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Daniel Sanchez (DS):  

My name is Daniel Sanchez. Today’s date is July 18, 2013. I am in the office of the Lubbock 

Warriors Boxing Club speaking with their coach and originator, Edward Hernandez. Edward, 

thank you for sitting down with us. 

 

Edward Hernandez (EH): 

Well it’s a pleasure. I tell you what, I’m real honored that you would show interest in what we’ve 

done here with this program. And I’m glad to have you with us. 

 

DS: 

Well thank you. Let me ask you a few questions to kind of get some background. Could you 

please state your complete legal name and your place and date of birth? 

 

EH: 

My legal name is Eduardo Hernandez Jr. and I was born on October 12, 1948 in Lamesa, Texas. 

That’s Dawson County. And I moved to Lubbock and set my roots here in Lubbock in 1968, and 

initially became involved in the Lubbock Warriors Boxing Program in 1970, through the 

Lubbock Police Department. The Lubbock Police Department initially started the boxing 

program in the city of Lubbock. The city council at that time, and the police department, they 

were having a lot of trouble with gangs and they felt like this boxing program could help curtail, 

you know, the gang kids’ involvement into something positive, and that’s why the program was 

initially developed. And I was fortunate enough that, after I became a police officer in 1970 and 

upon graduation from the academy they put me, actually—during the season they would transfer 

me to the Golden Gloves Boxing program and I would help train the youths and I would help 

travel with them, help raise funds for them, and I did that up until 1977.  

Then in 1977, there was a committee that the city council—we’d had a changeover in the city 

council, and the new city council wanted a different way to better utilize the police personnel. 

They felt like it wasn’t being utilized to its potential, and so they hired a committee, a company 

out of Washington called Cresap McCormick. And they came in here and they analyzed for 

several months. They analyzed what the policemen were doing, what the different divisions were 

doing and everything. And they felt like the police involvement with the youth and the program 

was just a waste of police manpower and that they could better utilize the police manpower out 

on the streets. So they suggested to the city council that they stop the program and put the police 

personnel always back out on the streets.  

And at that time, in 1977, that’s what they did. And so, during that you know – This program 

actually, what it was, is a crime prevention program ahead of its time. People in 1970 didn’t 

recognize crime prevention programs, or doing programs to suppress, you know, violence and 

criminal activity. You know, they didn’t recognize—those things were always after the fact. If a 

crime happened they wanted to concentrate on it then. Which, you know, that’s not the way the 

law works. I mean that’s not the way the world should work. You know, you have to have 
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preventive programs. Programs that will utilize, help lead the youth as they’re developing into a 

good citizen, a prosperous person. And so, when they did away with the program, I didn’t figure 

I was going to be involved in the program anymore.  

And so, I was back on the streets working in uniform, and one day I get a call from the police 

department that there was somebody there to see me. So I come into the police department, and it 

was a couple of the kids that I had trained, when they were six and seven—they were actually 

five and six years old when they came into the program. Well, now they were ten, twelve years 

old. And they said, “Well, Coach, we’re ready to start boxing again.”  They didn’t understand 

that the police department wasn’t going to do it anymore. And I told them, “We’re not doing that 

anymore. You know, they did away with that program.”  And they said, “Well, we don’t care. 

We want you to train us.”  And I’m thinking to myself, How do you say no? And so I thought, 

well, I’ll do it. And so what I did, I came to the Boys Club and I got— 

Wesley Strength was the director at that time, and I asked him, I said, “Look, I got a couple of 

kids that I need to work on in boxing. You know, can you help me?”  And he said, “Well I’ll tell 

you what, I can’t help you financially or anything equipment-wise,” he said, “But I’ll give you a 

room.”  He said, “If you’re going to work with youth, that’s what we’re about.”  He said, “I’ll 

give you a room.”  And that’s what they did. They gave us a room, and so what I did, I sought 

out some sponsors in the community, and they gave us some funds and I bought some 

equipment. I started out with two kids, and I thought, you know, I can train two kids on my off 

time and there won’t be any problem, and I can fund them, take them where they need to go, 

until they lose interest, and then I’ll be done with it. I won’t feel bad about it. (laughs) Well, little 

did I know that that wasn’t going to be the end of it. You know, there’s all kinds of kids coming 

to the Boys Club. And so, we were working out, we’d work out and these kids, they’d look, real 

curious about what we’re doing. And man, before you knew it here comes another kid. “Can I do 

that? Mr. Hernandez, can I do that? Can I box?” Well, you know, it’s hard to tell a kid no. And 

so, I started saying, Yeah, and man, before I knew it I had a slew of kids, a bunch of kids. And it 

was almost to the point where, you know, I couldn’t handle it just by myself.  

