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The Stage is Set - On August 14} 1966, Borden County and Gail will celebrate the Seventy-Fifth 
'Anniversary of the organizing of the County and the founding of the town of Gail, Texas. Borden 
County was designated in 1876 and named for Gail Borden, illustrious early day Patriot. In 1891 
the county was organized and the county seat of Gail chosen. There were several applications for 
the townsite, but the present location was decided upon.

Yes, everything is rapidly shaping up for the entertainment of the huge crowd that will be 
in Gail on August 14, 1966, for thr ''Old Settlers Reunion1', and also for the "Graduates of 
'Borden High School". The doors will be open at 8:30 A. M., so that each one may register before 
the community and county wide Church Service that will begin at 11:00 A. M.

Photos of Other Days - While you are in Gail for its 75th Anniversary and Free Barbecue, you 
will have an opportunity to see many early day Photographs of Borden County, which will be on 
display all day in the Borden County High School Gymnasium. Photos will include pictures of 

®the York Ranch 1907, when ladies side saddles were fashionable. Ropers in action in Gail 1915. 
Baptising in Gail. Pictures made on Beal Ranch. J. D. Brown, teacher, County Clerk and banker, 
dinner on the ground after church at Durham, 1910, Durham store in the horse and buggy days of 
1903. Dr. Hannibass, Gail Physician, in his office, Dr. Hannibass, 'Wife and Miriam in their 
car (one of the first in Borden County). Scenes of the Main Street in Gail, the old School 
House, the old Courthouse. Gail Telephone exchange with Thad Durst at the Switchboard, another 

^rith Mr. &■ Mrs. Davidson at Switchboard, and many more. (Note - Please send all of your Photos 
promptly to Mrs. Pauline Clark, Gail, Texas, if you would like them on display, and please put 
on back of each picture, who is in the picture, date, where taken, and if you want them back, or 
for the Society to keep it and put in the Museum.)

The Museum will open at 2:30 in the afternoon in the Dorward Drug Store. We have a nice 
display of articles, some are over one hundred years old, but we need more material for it, so 

please send your things Promptly, so that we may label them. Mail to Mrs. Pauline Clark, Gail, 
Texas, and also please state how old they are, etc. and whether you want them back or if we may 
have them for "Our Museum", which we are working so hard on.

PROGRAM FOR THE DAY - AT BORDEN HIGH SCHOOL
8:30 - The Doors will open - Registration will begin. Be sure and register! Get your Name 

®  and Town pinned on you!
11:00 - County and Community Song & Church Service, in Borden High School Auditorium. The

Reverend Mather Owens, former teacher of Gail and now Pastor at Gatesville, will preside. 
Mr. & Mrs. J. R. (Rich) Anderson will be in charge of the Song Service.

12:00 - Free Barbecue with all the Trimmings will be served in Borden High School Cafeteria.
Jioon -
u2:30 - Museum, will open at Dorward Drug Store.
Old Fictures will be on display All Day in Gymnasium! (Note - There will be prizes given for the 
person coming the farthest distance, the oldest person, and the youngest baby.)

The Cards that we are enclosing are to be returned to Pauline Clark - PROMPTLY - if you plan 
_to attend our celebration, so that we will have plenty of Barbecue. Please state hew many will be 
® n  your party. (If you do not get them sent back to us, come anyway!)

The Barbecue and all the trimmings are free to everyone, but if anyone that lives out of the 
County would like to Donate, to help the Historical Society defray the expenses, Please make 
checks to Borden County Historical Society Barbecue Fund and mail to Mrs. Pauline Clark, Gail, 
.Texas. THANKS!

The Latch String is Out - Will See You In Gail - August 14, 1966!

We MUST have your Zip Codes before we can mail you another newsletter. We have been advised 
by the Fost Office that no bulk mail can be sent out without the Zip Codes. So please mail in 
j-our check ($3.00) for another year's subscription - due September 1st - and be sure to send in 
“ hat ZIP CODE.

