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moved from the real cause, in the one case as in the other. 
The fact is that there is no remedy and no redress for any 

of these villainies under the capitalistic system. Labor Un
ions have made a gallant fight for some measure of deliver
ance from the thralldom of capitalist tyranny, but L abor 
Unions are unable to cope with the fact that the army of 
the unemployed is constantly recruited by the ~nco_ming ?f 
labor-saving machinery. Given the means of livelihood rn 
the hands of private ownership, those owners can impose 
on -the worker, man or woman, any conditions of life that 
they choose. 

In considering this d_reaful condition three things are 
constantly to be kept in mind: · 

First, the efficient cause is to be found in the private 
ownership of those things necessary to the common life. Row 
idle to seek to remove the effect while permitting the cause to 
remain. 

Second, conditions of this sor t are probably always very 
much worse and the evil more widespread than the publ ic 
ever can know. The ravisher has every motive to keep the 
transaction secret, ancl the poor victim can be kept silent, not 
only from shame, but by ·the pressure of the same economic 
forces which caused her first to yield. 

Third, conditions of this sort, so long as capitalism en
dures, must rapidly grow worse, for the twofold reason that 
more women are crowded into wage-earning occupations and 
that their dependence on their employers grows more abject 
with the constant centralization of wealth. 

Capitalism is foday eating out the heart of the nation's 
morality, sapping the foundation of domestic and national 
life, filling the world with mis-shapen and misformed chil
dren, denying them proper nourishment in their years of 
growth, keeping them in ignorance and poverty, shutting them 
up in jails, and offering to womanhood the choice of beggary 
and starvation or a life of shame. 

Is there no pity? I s there no help? Must this go on? 
Must virtue, too, be put upon the black list? Is it not 
enough that they have bound the strong man beneath their 
burdens and robbed him of all but the poor pittance of ,1 
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shabby livelihood; must woman, too, be robbed of virtue as 
of health and beauty? Mnst the blight of corporate greed 
forever rest on all that is fairest and best in human life? 
Shall the lilies of innocence and the roses of Jove forever be 
trampled beneath the brutal feet of lust? 

Come on! We'll rescue them ! Let's do it now! T he 
army of rescue is on the way and still it grows, but all too 
slow for the great deeds of hig)1 emprise that are to be dow:i. 

Join it all sweet-sou.l:~lden-hearted women, all brave, 
true-hearted men. For tlte';~fense of the home1. for enlight
enment, for pity's gentle sake, for purHy, for liberty, equality 
and fraternity, fall in and take your places in the ranks of 
the Socialist party. 

SOME DEFINITIONS. 

Capitalism is the form of society under which we are 
living now. It is characterized by private ownership, in the 
hands of an ever-lessening few, of the land and machinery, by 
the occupation and working of which all must live, and by an 
ever-increasing hos·t of those who have no means of living 
except the sale of their labor-power. 

A capitalist is one whose income is derived, not from 
personal labor with hand or brain, but from the advantage 
which ownership of public nccessiti c:;: givf'· him to exploit 
the labor of others. Some there arc whose labor is derfrec 
from both sources. 

So far as the income of such an one is cleriveil from his 
own useful labor he is a lab01w; so far as it i~ dcriYcd from 
mere ownership he is a capitalist. 

But the number of these is rapidly decreasing. lt mui't 
be remembered, too, that under capitalism ownership is oft
time illusory . 

The farmer, for example, who suppo,scs that he owns 
his farni, is really so depencl<'nt on the railroads and so com
pletely at the mercy of the Tioanl of Trade that his farm 

· ownership amounts to nothing 11 1~r0 th<in the guarantee of 
a permanent job . 

An Industrial P <rnic i;: <'au;:rcl hv the necessary accumu
lation of surplu:;: procluct' '"hich under the wage-system labor 
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creates, bu·t cannot buy. The sum total of money paid under 
capitalism for raw material, wage-labor, construction and re
pair of machinery, and all expenses combined, can nev~r 
equal the selling price of the goods put on the market, for if 
it did there would be no profits. 

As :i matter of fact, the sum total of such moneys paid 
out i:'> l·Dly a fraction of the selling price of such goods, and 
with the rapid improvement of labor-saving machinery it is 
increasingly Jess. 

Hence, there must always be an accumulati6n of surplus 
products, and when the warehouses are filled the mills an<l 
fac tories will close down and thousands of men, women and 
children must suffer hunger and cold because there is so much 
fovd and clothing in the country that their own hands have 
made. 

For the reasons already stated, these panics must grow 
n :ore terrible and frequent as capitalism develops, causing, 
of course, fearful epidemics of suffering and cTime, in ad
dition to that which is constantly present as the direct out
growth of the capitalist system. 

Socialism would do away with even the possibility of 
an Industrial Panic by abolishing rent, interest and profits, 
thus making it possible always for the worker t'o take off 
the market an equal value of what he put on the market. 
H ence ~.here could be no accumulation of surplus products 
and consequently no panics. . 

Socialism is the next stage in social evolution, charac
terized by collective ownership and democratic management 
of the sources of production and distribution. Rent, in
terest and profits will be abolished and goods will be pro
duced for use and exchange, but not for profit. 

'!'he aged will be pensioned and the helpless will be the 
wards of tlrn state. The price of every article will be deter
mined by its cost in labor-power so nearly as this· can be 
ascer~~inecl. If it takes as much labor-power under like 
cond1t~ons to make a hat as it does to make a pair of shoes 
the pnce of the ha.it and the pair of shoes will be the same. 
Opportunities for speculation and other forms of gambling 
will be ilou.e away1 b11t thfl µ,,·~rage p-urnhasing power of 
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labor's income will be at least five times as great as it is now. 
The t~rm "Socialism" is also applied to that school o[ 

thought which recognizes the certainty and the desirability 
of the impending change and seeks to bring it about as 
speedily as possible and in a peaceable manner. 

Socialists do not believe in "dividing up" or in the com
mon ownership of all things. They hold that anything that 
a man can use personally he ought to own personally, but 
things that men must use together they ought to own to
gether. 

Class-consciousness is the ;'ense of social solidarity man
ifesting itself in people who baYc interests in common when 
once they are awakened to the fact. It is the moral dynamic 
by which, thus far in history, all beneficial revolutions have 
been accomplished. 

When once the working people of the country arc thor
oughly awakened to their class interests, and when in par
ticular the women of the working class are awakened to tlrn 
fact that they are members of an oppressed sex and of an op
pressed class, the reign of sex-tyranny and of class-tyranny 
is at an end. 

CLASS AND SEX- CONSCIOUSNESS. 

Whoever would accomplish any important social under
taking must first ally himself with as many as possible of 
those who have the same interests at stake. If, for example, 
my premises are unsanitary because of improper drainage, 
I may be able to help matters a trifle with my own spade, 
but it will be better far if I co-operate with all who arc 
living on the same water-slope and hence have the same 
drainage interests as myself. Together we will soon con
struct a drain-force it if need be-and, in a few short weeks, 
accomplish more than all of us, working independently, could 
otherwise have done in years. Or if >Ve wished to improve 
a road passing over several dwellings, or, being members of 
a despoiled and oppressed class, to better our social condi
tion, precisely the same thing must be done. We must in 
each case join hands with as many as possible of those who • 
have the same h1tW~$t's as ourselves, and those who have such 
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interests, but are not awakened to them, we must awaken. 
In other words, we must become class-conscious. Only thus 
can we hope to succeed. Our movement must be broad 
enough to include all those whose interests or sympathies 
are really with us; it must be definite enough to exclude all 
those whose sympathies and interests, real or fancied, are at 
present against us. 

This rule holds good everywhere. To accomplish any
thing of social importance people must first of all become · 
class-conscious. 

Only class-conscious movements affect history. 
Women who are doing much for the emancipation of 

the sex already realize this in a high degree. 'l'hey know 
that women by the fact of their sex have ce1,tain great and 
fundamental interests in common. They know that their 
interests are ruthlessly set aside and only by united effort 
can any headway be made in securing a measure of social 
justice. 

They are sex-conscious. 
But one ~trp more remains to be taken. They must see 

that the oppressivn of woman is only one phase of the gen

eral oppression of the working by the owning class and the t 
this oppression is inevitable so long as the few possess the 
resources by access to which all mitSt live. 

They must, therefore, cast in their lot unreservedly with 
the cause of labor and with its political expression in the 
Soeialist party. 

So soon as this is done the subjugation of women and the 
oppression of labor will vanish from the earth like a horrid 
dream. 

LOVE AND MARRIAGE. 

Naturally this subject can never afford a problem af
fecting only one sex. It may be conceded, too, that, so far 
as it may, masculine humanity is affected the most. "H is 
not good for him to be alone." Woman can get along alone 
and take care of herself if she must. Yet for reasons that will 
readily appear, no discussion of woman under capitalism 

• could be complete without some reference to Love and Mar
riage. 
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Capitalism has reached that point in its development 

where it is the implacable enemy of both, for reasons already 

stated in the section on "Woman and Labor-Saving Machin

ery." 
Capitalism always operates with the fewest workers and 

the cheapest labor possible. The incoming of labor-saving 

machinery makes it increasingly possible to dispense with the 

sitrong arm of the man and substitute the cheaper labor of 

the woman in his place. 

In relation to Love and Marriage this is a two-edged 

sword that cuts both ways. It makes of the woman a slave 

to the machine and it robs the man of the necessary income 

to rescue, wed her and found a home. Every one knows 

that this contention is abundantly sustained by the facts. 

The census reports show that celibacy is alarmingly on 

the increase. The papers and magazines are full of enquiries 

as to the cause and suggested remedies. Even the president 

of the United States feels called upon to utter a vigorous 

protest against celibacy and race-suicide. 

It may be conceded that matrimony is not the chief end 

of existence, and, further, that by special vocation or tem

perament some are better adapted to single than to conjugal 

life. But voluntary celibacy is one thing and forced celibacy 

is another. Only the most abject creatures will submit to 

being deprived of the right to love and b"e loved by one of 

the opposite sex at the will of another. 

Capitalism stands for the enforced celibacy of thou

sands. And to what end? That rent, interest and profit 

may flow into the coffers of a diseased and gouty aristocracy. 

Men and women of spirit, when once their eyes are opened 

to the facts, will die rather than submit to such a yoke. The 

writer uses no rash nor unconsidered words, but realizes their 

meaning as he looks upon his wife and baby while he writes. 

In all but the vilest creatures an appreciation of the right 

to love is at least as strong as the instinct of self-preservation. 

But we shall not need to put life or limb in jeopardy 

to abolish capifalistic tyranny if enough of us take hold and 

if we begin in time. The ballot box has superseded the 
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need of armed revolution in capturing the powers of govern
ment. 

Liberals are prone to cry out against certain ancient 
faiths which say to woman in the bloom of youth, "Suppress 
your natural instincts and fake the vow of celibacy. L~y 
aside the garments of joy and beauty and robe yourself m 
the sombre weeds of sorrow. Veil your charms from the 
eyes of the world and kneel on the cold stones and you will 
please God." And yet whatever of deception or of tyranny 
~here is in convent life is as nothing to the infamies of 
capitalism. For it must be admitted that the votaries of 
convent life take the vows in the first place, however mis
takenly, of their own free will and accord; that the convent 
often affords a refuge to the broken in heart; that food and 
shelter are made secure to them through life; that through 
it all they have the consolation of religious sentiments for 
the life that they have chosen, and in old age they are assured 
of a quiet, care-free, peaceful home. 

But capitalism lays hold upon young womanhood even 
in the childhood of life and says : "You shall be a slave of 
the machine; mistress of a home and mother of children 
you shall never be; I need you 1·0 make profit for me. You 
can work cheaper than your prospective lover and you sui.t 
me better in that you are more submissive. So I'll just turn 
him into the street and put you in his place. I will make 
use of you for the· purpose of forcing him into the army of 
the unemployed. You slrnll weave your life into the web 0f 
my goods, not for sentimental or religious considerations. in 
the least, but strictly as a business proposition, to get enough 
to keep soul and body together. This, too, only in prosperity. 
When the warehouses are filled and business is dull I will 
turn you into the streets to live as be&t you may. Shonlrl 
you live to old age, which is not at all probable, you may 
seek refuge in the alms-house. When death comes to yom 
relief there is a pine box for you and a narrow plat of 

. ground in the Potter's field ."* • 

*One person in every ten who dies in the citv of New York is 
buried in the Potter 's field.-(Ladofi'.) • · 
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DOMESTIC INFELICITY. 

If enforced celibacy is the peculiar hardship of man, as 

seems probable, domestic infelicity in marriage is the peculiar 

hardship of woman. If the home life is uncongenial, the hus

band can go to his club or the saloon, as so many of them 

du, and forget his froubles over his pipe and his glass of 

beer. Not so with the woman, especially after the arrival 

of the little people has bound her to the home. 
Domestic infelicity nine times in ten is distinctly trace

able to economic causes. In the first place the r ight peopl.e 

don't meet, at least not soon enough. There is a Jack for 

every Jill, as there is salt for herring and sugar for goose

berries. It is a problem of distribution. 
The young man in the factory and on the farm has little 

time and less money to go about and see the world. In his 

choice of a life-companion he is practically limited to the 

score or ~wo whom chance or propinquity have thrown ia 

his way. The number of these is further cut down by social 

and religious distinctions. So he is fortunate if he finds a 

maiden who will accept him because she has no better chance 

in view at the time 1md a chance is not to be lightly thrown 

away. For the opportunities for young women finding a 

suitable life companion are very much less even 1han they 

are for young men. Thus the majority of people marry, not 

whom they should, or whom they would most care for, but 

whom they could get. The wrong people get married in the 

first place because they lack leisure and opportunity to find 

their proper affinities. Later on the Divorce Court enters the 

record, "Decree granted on account of incompatibility," and 

two liYes are blighted . While they who drag out a weary ex

istence in the yoke of matrimony long after love has fl.own 

are more to be pitied still. 
Poverty itself is a very effeclive cause of domestic in

felicity. The Germans have an old proverb which is oft-times 

true: "When poverty comes in at the door love flies out at 

the window." Because of high rent they are crowded for 

room and because the cost of living overtakes· the family 

income they must forego music, books, pictures, carpets and 

other r@fi11em1mts a:P.d amenities of life. The food, too, ib 
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of the coarsest and most unattractive quality. Home life, 
therefore, lacks comfort because there is not the wherewith, 
and too often the wife blames the husband and the husband 
the wife, while the blame properly belongs wholly to the 
in.dustrial system of which they are both victims. 

Mercenary marriages are a prolific cause of domestic 
. misery, and under our present industrial system the tempta
tion to mercenary marriage is very great. If the young 
woman is poor her only way of escaping wage slavery, with 
its uncertainties and pitfalls, and its pinching poverty and 
loneliness at best, is the making "a good catch" in the 
"matrimonial market" so well named. If she is rich she is 
a "good catch" herself, for mercenary reasons. Moreover, 
there are business and family interests to be considered by 
herself and her family in her matrimonial prospects. Under 
such condi'tions love has little chance, and love it is that makes 
the world go round. Money will buy a great many things, 
but it will never buy love, and where there is no .rove there 
is no domestic happiness. 

No account of the causes of domestic unhappiness would 
be at all complete without some mention of the social vices 
which invade and undermine the home, chief of which i.n 
many ways and typical throughout is the Drink Evil. The 
Liquor Traffic is distinctly the outgrowth of our present in
dustrial system, as will appear to any one who carefully pon
ders the following considerations. The constant centraliz
ing of wealth in the hands of the few narrows the ground 
on which people can stand. Men must live and thev are co
erced into all sorts of unholy and anti-social occ~1pations. 
The men in these occupamtions will, of course, put up ~ 
desperate fight before they will be dispossessed of employ
ment and turned pennyless onto an already over-crowded 
labor market. Men drink to drown trouble, following the 
ad_vice in Proverbs. (Prov. 31 :6-7.) Whether they have read 
tlus passage or not, they hope in this way to "forget their 
poverty and remember their misery no more." They do this 
foolish!~', to· be sure, and yet, beinc; human each ·man has 
his breaking point under temptatio~ and hi~ limitations of 
power. The point is, that the drink habit is only an effect; 
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the cause is deep-seated in our present industrial syste~. 
Tha.ot the liquor traffic is still more entrenched in the 

economic interests of the seller than in the weakness of the 

buyer is evident to any one who will consider the fact tbat 

the drinker was never known to make much of a fight for its 

continuance. Often enough he will go to the· polls and vote 

as he supposes against it. But when any measure, national, 

state or local, is carried which it is even thought will curtail 

the sale of liquor it is always after a terrific fight with the 

liquor interests, and these interests always mean finance . 

What has been said of the Drink Evil applies as strictly 

to every other social vice, as could readily be shown had we 

space for their separate discussion. 

Begin where we will, a searching analysis reveals the 

fact that there is no other social problem in mode1:n life but 

the "Labor Problem" and no social curse but has its tap

root in the capitalist system. All the domestic infelicity 

which comes to mankind through the whiskey bottle is .zs 

distinctly the product of the capf,talist system as that which 

proceeds directly from low wages and mercenary marriages. 

Whatever capitalism has been in the Dll&t or whateve" 

historic function it has served, today it is an outworn system, 

a clog and menace to our civilization. Capitalism is the black 

nightmare of the twentieth century, the umelenting foe of 

knowledge, liberty and progress, the arch-enemy of all that 

human hearts can hold most dear. Nothing is holy, nothing 

inviolate from its grasping hand. The marble of life's holiest 

altars it burns to make the lime of commerce. Virtue, Honor 

and Happiness i·t tramples in the dust. Youth, Love, H ealth 

and Beauty it coins into profits for i ts financial glory. The 

market for labor-power is also the market for souls, where 

the price of Virtue rises and falls with the price of bread 

expressed in labor t ime. 

To overthrow this system of hypocrisy and greed, rotten 

with the accumula:ted iniquity of centuries and on its ruins 

rear the Co-operative Commonwealth of Socialism, the full

orbed civilization of Truth and Justice, is the sacred duty 

of the hour. 
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THE SOCIAL ATMOSPHERE. 

Every social system has its corresponding atmosphere of 
customs, ideas, and traditions, based on, and reflecting, eco
nomic conditions. 

This is only another way of saying that we are all more 
or less a bundle of habits and that the habits we acquire in 
one situation we carry over with us into others. We say 0f 
certain sentiments or ideas that they are "in the air!' and 
the metaphor con:veys a striking truth. The atmosphere o.f 
capitalism is charged with economic slavery and this same 
atmosphere naturally invades the home life, where it takes 
the special form of the subordination of the wife to the au
thority of 1he husband. It could not be otherwise. The man 
who is accustomed to a show of authority, either imposed or 
endured,. for six days in the week and ten hours in the day, 
can hardly bring himself to act on a basis of perfect equality 
in the home circle for the few remaining hours in the week. 
If he can, he is one of those rare spirits who is capable in a 
high degree of living in advance of their age and above their 
environment. 

The whole education of man under capitalism, from the 
cradle to the grave, fosters the development of the autocratic 
spirit. 

The strong hand uppermost in the shop means the strong 
hand uppermost by 1he fireside. There was a boss in the shop; 
why shouldn't there be a boss in the home? 

It matters not whether the home be rich or poor, the 
result is the same. The man who all his life-time has been 
bossed, and simply has been a ·"hand" in an enterprise in 
which he has had neither voice nor share, can he be ex
pected to form high ideals of liberty and equality and exem
plify them in the family circle? 

The man who all day long has "bossed" a score of women 
clerks or factory girls, can he lay by his airs of authority and 
importance the moment he crosses his own threshold? Or 
if he seems to do so through deference to conventional breed
ing can he be expected really to believe in equal rights either 
between man and man or between man and woman? If he 
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can, then may we expect to ga:ther grapes 0£ thorns and figs 

0£ thistles. · 
Sometimes the tables are turned and the wife it is who 

has imbibed the spirit 0£ authority, so characteristic of our 

present industrial life, and, having sufficient strength of 

will, proceeds to put its teachings in practice t'o the dis

comfort 0£ the unfortunate husband. 
But always the deadly miasma 0£ domestic tyranny rises 

like a poisonous vapor from the fetid swamp 0£ capitalism. 

Put in the spade 0£ Socialist politics and drain the swamp! 

Can any one £ail to appreciate the grave and thoughtful 

words of Herbert Spencer? He says, "Whenever society 

shall have become civilized enough to recognize the equality 

0£ rights between the sexes * * * married life will not 

be characterized by perpetual squabbles, but by mutual con

cessions; instead 0£ a desire on 1.he part of the husband to 

assert his claims to the uttermost regardless of those of his 

wife, or on the part of the wife to do the like, there will be 

a watchful desire on both sides not to transgress. Neither 

will have to stand on the defensive because each will be 

solicitous £or the rights of the other." 

We have already seen that society can never become 

"sufficiently civilized to recognize the equality of rights be

tween the sexes" until it shall also be sufficiently civilized 

to reduce the sources of production and distribution, vital 

to the common life, to collective ownership and democratic 

management. 
WO)fAN'S WORK FOR SOCIALISM. 

Thus far · it has been shown, in part, what Socialism 

means to humanity and to womankind in particular, £or So

cialism means even more of blessing to women than H does 

t'o men. 
The writer now asks leave to indicate a few practical 

ways in which, meanwhile, woman may work for Socialism. 

These are many and there is work to be done that only woman 

can do. Quite a good deal can be d6ne by a woman who is 

a Socialist among her female friends in purely personal 

ways. Women need very much to be delivered from fashion 

and conventionality. Every chain that is broken brings 
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that much nearer the great emancipation. 
Therefore, dress neatly and tastefully, but don't be a 

slave to fashion, whether or not you have the means. If you 
are of the working class, don't be ashamed of it, but make it 
emphatic: If you are not of the working class, to assist the 
cause of Socialism you must throw in your lot unreservedly 
with them. Cultivate socialistic habits of thought and speech 
in all things. If you employ a hired girl, occasionally or con
stantly, don't call her a "servant". Treat her as one of the 
family and be sure that she eats at the same table with your
self. If she isn't good enough to be so treated she isn't good 
enough to be in your house. 

Not once till now does the word "lady" occur in this 
artiqle. So far as possible drop that word and all others that 
have an aristocratic history. "Woman" is far better. The 
'yorld has had a plenty of fine "ladies" whom it could well 
spare, but the good "women" are the salt of the earth. 

A paramount task in the spread of Socialism in its 
present stage of growth is the dissemination of Socialist 
Merature. Women a1:e often more successful in this line than 
men. The enemy are working every scheme to thwart and 
hinder the distribution of our literature. Come to the rescue. 
You can do it. Always sell a piece of literature rather than 
give it away, if it is possible so to do. The purchaser is far 
more apt to read it. "Where his treasure is- there will his 
heart be also." 

See how many copies of this pamphlet and other num
bers of WAYLAND'S MONTHLY you can sell among your friends, 
women and men. See how many subscribers you can get for 
the "Appeal to Reason." Do it now. Keep it up. Let not 
the sun go down upon your enthusiasm. 

You should by all means join the Local of the Socialist 
p~rty in your town, or, ii there is no Local, see to the organ-
1zmg of one as soon as possible. In these Locals men and 
women are eligible, not only for membership, but for office 
on absolutely equal terms. 

. The Socialist .party is thoroughly committed to the doc
trme. of Equal Rights and thoroughly consistent in all its 
practices. 
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Women are as eligible for any office within the party 
as men, and are placed in nomination for political offices 
as freely also, so far as present capitalistic laws will allow. 
You should attend every meeting of the local so far as it 
is in your power and take part freely in all deliberations. 

We need your presence and you need the experience. 
You will be shown ever<y courtesy. The meetings of Social
ist locals t'oday are wonderful preparatory schools for the 
Equal Rights politics of the Co-operative Commonwealth of 
tomorrow. 

Socialists should be sociable. It belps give interest and 
vivacity to the movement and to bring the matter to the. 
attention of others for the local to give a little party, supper 
or picnic occasionally at which Socialist songs are sung and 

speeches made._ 
Sometimes a little necessary money can be raised in 

this way. 
Socialist propaganda has now reached a stage in which, 

among the stronger locals, at least, regular circuit work 
should be ·arranged so 1hat in each a big meeting could be 
held and traveling speakers heard every month or two at 
least. What woman has done and is doing for the church, 
keeping its doors open, financing its work, by means of 
bazaars, suppers, fairs, etc., she can also do for the Socialist 
party. 

Socialist locals should always be opened and closed with 
one or two songs, rousing, hearty Socialist songs. We have sev
eral compilations, good in both music and words, which the 
publishers of 1his article can supply. We need the feminine 
voice in singing, both alto and soprano. A choir should al:;o 
be arranged in every local wherever practicable. 

A number of Socialist women belong to temperance and 
religious organizations. These can be made the means of 
a great deal of Socialist instruction. The W. C. T. U., for 
example, can be made a mjghtier means of good in the fut,ure 
than it· has been in the past if it can only be leavened with 
Socialist common sense. 

Perhaps it can be done. If not the organization as a 
whole, your own union at all events. Try it. Show them 
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that as a result of her deep study and wide experience with the 
temperance problem Frances E. Willard became a pro
nounced Socialist and declared in her speech before the 

. national convention at Buffalo tha:t if she had her life to 
live over again she would give it to the Socialist cause. 

Show them that it is relatively of small consequence 
except to themselves what "our Niel( and "our Alice" or 
other Washingtonians ate or drank at a wedding breakfast ; 
the roots of the liquor problem lie buried deep in our eco
nomic structure. Show them that it doesn't matter in the 
least to the cause of temperance whether a battleship :s 
christened (Mercy ! has Christ to do with battleships) with 
water or champagne, except that if a bottle 0£ champagne is 
smashed on the bows 0£ a battleship nobody will get drunk 
on rt.hat bottle. 

Show them that i£ the army itself can be abolished, 
with all excuse for its existence, we shall have no further 
problem with the Army Canteen. 

Show them that the liquor traffic itself is simply one 
phase 0£ the Labor Problem. . 1 

Show them, but do i·t patiently, that i£ they have the 
courage 0£ their convictions and mean what they say, they 
must every one 0£ them come over into the ranks 0£ the 
Socialist party. 

The Sunday school can be utilized to a great extent by 
socialistic teachers in conveying wholesome instruction. 

Properly interpreted, the Bible itself is a very good text
book on Socialism. 

Show your pupils in the Sunday school that usury or 
interest is spoken against in the Bible oftener than any 
other one thing whatsoever. 

Show them that present forms 0£ land tenure are also ' 
denounced. "The land shall not be sold forever; the land is 
min.e, saith the Lord." (Lev. 25 :23.) 

Show them that the political history 0£ I srael, the peo
ple 0£ the Bible, began with the strike 0£ the brickmakers 
in Egypt. 

Show them that 1he ruin 0£ Israel was caused by the 
taxatiop. 0£ the common people to build Solomon's mag-
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nificent temple and palaces. and the consequent centraliza
tion of wealth in Jerusalem, a case strictly paralleled by 
economic developments in the United States 1oday. 

Show them that the prophets were really socialistic agi
tators championing the rights of the common people. 

Have them memorize Is. 5 :8 and Amos 2 :6-8 and 5 :11-
12. Read and comment on the 5th Chapter of Nehemiah. 

Show them 1hat Jesus was put to death for driving out 
the money changers from the Temple and overthrowing the 
seats of those who had a corner on animals and birds that 
were thought necessary for sacrifice, as well as for standing 
against the slavish usages whereby the priests and respecta
ble classes bound on the shoulders of the common people 
burdens too hard to be borne. 

These are, as a quest.ion of privilege, a few suggestions 
by "a mere man." They can, of course, be vastly improved 
and they will lead to others. "And thou mayest add thereto." 

WOMAN'S RESPONSIBILITY. 

In my .:first draft of this article I had prepared as a 
closing section "An Appeal to Young men," showing them 
that because they had the ballot, which was denied to women, 
and because they are not fossilized in the corrosive slime 
of old party politics, like the older men, but their ·brains 
are still plastic and their heart currents warm, the immedi· 
ate future is in their hands. 

I had appealed to them by every sentiment of honor 
and true chivalry to rise in their might and overthrow this 
tyrannical capitalist system which is crushing the life-blood 
out of the nation's womanhood. But on further reflection 
I have decided to omit that altogether from this article, dedi-
cated to Womankind. · 

I could not afford, and less can you, to blur or compro
mise in any way the great Truth that you must not trust 
in young men nor in old ~en, nor yet in supernatural agen
cies of any kind, but in yourselves, to accomplish your eman
cipation. The hope of every oppressed class is in that class 
itself. 

Not as individuals, primarily, but in the organized class
consQious movement of a clasi:: awakened to its existence 
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and its own interests. Before the organized resistance of 
an awakened class-consciousness tyrants tremble and thrones 
fall. You must not wait till men are better or nobler before 
voicing your ·insistency earnestly and long for political and 
economic freedom. 

You must not wait until gold and precious stones fall 
from the sky before taking it in hand to build the City of 
Peace, but bravely burn your brick of the common clay on 
which you stand. 

You must not even wait with folded hands for the So
cialist party to bring you economic and political liberty, as 
one might bring you tea and biscuit, on a tray. 

You must join that party and throw your whole soul 
and energy into the movement. No other party, movement 
or institution is great enough, clean enough, brave enough, 
sufficiently comprehensive in its scope and vision, to be avail
able for the high purposes of achieving complete human 
liberty. ~ 

But neither can the Socialist party endow you with a 
full measure of your liberty except as with that party you 
have struggled and toiled to ·the height of freedom yourselves. 

The rights of womanhood of every class are bound up 
inseparably with the triumph of labor. 

Women of the working class especially: you are bound 
with a double chain. You are oppressed because of your 
sex and you are robbed because of your class. 

This twofold oppression we have already tracell to a com
mon source-private ownership of the things which all the 
people need. 

The Socialist party places within your hands the means 
1o break your chains. 

More than this neither it nor any other external agency 
can do. 

With all other subject and oppressed classes: would you 
be free, yourselves must strike the blow. 

So, and so only, shall you prove faithful to yourselves, 
and those "'.ho believe in you, and to your children, and -to 
the generations yet unborn, and 1o the sacred trust that 
God and Nature have committed to your hands. 
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A Song of Brotherhood. 
(Looking Forward. ) 

BY WALTER H URT. 

The blessings of a brighter day bloom from a perished past, 

And glad and golden is the way that leads us on at last 

Into the asphodelian lands where fadeless flowers are spr ead 

To greet our feet, by hallowed hands of our remembered dead. 

The faith that once was in eclipse, wrapped by the clouds of wrong, 

Has felt the touch of loving lips that thrill with tender song, 

Till it has risen to redeem the race from its despairs 

An!I realize that splendid dream of our unanswered prayers. 

Vl-'here once the fields were drenched with red beneath the blackeit 

night, 
Now greenest grasses grow instead, and lilies blossom white; 

And like a vibrant silver bell now rings the robin's note 

Where once the battle-song of hell belched from the cannon's throat. 

The only chains are links of love, where once were prison bars, 

And garlands placed the wounds above have hidden all their scars. 

W'e lightly climb life's sunny slopes, where naught the music mars 

That lifts the heart to hig'her hopes and sets it 'mong the stars. 

Our feet have found the solid r ock of broader brotherhood; 

Our souls have safely met the shock, and all its woes withstood; 

The newer birth is ours at last, and nothing now remains 

To point us to the poignant past-its passions and its pains. 

The darkness of the years is gone, the shadows hurry by, 

While fingers of a damask dawn spread beauty on the sky. 

On haloed heights a rarer glow shall crown the heart's demands, 

And love's sweet spring shall fairer flow from out life's bitter lands . 

.. 
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The American Social Problem. 
HARRY W. LAIDLER. 

EVERY age presents for solut ion some mighty problem. Now 

tb.e religious, now the political, now the social question demands 

undivided attention. In the age in which we live that which is 

uppermost in 'the minds of men is the social or economic question

the question of t he just distribution of the products of mankind. 

The reason for this is not far to seek. The last one hundred 

years have witnessed the industrial revolution of the ages; the 

progress from individual production to social production, thus mak

ing possible the creation of ten-twenty-one hundr edfold more 

wealth with the expenditure of the same amount of energy. That 

this increased productivity has taken place is indisputable, but that 

the mass of the nation's workers have been materially benefited by 

this industrial revolution is a matter of serious dispute-and the 

attempt of th~ worker to obtain a larger and juster share of the 

product of labor constitutes the modern labor question. 
It was Henry George who said t hat if a man of the eighteenth 

century-a Priestley or a Franklin-could have seen as in a vision 

this marvelous progress in industry, "his heart would have leaped, 

and his nerves would have thrilled, as one who from a height be· 

holds, just ahead of the thirst-stricken caravan, the living gleam of 

rustling woods and the glint of laughing waters. He would in the 

sight of his imagination have seen new forces lifting the very poorest 

above the possibility of want." 
And with reason would suc'h high expectations be aroused; but 

sadly the present-day facts of civilization dash them completely 

to t he earth. For along with this evolution from individual to social 

production has come a transfer of ownership of the tools and ma-

, chinery of preduction from the mass of workers to a few i=ensely 

wealthy capitalists. This concentration has proceeded so :rapidly 

t hat already six thousand multi-millionaires and billionaires own 

one-fourth of the nation's wealth; one per cent of ·our population 
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possesses more than the other ninety-nine per cent. And to this 

one per cent the whole industrial, social, political, and even the in

tellectual and ethical life of the nation is becoming completely sub

servient. How true are the statements of Bishop Spaulding u pon 

this question! "If the present methods continue, a few individuals 

and trusts will soon control the means of production and distribu

tion and this in an era in which money is the mightiest force of 

social influence and dominion. To those few individuals and cor

porations will belong an authority and power greater than any his

tory makes known-an authority and power which are both incom

patible with political liberty and popular institutions." 

The ownership of the wealth of Egypt by two per cent of her 

population, and the possession of the whole Roman empire by 

eighteen hundred of her citizens was the "handwriting upon the 

wall" which proclaimed the doom of those natiions. Is it for us to 

ignore utterly these lessons, in the year of our Lord 1906, and to 

sit by calmly until the despotism of millions shall have bound us 

!hand and foot? 
But modern civilization presents another side. Facing the six 

thousand multi-millionaires abounding in luxury and power, are the 

ten millions of people suffering the pangs of poverty-poorly shel

tered, under-fed, under-clothed. Complementary with those wl10 

obtain millions without any productive toil, are thll mass of ur.

skilled workers whose greatest exer t ion brings scarcely enough to 

keep body and soul together; are the two millions of the nation's 

sons denied during half t:he year the opportunity to earn a liveli

hood; are the tens of thousands of mothers in the heat and grime 

of sweat shops and the death-dealing tenements "sewing at once 

with a double thread a shroud as well as a shirt;" are the seventeen 

hundred thousand little children of sc'hool age who are refused the 

right of an education, forced into the dismal, poisonous atmosphere 

of factory, shop and mine, and there compelled to coin their little 

lives into glittering gold for moneyed aristocracy. 

"How long," they say, "how long, 0 cruel nation, 

Will you stand to move the world on a child's heart, 

Stifle down with a mailed heel its palpitation, 

And tread onward to your throne amid the mart!" 

These are the facts. What is their meaning to the rich-what 
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to the poor? To the rich, this enormous wealth means magnificent 
palaces, gorgeous wardrobes, rare and precious jewelry; it means 
monkey and baboon dinners at which money flows as freely as 

water, at which terrapin is daintily eaten from silver canoes with 
golden spoons, and trust stocks are lavishly distributed as souvenirs 
of the occasion. It µieans a life where real values are lost and 
where money is God. To the poor, poverty means foul hovels, reek
ing-ah, too often !-with vermin and disease, filtl1y rags as sub
stitutes for clothing, a life of forced ignorance, of stunted body, 
mind and soul, an existence of sickness, crime and death. 

"Wealth and poverty, millionaires and beggars, castles and 

caves, luxury and squalor, painted parasites on the boulevard and 
painted poverty among the red lights." This is but a suggestion .:>f 
the social abyss-of the social wrongs which must be righted. 

What part will ·the student of the American university take in 
the solution of these perplexing problems? He, who for over twenty 

long years has been the recipient of the unstinted favors of society; 
at whose feet society has laid its choicest treasures and its highest 
efforts in art and literature, science and philosophy? 

Should he use his acquired abilities to crush deeper and deeper 
into the mire the already overburdened of the land; to climb the 
ladder of fame and fortune upon the shoulders of the heavy laden? 
No, thrice no! Freely he has received, freely should he give his 
best and noblest to the up-lift of his fellowmen. 

Then in the name of justice, truth and liberty-in the name of 
suffering humanity- in the name of the Master Servant of the 
ages, beholding in the full this human inferno, may the college 
student do his part in blazing forth to society the intricate path

way of social progress, and in leading the people onward toward 
the golden age of humanity-the universal brotherhood of men. 
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literature. " - E- M. Chase, Rio Vista, California. 
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at least a dozen and loan them out, if he can possibly spare 

the price. • • • It is a winner. "-J. I,. Burke, Omaha, 
Nebraska. 

Price. 
Per Copy 
Per Dozen 
Per Hundred 

I 

Postage Prepaid : 

$ .15 
1.25 
7.50 

APPEAL TO REASON, 
GIRARD. KANSAS. 



:I 

let 
~or 

nd 

.at's 
HE 
can 
llist 

ling 
get 

)are 
aha, 

Freeman or Slave? 

A Book of 

Suppressed Information. 

BY FRED D. WARREN, 

Editor Appeal to Reason. 

In the Congress of 1776, John .A.dams observed: 
"'l'hat as to this matter, It was of no consequence 
by what name you called your people, whether by 
that of free men or slaves. That In some coun
tries the laboring poor men were CALLED freemen ; 
In others they were CALLED slaves; but the differ
ence was Imaginary only. What matters It whether 
a lnadlord employlug ten laborers on his farm, 
gives them annually as much n~ wlll buy the neces
saries o:t. life, or gives them those necessaries at 
short hand."-From the "Lost Principles of Sec
tional Equlllbrlum." by "Barbarossa," 1860, p. 39. 

Pope Leo XIII., on May 15, 1891, said : "But all 
agree, and there can be no question whatever that 
some remedy must be found, and quickly found, for 
the misery and wretchedness which press so heavily 
1tt this moment on the large majority of the very 
poor. . . . By degrees It has come to pass llmt 
workingmen have been given over, Isolated and de
fenseless, to the carelessaess of employers and the 
A"reed of unrestrained competition. . . . And to 
this must be added the custom of working by contract, 
:rnd the concentration of so many branches of trade 
In the hands of a f<iw lndlvldnals, so that a small 
number of very rich men have been able to lay upon 
the mass11s of the poor a yoke little better than 
1lavery It.self." 



' 

Men of America. 

(Adapted from Sh11ley.) 

BRA VE Americans, why plow 
For the lords who lay you low; 

Wherefore weave with toil and care 
The rich robes your tyrants wear? 

Wherefore feed and clothe and save, 
From the cradle to the grave, 
'l'hose ungrateful drones who would 
Drain your sweat-nay, drink your blood ? 

Wherefore, patient toiler, forge 
Many a weapon, chain and scourge, 
That these stingless drones may 'spoil 
'fhe forced product of your toil ? 

The seed ye sow another reaps; 
The wealth ye find another keeps; 
The robes ye weave another wears; 
The arms ye forge another bears. 

Sow seed-but let no tyrant reap; 
Find wealth-let no imposter heap; 
Weave robes-let not the idle wear; 
Forge arms in your defense to bear. 

Deck not the hall where others dwell 
And die, yourself in hole or cell ; 
Shake not the chains, nor feed the blade 
Your unrequited toil has made. 

With plow, and spade, and hoe, and loom, 
Carve from earth a worthy tomb ; 
But have it written on your graves 
That you were never willing slaves. 
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Freeman or Slave? 
A Book of Suppressed Information. 

In the Congress of 1776, J ohn Adams observed: 

That as to this matter, it was of no consequence by what 
name you called your people, whether by that of free men or of 
slaves. That in some countries the laboring poor men were called 
freemen; in others they were called sla.ves; but the difference 
wa11 imaginary only. What matter s it whether a landlord employ
ing ten laborers on his farm, gives them· annually as much as 'vill 
buy the necessaries of life, or gives them those necessaries n t 
short hand ?-From "The Lost Principles of Sectional Equilibrium,'' 
by "Barbarossa," 1860, p. 39. 

THE following pages are made up very largely from the 
"Eighteenth Annual Report of the C< mmissioner of 

Labor," issued by the United States Depa;ri,ment of Labor. 
This report is now "out of print"-though at the time I 
write scarcely six months have elapsed since it was issued 
from the press of the government printing office. 

Many thousands of requests have been made to the de
partment for copies. These requests have been met by the 
department officials with the statement that the "edition was 
exhausted and no more copies would be issued." 

The explanation was made by the acting labor com
missioner, C. W. Hanger, that "there were no funds avail
a.ble for its reissue." When one takes into consideration 
the millions expended by the United States government, and 
the resources at its command, such an excuse sounds child
ish. It is hardly in keeping with the boasted prosperity 

•1 am advised, as this edition goes to press, that the demand for 
this 1wrernment report bas been so Insistent that a new edition has beeB 
Issued. I suggest that you write a postal card to the "United States 
Labor Connnlsslon!>r, Washlni;ton, D. C.," and ask for a copy of the 
"Eighteenth Annual Report of the Commission of Labor.'' It ls a banlly 
document to have around.- F. D. W. 
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of the nation. But a poor subterfuge is better than none 
at all. 

The truth is that the report contains information of so 
damaging a character against the capitalist system that its 
votaries would fain keep it hidden from the eyes of the 
public-especially that portion of it known as the working 
class. . 

It shows, as does no book of modern times, the abject 
dependence of the wage worker upon the capitalist for the 
means of life-( a job )- and it shows, too, the utter ina
bility of the capitalist system to provide steady employment 
for more than one-half of the great army of workers ready 
and willing to convert their lives into wealth in exchange 
for the food and clothing necessary to maintain an animal 
existence. 

President Roosevelt, in his letter of acceptance, referred 
to an advance bulletin of this report as evidence of the 
''high standard of living" which his administration and the 
previous republican administrations had made possible for 
the working class. When the volume itself was issued it 
was so at variance with the high-sounding phrases of the 
president that word was hastily sent along the line to ''bury 
the book." 

If you will follow me through the pages of this little 
pamphlet you will understand why the supporters of the 
capitalist system did not want Carroll D. Wright's "Eigh
teenth Annual Labor Report" to gain general circulation. 
In quoting from other writers to support Mr. Wright's fig
ures, I have been careful to select only those who are recog
nized by the capitalists as authorities. I do this in order to 
disabuse the mind of the prejudiced reader, so far as possi
ble, of any partisanship on my part. 

From these sources I will produce evidence showing
Frns-r--That, as John Adams pointed out 100 years 

ago, there is no real difference between the laboring poor 
man who today works £or wages, which he must spend for 
the necessities of life, and the chattel slave who received 
those necessities from his master; 
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American workingman is ·worse than was that of the chattel 
slave in the United States before the civil war; 

THIRD-That the state o:f unemployment is the 'inevita
ble result of and necessary to the maintenance of the capi-
talist system o:f production ; ' 

FOURTH-That so long as it (the capitalist system) 
continues the condition o:f the working class will steadily 
grow worse. 

These four propositions I will prove by the words and 
evidence :furnished by the supporters of the system itself. 
I will then prove to you, my plain, practical friend, that 
only by the establishment o:f the Co-operative Commonwealth 
on the ruins of the competitive capitalist system can the 
condition of the wealth producers of the nation be improved. 
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The Unemployed. 

Our modern system of industry will not work without some 
unemployed margin, some reserve of labor.-Prof. Charles Booth. 

STATE OF EMPLOYMENT IN THE UNITED ST.A.TES. 

1890 

~ £11/>LOYED 
~PART or T!t1£ 

1900 1903 

49.'5% -SO.Z% 

Employed all the time .................. . ......... 50.19 per cent 
Employed part of the time ........ . ............. . . 49.81 per cent 

-Page 42, 18th Annual Labor Report. 

IS there an unemployed army composed of men and women 
who are willing-yea, anxious-to work who can find no 

one to employ them? 
The average man wm diilmiss the question with little 

consideration. If he happens to belong to that group of 
wage-earners, comprising· 50 per cent of the working class, 
constantly employed, be may tell you there is a job for 
eyery man willing to work. On the other hand, did h\! 
belong to that other group, comprising 50 per cent of the 
working class, employed part of the time, bis answer would 
doubtless be entirely different. 
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If you ask this question of a politician belonging to 
the dominant party, he will dismiss it with a wave of his 
hand and tell you that in this wonderful land of prosperity 
there is plenty of work, and to prove it he will quote from 
the February, 1904, issue of the National jjfagaz·ine, pub
lished at Boston, the words of the late Senator Hanna : 
"There are two jobs for every man." 

But do the facts, as disclosed by your personal expe
rience and observation, backed by the official figures of your 
government, bear out these optimistic and careless state
ments? 

The most important contribution made by Commis
sioner Wright to the economic literature of the nation is 
hi::; ~'Eighteenth Annual Labor Report." It is labeled the 
"Cost of Living and Retail Prices of Food." The investi
gation, however, covered a larger field. In it we find care
fully compiled the earnings of the American workingman, 
his wife and children. More than this, it shows the state 
of employment and of unemployment, and the causes o:f 
the latter condition. It is with the unemployed problem 
I will deal in this chapter. 

In the preface of his report, page 11, Mr. Wright, ip 
order, doubtless, to impress the reader with the thorough
ness with which the field had been covered, says : 

Inasmuch as the families canvassed were distributed over thirty
three states, and the proportion in each geographical division corre
sponds very closely to its importance in an industrial sense, and 
owing to the large number of families investigated, selected with· 
out reference to industry, it is believed that the data here given 
relative to cost of living are fairly representative of the conditions 
existing among the wage workers of the whole country. 

"There was a disposition," continues the report, "on 
the part of the families visited to give exact information," 
and "while individual statements may not be abs©lutely accu
rate, it can be safely assumed that averages based on any 
considerable number o:f statements correctly represent the 
group o:f families from which they were secured." -

Mr. Wright's conclusions, based on his investigation, in 
which he 'vas aided by the resources and prestige of the 
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United States goyemment, agree with those of other investi
gators, who followed different methods. "The figures of un
employment," says Robert Hunter, in his new book, "Pov
erty," "although imperfect, show that the evil is wide-spread, 
even in times of prosperity. . . . In every ind'ustrial corn
munity the same insecurity of livelihood, due to irregular 
employment, exists." It has been said that duri:ug the an
thracite coal strike of 1902 the entire supply of mined coal 
was exhausted, but the excess of laborers in that district ii> 
so great that within a short time after ·the strike was set
tled a report was sent out on reliable authority that "inter
mittent labor is again the lot of anthracite employes. Tho 
collieries do not average more than two-thirds time.'' 

The census of 1900 shows that 3,523,730, or 15.1 per 
cent of all the workers over ten years of age engaged in 
gainful occupations, were unemployed a part of the time 
during the year. The census of 1900 places the number 
of unemployed during some part of the year-1899-s.t 
6,468,964, or 22.3 per cent of all workers over ten y~ars 
of age. These figures include the country as a whole, and 
include agriculture.* In manufacturing alone the unem
ployn1ent rose to 27.'2 per cent of all the workers, the indus
trial states of the North and East showing the greatest per 
cent of unemployment. In the industrial towns of Haverhill, 
New Bedford and Fall River the number of unemployed 
ranged from 39 to 62 per cent.** 

These figures, if one could read behind the returns, tell 
a story of pitiful hardship and privation which the black 
slave never knew. The chattel, in whose body the master 
h:td from $500 to $1,000 invested, was at least provided 
with food, clothing and shelter. He may have felt the lash 
on bis back at times, but he never knew the haunting fear 
of hunger, which is the lot of millions of free American 
wage workera today. 

•cenaus Reports, Vol. I. Occupntlons, page ccxxvl. 
••census of Mass., 1895, [>. 105. 
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'!'he significance of these figures of unemployment is 
apparent when we compare them as follows: 
1889 (census of 1890) .... . .. . ..... .. . 15.1 per cent unemployed 
1899 (census of 1900) .. . . . ......... . . 22.3 per cent unemployed 
1903 (18th Labor Report) ....... . ... .49.81 per cent unemployed 

Study those figures calmly and dispassionately, my prac
tical friend. What sort of a stO!J' do they tell you? What 
are the ca.uses of this unemployment? Back of every effect 
is a cause-search far enough and you will find it. Com
missioner Wright enumerates the superficial causes of un
employment as follows, page 296 of his report: 

CAUSE OF IDLENESS. 

