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FOREWORD

San Benito, Cameron County, Texas.
Dear Reader:

W e are proud to present this prospectus which tells 
in words and pictures the story of San Benito and its 
contiguous country.

W e have endeavored to tell the story completely; we 
know we have told it truthfully. In the first particular, 
we feel that we have succeeded only in a measure, for 
it would require countless volumes to do the subject 
justice. W e have, therefore, restricted our efforts to a 
discussion of things which are of interest to the man who 
is looking for a new and better home— who is trying to 
find a place where the things that make for health, 
wealth and happiness exist in greatest abundance. W e 
believe San Benito is that place and we are confident 
that you will share the same belief when you have care
fully perused the following pages and meditated upon 
the facts they contain.

W e are not selfish. W e believe the lower Rio Grande 
Valley offers to the homeseeking and investing public 
today more and better opportunities for health, wealth 
and happiness than can be found in any other quarter of 
the North American continent. Moreover, we believe 
the San Benito country is the best proposition in the Rio 
Grande Valley, and we further believe you will have the 
same opinion when you have investigated them all. The 
reasons why the San Benito proposition is superior to 
the others will appear in the following pages.

It is possible, indeed probable, that we have neglected 
to touch upon some particular point in which you are 
specially interested. In that case be free to ask 
questions. W e shall deem it a pleasure to answer by 
personal letter any inquiry you may care to make, and 
also to help you in every other possible way to get 
located in this favored land.

Yours very truly,
S an Benito Land and Water C o.





A PERSONAL WORD
y T 'lE O P L E  as a ru e, like to know something about 

those with whom they are dealing. This fact 
we regard as sufficient justification for the ap

parent lack of modesty which might seem to prompt the 
few personal words that follow.

Col. Alba Heywood, President of the San Benito 
Land and Water Company, the senior member of the well 
known firm of Heywood Brothers, o f Jennings, Louisiana, 
the discoverers and developers of the famous Jennings 
oil field. Many years ago, Col. Heywood was known 
from one end of the country to the other as a bright and 
particular star of the theatrical world. Since his debut 
on the stage of the commercial world, his success has 
been no less marked.

Mr. W . H. Stenger, the V ice President and General 
Manager of the company, like Mr. Heywood, is a 
product of the stage and oil fields, having been asso
ciated with the Heywoods for many years. Their suc
cess they attribute in no small measure to Mr. Stenger’s 
extraordinary managerical ability.

Mr. S. A . Robertson, better known as Sam, the com
pany’s Secretary and Chief Engineer, is the original 
San Benito promoter. Sam “ found” the proposition and 
then got the Heywoods and their associates to come in 
and help him carry his plans to a successful conclusion. 
By profession, Sam is a railroad contractor, and it was 
in pursuit of his avocation while helping to build the St. 
Louis, Brownsville and Mexico Railway that he found 
San Benito.

Mr. E. F. Rowson, Treasurer of the company, is a 
large land owner and capitalist of Houston, Texas.

Messrs. W . Scott and O. W . Heywood, Directors, are 
members of the firm of Heywood Brothers.

Mr. R. L. Batts, Director and Legal Advisor of the
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company, is a prominent attorney and capitalist of Austin, 
Texas. He is recognized as one of the ablest members 
of the bar in the Southwest.

The San Benito Land and Water Company is cap
italized at $500,000 but the individual responsibility of 
its stockholders exceeds that figure many times.

OUR PROPOSITION

The San Benito Land and Water Company owns 
30,000 acres of the choicest land in the lower Rio 
Grande Valley. This land lies in one regular body and 
is located on the main line of the St. Louis, Brownsville 
and Mexico Railway, between Brownsville and Har
lingen. The town of San Benito, situated near the geo
graphical center of the tract, is nineteen miles north of 
Brownsville and six miles south of Harlingen.

The company has subdivided the entire tract, with the 
exception of 320 acres reserved for the townsite of San 
Benito, into 40-acre tracts which are now on the market 
for sale to all comers, on easy terms of one-third cash, 
balance in three equal annual payments with interest at 
six per cent.

The company has also constructed a great canal sys
tem to provide these lands with water for irrigation 
purposes, charging therefor a nominal annual rental.

