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"That 'Which iJ not far the interest oj the 'Whole s'Wart11, 

is 11otfa1· the interest of a single bee. " - MARCUS A U REL'rns 

The St<?ry of the Llano del Rio 

Co-operative Colony 

ODERN SOCIETY conducts its affairs under conditions 

which create and maintain an ever increasing burden on all 

humanity. 

The average man is sustained through youth and early 

!IJ!IJ!IJ manhood by the illusion that ability or good fortune ulti

,_ __ _, mately will reward him with a large share of wealth. Dis

illusionment comes when he awakens to the futility of his efforts. F re

quently this comes after a struggle that has broken him in. body and 

spirit before h e has reached middle age. 

Years of unceasing toil r esult at best in only a few material re

wards at the end of life. No one is secure against the hazards of pos

sible F.nancial failure. No one has a guarantee against disemploy

ment, poverty a nd suffering for their loved ones. 

In the turmoil of life the modern city is a battlefield where the 

fierceness of competition crushes, maims and kills. Men and women 

gather day after day in such strife that only those whose instincts and 

training fit them for successful trickery, or whose natures render con

tinual vigilance possible, meet with any deg ree of success. For the 

massf.s failure is inevitable. 

The continued centralization of wea lth, the seizure of the land, 

the tools and the machinery for production, the monopoly of the 

sources of life a ll go to make the struggle for existence more and more 

acute as the years pass. 

In the heart of nearly every man is the instinctive desire to get 

on the land, or at the source of production of the means of life. 

Millions of Americans have this land hunger but with it the hope

lessness in the realization that all the free land has been seized and 

that it would require more money than they could raise to put them on 
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purchased land and carry them to a point where success would reward 
their efforts. 

Again, an obstacle arises in the knowledge of the hardships and 
the long and difficult struggle that is nearly always entailed by pioneer
ing adventures. 

Those who have knowledge of cultivation of the land in Cali
fornia have uppermost in mind the difficulties of obtaining that neces
sary combination-land and water. In addition to this is the realiza
tion that a tremendous amount of labor is necessary where land must 
be cleared by individual effort, without the aid of machinery, water 
obtained and diverted to the soil. Those who contemplate attempting 
this on an individual basis find the obstacles too great and they retire
after bitter dirnppointment. 

!'towing with 

l<;1rge trallor 

Another great obstacle has been the lack of social life and the 
opportunity of education of the children and the utter dearth of the 
comforts and conveniences of city life such as medical a nd hospital 
facilities, access to libraries, lectures and educational gatherings. 

To all of those who have investigated the possibilities of deliver
ance from the struggle and the turmoil of city life has not come the 
vision of the possibilities of a great co-operative group underta king to 
do what is impossible of achievement for the individual. To some, 
however, has come the realization that by collective effort the grea test 
obstacles may be overcome and that with the force of numbers by 
centralizing their aims and by use of modern scientific methods and 
the adoption of the latest means of production, by use of power-driven 
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agricultural machinery and practical management, success can be 
·made wh~re otherwise failure would be inevitable. 

Method of Organization 

The Llano del Rio colonization enterprise was conceiv~c;i with 
the co-operative end in view. The company is incorporated un~er the 
laws of the State of California. All business is trana,acted up,4n the 
lines of other corporations. The corporation laws of · this stat~ have 
been wefl tested and construed and by organizing in this mann.er the 
company has the advantage of well established rul : s by which .'.it will 
be guided and which leaves it free from experiment. ' . 

The entire management of the enterprise is conducted in the sa~e 
basinesslike manner as other corporations. The general management 
of the affairs of the company is in the hands of the board of directors 

Some Llano Girls 

at Basket Ball 

who select the men best qualified to take cha rge of the various. depart
ments. Members of this board are elected by the stockholders and 

· they are subject to the rules laid down by the sta te corporation laws, 
, .p.~d the bylaws adopted by the stockholders. 
. The board of directors has control of the acquisition of land, 

development of the property, and makes all contracts for employ
ment with individual stockholders and transacts all business of the 

. -
corporation. 

There a re six depar tments:'; {a) Agriculture, (b) Building and 
Engineering, (c) Commerce, (d) Industry, (e) Education, (f) 
Finance. 
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A manager for each department is appointed by the board of 

directors. The manager of department A acts as superintendent and 

has the control of the working of all ranch departments. This man

ager was first appointed and the remaining appointments were made 

on his recommendation and with his approval. 

Each manager serves subject to a recall by two-thirds majority 

of the workers in his department and at the will of the board of di

rectors. Vacancies in the departments are filled by the directors on 

advice of the superintendent. • Departments are divided into divisions 

with foremen appointed by the manager of a department and remov

able by him. 

Upon entering the colony members are assigned to a department 

subject to transfer at the direction of the superintendent. 

The agricultural department covers farming, horticulture, irriga

tion and stockraising. Mana gers of departments are responsible for 

the work done in their departments, and they are held accountable 

for all implements and material a ssets of the department. 

The manager of the educational department has within certain 

restrictions charge of the social welfare of the colony and is ex-officio 

president of the Social Welfare organiza tion. 

The foregoing is a brie f outline of the working plan. Since it 

has been in operation it ha s proven an excellent working system. 

Community Constitution 

A new organization plan h as been completed and a constitution 

adopted by the community commission of the colony. Under this 

plan a community commis~ion of nine is elected quarterly by the 

general asse~bly. In this a~sembly the franchise is extended to all 

residents over 18 years of age. 

The commissioners have charge of all the affairs of community 

life and act as an initiative leg islative body. They hold sessions weekly, 

and once a month sit in council with the directorate. 

There is a tribunate consistir.g of five members. This body is 

elected by the general assembly and members serve five months. To 

this body is referred all differences that may arise. The directorate is 

the place of appeal. The community commission does not handle any 

of the business affairs of the colony, as that is left in the hands of the 

directors. 
None of the members of any of the legislative, executive or 

judicial bodies interlock and none serves on more than one commis

sion board. 
7 
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The entire colony is thus placed on a basis of broadest democ
racy and freest expression. 

The declaration of principles m the preamble of the constitu
tion contains the following paragraphs: 

Things which are used productively mu£t be owned collectively. 
The · rights of the community shall be paramount over those of 

any individual. 
Liberty of action is only permissible when it does not restrict the 

liberty of another. 
Law is a restriction of liberty and is only ju£t when operating for 

the benefit of the community at large. 

View of Bi'1 
Rock Creek 

T/Jese mo=-
made ·waterJ 
form a large 
part of t/Je 
Llano mpp(J1 

To live without labor is to impose an unjust burden upon all 
workers. 

Values created by the community shall be vested m the com
munity alone. 

The individual is not justly entitled to more land than 1s suf
ficient to satisfy a reasonable desire for peace a nd rest. Productive 
land held for profit shall not be held by private ownership. 

Talent and intelligence are gifts which should rightly be used in 
the service of others. The development of these by education is the 
gift of the community to the individual, and the exercise of greater 
ability entitles none to the false rewards of greater possessions. but 
only to the joy of greater service to others. 
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Only by identifying his interests and pleasures with those of 

others can man find real happiness. 

The duty of the indiv:dua l to the community is to develop ability 

to the greatest degree p ossible by availing himself of all educational 

facilities and to devote the whole extent of that ability to the service 

of all. 
The duty of the community to the individual is to administer 

justice, to eliminate g reed and selfishness, to educate all and to aid 

any in time of age or misfortune . 

Location of the Colony 

Llano del Rio co-operative colony is situated m the Antelope 

Auto trucks 

play a 

great part 

in the 

development 

of the Colony 

Valley, Los Angeles county, California. This valley lies to the north 

of the Sierra Madre range of the San Bernardino mountains. The 

land on which the colony is located is about 40 miles from Los Angeles 

i~ a direct line and about 80 miles by the present automobile road, and 

the same distance by train. The nearest r ailway station is Palmdale, 

about I 8 miles from the center of the land. 

Transporta tion between Palmdale and the colony is principally 

by automobile. Auto trucks run between the station and the colony 

and usually make several trips a day. By automobile it is about one 

hour's ride from the colony to the railroad station. 

The Antelope valley is bounded on the north by the Tehachapi 

range of mounta ins, the highest elevation of which is 9,214 feet. 
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Standing on a point in the foothills of Llano del Rio and looking 

toward the west and northward the eye reaches out and across the 

great valley below and finally rests on the skyline of the blue moun

tains of the Tehachapi more than 200 miles away. 

To the northeast are the Lovejoy buttes which rise like huge sugar 

loaves out of the level plain below. These points are 3, 5 28 feet above 

sea level. On the south and west of the llano lies the Sierra Madre 

range of which the highest and most prominent elevation is Mt. San 

Antonio, better known as "Old Baldy," which has an elevation of 

9, 9 3 l feet. It is from this latter range that the Mescal and Rio del 

Llano, known also as Rock creek, draw their snow-made waters dur

ing the entire year. 

Nature of the Land 

The soil of the llano is formed by the d~composition of granites, 

feldspars and limes from the mountain range, giving a deep, light soil 

that never bakes. It contains potash, soda, carbonate of lime and 

magnesia, sulphides and oxides of iron, etc., etc., in fact, all the min

erals necessary to sustain plant life, requiring only the oxidizing influ

ence of water and air, obtained by irrigation, plowing and cultivation 

to render them soluable and easily assimilated by plant growth as food. 

Much of the land now held and yet to be obtained by the com

pany is uncleared and is covered by a light growth of chapparal, 

grease-wood, light sage, yuccas and, in the higher lands, juniper. 

Climate Is Delightful 

The average elevation of the Llano del Rio (plain of the river) 

country is 3,500 feet. The elevation, combined with the close prox

imity to the mountains, give · a healtllful climate where the extremes 

are not so noticeable as they are on the southern slope of. the range. 

The summers are not excessively warm and the contour of the section 

shelters this part of the valley from the high winds that prevail during 

certain seasons of the year in the northern and central parts. The 

winter months are as a rule pleasant, varied at times by a slight snow . 

fall and sometimes cold enough to form ice on still water one-quarter 

to one-half inch in thickness. 

The Water Supply 

In semi-arid countries the water supply is the most important 

thing to be considered. Water for this valley is dependent upon the 

fall of rain m the mountains. During the winter months there are 
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occasional light rains in the valley, but the heavy and dependable 
rains are confined to the m,ountain area. 

Day after day during the winter the valley is wrapped in warm 
sunshine while the mountains are lost to view, smothered in clouds of 
rain and snow. These snows fall on the mountain tops, in the timber
land below, and fill deep canyons and narrow granite gulches where it 
lies for months, slowly but steadily sending down its supply to the 
beds of the creeks and rivers below. As late as August 1, 1914, snow 
on the north side of North Baldy was still visible to those in the 
colony at Llano del Rio. Part of the water from the rain and snow 
is lost by evaporation, part is absorbed by the mountains and part is 
carried by the streams to the valley where it disappears. That which 
is absorbed irrigates and nourishes the heavily timbered mountain 
sides and part of it reaches the stream beds and makes a steady sum

mer flow. 

w 
Big R ock 

Creek flow 

in lufv, 

1914 

m 
The company has secured the exclusive rights to the waters of 

Mescal creek, Jackson's lake and Boulder creek and has rights to a 
large portion of the surface flow of Big Rock creek, and we control 
the Big Rock irrigation district by means of which practically all of 
the flow of Big Rock creek can be controlled. 

Water Control-Conservation 

The colonists have constructed a diversion clam on M escal creek at a: 
point where the canyon widens out into a high mesa which in turn 
broadens and sweeps clown to the plain below. From this clam water 
will be diverted to two reservoir sites to the east and west where a 
small amount of work on the natural basins will complete reservoirs 
of large holding capacity. 
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The chief engineer of the colony in an informal report says: 

'The area of watersheds adjoining these lands is approximately 

80 square miles, which, with 40 inch~s rainfall per annum, should yield 

about 70,000 acre feet of water that could be used if it could all be 

saved-enough water with the character of probable crops, to main

tain 40,000 to 50,000 acres of land under cultivation. 
"Under present conditions, however, the first work to be done is 

to make use of the minimum flow of water from this water-shed by 

putting it on as much land as it will serve--and this is what is now 

being done. 
"The minimum flow of both Mescal and Rock creeks probably 

will take care of some 8,000 to 10,000 acres by the construction of 

small diverting dams in the foothills, and leading the waters there

from by ditch and pipelines to the land being cleared and planted. 

M escal diversion 

dam built by 

tlte Colonists 

This will make the beginning and foundation from which to enlarge to 

the limit of available water. There are four such reservoir sites with 

the total capacity of between 30,000 and 40,000 acre feet, and sur

veys are now in progress to define their actual extent and construction 

requirements. 
"Enough is now known to assure an irrigated area that will sup-

port a population of 5,000 souls or more and have an unusual sur

p lus of product for the open m~rket." 

The Power J>rojects 
Within a half mile of J ackson's lake, which is owned by the 

colony, the waters can be so conducted around the mountains that 
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they may be dropped through a penstock a distance of 500 feet. A 
ditch or flume may be continued from that point for about another 
mile and the water again dropped through pen-stocks for another 
500 or 600 feet. The same may again be repeated at the mouth 

of Mescal canyon. This water, thus con.ducted and utilized, will de
velop all the power the company will need for years to come. There 
are other power possibilities in the mountains nearby of which the 

company is endeavoring to gain control. 

Some Wonderful Possibilities 

Looking into the future for the colony one can see the wonderful 
possibilities at the time of maturity of deciduous trees and other per
manent crops. 

Much of the raw land acquired by the colony costs less than $ 1 0 
per acre. This is as rich soil as was ever plowed. It Will be cleared, 

. cultivated and planted in deciduous trees. 
The elevation of this land especially adapts it to the growing of 

deciduous fruits, notably berries, pears, apples, peaches, plums, cher

ries, olives, figs and walnuts. 
The fame of the Antelope valley as a pear growing district is 

wide~pread. Within a few miles of the colony are pear orchards that 

are bringing large returns to the owners. Pear trees begin bearing 
on a paying basis at about the fifth year, when they bring in returns 
of from $25 to $50 an acre. The sixth year runs from $50 to $100 an 

.acre; the seventh from $ 150 to $300 an acre. The increase in income 
is rapid from this time on, running to $ l, 2 5 0 the twelfth year. Some 

19-year-old trees in the v icinity are reported as having paid at the rate 

of $2,000 per acre. 
Alfalfa is grown to a good profit and will yield five or six crops 

each year. Kaffir corn, milo maize, barley and other small grains also 

produce an excellent crop. All kinds of berries and small fruits can be 

grown. Potatoes, sweet potatoes, excellent tomatoes ·and all kinds' of 

garden truck thrive and mature fully on this land. 
It is not the intention, however, to sell such products as a lfalfa, 

hay or garden produce. T he aim of the colony is to put the products 

into the ~ost concentrated form possible. Instead of selling alfalfa 
it will be fed to livestock and poultry. biogs, c.a ttle, dairy and poultry 

products will be marketed. 
The products of other departments are depended on to support 

the colony and carry out construction and extension and show a clean 
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earning. When the land is cleared, plowed, irrigation provided and 
trees planted, the value of each acre has been increased more than ten 
fold. Each year the value of such land is vastly enhanced and its 
earning capacity made greater. 

Colonists to Feed Themselves 

Gardening as it is now conducted is for the purpose of use of the 
product on the colony. It is the aim to produce the vegetables, fruits, 
dairy and poultry products, meats and at least a portion of the cereals 
that the colonists will need for their own use. This forms a large per
centage of their expenses for food . 

To End Exploitation 

Under working conditions today the producer receives a small 
percentage of the wealth he produces. The remaining large percent-

Among the Bees-

T rue Co-operators 

age goes to his employer, and over this he ceases to have control. The 
large percentage, now g oing to his employer, will, under the colony 
plan, go into the property of the compa ny in which the worker ulti
mately will become an equa l sharer with a ll other stockholders. 

Many Lines of Activity 

In addition to agriculture, horticulture, stock ra1smg, gardening, 
poultry production and dairying there is a diversity of other lines of 
profitable activity contemplated in the plans made by the compan y. 

Among these are : A trout ha tchery on the upper waters of the 
streams; a depa rtment devoted to canning fruits, vegetables and meats; 
a shoe factory, (which is already producing in Los Angeles and which 
is r eady to go into the colony as soon as hydro-electric power shall 
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have been developed) ; steam laundry, knitting mill, tannery, bee

keeping, a motion p icture production company, silk manufacturing, 

printing and engraving plant and a number of other productive enter

prises. There is scarcely a useful occupation that will not furnish 

capable workers to the colony. 

Scientific Methods Used 
Hitherto the approved custom in agricultural and horticultural 

pursuits has been to spend a large amount of human energy on a small 

amount of land, such method being known as intensive cultivation. 

In recent years, however, horticulturists and agriculturists have been 

able to continue intensive cultivation on a large scale by employing the 

best modern machinery, and have attained even better results with far 

less human energy expended. This policy will be followed by the • 

company in all its operations. 

Modern 

Agricultu.-al 

Machinery 

at 'Work 

We have on the land and workip.g a la rge tractor engine, gang 

plows, levelers, drags and various other heavy machinery used for the 

purpose of clearing and preparing land for planting on a large scale. 

Plans for the New City 

A section of land, a mile square, on the mesa, where the 

view reaches from the snow-capped mountains to the southward 

down across the mag nificent plain to the buttes to the eastward and 

the blue mountain range to the far north, has been selected as the 

site for the ideal city. 
According to the plan the city will be hexagonal in form and the 

residential portion will consist of six sections divided by parkways 

and by the g reat inner or central court which will contain the immense 
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Tentative Plan for Colonist Residence 
This plan is for a brick residence, 26 feet 6 inches square, with ceilings 

8 feet 6 inches high. The building will have flat concrete roof, and stairs 
leading thereto. The roof will be inclosed by a wall or railing three feet 
high, where arrangements may be made for sleeping purposes. All the wood
work is to be properly stained or painted. The b athroom to be fitted with 
bath tub, lavatory and toilet. All plumbing to be modern, and all laboi- to be 
performed in a first class workmanlike manne1·. 

This plan may be exchanged at any time for the plans of any of the other 
houses that may be offered for sale by the Llano de! Rio Company, a t a price 
not in excess of the price of this house. Should a more expensive house be 
desired, arrangements can be made to suit the purchaser. 

18 

CIVIC 

which 
of rur 

form 
cap ab 

admir 
servat 

ture, ' 
depar 

colon: 

house 

sites r 
to pie 
greatE 

detacl 
structi 
or rec 
coloni 

shade 
grape 

plan < 

in the 

of ten 

from 
heatin 
coo lee 
and d 
The a 

men< 
ment. 

there 

courts 



:eilings 
l stairs 
ee feet 
wood

:d with 
r to be 

e other 
a price 
>USC be 

c1v1c and social center. This center will b 'e surrounded by parks in 
which there are six school g roups a nd six lakes with two open streams 
of running water flowing to the north. 

The main building in the civic center also will be hexagonal in 
form and will surround an immense forum in the form of a big theatre 
capable of seating several thousand persons. The building will contain 
administration offices, libra ry, theatres, gymnasium, art gallery, con
servatory of music, hall of science, d epartments of industry, agricul
ture, economics, comm erce, public service a nd social service. These 
departments are expected to cover all branches of activity in the 
colony. 

Factories, garages, electric transformer station, laundry, store
houses and large public dining ha lls will be located at six selected 
sites near the outer circle of the city. All of these b uildings, according 
to plans, w ill hold to lines of greatest artistic beauty outwardly and 
greatest utility inwardly. 

The architects have v irtua lly agreed that dwellings shall a ll be 
detached and each surrounded by an enclosed garden; that all con
struction shall be of the w hite hydraulic lime R9man bricks, with green 
or red tile roofs, a ll of w hich m aterial is av ailable on the lands of the 
colonists. 

The streets, according to the plan, will be p a rked a nd ornamenta l 
shade trees grown in g reat profusion. Rose pergolas and concrete 
grape arbors will cover most of the walkways. A remarkably simple 
plan of transportation will enable a person to reach a ny given point 
in the c ity from any other point, no matter h ow remote, within a period 
of ten minutes. 

The plans contempla te furnishing each dwelling or apartment 
from a cent ral distribution point w ith water, electricity for lighting, 
heating and cooking purposes; telephone connection, refrigeration and 
cooled a ir; vacuum for cleaning purposes a nd every other connection 
and d evice for comfort and convenience of the dwellers in the city. 
The a im is to abolish household drudgery and give the women and the 
m en an opportunity for le isure for social life, educa tion and amuse
ment. 

Value of Social Centers 
The plans contemplate the establishment of athletics fields where 

there will be golf links, baseball diamonds, football ground s, tennis 
courts, and running tracks. There will be large outdoor swimming 

19 



plunges and, in fact, every facility for amusement, sports and pastimes. 
There are fundamental reasons for this plan; one is that those who 

engage in labor must have some means of enjoyment at hand or they 
will become dissatisfied and unhappy. Then, too, the mind will not 
develop unless the brain is rested with enjoyment and relief from all 
care, which comes best through the struggle for supremacy in sports. 
Also the brain develops to a higher degree and is more healthy when 
it is absolutely relieved occasionally from care, and enjoys an intense 
excitement when such excitement results only in pleasure. The play 
ground has settled more family and neighborhood differences than a ll 
the courts of all our cities; for man will never quarrel with those with 
whom he finds his keenest delight. 

Natural Advantages 

One of tlie Colony 
Workers 

An Ideal Jersey 
Cow 

The material for all this construction, with the possible exception 
of the structural steel needed for the ·administration building and the 
machinery for equipment, is to be found on the land a ll within close 
proximity and readily available. This, combined with the fact that 
the colonists will have an abundance of skilled labor to put on this 
construction work, will vastly reduce the cost and place it a t a low 
figure as compared with similar achievement in the compe titive world. 
This is but a brief outline of the plans of those working on this 
feature of the great enterprise. 

These plans may be elaborated on, changed or curtailed upon the 
judgment of those who may later become interested. 
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Education Facilities 

Schools of a character that will be a vast improvement over the 
average institutions is the aim of the Llano de! Rio colonists. The 
first school is planned along the lines of the provisions of the state 
law. The school has over 50 pupils and more are being added each 
week. It would require much space to tell of the school plans. Two 
teachers are having all they can do to handle the school at present. 
A woman of wide experience in kindergarten and Montessori 
work will take charge of that department within a short time. 
The new $5000 school building will be erected before the fall term. 
With the growth of the colony and the establishment of factories and 
various industries, the building of the city with its great social center, 

Hunters' camp 

at 

Jackson 's Lake 

schools will be vocational, a s well as classic in character. Here the 
opportunity will be giv en to each child to pursue such play, and such 
vocation as his or her own ha ppiness indicates that he or she is best 
adapted to. 

The various industries and the school will be so connected that 
the children will be permitted to follow the lines of investigation and 
the activities to which th~ir inclinations lead them. The administration 
of the affairs of the company will be conducted in such a manner as to 
bring its affairs constantly before the school in such a way that the 
children will learn the various arts and industries as well as the nature 
and habits of plant and animal life, under the most intelligent direction. 

The first year in high school work has been begun. The school 
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is rece1vmg supplies from the county. A reference library is sup
plied by the county. The school furniture is m ade by colonist cabinet 
makers and they keep up with the steadily increasing demand. Voca
tional classes will soon be established. The. upper-grade pupils have 
organized a literary society and a debating team wiil quickly be de
veloped. 

The school has grown from nothing to its present size and im
portance in one term, and it is still growing and is considered by 
all as the most important feature of the colony life. 

Night schools are planned and some classes have already been 
started. Men and women of all ages will attend these classes and lec
tures. Technical training is proving most popular. There will be 
classes in engineering and other professions. 

SfJme of the Colonists 

Going Out fa1· 

the Day 
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Co-operation In Action 

SOME ACHIEVEMENTS 

Workers at the Llano del Rio Co-operative Colony are making 

such rapid progress in so many departments that it is difficult to keep 

up with them. Since the adoption of the department plan there has 

been greater enthusiasm and activity than ever before. 

A rancher of several years' experience, who knows California 

ranching in all its phases, is in charge of the agricultural department. 

The colony started May, 1 914, with no members and no assets. 

Before the end of the month there were five members-working men. 

They possessed four horses, one cow and sixteen hogs. Now there 

are more than 350 residents in Llano. There are 400 members, many 

of whom wili go to the colony in the next few months. Applications 

are coming from all parts of the United States, and the correspondence 

shows "prospects" from every English-speaking country. California 

ranchers predominate in number. 

The lonely milch cow has been joined by 100 of her kind. A 

herd of fine Jersey and Holstein dairy cows, number_ing about eighty

five, forms one of the important features of the colony. There are 

about 115 hogs in pen and pasture and there are many good brood 

sows in the drove. The colonists now have about 50 horses. 

The first half-dozen hens are a small part of the poultry depart

ment, as there are now 600 laying hens-white Leghorns-and several 

hundred pullets and fowls. Several thousand spring chicks were put 

into brooders in April. There are a number of blue-ribbori geese 

and some turkeys of excellent stock. The colony boasts the champion 

tom turkey of Southern California and will make a specialty of turkeys. 

There are about 400 Belgian hares in the rabbitry and they are the 

most remarkable multipliers. 

The ·apiary department, as all other divisions, is in the charge of 

an expert. This department will henceforth supply honey for the colon

ists and ultimately run the number of stands of bees up · to the thou

sands. 
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Two experienced gardeners are in charge of the garden depart
ment and have sixty acres for truck gardening. 

The colony's giant tractor is plowing every day, and a large 
crew is sowing grain and doing other planting. The tractor is clearing 
the new land, preparing 1 60 acres for an apple orchard and about 
the same amount for add:tional pear orchards. This will be under the 
care of an expert horticulturist. Several thousand grape cuttings have 
been planted. These will be used as table grapes and to manufacture 
grape juice. 

The new dairy building is of stone and concrete construction, 150 
feet long, and is of the latest model and will make the colony one of 
the best equipped in the state. The dairy products are all contracted 
for and are bringing good prices. The Llano del Rio creamery butter 
has already gained the reputation of being the b est in the great valley. 

The new chicken coops are 60 by 1 8 feet and each have a ca-

A row oj 

temporary houses 

pacity of 5 00 hens. To these will be added others of a similar type 
designed a long the latest scientific lines. 

It is expected that by midsummer the colony will be producing 90 per cent of a ll the food it consumes. 
By the use of the tractor, two men can plow thirty acres a day. 

This machine, pulling a large lister plow, digs ditches at a rate that 
makes .it do the work of 1 00 men in that sort of construction. This 
machine has dug a ditch two feet deep, two feet wide, and thrown the 
dirt three feet, for a distance of half a mile and completed it in twenty 
minutes. 

A complete modern steam laundry is on the ground and soon 
will be installed a t the colony and with it steam for the dairy and the 
laundry. This steam will supply power to generate electricity to light 
the houses and power for the printing plant, the planing mill, window, 
sash a nd door m ill, the shoe machinery and a ll other appliances. 
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One lime kiln is running and another of a more modern type 
has just been completed. Thes.e will furnish material for the brick 
machine and the power m :xer. With the white Roman cement bricks 
made at this plant on the colony . land, the permanent houses in the 
colony will be built, includin g the large administration building that 
is projected. 

The Clubhouse 

The colonists have built a large clubhouse-50x 150 feet, and 
m this building most of the single men are housed. Families are 
housed in small wooden bungalows and California tent houses and at 
ranch houses where ranches have been purchased. The building of 
the beautiful white bungalows ~ith r~d and green tiles will relieve 
the situation and enable the colonists to more comfortably house the 
incoming members. 

m 
The Clubhouse 

and 

N ew Dormitory 

m 

.1 

The clubhouse forms the civic and social center at this tii:ne. In 
the large assembly hall, 50x50 feet square, the dances are held and 
here the children have their dancing classes. 

The Saturday night dances attract young people from all over 
the v a lley a nd have done much to popularize the colony with the 
younger set of the district. 

The United States Government has recognized the importance of 
the colony and Lla no postoffice has been allowed and a postmaster 
has been appointed. 

The Big Rock Creek Irrigation District has been established and 
at an election of the district recently held, five members of the colony 
were elected directors and other members were elected tax assessor 
and tax collector and treasurer. Thus the first election held in that 
part of the valley saw a clean sweep for the colonists, who elected 
every office r on the ticket. 
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The Llano del Rio Public Library is supported by the county and 
state and there will ultimately be several thousand books contributed 
to this department_. 

An expert, formerly in charge of important departments of the 
Canadian fisheries, will have charge of the colonist trout fishery. The 
hatchery will be situated at the Luckel Camp, where the colony wiil 
also establish its motion picture factory. The studio will be near the 
in<;lustria l center of the v a lle y. 

The foregoing is but a brief outline of the achievements of seven 
months. Such progress is being made in all departments and divi-

R oman tic Scenery 

near the 

Fish H atche1)' 

sions that news grows stale in the printing. Cclonists a re 1oming 
daily and -it is believed the thousar:d memberships will be taken b efore 
the end of the year. The white city will be the most unique and bea u
tiful in the world. It will house 6, 000 persons. 

If you think this is an exaggeration in any way, that a m iracle 
ha9 not been wroug ht in this v a lley, the colonists will do their best 
to convince you. You are invited to be their guest and to see for 
yourself. 
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How to Becon1e a Colonist 
An application is made for 750 shares of stock at $1.00 per share, 

accompanied by a remittance of $10.00. If application is rejected, 

the money will be returned promptly. If accepted, the applicant will 

be enrolled as an installment member of the Colony, to pay at least 

$10.00 per month, and a contract will be executed providing for con

tinuous employment a t $4.00 per day of eight hours' work, to take 

effect when $750.00 shall have been paid. 
The contracts provide that in addition to the $750 to be paid in 

cash $1 750 shall be paid in labor by deducting $I per day, or more 

if desired by the colonist, from the $4 daily wage, for which the col

onist receives 1250 additional shares of the capital stock, at the par 

value of $1 .00 per share, and a deed to a lot 50 x 100 feet, with a 

residence to be erected thereon. 
The Company will not sell any one person more than 2,000 shares 

of stock. Ninety days grace will be a llowed if for any reason the 

applicant should not be able to make any payment when due. 

The cost of food , clothing and any private service, or materials, is 

deducted from the wages, and a ny surplus over and ·above the cost of 

living and the amount applied on the membership accumulates to the 

credit of the member, to be paid in money out of the surplus profits of 

the Colony. In addition to supplies purchased and services rendered 

by the Colony, each member, should they so desire, may draw as much 

as $ 7 5. 00 per year in cash to be used outside of the Colony. 

Any member desiring board at the Colony qub is charged 7 5 
cents per day, and the amount is deducted from his wages. Members 

desiring to keep house secure their supplies a t the commissary and the 

amount is deducted from their wages. Children large enough to work 

will be furnished employment when they and their parents desire, at 

wages commensurate with their services, and the amount is credited 

to the account of their parents. In this way it is possible for children 

to be able to earn a membership in tile Colony. 

To summarize: 
Each shareholder agrees to buy 2,000 shares 
Each pays cash $750. 
Each pays in labor $1, 750. 
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Each receives a daily wage of $4. 
Deferred payments are made by deducting $1 from the daily 

wage. 
Out of the remaining $3 a day, the colonist gets the necessities 

and comforts of life. 
The balance remaining to the individual credit of the colonist 

may be drawn in cash out of the surplus profits of the enterprise. 
A certain agreed per cent in cash may be drawn during each year. 
Continuous employment is guaranteed. 
Provisions are made for vacations at the option of the colonist. 
Each member holds an equal number of shares of stock as every 

other shareh9lder. 
Each member receives the same wage as every other member. 

All payments-cash, drafts, checks and money orders-must be 
made payable to Llano del Rio Company. Not responsible for pay
ments made otherwise. 

Co-operation a Necessity 

No co-operative enterprise that has ever b een launched has failed. 
Every effort at communal ownership has been of value 
Each attempt to solve the problem of collective ownership has 

proven a valuable addition to the sum total of knowledge on this 
important subject. 

Co-operation finds friends most readily among persons educated 
along lines of understanding of the great radical movement of the 
world. A contributor to the Western Comrade in writing on the 
urgent need of co-operation says: 

.. For the mass of working people the problem grows ever more 
serious as they are driven near to or even over the line of subsistence 
and are threatened by the imminence of poverty and dire want . 

.. The soCial reasons for co-operation are no less urgent and com~ 
pelling. Along with the growth of democratic institutions, there is 
an increasing demand for men and women with the Social instinct. 
Such workers are in demand everywhere to build up the state that is 
to be and to guide aright t?e efforts of the people to manage their 
own affairs. ¥- :;. :;. 

"The growing demand for social service, the development of a 
sense of human solidarity and the recognition of the value of associa
tive and community effort constitute the social reasons for the notice 
co-operation is attracting." 
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The Officers of the Company 

• 
The officers of the Llano del Rio Company are as follows: 

PRESIDENT, JOB HARRIMAN, attorney, for th irty years a prominent 

leader in th e Socialist and labor movement of America. 

VICE-PRESIDENT, FRANK P. McMAHON, former president of Los An

geles Centra l Labor Council (two terms); former president Los Angeles County 

Building Trades Council ; president Labor T emple Associatio n (two years); 

secretary Los Angeles Bricklayers' Union for five years; former president o f 

California State Conference of Bricklayers and 2 7 years in trade union and 

Socialist movements. 

TREASURER, A. F. SNELL, cash ier of First National Bank of El Monte, 

Ca lifornia. For twenty years a Socialist. 

SECRETARY, G. P. McCORKLE, a banker of 20 years' experience and a 

Socialist of severa l years' standing. Has c harge of books and accounting system 

of the colony a nd city office. 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY, FRANK E. WOLFE, e ditor. First editor of 

Californ ia Social-Democrat ; m any years' experien ce as editor daily newspapers; 

Socialist writer and p laywright. Former member National Committee Socialist 

Party. Present editor W estern Comrade and in ch a rge of publicity and corres

pondence d epartment of colo n y. 

