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S. M. SWENSON & SONS
New York October 7, 1926.

Captain Robert G. Carter, \ j
United States Army Retired, \ *

Washington, D.C. \ t
\ iPear Captain Oart/er: \ t ■__.

/  \  \ j
I recentiy. re&d and was very much* interested' in the "OLD 

SERGEANT'S STORY"7 I was a resident of xhe wejst in the Indian days 
and have latterly been associated with tl|e management of the Spur 
Ranche in northv/est Texas. The history o'f that immediate section, 
such as events at Palo Duro and Blanco and Tuie Canons, in which 
you took part, have been a matter of interest;at all times. The 
old Mackenzie trail passed through the Spur Rahche and it may be 
of -a little interest to .you to know -that the trail passed over 
land on which the Spur Inn at Spur has since been built**' I enclose 
a picture of it. It is our thought to put up a tablet or marker 
of some kind at the hotel in commemoration of the trail with 
possibly some recitation of what Mackenzie's operations meant in 
freeing that country of the Indians. On the Spur Ranche and about 
ten miles from this hotel is Soldier Mound. The local story is 
that Mackenzie made a winter camp at that mound which is just 
east of Duck Creek, one of the tributaries of the Salt Pork 
of the Brazos as shown on the accompanying map on Section 316.
If you can by any chance assist me with information as to this 
encampment, it would be very helpful. There are one or two soldiers 
buried on top of this mound. If there is anything published intimat 
ly descriptive of the old Mackenzie trail, I would be ever so glad 
to have you say where it can be procured. I judge, in reading the 
book above described, that you are probably one of the few living 
men who were intimately familiar with the old trail and the 
happenings in that particular part of the country. Possibly there 
is somewhere available a reliable map showing the Mackenzie trail 
in that region. If there is, and it is purchasable I will-like to 
have it. If you ever come to New York, I would very much appreciate 
a call from you as during the years, when I was in the west, I 
became very appreciative of what the outlying posts had to contend 
with and in fact had some personal connections with Indian events 
from a civilian standpoint.

Not knowing your address, I am requesting a personal friend, 
Hon. John H. Small of Washington to locate you and present this 
letter.

Yours very truly,
enc. (Sgd) G. A. Jones
It occurs to me that you may possibly be interested in the Spur 
Ranche booklet from which you will see how completely that section 
of the country, wholly wild at the time you knew it, has become 
civilized and the home of many prosperous farmers and ranchmen.



14 October, 1986.

Mr * C , ¿i * Jone s,
C/o 3. M. Swenson & Sons, 
61 Broadway,
New York City.

My dear Mr* Jones;

Your most interesting and much appreciated letter 
was received through the courtesy of your friend, Hon, J.A. 
Small of thin city, who delivered it in person; also the 
illustrated booklet on the Spur Ranche and the picture of 
Spur Inn which you state is located on the "Old Mackenzie 
Trail”.

All this unfolds to me matters of the most vital 
interest, almost approaching the marvelous, 1hen I think 
of the events of that period, and those places I was a part 
of over SO years ago - then teeming with savages, 'buffalo, 
antelope, wolves, .jack rabbits, prairie dogs, rattlesnakes 
and sage brush - I can hardly credit the wonderful trans
formation which has taken place throughout that entire 
region.

I most cordially commend your thought in placing a 
tablet at Spur Inn commemorative of the trail and setting 
forth in a brief manner what Mackenzie and his gallant 
men of the old Fourth H. S. Cavalry did in freeing the 
Pahhandle, in fact the entire 're. torn section of Texas, 
from the numerous incursions and murderous raids of the 
Comanche, Ziowa, Prapohoe and Southern/Indians.

What you state is undoubtedly^a fact, viz., that 
I am today, perhaps, the only surviving officer of the 
Fourth Cavalry who is entirely familiar with that trail 
and the operations of Mackenzie throughout that section, 
the Canons Blanco, Tule and Palo furo, across the Staked 
Plains to Forts Sumner and 3a so ora, lí. M», the headwaters 
of the Colorado, Red and Brazos rivers - resulting in^the 
surrender of all the predatory bands referred to, their 
ultimate concentration in or about the Fort Sill reservation,
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and permitting the immigration then flowing into Texas and 
the railroads to advance civilization to the extreme Western 
borders of that state.

I was Mackenzie's Adjutant on his first Indian Expedi
tion, Shortly aftor the/massacre of Salt Creek prairie near 
Jaokeboro in May 1871^xnxli# arrest of Satanta, Betank and 
J31g Tree and the pursuit of Zieking Bird to the Sweetwater 
and forcing him into Fort Sill, later that same year we 
drove luanah Parker from Canon Blanco out on the Staked Plains 
but lost him in a sleeting '■lorthpr at night. In September
1872 we destroyed Mow-vvigj?riTLage on the north Fork of Bed 
River, captured all of his squaws and children and held them 
ae prisoners at Fort Concho (San Angelo) until Apr1111873,
'when they were returned to their tribe at Port Sill* In May
1873 I was his adjutant and helped him plan and organize his 
great raid into Mexico (Semolina) - a ride of 160 miles in 
32 hours with a pack train, captured squaws and children, 
stolon stock recovered, and wounded men on travois - completely 
destroying the Lipan, Kickapoo and Mescalero Apache villages, 
with but slight loss, ̂ I run the first MuckynzjLe fr§il with ,

.at my own expense a connected narrative sketch of all these 
operations, in five monographs. They were entitled - "The 
Massacre of Salt Creek Srairie - The Cowboys ••■Verdict",
"The Pursuit of kicking Bird - A Campaign in the Texas Bad 
Lands", "On the Trail of i;e sent era", "The Tragedies of Canon 
Blanco", and "The Mackenzie ij&id into Mexico" - a small 
edition of copies, I sent thorn to dan Antonio, Austin,£***«4 
and amarillo to the libraries (if there were any) and to the 
postmasters. I never rocoiyed Imy aeknowlofigments and they 
are nov; out of o r i n t w a n t e d *  to place those events on 
record, particniurly^u&fents 'which had occurred in the Pah- 
handle country, A

When I started to write "The Old Sergeant’s Story"
I also began on Mackenzie's operations in 187^-5, Prof,
Robt. T. Kill of the Geological Survey, who made one of the 
best maps of Texas and was a principal witness in the case of 
-■the settlement of the Red River dispute between Oklahoma and 
Texas, (now of Los ángeles, Calif.), and a Mr. Wrather of 
Dallas,

------  —  —  .........—  '  -  T — ----- - —  - , „ - ~ ------ ”  ~

?exas,yurged me to include a map showing the "Mackenzie 
iy&t\ fotwri CLi y¡* ¡y. -



Trail”# I secured a good map from the Map Division of the 
Army War College here made up of topographical and geological 
surveys combined* Two years age I had a cataract removed 
from my right eye* I never regained any vision* Another 
cataract is growing on the left eye* These maps were in 
duplicate and made tip ox four sections in each. I traced it 
roughly on one map and was going to make an accurate copy 
of it on the other sections for reproduction* My eyes gave 
out, I had a nervous breakdown and the work on both books 
compelled me to abandon it, or rather to temporarily suspend 
it, until I could publish "The Old Sergeant’s Story”*

low, if you wish to complete this map by securing 
a good draughtsman or competent map maker he can, with two 
good oyee, easily copy the rough tracing from one to the 
other, and then reduce it for your use, giving me a oopy 
for my book which I shall probably publish this coming winter* 
This book 1 have entitled "!Dn the Border with Mackenzie” and 
it would give you all the detailed information which you 
state you so much desire, and includes all operations in 
and about Canon Blanco and Tule and Palo Duro Canons* I 
am now 81, and with failing eyesight, it looms up as almost 
an impossible task. With the exception of this map, however, 
the MS. is in pretty fair shape now for publication, needing 
only a little cutting down and revision and 1 believe, with 
help, I will be able to finish it*

In 1871 we had a supply camp for a short time on 
both Duck Creek and at the mouth of Canon Blanco near the 
freshwater Fork of the Brazos * Here I had my fight -with 
«¿uanah and lost one of my men, Gregg of G Company, who was 
buried on the southeast si ope of the butte (now, I believe, 
called ”Mt. Blanco"!' at the mouth 'of that CaiTon. It is not 
known whether his body was ever removed* I also had two 
men wounded* In 187£ our supply camp was located in nearly 
the same place* In 1874 the camp was moved from point to 
point, but- finally the big winter supply camp was located 
nearly where you place "Soldier Mound"* It was called 
"Anderson’s Camp”. Major Anderson of the 10th Infantry, 
a guard for that camp, commanding. Later the "Southern 
Expedition” - so-called - broke up and went into Fort 
Richardson (Jacksboro), and from thence the entire command 
(fourth Cavalry) changed station to Fort Sill, Indian Terri
tory, now Oklahoma^ Several men died at "Anderson’s Camp" y

izh 7i? -



and were undoubtedly buried at the point you have marked on 
map 11 Soldiers Mound".

I have been trying for some time to obtain Mackenzie* 
full report of the 1874-5 campaign but, as you will preceive 
by the letter I enclose, they have never been unboxed at the 
War Department since they were sent here from San Antonio in 
1916. I hope to secure this soon. I had a copy once but 
loaned it to General Augur and it was lost.

Thanking you most cordially for your kind letter 
which was warmly appreciated and trusting that I may soon be 
of practical assistance to you in carrying out your wishes for 
a suitable marker at Spur Inn» I am

...

Most eine2?Bely yours,

B. G* Garter,
Captain, U.S.A., Retired.
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er 18th, 19 26.
Oct.16, 1926.

Captain R. G. Carter,
Army & Savy Club,

Wa s hin gt on, D. C.

My de ar C apt. C art e r :
I am in receipt of -yours of October 14th and it will he hard for 

you to realize how deep is my appreciation of your comprehensive answer.
It is rare good fortune to find that I am on the way to a complete answer 
to the information tha.t we wish to preserve as to the Mackenzie trail, 
particularly as it relates to its course through the Spur Ranche.

It is very gratifying to know that you can identify Soldiers 

Mound as the location of Anderson's Camp. Soldiers Mound is one of the 
outstanding landmarks in the Ranche, visible for long distances in every 
direction. The ability to post lookouts on this elevation and ample good 

water in Duck Creek probably influenced its selection as a camp.
I have read with a feeling of resentment your reference to the 

publication of a connected narrative sketch of the various operations against 
the Indians which were sent to different Texas communities as an addition 
to the libraries. It is inconceivable and outrageous that these valuable 
documents were apparently ignored, although I feel that they must have 
found lodgment somewhere in those communities, and having acquaintances 

in all of the cities named, if you would be willing to give me the 
addresses to which they were sent, I will endeavor to trace them, as the 

matter is only a few years old.
With reference to the map of the Mackenzie trail which you have 

in an incomplete state, we will be very glad indeed to undertake the com

pletion of the map, if you aïe. .willing to entrust us.with the basic
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maps and information which will enable a good draftsman to use in this 
connection. It so happens that we have in our employ an old-time surveyor 

who has spent his long life in surveying all over the country through 
which the Mackenzie trail passes. It would he a labor of love for him 
to be permitted to do this work, as I have often heard him refer en
thusiastically to the splendid work that General Mackenzie and his troops 
did in the early days. However, his map work is not of the artistic order 
that would be desirable and I would send the material to our Freeport,Texas 
office where we have a man on map work who is wonderful in the faithfulness 
aRxjikKxxxxk and the beauty ctf his work. I feel sure that you ?;ill be more
than satisfied with the result. Naturally you would feel hesitant to
release this valuable material to a stranger and if you have hesitancy
on this point, I would be glad to refer you to Senator Morris Sheppard, 

Senior
the/Senator from Texas who knows me aid my connections well. From an
Army standpoint, it may be worth while to refer to the fact that I am a

cousin of General Eli Hoyle. He was my ideal as a military man and a 
thorough gentleman, and up to the time of his comparatively recent death,
I never lost an opportunity of being with him. I find that the older 

officers of the Army all know him and hold him in the highest esteem, and 

I feel sure you must have known him.
I note from the correspondence which you send that the reports 

of Mackenzie's campaign in '74 and '75 have never been unboxed, as re
ported by Adjutant General Howard in letter to you of April 27, 1925. I 

judge that these reports would give the exact information which I would 

like to have with respect to the operations from Anderson's Camp, or 
Soldi eis Mound , as we know it. Your letter indicates that you still hope
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to secure them soon. If you feel it would be of any benefit in facilitating 
the search, I am sure that I could, on request, enlist the interest of 
Senator Sheppard and other officials, as Senator Sheppard particularly is 

always willing to go to any length to lend his help to anything of practical 

or historic interest to his state.
You refer interestingly to your fight with Quanah at the mouth of 

Canon Blanco, losing one of your men, Gregg of G. Company, who was buried 
on the southeastern slope of the butte, which you believe is now called 
Mt. Blanco, that is now known as lit. Blanco is in fact thirty or forty 

miles up stream from the point where the Blanco empties into the salt fork 
of the Brazos. You will recall that the Canon is exceedingly wide a,t some 

points, in fact several miles wide as it approaches the breaks and Mt. Blanco 

lies between the escarpments of the Canon . in Crosby County.
With your letter as a basis, I am hoping that we can locate Gregg’s 

grave. There are some graves in that section that have never been identified 

and possibly can be traced with the help that your letter affords.
I am sincerely hoping that you will be able to complete your book 

"On the Border with Mackenzie", which will be a valuable addition to the 
history of that section. Noting that you expect to publish it this coming 
winter, I will delay the preparation of 'the wording for the tablet, either 

until the book is published or I can possibly get extracts in advance from 
you which will relate particularly to the purpose served by the Soldiers 
Mound camp with anything of interest centering around it. When this tablet, 

is prepared, I intend that it shall refer to you as the last surviving 
officer who retrieved that country from the Indians, feeling sure that you 
are fully entitled to such recognition. This may be in some slight degree a 

small compensation for the neglect of some portions of our country to treat
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your efforts with even ordinary civility.

