lieutenant Pike was unable to start early in the season, being obliged to spend the spring 

and early summer in organization and outfitting; and so it was not until November, 1806, that he 

enter ed, traveling up the Arkansas River, within the boundaries of the present State. Novem 

ber 24, he was at a point near the present city of Pueblo; and there he resolved to leav'e the 

valley of the Arkansas and go up the Fountain, being curious to get a closer view of the great 

white peak which had been in sight for weeks, but to which he had seemed hardly to come 

nearer.

T h e  party made a rapid march, for on the 26th they were at the foot of Cheyenne Moun

tain, and on the 27th they ascended it, supposing that was the nearest way up the high peak.



W hen they reached its summit, Pike was amazed and disconcerted to see the great peak still 

many miles away, and, apparently, at least as high again as he had come. T h e  mercury was at 

4 degrees below zero; his men were not clad for mountain climbing in the snow; and regretfully 

he turned his back on the peak that now bears his name and will remain always his grandest 

monument, and retraced his trail to the Arkansas valley. He records in his diary his conviction 

that “ no man will ever be able to reach the summit of this peak.” W h at would he say could he 

revisit it now, and see the hundreds who make the ascent by rail every summer day?

Before going, howmver. Pike took a scientific observation, and found the summit of the 

peak to be 10,581 feet above the level of the prairie; “ and,” says he, “ allowing the elevation of 

the prairie to be 8,000 feet above sea level, the mountain must be 18,581 feet high— one of the 

greatest in the world.” T h e  altitude, or the severe cold, or the rarity of the air, must have 

affected either Lieutenant Pike or his instruments, for there are no indications of recent shrink

age in the peak, and at the present day the prairie is only about 6,000 feet above sea level, and 

the peak itself 14,147.

Notwithstanding the very severe cold. Pike and his party kept on, with various side trips, 

and suffering terribly with the cold, up to near the headwaters of the Arkansas, not far from the 

present site of Leadville, and over into the South Park. Then, returning, they struck up the 

W et Mountain valley, and over the Sangre de Cristo range to the Rio Grande del Norte. Sup

posing this to be the Red River, they followed it down until they came to a Spanish settlement, 

wdiere they were taken prisoners and sent under guard to Santa F e  and then into old Mexico. 

Finally they were released, and found their way back to the States.

W e cannot credit Pike with the prophet’s vision; for in his report he commends the good 

judgment of the Alm ighty in having made this a country totally unsuited to cultivation, and only 

fit to be forever the home of roving bands of Indians; and therefore a country not to be inhab

ited by white men, so as to lead to an undue enlargement, and, therefore, to a certain dissolu

tion, of the Union. L ike  many a man since. Pike's record of facts was much more valuable than 

his comment upon them.

Possibly an undue proportion of space has been given to Pike; but his was the first Am er

ican expedition; his name— thanks to a later explorer— is indissolubly connected with the whole 

region; and, finally, his book is now out of print, and the facts of his expedition are not perhaps 

as well known as those of the later expeditions.

OTHER EXPLORATIONS.

A s one stands upon the prairie some seventy or eighty miles east of Denver and gazes 

westward, a panorama of magnificent mountains forms the sky line toward the sunset, closed at



each end by a specially striking peak. Pike’s lies furthest to the south, and to the north, appar

ently near the end of the range, towers another, equal in height, and of a shape so peculiar that 

once seen it cannot be mistaken for any other. This is L o n g ’s Peak, and is named for the next 

chief of an exploring party who came to the R ocky Mountains.

It was in 1819, while John C. Calhoun was Secretary of State, and under his special 

auspices, that an expedition was fitted out under Major Stephen S. Long. T h e  naturalist of the 

party was Dr. James, who proved himself to be an intrepid explorer and a natural leader of men, 

as well as a scientific observer. This party came up the Platte River and were encamped near 

the present site of Port Lupton on the 5th of July, 1820. Thence they continued up the river to 

the cañón, and on over the divide southerly and down Ute Pass to Manitou. P’ rom there, more 

fortunate than the original explorer, Dr. James made the ascent of the peak. It was he who 

generously named it after Pike; but Major L ong called it James’ Peak, and it went by that name 

generally for more than thirty years.