Establishment closed, unable to get work, and slack work ..... 56.96 
Sickness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... . ........... . . 23.65 
Vacation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ............. . ....... 6.45 
Bad 'vea.ther . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.25 
Strike . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.07 
Accident . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.66 
Not given . ... . . .. ................. . . ... . .. ........ . ...... 6.68 
Drunkenness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26 

Before entering into an analysis of the real causes of 
the unemployment of the wage workers, I wish to consider 
the above fable briefly, in order to puncture some of the 
glaring fallacies spread broadcast by capitalist writers and 
speakers. The real causes of unemployment, as we shall 
see presently, are not hinted at by :M:r. Wright and his co
laborers. 

We are calmly told by a group of self-satisfied reformeN 
that "drunkenness causes idleness- hence misery and degr'.:l
dation. Abolish the liquor traffic, and you end idleness." 

Mr. Wright's inv.estigation shows that one-fourth of one 
per cent of the idleness which he found existing among the 
working class was caused by drunkenness. "It may be weil 
to remark," says Mr. Wright, p.tge 46) "that it is quite 
probable that drunkenness in so;ne cases was reported as 
'sickness' by the forbearing wife when giving data for the 
&chedule." Assuming that this i3 true to a certain extent, 
t.hat the :figures given are not far :from wrong, one has but 
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to remember that Mr. Wright tells us the average working
man's family spends 25 cents per week for liquor. As one
half of the families im-estigated reported no expenditure for 
liquor it would leave an average expenqiture for each work
ingman who did spend his money in riotous living of 50 cents 
per week. Fifty cents per week wouldn't go very far towards 
habitual drunkenness. In the absence of any more definite 
:figures on this particular phase of idleness, we must accept 
the conclusions of the Labor Commissioner as approximately 
correct-in which case drunkenness among the working class 
as a cause of idleness may be dismissed as of little impor
tance. 

Driven to the wall on this proposition, the bourgeois 
economist, anxious to throw the responsibility for chronic 
idleness upon the working class, points to the long array of 
strikes-strikes, we arc told, that are in all cases and at 
all times inaugurated by the men. Assuming that this is 
true, we find charged up against them responsibility for 2.07 
per cent of the idleness we find in the colmtry. Add to 
this the .26 of one per cent charged against drunkenness, 
and we find, according to the best figures produced by the 
capita.list class, less than 3 per cent of the appalling total 
of idleness which exi&ts in the United States, at a t ime whe11 
the country is enj.oying a gratifying period of "prosperity," 
chargeable to the working clas,:;. 

"You surely will not charge our beneficent system with 
the idleness caused by sickness," protests the capitalist 
apologizer . 

I will let Mr. Robert Hunter answer this question, as 
follows: 

There is no other nation, comparable industrially t o the United 
States, which is so backward as this country in its knowledge, in 
its legislation, in its administrative machinery for dealing wiin 
the insanitary conditions in factories, mines and workshops, a.n<l 
in preventing or regulating those dangerous processes in industry 
which are responsible for a · very large number of unnecessary did
eases, accidents and deaths. . . . No other country has 50 

much as our own permitted individuals to disregard, to a criminal 
ext:nt, the health and ''"elfare of employes. I dare say no other 
nation has so mnny cases of illness wholly due to preventable 
industrial causes as the United States. The workingmen who are 
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crushed, crippled, or killed, who contract incurable diseases, who 
are poisoned, or who are incapacitated by carelessness, in.sanitary 
conditiollll, or dangerous machinery, are so numerous in this day 
that in a very few decades we shall look back upon this period 
as one of downright barbarism. . . . No one can help knowing 
that sickness is caused by vile tenements, by dangerous employ· 
ments and insanitary workshops; . . . furthermore, no one 
can fail to know that an excessive number of deaths occur among 
the work people employed in certain industries and living in cer· 
tain tenements. The cause and effect are clear. Then why does 
not the owner or employer remedy the cause of the sickness, poverty 
and death T "He probably does not know it exists" is the ordinary 
answer. But it is no answer. Attempt to remedy the evils by 
legislation, or by enforcement of the laws, and then you begin to 
realize that you are in a fight, and that, for one reason or another, 
the llmdlords and employers are against you. Every movement 
you make is watched and attacked. Every bribery will be used 
to defeat sanitary measures; that is to say, measures to save life. 
Now the conclusion one is forced to draw from an experience of 
that sort is not a pleasant one, but the logic by which one reaches 
the conclusion seems clear and certain. These men are murderers. 

This is a strong indictment, but who is willing to un
dertake to refute Mr. Hunter's statement of facts and his 
conclusion that the employing and landlord classes are re
sponsible to a very large degree for the sickness and disease 
among the working class ? 

"But these men do not have to work in these unsanitarv 
and dangerous surroundings !" again protests our capitalist 
apologist. Sidney Webb, in "Industrial Democracy," says: 

The W!tge earner sells to his employer, not merely so much 
muscular energy or mechanical ingenuity, but practically his whole 
existence during the working day. An overcrowded or badly ven· 
tilated workshop may exhaust his energies; sewer gas or poisonous 
material may undermine his health; a. baElly constructed plant or 
imperfect machinery m;i.y maim him, or even cut short his days; 
coarsening surroundings may brutalize his life and degrade his 
character; yet, when he accepts employment, he tacitly undertakes 
to mind whatever machinery, use whatever materials, breathe what· 
ever atmosphere, and endure whatever sights, sounds and smells 
he may find in the employer's workshop, however inimical they may 
be to health or safety. 

The workingman today has no choice-if he does not 
like the conditions of employment, the employer or his 
ai'mt ithru~s his shoulders and informs him there are plenty 
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of men willing to do the job. Pressing necessity and the 
cry of the littles ones at home decide the day, and for tlrn 
bread necessary to sustain life men will face risks which 
the slave master would never have permitted his slave tu 
take. 

I stood at the mouth of a coal mine in Missouri severt1l 
years ago, and I saw cageful after cageful of blackened 
corpses brought to the surface; to this day the wails of 
anguish from wife and children as the body of the loved one 
was discovered rings in my ears, a.nd I wondered why men 
would take such risks. I was youn~ then-I know better 
now. I can now understand why, the day after the wreck
age of the explosion bad been cleared away, men took their 
lives in their hands and faced the unseen dangers of black
damp, falling slate and gas. They ·had to live. .And then 
I learned that a few thousand dollars spent in measures 
of safety would have prevented this sacrifice of human life 
-that the law required this to be done. But over against 
the law, against the lives of these men, against the tears 
of the widows and the fatherless, was balanced the dividends 
of the stockholders of the mining corporation. They lived 
in New York and London, and could not be expected to 
know the local situation-they demanded profits and divi
dends of their superintendents. The superintendent knew 
he had to produce dividends or hand in his resignation, and 
to have done that meant that he, too, must face death in 
the darkness of the mine. .And so the law was violated and 
the safety appliances were not installed. Mr. Hunter is 
right-these capitalists are murderers-but there is yet no 
law to punish them. 

We now come to that other phase of idleness-the "closed 
shop." Not the "closed shop" which Mr. Parry and his 
f~·iends talk about-but the shop that is closed because the 
capitalist can find a market for no more of his goods. Mr. 
Wright enumerates under the headings, "Establishmenta 
Closed,'' "Unable to Get Work" and "Slack Work,'' respon
sibility for 56.96 per cent of the idleness which he found 
existed among the workers. There is no other explanation; 
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simply the sllop was closed, or work was slaek and the appli
cant was unable to secure employment. 

Now, in considering the real causes which lead up fo 
this condition of unemployment we are going to get very 
close to the trouble which afflicts the organism wa call 
society. 

Since the beginning of the wage system it has been 
the dream of reformers and philanthropists that there would 
come a time when all men would be employed. Wise solons 
in the past and law makers of the present have sought to 
solve the riddle, but it has baffled their very best e;fforts. 
The capitalist, the employer of men, knew the effort was 
futile. He readily grasped the fact that should all men be 
employed the employer would become the slave of an aris
tocracy of labor. 

He understood, dimly it is true, that his modern system 
of industry would not work without a great reserve army 
of labor. He wanted this reserve for two reasons: In times 
of prosperity he needed it to bring him extra profits, but, 
in addition to this, he wanted this reserve army of labor 
to keep in subjection his employes. There is no known 
method of keeping n workingman to his task so effectual 
as the fact that just outside the factory door stands a 
man willing to take his job should he be dissatisfied with 
the conditions made by the employer. 

The cry of "work wanted" was never heard until the 
wages system became firmly established as the prevailing mode 
of production. The slave never lack~d for a task, nor did the 
serf have any idle time. In these former periods there was 
a constant effort on the part of the workers to jump their 
jobs-today men fight for the chance to work. 

A few months ago a new packing house in Kansas City 
advertised for 300 men. Six thousand applied for the jobs 
-and they fought for the chance to work. I talked with one 
of them a few days after the riot-that's what the news
papers called it-a "riot for work." He was a big, open
faced Swede-with arms muscled like an ox. He told me 
they tore down the railing surrounding the stairway as the 
maddened crowd surged forward trying to get to the pack-
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ing house agent. The agent selected the most likely and 
the others turned away. 

"Mode:rn life," Mr. John Hobson has said, "has no 
more tragic figure than the gaunt, hungry laborer wander
ing about the crowded centers of industry and wealth, beg
ging in vain for permission to share in that industry, and 
to contribute to that wealth; asking in return, not the com- · 
forts and luxuries of civilized life, but the rough food and 
shelter for himself and family which would be practically 
secured to him in the rudest form of savage society." 

I think it is clear to the reader that there exists in the 
United States a great army of unemployed-you have the 
evidence of capita.list statisticians and capitalist writers
and above all you have the evidence of your own experience. 
But why? 

There are, you will at once recognize, a number of causes, 
but we may, for the purpose of this discussion, sum them 
all up in the one word-MACHINERY! 

So evident is this that. even the unimaginative compiler~ 
of the United States Census Reports, p. cxxiii, volume VII., 
say: "A factor that has had a real tendency to lower the 
actual average earnings of the wage earner in many indus
tries is the displacement of the skilled operative by ma
chinery, which permits the substitution of a compa.ratively 
unskilled machine hand. The tendency is noticeable in many 
lines of industry. Its effects are twofold: To reduce thr. 
number of employes producing the same or an increased 
quantity of product, and, hence, to lower the total wages of 
;he group; and to reduce the averag0 rate of wages becauRe 
of the lower degree of skill required." 

The census reports are rich in illustrations of this two
Jold tendency, but we will consider but the one showing to 
what extent modern methods reduce the number of men re
quired to produce a giv :n amount of wealth, thus increas
ing w number of men unemployed. 

"In the tanning of leather," says the census report, 
"by reason of improved machinery, there . has been a con
stantly decreasing demand for skilled workmen. Women 
and girls are now performing work formerly done by men. In 
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1890 a ''shaver,' who had to serve an apprenticeship of sev
eral years before he became a skilled workman, received ae 
high as $6 per day at hand work. In 1900 he had been 
quite generally supplanted by the 'handy man,' who did the 
same work by machinery, accomplishing four times as much, 
and, perhaps, received a third of the pay. . _ . . These 
statistics indicate that the increase in production has been 
accomplished very largely through the utilization of new and 
improved machinery without a corresponding increase in 
the number of wage-earners and wages paid." 

-Census, 1900, V:ol. VII., page cxxiv. 
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Tetiure of Homes. 

Rented, 
1903 per cent. 

Free, Mortgaged, 
per cent. per cent. 

ll'or the United States (U. S. Labor Re-
port, 18th Vol., pp. 54-55,) working 
class families . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81. 1 10.6 8.3 

1900 
For the United States (Census Report, 

Vol. II., p. cxcli), all families . . . . .. 53.5 31.8 14.7 
1890 

For the United States (Census Report, 
Vol. II., p. cxclil, all families. . . . . . 52. 2 34.4 13.4 

AMERICA is very rapidly becoming a nation of tenants. 
A glance at the above summary discloses this fact-a 

fact which our friends of the capitalist parties would hide 
from their constituency. Mr. Roosevelt of late has had much 
to say about "race suicide"-but I have seen nothing from 
his pen which would indicate that he was aware of the start
ling tendency toward "home suicide." 

Did you ever read o:f a ''homeless chattel slave"? Did 
you ever read of a chattel slave who lived in a rented or a 
mortgaged house-in constant fear that he would be kicked 
out by the landlord for non-payment of rent or failure to 
meet the interest installment? No ! Rented and mortgaged 
''homes" -excuse the satire-among the working class came 
on with the establishment of the wage system of production 
by "free" labor, which concentrates the workers into large 
cities and industrial centers. 

"When this revolution,'' says Hunter, ''brought into the 
world "large cities and a new industrial life, it, at the same 
time, destroyed what has been described as the Home. In 
our largest cities this home no longer exists. The economic 

·development of the last hundred years has destroyed it and 
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left in its stead a mere shadow of what once was the source 
of all things essential to the world. The home is now a few 
rooms in a crowded tenement or apartment house." 

But homelessness, however, is not confined to the large 
cities, as one would infer from Mr. Hunter's remarks, but 
extends to the remotest districts in the agricultural states. 
The table printed on page 21 is taken from the Census 
Reports. It will be noticed that the per cent of rented and 
mortgaged homes is greater in the North Atlantic states
the most advanced industrial section of the country-where 
we find the greatest per capita wealth and the greatest per 
capita of production-the more recently settled sections show
ing a greater per cent of free homes. 

Take New York City, for instance. New York, i.t 
might be mentioned in passing, is the wealthiest city in 
the Union. Its banks stand on a par with the financial 
houses of Europe, and it is whispered that the seat of finan
cial power is soon to be, if not already, located on Man-
hattan Island. · 

In the value of its manufactures it stands at the head 
of the list. 

Its per capita wealth production is exceeded by but three 
other American cities. 

It leads in the number of millionaires within its bor
ders-in point of fact, New York City typifies American 
financial and industrial progress, and yet what do the censuo 
reports show? 

Read in the history of New York City the history of 
every other city-and know to a certainty that the home
less condition of its inhabitants is the condition in which 
the people of every other city will find themselves at no 
distant day. 

In New York City there are, reported by the census, a 
few over 400,000 "homes." Of this number less than 9,000 
are owned free and unincumbered; less than 14,000 families 
have even a mortgaged title to shelter over their heads;-

And 384,349 are rented! 
Ponder over the spectacle. Of the two millions of peo-
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ple in New York City, surrounded on every hand by wealth 
outrivaling as does the sun the stars the dazzling splendo1· 
of Rome in her palmiest days of robbery and rapine-a 
few over two per cent can say th&1J have a home exempt 
from the toll of the landlord and the money shark! 

New York City is but a type, a little more intensified, 
of other American cities. 

The census statistician has painstakingly gathered his 
information, and it should damn any polit ician who claims 
responsibility for the prosperous times of the past twenty
five years. 

Bad as this showing is, it does not convey to the minJ 
a picture of the true condition of the working class-the 
great army of wealth producers. 

Turning to page clxiii, Vol. II., Census Reports .. we find 
that Manhattan's 2,000,000 people, embracing 433,000 fami
lies, liv~ in 100,000 dwellings. Take from this one-half of 
the houses ·owned free and mortgaged, and, assuming that 
but one family lives in each, it leaves 90,000 dwellings to 
400,000 families. 

Startling as this condition is, the situation is steadil.Y 
growing worse. Says the United States Census Report, page 
cxciii, Vol. II. : "These percentages, as compared with simi
lar percentages for 1890, show a slightly increased propor
tion of both hired and encumbered homes, and a correspond
ing decreased proportion of homes owned free. N.or is this 
homeless condition confined to the city proletariat." Says 
the Census Report, page and volume last quoted: "A com
parison of the percentages for farm homes shows conditions 
similar to those already stated for all homes." 

The table on page 21 is a reproduction of plate No . 19, 
Volume II., United States Census Report. It shows the pro
portion of homes owned-free and mortgaged-and renten. 
This report was made at a very favorable time. On page 
59 (lix), Volume VII., the report says: 

The census of 1900 was taken at a time of special activity and 
productivity in manufactures, and thus its record is of a volume of 
industry at almost high-water mark. The same general conditions 
existed during the census of 1890, in a degree less marked, perhaps, 
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but so nearly identical that comparison between the statistics of the 
two censuses can safely and satisfactorily be made. There is, per
haps, no decade covered by previous censuses in which the con
ditions were so nearly alike at the beginning and at the end of 
the decade. This may be shown by brief reference to the busines;; 
situation at the time of each census. The year 1889 was highly . 
prosperous, passing all previous years in the volume of business 
done. . . The argricultural crops were the largest in the ' 
history of the country. These large crops stimulated business in 
nil directions. . . . The development of manufacturing in the 
decade that followed was retarded by a period of pronounced busi
ness depression, first manifested in the second quarter of 1893, 
and extending into 1896. . . . The gradual restoration of busi
ness confidence began in 1896, and 1897 was a year of recovery. 
Large and remunerative crops from 1896 to 1899 accelerated this 
recovery, and an increased demand for all varieties of product 
infused unusual activity into manufacturing enterprises. The ap
proach of the census year (1900) found the capacity of every line 
of manufacture tested to the utmost. 

I have quoted thus at length from the report in order 
to get the thought firmly fixed in the mind of the reader 
that we are discussing figures indicating the high-water mark 
of capitalistic prosperity. Naturally, during prosperous times· 
men buy homes, and it is not assuming too much to say 
that every family who possibly could availed themselves of th..=! 
extraordinary opportunity to secure this very desirable pos
session. But what do the figures tell us? Says the govern
ment statistician, page 193 ( cxciii), Vol. II. : 

From this summary it appears that of the 16,187,715 homes 
on the mainland of the United States in 1900, 7,259,362 are re
turned ns owned by the families living in them, 8,365,739 as hired. 
leaving 562,614 for which the facts of proprietorship were not 
stated. Disregarding the unknown element and considering the 
percentages based upon known proprietorship, it appears that 46.fi 
per cent of all the homes in 1900 are owned and 53.5 per cent 
are hired. The owned free constitute 31.8 per cent. . . . These 
percentages, as compared with similar percentages for 1890, show. 
a slightly increased proportion of both hired and encumbered homes 
and a corresponding decreased proportion of homes owned free. 

. A comparison of the percentages for farm homes shows 
conditions similar to those already stated for all homes. 

A careful study of the dia{;ram on page 21 will show 
that the older, richer and more advanced the community, the 
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larger is the p&r cent of hired or rented and encumbered 
homes. 

In Alaska, where man is just emerging from "primi
tive savagery," and where the beneficent reign of the higher 
civilization has not yet been introduced, less than twenty 
per cent of the people live in hired homes. And, strange, 
the census does not report a single mortgaged home ! Be
nighted Alaska-may she be redeemed from her ignorance 
and stupidity. 

Next come New Mexico, Oklahoma, Idaho, Nevada and 
Utah. Here the blessed mortgage-that badge of prosperity 
-makes it.a debut and spreads it.a slimy coils around the 
:firesides of the free American people. 

GTadually the tenant and the mortgagor make their way 
down through the line of states. The free homes disappear 
under the banner of the auctioneer's red flag and the ten
ant takes his place in the procession. Wisconsin, Vermont 
and North Dakota are neck and neck for first place in the 
greatest number of mortgaged homes. 

New Jersey leads the procession with the smallest per 
cent of homes owned free and the greatest number of rented 
houses, with the exception of the trust-ridden island. of 
Hawaii. Rhode Island, a state that produces more wealth 
per capita than any state in the Union, follows next, with 
New York, the great Empire State, following a close third. 
Massachusetts shows less than one-fourth of her families liv
ing in homes free from encumbrance. 

And what effect has this industrial revolut ion, which 
has made homeless the wage-worker, had upon the individ
ual? Here again we may quote from Mr. Hunter's book, 
"Poverty," with the assurance that he has not overdrawn the 
picture. It exists as he describes it, as you may see for 
yourself- if you are so fortunate as not to be a part of it: 

Without the security which comes only with the ownership 
of property, without a. home from which t hey may not be evicted, 
without any assurance of regular employment, without t ools with 
which they may employ themselves, they a.re pathetically dependent 
upon their physical efficiency- their health and strength, and upon 
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the activity of machinery, owned by others, and worked or left idle, 
as the owners consider it wise or profitable. 

In this community of workers several thousand human beings 
were struggling fiercely against want. Day after day, year after 
year, they toiled with marvelous persistency and perseverance. 
Obnoxious as the simile is, they worked from dawn until night
fall, or from sunset until dawn, like galley slaves, under the sting 
of want and under the whip of hunger. On cold, rainy mornings, 
at the dusk of dawn, I have been awakened two hours before my 
rising time by the monotonous clatter of hobnailed boots on the 
plank sidewalks, as the procession to the factory passed under 
my window. Heavy, brooding men, tired, anxious women, thinly 
dressed, unkempt little girls, and frail, joyless little lads, passed 
along half awake, not one uttering a word as they hurried to the 
great factory. From all directions thousands were entering the 
various gates-children of every nation of Europe. Hundreds of 
others-obviously a hungrier, poorer lot than those entering the 
gates; some were most ragged and almost shoeless, but all with 
eager faces-waited in front of a closed gate, until finally a. great 
red·bearded man came out a.nd selected twenty-three of the strong
est, best looking of the men. For these the gates were opened, and 
the others, with downcast eyes, marched off to seek employment 
elsewhere, or to sit at home, or in a. saloon, or in a lodging house, 
until the following morning, when they came wistfully again to 
some factory gate. In this community, the saddest in which I 
have ever lived, fully fifty thousand men, women a.nd children 
were all the time either in poverty or on the verge of poverty. 
It would not be possible to describe how they worked and starved 
and ached to rise out of it. They broke their health down; the 
men acquired in this particular trade a. painful and disabling 
rheumatism, and consumption was very common. The girls and 
boys followed in the paths of their parents. The wages were so 
low that the men alone often could not support their families, and 
mothers with babies toiled in order to add to the income. They 
gave up all thought of joyful living, probably in the hope that 
by tremendous exertion they could overcome their poverty; but 
they gained while at work only enough to keep their bodies a.live. 
Theirs was a sort of treadmill existence, with no prospect of any
thing else in life but more treadmill. When they were not given 
work in the mill they starved; and when they grew desperate they 
came to my office and asked for charity. 

.And yet, whatever the ills of mankind, they seem to weigh 
heaviest upon the children. The enormous number of deaths in 
certain parts of our largest cities has been referred to as the 
"Massacre of the Innocents." In certain rear tenements, in dark 
rooms and in the most unsanitary portions of the "double decker" 
tenements, and especially in certain unsanitary and pestilential 
blocks, the death rate of children under five years of age is a. 
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matter of public disgrace. The death rate of children under five 
years in those places where there were both front and rear t ene
ments ran up as high as 204 per thousand. In other words, four 
or five times as many babies die in these houses as in the houses 
of the well-to-do districts. If this same rate were maintained 
among all the poor (which is not probable), of 1,000,000 babies 
under five years, 200,000 would die annually; while of 1,000,000 
babies in well-to-do districts only 50,000 would die. The Tene
ment House committee of 1894 called these rear tenements "verit
able slaughter-houses." . . . 

These present-day problems of the child-the cities, the com
ing of immigrants, t he collapse of home life, t he yardless tene
ment--are all due to one underlying cause. There has been an 
entire revolution of industry during the last century, and nearly 
all the social problems of child life have grown up as a result 
of this revolution. The best thought of this entire period has 
been given to industrial development--to economy, wealth, profits 
and wages. That the needs of the child have been overlooked, if 
not entirely forgotten, in the readjustment of society to the new 
conditions, cannot be questioned. 

When children are robbed of play time they too often reassert 
their right to it in manhood, as vagabonds, criminals and prostitutes. 
There is a time for work and there is a time for play. A well 
known educator has said: "Play is the first and only occupation of 
our childhood, and remains the pleasantest our whole life long. To 
toil like a beast of burden is the sad lot of the lowest, the most un
fortunate, and the most numerous class of mortals, but this is con
trary to the intent and wish of nature." Whether or not it is con
trary to the intent of nature, at this moment, after one hundred 
years of 'far has been waged for the abolition of child-salvery, over 
1,700,000 children under fifteen years of age are toiling in fields, fac
tories, mines and workshops. "You cannot put tired eyes, pallid 
'cheeks and languid little limbs into statistics." 

This evil of child labor is a. new evil. It was. brought into 
existence by the factory system, as the street child was brought 
into existence by the tenement. And now, in this day of steam 
and electrical power, when the mere force of one's hands is t he 
most insignificant part of production, and when numberless ma
chines are able to turn out a hundred and a thousandfold more 
than it was possible for men to do when aided only by simple 
hand-tools, child la.bor has become an evil-superfluous and wicked 
-a shame to our civilization and an inexpiable crime against hu
manity. 

Child labor has been synonymous with "child-slavery" during 
the· entire last century. Any one reading the. literature of t he 
previous centuries will see that child labor was never so thought of 
before. In the days of home industry it was a most natural and 
proper thing that the child should be a "little helper" to father and 
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mother; " little brother" once meant that, I believe. In the home 
fields the child was learning to do the work of the world, and 
there was both wisdom and kindness in teaching his little hands to 
master the simple industrial processes. The work was neither 
dangerous nor confining, neither a monotonous, uneducative routine, 
specialized as it is now, to a ·hundredth part of a man, nor was it 
injurious to those of tender years and tender bodies. It was the 
source of the child's real and vital education, and, as a little helper 
or apprentice, the child was given attention, direction, taught the 
use and value of materials and skill of hands, so that, in .a few 
years, he was graduated a craftsman with a joy-giving and dignified 
calling. The workshop was his school, and it was a good school, 
with able and competent teachers. But what was a blessing in this 
age became a curse in the next. 

A vagrant whom I once knew had for five years-from the day 
he was eleven until the day he was sixteen-made two movements 
of his hands each second, or 23,760,000 mechanical movements each 
year, and was, at the time I knew him, at the age of t hirty-fiye, 
broken down, drunken and diseased; but he still remembered t his 
period of slavery sufficiently well to tell me that he had "paid up" 
for all the sins he bad ever committed "by those five year s of hell." 
But there is yet one thing that must be added to the picture. Give 
the child a tenement for a home in the filthy and muddy streets of 
a.n ordinary factory town, with open spaces covered with tin cans, 
bottles, old shoes, garbage and other waste, the gutters running 
sewers, and the a ir foul with odors and black with factory smoke, 
and the picture is fairly complete. It is a dark picture, but hardly 
so dark as the r eality, and if one were to describe " back of the 
yards" in Chicago, or certain mill towns or mining districts, the 
picture would be even darker than the one given. 

It is a dismal picture, is it not? You have been boast
ing of the splendid condition of the "American working 
class." And you have been unconsciously aiding in its per
petuation by your vote and your influence. Contrast, if you 
will, the condition of the black slave before the war with 
that of the free wage-worker today. The following extract 
is taken from an article printed in a recent issue of the 
Atlanta, Ga., Constitution : 

The negro in slavery had no thought for the morrow, but he 
spent his quiet, humble life in his little cabin, with his master to 
care for every want of self and family. He lived under the best 
hygienic r estraint. His habits of life were regular, food and cloth
ing substantial and sufficient, and the edict of his master kept him 
indoors at night and restrained him from promiscuous indulgence and 
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the baneful influence of the liquor saloon. In sickness he was 
promptly and properly cared for by physician and nurse. 

I do not know what may be the object of southern 
journals in raking up this kind of stuff, unless it is to taunt 
the black man with what he has lost. Surely no master 
would advocate a return to chattel slavery after a half-cen
tury of prosperity under the wages system. 'rhe slave might 
desire a change to the good old days before the war, but 
the master-never. 

As advantageous as may have been the system of chattel 
slavery in America to the slave, as compared with t};le pres
ent system, there is no hope for either the black or white 
wage-worker in looking to the past. It is the future that 
holds the key to the situation. That under the prevailing 
condition advantages have come to the working class there 
is no question-but that these advantages hallJe kept pace 
with the power and p1·ivileges of the capitalist clas,s I deny 
most emphatically. By comparison there is a wider gulf, 
measured by dollars and cents and economic advantages, 
between the wage-worker and his employer today than ex
isted between the slave and his master or the serf and his 
lord. In support of this statement, I refer you to the in
formation collected by Mr. Wright, the labor commissioner 
for the United States, tlrn Census Reports, Mr. Hunter's 
book and the evidence which you see on every hand. 

Look at the problem from whatever point of view, we 
are forced to accept the rather remarkable declaration of 
John Adams quoted in a previous chapter. 

Then why all this struggle? Is it hopeless? By no 
means, my dear reader, as I hope to show you presently. 
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How the Workman Lives. 

MR. WRIGHT, after his exhaustive inquiry, finds that 
the income of the average American family, including 

husband, wife and children, is $827.19. 
How is it spent? 
Here again we are enlightened by the United States 

Labor Commissioner. He has gone into the homes of the 
American workingmen and inquired minutely into what it 
costs to maintain the worker and his family, much as a 
dealer in fine stock would investigate the cost of keeping 
and reproducing Shorthorn cattle or Berkshire hogs. 

We are told that the expenses necessary to keep the 
household in fair working order are, on an average, $768.54 . 
This goes for the necessities of life. 

Theoretically the workingman in America is supposed 
to live in a mansion and own a piano and an automobile, 
but in reality he does not. It is true he makes the piano 
and the automobile and he builds the mansion-but he does 
not own them nor does he use them. 

He does not spend his money in this frivolous man
ner-though the Rev. W. B. Leach, of Chicago, tells a sur
prised world that the American people spend $700,000,-
000 on jewelry, $178,000,000 for candy, $80,000,000 for mil
linery and several hundreds of other millions for various 
luxurious items, but only a very small portion of these luxu
ries goes into the homes of the working class. The worker 
needs muscle. His "necessities are necessities," observes 
Hunter. "Necessity's sharp pinch is like a steel vise. There 
is no give to it. Necessity is like flint or granite. It is 
irresistible. It cannot be shuffled or altered." 

So the workingman goes into the market and he buys 
muscle-producing food. Commissioner Wright has also item-
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ized the expenditures of this Sovereign Workingman of Amer
ica. Here is the list : 

Fresh beef .......... ... . $ 50.05 Vinegar and pickles . . ... .. $ 4.12 
Salt beef . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.26 Other food . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.40 
Fresh hog products...... 14.02 Rent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99.53 
Salt hog products........ 13.89 Principal and interest on 
Other meat . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.78 mortgage . . ........... . 
Poultry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.49 Fuel ..... ... ........... . 
Fish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.01 Lighting ............... . 
Eggs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.79 Clothing ... .. . . . ..... .. . 
Milk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.32 Taxes ... .... . .. ..... ... . 
Butter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.76 Insurance . .. . ......... . . 
Cheese . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.62 Organization fees ....... . 
Lard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.35 Religious purposes ...... . 
Tea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.30 Charity ......... ....... . 
Coffee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.74 Furniture and utensils .. . 
Sugar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.76 Amusements and vacations. 
Mola$ses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.69 Books and newspaper~ ... . 
Flour and meal . . . . . . . . . 16.76 Intoxicating liquors ..... . 
Bread . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.44 Tobacco ...... . ......... . 
Rice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.05 Sickness and death ... . . . 
Potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.93 Other purposes ......... . 
Other vegetables . . . . . . . . 18.85 

12.15 
32.21 

8.15 
107.90 

5.76 
20.98 

8.99 
7.60 
2.39 

26.28 
12.30 
8.38 

12.45 
10.91 
20.52 
45.14 

Fruit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.52 Total for all purposes .. $768.54 

Look it over carefully and sec if you discover any ex
penditures for jewelry, and such. I don't. This is the 
standard of living which the president of the United States 
declared emphatically must be maintained. In his letter of 
acceptance he told prospective voters, most of them mem
bers of the working class, that his party would continue to 
be good to them. 

And yet, is it not a fact that the slave masters of ante
bellum times were as good to their slaves? Did they not 
provide them with food and clothing and raiment, and a 
place to sleep? How much better off is the American white 
slave of today? 

You say he has freedom? Yes, he is free to quit his 
job and ask for another. He may even become an employer, 
and, 1ater on, a capitalist-but tJµs does not change the re
lationship of the two great classes in America. For every 
workingman who becomes a capitalist, two capitalists are 
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shoved down into the ranks of the proletariat to become 
competitors in the already overcrowded labor market. 

As Mr. Roosevelt has pointed with pride to the show
ing exhibited by bis labor commissioner's report, we must 
assume that this is the best which the capitalist system has 
to offer for the American workingman. 

He is to have the munificent sum of $12.29 for vaca
tions and amusements. "Recreation and recuperation,'' ob
serves one writer, "are vital necessities to the man whose 
work is hard, intense and spurred on by the feverish com
petitive spirit of American life." No one will deny this, 
yet who will contend that the American working class en
joys that recreation necessary to maintain a healthy phy
sique? Mr. Wright finds that less than three per cent of 
all the workers in the United States are so situated that 
they can take a much-needed vacation. 

Unable to do this, the worker wears away his life until 
at last he can stand the strain no longer and he becomes a 
ward upon the charitably inclined. 

Professor Edward D. Jones, a. capita.list economist, says the 
necessity for higher wages than the worker now receives "is based 
upon the observation that, in the purchase and sale of labor on 
the market, all the necessary and legitimate costs of producing 
labor and not provided for in the wages received. Such transac
tions are not completely economical, and do not meet the claims 
of social justice. Fair wages must include more than enough to 
support the laborer while working, and must cover compensation 
for seasons of idleness due to sickness, old age, youth, lack of 
work, or other causes beyond the control of the laborer. Skill 
must be so P,aid for as to cover the expenses of education and 
the risk of failure. The wages of those who work should include 
enough to support that proportion of every normal society of 
human beings which cannot or ought not to be earning wages. 
When one pays for a vase he pays not merely for the one given 
him, but for a part of those which have been ruined in the mak
ing or broken in handling, so the cost of labor should include the 
expenses of those who die in youth or who, in age, live to be a 
charge upon others. As the vase in fashion must pay for a part 
of a superseded stock, so wages must take account of superseded 
skill. If these elements in the social cost of labor are not. pro
vided for directly by wage payments, they must be surreptitiously 
added as public or private charity. If withheld entirely, the deteri
oration of the society concerned is certain. 

' 
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How cramped and pitiiul is the life of the man who 
does the work in the United States one can understand by 
glancing at the itemized list of his expenditures, which is 
reproduced on page 30. -

Twenty dollars is spent per year in cases of sickness 
and death. Reduced to the five member:> of the family, it 
means about $4 per year for each. It probably cost th~ 
slave master less to care for his slaves, but the slave was not 
under the severe mental strain that is the lot of the free 
worker. Medical science attributes to menta.l exhau:>tion 
many of the diseases which today afflict the working class. 
Not the mental exhaustion which comes from productive 
labor-but the effort to keep the wolf from the door and 
the endeavor to keep one's footing in the fierce struggle for 
existence. 

Imagine taking one's wife and children to the seaside 
on $20 per year I 

Imagine one taking his family to a mountain rei>ort 
and permitting the nature-starved babe to breathe the germ
less air on that sum ! 

Again we find the workingman and his family yearly 
spend $26 for furniture. How many pianos would that 
provide? This sum wouldn't furnish a dog house for a sec
ond-rate captain of industry-yet it is expected to ·furniture 
a workingman's home. 

Of books and papers he has a supply-such as it is. 
Eight dollars and thirty-seven cents will not go far towards 
educating a family of growing children and at the same 
time supply the father with his daily newspaper and hi:> 
weekly and monthly magazines and the mother with an occa
sional book and a household journal or two. This trifle 
would not buy Harry Lehr's cigars for a day-yet it is ex
pected to furnish the means for educating a workingman's 
family for twelve months. 

YoUl' moralists will point to the fact that the workini;
man spends $23.16 for liquors and tobacco, and they will 
tear their hair while pointing to the evils which follow this 
accursed traffic-forgetting that it is the profits from the 
liquor and tobacco taxes which enable the government to 
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carry on its foreign policy and send ships and munitiom 
of war to the Orient. They overlook the fact that they 
are partners with the saloon-keeper, the distiller and the . 
brewer in debauching mankind for a few miserable dollats 
of profit. They overlook the fact that in the White House 
of the United States more is spent in a day for winef) and 
tobacco than the workingman's family spends in a year. 
They overlook the fact that the men and women who sup
port the pulpits, from which are hurled these diatribes at 
the extravagance of the poor, consume many millions of 
dollars per year in champagne, and that a Morgan will in 
one day spend more for wines than the workingman does in 
five years. 

One hundred and seven dollars is expected to clothe 
a family of five winter and summer-while one society 
woman in New York boasts of spending $30,000 on her 
wardrobe ! An Easter bonnet of a dame of fashion would 
wipe out the whole sum. And you wonder that the poor 
sometimes murmµr? 

You point to the sum expended for "other purposes." 
You tell me that it is here that the working class gets the 
things which are necessary for their welfare and happiness. 
Search the list carefully and you will find no item covering 
the sums expended for railroad fare, street car fare, and 
the innumerable little incidentals which capitalism has placed 
so cleverly in the way of the simple-min.ded workingman 
and his family. The sum expended for incidentals, which 
you point to as covering all those things which go to make 
life pleasurable, are wiped out by the daily street car fare 
extracted from the workingman in the city, and by the horse 
and cart used by the miners and other workmen in going 
to and from their places of la))or. The worker has to follow 
the job-and he pays his own expenses. 

But, again, you point to the fact that the income oi 
the average American family of five, consisting of husband, 
mother and three children, is $827.19, while the expenses 
during the same period are but $768.54-leaving a net gain 
to the workingman and his family of $58.65. This repre
sents the savings for fifty-two weeks. It shows a surplus 

I 

i 
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of-think .of it-a little over $1 per week. Is this not a 
munificent sum? Here is a family of fiv~onsisting of 
at least two wage earner&--by dint of economy and deny
ing themselves many of the things which you consider actual 
necessities of life-laying by for future emergencies one dol
lar per week! Gracious, generous capitalism! He surely 
must be an ungrateful man who would ask for more ! 

But here, again, we see the clammy hand of commer
cialism. Is the workingman and his family permitted to keep 
this little horde, laid by with such painstaking care and 
denial? What do you gather from the long list of defaulted 
savings banks, insurance companies, building and loan asso
ciations, and the countless other "safe" institutions where 
the workingman is invited to place his money in trust? But 
the danger does not stop here. Grant that the bank or 
other safe deposit institution remains intact. The working
man is growing old; for twenty years he has saved and the 
little home is nearly paid for. Another year and the place 
will be out of debt. 

The shop closes down! 
Out of work! 
The days pass, lengthening into weeks and months. 

The interest comes due on the mortgage-then the prin
cipal. Finally the sheriff knocks on the door, and the gray
haired old man and old woman are invited to step down and 
out. And, mayhap, if they do not move fast enough to 
suit the minion of the law, the old people are forcibly told 
to move on. The capitalist class do not consider these mat
ters-they are but trifles to them, surrounded as they arc 
by the wealth from the toil of these people. You consider 
these things the workings of a divine providence, with which 
politics and politicians have nothing to do. And yet when 
you go to Argentine, Kan., the people will tell you that 
it was the smelter trust that a few years ago closed the 
big smelters and caused wide-spread disaster to the toilers. 
It was Robert T. Lincoln who closed the doors of Pullman
town last year and set 7,000 men and their families adrift. 
It was the Pennsylvania railroad and other great eastern 
corporations that during 1904 discharged more than 75,000 
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men, making homeless that many families~wiping out in 
a few short months the savings of years. 

No slave master ever evicted the aged slave-nor did 
he fail to provide him with a job . 

* * * * * * * * 
The statistics of Mr. Wright furnish us ample proof 

of the correctness of the observations made by writers who 
have personally investigated the home life of the working 
class. Says Robert Hunter : 

In the same cities, and, indeed, everywhere, there are great 
districts of people who are up before dawn, who wash, dress and 
eat breakfast, kiss wives and children, and hurry away to work 
or to seek for work. The world rests upon their shoulders; it moves 
by their muscles; everything would stop if, for any reason, t hey 
should decide not to go into the fields and factories and mines. 
But the world is so organized that they gain enough to live upon 
only when they work; should they cease, they are in destitution 
and hunger. The more fortunate of the laborers are but a few 
weeks from actual distress when the machines are stopped. Upon 
the unskilled masses want is constantly pressing. As soon as em
ployment ceases suffering stares them in the face. They are the 
actual producers of wealth, who have no home nor any bit of soil 
which they can call their own. They are the millions who possess 
no tools and can work only by permission of another. In the main 
they live miserably, they know not why. They work sore, yet ga.in
ing nothing. They know the meaning of hunger and the dread of 
wrtnt. They love their wives and children. They try to retain their 
self-respect. They have some ambition. They give to neighbors in 
need, yet they are themselves the actual children of poverty. 
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The Worker's Family Life. 

FEW persons in the United States have not read of the 
tenement districts in New York and Chicago. ·Jacob 

Riis, friend and co-laborer of President Roosevelt, has done 
much to familiarize the public with the manner in which 
millions of the lowest-paid toilers live, rear their young, 
ancl die in the fetid and disease-infected slum districts. Riis 
has been making a gallant, though ineffective, :fight against 
the slum. In an address which he delivered recently, I heard 
him make this remark: "Thirty years ago, when I com
menced this fight, there were 40,000 windowless rooms in 
New York. Today there are 360,000- and they exist in 
defiance of the law." 

Like a chronic ulcer, society has grown used to the 
New York and Chicago sore spots. We flatter ourselves that 
it is confined to these cities. But it isn't, and as indus
trialism grows the hard conditions of the working class be
come more unbearable. 

Cleveland, Ohio, aspires to be the "City Beautiful." It 
was the home of Senator Hanna and John D. Rockefeller. 
Within its limits millions of dollars have been absorbed by 
the captains of industry-it is a typical industrial commu
nity of the more decent sort. Its chamber of commerce 
recently appointed a committee to investigate the conditions 
of the working class in Cleveland. It is needless to say that 
the republicans will not use the result as a campaign docu
ment. From the report the following extracts are made: 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF INDUSTRY. 

A few generations ago a man depended largely upon the work 
of his own hands for supplying his wants. He was largely inde
pendent of the labor of others, and there was, likewise, small de-
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mand for his services. As a result, it was not necessary that he 
live near the base of supplies, and in direct touch with thousands 
of other men. There was practically no "labor market." With 
the introduction of machinery came an industrial revolution. Me
chanical was largely substituted for muscular power, and the fac· 
tory, with its division of labor, was introduced. Now men, instead 
of being independent in their means of livelihood, are largely inter
dependent. The head of the family must be near a common ex
change, where his services will find a market value. The clothing 
which he wears, and the food which he eats, instead of being pro
vided by himself and a. few of his neighbors, are furnished by the 
combined labor of thousands all over the world. In exchange, his ~ 

labor must be available equally to these thousands, through the 
medium of the factory, the mill or the shipping house. The fac
tory operative, the shop girl, the street vender, the boot-black, a ll 
must be near the scene of the day's work; the day laborer must 
live near the center of his field of action, for in all these cases 
the time and money which might be spent in transportation a re 
important factors. As has been shown, in the earlier stages of the 
present industrial system this resulted in the workingman's small 
cottage near the center of industrial activity. But as demand for 
labor grew greater the only way in which increased rent charges 
could be met was by filling up houses, moving into smaller apaxt
ments and taking lodgers-the final result being the crowding of 
every available corner in the double-decker. 

THE BROOD OF :MISERY. 

It was gathered that immorality, perverted sexuality, drunk
enness, pauperism, and many forms of debauchery, were caused 
in some instances, in others abetted, by the indecent overcrowd
ing which existed; high death rates; a pitiful increase in infant 
mortality; terrible suffering among little children; scrofula and 
congenital diseases; ophthalmia, due to dark, ill-ventilated, over
crowded rooms; sheer exhaustion and inability to work; encour
agement of infectious diseases, reducing physical stamina and thus 
producing consumption and diseases arising from general debility, 
were some of the evils of over-crowding. 

BREEDING SPOTS FOR DISEASE. 

They are inhabited by the laboring classes, comprising people 
of all nationalities, living in their respective neighborhoods or 
streets, in crowded quarters, engaged in exhausting labor, and both 
working and sleeping in unsanitary surroundings. The air inside 
these houses during the cold months is bad, the result of having been 
breathed over and over again, until most of the available oxygen is 
taken from it, and the excretive products of the lungs have accu
mulated in it. In many of these rooms, especially those of the mill 
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workers, from two to six people sleep at night, and when off to work 
this room is occupied as a sleeping apartment by an equal number 
of night laborers, who sleep during the day. The windows are kept 
battened up in winter, ventilation being a thing apparently not 
thought of. 

EAT, SLEEP, LIVE, IN ONE ROOM. 

Mark off upon your floor six paces in one direction and seven in 
the other and you have the space in which over 50 per cent of thetie 
families are carrying on their existence. It must be remembered 
too, that these advantages are deceiving, for very often the largest 
families are housed in the smallest quarters, and vice versa. For in
stance, we find seven people living in two rooms with an area of only 
160 feet, while all are sleeping in a single room. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Nearly one-fourth of the apartments examined contained living 

rooms which were slept in as well, while one-fifth of all apartments 
had every room used for both living and sleeping purposes. These 
were largely two-room apartments. . . . 

More serious still, of course, is the caae where all sleep in a 
single room. For instance, we find nine people-father, mother, four 
children, and three lodgers-all sleeping in a single room. Two of the 
children are small, while two are about 14 years old. The moral in
fluence of these promiscuous relations must be most demoralizing. 
Imagine the conditions where all the functions of living, including 
cooking, eating, dressing, sleeping, bathing, giving birth to children, 
are carried on in a single small room. 

BATHING EXTRAORDINARY. 

The lack of bathing provisions in these districts is so universal 
as to make a. table showing the extent of their existence unnecessary. 
In Block 1 there is not a single bath tub; in Block 2 there is one; in 
Block 3 is one; in Block 4 six were found; in Block 5 two, and in 
Blocks 6 and 7 one. In other words, about 99 per cent of the people 
inhabiting these districts are absolutely without respectable provis
ions for bathing. 
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The Better Way. 

If our forefathers had been told that one day humanity would 
have at its disposal all the engines of which it is today possessed 
to maintain and defend its material existence, they would have 
concluded, first, that there would be an augmentation of independ
ence, and, in consequence, happiness; and, in the second place, a sen
sible decrease in the competition for the necessities of life. It would 
even have been permitted them to think that the simplification of 
existence, resulting from these perfected means of action, would 
bring the realization of higher morality. Nothing of all this has 
come to pass. Neither happiness, social peace, nor power for good 
increased.-From W'agner's "Simple Life." Of this book Roosevelt 
said: "I am preaching his book to my countrymen." 

WE have carefully examined Commissioner Wright's re
port showing the per cent of unemployed in the United 

States; side by side with his statistical tables we have placed 
the observations of trained writers verifying his facts; we 
have discovered that the problem confronting the race is the 
one of employment-it looms up with the frightful menace 
of a derelict wreck in a fog. 

We have seen how the American workingman and his 
family live. Side by side we have placed Mr. Wright's fig
Ul'es and the conclusions of social economists and commit
tees appointed by capitalist municipal and national officers; 
we have seen that one-half of the working population is 
unemployed part of the year; that from this condition grows 
the misery and degradation of the workingman and his wife 
and children; we have read Mr. Wright's explanation of 
the causes of unemployment, and we find them neatly tab
ulated; we find this unemployment is caused by closed estab
lishments, slack work, inability to get work, sickness, etc. 
Mr. Wright has not gone back of these "causes." There 
must be a reason why these establishments are closed, why 
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there is slack work, and why men and women willing to 
work are unable to :find a master. 

Does it not seem strange, as the quotation at the head 
of this chapter points out, that with the vast improvements 
society has made in its productive machinery there should 
be such a terrible strife for an opportunity to earn bread? 
Let us look into this and see if we cannot discover in the 
thing itself the difficulty. 

Says the 1900 Census Report, Volume VIL, page 123: 

A factor that bas had a real tendency to lower that actual 
average earnings of the wage-earne-:r in many industries is the 
displacement of the skilled operative by machinery, which permits 
the substitution of a comparatively unskilled machine hand. The 
tendency is noticeable- in many lines of industry. Its effects are 
twofold: to reduce the number of employes producing the same 
or an increased quality of product, and hence to lower the total 
wages of the group; and to reduce the average rate of wages be
cause of the lower degree of skill required. 