OSCAR BOYD, an old timer in this area, celebrated his 97th birthday March 30, 1966. Mr. Boyd was 
a good friend to Nick Beal and the Mitchells. Mr. and Mrs. Boyd are both residing at Baptist 
Memorials in San Angelo.

S^ BROWN, 80, died May 31, 1966 in Abilene. He spent his early years working on ranches in
Borden County - two being the Abney and Munger places. In 1910 he opened the first private 
business, a butcher shop, in Post and later served as deputy sheriff under 0. B. Kelly, the 
first Sheriff of Garza County.
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LOVE SCHOOL
BY Ethel Morrow

Now there is the Nile, the Amazon and, of course, the Mississippi; but to those little 
Borden County Kids, the only river we knew was the Colorado.

In the year 1898, Tom Love and Samp Morrow (that was my Papa) took up land down on the •
Colorado River, about 12 miles south of Gail. Our first interest after building our homes about 
one mile apart - naturally was a school for both families to enjoy.

The school was about three-fourths of a mile from the Old Munger ranch headquarters; and 
now the Clayton Ranch. Our first teacher, Miss Ralph Atwood found her realm to be a small cozy 
room, with one door, and a low blackboard in the back. Miss Atwood had a beautiful desk and 
chair; there were also desks and chairs to accomodate her five pupils. #

During the 1900 school term, our teacher was Miss Maude Nevil from Gail, a sister of Will 
Nevil, an early County Clerk of Borden County. She was a school mate of ours 1897-1898 at Gail- 
the year Mr. & Mrs. Hathcock were our teachers. The winter Miss Maude was teacher, Aunt Mollie 
Love and Mama, needed a dressmaker to help with the fall sewing, secured the services of a fine 
seamstress, Miss Lucy Kincaid of Gail, to come for a week in each home, to make warm underskirts, 
drawers, dresses and aprons with long sleeves to wear over our calico and gingham dresses. #

We began to sense romance in the air when Mr. Jack Rogers, a fine gentleman bachelor, who 
had settled further up the river, and a regular guest in our homes began to call more often and 
stayed longer. Soon we were bouncing with news, "Miss Lucy and Mr. Rogers are in Love". They 
were married within a year and reared a fine family.

This was also the year that fir. Rogers, then a bachelor, took a deep interest in children 
and often visited our school. He announced that he would give a prize to the one that made the #  
most "headmarks". Since there were four grades taught and one pupil in each grade from the two 
families represented, Mr. Rogers said, "I'll give everyone a prize". This would prevent an 
uprising and avoid 'discrimination'. I was given a lovely ring, with an opal surrounded by seed 
pearls, which I still treasure. Other prizes were copies of "The Swiss Family Robinson", "Alice 
In Wonderland", "Black Beauty" and a stick pin with a ruby setting.

Due to big rains up the river, and danger of high rises, we decided to move to higher ground# 
so we moved to the "Price" place, three miles from the school. The school also was moved to higher 
ground. The week school opened, Papa said, "Now you children want to know the quickest or closest
route to school, so I'll tie a rope around a big rock and drag it from my saddle horn, over the
hills and gulleys so you'll not get lost". I remember the first day, one of us said; "Let's see 
who can get to the new school house and not walk the road - Papa had made". And so far as I 
know we never walked the straight and narrow way! •

Miss Cora Love was our first teacher in the relocated school. The enrollment increased by 
three when cousin Johnnie Powell's children became pupils - Miss Cora was quite young, but she was 
most efficient and courageous in times of emergency. The time a heavy rain with large hail came, 
boys were told to put their hats on and pull them way down over their faces, and she asked the 
girls to tie their shawls and fascinators over their heads - Then she asked all of us to crouch 
down under our desks, with each of us wanting to be the lucky one to get under her desk. The roo# 
was beaten in and water was inches deep on the floor, but we had fun. By the time the rain had 
abated Uncle Tom, Cousin Johnnie and Papa were there in the wagon or buggy to take us home. This 
was an event that we always spoke of as a special disaster.