Long and James went to the Arkansas and up to the mouth of the Royal Gorge, and then 

down the valley, over to the Red River, and so back to the States.

P'or twenty years after this there do not seem to have been any expeditions; but in 1842 

John C. P^remont began that remarkable series of explorations that earned for him the name of 

“ T he Pathfinder.’’ These have been written of so often that there is no need here to go into 

details in regard to them. T he first was mainly to the north of Colorado— to Fort Laramie and 

the Wind River Mountains. T h e  second, in 1^43, extended over part of L o n g ’s route— P'ort 

Lupton, Denver, Pueblo, Manitou and into the South Park, and thence to the North Park, and 

through Medicine Bow Pass, down the Bear River to the Great Salt Lake.

On his third expedition, in 1845, PTemont ŵ ent clear through to California. T h e  fourth, 

in 1848-9, was unfortunate, and the party nearly perished in the San Juan Mountains, finally 

coming out by the Rio Grande to Socorro.

Nothing discouraged, however, the undaunted P'remont made a fifth expedition in 1853, 

which was completely successful. Pie came up the Arkansas to Bent’s P'ort, near the present 

town of Las Animas, and thence, in the words of his father-in-law. Senator Benton, “ through 

safe and easy passes all the way to California, through a good country and upon the straight line 

of thirty-eight and thirty-nine degrees.’’

Another survey was made in 1853, under Government auspices, by Major J. W. Gunnison, 

with a view to locating a route for a railroad to the Pacific. Gunnison's party took the southern 

route, but explored enough in Colorado to give the name of the leader to the river which there

tofore had been called the Blue.



Meantime, before these later expeditions of Fremont and Gunnison, the Mexican war had 

been fought and won. A  regiment had been raised in Colorado, and Major William Gilpin had 

greatly distinguished himself— a distinction which led naturally enough to his appointment after

wards as first Governor of the Territory of Colorado.

A fter  the Mexican war, the country south of the Arkansas for hundreds of miles became 

American. 1  here was no longer any danger for an explorer who, like Pike, might venture down 

the valley of the Rio Grande to the neighborhood of Santa be. T h e  first effect of the cession, 

coupled with the gold discoveries in California, was a rush of colonists and fortune-hunters to 

the Pacific Coast. Not many of the “ forty-niners” went through Colorado, and the Rocky 

Mountain region had to bide its time.

It was not the Mexican cession, or the rush to California, that was the proximate cause of 

the real settlement of Colorado; it was the panic of 1857- T h e  present generation has seen 

panics in its day; but none that had a more unsettling effect. Many men of energy and enter

prise, seeing little or no chance of recovery at home, struck out west and began prospecting. 

T h ere  had been a little prospecting in Colorado before, and bits of gold had been found in the 

St. Vrain country. T here  had been some settlers too. William Bent had maintained for years 

a very successful trading post in the Arkansas valley. It was not until the year 1858, however, 

that the finds were made which created the “ Pike’s Peak or B ust” excitement, and which laid 

the foundation of the future State.

EARLY GOLD DISCOVERIES.

T h e first gold washed out, enough in amount really to promise large results, appears to 

have been secured by one George A. Jackson and associates, who in April, 1859, on Vasquez 

F ork  (since called Clear Creek) panned out about $1,900 in seven days. T h e  next month 

G regory made his find in the gulch since called by his name. Russell had begun hunting gold 

in 1858, but it was not until the next year that he, too, “ struck it,” and Russell Gulch became 

almost as famous as G regory Gulch.

A  few finds like these were enough to bring hundreds of fortune-seekers across the plains. 

Considering the difficulties of communication, it is almost incredible how quickly the news spread 

of the new El Dorado. Western Missouri was alive with outfitters. Across the Kansas prairies 

rolled an almost continuous stream of wagons, many of them with ox teams, and some bearing 

on their covers the famous legend, “ Pike’s Peak or Bust.” In those days all Colorado was the 

Pike’s Peak country. No gold was found near the Peak itself, however; the wonderful deposits 

of Cripple Creek having to wait another forty years before any qne even suspected their 

existence.