The deed conveying these lands to the purchaser 
binds the company to supply water at stated terms. By 
way of parenthesis, it may be said as a matter of in
formation that the San Benito Company is one of the 
few irrigation companies in the country that gives pur
chasers this guarantee. This guarantee is a part of the 
deed.

This is the San Benito proposition in a nutshell.



BY W AY OF INTRODUCTION
In the last analysis, the attractiveness of a given 

region from the homeseeker’s view point, exists solely in 
its ability to better his condition. If a given locality does 
not present advantages over those which the seeker is 
now enjoying, he will do well to look further or try to be 
satisfied with his present lot. On the contrary if it does 
possess advantages, that man who does not make an ef
fort to acquire them is a stranger to the most elementary 
of human tendencies which is to seek at all times the 
betterment of himself and those dependent upon him.

Among the essentials to the great trinity of human as
pirations, health, wealth and happiness, climate and soil 
stand supreme; climate for health, soil for wealth and the 
products of both for happiness. Therefore, the land 
which boasts of the greatest advantages of soil and 
climate obviously offers most to the man who would 
better his condition.

The lower Rio Grande Valley and more particularly 
the San Benito country is that land.

For generations past, probably since its creation, it 
has lived in fruitless dormancy, its possibilities unknown, 
undiscovered and unheralded. It was an “ out-of-the- 
way” corner of the country, far removed from the great 
highways of commerce and communication.

Bat the transformation has come. Today, instead of 
a land of unknown possibilities, isolated from civilization, 
the lower Rio Grande Valley is a region of known and 
tested resources, a section which is in easy and com
fortable reach of such centers as Chicago, St. Louis and 
Kansas City, by a forty-eight-hour journey.

Today the Rio Grande Valley is no further, as far as 
the time necessary to make the journey is concerned, 
from St. Louis and Chicago than it was from Corpus 
Christi, 150 miles away, a few years ago. In those days 
the stage coach was the only means of transportation by 
which the traveler could reach the Valley.
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In this lack oi transportation facilities is found the 
reason why the lower Rio Grande Valley was not earlier 
developed. It was inaccessable. There was no con
venient way for people to come in, and there was no 
certain way for them to get their products to market 
after they came. But all this is changed and now the 
Valley enjoys quick, convenient and direct rail commu
nication with all points in the United States.

But there was one other obstacle— one, however, that 
has been easily overcome. While the Valley country 
possesses both soil and climate of a character that is 
without equal in the world, as we shall shortly see, the 
question of procuring a sufficient supply of moisture to 
insure crop production has always been a vexatious one. 
The rainfall of the section is not ample to the needs of 
crops. Therefore, the problem has been to secure the 
needed moisture by artificial means. The San Benito 
Land and Water Company has solved that problem.

And so with its wonderful soil and climate which it 
has always possessed and its transportation facilities and 
assured water supply which it has lately acquired, the 
Rio Grande Valley now offers to the public at large and 
the agriculturalist in particular the best opportunities for 
location and investment to be found in the Western 
Hemisphere.

So much by the way of introduction and generalization. 
Now for actual, hard-boiled facts about what we chose 
to call “ the San Benito Proposition.”

LOCATION
The San Benito proposition consists of 30,000 acres 

of the most fertile land in the lower Rio Grande Valley. 
It is located on the main line of the St. Louis, Browns
ville and Mexico Railway, or Gulf Coast Line as it is 
generally known, a few miles north of Brownsville and 
about twenty miles from the Gulf of Mexico. The tract
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runs from Southwest to Northeast for a distance of four
teen miles and has an average width of eight miles. 
The Rio Grande traverses its Southern border for 
several miles.

TOPOGRAPHY

Topographically speaking, the land is level with o c 
casional breaks which assure good drainage. The alti
tude ranges from twenty-four to fifty-two feet. A  vesture 
of mesquite, ebony and cactus covers the land. This 
growth, which in some places is very dense, is an evi
dence of the soil’s great fertility. O f course, the land 
must be cleared before crops can be planted but the 
cost rarely exceeds $10 or $12 an acre, and the value 
of the timber obtained sometimes exceeds that figure.