The conveniences of the average school of that period were all ours - we had a well of good
water near the door, one had only to dig ten or twelve feet and frsh sweet water flowed, we were
so close to the river. We always had a bucket of fresh water on a bench by the door, with the •  
proverbial tin dipper that we used.

lie loved our teacher - we actually liked the "spelling" lessons and best of all the 
"geography". About once a week, Miss Cora would take us outside for our geography lesson! And 
what a trip! As our teacher led us up and down the banks, the gulleys and hills of the old 
Colorado, she pointed to natural islands, ismuthses, peninsulas, bays and even rivers, when we 
could see the water of the river winding as far as one looked. #

In 1902 Papa sold our land to Francis Abney and we moved back to Gail. We shall always 
remember the joy of going to "The Little School Down on the River". Some pupils that attended 
were Morrows, Love, Powell, French and Billy Cranfill.

H. E. Bennett, 78 passed away at the Bennett House in Big Spring, Texas on June 22, 1966. 
Funeral services were held at the Dorward Methodist Church June 24th with Masonic Rites in the #
Gail Cemetary. .Mr. Bennett came to Borden County in 1913 from Cress, Texas and worked on several 
ranches here; the Montgomery, Abney and Clayton & Johnson. He was a member of the Dorward 
Methodist Church. His Christian life inspired all who knew him. He is survived by his wife, four 
daughters and two sons - Mrs., (Virgil (Edith) Clark of Del Rio, Texas, Mrs. Vick (Ruth) Allison of 
Loving, New Mexico, Mrs. Roland (Blanche) Hamilton of Lamesa, Mrs. E. T. (Marie) Elliott, Hobbs,
New Mexico, Milton Bennett of Crockett, Texas and Willis of Houston, Texas. Mr. Bennett had been# 
a Woodman since 1912 and a Mason since 1921.
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Margaret May (MISS MAGGIE) Williams, daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. S. S. Williams was born 
^pril 19, 1875 in Gadsen, Alabama. The family moved from Alabama to Hill County, Texas, when Miss 
Maggie was a very small child. Her parents and brothers, John R. Williams & family and Bryan 
Williams moved to Borden County in 1905- She soon followed them and was elected County and District 
Clerk of Borden County in 1916 and served for 24 years. She bought the Borden County Abstract 
Company from Thos. G. Patteson in the early 1920's and operated it until her health failed last
year. She was ill for several months and confined to Cogdell Memorial Hospital in Snyder, Texas
ĵjiost of that time. She departed this life May 18, 1966 and was buried in Snyder Cemetary. Her
parents, 3 brothers and 2 sisters preceded her in death. She was survived by two sisters, Mrs.
Frank Berry and Mrs. J. L. Robinson, both of Snyder, Texas. Miss Maggie was a Sunday School 
teacher of young people in Gail for many years and chaperroned the young people on many occasions. 
She was active in Red Cross and other church and civic activities. She was a mamber of the First 
Presbyterian Church at Snyder, Texas, at the time of her death. She loved her church and her 
people.

LITTLE COLLIS

On July 1, 1931 everything was normal at the 9R Ranch which was located in the eastern part 
of Borden County.

0  Nathan Reynolds was manager of the ranch - Forman, Allen Stephens, with his wife Opal, lived 
at Headquarters, and Mr. & Mrs. Dock Wells, Negroes, with their two and one-half year old son, 
Collis worked there.

This particular morning, Mrs. Wells was cooking lunch at headquarters while her husband was 
cleaning up the debris left from the main ranch house that had burned a few days before. Little 
Collis with his two bird dogs was playing near by. During the morning the dogs strayed off, 
perhaps after a rabbit - and little Collis followed. The dogs returned about 11 a.m. - without 
the boy - Immediately, a search was begun by every one on the ranch. Tracks were found on some 
cow trails about three hundred yards away but no trace of the boy.

