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COL. ISAAC L. ELWOOD, Founder of Spade Ranch



o r ig :n a l  s p a d e  r a n c h  h e a d q u a r t e r s

^  The Ranch
ESTABLISHED IN 1891

v* ' A
By Col. Isaac L. Ellwood 

of DeKalb, 111.
The Spade Ranch is known throughout, 

the Panhandle  as having more agricultural 
land on it th an  any o ther tra c t  of land 
owned by an individual.

The first land th a t was selected by Col. 
Ellwood was owned by D. H. and J. W. 
Snyder, and was located in Lamb, Hock
ley, Lubbock and Hale Counties. This body 
of land, which was 25 miles long and eight 
miles wide, covering one hundred  and 
tw enty-eight thousand acres, was purchas
ed by Col. Ellwood on June 15th, 1891.

Col. Ellwood with the pioneer sp irit and 
looking well into the fu tu re , saw the g rea t

possibilities of the Southwest Plains as a 
cow country, and he knew th a t this vast 
body of land, with its waving coat of 
Gram m a grass,- and underlaid with an in
exhaustible supply of w ater could be de
veloped and m ade profitable.

W ith his various interests in the north, 
one of which was the barb wire factory  a t 
DeKalb, 111., his time was well occupied 
w ith his business there, so a fte r his pu r
chase of the ranch land he appointed his 
son, W. L. Ellwood m anager of his Texas 
holdings.

The task  assigned Mr. EHwood was the 
improving and stocking of this ranch. His 
fa th e r told him of his faith  in the develop
m ent of the co u n try , and th a t he knew th a t 
there  would bo no financial loss in this in
vestm ent, and advised him to m ake all im
provem ents nerm anent.

The m aterials had to be hauled a g rea t 
distance, yet the very best th a t could be



The South Spade Ranch is located in Hockley County on land th a t was purchased 
by Mr. Ellwood from  C. A. Pierce in M arch 1906. It is now surrounded by reg ister
ed H ereford cattle. Mr. Tom A rnett an d  fam ily have been w ith Mr. Ellwood for 
21 years and live a t the headquarters an d  has charge of the range.

obtained was placed upon the ranch. The 
headquarters  were m ade complete in every 
way; w ater was piped into the house, bath, 
hot and cold, carbide lighting system was 
installed, and o ther conveniences to be had 
in th a t day. The barns were built to take 
care of the feed which was raised fo r the 
saddle horses. Corrals and dipping vats 
were furnished. All the outside fences 
were of six wires, and the inside ones were 
of five wires. The wells and windmills 
and w ater troughs were m ade perm anent 
fixtures.

Col. Ellwood knew th a t  he had found 
the ideal country. In speaking of its fu 
ture to his son, he s a id : “ I m ay not live to

see it, bu t you will. Some day this country 
will be soiidly farm ed and bringing from  
forty  to fifty  dollars per acre .” W ith all 
this in mind, he decided to block up a body 
of this land, while there was such a large 
expanse of territo ry  from  which to choose.

Mr. Ellwood m ade this ranch his home, 
and under the advice and direction of his 
fa ther, added first one choice tra c t of 
land and then another to its already  large 
acreage. Over the vast stretches of prairie 
grasses the Colonel would ride with his 
son, and together they planned fo r the 
fu ture, buying some of the best land th a t 
can be found in W est Texas. The last p u r
chase was made in 1906. A t this time
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MAKING ROOM FOR THE FARMER 

The Last Round Up on the N orth Spade

12 leagues were bought from  Lake-Toom 
Cattle Co. and they now had in their 
possession a tra c t of land eight to twelve 
miles wide and about fifty  four miles long; 
approxim ately  two hundred sixty-five 
thousand acres of choice land in this dis
trict.

There is no g rea te r cow country in Texas 
th a t  the Spade Ranch. Cows, w eighing 
twelve hundred pounds and fou r year old 
steers, w eighing fourteen hundred pounds, 
have been shipped off its grass. Col. Ell- 
wood knew th a t  a country th a t  produced 
so much grass th a t  would fa tten  cattle in 
this m anner, would also produce anything 
in the grain line. He predicted th a t  some 
day this would be located in the h e a rt of 
one of the m ost productive farm ing sec
tions in Texas, and th a t  is m ight com pare 
with any farm ing  section in the Union in 
fertility  and abundance.

On Sept. 11, 1910, a t his home in DeKalb 
111., Col. Ellwood passed away. He did not 
live to experience the realization  of his 
dream s, yet he laid the foundation fo r one 
of the largest ranch propositions on the 
Southwest Plains of Texas.

Today his prophecy is being fulfilled. 
One-half of the 265,000 acres has been cut 
up into 80, 160 and 320 acre tracts, and on 
Oct. 23, 1924, it was opened fo r settlem ent. 
This land is being sold fast to the farm er 
a t $35.00 and $40.00 per acre, yet the best 
has been kept until the last.

Anyone in terested in a new home will 
find an ideal location on the Spade lands. 
It is only th irty  m inutes to one hours drive 
from  any p a rt of the Spade lands to Lub
bock, the Hub of the Plains. 'There are 
State Highways running direct from  Lub
bock through the Spade lands in three 
directions. Three lines of the Santa Fe 
ra ilroad  crosses the Spade lands, two 
branch lines, one running W est and one 
Southwest, and the Main line from  Galves
ton to California. Several new towns have 
been built on these lands, and are rap id ly  
growing in population and prosperity. 
Good schools and churches are essential to 
the w elfare of every community, and the 
towns on this land have both. In fact, the 
Texas Technological College, a t Lubbock, 
is located on a p a rt  of the land once own
ed by Mr. Ellwood.



W. L. ELLWOOD
Executor of the Isaac L. Ellwood Estate 

Ow ner and M anager of the Spade Ranch

Mr. Ellwood has w atched the transition 
of W est Texas from  its zenith  as a cow 
country to its present developm ent as an 
agricu ltu ral region. It has seemed to him 
th a t  he has passed into ano ther age.

