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BORDEN COUNTY JAIL

Law and order came to Borden 
County in 1891 when the county was 
organized, but it was not until 
1896 that the Commissioners got 
around to making arrangements for 
the building of a jail to house law 
breakers. Prior to thie time pris
oners, if any, probably were taken 
to Big Spring where the County bus
iness had been transacted until the 
County was organized. But the forty 
five mile trip by horse or buggy, 
over what passed for roads in those 
days, must have been irksome. So 
on February 10, 1896, it was ordered 
that the "contract to build the 
Borden County Jail be and is hereby 
awarded to the Diebold Safe and 
Lock Company of Canton, Ohio, for 
the sum of S4500.00" (Commissioners 
Court Record Vol. 1, page 300.)

**************************
These Court Records, painstakingly written by hand in ink and 

still very legible, are a fascinating history of the early 
officials of our County and of the business which they trans
acted. Present and voting on February 10, 1896, when the County 
let this contract were: County Judge - J. M. Searcy; County 
Clerk - IaI. D. Nevels; Commissioner Precinct No. 1 — UJ. H .
McCulloch; Precinct No. 2 - J. C. Kimbrough; Precinct No. 3 - 
Wm. McNew; Precinct No. /• - H. D. Beal and the Sheriff was T.D.
Love. The Jail was built east of the Courthouse on the town 
sguare, with local men doing the work. Mr. J. H. Smoot, whose 
section of land "ran against" the section of Mr. John lililbourn 
for the town site of Gail, was a stone mason and hand cut the 
massive rocks which were taken from Gail Mountain. D. W. Smoot 
and Jim Smith were among the builders. It is said that W. K.
Clark was hired because of the great strength in his arms for 
lifting the stones.

The appearance of the Jail has changed little in the 71 
years since it was built. The barred door which supplemented 
the heavy steel front door has been removed. It was probably 
’too much of a good thing1 anyway. In recent years, because 
of trouble with a leaking roof, two courses of stone were re
moved from the top of the walls and a new roof has been added.
When plumbing was installed, the workmen found some of the 
reasons why the jail is virtually escape proof. They had to 
have cutting torches to pierce the l/3 inch steel plates which 
line the cell floors, and under that they found huge blocks 
of stone, four feet square and six inches thick. The ceiling 
of the cells are also of these steel plates, and the walls are 
not bars, but case hardened steel plates pierced by two inch 
square’holes upon which a hack saw has no effect whatever. The 
doors to the cells fasten with a series of huge hasps and pad
locks and there is a cage in the door through which a prisoner 
may be fed. The outside walls are two feet thick, and the bars 
of the windows and the steel door are deeply set in the stone.
Even the key to this door reminds one of ancient dungeon keeps.
It is massive and some six inches long.

A Texas Historical Medallion has been given the jail.
(continued)

Can you identify the men in this picture? 
Tell us who they are, and write us your 
recollections of Borden County.
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Having built this Jail, ore of the strongest of the times, Sheriff Love 
ind his successors did not quickly fill it with desperados. In fact, in an 
article in the Fort Worth Star Telegram dated 1934, with pictures by the nrted 
photograpner Frank Reeves, Sc., Uncle Charlie Taylor is quoted as saying "No, 
we have never sent anybody to the penitentiary from Borden County. I guess some 
of us ought to have gone but you know they say it is crowded at Huntsville and 
we are modest folk out here and hate to push in ahead of our neighbors. We did 
sentence a fellow to the pen one time, but dang it, he wasn' ̂  one of the native^. 
Just a young fellow visiting - and we gave him a suspended sentence and he left." 
The sheriff, W. A. Clark invited him home with him to spend the night after he 
let him out of jail.' Uncle Charlie Taylor was Justice of the Peace when this 
was written. The next year, January 1935, Borden County had its first murder 
trial, almost forty years after the Jail was built.