So I had some friends that had been involved in boxing. And it was Joseph Rosendo Sr. and his 

brother Angelo. And so I reached out to them. I said, “Look, man, I got this little club, kids that 

we used to help, that want to box in some new ones. Can y’all help me?”  And [they] said, 

“Yeah, yeah we’ll help you. We can’t be there every day but, you know, we’ll do the best we 

can.”  And so that’s how we got started with the kids, and we would take turns traveling with 

them, and we would—when they needed something we would just go out into the community, to 

some business person or some individual that we might know, and tell them what we were doing 

and they would help us. They supported—even now, even to today, they supported the program. 

And that’s how we got going.  

It finally got to a point where, you know, Angel got sick and he died and then Joseph did too. 

But by that time, I had some of the first kids that I had helped train come up and say, “Hey 

Coach, can we help you?”  And I said, “Heck yeah, come on.”  And now that’s what our staff is. 

We have a staff of six coaches and they’re all former boxers. Kids that came up through the 
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program. And so, now, you know, we’re at a point where—you know the Boys Club still 

furnishes a building here—but all the equipment that we have out there, we raise funds to get it 

equipped, and we raise travel funds for the kids where they can, you know, do something with 

themselves.  

And one thing that I’ve found, that when I first initially became involved in the program, I 

remember when the police department first had it, is that—there’s a Lieutenant Arnold, John 

Arnold, he’s deceased now, but he was the head of that program. And what he did, he would buy 

all the boxing trunks and the headgear, all the equipment, and he would dress all the kids alike. 

Well, when we’d go travel somewhere, he would let the kids just order whatever they wanted to 

order. And the way the kids were—(laughs) we’d go into a restaurant, and let me tell you what 

they would order. They would order a half a chicken. You could actually buy half a chicken, and 

they’d order half a chicken, and they would eat—I’m talking about a five or six year old kid. He 

would order half a chicken, he would eat half of it, and he’d put the rest of it in a bag and bring it 

home to eat the next day. Or they would order two hamburgers. They would eat one hamburger 

and bring the next one home to eat the following day, or sometime. But you could tell that that 

was a special treat for them. That’s nothing that they ever, that they could afford, or a luxury or 

anything for them. That was a special treat for them, and so— 

 

DS: 

Let me ask you a question. 

 

EH: 

Yes sir. 

 

DS:  

And it has to do with that. So what did it feel like, being able to be a part of that, helping those 

little kids be exposed to a world that they would never otherwise be exposed to at that age? 

 

EH: 

You know, this is something that a lot of people don’t see. You know, like the program here. It 

wasn’t designed to produce champions, nothing like that. We’ve been fortunate enough that we 

have. We’ve been successful, but the program was designed to keep kids out of trouble and to 

help make better citizens. You know that committee that came in here, they didn’t really 

understand the value that the policemen was actually doing out there on the street by being 

friends with those kids and providing a need that most people don’t see. You know, if you don’t 

see something that’s going on, a need for a kid, or for anybody, you don’t think that it exists. 

And if you’re not around it, it doesn’t bother you. When you see it and you’re around it, then you 

know that it exists, and you see the need, and you’re more likely to get involved in doing 

something about it.  
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Well, those little kids, when they come to the program—you know most  of them came from 

dysfunctional families, or real poor families that couldn’t afford anything. And so to see them 

work toward something that made them feel good about themselves, see them accomplish 

something good, and then expose them to something different, and just see a smile in their face, 

it’s real gratifying. That in itself is the reward. Not that you’re going to get anything, you don’t 

expect anything back. Just the fact that you see them being happy, that’s gratifying in itself.  

You know, I’m going to give you an example of something that happened when I was working at 

the police department. And this is why I know that people that don’t see that don’t relate to it. 

There was this one kid one time that they brought in to the police department. And he had some 

real raggedy old tennis shoes. He’d got caught dealing some drugs. He wasn’t dealing those 

drugs. Actually, what he was doing, he was delivering it to this particular house. And the house 

got busted and he got caught, and so they brought him in. And you don’t send a kid off like that 

because he’s a juvenile. The boy was about eleven years old. And it just so happened that I had 

to process him. And I’m talking to him and I said, “Son, what in the world are you doing, taking 

that box?”  And he said, “Well I didn’t know what was in that box.”  I said, “Why were you even 

taking that box over there?”  He said, “Well this guy, he told me. He says, ‘Son, I’ll give you a 

hundred dollars to buy you some brand new Nikes, and all the candy you want, if you’ll take this 

box over there.”   