It is a matter of peculiar interest to me that among the correspondence 
is a letter from my good friend, W. E. Wrather who has always shared my 
interest in the matters concerning which we are corresponding. All of 
your file is returned herewith as requested and I will await with interest 
your decision as to whether or not you would like to have us finish the 
map for you.

I will expect to submit to you the wording which we purpose to use 
upon the tablet in order to be sure that the statements are truthfully made 
and that all references therein are proper. I will also hope when the 

tablet is in place, or at any time so far as that is concerned, you will have 
an opportunity to see it. We would like to have you as our guest and be
lieve that it will be a great pleasure to you to see the development which 

has followed the civilization of that area. I regard myself as particular
ly fortunate in endeavoring to find out something about the Mackenzie trail 
to find myself in contact with the man who originally laid it out.

My interest in all things relating to the early Indian troubles 
is no doubt whetted by the fact that I was a resident of Colorado during 
the times of the Meeker and Thornburgh massacres, a description of which 
is contained in "The Old Sergeants Story". In the two or three years succeed
ing these events, I was in a region where we had a great dea,l of trouble 
with the Indian Utes and Piutes in West Colorado and East Utah.

Sincerely yours, ^ --- \

Enc.



25 October, 1986,

■My dear Mr, Jones:

Yours of the 16th received, I assure you that I 
am very glad to do anything within my power to promote the 
object which you have in view, via; to accurately marl the 
"Mackenzie Trail" for the future historian of Texas - as had 
been previously urged by Mr* Hill and Mr, '"rather - and to 
commemorate that trail by a tablet or marker 'With suitable 
inscription setting forth the localities of actions and 
events of that period - 1870-1875* I am, however, so serious
ly handicapped by loss of eyesight that I am afraid I may be 
rather slow in responding to all you may wish or expect in 
that direction*

It has always been my most ardent wish and my keen
est ambition to begin and finish that work* But when my 
eyes gave out and my health to break after the loss of my 
second daughter (born at Port Richardson near Jacksboro), 
my wife, my only eon, and my favorite granddaughter, all 
following closely, one after the other, I despaired of 
ever pulling myself together for another effort, and resolved 
to close with my "Old Sergeant’s Story”, The last work I 
did on that book in the heat of a ’ashington summer came 
near being my finish.

Your most generous offer now to take care of the 
map is however an innoiration and spurs me to a renewed 
effort* I have no hesitation whatever to entrusting 5*. 
your care for I feel perfectly sure from your letter• to 
yourdesire and pride in this matter is to have t?at
done as an accurate and lasting memorial to th ,/gali/nt 
soldiers who made it possible for that vast t ¿.'ritorv * 
covered no?/ by your immense ranch to be sett and 
and plenty to reign over what had once beer . dosol t Uce, 
unproductive land* My only fear was that ?jj%ody could * > 
this map as it is now and complete it without serious taiC0 
unless I could myself personally supervise the"work o °£rors. 
himself had gone over the hundreds of raises of those t “ti *
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I knew your cousin, General 311 Royle; also, his 
brother, George, very wall, and saw the former almost dally 
just preceding his death. He was a fine officer and, of 
course, always a most courteous gentleman as all graduates 
of West Point are supposed to be. He graduated in 1675 and 
George in 1875, My class was 1869.

I hare again gone over the rough work of the prelimin
ary map (marked Ho * 1) as well as my eyesight will permit, 
and hare prepared a memorandum for your map maker to follow 
in transferring my work to map (marked Ho, 2) with conventional 
signs and colors to be followed, limits for reducing, etc, - 
all of which I will forward in a few days,

I have also prepared a tentative inscription for the 
marker or tablet which you stated you desired should be 
»laced on Spur Inn# It'covers about all of the points includ
ed in the operations of the 4th Cavalry during that period - 
187G-5# Of course all of the incidents or events of those 
years of hard campaigning could not very well be summarized 
for such a memorial, I thought with this as an outline or 
a suggestion you could go ahead with the design without 
waiting for the publication of my book, which may take several 
months for completion, for I have to work very slowly now;
I was a chain lightening artist once when I was Mackenzie’s 
Adjutant in the wilds of Texas, hut while the spirit is 
still there the flesh is weak and getting weaker, although 
mentally I am still active.

Please accept my sincere thanks for your kind invita
tion to be your guest at the Spur Inn when the tablet shall 
have been completed for dedication. I assure you nothing in 
this world would afford me greater pleasure than to go over 
that country and see the marvelous development which your 
beautifully illustrated booklet, which you sent me, so finely 
portrays. 'Especially Canon Blanco, where I nearly lost my 
life, being nearly surrounded kith 5 men only by 4« a m h ’s 
entire band at dawn on October 10, 1871, being almost fatally 
injured, and on account of which I was forced to retire on 
low rank, I rode for 5 days on yuanah’s trail out on the 
Staked Plains with my leg in splints, in the belief that my 
leg was broken, and" there being no means (ambulance or 
stretcher) for moving me to our supply camp (Lawton’s) on



Buck Creek. I was very close to General Mackenzie when he 
was wounded at a distance of SO feet by a Comanche arrow 
through the fleshy part of the thigh a few days later in 
Canon Blanco. This was some 18 miles up the Canon a few 
miles ffbove where ;uanah had his village. He never mentioned 
it in hie report but merely states that he had to return to 
Port Richardson on account of sickness. These three events - 
the killing of Gregg, the wounding of 2 men, my terrible 
injury and the wounding of Mackenzie I set forth in ray 
booklet "The Tragedies of Canon Blanco".

Two towns - Hacona and Quanah - are given as names 
of two towns in northwest Texas, Why not .name some town 
on Spur Ranch® "Mackenzie"? Why name them for Indian cut
throats, murderers and horse thieves? My monograph, "The 
Tragedies of Canon Blanco", deals with this* and now at the 
last session of Congress $1500 was appropriated to place ■ 
a memorial over iiuanah at Cache or Lawton, Why all this 
bunk and mush? Am glad you set me right as to location of 
Mt. Blanco. ' .

My monographs were sent to the Public Libraries 
of San Antonio, Port Worth and Dallas, Texas, in the belief 
that those cities had Public Libraries. It was sent to 
the postmaster at Amarillo, Texas, with a request that if 
there was a public library it be turned over to the same,
I never sent any more booklets to those points,

Anderson’s Port, so-called, was a supply camp 
where all of the wagon trainB ware parked and where supplies 
were sent - one train going to and one train coming from 
Port Griffin, our base - coming across the hend of the Clear 
Pork near Port Griffin, thence across California Creek, Paint 
Creek, the Double Mountain Fork of the Brazas - camping at 
Cottonwood Springs, thence to Duck Creek, either near its 
mouth or further up near its head, the big camp of 1874-5 
being-where "Soldiers Mound” is indicated on yours and my 
map which I shall send you.

I don’t know whether the names a©©gave on our 
military survey maps are locally known there now, l.e.; 
such as "Three Wells”, "Monument Spur”, "McLeans Wells",
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’’Wards Weils"., "Seminole Wells", "Shafter Lake", "Baldwin 
Spring", "Mount Jalee", "Mount Irwin", "Mount Mackenzie", 
"Thompson Gallon"* "Mount Gunther", "Wints Peak", "Batch’s 
Hill", "Shoemaker Mourntin", "Boehm's Mountain", "Miller's 
Greek”, "Henry'e Greek", "Beaumont Greek", etc.; all of these 
points are noted on the military map (á sections) which I 
shall send you soon«

From "Anderson's Fort" or wagon supply camp, we packed 
our mules and trailed out all over that country, as my maps 
show; sometimes Lawton, who was Chief Quartermaster of the 
Expedition, followed us up over the almost insurmountable 
bluffs, and out upon the staked Plains ivith light loaded wagons, 
meeting us at designated points, It was hard pulling and many 
of our animals died.

Most of the Indian ponies captured in. the P a M  Duro 
Canon action - some 2200 * ware killed (shot) and the hones 
are somewhere piled up near Tule Sanon. It took Lawton all 
one day, with one Company, to finish them up,

I made several sketches of the mouth of Canon'Blanco, 
while it was still fresh in my memory# On it I located 
approximately the position of Gregg's grave (2,1, foot of 
butte)# We had to load it down twice with large stones 
on account of the wolves.

Sincerely yours,

K# G, Carter,
Captain, U.S.Army, Retired,

Mr, C. A* Jones,
C/o Swenson k Sons, 
61 Broadway,
Hew York City.



Memorandum

This tablet is erected to mark the "Mackenzie 
Trail« and to commemorate the events which took place 
noar”Ander son * a Fort" and "soldiers Mound" on jmk Creek» 
the actions at Blanco, Tula and Palo puro Canons, uit~ 
a-Que, Much*a~Gue, la Quatra Rica, Forth Fork of Bed 
River, Pease River, Fiohita River, Salt Fork of Red 
Biver, Sweetwater, and other points on or near Spur 
Ranch© and as far West as Forts Sumner and B&ceom, How 
Mexico - all of which were included in the operations 
of the .Fourth United states Cavalry, Tenth and Eleventh 
Unitad States Infantry, during the years of 1871-2*4 
and B, which, under the command of General Ronald 
Slidell Mackenzie, TJ. S* Army, and his gallant and 
devoted officers and men, had during those eventful 
years succeeded in freeing western and northwestern 
Texas of its hordes of predatory and murderous savages - 
Oomanches, Kiowas, Cheyennes and Arapahoes - who had 
been blocking advancement of immigration and progress 
of civilization along this entire border.

Captain Robert G* Carter* XT. S* Army* retired* 
formerly of the 4th TJ, S. Cavalry, now (date) of 
Washington* 3),0** is probably the only surviving officer 
of that regiment who participated in General Mackenzie's 
campaign in this section now partly covered by the 
Spur Ranch©,
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SUHLSSmtuwncK; Sow*
29, 1926.

Captain Robert G . Carter,
The Army and Navy Club,

Washington, D. C.
Dear Captain Carter:

This will acknowledge your letter of October 25th giving addition

al interesting references to the Mackenzie Trail. I feel that I can quite 
thoroughly sympathize with the difficulties attaching to your shaping up 
the map and other details. You refer to the doubt that the names and i-
demtificat ions of places shown on your military survey maps have been per
petuated. I intend to submit the map before it is finished to oar old

knows
surveyor, George M. Williams, who/the geography, present and past, of that 
section more completely than any man I know and his help will be invaluable 
in this particular. We will hence eventually have the present day names 
of all the points which can be identified.

I appreciate and applaud your sentiments in respect to the 
perpetuation of the names of old murderous Indian Chiefs aid renegades.
I think it is impossible for anyone who has not been personally familiar 
with Indian outrages to have a true conception of how completely they de
serve oblivion. I have been painfully interested in seeing how you have 
suffered personally in these campaigns, in consequenc.e of which you were 
compelled to retire on low rank, when men who have not done a fraction as 
much for the country are awarded higher rank. Should we have occasion 
to develop another town in the Ranch we will give careful consideration 
to your recommendation of -Mackenzie, or perhaps Cartersville. Is it 

possible that you still have one of the booklets "The Tragedies of Canon
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Blanco"? If' not, would you be good enough to lend me the reserved copy 

which I presume you have in your collection? I will take proper care of 
it and insure its return. I feel it must contain a great deal of intimate 
information of interest to our particular section. Meanwhile, I will try 
through my son Clifford who is now manager of the Ranch, to get one from 
the public library of Port Worth or Dallas.