The alarm was spread to Snyder, Knapp and Gail. A posse of more than a hundred whites and 
colored men searched continually for two days and nights - some would go home and rest only a 
few hours at night, while the ones on horseback slept on their saddle blankets atop the ridge 
^orth of Hullem Creek. Tracks had been found here and there going in a southwest direction. A 
plane from Big Spring, piloted by Don Teel - Allen Stephens riding with him circled the ranch 
country, but still no signs of Collis.

Tracks that had been found in a few damp places showed that the boy was running - Prints of 
his knees and hands were also found where he had drunk water once where Gavit Creek runs into 
Bull Creek in the slew close to the main channel and also on Hullem Creek.
^  The third morning sixteen miles from the Ranch, Gilmer Davis found Collis. Death apparently 
came about three hours earlier from exhaustion, hunger and exposure.

We do not know many of the men that joined in the search, but would like to mention a few, 
Clarence Franks, Joe Stinson, Hugh Taylor, Jim Sorrels, the late J. L. Weathers and Ed Murphy.

We Southern people have been accused of discrimination - if it had been "A Little White Boy'' 
lost - No one could have cared more!

MRS. J. C. DORWARD, 81 passed away in Snyder, Texas, April 29, 1966 after being injured in a car 
accident. She was married to Mr. Dorward in Gail in 1904. The family lived and ranched in 
Borden County before moving to Snyder 46 years ago. They still have ranching interest here. Mrs. 
Dorward was a member of the Methodist Church and a prominent civic worker. She is survived by 
two daughters, Mrs. Ophelia Blackard of Snyder and Mrs. J. E. (Estine) Blakey, Jr. of Lubbock.
• ~  -------------
FROST HOLLAR passed away on April 12, 1966 at Medicine Lodge, Kansas. Buriel was in the Highland 
Cemetery in Medicine Lodge on April 15th. Frost, the son of Mr. & Mrs. Henry Hollar was born 
May 17, 1908 in Gail. He married Miss Ruby Lytle at Kingman, Kansas on April 10, 1930. He is 
survived by his wife, four daughters and fifteen grandchildren, also by three sisters and one 
brother, Mrs. L. B. (Settie) Coffee, Mrs. Jas. H. (Eula) Parker, Mrs. Erwin (Addie) Jowers and 
0. A. (Bud) Hollar.

DO YOU REMEMBER!
The time that Sammie & Ethel Morrow read in the Comfort Magazine that you could dampen your

hair with sweetened water, roll it up on c o m  shucks and it would look naturally curly ---  well,
they must have gotten too much sugar on theirs, the next morning at school the girls looked at 
0hem kinda funny and giggled and none of the boys bothered to look a second time. Thank Heaven
for Permanent Waves, even if you are seventy five years old!-------The time Mr. H. E. Bennett was
trying to pen a cancer-eyed cow that (this was on the Montgomery Place & before people had 
screens) The cow headed for the house instead of the corral - through the front door she went, 
around the table and out the back door - You should have seen the kids scatter!

#E3SE L. JOPLIN of Wilson, Texas, died March 12, 1966 and was buried in Slaton.

MRS. PEARL SHAW PEARCE of Abernathy died February 26, 1966.
-----------------------------------  SOUTHWEST COLLECTION

Texas Technological College 
LUBBOCK, TEXAS
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Mrs. Ruby M. Sanders (formerly Ruby Montgomery) of Sweetwater, is believed to have been the first 
music teacher in Borden County. When she was only 15 years of age, she and her mother and sister 
visited with the John S. Fritz family in Gail. Among those taking lessons from her were: Jim 
Welbourn and Bert Fritz, violin and Jewel Fritz, organ. They had lessons lasting for two hours, 
five days a week and each paid $5.00 a month. In the fall of 1903, Miss Montgomery was hired by #  
the school system as music teacher. There was a music room in the school and she had her upright 
piano moved from Sweetwater to Gail in a wagon. During this school term some of her pupils 
were: Winnie Chandler, piano; Abby Welbourn, piano; Max Dillihunty, violin. Mrs. Sanders remem
bers that during that Christmas Holiday season, there was an entertainment upstairs at the 
Courthouse and afterwards everyone danced until four o'clock in the morning. She knew two of the 
school pupils who boarded at the Hale Hotel during the week because their family lived out on #  
the Long fench-a distance too far to travel to school every day. They were Clyde and Katie Willis. 
The following year Miss Montgomery continued her education in college.