I he first finds, and the richest, were up Clear Creek, near the present towns of Black 

Hawk, Central City and Idaho Springs; and it may be remarked in passing that the mines of 

Gilpin County have never stopped producing from that day to this, and their output has been 

the steadiest, though not often the largest, of any mining district in the State.

1 here was not room for all the inrushing prospectors in the Clear Creek district, however, 

and they pushed out in all directions, soon finding “ p a y d i r t ” in many other localities. T h e y  

found it in the South Park, where Fairplay and Tarryall soon became busy communities; they 

found it over the divide, on and near the Blue River, in what is now Summit County, on the 

westein slope of the Continental Divide; they found it on Boulder Creek. In fact, it began to 

seem that the Colorado mountains were full of gold, and that El Dorado at last was really some

thing besides a name in a fairy tale.

I 'OI.ri 'ICAL DEVELOPMENT.

In the years 1858 and 1859, the settlement near the junction of Cherry Creek wuth the 

Platte River, being a convenient point of departure for the gold regions, grew' apace. By the 

spring of ’59 there were several hundred more or less permanent settlers. T here  w'as a rough 

element, as there ahvays is on the frontier; but the rough element w'as not in the majority— it 

never is in an American town of that size. T here  w'as a necessity for some form of government 

for a sheriff, and a court, and a regular way of enforcing the wall of the majority; and wdth the 

ea.sy adaptation of Americans to a new' environment, and with the Am ericans’ easy mastery of 

the principles of self-government, a court w'as constituted and a sheriff appointed.

T h e  first election was held March 28, 1859, and there was chosen a set of county officers—  

sheriff, clerk, assessor and treasurer— and tw'o justices of the peace, whose courts had of neces

sity a very ela.stic jurisdiction. Thereafter theft and violence may have been dealt wdth some

times summarily, but it was for the most part done at least in some accordance with the ordinary 

forms of lawn

These ambitious and enterprising citizens, however, were not satisfied wdth a municipal 

organization, nor yet with a county government. T h e  date seems a little uncertain, but the fact 

is sure, that early in 1859 tw'o delegates w'ere sent out, one to Kansas, notifying the authorities 

of that State of the organization of Arapahoe County, and the other to Washington to tell the 

authorities there that a new' territory was to be organized and officered. In neither case does 

the delegate appear to have had an enthusiastic or flattering reception. Kansas had troubles of 

her own, and did not care to add to them a new' county nearly five hundred miles beyond her 

western settlements. T h e  authorities at Washington w'ere already listening to the ominous mut- 

terings of secession, and were hardly ready to create a new territory with a few' hundreds of in

habitants.



T he people in the new settlements, however were not so slow as their brethren of the east. 

O n  the i ith  of April, 1859, a convention was held in D enver to provide for the formation of a 

permanent State government, and in June the delegates met for the drafting of a State con

stitution.

But if Arapahoe County was the first in the field with a regular organization, the new 

mining region on Vasquez F ork was not far behind. On July Qth, 1859, a public meeting was 

held, at which officers were elected, boundaries of mining claims were defined, a court was cre

ated, and a commission was appointed to codify the mining laws.

In fact, the settlements throughout the whole territory were not only quick to establish a 

form of self-government, but they were not satisfied with one form, and held convention after 

convention, and election after election.

About one important matter there seems to have been a general agreement— the name of 

the new territory was to be Jefferson; and one fact emerges from the almost numberless conven

tions, territorial. State and local, that were held during the year 1859— that is, that a territorial 

organization was made for the territory of Jefferson, and a day of election appointed.

T h e  election for territorial officers of the new territory of Jefferson was held on October 

24, 1859, and thereafter for about a year Governor Steele exercised the executive functions, ap

parently with general popular consent, though without any authority from the Congress of the 

United States. Meantime, B. D. Williams had been elected a delegate to Congress and had 

gone to Washington. W hen arrived, he obtained a peculiar status, which while not exactly offi

cial, enabled him to be of great use to his constituents. He was not recognized as a regular ter

ritorial delegate with the privilege of speaking from the floor; but he was allowed the other 

privileges of the floor, and did efficient work in committees, and in interesting members in the 

bill for the creation of the new territory. One of the first things he accomplished was the estab

lishment of a post route to Denver— for theretofore the mails had been carried entirely by pri

vate enterprise, and letters had cost the recipients twenty-five cents apiece.