I am very glad to know that you did know my cousin General Eli 
Hoyle and also my Uncle George. Is the latter was in the Cavalry branch 
of the service I should have realized that you would probably know him.

Of course you know that he was killed at College Station near Atlanta many 
years ago, having been run down by a train, living only a few hours.

I will look forward eagerly to the reception of the maps when you 
have finished with the rough work and I want to assure you that the work 

of transferring and prepa.ra.tion of a complete map will be given the most 

careful attention, and a preliminary map submitted t o you for approval be
fore it is completed.

Thank you very much for the suggestion for the wording of the tablet 
which gives a very splendid basis, much of which will be used and as. pre
viously advised, the final draft will be submitted to yon for the sake of 
fui ther suggestion and certainty that it is accurate in all respects.

Sincerely yours,



THS MACKENZIE tRAIL

This famous, historic trail crossed this S|)ot and
was mads and used by the Fourth U. S. Cavalry, Tenth and
Eleventh U. 8. Infantry under command of General Ranald
Slidell M a ..............' campaigns of 1871 to 1875.
Soldier Mo f this spot, was one ofA
the important bases of operations. To him and his gallant 
officers and soldiers who freed ' art Texas ox the predatory 
and murderous hands of Comanches, hiowas, Lipans, Cheyennes 
and Arapahoes, this tablet is dedicated. Captain Robert G. 
Carter .^Fourth lT. °. Cavalry, is especially worthy of honor 
because of serious and permanent injuries received in action 
against the Indians on what is now the Spur Ranch, compelling 
his early retirement from active service.

/



THE MACKENZIE TRAIL

This famous, historic trail crossed this spot and 

was made and used by the Fourth U. S. Cavalry, Tenth and 
Eleventh U. S. Infantry under command of General Ranald
Slidell^Mackenzie in their Indian campaigns of 1871 to 1875.

T o v t ’j) *
Soldier Mound, four miles north of this spot, was one of/t,
the important bases of operations» To him and his gallant
officers and soldiers who freed opt Texas of the predatory
and murderous bands of Comanche!^ Fiowas, Lipans, Cheyennes
and Arapahoes. this tablet is dedicated. Captain Robert G. 

-jroywe|^
Carter, fourth U. S. Cavalry, is especially worthy of honor 
because of serious and permanent injuries received in action
against the Indians on what is now the Spur Ranch, compelling 

his early retirement from active service.



E. P. SW ENSO N 
S .A .S W E N S O N  
A .C .S W E N S O N  
S .M .S W E N S O N

Captain E. G. Carter,
Army & Navy Club,

Washington, D. C.
Dear Captain Carter:

This will acknowledge with much appreciation your letter of 
November 2d. I have this morning received the items dealing with the 
subjects to which you refer and I want to promptly testify my appre
ciation of your confidence in letting me have them and I wish to assure 
you that they will be carefully cared for and returned to you with the 
exception of those I am privileged to retain. I know I have a treat 
in store for me in reading them and can thoroughly sympathize with 
the views you express as to the great' inconsistency of perpetuating 
the memory of these murderous Indians when their victims remain without 
proper credit and honor for the heroic part they played in paving the 
way for settlement of that country. It is a queer twist that brings 
thi s ab out.

When the map material is received, I will do my utmost 
to have it assembled into a complete map which will please you and 
will continue to hope that you will be able to get Mackenzie's 1874-5 
reports to give you opportunity to check up the map before it is finished

6  I B R O A D W A Y .

f h m ,

fact/'*. November 4, 1926,

Yours very sincerely,



E. P. SWENSON. 
S .A .S W E N S O N .  
A .C .S W E N S O N .  
S .M .S W E N S O N

6 I BROADWAY.

Captain Robert G. Carter, 
fo Army & Uavy Club,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Captain Carter:

I have read with the most intense interest the galley  proof 

of your "Tragedies of Canon Blaneo" and am exceedingly thankful for your 

le ttin g  me have it  in th is form, as much of the matter which your friends 

persuaded you to omit is among the high spots of interest. The references 

to locations in the area now covered by the Spur Ranche and in that 

general neighborhood enable me to v isualize  fa ir ly  w e ll what the country 

must have been like in the strenuous days of which you write. The treat

ment of the subject is  wonderfully fine  and it  is  painful to learn that 

Canon Blanco was the scene of a personal misfortune which has so seriously  

affected your l i f e .  Wo one who reads your description could f a i l  to 

sympathize with your fee ling  that there are lim its to how far the memory 

of the dead should be protected against acts which have so injured the 

liv ing •

This le tter is  written particu larly  to advise you that I am 

under the necessity of leaving lew York for a time as my wife is to undergo 

surgical care by the Mayos at Rochester, Minn, for a major operation to be 

done in  the next few days. We leave with that object in view on Saturday.

Whenever the map information is complete, please le t  it come 

on to my present address and I w i l l  leave instructions with my secretary  

to have it  forwarded to me and I w il l  give it  attention from Rochester i f  

it  should come while I am s t i l l  there. Of course the matter may d r ift  

along un til my return.



Captain Robert G. Garter, Page #2

One of my sons is now the Manager of the Spur Ranche aid he w il l  meet 

me in Rochester to be with his Mother through this ordeal. Knowing that 

he would so greatly  appreciate the opportunity to read "Tragedies of Canon 

Blanco", I am taking the liberty  of taking it out there with me. I w ill  

return it to you a l i t t le  la te r.

Last night I read "The Mackenzie Raid". Having once started it ,  I 

read it Lhrough, although it  made a late bedtime for me. It  is th r illin g  

but of course does not hold the same personal interest as the other work.

Sincerely yours.

awakening an interest therein in advance.



E.P. SW ENSO N. 
S .A .S W E N S O N . 
A .C .S W E N S O N . 
S .M .S W  ENSON.

6  I B R O A D W A Y .

Sbm,

Captain Robert G. Carter, /
. $ Army & Ravy Club,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Captain Carter;

This w il l  acknowledge your letter of November 12th 

in Mr. Jones' absence, which w i l l  be held for his attention 

on his return, he having advised you in his letter of November 

11th of the necessity of leaving Rev; York for a time.

Yours very tru ly,

Secretary

y»7



FORT WORTH STAR-THLSORAM
FORT WORTH, TEXAS. 

January 7, 1927.

"Mr. Clifford B. 
Spur,
TexaSo

J one s,

My dear Mr. Jones

Capt. Carter's 
soon as that job is finis 
the galley proofs; so, thus 
out any mutilation or marking 
I think this c h a p t e r h i s  
and that its publication wiJLl 
mental in the sale 
date very much y.

With veVy
have

eing copied and as 
orward back to you 
go back to him with- 
ry for type composition 

be very interesting 
rather than detri- 

s, to say, I appre- 
the story.

ce/ely yours,

(signed) J. M. north, Jr.«



C L I F F O R D  B. J O N E S ,  M a n a g e r

F O R  S . M. S W E N S O N  5 S O N S

« 0 , 0 0 0  A C R E S  IN D I C K E N S ,  K E N T ,  C R O S B Y  A N D Í 3 A R Z A  
C O U N T I E S ,  TEXAS. B E IN G  S O L D  IN Q UAR T ER S E C T IO N S  AND 
UPWARD DIR E C T  FROM THE OWNER S TO THE HOM ES E EKERS..N O 
S E L L I N G  COMMISSIO NS.  A L L  R E L I A B L E  C O T T O N  P R O D U C IN G  
T E R R I T O R Y .  A B S O L U T E  LY  F R E E  F R O M  B O L L  W E E V IL

The Greatest Apicultura! Opportunity in America

January 10, 1327.

Dearest Father
I enclose copy of letter of the 7th inst. from 

Mr. north, Managing Editor of the Star-Telegram, with re
gard to Capt. Carter’s story.

Affectionately yours,



E-.P. S W E NSO N. 6  1 B R O A D W A Y .
S. A. SW E NSO N.
A .C .S W E N S O N .
S.M. SW E NSO N.

Captain R. G. Carter,
fo The Army and Navy Club,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Captain Carter:

My return to New York coincides almost exactly with receipt of 

your le tte r  o f January 12th, as I have only returned from a long absence 

due to personal reasons with which you are fa n ilia r .

Thank you very much for your interest as to my w ife ’ s condition. 

Please be advised that it proved to be a very serious operation and I was 

constantly with her forabout s ix  weeks, and almost absolutely out of touch 

with o ffice  or other personal a f fa ir s .  The same situation brought my Texas 

son to Rochester, Minn, so that he was not able to communicate further 

with the newspapers respecting the publication of THE TRAGEDIES OP CANON 

BLANCO. You naturally expected i t  would have attention e a r lie r , but this- . 

w ill  explain and, I hope, excuse. His Mother went back to Texas with him 

and is  recuperating slowly at the Spur Ranche. He met me at pt Y/orth and /
I wired him to bring your manuscripts to Pt. Worth with him. After a con-

i

ference with him, we decided that it was d istinctly  important that the 

publication be made in  the Pt Worth STAR-TELEGRAM which not only has a 

larger c ircu lation  in Texas than the Dallas NEWS but very greatly over-tops 

i t  in the western portion of Texas which is  more interested than other parts 

of the state in  the matters covered by your splendid a r t ic le . We therefore  

went together to the Editor of the Pt Worth STAR-TELEGRAM and cautioned him 

extremely as to the necessity of preserving your manuscript intact. yfoen 

the a rtic le  appears, you surely w i l l  be provided with an ample number of



Captain E. G. Carter, Page #2 Jan. 13, 19 27»

copies as we w i l l  see to that. W ill you kindly indicate how many you would 

like to have and they w i l l  be arranged fo r.

I am today in receipt of a le tter from my son which I enclose, which

you w i l l  note advises that your story is being copied from the orig ina l

manuscript, not daring to trust it  to the mechanical department for fear 

of mutilation or markings, so that you w i l l  see that the matter is  progress

ing.

I had a conference while in Texas with tie sk illed  draftsman who w il l  

have charge of the preparation of the map which you have in  mind and I have 

every reason to hope that it  w i l l  be a satisfactory product when it  leaves 

his o ffice .

I sincerely hope that you w il l  be able to carry out your plans fo r

the publication of the book, noting that you are in comnunicat ion with some
Texas parties looking to this end.

Enc. 
CAJ/S



POHT WORTH 3 TAR-T3LC&RAM 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS.

ry 13, 1927,

Mr. Clifford B. Jones,
Spur,
Texas.

My dear Mr. Jones:-

I am sending unde^sepa^-ite package, registered 

and insured, the rnams0V 4.pt whidh^yotbylef t with me some

time ago. It ha,® \ m i e \ a n d  we shall start it at an

early date in our magazine section. I think the story 

will be of Gonside^^leNj^n^feraet, t o the people in our 
territory^ p a r t i c u l a r l y y

With yery^best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

(signed) J. M. north, Jr



January 17» 1927»

Dearest Father: -
Saturday's mail brought the return of the galley 

proofs of Capt. Carter's Tragedies of Canon Blaneo" from 
Mr, J. M. North, Managing Editor of the Star-Tel eg ram. No
letter accompanied the copy, and I therefore am unadvised as 
to when he intends its use, but I shall watch the papers and see 
that you promptly receive copy of the issue in which it appears 
and will also send extra copies thereof®

I enclose the galley proof referred to, hopeful that it 
reaches you in good condition.

Affectionately yours,
(Signed) Cliff



E.P. SW ENSO N. 6 1  B R O A D W A Y .
S .A .S W E N S O N .
A .C .S W E N S O N .
S .M .S W E NSO N.

Capt. R. G. Carter,
The Army and Ifevy Club,

Washington, P. C.

My dear Captain Carter:

I  have yours of January 16th and beg to acknowledge the receipt 

of the Journal and Itinerary enclosed therewith and also the receipt of 

two ro lls  of maps which I w il l  not open a.s they seem so nicely prepared 

for mailing but w i l l  forward them to the mapmaker, Mr. E. D. Dorchester, 

with whom I discussed the matter when la s t  in Texas. I am also send

ing him the Journal and Itinerary complete as some portions of same 

w il l  be necessary, or helpful to him in his preparation of the map.