DIRECTORS: W. A. ENGLE, former president Los Angeles Central Labor 

Council and secretary-treasurer of that body for five years. Formerly vice

president o f California S tate Federatio n of Labor. H as been for many years 

active in Labor organizations and Socialist movement. 

L. A . COOKE, arch itect of wide experience in group p lanning on large 

scale. State licensed arch itect. Had extensive training in European centers. 

Has built many of hig h est clas.s residen ces of Pasadena a nd Santa Barbara. Has 

charge of building operations at the colony. A Socialist and student of long 

standing. 

D. J. WILSON, for 25 years in Hour mill a nd mercantile business. Took 

a prominent part in labor movement in New York in early 80' s as organizer 

of Knig hts o f Labor. H as been a Socialist sin ce 1896. He now has c harge o f 

purch asing and real estate depa rtme nt. 

W. S. ANDERSON, formerly a locomotive engineer and member of the 

Broth e rhood o f Locomotive Engineers. Has had much experience in farming 

in th e East and h as been ranch ing in California ten years, where h e has been 

most successful. Thoroughly understands agriculture and stock raising. Has 

been a Socialist for many years. He has taken out a membership in Llano del 

Rio Colony for five members of his fam ily. 



Your Gateway to Freedom 

Are you tired of the struggle in the cut-throat competitive system? 
Have you fought long enough in the uneven and all but hopeless 
battle? 

Are you not ready now to join forces with these comrades, the 
men and women who have gone into this co-operative movement with 
the determination of making a collective effort to reach the goal of 
freedom and happiness and to show the world the possibilities and 
desirability of co-operative action? 

Nearly all the desirable land in America has been seized. Almost 
all the water rights are held by the greedy capitalist. 

Here is almost the last remaining chance for an opportunity 
where the land is cheap and the water plentiful. 

The colonists have secured an abundance of water and land, and 
can secure more land, as their control of the water gives them a com
m anding position in their district. 

This la nd and water need but the application of huma n energy to 
develop a principality in the beautiful Antelope valley. It may be the 
last opportunity of the sort ever given to the workers of America. 

But a limited number of me!Ilberships in the colony will b e 
available. 

Do you want to secure a membership now and plan to join us as 
early as possible? 

Write today and tell us your age and occupation. 
any small or imagined obstacle to stand in your way. 
able to assist you. 

D o not allow 
We may be 

Don't delay. The step you take today may be the opening of the 
gateway to your freedom. 

Address your communication to 

The Llano del Rio Company 
C. V. Eggleston Co., Fiscal Agents 

924 Higgins Building, Los Angeles, California 

All Payments- checks, cash, and money orders- must be made to the Llano del 
Rio Company. Not responsible for payments made otherwise. 



~bt Wt!)ttm <!omrabt 

Devoted to the cause of The Workers. It stands for 
co-operation, direct action and political action. Its 
ideas of co-operation are not to deal in abstractions, but 
to get into action and demonstrate what can be achieved 
by determined workers. 

This monthly magazine is illustrated by the use of 
pictures that make people think. It has for contrib
utors some of the keenest writers on economic and 
industrial problems. It is brimful of good stories, red • 
hot squibs, fiction, poetry and art. 

To keep posted on the rapid strides made at Llano 
del Rio you should subscribe for The Western Comrade 
which is owned by the colonists, and contains an illus
trated story of the development of this great enterprise. 

The Western Comrade 
924 Blll8ins Building, Los Angeles, Cal. 

Send Your Subscription Today One Dollar a Year 
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Socialism 

...... 

I
~ OCIALISM means tho country for the people. lt 

~~ means the making of a thing for use instead of for 

profit. It believes that the God-given mission of the 

machine was to lighten the burden of the labor-world and not 

to enable a certain class to accumulate riches beyond thE> 

dream2 of avarice. It does not believe that it is right that 

ten men should toil and deny themselves and families, thl1.t 

one man may live in luxury and indulge his family . It does 

~ot believe it is right for oi.e man to create wealth while the 

second, third and fourth Ii ve off that which he has created. 

It believes that common sense will teach any man that for a 
' 

thi!1g to be publicly u2ed, demands that it sho•1ld be publicly 

owned. And having been taught by re11.son and common sense, 

the Socialists demand the public ownership of tile means of 

production and destritrntion. 

Capitalism ·believes in t 11usts, combination and conso!i

dalion as the means of wringing profits from those who with 

hungry stomachs, weary backs and aching hearts, produce the 

whole of the worlds wealth. 

Capitalism, by developing and consolidating the social 

m~chines, have made it possible to create tile whole world's 

, 
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wea.lth at a cost of less than one-fifth the value of the whole 

product when created. The creators of this wealth are paid 

the one-fifth of their product back as wages, and these wages 

not being sufficient to buy back but a small portion of the 

we~lth by labor created, forces our economrn masterR to seek 

foreign markets for their exploited products, and forces the 

labo.rrng ffiasses to deny thems~lves and their little ones of the 

things that little wages cannot buy, and while capitalism, in 
( . 

order to gain a market for theso products, is instigating the 

destruction of a battle ship .at Ravanna and fanning the pa

triotism of Americi\ into a fevered heat, through the medium 

of her press. I see economic slaves rising up in the name of 

God and humanity, marching into foreign lands, and with the 

sword and flame I see them pulling down npon the brow of 

their fellow sufferers the i£on crown of Slavery. Our capi

tahstic masters know that. the sons of America are noble 

hearted and brave. They know that there is ·an inherent de

sire in their hearts to help the weak and down trodden, and 

for .. tbia reason they appeal to us in the name of suffering hu

manity. 

And with a noble intention we rally around their false 
• I 

standards, and m the name of freedom and equality proceed 

. to perpetuate on earth a Rell of economic bondage. 

Capitalism pretends to believe that Capital is the greatest 

essential to the creation of wealth. And that it has done 

more· to develop tbe country than all else. This is a right 

nice guise for the old corpse to shroud itself in, but any man 

filled with half the spirit of investigation that animated the 

heart of the Apostle Thomas will readily see through it. 

Capitalism works for profit, and profit is it's capital. 

All profitt> rightly considered represent unvaid labor. It is 

actuaUy the other four fifths that justly and rightly belongs . . ~ 
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to the labor that produced it, and which has been wrongful
ly, immorrally,and legally stollen from those .who have create~ 
it. A thing can not of right be worth more than the cost of 
produoing and d.istri~rnting it. All the additions of price to 
a thing after its creation is but the legislating of pauperism. 
It is wealth taken which leaves no equiv~lent behind it. It 
is forfeits, the father of poverty. 

Life was once an individnalisti•: affair, and the machines of 
production and distribution were rude and Rimple and were 
operated by each indvidual. Under these primitive · condi
tions Socialized ownership would have been impractical and 
impossible. A whole nation of people could not have rode 
in and operated the same mule cart, nor could they have driv
en shoe pegs with the same hammer. But still even then the 
means of production and distribution were carried on by the 
whole people, for the reason that the machin~s were equally 
distributed among the whole people. 

The mule car bad not then become a train of reclining 
chairs; the peg hammer was not theu a massive shoe factory, 
and if they bad of been, what pdmative individual was there 
who lived then who could have individually o_wned, controlled 
and operated the car' What one ·or these ancient fellows 
could have put a modern shoe factory unrler his kitchen table ! 

The very nature of the machine is Social. The inventions 
in steam and other things have forced us from an independent 
to an interdependent mode of living. Everytbmg, from the 
cradle in which we are rocKed to the nails in our coffins are to
day made by a machine. 

We eat bread, drin k whisky, chew tobacco, smoke cigars, 
wea" clothes and actually walk, talk, sing. whistle, ride, see 
and hear by the machine. The machines have come in be
t weon us and the natural resources of tbe earth. Their mis-
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sion is to aid man in developing and appropriating those re
sources, And s~nce these machines are not ihe product of 

· any one age, nor any one man, or race of men, but are the 
product of all past ages and races, they then very naturally 
become the inheritance of nll men. 

If the rights of life and the persuits of happiness are 
among the enalionable rights of man, then to be sure the rights 
to the mean1:1 of life and happiness are also inalionable, and to 
be su1e if the machines {the means t? life ancl happiness) a.re 
owned and controlled by capitalistists, our hves will become 
controlled by these men, and we will be no more than slaves. 
Oai..italism has ab.out finished its course. Oompetition is in its 
death ag<my and cannot be maintained much longer. The 
trusts foretell the final colap1rn of Capitalism, as well as the 
triumph of Socialism. In the organization of thP. first trust 
was laid the foundation of the Socialist cooperativ<:l common
wealth. And the only trust which can live in the future is a 
national trust in which every citizen is a member. In the 
course of time all countries will bocome as trust-ridden as the 
United States, and then the pyramids that capitalism _have 
built will totter and fall. 

'.f he Socialists are those who believe , hu.t they can see this 
tragic termination of Capitaljsm ·and who <tel!!ire to avert it; 
and who as a means to this end, propose the cooperative com
mon wealth. 

Socialism is a substitution of the cooperative principles 
instead of those of competition. We have alrc>ady tried some 
of these principals, for instance, the post offi1.;e. The post 
office being a public utility, is owned and operated by the 
public, and we can send a letter to New•York for t wo 
cents, and if it was individually owned and controled 
it. would cost us a dollar and a half. If the mails were trans-
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ported upon the competitive plan, the writing of letters 
would become only a luxury in reach of the rich. Yet the 
mails are-no more a public utility than are the tram ways. 
railroads, steam ships, telegraph liues, canals, factories: aud 
many other things that through the competitive system have 
proved a curse instead of a blessing to the masses. 

Capitalism meanR cooperation, trusts, and combinations for 
the mutual benefit and enrichment of the few. Socialism 
means cooperation for the mutual benefit of all. 

Today the nation owns the ships of the navy, the forts, 
arsenals, public buildings. government factories and some 
other buildings. Today the go\'ernment for the people m~kes 
some of the clothes and arms for the navy and army, builds 
some war al.lips, and oversePs the prisoners and schools. 
Socialists want the p~ople to own all the buildings, fact'ories, 
lands, rivers, ships, schools, machines, and goods, and to 
manage all their business and work, and to buy and sell and 
make and use all goodA for themselves. Socialists want all 
the gas and water supplied to the cities, as in Glasscow ~nd 
Manchester. Socialism is an extention of the \'a.riou~ corpor
ation and civil service. There is nothing in Sociali::im to de
stroy a home, and there is nothing in it to foster vice, but 
therb is something in it to kill ignornnce an<l to destroy dee. 

' There is somethmg in it to close the jails, do away with pros-
titution, reduce crime and drunkenness, and to wipe out the 
slums and sweat shops, ~nd banieh forever from -;,ur vocab•
lary that abomµable Eng·lish phrase: "the deserving poor." 
There is something iu it to eliminate the heggar, and the idle 
fop, the useless fine ladies an1l lazy lords. There is some
thing in it to make it poR.sible for willing and honest workers 
to live houe,.,t, happy, and honorable lives. We live. today in 
a machine age, and the queen of this age is capital, and if 



I , 

6 

capital wishes to be loved and honore1 by the American people 
let her place her machines at the disposal of all the people. 
L<>t her mission be to emansipate and not to enslave. Not 
until that glad day will the gemus of the inventor and mechan
ic have sened its mission on earth, and the world have been 
blessed. Let us give labor an interest in the machine. 
Drive it not to it~s heartless task with the wreaking lash of 
hunger an·d cold. .Make the interests of all men the same 
that their hearts may be the same also. On that glad day the sons 
of men shall labor in joy. On that day the templet1 that labor 
has builded at last shall protect he_r from the storm. The 
smoke stacks and the walls of the factory will not then be 
looked upon as the towers and gloomy columns of a prison. 
It will cease to be a place where armies of poor condemned 
wage-slaves continually toil for the enrichment of their keep
er. The Egytian task masters will heave ceased to sing to 
the slaves from Israel. And the whirr of cog and the buzz of 
band will be to the ear of toil as sweet music, and for the 
first time in the worlds history we will have learned the mis
sion of the machine. 

Socialism is Jo,·e because it is life, and to live is to love. 
Socialism 1s progress because to live is to grow. Socialism 
is ra_dical and among the stagnant ponds of society it crea;:es 
au unrest. It is natural for it to do so. Life never moves 
upon the mountain top without creating a commotion in the val
ley of dry bones. Life is a separation from that which is old, 
and a development. for Lhat whfoh 1s new, for a thing 
to be in harmou:v with that which is ol<l, must itself be 
old. And for a thing to be in harmony with the laws that ma
t.11red {tnd developed :he new,the thing must of itself be new. The 
spirit of Christ was the spirit of progress. lf socialism had not 
been live euougli, good enough, and true enough, to excite the 
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contempt of fools, and the derision of the vulger, I for one 
should have cons1derE'd it worthless, and would never have es · 
poused it, for until a man or a cause has excited the enmity of 
the establitihed order. that man or that cause likes the best 
proof of his or its truth and e:incerity. Suppose the ideas of 

. ~ ""' Plato, Galileo, Newton, Capern\cus, Harvey, Servat.us, Mosart, 
Morse, Stevenson, and Edison, had all been in accord with 
the ignorance of the age in which they Ii ved, where would 
the world have been to day. Suppose that Dermont were to 
listen to those who to day are declarmg the impossibility of 
air navigation. When would the world have a successful air 
ship? 

. The truth has always been radical. Its messages have 
ever been startling. It was so in the time of Columb11s, m 
the time of Christ and in the time of Socratese. The most 
common inventions and the simplest discoveries have in their 
time been. shrouded in mystery and consid~red impossible. In 
consi<leration of these facts what can Socialists expect but to 
meet with ridicule and contempt, for it to be otherwise would 
be proof that .::ocialism .vas rottoo and worthless. 

Love has never built an ark of bullrusbes and set it adrift 
in the Nile, but there were in waiting human hands anxious to 
devour the precious cargo. Truth and justice descending from 
the stars has never mei anything . but the brutality of U:lf 
world. Wisdom and intelligence h;tve ever been flowers to 
adorn a cross or a dungeon. ,But than ks be to God that the 
love that was strong enough to fashion the ark, was also 
strong enough to ride upon the wa\"es lest the.r over-power it. 
And I am glad that truth's sweet aroma irresistably rising 
from the caves and prisons of earth bas so eternally and in
dellibly imprinted itRelf upon the conscience of men that it can 
never be eracetl. You might as well try to st<'p the 
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su11 as try to stop tbe grow~h of Socialism. It 
comes up like the rosy dawn. Ignorance, super
stition, a'arice and tyranny like the foul mists ;,fa mirky 
m.1rsh, flee a way before its brilliant beams of penetratit.g light. 
The world is waking up. The transition is here. The poor 
children whom God turned adrift by the ancient Euphrates{:! 
are wandering safe home Pgain; An ark is descending the Nile 
and a b~bies \"Oice is beard. The golden beams which now but 
faintly kiss the top of the pyramids are destined to descend 
until they dazzle the world with light. 

Socialism comes to take its place in the natural develop
ment of ciYilization. Cooperation is bound-to describe the 
next stage of human de\"elopment. The departiue from old 
customs and traditions foretell it. Crumbling thrones dP.mand 
it A 11 the different systems of worlds wheeling tJ.irough 
space are whispering harmony is Aw eat, and love is la~. 

Socialism is harmony, Socialism is love, ~ocialism is practical 
because love and brotherhood are practical. The only place 
where Socialism is not practical is where there is no love and, 
the only place that love will not stay is in the hearts of tyrants, 
butchers, extortioners, bigotg, demagogues and usurers. 

SoP-ialism is not a church or reiigious organization,. but 
it is a political organizati'1n that iis in perfect harmony with 
christiauity. Jeffersonian Republicanism was not a religious 
~rganization, yet what saint or smner but says· that it was good 
and ca,n goodness and christiani1y be adverse1 I taink not. 
Socialism is christianity appliet'i. Its ultimate is the golden 
rule, or equality of opportunity and juAtice to the whole human 
race. Aud since these pl'incipals are the same 'aill advocated 
by tile carpen(ers son, it becom~s bard for me to think upon 
them, or wi'ite about them without getting Christs n;A.me 
mixed up in them. In fact it is hard for ut\ to have kind 
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thought or to sa.y sweet loving words without the memory ·of 

this man stealing into them and shedding a kindly influence 

upon them. The spirit of Christ, or the memory of Christ, 

see-ms to like to get into good things, and Socialism does not 

try to keep it out, and I am gfad of it. Socialism would stay 

the hand of the tyrant and make mrnecessary the flight int9 

Egypt. It would ligllt up tile dark and gloomy stahle, put 

warmth and comfort m the m'l.nger so that the so·i s of God 

and br0tbers of Christ could be born heirs to the worldt'.! 

pleasure and not $laves to its degredation· and misery . 

Let the l>lossom:i of love and truth adorn our own fire

sides. Give them a place in our homes. Vrive them not in.to 

the wilds nnd caves of the eartb,save them from the dungeon, 
f 

the stake, and the cross. This is some of the -;,'Ork of Social-

ism and it is good aud Christ-lilrn-it is grand. · 

Now the writer of this article does not claim to be an in

carnation of the Christ spirit, nor, does he lay cla.im to a very 

large pM cent of the vir~ures of th>tt man. But there are times 

when he (like others) can partially bury the ·hatchet, put 
I 

away predjudice and strife and live a little more rn love, and . 
it is at such times that he finds himself in closest touch with 

the Socialist doctrine, and I believe that if t.he spirit of Christ 

is in any one thing ou earth, that thing is the Socialist move

ment. Christ lies not i!1 the cold manger :tt Bethl~hem but 

nestles in'the warm folds of the human heart, and in whatever 

heart his spirit dwells, love, justice and brotherhood abound. 

And though the t.yrants may seek to kill the vulgar, deride 
j 

the proud disdain, still those universal ~rerogatives of God 

shall burst forth from that heart and shall shine on for the 

I 
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uplifting and ennoblemAnt of man. 

I shall not retlect u pou Christianity because I believe it 
to be beyond the criticism. of man. I believe that christianity 
or Godliness is forgiving, loving, and merciful in all its reJa. 
tions with men. It does not seek to rule by force; nor does 
it hat~ that which it cannot rule by Jo\•e. It comes to man in 

· the hour of temptation, and blesses him on the ~vening- of re~ 
flection. The messages that it bring1:1 are al \Vays those of 
peace. It appeals to the God within him-to his liberality. to 
his better self. It seeks to become the language of his 
soul and to make its wishe( his ideals. Its loudest words are 
loving deeds. It is not vain nor puffed up. It seeks n~t to 
be seen or heard, but to be f~lt and loved. Uncler its gent.le 
rnfluence the soul of man is lifted up and becomes superior 
to his physical nature. He rises above the storms, enmities, 
and hatreds of this life and lives in close communion with 
God, and is at peace with his fellow.man. 

I bold that religion and politics are not two distinct and 
separate forces, bat are only different mamfestations of the 
same force :lnd that Ohristianity is that underlying princi
ci pal, that universal law of love, the salt of the earth, and 
when it is found in politics they are good politics; an<l when 
in religion it is good religion. It acts upon society like lo.iven 
in b1·ead. Christia~ity, in order to b<1 Christianity, is not 
compelled to appear in the garb of religion. It might be a 
man's religion 10 gamble,rob and steal,but such men could hard 
Iy be called christfaris,nor such conduct Christianity. Christian
tiy is uplifting and it matters not wha. a. mans avocation in life 
may be bis cbristianit.y will diE1play itself in that avocation. 
If he is a politician he will be seen no less in his politics than 
rn his religion. I believe that a gTeat deal mol'e Christianity 
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can be shown in a good political policy than in a bad religious 
I 

policy, and contemptable indeed is the political_ policy that is 

not worthy of being advocated from the pulpit. And the poli

tician upon the stump who sulks !)nd does not show bis col-

3rs concerning God, is not worthy of the lowest office within 

the gift of his country, and the dep~avity of such a man iR on

ly out-stripped by the hypocrite ''the whited sepulcher" who 

pretends to love God along the most popular lines, and who 

uses Christianity as a cloak under which to practice all the 

inventions of hell. 
Now I am aware that there are many men who differ with. 

•.ne, or who pretend to differ with me iri regard to the meaning 

of Christianity-they are those who believe Christ to be a 

fiend, a murderer, one who glories in human wretchedness and i. 

misery ,one who is never so well pleased as when he looks down 

on this planet and sees great armies marching in his name, 

'mtting e11ch other'R throats, laying to wast peaceful villages, 

' an cl desecrating the fire-sides of the world. They actually be

lieve th.at the spirit of the humble Christ mm:1t conquor the 

world on a powder ca1·t and believing this the different re

ligious· sects train up their followers in the arts of war, send 

them forth !n Gods name to murder The modern religionists 

hoot at the Jews, and say that the fools thought that Christ 's 

was to be a temporal kingdom, and was to be set up by physi

cal force, anrl at t be same time the efforts of all the dif· 

fercnt religions to consumat" that kingdom have in the past 

ninteen hundred .rears been in perfect accord with tl!-at blun

der of the Jews. Down from the remotest ages Mhoes the 

tramp of armies. I behold the glare of ten thousand burning 

cities, the mournful wails of the weeping millions die unheed

ed beneath the pitiless sky. Tbe gory banners stream; the 

• 
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1:1words drip with innocent blood and above all the wreck and 

ruin, in letters of blood. I read this inscription: "In the name 

of our God." The history of the world is a conflict of reli

gions and in such confhcts. Christ can have no part. It was 

to still this tempest that Christ came to the earth, anct was by 

the religionists p11t to death. Religion has always bePn and 

is today the greatest 1:1n:my· of Christianity. If religion was 

Christianity there could be no war and the world ·Nould he at 

peace. There is as much ditfe.rence in religion ftnd cbristiani-

·ty as there is in politics and good gov~rument. The Choctaw, 

the Eskimo and the Hottentot all havti religions, but 

have they they the spirit of Christ? Conl'tantine and the 

early fathers of the Ohrietian church would not have had any 

use for christianity had 1t been of such a nature as to prevent 

their using it to support their infamous institutions. Constan

tine merely reorganized his old paganism and gave to it thEI 

name of cbristiauity. The things against which Obrist led his 

crusade still went on, thEI difference being that before they 

came ther were practiced without his name, and since he bas 

gone they have been 1,>racticed in bis name, and if anyt.hing 

the storms have been more fierce and the nays more dark 

than ever b efore. Religious zealots, d-emagogues and fanat

ics have iu the name of Christ a~cended the stations of power 

n,n,~ cast the world iuto outer darkness; thesti storms break

ing forth in the days of Luther, again and again swept over 

Europe, <levastating and saddening tbe land. Their savage 

mutterings were heard in the rattling chains and the flames of 

the inquisiti..m And in the conquest of Mexico and Peru, 

even quite recently, the armies of the United l:;tates have in 

the name of God and humanity been spreading the religion of 

swurq an.d flame. Religious hosts led by fiends go to war, 

a.nd Chris 

of religio 

110 holy b 

no act of 

stoop, Tn 

fine in· ad 

so black a 

crucified 

In t!JE 

vain as tll 

love on a 

to cut eac 

ditioos to 

say that i 

Soc;alism 

not wish t 

make prac 

si.rn of eVi 

true s..i.~·ini 

better. 
I am 

a wood piJ 

preciate ti 

with-hold j 
upon the 
fop and st 

ist. I ber 



e wreck and 

"In the name 

of reli

It was 

h, anel was by 

ays bef'n and 

religion was 

·Nonld he at 

d cbristiani-

fhe Choctaw, 
:iligions, but 
oine and t.he 

have had any 
s to prevent 
s. Constan

ave to it th~ 
hrist led his 

before they 
since be bas 

if anyt.hing 

more dark 
and fanat-

>ns of power 
orms hreak

swept over 

heir savage 

be flames of 

o and Peru, 
·es have in 

e religion of 

go to war, 

13 

a.nd Gbristian!ty in horror cries out againgt it. The oonfiict 

of religions is heartless;it is uncompromising. There is no place 

10 holy but it will enter and leave its slimy track. There i~ 

no act of violeuce, no deed of inf11my to which it will r.ot 

stoop, There is no love so pure, or life so t..oble but it will con

fine in a dungeon or consume with flame There is no bell 

so black as it has made-there 1s no loYing Jes•1s I.Int it has 

crucified 

In the conflict of religions the commands of God are as 

~aiu as the cry of a goose. And of what use is mercy and 

love on a battle field where meu at any moment may rise up 

to cut each others tbroatsf lt is these cold, heartless con

ditions to which Socialis m is opposed and it is preposterous to 

say that in opposing these things that it oppoises Chr~stianity. 

So.c;alism does not seek to tear down but to build up. It does 

not wish to take people out of the churches, but wishes to 

make practical the truths t.hat are titnght in them. The mis

si.rn of every church is (or should be) to get people to be 

good. The mission of ~ocialism is to make it so that people 

can be good. "Mak~ me good and I will he happy," is a very 

true s.i.,ying. but ''make rne happy and I will be good,'' is still 
better. 

I am not much in accord with the idea of sleeping upon 
a wood pile in this world in order that we may t.~e more ap
preciate the feather beds in the next. I am not willing to 
with-hold hung~rs needed morsel, and la.y a st1:1ggering load 
upon the backs of human\fy in order to cause them to yearn 
fop and strive to reach a place where suclf infam;es do not ex
ist. I believe that the more soft the beds on which we sleep, 

/ 



the sweeter and hrigbter wiJI be our dreams and the sweeter 

antl brighter will be our lives and the lives of those arouno us. 

God would have it so, and Socialism would barn it so. We 

should have it so that for a man to keep out of bell, be would 

not be forced to take the pit uex:t tu thP place. If I have a 

soul in tlus worlcl I must ha\"e a bodJ, the sot1l to be a soul 

must have roo ~ in the earth,and -.ve cannot hav(' a great soul if 

we starve the body, and on the day when. men shall save the 

poor bodies of men, God will save their souls, and not nntil 

then. God created the wor!tl and in it he placed all the 

requirements of life and huppiness. On the otbe1· hand Uod 

created a race of people who wert• to Jh·e b~· dernlopi ng and 

a.ppropriatiug that worlds r esourceR. And since i t is neces· 
sary in orde1· for a man to li\·e that he have access to the 

meirns of lift>, it becornes also necessary that he hav e access 

to ti.lat in wlJich th ,>se means are confined. It is not necessa
ry to th e b2.ppiness of the peopl~ that a f~w mon ey k ings bny 

up the ea1'tbs resources, and by controlling the means of life 
anti happiness forne the great mass of the people to lal>or for 

a mere pittance. This syatcm is onl.~ 11eccssary to the enslaYe

meut and degredatio n of God's child1·en, an~ Socialists real· 

ize thal i1 is the c<teie; hence, they propose to organize the 

wbol•· of society upon a sys1e11rntic, cooperative plan and to 
eco11omiC'ally and th.)l'oug 11 1'· develop the worlds resources 

autl justly and rightly to dist1·ibute its productR. The bring

ing· about of suct1 condi ions cannot but help fi11d a. r esponse 
in every. christian heart and to enlist th~ sHvice of every iu
dust.rions, honest and energetic man or woman, .wbil e at t he 

same timo i~ is bound to eKCite the enmity of the ignorant ~ind 
lazy. 

If Socialism was iu a ccord with the dreams of the tramp, 
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the drunka1·d, thieves, libertmes, swindlers, blackmailers, l.Jo

boes, gambles, interest mongers and tyrants, it would not 

meet with the opposition that i t does. Socialism stands for 

the elimination of such interestR, and for this reason she num

bers her bitterest enemies from among the above named class

eis. 

In reference to freedom this is no peculiar age. In all 

ages and countries the dark clouds of despotism have gath

ereJ. The insidious fo\·ces that tend to destroy equality 

and liberty have e ver crept forward. In tbe days of Caesar, 

Napoleon, Washington and Liucoln, it wss so. Why should 

it i:ot be so today? The people of Bostou once beheld wltb. 

consternation the British ships of war that darkened her seas. 

Why should the people today not shudder at the onslaught of 

ca.pit alism and monopolistio greed, when we see the very 

souls of men and womer. being coined into gold and on our 

horizon behold the lo;vering douds of economic slayery, why 

should we not feel that a crisis is coming'? Why should we 

not. remonstrate with a tyrant or petition a king? Are not 

these 1he natural outburts of a wronged and angered people? 

Is it the part of wise men to smother their convictions and 

co\'t'r up danger. Who that loves the old ship but would 

seek to point out the brakerei and guide it through the fury 

of the storm. The real traitors a.re those who speak not. If 

a hostile army \Vas marchin g through our border, caprnring 

anrl condemning our men to a life of bond-agP, as soon as the 

country was aroused and enlightened, it would meet the foe 

and he would be vanqmshe d. Today capitalism stalks abroad 

in our la.nd, clad in the funeral rags of the competat.ive sys

tem. A hundred standing armies stand ready to cl.large at 
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her command. ~be feasts not oft' the strong alone, but under 
her rigid discipline little children never learn to laugh. Mil
lions of wom"n are forced into trenches and sweat shops a nd 
compelled to compete with negroes, Chinese, IJrothers, sis
ters and eveu their own oft'iSpring for an opportunity to liv~. 
Capitalism knows no love except the almighty dollar, no stan
dard of mor11 lity except that of wealt.h. lt knows no virtue 
upon whtcli it has not t1et a price, it gives no alms wit.bout 
strong securities. The profit isystem is the father of lies, 
adulterated foodis and drinks. It is the det'lpoiler of homes 
and fire sides. It has driv"n seven million American pe~ple 
shelterlees to live beneath the open sky, and fifty-three mil
lion to live in homes not their own. Under the hallowed in 
fluence of this divine systPm we have almost forgotten th e 
old song: •'0, .Where is my Wandering Boy Tonight,'' but 
we have learned another a thousand times mo1•e forlorn, ;ou d 
:fi!led with more wierd and melancbolly beauty, and it begins 
like this: "0 Where is my wandering girl to night." Fifty 
thousand of them are in the city of New York to night. Five 
hundred taousand more of them are scattered abroad over a 
divinely appointed government tbn.t has licensed them to run 
public houses, and you might say like wise licensed preach
ers to tell them and all the rest of the people the evils of prostitution. 

It is not a'gainst the day of ignorance that I would warn 
the powers that be. If the sons of America were the off. 
springs of idiots, imbeciles anrl fools, there would l>e no need 
of warniug. Slaver.v could last forever. It is against that 
oay of intel:igent awa:.unmg that I would warn them. Capi · 
talism in 3 persistent effort to force upon an intelligent peo
ple all its train of evils · is sure at some time to meet with re-

sentmen 
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eentment, and it is this that Socialists fea1· and seek to avert. 
It may be too late when the people are hearrl in the streets 
crying, ·'No more bastile, no more bastile!" 

:f13ring tbe jflowera -cr:o~al?, or, tbe Soul of 
Socialism. 

How can my cold and palid brow 

Feel tbe kisses when Pm dead

How can my dull and cla.mmy ear 

. Oat0h the loving words that are saiclf 

How can I see, when I'm asleep 

And my s pirit gone to rest-

The eyes that or'e me tenderly weep 

Fold my hands upon my breast? 

How will I know tbat some loving hand· 

Has stolen a lock of my hair? 

How can my cold, chilly heart expand 

To the token of love given there? 
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Will I know when my friecds shall come 

And quietly sitting within my r~om 
Sh11ll whisper of some loving deed I've ctone 

That lifted from their heart the gloom? 

Bow can I feel the joys that come 

When kind, loving words are said--

Wilen the temple of my soul is vacant and dumb 

And all tba~ can be enraptured has fled? 

How can I breath the sweet-sented flowers 
That . on my bosom are laid' 

Ob! how can roses brighten death'11 bowers 
When hfe bas its exile madel' 

Let us bestow our gifts upon the livmg 

And banish hollo.v forms from the funeral day, 
J1'or of what avail is all our giving 

To the hideous temples of inaminate cJayi 

'Tis sweet to honor those gone home, 

By living tributes to their memorv bestowed. 
Rut sweeter still to help those who roam 

And need our solace along life's road. 

I 
How of't to soothe our conscience, 

And kill the burning sense of wrong 
we loudly prate of the ~frtue and patience 

Of our fellow-men when they are gone. 
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Ye Gods! how small must be the conscience 

That would relieve itself with a tear 

And o1fer the dead such rotten incense 

In return for abusings here. 

Brave Bruno we consumed with flame, 

8ocratese with prison's dark cell; 

f'. nd no tribute of praise can hide our shame, 

Our ignorance and our infamy known too well. 

Ind until ·Ne have quench~d the relentless fires 

And opened with mercy the door of the cell, 

Our tributes of praise and memorial piles 

A re but the savage gnildings of hell. 

Scatter the blossoms on the graves of the living 
~ 

l s the gospel of love 1 would preach. 

Don't wait to give them by hopelessly grieving 

When tiowers of love stand thick on the beach. 

What is the value of a goodly deed 

Unless it b-elp some one yet living, 
• 

For when we die we escape all need 

And are dumb unto gifts and grieving. 

I 

So let's gather flowers for souls not fled, 

Whose bodies a.re toiling along the way. 

The only way we can garland the dead 

Is to cover the living with flowers today. 

, 
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$poUs tbe Home. 