The effect of the introduction and improvement of machinery 
upon the condition of the skilled artisan is an economic question 
of the greatest importance. Although difficult to show statistic
ally, the effect can, in some degree, at least, be mensured by the 
census figures. . . . In the tanning of leather, by reason of 
improved machinery, there has been a constantly decreasing de
mand for skilled workmen. Women and children are now per
forming work formerly done by men. In 1890 a "shaver," who 
had to serve an apprenticeship of several years before be became 
a skilled workman, received as high as $6 per day at hand work. 
In 1900 he had been quite generally supplanted by the "handy 
man," who did the same work by machinery, accomplishing four 
times as much, and received perhaps a third of the pay. From 
the table it appears that to produce an increase of 18.5 per cent 
in value of products there was required an increase . . . of only 
6.3 per cent in wages. These statistics indicate that the increase 
in production has been accomplished very largely through utili
zation of new and improved machinery without a corresponding 
increase in the number of wage-earners and wages paid. . . . 
In the boot a.nd shoe industry an increase of 18.3 per cent in the 
value of products resulted . . . with only 6.9 per cent increase 
in number of wage-earners and an apparent decrease of 2.5 per . 
cent in wages paid. 

Again, V1olume VIL, page 134, of the report says: 

It is stated in the special report on the boot and shoe in<j.ustry 
that the machinery capacity employed in that industry was suffi-
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cient to produce in seven months of the year all the boots and shoes 
for the normal annual consumption. 

Now you begin to see what effect the introduction oi 
improved methods bas upon the wage earners and why the 
nation is confronted with an unemployed problem. 

The politicians and statesmen have been unable to solve 
it. They stand aghast at its proportions-increasing swiftly 
with each revolution of the wheel of industry. 

Shall we destroy the machines? No-that would be folly. 
It has taken thousands of years of ceaseless toil and the sacri
fice of innumerable human lives to reach the point we have 
on the ladder of progress-and we can take no backward step. 
We have seen the hand tool and the individual worlanan 
grow to the great machine and the associated groups of em
ployed thousands; we have seen this perfected machine 
grouped into larger and larger combinations-increasing pro
ductivity to a point so far beyond the dreams of our fathers 
of 100 years ago that, were they alive today, it would appear 
to them as a revised edition of the "Arabian Nights." 

AB men become familiar with the facts which enable 
them to understand the situation- when they bump up 
against economic conditions which put them out of business 
or shove them down into the ranks of the unemployed, they 
begin to make an effort to solve the problem. 

You can see at once that it is not the machine-if you 
did not you would desire a return to the primitive times of 
your fathers. But you have no serious expectation or hope 
that the "good old days" will return. You would not ex
change the passenger train for the stage coach, nor the weav
ing machine of today for the hand loom. 

The world would starve to death in thirty days were 
it possible to destroy the machinery now used and return to 
the primitive tools of a century ago. 

Then wherein lies the trouble? This : The machine 
today is owned by the captain of industry and a small group 
of his fellows. The increase in productivity goes to the 
capitalist, just as a half century or so ago the child born 
on the plantation of slave parents became the property of 
the master-to be used in producing more wealth. 
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You have seen from the figures and the comments 
quoted from the census reports that as productivity in
creased the number of wage earners decreased, as did like
wise wages. 

Suppose, then, we take the ownership of the machines 
frpm a few individuals, who absorb the tremendous social 
values created, and place the title in the men who u.se them 
- in society in general-and give to each worker his propor
tion of what he creates. There would then· be no surp1ua
values climbing up into the millions to be used to club the 
working class into misery and want and degradation. 

In order to illustrate the difference in income which 
would be the lot of the worker under Socialism and his wages · 
today, I will call your attention to the iron industry . 

For your better understanding, I have made two draw
ings which you will study carefully. 

In the diagram, page 42, you will find represented by the 
black column the progress made in the manufacture of pig 
iron. The small black column represents the average number 
of tons produced in the mills of the United States for the 
year 1870 for each man employed, including superintendents, 
clerks, day laborers and skilled mechanics. Note the rapidly 
advancing scale, which illustrates the growth of mechanical 
improvement and the laborer's skill in handling the new 
machines. For the period of thirty years the table shows 
an increase in the :finished product per man employed of 
about 600 per cent. To put it in another way-

One man in 1900 turns out as many tons of pig iron 
as did six men in 1870. 

Th~ light columns show the net profit reaped by the 
owners of the mills for each man employed. In 1870 each 
workman created a surplus value-net profit-of $322. In 
thirty years it increased nearly 300 per cent. 

In 1870 his wages for making 66 tons of iron were 
$453 per year. TJ:ie next decade, although the p:oduct of 
his hands increased and the profits of his masters mcreased, 
his wages fell to the pitiful sum of $6 per week. In 1890 
he regained the ground lost, but he first must add mai:y 
millions to the coffers of his masters. The climax came m 
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1900-the exploitation of that section of the working class 
which operated the pig iron plants had well nigh reached 
perfection. Note the length of the 1900 white column, rep
resenting profits, and then compare it with the column rep
resenting wages. A study of this diagram will give you a 
clear Uilderstanding of the operation of the wages system 
under the present arrangement of private ownership. 

Now, then, I will ask you to look at the diagram on 
page 45. 

Here we have the income of the workers and the in
crease in production. The workers own the machinery--
they do not "divide up" with the capitalist-profits have 
been eliminated. 

There is no unemployed problem, because, with the dis
appearance of this surplus-value- (the difference between 
the wages paid and the price of the laborer's product on the 
market)-there can be no overproduction. Each worker con
sumes what he produces. 

Today an improvement in machinery means loss of work 
io millions-under Socialism it would mean an increase iu 
the income received by each worker. 

It is in your power, as a voter, to complete this new 
arrangement. You have the votes-and for the present at 
least you have the opportunity of using them. Tomorrow 
it may be too late. 

I urge you, my working class friend, to study carefully 
the facts and figures here set forth. Draw your own con
clusion-I am willing to leave it to you if you will but in
vestigate. 
O • ...s..-.• ' 
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The Prophecy. 

JAMES ELLSWORTH, member of the convention which 
met in Philadelphia, 1787, to formulate a constitution 

for the young republic, uttered these prophetic words: 

"As population grows, poor laborers will become so plenty 
as to make slaves usele$s." 

Its Fulfillment. 

Hobert Hunter, in this Year of Our Lord, 1905, says: 
"It reflects very grievously upon the justice of our 

social system that so many men, willing to work, should be 
unable to find work to do. The history of the world has, 
perhaps, never shown more abject victims of chance than 
the modern propertyless workmen. A man possessing his 
own tools or land may ·aiways employ himself, and, although 
it may at times be necessary for him to sell his products 
for a very low price, he need not, except in extraordinary 
times, become dependent upon othei·s for relief. The tools 
of the modern workman are the machine; both it and the 
land are owned by others. He cannot work on the land or 
at the machine except by permission of another. If the 
owner does not find it profitable to employ him, the workman 
must remain idle. At certain seasons of the year this idle
ness is compulsory to workmen by the tens o:f thousands, 
and at times of business depression by the hundreds of thou
sands. Without savings adequate to supply his needs, and 
with his income wholly dependent upon an intermittent de
mand for his labor, circumstances are apt to arise soon~r 
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or later that will force him either to commit crime against 
property or to depend on public relief for sustenance. If 
the state of dependence continues long, habitual pauperism 
or vagrancy is quite likely to result. In other words, these 
outcasts from industry have before them the choice of three 
evils-starvation, crime, or relief by charity." 

Jacob Riis, Friend of Roosevelt, Testifies. 

Mr. Riis, in "How the Other Half Lives,'' says: "The 
reader who has followed with me the fate of the Other Half 
thus far, may not experience much of a shock at being tolJ 
that in eight years 135,595 families in New York were reg
istered as asking or receiving charity. Perhaps, however, 
the intelligence will rouse him that for five years past one 
person in every ten who died in this city was buried in the 
Potter's field. These facts tell a terrible story. The first 
means that in a population of a million and a half, ver.v 
nearly, if not quite, half a million persons were driven, or 
chose, to beg for food, or to accept it in charity at some 
period of the eight years, if not during the whole of it." 

The Capitalist Viewpoint. 
Jn the face of the figures printed In the foregoing pages which 

sho"' pretty conclusively the condition Into which labor In this coun try 
has fallen, President Roosevelt In his speech of acceptance In 1904 hands 
out the following paragraph composed of four parts hot air a nd one part 
bombast: 

"As conclusively shown by the bulletins issued by the 
depaxtment of labor, the purchasing power of the average 
wage has grown faster than the cost of living, and this in 
spite of the continual shortening of working hours. The 
accumulated savings of the workingmen of the co:intry, as 
shown by the deposits in the savings banks, have mcr~ased 
by leaps and bounds. At no time in the history of this or 
any other country has there been an era so productive of 
material benefit alike to workingman and employer as dur
ing the seven years that hiwe just pas.sed."-Roosevelt. 
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Ownership of Homes in American Cities. 

Allegheny, Pa ........... .. .... . 
Ba.ltimore, Md ...... . .......... . 
Boston, Mass ............. ... .. . 
Buffalo, N. Y ... ...... .. . ...... . 
Chicago, Ill ....... .. ........... . 
Cincinnati, Ohio ... . .......... .. . 
Cleveland, Ohio ... . ..... ... . . .. . 

Capitalist 
Class, 

Free. 
4,021 

19,286 
9,944 

10,965 
39,246 

9,725 
16,240 

4,445 
5,000 

Columbus, Ohio ... . .... . ....... . 
Denver, Colo ................... . 
Detroit, Mich ......... ..... .. .. . 
Fall River, Mass ............... . 
Indianapolis, Ind ...... . ........ . 
Jersey City, N. J ........ . ...... . 
Kansas City, Mo ... . ........... . 
Los Angeles, Cal .......... . .... . 
Louisville, Ky .................. . 
Memphis, Tenn ................. . 
Milwaukee, Wis . ..... . ....... .. . 
Minneapolis, Minn ..... . . . . . .... . 
Newark, N. J ................... . 
New Haven, Conn ..... .. ....... . 
New Orleans, La ... .. .......... . 
New York City and boroughs .... . 
New York City proper ........... . 
Omaha, Neb ................... . 
Paterson, N. J ... . .. . . . . . ...... . 
Philadelphia, Pa ............... . 
Pittsburg, Pa ..... .... .... ..... . 
Providence, R. I ................ . 
Rochester , N. Y ............ .... .. 
St. Joseph, Mo . ....... . ........ . 
St. Louis, Mo .................. . 
St. Paul, Minn ...... . ...... . ... . 
San Francisco, Cal ............. . 
Scranton, Pa .................. . 
Syracuse, N. Y ................. . 
Toledo, Ohio .. ........... .. .. .. . 
Washington, D. C ........... . ... . 
Worcester, Mass ............... . 

12,378 
1,473 
6,741 
4,569 
4,501 
5,969 
8,361 
2,676 
9,541 
6,287 
4,415 
2,413 

10,634 
35,050 

8,948 
3,127 
2,016 

29,033 
9,041 
4,087 
6,001 
3,062 

16,097 
5,556 

10,186 
4,600 
4,082 
6,793 
8,441 
2,055 

Total in 46 leading cities ....... 34 7 ,005 

- From Census, 1900, Vol. II., p. cciv. 

Middle 
Class, 

Mortgaged. 
2,324 
6,960 

10,395 
11,844 
43,735 

4,915 
12,246 
2,204 
3,114 
9,172 
2,098 
5,832 
3,729 
3,774 
3,743 
2,692 

607 
11,278 
4,903 
6,517 
3,598 
1,698 

48,002 
13,938 
2,113 
3,088 

24,013 
7,178 
3,708 
6,289 
1,352 
9,699 
2,851 
5,139 
2,583 
5,115 
4,990 
4,261 
3,807 

306,504 

Working 
Class, 

Rented. 
18,!)83 
69,761 
89,083 
47,208 

258,582 
56,384 
48,84i 
17,822 
21,215 
35,178 
16,711 
25,004 
34,060 
26,466 
12,745 
31,640 
15,851 
37,466 
28,522 
41,270 
16,722 
45,129 

617,474 
384,34!) 

13,941 
17,285 

196,124 
44,364 
29,696 
20,481 
11,08() 
90,983 
20,2GG 
49,656 
12,12!) 
15,439 
15,851 
40,753 
17,877 

2,593,084 

Ho -~ 
Ho --Frc 

Kind 
IIomej 

1900 
All Hora. 
Farm Ho1 
Other Ho1 

1890 
All Hom• 
Farm Hoi 
Qther Ho1 

-Vo 



~s. 

'or king 
Class, 
:tented. 
18,983 
69,761 
89,083 
47,298 
!58,582 
56,384 
48,84! 
17,822 
21,215 
35,178 
16,711 
25,004 
34,060 
26,466 
12,745 
31,640 
15,851 
37,466 
28,522 
41,270 
16,7'22 
45,129 
,17,474 
84,349 
13,941 
17,285 
96,124 
44,364 
29,696 
20,481 
11,080 I.-90,983 
20,266 
49,656 
12,12~) 

15,439 
15,851 
40,753 
17,877 

93,084 
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America: A Nation of Tenants. 

Homes owned free-4,761,211. 

!!¥mes mortga1rd ~2, 196,375. 

Homes rented-8,365,738. 

-From the Twelfth United States Census, Vol. 2, page 193. 

] Aggregate 

I 
Owned llomes 

Kind of Enc um- Hired 
Homes Total Free be red 

Homes 

1900 \ I All Homes. . 12,690,152 6,066,417 4,869,5271 1,696,890 6,638,735 
Farm Homes 5,698,901 3,643,684 2,422,678 1,094,573 2,013,90l · 
Other Homes ll>.488,814 3,615,t\78 2,338,533 1,101,802 6,351,836 

1890 I I I I I 
All Homes.· i 12,690,152 l 6,066,417 I 4,369,527 I 1,696,890 I 6,628,7'19 
Farm HoIDes 4,767,179 3,142,746 2,255,789 886,957 1,624,433 
Qtner Homes 7,922,973 2,923,671 2,113,738 809,933 4,l!~~1 :,i.o~ 

-Vol. 2. page cxcll-HlOO Census Reportl. 
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Hand and Machine Labor. 
The following table Is taken from U. S. Labor Bulletin, No. :S4. 

It Is compiled from the 13th Annual Labor Report, which presents In 
dctall the t·esults of an in,•estigatlon showln11; the difference In time required to produce a certain number of units of manufactnre by the baud prorPss and by the machine pl'Ocess. The report Is out of print. This table Is valuable and should be preserved. With It you can dlscovet· stt a glance the ditrerence In the two methods, and yoa will 
begin to understand why the owners of the machines wax rich while the worker struggles to live. For instance, under the old band method, 
It requfred 118 hours to make one landslide plow. Today, with modern machinery, It rnqulres less tban four hours. 'l'he worker today produces 30 plows In the same length of time It formerly required to 
make one plow. If he worked lu the good old days for $1 per day, It cost bis lioss About *11 In. wages. Today he gets $2 per day and In ele,·P.n days gets $22 In wages. For this outlay on the par t of the capltallM be gets 30 plows. Jn other words. the capitalist doubles 
his wa)(e fund anrt Increases bis wealth 30 times-or, assuming that 
plows have decreo.sed one-half in pt·ice, he still bas wealth l:S times greater than di<l his predecessor. 'l'he laboret· gets for his $2 today just whnt his (9 tiler got for $1-"hls board and keep." Go down the list and you will grasp the sl~nlficance of the ftgm·es and will know the sect·et o! capitalist accumulation: 

Pitchtorks-!)0 pitchforks, 12-lnch tines ...........• 
l'low-l landslide plow. oak beams and handles ... . 
Bags-a.000 cotton Oour sacks .................... . 
Blnnkbook•-12 crown ledi:ers, 8¥.ix14 ~ i12ches, 400 

png~s. fu 11 sheep .............................. . 
Bookbiudtng-500 12nw. books, 320 page~. tun cloth .. 
Shoes-10 pall's men's fine grade, calf, welt, lace, shoes, 

single soles, soft box toes .................... . 
Boxes-1 ,000 strawbOal'd, paper-co~ered, shoe boxes, 

11 lh x6x3 'k inches ................. ........... . 
Crackers-1,000 pounds graham crackers, packed ... . 
Carpet-200 yards ing1·ain carpet, cotton warp, wool 

fiillng, 1,088 ends, 26 picks per Inch ............ . 
Cnrriage-1 eliptic spring, leather top buggy, piano 

body, dropped axles, banded hull~. cloth trimmings .. 
Watch cases-10 gold hunting watch cases, 18 size, 
engine turned. "Barleycorn sh!eld" pattern ........ . 
Watch movements--1 key-wind. brass hunting watch 

movements, 18 size, full plate ................ . 
Comll~-1 gross horn dressing combs, 7x1'4, Inches, 
coarse and fine, teeth 11;, Inches ................ . 
Bnrrels-100 flour barrels, patent hoops . . .......... . 
Rope-SOO pounC!s %-Inch hemp bnllng rope ....... . 
Corsets-1 dozen medium sateen corsets, 17 eyelets 

In back .... . .......... .. ..................... . 
Hntchets-12 dozen No. 2 shingling hatchets, 22 
pounds per dozen .......•.••• . .•.•••.•.. , •••..•• , 

Hours 

.Hand Menn 
Mthd ll!thd 

200.00 12.88 
118.00 3.75 
137.50 28.SS 

107.22 18.74 
228.00 :S9.96 

222.50 29.66 

228.00 34.50 
160.00 35.56 

151.05 64.86 

200.42 39.14 

174.97 S:S.55 

19::i.G!i IS.:Sl 

611_6() 12.48 
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™-2:S 17.00 
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12.48 
22.32 
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Flrearme-1 double-bal'reled, breech-loading, hammer-
less shotgun ...... . ... . ...................... . 

Pamphlets-Printing and binding 4,000 pamphlets, 32 
pages, 3%x5% Inches . ...... .................. . 

Magazlnes-Folc;Ung, stitching . and covering 2,000 
copies 96-page magazine, 6%x9lh Inches ......... . 

Newspapers-Printing and folding 36,000 pages ..... . 

u~:~~~:~hl~~~~~!ln~. ::~~~. ~~::'.s .. ~t:t .. ~v~~~·- . ~:~~~ 
Typesettlng-100,000 ems, newspaper work ........ . 
Electi·otyping-100 electrotype plates. 81hx7% inches 
Engravlng-1 wood cut 71A,x9 Inches, same pattern 

under each method ............................ . 
Envelopes-50,000 No. 6% plain white envelopes .... . 
Butter-500 pounds, In tubs ..... . ................ . 
Shlrts-1 dozen white muslin shirts plaited linen 

bosoms, linen-covered coliars and cuffs attached .... 
Lounges-12 oak frame, round end, plush-covered 

lounges, 69x23 Inches, antique finish ............ . 
Harness - 1 set do'1ble coach harness, traces 10 

stitches pel' inch . . ............. . ............. . 
Granlte--Dresslng 150 square feet ................ . 

Aoricuitm·e. 
Barley-100 bushels ............... . ............ . 
Cai-rots-10 tons long orange ......... . .......... . 
Corn-50 bushels, shelled, stalks, husks and blades cut 

Into fodc'tct· ..... ............. ................ . 
Corn-50 bushels, huskedA stalks left In field ....... . 
Cotton-Seed cotton, 1,0vO pounds ............... . 
Hay-Harvesting and balling 8 tons timothy ....... . 
Oats-160 bushels ............................... . 
Peas-50 bushels ...... . ........................ . 
Potatoes-500 bushels ........................ . .. . 
Hlce--10.000 pounds rough ................ . ..... . 
Rye--100 bushels ............................... . 
Strawberrles- 500 Quarts .... . ................... . 
Sweet Potatoes-50 bushels ............... . ..... . 
Tomatoes-100 bushels ......................... . 
Wheat- GO bushels ............................. . 

Mining. 
Coal-50 tons bituminous ........ . ...... e ... : .... . 

Qu1.11rryino. 

Dr~~~~ftegr~~~~~~?. ~-1~:1_n_c~- -~~!~~'. ·1·~- .f::~ .~:~~·. ~~ 
Drillin11: rock-6 2-lnch holes, 12 feet deep, in hard, 

blue rock ........ ............................ . 
Granlte--Qunrr:vlng 50 cubic feet ................. . 
Llmestone--Quarrylng 100 tons .................. . 
Ma1·ble--Quarrylng 72 cubic feet ................. . 
Red rock-Quarrying 40 tons .............. . ..... . 

Transportation, Etc. 
Loading grain-Transferring 6,000 bushels wheat from 

storage bins or elevators to vessel .... . ........ ·.· 
Loading ore--r,oad!ng 100 tons iron ore on cars .... . 
Unloading coal-Transferring 200 tons from canal 

boats to bins 400 feet distant .................. . 

Unt~a~l~c\ c~~:o~:-:--.~':~~f~~~I~~- .2.0_0 __ b_a_1:~ . ~r_o~ . ~~~s_e_I 
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Hours 

Hand Mchn 
Mthd Mthd 

202.50 58.SS 

234.00 5.011 

151.20 47.73 
216.00 1.0S 

281.00 5.68 
209.60 45.4lS 
260.00 89.5U 

119.oO 36.00 
217.33 15.78 
125.00 12.50 

119.92 15.68 

246.50 46.00 

234.50 40.72 
243.00 19.00 

211.94 9.04 
160.17 79.35 

228.36 34.38 
48.44 18.91 

223.78 78.70 
284.00 92.53 
265.00 28.39 
192.50 114.08 
247.54 86.36 
235.16 64.55 
251.93 100.67 
216.54 84.42 
151.11 58.15 
216.22 89.92 
160.63 7.43 

171.05 94.30 

178.35 29.64 

180.00 8.20 
252.00 65.50 
115.28 80.67 ' 
133.57 26.08 
205.33 80.00 

222.00 53.60 
200.00 2.86 

240.00 20.00 

240.00 75.50 
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Distribution of Wealth in the United States. 
ESTA'.l'ES. 

'l'he wealthy claases $50,000 and over ..................... .. 
Tbe well-to·do classes $50,000 to 

$5,000 ................... . . 
The middle classes $5,000 to $500 .................. .. .. . 
The poorer classes under $500 .. 

Number Aggregate 
wealth. 

Average 
wealth. 

125,000 $33,000,000,000 $264,000 
1,375,000 23,000,000,000 16,000 
5,500,000 8,200,000,000 1,500 5,500,000 800,000,000 150 

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,500,000 $65,000,000,000 $5,200 - From Charles B. Spahr"s "Distribution of Wealth in the U. S.," p . 56. 

Class Fa.:.. Illes Per Average Aggregate Per 
Cent Wealth Wealth Cent 

Rich ··· ·· ···· 125,000 1.0 $263,040 $32,880,000,000 54.8 Middle .. . .... 1,362,500 10.9 14,180 19,320,0@0,000 32.2 Poor ...... ... 4,762.500 38.1 1,639 7 ,800,000,000 18.0 Very poor .... 6,250,000 50.0 ...... ....... 
'.l'OTJ.L .... 12,1500,000 10 ...... $4,800 $60,000,000,000 100:0 
- From John 6raharo Brooks' "The Social Unrest." 

Rich, 1. 
Middle, 10.9 

Poor, 38.l . Rich. 54.8 

Very 
Poor, 50. Middle, 32.2 

Poor, 13. 

"I do not personally believe that trustworthy statlstlcal source~ exist that enable one to i;nake tables of this character that are more than mere guesses at the facts. Yet, It It were knoivn what the posgeeslons of the one hundred and twenty-six thousand richest families In the United States arc the result would be all that any agitator need ask." ITow many liberties have been taken with Mr. Spah1·'a llgures in order to construct this latter table I do not know; It can be said, however, that wh\le neither bis figures nor those of Mr. Holmes have escaped criticism the critics have not, thus far, been able t• make out a case ai:alnst them which necessltatez any material alteration either of the handling of the data or of the conclusions flnally drawn. -Robert Hunter. · 
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Per Cent of Unemployed by Occupation. :i 
· These tables show that the apparent Increase In 1900 In the p ro

portion of those out of employment during some part of the census year 
Included all but fifteen o! the 140 li(roups specified for male~ and all 
but 7 of the 63 groups specified for females. 

OCCUPATION 

Glassworkers . . .... . ............. . .. . 
Plasterers ..... .. . . . • ... . .... . ....... 
Masons (brick and stone) . . ......... . 
Teachers and professors In colleges, etc 
Brick and tile makers, etc ........... . 
Fishermen and oystermen ........... . 
Paper hnni:ers .......... . .......... . 
Laborers (not speclfted) ............. . 
Miners and quarrymen . . ............. . 
Painters, glaziers aad varnishers ..... . 
Carpenters and joiners ............... . 
Hat and cap makers . ................ . 
Marble and stone cutters ............ . 
Roofers and slaters . . . . ............ . 
Agrlcnltural laborers ................ . 
Wood choppers . . ................... . 
Saw and planing mill employes .... . .. . 
Stove, furnace and grate makers - .... . 
Coopers ... . . . .. . . .. ....... . ... .. ... . 
Boatmen and sailors .... . ....... . ... . 
Potters . ...•...... .. .. .. .......... . . 
Other food p reparers .... .. .......... . 
Seamstresses . . . . ............. . ...... . 
Boot and shoe makers and t•epalrers .... . 
Rubber factory operatives ............ . 
Lumbermen and ra!tsmen ........... . 
Silk mill operatives . ............... . 
Iron and steel workers .......... .. .. . 
Actors, professional showmen, etc .... . 
Tobacco and cigar factory operatives .. . 
Tailors and talloresses .... . ........ . 
Turpentine farmers and laborers ...... ) 
Other agricultural pursuits .......... ) 
Charcoal, coke and llme burners ..... . 
Tin plate and tinware makers ....... . 
Gold and silver workers ....... . ..... . 
Wlreworkers ......... . ............. . 
Broom and brush makers ........... . 
Carpet factory operatives ........... . 
Leather currlers and tanners ........ . 
Other woodworkers .............. . . . 
Other metal workers ............... . 
Other textile workers .............. . 
Shirt, collar and cuff makers ........ . 
Oil well and oil works employee ..... . 
Packers and shippers ................ . 

Per Cent ef 
Males Unem

ployed ln-
1900 1890 

Per Cent of 
Females Unem

ployed in-
1900 1890 

59.9 
56.1 
55.5 
55.0 
48.4 
46.8 
44.5 
44.3 
44.3 
42.4 
41.4 
41.0 
39.5 
36.5 
36.1 
35.2 
35.1 
34.7 
34.3 
83.3 
32.8 
82.7 
32.5 
31.7 
31.0 
30.9 
29.3 
28.1 
27.8 
27.2 
27.0 

53.1 
42.9 
42.9 
30.8 
48.6 
40.4 
28.0 
33.4 
47.9 
31.1 
31.8 
33.1 
30.3 
26.8 
17.2 
31.3 
31.7 
30.4 
26.4 
28.8 
30.7 
23.3 
18.0 
25.2 
38.0 
29.5 1' 
27.4 I 
25.4 I 
17.5 
21.5 
14.5 

45.5 1 - 39.1 

44.1 

3.49 

34.4 

24."2 
42.5 
39.6 

2i>."8 
39.l 
81.1 
26.4 

28.8 

22.6 

33.3 

18.6 

~o:o 

13.1 
as.4 
40.!l 

2!.3 

2~."<i 
27.2 
16.5 

23.9 

Ot!1er miscellaneous Industries ........ . 
P lumbers and gas and steam fltte1·s ... · 1 
Tool nnd cutlery makers ........... . 
'Trunk and leat her-case makers, etc ... . . 

26.4 
26.2 
25.9 
25.3 
25.3 
25.1 
25.0 
24.8 
24.G 
24.8 
2:!.8 
2:!.7 
22.8 
22.5 
22.1 
22.0 
22.0 
21.1 

16.0 
26.4 
14.5 
18.7 
17.0 
20.7 
25.6 
20.3 
16.9 
16.6 
19.6 
14.G 
13.2 
18.0 
20.2 
13.4 
20.4 
lG.8 
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Per Cent of Unemployed by Occupation.---Continued. 

Per Cent o! OCCUPATION 
rer Cent ot 

Males Unem
ployed 111-

1000 1890 

Females Unem
ployed ln-
1900 1890 

Cabinetmakers ...................... . 
Upholsterers ........................ . 
Dressmakers . ... .................... . 
Buttet· an<l che<>se makers .......... . 
IIoslcry and knitting mlll operatives ... . 
Messengers and errand and office boys . . 
Brassworkcrs . .. . ................... . 
Woolen mill operatives .............. . 
Bleachery and dye works opera tlves . . .. . 
Drayroen, hnckmen, teamsters, etc . . .. . Boxmakers (paper) ................. . 
Other textile mill operatives ........ . 
Other cllemlcal workers .... . ........ . Steam boiler makers ................ . 
F.nglneers and firemen (not locomotive) .. 
Mechanics (not otherwise specified) .... 
Wheelwrights ...... . •................ 
Musicians and teachers of music ..... . 
Glovemakers ....... . ................ . 
Ser"l'ants and waiters ................ . 
raper and pulp mill operatives .... . .. . 
Distillers and rectlfiers ............... . 
Steam rnlh·oad employes ........ . .... . 
Telei;raph and telephone linemen .... . . 
Nurses and midwives ................ . 
Stock raisers, herders and drover~ 
Printers, lithographers and pressmen ... . Hostlers ............................ . 
Bookbinders ......................... . 
Ilucksters and peddlers ............. . 
Housekeepers and stewards ........... · 1 Other persoM In trade and trnnspor-

tat lon ............................ . 
Blacksmiths ........................ . 
Machinists ......................... . 
TTarness and saddle makers and repairers! 
Street railway employes ............. · 1 Cotton mlll operatives .............. . 
~~;::r~e~~d.bel1ie"r$. (in" stot:e:~; .e.tc)::::: ·. 
Ba rtet1ders .......... ............... . 
Gardenet·s, florists, nurserymen, etc .... . 
Brewers ancl roalsters ............... . 
Bottlers and soda water makers, etc ... . 
F.lectrlclan~ ......................... ) 
F.nglneers (civil, etc.) and surveyors ... ) 
Model and pattern makers ..... . .. ... I Millers ............................. . 
Butchers ............ .. ............. . 
Bakers ............................. . 
Clock and w11.tch makers and repairers .. 
Confectioners .................. ..... . 
Artists and teachers of art ........... . 
l';tenogrnphers and typewriters ......... , 
Janitors and sextona ................ . 

20.9 
20.9 
20.8 
24.4 
20.3 
19.7 
19.6 
HU5 
19.3 
19.3 
18.8 
18.7 
1 8.5 
18.4 
17.7 
17.6 
17.4 
17.3 
17.1 
17.0 
16.9 
16.4 
1".8 
15.8 
li'i.3 
15.3 
15.0 
14.7 
14.6 
14.6 
14.5 

13.9 
13.7 
13.4 
VUl 
1 3.3 
Vl.1 
13.0 
12.6 
12.fi 
12.3 
1 2.1 
ll.9 

11.8 
11.8 
11.6 
11.5 
11.3 
lUl 
11.2 
10.7 
10.4 
10.1 

13.8 
15.0 
13.0 
27.7 
31.5 
12.2 
13.2 
22.0 
15.0 
15.9 
14.9 
20.7 
19.5 
16.3 
14.0 
14.4 
12.8 
11.1 
38.8 
0.8 

14.5 
15.5 
13.0 
10.!5 
11.7 
11.6 
9.6 

10.6 
9.0 I 

10.5 ·1· 
10.8 

10.6 
12.1 
10.8 
10.0 

9.9 
l::l.2 
9.7 
7.4 
8.l\ 

13.3 
8.6 
0.0 

I 

!Ul I 9.7 
11.2 

7.6 '11 8.1 
0.9 ,l 
7.6 I 7.0 
6.5 I 7.i 

21.3 
19.8 

20:0 
21.0 

Zi."i 

26."4 
18.G 

22.4 
20.0 
14.8 
21.1 

27.1 

i6:5 
j6."7 
14.3 

9.1 

14.9 

9.!Y 
11.0 
16.6 
17.6 
l!l.2 
7.8 

17.1 
18.7 

ii."4 
32.8 
7.0 

15.7 

7.4 

·5:2 
11.4 

8.5 
7.4 
9.1 
i.O 

Pho tog: 
Telegi·s 
Watcb1 
Other 
Salesm 
Mllllne 
Dnlryn 
Lauud< 
Bat·l>er 
BookkE 
Fanue1 
Lltera1 
Agentg 
f: lerk8 
Comm1 
Arcblt1 
Mann 
Other 
Officlni 
Foreml 
Restnu 
Board! 
:rourns 
Clergy· 
Merch: 
Banke· 
Dentls 
Under· 
Livery 
Mercb. 
Hotel 
Law ye 
Saloor 
Soldle 
omcla 
Physl< 



:nt ot 
Unem
ln-

1890 

i4.'9 
11.2 

29.'9 
13.5 

25.'2 

i7.'i 
18.7 

ii.'4 
32.8 
7.0 

15.7 

i8:4 
ii.'o 
fa.o 

6.4 
3.6 

·~:2 
11.4 

8.5 
7.4 
9.1 
li.O 
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Per Cent of Unemployed by Occupation.---Continued. 

OCCUPATION 

Photographers ......... . .. . ......... . 
Telegraph and telephone operators .... . 
Watchmen, policemen, firemen, etc ..... ) 
Other domestic and personal service . .. ) 
Salesmen and saleswomen . ... . .... . .. . 
Milliners . ........ . . . ............ . .. . 
Dairymen and dairywomen .... . . . .... . 
Launderctrs and laundresses . . .. . ... .. . 
Bat·bers and halrdresse1·s . . .. . ..... . .. . 
Bookkeepers and accountants .... .. .. . 
Farmers, planters and overseers . ... . . . . 
LI terary and sci en tlfic persons ........ . 
Agents . ... . . .......... . ............ . 
f:lerks and copyists .... . . . ... .. .... . 
Commercial travelers . . ....... . ..... . 
Architects, designers, draftsmen, etc . . .. . 
Manufacturers and oftlclals, etc . . .... . . 
Other professional service . . .. . .. .. .. . . 
Ofilclals (government) . . ............. . 
Foremen and overseers ..... . . . • . . . . .. 
Restaurant keepers ....... . ... . ... .. . . 
13oardlng and lodging house keepers .... . 
Journallsts ..... . ...... . . . .... . . . ... . 
Clergymen .... . ....... .. ............ . 
Merchants and dealers (wholesale) .... . 
Bankers and brokers ... .. ..... . . . .... . 
Dentists . . .. . ..... . ... . ..... . ...... . 
Undertakers ...... . .. . .............. . 
Livery stable keepers .. . .. . . . ........ . 
Merchants and dealers (except wholesale) 
Hotel keepers . . .. .. . ................ . 
Lawyers . . . ~ ............. . .. . . . ..... . 
Saloon keepers ................. . ... . 
S0ldlers, sailors and marines (U. S.) .... . 
Ofilclnls of banks 11nd companies . ...... . 
l'h;siclans and surgeons ..... . . . ..... . 

Per Cent of 
Males Unem· 

ployed In-
1900 1890 

9.7 
9.6 

8.9 
8.4 
8.1 
7.9 
7.9 
7.7 
7.7 
7.7 
7.5 
7.4 
7.3 
7.2 
6.8 
6.8 
5.8 
5.5 
4.7 
4.7 
4.4 
4.0 
3.6 
3.4 
3.3 
3.3 
3.2 
3.1 
3.0 
2.9 
2.6 
2.6 
2.5 
2.4 
Ul 

7.5 
6.7 

6.8 
5.6 
6.1 
6.8 
5.2 
5.6 
5.0 
6.6 
5.4 
4.8 
5.0 
5.4 
4.5 
6.1 
5.5 
4.6 
5.4 
3.6 
3.2 
3.0 
2.1 
3.6 
1.5 
2.4 
2.8 
2.7 
2.3 
2.4 
1.8 
2.3 
2.4 
3.7 
1.4 

-Census, 1900, Vol. "Occupations," p. ccxxxll. 

Per Cent of 
Females Unem· 

ployed ln-
1900 1890 

14.9 
10.7 

11.0 
26.3 

i9.'i 
12.2 

8.8 
6.2 

11.6 
16.9 

9.6 

8.1 

. 4.'4 
5.6 
2.7 
6.5 
7.ri 

9.7 
6.7 

6.4 
13.1 

io.'i 
6.7 
6.4 
3.6 
7.2 
9.15 
5.15 

. 2.'4 

. 3.'3 
·2:1 
0.8 
4.2 
4.7 

. 6.'i 
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The Unemployed. 
Nvmber of persons in eaeh ma.in class of ocoupattons unempioved during any portion of the census year compared «»th the total n11mber H occupted, 1890 and 1900 : 

Persons 10 Years of age and over 
engaged in gall!.tul occupations. Census Years and classes of 

Occupations. 

1000 

All occupations ............. .... .. .. 
Agriculture pursuits .. ... ... .. ... ····· Professional service 
Domestic and personal service: '. : : : : : : : : : 'l'rade and transportation . . . ........ . .. Manufacturing and mechanical pursuits .. 

1890 

All occupations ................. ... 
Agricultural pursuits . . ............... Professional service . .. .. . ............. Domestic and personal service ...... . ... •.rrade and transportation . . ............ Manufacturleg and mechanical pursuits .. 

Total. 

29,078,233 

10,381,765 
1,258,538 
5,580,657 
4,766,964 
7,085,309 

23,318,183 

9,148,448 
944,383 

4,220,812 
3,326,122 
5,678,468 

Unemployed. 

Number Pr C't 

6,468,964 %2.3 

2,144,989 20.7 
830,566 28.3 

1,568,121 28.1 
l>00,185 10.5 

1,925,403 27.2 

8,523,730 15.1 

1,020,205 11.2 
142,574 15.1 
799,272 18.9 
2'62,871 7.9 

1,298,808 22.9 

' A comparison shows that the apparent inor ease tn. the proportion. of the unemployed comprehends aii the main. classes of occu]lationa
1 

and both se0es. Pm·s11in11 the analvsis to occupailons fa detail it will 11• •llaerved th.at the resitlt remains the stime. 

C1msus, 1900, Vol. "Occupations," p. cxxvlll. 

Each of these two census years was a period of prosperity; ther&fore, the economic conditions to some extent were similar, and It ls reasonable to suppose that accurate returns at the census of 1890 and 1900 would Ind icate little variation In the proportion of the unemployed In many calllni:s at least. There are reasons for accepting the figures cf 1000 aa more correctly reflecting the P.ctual proportions of unemployment thlUl did those ot 1890.- Ccnsus Report, Vol. "Occupations," page cc:u_yl .. 
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"The Most Interesting Phenomenon of the 
Twentieth Century. 

57 

The following address by Rufus W. Weeks, actuary and sec
ond vice president of the New York Life Insurance Company, was 
delivered at the annual dinner of the Alumni Association of Higll. 
School, Newark, N. J. The title of the address was "The Most In· 
teresting Phenomenon of the Twentieth Century." 

THAT great movement of which we have seen the beginning 
in the nineteenth century, and of which the twentieth 

century is very likely to see the consummation, is the up
rising of the working class. Before speaking of this move
ment, let me spend a few uninteresting moments in defini
tions. By the term working class is meant those people 
who work with their hands for wages; the term, therefore, 
does not include all workers, by any means, but only that 
largest section of the workers called the manual proletariat, 
whom the conditions of their employment force into a poten
tiality of common feeling and thought, Qf a common indig
nation, a sense of common ~eds, and a sense of power in 
common action. 

Other workers have not this potentiality of community
consciousness; for instance, there are the farmers, the clerks, 
the professional workers. The farmers imagine themselves 
independent units, and do not know the trick of coalescing 
for common advance; the clerks all imagine themielves to 
be on the road to be head-clerks or even corporation officials, 
and so cannot league together in comradeship ; the profes
sional worker is dominated by pride in his individual ability 
and training, and so he cannot grasp the notion of mutual 
help as the main hope. 

The working class, then, the proletariat so-called, means 
those who are hired in herds, mostly by corporations, and 
1p.ostly to work at machines of one kind or another; from 
the point of view of the corporation they are simply an ex
tension of the machine. Thi.s very merging of these men 
into the machine throws them foto an unity with each other; 
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it is an education, it teaches the hopelessness of resistance 
except by the way of mutual help; and so from guerillas 
they are forced to become a phalanx. Slowly, slowly, thA 
lesson is ground into them, slowly the phalanxes themselves 
learn the trick of grouping into an army. An army of re
sistance, not essentially of aggression; for their effort is to 
resist that inexorable, inevitable constant pressure which ia 
inherent in the capitalist system of production-the pres
sure by the employing class to get the utmost possible prod
uct out of the worker for the least possible share of that 
product. It is this pressure and the answering resistance 
which are called the class struggle; the class struggle, is, 
hence, a mathematical and economic fact, though so many of 
our pastors and masters unite in pious rebukes of the wicked 
agitator who points out that fact. 

BALLOTS INSTEAD OF STRIKES. 
Now, what is the weapon with which, thus fllr, the 

working class has been fighting in this war? Only that poor, 
pathetic weapon, ceasing to work, comically miscalled "strik
ing." Their own starvation is their weapon, coupled, of 
course, with clumsy efforts to enforce the dictates of class 
ethics upon those weak-conscienced individuals who shirk the 
call to starvation. 

But now it is dawning on the mind of the proletarian 
giant that there is another weapon handy ; we of the ''bet
ter classes" created it for him when we established univetsnl 
suffrage, and we put the possibility of the use of it into hi:; 
mind when we established universal education. Gifts, these 
(the suffrage and education) which having once given we 
can never take back. The new weapon is the ballot; and 
what will it mean when the working class awakes and takeii 
this weapon in hand to work out its mind? The ballot 
menus the whole power of the state ; courts, police, army; 
ancl what will happen when the working class takes in hanc1 
all these powers to establish and enforce the idea of justice 
innate in its mind? 

Even in this country the numerical predominance of 
the working class grows apace. The successive censuses tell 
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the story in such items as these: 'l'he rapidly diminishing 
ratio of farm owners to the entire population, the decima
tion and reduction to powerlessness of the small independ
ent business men, the deposition of the male clerk by bis 
sister, and, greatest of all, the enormous increase of the 
facto11· population. The coming dominance of the working 
class even here is as sure as mathematics; in Europe it is 
already a numerical fact; and twenty years ago I heard 
James Bryce say that the drastic use of this power is only 
a matter of a few years, being a corallary of the universal 
suffrage. The ballot-armed proletariat, awake and aware, 
will then be able to work out its purpose. 'l'he grave ques
tion now is : What will that purpose be? 

There is in the world a group of thinkers who think 
they lmow the answer to this question. This group is inter
national. Its members are most nume1·011s in Germany, next 
in France, but increasing now in Great Britain and rapidly 
in this country. These men are unsparing analysts, and 
inexorable forecasters; they have sounded the depths of the 
self-unconscious proletarian mind, and they have announced 
what the will of the working class is to be, as fast as it come~ 
to its sense of itself. Of course there are critics aplenty in 
the cultured classes who handle the conclusions of this group 
with all shades of condemnation and contempt; but the:3e 
critics arc themselves of many and shifting schools, and 
amidst them all what alone remains unchanged is the ter
rible certitude of the Socialists, for by this name is known 
the group I mean. They alone feel they know the future; 
nQne of their critics dare speak with any confidence of an 
alternative outlook. 

SOCIALISTS AND ANCIENT CHRISTIANS. 

Standing, as I do, before you, and speaking of the So
cialist movement, I feel something as a possible ancient in
carnation of myself might have felt standing before an audi
ence of cultured and refined persons in Rome at the end 
of the first century, trying to talk to them of the Chri,;
tians. For, as soon as the word "Socialism" is pronounced 
the average person thinks of something subterranean, some-
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thing fantas,tic, a mixture of a lovely dream and a dynamic 
nightmare; and that is just what the educated Roman 
thought of if any one said "Cllfistian" to him. The average 
Roman of culture and refinement looked with aversion upon 
the Christians as underminers and overthrowers of the ex
isting social order and institutions, just as today the same 
kind of person looks upon the Socialists as workers towards 
some cataclysmic horror. 

The resemblance goes further. Even as the disrepu
table Christians were at that moment the potential lorda 
of the future, so may at this moment be tbe despised So
cialists; and for parallel reasons. The Christians had the 
future because they were the only set of men possessed of 
a clea.r and passionate conviction in the midst of a tumultu
ous world of weltering half-beliefs and of cruel selfishnes;;; 
today it is likely that the Socialists have the future, because 
the world of today is a tumultuous sea of half-held beliefs, 
and of the cross purposes of the self-seeking powerful; and 
the Socialists are the only compact body of meu in sight 
who know what they belie1e and what they are resolved on. 

Further runs the parallel ; the Christians succeeded be
cause the doctrine they preached was one which had an irre
sistible fascination for the masses in the promise it held 
out to them of a world of bliso:; close by, only separated from 
them by tbe easy door of martyl'dom; the Socialists, it seems, 
must prevail because their doctrine has an irresistible at
traction for the masses of today-promi:3ing, as it does, a 
surcease of sordid struggle--with only one door to pass be
fore entering upon that better state-the door of a triumph
ant election. 

How the history of these times to be written by and 
by will speak of the Socialists may, perhaps, be guessed 
from what the venerabla German historian, Mommsen, said 
of them a year or two since: "Today this is the only great 
party which has a claim to political respect." 

NO PRODUCT; NO INCOME. 
Supposing, then, that the Socialist:.~ have read truly the 

subconscious mind of the proletariat which is to fix the 
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ways of the future community-let us go on to ask what 
those ways are to be? What, first, is to be the standard 
of right and justice? To this, the Socialists say that th~ 
workers' l.aw will be: "No product, no income;" that every 
man must be a producer, or be actually useful to the pro
ducers, or else be scorned and denied share in the product. 
Ona puff of the giant's breath will blow away all that fine 
mechanism of law and business through which we now mulct 
the product of the worker on all sides under such guises a..> 
rent, interst, profit, fee and salary. The only citizenship 
held honorable will be economic citizenship~omradeship 
in production and in the sharing of product. 

If in this attempt to read the social mathematics of 
the times I have read aright, it appears that the working 
class are to be our masters! Let us hope they will be good 
to us. After all they will demand no more of us than the 
Northern states demanded of the Southern-to come in and 
be one with them on equal terms. We of the "cultured" 
and business classes will have to go into the game on the 
new condition-the condition of being useful to the work
ers-or else will have to get out of the game. In the latter 
case we shall, of course, have to get off the ground where 
the great co-operative machine is working. I see in fancy 
the bulk of us shipped to some island- clerks, ministers, 
professors, storekeepers, bankers, lawyers, insurance men, speo
ulators, gentlemen all-and there, without any producers to 
make a living out of, trying to get salaries or profits out of 
one another. 

This discussion ought to be summed up in a conclud
ing definition; but Socialism is a living phenomenon, and, 
like all live things, eludes definition. A live thing can be 
viewed at so many di:ffernt angles, and, besides, it _changes . 
so insensibly from moment to moment, that to sit down 
and make an all-around definition of it is a task nearly 
hopeless. The militant movement of todn:y known !ls Social
ism I should define from the point of view of this present 
faeatment as follows: 
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MILITANT SOCIALISM. 

:Militant Socialism is the attempt to formulate the sense 
of justice and the will of the working class; fur ther, i t 
is the doctrine that that will ought to be, and must be, 
and will be, the scheme of life of civilized mankind in the 
near future. The humble origin of this doctrine makes it 
hard for the educated classes to grasp its intellectual wor
thiness; and the seeming fact that the doctrine is against 
the interests of the educated classes makes it hard for theP1 
to see its moral worthiness. Hence not many of the edu
cated can be counted on to rally around the standard of 
Socialism; and here again we may find a close parallel with 
the early days of Christianity. It was said then: "Not 
many wise men, not many mighty, not many noble are called; 
but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to COJ!.
found the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of 
the world to confound the things which arc mighty; and 
base things of the world, and things which are despised, 
hath God chosen, yea, and thin::;> which are not, to bring t0 
nought things that are." 

The record of the Gospels, especially the Gospel of 
Luke, suggests, to those who will read it over without bia::;, 
a view of the Carpenter of Nazareth very different from the 
traditional view. There are many such students who holc1 
that he was a thorough going proletarian, and that one large 
section of his religion has been ignored from the start by 
the ecclesiastical machines which have claimed to represent 
him, and that the social ;justice and universal brotherhood 
which he proclaimed can come only as a sequel to the up
rising of the working class. 