SOIL

The lower Rio Grande Valley is in all essential par
ticulars like the world famed Valley of the Nile. It has 
been made by overflows of the adjacent river. In con-

The Home of San Benito’ s First Settler
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sequence, the soil is deep alluvial in character— the ac
cumulated silt of centuries. With this explanation it is 
needless to dwell upon its wonderful fertility. There is 
no soil in the world comparable to it in richness and 
productivity. It is the concentrated essence of fertility. 
Its depth ranges from ten to thirty feet. Its adaptability 
in crop production covers everything that grows in the 
ground to which the climate is congenial.

CLIMATE

There is nothing of such vital and far reaching im
portance in the whole catalogue of essentials that must 
be considered by the man who is thinking of changing 
his location as climate. It is the Alpha and Omega of 
human existence, for it is the one uncontrollable factor 
that fixes both health and production. The question of 
soil fertility is comparatively a matter of small conse
quence, for fertility is really an artificial thing, something

The Clearing Gang at Work near San Benito





S an Benito, Texas 15

that can be planted on the rocks of the barren mountain 
side, or picked up and transported by the whims of an 
unruly river to another locality a thousand miles away, 
or it can be made by the proper use of commercial 
fertilizer.

A  certain locality may have the most fertile soil in the 
world, but if it does not possess the right kind of climate 
to make that soil produce crops, it is valueless for human 
purposes. Stored away beneath mountains of ice and 
snow there probably exists in the vicinity of the north 
pole a soil which of itself is wonderfully fertile but it, of 
course, has little or no value. In States of the north and 
middle west there is lots of mighty rich soil, but when 
the rigors of a northern winter will let it produce only 
one poor crop a year, its intrinsic, its real value for crop 
production is sadly curtailed.

But consider the climate of the San Benito country. 
It is the most equable, evenly balanced climate within 
the boundary lines of the United States as the records 
prove. It is without extremes of heat or cold, and, be
cause it is, every month of the year is a farming month.

Relics of By-Gone Days on the San Benito Tract
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Instead of one scant crop which the farmer in less 
favored sections snatches, as it were, from the ground 
while the sun shines between snow storms and blizzards, 
the farmer in the San Benito country can make from 
two to four crops a year, as may suit his fancy and 
his needs, and in almost every instance they are crops 
which yield a per acre profit many times greater than 
those that are adapted to the whimsical weather con
ditions of the north.

And not only is the climate of the San Benito country 
the most productive in the United States, as shall 
be shortly demonstrated by the recital of specific in
stances, but in the important matter of healthfulness it 
has no superior and few equals in the world.

It is a surprising fact, but none the less a fact on that 
account, that in the San Benito country there áre no ail
ments or diseases which are due to climatic conditions. 
Although a coastal country, malaria, miasma and fevers 
of a malignant type so common to such sections as a 
rule, are unknown. This is due to the section’s topog
raphy, the altitude being greater than anywhere else on 
the Gulf of Mexico. Moreover, the air is dry but sur
charged with enough salt moisture from the breezes of 
the Gulf to make it cool and invigorating during the en-

An Apiary at San Benito





S a n  B e n i t o , T e x a s 19

tire year. Twenty years ago, a rough and ready judge 
of Cameron County, in response to an inquiry from the 
Federal Government at Washington, reported that the 
prevailing diseases in this section were whiskey and 
gun shot wounds. Needless to say those afflictions have 
long since responded to the treatment of civilizing in
fluences and it may reasonably be doubted if law and 
order are more circumspectly adhered to in any quarter 
of this land than in the lower valley of the Rio Grande.

The annual mean temperature of this section as 
gleaned from the records that have been kept by the 
Federal Government for the last sixty years, is 72.7 
degrees. The average mean temperature for the various 
months is as follows:

January, 58.9, February, 62.4, March, 68.4, April, 
73.6, May, 73.7, June, 82.4, July, 83.7, August, 83.7, 
September, 80.3, October, 74.4, November, 67.2, Decem
ber, 61.2. These figures tell the story of the climate’s 
remarkable equability— a difference o f only 25 degrees 
between the maximum and minimum mean. Do you

Brick Yard at San Benito
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know of any other section that can make such a showing? 
If you do, throw San Benito out of your considerations.