The farm er has rap id ly  and persistently 
taken  the place of the ranchm an. Cattle

are now sub-ordinate to oil, cotton, and the 
row crops, kafir and maize. The Spade 
lands are being pre-em pted by A gricul
ture.

The picturesque cow-puncher of o ther 
days has disappeared, yet in Mr. Ellw ood’s 
memory still linger those scenes of the



early  days on the Spade Ranch. lie  so of
ten recalls with keen enjoym ent those first 
spring round-ups, when he would tell his 
forem an to m ake ready  for six weeks work. 
The whole ranch  would soon be hum ming 
with activity. The chuck wagon w as.rolled 
out and filled with the necessary food sup
ply. The cook cleaned the pots and pans 
and pu t them  in place. The horse w rang
lers prepare  the “rem uda.” Each cow 
puncher got his “ ta rp ” and a “suggan” or 
two, a flour sack with a pa ir of socks and 
a carton of “Bull D urham ” tobacco in it 
and all was ready  fo r the spring work.

A fter several weeks of rid ing in the day 
time, and standing guard  a t night, the cow 
boys a t last have the cattle  “rounded up .” 
The herd varying a t times from  one thou
sand to five thousand head of cattle, was 
then “ w orked” and all the culls throw n 
back on the range, while the main herd 
was driven to the railroad  to be shipped 
to Kansas grass or to m arket.

I t was with a g rea t degree of satisfac
tion and pleasure th a t Mr. Ellwood w atch
ed the cattle roam  a t will over the broad 
expanse of grazing  lands. The whole area 
of the Spade Ranch is carpeted  with g ram 
ma grass and associated grasses which m a
ture  on the ground and furnish grazing  the 
year round. Mr. Ellwood has found this 
native grass to be rich in food value, and 
the cheapest feed th a t can be bought. He 
is still grazing  several thousand head of 
W hite Face cattle on the Spade Ranch, and 
like all cowmen, he loves the open coun
try. It is w ith deep reg re t in his heart 
th a t  he realizes the passing of the cowman, 
yet Mr. Ellwood is looking forw ard , ra th e r  
than  backw ard to the betterm ent of W est 
Texas. Rem em bering the prediction of his 
fa ther, he has re trea ted  with his cattle  and 
m ade place for the m an with the hoe.

R. C. HOPPING
Sales M anager for Spade Ranch Lands

«



B u y  A  Fa r m  O f f  T h e

AN INVITATION

Below is a copy of an invitation some of the boys a t the 
ranch received to attend a dance a t a little inland town 
called “ Knowles,” not a g rea t distance from the Spade 
ranch about the time the country began to settle up :

The invitation fo llow s:
“You are invited to attend a. cow-boy ball,
To be given February  16th, in the Redman Hall.
O ur country is undergoing a g rea t change,
This will be the last round-up on the High Lonesome Range. 
Let’s round up our stock and get ready  to go,
For we have got to m ake ready for the m an with the hoe.
No more chuck wagons, we will ea t around our shack,
And tu rn  our ponies into the K afir corn stack.
We will throw  them  together on the hill,
Ju s t East of old num ber Eleven W indmill.
Not very fa r  from the edge of the sands,
W here the town of Knowles now stands.
Bill O’Neal, the pool wagon boss,
W ill m eet you a t the gate and m ake you come across.
As soon as all the stray  men arrive,
Jack  H eard will have the ta lly  book,
And see th a t  all the stray  men get a look.
The nearest w ater will be a t Cap Rock,
Be sure and come and get your stock.”
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FIRST LAND TO BE SOLD
In October 1924, he offered 40,000 acres 

north of the Main line of the Santa Fe ra il
road in Lamb and Hockley counties for 
colonization. This tra c t which was locat
ed nineteen miles northw est of Lubbock 
was a part of the first land purchased from 
the Snyders by Col. Ellwood in 1891. Mr. 
Stanley W atson was m ade sales m anager 
with R. C. Hopping as assistant, and by 
April 1st., 1925 practically  all of this tra c t 
had  been sold to the farm er.

In the sum m er of 1925 Mr. Ellwood 
opened for colonization ano ther 40,000 
acres, with R. C. Hopping as sales m ana
ger. This block of land which adjoins the 
first tra c t sold, was known a t the H a rt’s 
Camp pasture. Writh the g rea t influx of 
farm ers to the W est, each looking fo r a 
suitable location fo r a new home, this 
second trac t of land was soon sold. By 
Jan u ary  1st., 1926 ninety per cent of the 
40,000 acres was settled by the farm er.

Today Mr. Ellwood has placed on the 
m arket, with Mr. Hopping as sales m ana
ger near Levelland, the County seat of 
Hockley County, thirty-tw o miles west of 
Lubbock, and now on the line of the Santa 
Fe railw ay, 17,00 acres of land. This land 
is only five to ten miles from  Levelland 
and about the same distance from  Ropes, 
another town on the Santa Fe. Schools 
and churches, and num erous business and 
m ercantile establishm ents have already 
been built here.

The farm ers who have settled on any 
p a rt of the Spade lands are well satisfied 
with their purchases and will tell any one 
th a t they  are living in one of the very best 
farm ing countries in the South. Mr. Ell
wood, too, is interested in the m an who 
buys his land. He is here in Lubbock and 
will stand by the farm er as long a t the fa r
m er is trying. If adversities should come, 
he will help, and as some one has said of 
him, “ as long as you continue to pull he 
will push.”

ANTON PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDING—Characteristic of the Plains are its Brick School Buildings
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Brick M ercantile Building at Anton
ANTON

Anton, the firs t town to be established 
on the Spade lands, a town of about five 
hundred  population, is located on the main 
line of the Santa Fe railroad , and on the R. 
Q. M. H ighway, about 24 miles northw est 
of Lubbock. It is in the center of the Spade 
lands and was first started  in 1924.

The firs t lots were sold in Anton Decem
ber 5, 1924. It has a  $60,000.00 school 
building, with an enrollm ent of 200 in the 
school, and two churches have been built.