Minor offenders are still housed in the Jail occassionally, but these days 
it is more convenient and cheaper to board prisoners in Snyder. However, the 
Jail is well maintained and just as escape proof as ever. It serves Borden 
County needs and there are no plans to replace it. It is one of the oldest Jails 
in West Texas still in use as such. This sturdy building from a past ora has 
watched most of the history of our county pass by. We wish it could tell its 
stories.'

DO WE STILL HAVE "BLUE NORTHERS"

You hear people say, "It doesn't rain as much as it used to" or "We don't 
have that kind of weather any more." Well, do we? Or if we see a blue hare in 
the north is it just smoke from the lampblack plant at Hobbs, N. M e x. ? Do wo 
pay less attention to the weather, or is it that atmospheric conditions are dif
ferent?

J. Frank Dobie is his "Tales of Old Time Texas" tells of a buffalo hunter 
named Rotman who left camp near the caprock on a mild, unseasonable warm January 
day. Late in the day he saw to the north "an atmosphere rather than a cloud, 
a grayness more than a blackness," thickening on the horizon. The blizzard 
struck with incredible swiftness, filling the air with driving sleet and snow. 
Unable to face his horse into the wind toward camp, he turned his back to the 
storm and kept moving, dismounting to walk when he was stiff with cold. Suddenly 
he found himself almost on a buffalo bull blinded by the snow. He killed and 
skinned the buffalo, wrapping himself in the warm hide. As he slept the hide 
froze about him, encasing him as in iron,

A similar story is told of one of the Nunn Brothers who ranched north of 
Snyder. It is said that his hair turned snow white as the lobo wolves chewed 
on the frozen hide and dragged it about,

Rollie Burns in his story told to Dr. W. C. Holden of Texas Tech said that 
in January, 1886, he left Colorado City on a clear, still, warm day. Presently 
he saw a blue streak low down in the north. His horse became very nervous and 
as the streak was rising fast he increased his speed. He soon overtook Bayless 
Wagnon, manager of the Triangle H Ranch (later Bush and Tiller), who said they 
were in for a "blue swishler" for sure and for Burns to tie his horse to the 
buggy and to get in under the laprobe. The norther struck them about ten miles 
from the ranch. "It hit us with a force that almost upset the buggy, and the 
wind was icy. I am confident we had zero weather within ten minutes." They urged 
the horses at top speed but before they reached the ranch, some forty five min
utes later, they were so stiff with cold they had to be helped into the house.
No one pretended to go to bed that night. They hugged the red hot stove and were 
too busy keeping warm for even a yarn or a game of cards.

So- do we still have blue northers? Maybe this article, reproduced from 
"The Texas Almanac for 1873 and Emigrant's Guide to Texas" will help you decide.

Dorothy Dennis and Glenn Toombs of Borden County attended the Texas Histori
cal Survey Committee meeting of Region 17, May 9, 1967 at the Country Club in
biiyuer.

A Plaque inscribed —  Ben R. Weathers - In memory of his years of loyal 
service as deacon, teacher and faithful worker in our fellowship, Oct 3, 1948- 
Aug, 27, 1956 - Knapp Baptist Church -- Was presented in May 1967 to Mrs. Ben 
R. Weathers.

The Borden County Museum is open on Thursday and Sunday afternoon. We wel
come all gifts. Come by and visit with us. Pauline Clark, Chairman.

The Borden County Historical Survey Committee accepted with regret the 
resignation of Dorothy Dennis who has served so ably as Secretary-Treasurer 
and as Editor of the newsletter.