COLORADO TERRITORY.

T h e bill which finally with amendments became the organic law of Colorado was intro

duced in the Senate in February, 1861, by Senator J. S. Green, of Missouri. In it the name of 

the new territory was Idaho, and in that shape the bill was passed by the Senate and sent to the 

House. In that body a separate bill was introduced, incorporating substantially the same terri

tory under the name of T ah o sa— which was said to mean “ Dwellers on the mountain tops.” 

W hen the bill was in conference, Williams succeeded in getting Senator Wilson, of Massachu

setts, to move an amendment making the name of the new territory Colorado— the reason given
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being that as the source of the great Colorado River was within its limits, the name was pecu

liarly appropriate. T h e  amendment was adopted by the Senate, and then by the House; and 

the enabling act was finally signed by President Buchanan, February 28, 1861, only four days be

fore he went out of office and Abraham Lincoln came in.

W e  have followed the history of the enactment of this law consecutively, without stopping 

to notice all the attempts made by the inhabitants of the new territory to organize as a State. 

They seem to have had almost a passion for politics, and they were at one time simultaneously a 

county of Kansas, a Perritor}^, with a capital and a set of officers, and a sovereign State— all on 

paper; while practically they were simply a self-governing frontier community without any legal 

status whatever.

The new State or Territory had had three capitals within two years, another sign of its 

political activity. Denver was one, Cxolden City another, and for a short time Colorado City 

was the actual seat of government. It was not for several years that it was finally settled that 

the capital should be Denver.

T he transfer of the executive offices to the new officers appointed by President Lincoln 

was effected without any objection, and the government of the new territory went on without any 

great friction or political excitement during most of Lincoln’s term of office. T h e  war absorbed 

the attention of the people, and Colorado took its share in the great conflict. In all, four regi

ments, or parts of regiments, were raised in the territory for war purposes. T h e  first regiment 

helped to repel the T exa s  invasion of New Mexico. Part of the others served against Price in 

Missouri. T h e  fourth regiment was a special one hundred days’ lev} ,̂ and was raised for the e x 

press purpose of fighting the Indians; but that, as Mr. Kipling says, “ is another story,’’ and will 

come in a little later.

During the war years, activity in the gold regions was by no means suspended. T he  

amount of gold mined during the four years, 1860-63 inclusive, seems to have been, at a mini

mum figure, about as follows: Boulder County, $400,000; Gilpin, $2,500,000; Clear Creek, $1,-

700,000; Park, $1,500,000; Summit, $5,000,000; Lake, $4,000,000. Some authorities give higher 

figures; but the.se are large enough to show that very substantial results were obtained, mostly 

by very crude processes. T h e  great majority of the mines were placers, although many lodes 

had been discovered, and much gold had been obtained from them. Lode mining, however, was 

still in its infancy, and awaited the discovery of new processes to become the great industry 

which it is at present.

With the end of the war came in an era of speculation, when values were inflated, gold 

was at a premium, and stocks of all kinds found a ready sale on the New Y o rk  market. It was



not to be expected at a time like this that the opportunity would be neglected to float mining 

stocks, many of which were entirely worthless. Many agents were sent out to Colorado to locate 

mining claims, simply for the purpose of issuing stock and selling it on the New Y o rk  Board. It 

made very little difference where these claims were located, for all the new territory was entirely 

unknown to the speculators in New York, and a claim in the eastern part of the State would have 

served just as well as the basis of a stock issue as one in the richest part of California Gulch. 

Some of these new companies were stocked for millions, and for a time some of the stock was 

sold at par.

This state of things could not continue long. W h en the balloon had become inflated to 

the proper point, it burst. T h e  losses were heavy, and the mining stock business received a set

back from which it did not recover for many years.