Anton is one of the thriv ing towns of the 
South Plains, having a num ber of m ercan
tile establishm ents housed in brick build
ings, a m odern hotel and two gins. A nother 
convenience is the services of the Texas 
U tilities high lines which pass through An
ton and furnish  cheap electricity fo r all 
purposes, lights, power, etc.

LITTLEFIELD
Littlefield is a thriving city of some 2,000 

population with good schools and churches 
and many brick m ercantile buildings and 
is ad jacen t to the Spade lands and affords 
a ready  m arket for all kinds of farm  pro
ducts. On May 3rd, there  had been nine 
hundred eighty-five cars of grain shipped 
from  this point during the year 1927 in 
and around the L ittlefield section and 
much grain is still in the hands of the fa r 
mers. Nine thousand bales of cotton have 
been ginned at the L ittlefield gins during 
the past season, and the compress here, 
which was not completed until a fte r the 
season had opened, has handled 14,500 
bales of last years crop.



H. L. W oody farm  on the Spade land. 
It don’t have to be cotton, neither does it 
have to be maize. For you can pay for 
land raising corn. However, Mr. W oody 
raises some of all. He had 20 acres in cot
ton and sold 10 bales off his farm  last year, 
1927, in addition to several hundred  bush
els of corn, a p a rt of which is shown above.

Mrs. W oody also raises a large num ber 
of W hite Leghorn chickens as shown in the 
background.



Headed maize, K afir Corn and H egari 
w aiting for shipm ent a t Anton.

There has been 600 tons, 200 car loads, 
of m aize and H egari and some corn ship
ped from  Anton since November 1st, 1927.
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Farm  scene of H arvey Love farm , 4 
miles north  of Anton. You can see th a t 
here is still another m an who is getting  a 
home. He says th a t  he p lanted 40 acres of 
cotton between June 6th and 12th, 1927, 
and picked 21 bales.
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Home of Geo. K. M itchell, D iversified F arm er on the Spade Lands

Mr. Mitchell was asked fo r a statem ent 
when this picture was m ade. He said to 
tell the folks th a t he was “w orking every 
day and getting  three square meals a day.”

Mr. M itchell raises a good m any hogs, 
w heat, some cotton, and a good m any 
dairy cows, as well as row  crops.





HOME OF J. W. JOHNSON
Mr. Johnson has a section of 

the Spade land on the well 
known Sod House D raw . Mr. 
Johnson lives on his farm .

The original H a rt’s Camp 
Lake, located on the farm  of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Johnson. 
This lake is stocked with ca t
fish. No river bottom land has 
any be tte r soil than  this draw .
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DAIRYING AND HOG RAISING ON THE MYRICK FARM

Mr. Myrick is a diversified farm er. He 
has his hogs, his chickens, his turkeys, his 
dairy cows and handles each of them  with 
a profit. His hogs are m arketed with the 
packing houses a t Lubbock. He sells from  
$7,000.00 to $10,000.00 w orth of hogs an
nually  off his farm . His dairy products are 
also m arketed  a t Lubbock. He has 900 
turkeys, 18,000 W hite Leghorn chickens, 
has his own incubators and is now setting

130 turkey  eggs every o ther day. Every 
th ing  he feeds is raised on his farm  except 
a little cottonseed meal th a t  he hauls from 
the oil mills a t Lubbock.

The packing houses and the numerous 
cream  stations and cream eries located in 
Lubbock offer a ready  m arket for all the 
produce of this kind th a t  can be produced 
in this section.
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BREAKING WHEAT STUBBLE ON MYR1CK FARMS

Each of these trac to rs are breaking a strip 
of land 10 feet wide and from  8 to 10 inch
es deep. Mr. M yrick purchased five sec
tions off the Spade Ranch. He now has 
practically  all of the five sections in cul
tivation.



h
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Home of Mr. and Mrs. Claud C. Cam pbell, one of our influential farm ers, living 
2 1-2 miles from H a rt’s Camp School House.

HA RT’S CAMP SCHOOL HOUSE

Located about 16 miles north of Anton, 
near the old Sod House Draw, in one of 
the most delightful gram m a grass regions 
will be found a school house, not the little 
red school house of old, bu t a three teacher 
school, where all branches of the common 
schools are tau g h t and they have a term  of 
9 months.

This country, like all o ther parts of the 
Spade lands, has an abundant supply of 
pure w ater, however, in this locality there 
are a num ber of trac ts  th a t are sub-irriga
ted, the w ater ranging in depth from  four 
to fourteen feet. This section is an ideal 
A lfalfa  Country. The land around this 
school has only been settled two years.
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HOME OF MR. JENKINS

Mr. Jenkins owns 100 acres of the Spade 
land. He m et his paym ent on his place 
this year with the money he received from  
his tu rkey  crop alone and had money left 
over

Mr. Jenkins says th a t  he thinks this one 
of the best diversified farm ing countries 
to be farm ed anyw here. Read his letter 
on another page.
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THE TOW N OF SMYER
Smyer is located on the Spade lands, 

eighteen miles west of Lubbock, and 14 
miles east of Levelland, on the Santa Fe 
railroad.

Located in center of a four league tra c t 
by the Spade people, have cotton gin, nice 
brick school building, several business es
tablishm ents centrally  located and the pic
ture shows conditions of public roads in 
this section.
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THE TOW N OF LEVELLAND
County Seat of Hockley County

A N ear View of Court House Showing Two 
Blocks of Brick Business Houses in 

Background
Six years ago Levelland was unknown. 

A t the present time it has a population of 
2,000. There are th irty  brick business, se
ven lum ber yards and four cotton gins, 
and m arketed 5000 bales of cotton in 1927. 
A m odern compress is under construction. 
A m odern fire  proof court house has been 
built of white stone a t a cost of $150,000. 
There are th ree church buildings, a fine 
brick school building w ith 600 children en
rolled of scholastic age.

Levelland has all m odern conveniences 
and improvem ents. A firs t class w ater 
system, electric lights, and the assurance 
th a t n a tu ra l gas will be installed next year.

It is located in the center of Hockley Coun
ty, and on the Santa Fe railw ay, thirty-tw o 
miles west of Lubbock.

