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2711 Avenue E,
Port Worth, (Texas.
March 28, 1929.

Capt. R. G. Carter,
Washington, B. C.
My dear Captain Carter:

Yours of March 18 received in due time. I am glad to know you are 
interested in the history ©f the Parker family of Texas. I am also glad 
that you are going to publish a book on your campaigns against the Indians 
in Taxas. Please place my name on your list for one of them and notify me 
when the work is out.

Yes, I knew of the tablet of The Mackenzie Trail at Spur. I have a 
picture of it, on page 489 of the September, 1928, number ©f Frontier 
Times, and of course noticed your name on it. That was a hot fight, and 
you were indeed lucky to escape death.

Referring to the Texas Parkers— did you notioe the errors in the 
April, 1929, number of the Frontier Times in a story written (or edited) 
by J. Marvin Hunter about ’’Uncle" Ben Bragoo? The principle errors referred 
to are on pp. 287 and 291. If you will check up on the dates you will see 
how "fishy" the story is. Drag©© says he was born in 1835, came to Texas 
in 1838, * * * moved to Titus county in 1839, and several years later 
moved to the vicinity of Parker's Fort, in what is now limestone county, 
and often played with Cynthia Ann Parker::.' Cynthia Ann Parker came to 
Texas with her parents in 1833. She was captured at the Parker's Fort 
massacre May 19, 1836. The records show that she came to Texas before 
Bragoo was born, therefore how could he have played with her? And about 
the Indian boy--the history of Quanah Parker is too well known to believe 
that part of the story.

In connection with the work we are doing (wife and I) on the history 
and genealogy of the Parker family we want to include all traditions and
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incidents concerning the Indian branch of the family, especially of Quanah 
and his Comanches. Couldn’t you give us a story or two about your campaigns 
against him, and what you learned of him during that time, and since? We 
certainly would appreciate it. I don't think it would interfere with the 
book you are going to print, as yours will n© doubt be out long before 
ours is ready for the press, being a genealogy of the family, as well as 
a history, and requiring more time t© get the family records complete.

Have you any reliable information as to the name of the Chief that 
Ross killed at the battle of Pease River? DeShields says in his book”Cynthia 
Ann Parker" that it was Peta Nocona (Cynthia Ann's husband) and in a letter 
from Ross to a friend (printed in a newspaper and clipped without preserving 
the place or date) Soss says the Chief he killed was Mohee. Quanah and other 
old Indians deny that it was Nocona that was killed. Do you knew who Noco- 
na's father was, and is there anything in the Indian Department or War De
partment files concerning0&isa rai^s^or rf I gh t s with the whites?

I have been hunting a vocabulary of the Comanche language,or dialect, 
but without success. Didn't the Comanches speak and understand a good deal
of Spanish?

AAny information you give us will be hi^ily appreciated, and due 
credit will be given you in our b©ok.

With best wishes, Yours Sincerely,

Joseph E. Taulman.



2711 Avenue S, 
Fort Worth, Texas. 
April 18, 1929.

Capt. R. G. Carter, U. S. A, ,
The Army and Navy Club,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Captain Carter:

Your letters of the 4th and 12th of April received, and were highly 
appreciated,

I also appreciate your efforts to get information for me about the 
Indian Parkers, and I also value and appreciate the advice of Gen. Hugh 
L. Scott as to a possible source of information on the ancestors of Peta 
Nocona.

I believe, as you do, that about the only way t© find who Peta 
Nocona*s father was (and other information about him) would be to get Mrs. 
Birdsong interested enough to go to see some of the oldest Comanches (and, 
perhaps, Kiowas) and talk with them. I think for the sake of history 
(to say nothing of my personal interest) this ought t© be done before those 
old Indians die off. If it is done, however, somebody other than myself 
will have t© do it, and the incentive will have to be something stronger 
than family history, for I am inclined to believe that she is not inter
ested in the family of her white relatives enough to give out anything 
for publication. She may be intending to print a book herself, and she may 
be favoring one or more writers that I have heard of in her vicinity, and 
is possibly withholding information on their account. This is just a sur
mise; I do not know what is wrong. She won't let the mission preacher give 
any information. I have written her several times within the last fifteen 
years, and received, I think, tw© letters from her— one years ago, and the
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last one two or three years ago. She didn’t answer any questions I asked, 
hut asked some herself, especially about a grant of land that her grand
mother, Cynthia Ann Parkerc was supposed to have received from the State 
of Texas directly after her recapture. I wrote to Austin about it, and the 
Comptroller told me that the Patent was never perfected on account of the 
Civil war breaking out at that time.

I would certainly appreciate it if you can get in touch with her and 
get her interested. I think her address is Cache, Okla. Baldwin Parker, a 
son of Quanah, and a half brother to Mrs. Birdsong, has visited the Parkers 
here and in East Texas and seems willing to answer questions, but does not 
volunteer much information about his folks. His address is Indiahema, Okla. 
He might find out something from the |>ld Indians.