T h e  year 1864 witnessed another revival of political interest. T w o  more constitutions 

were made for the State of Colorado in that year, and two senators were elected to serve 

when the new State should have been admitted. In November, 1865, a legislature and State 

officers were elected, and the legislature elected two more senators.

Meantime, efforts had been made in Congress to secure the admission of Colorado as a 

new State. Congress had passed the enabling act. A t  this time President Johnson was engaged 

in a struggle with the leaders of the majority, and was anxious to obtain help from any possible 

quarter. He proposed to the two senators-elect that if they would support his administration 

he would sign the enabling act, and the territory might become a State. T h e  terms were refused 

and the President vetoed the bill, and the statehood of Colorado was postponed for nearly eleven 

years.
INDIAN WARS.

In tracing the political development of the infant territory, nothing has been said thus far 

about the depredations of the Indians, and the measures that were taken by the settlers to put 

an end to the wholesale pillage, devastation and murder that were wrought by the redskins of 

the plains. It is time that a word should be said upon this subject, for the redskin neighbors of 

the early settlers were often very much in evidence. Hundreds of intending settlers were at

tacked by war parties on the plains, and perished there, leaving no more trace than a ship which 

goes down in midocean. Supplies coming to Colorado from the Missouri River were inter

cepted, and at times there was almost a famine in the new settlements in consequence.
10



In the year i86i a treaty was made with the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, by which they 

ceded their lands east of the mountains to the United States. T h e  cession was no sooner made 

than it was regretted. As soon as the Indians began to realize that they had really signed away 

their right to use all this great country for their hunting ground, they began to make endeavors 

to get it back. This, of course, was impossible, and bad feeling naturally resulted.

During the year 1863 unusual activity was noticed among the Indian tribes, and there was 

reason to believe that a league w'as forming among all the plains Indians, from the Missouri 

River to the Rocky Mountains, and from British Columbia to Texas, for a concerted general up

rising and a tremendous and desperate effort to cast off the }^oke of the white men.

This league included the Comanches, Apaches, Kiowas, Northern Arapahoes, Cheyennes 

and Sioux. T h e  year passed without any outbreak, but in 1864 the expected trouble came. A  

family named Hungate were massacred at Running Creek, not more than twenty-five miles from 

Denver. A  party went out from Denver and brought back the remains of the victims, which 

were exhibited in public. This sight stirred the people to frenzy, and public opinion loudly de

manded reprisal.

Without going largely into details, it is enough to say that the forces of the territory were 

under the supreme command of a Methodist ex-minister. Reverend and General John M. Chiv- 

ington. T h e  principal force at his disposal was the hundred days extra regiment, of which men

tion has heretofore been made. T h e  Indians had been notified that all those whose intentions 

were peaceable must come in and lay down their arms, and remain under the protection of th^ 

forts. All who were in the field with arms in their hands were warned that they would be con

sidered public enemies and fought wherever found.

There has been a great amount of controversy as to the details of the proceedings just be

fore the battle of Sand Creek; but so far as I am able to judge, the gist of the matter is con

tained in the foregoing few sentences. Colonel Chivington finally heard of a band of Cheyennes 

some five hundred strong, it was said, who were encamped on Sand Creek, about thirty-five 

miles from Denver. A  much larger band were reported to be in the Sm oky Hill country, a little 

further away.

Colonel Chivington formed the plan of surprising the smaller body, and annihilating them 

before the larger force could come to their rescue. His plan was carried out with great secrecy, 

and was completely successful. He marched from Denver to Fort Lyon with his regiment, not
11
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the  silver mines on the mental and moral and political development of the people; but the time 

has not come yet when that can be done.

I he era of silver lasted till the panic of ’93; then men began to turn once more to gold; 

and as if designed by Providence to meet the demand, the discoveries at Cripple Creek, and 

later in the deeper strata at Leadville, in San Miguel County, in new lodes in the old gold coun

ties, and in other parts of the State, soon made Colorado the greatest gold-producing State, as 

she had for some years been and still is the greatest silver-producing State, in the Union.