The next question we ask of the Socialists is how this 
fine canon of justice is to be put into action- in what way 
is industry to be carried on? The answer of the Socialists 
is that that will be the affair of the experts who will have 
it in hand when the time comes. The proletariat, familiar 
with machinery and with its exact sequence of effect from 
appliance, reverent also of science, will entrust to scientific 
men the direction of its processes, precisely as now do the 
11tockholders of a corporation. There is now developing 1n 
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various parts of the world- notably in England and Bel

gium- a. science of co-operation, which i:> producing a corps 

of specialists in that best and finest of all sciences, and an 

army of workers disciplined in applying it. And it is to 

such trained hands that the task will be entrusted of replac

ing our present antiquated, clumsy, indirect processes of pro

duction and distribution by a simple direct process. 

At this point it is likely that some one is thinking, 

"A moment ago you called our present system a :fine mech

anism and now you call it a clumsy process." Well, it is 

either-according to the point of view. As a machine for 

abstracting from the worker the largest possible share of 

his product-mainly in insensible ways-it is a marvel of 

ingenuity and effectiveness, while, on the other hand, looked 

at with regard to its economic function, its contribution to 

human welfare, its only true reason for existence-which i~ 

the production of the largest possible volume of useful ?om

modities and the distribution of these commodities as widely 

and as evenly as possible-it is a rude and olumsy. machine. 

The experts in co-operation whom the dominant prole

tariat will place in charge of affairs will certainly abolish 

this absurd system; their problem will be to devise, or rather 

discover, the new, direct, co-operative process. It will also 

be their task to arrange the transition from the old t? the 

new with such precision that no di8astrous jar shall ~nter

vene. The case is like that of replacing an old railroad 

bridge by a new-as we have seen it done he~e in N ~wa~·k; 

the new bridge built and ready, but the trams contmmng 

to cross the old on schedule to a certain moment of a cer

tain day, when the new is slipped into place, the old drawn 

away, and the trains run on without stop or delay. 



64 Wayland's .Monthly. 

INDEX. 
PAGB 

Adams, J ohn, Dellnltlon of Slavery ...... . . .. .. ... . . . . . . .. . . •. .. . . 
America, Nation of Tenants .. .. .... . ............. . . ... . . . . .. . . . 
.Atlanta Constitution, Negro Slavo l'r lYlleges . ... . . .. ..... ... .. . . 
Bath Tubs Among Poor . ...... . . . .. . . . ... . .. . . . .... .. .. . ....... . 
Better Way, The . . . . . .. ... .............. . ..... .. ..... . . . .... . : 
Cause of Idleness . • . . ... .•.. . ... . ... . ... . ....•. .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . . 
Cause of Idleness, Dlafram . • • . .•• . . .. ... . . .. .. . . .. . . ... . .. . . . . 
Charity In New York Cl y, .Tacob Riis . . ...... . .... . .. .. .. . ... .. . . 
Chlld Workers • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . ..... . 
Closed Shop, The .• . ... . • • . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . ... . .. . .... . .. . . . .. . . . 
Death Rate .\mong the Poor ..... . .. . . . . . . . . .. . .... . . . . . .. . .... . 
Destruction ot Home ..•• • . •• • • .. .. . • . . . . ... • • .. .. . . .. . . . . . .... 
Distribution of Wealth In United States .......... . ... . . ...... . .. . 
Dr11nkenness ••. •• . . .. . . .......... ... ... .. . . •.... . . . .. . .... . .. 
Fllfect of Machinery • .... . . . ..... . . . . .... . .. . . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . 
Elfect of Machinery ....... .... .. .... ... .. .... ....... .... .. .. .. 
Farmer Homes ••..••.... . .. . .... . . . .... .. . •... ... .. .... . . . .. . . 
Famlly Lite of Worker . . ... . ... . . . .. ... ....... . . . ..... . . .. . .. . . 
B'ree Homes • • . . •. .. . • . . ...• •• . • • • • .•. . . .... . ... . ... . . .. .. . .. 
Hanna, Senator, Two Jobs for Every Man ..... . . . .. . .• . .• . • . .. . .. 
Hand and Machine Labor . • .• • • • .. . . . ...• ••••• • • .•••• • • • ••. •• •• 
Hanger, C. W., Reason for Suppressing Eighteenth Annual Labor 

Report •• . . •.. ••... •. .••.. . . ••• • • • •......... . ... . . . .. . .. . 
Homes, Mortgaged, Rented, Owned and Free . . ..... . . .. . .. . . .. .. . . 
Houses for Poor . •..• • •.. . ... . . . . . . • .. . . . .. .. . . . . . . . .. .. . .. . ... 
How the Worker Spends His Money ........ . . . ... ..... .. .... . . . 
H•w the Workingmen Live ....... . ........ . .... . . ... . . .. . . . . . . 
Hobson, John . • .•• . ••..• .. .. .. • • .. .. . . .... . .. . .. .... . . . . . . ... 
Hunter, Robert, Sanitary Condltlolls •.............. . ........... . . 
Hunter, Robert, Homes of Poor . • • . .... .. . . . ... .. . . .. . . .. . .. . .. . . 
Increase In Production ...... . . . . • . •• . .. . .. . ... ... ... .. .. ... . .. . 
Increase Hired and Encumbered llomes ....... . ... . ...... . . .. . . . . . 
Ineome of Workers • • . . . .... . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . 
Income Under Socia lism . .. . ... ... .. . . . ............... . . . .. ... . . 
J ones, Pro! . .. • . .. • •. . . . . ... . .. . .• .• . .. • . .•. ...... . . . ......... 
I.eather Industry, Skilled Labor vR. Mnchluery . .. . . • ... . .. . . . . . . . . 
Liquor and Tobacco . . . .. .. . . . . . . . ..... . . .. . ............. . ... . 

~:::,~~;: J:~;:e:er ·ce~i ·or.· iiome~ ·owne(i. 'Iieiiie<i,· ?.ior'tgageci : : : : : : 
Owner ship of Homes In American Cities .. .. . .............. . .. . . 
Pope Leo XIIl-"The Slavery nf the Workers," . . . . ..... . .... . .... . 

-:i:1~8:s ~~~~~. : : : : :::::::::::::: ::: :: : :::: :: :::: :: :: : : : :::::: : 
Scope of Eighteenth Annual Labor Report . ............... . .. . . . . 
Sickness, What the Workers Spend ... . .......... . . . ......... . .. . 
Tenure of Homes •. ..... . . . ... ........................ . .. . . ... 
Unemployed, Census 1890 and 1900 ...... . ... . ..... • ............. 
Ullemployed, by Occupations ... . . .. .. ... ............. . ........ . 
Unemployed, Census of 1890 and 1000 ... . . ..... . ............... . . 
Unemplmed, The United States Census Statist ics ........ .... . . .. . 
United tates Census, 1900, Diagram-Homes ............ . . . .... . 
Wages Under Capitalism . . . .. . .. .... . . . ... . .. . ... .....•• . ... . . 
Weeks, Most Interesting Phenomena of the Twentieth Century .. ... . 
;hykr'en are Unemployed-Diagram .......... . ... .. . . . . .. . .. .. . . 

or ngmen'1 Hom-Diagram . ... . ............. . ...... .. . .. . • 

8 
49 
27 
38 
89 

9 
11 
47 
26 
13 
26 
19 
52 

9 
15 
40 
•49 
86 
19 
·"! 
50 

8 
49 
as 
89 
et 
15 
u 
~· 43 
28 
29 
45 
81 
15 
82 
19 
20 
43 

8 
19 
88 

7 
81 
19 
l'i6 
ISll 

8 
6 

21 
42 
IST 
16 
18 



bor 

l'AOB 
8 

49 
27 
88 
89 

9 
11 
47 
26 
13 
a6 
19 
52 

9 
15 
40 
•49 
86 
19 
'I 

GO 

8 
49 
BS 
89 
et 
15 
10 . . ,. 
43 
28 
29 
45 
81 

• . 15 
82 
19 
20 
4!1 

8 
. . 19 
. . 83 

7 
81 
19 

. . 116 
• . GS 

8 
0 

21 
42 

. . 57 

. . 16 

. . 18 

r·····:····· ....................... , ...... . 
f?I The I? 
r····1 Question ..... . 

I I This is fu~~~ a 6~~~ 
I
. I pamphlet containing 125 questions 

;f about Socialism put to the editpr of 
+ the Appeal from time to time by 
t its readers. 
+ Each question is answered briefly £ and to the point, and the matter 

t t is selected so as to cover the whole • 
+ J: subject of Socialism in short arti- • 

t t cles easily read and understood by 
..- +anyone. 

t The pamphlet is growing in favor 
I with the comrades, and the lively 

aganda purposes. Neatly printed 
with colored covers. 

Price, Postpaid : 

I 
. Sinale copy toe, twelve for $1.00, 

a hundred for $5.00 • ............ 

I .~ Appeal to Reason, 
Girard, Kansas. 

M•Htt+++++++++++++oS•++>t ++:<+ 11<'11Ht+H+++++tH 



SOCIALIST PROPAGANDA PAMPHLETS 
YOU can procure at the lowest retail prtce, postpaid to you. 1101 book on 

Socialism, l!lclence or EconomlCI from t he App~al to Rea<>on. no matter 
where or by whom published. In addition to carrying complete 11tocks o! 11ucb 
boots ot other concerns we are publishers of Socialist Propaganda Books and 
Pampbleta ot wide 1cope and variety. 

IS-CllN'l' PAMPBLJllTS 
B'or Distribution $2.110 per hundred ; 

• $22.110 a thou1ud. 
A Conversation With You. 
The l!loctallet View of the Labor 

Question. 
A Prl,mer on SOclalllllD, Clemene. 
The Story of the Hollie Hagul.rea, by 

George B. Shoat. 
What Lift M.eans to M.e, by Jack 

London. 
What Lite Hean• to M.e, by Upton 

Slnelalr. 
A. Christian View ot Socialism. 
A keply to Fairbanks. 
The Buman Body a. Co-operative 

Commonwealth. 
The 8rowth of Socialism. 
Why White Rlbboner1 Shtmtd Be So-

cialists. ' 
Science and l!oclallsm, bJ C. JI'. 

Dlght, M. D. . 
A Little Sentimental Roclal11m. 
The .American Hovement. 
Tl:e Capltall11t Claaa. 
The Class Struggle. 
The Communist Hanlfesto. 
Soclal111m and the Farmers. 

t~~~~ti:!0!n~~ H~~1~11'8et It. 
\Vlif'_ the Church Opposes Socialism. -
Tlfe Wrongs of Capitalism. 
Mtithods of Acquiring Possession. 
Patching the Old Garment. 

! ""Confessions of a Drone, by ;Joseph 
k'· Medill Pattel'llOD. 

The Proletariat. 
The Socialist Primer. 
The above list (one each) 71> eeats. 

10-CENT PAM:PBLilTS 
For Dl11trlbutlon $1>.00 a buudred : 

$46.00 a thousand. 
The Story ot the Red fl'lal(. 
tou Ret&lners, Shent. 
Womuhood and Social Justice. 
IC'lle APostate : .A Parable ot Child 

Labor. 
,Jim and Jame&. 
A Plea tor Socialism. 
Socialist RPadlngs aud Recttatlon1. 
Socialism and Child Labor. 
B'lnnegan's Cigar Store. 
Ghosts Banlslied. 
The Ideal Republic. 
From Star Dtist to Soclallem~ 
The Polltlcal l!lconQm;r ot Jesus. 
Prlncl19le1' and Program, ot Socialism. 
The Question Box. 
Some Suppressed Intormatlon. 
Unionism and Socialism. 
Trying to Cheat God. I 
What's s o and What 1u·t. -
Entire llat ot 10c books (one each) 

s1.oo. 

Darrow'• t!lpeecb In the Haywood 
cue, i3 cents each, $10 a hundred. 

CLOTH BOOK'.8. 
Re 8earlet-8hadow, b:r Walter Burt, 

$1.ISO. 
A Captain of Industry, b:r Upto" 

Blnclalr, $1. 

The Soclal11t Watch Charm. $2.00. 
Party Buttons, 21> cents a dozen. 
American Circus Leaftet11, 10 cents a 

hundred. 
Center-Shot Leaftets, packages of 500, 

ueorted, l>O cents. 
Wall Portrait of Marx, 10 cents. 
Red 8tlckers, $1.00 a thousand . . 

Will make no de lnxe books, bound In limp leather and hand-toole<'J, Intended 
to ornament the parlor tables ot the Idle. Our books are tor people With 

brains and those who use them. Built for economic bu1ln~. they are Curable 
a11d are Intended to pleroe the eldes of Capitalism. 

Girard, 
Appeal to Reason, 

•O• Kansas. 



~----------------mr· 

) 

Price 10 cents. Per Year 50 cents 

Entered at Girard, Kan888, postoftlce as second-class mail matter 

No. 100. Girard, Kan., September, 1908. J. A. Wayland, Publisher 

Labor Rulings 
and Injunctions 

,., 
u ·' 

The Leading Decisions That Have Been Direct~ .j; 
Against the Working Clas,s. :r: (j) .l 

,:)" rn - . 
The Federal Law on Conspiracy. -i ~ :0 

)> ~ ~ 
:r )> c 
-< 4 ;a 

PRICES: ======== 
Sin&Je Copy, 10 <*!la; 100 or more to one addreN, $5.00 a hundred 

(J) :z 
0 -l 
~o 

+ 



Dells: 
His Life, 
Writings 
and 
Speeches. 

With a Department of 
Appreciations. Over 500 
Pages. Six inches wide 
by nine inches long. JI. 
lustrated. 

The Tr11e History of the Pullman Strike, the Great Northern Strike and other great battl•s between Labor and Capital, is graphically t old in this work as only Eugene V. Debs can t•ll it. 
No American Voter and especially if he be a workingman, can afford to neglect this fascinaling story of Unionism and Socialism, by a Presidential Candi· date. A valuable addition to any library. 
Debs, the Greatest Labor Leader of Modern Times. 
A complete BIOGRAPHY by Debs' life-long friend and co-worker in Socialism -Stephen Marion Reynolds. WRITINGS by Mr. Debs on "'How I Became a Socialist," ""The Federal Government and the Chic•1>0 Strike," and scores of other subjects of interest to the workingman; SPEECHES by Mr. Debs on "Liberty." '"fhe Soc alist Part, and the Working Closs," and other oratorical gems, as well as "THE PRESIDENTIAL ISSUE OF 1908." APPRECIATIONS by J . A. Wayland. Eugene•· ield, J ames Whitcomb Riley, Edwin Markham, Bartholdi and other worldr enowned men. 

Without Guile: ""No man ever looked into the frank. blue eyes of Eugene V. Debs but felt the thrill of seeing the open soul of a man without guilt."-J. A. Wayl•nd. 
liugene V. Debs: "This is one of the greatest names of the century. No one-not even a political enemy-has ever said that Debs is not sincere to the core of his heart."-Edwin Markham. 

Prices• Fine Silk Cloth. Emblematic Des ign in Gold and White Leaf ...... $2.00 • • Leather, Half Morocco, Design /\II Gold Loaf, Plain Edges........ 2. 7 5 Quantity Prices to Agents and Dealers: Five or more copies Cloth Edition at $1,26 pe" copy. One hundr<ld copies Cloth Edition, f. o, b, Girard or Chicago, $100.0J. Send all orders to the 
APPEAL TO REASON, Girard, Kansas 

La 

Tl 

or me 

Unite 
the ac 
liable 

ment 
pris01 

[It 
junctiOJ 



s: 
e, 
jg 
~ 

~s. 

ent of 
•r 500 

wide 
g. II-

rike and 
s work as 

afford to 
•I Candi· 

ttes. 
;ocialism 
a Social
.her sub
"·" "The 
1 wellas 
i!ayland. 
•r world · 

Eugene 
"-J .A. 

1ry. No 
the core 

.$2.00 
. 2.75 
?s Cloth 
irard or 

nsas 

Labor Rulings and Injunctions 

THE LEADING DECISIONS THAT HA VE 
BEEN DIRECTED AGAINST THE 

WORKING .CLASS. 

The Federal Law on Conspiracy. 
Section 5440, Revised Statutes, is as follows: " If two 

or more persons conspire to commit. an offense against the 
United States, and one or more parties do any act to effect 
the action of the parties to such conspiracy, they shall be 
liable to a penalty of not more than $10,000 or to imprison
ment for not more than two years, or to both fine and im
prisonment in the discretion of the court.'' 

[It is under this lnw that most of the decisions a gainst union labor and in
junctions against strikers were brought about.) 



General Order Under Which Federal 
Troops Shot Down Strikers Dur ... 

ing the A. R. U. Strike 
in 1894. 

Issued under application of Grosscup and Woods, federal judges ot 
Chicago, to Richard Olney, attorney general, who, atter consultation with 
President Cleveland, had the war department Issue this order. 

m MOB forcibly resisting or obstructing the execution of the 
laws of the United States, or attempting to destroy property 
belonging to or under the protection of tbe United States, is 
a public enemy. Troops called into action against such a 

mob are governed by the general regulations of the army and mili
tary tactics in respect to the manner in which they shall act to 
accomplish the desired end. It is purely a tactical question in what 
manner they shall use the weapons with which they are armed
whether by the fire of musketry and artillery or by the use of t he 
bayonet and saber or by both, and at what stage of the operations 
each or either mode of attack shall be employed. This tactical ques
tion must necessarily be decided by the immediate commander of 
the troops according to his best judgment of the situation and the 
authorized drill regulations. 

"In the first stage of an insurrection, lawless mobs are fre
quently commingled with great crowds of comparatively innocent 
people, drawn there by curiosity and excitement, and ignorant of 
the great danger to which they are exposed. Under such circum
stances the commanding officer should withhold the fire of his troop3, 
if possible, until timely warning has been given to the innocent to 
separate themselves from the guilty. Under no circumstances are 
the troops to fire into a crowd without the order of the commanding 
officer, except that single sharpshooters selected by the command
ing officer, may shoot down invidua.l rioters who have fired upon or 
thrown missiles at the troops. 

".As a general rule, the bayonet alone should be used against 
mixed crowdi in the first 1tages of a revolt. But as soon as suffi
cient warning has been given to enable the innocent to separa.te 
.themselves from the guilty the action of the troops should be gov
erned solely by the tactical considerations involved in the duty they 
are ordered to perform. They are not called upon to consider how 
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great may be the losses inflicted upon the public enemy, except to 
make their blows so effective as to promptly suppress all resistance 
to lawful authority, and to stop the destruction of life the moment 
lawless resistance has ceased. Punishment belongs not to the troops, 
but to the courts of justice." 

A Few lnjunetions Against Labor. 

OPINIONS OF "INJUNCTION TAFT." 
REFUSING TO IIAUL CARS A CONSPIRACY. 

T. A. A. & N. M. Railroad v. Pennsylvania Co. et al., 54 Fed. 
Rep., 730 (April 3, 1893). "A combina tion to induce and pro
ClU"e the officers of a common carrier or corporation subject to 
the provisions of the Interstate Commerce Act, and its locomo
tive engineers to refuse to receive, handle and haul interstate 
freight from another like common carrier, in order to injure the 
latter, is a combination or conspiracy to commit a misdemeanor 
described by section 10 of the Interstate Commerce Act, and if 
any person engaged in it does an act in furtherance thereof, all 
combining to the purpose are guilty of criminal conspiracy as 
defined in section 5440, Revised Statutes."-Taft, Circuit Judge. 

QUITTING WORK IS CRIMINAL. 
Same (April 3, 1893). "But it is said that it cannot be 

unlawful for an employe to threaten to quit or actually to quit 
when not in violation of his contract, because a man has the in
alienable right to bestow his labor where he will and to withhold 
his labor as he will. Generally speaking this is true, but not 
absolutely. If he uses the benefit which his labor is or will be 
to another, by threatening to withhold it or agreeing to bestow 
it, or by actually withholding it or bestowing it for the purpose 
of inducing, procuring, or compelling another to commit an un
lawful or criminal act, the withholding or bestowing his labor 
for such a purpose is in itself an unlawful and criminal act."
Taft, Circuit Judge. 

I venture to think that one evil which has not attracted the 
attention of the community at large but which is likely to grow 
in importance as the inequality between the poor and the rich in 
owr cWilization is studied, is the delay im the adminstration of 
justice betwee-ii indWiduals.-W. H. Taft, before Virginia Bar 
Association. 
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A SWEEPING INJUNCTION. 
United States ex rel. Guaranty Trust Co. of New Nork v. Hag

gerty et al. (Circiut Court, N. D., West Virginia, J uly 24, 1902.) 
The prayer of this bill is to enjoin and restrain the defendant s 

from entering and trespassing upon the lands and property of the 
Clarksburg Fuel company; and to restr a.in them from going on or 
a.bout the said company's tipples, t racks, or other property, together 
or individually, so long as they a.re not in the employment of said 
company for the purpose of unlawfully preventing said company's 
employes in engaging and remaining in its employment ; that the 
clefendn.nt s, a.nd each of them, be enjoined and restrained from as
sembling, congregating, or camping at or near the plants, mines, and 
places of business of the said company's property, or at or near 
the residences of the said employes, and the paths and roads travel~d 
by the siiid employes in going to and returning from their work 
for the plll·pose of preventing the employes of the Clarksburg Fuel 
company from entering into or continuing in said compa.ny's em
ployment by intimidation, threats, or otherwise, whether by physical 
force or otherwise, and whether by actual threats or otherwise to 
the person, property, or families of the said employes; that they be 
restrained from unlawfully interfering with the management of the 
business of the company; that the defendants, their confederates 
a.nd their associates, be, each and all of them, enjoined from assem
bling together in camp or otherwise, neiir the mines of the company, 
or near the residence of its employes, whereby they would be di~
turbed, ala.nned, or intimidated from working in the mines, and pre
venting them from passing to and from tl:eir houses to the mines, 
or from doing any personal injury to the person of the employes of 
the said compa.ny or others who are desirous of entering into or re
maining in its employment, or interfering in any unlawful way with 
any person who desires to go into and remain in said company's 
employment, and from visiting the houses and places of abode of 
the persons who are in the employ of the company, who are desir
ous of remaining in the employment of t he company, for the pur
pose of prevent ing them by threats, menaces, or actual injury to 
their person or their property, or to the member s of t neir familJ . 
(116 Fed. Rep., 513.) 

Hopkins et al. v. Oxley Stave Co. Circuit Court of Appeals, Eighth 
Ch·cuit-from the Circuit Court of the Unit ed States for the 
District of Kansas-November 8, 1897. No. 789. 

lnjunotiorv-Oons71vracv to Commit Tort- Pa.rties.-The rule is 
as well settled in equity as it if' at law that where a r ight of action 
arises ex delicto the tort may be t rea.ted as joint or several, at the 
election of the injured party. W11ere a conspiracy by t he members 
of certain labor organizations bad been formed to injw·e the busi
ness of a corporation, it was accor dingly held that the corpor ation 
might t reat the tort 9.S joint or seYeral, and maintain a suit against 
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all or against any number of the conspirators, to enjoin them from 
carrying the same into effect. 

Same-UnlaA.ofuZ Conspwacy-Boycott.-The membe!S of two 
labor organizations entered into a combination to compel a manl!
facturer of casks and barrels to discontinue the use of a machine 
for hooping the same. This object was to be accomplished by noti
fying the plaintiff's customers and other persons not to purchase 
machine-hooped barrels, and by inducing the members of all labor 
organizations throughout the country, and persons who were in sym
pathy with them, not to purchase provisions or other commod~ties 
which were packed in machine· hooped barrels. Held: First, that 
the combination in question was an unlawful conspiracy to deprive 
the plaintiff of its right to manage its business as it thought best, 
such as would entitle the manufacturer to recover from the parties 
concerned in the conspiracy whatever damages it had sustained 
thereby; second, that in such a case the test of the right to sue in 
equity was whether the damages occasioned by the conspiracy would 
be irreparable, or whether a proceeding in equity was necessary to 
prevent a multitude of suits-in other words, whl'ther the remedy 
at law was for any reason inadequate; third, that in the case in 
hand the plaintiff was entitled to sue in equity, and that an in
junction to prevent the execution of the conspiracy was properly 
awarded. Steamship Co .. v. McGregor, 23 Q. B. Div., 598, 616; Con
tinental Ins. Co. v. Board of Fire Underwriters, 67 Fed., :no. and 
Manufacturing Co. v. Hollis, 55 N. W., 1119, 54 Minn., 223, dis
tinguished. 

Caldwell, Circuit Judge, dissenting. 
(83 Fed. Rep., 912.) 

In United States Courts. 
.ARBITRATION UNCONSTITUTION.AL. 

Supreme Court of the United States.-In .Adair v. United States 
(decided January 27, 1°908), 208 U. S., 161, the supreme court re
versed a conviction of .Adair and declared the tenth section of the 
arbitration act unconstitutional. 

.Adair had been indicted for discriminating against Coppage, 
a fellow-employe of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad company, 
by discharging Coppage because of his membership in a labor organi
zation, and because he threatened Coppage with loss of employment 
because of his membership in said labor organization. 

The court held that "It was Adair's right-and that right inhered In 
bis personal liberty, and was also a right of property-to serve bis em
ployer as beat he could. so long as he did nothing tbat was reasonably 
forbidden by law as Injurious to tbe public Interests. r.t was the right 
of the defendant to prescribe the terms upon which the services ot 
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Coppage would be accepted., and It wae the right of Coppage to become 
or not, as be chose, an employe of the railroad company upon the 
terms otrered to him." Mr. Cooley, In bis treatise on Torts, p. 278i well 
says: "It Is a part of every man's civil rights that he be left at I berty 
to refuse business relations with any person whomsoever, whether th• 
refusal rests upon reason, or Is the result of whim, caprice, prejudice or 
malice. With his reasons neither the public nor third persons have any 
legal concern. It Is also his right to have business relations with any 
one with whom he can mal<e contracts, and if be Is wrongfully deprived 
of this right by others, he is enti tled to redress." 

In Lochner v. New York, 198 u. s. 45, 53, 56, which Involved the 
validity of a state enactment prescribing certain maximum hours tor 
labor in bakeries. and which made it a misdemeanor tor an employer to 
require or permit an employe In such an establishment to work In excess 
of a given number of hours each day, the court said : "The general right 
to make a contract In relation to bis business Is part of the liberty of the 
Individual protected by the Fourteenth Amendment of the Federal Con
stitution. Allgeyer v. Louisiana, 165 u. s. 578. Under that provision 
no state can deprive any person of life, liberty or property without due 
process of law. The right to purchase or to sell labor Is part of the 
liberty protected by this amendment, unless there are circumstances which 
exclude the right. There are. however, certain powers, existing In the 
sovereignty of each state In the Union, somewhat vaguely termed pollce 
powers. the exact description and limitation <1t which have not been at
tempted by the courts. Those powers, broadly stated and without, at 
present. any attempt at a more specific limitation, relate to the safety, 
health, morals and general welfare of the public. Both property and 
liberty are held on such reasonable condltlone as may be Imposed by the 
governln2 oowP.r of tbP. state In the exercise of those power~. and with 
such conditions the Fourteenth Amendment was not desl1?Ded to Interfere. 

While. as already suggested, the rights of liberty and property guar
anteed by the constitution against deprivation without due process ot law{ 
Is subject to such reasonable restraints as the comman good or the genera 
welfare may require. It Is not within the functions of government
s t least In the absence of contract between the parties-to compel any 
person In the course of bis business and against his will to accept or 
retain the personal services of another, or to compel any person, against 
bis wlll. to perform personal services for another. The right of a 11.er
son to sell his labor upon such terms as he deems proper Is, in Its essence, 
the same as the right of the purchaser ot labor to prescribe the con
ditions upon which he wlll accept such labor from the person otrerlng to 
sell It. So the right of the employee to quit the service of the employer, 
for whatever reason, Is the same as the right of the employer, for what
ever reason. to dispense with the services of such employee. It was tbt 
'egal right of the defendant Adair-however unwise such a course might 
have been-to discharge Coppage because of his being a member of a Jabot 
organization. as It was the legal right of Coppage, If he saw fit to do so-
b<>wever nowise such a course on his part might have been-to quit the 
service In which be was engaged. because the defendant employed some 
persons who were not membe1·s of a labor organization. In all such par
ticulars the emplover and the emplove have eq11Pllty of rle:ht. and an:v 
leglslatlon which disturbs that equallty Is an arbitrary Interference with 
the liberty of contract which no government can legally justify In a tree 
land. These views find support In adjudged cases, some of which are 
cited In the margin.• Of course. If the parties by contract fix the period 
of service, and prescribe the conditions upon which the contract may be 

•People v. Marcus, 185 N. Y. 257; National Protection Asso. T· Cum
mings. 170 N. Y. 315; Jacobs v. Cohen 183 N. Y. 207; State v. Julow, 120 
Mo. 16a: State v. Goodwill, aa W. Va. 17fJ: Gillespie v. People, 188 Ill. 
176: State v. Kreutzberg. 114 Wis. 530: Wallace v. Georgia, c. & N. R'y 
C'o., 94 Georgia. 7R2: Hundley v. L. & N. R. R. Co., 105 Ky. 162; Brew
ster v. Miller's Sons & Co., 101 Ky. 858; N. Y. &c. R. R. Co. T . Schatrer, 
65 Ohio, 414 ; Arthur v Oakes, 63 Fed. Rep. 310. 
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terminated, such contract wouJd control the rights of the parties as be· 
tween themselves, and for any violation of those provisions the party 
wronged would have his appropriate civil ac~lon. And It may be-but 
upon that point we express no opinion-that m the case of a labor con
tract between an employer engaged In Interstate commerce and his em· 
ploye Congress could make It a crime for either party without sufficient 
or jJst excuse or notice to disregard tbe terms of such con tract or to 
refuse to perform It. In the absence, however, of a valid contract be
tween the parties controlling their conduct towards each other and fixing 
a period of service, It cannot be, we repeat, that an employer is under 
any legal obligation, against his will, to retain an employe in bis personal 
service any more than an eroploye can he compelled, against his will. to 
1·emaln in the personal service ot another. So far as this record discloses 
the facts the defendant, who seemed to have authority In the premises. 
did not agree to keep Coppage In service for any particular time, nor did 
Coppage agree to remain in such service a moment longer than he chose. 
The latter was at liberty to quit the service without assli::nlng any reason 
for his leaving. And the defendant was at liberty, in his discretion, to dis
charge Coppage from service wlthOut giving any reason for so doing. 

• • • • • • • • • 
As the relations and the conduct of the parties towards each other 

was not controlled by any contract other than a general employment on one 
side to accept the services of the employe and a general agreement on thP 
other side to render services to the employer-no term being fixed for 
the continuance of the employment-('onzress could not. con~lstPntl:v with 
the Fifth Amendment, make It a crime against the United States to dis
charge the emp!oye because of ll!s being a member of a labor organization. 

• • • • • • * 
Manifestly, any rule prescribed for the conduct of Interstate com

merce. In order to be within the competency of Congress under its power 
to regulate commerce among the States, must have some real or sub· 
stantlal relation to or connection wl th the commerce regulated. But what 
possible legal or logical connection Is there between an employe's mero· 
bershlp In a labor organization and the carrying on of Interstate com· 
merce? Such relation to a lal>or organization cannot have, In Itself and 
in the e:ve of the law, any bPnrlng upon the commerce with which the 
employe Is connected by his labor and services. Labor associations. we as
sume. are ot·l?anlzed for the 1?eneral purpose of lmnrovln.~ or bettering tlw 
conditions and servlnl!' the interests of Its members as wa(!'e camers
nn ob1ect entirely le!!ltlmatc a nd to he commcndP<l rathe\• than condemne'l. 
Bnt surely those associations as labor ore:anlzatlons have nothing to do 
with Interstate commerce as such. One who enS?ai::cs In the service of an 
Interstate carrier will. It must be assumed, faithfully perform his dut:v. 
whether he be a me:nber or not a memher of a labor organization. His 
fitness for the position In which he labors and his diligence In the dis
charge of his duties cannot In law or sound reason depend In any deo:ree 
upon his being or not helne: a member of a lahor ore:anlzatlon. It cannot 
he assn1J1Pd that his fitness Is assured. or his dlll1?ence increased, bv such 
membership. or tbat he Is Jess fit 01· less dtilgent because of his r.ot being 
n member of such an org11nl1atlon. 

A WORK.MAN CONSIDERED "UNDER CONTROL." 
T. A. A. & N. M. Railroad v. Pennsylvania Co. et al.. 54 

Fed. Rep., 746 (March 25, 189~). "An engineer and fireman who 
star~ from Toledo with a train of cars filled with pri.ssengrr~ 
destmed for Cleveland begin that journey under contract to 
drive their engine and draw the cars to the destination agreed 
upon."-Ricks, District Judge. 
SERVING OF INJUNCTION NOTICE Ul:\1NECESSARY. 

In re Lennon, 166 U. S., 548. "To r ender a person amen
able to an injunct ion it is neither necessary that he should have 
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been party to the suit in which the injunction was issued nor 
to have been actually served with a copy of it, so long as he 
appears to have had actual notice."-Brown, J.; no dissent. 

THE BOYCOTT Ul\TLA WFUL. 
Thomas v. -cincinna.ti New Orleans & Texas Pacific Railway 

Company, 62 Fed. Rep., 804. Maliciously inciting employes of 
a receiver to leaYe his employ in pursuance of an unlawful 
combination to prevent the operation of the road is contempt of 
court. Combination of railroad employes compelling railroads 
to cease using cars of certain owners thereof by quitting, thereby 
inflicting upon them great injury, is a boycott and an unlawful 
combination. 

THE BLACK LIST LAWFUL . 
New York, Chicago & St. Louis Railroad Company v. Sch~:f

fer, 65 Ohio, 414. (Jan. 21, 1902.) Master is under no legal 
obligation to give to his discharged servant a statement of his 
service showing whether or not it was satisfactory. Railroad 
may lawfully refuse to continue in its employ a person who has 
engaged in a strike affecting its interest. 

A STRIKE IS UNLA WFUJ_,, 
United States v. Cassidy et al., 67 Fed. Rep., 698. ( 1895.) 

A strike, or a preconcerted quitting of work, by a combination 
of railroad employes, is, in itself, unlawful, if the concerted 
action is lmowingly and wilfully directed by the parties to it 
for the purpose of obstructing and retarding the passage of the 
mails, or in restraint of trade and commerce among the states. 

THE BOYCOTT ENJOINED. 
Buck Stove and Range Co. v. The American li'ederation of 

Labor, et al. (Vol. XXXV Wash. Law Reporter 797, Dec. 17, 1907). 
Injunction granted restraining defendants from declaring, threaten
ing or maintaining a boycott. 

EFFORT TO UNIONIZE SHOP UNLAWFUL. 
Loewe et al. v. Lawlor et al., 208 U. S. 274. (February 3, 1908). 

Combinations of labor organizations to compel a maufa.cturer whose 
goods are sold in other states, to unionize his shop is a combination 
in restraint of interstate commerce within the meaning of the Anti
trust Act, and therefore unlawful. 

CONTRACT WORK TO UNION HOUSE IS VOID. 
State v. Toole, 26 Mont. 22. Contract entered into by the ac

ceptance of a bid for public work, tendered pursuant to an adver
tisement limiting the right to bid to persons employing or who will 
in the future employ union labor only, is void. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL TO DISCHARGE A MAN FOR BELONGING 
TO A UNION. 

William Adair v. United States, 208 U. S. 161. (January 27, 
1908). An act of congress making it a crime for an agent of an 
interstate carrier to discharge a;n employe from service simply 
because of his membership in a labor organization is unconstitutional. 

CONSTITUTIONAL TO REQUIRE MEN TO LEAVE UNION. 
People ·v. Harry Marcus, 185 N. Y., 257. (May 25, 190!!.) A 

statute providing that a person shall not make the employment or 
the continuance of an emplpyment of a person conditional upon the 
employe not joining or becoming a member of a labor organization 
is unconstitutional. 

UNION LABOR HAS NO RIGHT TO CONDUCT A STRIKE. 
(INJUNCTION.) 

Alfred W. Booth & Bro. v. Burgess et al., 65 At!. Rep. 226. 
(November 22, 1906.) An employer is entitled to an injunction to 
restrain the officers of a labor union from directing or inducing by 
threats, etc., the non-union employes to strike. 

U:N'LAWFUL TO INDUCE NON-UNION MEN TO QUIT WORK. 
(INJUNCTION.) 

Enterprise Foundry Company v. Iron Moulders' Union, 112 N . 
W., 685. (July 1, 1907.) Court of equity will issue an injunction 
to restrain members of a labor union from intimidating employer's 
non-union employes, and thereby inducing them to quit work. 

THE "UNFAIR LIST" FORBIDDEN. 
(INJUNCTION.) 

Wilson et al. v. Hey et al., 232 Ill., 389. (February 20, 1908.) 
An injunction restraining members of a union from putting plaintiffs 
on the "unfair list" was not too broad, when the evidence showed 
that the purpose of the "unfair list" was not merely to notify 
members of the union of the fact that they might withdraw their 
patronage from plaintiffs, but that its purpose and effect was to 
establish a boycott. 

EMPLOYER HAS RIGHT TO BAR OUT UNIONS. 
(INJUNCTION.) 

Flaccu11 v. Smith, 199 Pa. St., 128. An employer who requires 
that his workmen shall not be members of labor unions, and who 
has 1. contract with his apprentices wherein they covenant not to 
join !uch unions, is entitled to an injunction restraining persons 
\~ho have knowledge of these facts from enticing his apprentice• to 
br•k th.ir contract by becomini memben of labor uniollll. 
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UNLAWFUL TO THREATEN A STRIKE. 
John O'Brien v. People ex rel. Kellogg Switchboard & Supply 

Co., 216 Ill., 354. (June 23, 1905. ) Attempt on the part of leaders 
of labor unions to coerce an employer, by threats to order a strike, 
into signing an agreement concerning the conduct of his business 
or the regulation of his relations with his employes is unlawful. 

EFFORT TO UNIONIZE A HOUSE IS UNLAWFUL. 
J. L. Purvis et al. v. Local No. 500, United Brotherhood of Car

penters and Joiners et al., 214 Pa. St., 348. (March 19, 1906.) 
Conspiring of labor union and its members to coerce an employer 
into employing none but union labor by forbidding union workmen 
to work for his or with his goo~s, boycotting him, and threatening 
to drive him out of business, is unlawful. 

THE BOYCOTT IS UNLAWFUL. 
Shine et a l. v. Fox Brothers Manufacturing Company, 156 Fed. 

Rep., 357. (October 19, 1907.) Boycott by labor unions of product 
of non-union factory is unlawful. 

Loewe v. California State Federation of Labor, 139 Fed. Rep., 
71. (July 1, 1905.) It is unlawful for labor organizations to de
clare a boycott against a manufacturer of another state to compel 
him to unionize his business. 

UNIONS LIABLE TO SUITS FOR DAMAGE. 
Lucke v. Clothing Cutters and Trimmers' Assembly, 77 Md., 396. 

(March 16, 1893.) A labor organization which compels an employer 
to discharge non-union men by t hreats to notify a ll labor organi
zations that the employer is a non-union one is liable to action for 
damages by non-union employe. 

THE "CLOSED SHOP" IS ILLEGAL. 
A. R. Barnes & Co. et al. v. Berry et al., 156 Fed. Rep. 72. (Oct. 

21, 1907.) Demand by laborers for a "closed shop," or that no per
son not a member of their union should be employed therein, is 
contrary to public policy. 

UNLAWFUL TO ASK REASONS FOR DISCHARGE. 
Wallace v. Georgia Carolina & Northern Railway Co., 94 Ga., 

732. (June 18, 1894.) A statute compelling corporations to assign 
r~asons for discharging employes is unconstitutional. 

BLAQKLISTING CANNOT BE PROHIBITED. 
State of Wisconsin ex rel. Theodore Zillner v. Louis J . Kreutz

berg, 58 L. R. A., 748. (May 19, 1902. ) A statute forbidding black
listing is unconstitutional. 

MlAINTAINING A ''PICKET" IS UNLA W'FUL. 
Awhieon, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Co. v. Gee et al., 189 
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Fed. Rep., 582. (July 10, 1905.) Maintenance of a "picket" by 
men out of employment by reason either of a strike or lockout, the 
effect of which is to annoy non·striking men by obstructing the 
approaches to their places to work, etc., is unlawful. 

CANNOT LIMIT HOURS OF LABOR BY LAW. 
Holden v. Hardy, 169 U. S., 366. (Feb. 28, 1898. ) .A statute 

limiting hours of labor in smelters is a valid exercise of police 
power of state and constitution. 

Lochner v. York, 198 U. S., 45. (April 17, 1905.) A statute 
limiting the hours of employment in bakeries is not a legitimate 
exercise of police power, and is unconstitutional. 

People v. Orange County Road Construction Co., 175 N. Y., 84. 
(April 28, 1903.) Statute prescribing a penalty for requiring more 
than a certain number of hours of labor from employes engaged in 
performing work for the state is void. 

ANIMUS OF JUDGES IN DECIDING LABOR CASES. 
In Farmers' Loan & T1'ust Co. v. Northern Pacific R. R. Co. et 

al., 60 Fed. Rep., 803 (April 6, 1894) Judge Jenkins delivered him
self of the following expressions of opinion regarding strikes and 
combinations of workingmen: 

"Undoubtedly, in the absence of restrictive contract, workmen 
have the right, by concerted action, to cease work to procure better 
terms of service, no compulsion being used except that incident to 
the cessation, subject, however, to the qualification, at least with 
respect to those employments that directly concern the public wel
fare, .that reasonable notice of the quitting .should be given ; but 
such is not the strike of history. . . . No strike can be effective 
without compulsion and force. That compulsion can only come 
through int imidation. A strike without violence would equal the 
rep!·esentation of .the tragedy of Hamlet with the part of Hamlet 
omitted. .All combinations to interfere with perfect freedom in the 
proper management and conduct of one's lawful business, to dictate 
the terms upon which such business shall be conducted, by means 
of threa.ts or by interference with property or traffic or with t he 
lawful employment of others, are within the condemnation of the 
law. It has been well said that the wit of man could not devi~e 
a !egal. strike, because compulsion is the leading idea of it. A 
stnke is necessarily a conspiracy to extort by violence, the means 
employed ~o effect the end being not only the cessation of labor by 
the consp1!·a~ors, but the necessary prevention of labor by t hose 
who are willmg to assume their places and as a la.at resort and in 
many i1'.stances an essent ial element ~f s~ccess, the disabl

1

ing and 
destruction of the property of the master, and so, by intimidation 
and by the compulsion of force, to accomplish the end designed. l 
kn?w of no pea9eable strike. . . . The strike has become a 
~e~·1ous evil, destructive to property, destructive to individual right, 
lllJurious to the conspirators themselves, and subversive of repub-
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lican institutions. Certainly no court should give encouragement 
to any combination thus destructive of the very fabric of our gov· 
ernment, tending to the disruption of society, and the obliteration of 
legal and natural rights. Whatever other doctrine may be asserted 
by recldess agitators, it must ever r emain the duty of the courts, 
in the protection of society and in the execution of the laws of t he 
land, to condemn, prevent, and publish all such unlawful conspira· 
cies and combinations." 

· Speaking of an employe's right to quit work, Judge Jenkins said: 
"lt is absurd to say that one may do as he will without regard 

to the rights of others. It is not infringement upon individual lib· 
erty to compel recognition of the rights of others. Liberty ' and 
license must not be confounded. Liberty is not the exercise of un· 
bridled will, but consists in freedom of action, having due regard 
to the rights of others. There would seem to exist in some minds 
a lamentable misapprehension of the terms liberty and right . It 
would seem by some to be supposed that in this land one has the 
constitutional right to do as one may please, and that any restraint 
upon the will is an infringement upon freedom of action. Righfa 
are not a.bsolute, but are relative. Rights grow out of duty and 
are limited by duty. One has not the right arbitrarily to quit ser· 
vice without regard to the necessities of that service. His right of 
abandonment is limited by the assumption of that service and the 
conditions and exigencies attaching thereto. . Ordinarily the 
abandonment of ser vice by an individual is accompanied with so 
little of inconvenience and with such slight r esulting loss that it is 
a matter of but little moment when or how he may quit the service. 
But for all that the principle remains, recognized by every judt 
mind, that the quitting must be timely and decent, in view of ex· 
isting conditions." 

In discussing strikes and labor organizations before the New 
York Bar Association, in J anuary, 1893, Justice Brewer, of the 
supreme court of the United States, spoke as follows: 

"The common rule as to strikes is this: Not merely do the 
employes quit the employment, and thus handicap the employer in 
the use of his property, and perhaps in the discharge of duties which 
he owes to the public, but they also forcibly prevent others from 
taking their places. It is useless to say that they only advised; no 
man is misled. When a thousand laborers gather around a r ail· 
road track and sa.y to those who seek employment that they had 
better not, and when that advice is supplemented every little while 
by a terrible assault on one who disregards it, everyone knows that 
something more than advice is intended. It is coercion-force. Tt 
is the effort of the many, by the mere weight of numbers, to com· 

·pel the one to do their bidding. It is a proceeding outside of the 
law, in defiance of the law, and in spirit and effect an attempt to 
strip from one that has that which of legal right belongs to him
the full and undistributed use and enjoyment of his own. It fa1 not 
to be wondered at tht deeds of violence and cruelty attend such 
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demonstrations as these, nor will it do to pretend that the wrong
doers are not the striking laborers, but lawless strangers who 
gather to look on. Were they strangers who made the history of 
the Homstead strike one of awful horror? Were they women from 
afar who so maltreated the surrendered guards, or were they the 
very ones who sought to compel the owners of the property to do 
their bidding? . . . This is the struggle of irresponsible persons 
and organizations to control labor. It is not in the interests of lib· 
erty; it is not in the interest of individua l or personal rights. 1.t 
is an attempt to give to the many a control over the few-a step 
towards despotism. Let the movement succeed, let it once be known 
that the individual is not free to contract for his personal services, 
that labor is to be farmed out by organizations, as today by the 
Chinese companies, and the next step will be a direct effort on the 
part of the many to seize the property of the few." 

In United States v. Haggerty, 116 Fed. Rep., 510, Judge Jackson, 
of the United States district court for the Northern district of 
West Virginia, said: 

"While I recognize the right of all laborers to combine for the 
purpose of protecting all their lawful rights, I do not recognize the 
right of laborers to conspire together to compel employes who are 
not dissatisfied with their work in the mines to lay down their 
picks and shovels and to quit their work without a just and proper 
reason therefor, merely to gratify a professional set of 'agitators, 
organizers and walking delegates' who roam all . over the country 
as agents for some combination, who are vampires that live and 
fatten on the honest labor of the coal miners of the country, and 
who are busybodies creating dissatisfaction amongst a class of peo
ple who are quiet, well-disposed, and who do not want to be dis
turbed by the unceasing agitation of this class of people." 

LABOR AND FARMER UNIONS ILLEGAL. 
Loewe v. Lawlor, 208 U. S., p. 274. "The Anti-Trust Act of 

July 2, 1890, 26 Stat. 209, has a broader application than the pro
hibition of the restraints of trade unlawful at common Jaw. It 
prohibits any combination which essentially obstructs the free flow 
of commerce between the states, or restricts, in that regard, the 
liberty of a trader to engage in business; and this includes re
straints of trade aimed at compelling third parties and str angers 
involuntarily not to engage in the course of interstate trade except 
on conditions that the combination imposes. · 

"A combination may be in r estraint of inter state trade and 
within the meaning of the Anti-Trust Act, althouah the persons 
exercising the restraint may not themselves be engag;d in intrastate 
trad~, a~~ some of the means employed may be acts within a state 
and md1v1d.ually beyond the scope of federal authority, and operate 
to destroy mtrastate trade as interstate trade but the acts must he 
con~idered its a whole. and if the purpoReR ar~ to prPvent intPr!'!tate 
tra.nsportation the plan is open to condemnation under the Anti-

Trust 

tween 
exemr 
recorc 

to COi 

other 
boyco1 
own t 
with 
natior 
ing of 
maint 

K 
V. 001 
merch 
tion d 
ers "sl 
ble pe 
t he p• 
reason 
accept 

Tl 
emplo~ 
other 1 
one or 
kind b 
uncons 
others 

In 
hibltln 
of wa~ 
than h 
and re 
the ho 
their I 
oplnlor 
section 
the COJ 
In a a 
statute 

Tn 
Va. 17 
ers an< 
that ti 



~ \vrong
ers who 
story of 
1en from 
Ghey the 
GY to do 

persons 
;s of lib-
5hts. lt 
-a step 
e known 
services, 
• by the 
t on the 

Jackson, 
1trict of 

for the 
:nize the 
who are 
vn their 
d proper 
gitators, 
country 

live and 
try, and 

of peo
' be dis-

; Act of 
the pro
law. It 
iree flow 
ard, the 
udes re
;trangers 
.e except 

ade and 
persons 

1trastatc 
1 a state 

operate 
must be 

ntE•r!!tate 
he Anti-

W(JJ!fland's Monthly. 17 
Trust Act of July 2, 18$10. Swift v. United Rtates, 196 U. S., 375. 