I anticipate that a very considerable amount of work w i l l  be 

involved requiring time fo r  its  execution, as he is a man who gives  

unusual care to anything that is committed to him. I hope the resu lt  

w ill  be a l l  that you and I would wish,

I am requesting Mr. Dorchester to take exceedingly good care 

of a l l  the* data and the; maps with which you have supplied us so i f  by 

any chance the resu lts of our e ffo rts  are not entirely  to your lik ing, 

we w il l  at least have preserved the information intact for future use.

We w il l  expect to return the maps to you i f  you desire th is, but I am 

in doubt as to whether or not the memorandum you sent is also to be 

returned to you. I f  you do not desire i t ,  we w i l l  keep it  fo r h isto rica l 

reference in our office at Spur where my son, now Manager of the Spur



Capt. R. G. Carter Page #2 Jan. 19, 1927

Rarche w i l l  find i t  exceedingly interesting personally and the old-timers 

of that country w i l l  a lso he interested.

Sincerely yours,

CAJ/S



E. R S W  
S . A . S W  
A .C .S W  
S .M .S W

6 1 BROADWAY.

1927.

Capt. R. G. Carter,
io The Army & Navy Club,

Washington, D. C.

Rear Captain Carter:

This morning I have yours of yesterday's date advising that 

it is  a l l  right fo r  us to keep a l l  the material, including the maps, 

which is  a r e l ie f  in respect to fe e lin g  that there is  no responsib ility  

for their return so that it  w il l  not be serious i f  they are mis

carried* This does not indicate that we w i l l  not take very good 

care of this material for our own benefit.

I note from your le tte r  that you are unable to complete the 

chapters of your prospective book un til you receive the galley proof 

of ’’TRAGEDIES OR CANON BLANCO” , hence I am very glad to advise you that 

same goes, forward to you today by registered mail, same having been re

ceived only yesterday as referred to in copy o f letter from my son 

C liffo rd  herewith. The galley  proof seems to me to be in as good con

dition as when received and would thank you for verification  o f th is  

statement. You w il l  see f r  cm my son's le tter that he is  without advice 

as to when the material w il l  be used, but I am assuming it w ill be fa ir ly  

promptly and we have arranged so that twenty-five copies go direct to you 

frcm the publishing office*

Your good wishes are thoroughly reciprocated and I am sending on



Capt. H, G. Carter, Page #2 Jan, 22, 1927

to my wife at Spur your kindly reference to her.

(



January 24, 1927

Mr. C. A. Jones,
6l Broadway,
Hew York, N.Y.
Bear Mr. Jones:

Your letter of the 19th inst. , and two rolls 
of maps arrived today. I have tahen time only to open 
them and give them a casual glance. I will go into this 
matter in a few days and will report progress from time to 

time.
You have given me a reputation that I much 

appreciate and trust I shall merit it by turning out some 

thing worth while.
I shall see to it that everything is returned 

in as good order as received.
Sincerely yours,

(Signed) E. D. Porchester



6  1 B R O A D W A Y .
f *

E. P. SW ENSO N: 
S . A. SW ENSO N. 
A .C .S W E N S O N ; 
S.M . SW ENSO N.

Captain R. G. Carter,
d]o The Army & Navy Club,

Washington, D. C.

Bear Captain Carter:
I am this morning in receipt of a letter from my son 

at Spur enclosing attached carbon copy of letter from the 
Port Worth STAR-TELEGRAM showing the intention to at an early 
date commence the publication of your sketch of the TRAGEDIES 
OP CANON BLANCO in the magazine section#

My son advises that he will arrange to procure for you 
twenty five copies of each of the issues in which it appears*

Yours very truly,

Enc. 1 
CAJ/S



E.P. S W E N S O N .a 
S .A .S W E N S O N . 
A .C .S W E N S O N .- S.M.SWeNSOl̂

6  1 B R O A D W A Y .

)

28 * 19 2 7 *

Captain H. G. Carter,
f0 The Array & Navy Club,

Washington, D. 0.

Pear Captain Carter:
Herewith please find copy of letter received today 

from Mr. Dorchester showing that he is on his toes on this 

joh.
Yours very truly,

Enc .



6  1 B R O A D W A Y .E. P. S W E N S o V  
S .A .S W E N S O N .  
A .C .S W E N S O N .  
S .M .S W E NSO N.

3, 1927.

Captain R. G. Carter»
$ Army & Navy Club,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Captain Carter:
Acknowledging yours of the 2d, please be assured that I 

will advise you as Mr. Dorchester makes comments upon the map 
material which you furnished. I forwarded to him all the memoranda, 

journal and itinerary which you sent me.
Thank you very much for sending me letters from Messrs. 

Wrather and Grant, both of which have been read with great- 
interest and I return same herewith. You are correct in believing 

that Mr. Wrather and I are friends of many years standing and 
have a common interest in the early history of that country. He 

has been over the Spur Ranche more or less with me.

Enc .2



C O M P L E T E
ASSOCIATED p r e s s  

SERVICE
AFTERNOON MORNING SUNDAY

on ici?: or 
THE EDITOR

Fort W orth Star Telegram
(EVENING)

2fott CDortti i i e c o r C i - f e le j r a t n
r. (MORNING)

Fort W orth Star Telegraman» Sunday Record 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS

Feb.18,1927.

Mr. Clifford ,B. Jones,
Spur, Tex-.

My dear Mr. Jones:
It is ray understanding that vie shall start 

running the nTragedies of Canon Blanco” on Feb.28. 
V/e have been holding it up until we get some other 
things out of the ¡ay»

I thank you very much indeed for your kind
ness in this matter; and hope that the next time you 
are in Ft.’forth I shall have an opportunity of see
ing you.

Tours v-erv tmlv.



'
E . P. SW ENSON. 6  1 B R O A D W A Y .
S .A .S W E N S O N .
A .C .S W E N S O N .
S .M .S W E NSO N.

Captain R. G. Carter,
Arfay & Uavy Club,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Captain Carter:

Uo doubt you have been wondering at the delay as to 

the in it ia l  publication of the TRAGEDIES OF CAnon BLAnCO. I am

today in receipt of a le tte r  from my son C liffo rd  enclosing
*

a le t te r  from the Editor of the STAR-TEIEGRAM showing that the 

in it ia l  installment w i l l  very shortly appear, probably February 

28th. C liffo rd  arranged with the STAR-TELEGRAM to send 

you twenty-five copies,o f each issue containing the a rt ic le  and 

should you not receive them promptly, please advise and we w il l  

see that they are supplied.



February 26, 1927 -

Mr. G. A . J one s ,
New York Gff3.ce.
Gear Mr. Jones:

My time has been so fully taken up with my regular
work and the prospect work which is being sent you frequently,
that I have had to stay off the "Mackenzie Trail". I have,

however, given it quite a 3tudy and have begun to formulate

the work, so when the time comes that I can take it up and
give my full attention to it, I can report progress.

I am greatly interested in the subject and shall be
proud of the work if it is satisfactory.

•fA* Ca/enc/
Please advise your friend^of the situation, for I 

infer this is one of the uppermost things in his mind, and 
say to him that I am going to do my level- best to please him.

Sincerely,

l

!



E. P. SW ENSO N. 
S .A .S W E N S O N .  
A .C .S W E N S O N .  
S .M .S W E NSO N.

6  1 B R O A D W A Y .

Captain R. G. Carter,
Army & Havy club,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Captain Carter:

This morning I have your postcard of yesterday inquir

ing concerning Mr. Wrather. I  did receive your le tte r enclosing 

le tte r from Mr. Wrather, which is herewith returned. Mr. Wrather

came to Hew York and made a b r ie f  c a ll  upon me and you were 

naturally a subject o f conversation. He referred very pleasantly  

to his contacts with you and expressed the hope that he would find  

time to go by Washington and see you but was uncertain whether or 

not th is could be worked out, as he had a very busy week in connection 

with some convention or meeting of which he was an important factor» 

Since you advise that you did not see him, your best opportunity 

of getting in touch with him w ill  be at his Dallas address which 

appears on his letterhead.

I had laid  your letter aside and did not answer it  at the 

time and overlooked the same in writing you the other day.

Yours very tru ly ,



E. J. COW AN
A T T O R N E Y - A T - L A W  

C O W A N  B U I L D I N G  

S P U R ,  T E X A S

February 28,1927.

Qapt.R.G.Carter,
Washington,D.C.

Dear Sir:

I have just read your interesting a rt ic le  entitled "Ridding 
West Texas of the Comraanches",published in the Fort Worth Star- 
Telegram on yesterday. As stated in your f i r s t  paragraph,your hope is  
that the a rt ic le s  w i l l  be o f lastin g  and h isto rica l value to poster
ity ; in th is ,I  fee l sure your hopes w i l l  be realized,and I am certain  
that the people of this section w i l l  appreciate,and take a deep inter
est , in them. The lhbors of men like you have indeed borne fru it  in 
clearing the way fo r our present day c iv ilization ;and  tho we do not 
fee l as gratefu l,as we should perhaps-at least not a l l  of us,yet I 
have often heard of the exploits of Mackenzie’ s men related here by 
aome of the oldest settlers# It  is  my information that Spur is  on 
the old Mackenzie T r a i l ; i t  is  a town of 2000 people now,and is  s i t u * - v
ated just south of a mile long ridge which is  on the south side of 
Dockum Creek,at its ' confluence with Duck Greek,and about twelve 
miles from the Center of Dickens County,and we are 16 miles to the 
nearest point of the Cap Rock just north of Blanco Canyon,and four 
miles S.E.from So ld ie r 's  Mound. Do you remember the small mountain 
by that name;I rather suspect i t  took its  name by reason of your so l
diers camping on the creek at it s  base ;it is  related that soldiers  
and Indians fought an engagement there,and two soldiers are buried 
on the mountain;these were Mackenzie’ s troops according to reports 
<̂ f older citizens. In the Star-Telegram Artic le  the editor makes a 
statement in which he says that you were wounded in a battle  on what 
is  now the Spur Ranch;as "S o ld ie r 's  Mound"is in the old Spur ranch 
I am thinking i t  may be that you were in the engagement at this 
Mound. I f  so,and i f  you care to do so ,I would very much appreciate 
a le tte r  regarding same which I would have published in our local 
papers. We would like for more of the people here to know who helped 
in clearing the way for c iv ilization ,and  to honor their names.

I can rea lize  from reading your a rt ic le  that you are keeping 
pace with our advancement wonderfully w ell for one of your age,noting 
that you mention the new inland town of McAdoo situate in the north
west portion o f our county,along with some other towns in describing 
the location of Mount Blanco in Crosby county.

The Editor of the Star-Telegram states that you are soon to 
publish a book entitled "On the Border with Mackenzie". I would like  
to purchase a copy when i t  is  o f f  the press.

I f  you fee l disposed to write me e f  any special events in this 
immediate section ,I shall be gald to have same,and give i t  to the l§e 
cal papers,provided a lett0i/of this kind in no way con flicts with yovar 
contract with the Star-Telegram.

Yours very tru ly,



E . P. SW ENSO N. 
S .A .S W E N S O N .  
A .C .S W E N S O N .  
S .M .S W E N S O N .

6  I B R O A D W A Y .

March 2, 19 27.

Captain R. G. Carter,
Army & Uavy Club,

Washington, D. C.

hear Captain Carter:

Herewith please find copy of le tter from Mr. E. h. Dorchester 

received yesterday, explaining that he has not been able to give 

concentrated time to th is matter, but that he has now begun to formulate 

the work.

of the Port Worth STAR-TELEGRAM of last Sunday, February 27th, contain

ing the f i r s t  installment of your contribution which they have captioned 

’"Ridding West Texas of the Comanche" instead of "Tragedies of Canon 

Blanco", with an introductory note which I hope you w il l  find pleasing. 

In handing your material to the Port Worth STAR-TELEGRAM, my son, 

C lifford  B. Jones, present Manager of the Spur Ranche, furnished the 

Editor with this introductory sketch.

I am assuming that the STAR-TELEGRAM has carried out the in

tention of sending twenty-five copies to you. However, I enclose a

I am th is  morning in receipt of a considerable number of copies

page with the a rt ic le  in, on the off-chance that they have not.