The moral of the story is, that thug, that drug dealer, he lives in that community. He saw that that 

kid needed some tennis shoes and was probably never going to be able to afford some Nikes or 

get all the candy he wanted. He knew that that kid was in need. So he fulfilled that need, that 

desire, of that kid wanting them shoes and that candy by getting him involved in a criminal act. 

Anybody on the other side of town that doesn’t see that boy with them raggedy tennis shoes 

doesn’t understand that. They think he’s just a thug, that he’s a drug dealer, when he’s not. And 

this is where we lose a lot of the kids initially, is because the thugs, they know. They live there. 

They see them. And so they kind of draw them in. Somebody’s got to look out for those kids, 

and if you don’t know that it exists, you don’t pay any attention to it. But if you see a need for it, 

then you kind of open up your eyes, or you try to do a little bit of something about it. And that’s 

where we lose some of these kids. And that community coming in here, they don’t know that. 

These guys are real educated. They know about all kinds of figures and statistics and stuff like 

that, but they don’t know what’s out there on the streets. 

 

DS: 

Right. 

 

EH: 

You know, it’s not a child’s fault that maybe he’s got some sorry parents, or some parents that 

can’t provide everything for him. It’s not their fault. But, when there’s a need there, sometimes 

you got to look to kind of get that fulfilled, and somebody has to help them out sometimes. And 

it all falls back on the entire community to try to do that. And so, you know, that’s what this 
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program is geared for. And not just my program, there’s a lot of different programs out there that 

are good for kids, a lot of athletic programs that are great for kids. That’s probably one the best 

things that you can do is get a kid involved into some kind of activity that’ll help him physically 

and mentally. But then again, you have another problem there, in that you know, to play football, 

you’ve got to pay about a hundred and fifty dollar entry fee. You’ve got to buy the equipment. 

Before you know it, it’s about three or four hundred dollars. Basketball’s about a hundred and 

fifty dollar fee. Little league—I mean, you look at it. Some of the cheap ones are about seventy-

five to a hundred dollars. Well, these kids—where are they going to come up with that kind of 

money to participate in that? The ones that you need to have in those programs, they don’t have 

that money, so they’re left out in the cold. The program’s there, but it’s for people that can 

actually afford it, all right?  

This program, we don’t ask a penny of nobody, you know. So kids that come in here, they don’t 

really come because they want to be the world champion. They want to be involved in 

something, be a part of something. And so by coming in here, they’re a part of something. And 

after they get involved, it’s kind of like a little family-type atmosphere. We talk to them, you 

know. We see their problems. We see them cry sometimes. But we see their smiling faces too, 

and so when they come in here you can see them—I’ve seen kids come in here that never smiled, 

come in here just real sad, but you could tell they were kind of just searching for something. 

Well, you know, you work with them a little bit. You pat them. You tell them, “Now, you’re 

pretty good.”  And after a while, you can see them start smiling. They don’t talk much to 

anybody. Well, after a while you see them running around here laughing and playing with 

everybody. You know, just having a great time.  

But it’s the atmosphere that helps them, and it’s just a need that’s provided for them. And you 

know, really that’s all we do here. And I don’t know how else to put it. You know, they have 

opportunities. There’s a lot of kids. I mean, we’ve travelled—when you get into an advancing 

tournament, a lot of times your expenses are paid for. And so you don’t have to worry too much 

about—particularly in the national championships or the state championships. But getting up to 

that point, trying to qualify and everything, it takes a little bit of money. Sometimes you’ve got 

enough money, depending on how many kids you want to take. Sometimes you have enough 

money to rent maybe two hotel rooms and stay five or six kids to a room with a coach. 

Sometimes you don’t even have that money. And you’ve got to feed them sandwiches and stuff 

like that.  

I remember times when we stayed in a barn. That was probably one of the most fun times I ever 

had. But I remember this one time, it was in Waco. We had about six kids that we took, and we 

didn’t have enough money to rent a motel. But we got there, and I had a friend that had a friend 

that had a farm and he had a barn. He said, “Ed, this guy said he’ll let you stay there in that barn. 