"The Anti-Trust Act of July 2, 18\JO, makes no distinction be
tween classes. Organizations of farmers and laborers were not 
exempted from its operation, notwithstanding the efforts which the 
records of congress show were made in that direction. 

"A combination of labor organizations and the members thereof 
to compel a manufacturer whose goods are almost entirely sold in 
other states to unionize his shops and on his refusal so to do to 
boycott his goods and prevent their sale in states other than his 
own until such time as the resulting damages force him to comply 
with their demands is, under the conditions of this case, a combi
nation in restraint of interstate trade or commerce within the mean
ing of the Anti-Trust Act of July 2, 1890, and the manufacturer miiy 
maintain an action for threefold damages under Sec. 7 of that act." 

In State Courts. 
PAYMENT IN CHECKS LEGAL. 

Kentucky Oourt of Appeals-Avent-Beattyville Coal Co., App., 
v. Commonwealth of Kentucky. Giving to an employe checks for 
merchandise in advance of pay-day on his own voluntary applica
tion does not violate statute, section 1350, providing that wage earn
ers "shall be paid for their labor in lawful money," provided reasona
ble periods are fixed for making payment, although it is otherwise if 
the periods fixed, even with the consent of the employe, are un
reasonable so that his necessities may force him to apply for and 
accept pay in checks. (December 1, 1894.) 

NOTE I-CONSTITUTIONALITY. 

'I'he power of the legislature to compel employers to pay wages of 
employes In lawful money and to prohibit contracts for payment In an y 
other medium or commodity has not been altogether denied In more than 
one or two decisions. But In several Important cases statutes of this 
kind have been held unconstitutional on the gl'Ound that they made an 
unconstitutional discrimination between the employes atrected thereby and 
others to whom t ile statutes did not apply. 

In State v. Loomis, 21 L. R. A. 789, 115 Mo. 307, a statute pro
lllbltlng mining or manufacturing concerns from Issuing for tbe payment 
of wages any order or other eY!rlences of Indebtedness payable otherwise 
than In lawful money of t~e United States, unless the same le negotiable 
and redeemable without discount In cash or In supplies at the option of 
the holrler. was held void as depriving the employes thereby atrected ot 
their liberty without due process of law. Chief .Ju•tice Black In his 
opinion says: "We place our conclusion on the broad ground that these 
sections of the statute are not dne process of law within the meaning of 
the constitution." This doctrine Is vigorously assailed by Judge Barclay 
In a rll•sPnting opinion. Another ground of the decision was that the 
statute madP an nncon•tltutlonal discrimination between emplo:ves. 

Tn the West Virginia case of State v. Goodwill. 6 L. R. A. 621. 33 w. 
Va. 17!1. It wa• hPlrl not compf'tP.nt for the leglslaturP to "Ingle out own
ers an<'I operators of mlnPs and manufacturer• of ·every kind and provide 
that they should bear burdens not Imposed on other ownera et propertr 
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or emoloyel's of labor, and prohibit them from makinP, contracts which 
it is competent for other ownet·s of pi o,>Ntt y o:- emp.oyers of labor to 
make. And In that case a stat•1te pronlb.ti 11 .~ 1.r , so11s engaged In min
ing and manufacturing from i 'snin ·~ for t •;e , a ym nt of labor any 
ordel' 01' papel' which did not purpol't to !Jr redeemable fo l' Its face value 
in lawful money within thirty days was IJeld unc'Jnstnutlonal. 

As a comoanlon to this case the same court decided that a statute 
prohibiting persons and corporations engaged in mining and maufacturlog 
from seliing any merchandise Ol' supplies fl'Om stol'es to theil' ~mployes 
at a greater per cent of profit than tlJey sell to others was unconst1tutlonal 
as class legislation and au unjust lotel'fel'ence with prl va te contl'acts 
and business. State v. Fire Cl'eek Coal & Coke Co., 6 L. R. A.. 359, 
33 W. Vn. 188. The cOUl't in this case declared that suclJ a statute ls 
"an Insulting attempt to put the Jabol'el' in legislative tutelage which is 
not only degrading to bis manhood, but subvel'sive of his rights as a citi
zen of the United States." 

LikewiM the Iliioois decision In Fl'Ol'er v. People, 16 L. R . .&.. 492, 
141 Jll. 171. held that a statute prohibiting persons or COl'pOl'ations en
gaged in mining or manufacturing to engage in Ol' be lntel'ested In keeping 
Ol' coutroliiog any truck store, shop, or scheme fol' ful'nishlng supplies 
01· g1·ocPrlPs to employes, but which did not apply to those employing 
labore1·s In other branches of business, was In violation of the constitu
tional guaranty that no person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or 
prope1·ty without due vrocess of law. It will be seen that In each of 
the nbove cases In which the statute was held unconstitutional the de
cision was hased in pa1·t at least upon the discrimination between per
sons eoi:aged In dlfl'erent kinds or classes of business. 

Jn the later West Vfrginia case of Peel Splint Coal Co., y. State, 17 
L. R. A. 385, 36 W. Va. 802, the court by equal di vision sustained a 
statute prohibiting any corporation, company, firm, 01· .Person engaged 
in any trade or business f rom paying empioyes In any scnp, token, draft, 
check, or other evi(!ence of indebtedness payable or redeemable other
wlsP. than Jn lawful money. As this case applies to persons engaged in 
aoy trade or business the element of discrimination was lacking and tile 
judges sustaining the law distinguished the decision from the prior West 
Virginia cases on this Jl;round. 

In the Indiana case of Hancock v. Yaden, 6 L. R. A.. 476, 121 Ind. 
366, a statute prohibiting all persons, firms, corporations, etc., engaged In 
mining or manufacturing to pay employes In anything but iawfui money 
ls sustained against objection on the g l'Ound of discrimination as well 
as on the ground that it was an unconstitutional deprh·atioo of the right 
to contract. 

In Shafl'er v. union ~lining Co., of Alleganey county, 5o Md. 74, It 
was assumed that the legislature could enact a law prohibiting a corpora
tion f1'om paying wages otherwise than In lawful money, or making a con
tract for payment lo any other way. 

It will be seen that a very unsettled state of the law exists in respect 
to statutes of this kind. While the decisions against such statutes lo 
every case Involve the element of discrimination or class leglsiatlon this Is 
not sufficient to prevent some of. those decision from· being authority also 
for the doctrine that such statuatory restrictions on the l'ight of con
tract are uncoostlutlonal. The divergence of views among the judges in
dicates the difficulty of the question and the language of many opinions 
strongly emphasizes the i·epugnance to any legislation restricting the 
right of contract In new directions. Yet a review of the gl'eat number of 
Instances in whlcli the right of private contract has long been restricted 
either by express statuatory provision or by judlcfal application of the 
doctrine of public policy shows that the constitutional rights of indi
viduals to make contracts Is so far f1·om absolute that any accurate defini
tion of It might be a surprise to many of those who deny the legislative 
power on the subject. 

As shown in the above case of Avent-Beattyville Coal Co. y. Com., 
ill Kentucky, and possibly In some other states, the constitutional question 
has been settled by an express constitutional provision. 

A statute forbidding an employei· to Impose a fine upon or withhold 
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wages from an employe engaged in weaving. for any imperfection in the 
weaving, ls held in Com. v. l ·erry, H L. H. .o.. ;;2;), J ::;;; Mass. lJ 7 , to be 
a n unconstitutional restriction on i.hc right to make reasonable contracts. 
but the principal ground of th is d<'cision is said in Re llouse Bill ::-lo. u:;o 
post, p---, to be that the s tatu;.c was au attempt '" to compel p~.ymcnt 
under a contract for the price of good worlt when only inferior work was 
done." 

(28 L. R. A. 273, 274.) 

THE RIGHT TO DISCEj.l:(, J,; A UNION MAN. 
Wisconsin Supreme Oou1·t-State of Wisconsin ex rel. Theodore 

Zillmer, Plff. in error, v. Louis J. Kreutzberg. A statute forbidding, 
under penalty, an employer from discharging an employe because 
he is a member of a labor organization violates the constitutional 
guaranty of liberty. (58 L. R. A., 748.) (May 19, 1902.) 

.As already mentioned, recent times have witnessed much Increase in 
legislative activity in the way of Interference with individual conduct, 
and especially with transactions between employer and employe. 'l'he 
views of the courts as to the constitutionality of many such laws are in 
serious contllct, as illustrated by the following decisions : Statute and 
common-law prohibition against conspiracies have generally been held in· 
valid so far as they merely prohibit the empioye from quitting individ· 
ually or in concert with others. Arthur v. Oakes, 25 L. R. A. 4H. 4 
Inters. Com. Rep. 74 4 , 11 C. c . .A. 209, 24 U. s. App. 239, 63 Fed. 310; 
1 Tledman. State and Federal Control of Persons and Property, p. 424, 
where it is said : "No law could deny r;m tMs right without violating 
the constitutional principle of liberty of contract, unless he has been 
engaged to serve for a definite period of time.'' An act forbidding de· 
ductions from wages because of defective work ls held invalid, so far 
as it intP.rferes with the making of contracts for employment, in Com. v. 
Perry, 155 J\Iass. 117, 14 L. R. A. 325, 28 N. E . 1126. Acts regula
ting the time of payment of wages in defiance of contract are held valid 
in Skinner v. Garnett Gold Min. Co. 96 Fed. 735, and in Opinion of the 
Justices, 163 Mass. 589 sub nom. Re House Bill No. 1230, 28 L . R. A. 
344, 40 N. E. 713, but Invalid in Leep v. St. Louis, I. M. & S. R. 
Co. 58 Ark. 407 , 427, 23 L. R. A. 264, 25 S. W. 75, and Braceville Coal 
Co. v. People, 147 Ill. 66, 22 L . R. A. 340, 35 N. E. 02. Acts in 
mining regions requiring that payment shall be based upon coal without 
screening, so far as they prohibit contracts to the contrary. are held 
invalid In Ramsey v . People, 142 Ill . 380, 17 f,, R. A. 853. 32 N. ill. 364. 
and. Re Preston, 63, Ohio St. 428, 52 L. R. A. 523, 50 N. E. 101: valid 
in State v. Wilson, 7 Kan. App. 428, 53 Pac. 371. Acts prohibiting 
payment in orders are held unconstitutional, as Invading the liberty o! 
contract, in State v . Haun, 61 Kan. 140, 47 L . R. A. 309, 59 Pac. 340; 
Frorer v. People use of School Fund. 141 Ill . 1. 71, 16 r,. R . .A. 4!)2, 81 
N. E . 395; State v. Loomis, 115 J\fo. 307, 21 L. R . A. 789, 22 ~· 
W. 350; Godcharles v. Wigeman, 113 Pa. 43l. 6 At\. 354; and valid 
In Dayton Coal & I. Co. v. Barton, 103 Tenn. 604, 53 s. W. 970 ; Harbi
son v. Knoxville Irion Co. 103 'l'enn. 421, 56 L. R . .A. 316, 53 S. w. 955, 
183 u . s. 13, 46 L. ed. 55, 22 Sup . Ct. Rep. 1; also in Hancock v. Yaden, 
121 Ind. 366, 6 L . R. A. 576 23 N. E. 523, but In the last case on the 
ground that the state has the 'right to prohibit the use of anything except 
legal tender to circulate as money. Statutes limiting hours of labor have 
been held invalid. as infringing the right of contract, in Low v. Rees 
Printing Co. 41 Neb. 127, 24 L. R. A. 702. 59 N. w. 362, and Ritchie v. 
People, 155 Ill. 98, 29 L. R. A. 79, 40 N. E. 454, on the ground that 
his labor ls the property of the workingman, and government has no power 
to restrict him in selling it as he deems most to his advantage. Such 
leirlslat!on is held valid in Holden v. Hardy, 169 u. S. 366, 42 L . ed. 780. 
18 Suo. Ct. Rep. 383, with reference to labor in mines, on the ground 
that long hours are prejudicial to health, and therefore within proper 
regulation, under the police power, to preserve the general health. An a ct 
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problbltlng farriers from shoeing horses without first obtaining a license 
Is b~ld uncunstltutlonal In llllnois. Bessette v. People, 193 lll. 334, 56 
L. H. A. 558, 11:.i N. E. 215, 219. 'l'he nearest parallel we have found 
to the act in Question are laws enacted in Missouri and llllnols, nearly 
Identical wltb our law as it existed before the amendment of 1899, 
namely, making criminal attempts to coerce employes against membership 
in labo1· uulons1 by discharge or otherwise. l n state v. Julow, 129 Mo. 
163, :l9 L. R. a. 257, 31 S: \V. 781, such law was held unconstitutional, 
as unduly Invading the liberty of the employer to make or refuse to make 
contt·ncts with wbom be pleased. In tbat case tbe act committed was 
merely dlscbarging an employe, and It was contended that It was pro
hibited by tbe law. 'l'he court said: "If an owner, etc., obeys the law 
on which this prosecution rests, he ls thereby deprived of a right and 
a Jlbe1·ty to contrnct or terminate a contract as all others may. . . . 
We deny the power of the legislature to do this; to brand as an olrense 
that which the constitution designates and declates to be a right, and 
tbe1·e!ore an Innocent act.'' And further: "Nor can the statute escape 
censure by assuming the label of a police regulation. It has none of 
the elements or attributes which pertain to sucb a regulation, for it 
does not, in terms or by implication, promote, or tend to promote, the 
public llenitb, welfure, comfort 01· safety; and, If It did, tbe state would 
not be a llowed, under the guise and pretense of police regulation, to en· 
Cl'Oacll or trample upon any of the just 1·lghts of the citizen, which the 
constitution intended to secure against diminution or abridgement." In Gil· 
lespie v. l'eople, 188 Ill. 176, 52 L. R. A. 283, 58 N. E. 1007, was consid· 
ered a simlla1· act, claimed to be breached by a1scbnrglng an employe be
cause be was n member of a certain labor organization. That court also 
held the net unconstitutional, adopting substantially the views of the Mis
souri court In the preceding case. •rhe court said: "One citizen cannot be 
compelled to gh·e employment to another citizen, nor can any one be 
compelled to be employed against his will. '.l.'he act . . . . now under 
consideration deprives the employer of the right to terminate his con
tract with his cmploye. The right to terminate such a contract 
is guaranteed by the organic law of of the state. 'rhe legislature is 
forbidden to deprive the employer or employe of the exercise of t hat 
right. The legislature bas no authority to pronounce the performance 
of an Innocent net criminal, when the public health, safety, comfort or 
welfare Is not Interfered wi th.' ' "Liberty Includes, not only the right to 
labor, but to refuse to labor, and consequently the right to contract to 
labor or for labor, and to terminate such contracts, and to refuse to make 
such contrncts." On this subject Mr. '.l.' iedeman (State and Federal Con
trol of Persons and Property, p. 332) declares the opinion that n state 
statute which made It unlawful for an employer to refuse to employ union 
men. or to compel an employe to withdraw from a trnde union on pain 
of dismissal, would be clearly unconstitutional. In Georgia a statute re· 
quiring an employer to give to a discharged workman a certificate stating 
the reasons of the discharge Is held unconstitutional on the ground that 
the right of discharge may be exercised without an:17 reason or explana
tion. Wallace v. Georgia, c. & N. R. Co. 94 Ga. 732, 22 S. ID. 579. In 
Missouri the same principle on which an act prohibiting discharge of 
men by reason of membership In unions was held unconstitutional In the 
Julow case, 12!) Mo. 163, 20 L. R. A., 31 s. W. 781, ls held to preclude 
Interference with members of n union In soliciting others to refuse te 
trade with a manufacturer. Marx & H. Jeans Clothing Co. v. Watson, 
lGS Mo. 1!\3, 56 L. R. A. 951, G7 S. W. 391. In New York union men 
are h~ld not liable for compelling discharge of nonunlonls ts i)y threats 
to strike. National Protective Association v. Cumming. 170 N. Y. 315, 63 
N. m. 3G9. Many other illus trations might be given, but the foregoing 
suffice to show the confusion among dlll'erent courts, and probably the 
general tendency on such subjects.-(58 L. R. A. 754, 755. ) 

EIGHT-HOUR DAY UNCONSTITUTIONAL. 
Neb1·aska Supn~me Court-Charles G. Low, F ifi'. in error, v. 

Reea Printing Co. 1. Sootions 1 and 3 of chapter 64 of the Sll6sion 
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La.wa of 1 ~91 ha.vin~ provided, in effect, that for all classes of me
chanics! 11ervants and laborers, excepting those engaged in farm or 
domestic labor, a day's work should not exceed eight hours, and 
that, for working any employe over the prescribed time, the em
ployer ahould pay extra compensation, in increasing, geometrical 
progreision, for the excess over eight hours (the rate of payment 
for t he eighth hour being taken as the basis upon which to reckon 
1uch progression)-Held, that these provisions are unconstitutional 
-Fir$t, because the discrimination against farm and domestic la
borers 111 special legislation; second, because, by the act in question, 
the constitutional right of parties to contract with reference to 
compensation for services is denied. 

2. It being apparent, from an inspection of the entire act in 
question, that sections l and 3 thereof formed an inducement to 
its passage, no part of said act can be sust ained as constitutional. 

NOTES. 
In State v. Loomis, 115 Mo. 307, 21 L. R. A. 789, we find an opinlo• 

of the supreme court of Missouri (one judge alone dissenting). of which 
the syllabus Is as follows: "l:tev. Stat. 1889. sections 7058, 70fl0, making 
It unlawful for any corporation, person, or firm engaged In mnnufacturlng 
or mining to Issue. !or the payment of wages, any order, check or other 
token of Indebtedness, payable otherwise than In lawful money, unless the 
1ame Is negotiated and redeemable at Its face value, In cash or In goods 
at the option of the bolder. at t he store or other place of business of 
the corporation, person, or firm without placing similar restrictions on 
others employing labor, are unconstitutional, as class legislation." In 
the majority opinion which was filed Marcil 25, 1893, class legislation 
Is ably discussed In the followlnll' language : "There Is no doubt but that 
many of our legislative enactments operate on classes of individuals only, 
and they are not invalid because they so operate, so long as the cla•siftca· 
tlon Is reasonable and not arbit rary. Thus it is perfectly competPnt to 
legislate concerning married women, minors, insane per•ons. bankers, 
common. carriers, and the like; and the power of the legislature to pre· 
scribe police regulations applicable to localities and classes Is very great, 
because such laws are designed to protect property. and the safety, 
health and morals of the Citizen. But classification for leJ?is1atlve 
purposes must have some reasonable basis upon which to stand. It 
must be evident that dlll'erences which would serve for a cl11sslfica
tlon tor some purposes furnish no reason whatPver for a classifica
tion for leglslatlv·e purposes. The dlO'erences which w!l1 support cl11ss 
legislation must be such as, In the natme of things, furnish a reasonable 
basis for separate laws and regulations. Thus, the legislature may ftx 
the age at which persons may be deemed competent t o contract for thPm
selTes ; but no one will claim that competency to contract can be made 
to depend uvon stature, or color of the hair. Such a classification for 
such a purpose would be arbitrary. and a piece of legislative despotl.sm, 
and therefore not the law of the land. . . . . The supreme judicial court 
of Massachusetts ha<1 under con!>lderatlon In Com. v. Perry. l!')!'i Mas•. 117, 
14 L. R. A. 325, t statute which provides thtLt 'no employer shall Impose 
a tine upon, or withhold the wages, or any part of the wages, of an em
ploye engaged at weaving, tor Imperfections which may arise during the 
process of weaving.' Stat. 1891, Chap. 125, Sec. 1. It was beld that It 
the act went no further than to forbid the lmvosltlon of a fine tor Im
perfect work, It might be sustained, but that the attempt to make In· 
ferlor work an~wer a coDract for good work presented a dilferent question i 
that the rlgbt to acquire, possess and protect prop~rty lnclndPR the r litht 
to make reasonable co11tracts, which shall be under the protP.ctlon of 
the co11rts. Says the court: 'It It (the statnte) be held to forbid the mak
ing of such contracts, and to permit hiring ot weavers only upon . terma 
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that prompt payment shall be made of the price for good work, however 
lmdly their work may be done, and that the rewedy of the employer for 
their direllctions shall be only by suits against them for dawages, it 
ls an interference with the right to make reasonable and proper con
tl'acts in conducting a legitimate business, which the cons.titu.tion gua~an
tees to evel'y one when it declares that he has a natural, mal1enable right 
of acquiring, possessing and protecting property. Godcharles v. Wige
man 113 Pa. 431 was an action brought by Wigeman to recover wages 
as a' puddlel'. Plea of paywent, etc. During the tiwe of his employment, 
the plaintiff asked for and received orders from defendants, on differen t 
1iarties for coal and_ othe1· a1·ticles, which orde1·s were honored by the 
parties' on whow drawn, and the defendants paid them. It seems an act 
of the legislature made all orders given by employers engaged in the 
business of manufacturing, to theit· workmen, payable in goods, or any
thing but money; void. Speaking of these sections of the act, the court 
said: 'They are utterly unconstitutto:nal and void, inasmuch as by them 
an attempt has been made by the legislature to do what in this country 
cannot be done; that is. p1·event persons who are sui juris from making 
their own contrncts. '.l.'he act is an infringement alike of the right o! 
the employer and the emplo3•e. He may sell his labor for what he t hinks Is 
best-whether money 01· goods- just as bis employer may sell his iron or 
coal ; and any and every law that pl'Oposes to prevent him f rom so 
doing is an infringement of his COll$titutional pl'ivileges. and consequently 
vicious and void.' In state v. Goodwill, 33 W . Va. 179, 6 L. R. A. 621, 
a statute of that state pl'ohibiting persons engaged in mining and manu
factur ing from issuing orders in payment for labor, except as such should 
hP mllilP. payable in money. Tt lllRde a violation of Its provisions a mis
demeanor. The constitution of that state declal'es that all men have 
~ertaln inherent rights; that Is to say, 'the enjoyment of life and liberty. 
wltb the means of acquiring and possissing pl'operty, and of pursuing and 
0•1tniniuu: happiness and safety.' The statute was held unconst itutional 
aftel' a full conside1·at1on. Says the court : ".rhe right to use, buy and sell 
propel'ty, and contrnct in L"espect thel'eof, Including contracts for labor, 
which Is, as we have seen, property, is pl'otected by the constitution.' 'l'he 
scope of the opinion Is well summarized In the headnote, In these woi·ds : 
'It is not competent fol' the legislature, under the constitution, to single 
out ownel'S and operators of mines and manufacturers of every kind. and 
provide that they shall bear burdens not imposed upon the owners of 
othel' prope1·ty. Ol' employers of labol', and prohibit them from making 
contracts which It Is competent fo1· owners of pl'operty or employers 
of labo1· to make.' And this ruling was followed and approved in State 
v. Fl.L"e Creek Coal & Coke Co., 33 W . Va. 188, 6 f,. R. A. 359. The 
statute bl'ougbt In question in Millett v. People, 117 Ill. 294, 57 .A.m. 
Rep. 869. l'equlred all coal produced In the state to be weighed on scales 
to be furnished by the mine owners, and sub,iected the mine owners to 
fine or impl'isonment for a failure to comply with its provisions. B:v 
another section (.A.ct June 29, 1885, sec. 2), it was provided that 'all 
contracts for tbe mining of coal in which the weighing of coal as pro
vided in this act shall be dispensed with, shall be null and void.' It 
was held that the mine ownel's could not be compelled to make a con
tract for mining coal. so as to be re;:rnlated by weight, and that they 
could not he compelled to keep and use scales for such purposes. save 
when they saw flt to make conlTacts for mining on the basis of weight. 
The law was considered repugnant to the constitutional provision tbat 
'no pel'son shall be deprived of life. liberty, 01· property without due 
process of law' (Const., art. 2, sec. 2) ; that to single out mine ownel's. 
and prohibit them fl'om making contracts which it was competent for 
othe1· employers of labol' to make. was not due process of law. And 
for like reasons the same court held an act void which denied a ll ner
sons and col'poratlons engaged in mining or manufacturing the l'ight 
to keep. or be Interested in. a truck store for furnishing supplies, etc. 
Fl'orel' v. People, 141 Ill. 171, 16 L. R. A. 492.'' 

(24 L. R . .A.. 702, 706, 707, 708.) 
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EIGHT-HOUR LAW ILLEGAL. 
Ohio Suvrenie Court-City of Cleveland, Pl1f. in error, v. Clem

ents Brothers Construction 'Company. The act of April 16, 1900 
, ( 94 Ohio Laws, p. 357), entitled "An act to provide for limiting the 
hours of daily service of laborers, workmen and mechanics employed 
upon public work, or of work done for the State of Ohio, or any 
political subdivision thereof, providing for the insertion of certain 
stipulations in contracts of public wor ks; imposing penalties for 
violations of the provisions of this act, and providing for the en
forcement thereof,'' is in conflict with sections 1 and 19 of article 
1 of the constitution of Ohio, because it violates and abridges the 
right of parties to contract as to the number of hours' labor that 
shall constitute a day's work, and invades and violates the right, 
both of liberty and property, in that it denies to municipalities an<l 
to contractors and subcontractors the r ight to agree with their em
ployes upon the terms and conditions of their contracts. Said act 
is, therefore, unconstitutional and void. (Headnotes by the court.) 
(59 L. R. A., 775.) 

PROTECTION OF LABORERS ILLEGAL. 
Colorado Suvreme Court-Re Thomas A. lVIorgan. 
1. Regulations authorized by Const., art. 16, for the proper ven

tilation of mines, for escapement shafts, "and such other appliances 
as may be necessary to protect the health and secure the safety of 
the workmen therein," embrace only sueh reasonably necessary me
ehanical appliances as will seeure the encl in view, and do not in
clude other kinds of health regulations. 

2. A statute making it unlawful to work more tha.n eight hours 
per day in mines or smelters is in violation of Const., art. 2, sec. :1, 
guaranteeing liberty and the right to acquire, possess and protect 
property. 

3. It is for the courts to determine what are the subjects upon 
which the police power is to be exercised, and the reasonableness 
of that exercise. 

4. Legislation to protect a citizen against the consequence of 
his own acts is not within the constitutional exercise of the police 
power . 

5. A decision of the surreme court of the United States, hold
ing that an eight-hour law of a certain state does not violate the 
federal constitution, is not binding on the courts of another state 
in favor of the validity of such a law under the constitution of that 
state. (July 17, 1899.) (47 L . R. A., 52.) 

LHvllTING CHECK PAYMENT UNCONSTITUTIONAL. 
Indiana Suvreme Court-Nathan G. Dixon, Appt., v. James H. 

Poe, page 308. (60 L. R. A.) November 25, 1902. 
l. An act the title of which relates to the issuance of checks 

by merchants in payment of wages assigned to them cannot be ex
panded to include persons and corporations generally by the use of 
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the words "or any other person" after t he word "merchants" in the 
body of the act, where the constitution makes void so much of the 
act as is not expressed in the title. 

2. .An act requiring the redemption in money of checks i ~sue<l 
in payment of assigned wages, which is applicable only to merchants 
on the one hand and coal miners on the other, is void as class 
legislation. 

"This classltlcatlon seems to rest upon no sound or proper basis. 
Labortrs and employes engaged In a pa1·ctcu lar lndust1·y. wbo are no 
lesa Intel ligent and no Jess competent to care for thei r own Interests 
than laborers and emplo.ves pursuing otber occupa tlons, are by the stat
.te singled out and authorized to avoid their express a~rPements. whPn, 
under like circumstances, such other laborers and employes Pnjoy no 
auch privilege. '!'he law does not embrace all of the class to which 1t 
Is naturally related. It creates a prefe1·ence, a nd establishes an in
equality among a class of citizPns, all of wbom are equally mPritorious. 
It applies to persons in certain situations. and excludes from its Pffect 
other persons wbo are not dissimilar In thPse rPspects. Leaving the 
miner and the mprchant free to dPal with all other <'itlzens, the act dis 
qualifies them from contracting witb each other." 

UNT,AWFUL TO FIX WAGES BY LAW. 

New York Supreme Court-People of the state of New York ex 
rel. "William J. RodgPrs, Re&pt., v. Bird S. Coler, Appt., ( 166 N. Y. 
1.) (52 L. R. A., page 814.) 

1. The granting by the appellate divis ion of a writ of man
damus to compel a municipal officer to perform a min h•tPrial duty 
is not reviewable by t he court of appenls, althonf!h rPh1tor was not 
entitled to t he writ absolutely a nd as m11tter of IPga I rig-ht. 

2. One contracting to perform work upon a public improve
ment doe• not, hy incorporating into the contract the provis ions of 
a statute as to the rate of wa{!es to be paid, make them binding 
upon himself if the statute is invalid. 

3. The legislature cannot fix by statute t he compensation which 
a city must pay for labor or other services t hat it may he oh·lig<>d 
to employ. when SU<'h re{!Ulntions incrE>ase the co~t of the work be
yond wh11t it would be obliged to pay in the ordinary <'Onr,.e of 
business, and t he constitution limits municipal expenditures of 
money to city purposes. 

4. A statute dPpriving a city and one contracting with it to 
perform work on a public improvement of the powPr to <'Ontract for 
th!' necessary labor at the hest rat!'s obt11inable violates the civil 
liberty And the constitutional provisions protecting private property. 

5. The state has no right to interf Pre and compel hy <'Ompnl
sory legislation the action of municipal corporations with respect 
to property and contract rights of exclusively local concerns. 

6. The legislature cannot confiscate a ll property rights of one 
who h11R undertllk!'n to make 11 puhlic imprevemf'nt . un<ler hi!• con
tract. hprnuse of his bre11ch of his undertaking to obey the pro
visions of a statute as to the rate of wages to be paid. 
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PROTECTION OF LABORER NOT REQUIRED. 
New York Court of Appeal8-Sarah Knisley, Respt., v. Pascal 

P. Pratt et al., Appts. ( 148 N. Y., 362. ) ( 32 L. R. A., page 367.) 
1. The assumption of the obvious risks of unguarded cog· 

wheels by an employe, who thus waives the protection of a stat
ute requiring them to be guarded, is not in contravention of publie 
policy. 

2. Disregard of the statutory ·duty properly to guard the cog
whl'els of a machine, which is imposed by Laws 1890, chap. 395, p. 
756, Sl'C. 12. does not render an employer liable to an employe whoi111 
hand was caught in such wheels where the risk was obvious and 
was assumed by engaging in the work. 

E. S. Higgins Carpet Co. v. O'Keefe. (Circuit Court of Appeals, 
Second Circuit. April 8, 1897.) 

l. Master and Servant-Duties to Minors-Where a boy l i 
years old. e111ploy .. d in a factory, and assigned to the duty of feed· 
ing a machine which had unprotected cog-wheels at the side in plain 
view, got his hand between the cog-wheels while his attention was 
momentarily dh·erted, and was injured, the master was not liable, 
as the risk was obvious, and the boy had accepted the hazard. 

2. SG!me-P'actory Act-The New York "Factory Act" does not 
impose any liability upon an employer for injuries received by a 
minor in his service arising from the obvious risks of the service 
he has undertaken to perform. And the liability of the employer 
is not changed by reason of the act requiring cog-wheels to be cov
ered, as such protl'ction is waived by a person accepting employ
ment upon the m11chine with the cogs in an unguarded condition. 
(79 Fed. Rep., 900. ) 

NO EXTRA PAY FOR EXTRA HOURS. 
New York Court of Appeals-People of the State of New York, 

Respt., v. James H. Phyfe, Appt. (January 17, 1893.) 
NOTES.-A night watchman in a government mint where the 

custom was for watchmen to serve twelve hours was held not en· 
titled to extra pay. although a reg·ulation of the mint, which waa 
made the basis of the contrnct by U. S. Rev. Stat., sec. 3499, pro
vided that eight hours should constitute a day's work with over· 
pay for extra hours. Collins v. Uniti>d States, 24 Ct. CJ., 320. 

To the same effect is the decision of the United States supreme 
court construing an act of congress which makes eight hours a day's 
work for laborers employed by the government. Where a laborer 
employed by the day worked twelve hours per day and in answer 
to his request for extra compensation was told he must continue to 
work twl'lve hours per day if he remained, he was held not entitled 
to extra pay where he continued to work twelve hours per day and 
received his pay accordingly. United States v. Martin, 11-' U. S., 
400; 24 L. ed., 128. 
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The eight-hour law of congress has no application to laborers 
employed by a contractor with the United States where there is t}o 
contract relation between the laborer and the United States, s11.pra; 
United States v. Gates, March 13, 1893. 

The eight-hour Jaw of New York, Laws 1870, chap. 385, which 
is made applicable to mechanics, workingmen or laborers in the em
ploy of the state or enga.ged upon public works, does not app ly to 
town or other officers. Opinion of Atty.-Gen., N. Y., 504. ( 19 L. 
R. A., 143, notes.) 

LEGAL TO REQUIRE EXTRA HOURS. 
New York Ooiirt of Appeals-People of the State of New York, 

Respt., v. Orange County Road Construction Company, Appa. ( 115 
N. Y., 84.) 

1. The state cannot forbid independent contractors, performing 
work for it, to require their employes to labor more than a speci
fied number of hours per day, either under its police power, or on 
the ground that the legislature may prescribe rules for the ma.nm•r 
in which state work shall be performed. 

2. A statute prescribing a penalty for requiring more tha11 " 
certain number of hours' labor from employes engaged in perfonulug 
work for the state, which is void because applying to all persons 
genera.Hy, cannot be enforced, even against persons who have con
tracted not to exact more than specified labor. 

3. An incident for violating a statute prohibiting the breach 
of a contract not to exact more than a specified number of houcs 
of labor per day from persons engaged on state work must show the 
existence of an express contract, or that the accusea was bound by 
an implied one, by force of statute or otherwise. (Haight, J., dis
sents. ) (April 28, 1903.) (65 L. R. A., 33.) 

NOTE.-In answer to a question by the house of representatives 
whether a statute providing that eight hours should constitute a 
day's labor in all mines, factories, and smelters would be constitu
tional and legal, the supreme court of Colorado said that the bill 
violated the right of parties to make thefr own contracts-a right 
guaranteed by the Bill of Rights of Colorado and protected by the 
14th Amendment of the Co11stitution of the United States. The 
court further said: "For an able an comprehensive exposition of the 
constitutional provisions applicable to the subject, your attention is 
invited to the recent case of Low vs. Rees Printing Co. 41 Neb., 127; 
24 L. R. A., 702, 43 Am. St. Rep., 670; 59, N. i'\". 362, supra, IL a 
2. Re Eigl1t Hour J,aw, 21 Colo, 29, 39 Pac. 328. (65 L. R. A. 43, 
note.) 

RIGHT TO EXCLUDE UNION MEN l~Rmr E.:\1PLOY. 
Oirni~it Court, D. Nevadct, M()Jrch 7, 1908.-Goldfield Consol. 

Mines Co. v. Gold(leld Miners' Union No. 220 et al. 
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The Nevada statute, Laws of 1903, p. 207, c. lll, provides as 
follows: 

"Section 1. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corpora
tion to make or enter into any agreement, either oral 0 1· in writing, by 
the terms of which any employe of such pei·son, firm or corporation, or 
any person about to enter the employ of such person, firm or. corpora
tion, as a condition for continuing or obtaining such employment, shall 
promise or agree not to become· or continue a member of a labor organi
zation, or shall promise or agree to become or continue a member of a 
labor organization. 

"Sec. 2. Any person or persons, firm or firms, corporation or cor
porations, violating the provisions of section 1 of this act shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor," etc. 

The agreement to be executed by the ernployes as provided for in 
the resolution is plainly in violation of this statute. But compla in
ant contends that the statute is unconsiitutional, and that its right 
to exclude members of t he \Vestern Federation of :Miners from its 
employ, and to employ non-federation men who were willing to work 
at the reduced wage scale, is guaranteed by the federal and state 
constitutions. 

It is provided by section 1 of the fourteenth amendment to the 
Constitution of t he Unitecl States as fol lows: ' 

"Nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty or 
property without due process of law, nor deny any person within 
its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws." 

The Constitution of Nevada, art. 1, section 8, has a similar 
provision: 

"No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or prop-
erty, without due process of law." 

The obvious purpose of the Nevada statute just quoted is to 
invade and control the discretion of the employer in selecting his 
men. If the statute is valid an employer cannot make it a comli
tion on which he will hir e men that they shall not belong to any 
pa,rticular labor union; to do so is made a crime, no matter how 
,-icious, turbulent or lawless the organization may be. This stat
ute lays no similar restriction upon the employes. Their freedom 
of contract is umestraincd. There is nothing in the statute whi~h 
forbids union men from discriminating against non-union men, or 
non-union men from cliscrilninating against union men. There is 
nothing which prevents union men from exacting, as a condit ion 
upon w)lich they will work, an agreement that every non-union roan 
must be discharged, or join the union. ( l 59 Feel. Rep., 51:3, 514.) 

EMPLOYER NOT Rl~SPOr SIBLE FOR DEATH OF JJ::MPLOYK 
Circuit Court of Appeals, Eighth Circuit. March l 9, 1900-

Westland v. Gold Coin ~lines Co. 
1. ill aster and Herva11t-Jnj11ry of Servant- Safe Place to !fork. 

A mining company which erects a stull or platform across a narrow 
and dark fissure in its mine, 70 feet from the bottom, on which it.5 
cmployes nre required to work, is bonncl to the exercise of reason-
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able care to see that the timbers are of adequate strength and i;iumber, and securely fastened, to render it a safe place on which to work. 

2. Same-Action for Death of Employe-Questions for JuryPlaintifT's husband was killed, with other workmen, by the breaking and falling of a stull in defendant's mine, on which he was working in stoping ore 70 feet frOJl!. the bottom. The stull was erected by defendant by placing lagging on timbers running across a fissure in which it was built, and supported in its sides, and was intended to be of sufficient strength to sustain the weight of 20 feet of earth and rock upon its top, although there was but 9 feet in depth upon it when it broke and fell. Held, that the fact of its falling under such circumstances was in itself evidence from which a jury might infer that it had not been properly constructed, and that, when taken in connection with the fact that a number of the cross timbers were broken in the middle, and with the testimony of two competent witnesses, who stated their opinions that the timbers were insufficient in strength or number to carry the load placed upon them, it could not be held, as matter of law, that defendant 'J.11-S not negligent, but the question was one for the jury. Sanborn, Circuit Judge, dissenting. 
The case turns, therefore, upon the proposition of the majority that where a platform, building, structure, or machine furnished by the employer for the employe to work upon, which Is In use by his employe, gives way or falls, and the Issue Is presented whether the fall was the effect of negligence In Its construction or negligence In Its use, the mere fact that It fell or gave way constitutes sutnclent evidence to warrant a jury In finding that the accident was caused by negligence In Its construction, and not by negligence In Its use. The proposition finds no support In tl.te cases cited, and Is contrary to the genernl current of the authorities. The cases cited In the opinion o! the majo1·lty are suits In which an accident occurred In the construction of work which was proceeding under the direct management and superintendence o! the defendant. . . . But It (the 1·ule, "Res ipsa loquitwr") never has application to an accident or Injury where the question Is at Issue whether It resulted from the negligence of the employer or the negligence o! the employe, and the latter was In the exclusive use and control o! the work and the structure at the time ot the accident. The reasonable and the true rule Is that where Injury Is caused by the breakage or fall of a platform. building, s tructure, or machine furnished by the employer and In the exclusive use of the employe, and the Issue Is presented whether the break or fall was causpd by the negligence ot the master In Its construction or by the carelessness of the employes In Its use, the break or !all constitutes no evidence and raises no presumption for or against elthPr cause. but the burden of proof Is upon the employe to show, by evidence outside ot the break or fall, not only that It was caused by a fault or defect of construction. but also that the employer knew of the fault or defect, or that a person of reasonable care. skill and prudence would have known of It. from the material used and the method adopted In !ts constructlGn. and would have anticipated the fatal result which followed. The rule, "Res ipsa loq1titwr," Is Inapplicable to such a case. 

The burden Is on the employe to show, not only that the fall was the direct result of the defect of construction. but also that the employer had notice of the defect. or that a person of ordinary care, skill and prudence would have been aware of It, from the material used and th• method adopted In the construction of the stull, and would also have anticipated the fatal result. Dixon T. Teleiraph Co. (C. C.), 6i Fe4. 
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630, 632; Railway Co. v. Meyers, 24 U. S. App. 295, 305, 11 C. C. A. 
4'39, 444, 63 Fed. 793, 798; Wood, Mast. & S. (2d Ed.), sec. 414. 

The l'esult Is that the fall of tne Stull constituted no evidence whether 
the fall was caused by a defect In Its construction Ol' by the negligence 
of the employes In the use of their blasts. Thel'e was no other substan
tial evidence In the case elthel· that the fall was caused by the Insuffi
ciency of the stun Umbel's, or that the defendant knew, Ol' might !>y the 
use of reasonable care and foresight have known, that these timbers were 
not sufficient, or that It or any person In the exercise of ordinary care 
could have anticipated that the stull would fall on account of any 
defect or fault In Its construction. The judgment below should, there
fore, In my opinion, be affirmed. 

( 101 Fed. Rep. 59, 64, 65 and 66.) 

LABOR CHECK PAYMENTS ARE LEGAL. 
Massachusetts Swpreme Judicial Court-Commonwealth of Mas

sachusetts v. Josiah Perry. 
NOTES-But, on the other hand, in West Virginia it is held that 

a similar statute prohibiting those engaged in mining and manu
facturing from issuing for the payment of labor any order or paper 
which is not redeemable within thirty days in lawful money with 
interest is unconstitutional. State v. Goodwill, 6 L. R. A., 621; 33 
W. Va., 179. 

And also that- a statute prohibiting those engaged in mining 
and manufacturing and also iii selling merchandise and supplies 
from selling any merchandise to their employes at a greater per 
cent profit than they sell to others not employed by them is uncon
stitutional, because it is class legislation and an unjust interference 
with private contracts and business. State v. Fire Creek Coal & C. 
Co., 6 L . R. A . , 359; 33 W. Va., 188. 

And in Pennsylvania where the constitution prohibited local 
or special Jaws "regulating labor, trade, mining or manufacturing," 
a similar statute prohibiting the issue of store orders to pay labor
ers in mining and manufacturing is void as to persons who are sui 
gen.eris and capable of making their own contracts. Godcharles v. 
Wigeman, 4 Cent. Rep., 887; 113 Pa., 431. ( 14 L. R. A., 326, notes.) 

NO REMEDY FOR LABOR EXCEPT PERSONAL SUIT. 
Massachuset ts Swpreme Judicial Court-Dinah Worthington et 

al., Appts., v. James Waring et al. ( 157 Mass., 421.) 
1. Striking employes whose names are put by their employers 

on a black list which is sent to other employer s in the same city, 
with whom a combination has been made by an agreement not to 
employ black-listed employes of other employers, cannot unite in 
an action against the employers; but, if any right of action exists, 
it is in favor of each one separately. 

2. Equity will not sustain the black listing of striking em
ployes in order to prevent their employment by other members of 
an employers' associatfon, nor will it compel the former employers 
to reinstate them or procure for them e;mployment with other per
sons; but their remedy, if any, is in an action at law. 
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3. The distinction between legal and equitable suits was not 
abolished by Stat. 1887, chap. 283, which permits civil actions, ex
cept replevin, to be commenced by a bill or petition which is in 
the nature of a declaration, and by the service of a subpoena, which 
is in the nature of a writ of original summons, and a suit brought 
under that statute which cannot be maintained as either the one or 
the othei;, cannot be maintained as partaking somewhat of the 
nature of both. (December 3, 1892.) (20 L. R. A., 342:) 

EMPLOYERS NEED NOT FURNlSII DOCTOR TO INJURED. 
Jiassach1tsetts S1ipreme Judicial Court- Alexander Davis, by 

Kext Friend, v. William H. l~orbes. ( 171 Mass., 548.) 
1. The risk or the sufficiency of a stirrup strap will be assumed 

by a minor who has had two years' experience in riding colts, where, 
after his complaint of its insufficiency, his employer's foreman makes 
a test of it in his presence, and informs him that it is sufficient, 
from which he becomes satisfied that it is so, and uses it in his 
employment. 

2. An employer is not l iable for injuries resulting from failing 
to promptly furnish medical attendance to one injured in his em
ployment, even though he is responsible for the original injwry. 
(Knowlton, J., dissents.) (July 14, 1898.) (47 L. R. A., 170.) 

EMPLOYERS NOT LI ABLE FOR INJURIES. 
Massaclw.setts Supreme Oowrt-William O'Maley v. South Bos

ton Gaslight Company. (158 Mass., 135.) 
1. The maxi'tn volerit,i non fit injuria applies in case of an in

jury to a servant by falling from a run along which he was em
ployed to wheel coal, and which was without guards to prevent his 
falling off and being injured, even under a statute making the em
ployer liable for injuries to senants from defects in the ways, 
works or machinery which arise from, or have not been discovered 
or remedied owing to, the negligence of the employer, or of a per
son in his service charged with the duty of seeing that such things 
are in proper condition. 

2. The validity of a servwnt's contract to take the r isk of au 
unsafe working place is not affected by the fact that he does not 
know ,and appreciate the particulars of the danger, if he knows 
~here JS danger, and expressly contracts in regard to it without car-
mg to know the particulars. , 

3, There is an implied contract to assume the risks when a 
servant agrees to work in a business involving obvious dangers by 
reason of the inferior machinery with which he knows it is carried 
on, although the statute makes the employer liable for injuries from 
defects in the ways, works or machinery arising from, or not dis
covered or remedied owing to, the employer's negligence. (January 
17, 1893.) (47 L. R. A., 161.) 
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William O'l\faley v. South Boston Gaslight Company. (L. iiS 
i\fass., 135. ) (January 17, 1893. ) 

NOTE-"Under the old law it would have been said: 'You' 
(the servwnt) 'have entered into or continued in this employment 
where this thing of which you complain is open a.nd pal pable, aud 
therefore it is an implied condition of your contract of service that 
you take upon yourself the risk of accidents therefrom, and conse
quently you have no remedy against your employer.' As between 
1naste-r and servwnt that was the way the immunity from liability 
was always stated. The mnun volenti non (It v11ju.ria was not wanted 
as between master and servwnt. It was only wanted, if at all, where 
no such r elation as that of master and servwnt existed." Y armough 
v. !•'ranee (1887), L. R., 19; Q. B. Div., 647, 651; 57 L. J. Q. B. N. 
S., 7; 36 Week. Rep. 283, per Lord Esher. 

There is, however , some inconsistency in the utterances of the 
learned judge. He r emarks: "Before the employers' liability act 
there was this condition in the contract of hiring that if there was 
a defect in the premises or machinery which was open and palpa
ble, whether the servwnt actually knew it or not, he accepted the em
ployment subject to the risk. That is the doctrine which is em
bodied in the niaxim volenti non fit injtiria." 

This theory as to t he contractual basis of the doctrine of as
sumption of risks, first formally enunciated by Chief Justice Shaw 
in Farwell v. Boston & W. R. Co. ( 1842), 4 Met., 49; 38 Am. Dec., 
339, donimates the whole of the law of employer's liability to such 
an extent that even the defense of contributory negligence, which 
is in no wise dependent upon contract, has been referred to an 
implied undertaking of the servwnt that he will exercise r easonable 
care to avoid injury. Lake Shor e & i\f. S. R. Co. v. McCormick 
(1881), 74 Ind., 440; Pittsburg, C. & St. L. R. Co. v. Adams ( 1886) , 
105 Ind., 152; 5 N. E., 187. One court has gone so far as to lay 
it down that a servwnt assumes the risk of his own negilgence, of 
the negligence of his fellow ser vants, and of any occurrence not due 
to the master's negl igence. Malcolm v. Fuller (1890), 152 Mass., 
160; 25 N. E., 83 . . i47 L. R. A., 164, note. ) 

ALTERING CONTRACT IS LEGAL FOR EMPLOYERS. 

IllMiois Swpreme Court-Richard Ramsey, Appt., v. People cf 
the State of Illinois. 