Hot and cold weather are unknown in the San Benito 
Country. The thermometer sometimes approaches the 
100 mark, but the cool breezes from the Gulf modify the 
temperature to such an extent that the heat is rarely 
noticeable. It is the proud boast of the country that it 
has never witnessed a sunstroke. The records show 
that only on one occasion in recent years has a lower

Olive Trees in the Rio Grande Valley
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temperature than 22 degrees been registered, and that 
was during the unprecedented cool spell of 1899, which 
held the whole South in its icy grasp.

A s a matter of fact, a freeze is something that the sec
tion experiences only once in many years and winters 
often pass without the sign of frost. When cold spells 
come they are o f an incipient nature, and last no longer 
than a few hours.

On account of its marvelous climate, every month of 
the year is a farming month in the San Benito Country, 
and the extent of production is limited only by the 
number of days in the year.

THE WATER PROBLEM
Three things are necessary in growing crops. The 

first is soil, the second climate, and the third moisture. 
Success in crop production depends upon the combi
nation of these essential elements. Rainfall, as every 
body knows, is the usual source of moisture supply. 
Where rainfall is insufficient or uncertain, the necessary 
moisture must be supplied by artificial means— namely, 
by irrigation. This is the situation in the lower Rio 
Grande Valley and in fact in all of that section known 
as Southwest Texas. The average annual rainfall is only 
twenty-eight inches, and neither its coming nor the time 
of its coming is certain. Hence the necessity for 
irrigation.

W hile it has been tried and its success and desira
bility fully tested and vindicated in many quarters of the 
world, irrigation is as yet a comparatively new thing to 
the average American farmer who is used to depending 
upon the good graces of fickle nature for the moisture 
necessary for his crops, Is it a good thing? The ques
tion may be answered by asking another. Is it a desir
able thing to control all of the elements that enter into 
crop production? Obviously it is. But can it be done by
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that farmer who depends solely upon rainfall? Certainly 
not, for he has no assurance that he will get rain when 
he needs it, nor does he know that it will come at a time 
when he doesn’t want it. On the other hand, consider 
the security of the man who has an abundance of water 
for irrigation. When his crops need water, he simply 
“ turns it on;” when they have enough, he “ turns it off.”

The man who irrigates and who has enough water to 
irrigate his crops when they need it, controls crop pro
duction. He can practically count his chickens before 
they hatch. He knows his soil and he knows his 
climate and with an assured water supply, which he can 
use when he needs it, he can figure his returns when he 
plants his crops.

This is the security which the San Benito Land and 
Water Company offers the homeseeking and investing 
public. It offers the richest soil and the most equa
ble, healthful and productive climate in the world, and 
a guarantee of an abundance of water, to be used when 
needed to make that soil and that climate produce crops.

Building the Main Canal
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This security is the result of the construction of the 
most complete and practical system of irrigation canals 
in the world which covers and reaches every corner of 
of its lands.

The story of the San Benito canal is a fascinating 
one. When Sam Robertson, the original San Benito 
promoter, first saw the San Benito proposition, the won
derful scheme which is now an accomplished fact re
vealed itself to his practical mind. In every other quarter 
of the Valley irrigation enterprises were being launched 
and to serve their purpose great and costly pumping 
plants were being installed to take the water from the 
Rio Grande. Sam took in the lay of the land. He saw 
that it drained away from the river, that the highest ele
vation was at the river bank and that it fell gradually at 
the rate of about two feet to the mile, going away from 
the river. He found that the land at the river bank stood 
fifty-two feet above sea level and that the elevation fif
teen miles back from the river was about thirty feet less. 
This condition of things was doubtless due to the manner

Sixteen Cars of Freight, One Day’ s Railroad Business at San Benito
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in which the Valley country was formed, as has already 
been pointed out, namely, by overflows of the river.

Each succeeding overflow brought its deposit of silt 
and debris which in time became soil. Naturally most of 
this deposit was left near the river bank. This accounts 
for the peculiar lay of the land.