On the 22nd duy of last May the Stamford News •contain

ect an art!cle entitled "Socialism." It was evidently intended 

as an attack upon the ~ocialist party, unt in reality it was only 

a feint agair.st wh·1t the writer snpposed to be Socialism. On 

the pernsal of this Article I could not 'help hut be struck with 

tbe profound \'alor with which it's writer displays his ignor

ranee of economic conditions anti of the Soda.list philosophy, 

the absurdit.y of which is only e~celled by this same writer's 

opinion of what it takes to make a Christian civilization, and 

of what rights we shoufd term !l's Sacred, to one inclined to a 

/ilarcastic view of things. This ultimatum of the News migln 

be compared to th(1 goose cackle that saved the city of Home 

vVe not only find the writer of this crucifiction of ~ocialism 
com plaining that we attack the fundamental princiµles of his 

Christian civilization butalso that westrike11this sacredriirhts 

of property and that the distinction of the sex \viii be lost an ct 

the home destroyed, 11.nd after a '~lose summing up of this So

cialist Waterloo, -.ve find the total of its 11rgument to be, that 

in any community whe1·e Socialism sball prosper to any great 

extent, its baleful effects will be such as ~o cause the Social

ists themselves to rise up and suppress it. Now had those 

accusations come from men like Gladsione, Wallace, B uxly 

and others, they would no doubt ha\·e been accompamerl by 

proof sufficieut to have sustained them, ano if not, they would 

have at least had the honor of coming from m~n not inferior 

to the fathers of Socialism. But for such an unknown qunnti-

t.y as the "Starn ford News" to ruffle its feathers 2.nd fly right 

into the teetlJ of the cyclone sitting in judgement on, and 

condemning the ideas of a Marx, an Ingels or a Liebkneck, 
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makes a .picture that is embarrassingly grotesque. Not m the 

hyperb~le of Mark Twain, Dosticks, or e•en the undaunted 

Barron Muncbauson do we .find its equal. l'he News stands 

alone. Now if the Stamford News knows that tlocialism is 

wrong, that knowledge came by a careful investigation. There 

have been certain fact& deduced from the history of our race 

. which prove its immorality and impracticability, and justifies 

thase accusations. We oall on the News to display those 

facts. We are anxious to see thetL t.hat we may arrive at a 

correct conclusion of th~ matter. And if they are not given 

we will be free to conclude that the News has fallen mto a 

a position that neither its intelligence or its reason can de
fend. 

·Now we do not wish ,to be harRh or insulting, but the 

slurs and ridicule to which the Socialists are daily 1mbjected 

are such. as to demand a reply, clothed in a spirit of unmis

takable plainness. We hold no ill will toward anything ex

cept what we oelieve to be erronous ideas, l:l.nd have cited the 

News article merely to show bow little the average mind 

knows of the Socialist sentiment and the significance of the 

movement. We do not wish to personate, and if we did, the 

worst thing we could say of the editor of the News1R that we 

like him very mtfoh and have always found him a kind and 

good man. But as all men in assuming any position concern

ing anything, are apt to get up against things they know noth

ing about., so we feel it ha.s been thus with the News. And 

in order to justify our feelings and maintain our position we 

propose to cite a few facts and make a few comparisons, and 

in doing so, no doubt, we too, will be brought against things 

we know nothing about and will be forced to draw our con

clusions without consultiI;lg some very important .items. 
/ 



Now to the facts: Withm the United States are 16,200,. 

ooo families aud there are 14,000,000 dwelings. , This means 

that nearly 2,000.000 have rio dwelling, no home. But listen! 

Still within the same ·census, the r.et profits made by the 

owners of the great ~acred machines of production was $1,-

800,000 000. This means $1,000 for ench family. Under &o

cialism that one thou!'a11d dollars per ·family would be used 

to l>uild one thousand cottages, and this would hurt the peo

ple who already have homes. · h1 it possiule that a cbristian 

cao not enjoy a warm bed without some poor wretch is shiv

ering on bis door step? Is it poi:1sible that food is never ~o 

sweet. to him as when he knows some one is starving on tbe 

street? nre these the conditions that are essential to chris

tian happiness~ Ag'l.in, out of 14,000,000 d w ellingt•, 8 .000,000 

families live in rented houst>s, nnd 2,000,000 in houses th.1.t are 

mortga~ed Would you call a rented or mortgag·ed houtie a 

home? I thinki not, yet it is the ouly kind that 12,000,000 

families- 60,000,000 pt•rsons, know. So 11fter one hundred 

yl'.ars of stupeudous prosperity, we find that 75 ptir cent of 

the popula tion are \i ving m rented or mortgaged homes, and 

are ready to t.hauk God that we are no · more prosperous than 

wha.t we are. These are some of the abominaule fruits of 
\ 

capitalism, the great home-destroyer. And this infemal sys-

tem is the one' that the News sees fit to uphold. This old 

emaciated, mortgaged, shackeled home, the one that trembles 

lest Socialism destroy. These are the malicious principles 

that it 1'ees fit to clot.be in the garb of sacred rights, and com

plain that we attack them. 

Socialists are opposed to the profit system. They are op

posed. to .that syatem which robs, 1 he producer of fi vc-sixths 

of his product. And they propose to maintain their position 
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with facts and figures, and not by a catalogue of accusations 

or pucilauimous assertions. Jf our con~ervative friends wish 

to attack Socialism, why do they not take our platform, siugle 

out just one item and show where it is wrong, aL1cI why ~ o

cialism is a menace to society. If such is the case they shirk 

their duty in not discloi,ing it to the pubhc. 

The Newi'I speaks of Christian coun .ries an1J the pri11ciples 

that have governed in those countries. If by the term Chris

tian countries, it means thb constant Cttre of everJ man, wo

wa.u and child, bow they rnay best servti each other, and 

do each other the lea~t pO!J!.iible iuj n.l'y, we might loc~te one 

of the greatest chris:ian countries in the north of· British 

America amoug the Eskimo. llut if ic means· a country where 

the coustant care of every man is how be may best injure liis 

fellow mau and escape the peniteutiary, it means !lo countr9 

where negroes and hobos can vote an.d women ·can not, and 

where preachers and pro11titutes do IJutiinesti without license-

where we have a mau iu congress with three wives and a. 

tb,rnsand in the penitentiary for having two wives. It means 

a coun'try' where congressmen get drunk anrt engage in mus

cular· iuterview. Where senators punch each others faces 

and where the school children tell more hes on an average 

than a Hiadoo or Buddist. If it mflans a country that sends its 

mil!!sionaries to a foreign country along with a <,argo of uad 

whiskey, and makes long gnus and !Jig ships for ·the ' purpose 

or acquiring a market for its exploited product.ii, then ofcourse 

the beatheu Eskimo a.re not iu it, and it will probab~y require 

some time yet to pervert their minds and make "them into a 

thoroughly christian civilization- a civilization in which they 

may feel the m.oral !nfiuence of polygamy and the divorce 

la.ws,_ and learn 40,000 new curse words and pl'ayers, as well as 
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how to adjust their virtues to the dollar mark and receive 

their convictions along -.vith their salaries. 

No, the tra~cers of Socialism are continually branding 

it as anarchy and infidelity, and saying that it will destroy the 

home. This howl of the 8tamford News is no new thing. It's 

a piece of the sime old rot that has gone the rounds in Eu

rope. It has merely beell dressed up ill a . new robe, but it is 

a corpse just the same. 

Now it is the first element of li(e, the inherent desire of 

every man. woman and little child to have a home. An.d would 

they if they had the opportunity deny themselves of the 

blessings of a home! I think not. And Socialism, by pro

tecting every worker in bis inalienable rights to th~ full prod

uct of bis toil, would provide a means whereby every father 

and husband would be enabled to provide a home for his fami

ly. If to believe that men may live and should live by the 

sweat ·of their brow, aou their willinizness to render unto so-
1 

ciety good, useful; creative service, and that this service 

should always be a guarantee to all the pleasures of life. If 

to believe that a man who renaers society no benefit. is enti

tle<! to no benefit from society- if to believe such things ns 

these are bfasphemy- then I am a blasphemer. 

-----····/ 
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• 



receive 

branding 
troy the 
g. It's 

sin Eu. 
but it is 

aesire of 
d woul<t 

of the 

y father 

iis fami-

by the 
mto so

service 
life. If 
is enti

ing& ns 

\ 

25 

ttbe JSugles' 1Rew Song. 
How little does it wreck with me 

That the bugles trill of victory
Victory gained through blood and strife, 

Since in their jubilant sound 
So many borrows abound 

That 'banish love from life! 

If the nation to arms should. call, 
To please a despots whim, must I fal), 

Or struggle in the blood and dust 
Unto deeds that are profane 
.l!'or interests that exist in shame 

Am I to follow the bands of lust? 

Must we banish ·freedoms' sweet dreams 
Forever from tbe sunny Philippines 

And give 10stead cbams and slavery 
Because our comrades one and all 
Have ru$hed forth at the bugles call 

Dupes to political tricks and knavery? 

1.from brave Cubas' flower-spangled land 
To South Africa and eveu far off Japan 

Tramp the mighty legends of death 
And even the pretended Christian world 
The mfssiles of hell are eager to hurl 

That not a vestnge of love be left. 
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O ! hasten the day when I shall hear 

No longer the clash of sword and spear 

But with olive garlands adorn my shield 

Hon ors tbat come through pain and t>lood 

.t\ ud bathe the world i~ u crimson flood 

Are not the charms to which I yield. 

Let's make our motto forever to-be 
• 

That love alone can make men free 

And bless the world with a nobler life, 

For surel.v the works of hell will ever prevail 

·And the deedR of lo•e always fail 

W bile we feed the fires of strife. 

So let our battle hgs be furle<I 

That love and lllercy may rule thti wox.Jd 

And th" hearts of men be one together 

That the bugles of peace ma.v sweetly trill

To God all praise, to man good will, 

And let it last foreve{' and ever. 

Then at last our hearts shall know 

.t\ home where joys unbounded ttow 

Where war's alarms can ne'er assail; 

But where each soul will be tree to bloom 

.i> nd send forth its richest perfum~ 

To temper life's ordurons gale. 
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This my friends is the buglel!l ue\v song 
Which from day to day, swells more fltrong

Forcing the furries of Mars to cease; 
An<l its I catch the gleam of titis urignter day 
The smoke from the vale is lifted away 

And I hale with joy an endless roll of peace. 

ERRATA. 

Profit 1!1 1 and not forfeits. 
Prisons, and not prisoners. 
Helps but tiud, and 11 ot 'but help find.' 
And would this ourt the people who all ready have 
homes, and not 'this would hurt' 
If hy th1t tetm christian countries, it me.ans a country 
where the constant care of every man, woman and 
child is how they may best serve, etc. 
And where it is against the rules for preachers and 
prostitutes to do business whhont license. 



NO. 3 PRICE 5 CENTS 1904 

THE 

SOCIALIST PARTY 
AND THE 

WORKING CLASS 

ey EUGENE V. DEBS 
OF INDl.aNA 

CANDIDATE OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY FOR 
PRESIDENT 

NOTE:-ln New York and W isconsin the Social
ist Party is known officially as the Social Demo
cratic Partyt and in Minnesota as the Public 
Ownership Party. 

PUBLISHED BY THE NATIONAL COM· 
MITTEE 0 F THE SOCIALIST PARTY 



UNIFORM WITH THIS BOOKLET 

NO. 1 

·What Workingmen's Votes 
Can Do· 

B Y BEN . HANFORD 

V ICE- PRES IDENTIAL CANDIDATE OF 

THE SOCIALIST PARTY 

N0.2 

Speeches of Acceptance 
BY 

DEBS AND HANFORD 

S ixteen Pazes Each. 
Five Cents A Copy. 
100 Coples for $ 1.50 
1,000 Coples for $8.oo 

Prepaid. 

Order from and remit to 

W ILLIAM MAILL Y, National S ecretary 

269 Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill . 

The So 
v 

• 
Ope 

EUG 
candidate fo 

Indiani 

Mr. Chairma 

There has 
nation, a rE 
society has 
slaves, and · 
today, the f , 

Wage-labo 
fact. 

·The twent; 
United State 
century slav< 

This is th 

And the Ii 
The most 

the labor m· 
presses the 

They who 
market are 
traffic in th 
man beings. 

The labor 
civilized soc 
out this con 
manhood ar 
this sale of 



DO KLET 

Votes 

D 

.TE OF 

ta nee 
RD 

Secretary 

>, Ill. 

The Socialist Party and the 
- Working Class 

• 
Opening address delivered by 

EUGENE V . DEBS 
...,:.;;i:a 

candidate for President of the Socialist Party, 

Indianapolis, Ind., September 1, 1904. 

Mr. Chairman, Citizens and Comrades: 

There has never been a free people, a civilized 

nation, a real republic on this earth. Human 

society has always consisted of masters and 

slaves, and the slaves have always been and are 

today, the foundation stones of the social fabric. 

Wage-labor is but a name; wage-slavery is the 

fact. 
· The twenty-five millions of wage-workers in the 

United States are twenty-five millions of twentieth 

century slaves. 
This is the plain meaning of what is known as 

THE LABOR MARKET. 

And the labor market follows the capitalist flag. 

The most barbarous fa~t in all Christendom is 

the labor market. The mere term sufficiently ex

presses the animalism of commercial civilization. 

They who buy and they who sell in the labor 

market are alike dehumanized by the inhuman 

traffic in the ~rains and blood and bones of ' bu· 

man beings. 
The labor market is the foundation of so-called 

civilized society. Without these shambles, with

out this commerce in human life, this sacrifice of 

manhood and womanhood, this barter of babes, 

this sale of souls, the capitalist civilizations of all 

3 



lands and all climes would crumble to ruin and 
porish from the earth. 

Twenty-five millions of wage-slaves are bought 
and sold daily at prevailing prices in the Ameri-
can Labor Market. · 

This is the 

PARAMOUNT ISSUE 

in the present national campaign. 
Let me say at the very threshold of this discus

sion that the workers have but the one issue in 
this campaign, the overthrow of the capitalist 
system ana the emancipation of the working class 
from wage-slavery. 

The capitalists may have the tariff, :finance, 
imperialism and other dust-covered and moth
ea ten issues entirely to themselves. 

The rattle of these relics no longer deceives 
· workingmen whose beads are on their own shoul

ders. 
They know by experience and observation that 

the gold standard, free silver, :fiat money, pro
tective tariff, free trade, imperialism and anti· 
imperialism all mean capitalist rule and wage· 
slavery. 

Their eyes are open and they cau see ; their 
brains are in operation and they can think. 

The very moment a workingman begins to do 
bis own thinking be understands the paramount 
issue, parts company with t he capitalist politician 
and falls in line with his own class on the political 
battlefield. 

The political solidarity of the working class 
means the death of despotism, the birth of free

c1om, the sunrise of civilization. 
Having said -this much by way of introduction 

I will now enter upon the actualities of my 

theme. 
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THE CLASS STRUGGLE. 

We are entering tonight upon a momentous 
campaign. The struggle for political supremacy 
is not between political parties merely, as appears 
upon the surface, but at bottom it is a life and 
death struggle between two hostile economic 
classes, the one the capitalist and the other the 
working class. 

The capitalist class is represented by the Re
publican, Democratic, Populist and Prohibition 
parties, all of which stand for private ownership 
of the means of production and the triumph of 
any one of which will mean continued wage
slavery to the working class. 

As the Populist and Prohibition sections of the 
capitalist party represent minority elements which 
propose to reform the capitalist system without 
disturbing wage-slavery, a vain and impossible 
task, they will be omitted from this discussion 
with all the credit due the rank and file for their 
good intentions. 

The Republican and Democratic parties, or, to 
be more exact, the Republican-Democratic party, 
represents the capitalist class in the class strug
gle. They are the political wings of the capitalist 
system and such differences as arise between them 
relate to spoils and not to principles. · 

With either of these parties in power one thing 
ill always certain and that is that the capitalist 
class are in the saddle and the working class 
under the saddle. 

Under the administration of both these parties 
the means of production are private property, 
production is carried forward for capitalist profit 
purely, markets are glutted and industry para
lyzed, workingmen become tramps and criminals, 
while injunctions, soldiers and riot guns are 
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brought into action to preserve "la~ and order" 

in the chaotic carnival of capitalistic anarchy. 

Deny it as may the cunning capitalists who are 

clear-sighted enough to perceive it, or ignore it 

as may the torpid workers who are too blind and 

unthinking to see it, the struggle in which we are 

engaged today is a class struggle, and as the toil

ing millions come to see and understand it and 

rally to the political standard of their class, they 

will drive all capitalist parties of whatever name 

into the same party, and the class struggle will 

then be so cJearly revealed that the hosts of labor 

will find their true place in the conflict an!l strike 

the united and decisive blow that wiU destroy 

slavery and achieve their full and :final emanci· 

pa ti on. 
In this struggle the workingmen and women and 

children are represented by the Socialist party 

and it is my privilege to address you in the name 

of tha.t revolutionary and uncompromising party 

of the working class. 

ATTITUDE OF THE WORKERS. 

What shall be the attitude of the workers of 

the United States in the present campaignf What 

part shall they take in itt What party and what 

principles shall they support by their ballots 7 

And whyt· 
These are questions the importance of which 

is not sufficiently recognized by workingmen or 

they would not be the prey of parasites and the 

servile tools of scheming politicians who use them 

only at election time to renew their master's 

lease of power and perpetuate their own ignor

ance, poverty and shame. 
In answering these questions I propose to be as 

frank and candid as plain-meaning words wiU 

allow, for I have but one object in this discussion 

6 

and that objec 
I shall state 
alone. 

But I shall 
has my allegi 
Socialist partJ 
the party of 
and women w 
compromise w 
votes that car 
any false pret 

The Sociali 
proletarian pr 
forces of ind 
of the workin. 

The Socialii 
no offices. N 
or cigars. E 

i!I the volunt 
• sympathizers 

ti on. 
What other 
Ignorance~ 

success. The 
and use thei: 
from seeing t 

Intellectual 
slavery. 

Capitalist 
The Sociali 

and Light. 
Capitalist : 

the workers 1 

The Social 
living issue: 

Death to V 
When indu 



:i.w and order" 
tic anarchy. 
talists who are 
t, or ignore it 
' too blind and 
n which we are 
ind as the toil
erstand it and 
heir class, they 
whatever name 
s struggle will 
hosts of labor 

filct an~ strike 
t will destroy 
I :final emanci-

ind women and 
3ocialist party 
)U in the name 
romising party 

l:RS. 

;he workers of 
npaign t What 
>arty and what 
their ballots f 

ance of which 
r orkingmen or 
:asites and the 

who use them 
their master's 
~ir own ignor-

:opose to be as 
ng words will 
this discussion 

and that object is not office, but the truth, ud 
I shall state it as I see it if I have to stand 
alone. 

But I shall not stand alone for the party that 
has my allegiance and may have my life, the 
Socialist party, the party of the working class, 
the party of emancipation, is made up of men 
and women who know their rights and-scom to 
compromise with their oppressors; who want no 
votes that can be bought and no support under 
any false pretense whatsoever. 

The Socialist party stands squarely upon its 
proletarian principles and relies wholly upon the 
forces of industrial progress and the education 
of the working class. 

The Socialist party buys no votes and promisea 
no offices. Not a farthing is spent for ·whiskey 
or cigars. Every penny in the campaign fund 
i!I the voluntary offering of workers and their 
sympathizers and every penny is used for educa-

• tion. . 

What other parties can say the samef 
Ignorance alone stands in the way of Socialist 

success. The capitalist parties understand this 
and use their resources to prevent the workers 
from seeing the light. ! 

Intellectual darkness is essential to industrial 
slavery. 

Capitalist parties stand for Slavery and Night. 
The Socialist party is the herald of Freedom 

and Light. 
Capitalist parties cunningly contrive to divide 

the workers upon dead issues. 
The Socialist party is uniting them upon the 

Ii ving issue : 
Death to Wage Slavery! 
When industrial slavery is as dead as the issues 
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of the Siamese capitalist parties the Socialist 
party will have fulfilled its mission and enriche<l 
h.istory. 

And now to our questions : 
First, every workingman and woman owe it to 

themselves, their class and their country to take 
an active and intelligent interest in political 
affairs. 

THE BALLOT. 

The ballot of united labor expresses the people's 
will and the people's will is the supreme law of 
a free nation. 

The ballot means that labor ·is no longer dumb, 
that at last it has a voiee, that it may be heard 
and if united must be heeded. 

Centuries of struggle and sacrifice were re· 
quired to wrest this symbol of freedom from the 
mailed clutch of tyranny and . place it in the 
hand of labor as the shield and lance of attack 
and defense. 

The abuse and not the use of it is responsible • 
for its evils. 

The divided vote of labor is the abuse of the 
ballot and the penalty is slavery and death. 

The united vote of those who toil and have not 
will vanquish those who ha,ve and toil not and 
solve forever the problem of democracy. 

THE HISTORIC STRUGGLE OF CLASSES, 

· Since the race was. young there have been class 
struggles. In every state of society, ancient and 
modern, labor has been exploited, degraded and 
in subjection. 

Civilization hi;ts done little for labor except to 
modify the forms of its exploitation. 

Labor has always been the mudsill of the social 
fabric-is so now and will be until the class 
struggle ends in class extinction and free society . . 

• 
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Society ha~ always been and is now built upon 
exploitation-the exploitation of a class-the 
working class, whether slaves, serfs or wage
laborers, and the exploited working class in sub
jection have always been, instinctively or con
sciously, in revolt against their oppressors. 

Through all the centuries the enslaved toilers 
have moved slowly but surely toward their final 
freedom. 

The call of the Socialist party is to the ex
ploited class, the workers in all useful trades and 
professions, all honest occupations, from the most 
menial service to the highest skill, to rally be
neath their own standard· and put an end to tho 
last of the barbarous class struggles by conquer· 
ing the capitalist government, taking possession 
of the means of production and making them the 
common property of all, alJolisbing wage-slavery 
and establishing the co-operative commonwealth. 

The first step in this direction is to sever all 
relations with 

CAPITALIST PARTIES. 

They are precisely alike and I challenge their 
most discriminating partisans to tell them apart 
in relation to labor. 

The Republican and Democratic parties are 
alike capitalist parties-differing only in bei~ 
committed to different sets of capitalist interests 
-they have the same principles under varying 
colors, are equally corrupt and are one in their 
subse.rvience to capital and their hostility to labor. 

The ignorant workingman who supports either 
of these parties forges his own fetters and is the 
unconscious author ef bis own misery. He can 
and must be made to see and think and act with 
bis fellows in supporting the party of bis class 
and this work of education is the crowning virtue 
of the socialist movement. 
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THE REPUBLICAN PARTY. 

Let us briefly consider the Republican party 

from the worker's standpoint. It is capitalist to 

the core. It has not and can not have the slight

ellt interest in labor except to exploit it. 

Why should a workingman support the Repub

lican partyf 
Why should a millionaire support the Socialist 

partyf 
For precisely the same reason that all the mil

lionaires are opposed to the Socialist party, all 

the workers should be opposed to the Republican 

party. It is a capita.list party, is loyal to capital

ist interests and entitled to the support of ca.pi

ta.list voters on election day. 

All it has for workingmen is its 11 glorious 

past'' and a ''glad hand'' when it wants their 

votes. 

The Republican party is now and has been for 

several years, in complete control of government. 

What has it done for !abort What has it not 

done for capita.If 

Not one of the crying abuses of' capital has 

been curbed under Republican rule. 

Not one of the petitions of labor has been 

granted. 
The eight hour and anti-injunction bills, upon 

which organized labor is a unit, were again ruth

lessly slain by the last congress in obedience to 

the capitalist masters. 
David M. Parry has greater influence at Wash

ington than all the millions of organized workers. 

Read the national platform of the Republican 

party and see if there is in all its bombast a 

crumb of comfort . for labor. The· convention that 

adopted ~t was a capitalist convention and the 
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only thought it had of labor was how to abstract 
its vote without waking it up. 

In the only reference it made to lab~r it had 
t1> speak easy so as to avoid offense to the capital
ists who own it and furnish the boodle to keep 
it in power. 

The labor platforms of the Republican and 
Democratic parties are interchangeable and non
redeemable. They both favor ''justice to capital 
and justice to labor.'' This hoary old platitude 
is worse than meaningless. It is false and mis
leading and so intended. Justice to labor means 
that labor shall have what it produces. This 
leaves nothing for capital. 

Justice to labor means the end of capital. 
The old parties intend nothing of the kind. It 

is false pretense and false promise. It has served 
well in the past. Will it continue to catch the 
votes of unthinking and deluded workers! 

What workingmen had part in the Republican 
national convention or wtlre honored by itf 

The grand coliseum swarmed with trust mag
nates, corporation barons, money lords, stock 
gamblers, professional politicians, lawyers, lobby
ists and other plutocratic tools and mercenaries, 
but there was no room for the horny-handed and 
horny-headed sons of toil. They built it, but 
were not in it. 

Compare that convention with the convention 
of the Socialist party, composed almost wholly 
of working men and women and controlled wholly 
in the interest of their class. 

THE REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES. 

But a party is still better known by its chosen 
representatives than by its platform declarations. 

Who are the nominees of the Republican party 
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for the highest offices in the gift of the nation 
and what is their relation to the working class7 

First of all, Theodore Roosevelt and Charles 
W. Fairbanks, candidates for President and Vice
President, respectively, deny the class struggle 
and this almost infallibly fuces their status as 
friends of capital and enemies of labor. They 
insist that they can serve both; but the fact is 
obvious that only one can be served and that one 
at the expense of the other. Mr. Roosevelt's 
whole political career proves it. 

The capitalists made no mistake in nominating 
Mr. Roosevelt. They know him well and he has 
served them well. They know that his instincts, 
associations, tastes and desires are with them, 
that he is in fact one of them and that he has 
nothing in common with the working class. 

'£he only evidence to the contrary is his mem
bership in the Brotherhood of Locomotive Fire
men which seems to have come to him co-incident 
with his ambition to succeed himself in the presi
dential chair. He is a full fledged member of 
the union, has the grip, signs and passwords, 
but it is not reported that he is attending meet· 
ings, doing picket duty, supporting strikes and 
boycotts and performing such other duties as his 
union obligation imposes. 

ROOSEVELT ENDORSED CLEVELAND. 

When Ex-President Grover Cleveland violated 
the constitution and outraged justice by seizing 
the state of Illinois by the throat and handcuffing 
her civil administration at the behest of the crime
stained trusts and corporations, Theodore Roose· 
velt was among his most ardent admirers and 
enthusiastic supporters. He wrote in hearty com· 
mendation .of the atrocious act, pronounced it 
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most exalted patriotism and said he would have 
done the same himself had he been president. 

.And so he would and so he will! 
How impressive to see the Rough Rider embrace 

the Smooth Statesman! Oyster Bay and Buz
zards' Bay I " Two souls with but a single 
thought, two hearts that beat as one. '' 

There is also the highest authority for the state
ment charging Mr. Roosevelt with declaring about 
the same time he was lauding Cleveland that if 
he was in command he would have such as Alt
geld, Debs and other traitors lined up against a 
dead wall and shot into corpses. The brutal 
r emark was not for publication but found its way 
into print and Mr. Roosevelt, after he became a 
candidate, attempted to make denial, but the dis
tinguished edi.tor who heard him say it pinned 
him fast, and the slight doubt that remained was 
dispelled by the words themselves which sound 
like Roosevelt and bear the impress of his war
like visage. 

Following the Pullman strike in 1894 there was 
an indignant and emphatic popular protest against 
''government by injunction,'' which has not yet 
by any means subsided. 

Organized labor was, and is, a unit against 
this insidious form of judicial usurpation as a 
means of abrogating constitutional restraints of 
despotic power. 

ROOSEVELT UPHOLDS ' 1 GOVERNMENT BY INJUNC

TION.'' 

Mr. Roosevelt with his usual zeal to serve the 
ruling class and keep their protesting slaves in 
subjection, vaulted into the arena and launched 
his vitriolic tirade upon the mob that dared 
oppose the divine decree of a corporation judge. 

''Men who object to what they style 'govern-
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ment by injunction','' said he, ''are, as regards 
the essential principles of government, in hearty 
sympathy with their remote skin-clad ancestors, 
who lived in caves, fought one another with stone
headed axes and ate the mammoth and woolly 
rhinoceros. They are dangerous whenever there 
is the least danger of their making the principles 
of this ages-buried past living factors in our 
present life. They are not in sympathy with men 
of good minds and good civic morality." 

In direct terms and plain words Mr. Roosevelt 
denounces all those who oppose ''Government by 
Injunction'' as cannibals, barbarians and anar
chists, and this violent and sweeping stigma em
braces the whole organized movement of labor, 

·every man, woman and child that wears the badge 
of union labor in the United States. 

It is not strange in the light of these facts that 
the national congress, under President Roosevelt's 
administration, suppresses . anti-injunction and 
eight-hour bills and all other measures favored 
by labor and resisted by capital 

No stronger or more convincing proof is re
quired of Mr. Roosevelt's allegiance to capital 
and opposition to labor, nor of the class struggle 
and class rule which he so vehemently denies; 
and the workingman who in the face of these 
words and acts, can still support Mr. Roosevelt 
must feel himself flattered in being publicly pro
claimed a barbarian, and sheer gratitude, doubt
less, impels him to crown his benefactor with the 
highest honors of the land. 
If the working class are barbarians, according 

to Mr. Roosevelt, this may account for his esteem
ing himself as having the very qualities necessary 
to make himself Chief of the Tribe. 

But it must be noted that Mr. Roosevelt de-
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Roosevelt de-

nounced organized labor as savages long before 

he was a candidate for president. After he be

came a candidate he joined the tribe and is today, 

himself, according to his own dictum, a barbarian 

and the enemy of civic morality. 

The labor union to which President Roosevelt 

belongs and whi'ch he is solemnly obligated to 

support, is unanimously opposed to ''Government 

by Injunction.'' President Roosevelt knew it 

when he joined it and he also knew that those 

who oppose injunction rule have the instincts of 

cannibals and are a menace to morality, but his 

proud nature succumbed to political ambition, and 

his ethical ideals vanished as he struck the trail 

that led to the tribe and, after a most dramatic 

scene and impressive ceremony, was decorated 

with the honorary badge of international bar

barism. 
How Theodore Roosevelt, the trade-unionist, 

can support the presidential candidate who de

nounced him as an immoral and dangerous bar

barian he may decide at his leisure, and so may 

all other union men in the United States who are 

branded with the same vulgar stigma, and their 

ballots will determine if they have the manhood 

to resent insult and rebuke its author, or if they 

have been :fitly characterized and deserve humilia

tion and contempt. 

STRIKE BREAKERS IN ROOSEVELT 's CABINET. 

The appointment of Judge Taft to a cabinet 

position is corroborative evidence, _if any be re

quired, of President Roosevelt's fervent faith in 

Government by Injunction. Judge Taft first came 

into national notoriety when, some years ago, sit

ting with Judge Ricks, who was later tried for 

malfeasance, he issued the celebrated injunction 

during the Toledo, Ann Arbor and North Michi-
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gan railroad strike that paralyzed the Brother
hoods of Locomotive Engineers and Firemen and 
won for him the gratitude and esteem of every 
corporation in the land. He was hauled to To
ledo, the l1eadquarters of the railroad, in a special 
car, pulled by a special engine, on special time, 
and after hastily consulting the railroad magnates 
and receiving instructions, he let go the judicial 
lightning that ·shivered the unions to splinters a~d 
ended the strike in total defeat. Judge Taft is 
a special favorite with the trust barons and his 
elevation to the cabinet was ratified with joy 
at the court of St. Plute. 

Still again did President Roosevelt drive home 
his arch-enmity to Jaber and his implacable hos
tility to the trade-union movement when he made 
Paul Morton, the notorious union hater and union 
wrecker, his secretary of the navy. That appoint
ment was an open insult to every trade unionist 
in the country and they who lack the self-respect 
to resent it at the polls may wear the badge, but 
they are lacking wholly in the spirit and prin
ciples of union labor. 

Go ask the brotherhood men who were driven 
· from tho C. B. & Q. and the striking union ma

chinists on the Santa Fe to give you the pedigree 
of Mr. Morton an~ you will learn that his hate 
for union men is equalled only by his love for 
the scabs who take their places. 

Such a man and such another as Sherman Bell, 
the military ferret of the Colorado mine owners, 
are the ideal patriots and personal chums of Mr. 
Roosevelt and by honoring these he dishono1·s 
himself and should be repudiated by the ballot of 

' every working man in the nation. 
Mr. Fairbanks, the Republican candidate for 

. Vice-President, is a corporation attorney of the 
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first class and a plutocrat in good and regular 
standing. He is in every respect a fit and proper 
representative of his party and every millionaire 
in the land may safely support him. 

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY. 

In referring to the Democratic party in this 
discussion we may save time by s imply saying 
that since i t was born again at the St. Louis 
convention it is near enough like its Republican 
ally to pass for a twin brother. 

The former party of the ''common people'' is 
no longer under the boycott of the plutocracy 
since it has adopted the Wall street label and 
renounced its middle class heresies. 

The radical and progressive element of the 
former Democracy have been evicted and must 
seek other· quarters. They were an unmitigat_ed 
nuisance iri the conservative counsels of the 'old 
party. They were for the ''common people'' and 
the trusts have no use for such a party. 

Where but to the Socialist party can these 
progressive people turn~ They are now without 
a party and the only genuine Democratic party 
in the field is the Socialist party and every true 
Democrat ·should thank Wall street for driving 
him out of a party that is democratic in name 
only and into one that is democratic in fact. 

The St. Louis convention was a trust jubilee. 
The Wall street reorganizers made short work 
of tho 'free ail ver element. F rom first to last it 
was a capitalistic convocation. Labor was totally 
ignored. As an incident, two thousand choice 
chairs were reserved for the Business Men 's 
League of. St. Louis, an organization hostile to 
organized labor, but not a chair was tendered to 
those whose labor had built the convention hall, 
had clothed, transported, fed and wined the dele-
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gates and whose votes are counted on as if they 
were so many dumb driven cattle, to pull the 
ticket through in November. 

As another incident, when Lieutenant Rich
mond Hobson dramatically declared that President 
Cleveland had been the only president who had 
ever been patriotic enough to use the federal 
troops to crush union labor, the trust agents, 
lobbyists, tools and clackers screa!'lled with delight 
and the convention shook with applause. 

The platform is precisely the same as the Re
publican platform in relation to labor. It says 
nothing and means the same. A plank was pro
posed condemning the outrages in, Colorado under 
Republican administration, but upon order from 
the Parryites it was promptly thrown aside. 

LABOR LOBBIES THROWN OUT. 