A statute r equiring t he wages of coal miners if based on the 
quantity of coal mined to be computed on the whole quantity mined 
before it is reduced by screening oi: any other device, and providin~ 
that all coal shall be weighed in the cars before being dumped into 
screens or chutes is unconstitutional as an attempt to take aw11.y 
without due process of law t he property right of contracting in 
respect to such wages. (October 31, 1892. ) (17 L. R, A., 853.) 

/ 
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fil'IPLOYERS NEED NOT RECO?lfME:NTI SATISFACTORY 

EMPLOYES. 
lllim.ois Swpreme Court- Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicag'O & St. Louis Railway Company, Appt., v. Charles J enkins. (I i4 Ill.. 398.) 
1. A usage or custom, to be binding, must be so uniform, long 

established and genera lly acquiesced in, a nd so well known. as tc induce the belief that parties contracted with ri>ference to it if nothing was said to the contrary, and that the failurP to conform to it would be an exception. 
2. Courts will take judicial notice of the general busin<'ss itffnirs of life, and of the manner in which ordinary railroad hnsinPss is 

conducted, and of the every-day practical operntion of ra ilroads. 
3. A duty to give a letter of recommPndation or a clenrnnce card to an employe who is discharged or quits is not imposed upon 

the employer by common law. 
4. Proof of isolated instances is not sufficient to establish a usage or custom. 
15. An instruction that the jury shall find for plaint iff in certain contingencies is erroneous, unless it confines them to the evidence. 
6. Letters given by railroad companies to discharged employes 

are not admissible to establish a custom of another rond to give auch letters, unless it is in some way connected with the letters given, or knows and approves of their issuance. 
7. A rule of a railroad company as to an investigittion in case of a suspended employe is not part of a contract with an employe whose employment began before the rule was passed. (October 24, 1898.) (62 L. R. A., 922. ) 

LABOR CAN BE P AID IN "ANY OLD THING." 
Missouri Swpreme Court-State of Missouri, Respt., v. W. H. Loomis et al., Appts. (115 Mo., 307.) 
1. A statute prohibiting mining or manufacturing concerns 

from issuing for the payment of wages any order or other evidence of indebtedness payable otherwise than in lawful money of the United States, unless the same is negotiable and redePmable wit ho11t discount in cash or in supplies at the option of the holder , is void as depriving persons of liberty without due process of law. 
2. The " liberty" guaranteed by the const itution includes t he right to freely buy and sell, make contracts and have them enforced as others may. 
S. The classification of mining and manufacturing enterprises fer legislation regulating the mode of payment of employes is un

r~sonahle, arbitrary and cannot be upheld. ( Bitrclay, J ., dissent.'!. ) (March 25, 1893.) (21 L. R. A., 789, 790.) 
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LEGAL TO JAIL A MAN A "MONTH WITHOUT TRIAL. 

Oregon Supreme Court-Longshore Printing & Publishing Co., 
Appt .. v. George H . Ho\\'ell et a l. (26 Ore., 527.) 

NOTE-Notice to the foreman of shops of a railroad, request
inl? him to stay away (from work) until the (strike) difficulty wn1 
settled. "hut in no <\ase !lrl' you t o con!<i<lPr this an intimidation," 
signed b~· the <•h11irm11n of the <'ommittee of striking employes, is R 
thre11t an<l 1·enrlers him guilty of contempt of court. Re Wabash tl. 
Co., 24 FPd. RPp., 217. 

The marsha l \\'ithout warrnnt propnly arrP!'.te<l A person in· 
terfPring with the manlll?f'ment of a r11ilroad in the hands of a re· 
ceiver by 11ttPmpting to in<luce mPn to quit work. but Rs the pris· 
oner was hPl<l in <'ll!<to<ly for a month without. Pxamination. hP was 
rf'lPa1>P<l on hnhPa.q r:ory11U1. In thi!>. <'Ill'!' thne w11i1 11n or<ler of <:'011rt 
dirPl'ting thP rrrnrqh11l to 11tt11<'h 11 11 pPrqons int.<'rfPring with the 
possP~!'.ion of the receiver. (Re Acker, 66 Fed. Rep., 290.) (28 L. 
R. A., 471.) 

THE RIGHT TO BLACKLIST UPHELD. 
K M1tucky ('ourt of Appeal,s-.John Hundley, Appt., v. Louisville 

& Na!>hville Railroad Co. (105 Ky., 162.) (63 L. R. A., page 
289, H.104.) 

1. The nov!'l ty of a complllint is n o objection to the ll<'tion if 
it is mlldl' to 11ppear that an injury has been inflicted of which the 
law is cognizable. 

2. An action lies for every injury. suff Pre<l by r!'ason of a 
violent or m11li<'ions act, to a man's occupation, profession or way of 
getting a livelihood. 

3. The right of r ailroad companies to disclrnrge employes does 
not imply the righ t to he gu ilty of a viof Pnt or mal icious act which 
r esults in injury to the disC'harged employe's c11 llin1?. 

4. A <'U~to.m of niilro11ds to ke<'p 11 1·e<'ord of the <'llU~es of the 
disC'h11rge of employes. 11nd to <l e<>line to !'mploy tho~!' who are dis
chargP<l for certain can~es. m11ke~ it 11 part of the C'ontra<'t of em· 
ployment thnt no fal~P entry M to the c1111~e of smch dil'chnrge !lhall 
be mnrle. or C'omm11nic11tP<l. if ma<le. to any othPr railroa<l compa ny. 

5. Averments that plaintiff lrns hPen deprfrP<l. hy hlnC'kJi!lting, 
of the ri1?ht to en1?1tg-e in railroa<l emplo.vment. and thnt t he wrong 
has made it impossihle for him eYer t o get such employmen t, are 
mere conclu!lions. and insufficient to sta te a cause of 11ction. without 
averring that he has sought employment and been refused by rea· 
son of the wrong. 

6. An agreement between railrond companies n.ot to employ 
persons disC'harged hy the re~pP<'tive companies g ives employes no 
right of nr·tion nnlP!I~ c11rriP<l out. 

(See exten:sive note on b/AJ,,;kli:sting attached to 63 L. R. A.., 289.) 
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THE EMPLOYER'S RIGHTS ALL EJVIBRACING. 
Nevada-In Goldfield Consol. Mines Co. v. Goldfield Miners' Union 

No. 220 et al., reported in 159 Fed. Rep., page 500, the Circuit 
Court of the U. S., the court used the following language: "It is 
a constitutional right of an employer to refuse to have business 
relations with any person or with any labor organization and it is 
immaterial what his reasons are, whether good or bad, well or ill 
founded, or entirely trivial and whimsical. It is clear that th!l 
Nevada statute deprives the employer of the right to contract as 
to certain matters which may be vital to him, and that it also, while 
not preventing, does obstruct the exercise of his right to exclude 
objectionable persons from his employ. The right of an employer 
to refuse to employ any particular individual or any class of indi· 
viduals is neither greater nor less than the right of a man to refuse 
to work for any particular individual or class of individuals." 

The court finds support for its anti-social reasoning in the Adair 
case, 208 U. S., 161, a recent case. Also in a similar case, People 
v. Marcus, 97 N. Y. Suppl., 323; 185 N. Y., 257, and a long string 
of similar decisions. 

Federal Anti~lnjunction Decisions. 
(FEDERAL ANTI-TRUST DECISIONS, VOL. 1, PAGE llO.) 

United States v. W'orkingmen's Amalgamated Coiµici! of New 
Orleans et al. a (Circuit Court, E. D. Louisiana, March 25, 1893.) 
( 54 Fed. Rep., 994.) 

Injwnotion-When Granitedr-Unlawful Combinations.-Where an in
junction is asked against the interference with interstate com
merce by combinations of striking workmen the fact that the 
strike is ended and labor resumed since the filing of the bill 
is no ground for refusing the injunction. The invasion of rights, 
especially where the lawfulness of the invasion is not disclaimed, 
authorized the injunction. a 

Same-Bill and .Answer-Waiver of Oath.-Where the biil for in
junction waives the oath of the respondents an answer, under 
oath, denying all the equities of the bill, can, under the amend
ment to equity rule 41, be used at the hearing with probative 
force of an affidavit alone. Whether the injunction should issue 
must be determined by the whole evidence submitted. 

Unlawful Combinations-RestraMit of Trade.-The act declaring 
illegal "every contract or combination in the form of trust, or 
otherwise in. restraint of t rade or commerce among the several 
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states or wi th foreign naj;ions" ( 26 St. at Large, p. 209) , ii p
plies to combinations of labor ers as well as of capitalists. 

S011ne-Evidenoe--Admissibility.-In order to sustain the allegations 
of a bill praying an injunction against a combination in rest raint 
of interstate commerce, the complainant may offer in evidence, 
as matter of history, t he officia l proclamation of the var ious 
government officers, and a lso newspaper reports supported by 
affidavits containing manifestoes and declarations of the re
spondents. 

SOllne-L (JJWf·ul Combimations 'l'm-ned to UnlOIWful Purposes.-The 
fact that a combination of men is in its origin and general pur 
poses innocent and lawful is no ~·ound of defense when the com
bination is t urned t o the unlawful purpose of restraining interstate and foreign commerce. 

Sc111ne-Labor Strilces.-A combination of men to secure or compel 
the employment of none but union men becomes a combination 
in restrain t of interstate commerce, within t he meaning of the 
statute, when, in order to gain its ends, it seeks t o enforce, and 
does enforce, by violence and intimidation, a discontinuance of 
labor in all departments of business, ' including the t r ansporta
t ion of goods from state t o state and to and from foreign nations. 

(Page 266.) 
Thomas v. Cincinnati, N. 0. & T. P . Ry. Co. in r e Phelan. (Cir
cuit Com t, S. D. Ohio, W. D., July 13, 1894.) (62 Fed. Rep., 
803.) 

Oontempt-Int<M·ference ivith Receilver-b npeding Operations of Rail
road.-Any wilful attempt, with knowledge that a railroad is 
in the hands of the court, to prevent or impede the r eceiver 
thereof appointed by the court from complying with the order 
of the court in running the road, which is unlawful, and which, 
as between private individuals, would give a right of action 
for damages, is a cont empt of the or der of the court.n 

S011ne-Jnstigating Strilce-Un~ful Combination-Mal iciously in
citing employes of a r eceiver, who is operating a railroad undi>r order of the court, to leave his employ, in pursuance of an 
unlawful combination to prevent the operation of the road, 
thereby inflicting injury on its business, for which damages 
would be recoverable if it wer e operated by a private corpora
tion, is a contempt of t he court. 

Scime-Oonstitutional Gitarcmty of Right of Assembly and Free 
Speech.-Such inciting to carry out an unlawful conspiracy is 
not protected by constitutional guaranties of the right of as
sembly and free speech, and is not less a contempt because l!t-
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fected by words only, if the obstruction to the operation of the 
road by the receiver is unlawful and malicious. 

Oonspi'l·acy-Oombmation to Oornpel Breach of Oontract.-A combi
nation to inflict pecuniary injury on the owner of cars, operated 
by railroad companies under contracts with him, by compelling 
them to give up using his cars, in violation of their contracts, 
and, on their refusal, to inflict p ecuniary injury on them by 
inciting their employes to quit their service, and thus paralyze 
their biisiness, the existence of the contracts being !mown to 
the parties so combining, is an unlawful conspiracy. 

S0tme-Boycott.-A combinat ion by employes of railway companies 
to injure in his business the owner of cars opera ted by the com
panies, by compelling them to cease using his cars by threats 
of quitting and by actually quitting their service, thereby in
flicting on them great injury, where the relation between him 
and the companies is mutually profitable, and has no effect 
whatever on the character or reward of the . services of the 
employes so combining, is a boycott, and an unlawful conspiracy 
at common law. 

80tme-Unlalwful Purpose.-A combination to incite the employes of 
all the railways in tb'.e country to suddenly quit their service, 
without any dissatisfaction with the terms of their employment, 
thus paralyzing utterly all r a ilway traffic, in order t o starYe 
the railway companies and the public into compelling an owner 
of cars used in operating the roads to pay his employes more 
wages, they having no lawful right so to compel him, is an 
unlawful conspiracy by reason of its purpose, whether such 
purpose is effected by means usually lawful or otherwise. 

Saine--Restramt of Interstate Oommerce.-Such combination, i ts 
purpose being to paralyze the interstate commerce of the coun
try, is an unlawful conspiracy, within t he act of July 2, 1890, 
declaring illegal every contract, combination, or conspiracy ju 
restraint of trade or commerce among the several states. U. S. 
v. Patterson, 55 Fed. Rep., 605, disapproved. 

Saine-Obstructmg Mails-Such combination, where the members in
tend to stop all mail trains as wel! as other trains, and .do delay 
many, in violation of Rev. St., Sec. 3995, punishing any one 
wilfully and knowingly obstructing or retarding the pass11,ge of 
the mails, is an urilawful conspiracy, although the obst ruction is 
effected by merely quitting employment . 

(Page 301.) 
Charge to the Grand Jury. In re Grand Jury. a (District 
Court, N. D. California, July 13, 1894.) (62 Fed. Rep., 840.) 

OottSpi-racy-Obstructi-On of Interstate Oommerce.- Any combination 
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or conspiracy on the part of arty class of men wh.o by violence 
and intimidation prevent the passage of railroad trains engaged 
in interstate commerce is in violation of Act July 2, 1890, de
claring illegal every contract, combination in the form of trust 
or otherwise, or conspiracy in restraint of trade or commerce 
among the states. b 

·Mail--Obstructi;ng Passage.-It is a violation of Rev. St., sec. 905, 
declaring it an offense knowingly and wilfully to obstruct or 
retard the passage of the mail, for one to prevent the rurfning 
of a mail train as made up, though he is willing that the mail 
cars shall go on, and his purpose is other than to retard t he 
mails. 

Same.- The railway is a great public highway, and the duty of the 
railway company as a common carrier is fi rst to the public. 
The road must be kept in operation for the accommodation of 
the public, if it is possible to do so with the force and appli
ances within reach. Any negligence in this respect is net ex
cused by temporary difficulties capable of being promptly re
moved. 

Same.-Wbere the transportation of the mails and interstate com
merce has long been interrupted by the refusal of the employes 
of the r ailway company to move trains carrying Pullman cars, 
it is the duty of the railway company to use every effort to 
move the majls and interstate commerce, without r egard to the 
make-up of regular trains; and any wilful failure to perform 
this duty is a violation of the statute. 

(hand Jury-Fi;ndi;ng-Indictrnent.-An indictment should only be 
found where the grand jury believe that t he evidence before 
them would warrant a conviction. 

(Page 311.) 
United States v. Elliott et al. a (Circuit Court, E. D. Missouri. 
October 24, 1894.) ( 64 Fed. Rep., 27.) 

Conspiracy in Restrai;nt of Interstate Cornrnerce-What Consti
tutes.- A combination by railroad employes -to prevent all the 
railroads of a large city engaged in carrying the United States 
mails and in interstate commerce, from carrying . freight and 
passengers, hauling cars, and securing the services of persons 
other than strikers, and to induce persons to leave the service 
of such railroads, is within Act July 2, 1890, sec. 1, which pro
vides that every contract, combination in the form of trust or 
otherwise, "or conspiracy in restraint of trade or commerce" 
among the several s tates, is illegal. b 

Same-Injunctiorir-Power of Congress to A.uthorize,-Act July 2. 
1890, sec. 4, which provides that the circuit court11 of the United 
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States have jurisdiction to restrain combinations and conspira
cies to obstruct and destroy interstate commerce, before such 
objects a.re accomplished, is not void! for want of power in crongress 
to authorize such proceedings. 

SOJme-fojunotion Order-Persons not NO//nl3d in Bill.- Under Act 
July 2, 1890, sec. 5, an injunction order in an action to enjoin 
an illegal conspiracy against interstate commerce may provide 
that it shall be in force on defendants not named in the bill, 

.but who are within the terms of the order, where it also pro
vides that it is operative on all persons acting in concert with 
the designated conspirators, though not named in the writ, 
after the commission of some act by them in fuhtherance of 
the conspiracy, and service of the writ on them. 

(Page 449.) 

United States v. Cassidy et al. (District Court, N. D. Cali
fornia, April 1 and 2, 1895. ) (67 Feel. Rep., 698.) 

Conspiracy to Commit Offenses .i!gC!Mist the United States- R ev. St., 
seo. 5440.-The statute relating to conspiracies to commit of
fenses against the United States (Rev. St., sec. 5440) contains 
three elements, which are necessary to constitute the offense. 
These are: ( 1) The act of two or more persons conspiring to
gether; (2) to commit any offense against the United States; 
( 3) the overt act , or the element of one or more of such par ties 

doing any act to effect the object of the cons~iracy. a 

Same-Conspiracy De"{i!Ytes.-A conspiracy is a combination of two 
or more persons by concerted action to accomplish a criminal 
or unlawful purpose, or some purpose not in itself criminal, 
by criminal or unlawful means. Pettibone v. U. S., 13 Sup. Ct., 
542; 148 U. S., 203, cited. 

Sc1111w-Mannei· of Conspirimg.-The common design is the essence of 
the charge; but it is not necessary that two or more persons 
should meet together, and enter into an explicit ·or formal 
agreement for an unlawful scheme, or that they should directly, 
by words or in writing, state what the unlawful scheme was to 
be, and the details of the plan or the means by which the un
lawful combination was to be made effective. It is sufficient if 
two or more persons, in any manner or through any contrivan<'e, 
posit ively or tacitly, come to a mutual understanding to ac
complish a common and unlawful design. 

Same--PClll'ties to Conspiraoy.-Where an unlawful end is sought to 
be effected, and two or more persons, actuated by the common 
purpose of accomplishing that encl, work together in a.ny way in 
fur therance of 'the unlawfnl scheme, every one of said persons 
be<'omes a member of tlie conspir acy, although t he part any 
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one was to take therein was a subordinate one, or was to be 
executed at a remote distance from the other conspiratoro. · 

Same.-Any one who, after a conspiracy is formed, and who knows · 
of its existence joins therein, becomes as much a party thereto 
from that time as if he had originally conspired. U. S. v. Bab
cock, Fed. Oas. No. 14487, 3 Dill., 586, cited. 

S(///ne- Evidence--Acts of One P(///·ty.- \'\7here several persons are 
proved to have conspired together for the same illegal purpose, 
any act done by one of them, in pursuance of the original con· 
certed plan, and with reference to the common object, is, in the 
contemplation of the law, the act of the whole party, and, there
fore, the proof of such act will be evidence against any of the 
others who were engaged in the conspiracy. 

Same;-Declarations by P<J1rties.-Any declaration !nade by one of 
the parties, during the pendency of the illegal enterprise, is not 
only evidence against himself, but against all' the other con
spirators, who, when the combination is proved, are as much 
r esponsible for such declarations, and the acts to which they 
relate, as if made and committed by themselves. This rule 
applies to the declaration of a co-conspirator, although he may 

• not himself be under prosecution. 

Same- Conspiracy as Distinct Otfense.-The law regards the act of 
unlawful combination and confederacy as dangerous to the peace 
of society, and declares that such combination and confederacy 
to commit crime r equires an additional restraint t o those pro
vided for the commission of the crime itself. It, therefore, 
makes criminal the conspiracy itself, with penalties and punish
ments distinct from those it attaches to the crime which may be 
the object of the conspiracy. 

S(///ne--Means Contemplated-Al"legations and Proofs.-It is not in
cumbent upon the prosecution to prove that a ll the means set 
out in the indictment were in fact agreed upon to carry out 
the conspiracy, or that any of them were actually used or put 
in operation. It is sufficient if it be shown that one or more 
of the means described in the indictment were to be used to 
execute that purpose. 

Same--Overt Acts.-While at common law it was not necessary to 
aver or prove an overt act in furtherance of a conspiracy, yet, 
under the statute relating t o conspiracies to commit an offense 
against the United States, the doing of some act in pursurance 
of the conspiracy is made an ingredient of the crime, and must 
be established as a necessary element thereof, although the act 
may not- be in itself criminal. U. S. v. Thompson, 31 Fed. Rep., 
331, 12 Sawy, 155, cited. 
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Same.-It is not necPRRary, however, to a verd ict of gu ilty, that the 
jury sbon ld find tlrn t ench and every one of the overt acts 
charged in the ihdiet111ent was in fal't committed; but it is 
sullicient to show that one or more of these acts was committed, 
and that it was done in furtherance of the conspiracy. 

Ob8tructing the Mails-Rev. St., sec. 3995.-Although the law, which 
now appears in Rev. St., sec. 3995, and which makes it nn 
offense to obstruct and retnrd the passage of the United States 
mails, was originally passed prior to the introduction into the 
United States of the method of transporting mail by railroads, 
and the phraseology of the law conforms to conditions preva.il
ing 11t that ti111e (!\larch 3, 1825). yet it is equnlly applica
ble to the modern system of conveyance and protects alike the 
transportation of the mail by the "lin11ted express" and by the 
old-fashioned stage coach. 

Same.-The stntute applies to all persons who, "knowingly and wil
fully" obstrnct nnd retard the passage of the mails or the 
carrier canying the sRme; that is, to those \\'ho know that the 
acts perfornlPd, however innocent they may. otherwise be, will 
have the effect of obstructing a nd retarding the mail, and who 
perform the acts with the intent that such shall he t heir opera-
tion. U. S. v. Kirby, 7 Wall., 485. cited. ' 

8ame.-The statute also appliPs to persons who, hadng in view the 
accomplishme11t of other purpose:;, perform unlawful acts, which 
hnve the effect of obstructing and retarding the passage of th•i 
mails. In such cases, an intent to obstruct and retard the mails 
will be imputed to the authors of the unlawful act. although 
the attainment of other ends mn.r have been their primary 
object. U. S. v. Kirby, 7 Wall., 485, cited. 

Same--Mail Trains.-A mail train is a train as usually and regu
larly made up, including not merely a mail car, but such othC'r 
cars as are usually drawn in the train. If the train usua lly 
carries a Pullman car, then such train, as a mail train, woulJ 
include the Pullman car as a part of its regular make-up. There
fore, if such a train is obstructed or retarded because it draws 
a Pullman car, it is no defense that the parties so delaying it 
were willinir that the mail should proceed if the Pullman car 
were left behind. U. S. v. ('lark, Fed. Cas. No. 14805, 23 Int. 
Rev. Rec., 306, followed. 

SOl!ne.-Any train which is carrying mail, under the sanction of the 
postal authorities, is a mail train, in the eye of the law. 

Bcune-Intent.-It is not necessary that defendants should be shown 
to have had knowledge that the mails were on board of a train 
which they have detained and disabled. On the contrary, they 
are chnrgeable with an intent to do whatever is the reasonable 
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and natural consequence of their acts; and as the laws make 
al! railw11ys post11l routes of the United States, and it is within 
every one's knowledge that a large portion of the passenger 
tr11ins carry mail, it is to be presumed that any person ob~tru<'t
ing' one of those trains, contemplntes, among other intents, the 
obstruction of the mail. U. S. v. Debs, 65 Fed., 211, followed. 

Combinations to Obstruct Interstate Oommerce.-Act July 2. 1890.
The word "commerce," 11s used in the act of July 2, 1890, to 
protect trnde and commerce against unlawful reRtraints and 
monopolies, and in the constitution of the United States, hn• 
a broacfrr mP11ning than the word "trade." Commerce among 
the states consists of intercourse and traffic between their citi
zens, and includes the transportation of persons 'and property, 
as well as the purchase, sale and exchange of commodities. 

Same.-"'hile the primary object of the statute was doubtless to 
preq•nt the destruction of legitimate and healthy compPtition 
in interstate commerce. by the engroRsing and monopolizing of 
the markE>ts for commodities. ,vE>t its provisions arE> hmail Pnongh 
to rc>ach a combination or conspiracy that will interrupt the 
tranRport.11tion of such ·commodities and persons from one. stat• 
to another. U. S. v. w·orkingmen's Amalgamated Council, 54 
Fed. Rep., 995, cited. 

Same-Pullman Oars.-Pullman c1trs in use upon railroads are in
$h11mfi'nta lities of "commerce." U. S. v. Debs, 64 Fed. Rep., 
763. cited. 

I 

Conspiracies-Combinations of Railroad EmpT.oyes-Unions and Pro
tecti'l!e Associations-Strikes.-The employes of rnilway com
panies have a right to organize for mutual benPfit 1md protec
tion. and for the purpose of securing the highest wages and the 
best conditions they cnn commimd. They may appoint officers, 
who sha 11 ach-ise them as to the course to be takPn in their 
relations with their employfi'r, and they may, jf th<>y choo!<e, 
repose in their offirers authority to order thE>m. or any of thPm, 
on pain of expulsion from thf'ir union. peaceable to leave their, 
employment hf'cause the terms thereof are not sa,tiRfactory. Rut 
it is unlawful for them to comhine and quit work for the pur
pose of compE>lling thE>ir employer to w~thdraw from his rela
tions with a third party. for the pnrposp of injuring tha,t third 
party. Thomas v. Railway Co., 62 Fed. Rep., 817, followed. 

Same.-A strike, or a preconcerted quitting of work, by a combina.-
. . tion of railroad employes, is, in itself, unlawful. if the · c~n

certl'd a<>tion is knowin.!!'ly and wi lfu 11,v ilirerted hy the p1trt1e1 
to it for thP pm·posP of ohstru<'ting a,nil rPtarding' the flll"!'lage 
of the mails, or in restraint of trade and commerce among the 
states. 
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01-Mnvnal Law--Reasonable Doubt.-A reasonable doubt is one aris
ing out of the evidence; not an imaginary doubt, a fanciful 
conjecture, or strained inference, but such a doubt as a reason
able man would act upon or decline to act upon when his own 
concerns are involved-a doubt for which a good reason can 
be given, which reason must be based upon the evidence 01· 

want of evidence. 

Sa1ne-Province or Jwry- Ore<JA,biUty of Witnesses .-The jury are 
the exclusirn judges of the credibility of the witnesses. A 
witness is presumed to speak the trnth, but this presumption 
may be repelled by the manner in which he testifies, by the 
character of his testimony, or by the evidence affecting his char
acter for truth, honesty, or integr ity, or his motives, and lJy 
contrary evidence. But the power of the jury to judge of the 
effect of evidence is not arbitrary; it must be exercised with 
legal discretion, and in subordination to the rules of evidence. 

(Volume 1. Page 348.) 
Denver & Rio Grande R. R. Co. v. Arrighi. (Circuit Court of 

Appeals, Eighth Circuit, March 18, 1904.) 

1i11tomat1c Coiiplers- Co11tribut.ory r.·egligence-Personal R esponsi
biUty.-Prior to the time when the act of congress beca.me fully 
operative, the employes of a ra ilroad company subject to its 
provisions, engaged in coupling cars engaged in interstate traf
fic, but not equipped with automatic couplers, assumed t he ordi
nary risks and hazards of that employment, and the company · 
,,..as not liable to them for injuries r esulting therefrom. The 
common-law doctrine of the assumption of r isk was then applica.
ble .. But a new rule is prescribed by the act. It specifical ly 
provides that the employes shall no longer rest under t he bur
den of that assumption in respect of any caT 11sed contrary to 
its provisions. While this is true, the r ailroad company is not 
th~reby depriv~d of the defense of contributory negligence. 
With an exception, unnecessary to be noted here, the risks and 
dangers of an employment which at common law are assumed 
by t~e ~nploye are not those which arise from the negligenr:e 
of either party. And when t he burden of t hose assumed risks 
and dangers were lifted from the employe by statutory enaet
ment, and cast upon the railroad company, there was not t rans
ferred ~herewith a responsibility for the negligence of the em· 
P.loye_ himself. The rationale of the doctrine of assumption of 
nsk 1s not that which supports the rule of contributory negli
gence. They operate differently, and ar e dependent upon widel ~' 
different principles. Railroad Co. v. McDade, 24 Sup. Ct., 24, 
48 L. Ed. 96; St. Louis Cordage Company v. Miller ( C. C. A. l, 
126 Fed. Rep., 495. It ca.nnot be assumed that by the passage 
?f a saluta.ry law designed for the protection of those engaged 
m a hazardous occupation congress intended to offer a premium 
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for carelessness. or to grant immunity from the consequences of 
negligence. The reasonable conclusion is that the defense of 
contributory negligence is as available to a railroad company 
after as before the passage of the act of congress, althoucth it 
has not complied with its requirements. "' 

(Page 1102, sec. 213. ) 
Ten Labor Oombinations-Oombimation Between Local Labor Unio-n 

and Labor Organization Ooverimg Many States-Boycott on 
Goods Sent to Other States.-The action of the members of a 
labor union in attempting to compel a hat manufactur er to 
un ionize his factory by leaving h is employment and preventing 
others from taking employment therein, and also, wit h t he as
sistance of the members of affiliated organizations, by declaring 
a boycott upon his goods in other states into which such goods 
have been shipped for sale at retail, does not have such rela
tion to interstate commerce as to constitute a combination or 
conspiracy in restraint of such commerce in violation of the 
Sherman Anti-Trust Act of July 2, 1890 (26 Stat., 209 ). Loewe 
v. Lawler , 148 F., 924. Decision not in print when body of t his 
book went to press. (This is the Da.nbury Ha t ters boycott 
case, decided against A. F. of L., 208 U. S., 274. ) 

Notes on Decisions. 
Decisions on Legal Work Hours- Eight-Hour Day on 

Public W ork Unconstitutional. 

(From the notes in 65 L . R. A., 44.) 
* * * In State ex rel. Bramley v. Nor ton, 5 Ohio N. P. 183, 

the Ohio common pleas held that an ordinance of a city which pro· 
vides that the specifications prepared by the head of any depar t ment 
of the executive branch of a municipality for any public works or 
improvements, and upon which, under proper adver tisement, bids 
should be received for the performance of such work or the making 
of any such improvement, should have inserted therein a clause p ro
viding that any and all common labor performed on such wor k, or 
the making of such improvement, as might be con templated, and in 
the pursua.nce of a ny such specifications, should not exceed eight 
hours per day, wa.s in conflict with the Bill of R ights in the Ohio 
Constitution, and also with sec. 1 of the 14th Amendment of the 
Constitution of the United States. The court took the posit ion that 
this was not a case where the occupation or industry pursued was 
injurious t o either the mor als, health, safety, or welfare of the 
public. 
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EIGHT-HOUR DAY IN MINES ILLEGAL. 
* * * A statute making it unlawful to work more than 

eigl1t honrs p<'r cl~.v in mines or smelters is in violation of Const., 
art. 2, sec. 3, guaranteeing liberty and the right to acquire, posses~, 
and protect property. 'Re Morgan, 26 Colo. 415, 47 L. R. A . 52, 77 
Am. St. Rep. 269, 58 Pac. 1071. 

EIGHT-HOUR LAW NOT OBLIGATORY. 
* * * The act of Congress declaring "that eight hours shall 

con!ltitute a day's work for all laborers or workmen * * * em
ployed by or on behalf of the goYernment of the United States" is 
in the nature of a direction by the United States to its agents; 
and is not a contract with laborers to that effect, and does not 
prevent the officers of the government from making agreements with 
laborers by which the day's labor may be more or less than eight 
hours a day. United States v. Martin, 94 U . S. 400, 24 L. ed. 128, 
Reversing 10 Ct. CJ. 276; Averill v. United States, 14 Ct. Cl. 200. 

And so where a laborer ha.s been in the habit of working for 
the government twelve hours a day at a certain compensation per 
day, and in answer to h is request, is informed that, if he wishes 
to remain in the service, he must continue to work twelve hour~ 
per day, and receives his pay accordingly, he cannot afterwards 
recover for the additional t ime over eight hours as a day's labor. 
United States '" Martin, 94 U. S. 400, 24 L. ed. 128, Reversing 10 
C!t. CJ. 276. 

Where a contractor with the United States employed a laborer 
in work on the contract, and was to pay him, there was no privity 
between the laborer and the United Sfa.tes, to sustain a claim for 
wages, as the mode, manner, and rate of the contractor's compen
sation were a matter between him and the United States, and 
were one with which the laborer had nothing to do; and a claim 
against the government by the laborer, t o the effect that he had 
labored ten hours per day on the contract, and claiming of the 
government remuneration for the extra additional two hours, will 
not be allowed. United States v .. Driscoll, 96 U. S. 421, 24 L . ed. 847. 

FROM NOTES IN 65, L. R. A. 45. 
* * * It is for the courts to determine what are the subjects 

upon which the police power are to be exercised, and the reasonable· 
ness of that exercise; and legislation to protect a citizen against 
the consequence of his own acts is not within t he constitutional 
exercise of the police power. Re Morgan, 26 Colo. 415, 47 L. R. A. 
52, 77 Am. St. Rep. 269, 58 Pac. 1071. 

NO PAY FOR EXTRA HOURS. 
(From notes in 65 L. R. A., 47.) 

• * * Where a state statute provided that ten hoUJ"B of 
a.ctual labor should be a day's work unless the contract stipulated 
for a longer time, and there was no stipulation in words between 
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the parties as to the number of hours which should constitute 
a day's work, one who was employed by a paper company as n, labo1er 
in its pulp mill from March to December, which mill was run the 
whole twenty-four hours by a day crew and night crew, the men 
in each crew alternating each week in their work-those who 
work in the day time in one week-who worked in this manner 
during the term of his employment, and knew when he began 
work that there were two crews working in the manner described; 
and who, with the other workmen, received his pay of a sum per 
day agreed upon by him and the company for each day he had 
been employed during the week, and at no time of payment com
plained or objected that he had not received the correct amount due 
him, and made no claim for payment for labor performed in over 
hours until after bis employment bad terminated-cannot af terwards 
recover pay for the extra hours, as an agreement is express none the 
less thnt it is expressed by conduct, and not by words. Fitzgera.Jd 
v. International Pa per Co., 96 Me. 220, 52 Atl. 655 . 

The provision of a statute that the period of employment of 
workingmen in all underground mines or workings, or in smelters 
or other institutions for the reduction of refining of ores or metals, 
shall be eight hours per day, applies with equal force to the employer 
and employe; and a person who works for another, in a mill or 
reduction works, more than eight hours per day, cannot recover 
the quantum meruit for his services during the overtime. Short 
v. Bullion-Beck & C. Min. Co., 20 Utah, 20, 45 L. R. A. 603, 57 
Pac. 720. 

EIGHT-HOUR DAY GENERALLY ILLEGAL. 
(From the notes in 65, L. R. A., 42. ) 

* * * A statute which provides that for all classes of 
mechanics, servants, and laborers, except those engaged in farm, or 
domestic labor, a day's work should not exceed eight hours, is 
unconstitutional because the discrimination against farm and do
mestic labor is special legislation. Low v. Rees Printing Co., 41 
Neb. 127, 24 L. R. A. 702, 43 Am. St. Rep. 670, 59 N. W. 362 . 

In re eight-hour law, 21 Colo. 29, 39 Pac. 328, the supreme, 
court of Colorado, in answer to certain questions propounded to 
it under the provisions of the constitution by a resolution of the 
house of representatives, as to whether a statute providing that 
"eight hours shall constitute a legal day's labor in all mines, facto
ries and smelters in this state" be constitutional and legal, said : "Tt 
is not competent for the legislature to single out the mining, manu
facturing, and smelting industries of the state, and impose upon 
them r estrictions with reference to the hours of their employes from 
which other employes of labor are exempt. An act such as pro
posed would be manifestlv in violation of the constitutional inhibi
t ion against class legislation." 

A statute prohibiting the employment of females in any factor:v 
or workshop for more t han eigh t hours a day is unconstitutional 
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as partial and discriminating in its character, whether applying only 
to manufacturers of wearing apparel and other like articles, or to 
manufacturers of all kinds of products. Ritchie v. P eople, 155 111. 
98, 29 L. R. A. 79, 46 Am. St. Rep. 315, 40 N. E. 457. 

TEN-HOUR DAY UNCONSTITUTIONAL. 
(From the notes in 65, L. R. A., 41. ) 

* * * Under the United States Constitution, as well as that 
of Ohio, no person can be denied the equal protection of the laws, 
or be deprived of his property, aga.inst hi s consent, without due 
process of law; nor can it be taken from him, even for a public use, 
without compensation. Wheeling Bridge & Terminal Co. v. Gilmore, 
8 Ohio C. C. 658. 

And so, so much of the provisions of the section of a statute 
a& provides that ten hours shall constitute a day's work, and for 
every hour that any conductor, fireman, engineer, brakeman, or 
any t rainman, or any telegraph operator of any company, who 
works under the directions of a superior, or at the request of 
the company, shall work overtime, he shall be paid for such extrn 
services in addition to his diem, is unconstitutional and void. Ibiu. 

PUBLIC CONTRACTORS MA}' IGNORE LAW. 
(From notes in 65, L. R. A. 51. 

* * * Where one agrees to furnish to the government of the 
United States two barges, to be delivered within a certain time 
for the making of the contract, which, if built according to certa.in 
specifications furnished him, are to be purchased by the government 
from him, the building of the barges is in no sense a part of the 
public works, as the barges are his, and are to be his until the gov· 
ernment purchases them. They may or may not become the property 
of the government. The transfer of title to them depends upon con· 
ditions which cannot be determined until the barges are completed; 
and so, an informat ion against such an one under the act of Con· 
gress forbiding a contractor or subcontractor to employ upon any 
of the public works of the United States laborers or mechanics to 
work more than eight hours in any calendar day, for working em
ployes over eight hours per day on such barges, should be dismissed, 
and the defendant discharged. United States v. Ollinger, 55 Fed. 959. 

NO SPECIAL PROTECTION FOR WOM'EN. 
(From notes in 65, L. R. A. 45.) 

* * * And so a statute prohibiting the employment of wo
men in factories or workshops for more than eight hours a day 
cannot be sustained as a police regulation for the promotion of the 
public health, on the ground that it is designed to protect women 
on account of their sex and physique, as sex is no bar, under the 
Illinois Constitution of Jaws, to the right to contract, and the mere 
fact of sex will not justify the exercise of police power for the pur-
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pose of limiting the exercise of such right by a woman, unless there 
is some fair, just, and reasonable connection between such limita
tion and t he public health, safety, or welfare; and there is no reason
able gr ound why a woman should be deprfred of the right to de
termine for herself how many hours during each day she can and 
may work in an employment conceded to be lawful in itself and suit
able fqr her to engage in, even if the police power can be exercised 
to prevent an injury to the individual engaged in a par t icular calling, 
Ibid. 

EIGHT-HOUR LAW FOR FEM:.ALE UNCONSTITUTIONAL. 
(From notes in 65, L. R. A. 43.) 

* * * The privilege of contracting is both a liberty and a 
property right of which one cannot be deprived without due process 
of law; and the right to labor, or employ labor, and make contracts 
in respect thereto upon such terms as may be agreed upon, is in
cluded in the guarantee of Const., llrt. 2, sec. 2, that no person shall 
be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of Jaw. 
Ritchie v. People, 155 Ill. 98, 29 L. R. A. 79, 46 Am. St. Rep. 315, 
40 N. E. 457. 

And a statute providing that no female shall be employed in 
any factory or workshop more than eight hours in any one day, or 
forty:eight hours in any one week, prohibits both the employer a.nd 
employe from entering into a contract of employment for a greater 
t ime, and r estricts t heir rights to contract with each other with 
reference to the hours of labor. Ibid. 

The legislature, in undertaking to impose an unreasonable and 
unnecessary burden upon any one citizen or class of citizens, trans
cends the authority intrusted to it by the Constitution, although il 
imposes the same burden upon all other citizens or class of citizens. 
Ibid. 

A statute prohibiting the employment of females in any factory 
or workshop more than eight hours a day is unconstitut iona l as a 
purely arbitrary restriction upon the fundamental right of the citi
zen to control his or her own t ime and faculties, and a substitution 
of the legislative judgment for that of the employer and employe 
in a matter about which they are competent to agree with each 
other. Ibid. 

The right to make contracts is inherent and inalienable under 
Const. art. 2, sec. 1, declaring that all men are by nature free and 
independent, and have certain inher ent and inalienable rights, 
among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; and 
any attempt unreasonably to abr idge it is unconstitutional. Ibid. 
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Decisions on Liability for Injury. 
"FELLOW SERVANT" NOT LIABLE. 

128 Federal Reporter. P. 529. Cilbert v. Burlington, C. R. 
& N. Ry. Co. et al. 5. Same. One who voluntarily and unnec
essarily exposes himself to an imminent known danger and thereby 
directly contributes to his injury, cannot escape the fatal effect 
of his contributory negligence because the unknown negligence vf 
the defendant, which concurred to produce the injury, made the 
danger greater than he supposed it to be. 

6. Same-Contributory Negligence-Evidence. 
A railroad company accustomed to keep its guard rail blocked 

permitted the block to disappear from one of them. A brakeman, 
in ignorance that the block had disappeared, after trying to couple 
two moving cars by means of a lever on his side of the train, which 
bad been furnished for the same purpose, entered between the 
ends of the cars, uncoupled them without the use of the lever, caught 
hill foot between the guard rail and the main rail, and was injured. 
HELD, conceding, but not deciding, that the company was negligent 
in permitting the guard rail to become unblocked, the plaintiff 
failed to exercise ordinary care; his failure directly contributed to 
bis injury, and was fatal to his action for damages on account of it. 
Vol. 55 Federal Reporter. P. 943. Bohn Manuf'g. Co. v. E rickson et al. 

1. Injury to Minor Employe-Warning of Danger. 
It is the duty of a master to notify a minor servant of the ordin

ary risks and dangers of his employment, which the former knows, 
or which a master of ordinary prudence and intelligence would under 
like circumstances, know, the minor does not understand or ap
preciate and to instruct him how to avoid them. 

2. Same.-Ordinary Risks. 
No duty rests upon the master to notify the minor servant of 

the ordinary risks and dangers of his occupation which the latter 
actually knows and appreciates, or which are so open and tip
parent that one of his age, experience, and capacity would, under 
like circumstances, by t he exercise of ordinary care, know and ap· 
preciate. These dangers the minor assumes. 

3. Same.- Latent Dangers. 
~t is the duty of the master, however, to notify the minor serv

ant of any latent dangers connectt>d with a hazardous employment 
which are known to him, and which the servant is not aware. 
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4. Sarne.-Latent Damgers-lnstruction. 
A boy of 15, at work at a relishing machine in defendant's woCJcl

working factory, had his hand cut by the knives of the machine; 
and all the circumstances of t he accident as shown by the evidence 
were such that he must have been held to have assumed the risk1 
and defendant exonerated from any negl igence in the premises, be
cause the danger incurred was well known to the boy, unless the 
jury found that the revolving knives created a suction that tended 
to draw into or against the knives any body which, like the boy's 
hand. was placed close to them and that this was known to the <le
fendant, but was not known to the boy. HELD, that it was error 
to refuse an instruction to t his effect, requested by defendant, and to 
give a general charge in which the issue as to this alleged suction 
was not mentioned. 

KNOVV"'LEDGE OF DANGER PRE-SUPPOSED. 
Federal Reporter, vol. 55, p. 946-Bohn Manf'g v. Erickson. 
SANBORN, Circuit Judge, (after stating the facts). It is the 

general rule that a servant assumes the ordinary risks and dangers 
of the employment upon which he enters, so far as they a.re known 
to him, and so far as they would have been known to one of his 
age, experien~e and capacity by the use of ordinary care. He does 
not assume latent dangers k-nown to t he master that a.re actually 
unknown to him, and that one of his capacity and .experience would 
not have known by the use of ordinary care. It is the duty of the 
master to notify the servant of such dangers. Obviously the line 
between dangers apparent and latent varies with the varying ex
perience and capacity of the servants employed. Risks and dangeu 
that are apparant to the man of long experience, and of a high order 
of intelligence, may be unknown to the inexperienced and ignorant; 
hence, if the youth, inexperience, and incapacity of a. minor who i3 
employed in a hazardous occupation a re such that a mast er of ordin
ary intelligence and prudence would know that he is not aware of 
or docs not appreciate the ordinary risks of his employment, it i1 
his duty to notify him of them, and instruct him how to a.void 
them. This notice and instruction should be gradunted to the age, 
intelligence, and 1experience of the servant. They should be such as 
11 master of ordinary pr11~1>11ce and ~fl.)!~city would give undnr lilw 
circumstances, for the purpose of enabling the minor ·not only to 
k-now the dangerous nature of his work, but also to understand and 
appreciate its risks and avoid its dangers. They should be governed, 
after all, more by the experience and capacity of the servant than 
by his age, because the intelli1?ence and experience of men measure 
their knowledge and npprecia tion of the dnn~ers about t~em .f11.r 
more accurately than their y<'n rs. Pressed Rnck Co. v. Remne1ger 
(1 11 Rup.), 2!l N. E. Rep. 1106, 1107; Dowling v. Allen, 74 Mo. 
13, 16; Railway Co. v , Valirius, 66 Ind. 511, 518; Buckley T. Guth 
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Percha Co. (N. Y. App.), 21 N. E . Rep. 717; Railway Co. Y. 
Frawley (Ind. Sup.), 9 N. E. Rep. 595, 598. . 

On the other hand, no duty rests upon the master to notify the 
minor of the ordinary dangers of his occupation that are so open 
and apparent that one of his age, expe1·ience and capacity woui<l, 
under like circumstances, by the exercise of ordinary care, know and 
appreciate them. No duty rests u pon him to notify the minor of 
the ordinary dangers of his employment that the latter actually 
knows and appreciates. As to these dangers and risks that he 
actually knows and appreciates, and as to those that a re so apparent 
and open that one of his age, experience and capacity would, in the 
exercise of• ordinary care, know and appr eciate them, the minor is 
governed by the same rules as the adult. He assumes these risks 
by entering upon or continuing in the employment, and no negli
gence can be charged to the master, and no liability can be fastened 
upon him, because he fails to give futile notices and warnings of 
these dangers, which the minor knows and appreciates, or ought 
to know and appreciate. Engine works v . Randall, 100 Ind. 293, 
208; 300; Berger v. Railway Qo., 39 Minn . 78, 38 N. W. Rep. 814 ; 
Sullivan v. Manufacturing Co, 113 M~ss. 396; Fones v. Phillips, 39 
Ark. 17, 38. 

126 Federal Reporter, page 496, St. Louis Cordage Co. v. Miller. 

7. Same.- Factory Act of Missom'i,..-Effect. 
The factory act of Missouri (2 Rev. St. 1899,: 6433), which 

requires gearing and belting to be guarded, does not abolish the rle
fense of assumption of risk. It does not deprive pa.rties of their 
right to contract concerning the risks of their avocations. 

8. Same.- Pm·emptory Instruction. 
Where the uncontradicted evidence discloses the fact that the 

defect in the place or machinery was obvious, and the danger from it 
apparent to an ordinarily prudent person of the intelligence and ca· 
pa.city of the servant, and that the servant entered upon or continued 
in the service without complaint of it, the defense of assumption of 
risk is copclusively established, there is no question for a jury, and 
the court should instruct them to return a verdict for the master. 

9. Facts-Errors. 
A young woman 20 years of age was injured by slipping her 

fingers into the mashing cogs of gearing in a factory where she had 
worked more than six months, and where she had been frequently 
called upon to opernie, for 10 or 15 minutes at a time, the forming 
machine which she was tending when she was injured. In stopping 
and starting the machine she moved the greasy handle of a lever 
from a point eight inches from the exposed cogs to a point five or 
six inches from them, and then back ngain. When she commenced 
to work at this ·machine the cogs were covered, but they had been 
uncovered fol'. six weeks before her injury, she had been aware of 
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this fact, and she had continued to operate the lever for 10 or 15 
minutes each day during the six weeks after the cogs were exposed, 
when her hand slipped from the lever between the cogs, and her 
fingers were injured. The court refused to instruct the jury to return 
a verdict for the defendant, and charged them that the servant did 
not assume the r isk of the exposed machinery unless the danger 
from it was so imminent that no ordinarily prudent person would 
have incw-red it . 

NO LIABILITY FOR ACTS OF "FELLOW SERVANTS." 
The danger from the negligence of fellow servants is not so im· 

minent that persons of ordinary care and prudence will not and do 
not incur it, and yet the Supreme Court and the courts of Amer ica 
and England generally agree that, iu the absence of st at utory pro· 
visions to the contrary, an employe, who with others, enters the ser· 
vice of a common master, assumes the risk of their negligence. Rail
road Co. v. Baugh, 149 U. S. 368, 13 Sup. Ct. 914, 37 L. ed. 772 . 
The danger from unblocked frogs upon a railroad is not so imminent 
that employes of or dinary car e and prudence would not and do not 
engage and continue to operate trains over them, and yet the Supreme 
Court and other courts hold that such servants assume the r isk of 
the injur ies which they may entail. 