Traversing the San Benito tract with wonderous sys
tem and regularity, are a number of old resacas, or river 
beds, through which the waters of the Rio Grande 
doubtless ran in by-gone days when the delta was in 
process of formation. All of this appealed to Sam Rob
ertson s practical eye in an instant. W hy not let a por
tion of the river out of its banks by means of a great 
headgate and divert it to the channels through which it 
once flowed and thus make fruitful the neighboring land? 
The lay of the land was wonderfully friendly to the plan. 
It would merely be a case of running water down hill.

Upon this plan the irrigation scheme of the San 
Benito Company has been developed and perfected. 
The system of old resacas mentioned covers the entire 
tract and constitutes the main canal system. Levees have 
been thrown up along the banks of the resacas in order 
that the water may be raised to a sufficient level to run 
into branches and laterals. Stationed at necessary in
tervals along the resacas, four immense locks have been 
constructed. The material used is re-inforced concrete. 
These locks have been built to hold the water in check, 
a thing which the rapid fall of the land makes necessary.

At the river bank where the water supply for the canal 
is obtained, a gigantic headgate built of concrete and 
steel, is located. This headgate is three hundred feet 
long, four feet thick and extends twelve feet below the 
deepest point in the bed of the river. It contains fifteen 
concrete portals or gates, each of which is seven feet 
high and four feet wide. These gates are operated by 
rack and pinion lifting screws.



A n Irrigated Onion Field in the V icinity of San Benito. C orn and Spanish D agger in the Foreground
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Leading from the headgate to the resacas is an artifi
cial canal, a mile and a half long. Through this canal 
the waters of the Rio Grande find their outlet to the 
resacas which form the canal system proper. For a 
distance of three hundred feet from the headgate the 
canal is lined with concrete to protect it from any wash 
or cutting that the rushing waters might cause.

At extreme low water, the surface o f the river is five 
feet higher than the bottom of the canal at the headgate; 
with mean or average water the surface of the river is 
eleven feet higher than the bottom of the canal, and with 
extreme high water the river stands twenty-four feet 
higher than the base of the canal at the intake. The 
method of operation is therefore apparent from this ex
planation. The gates or portals are lifted by the rack

Samples of Rio Grande Cauliflower
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and pinion screws and the waters of the Rio Grande 
pour in torrents into the canal. They rush on to the 
resacas through which their course is controlled by the 
series of locks.

Near the banks of the river there are a few thousand 
acres of high land which it is not practicable to irrigate 

I by gravity, and these are provided with water by the
» conventional method of pumping. For this purpose a

pumping plant has been erected in the near vicinity of 
the headgate. A  seventy-eight-inch propeller pump 
which works on the same principal as a post-hole digger 
and two twenty-four-inch emergency pumps, with a 
capacity of 80,000 gallons a minute, provide enough 
water to irrigate 10,000 acres. Ordinarily there are only 
2,000 of the whole 30,000 acres for which water must be 
pumped.

The entire system consists of twenty-two miles of 
main canal and many miles of laterals. A s the lands 
adjacent to the canals are developed, the laterals will 
o f course be extended until there will be in all about 
eighty-seven miles of laterals, making a total of one 
hundred and nine miles of canal.

Incidentally, the company is constructing two miles of 
drainage ditch for every mile of canal, laboring on the 
principal that if water is put on land, there must rightly 
be some means of taking it off when it has served its 

, purpose. This is a very important feature, and one
which many irrigation enterprises disregard to the sorrow 
and hurt of their patrons.

Another thing about the San Benito canal which will 
be a great boon to those who own land adjacent to it, is 
that every mile of the main canal will be navigable, and 
it is the intention of the company to shortly inaugurate a 
system of barge and tug transportation for the purpose 
of carrying the products of the farms to the railroads, 
sugar mills, etc. There is no transportation in the world
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as cheap, and as altogether satisfactory as water trans
portation, and this feature of the San Benito canal is 
certain to prove a source of great convenience and much 
usefulness to those who locate there.

One other point: People who buy land on the canal
of the San Benito Land and Water Company are guar
anteed water for the crops they plant. The company 
must provide water for the land it sells. This guarantee 
is part and parcel of the deed which conveys the land 
from the company to the purchaser. The deed says that 
the grantor agrees to furnish “ water from the Rio Grande 
for the irrigation of said land in sufficient quantity, in 
connection with the ordinary natural rainfall, to enable 
the grantee or his assigns to make each year a crop or 
crops on said land,” the only provision being some 
emergency over which the company has no control.