Yours very tru ly ,



C L I  F F  O R  D  B. J  O N E S ,  Ma n a g e r

FOR S. M .S W E N S O N  5 SONS

4 - 3 0 , 0 0 0  A C R E S  IN D I C  K  E NS, K  E NT, CR O  S B Y  A N  D Í3ARZA 
CO U N T I E S ,  T E X A S .  B E IN G  S O L D  IN Q UAR T ER S E C T IO N S  AND 
UPWARD DIR E C T  FROM THE OWNERS TO TH E HOM ES E EKERS, NO 
S E L L I N G  COM MISSIO NS.  A L L  R E L I A B L E  C O T T O N  P R O D U C IN G  
T E R R I T O R Y .  A B S O L U T E L Y  F R E E  F R O M  B O L L  W E E V IL

The Greatest Agricultural Opportunity in America

March 4, 1927.

Dearest Father:-

I  do not know how I came to bungle the instruc

tions regarding the 25 copies of each issue for Capt. Carter. 

I asked the Star-Telegram to send these to you, but that w ill  

be burdensome for you in the matter of forwarding, and I am 

amending these instructions in accordance with copy of te le 

gram and le tte r  directed to the Star-Telegram in the attach

ed copy of le t te r . You have not as yet made reference to the 

receipt of the 25 issues of last Sunday's paper, the major 

portion of which I assume you w ill  forward to Capt. Carter. 

The succeeding issues w i l l ,  however, under these amended 

advices go direct to him, and I sha ll send you some extra 

copies from here.

Affectionately yours,

VX
CBJ:MH



C L I F F O R D  B. J O N E S ,  M a n a g e r

FOR S. M .S W E N S O N 5 SONS

March 4, 1927

Dearest Father

I enclose the front page from today's issue of the 

Fort Worth Star-Telegram which carries a boxed notice of the 

Carter series of stories running in the Sundays issues of the 

Star-Telegram. I thought you, and perhaps.Capt. Carter, might 

lik e -to  see the prominence accorded his interesting manuscript.

in the in it ia l  installment of Capt. Carter's story 

there appears reference to the trees in this section of the 

country in the early  days, and fo r the benefit of the investi

gation which the State Experiment Station at Spur is  making 

of the loca l history of the mesquite, I am wondering i f  he would 

be kind enough to enlarge somewhat upon his reco llections. It  

would be interesting to learn from him how fa r  west and north 

mesquite were observed in  those days. Perhaps he could iden

t i fy  i t  with reference to the cap rock. The mesquite, as you 

w il l  re c a ll, have spread very rapidly within the last number of 

years. Evidently they were distributed along the early  t r a i ls

through th is country. Capt. Carter I believe omits the mesquite

\ from his reference to the trees of th is section t

Affectionate ~

CBJ :MH



Mar oil 4, 19m

Circulation pepartmont, 
Fort Worth 3tar-Telegram, 
Fort Worth, Texas.

Gentlemen:-
This will oon

this date:
"Supplem 
send 
each 
ter' 
Capt 
ington^ 
sending

owing night letter of

lette

which
please^

w  a

.ty-first ultimo please 
s n«xt Sunday's edition and 
in which appears Captain Car 
st Texas of Comaneh.es, to 
are Army and jjavy Club, Wash 
of to Mr. Jones at lew York,

quest ofHFebruary Slat and asks that you

five copies of eaoh issue in which ap- 
v* jf, uifBot vo uapv • h . G. Carter,
, Washington, instead of to Mr. C. A.care Arqiy 

Jones at 1
As previously mentioned, I do not know tne amount 

of postage, hence am unable to send remittance with the or— 

der, and I shall be glad to protect the item promptly upon 

your advices.
---- Thanking you,

Yours truly, ¿L
V

hiOBJiMl



Two White Men 
in the Pursuing 

Party Are 
Shot.

BY E. 0. McNEW.
M INERAL WELLS, March 5.— 

“As a young man I  had more than 
my share of fighting Indians; and, 
while I  was somewhat of a dare-devil 
in those early days, I  never left home 
in pursuit of them that I  did not feel 
a deep seated fear. I  spent two years 
as a soldier boy in the Civil War, and 

i commended for bravery c~

e courage or, perhaps, ] 
sav hardihood.”

Thus spoke one of the oldest In
habitants of Palo Pinto County, to me 
a few years ago as he grew reminis
cent and rather enthusiastic, for a 
man of his age. Continuing he nar
rated to me the following:

An Exciting Experience.
“Along in the late sixties I  had on* 

of the most exciting experiences of 
my Indian fighting, considering the 
small number of Indians engaged in 
the fight. I  was then living on a 
ranch near the present site of the 
town of Palo Pinto, when a messen
ger arrived announcing the presence 
of Indians on loni Creek, some 15 
miles from my home. We supposed 
the purpose of the Indians was to 
steal our best horses and drive them 
out of the country, this having been 
the extent of their depredations the 
few years previous.

“However, arming myself, I  accom
panied the messenger westward, no
tifying other ranchmen as we went. 
When we reached the Metcalf home, 
which was situated in the .Metcalf 
Gap through which the scenic Bank- 
head Highway now threads its way 
between mountains and along sparK- 
ling streams of purest spring waters 
as it passes to the prairies and plains 
of the great Southwest, we learned 
of the killing of Jesse Veale a few 
hours before, and we hastened at one* 
to the scene of the murder some six 
miks north on loni Creek.

“Jesse, it seemed, and his brother, 
were riding the range separated, per
haps, a mile or more from one another 
when he unexpectedly came upon a 
band of Comanches. As was the cus
tom in those days, Jesse had his 
Winchester strapped to his saddle. 
These long-range guns were earned 
by range riders for killing wolves 
more than for self protection. A 
forty-five Colts suspended in its hol
ster under the left arm was considered 
a better weapon for personal protec-

ti°a Brother is Found Bead.
“Whether the Indians lay in wait 

for him at a ford on loni or whether 
he came upon them unawares is not 
known; but at any rate, they fired 
upon him as he ascended the bank ot 
the creek at the ford. It  is supposed 
that Jesse’s horse threw him. but he 
possibly sprang from the saddle and 
at the same time drew his Winches
ter. Be that as it may, Jesse fired 
four shots at the Indians before death 
claimed him; for three empty cart
ridges lay on the ground beside him 
and one was found in his gun.

“The brother, hearing several shots 
In rapid succession, came hurriedly 
to the scene to find Jesse still in 
death, but. gripping firmly his faith
ful Winchester. His slayers were 
nowhere in sight.

“ Our party arrived on the scene of 
the murder, perhaps three hours af
ter the tragedy, and without delay 
began to search the surroundings 
for signs, tracks, or evidence of In
dians. But the ground was exceed
ingly dry, so dry in fact, that on* 
could scarcely leave a track on it.

“Finally we found unmistakable 
evidence of Indians, but their trail 
led towards a densely covered mesa or 
hill soirie two miles distant. We knew 
it would be the greatest hardihood 

/»„,• small number to pursue the 
into thpir well chosen fighting 

Accordingly, we dispatched 
«.w o oe rs  for reinforcements and 
postponed the pursuit till the follow
ing morning.

Pursuit Is Renewed.
"Provisions were procured from the 

nearest ranch house, and we struck 
camp for the night. None of us slept, 
however, inasmuch as we were highly 
excited and keen to be on the trail 
of the savages. Reinforcements kept 
arriving during the night, and bv day
light we were all in our saddles, and 
following the trail which led towards

is full well
that it'least one Indian was wound
ed. The Indians always plugged up 
their wounds, to prevent bleeding, 
Later and further on we came upon 
a bloody place on the ground, evident
ly the resting place of their wounded 
man for some time.

“Encouraged by this fresh evidence 
and knowing that the Indians could 
travel but slowly with a wounded 
man, we hastened on towards the 
wooded mesa. Here at its base after 
considerable search, we discovered 
that the Indians had ascended the 
slope through the densest underbrush.

Dismounting and leaving our horses

i from bottom to top with 
¡h a little higher than 

a man’s head. In it a whole army 
might have concealed itself, for it was 
impossible for the eye to penetrate me 
mass of underbrush more than a few

y8“i}ut with special detail* to watch 
either side and another to watch the 
front and higher stretches of the rim 
of the mesa, we moved slowly higher 
and higher, expecting every minute to 
be pierced with a . rifle ball from a 
lurking Indian's gun. Half way to 
the top, we came upon a place more 
open, a sort of p*airie covering a few 
kundred square feet.

The above pictures were taken recently at vital points which played important parts in the last fatal Indian raid in Palo Pinto County. The upper 
left hand picture shows the crevice formed by boulders where A l Bennett, a member of the posse chasing the Indians, was shot. The picture to the 
right shows where the Indians were trapped arid Jim Warren was wounded. The lower left hand picture is on lon i Creek. I t  was at this ford that 
Jesse Veale was killed by the Indians. He was the last whit# man to be killed in Palo Pinto County by Indians. The picture to the right shows a por
tion o f the Bankhead Highway near Metcalf Gap. A t the time of the murder and the chase this paved road was a mere trail, and over which the 
Indians traveled fo r some miles in  making their escape.

e had been placed here, partially 
' ' -  ' ’ ; the long

ing ground 
~ By his side' lay a few broken

3 the happy hunting g

arrows, underneath his hips 
wide brim hat,, that of Jesse Veale, 
and strapped to his waist were four 
scalps, one of a woman and three of 
children. Just how the Indians got-...... ”-'n«yJesse’s hat is conjecture— Evx dently 
they did not come very near his dead»„*....... "else they would have taken
__ .1, his gun, his watch, and c
belongings.

. . . . .  r ______— — ----  ... - blown
from Jesse's head and carried near the 
place of ambush by the Indians.

"Leaving the warrior undisturbed, 
we hastened up the mesa and reached 
the top without further discovery as 
to the whereabouts of the savages. 
Here we separated into groups, one 
group was to search the top of the 
mesa, which was smooth and level 
and contained but little underbrush, 
trees or rocks, while the other two 
were to follow the rim of the mesa

until we should c< 
further side.

“ We had proceded but a dozen or 
more yards, however, when four shots 
in rapid succession informed us that 
the fight had really begun. Looking in 
the direction whence the reports came, 
I  saw A l Bennett fall. He. rose, made 
a few steps and fell again. Accord
ing to prearranged agreement, we all 
dropped to the ground and crawled 
as fast as possible towards our fallen 
companion.

“Finding him severely wounded but 
not fatally so, we dragged him back 
some distance towards the middle of 
the mesa under the protection of a 
huge rock. Al was able to tell us 
where the Indians were hidden. Their 
rendezvousfwas a large cavern formed 
between great boulders more than 20 
feet in thickness. It  had been formed 
by some great rock masses settling off 
from the great stratum which formed 
the rim of the hill.

“Here in the crevice some fifteen 
feet wide and 30 feet long were bot
tled up our dreaded foes. Al had 
walked up to look into this pit when

at the a rifle ball struck him in the fore
head. I  could never understand why 

7,en or he was not killed, for he was not 
" "  feet from the muzzle

. .. and then'riccochetted, split
ting his scalp for four inches or more.

“Al explained later that he always 
had been considered. hard headed by . 
his parents even when he was a boy.

Only *ine Men Left. ’
“ We had but] nine men able to fight, 

and we supposed there could hot be 
more than a /dozen Indians in this 
cave, yet just. below there _ was an 
impenetrable thicket in which there 
might be hidden many more ready to 
pick us off one at a time. Crawling 
along on the ground, we made further 
search, discovered the entrance' to the 
cavern, a passage not more, than three 
feet wide, and placed two guards well 
concealed behind boulders to watch 
this entrance.

“We knew it would never do
attack the Indians in this place, for 
they evidently,sat facing us ready to 
fire as soon as a head came into view. 
Finally it was decided that seven of

us would stand guard while two went 
for reinforcements and a doctor.

“Al was suffering intensely, had 
lost much blood, and was begging for 
water. Unable to bear his piteous 
pleas for water longer, we sent two 
■more of our number to loni Creek 
for water. This left but five of r

-J; out at last, Jim War
ren rose ana exclaimed:

“Marion, I  am going to slip np 
there and kill at least one of the

“ I.remonstrated with him but to no 
avail. He had gone but a few yards 
when a rifle crack, stretched him upon 
the sod. Crawling up as ■ quickly as 
possible, I  got him by the feet and 
dragged him back to safety. He was 
not killed I ' ‘ "  "
Two wounded men 
were begging for w 
that water would n

r instead of one 
•, and it seemed 
r arrive. I£ven

w* who lay there on guard were al
most famished, not having had a drop 
of water the entire day.