Southern Pacific Co. v. Seley, 152 U . S. 145, 155, 14 Sup. Ct. 
530, 38 L. ed. 391; Appel v. Buffalo, etc., R. Co., 111 N. Y. 550, 
19 N . E. 93; Gillin v. Railroad Co., 93 Me. 80, 86, 44 At!. 361; 
Wood v. J,ocke, 147 l\fass. 604, 18 N. E. 578; Mayes, Adm'r, v. 
Chicago, R. L & P. Ry. Co., 63 Iowa, 563, 14 N. W. 340, 19 N. W. 
680. The danger of injury from low bridges on ra ilroads is not f:!O 
grave that servants of ordina1·y prudence and care would not and do 
not engage and continue to operate railroads through them, and yet 
they assume the risk of the injuries which r.esult from these bridges. 
Myers v. Chicago, St. P. M. & Co. Ry. Co., 95 Fed. 406, 407, 37 C. 
C. A. 137, 138; Brossman v. Railroad Co., 113 Pa. 490, 6 Atl. 
226, 57 Am. Rep. 479; Smith v. Railroad Co., 42 Minn. 87, 43 N. 
W. 968; Devitt v. Railroad Co., 50 Mo. 302, 305. The danger of 
injury from working on the greasy floor of a backing house or 
from depressions in cement floors, is not so grave that persons of 
ordinary prudence would not and do not engage and continue t o work 
upon them, and nevertheless the r isk of such injuries is assumed by 
the servants who engage in the employments. Cudahy Packing Co. 
v. Marean, 45 C. C. A. 515, 517, 106 Blackstone Mfg. Co., 177 Mass. 
69, 71, 58 N. E. 180. The danger of in jury from tending the 
revolving knives of a relishing machine (Bohn Mfg. Co. v. Erick
son, 5 C. C. A. 341, 343, 55 Fed. 943, 945), from swinging a loaded 
t runk from one car to another by means of a strap attached to it 
.(Gowan v. Harley, 6 0. C. A. 190, 197, 56 Fed. 973, 980). fro~ load
mg marble slabs upon their edges upon a wagon a"!)d drawmg the 
wagon along the st reet (Motey v. Pickle Marble & Granite Co., 74, 
Fed. 155, 158, 20 C. C. A . 366, 369), from using a plugged gas pipe, 
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rather than a wooden bar, to tamp dynamite into drilled holes (King 
v. Morgan, 48 C. C. A. 507, 511, 109 Fed. 446, 450), were not so 
imminent that prudent servants familiar with · the duties of these 
various avocations would not and did not engage and continue io 
use the defective articles, and yet this court h>\S held in a.ll these 
cases that these servants assumed the risks of the injuries which 
resulted from them. All these decisions are inconsistent with the 
theory submitted to the jury in this case for their guidance and ex
pressed in the opinion of the majority of this court in Southern 
Pac. Co. v. Yeargin, and the decision in King v. Morgan was ren
dered subsequent to that in the Yeargin case, so that the latter 
opinion, as well as the earlier opinions of this court, are not in ac
cord with the charge given to the jury by the court below. Are a ll 
these decisions wrong? 

126 Federal Reporter, p. 495, St. Louis Cordage Co. v. Miller. 

(From the opinion of Sanborn, 0. J.) 
In the case of Northern Pacific Railroad Co. v. Mares, 123 U. 

S. 710, 720, 8 Sup. Ct. 321, 31 L. ed. 296, a brakeman in the em
ploy of a railroad company had been injured in consequence of the 
negligence of tbe company in retaining in its service an engineer 
who was known to be careless and negligent. On the trial of the 
case the defendant company asked the court to instruct the jury 
that "if the plaintiff knew or bad the opportunity of knowing, 
before his fall from the car in question, that Bassett (the engineer) 
was an unfit or unsafe man to run the engine in question, in that 
case it was the plaintiff's duty to refuse to work with him any 
longer, and his failure to do so would prevent him from recovering." 
The trial court refused this instruction, and the Supreme Court of 
the United States, speaking by 1\fr. Justice Matthews, said that the 
trial judge wa.s clearly right in refusing the instruction; that the 
duty of the plaintiff under the circumstances was not to be de
termined by the single act of his knowledge of the danger he incurred 
by continuing to serve with a co-ernploye known by him to be an 
unfit and incompetent person; that it was enough for the court to 
say, as it did, that a failure of the plaintiff to refuse to work, in 
view of the knowledge which be had of the engineer's incompetency, 
might be negligence on h is part, and that it was for the jury to 
say, from all the attending circumstances, whether his failure to do 
so was in fact contributory negligence. 

In the case of Kane v . Northern Central Railway, 128 U. S. 
91, 94, 9 Sup. Ct. 16, 32 L. ed. 339, the plaintiff, Kane, had been 
injured by reason of the fact that a step was missing from one of the 
cars of the train upon which he was working, which rendered the 
car~ defective. It appeared that the plaintiff became aware of the 
defect in the car sometime before he was injured , and that after 
such knowledge he continued in the discharge of his regular duties. 
The Supreme Court, speaking by Mr. Justice Harlan, declared that 
it could not be said that the plaintiff was guilty of contributory 
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negligence in staying upon the train in the capacity of a brakeman 
after he had observed that a step was missing from one of the cars; 
that an employe upon a railroad owes it to the public as well as to 
his employer not to abandon his post unnecessarily; and that the 
danger arising from the defective car was not so imminent as to 
subject him to the charge of recklessness in remaining at his post 
under the circumstances disclosed in that case; citing, in support nf 
his statement that the plaintiff was not bound to quit his employers 
service unless the risk of getting hurt was imminent, the previous 
decision of the Stlpreme Court of the United States in Hough v. 
Railroad Co., 100 U. S. 213, 224, 225, 25 L. ed. 612. 

126 Federal Reporter. Glenmont Lumber Co. v. Roy. 

3. Scime.-A.ssumption of Risk. 
A servant by entering or continuing in the employment of a mas

ter without complaint, assumes the risks and dn.ngers of the st-rvice 
which he knows and appreciates, and those which an ordinarily prud
ent person of his capacity and intelligence would have J.n10wn n,nd 
appreciated in his situation, including the risks and dangers whieh 
arise from the failure of a master to fully discharge his duty, to 
exercise ordinary care to furnish the servant with a reasonably safe 
place to work, and reasonably safe appliance to use. 

6. Inj1vry to Employe-Evidence . 
A young man, 20 years of age, who had worked around sawmill8 

for some months, and had used a cant hook 6 days, stood upl)n 
a bumper 18 inches high, composed of a timber 12 to 12, and 12 feet 
long, and a timber 6 by 12, and from 6 to 10 feet long, placed upon 
it so that it would present a face of 6 inches, took hold of ·a log 
lying upon an inclined deck by the side of the bumper with a cant 
hook, lifted, his cant hook slipped, and he fell forward onto the car
riage of a sawmill, and was borne against the saw, so that his hand 
was injured. The saw was boxed, with the exception of the space 
requisite for the movement of logs against it which were to be sawed. 
There was no post at the lower end of the bumper for the workman 
to steady himself against, as there was in some other mills. The 
bumper was somewhat shaky, and the cant hook loose in the socket. 
The plaintiff sought to recover damages on account of. these defects. 
They were open and visible, and he testified that he was aware of 
them all, but that he did not realize the danger. 

HELD, the defects were obvious, and the dangers so apparent to 
an ordinarily prudent person of his inteJ!igence and abi~ity that by 
continuing in the employment five days he assumed the risk of 
these defects and dangers, and that the court should have instructed 
the jury to return a verdict for the defendant. 
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Legal Status of Labor as Established 
by Decisions. 

A L<JtrQyer's Deductions From Decisions. 

mENERALLY speaking, strikes are illegal, and the trade 
union that accomplishes t he purpose of its existence is a 
crimina.J conspiracy. The only permissible and lawful strike 

is the one that is peaceful and orderly, causing no inconvenience to 
the employer and inflicting no damage upon his business or property : 
and the only lawful trade union is the one that exercises no coercion 
in dealing with an employer, interfering in no manner with the 
employer's right to employ whom he sees fit and to run bis business 
in any manner he deems proper. It is quite genera lly held by the 
courts that there can be no such t hing as a legal strike. Indeed, 
under United States v. Cassidy et al., a strike of r ailroad employcs 
engaged in the operation of trains is necessarily unlawful, because 
it is impossible to conduct such a strike without being " in r estraint 
of trade and commerce among the states." This decision was based 
upon the Sherman Anti-Trust Act. A similar view was taken by 
Judge Billings in United States v. Workingmen's Amalgamated 
Council of New Orleans, and also by Judge Speer in vV'aterhouse v. 
Comer, and since the Supreme Court of the United States in the 
Hatters case has declared that the Sherman Act does apply to labor 
organizations, there seems to be no doubt that it is impossible for 
workingmen to conduct a strike witlwut subjecting themselves to the 
penalties prescribed by latW against illegal combinations. 

An employer may clischarge an eniploye for no other rea-son 
than because of lllis membership in a laoor wnion, and it is not with
in the power of Congress to pass a latW forbidding such d·iscrimina
tion. It has also been held that a state legislature cannot prevent an 
employer from making employment conditional upon an emplove 
not joining a labor union. I t ha-s also been held that a sta.tute for
bidding blacklisting is unconstitutional and that an injunction will 
not lie to prevent blacl~listmg. An employer need not furnish a dis
charged employe with a statement of his ser vices, nor can he be 
compelled to a~r:ign r easons for the employe's discharge, but the 
employer is lia'.: lc for damages for making false statements regard
ing same. 

A boycott is an unlawful conspiracy, and is subject to restraint 
by a court of cqllity. Parties engaging therein may be criminally 
prosecuted. 
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As a general rule, the maintenance of a picket by members of 
a labor union is unlawful. 

.As a general rule the working hours of labor cannot be limited 
by statute, though exceptions a.re made under the police power of 
the state-for example, the hours of labor in smelters, and of wo
men, can be regulated under the police power . 

While the courts have procla.imed the right of a man to quit 
his employment at any time he sees fit, and while the Supreme 
Court of the United States in the .Adair case (opinion delivered by 
Justice Harlan and concurred in by six members of the court) has 
declared that any legislation that attempts to disturb that right 
"is an arbitrary interference with the liberty of contract which no 
government can legally justify in a free_ land," it is nevertheless true 
that the right is not recognized as absolute, and the employes or 
combination of employes tnat quit work in such a manner as to 
cause inconYenience to the public or interference with the free 
movement of interstate commerce would find their declared right of 
little value. In the Lennon contempt case, which grew 01it of dis
obedience of the Ann Arbor injunction issued by JUDGE TAFT, 
the basis of Lennon's off<3'Jise ivas that he quit his employment after 
having st01rted on his joiwney and before having completed it, be
cause of an order from his superior officers to haul an .Ann Arbor 
car; and only resumed his employment and completed his journey 
upon receiving permission from the officers of his organization to 
haul the car in dispute. He was fined $50, and upon appeal, both 
the Circuit Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court of the United 
States, sustained the legality of his sentence, but refused to pass 
upon the questions as to whether or not Lennon's r ight to quit 
had been interfered with. It was held that that question was 
not before the court, and the view of Judge Ricks of the trial court 
was accepted, namely, that Lennon had not quit in good faith, ns 
was shown by his subsequent act in taking the train through to 
destination and again accepting service with the company. It wa8 
held by both JUDGES TAFT and Ricks in this same case that a, 
nian's right to quit is not cibsolute, and J udge Ricks expressly st(\tcif 
that when employes leave a terminal in charge of a train they d~ so 
under an implied contract. to take that train to its destination. To 
quit before reachini;: their destination would be an unla~~l act. 
and it would doubtless be so held by the courts. Any qu1ttmg ,)f 
employment, either singly or in combination with others, in such a 
ma.nner as to interfere with the free movement of interstate com
merce or the mails of the United States, would undoubtedly be held 
unlawful. The boasted right to quit work, even peacefully and in 
order, may, when exercised under certain conditions and circum
stances, subject a workingman to the penalties of the law. 

• 
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What Socialism Means. 
BY M, YOUTZ, 

m ROADLY SPEAKING, Socialist activity had its beginning 
with the blending together of two or more of the most min
ute particles for various purposes. The great law of asso
ciation that aids in all evolution is the motor of Socialist 

activity. The Socialists say that those things from which food, 
clothing, shelter, pleasure, etc., ar e produced should be the collective 
property of all the people, and that the ownership of them should 
not be usurped by any individual or set of individuals for the 
purpose of making a profit therefrom. 

For example: Air is necessary to life, as we all know. Sup
pose a company were to have placed around the world a covering 
suspended in the air or upon poles, and this cover was so arranged 
that air and sunlight could be let through only to tho'°e who wouid 
pay for it. 

Would you permit it ? No. You would say : What-make us 
pay for air; why, no, never, because we must have air or we will die. 

Just a minuet-Is it not a fact that we must have something 
else or we will likewise die? How about food, clothing, and shel
ter? While we may be able to go longer without these than air, 
nevertheless, we must have them or perish. · 

Socialism, however, is not the hungry growl of the people for 
& greater share of the world's mess of pottage--

Socialism is a protest against the outraged soul of man and 
,.,.omankind, the denial to childhood of its birthright to develop 
a.nd bloom in all its glory and splendor as nature really intended 
it should. 

The Socialist observes that in the evolution of industry from 
the hand too) age to the days of machinery, the owners of the 
machines become the masters of those who use the machine. 

Those who own the machinery buy the labor of those who must 
use it, thus human beings become comomdit ies upon the market and 
are bought and sold, their price being governed by the same condi
tions that govern the prices of other commodities, viz: cost of pro-
duction and the supply and demand. • 

The Socialist observes that as the machinery becomes more an1 
more developed it becomes a labor displacing or out of work .produ.;
inr in11titution; consequently the army of unemployed workers ever 
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increases, which constantly lowers the wages and standard of living 
of a people. 

The ownership of the great machinery of production and distr ibu
tion constitute the channels through which the wealth of a nation 
flows, consequently we have wonderful wealth on one hand and almost • 
indescribable poverty on the other. 

The Socialist contends that the private ownersh ip of the ma
chinery of production and distribution creates a competitive condi
tion in industry dividing the population into antagonistic classes, 
which is opposed to high . social progress; and from an economic 
standpoint, at the present time, is wasting the energy of more th&n 
half the people, and in many instances in a criminal capacitv. 

The Socialists say that if the dependence by the many upon the 
few for a livelihood jeopardizes the life, liberty and happiness of 
the masses. that it is the duty of government to provide for the 
social ownership of the collectiwly used machinery in order that 
the wealth thereby cre11ted may return to the users of the machin
ery, thus changing the status of industry from one of antagonism 
and crimin11l waste to one of co-pperation and conservation of 
human energy. 

The SociA Jigt observes that to acromplish this collective owner
ship it is necessary to organize a political party and through thfa 
agency seir.e the reins of government through the election of men 
to law ma.king oflires T'IPdged to the principles of a party and work
ing upon a progressive program. 

This progregsive program is composed of such measures as will 
at a II times protect the intPrest of the workers in the passage of 
every l11 w possible to improve their condition. At this time such 
as an eight-hour-day, short working week, better wages, sanitary 
factory conditions. sanitary dwellings, improving the food supply 
to give us better health, improving the working conditions of women 
and giving them equal rights with men, as well as increasing their 
wages in order to make them socially independent inst ead of eco.
nomicfl lly dependent, abolition of child labor, improvement of eda
cational facilities, etc., the collective ownership of mines, ra.ilro,.ds, 
fartories. Ptc., and every conceivable law to ameliorate the conditions 
of the working people. -

For this purpose the Soci!l list party is in the political battle 
of 1908, presenting to the people a progrnm of such measures and 
with the ultimate object in mind of the establishment of a Co-opera
tive Commonwealth. 
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SocialiSt Fairy Story. 
THE GENIE AND THE FARMERS. 

Once t here was a Genie who had a t remendous appetite. He 
found it difficul t t o supply his wants, and, besides that, he really 
had no taste for work. So he joumeyed into a Far Country in hopes 
of finding someone be could rob. But when he came to the Gr eat 
J_,and beyond the Seas he found the people organized and ready t o 
resist him if he should take their .proper ty by force. So he was 
eompelled to contriYe a better way. Assembling the farming popu
lation before him, he said: "I haYe here a magic wa.nd, and, hav
ing great Jove for you, and being desirous of doing you a great 
service, I wish to give it to you. If you stretch i~ out over t he field~ 
they will bring forth great crops before you and give you plenty. 
Tt will enable you to do ten t imes as much work as you could do 
with your ba re hands. Take it and sec if it is not so." They tried 
the magic wand and found it as the Genie had said. Then the 
Genie added: "I have given you the means whereby I made my 
living, and I do not know what I shall do. As you can by means 
of the wand inerease your product tenfold, why should you not bring 
me a fifth of what you produce in return for the ser vice which I 
have done you?" The thing seemed good to the Farmers, and they 
brouglrt the Genie a fifth of their combined product , which ga.Ye 
him a vast store of goods without him having to work at all. 

Yet still his appetite was not assuaged, and he again gatherPd 
t he Farmers before him. "I see," said he, "that you can produce 
more if each man will produce one thing, and bring it t o me, in 
order that I may effect the change. Try it and see if it is not so." 
The Farmers tried it and found it even as the Genie had said, and 
they brought every man his product to the Genie, exchanging it 
for such other things as he might want . The Genie took away 
from all articles n. portion of everything as it was brought to him, 
and then again when he gave out an article he took another portion, 
so that he was soon reeciving more t lmn all the Farmers combined. 

Still, his appt>tite was not satisfied, and he began tn.king grea ter 
and greater portions, until the Farmers were left alom~t without 
anything. Then the Farmers murmured. "Will you do without 
exchange?" asked the Genie. "No," answer ed t he Farmer s, "ex· 
change is a good thing." "Will you do without the magic wantl 
which enables you to pr oduce so much Y" "No," answered the Far-
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mers, "the magic wand is n, good thing." "Go along, then," com· 
mantled the Genie, ''becnuse I am getting hungry, and you will soon 
be in the same fix." 

And the Farmers went away. But they were scratching their 
heads and thinking. 
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A SocialiSt Fable. 
The Woolly Worm was crawling along through the dust. H1:1 

had no backbone, and really ought not to be blamed for his abject 
attitude. But he went along grumbling at others because he had 
heard others grumbling at the way the world was run, and Woolly 
Worm did not believe in grumbling. "They tell me that Man hold!! 
his head too high, and is a bit careless about where he sets his feet. 
It may be that sometimes he does tread on people who get in his way, 
but there have to be some people a t the head of things, and I 
would like to know how we could get along without Man. He 
gives us work, keeping out of his way." This seemed conclusive to 
Woolly Worm, and, feeling all swelled up over his logic, he lay 
still lower in the dust and went to sleep. Now it happened that 
while Woolly Worm was snoozing in unruffled innocence, a Ma11 
came along that way and set his foot on Woolly Worm. Woolly 
Worm was not in a condition to express an opinion of the Man 
after that, but a Grasshopper who flew past and who had listenl!d 
to the Worm's soliloquy, remarked to himself: "There is such a 
thing as being too meek and lowly." 

I WANT TO MAKE 

Studi~s in Socialism 
the best propaganda paper in the world. I am not going to allow com-
mercial advertising in it, and will print it in large, clear type. Two 
c•nts a y•ar in bundles of fifty or more Extra copies at 60c a hundred 
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Why the Church 
Opposes 
Socialism 
BY FRED D. WARR.EN 

The church b controlled b7 its prieets and 
preach era. 

The pricsta and preachers are controlled by 
those who contribute to their llalaries. 

The we&lthy pay more to the church tha.n the 
poor. 

Therefore, the wealthy, who are benefitted by 
the capitalist system, con,trol the church and dic
tate the policy of the preachers. 

These a.re facts that can't be u:plained away 
and are verified by investigation. The above 
pamphlet is an investigation of the influence 
of economic conditions upon religious organiza
tions and contains remarkable hist.orical matter 
that has never before been put together. When 
you read it you will know exactly why the 
church opposes Socialism and supports the cap· 
italist system. 

Price, Postpaid: 
A copy, 5 cents; a dozen, 50 cents; a hundred, $3 

Appeal to Reason, Girard, Kansas 



SOCIALIST BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEW PAMPHLETS 

THE STORY OF THE RED FL.AG. By G. B. Benham. The red 
flag is the old, old banner of revolt. So much ignorant preju
dice exists, and so many hostile allusions have been made of 
late that we have concluded to publish a true history of it, 
and the uses it has been put to in the past. It was one of the 
earliest flags used, and appears never to have signified more 
than cour1tge. In this country you can float a Russian, or Jap, 
or any old flag, but there are "desirable citizens" of the Orchard
Roosevelt type who will murder you if you float a red flag. Get 
a supply of the books, and help to remove this silly prejudice. 
lOc a copy, $1.00 a dozen, $5.00 a hundred. 

THE SOCIALIST VIEW OF THE LABOR QUESTION. By Ira 
G. Mosher. This pamphlet will clarify the minds of many as 
to how Socialists regard the labor question. 5 cents a copy, 
$1.00 a hundred. 

RAILROADS .AND REFORM. By N. A. Richardson, author of "In
troduction to Socialism." The railroad question, already the 
subject of legislation in almost every state, promises to be a 
principal topic in the campaign. Comrade Richardson, already 
well known to the Socialists, wrote the book lately specially 
for the Appeal. No Socialist can well afford to remain igno
rant of this subject. People will want to know what our posi
tion is. Every Socialist who expects to have anything to say, 
and certainly everyone will, should supply himself with these 
books. 10 cents· a copy, $1.00 a dozen, $5.00 a hundred. 

CLASS CONFLICT IN COLORADO. This is the Carroll D. Wright 
report. Its impor.tance as a campaign book cannot be over
estimated. The capitalist press continues antagonistic to the 
Western Federation of Miners. 10 cents a copy, $1.00 a dozen, 
$5.00 a hundred. 

NEW EDITIONS 
THE IDEAL REPUBLIC. By A. M. Dewey. This is a book that 

will never be out of date until the Co-operative Commonwealth 
is established. We have just printed a new edition of 10,000 
copies. 10 cents each, $1.00 a dozen, $5.00 a hundred. 

THE PARABLE 0 ]' THE WATER TANK. By Edward Bellamy. 
An old Socialist maker. $1.00 a hundred, $9.00 a thousand. 
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"Studies in 
Socialism" 

Heretofore published as a pamphlet, is now 
printed as a four-page paper the size of the 

Appeal, in large, clear type, and 
devoted exclusively to the So-

cialist propaganda, with 

NO ADVERTISING 

The Price now is: 

Single copy to one address one year $ . l 0 
SO copies to one address one year l.00 
SOO copies to one address one year 10.00 
Extra copies SO Cents a hundred 
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BOOKS OF INTEREST TO TRADE UNIONISTS 
f!Pil!l! IN THE TRADl!J UNIO:\S. Ily A. 

W. Ricker. A pamphlet. 16 8ages, 5 
cent• a copy, U per hundred, 1,00 for $9. 
THE PARABLE OF THEJ WATEJR TANK. 

By Edward Bellamy. Contains also "The 
Clvlll7.ed Monkeys," by b' red 0. Warren. No 
better explanation will ever be written of 
panics and shut-downs. ls a pamphlet, 16 
pa&e•, 5 cents each, $1 per 100, $9 per 
thouaand. 
THE STORY OF TBEl "MOLLIE MA-

GUlltES.'' By Geol'ge H. Shoaf. This is 
the true history of the much-alJused, much· 
lied about labor organization in the anthra
cite coal rei:ion in l'ennsyh·ania. 'l'he un
ion was destt·oyed and l'i of its memhers, 
all young men, unjustly hanged through 
the scheming of the same scoundrel of a 
Pinkerton who sought to deim·oy the West
el'D Federation of Miners. It ought to be 
In the hands of every union man in Amer
ica. Pamphlet, 5 cents each, $1 a hundred, 
$11 a thousand. 
THFJ APOS'l'ATE. A Parable of Child La

bor. By Jack London. 10 cents a copy, 
f 3 a hund1·ed, $25 a thousand. 
THFJ CLASS STRUGGLEJ. By Karl Kaut-

1ky. A pamphlet, 48 pai:es, 5 cenls a 
copy, $2.50 a hundred, $:.1:.1.50 a thousand. 

who may not bave seen it. 126 pages, lllus
t1·ated, 25 cents each, $2 a dozen. 
'.!'Hill JUNGLID. By Upton Sinclair. Eve1·y-

body remembers the row "The Jungle" 
rn ised. At last we have it In paper for 
50 cents a copy, $2 for five copies, $3 for 
10 copies, 100 copies, $25. Same book In 
cloth binding, $1.20. 
CLA::>S CUNl•'LiCT IN COLORADO. Com-

piled by Eugene V. Debs from United 
States Commissioner Wright's report, and 
all of It is taken word for word from the 
government's olflcial document, which was 
so favorable to the miners' side It was 
promptly suppressed. 10 cents a copy, $;; 
a hundred, $-15 a thousand. 
SUPPRESSED !Nl!' OIDiATION. By Fred 

D. Warren. A remarkable book, show
ing by official figures from another sup
pressed document the ratio between what 
labor earns and what It gets. The most 
valuable book in the world for organized 
labor. 10 cen ts a copy, $5 a hundred, $43 
a thousand. 
CLASS STRUGGLES IN AMERICA. By A. 

llf. Simons. 50c per copy, 5 copies $2. 

CLOTH BOO KS. 

'l'IIEJ SCARLET SHADOW. By Walter 
THFJ CHILD LABOR PROBLEM. Ily John llurt. A sto1·y of the Gt·eat Colorndo 

Spa1·go. 10 cents a copy, $5 a hundred, Conspiracy. Relates in absoi·bing narrntlve 
Ull a . thousand. form the efforts of the Mine Owners· Asso
UNIONISM AND SOCIALISM. By Eugene elation, thl'Ot1gh the scoundreiism of the 

V. Debs. A pamphlet. 48 pages, with l'inkei·ton Detective Agency, to disrupt the 
cover, 10 cents a copy, $5 a hundred, $45 Western irederation of Minei·s, the kidnap
• thousand. Ing of its leaders and the effort to bang 

them which failed. Cloth, 416 pages, $1.50 
DARROW'S SPEECH IN 'l'HE IIAYWOOD per copy, 10 copies for $10. 

CASE. Full text of what bas been said A CAPTAIN OF INDUSTRY. By Upton 
to be the greatest speech s ince that of l.!:d- Si I i A f t 'k Cl th "1 · mund Burke in the trial of Wanen uast- nc a r. story 0 a s n e. o "' • 
Inga. Contains also "God and the Good lO copies for $5-
llfan.''-A Fable. 112 pages, set close in 'l'IIE i RON HEEL. By Jack London. New-

• 8 point type ; 25 cents per copy, $10 a hun- est novel of this remukable author. Por-
dred, $50 per 1.000. trays the failure of the labor moYement, 

the estflbllshment of an autocracy in Amer
THE PULLMAN STRIKE . .Ry William Il. lea, the degrnclatlon of the working men 

Carwardlne. No doubt this history of to the condition of the abysmal beast, the 
one of the greatest strikes ever known In fina l overthrow of The It-on Heel and t he 
this country Is familiar to most union men, triumph of labor. Cloth, $1.50, 10 copies, 
but It Is listed here for the sake of those $10. 
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The Changing Order. 

THE America we know today is not the America which 

our grandfathers knew. Our social system, our political ideas, 

our religious beliefs, are changed. Apparently these changes 

have been made slowly, and, i:o most of us, imperceptibly. 

Yet as a matter of fact the changes made in our industrial 

system have been rapid, causing in turn a rapid remaking 

of our religious, civil and political structures. We pay scanty 

heed to these varying forms, and carry with us an indefinite 

idea that things have always been as they are today and will 

remain unchanged. A moment's serious reflection will con

vince you that this is untrue. Changes are constantly being 

made--otherwise progress would cease. The railroad, the 

electric car, the arc light, the telephone, the telegraph, the 
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ocean liner, are all inventions, each of which mark a com

plete industrial revolution. All of them have been perfected 

within the memory of many who are today actively engaged 

in the fierce struggle for existence. 

Religions; morals, ethics, change with the change of 

industrial systems. Says Loria: "As the reigning mo1:alit.v 

is always the product of existing economic conditions, the 

disintegration of any established economic system necessa

rily involves the dissolution of its corresponding system of 

ethics." 
No country in the world furnishes so striking an illus

tration of the correctness of this theory as does our own. 

Our churches no longer preach that slavery is a "moral in

stitution," as they did in 1836. Our legislators no longer 

enact fugitive slave laws. Our learned professors no longer 

point with pride to the "noble institution of chattel slavery," 

and profound axioms of political economy based thereon. 

The economic conditions which made these views and laws 

necessary and possible have passed away. 

The purpose of the following article is to direct the read

er's attention to these changes and to show how closely tha 

church follows the changing economic structure. 

Girard, Ka.n1u. FR::a:n. D. W .&.JlR:llN'. 
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Why the Church Opposes Socialism 
In every historical epoch the prevailing mode of,economic pro

duction and exchange, a.nd the social organization neces~arily fol
lowing from it, form the basis upon which is built up and from 
which alone can be explained the political and intellectual history 
of that epoch.-Karl Marx and Frederick Engels. 

THE MATERIAL BASIS OF SOCIETY. 

I wish to emphasize this statement, so I will repeat it 
again in a slightly different form : 

In every historical epoch the prevailing method of pro
ducing food and clothes and the necessaries of man's phys
ical existence form the ha.sis upon which is built the social, 
political and intellectual structu.re of that particular epoch. 

When Karl Marx and Frederick Engels put forth this 
statement, as embodying the essential feature of their discov
ery of the underlying forces of the movement of society, they 
laid down the gage of battle around which the forces oi 
radicalism and progress have rallied for over a half century. 
To di&prove the historical truth of this proposition mea.ns 
that you have captured the Socialist's strongest position. 
Shake the accuracy of this thesis and you have ehattered the 
philosophy of the scientific Socialist. 

Up to this time the opponents of Socialism have been 
unable to disprove its accuracy; while, on the other hand, 
history abounds with illustrations demonstrating its truth. 

The history of oi;ir own country furnishes a wealth of 
material proving that the theory of the materialistic con
ception of history is correct-and I propose to present for 
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your consideration a few of the !rl;riking illustrations whic11 

show that in the evolution of the American people from the 

primitive life of the early colonists to our modern complex 

civilization the entire social, political, intellectual and reli

gious structure of the nation conformed to the methods of 

producing the material necessities of life. 

ITS INFLUENCE ON THE AMERICAN CHURCH. 

I propose to discuss particularly the influence which 

this economic base of society has had upon the religious 

institutions and thought of America, and to point out how 

they have constantly changed to suit the varying views and 

economic needs of the dominant class. In pre-revolution

ary times the church supported the divine right of kings 

and feudal lords to rule and tax the people; during ante

bellum days the church, with not a single exception, sup

ported and fought for the "peculiar in!rl;itution" of slavery, 

which gave one class of men the right and power to take 

from another and larger class of men all that the latter 

produced, save barely enough to support a physical existence; 

and today the church supports this same system of exploi

tation in a slightly altered form.1 

No nation in the world furnishes so !rl;rong a proof of 

the materialistic basis of history as does our own. No 

country in any epoch of its existence ever furnished so strik

ing an example of the complete change in social, political 

1. It amount• In elfect to this, whether the operatives of a country 1hall 

t.e bought and 1old, and themselves become property, as In this state; or 

whether the7 shall be hirelings, and their labor only become property, as In 

1ome other 1tates.-<Jharleston Bnl)llst A•soclatlon memorial to legislature In 

1886. 
That u to thlt matter, It was ot no consequence by \vhat name yon called 

1our people, whether by that of tree men or sines. That In some countrle1 the 

laborlnr poor m•n wer• called tree men; In othera thev were called elans: but 

1he dltreronce waa Imaginary only. What mattera It whether a landlord employlnir 

ten laborera on bis farm gins them annually •• much as will buy the necessarle1 

ot llfe, or st•eo tb•m tho•• neceasarles at abort band ?-John Adamo 177~ trom 

"Loet PrlnclplM of Sectional Plquillbrtom," bJ Barbal'Ollla, 1860, p,' 89. ' 
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and religious thought as our own when the change was made 

from the slave method of production to that of the wage 

system. 
Previous civilizations had required centuries to evolve 

from the slave method of producing food and clothes to the 
modern method, under which the master simply buys so 

many hours, days or months of the labor time of the worker, 
instead of buying the whole time of the worker a·s during th~ 

slave period. It was a tortuous journey-this journey up 

through ancient slavery, feudalism and capitalism. It r8-

quired centuries upon centuries-and the institutions of pre
vious epochs had faded into the forgotten past before th·3 

new had been fairly established. 

SOCIAL PROGRESS IN AMERICA. 

Not so in America. These various stages, from the time 
when men equipped with crude implements wrested from 

the forest and stream the necessities for their existence, to 

this age of machinery, pass in rapid succession. Into thl) 

virgin wilderness of America, teeming with natural resources, 

came Europeans, fresh from the best civilizations of the 

old world, but which, compared to ours of today, fade into in

significance. They knew nothing of industry as we know it 

today. They knew nothing of electricity-nothing of steam 
and little of machinery. Their knowledge of navigation 

was limited and crude. Hence it should excite no wonder 

on our part that when they reached the new and unknown 

land of America they adopted the crude methods of primitive 

man. For protection against the savage they gathered to

gether in communities, and we find on the new continent 
the primitive communism of centuries previous practiced 

over again. And this was done from a purely economic 

r~uon--that of protection. This iaVG way latQr on, aa it 

< 
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did in older civilizations, to the indindualistic method. After 
the common danger from savages bad passed and ruggeil 
Nature had been brought into subjection, our American colo
nists commenced over again the struggle with man-and 
finally class against class. 

THE DEMAND FOR SL.A. VES. 

After the first period of discovery and development 
individual man depended upon his own strength, and with 
hie own hands wrested from Nature the simple food and 
other necessities to maintain life. Later on, as the colonist 
brought more land under his subjection, he discovered th'.lt 
he needed more laborers. The planter could no longer alone 
look after his plantation. Hands must be secured. The 
Indian would not work-civilization had nothing which it: 
could offer the savage in exchange for bis wild, care-free 
life. To bind himself even for a day to any other man to be 
his servant was distasteful and disagreeable to the man of 
the forest and stream, who asked no other's consent for the 
privilege of helping himself to the bounties of Nature. 

A few weeks ago I visited Manhattan Beach, near New 
York. For a moment I shut out from sight and sound the 
busy, noisy whir of the metropolis. I forgot that I wa8 
merely a cog in this mad whirl we call civilization. "I looked 
out over the wide expanse of waves, lazily lapping the beach, 
and far away, out beyond, lay the great sea, apparently mo
tionless under the steel blue light of the moon. The sky 
seemed to be stooping lower and ever lower toward the sea 
in its effort to understand the murmur of the ceaseless 
waves." And to the west rose the Palisades, and in imagi
nation I could see them in their pristine glory, untouched 
by the beauty-destroying hand of man. To the north 
stretched the waters of the Hudson, pulsating with the rise 
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and rythmic fall of the tide. I could feel within me the 
call of t'he wild. Again a primitive man, I looked over the 
vast estate and said: "It is mine." I did not possess it to 
the exclusion of others. There was plenty for me and m_v 
companions. And I could begin to understand why the 
red man fought to retain bis happy bunting grounds and 
why be resisted the galling chains of civilization. And then 
I went back to Hell, and wandered through the seething, 
myriad-lighted streets of the metropolis of the New World. 

THE INDENTURED SERVANT. 

But our colonist fathers were blind to the beauties 
around them-they were pressed by the galling taxes of 
European royalty and they were engaged in the struggle 
for existence. They looked across the sea and askeil for 
bond servants. Bond servants were shipped to the colonists. 
These bond servants were men who had failed to pay their 
debts-debts contracted in the fierce struggle to meet the 
exactions of the kings and the feudal lorde of the old world, 
and for this failure they were thrown into prison. For 11 
time this supply of cheap labor relieved the dietres11 of the 
planters. But so soon as these bond servants had serveJ 
their time they in turn became land-owners. An ax, a spade 
and a gun were all the implements needed to become an 
independent land-owner. Land was free in those days-there 
was none to dispute possession but the naked savage. Ae 
the white man, with bis strange weapons of warfare, extended 
his frontier the Indian moved ever westward. And so it 
came about, prompted by economic necessity, that the plant
ers and colonists, many of whom had been serfs and bond 
servants in the mother country, found it expedient to look 
about for labor that did not aspire to be free-that once en
slaved would stay enslaved-satisfied with the position :n 



8 Wayland's Monthly. 

life which God in His "infinite wisdom had placed him.' ' 
You see, the planters needed laborers-economic necessity-
and they told the negroes, and they instructed the ministers 
to tell them also, that God had placed them in this position 
for their own good and for their soul's salvation. They 
must stay or suffer the eternal damnation of their souls for 
rebelling against God's divine institution. 

THE .AFRICAN SLAVE. 

Enterprising slave traders, under the patronage of the 
kings of England, Spain and Portugal, visited the shores 
of Africa, and great numbers of black men and women were 
kidnaped and brought to the United States. It should be 
observed that in the early days of the slave trade, during the 
seventeenth century, the colonists were loth to accept the:::e 
new laborers. The necessity had not yet risen where they 
needed slaves, and it was not until the latter part of the 
eighteenth and the early part of the nineteenth centuries 
that chattel slavery was actually profitable to the plantel's 
of America. 

THE ATTITUDE OF THE CHURCH. 

With this short resume of the industrial situation in the 
United States up to the time of the Revolution, we will pa&s 
on to a consideration of the attitude of the church to thi::; 
institution of slavery. Did the church oppose it? Did the 
church support it? It did both-and, strange as it may see·1fl, 
to us at this time, it opposed it because it was wrong--. 
and it went to the scriptures to support its position; it sup
ported and defended it because it was right- for it was a 
divine institution inaugurated by God himself-and it (th~ 

church) went to the sm'iptures to prove this position. 
Now it is for the purpose of briefly inquiring into the 
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causes which led to this conflicting position on the part of 
the churches of the United States that we have opened this 
discussion, and in developing these causes I expect to prove 
conclusively that the church was influenced by the prevailing 
economic mode of producing the material things of life--thus 
strengthening, by illustrations from the history of our own 
nation, Marx's statement quoted at the beginning. In devel
oping this thought I will use only historical material which 
any one may obtain. For months I delved into the musty 
tomes of ante-bellum times, yellow with age and dusty from 
long disuse, in the Congressional library at Washington. 
It seems that we have been trying to live down the past 
by forgetting it. We would fain cover from the light this 
black chapter in the history of the American church. I pro
pose to hold up to your view the grinning skeleton of the past, 
not out of any spirit of maliciousness, but with the same 
object in view as the surgeon has when he probes a delicate 
physical wound . 

THE METHODIST CHURCH. 

I shall trace more particularly the course of the Method
ist Episcopal Church in its attitude towards slavery-becau:;e 
I feel more at home in the Methodist church; and, again, the 
history of the Methodist church is but the exact duplicate o-F. 
that of all other American churches, without a single notable 
exception. · 

As far back as the revolutionary war my people were 
Methodists. I well remember my great-grandfather. As a 
boy of six I led him by the hand over the hills and through 
the valleys of the old Ohio homestead. He was a Methodist 
-one of the first-and his home was always the meeting 
place of the early bishops of that church, as they travele:i 
from the East to the then just developing West. And so I 
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feel I run repeating family history when I read the follow

ing resolution, passed by the General Confei·ence of the 

Methodist church in 1780, at about which time this great

grandfather of mine put in his appearance to bless . a family 

of poor, but devout, Methodists: 

The conference acknowledges that slavery is contrary to the 

laws of God, man and nature, and hurtful to society ; contrary to 

the dictates of conscience and true religion, and doing what we 

would not that others would do to us. 

Remember, at this time the church was composed of a 

mere handful of believers-most of them fresh from Eng

land-poor in this world's goods.1 Some of them had but 

recently escaped from slavery as bond servants, and all of 

them were threatened with the prospect of falling into the 

hands of the civil authorities by reason of their failure or 

inability to meet their obligations. Hence, you can readily 

understand why slavery, in any of its hideous forms, ap

peared to them as a crime against society. 

REFUSED TO ADMIT SLAVE OWNERS TO LORD'S SUPPER. 

In 1784 the church was fully organized and this senti

ment was reiterated. A resolution was passed without n 

dissenting voice proscribing slave owners from. membership, 

and refusing to admit them to the Lord's supper. 

In 1785 the conference resolved that "we hold in the 

deepest abho1Tence the practice of slavery, and shall not cease 

to seek its destruction by all wise and prudent means." 

Again, in 1801, the conference declared "that we ard 

1. One halt ot the community was totally bankrupt, the other halt plunged 

~~.t~s~" depths ot poverty.-hlc)lnster's "History ot tbe People ot tbe United 

1. 1784. Hard by the Dutch church (lo New York) stood a smaller and Jes• 

pretentious chapel. on whose worshlp1>ers l!lplscopallnus and Dissenters alike looked 

down with horror not unmixed with contPmpt. '11le bntldtng had been put up some 

sixteen years hetore. Yet the congregation was not numerous. and was made 

up chleHy ot ehop-keepers and negroes, tor the M•t~odlst• were &till a ne\~ oect.

McMutu'1 "Bl•tor7 ot tho People ot the Un!tod Stnto1." 
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more than ever convinced of the great evil of African slavery, 
which still exists in the United States." 

A RADIOAL CHANGE IN ITS ATTITUDE. 

Now comes to us the startling part of the program of 
the Methodist Episcopal church. A complete summersait 
was turned between the years 1801 and 1836. 

From a little pamphlet published in 1842, written bj 
J ames Birney, I quote the following, which shows cleariy 
and unmistakably, backed by the conference records of that 
church, the attitude maintained by Official Methodism. Mr. 
Birney says: 

In 1836 the General Conference of the Methodist Church met in May, in Cincinnati, a town of 46,000 inhabitants and the metropolis of the free state of Ohio. An anti-slavery society had been formed there a year or two before. A meeting of the society was appointed for the evening of t he 10th of May, to which the abolitionists attending the conference were invited. (The Rev. Mr. Lovejoy, who was afterwards slain by a mob in defending his press at Alton, Ill., was present at the meeting.) Of those who attended, two made remarks suitable to the occasion. On the 12th of May Rev. S. G. Roszell presented in the conference the following preamble and resolutions: 
"Whereas. Great ea;citement has pervaded the country on the subject of modern abolitionism, which is reported to have been increased in this city recently by the wnjustifiable conduct of two members of the General C0nference lecturing upon and. in favor of that agitating topic; and. 
"Whereas, Such a coU1rse on the part of any of it3 members ~' calculated to bring upon this body the suspicion and distrust of the community and misrepresent its sentiments in regard to the point at issue; and, 
"Whereas, In this aspect of the case, a due regard for its own character, as well as a just concern for the interests of the church confided to its care, demand a full, decided and wnequivocaZ ea;pression of the views of the General Conference in the premise8; therefore. · 
"Be it Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conference, That they disapprove, in the most unqualified sense, the conduct of the two members of the General Conference who are reported to have Zee· tu.red Vii this city upon and in favor of modern abolitionism. "Resolved, by the delegates of the annual o<>nfH~, That th~ 
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are decidedly opposed to nwde·n~ abolitioni81n, and wholly disclaim 
any right, ivish or intention to interfere in the civil and political 
i·elation between master and slave, as it eansts in the slave-holding 
states of this union." 

DENOUNCED MEN WHOM THEY NOW HONOR. 

The resolutions were adopted by a vote of 122 to 11 ! 

And this in a free state, too, and by Methodists, who, be
fore and since, have posed as the champions of freedom and 
of the oppressed! Could a more complete summersault b':l 

conceived? Can you imagine a more disgusting and hu
miliating position for the great Methodist church ?-and only 
eleven protesting voices! Think of it for a moment, ID)' 

Methodist brothers. Are you proud of your church history? 
And do you know what your brothers in Christ-your grand· 
fathel' and my grandfather-called the Rev. Lovejoy and hi.s 
abolition associates? They called them infidels, and they 
tarred and feathered them, and they ostracized them, and 
they murdered them. And now what do you do? YOU 
MAKE HEROES OF THEM! 

But why this sudden and complete right-about-fac~? 

Now listen, for here follows the nub of the whole proposi
tion; and if what I sa.y is wrong-if my conclusions are 
wrong, then must the Socialist deny the theory of "econom;.c 
determinism," and admit that Marx was wrong when he said: 
"In every historical epoch the prevailing mode of econom~c 

production and exchange, and the social organization neces

sarily following from it, form the basis upon which is bui~t 

up, and from which alone can be explained, the political and 

intellectual history of that epoch." 

ECONOMIO CAUSES AT WORK. 

And so you do not have to go far to discover the cause 
of this two-faced attitude of the great Methodist church, 
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with its, at that time, 700,000 members. The slave system 

of production was now the economic method of production. 

It was the base of society. The black slaves were the mud

sills. They dug the wealth from mother earth, and it wa'! 

taken by the master. The dominant thought of this nation 

at that time was the thought arising from this system. T he 

majority of the supporters of the Methodist church were 

slave-owners. Can you not see that th~se preachers of the 

gospel of the lowly Nazarene were influenced by economic 

and financial considerations? Was there any other cause? 

Now listen to this, you people who deny that men are 

influenced in their views by their economic environment and 

who deny that our institutions are founded upon and in

fluenced by the base material means of producing the food 

and clothes which we must have to maintain a physical ex

istence: 

CONVICTED BY METHODIST TESTIMONY. 

During the General Conference of this same Methodist 

church, held in 1840-four years after the one just referred 

to-Rev. Capers, D.D., read from the reports of the 1780, 

1784 and 1785 conferences and attempted to show, because of 

the smallness of the chu1·ch and the little co111nection it had 

with slavery in 1780, that it adopted the language which 

WM precisely consistent with its circumstances, but when the 

church had extended further and become more entangl1Jd 

with slavery, there was a corresponding faltering in the 

language of the church against it. "BuT IN 1800 Tlir} 

CHURCH FELL INTO A GREAT ERROR ON THIS SUBJECT," con

tinues the Rev. Mr. Capers, D.D. "THE CONFERENCE AU

THORIZED ADDRESSES TO THE LEGISLATURES AND MEMORIALS 

TO BE CIRCULATED BY ALL MINISTERS, AND INSTRUCTED THE~i 

TO CONTINUE THOSE MEASURES FROM YEAR TO YEAR UNTIT, 
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. SLAVERY WAS ABOLISHED." He had no doubt but that the 
men who were engaged in this work were sincere and pious, 
but they soon perceived "it was a great error and abandoned 
it." . . . "WE KNOW OUR WORK," says Rev. Capers, "rT 
rs TO PREACH AND PRAY FOR THE SLAVES." 

Yes, the gentlemen knew their work, and they obeyed 
their masters-the men who put up the salaries and built 
the churches. .And in exchange for this the preachers were 
to preach and pray "for the slaves, to make them contented 
with their lot, and make them an easier prey for the Masters 
of the Lash. What" do you think. of the record? .And do 
you wonder that there was a conflict between the abolition
ist and the church? 

In 1862 Mr. E. W. Reynolds, in his book, "The True 
Story of the Barons of the South," said : 

The story of the subsequent decline of this righteous senti· ment. in the church-the story of its toleration of slave holding, of its acquiescence in all the practices it involves, of its finaJ approbation of the system- and its open assaults upon the few surviving sons of liberty-will comprise, in coming time, the most dishonorable chapter in our annals, and will rank among the most dubious records of Christian history 
You now begin to understand something of what the 

Socialist means when he speaks of "economic determinism;: 
do you not? Individuals here and there may be swayed by 
high ideals and a lofty conception of duty- history records 
in every age some personage of this kind-but the actions o:I' 
a class, or of a group, or of a nation, can only be determined 
and understood by understanding the methods by which this 
particular class or group secure their living. Strange as it 
may seem, this problem of securing food and clothes has bee:.i 
the Great Human Problem since the time man emerged 
from savagery to the present-and it will continue to be 
until we get sane and wake up to the possibilities within 
our grasp. 
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ATTEMPTS TO JUSTIFY ITS COURSE. 