The editor of "American Industries, 1 ' organ 
of the Manufacturers' Association,~ commented at 
length in the issue of July 15th, on the triumph 
of capital and the defeat of labor at both Repub
lican and Democratic national conventions. 
Among other things he said: ''The two labor 
lobbies, partly similar in make-up, were, to put 
it bluntly, thrown out bodily in both places. '' 
And that is the simple fact and is known of all 
men who read the papers. The capitalist organs 
exult because labor, to use their own brutal ex
pression, was kicked bodily out of both the Repub
lican and Democratic national conventions. 

What more than this is needed to open the eyes 
of workingmen to the fact that neither of these 
parties is their party and that they are as strange
ly out of place in them as Rockefeller and Van
derbilt would be in the Socialist partyf 

And how many more times are they to be 
"kicked · out bodily" before they stay out and 
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J 01Il the party of their class in which labor is 
not only honored but is supreme, a party that is 

clean, that has conscience and convictions, a party 

that will one day sweep the old parties from the 
field like chaff and issue the Proclamation of 

Labor's Emancipation f 
Judge Alton B. Parker corresponds precisely to 

the Democratic platform. It was made to order 

for him. His famous telegram in the expiring 
hour removed the last wrinkle and left it a 

perfect fit. 
Tl;lomas W. Lawson, the Boston millionaire, 

charges that Senator Patrick Mccarren, who 

brought out Judge Parker for the nomination, 

is on the pay roll of the Standard Oil Company 
as political master mechanic at twenty thousand 

dollars a year, and that Parker is the chosen tool 

of Standard Oil. Mr. Lawson offers Senator 
McCarren one hundred thousand dollars if he will 

disprove the charge. 

BRYAN COMPROMISES WITH PIRATES. 

William Jennings Bryan denounced Judge 

Parker as a tool of Wall street before he was 

nominated and declared that no self-respecting 

Democrat could vote for him, and after his 

nomination he charged that it had been dictated 

by the trusts and secured by ''crooked and inde

fensible methods." Mr. Bryan also said that 

labor had been betrayed in the convention and 

need look for nothing from the Democratic party. 

He made many other damaging charges against 

his party and its candidates, but when the supreme 

test came he was not equal to it, and instead of 

denouncing the betrayers of the ' ' common peo

ple" and repudiating their made-to-order Wall 

street program, he compromised with the pirates 

that scuttled his ship and promised with his lips 
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the support his heart refused and his conscience 

condemned. 

The Democratic nominee for President was one 

of the Supreme judges of the State of New York 

who declared th'e eight hour law unconstitutional 

and this is an index of his. political character. 

In his address accepting the nomination he 

makes but a single allusion to labor and in this 

he takes occasion to say that labor is charged 

with having recently used dynamite in destroying 

property and that the perpetrators ~hould be sub· 

jected to "the most rigo1·ous punishment known 

to the law." This cruel intimation amounts to 

conviction in advance of trial and indicates 

clearly the trend of his capitalistically trained 

judicial mind. He made no such reference to 

capital, nor to those ermined rascals who use 

judicial dynamite in blowing up ·the constitution 

while labor is looted and sta!ved by capitalistic 

freebooters who trample all law in the mire and 

leer and mock at their despoiled and helpless 

victims. 

DAVIS MATCIIES FAIRBANKS. 

It is hardly necessary to make more than pass· 

ing reference to Henry G. Davis, Democratic can· 

didate for Vice-President. He is a coal baron, 

railroad owner and, of course, an enemy to union 

labor. He has amassed a great fortune exploiting 

his wage-slaves and has always strenuously re· 

sisted every attempt to organize them for the 

betterment of their condition. Mr. Davis is a 

sta~nch believer in the virtue of the injunctio:ri. 

as applied to union labor. As a young man he 

was .in charge of a slave plantation and his con· 

viction is that wage-slaves should be kept free 

from the contaminating influence of the labor 

~ 

agitator and 

master. 

i\fr. Davis i 

as is Senator 

party and w 
in making th 

of plutocrats 
ingman will 
both and ca1 
working clas 
voted to lab 
capital. 

In what h 
tried to sho 
by t?e comn 
men, and I 
that such we 
consciously 1 

class. They 
of labor a1 
crimes thus 
and sooner 
consequences 

The Socia 
tend to be, 
nor does it 
class. Sucb 
seeing · the 
system and 
Socialist pa 
middle clas: 
class party, 
capitalism c 
of governm 
take possess 



is conscience 

lent was one 

if New York 

:onstitutional 
character. 
0mination he 
· and in this 
r is charged 
in destroying 
iould be sub· 
Jment known 
1 amounts to 
;nd indicates 
cally trained 
reference to 

:als who use 
~ constitution 
y capitalistic 
the mire and 
and helpless 

:s. 

•re than pass· 
:mocratic can· 
;i. coal baron, 
1emy to union 
ine exploiting 
:renuously re
them for the 
.. Davis is a 
;he injunctio~ 
·oung man he 
1 and his con
be kept free 
of the labor 

agitator and render cheerful obedience to their 

master. 

Mr. Davis is as well qualified to serve his party 

as is Senator Fairbanks to serve the Republican 

party and wage-workers should have no trouble 

in making their choice between this precious pair 

of plutocrats, and certainly no intelligent work· 

ingman will hesitate an instant to discard them 

both and cast his vote for Ben Hanford, their 

working class competitor, who is as loyally de· 

voted to labor as Fairbanks and Davis are to 

capital. 
THE SOCIALIST PARTY. 

In what has been said of other parties I have 

tried to show why they should not be supported 

by the common peopie, least of all by working· 

men,· and I think I have shown clearly enough 

that such workers as do support them are guilty, 

consciously or unconsciously, of treason to their 

class. They are voting into power the enemies 

of labor and are morally responsible for the 

crimes thus perpetrated upon their fellow-workers 

and sooner or later they will have to suffer the 

consequences of their miserable acts. 

The Socialist party is not, and does not pre· 

tend to be, a capitalist party. It does not ask, 

nor does it expect the votes of the capitalist 

class. Such capitalists as do support it do so 

seeing · the approaching doom of the capitalist 

system and with a full understandi~g that the 

Socialist party is not a capitalist party, nor a 

middle class party, but a revolutionary working 

class party, whose historic mission it is to conquer 

capitalism on the political battlefield, take control 

of government and through the public powers 

take possession of the means of wealth production; j 



abolish wage-slavery and emancipate all workers 

and all humanity. 
The people are as capable of achieving their 

industrial freedom as they were to secure their 

political liberty and both are necessary to a free 

nation. 

CAPITALIST SYSTEM OUTGROWS PROGRESS. 

The capitalist system is no longer adapted to 

the needs of modern society. It is outgrown and 

fetters the forces of progress. Industrial and 

commercial competition are largely of the past. 

The handwriting blazes on the wall. Centraliza

tion and combination are the modern forces in 

industrial and commercial life. Competition is 

breaking down and co-operation is supplanting it. 

The hand tool11 of early times are used no more. 

Mammoth machines have taken their places. A 

few thousand capitahsts own them and many 

millions of workingmen use them. 

All the wealth the vast army of labor produces 

above its subsistence is taken by the machine 

owning capitalists, who also own the land and the 

mills, the factories, railroads and mines, the for

ests and fields and all other means of production 

and transportation. 
Hence wealth and poverty, millionaires and 

beggars, castles and caves, luxury and squalor, 

painted parasites on the boulevard and painted 

poverty among the red lights. 
Hence strikes, boycotts, riots, murder, suicide, 

insanity, prostitution on a fearful and increasing

scale. 
The capitalist parties can do nothing. They 

are a part, an iniquitous part of the foul and 

decaying system. 
There is no remedy for the ravages of death. 

Capitalism is dying and its extremities are 
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already decomposing. The blotches upon the sur· 
face show that the blood no longer circulates. 
The time is near when the cadaver will have to be 
removed and the atmosphere purified. 

In contrast with the Republican and Democratic 
conventions, where politicians were the puppets 
of plutocrats, the convention of the Socialist party 
consisted of working men and women fresh from 
their labors, strong, cl~an, wholesome, self-reliant, 
ready to do and dare for the cause of labor, the 
cause of humanity. 

Proud indeed am I to have been chosext by such 
a body of men and women to bear aloft the pro· 
letarian standard in this campaign, and heartily 
do I endorse the clear and cogent platform of 
the party which appeals with increasing force 
and eloquence to the whole working class of the 
country. 

To my associate upon the national ticket I give 
my band with all my heart. Ben Hanford typifies 
the working class and fitly represents the historic 
mission and revolutionary character of the So· 
cialist party . 

CLOSING WORDS. 

These are stirring days for living men. The 
day of crisis is drawing near and Socialists are 
exerting all their power to prepare the people 
for it. 

The old order of society can survive but little 
longer. Socialism is next in order. The swelling 
minority sounds warning of the impending change. 
Soon that minority will be the majority and then 
will come the co-operative commonwealth. 

Every workingman should rally to the standard 
of his class and hasten the full-orbed day of 
freedom. 

Every pros-re~eive Democrat must :find bis way 

~ 



in our direction and if he will but free himself 
from prejudice and study the principles of Social
ism he will soon be a sturdy supporter of our 
party. 

Every sympathizer with labor, every friend of 
justice, every lover of humanity should support 
the Socialist party as the only party that is organ
ized to abolish industrial slavery, the prolific 
source of the giant evils that affiict the people. 

Who with a heart in his breast can look upon 
Colorado without keenly feeling the cruelties and 
crimes of capitalism! Repression will not help 
her. Brutality will only brutalize her. Private 
ownership and wage-slavery are the curse of Colo
rac1o. Only socialism will save Colorado and the 
nation. 

The overthrow of capitalism is the object of the 
S<;>cia,list . P!:tr~Y- .It will not fuse with any other 
party and it would rather die t han compromise. 

The Socialist party comprehends the magnitude 
of its task and has the patience of preliminary 
defeat and the faith of ultimate victory. 

The working class must be emancipated by the 
working class. 

Woman must be given her true place in society 
by the working class. 

Child labor must be abolished by the working 
class. 

Society must be reconstructed by the working 
class. 

The working class· must be employed by the 
working class. 

The fruits of labor must be enjoyed by the 
working class. 

War, bloody war, must be .ended. by the work
ing class. 

These are the principles and objects of the So-
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cialist party and we fearlessly proclaim them to 
our fellowmen. 

We know our cause is just and that it must 
prevail. 

With faith and hope and courage we hold our 
heads erect and with dauntless spirit marshal th" 
working class for the march from Capi talism t' 
Socialism, from Slavery to Freedom, from Bai 
barism to Civilization. 
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Euge.ne V, Debs 

A Biographical Sketch 

Eugene V. Debs, Socialist Party candidate for 

President, was born in Terre Haute, Ind., in 1855, 

and at the age of 15 years began work as a rail

road employee in the Vandalia railroad car shops. 

Afterwards he worked as fireman 011- a freight 

engine for several years and became a member 

of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen. He 

was made editor of the Brotherhood magazine in 

1877, and three years afterwards he was chosen 

general secretary and treasurer, a position which 

he occupied for thirteen years, resigning in 1893 

to organize the American Railway Union, which 

was intended to unite the railway workers of 

America in one great organization. 

Within a year the Great Northern Railway 

strike was fought and won. Through this con· 

test the wages of thousands of workers from St. 

Paul to the Pacmc coast were saved from reduc

tion and the railway managers awoke to the fact 

that they had a new power to grapple with. 

In May, 1894, the famous Pullman strike oc· 

curred. Unable to effect a: settlement by arbitra· 

tion, the A. R. U. took up the matter in the na· 

tional convention in session at Chicago in June. 

As a result a boycott was declared against the 

Pullman cars. Within a few days the entire rail· 

road system of the country, extending from Chi· 

cago west and south to the Gulf and Pacific coast 

was tied up and the greatest labor war in the 

country's history was on. . 

On July 2, 1894, Judges Woods and Grosscup, 

at Chicago, issued a sweeping ' ' omnibus' ' injunc· 
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tion. Debs and associates were arrested for con
tempt of court, on alleged violation of the injunc
tion. They were tried in September, but Judge 
Woods did not render a verdict until December, 
when he condemned Debs to six months' impris
onment and his associates to three. The case 
was carried to the Supreme Court, which sus
tained the lower court, and in May, 1895, the im
prisonment in Woodstock Jail began. The term 
expired on November 22, 1895, and on the even
ing of that day the prisoner was tendered a re
ception in Chicago, the like of which that city 
had never seen. 

Debs and his associates were also indicted and 
placed on trial for conspiracy, and the trial con
tinued until the evidence of the prosecution had 
all ·been heard, but suddenly when the defense 
began to testify, a juror was taken ill during a 
temporary adjournment and the trial abruptly ter
minated in spite of all efforts of the defendants 
to have it continued. They were anxious to bring 
the General Managers' Association into court 
and show who were the real law-breakers and 
destroyers of property. The trial was never re
sumed, presumably because an acquittal by a jury 
upon substantially the same charge as that upon 
which ·they were imprisoned for contempt would 
have been fatal to Judge Woods. 

On January 1, 1897, Debs issued a circular to 
the members of the A. R. U., entitled ''Present 
Conditions an'd Future Duties,'' in which he re
viewed the political, industrial and economic con
ditions, and came out boldly for Socialism. Among 
other things he said: " The issue is, Socialism vs. 
Capitalism. I am for Socialism because I am for 
humanity. The time has come to regenerate so
ciety-we are on the eve of a universal change. ' ' 

When the A. R. U. met in national convention 



in Chicago, in June, 1897, that body was merged 

into the Social Democracy of America, with Debs 

as chairman of the National Executive Board. 

The following year ( 1898) the Social Democratic 

Party was started as the result of a split in the 

Social Democracy. In 1900 Debs was nominated 

for President as candidate of the Social Demo

cratic Party, which was afterwards merged with 

the larger part of the split Socialist Labor Party 

into what is now the Socialist Party. 
During the past seven years Debs bas devoted 

all his time to lecturing and writing for Social

ism, and has also taken part in some notable 

strikes in the industrial and mining centers of 

the East .and West. • He has visited every state 

during his travels and carried the Socialist mes

sage into more places than probably any other 

man in America. 

.-
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Ben Ha~ford 

A Biographical Sketch 

Ben Hanford of New York, candidate for 
Viee·President on the Socialist Party ticket, has 
long been known as one of the hardest workers 
in the Socialist movement. 

He combines to an exceptional degree the .quali· 
ties of agitator, speaker and writer, and he is 
therefore a fitting companion to the Presidential 
candidate, Eugene V. Debs. 

Hanford has been a Socialist more than ten 
years and a trade unionist for twice that period. 
He wns born in Cleveland, O., 46 years ago, but 
began Ji.fa as a wage worker in a country print
ing office in Iowa. He shortly afterwar ds went 
to Chicago, where he joined the International 
Typographical Union, of which he has been a 
member ever since. He has worked in printing 
offices in every large city east of Missouri. 

Hanford became a Socialist · in Philadelphia, 
and upon removing to New York in 1892 not only·. 
continued bis activity as a trade unionist, but 
threw himself into the Socialist movement with 
all the intensity and earnestness which has al
ways characterized him. 

Although he has never held an office in his 
union, and has never been a candidate for one, 
he has answered to the call of duty for the po
litical working class movement several times. 
In 1898 he was the candidate of the Socialist La
bor Party for governor of New York, but leav
ing that party tbe following yea! because of dis
agreement with its policy, he joined the Social 
Democratic Party (which is the official name of 
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the Socialist Party in New York state), and in 
1900 and 1902 was its candidate· for Governor. 

Hanford 's writings have become deservedly 
popular, his "Railroading in the United States" 
winning distinctioll for its merit and originality. 
His articles in The Worker have attracted wide
spread attention. His portrayal of ''The Jimmie 
Higginses'' appealed to all Socialists and has fur
nished a name now universally used for a type 
of faithful workers in the ranks of the Socialist 
army. 

Two qualities go to make Hanford a convinc
ing and an inspiring speaker-a burning earnest
ness, as evident in his daily private life as in his 
appearance on the platform, and an ability to 
clothe bis tbougl1ts and feelings in the simplest 
and most direct language, so that no hearer can 
fail to understand. 

More than this, he is a workingman, a class
conscious workingman, in every fibre of his being 
-living the life oi the working class, thinking its 
thoughts and instinct_with its feelings, full of its 
growing hope and self-reliance, hating class rule 
with all his soul and despising the sham and 
meanness and cruelty which are necessary to what 
is conventionally called ''success.'' Thus he 
speaks for the working class when he speaks from 
his own experience, and he speaks in the sincere 
and unmistakable language of his class. 
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SIN&LE TAX VS. SOCiilISI. 

tn the first 'place it \l'ould be well to have a 
clear idea. of wbat is meant by Single Tax upon 
the one hand and Socialism upon the other before 
we attempt -to compare them. The single tax 
theory is founded upon what is known as the 
Ricardian law of rent, so named because it was 

• first fol'm\1-111.ted in its present form by Ricardo, a 
London banker who wrote during the first part of 
the last century. Thia law reads as follows: 
"The rent or any piece of land is determined by 
the amoull't which can be produced upon it over 
and above tile amount that can be produced upon 
the poorest piece of land cultivated." 

Thie is generally illustrated as follows: If 
there are three piecl)s of land in the same market 
and the poorest that can be cultivated will pro
duce five bushels of wheat and the next one ten 
and the third fifteen, the rent of the second would 
be five bushels and the last ten. The amount 
produced upon the pook'est one, says the Single 
Taxer, is exactly what labor and capital get in all 
cases. The rest goea to the landlord. · The land
lord thus takes to himself all the advantages com
ing from natural differences in location, character 
of the soil or social improvements. The land: 
lord reduces all to a common level. Furthermore, 
whatever society does accrues. to the benefit of the 
landlord. If a town is formed all the increase 
in value created by the association of great num
bers of people goes to the owners of the soil. If 
a new method of transportation is developed its 
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4 SINGLE TAX VS. SOCIALISM. 

-only effect is to increase the income of the land· 
lord. Hence the statement from wh~ch the Bible 
of Single Tax takes its name. that "Progress and 
Poverty" go hand in hand. 

It is held further, that since rent is thus but 
.a payment for the mere function of ownership it 
could be confiscated by society without injustice. 
It is from the method proposed for such conftsca· 
tion that the theory ta.kes its name. It is pro· 
posed to ~radually shift all taxes on to land and 
then to mcrease them, if necessary, urrtil £hey 
-exactly equal the rent. But since rent is simply 
the measure of the earning power of the land, or 
in other words, since land values are simply capi· 
talized rent, this would mean. the confiscation of 
all land values by the com)llUnity. From this 
proceeding it is claimed that most marvelous re
sults would follow. It is held that 1111 land being 
thus forced upon th"e market at its exact rental 
value, free opportunities WCJ\lld be opened to all 
who wished to take advantage of thein. Capital 
and labor could then unite upon the "free land" 
.and all would be beautiful. 

Having now given a statement ef what is meant 
by Single Tax before we attempt to compare it 
with Socialism, it would be well to give a similar 
:Statement of the main principles of secialism. So· 
·cialism holds thii.t at any time the social institu
tions are determined by the mode in which society 
gets its living-the manner in which goods are 
produced and distributed among members of so· 
-ciety. It maintains that up to and including the 
present time this manner of production has been 
such as to render one class of society a ruling 
class of idlers and the other a subject class of 
producers. This ruling class has determined all 
the institutions of society to suit itself and in its 
i11terests. But in every !ltage of eociety the ma11-
ner of production upon which the whole of soci
-ety rests has been changing, and wtien it reached 
a certajn point it brought a class that had hither-
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to been subject into prominence in the production 
and distribution of goods. This gave them power 
with which to overthrow the ruling class and form 

a new social organization in which they should be 

rulers. In ~ery age of society the most promi
nent feature of the ruling class, and the one upon 

which their power was based, was that they 

ownea the eaaentiat factor in production. In the 
middle ages this was the land. The landlords 
were then mpreme. Because they owned the 

land they owned the laborers who must use the 
land in order to live. It was not at all necessary 
that the landlords use their power as rulers to 

enact 1-islation legally attaching the serf to the 

land. lfEI was just aa firmly secured without any 
sucih legi&lation, because he could not live without 

the use of the land. But about the close 

of the last century another factor in pro
duction attained prominence. Up until this 

time, the tool had been of little importance. Each 

laborer owned his own tools, and if he could but 

get access to -the land could produce. But now, 
with the invention of the power loom, the spinning 

jerrny, the steam engine, etc., it was i·mpossible 

for each laborer to own the tools with which l'ie 

worked. The tool became transformed into the 
great factory, which now became the principal fac

tor in productiou. The men who owned the fac

tories now owned the thing that men must have 
in order to produce and to live. and consequentl. 

they owned the men-the laborers. Because of 

this they were able to overthrow those who owned 
tae now less important factor, the land, and the 

landlord gave way to the capitalist as the ruling 

class. Competition among the capitalists ending 

in combination and monopoly bas divided society 

into two clearly defined classes, of •apitalist and 
laborer, the former ruling because of his owner-

8hip of the essentials of production whieh makes 

the ~aborer his slave. At the beginning of capi· 

talism the most essential function in production. 
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'° was the organization of the new forces. This waa 
l one by the capitalist. But now that thia organi-
0 tion is completed it is handed over to the labor-

rs and the capitalist has no active functions but 
orrfines himself to the passive actioll' of drawing 

.a iyidends because of his ownership. TI¥ laborers 
c~hus became the essential factor in J*oduction. 
I ut when any class occupiea this position it is a 
t ertainty that it "will soon be the dominant class 
pin society. So the socialist now holds that the 
tpext stage of society is to be the rule of the labor· 
.eliog class, in w;hich all hav.i)!g beco_, members 
thlass rule will be abolished. The manner in which 
i~be laborers will secure this vict01'7 :will be 
t,througb their political organiiiilltt•: "into class
d!Qnscious bodies to eapture' the ~ts of govern-

ent, now ill the possession ol ;tile capitalists. 
aving voted tlaemselvea into power they will then 
roceed to make laws in the interest of the pro
ucers instead of the idlers. The flnt Of their acts 
ill be the vesting of the ownership of both the 
nd. and. the tools in all of soc'iety. This will 

orever render economic slavery, ut><>n which all 
thcr forms of slavery are based an iompossi

~ility. Just as ownership of tile land by the land
lord in the middle ages made him fr.ee and all 
,pthers slaves, and just as ownership af the tools 
.to-day makes the capitalist free and all others 
slaves, so ownership of the l«fld and tools by all 
ivill make all free and none alatiea. 

Having now the two philosophies before us we 
Nill proceed to compare them. In the ftrat place 
.t will be noted that, the Single Tax is a scheme 
f".hich it is proposed to ena<.'t upon present society. 
-~~ takes no ~ccount of social evolution and utterly 
ails to recopize that social changes come through 
p-owth and dbt because they are propo!led and 
rvorked out in some man's head. The Single Tax
~rs do not seem to think but what their scheme 
an be applied at one time as well as anotlter. 

ey talk about its being adopted to save trouble 
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when a sooiety ia just organizing upon new land 
and they advocate its acceptall'Ce in the midst of 
the oldest capitalistic societies. The sociaM.st 
<>bserves tllat &ocial stages succeed one another in 
a regular order because one is the absolutely neces
aary preparation for the other. Therefore he 
does not advocate socialism until capitali9ID has 
first come. 

Second, the Single Tax advocates entirely over· 
look the fact of class rule. They utterly fail to 
see that at every social stage all institutions are 
determined by .the ruling class and that to·day 
that class is the capitalist class who have control 
<>f our government, preea, pulpit, platform and 
all modes of social control So the Si~le Taxer 
seeks reform through our present government and 
<>ther social institutions. He asks the capitalist 
government to destroy capitaliam-that 1s sup
-posing that Single Tax would do what they claim 
it would. The result of this in practical tactics 
always maked the Single Taxer appear ridiculous. 
They fuse first with 011e capitalist political party 
and then with another. Old political fakirs stuff 
them on the one side and fool them Qn the other. 
They are continually niade to believe that they are 
much stronger than they really jl.re because they 
always count all the votes polled by the party who 
succeeded in bamboO?.ling them into supporting it 
as being for Single "Tax. When they really suc
ceed in making their fad an "issue," as in Dela
ware and Chicago, they are practically infinitesi
mal. 

Third, they depend wholly upon the power of 
ideas to convince men of the beauties of fheir phi
losophy. Now, history has shrown that social 
changes never come through the spread of ideas, 
but always through changes irr the economic or
ganization of society-through the introduction of 
new methods of getting a liviµg. ChaUel slavery 
was abolished, not because Garrison wrote and 
Wendell Phil.lips preached, but becaus4 wage-slav-
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ery was• made more profitable. Expansion and 
ben~volent assimilation were not underU,.ken be
cause of the lurid speeches over Cuba's woes in the 
halls of congress and the wild appeals to patriot
ism in the public press, but because of tne fact 
which inspired that oratory and paid for those 
effusions-that our capitalist rulers needed new 
markets. Now, there is absolutely nothing in all 
the Single Tax writings that shows any compre· 
hemion of this fact. ~owhere is it even claimed 
that present economic development points toward 
the adoption of the Bingle. Tax. On the contrary, 
their ~ropaganda bas more efreet in undeveloped 
countnes lilte New Zealand than in those further 
advanced fa economic development. They make 
no study of economic phenomena, but simply advo
cate the adoption of their scheme. Like a quack 
doctor, they are little troubled about the diagnosia 
of the disease if the patient will only take their 
;remedy. But the socialist puts little dependence 
upon the spread of ideas. Although be endeavors 
by all possible means to spread the doctrines of SO· 

cialism, he knows full well tliat those doctrines 
will only spread in pr-0portion to economic devel
-0pment. He knows that> their adoption depends 
much less upon the vigor of his agitation than 
upon the ripeness, or rottenness, of capitalism. 
.And above all else, he knows that the logic of 
social evolution is arguing upon his side with all 
the power to convince that facts ever possess. 

In the next place, the Single Taxers entirely ig· 
nore the existence of the class struggle. They 
take no note of the fact that in our present so
ciety one class, and that the ruling one, are in
terested in maintaining conditions as they are at 
present. However much they might possibly be 
benefited as individuals, the capitalist class as a 
class depends upon the continuance of present 
conditions. Now, if the Sin~le Tax is going to 
effect any greAt <>hanj!'e (which I think it wil1 
not), it must destroy this claBB. But history haa 
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;yet to show an instance where a ruling class sur
l'endered a privilege it once possessed. Individu
als may give up advantages, but a whole .::lass 
never. The socialist thel'efore looks to see what 
class interests are in accord with social advance 
and then appeals to that class. In this case he 
sees that the laborers are the greatest sufferers. 
under the present system, that they are the only 
elements out of which a new society can be 
formed, and finally because of their numbers they 
are the ones who control political action and 
througlr w~ aB&istance alone society can be 
saved from its present troubles. Therefore . he 
wastes no time· in appealing to either the ruhng 
eapitalist cla88 or the dying middle class, but 
goea straight to the root of tliings and calls upon 
the workers to unite for their own salvation. Rec
ognizing in production the only right to the 
product, he regards th«: pr~dueers as the on!y per
sons with any 4!conom1c rights to be considered. 
Observing that all progress•in the past has been 
through class struggles and victorie6, be concl_u?es 
that the same will be true to-day. Rerognmng 
that ideas are but the reftections of existing ·con
ditions, he puts himself in accord with the devel
opment of conditions and does not attempt to up
set facts with schemes. 

The Single Taxer, on the contrary, appeals t.o 
the middle aml upper classes to commit s'!icid~. 
shuts his eyes ali!Ce to class struggles and histori
cal lessons and paying no heed to economic de
velopment seeks to upset facts, reverse his~ry 
and overturn conditions to suit his preconceived 
schemes. 

These points may at fil'st seem to be beside the 
question but if studied they will be seen to be 
basic an'd really of far greater importance thal!' 
defects in the plan itse}f. However, I shall n~t 
proceed to review the Smgle Tax theory· and point 
out its defects and contradictions and endeavor to 
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show that even if society could be cut to fit the 

plan it would only be a botch at the most. 
The Single Tax having been created from the 

brain of one man, and he neither a philosopber 

nor a student of social questions, in any deep 

sense, it is badly confused at many points. This 

is so much so that two exactly opposite schools of 

Single Taxers have sprung from the commo11 root 

<>f "Progreas and Poverty." On the one side we 

have the division who talk tloout; "Natural 

Rights," forgetting that the whole theory of nat· 

ural rifhts died abor~ly a(ter the French ~11olu· 

tion. have not the space ]le,re to a~ow tHe !J'ea· 

sons for this atate)Dent in detail, as I have no 

desire to enter into coll'liict; with a mummified 

corpse. I would simply say to those wb,o Are in· 

teres~ed that 110 one who would be in any way 

considered as an authority Qi secial philosophy, 

whether capitalist or socialist, ~as pretended to

make use of the phrase other 'than as an histori· 

cal expression for neai;iy a quarter of a century, 

and that when, a few years ago, ltitchie wrote his 

historical review. of the doctrine of "Natural 

Rights," which, by the way, COJlsfltutes a complete 

refutation of the tbeory of their existence, he 

apologized for ever bringing the subject_.te- the at

tention of the public and never p~esumed to su~ 

pose that anyone of intelligence s~ll considered 1t 

a live subject of discu•jon. l;llis school talks 

aoout "free competitio,11" on the basis of "free 

land" and has a general jargon oorrowed from the 

latter portion of the eighteenth century with 

which they pretend to argue. This branch of the 

Single Taxers are nearer to anarchiem than any 

·Other consistent philosophy, but are too badly 

muddled to be classified. 
The other body, which now ~eems to be in the 

ascendency, has seen the handwriting on the wall 

and claims to lean toward socialism. They have 

• scheme of municipalism and nationalization at• 

·tached to their programme and claim that monop· 
_.,..., .. ·- - - - .__..._.. ..._ ----. 
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olies are of two forms. First and foremost is the 
land, which they give various fanciful title!f such 
as "the mother of all monopolies," the "funda· 
mental trust," etc.; and second, those monopo
lies resting upon "legal institutions." Hence they 
hold that if you will but "free the land" by Single 
Tax and then place these "legal monopolies" irr 
the hands of the government, competition will be 
"free." Of late years this divi11ion has joined 
either the Democratic or some l'eform pal'ly and 
assure the socialists that they "are coming your 
way." 

Before coDBid,erins tllis position in detail it is 
well to take a look at the cause of all this confu· 
sio11. Evetything in connection with the Single 
Tax comes from the writings of Henry ~rge . . 
He is looked upon as little short of inspired, and 
his followers hang upon his words as containing 
the beginning and the end of social philosophy. 
It would naturally be ex'Rected that orre who is 
able to expound a far-reaching philosophy in the 
realm of social relations. the most complex sphere 
of reasoning in the world, must hllve been a great 
student. On the contrary, Henry George was the 
merest dilettanti in all Qf the social sciences. 
In his Political Economy he ridicules Kant and 
Hegel, the ~eatest philosophers the world has 
ever known, and say.s they are unintelligible 
(which without a doubt they. were to Henry 

George) . This baby act of com\)laining about 
something which you lack the brarns to compre· 
bend i~ again exeimplified in the same work, where 
he whines because his name does not appear in an 
Encvclof.edia of Political Economists. So ut· 
terly sil y is this work, in which for the first time 
Henry Geor~e attempted the form of scholarship, 
that even his most devoted followers are slow to 
recommend its reading. It was intended to.be his 
masterpiece and was widely advertised before it 
was issued. When it appeared it was seen that 
the author was utterly beyond his depth. Be had 
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intended it to be a manual of Political Economy 
which should recast that science to its foundation, 
but when his friends read it, unless they were 
either as ignorant as he or utterly blinded by per
sonal devotion, they realized that he had entered. 
a field that he was utterly incompetent to compre
hend, and that as soon as he attempted to write 
seriously he became ridiculous. There is D'O bet
ter antidote for rabid Henry Georgeism than a. 
study of his so-called "Political Eco11,omy." But 
all this would be beside the point under ordinary 
circumstances. It is not who says a thing, but 
the thing said, t,ha"t detel'IDinea ita truth. But 
with the Single Taxers the man ill all there is to 
their philosophy. They have tbcmaelvee set him 
UJ>On a pe<lestal, therefore he is a fair mark. ~t 
might be s•id in passin~ that those who have laid 
the foundation of socialism were among those 
whom their enemies delJghted to call intellectual 
giants-Carl Marx, a dijctor of philosophy, and 
recognized by his worst enemi~ as one of the 
mightiest minds of his age, and whose great work, 
"Capital " for scholarly research and accumula
tion of facts (we are now Sllying nothing of its 
conclusions), has but one rival in the English lan
guage-Darwin's "Origin of Species." La Salle, 
whom Humboldt called "das Wunderkind" (the 
marvelous child), because of bis attainments; 
Liebknecht, Bebel i;tnd Kautsky, products of the 
best universities '()f the world; Ferri, the renowned 
Italian criminologist, these are a few of the great 
minds whose labors have bit by bit built up the 
structure of socialist philosophy. . 

But leaving the mall' aside for a moment. we 
will proceed ~o examine the one book in which t~e 
Single Tax is best set forth-the only book, m 
fact, which has any pretence to being a complete 
statement of the Single Tax-"Progress and Pov
erty." 

This book is accepted as an inspired document 
by its believers, and from it they take the texts --
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upon which to preach the truths · ( ? ) of Single 
Tax. I have followed all their writings of any 
prominence, and I have yet to find an idea not as 
fully and as well set forth in the original. Such 
a book, upon which a whole system is to rest, 
should at least be consistent. It should be clear 
in its positions and urrde¥iating in its conclu
sions. Let us see if it is so. The quotations 
given below are from the Doubleday and McClure 
paper edition and the page ntimbers are those of 
that edition. 