When you buy land on an irrigation canal, you expect 
to have water. If you buy on the San Benito canal you 
will get water, for the company legally binds itself to 
furnish it at stated rates.

The rates at which water is furnished to land owners
on the canal are as follows:

Corn, per acre.............. .......................  $ 4 00
Cotton, per acre..............  .......................  4 00
Alfalfa, per acre per annum................ 6 00
Sugar Cane, per acre per annum. . . . 6 00
Truck, per acre per annum - • • ...........  10 00

Payments for water charges are not due until crops are 
ready for market.

THE QUESTION OF RETURNS
1

Land, climate and water; the most fertile land under 
the sun, the most productive climate in the world and an 
assured supply of water— all in perfect harmony. This 
is the San Benito proposition.



A  Banana Grove near San Benito
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The next question which naturally presents itself is, 
“ What is the land good for,” “What will it produce.”

In order that the reader may have proper respect 
for the rather startling statements that follow, it should 
be mentioned right here that the section in which the 
“San Benito Proposition” is located, is already known 
and recognized as the most wonderfully productive 
region of the United States. The reader should there
fore not attempt to compare these statements with results 
obtained by tillers of the soil in other sections. In other 
words, he may reasonably expect more from such a 
favored land as the lower Rio Grande Valley.

Lettuce in the Rio Grande Valley
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The following paragraphs deal with the various crops 
which grow most successfully in the San Benito country, 
and the actual results which farmers realize in their 
production. The statements made are actual facts which 
the San Benito Company is prepared to substantiate by 
affidavits if any interested desire to question them. In 
many instances results obtained far surpass the facts and 
figures given, but inasmuch as they are not always the 
case, we shall use “ average figures.”

COTTON
Cotton, as everybody knows, is the staple crop of the 

South. It buys the bread and butter and the actual 
necessities of more people south of the Mason and Dixon 
line, than any other commodity or industry. In the San 
Benito country it attains its highest state of perfection, 
both in quantity and quality. The average yield is a bale 
to the acre, and a bale and a half and two bales are often 
made. The earliest cotton in the United States is pro
duced in this section. Its growth is so rapid that it 
matures ahead of the boll weevil. Cameron county, in 
which San Benito is located, holds the record for the 
earliest cotton and the longest staple in the United 
States.

CORN
Corn yields an average of from fifty to seventy-five 

bushels to the acre, and two crops and sometimes three 
are made on the same land each year. Roasting ears at 
Christmas time are a common luxury. Corn grows night 
and day in the San Benito country; consequently a crop 
matures much faster than in the north.

SUGAR CANE
Recent experiments have positively proven the fact 

that the lower Rio Grande Valley, of which the San 
Benito country is a part, is the “ Sugar Bowl of America.”
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Sugar cane thrives as in its native sphere. It produces 
a greater yield and contains a larger per cent of sucrose, 
the sugar producing element, than can be obtained any
where else in the world. The yield is from 35 to 80 
tons of cane to the acre, and the sucrose content, as it is 
called, ranges from 12  to 18 per cent; the yield of re
fined sugar is from 3,500 to 10,000 pounds to the acre. 
In order that these figures may be understood and ap
preciated, it need only be remarked that the yield of

A Date Bearing Palm in the Rio Grande Valley



42 S an Benito, T exas

sugar cane in the Valley is at least double that of the 
famous cane fields of Louisiana. In the Valley, replant
ing which costs about $40 an acre, is required only once 
every eight, nine or ten years, while in Louisiana it 
is necessary every second or third year.

It was the product of a cane field in the near vicinity 
of San Benito that was awarded the gold medal for first 
excellence at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition a few 
years ago, in competition with all other sugar growing 
districts o f the world.

The superior advantages of this section in sugar pro
duction have already inspired a tremendous development 
in the river country. Thousands of acres are being 
planted to cane, and steps have already been taken to 
erect mills and refineries to take care of the product. It 
is the intention of the San Benito Land and Water 
Company to shortly erect a large mill and refinery for 
the convenience of sugar planters in the vicinity. This 
mill will be located at some convenient point on the main 
canal, so that the product can be transported by barges 
direct from the field to the mill.