There are about 175,000 acres of the 
Spade lands in Hockley County. The lands 
nearest Levelland are now open fo r settle
ment. There is no finer land on the South 
Plains. Some of the best farm ers of Lub
bock county are selling th e ir im proved 
farm s from  $75 to $125.00 per acre, and 
buying some of this Spade land. Thev are 
getting two and three acres fo r one. They 
know the productive value of Spade lands 
and do not hesitate to m ake the change.



Home of D. C. Beebe on Spade Ranch, six miles east of Levelland
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Farm ing on D. C. Beebe’s land. This 
K afir is on first year land, when they 
threshed and weighed out 54 bushels per 
acre.



Cotton on the D. C. Beebe farm , six miles 
east of Levelland, on the Spade lands. 12 
acres of the above cotton m ade a little over 
one bale to the acre. The balance of his 
cotton crop m ade three fourths of a bale 
to the acre. All of this was first year land.
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Real money m akers when they  are back ed up with a country th a t produces the
feed th a t you see in the background.



THE COW, THE PIG, THE HEN 

By Dr. A. H. Upham

The farm er smiled as he passed them  by,
The cow and the pig and the h e n ;

For the price of w heat had gone sky high,
And the cow and the pig and the hen 

They ate up the grain he could sell a t the mill, 
They needed his care when nights were chill, 

He swore of them  all he’d had his fill,
The cow and the pig and the hen.

These barnyard  cattle had had their day,
The cow and the pig and the hen;

He could get th irty  bones for a ton of hay—
No need for the sow or the hen,

He never would milk another cow,
He hated the sight of a grunting sow,

And raising chickens was work fo r the frau, 
Goodbye to the cow and the hen.

They gave no heed to his jee r or frow n,
The cow and the pig and the hen;

W hatever goes up, said they, comes down,
The wise old cow and the hen.

The hen laid eggs the w inter through,
The cow gave milk and the piggy grew,

But hay had dropped from  th irty  to two—
Oh, the cow, the pig and the h e n !

Now he sits and sighs as he counts the cost,
For the cow and the pig and the hen.

He alm ost cries fo r the milk he’s lost,
The cow the pig and the hen ;

He’d tend them  gladly in mud or rain,
And lessen his acres of hay and grain,

If he could only buy them  back again,
The cow and the pig and the hen,



HOME OF MR. RUSH
Mr. Rush has lived on this farm  tw enty  

three years. The last fifteen years he has 
kep t an accurate  record and has had an 
average of about 75 acres of cotton each 
year, and has averaged .45 bales of lint 
cotton per acre during this period. Mr. 
Rush has w ritten a le tte r which will be 
found in this booklet,



RAINFALL
The ra in fa ll of this section comes prin

cipally during the m onths of April, May, 
June, Ju ly  and August. Over a period of 
th irty -th ree  years, the average rainfall has 
been 20.42 inches per year, seventy-five 
per cent of which falls during the growing 
season.

COTTON
Cotton is no more an experim ent. Gins 

run from  early  fall until April alm ost every 
year. A lready the South Plains country is 
becoming fa r  fam ed as the coming cotton 
country of the South, because of its free
dom from  insects and other pestiferous in
sects detrim ental to cotton. Cotton is pro
duced cheaper on the South Plains than  
any o ther place in the South, which has 
caused an im m igration here of cotton fa r
m ers and has focused the eyes of the cotton 
world upon this section. Cotton experts 
in every line of work have come from  every 
corner of the globe to visit Lubbock and 
see the section th a t is recognized as the 
fu tu re  cotton empire.

Lubbock is the second largest inland 
spot cotton m arket in the world. One man 
can p lan t and care for 150 acres of cotton. 
One m an can pick seventy-five pounds of 
lint cotton per day, 111 pounds by snap
ping and 725 pounds by sledding.

The South Plains in 1926 raised 464,367 
bales.

It has been said from  good authority  
th a t  w ithin 100 mile radius of Lubbock will 
some day be grown as much cotton as the 
S tate of Texas now produces.

The Governm ent Experim ent Station lo
cated a t Lubbock, gives the average yield 
of cotton fo r the years 1912 to 1926 inclu
sive as 310.72 pounds of lint cotton per 
acre.

Comparisons as to yield of cotton taken 
from  the census fo r the crop of 1919-20:
County Acres Yield Bales
McLennan 324,730 34,655 .23
Collin 176,901 40,311 .27
W illiamson 266,979 77,733 .29
Lubbock 35,476 17,603 .49

In 1926 Lubbock County produced 71, 
019 bales.

There is no other cotton section in the 
United States which can compete with so  
le w  an  a v e r a g e  price of production.

NATURE OF SOIL
The soil of this entire body of land is of 

an alluvial nature, and incom parably rich. 
It runs from  three to six feet deep, and 
varies from  a chocolate color to black. 
Much of it is the well known “ Cat-Claw” 
land and is noted for its exceptional fe rtil
ity and moisture. Virgin soil, though it is, 
having never been touched by the plow, it 
contains all its na tu ra l salts and potashes 
for the luxuriant grow th of diversified 
crops, and is fu rth e r enriched by decades 
of grazing  cattle fertilizing it beyond pos
sible explanation.

DIVERSIFIED FARMING

Too much cannot be said in regard  to di
versified farm ing. There is no country 
anyw here where the grain yields will 
average over a term  of years w hat they  do 
here. W heat has been known to yield as 
much as 50 bushels to the acre, corn from  
25 to 40 bushels per acre, K afir, Maize 
and H egari yields from  one to two tons 
per acre.

The larger profits from these crops are 
obtained by feeding the live stock on the 
farm , and selling the m eat instead of the 
grain. Due to the fac t th a t small grain 
is so prolific, this p a rt of the country is 
destined J:o be one of the greatest feeding 
grounds in the United States.

Col. C. C. French, Industrial Agent fo r 
the F ort W orth Stock Y ards Co. has been 
assem bling a variety  of data  on hogs and 
cotton in Texas. Col. French proves th a t 
farm ers of the South are trad ing  each year 
nearly  one million bales of cotton for 
northern  pork and hog products.