• Carry Water in Boots.
“ About 5 o’clock the water carriers 

returned with two bootfuls. They 
had been unable to find any recep
tacle in which to carry water when 
a bright idea, dawned upon one of 
them. He removed his new boots, 
rinsed them out well, filled'them' with 
creek water, and returned barefoot 
carrying water in his boots. The con
tents of one boot went to the wounded 
men while we four others who had 
kept guard drank the other bootful.

“This was the only time in my life 
that I  ever drank out of a bootleg, and 
I  declare upon my honor that that 
was the best water I  ever drank in my 
life. While, drinking, I  wished the 
bootleg was a mile long and my neck 
equally lengthy that I  might get the 
maximum joy.

“Half .an hour later 10 additional 
men arrived ..to assist us. We held 
a consultation and decided that while 
half stood guard, the others should 
gather rocks and hurl them into the

The Family of Wright Conner Am ong The Earliest in the County

Tarrant Coungty*s First H m  direct Families

. much more dried blood o 
grass end some evidences of strug
gling. We concluded that in this 
place the savages had spent the night. 
Following tracks a few yards into the 
underbrush, we came upon a mountain 
gully in the bottom of which nearly 
covered with leaves, dirt and stones 
lay th* dead body ®f aa T

Note—This Is another of a 
aeries of stories on Tarrant Coun
ty’s First Hundred Families.

BY MARY DAGGETT LAKE.

r HAS been said that a reverence 
for the past and a desire to 
maintain every sort of connection 

with it is a strong and growing force 
among an educated people. Certainly 
one should consider it a privilege to 
have descended from sturdy and virile 
ancestors who had devoted some por
tion of their time arid energy to the 
upbuilding of such a community as 
Tarrant County has become.

The earliest of the pioneers who 
settled this county, headrighled land 
grants which they pre-empted from the 
Government. A bit of early Texas 
history will not be amiss as a preface 
to this sketch of the Conner family, 
who were among Tarrant’p First-Hun
dred.

In August. 1841, W. S. Peters of 
Louisville. Ky., with his associates, 
contracted with the Republic of Tex
as to introduce a number of colonists, 
into certain sections within its boun
daries. There was need of active inen 
to occupy her vacant lands and stand 
guard against Mexican invasion on 
the west and Indian depredations 

ywhere. In defense of her iron- 
settlements an end was sought 

to enlist capitalists in introducing- and 
settling up her vacant lands with 
families and. single men from other 
lands.

The area thus affected began with 
thé junction of Big Mineral with Red 
River, thence south 60 miles, then 
west 22 miles, then north to Red Riv
er. then southeast with this stream to 
the beginning. By subsequent con
tracts the boundary was extended to 
embrace an area of more than 100 
miles, taking in parts of the whole 
of Dallas. Ellis. Johnson. Tarrant. 
Denton. Cooke. Montague. Parker. 
Hood. Erath. Palo Pinto, Jack. Clay. 
Wichita. Archer. Young, Stephens 
Wise and Eastland Counties.

The settlers who came in under 
these contracts were chiefly from Mis
souri. Indiana. Kentucky. Illinois and 
Tennessee, and were given 640 acres 
for heads of families and 320 for sin
gle men. The settlers in the eastern 
counties progressed more rapidly than 
those in the Wesl because les* dis
turbed by Indian raids.

MANY difficulties as to titles oc
curred between the first settlers 

and the squatters and much trouble 
ensued for a time. About the date 
of Fort Worth’s establishment as an 
Army post, however, title troubles be-

gan to wane. The Texas Legislature 
appointed commissioners to settle the 
conflicting claims. The map of Tar
rant County shows nearly 150 head- 

for 320-acre and 640-acre

__land grants marked the begin-
of many of Tarrant County’s

tracts.
Thèse

most distinguished fainilies, 
the descendants of whom reside in Fort 
Worth and other parts of the county, 
where they have become prominent in 
business and social life of the com
munity.

Among those claiming this privilege 
was the family of Joseph Wright Con
ner. who emigrated from Tennessee 
to Texas in 1847. They made the 
trip in the regulation ox-drawn cov
ered wagón, stopping for a short time 
at Farmer’s Branch in Dallas Coun
ty. In 1849 they moved to Tarrant 
County and located about two and 
one-half miles west of .the old Army 
post on the Clear, Fork of the Trinity 
where they headrighted 640 acres of

This land extended from the waters 
of the Trinity tvest to what later be
came the Stove Foundry Addition, 
Camp Bowie and ;the Bailey proper
ty, including Greenwood Cemetery. 
The-Conner family was well-estab
lished here when the Peaks. Terryi- 
and Allens came to Tarrant County, 

plien Terry and James K. Allen,
¡ father of Mrs. Mollie King of this 

city, bought some of this land and 
Charles Turner bought part of it

Conner family were comfort
ably domiciled in their log louse 
when the aforementioned families 
came. When Terry. and Allen pur
chased the land from Conner, Conner 
moved his family into one room of the 
house and shared the other room with 
the Terry and Allen families. These 
three families lived together under 
this one roof for about a year, until 
the completion of a new home which 
the Conners built about a mile south 
of where they first lived. Such was 
the spirit of hospitality and accom
modation of that day.

These families were good friends 
throughout the years. It was through 
the influence of Stephen Terry. James 
Allen and the Peaks that Mrs. Conner 
joined the First Christian Church. She 
became one of the earliest adherents 
of this faith in the county, and often 
met with that little band who organ
ized the First Christian Church in 
Fort Worth at the home of Mrs. Peak.

JOSEPH W RIGHT CONNER mar
ried Lucinda Wakefield in Ten

nessee, and they had the following

children: William D., John: W., who
died in the Civil W ar; Margaret, wlio 
became the wife of Col. Abraham Har
ris, a sketch of whom was given in a 
former article; .Joseph Conner, who 
also, died 'in the'Civil War, and Jess : 
Conner, who married Mattie ( “Nug” ) 
Nance, daughter of Gideon Nance, 
one of Tarrant County’s early pio-.

Both Jess Conner and his father-in- 
law were interesting characters in 
their day. Nance was one of the 
most successful politicians the county 
ever had, and was possessed of a keen 
wit which won many friends for him. 
Jess Conner was an Indian , inter
preter and could talk to the Indians 
in their own language. He also was 
an expert interpreter of the Indian 
dances and dill them quite well.

Mrs. Lucinda (Wakefield) Conner, 
wife of J. W. :Conner, after the; death 
of her busbanft, went' to'live with the 
family of Dr. C. M. Peak. . The Peaks 
were devoted to her and made the re
maining years of her life comfortable 
and happy She died at the home of 
Dr. Peak in 4863 and was buried In 
Pioneer Rest j  Cemetery beside th e  
grave of her ¡husband. “Aunt" Mol
lie (Allen) King and '‘Uncle" Stephen 
Terry sat up [with Mrs. Conner dur
ing her last illness, as was the custom 
in that day when there was illness in 
a friend's family, and they wer» pres
ent when she died. Rev. ¿J.lison 
Clark preache)! her funeral service.

William D. ¡Conner, eldest child of 
Joseph Wright Conner and wife. Lu
cinda (Wakefield) Conner, married 
Nancy Fy/J| of Farmers Branch. 
Dallas County, in 1849 They moved 
at once to Tarrant County and settled 
on the 4S0-acre grant of land adjoin
ing his father's place. In. 1875 they 
sold their Tarrant County interests 
and moved to San Saba County where 
a & s r  the remaining years of

W. D. Conner served in the Civil 
War and received a severe wound in 
the left shoulder, being shot at the 
Battle of Chiekamagua. He was sent 
home on a furlough because of this 
about the time the war closed. W. D. 
Conner and wife. Nancy (Fykes) Con
ner, had the following five children: 
A. H., Christian, Lucinda, Frank and 
Josephine.

A H. Conner was horn in 1850.' 
He married, first, Minnie Addington, 
daughter of. Parson”  Addington of 
Dallas and ¿feer of Sidney Will- 
burn’s wife. : They moved to Brady 
in May, 1876, and reared a  family 
there. Their children were: Carrie, 
th* oldest, who married Jeff D. Ben

son,. ranchman, farmer . and stock- 
raiser ; lives ■ with her family about 
nine miles north of Brady ¡-.John, who 
was born in Tarrant County, lives in 

' Kemble'County with his family ; Al- 
lie, who married Busie Sharp, an ani
mal inspector, lives in Eldorado; Lela, 
who married Henry BlasdeU, a farm
er and stockraiser, lives about 12

tween freight 
died in infancy.MRS. M INNIE

CONNER died 
buried at Brady A. 
ried, second, Mrs. Alzenith Bowers 
and they have_ two children, Emma

ADDINGTON 
l 1883 and is 

Conner iriar-

they have no children. Addie Conner 
married Fred A. Ellis, a ’ ranchman 
and livestock dealer of Menard, Texas ; 
they have three children.

A. H. Conner lives in Brady—hale 
and hearty in his 77th year — and 
while in reminiscent mood, recently

“ It  seems like I  should be older 
than I  am, for I  remember quite dis
tinctly when the county seat was at 
Birdvillè and the fight that was made 
to bring it to Fort Worth. The issue 
was decided by:an election and whisky, 
and sugar were set out in front of the 
two stores that were there. An Irish
man went from one to tlie other and 
would yell out, ‘Fort Worth water 
tastes like whisky. Fort Worth salt 
tastes like sugar. Hurrah for Fort . 
Worth1’ I followed him around from 
place to., place to hear his next ‘get 
off.’ Then he would catch me and 
make me drink Soon I  was in the 
same f ix . the Irishman was

“Also I can remember clearly the 
Tonkawa Indians that were camped 
about our place. Our log cabin was 
fenced about with poles, and we had 
old-fashioned stile blocks to go .over 
instead of a gate. The Indians would 
never come over the blocks, but would 
jump the fence. I  frequently drove 
sharp stobs for them to jump on, but 
they would always miss them."

Christian Conner, daughter of Wil
liam D. Conner and wife, Nancy 
(Fykes) Conner, married a Mr Hol
man of San Saba. They had one 
child. Lucinda Conner, daughter of 
William D. Conner and wife, mar
ried Ky Majors of Fort Worth; they 
have no children. Frank Conner; son 
of William D. Conner and wife, died 
ta Oklahoma, unmarried. Josephine

Conner, daughter of William D. Con
ner and wife, died unmarried in Den
ton ¡County.
i William D. Conner, father of A. H. 
Conner,, ¡died at the age of 87 years 
and - is buried in the Brady Cemetery, 
as is also Mrs. Williain D. Conner.

IN THIS connection, a list of early 
settlers who pre-empted land in 

Tarrant County will prove a valuable 
reference in tracing families of the 
present and" future generations. 
Thomas William Ward was 
pointed commissioner to issue 
right certificates to settlers, ana tne 
following were listed within the lim- 
its of Tarrant County:

Cornelius Connolly, 640 acres; 
Isaac Scliconover, 320; J. W. Conner, 
640; Pete Schoonover, 320; J. S. 
- -  --- W . D. Conner, 320; J. P.

™ 320;

\,S

Gaouhenaut, 320; T. Mc
Cann. 320; W. II. Hudson, 320; R. 
Crowley, 320: Isham Crowley, 320; 
John Baugh, 320; Michael Baugh, 
320; A. A. Robinson (three). 160,. 160 
and 320; Felix Mulligan. 640; Wil
liam J. Little, 320; John Little, S20; 
S. K. Smith, 320; Isaac Thomas, 040; 
Edward Little, 640; John Bursey, 
320: S. Gilmore, 640; J. B. York, 
640; Joel Walker, 640.

L . J. Tinsley. €140; Sanders Elliott, 
640; John Akers, 320; T. Akers, CIO;
S. Akers, 320; W. Morris, 640; W. C. 
Trimble, 640; H. Bennett. 640; S. 
Pendleton, 320; A S. Trimble, 640: 
J W. Elliston, 640; M. Elliston, 640; 
W. Scruggs, 320; H. F Sargent, 640: 
Mahrilda Lynch (widow), 640; A. G. 
Walker, 640: S. Hayworth, 640; W. 
A. Trimble, 320; S. Sanger. 320; John 
Condra, 640; E. S. Carter, 320; L. C. 
Walker. 640; Pamela Allen (widow), 
640; R F. Allen. 640; R. Baker. 640; 
J. A. Dunham, 640; A. Barnes, 640; 
Charles Medlin (part in Denton), (140: 
H. Medlin, 64Q; W. W. Hall, 640;
T. Mahon, 640; Francis Thorpe, 640; 
A. Foster, 640; D. Tannahill, 640; 
James Cate. 640

Charles Baker, 640; H. Suggs, 320; 
William Bradford, 640; V. J. Hutton, 
640; J. J. Goodwin, 640: J. B. Bar
nett. 320; George Burgoon, 320; J. P. 
Alford, 640; A. J. Huitt, 320; J. J. 
Winfield, 640: W. R. Loving, 6-10: 
Ruth Brown (widow), 640; Larkin 
Barnes,. 640; W. Underwood, 640; 
J. J. Goodwin. 320: M. K. Selvidge, 
320; J. R. Parker. 320; John Brown, 
640; J, R. Baugh, ?20; M. Goodwin, 
640: David Bradshaw, 640; M. Good
win. 320: William O’Neil, 640; Ma- 
hulda Harris. 640: J. Blackwell. 640:

Redskins L e a v e  
One Dead in 

C a v e  o n  
Creek.

cavern. Surely this would drive 
them out through the opening and they 
could be ktiled as they emerged.