The possible profits to be realized from the production 
of sugar cane in the Valley range from $125 to $300 
per acre, depending upon the acre yield and the percent
age of sucrose.

ALFALFA

The San Benito proposition is likewise located in a 
region which is admittedly the best Alfalfa country in 
the United States, if not in the world. Eminent author
ities of the Federal Department of Agriculture have so 
pronounced it. Under irrigation, it yields from seven 
to ten cuttings a year and each cutting produces from a 
ton to two tons of hay to the acre. Growers of Alfalfa 
in this locality are now getting $15 a ton f. o. b. for all 
they can produce. “Alfalfa grown pork,” which at
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present brings 5)4  cents a pound on the market, is pro
duced in this section at a cost of less than two cents a 
pound.

THE EARLY VEGETABLE GARDEN OF 
THE CONTINENT

The crops just discussed, cotton, corn, sugar cane and 
alfalfa, are the four great staples— the bread and butter 
crops of the San Benito country. But a source of 
greater revenue is the production of early truck crops.

This section is now known and recognized as the “Early 
Vegetable Garden of the Continent.” Its products are 
the first on the markets of the land, preceeding the com
modities of all other sections from three to ten weeks. 
A s a natural consequence, truck growers in this region 
are awarded the highest prices that maintain on any 
market during the year. For instance, cabbage marketed 
in December, January and February, frequently brings 
from 3 to 5 cents a pound, and it’s a poor crop that 
won’t yield 20,000 pounds to the acre. Fancy Bermuda

Onion Packing Shed near San Benito
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Onions placed, on the market at the same time bring 
similar prices. Cucumbers come at a time when the 
first express shipments net growers as much as $1.75 
a dozen. Potatoes in the same fashion, have been known 
to give their growers a profit o f from $3 to $4 a bushel. 
O f course when the product of the whole section gets to 
moving to market, more rational prices prevail, but 
under normal conditions, the trucker who has any kind 
of a crop at all realizes a net profit o f from $150 to $500 
an acre.

The truck crops most extensively grown are the fol
lowing: Bermuda onions, cabbage, beans, peas, tomatoes, 
cauliflower, celery, cucumbers, water melons and cante- 
loupes. Many growers of these crops in the Valley have 
already accumulated handsome fortunes. For instance, 
one man who owns a truck farm in the vicinity of San 
Benito, last spring realized $13,440 from twenty-eight 
acres of Bermuda onions. A  neighbor living just across 
the road made $6,250 from fourteen acres devoted to the 
same crop. Still another trucker realized a net profit of 
$3,600 from nine acres of cabbage. Yet another realized 
$600 from a single acre of cucumbers. Another grower 
realized $1,036.75 from nine acres of beans. A  truck 
grower eight miles from San Benito made a clean net 
profit of $1,025 from one acre of celery.

These instances of remarkable achievement might be 
multiplied, but they are ample to substantiate the asser
tion that this section is the “Early Vegetable Garden of 
the Continent.” The growers named got handsome returns 
because their products were the first on the markets of 
the land, and the splendid climate of this section, which 
makes every month of the year a farming month, was re
sponsible for the earliness of their products.

FRUIT GROWING
A s yet, the fruit growing industry in the San Benito 

country is only scantily developed. It takes fruit trees 
several years to bear after they are planted and it is
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quite natural, therefore, that those who have lately settled 
here have turned their attention to lines of activity, such 
as truck growing, which guarantee quick returns. But 
the possibilities of this section in this particular, as in 
many others, have been fully determined and it is now a 
well established fact that semi-tropic and citrus fruits 
thrive more luxuriously and produce more abundantly 
here than in any other portion of the United States, Cal
ifornia and Florida included. Oranges, lemons and 
other fruits of the citrus family mature from six to eight 
weeks earlier than in California. Grapes likewise are 
marketed ahead of competing localities. Dates, b.ananas, 
figs and grape fruit, or the Pomelo as it is botanically 
called, are also produced under the same conditions. 
Pine-apples have been tried and found to do remarkably 
well. Japanese persimmons, peaches, plums and many 
other fruits have been tested and their adaptability 
demonstrated in the same way. English walnuts, pecans 
and many other nut bearing trees, which are sources of 
great revenue, have been successfully tried and thousands