It’s got a restroom. It’s got toilet facilities. He says if you just bring some sleeping bags, just 

sack out.”  I said, “Heck yeah.”  So we took us some sleeping bags and stuff like that, some 

sandwich meat, and we sacked out there in that barn. And really we had a lot of fun. I know the 

kids had a lot of fun. They didn’t care. I mean to them, they got to go. And we were fortunate 
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enough that even in that tournament we won the state title, staying in a barn. Memories like that, 

you know, they make you emotional, but they’re good memories. They’re good memories for the 

kids that were involved in that thing too. And we had a good time.  

And you know, not every kid that comes into the program needs everything.  I mean, we’ve had 

kids that have money. I don’t mind telling you, our district judge’s son came through our 

program. Mike Leach’s son came through our program. They could afford anything, but when 

they brought their sons to this program, they told me, “Ed, we want them to know what the other 

side of town lives like. You don’t treat them any special, you don’t give them anything different. 

We want them to travel and do the same things that you do at any other time with them other 

kids.” And those kids, they were in a different environment when they first came in here. But 

you know, they got to be real good friends with the kids. Kids are going to relate to kids, and 

after a while they became good friends with the other little kids.  

You know at first they come in there and kids look at each other, and they think,” Well this boy’s 

dressed pretty nice.”  But after about a day or so those kids don’t come in here dressed real nice 

anymore. And so when we travel I made that point honestly, just like Lieutenant Arnold did. 

When we travel I buy all the equipment and I dress every one of them alike so that when we 

travel they all feel the same. They all feel equal. You don’t have one that’s got the torn tennis 

shoes over here, and one that‘s got the big Nikes over there. They all dress alike and so they feel 

good. They feel like a team. They feel unified. You know, it takes a big effort to try to do that, 

but it works for the kids, for their personal self-esteem. It works for them. It makes them a better 

person.  

Seeing those things is what makes you feel good. We’ve had thousands of kids come through 

this program. You can go into a store or walk downtown and somebody will recognize you, one 

of your former students, and come say hi to you, introduce you to his child, or his girlfriend or 

something. And you’ll see that they’ve grown up to be fine gentlemen, good citizens. You wish 

that you could do that with every one of them, but you lose a few of them. It’s just a fact, you’re 

going to lose a few of them. Not because you didn’t try, it’s because that’s just the way it 

happened. That’s the life they chose. At some point and you can’t do nothing about that. 

 

DS: 

So, let me ask you. You know, have you ever had any kid that came through the program and 

then later, one of their kids came through? 

 

EH: 

Oh, yeah. We’ve had several. We’ve got a little bitty boy out there right now. He’s ten years old. 

His daddy came into our program about fifteen or twenty years ago. He came through our 

program. But we get those all the time, yeah, we do. And it’s a joy to see them. And we get some 

of our former athletes. That’s what our staff is comprised of is our former athletes. You know, 

they don’t get paid. They’re doing this out of the goodness of their heart, and they’re not getting 
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a penny out of nothing. But they see the reward too, you know. They see what has happened, and 

what’s happening. 

 

DS: 

And, you know, you talked about that team aspect. I remember back in the first interview that we 

did, you mentioned something about how just the name Lubbock Warriors kind of struck fear in 

other people’s minds when they knew they were fighting a fighter from the team. What did that 

mean to your fighters to be a part of the team? 

 

EH: 

You know, we get a lot of kids that hear about our program by other means: by friends, or in the 

newspaper, or in the news or something. They come in here and say, you know,” I want to be a 

warrior. I want to come and box for you.” The athletes—we have a meeting, a little team meeting 

after every workout.  We’ll have a little team meeting and we’ll discuss anything that any kid has 

to bring forth. You never know what a kid has going on, what’s bothering him, or what he wants 

to say. And so we’ve made it a point that after every workout, before we cut them all loose, we’ll 

have a little team meeting and we’ll ask them, Is there anything that we need to discuss today? 

Or is there anything anybody needs?  

But what happened one time, is a coach out of Hereford—there was a tournament going on and 

our kid was matched with one of his kids, and our kid hadn’t had any experience. He was new, 

you know. He’d only had a couple of fights. That other boy had had about ten to twelve fights. 