“Great heaps of rocks were first 
collected near the cavern's edge, and 
at a given signal all: begun, throwing 
them into the crevice. Within a few 
minutes the savages set up such a 
vicious ■ howl as I  never expect to 
hear again. Their yells exceeded those 
of a pack of coyotes, but still they 
did not come from under shelter. We 
learned later that the. Indians took 
refuge under the rocks, for under one 
of the immense boulders there, was a 
large cavern.

“ Their yelling and whoops were 
caused, perhaps, by the sight of blood 
on some of the rocks-hurled into their 
hiding place. - From this they 1 
they had either killed c

Fire Is Next Used.
“Having used rocks to no advant

age, we next tried fire. Gathering 
brush and dead- limbs of trees, we 
placed them in a great pile as near 
the edge of the pit as we could with 
safety, set the mass on' fire, and when 
it had begun to burn furiously, shoved 
it into the cavern with long pole*. 
This will bring them out,' thought 
we, but this likewise failed. The 
savages evidently whipped out the fire 
with their blankets.

“ Next we tried gunpowder. Hav
ing filled a flask with powder, we at
tached a fuse, lit it, and hurled it 
Into the pit. No explosion followed. 
Perhaps the flask was broken, on the 
rocks before the powder had time to 
become ignited. We then drew off for 
further consultation. Some were in 
favor of charging the place without 
further delay, but this could but re
sult in further casualties, and already 
we had suffered too much, considering 
that we had accomplished so little.

“ It was deemed best that we with
draw, as if giving up the siege, pass 
down the mesa, and at its base form 
a guard completely encircling the hilh 
Then when the Indians were seen, we 
could attack them in a riiore favorable 
place. This plan was adopted, and 
the gathering darkness seemed to aid 
ns in the execution of it. We thought 
the Indians would try to leave the 
place at once. A shot by any one of 
the guards was to be the signal for 
the rush in the direction whence the 
report came. We now had 18 men 
available for duty.

Didn’t Sleep All Night.
“These were stationed in i

undff the instruction <5f a doctor t 
the nearest ranch house. : Exhausted, 
hungry, thirsty anilfr sleepy, we stood 
guard all night, but the Indians did 
not appear.

“Not a man among us had slept a 
wink the night previous, few had eaten 
since tlie night before, and many of 
ns had had but a single drink of wa
ter the entire hot Summer day. This 
was a night, indeed, that tried men’s ' 
souls.

“When the following morning 
dawned, we assembled again and de
cided to go at once and take the place 
by assault. We passed np the mesa 
quickly, drew up in line on the top of 
the only side from which an assault 
could be made, got down on all fours 
and crept up slowly in line, each 
man keeping his gun in front of him 
ready to open fire at a given signal. 
When we got within a few feet of 
the opening, we stopped, and a few 
placed their hats on si ieks and held 
them up, hoping thereby to draw the 
Indians’  fire.

“Then we expected to rush up and 
all begin firing as fast as possible. 
No response came to this ruse. We 
crept closer and tried the same thing 
again, but there was no response. 
Finally one of our number ventured 
to peep over into the enveru. Then 
we learned that our foes had outwitted 
us completely. None was to be found 
in the cavern.

Indians Make Escape.
“We went into the place, examined 

. It thoroughly, found more bloody plugs 
and one blanket almost burned up 
from the fire of the previous day. But 
the wild beasts had escaped.. We 
hunted the mesa sides without any 
results, but late in the afternoon we 
discovered where the Indians had 
crossed loni beaded north toward the 
Brazos River.

“We kept up our search till nighL

"The following day and ils succes
sors for a week we continued our op
erations. We passed all througji Jack 
County to our north, but nevardid we 
catch sight of an Indian. Persons 
along the route of travel reported the 
facts to us of having seen one or two 
at different places, but we never came 
upon them again. How they so com
pletely outwitted us I  do not know, 
unless it was their superior hearing, 
sight and ease of movement.

“Evidently they kept to the hills 
along the escarpment that crosses 
these counties. Eighteen of us were 
well mounted, while the Indians were 
afoot till after they entered Jack 
County. Several horses were missing 
from that section and possibly the 
Indians got these and escaped on 
them.

"Six months later we heard that a 
party of seven Comanches had come 
into Fort Sill in the Indian Territory, 
two of them rather severely wounded, 
and, on being asked about the reason* 
for their wounds, had exclaimed;

“  ‘Much fight in Texas.’ ”
The End.

H. Blackwell (son), 320; Soloman 
Davis. 64u; C. C. Carter, 320; L. Fin
ger, 640; J. Huitt, 640; O. Medlin, 
640; J. Stephens, 640, J. M. Stephens, 
€140; E. M. Daggett. 640; M. J. 
Brinson. 630; J. Hyden, 640; J. Deg- 
man. 320; E. L  Harris. 320: Hiram 
Blackwell, 640; Anderson Newton 
(F ),  640; W. Mack, 640; J. W. Lane, 
640; C. T. Lane, 320; S. S. Lane, 
320; A. J. Stephens, 320; A. Stephens, 
320: J. L. Newton, 320; H. G. Lynch, 
320; E. S. Terrell. 320; D. C. Man
ning, 320; Samuel Needham, 640; 
Daniel Barcroft, 640; I. Neace. 640; 
Jesse Gallon, 640; Jesse Gibson, 040; 
T. M. Hood. 040; J. A. Freeman, .640; 
R. Eads, 320; S. Freeman, 320; 
Thomas Easten, 640; A. F. Leonard»

I



March 9, 1927

Dearest Father: -

I enclose sheet from the Star-Telegram of recent 

aate containing an a rt ic le  by E. 0. McKew, of Mineral W ells,

entitle  '»The last Murder by Indians in Palo Pinto*». I am
>

wondering whether perhaps this was not inspired by the ar

t ic le s  of Capt. Carter, to whom I thought perhaps you might 

care to send this enclosure.

Capt. Carter:
In compliance with the above suggestion of my 

son, I am enclosing the article.

CBJ:MH
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March 9, 1927.

Captain R. G. Carter, 
Army & Navy Club,

Washington, D. C
Bear Captain Carter;

I duly received yours of March 5th and I have taken the liberty 
of having copies made of it to send to my son and Mr. Dorchester so 

that they may see the appreciative comments which you make.
Doting that you had not received any copies of the Fort Yiorth 

STAR-TELEGRAM direct, I mailed you a dozen copies, which I trust will 
be sufficient. I am sending you three more today. I had asked my 
son with reference to the forwarding of the papers to you and I enclose 
a copy of his letter to the STAR-TELEGRAM of March 4th, from which you 

will see that hereafter the twenty-five copies will go direct to you*

This will also acknowledge receipt this morning of your letter 
of March 8th confirming that no copies have been received.

I have just received today from Clifford a page from the Fort Worth 

STAR-TELEGRAM of March 4th showing some publicity they are giving the 
articles. I enclose the letter from Clifford transmitting the page an3 
asking if you can add anything to the information as to how far west acA 
north mesquite was observed in that country. If you can al^iiny infor-
mation, please do so.

Sincerely yours
Ene
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March 22, 1927.

Capts in R. G. Garter,
Army & navy Club,

Washington, X). C.
Dear Captain Carter;

This will acknowledge your letter of the 20th and post
card of the 21st with respect to erratic deliveries of the STAR- 
TELEGRAM, but your post-card shows that you are now short only 
ten copies of the issue of February 27th, being the first issue 

giving your story. The explanation of this I think is that the 

twenty-five copies which should have gone to you were sent to me 
instead and I kept ten copies, sending you fifteen. I at first 
supposed that you were also receiving a supply, and will promptly 

attempt to arrange to have additional numbers of the first issue sent 
you and believe that I will be successful.

I regret that there has been any disappointment in this 
regard, realizing the matter would be of intense interest to your old 
army friends in the Club.

Sincerely yours,



FREE PORT SULPHUR CQMPAHY 
Freeport, Texas. 
April 4, 19 27.

Mr. C. A. Jones,
61 Broadway,
Hew York City.
Pear Mr. ' Jones:

. „ , 4^ last I have started on the map for Capt. Carter, hav
ing-routed the several expeditions on the duplicate copy of the four 
?®CH 0n. map’ c °mbined these four sections on one tracing with the 
boundaries as directed, - Abilene Kansas on the north - Shreveport 
and Galveston on the .east - P.emolino Mexico on the south, and Port 
Sumner Jew Mexico on the west. I have also traced in all the rivers

t n b u fari®s’ .have t)rinted tbe names of each in Texas and located tbe railroads m  Texas. Shall continue to do this on the 
balance ox the map before putting on the routes.

In reference to these routes - I am undecided just how to
lines1 T dliferePt character lines, or in solid colored1 i1™ ® ?  wben_ this map is reduced by photography, the routes 
• lli^be printed in different colored lines, using the colors on the 
tracing, oecause the legend will refer to them.

I
will m t  Ll6?!! 5dT,ise, J'ust V7hst title w H l  be used. I trust it -■-ill xiot oe too full, because I did not leave much room for it.
colfaer^ihe re fj??'% ln-01d P xic0 &nd the lower right hand? +S l i tne Gulf oi Mexico shows. There might be an extra page
xn the book going into detail if thought best, in the way ofexplaf!
ation of the map. How about the topography, and is it desired?' Ican put it on just as well 
time, ’out will improve the 
all I have in mind now. I 
fearing my work would be a 
nitude and importance when

as not, but it will take considerably more 
appearance of the map greatly, 
have felt rather faint hearted 
failure because I had no idea of

That i s 
at times, 

mag-its
L’he mapu 7 „ - y0li spoke to me about it.

measures about lorty inches square outside the border which I have
j T ® PrlntlDf is so ami 1 and my ? j Z .

os on ?he o j J t o s U j h f  * *. U  » W  «P asc.s on tne original maps. However, since I have gotten so fr-r t em
not^gosng to cult the Job. trusting it -111 m e e t ^ V m e S u r i f  o?

With many kind regards, I am,
Yours very truly,

'Pc m, n . * ft l gn ed ) E. T). I) or ch e e t e r-*o. i e clippings you sent were very interesting. * " ’ C

i
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H H W Y © i n |  April 8, 19 27.

Captain R. G. Carter,
fo Army & liavy Club,

Washington, P.C.
Pear Captain Carter:

Please find herewith copy of letter received from 

.Air. Dorchester today showing progress upon the map and making 
certain inquiries. I will appreciate it if you will suggest 

what answer should be made in these various respects.

While Mr. Dorchester speaks in a sense disparagingly 
of his work in some respects, I feel entirely confident you will 
be very much pleased with the map when received, as I have never 
yet seen him turn out a piece of work that was not excellently 
done .

The clippings that Mr. Dorchester refers to where the 

chapters of your story which had been published at the time of my 
last letter to him.

Yours very truly,



C L I F F O R D  B. J O N E S ,  M a n a g e r

FOR S. M .S W E N S O N  & SONS

4 - 3 0 , 0 0 0  A C R E S  IN D I C K E N S ,  K E N T ,  C R O S B Y A N D  G AR Z A 
C O U N T I E S , T E X A S .  B E IN G  S O L D  IN Q U A R T E R  S E C T I O N S  AND 
UPWARD D IR E C T  F R O M T H E  O WNERS TO THE HOM ESE EKE RS ,  NO 
S E L L I N G  C O M MISSIO NS.  A L L  R E L I A B L E  C O T T O N  P R O D U C IN G  
T E R R I T O R Y .  A B S O L U T E L Y  F R E E  F R O M  B O L L  W E E V IL

The Greatest Agricultural Opportunity in América

Wnm/J

April 8, iyS7.