This has proven itself to be a wonderful 
hog country. It is practically  free from all 
diseases th a t hogs are subject to. W ith an 
abundance of corn, m aize and kafir and



green w heat fields and a lfa lfa , it not only 
is a safe hog country bu t it is also ideal - i  
fo r the dairying industry.

There are now available, according to 
the best estim ates, 900,000 milk cows in 
Texas, and these are producing butter, 
cream  and milk as fo llow s:

Total value the producer received from  
milk, cream  and bu tte r fa t  m arketed is 
roughly estim ated a t $120,000,000 annual
ly or about 3% of the nation’s output. 
Texas produces about enough b u tte r and 
cream  to supply th ree fifths of h e r people, 
the rem ainder being im ported from  other 
States. Cream and b u tte r m ay be m arke t
ed in Lubbock. Three wholesale and num 
erous retail stations are located here. Our 
people are learning th a t  a “ cream  check a 
day keeps the m ortgage aw ay.”

Poultry  raising goes hand  in hand with 
dairying in bringing about fifty-tw o pay 
days a year. Poultry  raising and dairying 
w ith a few  hogs to clean up the farm  
waste, m akes a good profitable com bina
tion. Three wholesale poultry  houses are 
located in Lubbock as well as two large 
hatcheries, one of which has a capacity  of 
90,000 eggs every twenty-one days.

HEALTH
This is one of the health iest clim ates in 

Texas. An altitude of 3,000 fee t m akes it 
an ideal place fo r a com fortable home. 
There is no m alaria  here, and no sw eltering 
nights in the summer. On the farm s in 
this section will be found a quiet a ir  of 
health , peace, plenty and contentm ent.

You, too, can have a sim iliar home a t a 
price w ithin the reach of all.

Pure a ir and pure w ater are two essen
tials to health . The w ater here tests 98% 
pure. The air a t  this altitude is neither 
too heavy or too light, which m akes it ju st 
ideal.

W ATER

W ater can be had a t a depth of from  50 
to 125 feet, and the supply  is inexhaustible 
and tests 98% pure. Drillers have been 
known to complete two wells in a day. 
W ells are drilled a t a cost of 75 cents per 
foot. W ell, w indm ill, tow er, pipe every
th ing  complete have an average cost of 
about $250.00.



ADM INISTRATION BUILDING TEXAS TECHNOLOGICAL COLLEGE, LUBBOCK, TEXAS
The grow th of Texas Technological 

College which opened its doors in Septem 
ber 1925, has been the w onder and the 
pride of all Texas. The firs t year more 
than  one thousand young men and women 
enrolled as students, the second year this 
num ber was alm ost doubled, and the th ird  
year will show a substantial increase over 
the second year. The uparalleled  a tten 
dance indicates th a t  there was a g rea t 
need fo r the institution and also th a t m ar
velous progress has been m ade in the con
struction of the physical p lan t and in the 
selection of adm inistrative officials and the 
faculty.

The people of W est Texas are exceed
ingly proud of Texas Technological Col
lege, and while its students are from  nearly 
every county in Texas, the attendance 
from  W est Texas indicates th a t this g rea t

and rap id ly  growing section would itself 
support a g rea t institution of learning.

A lready the physical p lan t of the school 
is valued a t two and one-half million dol
lars. The building program  of the present 
biennium am ounts to practically  $700,000 
At the present tim e an engineering build
ing and a chem istry building are in pro
cess of construction and will be ready  for 
occupancy during the coming school year. 
These buildings will be on a p a r  with the 
m ost m odern buildings of their kind in the 
United States. There are now on the two 
thousand acre cam pus a to tal of 14 m od
ern, substantial, fireproof buildings.

The next legislature will be asked fo r a 
to tal of $1,280,000 fo r perm anent im prove
ments. This am ount will be absolutely ne
cessary in the opinion of P resident Paul 
W. Horn to take care of the rap id ly  in-
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creasing attendance. This am ount will be 
expended as fo llow s: the adm inistration 
building will be com pleted a t a cost of 
$654,000; new equipm ent for same would 
be $56,000; a lib rary  building tc- cost 
$200,000 with $50,00 fo r books and equip
m ent; $50,000 fo r additional equipm ent 
for the engineering buildings; $30,000 for 
barns, sheds and fences in the agricultural 
departm en t; $60,000 for a dairy products 
building and equipm ent; $25,000 fo r an 
addition to  the heating  p la n t ; $50,000 for 
additional equipm ent fo r science building; 
$15,000 for an additional w ell; $25,000 for 
roads and paving; $10,000 for sidewalks 
and $10,000 for trees and shrubbery.

Thus it can be seen th a t  Texas Techno
logical College has an ambitious program  
for enlargem ent in order to m eet the needs 
of the rap id ly  developing country in which 
it is located. The facu lty  fo r the coming 
year will be approxim ately  150, all of 
whom have received degrees from  the 
leading colleges and universities in Am eri
ca. The College is divided into four 
schools: Liberal A rts, Engineering, A gri
culture and Home Economics.

Students in W estern Texas need not 
leave home to get as fine instruction as 
can be had in the land.

The School of A griculture in Texas 
Technological College is a lready  proving 
of invaluable service to the developm ent 
of the Plains country. In fact, a special ef
fo rt is being m ade to join hands with all 
o ther forces fo r the p roper agricu ltural de
velopm ent of this immense empire, destin
ed to be, in the opinion of exnerts, the 
g reatest agricu ltu ral section of the United 
States.

In the Texas Technological College the 
required work in agricu lture  is not th a t of 
a vocational school course, wherein the 
ability to do things w ith the hands is all 
th a t is taugh t, but on the contrary, the ef

fort is to produce a th inker as well as a 
skilled worker. The underlying princi
ples in economic thought and history, in 
agricu ltural education and in the funda
m ental sciences such as genetics, botany, 
and chemistry are required  together with 
the purely agricu ltural courses dealing 
with crops, livestock, fru it, farm  m anage
ment, etc.

