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Captain R* G* Garter 
U. S* Army Retired 
The Army and Navy Club 
Washington, 0. 0.

Dear Captain Carter:-
We have waited to receive the Tablet Inscrip 

tion before replying to your good letter of the 17th inst, and it has just 
arrived* This whole incident, your letter, the tablet inscription, and the 
story connected with it is of peculiar interest, and it is most regrettable 
that more of such incidents of great historical value cannot be brought to 
light and the present generation made acquainted with the true facts regar
ding them*

Since I have been engaged in this work, in an effort to help 
bring about better pension laws in favor of the old Army of the plains, I 
have become acquainted with quite a few "would be" literary folks, who have 
in some instances oalled on me to discuss certain historical phases of the 
work of Winners of the West, and others have written to me on the subject*

Your reference to the "Staked Plains" reminds me of a recent telephone 
call from a lady who is somewhat of a writer, and whose sister is a writer 
on the Kansas City Star and is Librarian in charge of an immense library 
maintained by the Star*

This lady in her telephone call remarked constant 
reference to the "Staked Plains" in various letters from surviving veterans 
of Indian Wars published in Winners of the West, and stated, " Do you know 
Mr Webb, we have been reliably informed that therewxs no such thing as the 
Staked Plains, aotually in existance* Its simply an old myth, like many others, 
that has appeared in fiction so frequently that it is now considered by many 
to have been a fact"*

This is a fair sample of the abject ignorance of the 
general public with reference to the real physical facts of the "great Amer 
ican Desert" as known to the Regular Army of the U. S. A* and to a few of 
the hardy pioneers of those early days*

I regret exceedingly that I am unable to have a correspondent in Washing
ton D* 0. who would have the time and ability to search the records no doubt 
preserved there and accessible to one who knew how to look for them, that 
would bring out these historical incidents and publish them*
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Then again, my space to devote to that work is so little, as compared, 

to the amount of material that could, he produced, that after all perhaps it 
is safer to do as I am now doing, allow the old hoys their last chance to say 
in their own simple way, their visions and dreams of the old Army life*

Our work keeps up wonderfully well considering the little we are really 
ahle to give and do, and the present prospects are for an increase of interest 
rather than any reduction®

In regard to the Tablet, I shall siihmit it at once to an engraver and see 
if a good cut can he made of it for reproduction in our paper for July, along 
with your story of the campaign, and all of the surrounding incidents*

I am very sure it will he very welcme to many of the old hoys who were 
familiar with many of the incidents you refer to hy a first hand experience, 
and we will he glad to supply everything within our power to help the interest 
along*

Thank you very much indeed for your remittance, hoth for suhscrip 
tion and all additional* Every dollar thus received enables us to increase 
our service to those who are interested in this work, and also in very many 
instances to give specific relief where needed. We have great opportunity 
for service, almost unlimited in scope and quantity and greatly needed*

The most satisfactory feature of this entire work which has now heen 
in force for more than five years is the fact that it has heen entirely finan
ced hy those who have heen iterested in it. Also, this matter of finance has 
come from less than fifty per cent of those who have heen directly henefittecL 
through the work thus financed*

To our way of thinking, this is a credit to the surviving members of the 
old Army of the plains,whidh shows that they have heen far more worthy of con 
sideration at the hands of the public in general and the Government in partio 
ular than has generally heen conceded*

Thanking you for giving us this opportunity to give publicity to this 
incident, and for your own personal help in our cause, and, for the kind words 
you have heen pleased to add in our own personal behalf, I beg to remain,

Sincerely and respectfully yours,

A
x e x y  ttxiuL re& jJ  c u  u i uxJLjr y u u i  a  *
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Ool 8. G. Garter 
U. S. Army Retired 
"The Sherwood"
Portland, Maine.

Dear Colonel Garter
Your postal card is just to hand and we 

were glad to receive it so we could send you some extra copies of our July 
issue of Winners of the West which was very late in coming out owing to our 
printer feeing tied up with an enormous jofe of Primary Election printing which 
was very viluafele to him and therefore we could not do other than to give way 
under such circumstances.

In regard to the Tafelet, we were unafele to have a cut made of it, for 
our engravers here wanted to hold me up to such an enormous cost that I could 
not afford to have it done. So I did the next feest thing, had it set in
large type with a feorder around it. It does not look quite as good as if 
it had feeen made into a plate feut we hope it will at least answer the purpose 
to some extent of satisfaction.

We enclose herewith one copy, and are sending you twelve extra copies in
three envelopes of four copies in each to this same address. We hope they
will reach you in due time and will prove of interest to you.

Thanking you for all your favors, I feeg to remain,
Sincerely and respectfully yours,
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Capt. R. G. Carter 
U. S. Army Retired 
Army & Navy Club 
Wasiiington, D. C.