Capt. R. G. Carter, 
c/o Army & RAvy Club,
Washington, h. C.
Pear Capt. Carter:-

Your interesting letter of trie 4th inst. is re

ceived, and I note with gratification that the publication 

of your very splendid article which appeared in the Star- 

Telegram under the title ,rRidding West Texas of the Comanches”, 

has brought you a profitable correspondence from many sources. 

We have heard many nice things said with respect to your ex

periences as interestingly recounted in the Star-Telegram, 

for whose publication we arranged through our friends, the 

edit ors.

With respect to the Yellow House Canyon please be 

advised that this is west of Blanco Canyon.
I appreciate your courteous and thoughtful inquiries 

with respect to my mother’s health, which is quite poor.

With best wishes for your own good health,

CBJ:MH



r

E.P. SW E N SO N . 6  1 B R O A D W A Y .
S .A .S W E N S O N .
A .C .S W E N S O N .
S.M . SW E N SO N .

Capt. R. G. Carter,
fo Army & Navy Club,

Washington, B. C.

Bear Captain Cart err

I  have yours of: April 10th.

I am ever so glad that you seem pleased with the progress 

Mr. Borehester is making. I am taking pleasure in transmitting 

copy o f  your le tter to him, together with^very carefu l instructions 

to supplement those which have gone before, as I sent him a l l  

of your original memoranda, appreciating that he would need i t  in 

the work.

I observe with the greatest pleasure the interest which has 

been e lic ited  through the publication of your a rt ic le s , and particu lar

ly  to know that it is in your mind to rev is it  those places in the near 

future. Please under no circumstances go without taking me into yoir 

confidence and that my son m i l  a lso  be advised, as i t  w i l l  be a red 

le tte r  day fo r us when you go, and you w il l  of course be our guest

at the Spur Inn for the period of your stay and my son w ill  take the 

greatest interest and pleasure in assisting  you to find the locations

which were so fam iliar to you nearly f i f t y  years ago.



E. J. CO W AN
A T T O R N E Y - A T - L A W  

C O W A N  B U I L D I N G  

S P U R ,  T E X A S

May 1,1927.

Gapt.Hobert G*barter, 
Washington,!). G.

hear Sir:

Your le tte r  was received some weeks ago, 
and the information contained therein is  very much 
appreciated. A few minutes a fte r getting i t  from the 
p o s t -o ff ic e ,M r.C lifford  Jones came into my office,and  
when I told him o f receiving i t  he was delighted,andy 
read i t  with a great deal o f interest;he told  me that 
they wanted to get you to make them a v is it  here i f  
possib le . I hope you w il l  be able to come. I read the 
le tte r  to my eightyear old son,and told him I would w i l l  
i t  to h^m.On the follow ing Sunday we drove out near 
Soldier s Mound on the graveled highway and he fretted  
very much because I didnt take him up on the Mound to 
see where the so ld iers had been. I believe I told you 
that Spur is  a c lit t le  S*E.of the Mound;it is  re a lly  due 
south,four miles,and on the south side of a long ridge 
extending to the mouth of Dockum Creek,and bordering the 
south bank of Dockum Creek for about a mile.

I read a l l  your A rtic les in the Port Worth 
Star-Telegram and have f i le d  them away. The story was 
especially  interesting to me,for the scenes of the events 
described are a l l  in te rrito ry  where I have spent my l i f e ;
I was born within about 25 miles of Parker's Port in 
nimestOne County,and resided in McLennan County,the home 
of the late Gov.Hoss,until I came to this county when 
Spur opened as a town. I knew the Hoss family and nearly 
a l l  his re latives in McLennan County;and of course have 
often heard and read of the capture of Cynthia Ann Parker. 
Your le tte r  te llin g  about the f i l l i n g  of the ponies con
firms a statement I have often heard an old timer here 
make concerning i t  -  except that he added that Mackenzie 
k ille d  the " l i t t le  Indians"also at the time,which I did not 
believe.

I thank you for very much for the letter»and  
when your book is  published,please request your publisher 
to send me c .o .d .a  copy.

With best w ishes,! am

Yours very tru ly,



C o m e m y

b k w  'YOfl&K-, May 4, 1927 .

Captain R. G. Carter,
fa Army & Navy Club ,

Washington, X». C.
Dear Captain Carter:

Last Sunday's Dallas PEWS has as one of its features 
an illustrated article "Glories of Old Frontier Posts of 
Texas", including of course Port Richardson and other forts 
with -which you were familiar in the early days. Believing 

that the history of these forts will be interesting to you, I 
am sending it herewith.

Yours very truly,

Enc
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May 20', 1927

Captain R. G. Carter,
% Army & llavy Club,

Washington, D. C.
Dear Captain Carter:

I have yours of May 19th and you are over-generous in your 
expressions of appreciation in regard to the clipping I sent on the 
subject of the old Ports. I am indeed glad if it gave you and your 
associate any pleasure.

Your defence of the habits of the officers of the old front: 

posts meets an ans\,;ering response in me. In my early life I was 
a more or less frequent visitor of such posts, particularly Port 
Lewis and Uncornpah.gre cantonment and the different agencies of the

Indian experiences in the LaSal Mountains in Utah in June '81. Of
course the time I speak of was considerably subsequent to your own 

experiences, but I had enough contact with the Indian depredations to 
have an appreciation of what you must have gone through in the earlier 
days.

I note with great interest you are planning a trip over your old 
stations to include the Spur Ranche, if your old Sergeant can accompany 
you and I sincerely hope that this will be done.

Mrs. Jones remains at Spur so ill and in such a low state that 

I find it necessary to go to Texas to be with her for an indefinite time, 

and am leaving in a very few days. My address ?/ill hence be Spur until

further notice and I wish it might be my good fortune to have

TJtes and Uavajos. In fact, some moderate

you come whik



Captain E. G. Carter Page #2
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I am there. I will, however, hope to get her into a state where she 

can he moved to a different environment and I do not plan to be there 

very long. I will ask Mr. Dorchester to send the map direct to you when 
it is finished. I he.ve been anticipating that he must be nearing the end.

Sincerely yours,



June 22, 1927

R.G. Garter,
Captain, TJ.S. Army,
Army and Navy Club,
Washington, D . C.
Dear Sir:

At last I have finished your "four section" map and 

am forwarding today to the above address by insured parcel post 
the maps you sent me, the tracing in a separate cover and the 
journal notes by mail in another separate cover - three items in 

all. I trust you will receive them in due time and in good order.

Mr. Jones is here for a few days having come from Spur 
and will return there. He has seen the tracing and seems well 
pleased. However, it is not satisfactory to me because the flesh 
is weak to begin with and my eyes not very good, several features 
in connection with the combination of a map of this character, 
contributed to the result you have - and had I known its magnitude 
I would have hesitated at the performance. However, I have kept in 

mind what this map means to you and have endeavored to give you 
something which in a way may serve its purpose.

You will note the topography is mis sang. I hesitated 
about putting it on for fear of making a botch of it because of the 
small scale of the map and particularly the Spur Section ?.ras so 
indistinct and dim I could not be sure of it so left it off almost 

entirely.



- 2 -

The routes you will find fairly correct, the old roads
I could not show satisfactorily except as single lines; the 

position of- the title I trust will meet your approval, since I had 
already drawn in the border after noting the southern limit of the 
map, as per your first note, several of the sons of the !,old timers1' 
whose early days were spent either in the Pan'Handle ¡Section or 

Oklahoma, have been greatly interested in this map and are eager to 
get a copy of it in white. I am quite sure it would meet with 
ready sale in the large cities located within its confines.

I would appreciate having several of the reduced maps 
when you get them.

Yours very truly,

EDD:L



ilexas Jfalk-iCore Satiety
Mntorsitu Station 

Austin, «Texas
, October IS, 1927

Dear Mr, Dorchester:

I cannot tell you how much I value the map, I ami going to 
have it mounted on c oivas and hang it where I can have access 
to it, I have had more trouble getting accurate- geographic data 
concerning the Southwest of fifty years ago and more than I have 
had about anything else, I have often washed for a map that „would 
incorporate the d>ld trails and forts. This is just what I want, 
Thanh you very, very much.

Ifèrkrk you have one of these blue prints for sale, I am 
sure that the Library of the University of ^exas would be eager 
to_buy it. Let me know if a print is procurable and at what 
price, and I'll see that you get an order muy prónto.

I have heard of Captain °arter and his book on MacKenzie,
The last I heard of the book it was with a publishing firm in 
Dallas. I hope that it gets printed. The Spur people should 
have a history written of their ranch and bring in all these 
most interesting associations connected with their soil.

Bertha is pretty well and she is very happy teaching. I 
am trying to hammer something out this year in the form of a 
book, ,/ith best regards to you and Mrs, Qorchest^er, I am

Sincerely 37-ours,
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EBLEli PORT, TEXAS/.
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October 27, 1927 - 2.

Captain R. G. Carter,
Army & Navy Club,
Washington, D. C.
My dear Captain Carter:

I took the liberty of sending one of the blue prints 

of the map I made you to one of my friends, Prank Dobie,
Prof, of English in the University of Texas. His people are 
well known old cattle men from the San Antonio, Texas, section. 
Prof. Dobie is President of Texas Polk Lore Society, and has 

written several books on this subject which are highly com

mented on, and is now preparing another book, as you will note 
from his letter which. I enclose herewith* You will also note 
that he desires another map for the Library of the University 
of Texas, but I hesitate about sending it without advising 
you, as I should like to have it sent with your compliments, 
or, better,” wait until the reduced map in black and white is 

ready.
It occurs to me that this map should meet with ready 

sale, particularly in Texas for the scenes it enacts are being 
lived in retrospect by these old timers. The bookstores in the 
larger towns and cities could handle them, advertising in the 
local papers. This would not interfere with your idea of 
using the map as an insert in your book.



2- R.G.C.

I infer that you are now back in Washington. I trust 
you had a pleasant summer in Portland and have taken on a new 
lease of life.

Kindly return Mr. Dobie's letter, advising me as to 
your wishes.

With many kind regards,
Yours sincerely,
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peur ¿¿forte/ liov* 1927 o

Captain E. G. Carter 9

,o Array & Navy Club,
Washington, B . C .

Dear Captain Carter:

We have been a long time out of communication much to my 
regret. I »am just in receipt of a letter from Mr. Dorchester, with 

which he has kindly favored me with copies of his letters to you and 

your letters of July 9th and 19th written from Portland.

I had hoped that you would make the trip to the Ranch and 
should you do so my son Clifford will make you most welcome.

As to the memorial to commemorate the Mackenzie Trail, I 
have about decided on the attached and would like to have your comments 

upon it. Please, however, do not write me here, as I am planning' to 

leave promptly to be gone for a long time, having decided it was 

necessary for me to give my wife constant attention in the hope of 
bringing her back to health. I will be in Los Angeles about 

November 20th, expecting to be there for a time and my address will 
be care of Citizens National Bank.

With best regards, I am,

Sincerely yours
Ene



10 November, 1927,

Mr. 0.
Spur,
‘T 9 XU S »

My dear Mr* Jones:

I am enclosing a letter recently received from your 
father in which he sends me a tentative" inscription to be
placed on the memorial to commemorate the "Mackenzie Trail"
to be placed on the spur 
my comments thereon.

Inn at some future date, and inviti

I have made certain suggested changes which I am also 
enclosing herewith, and which I shall send to him ag soon as 
he reaches Ips Angelos. They are not very material but are 
merely in the interest of historical accuracy so long as this
tablet when dedicated, will stand for many 
he states, I had hoped to make the trip to

years to come* 
Spur the latter

part of the pact summer or early fall, but ay left eye was 
fast dimming to one-half vision and as I could only e o c  light 
in my right eye I conduced it was riot wise to make so long a 
trip thus handicapped, so i had two operation© performed in 
Philadelphia by the specialist who removed the cataract three 
years ago - one in September and the other in October. The 
•full results or benefits of these opt.rations to recover vision 
in my right eye will not be known for several weefcte yet. If 
successful I shall hope to continue my plans for the Texas 
trip, timing it, if possible, to be present at Spur whenever 
you conclude to place the tablet and will notify me in ample 
time of the probable date of its dedication, and when would be 
the most favorable time for me to make the journey on account 
of Northers, floods, etc. In the meantime I will keep you 
informed of my condition*

I am still getting frequent letters from that locality, 
referring to my story in the Port worth Star-Telegram, "Winning 
West Texas from the Comanches".

With my best wishes,

Most sincerely yours,

ends.
R. G. Carter
Captain, U.s.Array, Retired*

. <