The school of A griculture in Texas Tech
nological College offers six basic collegiate 
courses with several opportunities fo r fu r
ther specialization. These basic courses are 
anim al husbandry, horticulture, dairy  pro
ducts and m anufactures, agonomy, agricul
tu ral economics, and landscape a rch itec t
ure. F u rthe r opportunities are open to 
the student w herein he m ay d irect his stu
dies in more specific channels w ithin the 
m ajors offered. The anim al husbandry  
student m ay elect to pay more specific a t
tention to feeds and nutrition, or to the pro
duction of dairy anim als and milk, or to 
the poultry  industry, etc.

Contact with the ag ricu ltu ra l industry  
and fam iliarity  with its highly complex or
ganization is dem anded. To this end the 
units of the college include farm s, barns, 
gardens, a greenhouse, and a dairy  m anu
facturing  p lan t and laboratories. Each stu
dent is required to have had six m onths of 
actual farm  experience or a sim iliar p lant 
or greenhouse experience in the la te r years 
of his life. Instruction as given has a di
rect application to W est Texas and equip
m ent for th a t purpose is largely  on hand. 
For agricu ltural use there  are 13 labora
tory and class rooms. The College owns 
2,000 acres of land, and $215,000 w orth of 
equipm ent ; land, m achinery, and buildings 
devoted directly to the school of A gricul
ture. The anim als used fo r instructional 
purposes num ber 250 head of the larger 
anim als, besides poultry  and sim iliar sm al
ler animals.
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EXPRESSIONS FROM ACTUAL FARMERS
Lubbock, Texas, M arch 17, 1928 

The Ellwood Farm s Co.,
Lubbock, Texas

1 recently  learned th a t  you were ga th 
ering a little data  fo r publication reg ard 
ing farm ing on the South Plains of Texas. 
I am glad to furnish you with the exper
ience th a t 1 have had farm ing near Lub
bock fo r the past twenty-seven yeai’s.

Prior to coming here I farm ed in An
derson County, Texas, and am frank  to say 
th a t  1 have never farm ed in any country 
th a t  would produce any more per acre over 
a term  of years than  this South Plains 
country. I have farm ed on the place th a t 
1 now live on since 1908. I can fu rth e r 
state  th a t I planted the firs t cotton crop 
th a t was ever raised on the South Plains 
and th a t was in 1903. This was th irty  
acres, and I gathered  fifteen bales, weigh
ing five hundred  th irty  pounds each. I 
have never had a complete failu re; I have 
had some bad years mixed with some good 
ones.

From 1908 until 1918 inclusive, I 
kept a record of the cotton raised each 
year. Those fifteen years averaged .45 of 
a bale of cotton per acre. In 1926 my cot
ton crop of seventy acres averaged me a 
little better than  one-naif bale per acre. 1 
mention the crop of 1926 fo r the purpose 
of letting you know th a t there is no “ w ear 
out” to this land.

In my opinion all the fertilizer this 
land will ever need is w ater.

In 1916 I shipped some dairy cows 
down from  W isconsin and while these 
cows were being acclim ated I bought a 
ha lf car of a lfa lfa  fo r them , this being the 
only feed th a t I have had to buy since 
farm ing on this place.

I do not hesitate now to recemm end 
this country to any m an who w ants to get 
a good home. I also w ant to assure you 
th a t my neighbors have m ade equally as 
good a crop as I have m ade during this 
time.

My farm  is located twelve miles east 
of Lubbock, in the A cuff Community.

Yours very truly,
S. S. Rush

Anton, Texas, April 10, 1928 
The Ellwood Farm s Co.,
Lubbock, Texas,
G entlem en:

I bought a Q uarter Section of land 
from  you in the la tte r  p a rt  of 1925. I have 
m ade two crops here. In 1926 I had 60 
acres of cotton on sod and gathered  three 
fourths of a bale to the acre. My K affir 
corn and m aize threshed 2,000 pounds to 
the acre.

In 1927 I had 44 acres of cotton and 
gathered  19 five hundred pound bales. My 
feed threshed a little better than  2,000 
pounds to the acre.

I have farm ed all my life, principally  
in M cCurtain, Childress Counties, bu t I 
have never farm ed where one m an could 
handle as much farm  land as he can righ t 
here. In 1926 I worked 150 acres with 
four head of horses, and in 1927, 170 acres 
with four head. I konw th a t  this is one of 
the g rea test diversified farm ing countries I 
have ever farm ed in. There is no reason 
for a m an not paying this land out if he 
will work for it.

Yours truly,
Jack  Fowler,

Anton, Texas

Littlefield, Texas, April 30, 1928 
The Ellwood Farm s Co.,
Lubbock, Texas.
G entlem en:

I farm ed in H ardem an County fo r 17 
years prior to coming here. I have only 
m ade one crop here, bu t I th ink it is one 
of the best diversified farm ing countries 
I have ever lived in. 1 farm  about 80 acres 
of land. I raise chickens, turkeys and 
hogs. The money received from  my tu r
keys last year, a good deal more than  
m ade my in terest and principal paym ent 
on my tra c t of land.

I don’t hesitate in recom m ending this 
country to any man who w ants a home.

Yours truly,
J. A. Jenkins, 
L ittlefield, Texas



Anton, Texas, A pril 21, 1928 
The Ellwood Farm s Co.,
Lubbock, Texas,
G en tlem en :

1 bought land from  you in the fall of 
1925, and have m ade two crops here, the 
first of which was sod. I broke out 150 
acres of land the firs t year. 100 acres of 
this land I p lanted in cotton, and gathered 
forty-tw o five hundred pound bales, the 
balance I p lanted in m aize and corn. The 
m aize m ade an average of one and one 
h a lf  tons per acre, and the corn between 
20 and 80 bushels per acre.

In 1927 I planted 110 acres of cotton 
and gathered  65 five hundred  pound bales. 
My m aize, which was about fo rty  acres 
averaged me about two tons per acre, and 
1 assure you th a t I am perfectly  satisfied 
w ith my investm ent here, and if a man 
w ants to farm  I don’t  know of a be tter 
country th a t  he could go to th a t would 
beat it.