But we felt comfortable enough that we knew our athlete could take care of himself in the ring, 

so we agreed to the match. But then he called me and said, “Coach, my boy don’t want to fight 

your boy.”  And I said, “What’s the deal?”  And he said, “Well, I’m going to be honest with you, 

they feel a little intimidated by your team.”  And I said, “What?”  And he said, “Yeah, when any 

one of my guys over here, and I’m sure everybody else is too, when they know that they’re going 

to fight one of the Warriors, man, just before they even get in the ring, they feel inferior. They 

feel a little bit of a fear. He just doesn’t want to do it and I don’t want to make him do it.”  And I 

said, “Well, I understand.”   

And I remember one time we were in the national championships in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and 

there was a coach that I’d grown to know. You know, I’d met him several years. We always have 

an athlete—we’ve been doing this for forty-four years, and in the forty-four years that we’ve 

been doing it we always have at least one athlete on an annual basis that will make it to the 

national championships. He may not win it, but he’ll make it to the national championships and 

that in itself is an accomplishment.   

Well, anyway, I met him. He was from New Jersey, and we fought his boy that night and we 

won. We happened to win, and after the bout he and I when out to some dinner and he says, 

“You know what? I’m going to be honest with you.”  He says, “When I saw you across that 

room”—they announce you by state— he says, “When they announced Texas, and I saw you as a 

coach over there in that corner, I knew we were in for a long night. I saw you wearing that 
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Warriors jersey. I knew, man. We were in for a long night, because these ole boys, they’ll fight. 

And I wasn’t wrong. I don’t mind telling you, I always feel that way when we have to fight one 

of your pupils.”   

And we may not win every fight, but I guarantee you, all these kids, they’re disciplined enough, 

when we take them somewhere, they’re disciplined enough, they train hard enough, and they’re 

confident enough, that they’re going to do the best that they can. Win or lose, they’re going to do 

the best they can. And that in itself, even if they lose, the mere fact that they’re right in the 

middle of it, and they’re not just giving it away to nobody and getting the daylights beat out of 

them opens a lot of eyes in a lot of people. And they know, Man, I had to work with that one. 

Maybe I didn’t win it, but it was that close. And so, that gives them, the kids, a reputation. But 

that’s a reputation that they themselves bring to the club by being unified, working together as a 

group, and then staying together as a group when we go into competition.  

And we do a lot of position motivation with them. We want them to believe that they’re 

invincible, that they can’t be beat. We want them to believe that they can do and accomplish 

anything that they want. And so they’re pretty confident in themselves. You know, when a 

person walks in, and you know that as well as I do, when you walk around pretty confident about 

yourself, people look at you. They say, Man, he knows what he’s doing, or, That girl knows what 

they’re doing. And so at those moments, crucial moments, those things really help them. And we 

strive to make every kid in here feel good about themselves.  

I’m going to tell you, this time about two months ago, I’ve got this little eight year old boy, 

okay? His name is Dreleón. Anyhow, he come in there and I said, “Boy, you know, you’re 

getting pretty good. You’re looking real good out here. I’m real impressed, the way you’re 

working and everything. Well, a couple of days later, I came into the gym. He was already here 

getting dressed and warmed up. I said, “Hi, champ.”  He said, “Hi, coach.”  I said, “Are you the 

champ?”  He said, “Yes, sir.”  I said, “How do you know that?”  He said, “Well you told me.”  

(laughter) 

But, you know, kids are going believe what you tell them, or how you guide them, and that’s one 

thing that we really strive [for], is to try to motivate them positively. We try not to say anything 

negative, unless it comes—well even then we don’t say anything negative. You know, we make 

them bring their report cards, and we try to tutor them if they need help with the schoolwork. 

And they know come six weeks, that they got to bring them cards up here and if their grades 

drop a little bit, they themselves feel kind of bad. And we try not to say anything negative. 

Sometimes it’s hard. You got to work around your wording to get them motivated, and to let 

them know that you’re not accepting what grades that they got. 

(Cell phone rings.) This is mine. (DS laughs) I’m going to stop it. 

 

DS: 

It’s a good time for me to do mine, too because right before that, mine had gotten a message, and 

I go, man.  
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EH: 

Did it? 

 

DS: 

And I’m glad you brought up that education bit, because you have like a prime example in your 

son, right?  

 

EH: 

Yes sir. 

 

DS:  

He went on to Notre Dame. And not on athletic—it was an academic scholarship, right? 

 

EH: 

Yes sir, um-hm. 

 

DS: 

I mean, that’s got to be wonderful for the kids to see, You can do this. 