Dear Capt. Carter:

We have your good letter of December 7th and greatly appreciate 
its friendly sentiments. We are honestly endeavoring to benefit the sur
viving veterans of the old Army of the Plains and their dependents.

In this work we have enjoyed the confidence and support of a 
very large porpoftion of those in whose behalf we have been laboring. It 
has been especially gratifying to us to have had the encouragement and 
support of so many of the Retired Army officers who served on the Plains 
in the dg/ys when these men who are associated with me were common soldiers, 
under them.

Our officers who shared the strenuous hardships of the Plains 
came closer to us as a rule and became more sympathetic because of these 
conditions shared by both enlisted men and officers.

I had been in miserable health for several years previous to the 
time when I began this work and had practically retired thinking my working ' 
days were about over.

It has been almost miraculous, therefore, that my wife and I 
have been able to cover so much work which has required the closest possible 
application during the last five years.

The December issue of Winners of the West will begin the sixth 
year of the publication of that paper and there has been no cessation what
ever of the demands made upon our time and sympathies of those who appeal 
to us for help.

A great many of them have no pensionable standing in law at 
leasttso that we are unable to do more than sympathize with them. Those 
who have a right to pension under any known law we are glad to be of ser
vice too.
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In all of the years I have been a duly authorized pension agent 
I have never claimed a fee from any applicant.

I note your request to publish the notice of the map of Texas, 
Oklahoma, Kansas, New Mexico and Northern Mexico which I shall be glad 
to include in the ¡December issue of Winners of the West.

Thanking you for your good letter and for your kindly assistance 
m  our work, 1 remain with sincere regards.

GWW.-JML

Very respectfully yours,
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ST. JOSEPH, MO. January 7, 1931.
Captain R. G. Carter,
U.S. Array Retired,
Army and Navy Club,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Captain Carter:
We are sincerely grateful to you for your liberal de

posit---to your subscription account, and your wonderfully encouraging
letter.

We have quite a number of the old time Indian War 
Army officers on our subscription lists, and much of the success attained 
has been due to their wise counsels and unstinted commendation and encour
agement .

One of the late day Indian War officers has recently 
been elected as the Representative in Congress from his district in the 
State of Oregon. I refer to General Charles H. Martin of Portland.

The Commander of our Camp at Portland is also a 
retired Indian War officer, Col. W. H. C. Bowen. Also our State Commaader 
for the State of Washington is Col. John R. Dean.

Office of

Qeo. TU. TUebb
Chief of Staff 
P. O. Box 262 
St. Joseph, Missouri

My own Company and Regimental Commanders of the 3rd 
U. S. Infantry are all gone. Colonels Jones, and Brooke, Captain Jacob 
F. Kent, Lieutenants Hanna and Roe.

In all of my work of over eight years in this parti
cular line I have found but one Veteran who was known to me to be a member 
of my Company during my service.

He is nearly 80 years of age, blind and quite helpless. 
He lives down in Louisana right where he was discharged when our regiment 
was sent from Colorado to New Orleans one account of the Kellog riots during 
General Grant*s Administration.

This red headed Irishman, Shaughnessey, married the
widow of a Confederate Army Surgeon, and has several fine children 
and grand-children. »
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He was court-marshalled, and sentenced to the Guard 
House for six months for marrying without leave.

He served his sentence expiration, and then established a home, an 
since. à and his enlistment to its has remained there ever

He writes me that he has found the graves of seven 
members of our Company who diedthere of yellow fever and are buried to
gether in the Coushattu Cemetery.

We hope to secure the erection of tombstones for 
each of them through the office of the Quartermaster General of the 
Array.

Our greatest difficultywill be to procure the 
base for each stone and have the stones set in place, as the graves are 
not in a Military Cemetery., I think we can accomplish it, however.

Again thanking you and wishing you all of the 
compliments of the season, I remain

Sincerely and respectfully yours,

Geo. W. Webb, 
Chief of Staff.

GWW:FR



17 July, 1928,

Mr, Geo. W. Webb, Commander-in-Chief, 
National Indian War Veterans of the U.S.a *

Comrade Webb:

I am enclosing to you this day under separate cover 
a very intoresting bit of Indian War history intimately connect
ed with the operations of the fourth 17,S,Cavalry during the 
years 1870 to 1875, over a large portion of West and Northwest 
Texas, including the "Staked Plains" and the Texas "Panhandle".

In September 1926 I received a letter from a Mr, C.A* 
Jones - with Swenson Sons, 61 Broadway, New York City, sent me 
through a friend of his, an ex-member of Congress from North 
Carolina* Mr. Jones is connected with an extensive land develop
ment company in the Texas Panhandle, formerly a large cattle 
ranch, of which his son, C. A. Jones, jr,, is now the manager.