I have farm ed all my life, the princi
pal p a rt  of which was done in Bell and 
W illiamson Counties, bu t the expense of 
farm ing  in th a t  country is so much g reater 
than  here it gives us a much be tte r income 
on our investm ent th an  it is possible fo r us 
to get out of those lands there.

I don’t  hesitate  to recom mend this 
land not only to the m an th a t w ants a 
home, bu t also to any m an who w ants to 
m ake money farm ing.

Yours truly,
O. L. Langston,

Rt. No. 1,
Anton, Texas.

Littlefield, Texas, M arch 19, 1928 
The Ellwood Farm s Co.,
Lubbock, Texas,
D ear S irs :

In regard  to some d a ta  on the Spade 
Lands I bought from  you, will say in re 
gard  to same th a t  I am well pleased with 
my lands. I am eleven miles northeast of 
L ittlefield, Texas. These lands are heavy 
ca t claw  lands. The soil is very rich and 
deep. I came from  N orth Georgia in the 
heavy clay lands to Runnels County, Tex

as and farm ed there five years. I can say 
th a t this is the best land th a t  I have ever 
farm ed on. It is easy to prepare  and easy 
to cultivate. The firs t year 1 broke the 
sod out I m ade 72 bales of cotton on 100 
acres, about forty  bushels of corn and one 
ton of m aize per acre, and last year we 
combined or threshed the H egari in the 
field when ripe and it threshed out 2,743 
pounds per acre and brought $1.00 per 100 
pounds. I hope to do better this year. The 
w ater here is very fine and good and 
plenty of same. You can raise m ost all 
kinds of vegetables in your garden  here. 
Everything th a t grows on vines does extra 
well in this soil. W e have good schools. 
The school trucks come to your door and 
carry  the children to school. The county 
is settling very fast.

Very respectfully ,
O. D. Brown.

The Ellwood Farm s Co.,
Lubbock, Texas,
Gentlemen :

I was raised in Texas and have fa rm 
ed all my life, but I have never farm ed 
anyw here where the returns from  the farm  
were any more than  here. One m an can 
farm  alm ost double the am ount of land 
here th a t  he can in any o ther country I 
have ever lived.

We are highly pleased with the citi
zenship here and don’t expect to m ake an
other move. I do not hesitate to recom 
mend the Spade Land to any m an who is 
looking for a home.

Yours tru ly ,
T. B. E lder,

R ural Route, 
L ittlefield, Texas

Littlefield, Texas, A pril 3, 1928 
The Ellwood Farm s Co.,
Lubbock, Texas,
G entlem en:

I have learned th a t  you are gathering  
data  for publication regard ing  farm ing  on 
the Soade Ranch lands. I am not only sa t
isfied with w hat a m an can raise on his
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farm , but it is one of the health iest coun
tries I have ever lived in.

I have farm ed in Hill County 27 years 
before coming here. In fact, 1 still own 
my own farm  there, bu t since buying land 
from  you I have na tu ra lly  had  to put in 
a p a rt of my time here. I have been both
ered with asthm a for four years and had 
not slept a sound nights sleep in 3 years, 
consequently could not do much work. 
Since coming out here there is not a man 
on the farm  th a t  can do more work than  I 
can. I sleep all n ight and feel fine, but the 
m inute I get back down in the lower a lti
tude my asthm a comes back. I am pre
paring to m ake my home here.

In 1926 I had acres of cotton on sod 
land th a t m ade me 41 five hundred pound 
bales. My m aize and kaffir  m ade one and 
one-quarter tons per acre.

In 1927 1 had to rep lan t most all of 
my cotton on account of hail. This was 
som ewhere between the 22nd and the 29th 
of June. The K affir corn from  this p lan t
ing yielded me 55 bushels per acre and 
b rought mo $1.15 per hundred.

W e have splendid schools, highways, 
railroads, and you can find no be tte r citi
zenship th an  righ t here.

Yours truly,
E. P. Hutchins

Anton, Texas, April 21, 1928 
The Ellwood Farm s Co.,
Lubbock, Texas,
G en tlem en :

I bought land of you in the early  p a rt  
of 1925. W e didn’t  m ake much th a t year 
as everything was new, but in 1926 we 
liked to have m ade more than  we could 
gather. I gathered  75 five hundred pound 
bales of cotton off of 100 acres. I had 100 
acres of feed th a t averaged about one ton 
per acre.

In 1925 I m ade some good feed but 
on account of early  freeze my cotton was 
cut short.

In 1927 I had forty  acres of cotton 
and gathered  21 five hundred pound bales. 
1 had 100 acres of feed th a t  threshed 2,000 
pounds to the acre, 10 acres of corn th a t

averaged me 25 bushels per acre.
I threshed 12 bushels of w heat per 

acre and my good wife sold $465.00 of tu r
keys besides keeping forty  to raise from.

1 assure you th a t I am satisfied with 
my purchase, and I don’t  know where a 
man could get a be tte r country for diversi
fied farm ing. I have farm ed in d ifferen t 
parts of the state, and this country like all 
o ther farm ing countries, the more you 
work the more you will m ake. I have 
farm ed in Hill and McLennan on high pric
ed black lands and believe with the same 
work we will m ake as much per acre here. 
I can work 2 acres here with the w ork th a t 
I put on one acre there. Every farm er here 
needs a few  milk cows, some hogs and 
plenty of chickens and turkeys, stay  on the 
job and be prosperous.

Yours truly,
H arvey Love,

Box 135,
Anton, Texas

Littlefield, Texas, April 27, 1928 
The Ellwood Farm s Co.,
Lubbock, Texas,
G entlem en:

I bought land of you in 1925. I have 
m ade two satisfactory  crops. 1 was among 
the first to improve in the H a rt’s Camp 
Pasture which I understand is about eight 
miles square. I t  has now been m ade a con
solidated school district w ith 92 scholastics 
enrolled this year. They are planning now 
on a brick building which should be ready  
for the 1928 and 1929 term .