1 he silver and the gold have attracted the world’s attention more than the humbler but 

more useful products of this State; so that it may be a surprise to many to know that the agri

cultural output exceeds in value every year the product of both the precious metals. Most of 

the cereals are grown in the lower valleys; Colorado potatoes are now famous all over the coun

try. Rocky P'ord canteloupes and Grand Valley peaches command the best prices in the New 

York market. T h e  fruit product is increasing by leaps and bounds. Sugar beets are a compara

tively new crop, but there are already in the State two large plants for the manufacture of sugar, 

and more are likely to follow.

O f metals other than gold and silver, Colorado has an abundant deposit. Iron and 

coal there are in abundance, and Pueblo, the “ Pittsburg of the W est,” has plants which would 

do credit to the Pittsburg of the East. Oil is found in great abundance, and the output of the 

Colorado wells more than supplies the home needs, and is largely exported. Lead and copper 

and zinc are in the mountains too. In some cases it has been the large amount of lead found in 

connection with the silver deposits that has enabled the silver mines to keep working in the 

years since silver fell in price.

EDUCAl'IONAL PROGRESS.

Nothing has been said thus far about the educational development of the State, and that 

is a subject that must not be altogether neglected. A w ay back in ’59, there came into Denver 

one day with an ox team, a man clad in a black suit and “ b’iled” shirt, with a high silk hat on his 

head, and a long linen duster enveloping his tall form. Pie excited more instant attention than 

any arrival for many a long day. If there was any disposition to make fun of his queer habili

ments, it was soon over, for Parson Goldrick had tact in manners, if not in dress, and soon 

acquired the respect and good-will of the community. It seems to have been he who started the 

very first Sunday school, and, soon after, the first day school, in the Territory. Other schools
13



sprang up in the different settlements; and of course the Greeley colony, when they arrived, 

brought their church and school with them, and the genuine New England atmosphere as well, 

for them to develop in. Since the early day, the State has made splendid provision for its 

schools, and today the public school exhibits from Colorado are taking grand prizes at the Paris 

exhibition; and the school, system of the State is probably on a par with that of any State in the 

Union. T h e  grammar schools are supplemented by the State University, the State School of 

Mines, the State Normal School, and the State Agricultural College, at all of which tuition is 

free to residents of Colorado, and all of which are doing splendid work. Besides the State 

schools, Colorado College, at Colorado Springs, founded under Congregational auspices; D e n 

ver University, controlled by the Methodists; and many academies, under the auspices of other 

denominations, among which the Roman Catholics are by no means the least prominent, supple

ment the State system of education.

O f churches, it seems as if all denominations and organizations on earth are certainly 

represented. T here  is no village without its church organization, and in the cities they are 

strong and growing.

T here is not space, in this brief sketch, to follow the history of the Territory of Colorado 

in detail further. It became a State in 1876, and at last two senators were chosen who obtained 

their seats in the United States Senate. T h e  early history has been outlined with more fullness, 

both because it is less generally known, and because it shows the character of the people, and 

the influence under which the Territory grew to be a State.

'I'lIE Pt:01'l,E OF COLORADO.

P'rom the very earliest days, the population of Colorado has been drawn from widely 

different parts of the Union. T h e  census of any town in the State, of considerable size, would 

today show inhabitants whose ancestors have come from almost every one of the older States 

east of the Mississippi River, and some from foreign countries. It is not a homogeneous popula

tion, in origin, and never has been. No single strain of blood has been dominant, as the New 

England strain was dominant in the early days of the Western Reserve in Ohio, or the Virginia- 

Kentucky strain in Missouri. T h e  people have always differed in race, religion and morals. 

But the very fact of such wide differences in origin and training, from the beginning, has brought 

about a tolerance which has sometimes been wanting in communities of less mixed antecedents. 