This tract comprises 675 square miles on and about 
what is now on the maps as the town of Spur in Dickens County.
It is called the "Spur Haneh" and is on the Wichita Valley 
Hailroad, wotfchwaet of Wichita Palls, and covers much of the 
area included in our Indian operations during the period referr
ed to. It has townships, churches, schools, hotels, ranch 
houses, oil wells, and cotton, alfalfa, cereals, fruits, cattle, 
horses, hogs; in fact nearly everything is raised there under 
an economic system of irrigation, where over 50 years ago there 
was not a human habitation within 150 miles; Port Griffin, 150 
miles distant, was the nearest military post. An illustrated 
booklet shows an almost amazing transformation.

Mr. Jones is also connected with this same company, 
Swenson Sons, in the great sulphur works at Freeport, Texas, 
one of the largest sulphur plants in the world.

He wrote that it was his "thought" to place some kind 
of a suitable memorial at Spur on what has been known in Texas 
almost as familiarly as the Clark and Lewis Explorations, as 
"The Mackenzie Trail", and on reading my latest published book 
"The Old Sergeant's Story", he felt quite sure that I could 
give him the necessary information regarding the localities in 
and about this great ranch. Canons Blanco, Tula, Palo Duro,



Boehm’s, etc, and the hills, valleys, mountain peaks, streams, 
etc,, - as would give him material for the legend which he 
proposed placing on the memorial; especially, "Soldier's Mound", 
which was our supply camp 1874-1075, and was known as "Anderson* 
Fort" - named after Major Thomas Anderson, Tenth U.8,infantry, 
and later a Major General,who commanded the Infantry guard at 
this camp, from which we packed our mules for the many scouts 
and punitive expeditions in search of the wily savage foe. It 
was a wild country and only Indians, buffalo, wolves, jack 
rabbits, prairie dogs, rattlesnakes, were in existence there 
at that period. All this information I gave Mr, Jones,

After many delays, illness, etc, intervening, this 
memorial - voluntarily offered by its generous donor as a 
belated testimonial to the old Indian fighters who did so much 
to open up that country to settlement - has become an accomp
lished fact and, as seen by the enclosed photographic copy, 
ie in the form of a bronze tablet, cast in Los Angeles, Calif,, 
5>0,! x 30", it was placed in May 1928 over the fireplace in 
a handsome hotel of the Spanish style of architecture, called 
"Spur Inn" and which is built directly on our trail - "The 
Mackenzie Trail", which we made and used in 1871-2-4 and 1875, 
The actions which took place on or near the Spur Bauch are 
given on the tablet,

I am nearly 83 years of age; served as the youngest of 
four brothers during the Civil Jar, After graduating at the 
U. S, Military Academy in 1870 I served on the Texas border,
I was Field Adjutant on Gen* Mackenzie's first Indian Campaign 
in 1871 and was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for 
action with Comanche Indians at the mouth of Canon Blanco, 
October 10, 1871, in which I received an almost fatal injury, 
which proved to be permanent, resulting in my early retirement.

I thought that this matter ought to go on record and 
that your valuable little paper would prove to be the most 
direct medium for conveying these facts to most, if not all, of 
the surviving soldiers of the old Fourth Cavalry and the Tenth 
and Eleventh U. S, Infantry, so that after the lapse of more 
than 50 years their gallant services in that once wild, remote 
section of the "Staked Plains" of Texas, had, at last, been 
recognized and thamr hard work, dangers, hardships and almost 
unparalleled sacrifices in ridding West Texas of those murderous 
bands of savages and in advancing this almost astounding era 
of civilization in that Panhandle desert to a point where the



settler could drive his stake, had now been most gratefully 
appreciated by that hardy band of pioneers represented by such 
a benefactor as Mr% Jones, resulting in the placing of such 
a beautiful and^nauring bronze tablet in their honor*

The motto of the Fourth U. S. Cavalry is "Paratus et 
Fidelis” - **Always prepared and faithful”»

To the faithful has come their reward»

I have been the national commander of the O.I.W* 
(Officers society),, but, I believe that in the way of practical 
benefits in relieving the abject distress and wants of many 
of our old Indian fighters, in helping to secure pensions for 
them, especially the most needy ones, and their widows in their 
old age, you have really contributed more to the good cause of 
humanity in real, genuine constructive work than our own society. 
It seems to me that my subscription to "The tinners of the 
West” must have expired® At all events 1 am enclosing my 
check for a renewal, and if there is any balance, use it to 
the best advantage in relieving distress coming to your know
ledge.

With ray very best wishes to you and your devoted 
wife and with warmest appreciation for the great and noble 
work you both have been and are now doing, believe me

Always,

Host Sincerely yours,

R* G. Carter,
Captain,U.S.Army, Retired 
Formerly Fourth U.S.Cavalry,

To Geo, W, Webb,
Editor & Publisher, Winners of the West, 
P, 0, Sox 262,
St, Joseph, Mo.