In the first place, what is said about the factors 
in productionf This is a fu,ndamental point. The 
socialist declares that labor is the only productive 
force under the control of man, and beil1!e is en
titled to the entire product. By "laborers" are 
meant all those performing some useful service, 
whether with hand or brain, .and only those are 
excluded who depend upon mere ownership for 
their irrcome. The overseers and organizers of in
dustry are entitled to a share of their product the 
sa•me as he who uses the spade and pick. The 
only one to be excluded is the one who because of 
ownership can keep all others from using certain 
things, and who tnen by virtue of that owner
ship permits men to use "his property" on condi· 
tion that they give to him the larger part.of what 
they make. The ~ocialists would make all the 
instruments of productlon and distribution com
mon property, and after thuii giving all the oppor
tunity to work would insist tliat all must work if 
they would live. This they hold to be in the in· 
terest of the only class who should or can be con
sidered in the coming order of societ.v- the pro
ducing or laboring class. I believe that all la
borers, and the socialist appeals only to this class, 
will agree that this is the only just position to 
take. 

Let us now see what position the Bingle Taxer 
takes on this point. At first sight he seems to 
agree with us exactly: 

I: 

.l' l i 

I 

1 



14 SINGLE ~AX VS. SOCIALISJI. 

"All production is the 1wion of two factors, 
land and labor." p. 221. 

"Now for the production of wealth, two things 
are required-labor and land." p. 243. 

"That which a m1m makes or produces is his 
own, as against all the world-to enjoy, or to 
destroy, to use, to exelbange, or to give. No one 
else can rightfully claim it, and his exclusive right 
to it involves no wi;ong to any one else." p. 332. 

"Nature acknowledges . no ownership ar control 
in man save as the result of exertion. • • .• She 
recognizes no claim but that of labor, and recog
nizes that without r~spect to the claimant." p. 
333. 

"This 'Tight of ow11ership that springs from 
labo1· ~xcluaes the possibility of any other right 
of ownership." p. 334. 

All this sounds very well, and -aside from some 
rather fanciful anusions to "nature" the socialist 
would have no paTticular quatrel with it. Now 
no one can claim that the income derived from 
ownership of money is the preduct of labor. No 
matter how the money was obtained in the first 
place, the mere fact of owJ?ership is all that gives 
rise to interest. So of course Henry George will 
not agr~ upon interest being a just sort of reve
nue. But we find him 111ying, p. 187: 

"Interest springs from the power of increase 
which the rept.oductive forces of nature give to 
caJ>ital. It is not an arbitrary ·but a natural 
thi11g; it is not the result of a particular social 
organization, but of the laws of the universe which 
underlie society. It is therefore just." 

There is about as big a jumble of false state
ments, antiquated expressions, poor logic and abeo· 
lutely idiotic reasoning as was ever combined in 
the same number of words. Read it over care
fully again and then see if you can tell what it 

means. 
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means. U there is any one thing on the face of 
the earth that is absolutely and completely to the 
very last degree purely a "result of a particular 
saeial organization" that thing is interest. It it. 
wholy dependent upon the ill'llltitution of private 
property, which is nothing but a social institu
tion. More than that, it is a result of a particu
lar form of J.>rivate property, and has prevailed 
only at certain times and under certain peculiar 
social organizations. But Herrry George tells us 
that it is the result of the "laws of the univene 
which underlie society." What sort of everlast
ing bosh is that? 'the only forces that underlie 
the universe ar.e physical forces, gravitation, ra
diation, etc. Does this juggler with words ex
pect us to believe that nio.ney 1lows into the bank 
vaults and bondholder's hatids purely in obedi
ence to the law of gravitatio11 o'r is something that 
pours forth in radiant effulgence ./rom the glori
fied perso'1alities of our capitalistic rulers? What 
were the "repr¢uctive f.orces of nature•; that 
made interest a 1'natura:) thing"! What does he 
mean by "naturai" anyhow! Does he mean some
thing that grew wild, as)} natural forest? Or 
does he mean crude, roug~ as a "natural wood" 
chair? This is a goQd example of the way in wliich 
he strings meaningless phras~ together to muddle 
shallow bra.ins. 

Now you t.ee in this last quotation he has 
changed his mind about Uiterest and says it is a 
good thing. He is even so s~ of it that he men
tions as one ot tlte goo<l J?Oint~ df the Single Tax 
that "It will mcrease the income of those whose 
incomes are drawn from the earrrings of capital," 
p. 446. He is so impressed with this idea that he 
tries to capture the laborer by telling him that 
"It is evident that interest and wages must rise 
and fall together, and that interest cannot be in
creased without increasing wages, nor wages .Jow
ered without de1iressing interest," p. 199. This 
is 'simply a rehash in a new form of the old false-
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with which capital when concentrated in large 
amounts ill" frequently wielded to corrupt, to rob 
:a,nd to destroy. What I wish to call tb,e reader's 
attention to is that profits thus derived are not to 
be confounded with fhe legitimate returns of capi· 
tal as an agent of production," p. 193. 

And then this is on the next page: 

"Any analysis will show that much of the profits 
which are, in common thought, confounded with 
interest are in reality due, not to the power of 
capital, but to the ~wer of concentrated capital." 

Then we are to conclude that Henry George is 
oppoaed to this concentr11otion of cap.ital from 
whioh all the evils of "in~est'' flows. B;e would 
have qs ~o ba~ to the primi~ve _µiQ<le of pro
duction with all the wastes of competition, with a 
hundred 11,rma d9~ the w:ork of one. This 
would be silly l_]l;d foolish @ough to condemn him 
to the ra~ of those ._ntiquated reformeril who 
are today fighting the trusts Jnd whose in~ellect· 
ual ancestors a . half century ago were smashing 
labor saving machines. But bJfore you have time 
to hit this erratic phil~ph* he turns another 
logical flip-fl.op qd in lt'hat really see'1a to be 
a lucid moment speaks~ follows: 

"Nor is any remedy worth comidering that does 
not fall in with the direcpon of social develop
ment, and swiµi so to speak with the current of 
the times. That concentration i,s the order of 
development there can be no mistaking-the con
centration of people in la~ge cities, the concentra· 
tion of handicrafts in large factories, the con· 
centration of transportation by railroad and 
steamship lines, and of agricultural Qperations 
in large fields. All the currents of time run to 
c9nce~~ration. To resist it 8UCce.&sfullr 'P'e must 
throttle st(!am .and discharge electr1cicy- . from 
hµman s~rvice." p. 325. .. . •.: 1 . 
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Now we are started straight again, and those Single Taxers who were howling about the evils pf the trusts and department stores were guilty of heresy accorfling to the laws and the gospel as propounded in Progress and Poverty. There is nothing wrong with the private ownership of capital. Interest ia just. Capital increases the jlower of labor to produce wealth (p. 79). It does not limit industry. ( p. 80). Its returns rise and fall with wages (p. 199). Therefore the ownership of capital~~ r any power rne·liOOrer~---yef w.e hear · 
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that as many as possible of my readers will con
sult "Progress and Poverty" to satisfy · themselves 
that Henry George has not been treated unfairly. 

It may be claimed that in thus attacking a. 
· man we are not answering the system. This would 

be perfectly true of sociali91ll, which is the product 
of a host of minds applied to the changmg .eco
nomic society for ages past. But as was said be
fore the Single Tax is a creation of the brain ot 
Henry George, and if he be shown to be a trifler 
in the realm of social scienee a strong doubt is 
cast upon the philosophy he created. The same ia 
true with regard to the book "Progress and Pov
erty." l'ou might destroy all the books ever writ
ten on sdcialism and so long as industry continued 
to concentrate and tools to in;aprove ancl labor to 
be exploited not a feature of the philosophy is 
touched. If Marx, Engels, La Salle, Liebknecht 
and all the other members of the long line of 
brilliant intellects that have lent their knowledge 
to the formation of soda.list principles were to 
have their 1!1

1
emo!Y blo

1
tdted tout

1
t or. were ~ot be 1 proved imbec1 es, it wou no a er m one JO or I 

tittle the socialist position. Socia!~sm is b1;1~ an. 
interpretation of existing and previous cond1t1ons 
and an explanation of the laws that bring about 
social change. Therefore it stands as Tong as 
those laws and conditions remain unaltered. 
With Single Tax it is dift'erent. It springs from, 
the inner consciousness of a single man and is 
the chHd of a sin~le bOok. Its followers all join 
in adoration of the man and the book. He is their 
prophet-it is the inspired volume. Therefore 
both are fair game to those who would attack 
the system. If the cornerstone is destroyed the 
building must fall. However I will now ~ant 
for the moment that there is a consistent philoso
phy of Single Tax, and taking it as its follow
ers generally preach it shall show how it is defect
ive as a scheme of social reform. Waiving for 
the moment the fact of the impossibility of i~ 
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adoption and taking it as something that is really 
intelligible I shall show that it is a thing of no 
interest to the producers of wealth. 

The Single Taxers say that today industry is 
limited by the fact that the supply of land being 
a definite quantity and property rights being rec
ognized in it, large quantities of land are owll'ed 
and held by the owners simply to receive the 
increase in value which will accrue by the growth 
of society. This increase in value, which is 
purely a social product, due to the exer
tions of laborers in building up the surrounding 
territory they call the "unearned increment," and 
advocate its absorption by society who created 
it. There can be no doubt as to the correctness 
of this position and it is as old as the hills, and 
in no way original with Henry George. The error 
lies in assuming that this is· in any way a peculi
P.rity of the land. In fact the fundamental 
wtoa 'mess of the Single Tax, in so far as it has 
any t:-:nsistent philosophy to combat, lies in what 
might be CAiied a sort of "landophobia." Their 
talk is full of SIW'O expressions as "man is a land 
animal," forgetting that he is equally a water, air, 
and tool-using arrirnal, to say nothing of Aristo
tle's discovery that he was also a political animal. 
They fail to see that once a stage of society is 
established in which any one of these factors is 
absolutely essential it is just as important as 
any other. If a man must have both wood and 
iron to make an article, it is silly to talk of 
either one being the essential portion. There can 
be no degrees of absolute necessity. Today there 
are various features essential to a civilized society. 
Among these is land, but no more so than the 
developed tool or organized social operation of 
industry. In barbarism, of these three features 
only the land was essential. In modern culture 
the other factors have become much more prom· 
inent and their freedom would 11ause a much 
greater change than freedo~f th! land . 
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Neither doea it help their caae in any way, aa 
they alwaya aeem to think to point out that all 
theae other thing& are made from land unless they 
can show that to make the toola needed for 
present society aU the Zand is needed at once. 
Unlesa this is 80 all the talk about a fandamentGL 
land monopoly is nonsense. As I shall show later 

' on no such CC¥1dition as this has existed since 
capitalism, and it is growing less possible of re\lli· 
zation with every i)nprovement in production. 

This point is important becau~e around it 
hinges the fundamental difference in the practieal 
working out of the Single Tu. ancf the aocialist 
theory. The socialist ibllists that as aociety pro
gree.-;es from stage to stage in development differ
ent factor& in the social organization become 
prominent and constitute the central factor in 
that stage. There may be other essential factors 
which belong to arr earlier aocial stage, but the ,1 

fact that these have been supplanted in prom- , 
inence by some other shows that they are of leu 
signficance or else they would have retained their 
prominence. Land is such a factor. At one time 
the most prominent factor in productiorr, its .own-
ers were the ruling social class. At that time 
industrial freedom for the laborers could only 
have come from the control of the land. Later 
the machine became the dominant factor and its 
owners were able through its ownership to be
come the 1uling class anj:l to inaugurate our pres· 
ent form of soaiety, or capitalism. Hence those 
who would be free at this time •must strike for 
the dominant feature of the age-eapital. 

Hence the Sin~le Taxers have put the "cart 
before the horse' when they say that "freeing 
land" would free industry. Their position in 
this regard is as follows: They say that the 
reason why industry is so "confined" and that men 
are idle is because that capital and labor are 
prevented from going on to the land by the fact 
of ~rivate ownership by those who are holding . 
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the land for an unearned increment. If all land 
was taxed to its full rental value there would 
be no land held vacant and any one who wished 
to start a business could have the land on which 
to establish it by simply paying the actual rental 
value 'irrespective of improvements. 

Thus they hold that it is the mwiopoly of land 
that causes the formation of all otlier monopolies, 
save those resting upon "specill_l pl'ivileges" (such 
as franchises, patents, etc.), which could be abol· 
ished by abolisning those privileges. This position 
contains a perfect nest of errors, and yet upon it 
rests the entire Single Tax. In the first place 
all property rights rest upon "special privileges" 
in that they are maintaiRed by Taws made in the 
interest of the posseasing class and which will 

· not be surrendered so long as that class continues 
tn rule. In the second place it fails entirely to 
take notice of the most important fo;rm of mo
nopoly-that resting upon 'large capitalization. 
Here we strike at the central weakness of Single 
Tax. They fail to see that under competition an 
advantage once gained tends to become cumula
tive. A big business grows larger, faster than a 
smaller one simply because it '8 big. The great 
industry can produce cheaper and can therefore 
undersell smaller competitors, The larger it grows 
the greater the difference in ceheapness of produc
tion. There is a tendency towards mooopoly in 
the ver,Y nature of competition. '.the great indus
try . once established is absolutely independent 
of any particular piece of land. Once that it 
has organized its laborers, developed its markets, 
perfected its machinery and systematized the oper
ation of its plant it can bid defiance to competi
tors, whether they be i?iven free land or not. The 
packing · houses of Chicago are a good example. 
Here we have an industry employing, aside from 
dependent industries, about 40,000 men, women 
aud .children. Does anyone with even the slightest 
excuse for brains believe that if you were to throw 
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open every foot of land in America, with or with· 
out taxes, other individuals could establish 
another set of houses. Could they invade the 
carefully developed markets in every part of the 
world, reorganize the marvelous organization of 
laborers with all its scheme of overseers, forem1m 
and superintendents (upon which far more than 
upon any connection with the land, their monop- 1 

oly de~ends), carefully correlate the various 
mechanical appliances that now constitute such a 
perfect whole, and do this faster than the pres
ent owners could perfect and improve their organ
ization and plant? Without t~y could do so the 
monoroly wotJld remain untouched and the slav
ery o the workers continue unchanged. Another 
illustration that has been frequently used in this 
<>01111ection is that of the Singer Sewing Machine 
<>ompany, who were given the land free from all 
taxes upon which to establish their plant. After 
a number of years the town in which it was situ
ated, growing tired of bearing all the burden of 
taxation sought to impose taxes upon the com
pany. The company simply threatened to remove 
its plant. The frightened workmen and small 
tradesmen seeing and recognizing their absolute 
dependence upon the firm hastened to reconsider 
their action. There was plenty of land tha-t would 
have been given rent free to whoever desired to 
establish aoother factory, but there was no one to 
take it. Agaip, the waters of Lake Michigan are 
as free as the air we br«latbe. Anyone can cast a 
met into them that wishes. Yet this has not 
prevented the growth of a great fishing mo· 
nopoly that controls nearly e".ery net of im· 
portance in the lakes a~d has absolute mastery of 
the market so far as the little fishers are con
<>erned. Neither has this "free water" preverrted 
John D. Rockefeller from establishing the begin
nings of what will be the largest monopoly in the 
world in the lake carrying trade. There is noth
ing in the law to prevent whoever wishes from 



24 SINGLE TAX VS. soctALISK. 

launching a boat on the waters of the Great Lakes 
and carrying freight and passengers, but that has 
not prevented the great steel steamers from send
ing thousands of little boats to the dry-docks and 
the scrap pile. One might go on to any length 
giving instances to show that today land is of 
comparatively small importance as a controlling 
factor in industry. It is absolutely necessary, but 
the development of the productive powers of so
ciety has made it possible to carry on such tre
mendous production on so small a space that lan_d 
is of comparatively little importance. Singh~ 
Taxers are fond of citing instances of euormous 
rent paid for partfoularJY favored places in busi
ness centers and to claim that it is this rent that 
prevents others from competing with the present 
owners or renters. But if they will look, they 
will see that there is no vacant land in these great 
centers to be "taxed into use," as they put it. The 
only land that is unused and which is being held 
for an "unearned increment" is outside of these 
centers and is already surrounded with improved 
property covered with "For Rent" signs, and can b& 
secured at a rental that will barely return interest 
on the capital invested iii improvements, with the 
land thrown in. Surely that is "free" enough to. 
suit the JllOst rabid Single Taxer. 

The question arises at this point as to just what 
it is expected would happen if the land were
"freed." What kind of industries would be estab
lished on it t Railroads T But competition has 
now given us too many and the problem is how to 
make the public pay for the operation of a lot of 
useless ones that \Vere built to ruin competitors 
and then consolidated with those with whieh they 
were supposed to be competing. Steel mills? The 
trust is shutting down all save those on the Great 
Lakes and hence in close communication with t)le 
coal fields of Pennsylvania and the ore beds of 
Minnesota, and plenty of "free land" could f;e se
cured ·in almost any city for a person who had 
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money to throw away in trying to fight the great 
Rockefeller steel combine. Retail stores? You 
can get all the land you want for that purpose 
with the stores thro'l\<n in, at less than rental 
value from those whom the department store has 
ruined. What then? Farming? But from every 
side we hear the complaint of the farmer that he 
cannot live even when he owns his farm, and that 
there is "overpooduction"' of farm products. No. 
So long as capital remained private property and 
its owners continued to rule, there would be only 
one thing that the Single Taxer could do with his 
"free land"-he could take a sharpened stick and 
cultivate it, and even then he would have to watch 
out that some one did not get a corper on the 
sticks and leave him scratching with his finger 
nails. 

This is not a mere thetorical figure. It is a 
statement of a scientific fact whose significance is 
wider than at first appears. As was previously 
pointed out each stage in society has . added 
another factor to the essential features of pro
ductipJr. Or to put 'it another way, each social 
advance has been marked by the fact that some 
feature hitherto unimportant i!J raised to the most 
prominent position. Now land was the dominant 
feature of ~avagery and barbarism. To insist on 
again raising it to prominence is to advocate the 
rE'lapse to barbarism. Hence it is that the Single 
Taxers generally c,.uy the idea that the thing 
desired is the establishment of countless sman 
eompeting and wasteful enterprises in place of 
the present great and efficient ones. 

The socialist, on the contrary, declares his in
tention to have the best forJD of society possible,. 
He believes tha'l the coming order of society will 
grow out of capitalism and that it will con-, 
tain all the desirable features of capitalism with 
the added one of a better organization of social 
powers and more just distribution of the wealth 
produced. He sees that the present society ia 

11 

11 

' 
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mairrtained by class rule exercised by the class who own all the instruments of production and distribution, and who use that rule to enact leg· . islation in favor of their cuiss. By means of a morality, also created in their interest and sustained by a public opinion which they are able to maintain because they own the means for the communication of knowledge, they build up a respect for the estahl~ laws and. U.titu.tions: The socialist bolds that the onJ.,y remedy for this is to educate the subject classes to a r~gnition of their condition lllld. then ~ theee to waite and seize th~ reins of social collF@l. B.e seea that the only class who ha.ve thejDllmbers nec~«r;r to accomplish~is ~rpose, are the laborers. They are also the ones who bale the most interest in overthrowing present condttions. M_ost important of all they a re already the ones who are actually carrying on the industry today, and who would therefore be best competent to conduct it in the future. He sees that at present the laborers in each great industry are drganized in various grades which superintend, direct and control pro· duction. The ownjtt has no func~ion save the appropriation of the produe,t created by these laborers. He is able to do this becau~e of his ownership of the too?s, machines, Jami, etc., which ownership is maintained by the rule of his class as described above. The socitlift would simply cut O'ff. that connection betwcerl 1,ie owner and the 
in~truments of production and distribution by getting corrtr?l of the thing that now main_tains it-the machmery of the govemment. This he would do by urging .the laborers to unite in a party of their own class, voicing the rights, duties and possibilities of the working class. If they so unite they will have an overwhelming majority at the polls, and having captured the powers of government C!llD proceed to enact laws. in their interest just as the capitalists are doing for the possessing class today. The progress of 
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SINGLE TAX VS. SOCIA.LISH. 29 
means of showing their interest in the Totes of 1:he "dear laborer." It ia dragged out on every oocaaion and because of the fact that a ·number ~f sincere, earneat fanatics cair be enlisted in its aupport it always proves a fairly good drawing i!llrcL It ia because of this fact that the aocialiet attacks it. B.e k.Dow_a that in and of itself it can have no strength. lfe knows that no mdvement that ia not in the line of social development can ~sibly succeed and hence hu no fears of the Single Tax "~~ 1n ahead oJ him" ae some of dta believe,rr "'Mifl bf thinking, and which implies t1'at -social scb-.es can be tri~ on like misfit garment.,- ~.$ill&t•i'tlllt'4oile :not "work" aocialiam {llay. ~ .ail&lilit aees that Single Tax may ®na~tMf.&~eaaa• the banu qi shrewd .ipolitlcianli w:'li.l!tictiiithe la:t.fJ"er :iilto a few more Jean of sltt~. On this ground he opposes its propaganda ,anil deJ1Q~ces its' SO-calied philoao-. " pby. 4 . The 90Cialiati~ th~ aooial progreas bas always been through the war of classes with opposing interests, a11d :/that ~h great social advance baa been marked by: t.lle conquest of the previous ruling cl!Wl by a :•hitherto subject qlaea whom economic co6ditions liad railed to a dominant poaltioJJ in the industrial wodd. He liolda that the labdring ~leas .l1U been: raised to that dominant economic i>c>ait.ion in cwr }>l'e&eut society and stands opposed to tu.&. present ruling capitalist .class. Hence he maintains that the next great ' atep in social advance will lie in the victory of the laborers and opposes any metliod of propaganda which diverts the attention of the laborers from adherence to the party of their own interests. For this reason he attac){s the Single Taxer and insists that the laborers who really seek freedom 'IJJUBt gather in support of their own interests into a clasa-conacioue party of ·the laborers, by -the labwara and for the ~ 
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The Aaie1tican Farmer. 
In no other countl'J ia the " farmer question " of eucb paramount importance as in America and nowhere else are the farmers so powerful industrially and politicall7; nowhere else are they so intelligeqt, alert and fuJI of initiative. . The co0peratioa of the farmers is absolutel7 essen~ to the success of Socialism. Tbe sacceea of Socialism is the only hope of tile farmer. 

Bearing these facta in view, ~ M. Simone, the editor of the l11tensatioMI Sociali# RnMul, bas written a book entitled "The Americ:ap Farmer,'' intended to brin1f Socialism to the farmer and the farmer to the Socialists. It ia a work which e.err atuclent of economics must have If he would unclentand *tile indaatriel life of America as a whole. It ie a book whicb evety farmer mast read if he would lqio9 the solution and the outcome of the economic and social problems which are forced upon him. The fol· lowing table of contents will give some idea of the scope of the book: 
Book !.-Historical. 

Chap. 1.-IntroductiOD - Statement of the Problem. Chap. II.:1 The New Ezurland States. Chap. III.- The South. Chap. IV.- The Middle West. Chap. V -The Grc\t Plains. Chap. VI.~ The Far Welt. Chap. VU.- The Arid Belt. 
Book II.- Agri~ltural Economics. 

Chap. I .-The Movement Toward the City. Chap. 11.- The Transformation of Agriculture. Chap. Ill.- Concentrajion in Agriculture. Chap. IV.-The Mo<lern Farmer. ChaJ>. v . ..:.._ The Fantter and the Industrial Wop Worker. 

Book III.- The Coming Change. 
Chap. I.- The Line of Future EYunstion. Chap. II.- The Socialist Movement. Chap. III.- Socialism snd the Farmer. Chaf>, IV.- Steps Toward Realiza~ion. 
Cloth, s• -ta, postpaid. 

CHARLES H. KERR • CO., 284 E. Kinzle St., Chicago 
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Library of Science 

Moclern Socialism Is eo clcllielJ' r,lated to .-odern science that It can acarcel:t 1le 1daderatood wlthoat -e knowledge of the facts that~ tiia broa•llt ti> Hattt. Scfen\lflc books are a necesslb" for the eoc:lallat. who s tacllea them that he may reil4:h Ii tie\ter un. dlnir of soclallam. and circulates tt."*I :a-~I cOlcfer. 111lne tlle t)¥1oloirtcal preJud~Ulifat prbs. clpte ofeconomlc ctetermlnl not yet be reac1Uill JIJ' Cltnct of books bas Jaa.17 .__. • ~I"~ ebm· l ' pletest t>l'OO& of e volut ion a I~ es of ~I scten~ w'e have an&npd to tranBlate.alld publish some of the best &fxthese, a lonir with 11.ach orlirlnai works In the aame line as afi,.avallable. F l-books are naw ready, two more are In presB, a nd olhers will follow aa rapidly aa the neceaea17 •Pltal can be raleecl. 
' l. T..-'Evolutlon of Man. Jly Wilhelm Boelsche. 'l'~n11Jated bll' Ernest,Untermann. Illust rated. 2. Germs of Mind -of Pl~ta. By R . B. .Franc( Translated by A . M. Simone. ' 3. Tlle End of tJ!• ,l!Vorlct.;,:;Jin Dr.M, Wilhelm Meyer I Translat~l{y'l\lariai9t'Wairner. 4. Science and ReVolutlon: A m11torical Stady of tht Evolution of the TheolT of Evolallon. By £rnes1 ltntermann. 
5 . The Triumph of Lile. BY Wilhelm Boelsche. · Translated b;r Map Wood Slmo1111o 8. Life and Death. By Dr. E. 'l.'elcbmann. Translated by A. M. Simons. 
7. The llaklnll of the World. B:v Dr. Jll[. Wilhelm Meter. tranelated by Ernest Untermann. 

All of theM book• are daintily and naiformly lloand In cloth, and are eold at fifty centa a volame, -taae racluded. 

Charles H. Kerr & Company 
Z64 East i.bnsie Street, CHICAG'O 



The l~tio1tol 
Socialisl ~ - v i e "' 
ought to be on the 
table of every party 
member and every 
student of Socialism 
and social problems. 
Its pages are fille4 
with articles from the 
pens of a'fie and emi
nent auflors and 
writers, aild each is-

sue is worth over and over -gain the trifle asked 
for it. My own numberi, ~e all ~ound to date 
and in Ill)' library, and I 6nd them of increasing 
value for reference aod-pael'a1-ioformation. NG 
party memi,er can afford; f9 l>e withou~ ~ nor 
should any fail to supPOrt and help develop tho 
magazine literature of; the movement .. 
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is a monthly magazine of 64 i>&ges. The piice is 
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scription. 
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Marx aptly puts it, "a popular s triving after the illusory 
happiness that corresponds with a social condition which 
needs •such an illusion." The illusion i s no longer. 
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The calves are seen to roast the cook. 
On men are riding the horses; 

On freedom of teaching and laws of light 
The Catholic owl discourses.-Heine. 

Socialism, the Antichrist 

The Catholic Church is the Christian Church par excellence. It is 
the most potent Christian institutional church in the world. I ts attitude 
toward Socialism is, therefore, very typical of the institutional church 
in general. 

Pope Leo XIII issued two encyclicas concerning Socialism, one of 
which was dated May 15, 18g1, and the other January 18, 1902. In 
these documents he enlarges upon the Christian Democracy, destined 
to replace in the future Clvristiatn Socialism. H e distinguishes between 
Christian and Political Democracy. The task of the Chrisflian Demo
cracy consists in the religious and moral elevation of the souls and is 
based on the principles contained in the Christian faith. Christian 
Democracy has therefore to preserve vested rights in property, to 
preserve class privileges and to strengthen by all means the existing 
form of the State and Society with all powers at its command. 
Christian Democracy should not neglect the interests of the higher 
classes. Religion and virtue should be the foundation of all social and 
political activity. The social problem is primarily a religious and moral 
problem and must be solved by religion and morality. Christian love, · 
expressed in charity and almsgiving, has its important mission. H!ow
ever, it is necessary that all Catholics unite in order that the Christian 
Democracy may be effective. Such a unification of all Catholic forces 
is especially imperative for the, purpose of combating Social Democracy, 
threatening alike the existing State and Church. 

The priests are therefore urged to impress upon the mind of the 
people to be careful to avoid unrest and preachers of unrest and dis
satisfaction, to avoid the discussion of useless questions, to respect 
other people's rights, to obey the powers that be and serve them 
willingly. The priests are further instructed to imbue the people with 
religious ideas of life, so as to furnish consolation in the vicissitudes of 
life and gather force for the highest aiim,-the heavens. 

Obviously the only thing new in the encyclicas is the term Clvristian 
Democracy. Old, sour wine in a new cask! Asceticism, servility, 
petrified dogmatism, life beyond the g rave are the things dished out 
by the Pope as remedies against the crying injustices of our social
economic fabric; a clerical stone instead of the bread of rational self
help advocated by the Socialists. T here are among us servants and 
masters, poor and rich, persecutors and persecuted, 9ppressors and 
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oppressed, exploiters and exploited, vested rights and_ f~arful. wrongs. 

What of it? The Church says, "Let us have peace, rehg1on, virtue ( ?) 

in this 'vale of tears and sighs' and all wrongs will be righted after we 

are dead and buried." What an elevating, ennobling program of 

endeavor! Indeed, all evil in this world ruled by the Lord Almighty. 

is, according to the teachings of the church, necessary, nay _benevolent. 

If there were no evil, •where would there be any necessity for the 

spiritual services of the Holy Church ? If there were no poor, there 

would be no need in almsgiving, no "sweet" charity. . If there were 

no io-norance there would be no superstitious fear, ·no irrational hope, 

no stupid sadsfaction with misery, no servile submission to ~xploitation, 

no respect for sociaL parasites and drones ! And the State 1s to be con

sidered the protector of the Church, while the latter is the handmaid 

of the former. Manus manum la vat! What a touching harmony 

between the policeman and the self-appointed representative of God on 

earth! 
Such is the attitude of the Roman Catholic Church toward the 

modern Labor movement, toward its advance guard-the Socialist 

movement. And it is the consistent attitude on the part of an institu

tion based on class interests sanctioned by religious supernaturalism. 

It is the consistent attitude of all institutional churches-Catholic, 

Protestant, Mohammedan or Mosaic. The historic mission of all 

institutional churches consists in hypnotizing the toiling masses of 

humanity into passive submission to the ruling classes. The Lord of 

all churches is an unlimited monarch, a despot, benevolent or otherwise 

as the case may be, but a despot just the same. The Kingdom of 

Heaven is a monarchy, where only the will of one is law. A 

democratic republic on earth is a defiance of the Lord Almighty, as 

represented by the church. The latter never did and never can con

sistently reconcile itself to a democratic republic, all its hypocritical 

assertions to the contrary. What is true concerning political freedom, 

political democracy is thousandfold more true in respect to economic 

democracy to Socialism. The very idea of economic democracy must 

be abhorrent to a truly religious person, to a genuine Christian. 

Political democracies are very inhospitable toward orthodox Chris

tianity and this inhospitability is rather alarmingly increasing with the 

spread of popular enlightenment in spite of the moral and financial 

support. of the ruling classes and the official capitalist State. It is 

easy enough to imagine what will happen to the churches within the 

folds of the co-operative commonwealth of the future! The simple fact 

that under Socialism everybody who is in good health will have either 

to work in some capacity or other, or get along without the necessities 

of life, the eliminating of social-economic parasitism is sufficient' to 

horrify the _leisure class of middlemen between the Kingdom of H eaven 

and the mtser~ble_ brood of Adam and_ Eve. August Bebe! is per· 

fectly correct m his statement that "Christianity and Socialism are a; 

antagonistic to each other as fire and water. The so-called sounr 

kernel of Christianity is not specifically Christian, but rather generall) 

human. What actually distinguishes Christianity are its teaching 
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and dogmatic rubbish (Dogmenkram) inimical to humanity." Indeed 
historical Christianity was always inimical to culture and civilization. 

The known historian of Culture and Civilization, the Bavarian, 
F. Coll, states as the result of his researches concerning the role of the 
church as follows: "The Christian Church presented humanity with 
persecutions, auto da fe's and perdition (Verderben), with obstruction 
(Hemmung) and enslavement instead of development and advance
ment of Science. It brought barbarity and raving fanaticism instead 
of culture and humanitarianism, it spread mental darkness and popular 
stultification instead of enlightenment. Only when the church lost its 
deadly grip on the popular mind, in the XIII-XIV centuries in Italy 
and in the XV century in Germany, was there a revival of interest in 
the study of the literary treasures of pagan antiquity. The dawn of 
rejuvenated progress dazzled the eyes of the Western World, ac
customed to the dismal gloom of the Dark Ages, and the progress went 
on with the aid of the non-Christian Arabian culture in spite of all 
persecution and obstruction on the par,t of the frantic church, who for 
ages kept the classics of Greece and Rome buried beneath heaps of 
dust and rubbish." 

What else could be expected from a "revealed" religion, founded 
on blind faith, slavish submission to authority and tradition-unreason
ing acceptance of dead dogmas and most flagrant superstition? The 
institutional church is of necessity inimical to its own deadly enemies
culture and civilization, based on human reason and its unhampered 
exercise: observation, investigation, experimentation and rational gen
eralization or deduction from carefully ascertained facts. 

Religion knows miracles, Science but immutable laws of nature. 
Religion teaches blind faith in the unexplainable. Its motto is: "Credo 
quia absurd um est!" ("I believe in spite of its absurdity!") Science 
investigates the mysterious and removes the mystery. Religion revels 
in. mysteries as certain beings in muddy water. The mw;ldier, the 
merrier is the sport. 