T h e  common perils undergone in the early days had a powerful unifying effect, and a common



pride in their State now actuates all the people of the commonwealth, h'rom the very beginning 

it has been the people of enterprise and energy who have come to the new country. T h e  life 

has at times been rough and uncouth; the people have at times been contentious, and they have 

always been positive in their convictions, and noways slow in expressing them; but the rough

ness and the contentiousness have been the signs of an abundant vitality, of a masterful energy 

that could not find a complete outlet even in subduing the reluctant earth, and must express 

themselves in human relationships. T here  are few or no decadents in Colorado. T h e  spirit of 

the people is one of a cheerful optimism. Their view of life is colored by the brilliant sunshine 

of their climate. If all their geese are swans, and if the}  ̂ look at everything through spectacles 

of a rose color, that is but a sign of youth and hope and superabundant vitality: and is surely 

better than looking through spectacles that are blue, and more likely to result in the end in the 

white light of truth. If the people of the State are enthusiastic over their State and apparently 

boastful of its accomplishments and its possibilities, who shall blame them? Theirs is indeed an 

imperial domain. W ith an area equal to that of New Y o rk  and Pennsylvania with New Jersey 

thrown in for good measure; with a variety of resources unexcelled, if equalled, by any equal 

area on the globe; with thousands of square miles of broad plains, where graze uncounted 

thousands of sheep and cattle; with valleys of unsurpassed fertility, whose agricultural and hor

ticultural products are a marvel to those who live in less favored regions; with mountains full of 

gold and silver and lead and copper, of iron and coal and limestone, some covered with magnifi

cent forests, some reaching up beyond timber line with bare crags to meet the sky, and all com

bining, with the lakes and streams and valleys which run and nestle among them, to produce the 

grandest scenery on the continent— what wonder if Colorado excites among her .sons and daugh

ters an emotion of largeness and of pride? But even more stimulating than the resources, the 

prosperity, the scenery, is that combination of conditions which we call climate. W hen the sun 

shines three hundred days or more in the year; when the air, at elevations from three thousand 

to thirteen thousand feet above sea level, is always an invigorating tonic; when mountains a 

hundred miles away look but an hour’s walk distant, and when every breath one draws seems 

laden with the elixir for which the ancient alchemists toiled in their .secret laboratories— what 

wonder that the spirit is buoyant, and all things good seem possible; that whatever the present 

m aybe, the future always seems laden with golden fruitage of past labor? W hen the twenty 

thousand people of the new settlements decided to be a State forthwith, and elected their gov-



ernor and United States senators accordingly, they were only anticipating the future by a decade. 

W hen they boasted, after getting a million dollars out of Cripple Creek, that it would soon be 

the greatest gold camp on earth, and that Colorado would soon be producing more of that 

precious metal than even California, they were but looking forward half a dozen years.

T he people of Colorado are not introspective— they have not come to that stage yet; they 

are not especially conservative— what is the use of holding back when there is so much in sight 

if you only go a h e a d ? —they are enthusiastic, at times they are sentimental. T h e y  were nearly 

all new-comers and strangers here themselves not so many years ago, and so they are ready to 

help the present new-comers with a kind word and a glad hand. In fact, here as much as in any 

community on earth may be seen realized the motto which Dr. Edward Everett Hale suggested: 

“ L ook out and not in; look up and not down; look forward and not backward; and lend a hand.”

Perhaps it is because they have not yet reached the introspective stage that literature of 

a distinctive type can hardly be said as yet to have been developed. T h ere  have been Colorado 

poems, and Colorado stories, and there are some writers popular now, whose names you may 

see in any current magazine, who live or have lived in Colorado and have obtained here their 

inspiration and their material. On the whole, however, it can hardly be said that we have a 

Colorado literature, certainly not in any such sense as New England has its literature, or the 

south its own peculiar product. T h e  population is perhaps too heterogeneous; the air is too 

clear; there is wanting a historical perspective; and besides that, the people have been too busy 

with the more material side of life. But the literature will come in its own good time. T h e  fine 

arts are a late product in every civilization; and Colorado is young yet, and has the defects as 

well as the virtues of youth.

O f culture there is more than many of our eastern friends are aware. Am ong the thous

ands who come here every year for health and life itself are many of the best educated and most 

highly cultured of eastern people; and they bring their culture with them, and it leavens the 

communities in which they make their homes. And this is only one source. T he  activities of 

business do not absorb all of the mental activity of men and women, even in the mining camps. 