I have several Government publications ©n Indians (several books by 
Powell), and Catlin's ’’American Indians," but have not found what I want, 
though I have not yet finished reading them through "from kiver to kiver."

I think I clipped and saved your story as it was printed in the Star- 
Telegram, but I cannot find it at this time among my stuff. If you have an 
extra copy of "The Tragedies of Canon Blanco" that you would sell, I would 
like to buy it. I would like, also, to get a copy of "Star, the Story of 
An Indian Pony" if you can tell me where I can get one. Can you give me 
the address of Mrs. Porrestine (Cooper) Hooker2

Referring to my request in a previous letter for a story or two about 
your fights with Quanah Parker, for my Parker book, if you feel inclined to 
favor me with them at some time when it is convenient I would appreciate
them
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Sunday (April 21) will be the anniversary of the battle of San Jaointo 
and the Daughters of the Republic of Texas are making great preparations 
to celebrate it during the week. And the 19th ©f next month will be the 
anniversary of the massacre at Parker's Port and the capture of Cynthia 
Ann Parker.

The bluebonnet season is here again, and the hillsides and prairies 
are blue with them— a beautiful sight.

I am indeed sorry to hear of your eye trouble, and hope that the 
operation benefited you very much.

With best wishes for your rapid recovery, I am
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24 February, 1930

Mr. Joseph E. Tan1man, 
2711 Avenue E,
Fort V/orth, Texas.

Dear Sir:

In reply to your letter of February 10, I will say 
that I have succeeded in obtaining a partial history of old 
Camp Cooper and its commanders, it was established in and
surrendered by Gen. TwiggB in February 18, 1861. I cannot say as 
to the character of the buildings, but as our command of the 4th 
Cavalry rendezvoused there in Sept, 1871 - after our expedition 
to the headwaters of the North Fork of the Hed River and to the 
Sweetwater from May until September against Kicking Bird's band 
of Kiowas - for a second campaign to the Texas Panhandle and 
"Staked Plains" against Quanah Parker's Cotnanches - and the old 
post was then in ruins, I should say that a few of the quarters 
were adobe, the balance picket huts. There was then no two story 
building where Cynthia Ann Parker had ever been kept a prisoner 
after her recapture by "Sul" Ross in 1860, and I think you can 
well dismiss from yoxir mind that she was ever held or treated as 
a prisoner, although doubtless she was watched pretty closely for 
sometime as she evidently was dissatisfied with her life and planned 
to exoape if an opportunity afforded itself. It was a military 
post as well as the reservation for the Southern Comanohee and it 
had a number of commanding officers. Among the officers stationed 
there were Gen. Robt. E. Lee, Gen. Geo. H. Thomas, Lieut. Van Dorn 
(later a General C.S.A.), Lieut. Van Camp and Capt. Evans. Van Camp 
was killed in the fight with Iron Jacket at the Bichita Mountains 
battle in 1858, Gen. Thomas was wounded; also Fitzhugh Lee and 
Earl Van Dorn and Jas. Oakes.

General Thomas - in 1858 a major - moved the Comanches 
from their two reservations - one near old Fort Belknap and the 
other at Camp Cooper - to Fort Cobb in 1858 with a command of 
cavalry and infantry, a company of Rangers following to pick up 
stragglers, horse thieves, etc. Captain N. G. ("Shanks") Evans 
of the 2nd Cavalry was in command of Camp Cooper when Ross, who 
hade been commissioned a Captain of Rangers, started out against 
Peta Nocona's band of Hua-ha-das. He was ordered to rendezvous 
at old Fort Belknap on the Brazos (I have been there several times,). 
He took but 40 men. Evans furnished him with 20 dragoons under an 
old Irish Sergeant (I eannot now recall his name), Ross' force 
was increased.by some 70 volunteer citizens under Capt. Jack Cureton, 
but Ross rode so fast that Cureton never caught up.
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The action took place at the mouth of Mud Creek, a small 
tributary of Pease River emptying into Red River near the present 
town of Vernon. You are undoubtedly familiar with the details of 
the fight and the recapture of Cynthia Ann Parker, so I will not 
recast'it. Pets Nocona was not killed and her two boys (Quanah 
and Peanuts) were not in the fight. It was a sub-chief who was 
killed. She was taken in to Camp Cooper and turned over to Mrs. 
Bvans. She and the other ladies washed her up, dressed her and 
treated her with the utmost consideration and kindness. Her uncle, 
Isaac Parker, who lived near Weatherford,was sent for and not only 
completely identified her but by repeating her name to her caused 
her to recall her own language and to talk. She was then in her, 
34th year. She was taken to Austin and to the Capitol where she 
thought the gathering was for the purpose of killing her. at 
Port Worth in 1862 her daguerrotype was*taken by A. P. Corning. 
Many photo copies have been made from it and reproduced In maga
zines and papers.