There is no common g-round between Relig-ion and Science. 
Religion cannot be reformed, it can only be weakened. With the 
advance of knowledge the gods spread their wings and depart to 
some nook and corner of the earth where the darkness of ignorance 
still reigns supreme: Spain, Russia, France, Canada. The concrete 
(objective) foundation of all revealed religions is a miserable humanity 
clamoring for mystic salvation of souls, whatever that term may mean. 
The self-imposed task of each religion is to save from imaginary 
instead of actual evil. And the most astounding fact about the struggle 
with self-created phantoms is, that the relig-ions looked for a means of 
salvation outside of humanity, above the earth to another phantom. It 
is a Punch andl Judy show of ghosts with the church pulling the strings, 
while the stupid crowd gazes with holy terror at the performance and 
the shekels flow and flow in a generous stream into the spacious 
pockets of the priests. The imaginary evil serves as a means of mask
ing the actual evils of an unjust and irrational social-economic system. 
The salvation of the soul is an ingenious means of making people 
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forget the urgent salvation of their material self from ~xploi_tatio~ by 

the r ich and powerful. And the K ingdom of Heaven 1s an mgemous 

means of consoling the people with the fright_ful . wro_n~s of the 

material existence on earth. Rationalized humamty 1s w1llmg to re

linquish the Kingdom of Heaven, as the German poet says, to the 

angels and sparrows. And Socialism is rationalism applied to so~ial

economic institutions. Socialism is based on the theory of evolut10n. 

Socialism would be impossible wi thout emancipated modern thought, 

F ree Thought and Science. 
The modern agnostic or atheistic phase of the labor movement 

called Socialism, is anything but Christian. Nay, it is anti-Christian 

Modern Socialism is the Anti-Christ. According to a Sicilian legend 

"The Anti-Christ shall seem as Christ himself. There shall be great 

want and Anti-Christ shall go from land to land and give bread to 

the poor and he shall find many followers." 

T he similarity between primitive Ch ristianity and Socialism is but 

superficial indeed. Modern Socialism recognizes but material evil as 

the foundation of all other evils. It recognizes that the exploitation 

of men by men is responsible for the poverty, ignorance and vices of 

the toiling-masses. It insists on the irrationality, wastefulness and in

justice of our present system of society and preaches rational, scientific 

readjustment of social relations in harmony with the progress in the 

modes of production. Socialism is not a scheme of salvation con

cocted by a man or a group of men. It is a new phase of civilization 

destined to replace our present commercial one, which outlived its 

usefulness. There is nothing mystic or mythical about modern Social

ism. It has no need in supernatural sanction. It appeals to human 

reason, to the best and noblest that is in men, to his love of his fellow

men, to his sense of justice and fair play, to his artistic instincts. 

Socialism is concerned only with human affairs on the earth, it preaches 

social-economic self-help, co-operation in the exploitation of bountiful 

nature. 'Socialism is animated by the spirit of meliorism. Socialists 

are confident that a normal material existence is the necessary founda

tion of a normal, spiritual life, that material salvation must necessarily 

lead to spiritual salvation, provided human souls are in need of 

salvation from anything except irrationality and superstition. 

T he miracles performed by Socialism are far more important than 

the miracles recorded in the Bible. Socialism united more than seventy 

millions of toilers of all races, climes and countries of the world into 

one international brotherhood, into one political organization with com

mon fundamental principles based on rational economic and democratic 

ideals. The cl~urch divided them in so many religions denominations 

and creeds. Socialis?1 has done more for the preser~ation of peace 

on earth and good ~ill to me~, tl~an the Christian Church during the 

thousands of years smce the vicarious atonement of its founder. 

Socialism broke the silent majesty of the material misery of the 

masses by spreading the gospel of discontent with unjust and irrational 

social economic institutions. Socialism created a new Social con

science, it brought a new social hope of a better, brighter future on 
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earth into the most magnificent palace and the most miserable hovel. It caused a revaluation of ethical conceptions, based on an unrefutable indictment of the profit, rent and inter~st system, the unholy trinity sanctioned by the Church from time immemorial. Socialism forced its way into the governments of the world, into the institutions of learning, into the arts and literatum, nay-horribile dictu-into the bar and pulpit. Socialism is in the very air we breathe. It cannot be ignored. It compels respect and attention by the logic of its arguments, by the character and number of its adherents, by the loftiness of its ideals, by the nobility of its aspirations, by its humanitarian enthusiasm. 
The martyrologue of Socialism is far more inspiring of awe and reverence to all the friends of humanity than the martvrologue of Christianity. The martyrs of Socialism suffered and died, not for a phantom but for mankind, for the betterment of the material condition of their persecuted, downtrodden. exploited brothers in ht11nanity. 
Socialism is the proletarian movement turned conscious. it is the proletarian movement turned rational and articulate, it is the philosophy and ethics of the proletarian movement. Socialism appeals to the su ffering majority in the words of the Russian poet: 
"My friend, my brother, wearv. suffering- brother. whoever you be, be not discouraged. Let untruth and evil have foll sway on earth that is watered with tears, let the sacred ideal he crushed and defamed. let them shed the blood of innocents. Believe me, the time is comingwhen Baal will perish, and Love will return upon earth! Not with a crown of thorns, nor oppressed with chains. nor with a cross upon its bent shoulders. It will come into the world in its stren!!th and solendor. in its hands a bright torch of glory. There will he in the world neither tears, nor warring, nor crossless graves, nor serfs. nor cheerless, deadening want, nor the sword, nor pillory. 
"O my friend! That bright vision is not a dream, nor an empty hope. Look about you-everywhere evil oppresses ton much. evervwhere night is too dark! The world will grow tired of torments . will get weary of senseless battl~s-and it will raise to Love. to unhampered Love, its eyes. full of yearning." 
The fundamental principles of Socialism c-1nnot he reconciled with the fundamental principles of the institutional church. Such fundamental principles are economic determinism or the 111ateriali~tic eo.nception of history including the role of the cla's struggle in human social development. 
"T he mode of production in materi81 life determines the g-enrral character of the social, oolitical and spiritual nroressec; of life. It is not the consciousness of men that determines their exi~trnce. but, on the contrary, their social existence determines their conc;ciousness. At a certain stage of their develooment. th e material fore<"<; of nroduction in society come in conflict with the existing- refations of nroduction. or - what is but a lee-al expression for the same thing--w ith the nropertv relations within which they had been at work before. From fomis of 
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development of the forces of production these r:lations ~urn into their 
fetters. Then comes tbe period of social revolution. With the .change 
0£ the economic foundation the entire immense superstr1;1ctu:e is more 
or less rapidly transformed." (Karl Ma1'x: "A Contnbut1on to the 
Critique of Political Economy." New York, 1904'. Pages II -12.) . 

To read these graphic lines means to re~h.ze how utt~rly m
compatible Economic Determinism is with Rehg10us co~cept101!~ of 
the causes "determining the general character of the. s?c1al, pohtt~al , 
and spiritual processes of life," and especially with Christian concept!Ot;l 
of these processes. It is one of the two. Either a supernatural bemg 
or the mode of production in material life. It cannot be ~oth. at the 
same time. To claim that the deity fashions "the product10n m .ma
terial life" is to take refuo-e to a sophistic subterfuge. And agam
the spiritual processes of life, including religion are, according to K. 
Marx, also the products of material life. Can this clear statement ~e 
reconciled with the hazy teachings of the institutional Church? .or: .'s 
Revelation to be explained as the res.ult of "the mode of product10n m 
material life?" Can Revelation be identified with Revolution, or even 
peaceful, slow Evolution? To ask these questions meai:s to ansv.:er 
them. Indeed all Christians deny the validitv of Economic Determin
ism as they deny the validity of Determini'm and Materialism i.n 
general. So-called "Christian Socialists" claim even that eco~om1c 
Determinism is not essential to Social ohilosophy. However rat10nal, 
i. e. Scientific Socialism is unthinka·ble without hi ~toric materialism. 
If history is but the result of the will. whims and fancies of an un
knowable, supernatural personality-there is no place for rational 
endeavor on the part of single lovers of mankind and groups of such 
men-large or small-to consciously shape social institutions to suit 
their ideas and ideals. Surely no sane oerson will be satisfied with 
the frequently advanced soohistic subterfuge. that the rleitv works 0 11t 

its plans by proxy, through the agency of human beings, esoeci:-i.Ilv 
selected for that purpose. Modern minds want to know. inc:tead of 
believing in something nobody knows anything- about. Mystics may 
enlarge upon the unreliabilitv of our senses. the limitations of our 
human mind to their hearts' content. However. this admitted 1111-

reliability and limitation is in no way an argument against trusting 
our senses and using our mind in all orocesses of life. Unreliable a' 
our senses may be, limited as our mind mav be. 011r senses and mind 
are our only guides in the intricate labyrinth of the universe. W hat 
w'ould we think of a man groping in a dark. mvsterious ofac<:' with a 
small taper in his trembling hands, who would throw awav this taner. 
preferring- to grope in utter darkness? Another f•mclament::i l orin cinle 
of Socialist philosoohy is the recognition of the fact that the conflict 
of the material interests between the class of emolovers of labnr. 
canitalists. on the one hand and the class of ernolovees . nn the 
other hand. laborers, c;iuses an unconscious strug-g-le hetwe·en 
these two cl;i sses. Socialists trv to introduce the rnmcio11sne' s 
into this class struggle with the purpose of aboli shing· .clas'e' 
froni human society forever. The Christian 01Urch cannot con· 
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sistently admit the existence of this class antagonism and 
struggle without subscribing at the same time to the materialistic con
ception of H istory, of which the theory of the Class struggle is but a 
derivative. All maudlin prattle about the "inscrutable ways of provi
dence" will not blind any rational person to the absurdity of the sup
position, that a deity would for some mysterious purpose create antago
nistic classes, allow them to fight out their battles and fill the world with 
misery, degradation and incongruities. 

All rational reformers or revolutionists base their actions on the 
tacit or expressed assumption that man is not a passive puppet in the 
hands of a deity, but that he is to a considerable extent, the master of 
his own destinies, especially when acting in harmony with his fellow
men. This assumption is irreligious, unchristian on the face of it. If 
the world is governed by a deity, the human will and mind count for 
nothing. On the other hand, if the world is ruled by laws-the human 
mind may study these laws and use them to the advantage of humanity. 
If the world is governed by a deity-all that man may do is to humbly 
pray and fast. On the other hand-if the world is ruled by laws
man can think and work. Thinking and working makes men free, 
while praying and fasting enslaves them. People pray and fast because 
they fear, people think and work because they love. If God be Love, 
as some Christians claim-He must be a total stranger to the institu
tional church, whose hands are stained with the blood of martyrs for 
Freedom and human rights. 

The final aim of Socialism is to emancipate humanity from the 
thraldom of material subjection, to make it a brotherhood of equals 
as far as chances for advancement and fundamental rights are con
cerned-to organize society on principles of science, art and human 
sympathy. The institutional church certainly cannot consistently sanc
tion such ideals. 

Is Religion a private affair, as some Socialists claim officially? 
If religion means a theory of the universe, a philosophy of life, a 
code of morals-it cannot be considered as a private, i. e., exclusively 
personal matter. In modern society the inter-relations and co·n
sociations of all its members are so very complex and vitally inter
woven, that not only the actions, but even the sentiments and thoug-hts 
of one and each are to a great extent the concern of all others. We 
are the keepers of our brothers whetheT we do or do not like it. 
Relig-ion as defined by us deeply affects our thoughts, our sympathies, 
our ideals, our conceptions of right and wrong, our relations to our 
fellowmen, to the state and social groups. It cannot, therefore, be said 
truthfully, that religion is a private affair. 

The arguments advanced by the adherents of the principle of non
interference or strict neutrality in religious matters are in the main 
as follows: Religion has to be treated as a personal matter out of 
consideration of tactics. Socialism having enough antagonists as a 
strictly secular movement, it were unwise to arouse some more op
position by openly declaring hostility to the institutional church. It 
were unwise to unchain the beast of religious hatred, intolerance and 
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superstition. Religion being only a superstructure of material condi
tions, with the change of these conditions will have to go out of ~x
istence by itself. As Laboriola states it in his Essays on the Material
istic Conception of History, "Ideas do not fall from heaven, and what 
is more (important), like other products of human activity, they are 
formed in given circumstances, through the action of definite needs, 
thanks to the repeated attempts at their satisfaction, and by the dis
covery of such and such other means of proof, which are, as i~ were, 
the ins truments of their production. and elaboration. Even ideas in
volve a basis of social conditions." And yet we maintain,. that the 
declaration: "The Socialist Party is not concerned with matters of 
religious belief," is untruthful and consequently unwise. Tactics are 
out of place in questio11s of fundamental principles. In great things 
and small, Truth is the best polic3>. The :\Iaterialistic conception of 
history on which modern Socialist philosophy is built cannot possibly 
be reconciled with the mystic conception of the institutional church. 
It is either Christ or Antichrist. It is no use to shut our eyes to the 
mortal antagonism between the two. Christ cannot be reconciled with 
Antichrist. They cannot live in peace, as the past cannot be identified 
with the future, as night and day cannot co-exist at the same time. 
The church knows it, too, very well. 

Socialism has been opposed on many strange grounds, but here 
is the latest: A Prof. Kirby of the Catholic University of Washington, 
D. C., says he believes "Socialism is a very g reat menace to our 
civilization," these arc his very words, "because it appeals to the best 
in human nature; because it appeals to the imagination, and because 
much of its criticism of present-day institutions is well founded." 
And then he adds: "I would use all my influence to prevent its 
development; but for all that 1 believe it is useless to combat it by 
saying that it is impossible, that it is ridiculous or that it is full of 
errors. The danger lies in misunderstanding, in underratinO' Social
ism, and in assuming that those of us that are conserv: tive are 
altogether right.'.' 

"The heresy of the hour'' is the characterization that Arch
bishop Farley of New York put upon Socialism in an address at the 
Cathedral College. The New York Tribune states that the attack was 
inspired by the annual report of Monsignor Wall, spiritual director of 
three hundred ~unday ~c~o~I teachers. and missi?naries belonging to 
the Confraternity of Chnsl!an Doctrine. Monsignor Wall had set 
forth to the teachers two growing obstacles in their work of keeping 
Catholics true to the faith~Socialism and the settlement houses "that 
"":oi:k in~o the !lympathies of the poor Catholic by clothing him and 
g1vmg him food and then rob him of his faith"-after the fashion of 
Christian missionaries in Mohammedan and Buddhist commu'nities. 
Archbishop Farley backed up th.e monsignor by saying : " I especially 
app:o".'ed of the part of you r ch rector general's report that concerned 
S~c1ahs111 . He could. not have been too strong in a denunciatiol;l of 
~his propag~ncla. It is the heresy. of the h?t~r-a rampant heresy. It 
ts an organized attempt to establish a religion in which no religion, 
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no faith, is taught. And look at the means they have of spreading 
this doctrine. I am informed that there are thirteen hundred news
papers in the world propagating the principles of Socialism. It is 
corroding the •working classes. In the factories of this and more con
servative countries, such as England and Germany, the workingmen 
are furnished these newspapers free. They devour daily this mental 
pabulum that poisons their souls. I have recently completed a study 
of the principles of Socialism. I find that its leaders make an open 
profession of Atheism. \i\Tith them there is no hereafter; 'this life 
ends it all.' 'Eat, drink, and be merry,' they say, 'for tomorrow we 
die.' Fortunately Catholics have not been influenced to a very large 
extent by the spread of this new doctrine. I thank God for it. It is 
for you and for me to combat this common enemy. Teachers must tell 
the clergymen of the parish in which they are working ·when they find 
that Socialism is making inroads.'' Socialists will know by these 
presents that they are heretics, and any Catholic authority will inform 
them of the encl they may expect as such. It is, briefly, that after one 
or two admonitions they are to be abandoned to' the secular arm to be 
put to death without the shedding of blood, to-wit: by being burned 
at the stake. That is the formula. How much did it profit our Social
ist friends to put that plank in their platform declarin~ that "Social
ism has nothing to do with religion?" 

The Church knows that Socialism, in spite of the declaration of 
neutrality of the latter in religious matters, undermines the very foun
dation of the former. The Church realizes that Sooialism is the Anti
christ and must combat it with all the PO\Yers and resources of religion. 
For the Church it is a question of life and death, a struggle for ex
istence. Why, then, should the Socialists not engage in an open ag
gressive campaign against the Church? Would not an honest. open 
war between Christ and Antichrist be more diqnified, more wise and 
more effective than a false pretence of neutralitv and a defensive atti
tude toward the attacks of the Church? Let us have the courage of 
our convictions, not only in matters of social and economic significance, 
but in all things affecting the interests of the toiling masses of human
ity, including religious institutions. 

But aside from all considerations of moral warfare. is it not a fact 
that the institutional Church was always and is now the bulwark of 
class-rule and exploitation of the masses b,· the orivileged minorities? 
Is it not a fact that the institutional Omrch itself always was and i ~ 
now one of the most parasitic i\1stiti1tions hu111anity was ever afAicf·erl 
with? To use the expression of the great German ooet and thinker 
-the church always had a good stomach. It devoured manv a nation . 
And even now the church, as all parasites. thrives best where the 
people are the weakest mentallv and economically-in Soain. France . 
Canada, Russia and Southern Italy. What justification have we Social
ists in shuttin g our eves to the parasite fcatnres of the instit11tional 
Church? Whv should we ignore the hct that the Church in th"' 
United States· enjoys, for instance, freedo111 from. ta~"C.ation? Is not 
this freedom from taxation of church property an indirect tax on the 
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working class? And is not the entire expense of ?1aintaining the Church in the final consideration carried by the producmg class? In sixteen years the aggregate value of church property. in the United States as estimated by Dr. H. K. Carroll, who compiled the religious stadstics for the o-overnment in 1890, has increased from $679A9'5A89 to $1,257,575,867. Th: gain on ~ll is 85 per cent. The gain on property held by the Catholtc church 1s 147 per cent. There could not be a strono-er argument than this for the taxation of church property, and it is about time for Protestants, wh? can hold their own with the Catholics neither numerically nor financially, to see the duty imposed upon them as citizens if not as Christians. Our legisl~tures are filling up with Roman Catholics who are prevented by their religion from voting to tax Catholic church property, but can place any disability they choose on other property. Under the head of "value of church property" is included the estimated value in 1906 of the buildings owned and used for worship by the organizations r~porting. together with the val~e of their sites, and of their furniture, organs, bells, etc. It does not mclude the value of rented buildings or halls, nor of parsonages, parochial sch<;>ol buildings, theological seminaries, monasteries, convents, or the ltke. R eports as to the value of church property owned were made by 186,132 organizations, or 87.7 per cent of the total number. The total value of church property reported in 1906 for all denominations, was $1,257,575,867. of which $q~:;,942,_c;78 was reported for Protestant bodies, $292,638,787 for the Roman Catholic Church, and $28,994,502 for all the remaining bpdies. 

In the consideration of the foregoing statistics it must be kept in mind that some bodies are not very fully represented. For example, for the Jewish congregation only 747 organizations or considerably less than one-half the entire number, reported the value of church property owned by them, and, similarly, for the Church of Christ, Scientist, only 401 organizations, or not much more than three-fifths of the entire number, made a report. For the Roman Catholic Church, only a li ttle more than four-fifths of the total number of organizations made any report of property owned, while the Eastern Orthodox Churches as a whole, show a report for only about one-fifth of all their organizations. In these, and in other cases, there has not been, therefore, a full report of the value of church property, and the total amounts shown, even though large in themselves, do not. in all probability represent the whole amount of property owned and used for worship by the several denominations. The figures for 1890, like those for 1()06, also probably represent the value of church property so far as reported, and similarlv. do not stand for the entire value of church property owned and used for worship at that period. 
The Unitarians, with church property valued at $14,26~,277, as reported by 4o6 organizations, h:we a comparativelv low rank in total value, b11t are first in point of average value. with an average of $35,131 for each organization reporting. The Tewish congregations, with property valued at $23,198,925, as reported by 747 organizations, 
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rank just above the Unitarians in total value, but are second with 

respect to average value, with an average value of $31,056. The 

Roman Catholic Church, which is first in point of total value of 

church property reported, $292,638,787, comes third in the average 

value per organization reporting, with $28,431, and is followed by the 

Church of Christ, Scientist, and the Protestant Episcopal Church, with 

average values per organization of $21,¢1 and $20,644 respectively. 

The increase from 1890 to 1906 in the value of church property re

ported was $578,149,378, of which $386,246,871 represents the increase 

in the value of the property reported by Protestant bodies and $174,-

515,441 the increase in the value of the property reported by the Roman 

Catholic Church. The Methodist bodies reported the largest increase 

of any of the Protestant denominations, $97,3ro,817, and were followed 

by the Baptist bodies with an increase of $57,514,533, and the Presby

terian bodies with an increase of $55,328,099. The percentage of in

crease shown for the different families varies greatly. Leaving out 

of consideration the phenomenal increases shown for the Church of 

Christ, Scientist, and the Eastern Orthodox Churches, the property 

reported by the Latter-day Saints more than trebled in value, while 

the independent churches, the Roman Catholic Church, the Disciples 

or Christians, the Jewish congreg-ations, the Lutheran bodies, the 

Dunkers, and the German Evangelical Synod of North America, re

ported increases of more than roo per cent. 
The church is not a producer, but a consumer. It exists on the 

means of the toilers. It has no means of its own. Ernest Crosby de

scribes correctly this state of affairs in his "poem in prose" entitled, 

"The Collection." 

"I passed the plate in church. 
There was little· silver, but the crisp bank-notes heaped themselves up 

high before me ; . 
And ever as the pile grew, the- plate became warmer and warmer, 

Until it finally burned my fingers, and a smell of scorching flesh 

Rose .from it, and I perceived that some of the notes were beginning 

to smoulder and curl, half-browned at the edges. 

And then I saw through the smoke into the very substance of the 

money, and I beheld what it really was. 

I saw the stolen earning-s of the poor, the wide margin of ·wages pared 

down to starvation ; 
I saw the underpaid factorv girl eking out her living on the street, 

and the overworked child, and the suicide of the discharged miner: 

I saw poisonous gases from great manufactories spreading death and 

discord; 
I saw despair and drudgery filling the dram shop; 

I saw rents screwed out of brother men for permission to live in 

God's land. 
I saw men shut out from the bosom of the earth and begg-ing- for the 

poor privilege to work, in vain, and becoming tramos and paupers 

and drunkards and lunatics, and crowding into almshouses, in-
' I . sane asy urns, pnsons; 
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I saw ignorance and vice and crime growing rank in stifling filthy 
slums; 

I saw usury, springing from usury, itself again born ·of unjust monopoly 
and purchased laws and legalized violence; . . 

I saw shoddy cloth and adulterated food and lymg goods of all kmds, 
cheapening men and women and vulgarizing the world; 

I saw hideousness extending itself from coal mine and foundry ove~ 
forest, and river and field. 

I saw money grabbed from fellow grabbers and swindled from fellow 
· swindlers, and underneath them the workmen forever spinning it 

out of his vitals. 
I saw all the laboring world, thin and pale and bent and careworn and 

driven, pouring out this tribute from its toil and ·sweat into the 
laps of the richly dressed men and women in the pews, who only 
glanced at them to shrink from them in disgust ; 

I saw money worshipped as a God, and given g-rudgingly from hoards 
so great that it could not be missed, as a bribe from superstition 
to a dishonest judge in the expectation of escaping hell. 

I saw all this, and the plate l::mrned my fingers so that I had to hold it 
first in one hand and then in the other, and I was glad when the 
parson in his white robe took the smoking pile from me on the 
chancel steps and, turning about, lifted it up and laid it on the 
altar. 

It was an old-time altar indeed, for it bore a burnt offering of flesh 
and blood-a sweet savor unto the Moloch whom these people 
worship with their daily round of human sacrifices. 

The shambles are in the temple as of yore, and the tables of the money· 
changers waiting to be overturned." · 

And who will overturn the tables of the money changers if not 
Socialism-the Antichrist? It was Christ T esus' mistaken notion that 
he could successfully accomplish it without at the same time destrov· 
ing the temple. The fact is that the temple an,d the money chan !'ers. 
belong to{[ether. There is no strong-er alliance in history than that 
between the parasitic classes oppressing- the masses economically and 
politically on one side and the spiritual hypnotizers of the oeople on the 
other, between the ruling- class and the institutional church. · 

Socialism, the Antichrist will break up this evil alliance between 
the earthly and heavenly trusts by doing away forever with class-rule 
and the institutional church simultaneously. 

Socialism will free men and women ecoriomically, materially. 
And economic, material freedom will free men and women mentally and 
morally from the thraJdom of the church. 

. Socialism is unthinkGJbl e 'Without the materiGJlistic conce{Jtion of 
history and the institutionGJl ch1.trch is unthinkable with tlie materialistic 
conception of history. 

Religfon cannot therefore be a private affair from the point of 
view of logical Socialism. The soooner we realize it the better. The 
Socialist Party of America ought to declare openly and uneqtiivocally 
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its opposition to the institutional church in its general declaration of 
principles. ~t ·ought to incorporate into it,; r.1inimum program ( im
mediate demand) the following points: 

1. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical property 
shall no longer be exempt from taxation. 

2. We demand that the employment of chaplains in Congress, in 
the Legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in prisons, asylums, and 
all other institutions supported by public money, shall be. discontinued. 

3. We demand that all public appropriations for educational and 
charitable institutions of a sectarian character shall cease. 

4. We demand that all religious services now sustained by the 
government shall be abolished; and especially that the use of the 
Bible in the public schools, whether ostensibly as a text-book or avow
edly as a book of religious worship, shall be prohibited. 

5. We demand that the appointment by the President of the 
United States or by the governors of the various states, of all religious 
festivals and fasts shall wholly cease. · 
' 6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts and in all other 
departments of the government shall be abolished, and that simple 
affirmation under the pains and penalties of perjury shall be established 
in its stead. 

7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforcing the 
observance of Sunday as the Sabbath. shall be repealed. 

8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement of 
"Christian" morality shall be abrogated and that all laws shall be con
formed to the requirements of natural morality, equal rights and impar
tial liberty. · 

9. We demand that not only in the Constitution of the United 
States and of the several states, but also in the practical administration 
of the same, no privileges or advantages shall be conceded to Chris
tianity or any other special religion; that our entire political system · 
shall be founded and administered on a purely secular basis; and that 
whatever changes shall prove necessa,ry to this end shall be consistently, 
unflinchingly, and promptly made. 

THE COMMON ENEMY. 

Religion the foe alike of the Freethinker and of the Socialist. 
The term religion admits of several interpretations. H owever 

vague and hazy the term religion may be in the popular mind, to the 
critical thinker religion appears as a psychological (a German would 
say "Voelker-psychologisch") growth of two principal aspects. 

Religion comp.rises, on the one hand, a theory of the universe· at 
large, a cosmogony, and on the other hand, a system of conduct in 
every day life-ethics. 

The religious cosmogony is demolished to such an extent by nat
ural sciences as to present in our distressingly sober age a rather pitiful 
although somewhat quaint . a~d picturesque ruin. No amount of 
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modernization by so-called "higher criticism" ( wh~teve'. that term 
may mean) can restore the barbarian splen?or of. this rum. To gal
vanize a corpse does not mean to r.estore. 1t to . h!e. . Th~ system of 
conduct identified in the popular mmd with rehg10n 1s vital, not on 
account of its connection with religion, but rather in spite of its relig
ious appendage. It is morality by .and for itself, ~t~ics per se, t~at 
lends dignity and meaning to relig10n, and .not religion to mo.rahty. 
Morality is an antecedent of religion. Ethics are as old as hfe on 
earth. 

As soon as the germs of gregarious life in the animal kingdom 
developed to such an extent as to surpass excessive tendencies of indi
vidual variation (centrifugal, anarchic tendencies) in the interests of 
the survival of the species (centripetal, archic tendencies) ; as soon as 
the first rudiments of "consciousness of kind" triumphed over the pri
mordial consciousness of self-a system of conduct of individuals 
composing the species (social aggregate) toward each other, started 
to evolve. Morality, ethics, is a sub-human institution, a purely biolog
ical phenomenon. Morality is the expression of the interests of the 
social aggregate, as opposed to the narrowly understood individual 
interests. All conduct tending toward the conservation and furthering 
of the interests of the social aggregate is considered as good and praise
worthy, heroic and noble by this aggregate ; and vice versa, all conduct 
tending towards impairing the interests of the social aggregate, is 
considered by this unit as bad, blameworthy, cow~rdly, and mean. 
Hence the relativity and changeability of all moral conceptions in 
space and time. 

The higher an animal species stands on the evolutionary ladder 
the more developed and pronounced is its "consciousness of kind," 
the more strict is the subjection of the individual will to the will of the 
aggregate or social unit, the higher is its morality. 

The human race is the most gregarious; the most social of all 
animal species, as it is physically one of the weakest and individually, 
the most helpless of all animal species. It has reached the climax in 
the "consciousness of kind" or "race-consciousness," as we would 
prefer to term it. There was no choice about it. Nothing can be more 
natural than that the human code of conduct reached the highest 
degree of development. And this evolution of morals or ethics- itself 
an evolutionary biological phenomenon-can terminate only with the 
life of the race on earth . Religion could not and did not create mor· 
ality or ethics. Morality or ethics existed long before religion was 
evolved in the crude mind of the human animal of bygone ages, and 
will survive religion in the enlightened ages of the future. Religion 
found morality deeply ingrained in the nature of the human being as an 
uncot:iscious instinct of race-preservation. The primitive man was 
moral-to the extent of his mind-development-simply because he, had 
to be moral in order to be able to exist as a member of his primitive 
social unit before he troubled himself with the mystical and metaphys
icc,tl phantoms. The humanization of nature or anthropomorphism 
forming the essence of all religions belongs to a comparatively recent 
stage of the history of men on earth. 
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What was the effect of anthropomorphic religions on morals or 

ethics ? . 

In the first instance religion falsified the motives of human con

duct. Religion invented the purely anthropomorphic motives of fear 

of punishment by a humanized supernatural power and desire for 

reward by the sam~ power in an imaginary mystical life following 

physical bodily annihilation. Religion invented the dualism of mind 

(spirit) and matter, of body and soul. 
. The anthropomorphic religious philosophy could not fai l to pro

duce material changes in , the moral concepts of believers. 

The motives of fear or reward by a supernatural humanized 

power (deity) could but debase the moral currency. These motives 

appeal to and tend to develop the lower, baser part of the human nature 

-its individual selfish side. Indeed the primitive man unconsciously 

acted from higher and nobler motives than those substituted by religion. 

The reward of his conduct was its beneficent effect directly on the 

social aggregate he belonged to, indirectly on himself. The punish

ment of an evil deed or immoral act consists in the bad effect it pro

duces on its author through the medium of his respective social unit. 

In other words, good conduct is dictated by (conscious or unconscious) 

enlightened selfishness; immorality by unenlightened crude animal 

selfishness. Consequently morality depends on the development of the 

human mind, it is a question of intelligence, an emotional refinement. 

Making human conduct depend on any other basis than broad self

interest identified with the interests of the social or racial aggregate 

is not only a perversion of actual facts, but amounts to 'undermining 

of the very foundation of social life, to poisoning the very fountain of 

morality. However, especially pernicious is the introduction of the 

Whims and fancies of a deity as a criterion of good or bad conduct, the 

making of that deity an arbiter and judge in the realm of human con

duct. The criterion of morality-the will of a deity! Can there be a 

more fruitful source of eternal confusion and flagrant abuse, con

fusion for the believers and abuse by the self-appointed representatives 

of the deity-the caste of priests! As a matter of fact, it was the caste 

of priests that, in the name of the deity, usurped and monopolized the 

function of moral legislation by nature and right belonging to the 

social aggregate as a whole. The deity, through the agency of priests, 

of course, can be propitiated by gifts and coaxed by prayers to pardon 

'evil deeds, as if an evil deed may be undone. The curse of an evil 

deed is that it is an inexhaustible source of other evil deeds and the 

idea of pardon itself is not only irrational but highly immoral. Most 

religions teach that a repentant sinner is dearer to the hear t of the 

deity (the stomachs of the priests) than an immaculate saint. Does 

not it put a premium on immorality? . 

However confusing and debasing the influence of religious an

thropomorphism in the realm of human conduct may be in general, 

there is one aspect of the case especially fraught with moral confusion 

and debasement. 
We refer now especially to the transference of the center of grav

ity of human morals, from its natural and only legitimate field-human 
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relations and consociations-to the mystical domains of mythical rela

tions between man and his deity. 
Who created this idea? It is a time-honored legal rule : " fecit cui 

prodest." If a crime is commited and the culprit unknown, look for 

the person that would or could profit by the crime. The culprit in this 

crime against rational ethics was and is the priesthood, the self

appointed representatives of their own creature, the deity. This crime 

against humanity is eminently calculated to create and maintain in a 

comfortable, if not luxurious life of idleness, a parasitic class of priests 

at the expense of the community. "Fecit cui prodest." T he priests 

invented theocracy in order to establish their class-rule over the un

reasoning masses of humanity, scared by hell· and damnation, and 

coaxed by paradisiacal bliss into submission and obedience. 

In short, religion and the institutional church are the creations of 

class-interests, and are maintained by class-interests and in direct 

violation of the interests of the human race as a whole. The class of 

priests produce nothing useful to the community, they are an essentially 

parasitic class. And as such the priests as a rule naturally sympathize 

with other parasitic classes, the military and capitalistic class. This is 

the reason why the institutional church was and is ahvays on the side 

of the strong and against the weak, on the side of might against right. 

In spite of all the sickly mysticism and maudlin sentimentalism of the 

so-called "religion of love" (lux a non lucendo) ; the institutional 

church never seriously attacked any anti-social institution and fre

quently defe,nded them against attacks on the part of Rationalists. The 

church never seriously attacked the wholesale murder of men called 

war, and frequent)y g lorified and sanctioned it. The anti-war move

ments were started and are kept up by Freethinkers and Socialists. 

The so-called peace conference of Hague is correctly termed by Blatch

ford a "thieves' supper." 
The institutional church never seriously attacked pauperism and 

fr~quently glorified it. , 
• ·It never seriously attacked the social evil, but at times enO'aO'ed in 

white slavery for fil thy lucre (as some Roman popes did) . "' 
0 

The institutional church never seriously attacked injustice in any 

shape. or form, but frequently covered it up by turning and twisting 

the Bible. It defended slavery, serfdom and modern exploitation of 

men by men. The institutional church always had two weights and 

two measures, two codes of morals. One rule of conduct for the toiling 

masses and another for the parasite class. Quo licit J ovi non licit bovi. 