The September newsletter will start our third year of publication. Please 
send your dues - S3.00 a year - to Mrs. J. W. Holmes, Box 77, Gail, Texas 79738.
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R. B. Shaw, with his wife and 5 children moved to Borden County in 1890 
and settled in the old 49 pasture. Nothing was there except wolves and antelope. 
It was 3 months before we saw another woman and she had TB and only lived a few 
months. Her name was Alexander and in about 2 years the Doyle family moved in 
and settled about 5 miles from us. The Dorwards came about 2 years after the 
Doyles. Then my dad, R. B. Shaw, and Mr. Doyle decided they had to have a 
school for us kids. The Doyles had 5 children of school age and the Shaws 5.
They got together and hauled the lumber from Colorado City and built a little 
dugout - I know that Mr. Danner taught the first school and the next year, Miss 
Minnie Russell (Mrs. David Dorwarci) taught 3 terms. She was only 19 years old 
at the time - and after 3 terms, she quit and went back to school and Miss Ralph 
Atwood taught 1 term and then Miss Essie Crosser one term.

Miss Minnie taught 3 terms in the dugout on the banks of Bull Creek' and we 
had school there for about 8 years. Then the Shaws moved to Lubbock County.

But Gail was a lively little place. My older brother, Chester and I went 
to Sunday School every Sunday if the weather wasn't too bad and stayed until 
after singing in the evening. Some times on Sunday afternoon, a crowd of young
sters would climb the old Gail mountain and did we have fun/ I know most of 
these friends are gone - but Ray Doyle lives at Hot Springs, N. Mex. and is 
Mrs. Ray Chappie. Hazle is Mrs. Raymond Hinds and lives in Missouri. Chester 
and Lee Shaw are gone and buried in Abernathy, Texas - Davis and Bob are buried 
in Mountain Air, N. Mex. I was Pearl Shaw and my sister, Adella Drew, lives 
in Plainview. My mother and dad are both buried in a little cemetery called 
Pearce Chappie, named for my husband's father.

I remember J. S. Dow and also his wife, Leither. I remember when Dow 
first started the newspaper business.

I remember David Dorward would go with us younger kids coon hunting some 
times - we would take dogs with us. Speaking of Gail on Saturday night - some 
of the cowboys would get drunk and get their guns and holler, "I am going 
to shoot the moon" and he would make his six gun talk for a while until some of 
the other boys would get him out of town. There were never any serious accidents 
until Sid Clark was shot accidentally by one of his best friends.

In the dugout (school) we drank out of the same cup - there were no germs 
in those days, I guess. We would play ball and many other games for pasttime.
□ne Christmas I was spending the night with Cora and Dorothy Bedell and we had 
some Roman candles - some boys came and we wouldn't let them in the house and 
when it was over, we found the other girls had tied their horses' bridle reins 
together.

/s/ Mrs. G. C. Pearce
Note: This is just the way Route 2, Box 193

Mrs. Pearce wrote her Abernathy, Texas
letter.
Mrs. Pearce passed away Feb. 6, 1966.

MEMORIALS AND GIFTS MADE TO BORDEN COUNTY MUSEUM AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Those sending $5.00 to Texas Historical Society Foundation: 0. C. Ainsworth, 
Milnesand, New Mexico; C. L. Mullins, Lamesa, Texas; Naymon Everett, O'Donnel. 
Texas; Mary Jane Moore, Pasadena, California; Mrs. John Howell, Kenna, N, Mex.

Memorials given to Historical Survey Committee:
In memory of the late Dan and Elizabeth Whatley by Edith Whatley McKanna.
In memory of Faith Miller Weston by Edith Whatley McKanna.

Gifts to Museum: Lyntegar Electric Cooperative, Tahoka, Texas; Mr. and Mrs.
T. L. Griffin, Luther, Texas; Mrs. Nolan Von Roeder, Snyder, Texas; Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Roy Haynes, Gail, Texas; Arthur Prince, Abilene, Texas - in memory of 
his parents - Or. and Mrs. J. N. Prince.

We wish to express our thanks to all these for their support.

Mrs. Arthur Prince Passed away in February, 1967 in Abilene, Texas.

Raymond (Short) Lamb - Route 1, O'Donnell, Texas - passed away April 27, 1967.

Hal Smoot, 68, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Smoot, early Borden County 
residents, passed away in March 1967 in California. He attended the Black 
and Durham Schools in Borden County. Burial was in Snyder, Texas.