We are not only satisfied w ith w hat 
we can raise here on the farm , bu t it is a 
pleasure to be associated w ith a class of 
people as have bought here.

Yours truly,
Claude Campbell 

Rural Route, 
Littlefield, Texas.

Levelland, Texas, May 18, 1928 
The Ellwood Farm s Co.,
Lubbock, Texas,
G entlem en:

I bought two labors of land off the
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Spade Ranch in 1926 and broke out 165 
acres using a Farm all T racto r in breaking, 
planting and cultivating. I never had a 
horse on the farm  until ga thering  time.
I had 70 acres of this p lanted in cotton, 12 
acres of which 1 planted the 14th day of 
May, and picked 12 bales th a t weighed 
from  500 to 610 pounds each. The balance 
58 acres, averaged a little over th ree quar
ters of a  bale to the acre. My m aize aver
aged one and one ha lf tons to the acre. 
Corn 40 bushels to the acre.

My 1927 crop was not so good. 1 had 
120 acres of cotton and gathered  63 bales. 
My m aize and hegari averaged a little less 
than  a ton to the acre.

I assure you th a t  I am perfectly  satis
fied with my purchase and the two labors 
th a t I have bought of you since the firs t of 
the year I have 275 acres ready  to plant. 
W e have plenty of m oisture t o bring every 
thing up. Yours truly,

D. C. Beebe, 
Levelland, Texas

Lubbock, Texas, May 15, 1928 
The Ellwood Farm s Co., Lubbock, Texas, 
G en tlem en:

I have been farm ing  west of Lubbock 
for the past 12 years. I have kep t a record 
of the cotton th a t  I have raised during th a t  
time. 1 have p lan ted  about an average 
each year of 175 acres and it has m ade an 
average of a little over a ha lf a bale to 
the acre over this period of time. My feed 
crop I have not k ep t an accurate account 
of, bu t have not had  a failure  anytim e dur
ing this period. My farm , as you konw, is 
located ju st west of Lubbock.

The 500 acres th a t  I recently  bought 
of you is going into cultivation ju st as fast 
as we can get it in. I expect to p lan t 75 
acres in m aize and hegari this year and 
the balance in cotton. W e have a fine sea
son to s ta r t  with.

Yours truly,
H erm an Goodpasture 

Lubbock, Texas

Lubbock, Texas, Novem ber 14, 1928 
The Ellwood Farm s Co., Lubbock, Texas. 
G en tlem en :

I bought a 162 acre farm  off of the

Spade Ranch in December 1927 and got 
moved out here in Jan u ary  1928. 1 moved 
here from  M ountain View, Okla. I got 40 
acres of this land in cotton, which is m ak
ing one-half bale per acre, 55 acres of 
hegari which m ade 60 bushels per acre, 
37 acres of m aize which m ade 1 Yi tons 
per acre and 18 acres of corn which m ade 
35 bushels per acre.

I have never farm ed in any country 
th a t would produce any more per acre 
than  it will righ t here. For a diversified 
farm ing country l don’t  th ink it could be 
beat anyw here. Yours truly,

Van A. Gainous, 
Littlefield, Texas.

Lubbock, Texas, November 15, 1928 
The Ellwood Farm s Co.,
G entlem en:

I bought my land of you in January , 
1928, and had to re tu rn  to Oklahom a to 
wind up my affairs there which throw ed 
me until M arch 14th getting back here. 
This, of course, was a little late to get- 
started  with a crop, however, I got 240 
acres put up and planted, 118 of which 1 
put in cotton. I have picked this cotton 
the second time and feel like I can tell 
within a few  bales of w hat it will m ake, 
and I am sure th a t I will ga ther between 
50 and 60 bales. I ginned the firs t bale of 
cotton th a t was ginned a t L ittlefield this 
season also the first bale a t Anton. 40 
acres of hegai’i yielded one and one-half 
( 1 1/,) tons per acre, 60 acres of maize 
yielded 1 1 /2  tons per acre and 20 acres of 
corn which m ade 25 bushels to the acre.

I assure you people th a t  I am perfec t
ly satisfied with my purchase. I handled 
this crop w ith three team s. I came from  
the central p a rt  of Oklahom a and have 
farm ed all of my life, but have never farm 
ed in any country th a t I will m ake as much 
with the same am ount of work. I think 
there can be more money m ade here fa rm 
ing than any country I have ever lived.

Yours truly,
N. S. Young, S tar Route No. 2, 

L ittlefield, Texas,
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TERMS OF SALE
Our terms have been carefully studied by men who know what this 

country will do. I f  you can nay $5.00 per acre cash, then improve it to 
where you can live on it, then the land will do the rest.

The purchase price will be $35.00 per acre, $5.00 per acre cash, bal
ance scattered over a period of fifteen years, at 6 per cent interest, pay
able as follows: for the first 14 years, $1.00 per acre per year, the re
maining' amount of $16.00 per acre is payable the fifteenth year. All 
notes payable on or before.

If  you do not own a home you should come now and select your farm 
while it is the hands of one who will see you through.

To know that we have plenty to live on in our old age without working 
is the greatest factor on earth to bring us peace of mind and contentment.

For your crop in this fertile soil will truly bring you contentment, peace 
and plenty; in one word Happiness.

Does it appeal to you? If  so come and select your farm and thus pave 
the road to happiness and contentment.

Any man that can make a living farming in the East can come here and 
eat bread from his own fields and meat from his own pasture. It  will only 
be a matter of a short time until he will not be disturbed by anv creditor. 
He will sit among his teeming gardens, orchards, vineyards, dairies and 
barnyards and getting his pay in cash and not a receipted mortgage.

For further detailed information write us direct or call on one of our 
representatives.

ELLWOOD FARMS
LUBBOCK, TEXAS
R. C, HOPPING, Sales Manager

C O L L I E  P T G . C O . ,  L U B B O C K



MYRICK FARMS

Lubbock and Hockley Counties, on Spade 
lands, June 17th, 1927. The yield from  
this block of w heat was 25 bushels per 
acre,
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