It preaches the virtues of slavery to the masses-humility, submission 

to the powers that be, contentment with a life of drudgery and want. 

To the powerful the church respectfully recommends the social lubri

cant of charity equally demoralizing to the giver and the receiver. 

. The institutional church i.s n?t conservative-it is reactionary. Its 

dial a!ways _moves backward, 1t? 1clcals and aspirations are in the past. 

It believes m human degeneration (fall of men) instead of evolution. 

~t preaches the inherent baseness of the human nature, and is pessim

istic to the .core as to the future of the human race. 
Any attempts on the part of public-spi rited men to arouse the 
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lethargic masses from their torpor by preaching to them the virile 
gospel of discontentment and self-help, must naturally meet with the 

open or clandestine opposition of the institutional church. 

All those •who have the interests of the toiling masses of the 
people at heart, all those who scorn charity and demand justice, all 
those who struggle for economic as well as political democracy must 
earlier or later meet the "non possumus" of the church. The abolition
ists of the United States found it out to their chagrin. The great 
French revolution found itself incompatible with the revelation of the 
church. The communards of Paris, in their first proletarian upris ing. 
treated the church as its bitterest enemy. The present French republic 
convinced itself that the church is the worst enemy of popular freedom 
and enlightenment. These lessons of history do not seem convincing to 
some American Radicals in general, and Socialists in particular. The 
overwhelming majority of Socialists are Free-thinkers. They only do 
not believe in the wisdom of arousing religious antagonism having 
to contend with a great deal of antagonism of all imaginable kind . 
The fact is, that there is no need in arousing reiigious antagonism 
against Socialism, or against any other movement toward the improve
ment of the condition of the masses. This antagonism exists, it is 
apparent and real to the same extent as there is an aoparent and real 
antagonism between exploiting classes and exploited masses every
where and at all times. This antagonism is irrepressible. Only those 
who wilfully close their eyes do not see it; only those who wilfully 
plug their ears with the cotton of self-complacency do not hear the 
rumbling of the strugRle between the classes and masses in some form 
or another. The struggle is on between Materialists, Freethinkers and 
Socialists on one side, and th e church and the exploiting classes on 
the other. That there are Freethinkers who a rc not logical enough to 
be Socialists and that there are Socialists who are inconsistent enough 
to imagine themselves to be Christians proves only that men are, not 
always logical and consistent-a fact, alas. that is commonplace enough. 
If all Freethinkers would have the courage to discard their ·middle
class prejudices and take the trouble of studying up Socialism sine irae, 
they would soon find out that free-thinking means scientific thinking, 
not only on religious, but likewise on social-economic matters. and that 
Socialism is nothing else but the result of such thinking. If the so
called Christian-Socialists would have the courage to discard their 
religious bias and study up Christianity or religion jn general in the 
same spirit as they approach social-economic life. in the soirit of 
scientific truth-seeking, they would soon arrive at the conclusion that 
Christianity is, if anything, anarchistic and that Socialism is not and 
cannot be Christian. Then all Freethinkers would nrofess Socialism. 
and all Socialists be militant Freethinkers, and Freethinkers and Social
ists would have the courage of .their c.onvictions. and struir!!le together 
against the common foe. But what is the use induliring· in dav 
dreams? We ought to be satisfied •with convincing the small. but elect 
circle of those who are always open to conviction. Thev will lead and 
the rest eventually follow or drop out by the wayside .as the case may 
be, and the truth will march on. 
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THE "RELIGION OF I NFIDELITY." 

The absurdity of calling Science, Unbelief, or Socialism Religious. 
THE LEGEND: . 

••••••••• ¥'• ••••• • ••••• •• ••••••• •• 

ALL KINDS OF 
TWISTING AND TURNING 

DONE HERE. 

ought to be inscribed in flaming letters over the entrance to all places 
of worship and religious devotion. The gentle art of imparting to the 
Bible or Koran any meaning desired-without the slightest regard for 
etymology, logic or truth-has always been regarded as the especial 
privilege of theologians. The priestly caste was always anxious to use 
this "divine prerogrative" as a means of spreading and strengthening 
their influence over the unreasoning masses. The "holy scriptures" by 
the method of reckless theological sophistry (exegesis), was made so 
elastic and pliable as to advocate and condemn anything and every
thing in the world in strict conformity with the interests, whims and 
fancies of opportune divines of all creeds and denominations. The Bible 
was cited for and against capital punishment, war, polygamy, chattel 
slavery, political liberty, anti all issues near to the heart of men. 

. In our own age the same verbal jugglery is used by the theological 
school of "higher" criticism as a convenient way of modernizin·g 
externally decaying creeds so as to make them apparently conform to 
new mental attitudes, to modern moral phases of life. Liberal preach
ers enjoy the use of euphonious but meaningless cant phrases, as "God 
is Love." Some radical ministers would even fain make believe that 
Christ Jes us was a Marxian Socialist. The conscious or unconscious 
motive of pouring new wine into old and time-worn casks is in this 
case obvious. The mythical and mystical cycle of ideas connected with 
religion needs fresh blood in order to get a new lease of life, it is a 
struggle for existence on the part of those who make a living as 
religious leaders. Business is business. 

The demoralization of theological sophistry, however, has proved 
to be contagious. Some modern scientists and thinkers of the rational
ist school of monism indulge in flirtation with the institutional church 
and delight in phrases-contradictory in terms ( contradictio in adjec
ta)-as "Religion of Science." If taken in their true historical mean
ing, religion and science are mutually exclusive of each other. 

History proves, if it .proves anything, that religion is a creation 
of the primitive mind of man, incapable of logical reasoning, and 
devoid of any accurate knowledge of nature and its laws. History 
proves that religion created more hate than love ; more cruel persecu
tion than humane toleration; more cruelty than mercy; greater moral 
debasement than moral elevation; more fanciful horrors than sane 
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enjoyments of life; more superstition than enlightenment; more blind 
enmity to knowledge and progress than thirst for truth and improve
ment of environment and condi tions of life. 

On the other hand, history proves that science is the child of the 
highly developed human intellect, trained in the art of logical reason
ing, original research, and strict observation of nature's phenomena. 
Science has but one object in view-to reveal the secrets of nature to 
men so as to enable them to use this revelation to make them happy. 
Science endeavors to eliminate hate, persecution, cruelty, moral obtuse
ness. Science knows no mystical horrors; it preaches sanity, optimistic 
enjoyment of life, co-operation and association of men for mutual ad
vantage. Religion and science are antitheses. 

Faith makes knowledge impossible. Knowledge makes faith super
fluous. There can be no compromise between religion and a science, 
mysticism and rationalism. 

Expressions like "religion of science" are not only contradictory 
in terms, and historically wrong, but highly mischievous and leading 
to confusion in a realm where there is a great need for clearness and 
exactness of fundamental conceptions. There are such things as intel
lectual integrity and mental prostitution. Rationalistic thinkers and 
scientists should consider it below their dignity as thinkers and scien
tists, to follow slavishly into the devious, crooked and slippery cow
paths of theological and metaphysical sophists. 

Rationalism does not need any "pons asinorum,,- for the passage 
of people who do not possess the courage of their conviction, ·or are 
interested in the stultification of the masses for the benefit of parasitic 
classes. Militant freethought is a necessity of our age. The- struggle 
for existence between mysticism and religion on one hand and rational
ism and science on the other is by no means decided in favor of the 
latter in the mind of the overwhelming majority. 

The Free-thought movement needs all the help it can get in order 
to be able to cope with the tremendous inheritance of ignorance and 
superstition and the assiduous and systematic work of contemporary 
obscurantism on the receptive mind of the unreasoning· masses. It is 
the moral duty of every rationalist to courageously stand by his colors. 
The church is still a formidable enemy. To try to bridge over the im
passable chasm between reason and unreason, knowledge and · faith. 
mysticism and sanity, on the part of rationalists, is cowardly and 
despicable. 

Unfortunately the intellectual dishonesty hidden l~ehind careless 
terminology invades all fields of human interests. Vv e frequently hear 
such meaningless expressions as "religion of art," "religion of Free
thought," etc. 

However, the most objectionable use of the term religion is when 
applied to a decidedly modern political, social economic, or cultural 
movement, based on human thought and conscious endeavor to eman
cipate humanity from the thraldom of mysticism an<:I exploitation pf 
men by men sanctioned by the church as a divine institution . Expres
sions like "religion of Socialism" are not onlv as meaningless histor
ically and logically, as the expression "Christian Socialism;" they are 
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also calculated to confuse and mislead the unwary into the belief that 
there is something common between a thoroughly rational modern 
popular movement and the sickly mysticism of past ages. 

Religion spells death of Socialism, j ust as Socialism spells death 
to religion. The moment Socialism turns into a religion it loses all its 
vitalitv, all its progressiveness, it ossifies and turns into a superstition 
of fari'at ics, who never forget and never learn anything. Socialism is 
essentially, although not apparently, a Free-thought movement. The 
thinking Socialists are all Freethinkers. 

Religion adopts some distorted fragmentary elements of ethics 
into its mystical .fold. However, religion is not a rational ethical system 
of thought and sentiment. There is a great deal of ethical power 
behind art, Free-thought and Socialism. But it is obviously absurd to 
speak of art, Free-thought and Socialism as forms of religion. Let us 
distinguish between riv.ht ahd wrong terminology. Let us see our 
friends and enemies in their true light. Let us have courage to face 
issues and fight for what we consider as right fairly and squarely in 
the open. 

THE GRAVE-DIGGERS OF THE PAST AND THE BUILDERS 

OF THE FUTURE. 

Who made whom? 
Did deities create men, or did men create their deities? 
The ancient Greek philosopher Xenophanes said: "The mortals 

imagine that their deities possess their own outward appearance, dress, 
and language. The negroes worship black gods with flat noses; the 
Thracians, gods with blue eyes and reel hair. If the oxen and lions but 
had hands, they certainly would paint or chisel their deities according 
to their own image." 

According to Brann's Iconoclast, Paganism is the universal reli
gion. No race has ever been satisfied ·w·ith one god. There are and 
have been individual exceptions. Even Jesus told his disciples there 
were three gods. In every age and clime men have manufactured as 
many gods as happened to suit their fancy. God made one man, but 
man has made many gods. The manufacture of gods for countless 
ages, was the <;hie£ industry of the race. For them he waged most of 
the world's wars. Man has always clothed his gods with his own 
characteristics. The gods of the cruel are invariably cruet. The 
vindictive god exists in the minds of vindictive men. Srnall men have 
small gods. In other words, religion is nothing else than the humaniza
tion of Nature, the conception of all phenomena of matter in human 
terms, anthropomorphism. 

The inclination of the uncritical human mind to create gods 
according to the human image is not limited to outward appearance 
only. This inclination extends to embrace the entire field of psychic or 
soul life. The gods of cannibals are greedy to devour human flesh. 

22 

while the . 
a somewh 
people. 

The C 
thus portr 

·~:·. 

Hard and 
That have 
Won with 
Stained wi· 
Sordid brit 

Blurred wi 
Fouled wit 
Blackened 
Cankered 1 
Tainted wi 
Fetid with 

Accomplic( 
Joy of the 
Foe of tru· 
Pay of trai 
Dole of th 
Theft's ins 

Wage of t i 
P romot er · 
Hirer of s 
Spoi l of a 
Fee for th 
Guerdon o 

Salvage of 
The loss o 
Base suppc 
Maker of c 
Breeder of 
To the lus 
That hard< 

Despoiler 
Gold God 

Bow, 0 F 
"Beneath t 
This is ou: 

Down on t 
The food, 
Holds exi~ 
Gueflex, F 

His heave: 
His litany 
His license 
Bond, mor 
His tempi€ 
Discount, 
His priest! 



1e belief that 
:Jnal modern 

spells death 
t loses all its 
L supers ti ti on 
Socialism is 

·ement. The 

nts of ethics 
thical system 
;thical power 
sly absurd to 
gion. Let us 
: us see our 
lrage to face 
:I squarely in 

BUILDERS 

s? 
"The mortals 
arance, dress, 
it noses ; the 
and' lions but 
:ies according 

lniversal reli 
'here are and 
isciples there 
nufactured as 
one man, but 
for countless 
aged most of 
vith his own 
i' cruel. The 
1all men have 
:he humaniza
:ter in human 

create gods 
·d appearance 
. of psychic or 
human flesh, 

while the gods of peace-loving people are gentle and kind. Religion is 
a .somewhat poetic reflection of the character, life, and strife of a 

people. 

The God of America is the God of Gold. Capt. W. E. P. French 
thus portrays the charact.er of the Goel of Gold. 

~ ... 

Hard and yellow, heavy and cold, defiled by vices manifold, 
That have used it for lure and snare and price, 
Won with marked cards and with loaded dice; 
Stained with lewdness and women's shame, 
Sordid bribe for. a man 's fair name. 

Blurred with blood and with children's tears, 
Fouled with sweat through the toil-wrung years; 
Blackened with dust from the coal pit's mouth; 
Cankered with wrong-east, west, north, south; 
Tainted with shackle of serf and slave; 
Fetid with mould from the drunkard's grave. 

Accomplice of murder and crime's best tool, 
Joy of the miser and pride of the fool; 
Foe of truth and the lie's ally, 
Pay of traitor and thrice-damned spy; 
Dole of the spoiler to charity, 
Theft's insult to alms of humanity. 

Wage of the harlot, loot of the thief, 
Promoter of crimes that pass belief; 
Hirer of slanderer, forger, cheat, 
Spoil of a stab in the midnight street ; 
Fee for the unjust law's decree, 
Guerdon of fraud and hypocrisy. 

Salvage of wrecks on a sea of wrong, 
The loss of the weak, the gain of the strong. 
Base supporter of perjury, prop of false pride and ·luxury; 
Maker of envy, spites and spleen, .cre.ator of book and play ob-scene; 
Breeder of every breach of trust, pander to war and to fierce blood Jus t. 
To the lust of the eye and the lust of gold, 
That hardens men's hearts and turns them cold. 

Despoiler of labor, menace of life, 
Gold God of cruelty, hatred, stri fe. ... ~--~-··1·::--··J 
Bow, 0 Fool, as thou passeth by, This is the God we have set on high 
"Beneath the dome of the Union Sky." This is the thing: to which we pray, 
This is our Golden Calf today. This is the deity we obey. 

Down on thy knees to the dollar God, 11 e owns the water, the trees, the sod. 
The food, the clothing, the oil, the coal; owns thee, body, estate, and soul; 
Holds existence in deed of foe, controller of life and destiny. 
Gueflex, Fool, to the Gold of Pelf, Lord God of the Great I AM-Of Self. 

His heaven, wealth, financial loss, his hell, 
His litany a stock that's well, 
His license, interest; his book of prayer, 
Bond, mortgage, scrip, certificate and share,; 
His temple the exchange; his altar stones, 
Discount, collateral, secured call-loans; 
His priests are users; his creed "Combine." 
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His sacred symbol is the dollar sign; 
His bible, business, and his only son 
l s profit-cut of work by others done. 
His own commandment ''Do ~nd do thy worst, 
Less by ill chance thy neighbor do thee first. 
Prey without ceasing, honor, love forget, 
But take thy lawful pound of flesh for lawful debt. 
Steer close and shrewdly clear of prison gate 
And put an S in front of peculate; 
By trust and franchise mulct-let none go free, 
And worship thou none other god save me." 

-7"' .:;;;.,=,..,, 

Religions, as any other cycles of ideas, when once created by men, 

are bound to produce in their turn a retroactive influence on the human 

mind and activity. No earnest student of history will therefore ignore 

the religious factor as one of many others shaping the culture and 

civilization of nations and to some extent determining their destinies. 

The adherents of the materialistic conception of history will go a step 

further. They will maintain that there is a reciprocal relation between 

the philosophy of life, the religion of a people, and its social-economic 

life and activity. The religion of a slave cannot be the religion of a 

free man, and vice versa (if we mean by religion not a conglomeration 

of conventional fictions, but actual honest convictions). Determinists 

may say: "Tell me the religion of a man and I will tell you his social

economic status," or "Tell me the social-economic status of a man and 

I will tell you his religion !" Of course, there a re periods of transition 

in history, periods of decay of old growth of new social-economic 

institutions. During such periods religious views are in a more or less 

chaotic stage. Hypocrisy. and confusion in religious matters reign 

supreme, and skepticism is rampant. Religion even here reflects life. 

To study Christianity, the dominant religion of the dominant 

nations of the world, from the point of view of Materialism is certainly 

a very ambitious and tempting task. What was the main material cause 

of the miraculous success of the gospel of the humble Nazarene in the 

antique world? Why did not the teachings of the O ld Testament 

appeal to the early converts of Christianity? 
The predominant idea of the Old Testament was a somewhat 

crude conception of justice and retribution, an idea born in the mind 

of a semi-barbaric but free people. Jehovah is represented as a just 

although cruelly revengeful deity, as a vigorous, viril militant god. 

The conception of mercy plays a subordinate part in the ancient Hebrew 

religion. 
The old testament along with purely mythical elements contains 

a more or less complete legal and moral code calculated to build up 

the body politic and social-economic structure of a young nation of 

semi-barbaric nomads on an agriculture basis (see "The economics of 

Moses" in the current issue of the Arena). The religion of the ancient 

Hebrews was a living issue of a vigorous race. It was constructive and 

conserving although somewhat narrow and clannish. 
Christianity in its inception ·was but an adaptation of the ancient 

Hebrew creed to the Helleno-Romanic world of the age. Even the 

dogma of the Holy Trinity-this remarkable attempt to assume that 
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three is equal to one- was but a compromise between the strict mono
theism of the Semites and the polytheistic tendencies of the Greeks 
and Romans. 

Jesus of Nazareth lived in an epoch when the Hebrew nation lost 
its independence, being crushed by the iron ·hand of the Roman in
vaders. The Hebrew nation was demoralized by the enforced slavish 
submission to the superior physical force of the alien heathen con
querors. It was a dark epoch without any ray of hope for the restora
tion of independence. The nation's political life was at an end. The 
economic state was of course a direct counterpart of the political: the 
religious views of the Hebrews of the time of Jesus could not be the 
same as the religious views of the Hebrew of the time of Moses and 
the prophets. The virtues of a free man are the vices of a slave and 
vice versa. Indeed, meekness, non-resistence to evil , indifference to the 
physical well-being would be considered as vices by the primitive fol
lowers of "the Lord of Hosts." Justice was the essence of the moral
ity preached by the Old Testament; the gospel of a semi-barbaric but 
free nation full of animal spirits. Jes us of Nazareth was a child of his 
time. He preached mercy, meekness, non-resistance to evil, indifference 
to physical well-being, self-abnegation- the virtues of slavery. 

A healthy nation living with all the fibres of their body in constant 
communication with Nature has no inclination to indulge in the fanci
ful elaboration of a life after death. A slave, who is but a beast of 

·burden, will naturally cling to a faith in retribution in a future life, as 
a substitute for justice in this life. 

Moses was the prophet of Freedom. 
Jesus was the prophet of Slavery. 
(Moses and Jesus may never have existed, but they represent two 

principles cardinally opposed to each other.) 
.Tes us of Nazareth appealed to the lowest strata of the proletariat 

of the ancient world, to the "Lumpenproletariat." This proletariat 
were meek and lowly, they were callous to physical suffering. and 
neglected their bodies ; they were poor in spirit as well as materially; 
they did not resist evil, they wanted mercy from their oppressor. The 
very idea of justice was obscured in their minds bv their actual Jives. 
They were what they must have been under the existing- social
economic conditions,-slaves in body and slaves in m~nd, children of 
necessity and want. Jes us of Nazareth came to them not with a gos pet 
of protest against their cruel fate, not with a message of material sal
vation demanding. spiritual regeneration for the purpose of revolt 
ag-a inst the "overman" and his hateful yoke in the name of justice. 
Jesus taught slaves to look upon slavery as an ideal social-economic 
state. H e not only idealized slavery, but turned into virtues the neces
sities of slavery, the vices of slavery. He said to slaves, "Be slaves," 
to the meek and lowly, "Be meek and lowly;" to those who neglected 
their bodies, "Negle~t your bodies:" to the poor in soirit. "Be poor in 
spirit;" to those who cowardly relied on mercy. "Relv on mercy;" to 
those who did not dare resist evil, "Do not resist evil." 

T estts eliminated the remnants of dissatisfaction with the sad 
social-economic conditions in his disciples and followers by the strong 
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narcotics of a mystical and mythical life after physical death. His teachings were not conservative, .they were reactionary in the extreme .. He destroyed the very springs of life of his followers by imparting to 
them a disdain for life and its functions. Jes us resolved the human race into individuals even in his preachings of mystical salvation. T o 
the somewhat indefinite but pronounced consciousness of kind, or racecons'ciousness, of the prophets of the Old Testament, he opposed his 
purely individual ideals of personal mystical salvation. 

In modern terms we would call Jes us "a religious anarchist." The expression "Christian Socialism" so often· used by mystically in
clined collectivists is a contradiction in terms ( contradictio in adjecta) If Socialism means anything it means race-consciousness. If Christianity means anything it means the opposite of race-consciousness, i. e. 
Individualism, "self-consciousness," if you choose. If Socialism stands for anything, it stands for justice. If Christianity stands for anything, 
it stands for mercy. Christianity idealizes material wretchedness. So
cialism aims to eliminate wretchedness on earth. 

Count Leo Tolstoy was the only modern writer who had grasped 
the real essence of Christianity and had the courage and integrity to expound it as it is, as religious anarchism. 

If our conception of the spirit of Christ's teaching be true, the remarkable success of Christianity is easily explained. The "ragged 
proletariat" of the ancient world found in Christianity its idealization, its justification, its consolation, its philosophy of life. 

But why, then, did the ruling classes prosecute and persecute the 
early Christians with such relentless cruelty and persistence? The 
ruling classes were shrewd enough to sec in Christianity an anti-social movement, and were afraid of it as such. The "Overmen" were afraid 
that Christianity would demoralize the "Undermen" to such an extent 
as to make' them incapable or unwilling to work and slave. As soon as this fear proved to be groundless, as soon as it was proven that Christian slaves were better slaves than non-Christian ones, the ruling classes radically chang-ed their attitude towards t[.Je new religion. The 
"Overmen" were willing to show once in a while mercy to the "Under
men," who gave up the idea of fighting for the attainment of justice. The "Overmen" considered it a good bargain, and not only tolerated 
and p~tronize~ .the religion of their slaves-they went a step far ther, 
and with a gnm sense of humor, adopted Christianity themselves. 

The first Roman ruler who realized the utility of Christianity as an 
antidote to social-economic and political justice was Constantine the Great. Other mighty and petty rulers followed in his footsteps. Little ?Y .Ji~tle Christi~nity, co~t.rary to its origin~! spirit of pass ivity and merha, turned mto a m1htant church. Sub1ected nations were considered safe when they were either exterminated (as the American 
Indians for instance) or adopted Christianity. The Bible was carried 
on the edge of the sword into the land of heathens and its teachings were inoculated by bullets. · ' 

Christianity proved to be such a useful tool in the hands of the 
rulin~ classes ~hat it w.as t~rned into an institution auxiliary to the state. 
once m a while dommatmg the state. The institutional church was 
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grateful to the Overmen for their patronage and protection. Whenever 
and wherever a class of people forgot the teachings of Christianity to 
such an extent as to spurn "mercy" and demand Old Testament justice, 
the church was always on hand to help the oppressors against the 
oppressed, to emphasize its historic mission of material and spiritual 
enslavement of nations, "ad majorem <lei gloriam." The institutional 
church, wherever and whenever it had the power to do so, kept "the 
common people," the "Undermen," in a dense cloud of truly Egyptian 
darkness and superstitjon and oppressed the spiritual life like a night
mare. In the middJe ages the institutional church almost extinguished 
the light of Greek and Roman art, philosophy and literature. That 
these treasures were preserved for posterity we owe a debt of gratitude 
to the enlightened Arabs who ruled Spain during the so-called dark 
ages. Only as late as the fifteenth century, when Christianity started 
to lose its deadly grip on the mind of some great men, the renaissance, 
or revival of interest in the remnants of classic philosophy, art, and 
literature, was made possible and a humanitarian spirit animated some 
of the foremost thinkers of the age. And since then every success in 
the field of science and arts has had to be conquered from the institu
tional church· by dint of great sacrifices and heroic perseverance on the 
part of the pioneers of modern culture and civilization. 

The church was always with the oppressor and against the op
pressed. The church was with the feudal lords against their vassals; 
it was with the French autocracYi against the people in the great French 
revolution (with a fe.w notable exceptions). The position of the 
Church of England in respect to popular rights is known. Luther 
denounced the peasant riots of his time in the most violent terms. The 
attitude of the church in the United States towards abolition is also 
well known, and aroused the indignation even of such a deeply religious 
nature as the gentle Quaker poet . 

Just God--.and these are they 
Who minister at thine altar, God of Right; 
Men who their hands with prayer and blessings lay 

On Israel's Ark of light. 

What; preach and kidnap men? 
Give thanks-and rob their own afflicted poor? 
Talk of their glorious liberty, and then 

Bolt hard the captive's door? 

What; servants of thine own 
Merciful Son, who came to seek and save 
The homeless and the outcast-fettering down 

The tasked and plundered slave? 

Pilate and Herod, friends; 
Chief priests and rulers, as of old, combine; 
Just e>od and holy; is that church, which lends 

Strength to the spoiler, thine? 

Paid hypocrites, who turn 
Judgment aside, and rob the Holy Book 
Of those high words of truth which search an<l burn 

In warning and rebuke. 
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Feed fat, ye locusts, feed; 
And, in your tasselled pulpits, thank the Lord 
That, froi;i1 the toiling bondman's utter need, 

Ye pile your own full board. 

How long, 0 Lord; how long 
Shall such a priesthood barter truth away, 
An d in thy name, for robbery and wrong 

At thy own altars pray? 

Is not thy hand stretched forth , 
Visibly in the heavens, to awe and smite? 
Shall not the living God of all the earth, 

And heaven above do right? 

Woe, then, to all who grind 
Their brethren of a common Father down; 
To all who plunder from the immortal mind 

Its bright and glorious crown. 

Woe to the priesthood; woe 
To those whose hire is with the price of blood

Perverting, darkening, changing, as they go, 
The searching t ruths of God. 

Their glory and their might 
Shall perish; and their very names shall be 
Vile before all the people, in the light of a world's liberty. 

0, speed the moment on 
When wrong shall cease, and Liberty and Love 
And Truth and Right throughout the earth be known 
As in their home above. 

In Russia the orthodox-Greek church always was with the oppres~ 
sors and against the oppressed people. 

"But the last, the worst, the sum of Superstition, Fear and Ignor
ance, craft-crystalized in creed, Lo; the Orthodox-Greek Church, the 
Fiend's fruition Apotheosis of murder, lust and greed; in the blas
phemed names of Christ and Juda's daughter. 

From its House of God it sounded Mercy's knell; 
Bearing sacred ikons, but the mad mob slaughters. 
Lured to deeds that had shamed devils hot from hell." 

People do not realize as a rule the deep chasm dividing the philo
sophy preached (but seldom, if at all, practiced) , by the institu'tional 
church on one and nodern rational philosophy on the other. 

Here follow a few contrasts between the two just mentioned 
philosophies. 

The institutional church propounds the pessimistic theory of the 
"original sin," the fall of man, degeneration. 

Rational philosophy advances the optimistic theory of the ascent 
of men from brute creation through untold centuries to an ever higher and higher plane of existence. 

The institutional church pretends to despise the physical world 
and to profess contempt of the material needs of life. 
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Rational philosophy ignores any other but the material world and 
proclaims the material needs of life as per.fectly legitimate and basic 
of spiritual development. 

The institutional church hypnotizes the unthinking toiling masses 
of humanity with the powerful narcotics of empty promises of a topsy
turvy mythical life "in heaven" after physical death. 

Rational philosophy concerns itself only with the living. It teaches 
the toiling masses of humanity fo live and enjoy life, while they are 
among the living on earth. Rational philosophy relinquishes "the 
heaven" to angels and sparrows. · 

The institutional church preaches humility, self-effacement, mercy, 
charity, non-resistance to evil, all the virtues of slavery. 

Rational philosophy insists on human dignity, ·Self-assertion, jus
tice, active resistance to evil, all the virtues of free manhood. 

The institutional church turns men into lifeless toys in the hands 
of a capricious deity, a heavenly despot. 

Rational philosophy emancipates mankind once for all from the 
thraldom of superstitution and supernaturalism. It teaches men to be 
the masters of their own destinies. · 

The instititutional church teaches mystical salvation of individual 
souls. 

Rational philosophy aims at the redemption of the entire human 
race from material bondage. 

Christianity is mystical individualism, anarchism. 
Rational philosophy leads up to race-consciousness. 
This antithesis will suffice to explain the necessity of a Free

thought movement among civilized nations. 
The psychology of every progressive movement as a rule reveals 

three consecutive stages of development :-The first stage is purely 
emotional or sentimental (utopian) ; the second critical or analytical 
(scientific), and the third svnthetical or constructive (artistic) . 

When a certain physical or spiritual phenomenon of our environ
ment has outlived its utility-we begin to feel instinctively its heavy 
burden. We are against it without analyzing the reasons of our dis
satisfaction and unrest. Then comes a time when we start to analyze 
our feelings of dissatisfaction and unrest and try to find· their reason 
and causes. 

We then study carefully the phenomena we outgrew and dissect 
them with the weapons of our reason and knowledge. The analytical 
or critical stage prepares us for the task of impartially distinguishing 
between the useless and useful, the right and ·wrong, the false, the 
true, the sickly and sound, the accidental and essential in the phenome
non arousing our protest. Intelligent negation contains the germs of 
affirmation; absolute negation, negation without any elements of affirm
ation, is absurd. Indeed, determinism teaches, that all phenomena of 
life at one time or another must have had a justification-otherwise it 
could not have existed at all. Moreover, all phenomena of life are 
firmly linked together by an unbroken chain of causation, of cause and 
effect. Every error contains some grain of truth and every truth some 
seed of error. There is not and cannot be any absolute truth in the 

29 



relative world of ours. What was considered to be true yesterday may 
be proven to be wrong tomorrow. 

The constructive period of every progressive movement must 
take all these considerations in to account. 

The Free-Thought movement started with a purely emotional pro
test on the part of the intellectual strata of the middle class against 
the nightmare of the institutional church, that so heavily oppressed the 
human mind during the feudal ages. The Insti tutional Church, true to 
its policy of being always in alliance ·with the strong, tried to perpetuate 
feudalism, while the middle-class wanted to destroy feudalism. The 
natural trend of events lead to the development of critical or analytical 
Free-Thought. The Encyclopaedists and other intellectual sponsors of 
the great French revolution attacked the institutional church vigor
ously · with the weapons of reason and science. T he "decreeing away" 
of old religion and the "decreeing in" of a semi-rational new religion 
by the actors of the French revolution, grotesque and bizarre as it may 
appear on the surface, was a natural sequence of the overthrow of the 
"ancient regime" whose powerful and by no means disinterested sup
port the church was. 

The upper strata of the victorious middle class, the bourgeois, 
hastened to conclude a compact with the church, the former ally of its 
mortal foe,--of feudalism, in order to secure the spiritual and divine 
support of the church in keeping the proletariat- who by the way 
pulled the chestnuts of poli tical liberty out of the revolutionary fire for 
the same bourgeois,-in due control and subjection. 

The same phenomena are to be observed in the history of the 
United States. During the period 1638-1770 the sovereignty of the 
Ecclesiastics •was supreme and undisputed. The period of the revolu
tion 1770--1795 may be considered as the ebb-tide of religion. The 
period 1795-1800 may be justly called the Reign of Infidelity. The 
abolition movement and subsequent civil war marked another era of 
religious decline due no doubt to the pro-slavery tendencies of the 
institutional churc~. The growth and development of Capitalism in
duced the bourgeois to rally to the banner of the institutional church. 
9nly the intellectual_ lower strata of the middle class and especially the 
111tellectual proletanans, as far as they are actually class-conscious 
persist in their opposition to the Institutional Church. Indeed what i~ 
the attitude of the church in the United States towards political and 
economic corruption ? 

The Rev. Char~ es °[). ~illia.ms, .since 1893 dean of Trinity Cathe
dral, Cleveland, Oh10, 111 his article 111 the current issue of McClure's 
"The Final Test of Christianity," makes the following statements; ' 

"T~e ~·e'.igion of the past. spok~ its message of righteousness chiefly 
to the md.ividual, a~d. especially m terms of ecclesiastical properties 
and the mmor moralities of personal behavior. But there has come to 
the. i:nodern world a sudden and vast expansion of commercial and 
P?l.i tical development. And the old Christianity is confronted with con
d1t1ons for which she has no definite treatment. Her moral standards 
and he~ ethical systems a re not big .enough for the new life of the day. 
She faces vast fields of conduct which are to her unexplored territory. 
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"Ay, even go to the church and say : 'So and so is suspiciously 
heretical; he is not sound in his doctrine; he does not observe the 
properties of worship; he does not even go to church; above all he 
does not support the ecclesiastical institution and religious work, and 
they are inclined to excommunicate him. But tell to the church: 'So 
and so has made his vast wealth by flagrantly dishonest and oppressive 
methods,' and the church ·will shrug its shoulders in nine cases out of 
ten, saying, 'That is a secular affair with which we, as religious or 
Oiristian people have no concern. We are interested in how the rich 
man spends his money, not in how he makes it.' If only a man gives 
generously, the whole race of college presidents, charity workers, par
sons, and even bishops will run after him and canonize him." 

Concerning political corruption the same authority states: "But 
the church for the most part preserves a discreet silence. Her watch
men are 'dumb dogs that will not bark,' to use the language of the old 
prophet. They restrain their voices though the enemy marches with 
banners to assault the walls of the city of God. But we have no con
cern with either business or politics, that is, with ni1:ie-tenths of the 
lives of the people who sit before us Sunday after Sunday. And why? 
Because the church, too, has a disintegrated conscience. It is 'long' 
on piety and desperately 'short' on civic righteousness." 