Citrus Fruits that Grow in the Valley
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of trees are now being planted in the Valley. All of 
which goes to show that the San Benito country holds 
out a splendid future to the horticulturist. He may be 
assured of the earliest fruits and, at the same time, a 
tremendous advantage in the fact that he is fifteen hun
dred miles nearer the great markets of the country than 
the California grower, and this means an added profit in 
his favor in the saving of freight rates.

LAND VALUES

So much for what the land will produce. Now, what 
is it worth? Well, its intrinsic worth and its selling 
price are two distinctly different matters. Land that will 
produce an annual net profit of anywhere from $100 to 
$1,000 per acre ought to be worth, and, indeed, is in
trinsically worth at least several hundred dollars an acre. 
But it is different in the San Benito country. It is a new 
country and people are comparatively few, consequently 
land values are abnormally low.

The San Benito Land and Water Company has 

land varying in price according to its location, and 

grants easy terms to all comers o f one third cash 

and the balance in three equal annual payments, 

with interest at six per cent.

Until now, the Company has spent hardly a penny in 
advertising, and yet 5,000 of its 30,000 acres have been 
sold, and many of the purchasers are now refusing to sell 
at two, three and four times the original purchase price. 
Last May one man bought a forty-acre tract near San 
Benito and paid $40 an acre for it. Four months later 
the President and General Manager of the San Benito 
Company bought it back as a private investment and 
paid $212.50 an acre for it.
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It is safe to predict that within five years from now, 
there will not be an acre of the 30,000 acres which 
comprise the San Benito tract that can be bought for less 
than $300 or $400 an acre, and it is just as safe to 
hazard the prediction that much of it will be held at 
$1000 an acre.

Take by way of illustration, land values in such states 
as Illinois. There, people are many and land is valued 
on the right basis, the measure of its productivity. The 
average run of farm land sells at from $75 to $200 an 
acre. If it yields an annual net return of ten per cent of 
its value, the owner is satisfied. On the same basis, 
what should Rio Grande Valley land that will easily give 
a yearly net profit of from $100 to $200 an acre be 
worth? The coming of people— and they are coming in 
train loads every month— is sure to bring about the same 
condition of things in this section.

THE CITY OF SAN BENITO

San Benito, the city, has a great future before it. The 
settlement of the fertile lands that lie contiguous to it, 
and the vast products they will some day yield, are cer
tain to make San Benito a place of importance. A  
farming country must have a trading center, a distribut
ing point, and such will San Benito be for the great San 
Benito country. In view of this fact, San Benito town- 
site property is now a gilt-edge investment. Town lots 
are on the market at prices ranging from $50 up to $500 
according to location.

San Benito is already putting on metropolitan airs. It 
has the finest hotel in Southwest Texas, which was 
erected by the company for the special accommodation 
of homeseekers and investors. It is thoroughly modern 
in every particular, being lighted by gas and having hot
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and cold baths and running water in every room. The 
rates are $2.00 a day.

In addition to several mercantile establishments, res
taurants, boarding houses, a lumber yard and numerous 
residences, San Benito has the largest and finest depot 
on the line of the St. L. B. &  M. Ry.

A  Portion of the Mexican Quarter of San Benito



“Seeing is Believing

See San Benito and 
you will know that “the 
half has not been told” 
in the preceding pages

If you live in the North or Middle West you 
can buy a low rate Round Trip Home- 

seekers’ ticket to San Benito on 
the first and third Tues

day’s of each 
mo nt h

C H I C A G O  to San Benito and return........ $25.00
S t . Louis to San Benito and return........ 20.00
K a n s a s  C i t y  to San Benito and return. . 20.00

From other points in proportion

If you live in Texas, buy a Tourist Ticket to 
Brownsville. Rate, fare and a third for the round 
trip; limit. 60 days. Get off at San Benito, 

19 miles north of Brownsville
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