 

EH: 

Oh, yeah. And not just him, a lot of them kids. You know, we’ve got a lot of kids that go on to 

college, that do good in college that have gone on to be professional people, I mean good, 

professional people. And, you know on occasion they’ll come back and I’ll have them talk to the 

kids, and I’ll tell the kids who they are, who they were, and what they’re doing now so that they 

can see, Hey, he did this. Or their pictures on the wall, and then they’ll see them come back as a 

grown man, and they can kind of relate to them. You know one of the biggest fields of people, 

professions we’ve had kids from our club, is in law enforcement. We’ve had so many kids go 

into law enforcement. 

 

DS: 

Not surprisingly.(laughter) 

 

EH: 

We’ve had a lot of them. And then we’ve had several go into law and stuff—attorneys. We’ve 

had one doctor. As a matter of fact, he comes back and he helps us. When we do our 

tournaments, he’ll serve as the ringside physician. And he lives in Amarillo now. He was here; 

he was a pediatrician here at Texas Tech, but he’s in Amarillo now. And then we’ve got several 

that are teachers, coaches. As a matter of fact, we’ve got one that’s a college coach that comes 

back and he talks with the kids here. And so they can relate. They know that education’s 

important to us, and if they’re going to be involved in our program, education is going to be part 
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of it. And that’s just how we’re going to have it and there’s no deviation from that. That’s just 

how it’s got to be, and they accept that. I think any kid will accept that. You just put it forth to 

them in a positive way. I believe that any kid, I don’t care who it is, will accept those terms. And 

if they like the atmosphere and like what they’re doing, they’re going to help motivate 

themselves to do what it takes to get them where they need to be. We’re real proud of every one 

of the kids down here.  

I mean, I even have parents come in here and say, Look, man, this kid wasn’t doing any good in 

school till we got him down here. And they say, He just loves it, or she loves it, you know, and 

they’re grades have come up, and this is where they want to be. And so that makes us feel good, 

so we’ll know that sometimes we’re reaching these kids in the way that we were designed to do 

that. 

 

DS: 

You know, and right there, with that response, you said “she,” which kind of takes us into 

probably the biggest change you’ve had in the past three or four years, and that’s when young 

ladies started being introduced into the program. Can you talk about when you made that 

decision and how that came about? 

 

EH: 

Yeah. You know, in 2007—well actually, in about 2003, they started allowing women to 

compete in amateur boxing. And, you know, I was real hesitant about it. I didn’t know. I thought, 

Well, I’m just not too sure that women, or girls belong in this kind of sport, or anything like that. 

And my wife and my daughter told me, they said, You’ve got to give them a chance. If they 

come in there, you’ve got to give them a chance. It’s only right.  And because of what they told 

me, I thought, Well, I’m going to have to do that. You know, it’s a whole different, challenging 

group, I’m telling you.  

The training is the same, but it’s a bigger challenge and I’ll tell you why. First of all, we went 

ahead and opened our doors in 2007 to these girls that came in here, and I’ll tell you what. They 

work just as hard, if not harder, than some of the boys in the program. I think that their aerobics 

skills are better, and how they maneuver themselves around the rings, and they’re a little more 

disciplined. The ones that are serious are a little more disciplined in their training, and they’re 

dedicated. They’re really dedicated to what they’re doing. One of the best athletes we’ve got on 

the team right now just won the national title: National Golden Gloves title. First time ever, for 

any girl, for Lubbock. First time ever. So she herself has made history, and we’re real proud of 

her. She’s just sixteen years old, and she started with us when she was nine, but she has done 

great for herself.  

And what I was telling you about the different problems that they bring into the team is like 

when you travel—before we could go—it’s like I told you earlier, if there were six of us, six 

boys, we’d all pack in one room, sleep on the floor and everything, and there’s not any problem. 

But then, you got one or two girls or something, you’ve got to have some chaperones for them. 



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
15 

They require different facilities than the boys do. That’s just the nature of human beings. And so, 

that in itself creates a little bit of a bigger burden for you, in that then you have to get a female 

chaperone involved to help you with the girls and to provide a safe environment when you travel 

for the girls. And that’s nothing that you can’t do, it’s just a little more work that you didn’t have 

there before. But it’s all going to work out. It’s all going to work out and it has, and it will 

continue to get better, and that’s the big thing right now. 

 

DS: 

So what was it like the first time you saw one of your female athletes in the ring? 