An address that has been widely commented on in the East was 
that recently delivered before a mass meeting of printers in Philadel
phia by the Rev. Dr. E. A. Wasson. rector of St. Stephen's Protestant 
Episcopal Church, of Newark, N. T. Said Dr. Wasson in "Speaking of 
his own profession at the outset: "I don't believe that workingmen can 
ever expect much from us ministers as a class, for the reason that we 
are under the control of the class that is hostile to organized labor. 
The rich employing class control the preacher, either directly as mem
bers of his congregation-and not only the honest ones but all the 
biggest scamps of the country are active jn the church, and the likeliest 
place to find a big financial rogue of a Sunday morning is in church
or indirectly through their retainers in our churches, their lawyers, 
doctors, secretaries, employes, customers. associates. poor relations and 
hangers-on in general; or through the denomination under such finan
cial obligations to them that the ecclesiastical powers-that-be will ruth
lessly bar the objectionable preacher from promotion. 

"And since ministers are actuated bv the same motives as doctors. 
printers, lawyers, chauffeurs, hodcarriers. this last consideration is a 
powerful check on their better impulses. And then a whole lot of 
preachers don't know anything- of the labor question, since all their 
associations have been with a different class." 

Rev. Dr. \!\Tasson evidently does not have much faith in the frater
nal delegate scheme that has created more or less feel ing in 1abor circles, 
for he said: 

"This business of fraternal delegates from ministerial associations 
to labor organizations is a sop thrown to labor. It co~ts nothing to the 
ministry, since it does ·not range us against our masters, the employing 
class; nor does it give any real help to labor. And of course we should 
like to get laboring men back into the churches, since they would help 
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to fi ll the pews; for like business men, we hate to lose business. ~ut I 
advise you to have nothing to do with this fraternal . d~legat~ bu~mess. 
Here is a genuine test that you can put up to the 1111111sters m v1e.w .of 
the fact that every church in this city and in the country, ~~d societies 
like the Y. M. C. A. have printing to be done: 'Are you m1111sters! v.:ho 
profess so much interest in us, interested enough to have your pr~ntmg 
done in union shops? And if you a re, how many of you a re w1ll111g to 
exhibit the union label on it ? One union label is worth a hundred 
fraternal delegates. If you use the union label, yot~ don't need ~o assure 
us of your sympathy; for the union label does its . own talkmg. We 

. don't want mere talk, which is cheap; we want practical sympathy; and 
there is a simple, sure way of showini:; it.' " . . . 

Coming down to the leading issue 111 the present mdustnal 
struggle, the open and closed shop question, Dr. \Vasson struck h?me 
in a manner that is surely refreshing in this day of cant and hypocrisy: 

"Yet, how can we Episcopal ministers have the face to oppose the 
closed shop when the Episcopal ministry is the tig-htest kind of closed 
shop? Long years of preparation ar.e required; then careful ~xamina
tions before a man is admitted to the ministry. No suggestion here 
of th'e freedom of an American citizen to exercise his inalienable right 
to work where and as he pleases! And then, when we accept a call, 
see what we stipulate with our employer, the congregation, concerning 
our control of the 'shop' we are to run. Our control is supreme, and 
this is even embodied in the law of the church, since we will not run 
the chances that might come from individual contract. No inan can 
touch the organ withour our consent. No person can raise his voice in · 
song in the choir without our consent. No hymn can be sung, nor tune 
selected without our consent. We have olenary authority as to the kind 
of choir; we can overthrow the traditions of a generation in a day, 
if we wish; we can force an arrangement obnoxious to every member 
of our employer. the congregation. We determine the service, when 
it begins and ends, whom we will invite to assist us, and whom we will 
keep out. Moreover, we are not content with clo$ing the church build
ing, we close the whole neighborhood. No Episcopal minister can 
preach in a church of another denomination without asking the consent 
of the nearest Episcopal rector. And no Epi,-conal minister can even 
preach the gospel on the street corner in my neighborhood without first 
coming to me and getting my consent!" 

Talk about the closed shop! Here is another uoper cut: 
"And yet we ministers have the nerve to sav we don' t approve of 

the closed shop! We approve warmly enough of our own closed shop : 
and it is only the closed shop of the poor workinl!men that we oopose 
or question. And remember, too, that our contracts with our emoloyers 
are for life; and that when we are sick, we are not docked; and that a 
lot of us get fat vacations with full pav, while our employer pavs for 
our substitute. You printers ought to have entered the min istry, if vou 
were looking for the real thing in the way of ::t closed shoo. You work
ingmen will have to work out your own salvation. as you have thus 
far. The men of God won't helo YOU to anv extent: nor the lawvers : 
nor any other class. Through y.our own efforts, and the force of cir
cumstances, you have in the course of generations come up from 
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slavery and serfdom and peasanthood to your present level. And the 
sole instrument through which your progress has been effected has 
been the labor union in i ts earlier or later forms. And the sole bar rier 
today between you and a speedy relapse, as on a toboggan slide, to 
virtual slavery is the labor union." 

Speaking of what the unions have done and are doing, Rev. Was
son declared : 

"And look what it (the union) has done for society as well. I t 
bears the brunt of the warfare against child labor, and ·were it not for the 
labor uniori I do not believe there would today be a single scrap of child 
labor legislation the country over. Like Jesus, the labor has been the 
friend of the 'little children,' when church and state turned their backs 
on them. And sanitary conditions in factories, so far as they prev2il, 
the mitigation of the sweat-shop evil, the limitation of hours, the 
abolition of the company stores-all this has come from the labor 
unions." 

Turning to the present political agitation among the workers, the 
speaker gave out this wholesale advice in concluding: 

"And there is but one weapon of defense that vou can wield effect
ively. Organize ·with the rest of your class, politically, and go into 
politics. Government is an instrument of class, and always has been; 
and the only question is whether you shall control the government in 
your own interest, or government shall control you in somebody else's 
interest. When you foolishly leave it to your enemies to make and 
administer the laws, you reserve to yourselves only the right to obey 
the laws which your enemies have made to vour prejudice, or to break 
their laws; and if you break their laws, they will break you. Why 
should not the vast ·working class send their own ·members to congress 
and legislatures and fill every office in the land with workingmen from 
President down ? And elect or appoint judges that shall be accountable 
to them? 

"Remember, government is and always has been an instrument of 
class and always will be as long as classes exist." 

Another minister who deserves the highest praise for daring to 
dump dogmatism overboard when he discovered it to be out of harmony 
with modern social problems is the Rev. G. C. Porter , a Presbyterian 
clergyman of Nebraska. Mr. Porter ·went to the limit of sacrificing h is 
job rather than stultify his conscience by preachin2' what he did not 
believe, as the following letter to his congregation will show : 
"To the First Presbyterian Church of Laurel. Neb.: 

"I hereby tender mv resignation from the pastorate of the First 
P resbyterian church of Laurel, the resign~tion to take effect at the 
close of this month. Very briefly stated. I resign beciiuse I have become 
convinced that Christiani ty. as taught by Tesus. involves Socialism ( ?) , 
and second, because this view of Christianity is either unsupported or 
opposed by practically all whom I am supposed to renresent in a 
denominational pulpit. It is unfair to anv church to ask it to support 
an interoretation of the Master's teachings which it believes to be 
wrong. I cannot be true to myself and <lo any less than declare: 'The 
whole iCOtmsel of God' as I understand it. As a church you would 
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neither want me to stultify myself, nor to go qn preaching a view of 
Christianity to which practically all of your are opposed. With the best 
of feelings towards you, with deep appreciation of your kindness in 
speaking helpful words, in giving financial support, in doing personal 
work in and about the church, and at the same time with clear recogni
tion of this radical difference in view point, I have voluntarily brought 
this matter before the officers of this church. We can part as friends ; 
we can each go on working for the right as God gives us to see the 
right. But it would not be wise for us, even with the best of good will 
toward each other, to go on trying to work together when our inter
pretations of Christ's teachings are diametrically opposed in so far as 
those teachings apply to vital questions of the day. 

-"G. C. P orter." 
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MilwaU'kee church people, no less than the church people the country over, well deserve the ringing rebuke, given them by a notable member of their ranks at the St. James' Men's club a week ago. Mr. F. C. Morehouse is a leading churchman of the country. He is editor of the recognized paper of the Episcopal church in America, the Living Chu,rch, which makes his remarks all the more notable. 
"If a Socialist were to declare that the church was responsible for the poverty that exists in the world today," he said, "we would feel the thrust. Let us face the matter squarely, here by ourselves . The church is responsible for a large degree of the poverty that exists today because, through the centuries, it has been uplifting man, but has not removed the causes that ·worked to impoverish him. "I can feel for the man out on the street who hates the Christian religion. It is because he looks at us, and not at our master, that he feels this way. He hears us talk of the power of the church and then, looking at us, judges us by what we have done toward removing the causes of poverty. 
"If there is a spiritual power in the church that is worth anything, that power must go out to spiritualize· society. Are •we not paying too much attention to saving our own souls? Do you suppose saving your little soul means much to the universe? A thousand years from now who will know or care whether you saved your little old soul or not ?" 
Certain it is that when the modern successors to the apostles live in palaces on the chief boulevard, wh ile a stone's throw away their brothers of earth writhe in the most brutalizing poverty superinduced by a social system which the bishop or the archbishop stands sponsor for, the church must seem to the man in the street a mocking, ghastly echo of the ministry, of the Son of Man who had not where to lay his head! ' 
No, the church has not been meeting the causes that have worked to impoverish the working people, as Mr. Morehouse says. It has shirked that duty of the commonest humanity and eased its conscience by handing out doles, doles which degrade the giver as well as the receiver. 

· A ray of light comes from over the sea. Bishops and priests of Mr. Morehouse's church, in England, have been coming out fl~t-footed for Socialism for several years, pointing out that the social and industrial problem must be met without flinching. They have gotten over the superstitious idea that spirituality can only find lodgment among people who have not economic peace of mind. Just as Socialists have gotten over the old notion that their propaganda was only to be advanced by increasing misery among the masses. 
The church must take sides with the people-and not from ulterior motives, either. 
Responsibility for the notable absence of working men from the churches was placed with the employers of labor rather than with the 

35 



11 
I 

II 

laborino- men themselves in a special sermon to the congregation of 

mill ei:ployes by Rev. Llewellyn Brown in the Trinity Baptist church. 

A strenuous attack on the present day employers, charging them 

with mortgaging the souls of their workmen, and even foreclosing the 

mortgages, characterized the sermon. B.usiness ~ompeti.tion, result!ng 

in the overworking of employes to the rum of their physical well bemg 

and the neglect of their spiritual natures, was explained, and serious 

results predicted for the comini; i;eneration as the direct result. 

Employes of the Union and Empire RoFini; Mill companies made 

up the audience the announcement of the sermon having been made 

as an address to' federated labor. The address was based on the text, 

"What shall it profit a man if he i;ain the whole world and lose his 

own soul ?" In part the speaker said : 
"Business competition is directly responsible for the absence of 

working men from the church. Men are worn out durini; the week 

by the burden put upon them by their employers and are in no condi

tion often to leave their homes. Human beings were not made for 

the heavy work which is beini; put upon them. Employers are over

working their men and the next i;eneration will show it. 

"What about the thousands of white slaves in this country ·who 

are forced to work on Sundays? They cannot leave their work and 

live. It is not hard to forget God, when they face such conditions as 

these, and that they have souls to be cared for. 
"Thus employers not only demand powers of body beyond reason, 

but take a mortgage on the souls, and before many years pass this 

mortgage is foreclosed and man is spiritually dead throui;h soul 

atrophy. 
"My advice is for the fathers to give their boys' souls a chance 

by giving them work, even at a loss of high wages, in a place where 

their souls will have a chance to i;row. 
"A second reason for lack of workingmen in the churches is the 

migration of the churches. They are too apt to follow their richer 

members and move to more aristocratic neighborhoods. To reach the . 

workingmen the churches must stay in their vicinity. They should 

have attractive churches and good music. 
"There are also ethical grounds. W orkingmcn are made to feel 

that the rich are indifferent and that they are not wanted in the 

churches. They come to look upon the church as the rich man's palace 

car to heaven, with accommodations limited and seats reserved. 

"The cure is in the death of the caste spirit. Goel created the 

church as an ideal society, where all should stand on common i;round. 

This is not the condition now prevalent in the church, and it must be 

reached. A broader sympathy is also necessary. Simple proclama

tions of the gospel are the i;reatest leveler of human society." 

Why is it that the vast majority of American men docs not attend 

church? 
Rev. L. D. Woodruff, pastor of the East Madison Congregational 

church, asked the que_stion in a sermon preached by him. 

"Take the laborini; man for instance," said Rev. Mr. Woodruff. 

"Why does he not attend church? Briefly-because he is suspicious 
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Arraigned by its own ministers, the modern Christian church 
stood trial before the Cleveland and Medina Congregational associa
tion, meeting in convention at Medina and representing sixty-three 
churches of Cuyahoga, Lorain and Medina counties. As a vital social 
factor in modern life, the church is a failure. Such was the verdict. 

"Man's inhumanity to man, tolerated and abetted by the church," 
declared Rev. J. A. J ei1kins, pastor of the First Congregational church 
of this city, " is enough to make angels weep." 

"It is narrowness and bigotry to complain of social movements, 
originating outside the church, as antagonistic to the church," said 
Rev. H. M. Tenney, pastor of the Second Congregational church of 
Oberlin. "Religion is individualistic, it is true, but religion is also 
social. Social wrongs are fit problems for the church, why, for 
instance, disregard the exploitation of wage earners by capitalists?" 

"The pillars of the church-who are they? Men of so-called 
prominence- men out of sympathy with the workingman's life, its 
needs and its problems. For my part, if I were a •workingman and my 
children needed shoes and clothes and food, I, too, would be suspicious 
of an institution controlled by men themselves well fed, but deaf to the 
cry of masses underfed." 

"The church is largely a failure," Rev. Mr. Woodruff admitted. 
"And it is the church's own faul t," he added. "God, the Father, and 
man, the brother-here is the real essence of Christianity. The churches 
have surrounded this gospel with dogma and creed, but they have 
failed to send men out into the world, willing and capable of making 
it a real and social fact. 

"The modern Christian church is weak because too often money 
dominates the ministry, because it insists on orthodoxy, contending 
that doctrine once accepted is for all time, because it teaches that all 
biblical statements are equally true, forgetting that after all the Bible 
is a spiritual authority and not a treatise on science, because it is 
divided by sectarianism, a thing of straining parts instead of a _united_ 
whole." '1 i : , I ~I 

The addresses of both Rev. Mr . Jenkins and Rev. Mr. Tenney 
were received with enthusiastic approval. 

"The church must understand modern times, modern wrongs and 
the hopes of modern society," said l\fr. J en kins, speaking- on "What . 
Constitutes an Effective Church in Our Modern Life." 

The effectiveness of the church today must be estimated in terms 
of service. The effective church will not challenge the world with 
theological argument, cold authority or threats of punishment. 

"The church must make men love and trust it. The mig-htiest dis
appointments have come to men when, through the machinations of 
an unholy clergy the passion for God has been deba~ed to corrupt 
ends. The church should, indeed, embody in actual practice the highest 
conception of human brotherhood. . 

"Why does the modern church lag behind in reforms, the object 
of which is to assist God's poor? What excuse has the church for 

.37 



the subsidization of its institutions of learning? What is the j ustifica
tion of the church's retreat from the crowded tenement districts to the 
peaceful suburbs ? 

"What of some stone palaces for· the worship of the few clap
board missions for the many? What of the auction pews, literary 
ministers and empty missionary treasuries? The church of today 
fails to utter any certain sound on the labor struggle. It is silent on 
the subject of frenzied finance. It speaks not of the debaucheries of 
high society. War thrives and the church speaks no word of disap
proval. The 'spirituality' of the new church will be in touch with 
things as they are. It will vitalize economics, sociology, intellectual
ism, even wealth. And its ministry will cease to fear historic truths 
concerning the Bible, the church and the race. Service, not emotion, 
will become the test of the new spirituality." 

Such is the indictment of the church by prominent churchmen, Rev. 
Williams and others. They state the facts correctly but forget that 
the Christian ch.urch was from its very inception to the present day 
"long" on piety and desperately "short" on civic righteousness and 
will remain so till the last Christian expires or turns free-thinker. The 
institutional church never earnestly opposed the exploitation of men by 
men. The church was and is at present "in business"-an exploita
tion of human labor. Goethe was right when stating that the church 
always enjoyed a good digestive apparatus. 

Many other New York ministers have made statements of similar 
tenor which are, indeed, substantiated more or less definitely by the 
findings of the Rev. Dr. Walter Laidlaw, of the Federation 0£ 
Churches, who has made an extensive sociological and statistical study 
of church conditions in New York City. Dr. Laidlaw estimated that, 
in 1905, there were over a million ( 1,071,981) churchless Protestants 
in the city. By churchless Protestants are meant people whose ante
cedents were Protestants and who, if they become interested in relig
ious work 'Would naturally associate themselves with some Protes
tant. Dr. Laidlow shows, moreover, that the membership in Prot~s
tant churches, in spite of rapidly increasing, population, has barely 
held its own in Greater New York, while in Manhattan Island there' 
has been a natural loss of membership. In the first five years of this 
decade (1go1-19o6) the population of Manhattan Island increased 
by three hundred thousand, but the number of Protestant church 
buildings actually decreased by three, the Catholic churches i11creased 
by only five and the Jewish synagogues (buildings), in spite of the 
enormous Jewish immigration, by eighteen. The Roman Catholic 
church has felt a similar loss of power, not only in New York, but in 
other great American cities. Concerning this tendency we have the 
word of no less a personage than Archbishop Falconio, apostolic dele
gate from the pope, spoken at the first g.reat missionary conference 
of the Roman .Catholic Church in America, held last spring in Chicago. 
And the Roman Catholic Church is not more concerned than the 
Jev:, although the J~wish population of New York city is growing 
rapidly, the same disheartenment exists among Jewish leaders as 

· among Christians. The Jews, especially of the younger generation, 
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show a growing inclination to drift a·way from the synagogues and 
the teachings of their fathers. 

Not only have the working classes become alienated from the 
churches but a very large proportion of well-to-do men and women 
who belong to the so-called cultured class have lost touch with church 
work. Some retain a membership, but the church play.s no vital or 
important part in their lives. Thousands of men and women 
contribute to the support of the churches, yet allow no church duty 
to interfere with the work or pleasures of thei r daily lives. They 
are neither inspired nor commanded. And what is more, this indif
ferentism is by no means confined to the "wicked city," but prevails 
throughout the country-in small towns and villages. as well as in 
large cities. One of the most evident tendencies of Protestantism .. 
in New York City has been the movement of the churches up-town, 
or out of town. following the movement of the rich, or well-to-do, 
people. In fact, the Protestant churches for over a century have 
been in a constant condition of flight from the common people. 

Years ago, the up-town independent churches, which, of course. 
dominate their respective denominations in the city, began to feel that 
ordinary mission work was not enough. What was the trouble? This 
was a question familiarly asked in public and religious conferences. 
It was discussed with heat in religious journals-and vig:orously 
answered. n . i 

The first instinct of the rich , whether individuals or a church, 
when really troubled, is to give more mone:,•. Money to the rich, 
somehow, seems the universal explanation. 

"As I have gone among Protestant churches in New York. as I 
have studied their abundant literature, I have discovered both clergy
men and lay-workers in many cases devoting a very large part of 
their time, not to progressive religious work, but .to getting together 
huge sums of money. which, put out at interest. .will sunport the work 
of their churches. No longer able to command the enthusiastic alleg
iance and the willing offerings of the people, they resort to the ready 
alternative of interest-bearing stocks and bonds. . 

"Another expression of the same tendency is to be found in the 
upbuilding- of enormous and costiy churchu:, cathedrals an.J r, :m ,h 
houses. The new cathedral of St. John the Divine (Eoiscoo;.il ) is 
a notable example of what I mean. Set upon the top of a hill. five 
miles up the Hudson river from lower Manhattan Island, it is isolated 
in every possible way from the crowded centers of population. ,\ n 
er:.0rm0ns, pre1.<·nt;ous structure, it •will probably ccst, when corneleter~. 
over twenty million dollars. It has been constructed in imitation of 
the great cathedrals in Europe, but instead of being a people's church. 
paid for by the people and growing out of a passionate. religious and 
democratic impulse, as did those wonderful old cathedrals, this huge 
and costly temple, built by the subscriptions and bequests of rich men 
and rich churches, is indeed far removed from the spirit of the age. 
Says Paul Sabatier, of the middle-age cathedrals: 

"'The cathedrals were the lay churches of the thirteenth ·cen
tury. Built by the people, for the people, they were originally the 
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true common houses of old cities. Museums, granaries, chambers of 

commerce, halls of justice, depositories of archives, and even labor 

exchanges, they were all these at once.' 
"Nor is this movement toward great buildings confined to the 

Episcopal church. The Presbyterians have been trying to raise money 

to endow one of their churches ·in Fifth avenue as a sort of Presby~ 

terian cathedral, and some of the newer churches of othe r denomina

tions are of exceeding gorgeousness and costliness. 
"It has Jong been said, 'If we can only get the children we are 

all right,' but even the Sunday-school is now failing. 

"One is likely to form the hasty conclusion that because the 

Protestant churches are not reaching the people that therefore there 

are not enough churches-that more should be opened, that none 

should be closed; in short, the P rotestants are niggardly in their sup

port of churches. My own first impression. when I began my inquiry, 

was that New York was underchurched, but I soon came to the con

clusion that the city today is not only underchurched, but decidedly 

overch urched. 
"In one Protestant church on the East Side. one Sunday morning 

not long ago, I found just fourteen people in the audience, including 

myself. It was a good-sized church, heated for the occasion, with an 

organist and a choir, besides the clergyman who preached the sermon. 

One is almost driven to the conclusion sometimes that an endowment 

is the ·worst possible possession a church can have for it makes it 

unnecessary for the .church to report con~ tantly to the people, or to 

draw its life-blood from the people. There ha s been. indeed. no 

· lack of experimentation during the last ten or fifteen years among a 

g-rowing g roup of thoughtful progressives. Though it is difficult to 

break away from tradition, many Protestant churches have been doing 

it. It was a decided innovation when men like Rainsford, in the 

Episcopal Church, and Judson among the Baptists, added to their 

church work such accessories as carpenter shops, gymnasiums, baths· 

and parlors and organized all sorts of clubs and classes. It was surely 

a drastic and orig-inal step when men like Worcester in Boston, and 

Batten in New York, turned their attention to healing sick bodies .. as 

·well as sick souls. I have described the Emmanuel Movement in a 

former number of this magazine. In another ch urch , the Church of 

the Ascension, Mr. Irving, a Socialist. addresses a large audience 

every Sunday evening, and a Socialistic discussion is held afterward

surely, an unusual activity for the church. 
"When summed up, all these movements mean one thing: that the 

Protestant churches, having fled from the common people. a re trying 

various constructive measures for GETTING BACK TO THE COM

MON PEOPLE. They are trying new ways of serving- the peoole, 

whether with carpenter shops, baths, bodily healing or Socialistic dis

cussions. And all of them are full of significance. They are signs of 

that spirit of humili ty, that willingne~s to do service, which always 

accompanies the appearance of new truth. * * *" 

"I have heard many of the ablest and most conscientious clergy

men of our church confess with tears that they are doing this work 
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with a sense of despondency and humiliation because they do not feel 
that they are giving the people the best they have to g ive." 

"The Protestant churches, as churches, may be said, indeed, to· 
have no longer any very positive convictions or any very definite pro
gram. They no long.er believe their own creeds, and the old fervor 
of hostility, with which they becuclgelecl one another (a sign of life, 
at least), has departed. They no longer fight one another, neither do 
they unite; there is no fire to fuse them." 

"I have said that the Protestant churches have been withdraw
ing from the common people for a hundred years. To this end they 
have given much money ; it has not availed. 

"What, then, is the trouble? 
"The Archbishop of Canterbury said recently that he ·worked 

seventeen hours a day and had no time left to form an opinion as 
to the solution of the problem of the unemployed-. To which Keir 
Hardie replied that 'a religion which demands seventeen hours a clay 
for the organization and leaves nothing for a single thought about 
starving and despairing men, women and children, has no message for 
this age.' 

"Two remarkable reports have just been issued, one a study of 
workingmen's budgets in Xew York, by Prof. Robert Coit Chapin, 
- ~ ~eloit College; another a report of industrial conditions in the City 
of Pittsburg, by a staff of trained investigators. Both of these reports 
show conclusively that a very large number of the people in our great 
cities ARE CHRONICALLY OVERWORKED A s. D UNDERFED. 
Many of the families investigated for Professor Chapin's book had 
incomes so small that it is difficult to believe that human beings could 
exist on them without outside help. There was also a considerable 
percentage of actual underfeedin1'- cven among those of higher 
incomes. 

"And Dr. Edward T. Devine gives this summary of the findings 
(in part) of the Pittsburg survey which will apply with more or less 
force to conditions of the working class in all American cities : 

"'An altogether incredible amount of overwork by everybody, 
reaching its extreme in the twelve-hour shift for seven days in the 
steel mills and the railway switch yards. 

"'Low wages for the great majority of the laborers employed 
by the mills, so low as to be inadequate for the maintenance of a 
normal American standard living. 

" 'Still lower wages for women. 
"'An absentee capitalism, with bad effects strikingly analogous 

to those of absentee landlordism, of which Pittsburg furnishes note
worthy examples. 

"'THE DESTRUCTION OF FAMILY LIFE, not in any 
imaginary or mystical sense, but by the demands of the day's work 
and by the very demonstrable and material method of typhoid fever 
and industrial accidents, both preventable, but costing in single years 
in Pittsburg considerable more than a thousand lives and irretrievably 
shattering nearly as many homes.' 
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"At the same time that this condition exists among the ·working 

people WEALTH HAS BEEN INCREASING, the 'steel mag

nates,' the 'railroad kings,' the 'coal and oil barons,' have been grow

ing richer and richer. Along with the discomfort in the tenements 

have grown elaborate luxuries, elaborate amusements in the homes, 

hotels and clubs of the rich. NOR NEED WE GO TO ANY SO

CIALIST AGITATOR TO DRAW THE CONCLUSIONS; WE 

HA VE IT FROM SCIENTIFIC EXPERTS OF THE PITTS

BURG SURVEY in these words: 
" 'The contract, which does not become blurred by familiarity 

with detail, but, on the contrary, becomes more vivid as the outlines 

are filled in-the contrast between the PROSPERITY on the one 

hand, of the most p_rosperous of all the communities of our Western 

civilization, with its vast natural resources, the generous fostering ot 

government, the human energy, the technical development, the gigan

tic tonnage of the mines and mills, the enormous capital of which the 

bank balances afford an indication and, on the other hand, the 

NEGLECT OF LIFE, OF HEALTH, OF PHYSICAL VIGOR, 

even of the industrial efficiency of the individual. 

"'Certainly no community before in America or Europe has ever 

had such a surplus, and never before has a great community applied 

what it had so meagerly to the rational purposes of human life. Not by 

gifts of libraries, galleries,.technical schools and parks, but by the cessa

tion of toil one day in seven and sixteen hours in the twenty-four, by 

the increase of wages, by the sparing of lives, by the prevention of 

accidents and by raising the standard of domestic life, should the sur

plus come back to the people of the community in which it is created.' 

"This is the situation which the Protestant churches are facing. 

Many of the rich are in the churches; nearly all of the poor are out

side. The churches feel that somehow they must 'get back to the 

people.' But they have not yet touched the real problem. Here and 

there a man is crying in the wilderness, crying to the people who 

are spending their wealth, on themselves. The churches, as churches, 

have not waked up. They are still dallying ·with symptoms; offering 

classes and gymnasiums to people who are UNDERFED and UNDER

PAID; who live in miserable and unsanitary houses! They wonder 

why revivals of the sort of religion they preach do not attract the 

multitudes. They devote tremendous energy in attempting to sup

press vaudeville shows, while hundreds of thousands of women and 

children in New York are being degraded, body and soul by sense

less exploitation-TOO MUCH WORK, TOO Si\IALL' WAGES, 

POOR HOMES, NO AMUSEMENT. They help the poor child 

and give no thought to the causes which have made him poor. They 

have no vision of social justice; THEY HA VE NO MESSAGE FOR 

THE COMMON PEOPLE. They have no faith. And without such 

vision how shall they reach the hearts of men? Of what purpose is 

their passion for efficiency?' " 

. The church swallo_w~ t~1e fruits of toil of countless generations 

without any apparent mJunous effect on its digestive system. The 

church was always a parasitic institution and must naturally sympa-
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thize with the exploiting parasitic classes of society. The church was 
always with the strong against the weak. The church was with the 
feudal nobility against the struggling third estate in. France. As soon 
as the feudal nobility lost its power the church with truly Chris

tian forgiveness hastened to conclude an alliance 'with the victorious 
middle class and against the industrial proletariat. As soon as the 
preacher dares to champion openly the interests of the •workino- class 
he finds his pulpit too hot for him and he has to resign. The'"' prole
tarians, in their turn, feel the hostility of the chu rch and are gettino
rapidly "unchurched," if not Unchristian. Indeed, what has· Chris'=
tianity to offer to the modern proletariat? The wageworker of our 
time is not much interested in mystic individual salvation of his soul. 
What he wants is the material salvation of the producers l\vho make 
up the overwhelming majority of the human race. He wants to elim
inate social-economic parasitism by means of economic democracy. He 

wants to inaugurate social-economic justice here on earth by the means 
of co-operative common wealth. This is the religion of the modern 
industrial proletariat. It is desperately "short" on piety and "long" 
on civil righteousness. 

The claim of the Christian church to priority in the advocacy 
of charity, brotherhood of men and other altruistic virtues is untenable 
in view of historical facts. The religion of the Hindus. Chinese. Per
sians and Hebrews in the East, of the Greeks and Romans in the 

West, all preach altruistic virtues . 
Confucius, the great Chinese lawgiver, who flourished six hun

dred years before T esus Christ, said: "Act toward others as you wish 
them to act toward you. This is the foundation of all moral precepts." 

Another wise Chinese teacher, Vven~-Tse, who lived .~70 years 
before our era, called love the climax of perfection. Another great 

Chinese thinker, Lao-Tse, said, six centuries before Jesus: "Practice 
love and virtue toward all men." 

The sacred books of Zendavesta {the bible of the Parsi) teaches, 
"Be a well-wisher to all living- beings; help the poor and needy.'' 

The Greek Pittakos, one of the seven wise men of antiquity, said 
650 years before Christ Jesus, "Avoid doing thy neighbor what thou 
wouldst not like him to do thee." 

Aristoteles, born ~84 vears before Christ, said: "It is morally 

beautiful to do good to others." 
The father of history, Herodotus, 500 years before Christ, said: 

"Do not cure evil with evil." 
The great Hellenic tragedian. Sophocles (497 years before 

Christ), said : "To cause suffering in retaliation for caused suffering 

is not proper. I am here to love others.'' 
The Hindu prophet, Buddha (6oo years before Christ). orf'ached 

as follows: "Love thy neighbor as thyself, be jovful with the ioyous 
and sad with the sad. Be always good; never shirk thy duty." 

The great Roman orator, Cicero, said (60 years· before Christ): 

"Anyone hurting his neighbor acts against nature.'' 

The Roman thinker, Seneca (executed 7S years before Christ). 

said: "Consider that the man you call your slave is of the same seed 
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as you; that he breathes under the same skies, lives and dies as you." 

Such quotations could fill volumes. Those cited will suffice to 

prove the falseness of the claim of the institutional church to a monop

oly of moral teaching. August Bebe! ·was correct when stating, "The 

good possessed by Christianity docs not belong to it, and the bad we 

do not want." 
As thrifty merchants endeavor to advertise their wa res by skill

ful display, the institutional ch urch parades with the Golden Rule and 

the sermon on the mount, while the other teachings of the new testa

ment are passed by in silence. However, as a matter of fact these other 

teachings, practically nullify the effect of the sermon on the mount. 

Here follow a few selections taken from John E. Remsburg's 

book, "The Christ :" 
"Great stress is placed upon the moral teachings of Jes us. What 

did he teach? Did he advocate industry and frugality? 

"'Lay not up for yourself treasures upon earth.' (Matt. vi, 19.) 

" 'Take no thought for your life what ye shall eat or what ye shall 

drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on.' (25) 

"'Take therefore no thought for the morrow.'" (34.) 

What were the early 01ristians ? . 

They were Communists . 'They had all things common. * * * 
For as many as were possessors of land or houses sold them, and 

brought the price of the things that were sold, and laid them down at 

the apostles' feet; and distribution \\'as made unto every man according 

as he had need.' ( iv. 32-35.) 
Most Christians condemn Communism; but was the Communism 

of nineteen hundred years ago better than the Communism of today? 

To condemn Communism is to condemn primitive Christianity. Yet. 

Christians profess to abhor the Communistic ideas of modern teachers, 

while they worsJ1ip as a God the founder of this Comm unistic sect of 

Palestine. 
What did he teach respecting poverty and wealth ? 

"Blessed be ye poor." (Luke vi, 20.) 

"Woe unto you that are r ich." (24.) 

Poverty is a curse; wealth honestlv acquired and wisely used is a 

blessing. "The rich man's wealth is his strong city; the destruction 

of the poor is their poverty." (Prove rbs x, 15.) 

In the parable of the _Rich l\Ian and La.zarus, what befell the 

representatives of vagrancy and respectability ? 

"The beggar died, and ·was carried by the angels into Abraham's 

bosom." (Luke xvi, 22.) 
"The rich man also died, * * * and in hell he lifted up his 

eyes." (22, 23.)_ 

"See the red flames around him twine 

Who did in gold and purple shine! 
While round the saint so poor below, 

Full rivers of salvation flow. 
Jesus, My Lord, let me appear 
The meanest of thy creatures here." 
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