As many fine editions of classic books are sold in this State, in proportion to population, as in 

any other; there is a sale here for good pictures, and a hearing for good music. T h e  women’s 

clubs of the State are celebrated throughout the length and breadth of the land; and whatever



m ay be said of the superficiality of some of them, on the whole they are a tremendous force for 

education and culture, as well as for practical good works.

1 he women of Colorado are very much like the women of other parts of the Union. It is 

they who support the churches, to a very large extent; it is they who are mostly in charge of the 

practical philanthropies; it is they who give the moral tone to the community; and even the fact 

that now they vote has not caused the men to cease looking upon them as superior beings. T he  

suffrage was given to them because the majority of the men of the State became persuaded that 

they wanted it; and if they wanted it, why of course they should have it— that went without say

ing. T h e  experiment has been tried for too short a time to authorize any large generalizations 

on its result; but this much may be said, that it has not changed the nature of the women. T h e y  

are still the home-makers, the help and inspiration of the men, the leaders in good works and 

kindly deed.s— just as they are in Maine and Georgia, in T exas and in California; and so they 

are likely to remain.

If little or nothing has been said about the scenic grandeur of our State, it is because the 

illustrations of this work will speak more fittingly than any poor words. T h e  grand peaks raising 

their snowy summits to the sky; the deep canons from whose depths the gazer looks up cliffs 

thousands of feet in height; the broad parks with their swelling waves of grass, encircled by the 

everlasting mountains; the ever-changing aspects of cloud and sky, of sunshine and shadow; the 

meaningful contrast of mountain range and prairie; the beneficent influence of pure air and 

golden sunshine— these will always attract to Colorado sight-seers from all parts of the world. 

If in this hasty sketch anything has been suggested to the reader of the means by which the 

State has been developed, of the surroundings and resources and spirit and temper of its people, 

then these words will not have failed of their intent.
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allow ing anybody to go before to announce his arrival, and from there he made a descent on the 

Cheyenne camp. It was an ordinary Indian camp— men, women and children together— and the 

women are said to have fought even more desperately and savagely than the men.

Colonel Chivington’s orders were to take no prisoners, and they were carried out. Esti

mate of the number of slain varies, all the way from seventy-five to seven hundred. T h e  main 

fact is that nearly the whole band were killed, and their camp was captured. In the camp were 

found a number of scalps of white persons, some of which, as was testified to by physicians who 

examined them immediately after the capture, were not yet a week old.

This battle of Sand Creek, or, as it has often been called, the massacre of Sand Creek, 

immediately gave rise to a heated controversy, the echoes of which have hardly yet died out. 

It is not necessary here to go into the merits of the question as to whether Colonel Chivington 

was justified in giving the order to take no prisoners. T h e  result was certainly a surprise to the 

Indians. Up to that time they had committed depredations, plundered, pillaged, burned, rav

ished, murdered and scalped almost at will, and when they were tired of doing these things they 

could come back to the agency and report, and be fed again until they were ready to go  on the 

warpath once more. T o  be treated as Colonel Chivington treated them— as they treated their 

victims, barring the torture— this was a new experience. T h e  process may have been unjustifi

able, but it was salutary.

Not long after this battle, many United States troops were released from duty further east 

by the close of the war, and thereafter the plains Indians were taken care of by the United 

States army.
THE ERA OF SILVER.

Until about the year 1870, all the fortune-hunters in the mountains were looking for gold, 

and for gold alone; but early in the following decade discoveries of silver were made which 

threw into the shade even the gold discoveries of the previous ten years. Leadville— the city 

above the clouds— became known the world over, and from its marvelous carbonate deposits 

were drawn millions in the white metal, which, when aided as they soon were by the mines at 

Aspen, and those of the San Juan country, and those at Silver Cliff, and many others, soon 

brought the product of silver up to twenty millions a year, and made Colorado the leading silver 

producer of the world. Some day, when the animosities of the subject are all over, and the his

torian can write without prejudice or passion, it will be an interesting study to trace the effect of
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