Mrs. Nannie Odessa Treadway, 82, O'Donnell, Texas, passed away in April, 1967. 
She lived in Borden County from 1904 to 1921.
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FROM THE PENS OF OUR READERS:

ETHEL JETTER BROOKING - My father (W. R. Jeter) and mother came to Borden 
County as a young married couple in 1892 - with three little girls - their 
idea to find land and build a home for their family. My father worked at 
any kind of work he could get - putting up fences - building many reservoirs- 
freighting supplies for ranches and business - also was mail carrier from Gail 
to Lubbock. We lived in Gail until 1900, then acquired a homestead eighteen 
miles away in the southwest corner of the county. I'll always remember those 
first years of my life with pleasure and am glad I had a beginning in life among 
those wonderful people,
MRS. JOSIE DILLAHUNTY (wife of the late Paul Dellahunty) - The Rev. Petty and 
his wife have been to my mothers and father's home (Glasscock) many times. I 
was a small child then, but seems I can hear him singing beautiful Religious 
songs. He had a wonderful voice and we all loved him. Miss Sally, his daughter, 
often taught our Sunday School lessons, sang and played the organ for the chil
dren. We loved her very much. She married Mr. Chandler who ran a store in 
Gail. Rev. Petty with other ministers held camp meeting under a Brush Arbor 
in front of the Fairview school which was on our land. Dinner on the ground, 
and the converts which were many were immersed in "The Blue Hole" on old Wild 
Cat Creek or at Gorman Tank.
KEEN FAMILY - Lived in Nolan County - where Mr. Keen is buried - first came to
Borden County in 1900 - when father helped Francis E. Abney of Nolan Co. move
cattle to his ranch (now the Beal Ranch.) In 1901 Mrs. Keen, Sam, Rodway and 
Olin moved to Borden County and bought one and one half secions of land on the 
Colorado River from Teg Lyons - other settlers close by were the Calloways, 
Ingles, Ainsworth, Clarks and Milhollins (Mrs. M. J. Taylors family).
MRS. CHARLIE IKARD of Lubbock (the former Effie Mangum): I surely enjoyed the 
article written by Lillie Harris about the Durham School. I was in the picture 
along with my two brothers and three sisters. The article brought back many 
happy memories. Charlie and I were married in Gail, Dec. 21, 1913, sitting in
front of Minister W. C. Hart's home in a buggy - and it was snowing.'
MRS. R. H. WHITAKER (Hettie Kincaid) of Coleman: My sister, Ola Kincaid, was 
the first child born in Gail. The year was 1891. Miss Julia McCarty was the 
first lady Postmistress in Gail. She also introduced "rouge" at which time men 
raised an eyebrow - while women made it the talk of the town ' but dared not to 
follow suit.
ETHEL MORROW EVERETT - The first and only garden party-wedding I ever attended 
in Gail, was given by Mr. and Mrs. Will Clark for Miss Annie McCorker and 
Cleburn Stephens. Mrs. Clark served punch, sandwiches and such a beautiful 
wedding cake. Oh.' it was really a lovely party.

Beginning now, please send all of your letters, school histories, family 
histories and other items that we can use in compiling the history of this 
county and in this newsletter, to Mrs. Frank Miller, Fluvanna, Texas or to 
Mrs. Pauline Clark, Gail, Texas.

All gifts to the museum should be sent to Mrs. Pauline Clark, Gail, Texas.
Donations in the amount of $5.00, made out to the TEXAS HISTORICAL FOUNDA

TION should be sent to Mrs. Ben Weathers, Star Route, Ira, Texas 79527. These 
donations can help Borden County be a 'Quota Buster' county.

Remember, September starts a new year and if you have not already done 
so, send your check for $3.00 for dues to Mrs. Sybil Holmes, Gail, Texas 79738.

NOTICE

From: The Borden County Historical Society 
Gail, Texas 79738 BULK RATE 
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