 

EH: 

You know, when I first even started training one, I thought, Golly, man. I was afraid to work her 

too hard, and so I was a little too lenient on her. And I would discuss that with my wife. She 

says, “You can’t do that. They’re athletes. They’re going to compete just like boys. Whatever a 

boy does, you’ve got to have those girls do too, if you want to take care of them and do them 

right.”  So I changed my own personal strategy. And I would, I mean, whatever I had them 

boys—if I had them run two miles, they were going to run two miles. If I had them beat on a bag 

for an hour, they were going to beat on a bag for an hour. And it worked out good for us.  

And the very first time that we put a girl in the ring she surprised me. I mean she got out there 

and she just really done great. And I was kind of hesitant at first. I thought, Well, I’ll throw in the 

towel the first time she gets hit hard and I don’t think she can handle it, I’ll throw in the towel 

and I’ll stop it. But I didn’t have to do that. And so now I, myself, I’m learning. I learned to relax 

and have more faith in what they do—and more confidence in them and I do now. So I don’t 

worry about it anymore.  

But in the first initial stages, it was an adjustment for me as a coach also, just like it was an 

adjustment for the girls coming into the sport. But things have worked themselves out. I’ll tell 

you what, these girls, shoot, they’re just as awesome as the boys are. You know, when we were 

in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, this past weekend, it was nothing but just the Female National 

Championships. And I’ll tell you what, I saw some of the best boxing. I know that some of them 

girls could whoop boys in their same weight class. I just know that they can. That’s how good 

that they have gotten.  

And if you think about it, my measuring tape on this is how the United States performed in this 

last Olympics, in the 2012 Olympics  There were three girls, three weight divisions. Out of those 

three weight divisions that the United States had, we won two medals: one gold and one bronze. 

And there’s only one girl that didn’t medal. Out of ten boys, ten men in ten different weight 

classes that the United States took, we didn’t medal in none of them. (laughs.) So them girls, 

they showed that they’re, right now, they’re superior to the male athletes in the way of world 

competition. 
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DS: 

Yeah, in fact, earlier, before we had the camera rolling, you mentioned the fighter out in 

Houston. What was her name? 

 

EH: 

Yeah, Marlen Esparza.  

 

DS: 

I think PBS did a special on her, didn’t they? 

 

EH: 

They did, a documentary. 

 

DS: 

Where they followed her along her path, and her qualifying to make it?  

 

EH: 

Yeah.  

 

DS: 

She barely got in by the skin of her teeth didn’t she? 

 

EH: 

Yeah! (laughter) She did but she did good. And she’s one of the ones that won that bronze 

medal. And this done good for her. It was great event for her, and it made her big. 

 

DS: 

What’s that young lady that won the national title? 

 

EH: 

Mariah Leon. I’m going to tell you— 

 

DS: 

Do you think she’ll be in the Olympics? 

 

EH:  

You take my word for it, I think that this young lady, she will just barely be old enough, okay, 

for the Olympics in 2016. But we will be knocking on the door with her. I guarantee you she will 

be in the Olympic trials. And I believe that she can be the Olympic representative in one of the 

weight classes for the United States. I strongly believe that. You know, out of all the athletes that 
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I have helped train in forty-four years, and it’s been thousands of them that have come to this 

program, I have never, never had an athlete that would bring the crowd to their feet when the 

competition was going on every time, and that would, when she stepped out of the ring (or he) 

stepped out of the ring, all their peers come up to him and wanting to take pictures, or 

autographs, the coaches the same way, and even the officials. This girl creates that kind of 

atmosphere and attention when she competes. You know, that’s something special when you 

have somebody—I’ve never seen another athlete in the whole United States and anywhere that 

creates that kind of attention when they’re stepping out of the ring. 

 

DS: 

Well that’s saying a lot considering you coached the Norris brothers, right? 

 

EH: 

Yeah, and I’ll tell you what. (laughter.) But I’ve never had anybody like this. 

 

DS: 

Wow. 

 

EH: 

And that’s why I believe—and she’s young and she’s in good shape, she trains hard. But she will 

still learn some more, and she will get better. She’s already won three national titles, and she’s 

won the ultimate one, which is The Golden Gloves, and she can’t help but just get better. And 

that’s why I think we’ll be knocking on that door come the Olympic year of 2016. 

 

DS: 

What keeps her driven? Is that just internal? 