It must not be thought that the church did not attempt 
to justify this change in its position. It sought for oint
ment for its ruffled conscience, It went to the Bible and 
there found what it wanted-it found justification for its 
support of the institution of slavery, just as forty years be
fore it had gone to the Bible to find justification for its attack 
on slavery. Listen to this: In the Church Advocate an.i 
Journal, the official organ of the Methodist church. dated 
October 20th, 1807, the Rev. Elijah Hedding, D.D., one of 
the six Methodist bishops, writes: 

The right to hold a slave is founded on this rule. "ThPrefore, 
a.II things whatsoever you would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them," for this is the Jaw and the phophets. 

You remember in the quotation I made from the Con-
ference minutes of 1785, twenty-two years previously, this 
Golden Rule was interpreted to mean exactly the opposite 
to that here g-iven b:v this bishop. And, remember, the man 
or woman who dared dispute this interpretation of the scrip
tures was consiilered little better tha.n a heretic. 

Here is another: Rev. E. D. Simm, professor in Ran
dolph-Macon College of Virginia, a Methodist institution, 
says: 

These extracts from Holy Writ unequivocally assert the right 
of property in slaves, to!!ether with the usual incidents to that 
right. The right to buy and sPll is clearly stated. Unon the whole, 
then , whether we consult the Jewish policy, institntPd by God him
self. or the uniform oninion and practice of mankind in nil ages, 
or the injunctions of the New Testament and the moral law. we 
are brought to the conclusion that slavery is not immoral. H>tv
ing established the point that the first Afrcan slaves were legally 
brought into bondai?e. thi> right to detain their children in bond
age follows as an indispensable consequence. Thus we see that 
the slavery which exists in America was founded in right. 

Shades of Aristotle! Was there ever such logic! And 
by a college professor with "D.D." after his name and "rev-
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erend" before it! And you woniler why there was a con

flict between the abolitionist and his church! Was this a 
case of "economic determinism ?" 

Out of the mass of drivel, such as T have quoted, I 
take one or two more passages. Chancellor H arper. one of 
the great lights of ante-bellum days, is responsible for this: 

Man is horn to subjection. Not only during infancy is he 
depen<lent. and under the control of others; at all a,!!'es it is the 
very hins of his miture tha.t the strong nnd the wil'<!' shoul<l control 
the weak and the ignorant. So it hns heen since the d11ys of Nim
rod. The existence of some form of slavery in a 11 a!!'es and in nil 
countries is proof enough of this. He is born to subjection as he 
is born to sin and ignorance. 

De Bow's Review, the most influential magazine of the 
South, in its November issue, 1857, said: 

We must teach that slavery is necessary in all societies-'ls 
well to protect, as to govern the weak, poor and il!Tlorant. We 
should show that slave society, which is a series of subordinations, 
is consistent with Christian morality. . . . Within the precincts 
of the family, including slaves, the Golden Rule is a practic<tl and 
wise guide of conduct. But in a free society, where selfishness, 
rivalry and competion are necessa.ry to success, and almost i.o 
existt>nce. this rnle cannot be adopted in practice. . . . We of 
the Routh can build up an ethical code on the mornlity of the Bible, 
because human interests with us do not generally cl>lsh. hut coin
cide. Without the family circle, it is trne. compt>tition and clnsh
ing interests exist, and the little competition that is left is among 
the rich and the skillful and serves to keep society prog-ressive. It 
is enough that shwery will relieve common lnhorers of the evi ls 
of competition and the exactions and skill of canitnJ. . . . To 
protect the weak we must enslllve them, and this slavery must ho 
either political and legal or social. 

CHRISTIAN SLAVERY ( ?) 

In 186"0, amid the crash and rumble of the ilecayin!~ 

system of chattel slavery, the Rev. Dr. Armstrong, in hi,; 

"Christian Doctrine of Slavery," said: 
It nwy be that f71iristiCltn sltl1;ery is Ood'.~ solution of the prob

lem about which the wisest statesmen of Europe confess themselves 
at fault. 

How specious-how glaringly false-appearl! this line of 
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argument to you today ! Christian slavery! And vet we 

sho11ld remember th11t :vour grnndfather and my grnncl£11th1?r 

- :rnd some of our fathers as well-believed these things, 

ann thev joined mobs to do violence to the "infinel dogs'' 

who narE'n qlH'!~tion the holy scriptures, as interpreted ~).\1 

thesP good men. 

Rut it ma:v be objected that these were the expressions 

of priv11te iniliviilrnils and that the church was not bound 

bv them. nor rommittPi! to this view of the sihrntion. Very 

.well. WE' will· iii/.? a l ittle further and see what the church 

itf:elf, thro11gh its conferences._ svnods and associ::itions. had 

to 1'av. By the way, it should be observed in passing that 

ch11,rch conferences. synods, as.~ociations, etc .. take no notice 

whntP.?•er of the quPstion of chattel slavery today--and ha11e 

not since 1865. Why? Bec11use the economic form of prri

duction-the methoil of producing food and clothes-has 

changed from chattel slavery to the wage system. The church 

follows this form. and upon this new bafle a new svstem of 

ethics, a new code of mornls. has been built. Ch11ttel sl ~ver_y 

bPing abolisheil-it ceased to be a svstem which needed ile 

fense and support, and so the church neglected to resolve that 

i t was not a moral evil-that it had existed from time im

memorial-that it was institut ed by God himself-and other 

arguments of that sort which our forefathers believed. Ab

surd as they appear now to U8. we today would believe then,i 

had it not been discovered that chattel sla11ery is a losing 

game and that there is a better way to exploit labor. 

MORE PROFITABLE TO BUY LABOR POWER THAN TO OWN THJl: 

LABORERS. 

But so long as chattel slavery was the form of economic 

production-so long as deacons, elders, preachers and bishops 

were alave owners- it held the center of tlit •ttgt. Tt i• 
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true it was ignored for a time, and would have been ignored 
to this day by these wise interpreters of the scriptures had it 
not been for the opposition developed by the rising capitalist 
class, who had discovered that it was more profitable to buy 
labor by the day than to buy it for a lifetime, and then we 
find these well-groomed parasites rushing to the rescue aml 
handing out the foolish arguments quoted above. 

And this change was made for purely economic ( finan
cial) reasons-and I challenge any one to produce any evi
dence showing that there was any other cause: I don't be
lieve any one will contend that these churchmen in 1780 
had a revelation from God which told them slavery was 
wrong-and then in 1836 another revelation from God prov
ing conclusively that it was right. Where else will you go 
but to the economic interests of the slave owners for the 
cause of the 9hurch's attitude? 

The church simply built its religious tenets upon, and to 
-;onform with, the economic mode of production. And if any 
further pro9f is needed to clearly show this, here it is: 

CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS SUPPORTING SLAVERY. 
The Georgia Annual Conference resolved unanimously that
Whereas, There is a clause in the discipline of owr church 

which 11tate11 that we are as 1nuch as ever convinced of the great 
evil of slav~; and, 

Whereas, The said clause has been perverted by some and used m 8Uoh a mainner as to produce the impression that the Methodist 
Epi11copal church believed slcwery to be a moral evil; therefore. 

Be it Resolved, That it is the sense of the Georqia Annual Con
ference that slavery, as it exists in the United States, is a moral 
evil; and, ' 

Resolved, That we view slavery as a civil and domestic institu
tion, and one· with which, as ministers of Christ, we have nothing 
to do, further than to ameliorate the condition of the slcwe by en· 
deOtVoring to impart to him and his master the benign influence 
of Christ and aiding both on their way to hea1Jen. 

And so on with other arguments, which, to us, appear 
to he absurdities. The church was always willing to promise 
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the slave a place in heaven, provided he would be docile and 
work willingly and faithfully for the master who supported 
the church. 

AG.A.IN ORANGES ITS POSITION • 

In 1844 the Methodist church divided upon the question 
of slavery. The northern wing shifted its ground to accorJ 
with the views held by the northern capitalist class-that 
slavery, being unprofitable, was, therefore, Il}Orally wrong . 
On the other hand, the southern wing held to its opinion 
that slavery, being profitable, was, therefore, not moraHy 
wrong, until the system was finally abolished by the new 
economic order which was, at that time in America, beginning 

. to demonstrate that chattel slavery was much less profitable 
than the wage system. The history of the Methodist church 
at this point is the history of other American churches. 

THE BAPTIST OHUROH. 

Now it must not be assumed that the Methodist church 
was alone in its defense of slavery-nor that it was the onlv 
church-organization influenced by its economic environment. 
Listen to this address, issued by the Charleston Baptist Asso
ciation in 1835: 

The undersigned would further represent that the said associa
tion does not consider that the holy scriptures have made the fact 
of slavery a question of morals at all. The divine author of our 
~oly_ religion, in pm·ticular, found slavery a part of the existing• 
mstitutions of society; with which, if not silnful, it was not his 
design to ilntermeddle, but to leave them entirel!y to the control 
of m1m. Adopting this, therefore, as one of the allowed arrange
ments of society, he made it the province of his religion only to 
prescribe the reciprocal duties of the relations. The questicm, we 
believe, is purely one of political economy. It amounts, in effect 
to this, whether the operatwes of a country shall be bou.qht and 
sold, c111uJ, themselves become property, as iJn this state; or whether 
they shnll be hirelVngs, a11d their labor only become property. as iln 
aonie other states. In other words, whether the employer may buy 
the whole tfoie of labo1·er1 at once of tho&e who have a right to di.t-
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pose of it, with a permament relation of protection and care over 
them, or whether he shall be restricted to buy it in certain portions 
only, subect to their control, and with no such permanent relation 
of care and protection. The right of masters to dispose of the time 
of their slaves bas been distinctly recognized by the creator of all 
things, who is surely at liberty to vest the right of property over 
any object whomsoever He pleases. That the lawful possessor should 
retain this r ight at will is no more against the laws of good morals 
than that be should retain the personal endowments with which his 
creator has blessed him, or the money and lands inherited from 
bis ancestors, or acquired by his industry. And neither society, nor 
individuals have any more authority to demand a relinquishment, 
without an equivalent, in the one case than in the other. 

You will readily see that the Baptist preacher who drew· 
up this memorial had studied the labor question. Note: 
The labor problem amounts in effect to this : "Whethe;r the 
operatives of a country shall be bought and sold, and them
selves become p1·operty, as before the war, or whether they 
shall become hirelings and their labor only become property," 
as it is today! 

COMMUNITY OF WOMEN ESTABLISHED BY CHURCH. 

Probably the most glaring example of the code of morals · 
of the . church being changed to suit economic conditions and 
to conform to the existing method of production is given 
by this same Baptist church. Here it is, and, in order to 
assure you that no mistake has been made, I refer you to 
the records of the Savannah River Baptist Church Associa
tion of Ministers, held in 1835. This was the question un
der discussion : 

"Whether, in case of voluntary separation of such char
acter as to preclude all prospect of future intercourse, the 
parties ought to be allowed to marry again?" 

This is the answer : 
That such separation among persons situate~ as our .slaves 

are is civilly a separation by death, and they beheve that .in t~e 
si,,ht of God it would be so viewed. To forbid second marriage ID 
s~h ca11011 would be to expose the parties, not only to stronger 
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hardships and st ronger temptations, but to church censure for act 

ing in obedience to their masters, who cannot be expected to ac-qui· 

esce in a regulation at variance with justice to the slaves and to 

the spirit of that command which regulates marriage among Chris

t ians. The slaves are not free agents, and dissolution by 1.e11th is 

not more entirely without their consent, and beyond their rontrol, 

than by such a separation. 

Commenting upon this same peculiar situation, Rhodes' 

History of t~e United States, page 317, says: 

The llllW in none of the states recognized slave marriages; in 

all of them the Roman primciple, that the child followed the con

dition 01 the mother, was the recognized rule. Except in Louisiana, 

there was no law to prevent the viol1J1it separation of husbands from 

wives, or chilcken from parents. The c111wrch conformed its practice 

to the law. The question was put to the Savannah River Baptist 

Association whether in the case that 8laves were separated they 

should be allowed to marry again. The answer was in the <;tffirma

twe, because the separation was civill1J equivalent to death, and the 

ministers believed "that in the sight of God it would be so viewed." 

I t would not be right, therefore, to forbid second marriages. l t was 

proper that the slaves should act in obedience to their masters and 

raise up for them P1·oge1i'lj. 

And, mind you, the churches-the Methodist, the Presby

terian, the Baptist, the Christian, and the balance of them

solemnly resolved in their associations and their synods and 

their conferences tha.t these things were morally right and 

sanctioned by God. 
Do you wonder there was a conflict between the church 

and the abolitionists ? 

THE CHURCH ALWAYS SUPPORTS THE DOMINANT CLASS. 

See how quickly the church comes to the rescue of the 

dominant class and protects its financial interests? Adul

tery, bigamy and prostitution cease to be sins, because, to 

enforce this moral code upon these black members of the 

church would be to interfere seriously with the master'<> 

bank account-and the churches were supported with money· 

obtained from the sale of the children of these black human 

chattels. Today your church recognizes these same black 
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slaves as men and women with souls as white as your own
as children of the same God and heirs to the same heaven. 

And this acrobatic performance of the church-yow· 
church-<!an only be understood by understanding the eco
nomic base of that particular epoch in the history of the 
American nation. 

To illustrate: Would it be possible for future genera
tions to read this history of the American church-to note 
its position in 1780, its position in 1836, its position in 
1900; to comprehend the contradictions of the moral code 
-and understand why these changes were made without un
covering the economic base of society during the various 
stages? Would not our children think God was a woefuJly 
weak and uncertain being, changeable as the wilid ? Gan you 
not see that men interpret God's word to suit the particular 
epoch in which they live~ They did it in pre-revolutionary 
times-and God said, "bow in meek submission to kings and 
feudal lords." They did it in ante-bellum days and said 
slavery was no moral wrong. They do it today and say wagc
slavery is right. 

Mind you, I am not saying that the Bible or God really 
stands for these things. I am only asserting that the domi
nant class makes the religious systems of the world, and in 
making them it is influenced by the prevailing economic 
mode of production-the manner in which the material things 
of life are produced. 

THE PRESBYTERlA.N CHURCH. 

I must not pass this point without giving you a few 
quotations showing the attitude of the Presbyterian church, 
the Epi$copal church and the Christian church. My friends 
of these denominations ·doubtless would feel aggrieved if I 
slighted them. 
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The early history of the Presbyterian church was much 

like that of the Methodist church. In 1793 it declared 

slavery was a crime and quoted from the Bible showing that 

the perpetrators exposed themselves to capital punishment. 

Then it got tangled up with the real slaves, and on clooer 

inspection the chains did not look so galling. 

And my! what a change in 1835. Mr. Stewart, of Illi

nois, a ruling elder, in an impassioned speech calling upon 

the General Assembly to take a decided stand against the 

iniquity, said this: 
In this church a man mGtlJ take a free-born child, for~ it away 

from its parents to whom God g(lllJe it in charge, sayiltig, "Bring 

it up for me," and sell it as a beast, or hold it m perpetual bondage. 

And, horrors! according to this same gentleman, "Elders, 

ministers and doctors of divinity, with both hands, are en

gaged in the practice." 
The Assembly took no notice of the speech, but "Re

solved, That slavery is recogmzed in both the Old and the 

New Testaments, and is not condemned by the authority of 

God; Resolved, That the assembly have no authority to as

sume or exercise jurisdiction in regard to the existence of 

slavery." As time was limited the whole matter wa8 indefi

nitely postponed. And while human beings were being 

dragged through the country manacled, while young women 

were being outraged and mothers separated from their chil

dren, the Presbyterian ministers calmly adjourned and 

wended their way back to their flocks. 

Do you wonder at the conflict between the abolitionists 

and the church? I do not . 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

Now, then, here comes our Episcopal friends. I doubt 

if any of them in America will sanction this sentiment; but 

not many years ago, shaping its moral code to conform to 
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ibt then existing system of economic production, the Epis
copal church supported a system which was shattered only 
a.t the expense of countless lives and .millions of wealth. 
Here are the words of John Jay, Esq., of New York, himsel.i 
an Episcopalian : 

.Alas, for the expectation that she would confor1n to the spwit 
of her ancient mother. She has not merely rema-Wied a mute and 
c111reless spectator of this great conflict of truth and justice with 
hypocrisy and cruelty, but her very pr·iests and deacons may be 
seen ministering at the altar of slavery, offering the-W· talents Ollid 
influence at its unholy shrine, and openly 1·epeating the Q/Wful blas
phemy that the precevts of our Savior sanction the system of Afri
can slavery. Her northem (free state) clergy, with rare exceptions, 
whateve1· they mO!lJ feel upon this sitbject, rebuke it neither in 
11ublic nor private; and her periodicals, fOll· from advancing the prog-
1·ess of abolition, at tM'ltes oppose our societies, defend.Wig slavery as 
not incompatible with Christianity. 

THE CHRISTI.AN CHURCH. 

What was the attitude of the Christian church, meaning 

that branch known as the Disciplies of Christ? Surely here 
we will find a correct interpretation of the scripture, as \1'3 

are told emphatically that this denomination takes the Bible, 
and the Bible only, as its sole authority. Other denomina
tions may err in their interpretation of the scriptures, but the 
Christian church never. I believe all my friends of this de
nomination will recognize in the Rev. Alexander Campbell 
a man fully capable of interpreting the scriptures-at lea:;t 
hie ability and soundness would not have been called in ques
tion fifty years ago. This is what he says in the Millen111Ull 
Harbinger, the official organ of the Disciples: 

ls the simple relation of master and slave necessarily and es
eent;ally M'ltmoral Olltd un-ChristiOlli, as that, for exO!lnple, of the 
adulterer Olltd ad1tlteressr We are clearly and satisfactorily co·m
manded it is not. It would be in our 1nost calm and deliberate 
judgment a sin against every dispensation of religion--Patriarchial, 
Jewish and Christian-to suppose that the relationship of master 
and slave was, in its very nature and being, a sin against Ood aw:l 
ma-n. 'l'here is not one verse m the Bible mhibitmg slavery, but 
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m(J!l1,y regulating it. It is not, theti, we conclude, immoral. 1.'hii 

disciplvne of the ohu1'Ch is the onl;y discipline umder which Christian 

slaves can be placed by Olwistian masters. If they will not faith

fully serve their Christian masters, who partake of the benefit .,,f 

their labors, then ar e they, after proper instruction and admonition, 

to be separated from the church, and to be put under whatever 

discipline a Christian master, under existing laws of the state, ma.y 

i11flict. To preserve unity of spirit among the Christians of the 

South and the North is a very grand object, and for that purpoH 

I am endeavoring to show that the New Testament does not author

ize any interference or legislation upon the relation of master a,nd 

slave, nor does it, either in letter or spirit, authorize Christia.n• 

to make it a term of communion. 

INFLUENCED BY HIS ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT. 

I can hear my good neighbor exclaim that this was 

written a long time ago-that the Rev. Campbell lived in a 

different age--in a different atmosphere--that his interpre

tation of the scriptures was colored by his environment, etc., 

and that the Chri!rl;ian church of today does not stand for 

the views of even so eminent a Christian divine as the Rev. 

Mr. Campbell. 
That is exactly what I am trying to impress upon your 

mind. Rev. Campbell interpreted the scriptures to conform 

to the views of the men who supported his church. The 

majority of them were dominated by the slave-holding ele

ment-hence Alexander Campbell, following the lead of the 

other churches, ann not to be outdone by them in bi<l<lin~ 

for the support of the slave-owners, read into the scriptures 

a meaning which the earlier churches in America did not 

find there, and which his church does not find today. 

Was the gentleman influenced by his economic envirol'l

ment? I leave it for you to decide. 

TREATMENT ACCORDED THE DISSENTERS. 

Men who opposed these view of tl'ie church were called 

infidels, anarchists. They were mobbed-and murdered. 
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"Amos Dresser was a young theological student at Lane 
Seminary, near Cincinnati. In his vacation, during Auirust, 
1835," says Mr. Birney, in his book printed in 1842, "he 
undertook to sell Bibles in the State of Tennessee, with a 
view to raise means to further continue his studies. Whilst 
there he fell under the suspicion of being an abolitionist, 
was arrested by the vigilance committee while attending a 
religious meeting in Nashville, the capital of Tennessee, and, 
after an afternoon and an evening's inquisition, condemned 
to receive twenty lashes on his naked body. The sentence 
was executed on him between eleven and twelve o'clock at 
night, in the presence of most of the committee and an in
furiated and blaspheming mob. The vigilance committee 
consisted of sixty persons. Of these, twenty were church 
members; one a religious teacher, another an elder, who, but 
a few days before, in the Presbyterian church, handed Mr. 
Dresser the bread and wine of communion of the Lord's 
Supper." 

Mr. Dresser was suspected of being in favor of the 
establishment of a new economic system, and the church, 
even after administering the communion cup to him as a 
brother in Christ, led the mob which brutally beat him. You 
see its economic interests were at stake. Can you account 
for the outrage on any other ground? Was it for selling 
Bibles or being a Presbyterian that he was mobber}? ~'J, I 
tell you it was because he wanted to change the economic 
base of society, and in doing this he ran counter to the in
terests of the dominant class-the slave masters-who con
trolled the church-and the church came valiantly to the 
rescue of the threatened interests. 

I could go on quoting incidents of this kind-incidents 
that are not recorded in your modern histories, but which 
will be found on file in the Congressional Library at Wash-
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ington. I will not weary you f11rther. Doubtless some of 

you are wondering what all this has to do with Socialism 

and the church. I wished first to convict the church of bein~ 

wrong-judged by our standards today- and then I wisheil 

to make clear why it took this WTong position . 

THE SOCIALIST .A.ND THE CHURCH. 

Today the Socialigj;s stand for the complete overthrow 

of the wage system, which our Baptist minister in 1835 told 

you wa.a a difference in degree only from that of chattel 

slavery. Under chattel slavery the master owned the body 

of the slave-and took what he produced. Today the capi

talist owns the machine-the mines, the factories, the rail

roads and the greater share of the land. The worker can 

produce only on his terms, and bis terms are the entire prod

uct · save enough to live upon. These were the terms of the 

slave owner--only he was more generous. He provided shel

ter and food and medical care when the worker had nothing 

to do or was sick. The slave had decidedly the best of it. 

The Socialist says that the worker is entitled to the fuil 

social value of his labor-and that this can only be accom

plished by the collective ownership of the machines of pro

duction, eliminating the private capitalist entirely, as we 

have done with our school system and our public road sys

tem. And partially by our public postoffice system. 

THE CHURCH SUPPORTS THE W .A.GE SYSTEM. 

The church today supports the wage system-why? For 

the same reason that the church supported the chattel slave 

system. The church draws its support from the Rockefellers, 

the Morgans, the Carnegies, the Depews, the McCurdys, the 

Burtons, the Mitchells, the Clarks, and all the little capi

talists who hope some day to be big capitalists. Their eco-
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nomic interests are at stake-they are afraid they will lose 

the support needed to maintain their institutions. And so 

they either silently ignore it or openly espouse it. I am 

speaking of the church as an official organization-and 1 

make no exceptions. There are many noble men among the 

ministry who with courage stand out boldly against these in

iquitous wrongs-but they soon find themselves without job;;. 

'£HE METHODIST CHURCH TODAY. 

A few weeks ago the Methodist Rock River Conferenr;e 

of Illinois met. One of the questions which occupied the 

attention of the conference to the exclusion of all others wc:s 

the one presented by the employes of the Methodist Book 

Concern-one of the largest printing plants in the United 

States. The printers asked for an eight-hour day; not an 

unreasonable request. What was the reply of these ministe1's 

of the gospel? An emphatic "No!" It was not so much a 

question between the Methodist Book- Concern and their 

printers as it was a question between the employing printers 

of the United States and their employee. On the floor of 

that conference a Methodist minister arose to his feet and 

in an impassioned address told the conference that they must 

resist these demands of the wage workers; they must stand 

by the employers, as theitr interest was the church's interest. 

And so the Methodist church, for the first time since indus

trial wage slavery was inaugurated, officially took its stand 

in favor of the master class and against the working clas'l. 

Do you wonder there is a conflict between the Socialists and 

the church? 
It, therefore, naturally follows that there is a conflict 

between the church and the Socialists. The church stands 

for the order of yesterday. The Socialists stand for the 

order of tomorrow. W• look ecrosa th• border and &M th•r. 
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the emancipation of the workers of the world. We see a new 

interpretation of the scriptures and we behold a nation of 

real brothers and of Christians, such as the Christ hoped 

would inhabit the world. 
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An Easy Wheel. 
BY GERTRUDE BRESLAU HUNT. 

With her two brothers this fair lady dwelt, 
Enriched from ancestral merchandise, 

And for them many a weary hand did swelt 
In torched mine and noisy factories, 

And many once proud-quivered loins did melt 
In blood from stringing whip-with hollow eyes 

Many all day in dazzling river stood 
To take the rich-or'd driftings of the flood. 

For them the Ceylon diver held his breath, 
And went all naked to the hungry shark; 

For them his ears gushed blood; for them in death 
The seal on the cold ice with piteous bark 

Lay full of darts ; for them alone did seethe 
A thousand men in troubles wide and dark. 

Half ignorant they turned an easy wheel 
That set sharp racks at work to pinch and peel. 

-Keats. 

I live in Norwood Park, a suburb of Chicago, eleven 
miles from the heart of the city, on a branch of the Chicago 
and Northwestern Railway, owned by the Vanderbilts. One 
mile north of Norwood Park, and farther from the city, 
there is a cemetery where the Polish and Bohemian poor of 
Chicago bury their dead. 

One bitter day last January as I alighted from the two 
o'clock train from the city I saw a woman sitting on the 
wooden bench in front of the station. Her face looked as 
though prematurely aged by poverty, drudgery and suffering. 
Her clothing was faded and threadbare, her shoulders stooped, 
but these things I did not notice until later. That which 
caught and held my attention was a little unstained pine box 
which she held upon her knees. It did not need any gift 
of se<!ond sight to know that that box contained the body 
of her dead baby. She seemed to see nothing, but stareJ 
at the little box with a dull apathy that told of an exhaustion 
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of grief more terrible than tears. The han ds she clasped 

about the box were brown, seamed and calloused by hard 

work. She was alone. At last I ventured to speak to her: 

"l\1adam, will you please tell me where you live?" 

"I live on Throop street, near Eighteenth street, in 

Chicago, Lady." 
"Will you tell me what work you do?" 

"I wash and scrub when I can get the work to do." 

I said, "Have you no husband, that you should be alone 

at such a time as this?" 
"O, yes, Lady, I have a good husband, but he ~s away 

from home just now." 
Again I questioned : "Would you mind telling me what 

work he does?" 
"He is a section hand for the Chicago Northwestern 

Railroad." 
"What wages does he receive?" 
"My man gets $1.35 a day when he is working, but a 

big iron fell on his foot last fall and crushed it. He was 

home nearly three months waiting for his foot to heal. I 

used to go down town and scrub in the big office buildings 

until eleven and twelve o'clock at night and walk home, nearly 

six miles, to save car fare, until my husband got well." 

"But have you no kind neighbors that could have come 

with you today ?" I knew how unspeakable is the anguish 

when the breath of life flutters out of the body of a beloved 

child, even when everything that money and loving service 

can contribute has been done to save the life. To me the 

thought was unbea.rable that any mother should have to go 

alone on such an errand as this. 

"Yes, Lady, I have good, kind neighbors. The woman 

that lives up-stairs from me has been awful good to me. She 

has taken care of my baby many, many times when I was 

out washing or scrubbing; but she is poor, too, Lady. She 

has six children and a sickly man, and she works as I do. 

She could not afford the 55 cents it costs to come out here 

on the train. Why, Lady, I did not come on the train. I 

rode on the street car to the end of the line and walked the 

other three miles here, and I'm just resting here a litt).e 
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while before I walked the other mile out to the place where l 
must leave my baby." 

* * * * * * * * 
This is only half my story. I want you to know the 

other half. 
As I looked at this woman sitting there with her dead 

baby on her knee there flashed through my mind the memory 
of a news item I had read not ten days before in all the 
great daily papers of Chicago. Young Reginald Vanderbilt, 
one of the owners of the Chicago and Northwestern Railway, 
had lost $125,000.00 at the gaming table in a single evening 
in a single hour. · 

One paper I read stated that young Vanderbilt was 
"game." They said he did not ·Seem to mind; that he lost 
gracefully and went out of the place with a smile on his 
face as if nothing had happened. As I looked at this woman, 
with her stooping shoulders, her faded garments, her face 
carved deep with lines of toil and hardship, her hands scarred 
and worn, alone with her dead baby in that unsightly box, 
I eaid to myself: ''Why in heaven's name should young 
Vanderbilt mind?" The wealth he lost at the gaming table 
was drawn from the blood and sweat of this woman's hus
band and the army of men who, like him, work on the Van
derbilt road. That he may scatter thousands in an hour 
among the vultures who always gather at such carrion feasts, 
these laborers toil in the blistering sun of summer and the 
bitter blast of winter and their babies starve and freeze and 
die while they do it. 

But it shall not always be thus. The earth trembles 
with ~he increasing tread of a vast army upon whose ban
ners is emblazoned the gripped hands of the toilers of the 
world, an army that will valiantly fight for a commonwealth 
in which a baby's life shall be more sacred than a deck 
of cards. 
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The Parable of the Water Tank 

['l'he following extract from Bellamy's book, "Equality," ls the clearest o.nd 
most vivid portrayal of our present system and its natural results-pt\nlcs-ever 

written. It la commended to your careful perusal, and while reading It bear In 
mind the industrlal history ot this country-wbicb bas been a series of periods of 
so-called prosperity, ton owed loevlto.bly by periods of depression, with a.II their 

a.ttenda.nt evils a.nd hardships. It's a dull mind, indeed, that ca.n rea.d the fo:Iow
lng pages a.ndonot comprehend tbe situation.] 

There was a certain very dry land, the people whereof 

were in sore need of water. And they did nothing but to 

seek after water from morning until night, and many per

ished because they could not find it. 
Howbeit, there were certain men in that land who were 

more crafty and diligent than the rest, and these had gath

ered stores of water where others could find none, and the 

name of these men was called capitalists. And it came to 

pass that the people of the land came unto the capitalist,$ 

and prayed of them that they would give them of the water 

they had gathered, that they might drink, for their need 

was sore. But the capitalists answered them and said : 

"Go to, ye silly people; why should we give you of the 

water which we have gathered, for then we should become 

even as ye are, and perish with you. But, behold what we 

will do unto you. Be ye our servants, and ye shall have 

water." 
And the people said: "Only give us to drink and we 

will be your servants, we and our children." And so it was. 

Now, the capitalists were men of understanding, and 
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wise in their generation. . They ordered the people who 
. were their servants in bands, with captains and officers, and 
some they put at the springs to dip, and others did they 
make to carry the water, and others did they cause to seek 
for new springs. And all the water was brought together .i.n 
one place, and there did the capitalists make a great tank 
for to hold it, and the tank was called the Market, for it 
was there that the people, even the servants of the capital
ists, came to get water. And the capitalists said unto the 
people: 

"For every bucket of water that ye bring to us, that 
we may pour it into the tank, which is the Market, behold ! 
we will give you a penny, but for every bucket that we shall 
draw forth to give unto you, that ye may drink of it, ye and 
your wives and your children, ye shall give to us two pen

nies, and the difference shall 
be our profit, seeing that if 
it were not for this profit 
we would not do this thing 
for you, but ye should all 
perish." 

And it was good in· the 
people's eyes, for they were 
dull of understanding, and 
they diligently brought 
water unto the tank for 
many days, and for every 
bucket which they did bring 
the capitalists gave them 
every man a penny; but for 

every bucket that the capitalists drew forth from the tank 
to ·give again unto the people, behold ! the people rendered 
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to the capitalists two pennies. .And after many days the 

water tank, which was the Market, overflowed at the top, 

seeing that for every bucket the people poured in they re

ceived only so much as would buy again half a bucket. .And 

because of the excess that was left of every bucket did the 

tank overflow, for the people were many, but the capitalists 

were few and could drink no more than others. Therefore 

did the tank overflow. 
.And when the capitalists saw that the water overflowed, 

they said to the people: 

"See ye not the tank, which is the Market, doth over

flow? Sit ye down, therefore, and be patient, for ye shall 

bring us no more water till the tank be empty." 

But when the people no more received the penniee of 

the capitalists for the water they brought, they could buy 

no more water from the capitalists, having naught where

with to buy. And when the capitalists saw that they had no 

more profit because no man bought water of them, they 

were troubled. .And they sent forth men in the highways, 

the by-ways and the hedges, crying: "If any man thirst, 

let him come to the tank and buy water of us, for it doth 

overflow." For they said among themselves, ''Behold, the 

times are dull; we must advertise." 
But the people answered, saying : "How can we buy 

unless ye hire us, for how else shall we have wherewithal to 
buy? Hire ye us, therefore, as before, and we will gladly 

buy water, for we thirst, and ye shall have no need to ad

vertise." But the capitalists said unto the people: "Shall 

we hire ye to bring water when the tank, which is the Mar

ket, doth already overflow? Buy ye, therefore, first water, 

and when the tank is empty through your buying will we 

hire you again." And so it was because the capitalists hired 
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them no more to bring water that the people could not buy 
the water they had brought already, and because the people 
could not buy the water they had brought already the capi
talists no more hired them to bring water. And the saying 
went abroad, "It is a crisis." 

And the thirst of the people was great, for it was not 
now as it had been in the days of their fathers, when the 
land was open before them, for every one to seek water for 
himself, seeing that the capitalists had ta.ken all the springs, 
an~ the wells and the water wheels, and the vessels and the 

buckets, so that no man 
might come by water save 
from the tank, which was 
the Market. And the people 
murmured against the cap
italists and said : "Behold, 
the tank runneth over, and 
we die of thirst. Give us, 
therefore, of the water, that · 
we perish not." 

" But the capitalists an-
~ swered : "Not so. The 

8 ~ water is ours. Ye shall not 
1 

~ ....::;:_~.,,,,,,,,:- drink thereof unless ye 
b •t f •th . " uy i o us WI pen.mes. 

And they confirmed it with an oath, saying after their man
ner: "Business is business." 

But the capitalists were disquieted that the people bought 
no more water, whereby they had no more any profits, and 
they spake one to another, saying: "It seemeth that our 
profits have stopped our profits, and by reason of the profits 
we have made, we can make no more profits. How is it that 
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our profits have become unprofitable to us, and our gains do 
make us poor ? Let us, therefore, send for the soothsayers, 
that they may interpret this thing unto us," and they sent 
for them. 

Now, the soothsayers were men learned in darksay
ings, who joined themselves to the capitalists by reason of 
the water of the capitalists, that they might have thereof 
and live, they and their children. And they spake for the 
capitalists unto the people, and did their embassies for them, 
seeing that the capitalists were not a folk quick of under
standing, neither ready of speech. 

And the capitalists demanded of the soothsayers that 
they should interpret the thing unto them, wherefore it was 
that the people bought no more water of them, although 
the tank was full. And certain of the soothsayers answered 
and said: "It is by reason of overproduction," and some said, 
"It is a glut,'' but the signification of the two words is the 
same. And the others said, "Nay, but this thing is by rea
son of the spots on the sun." And yet others answered, say· 
ing: "It is neither by reason of glut nor yet of the spots 
on the sun that this ~vil hath come to pass, but because of 
lack of confidence." 

And while the soothsayers contended among themselves 
according to their manner, the men of profit did slumber 
and sleep, and when they awoke they said to the soothsayers: 
"It is enough. Ye have spoken comfortably unto us. Now 
go ye forth and speak comfortably likewise unto the people, 
so that they be at rest and leave us also in peace." 

But the soothsayers, even the men of the dismal science 
- for so they were named of some--were loath to go forth io 
the people lest they should be stoned, for the people loved 
them not. And they said to the capitalists: 
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"Masters, it is a mystery of our craft that if men be 
full and thirst not, but be at rest, then shall they find com
fort in our speech, even as ye. Yet, if they thirst and be 
empty, find they no comfort therein, but rather mock us, 
for it seemeth that unless a man be full our wisdom ap
peareth unto him but emptiness." But the capitalists said: 
"Go ye forth. Are ye not our men to do our embassies?" 

.And the soothsayers went forth to the people and ex
pounded to them the mystery of overproduction, and how 
it was that they must needs perish of thirst because there 
was over-much water, and how there could not be enough 
because there was too much. And likewise spoke they unto 
the people concerning .the sun spots, and also wherefore it 
was that these things had come upon them by reason of 
lack of confidence. And it was even as the soothsayers had 
said, for to the people their wisdom seemed emptiness. And 
the people reviled them, saying: "Go up, ye bald heads 
Will ye mock us? Doth plenty breed famine? Doth noth
ing come out of much?" And they took up stones to stone 
them. 

And when the capitalists saw that the people still mur
mured, and would not give ear to the soothsayers, and be
cause also they feared lest they should come upon the tank 
and take of the water by force, they brought forth to them 
certain holy men (but they were false priests), who spake 
unto the people that they should be quiet and trouble not 
the · capitalists because they thirsted, and these holy men, 
who were false priests, testified to the people that this af
fliction was sent to them of God for the . healing of their 
souls, and that if they should bear it in patience and lust 
not after the water, neither trouble the capitalists, it would 
come to pass that after they had given up the ghost they 
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would come to a country where there should be no capital

ists, but an abundance of water. Howbeit, there were cer

tain true prophets of God also, and these had compassion on 

the people and would not prophesy for the capitalists, but 

rather spake constantly against them. 

Now, when the capitalists saw that the people still mur

mured, and would not be still, 
neither for the words of the 
soothsayers, nor of the false 
priests, they came forth them
selves unto them and put the 
ends of their fingers into the 
water that overflowed in the 
tank and wet the tips thereof, 
and they scattered the drops 
from the tips of their fingers 
abroad upon the people who 
thronged the tank, and the 
name of the drops of water 
was charity, and they were 
exceeding bitter. 

And when the capitalists saw yet again that neither 

for the words of the soothsayers, nor of the holy men, who 

were false priests, nor yet for the drops that were called 

charity, would the people be still, but raged the more, a.nd 

crowded upon the tank as if they would take it by force, 

then took they counsel together and sent men privily forth 

among the people. And these men sought out the mighti

est among the people, and all who had skill in war, and 

spaJre craftily with them, saying: 

"Come, now; why cast ye not your lot in with the cap

italists? T f ye will be t.hefr men A.nd serve them A.gairut 
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the people, that they break not in upon the tank, then shall 
ye have abundance of water, that ye perish not, ye and your 
children." 

And the mighty men and they who were skilled in w:i.r 
hearkened unto this speech, and sulfered themselves to be 
persuaded, for their thirst constrained them, and they went 
within unto the capitalists and became their men, and staves 
and swords were put into their hands, and they became a 
defense unto the capitalists, and smote the people when they 
thronged upon the tank. 

And after many days the water was low in the tank, for 
the capitalists did make fountains and fish ponds of the 
water thereof, and did bathe therein, they and their wives 
and children, and did waste the water for their pleasure. 

And when the capitalists saw that the tank was empty 
they said : "The crisis is ended," and they sent forth and 
hired the people that they should bring water to fill it again. 
And for the water that the people brought to the tank they 
received for every bucket a penny, but for the water which 
the capitalists drew forth from the tank to give again .f:o 
the people they received two pennies, that they might have 
their profit. And after a short time did the tank again 
over.fl.ow, even as before. 

And now, when many times people had filled the tank 
until it had overflowed, and had thirsted till the water 
therein had been wasted by the capitalists, it came to pass 
that there arose in the land certain men who were called 
agitators, for that they did stir up the people. And they 
spake to the people, saying that they should associate, and 
then they would thirst no more for water. And in the 
eye& of the capitalists were the agitators pestilent fellows, 
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and they would fain have crucified them, but durst not for 

fear of the people. 
And the words of the agitators, which they spake to the 

people, were on this wise : 

''Ye foolish people, how long will ye be deceived by a 
lie and believe to your hurt that which is not? For behold, 
all these things that have been said unto you by the capi
talists and by the soothsayers 
are cunningly devised fables. 
And likewise the holy men, 
who say that it is the will of 
God that ye should always 
be poor and miserable and 
athirst, behold ! They do blas
pheme God and are liars, 
whom He will bitterly judge, 
though Re forgive all others. 
How cometh it that ye may 
not come by the water in the 
tank? Is it not because ye 
have no money? And why 
have ye no money? Is it not 
because ye receive but one penny for every bucket that y<J 

bring to the tank, which is the Market, but must render two 
pennies for every bucket ye take out, so that the capitalists 
may have their profit? See ye not how by this means the 
tank must overflow, being filled by that ye lack and made to 
abound out of your emptiness? See ye not also that the 
harder ye toil and the more diligently ye seek and bring the 
water, the worse and not the better it shall be for you by 
reason of the profit, and that forever?" 

After this manner spake the agitators for many days 
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unto the people, and none heeded them, but it was so that 
after a time the people hearkened. And they answered and 
said unto the agitators : 

''Ye say truth. It is because of the capitalists and 
their profit that we want, seeing that by reason of them 
and their profits we may by no means come by the fruit of 
our labor, so that our labor is in vain, and the more we toil 
to fill the tank the sooner doth it overflow, and we may re
ceive nothing because there is too much, according to the 
words of the soothsayers. But behold, the capitalists are 
hard men, and their tender mercies are cruel. Tell us if 
ye know any way whereby we may deliver ourselves out of 
our bondage unto them. But if ye know of no certain way 
of deliverance, we beseech you to hold your peace and let 
us alone, that we may forget our misery." 

And the agitators answered and said: "We know a way." 
And the people said: "Deceive ·us not, for this thing 

hath been from the beginning, and none hath found a way 
of deliverance until now, though many have sought it care
fully with tears. But if you know a way, speak unto us 
quickly." 

Then the agitators spake unto the people of the way. 
And they said : 

"Behold, what need have ye at all of these capitalists, 
that ye should yield them profits upon your labor? Wha.t 
great thing do they wherefore ye render them this tribute? 
Lo ! It is only because they do order you in bands and lead 
you out and in and set your task and afterward give you a 
little of the water yourselves have brought, and not thev. 
Now, behold the way out of this bondage! Do ye for your
selves that which is done for the capitalists-namely, the 
ordering of your fabor. anil the marshaling of your bands, 
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and the dividing of your tasks. So shall ye have no need 
at all of the capitalists, and no more yield t,o them any 
profit, but all the fruit of yoUl' labor shall ye share as 
brethren, every one having the same; and so shall the tank 
never overflow until every man is full, and would not wag 
the tongue for more, and afterward shall ye with the over
flow make pleasant fountains and fish ponds to delight your
selves withal, even as did the capitalists; but these shall be 
for the delight of all." 

And the people answered : "How shall we go about to 
do this thing, for it seemeth good to us?" 

And the agitators answered : "Choose ye discreet men 
to go in and out before you and to marshal your bands and 
order your labor, and these men shall be as the capitalists 
were; but, behold they shall not be your masters, as the cap
italists are, but your brethren and officers, who do your will, 
and they shall not take any profits, but every man his share 
like the others, that there may be no more masters and ser
vants among you, but brethren only. And from time to 
time, as ye see fit, ye shall choose other discreet men in the 
places of the first, to order the labor." 

And the people hearkened, and the thing was very good 
to them. Likewise, it seemed not a hard thing. And with 
one voice they cried out: "So let it be as ye have said, 
for we will do it I" 

And the capitalists heard the noise of the shouting and 
what the people said, and the soothsayers heard it also, and 
like wiae the false priests, and the mighty men of war, who 
were a defense unto the capitalists; and when they heard 
they trembled exceedingly, so that their knees smote together, 
and they said one to another : "It is the end of us." 

Howbeit, there were certain true priests of the living 
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God who would .11.ot prophesy for the capitalists, but had 
compassion on the people, and when they heard the shout
ing of tlrn people and what they said, they rejoiced with ex
ceeding great joy, and gave thanks to God because of the 

a eli verance. 

And the people went and did all of the things that were 
told them of the agitators to do. And it calne to pass as 
the agitators had said, even according to all their words. 
And there was no more any thirst in that land, neither any 
that was ahungered, nor naked, nor cold, nor in any manner 
of want; and every man said unto his fellow, "My brother," 
and every woman said unto' her companion, "My sister/' 
and so were they with one another, as brethren and sisters 
which do dwell together in unity. And the blessings d 
God rested upon that land forever. 

I WANT TO MAKE =::::==:==:==:==:====:=:= 

Studi¢S in Socialism 
the best propaganda paper in the world. I am not &"Oin&" to allow com

mercial advertising in it. and will print it in large, clear type. Two 

cents a year in bundles of fifty or more. Extra copies at 50c a hundred 

APPEAL TO REASON, GIRARD, KANSAS 

living 
E1 

the SE 

prised 
elude(! 
toge th 
them J 

"I 
the Fe 

"I 
Tl 

the Se 
astir, i 
of tlie 
came : 
New C 

''I 
the Se 
coanut 
for wh 
and, v; 
plainei 
had br 

Tl 
-for, 
light I 
One-ha 
the ot 



had 
hout
hex:
f the 

were 
.ss as 
•ords. 
~ any 
mner 
;her," 
ster;'' 
isters 
5s cf 

·com
Two 

ndred 

SAS 

Wayland's Monthly. 

The Civilized Monkeys. 
By Fred D. Warren. 

liiJ GREAT traveler went to Africa. He penetrated far into IWJ the Interior where t he foot of Civilized Man had never before 
left its imprint. He found a tribe of Monkeya contentedly living on tlhe things which Nature had provided in abundance. 

Each Monk gathered what he needed, and his Neighbors did the same--and there was none that lacked. The Man was surprise~ at the ignorance of these simple-minded creatures, and he concluded to give them a few lessons in Political Economy. He called together several of the Brightest Looking Fellows, and unfolded to them hia Plan to Live without Work. 
"In my country we do not gather the fruits of the Field and the Forest-<>thers do that for us." 
''How so?" inquired one. 
The Man, lowering his voice, gave his audience of Select Persons the Secret. On the following day, before the rest of the tribe were a~tir, the Select Few, under the guidance of the Man, took possession of the FoFest and the Cocoanut Groves. When the other Monkeys came forth to partake of the Morning Repa:at the Manager of the New Company stepped forward and said: 
"Dear Fellow Monks, it has seemed best that we (indicating the Select Few) should take possession of the Land and the Co· coanut Groves. We have, however, decided to give you all work, for which we will pay you Wages, so that none may lack for food," and, with a pleasant smile and a kindly twinkle in his eye, he explained the Scheme of Civilization which the Great White Man had brought with him. 
The other Monkeys "Seemed well pleased with this arrangement -for was it not a step toward Civilization ?-and went to work with light hearts and willing hands, gathering the fruit of the trees. One-half the nuts picked were turned over to the new Owners, whi~e the other half was retained by the working Monkeys as their 
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Wages. ill u. sho1·t time the members of the Uolllpany were in 
poaeeaeion of all the nut"a they could eat, and having need of no 
more a notice was posted by the Manager, stating that operationa 
would cease for the present, and that tb._e Workers could take a 
vacation. 

l'resently they became hungry and would have plucked of the 
fruit of the Trees, but the Manager said: ''Nay, when we have work 
for you to do you can gather the fruit for us and we will give you 
a part of it as your wages. But see, we have all we need for 'i!ome 
time to come, and it will not be necessary to resume operations yet." 

Though the trees were ladened with nuts, and the Monkeys were 
willing to work, the Manager could not be prevailed upon to resume 
operations-because there was a surplus on hand. 

A consultation was held, and one of the MonkeY'i!-more rebel· 
lious than the rest-openly advocated taking possession of the Grove 
and satisfying their needs, saying they had as much right to the 
fruit as the pretended Owners. 

This seemed good in the sight of some, but others shook their 
heads and said that it was not the way of Civilization-that they 
ehould wait until times "picked up." Others (those who had re
ceived favors from the Company) said that t hose now without nuts 
should have saved from their supply while at work, so that when 
the Company no longer needed them they would not be in want. 

As the Monkeys got hungrier the grumbling became louder. •ro 
their untutored minds it seemed ridiculous that they should be 
hungry while the Cocoanuts rotted on the ground. After a time 
many Good and Conservative Monkeys openly advocated taking 
possession of the Grove and supplying their needs as they did in 
the days before Civilization. 

And so it was decided. 
The Monkeys in a body went to the Manager and demanded of 

him the keya to the Grove, and the Manager was much afraid at 
this outcry among the people, but his appeal to observe the ''law" 
-the law made by the Select Few, under which they took as their 
private property that which was intended for All-was of no avail. 
The Monkeys possessed themselves of the Grove and the Fruit. 
There was plenty for All, including the Manager and his former 
Friends-but they were invited to do their share of the work which 
they did, as no one else would gather for them. ' 

QUESTION-ARE WE AS WISE AS THE MONKEYS? 

I 