In 1902 an epidemic of Typhoid Fever hit Borden County-people thought because of a drought which 
left their cisterns dry (these were supplied, by rainwater through gutters) was the cause of the 
epidemic, as they were forced to haul water for household use and drinking, either from the #
tank upon the mountain, the Dillahunty creek or ranch surface tanks.
Among the first victims to have the fever and die was Gail's only doctor, Dr. J. W. Prince, Mamie 
Smith, daughter of Tom Smith and Jack Lyons, son of Mrs. Lyons who moved to Gail from down near 
the Garrett community. The Morrow family had two members of their family stricken with the fever 
as well as many more families. No hospital or nurses were available but the women and mothers, 
some with sick children of their own, alternated in helping day and night with the sick. Some 9  
of those who helped were Mrs. Dillahunty, Mrs. Berry, Mrs. Hopkins and Mrs. Morrow. The fever 
plague awakened the people to the need for purer water and many wells were drilled. The water 
had an unpleasant gypsum-like taste, but people learned to like it. Borden County is proud of 
its water system today.

In 1906 Gail boasted a "Confectionary", quite a fancy name for country kids, but it had its •
appeal. It was operated by Alton (Fatty) Scroggin and his younger brother fey This was a drug 
store "drop in" or a side walk deal, but a special little place beside the post office. (Pat 
Cathey, who later married Pearl Johnson was our Postmaster at that time). After singing on Sunday 
afternoons we stopped in and drank our first milk shakes and orange' or strawberry ades. Those 
little rotmd stools that one could twirl on and the colored jars of syrup were really something. 
This confectionary closed before night as the kerosene lamps did not give much light, and the 9 
children had to all get home to do their chores.

Mrs. Mack (Faith Miller) Weston, 34 years of age of Ft. Sumner, New Mexico passed away in the 
University Hospital, Salt Lake City, Utah on July 4th, 1966. The cause of her death was 
leukemia. She was buried in Snyder July 6, 1966. Faith was married to Mack Weston on August 5, 
1951 Faith is survived by her husband, two daughters; Anita Jean, 13 and Jana Jo, 4; a son, 9 
Harmon Mack, 10: her parents, Frank and Edna (Clark) Miller of Fluvanna; two sisters, Mrs. E. L. 
(Barbara) Farmer of O'Donnell and Mrs. Doyle (Shirley) Newton of Fluvanna; a brother, Frank 
Miller, Jr. of Uvalde, Texas. Our lives will always be richer and finer for having known such 
a. sweet Christian person - For to know her was to love her.

DEDICATORI': This issue of the Newsletter is dedicated to the Memory of Gail Borden, early day 9
Patroit, for whom Borden County and the County Seat was named. Also, to the Oldtimers who lived 
here and helped celebrate our "50th Anniversary Celebration" in 1941, but. have since passed on.
Some are - Mrs. Catherine York, Mr. & Mrs. Jim York, J. H. Beal, H. D. (Uncle Nick) Beal, D. W. 
Kincaid, J. H. Smoot, Calloway Johnson, Miss Maggie Williams, Mr. & Mrs. D. Dorward, Sid Reeder, 
Alvin Jackson, P. N. Miller, Mrs. A. M. Clayton, Joe Clayton, L. A. Pearce, Ed Murphy, Nolan von 
Poeder and Mrs, Lucy Rogers. (Please forgive if we omitted anyone's name) •

DO YOU -REMEMBER: The man who came through Gail and his Model T Ford had gotten Hot; he inquired 
around about some water to put in his radiator. He was told to go to this house that had a larre 
Cistern (water was scarce in Gail then) The family wouldn't give him any water out of the cistern 
but offered him their used bath water that was in a No. 3 tub. He gladly took it and went on 
his way. 9
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