Ouanah, her son, the half-breed chief, always said he 
was born in 1854. a little figuring will show you that this is 
not correct. When I had my fight with him on Oct. 10,1871, he 
was a man grown, as old as myself,and leading a large band of 
Indians, and I" was born in 1845. That was the year in which 
he (d. ) was b o m  and I think that In the many stories printed 
about him the figures 4 and 5 have got reversed. No boy of 17 
led the band that morning. I was £5. I presume you know that 
in 1885 after going to the Worlds Pair in New Orleans he was found 
nearly dead in the Pickwick Hotel at Port Worth with the jms blown 
out. Yellow Bear, his companion, was dead.

I have never heard from the Indian agent at itnadarko,
Mr. Buntin'. I asked him to question some of the old Comonches 
as to tribal traditions, with the hope of learning the name of 
Peta Nocona’s father. Quanah means "flower” and Charles Goodnight 
stated that Uuanah told him that henfes born on the prairie in a 
bed of flowers. I have never heard of the play you re^er to or 
of any unkind treatment of Cynthia Ann Parker after her recapture.

You ask me about the record of Capt. Avans and if a,ny 
of his family are still living, etc. He was appointed to the U.8. 
Military Academy from South Carolina in 1844» Graduated in 1848 
as a Brevet 2nd Lieut. 1st dragoons. He served at many posts, - 
Fort Leavenworth, Kan*, in Hew Mexico, etc* (long record), scouting 
against Apaches. 1st Lieut. 2nd Cav., Mar. 5, 1855. A t ?+??« 
Cooper, 1856-1858. Capt. 2nd Cav., May 1, 1856. at tne battle 
near Wichita village, Oct. 1, 1858, he killed two ComanchesiIron 
Jacket’s band) in personal combat. Camp Radzramski, ±ex., 1858-9. 
Ringgold Barracks, Tex., 1860. Camp Cooper 1860-81. Post surrender
ed by Gen. Twiggs Peb. 17, 1861. Resigned Peb. 27, 1861. Joined



in the rebellion of 1861 against the United States« Teacher, 
Midway, 3ullock Co., Ala., 1866-68. Died, Nov. SO, 1868, at 
Midway, Ala. Aged 45. No further record. No trace of his 
descendants.

¡/¿>

In answer to your questions: The Indian squaws almost
invariably fought with the warriors and that is why so many of 
them were killed in our fights with the various bands. They 
did not always accompany them on their raids after horses. They 
always performed all the acts of horrible and unspeakable mutila 
tions. When we held squaws as prisoners they were treated with 
the greatest consideration and kindness.
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Forts Griffin and Richardson were not built until 
1866 and 1867, long after Gamp Cooper was established, and were 

i abandoned about 1879 *o 1881 or 1885. The garrisons atthe ,
; latter posts were the 9£h and 10th Cavalry (colored). 
a X w  //W

I do not understand that Cynthia ann was confined 
as a prisoner, but was free to do as she pleased, simply care
fully* watched in an effort to restore her to a normal condition 
where she would not care to leave her uncle and return to her 
wild state. The fact that he took her to Weatherford, Austin 
and Fort Worth proves that she was in no way confined or treat
ed as a prisoner. The new life did not agree with her and her 
separation from Nocona, her two boys and the death of her bafty,• 
Prairie Blower, was a strain she could not bear and she simply 
pined away and died in 1864. Of course you know that ^uanah 
after many years of delay removed her body to Cache and he is 
bixried beside her there with monuments placed by the Government 
over both, costing fl,000 (over luanah) and $1,600 over her.

Vary truly yoiirs.

R. G. Carter, 
Captain, U.8.A., Ret



8 April, 1929.
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Mr. John Buntin, Indian Agent, 
Anadarko,
Oklahoma*

Bear Sir:

General Hugh L* Scott has referred me to you for 
some information which he thinks it might be possible for you 
to give me.

A Mr. Taulman of Fort Worth, Texas, is preparing a 
history of the Barker family. On October 10, 1871, I had a 
fight at the mouth of .Canon Blanco with puan&h Parker, son of 
Cynthia Aim Parker,, who, when a girl of 9 years of age, was 
captured at Parker’s Fort near what is now Groesbeck, lime
stone County, Texas. Che was recaptured in 1860 in a fight 
with Captain MSui" Ho b s ’ rangers on Pease River. Hoes sub
sequently became governor of Texas. It was supposed that 
Ross killed Petti Kdooiia» chief of the kua-ha-da Comanche a dur
ing that fight. ¿11 of the histories of Texas state this.
It was, however, discovered many years later that he killed a 
sub-chief and not Hucona.

Mr, Taulman is anxious to know who Beta Haeone's 
father was, and wished me to obtain this information from 
the Indian Bureau or the Aar Department. Neither General 
Scott nor myself believe that they know any more about it 
than he or I do, but he believes you might get this informa
tion possibly from some of the old men (Coraanches) who are 
now in your charge, going back to the stories and traditions 
in the tribe, or that Mrs. Birdsong, -.¿uanah Parker’s daughter, 
might have had it handed down to her.

' So I have ventured to write you for any information 
on the subject that you may be able to secure, and I will be 
very thankful for the same*

Very truly yours,

R. G, Carter, 
Captain, USA, Ret.