 

EH: 

Her? That’s her goal, is to be on the Olympic team. She told me, I said, “Why?” When she first 

came down here I said, “Why do you like boxing?” She said, “I just like it.” And she’s been in 

the ring and stuff like that, and I said, “What draws you to the ring?” And she plays basketball 

too. And she says, “Coach, I like being in the center of attention when I’m in the ring.”  She 

says, “Everybody—they’re either yelling for you or yelling against you.”  She says, “And I like 

that atmosphere. It gives me adrenaline, and I like the feeling that that gives me and that’s why I 

like boxing.”  That was her answer to me. (laughter) 

 

DS: 

That’s a good answer. 
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EH: 

(Laughs)  Yeah. 

 

DS: 

So boxing for forty-four years has come around quite a bit for you? 

 

EH: 

Oh, yeah. 

 

DS: 

From that ground-roots effort that you had—well actually, you were well-funded, then you went 

into the ground-roots and quickly developed the structure you have now. 

 

EH: 

Um-hm. 

 

DS: 

You know, I think there’s something to be an important story to kind of go along with yours, 

because you’ve mentioned some that you have former athletes that have gone on to do other 

things. Maybe sitting down with some of them and talking about what it was like, coming 

through the program, and how that led to whatever they’re doing in life now. So if you don’t 

mind, I’d like to—maybe you could give me a list or something and I’ll touch base with some of 

those people. 

 

EH: 

I sure will. I’ll put a list together, and some contact information, and I will give it to you, so that 

you can call them and talk to them. 

 

DS: 

Yeah, because I think that would be interesting. 

 

EH: 

Yeah. 

 

DS: 

Because people don’t hear—they hear the talking points, that it helps the kids, but this is proof. 

This is how it helped them, you know? It’s just kind of answers that— 

 

EH: 

The end result. 
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DS: 

—the end result that that task force couldn’t see back in ’77. 

 

EH: 

Um-hm. 

 

DS:  

They couldn’t see that you prevent crime, [and that] is better than arresting people. 

 

EH: 

Yeah, um-hm. You know, since that time there’s been some crime prevention programs 

throughout the whole United States that have been developed, but that’s almost after the fact, 

you know. You want to get to it before it even happens. Prevent it, if at all possible. And you 

know, the world is changing, and that was just—I’d have to commend those people that got the 

program started, that they really knew what needed to be done. At that time, those city fathers, 

they were in charge of the city of Lubbock at that time. They saw a problem and they tackled it 

the best they could, and they were doing a good job of it. But then as things changed, you know, 

different people came in, you know- their vision was a little bit different, you know, and that’s 

what caused the program.  

It doesn’t cease to amaze me, what could’ve been, or could be, if that program had been kept 

alive on a large scale. You know, we do a good job of keeping kids as active as we can here, but, 

you know, there’s a limit to the service that we can provide. And, you know, we get referrals all 

the time, I’m telling you, from teachers. We get referrals from counselors, from the youth 

center—kids that need help that they want to bring in and stuff out here. But they don’t realize 

that we want to help everybody, but we’re limited too, financially. You know, we don’t have any 

funds that come in from anywhere other than the ones that we raise through the community. You 

know, we applied for some grants, okay? To try to keep our program going. But you know why 

they turned us down? We didn’t get it. They said, Because you do not have a paid staff. You’ve 

got to have a paid, responsible staff. Well, you know, they don’t realize we’re not here for the 

money. 

 

DS: 

Yeah. 

 

EH: 

We’re wanting to take care of something. If we’ve done it for forty-four years we’re sure not 

going to walk out that door next year. That’s a proven fact but people that have those grants and 

stuff like that, they don’t understand that. They want to be able to have somebody on the books 

accountable for everything.  
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DS: 

Yeah and in fact, it’s interesting that you mention that, because there’s a couple that I’ve talked 

with, that’s what happens to them, that catch-22. [They were] trying to get funding and 

somebody was, like, “Well, you know, you’ve got to have an administrative staff that’s paid.”  

And they go, “But it’s just me doing it out of my house.”  And they go, “Well, that doesn’t 

qualify.”  But everything else that they have, they’re chartered, they have that tax-exempt status 

and all that, but, wow. You know, there’s another thing I wanted to ask you. The times have 

changed a lot. Have the kids or parents changed, or are people still just people?  

 

EH: 

No, the atmosphere has changed tremendously. Back when the program was first started, we got 

probably—maybe 50 percent of the kids did have parents that were involved. You know, now, 

out of the kids that we got out there, 80 percent of them come from single-parent families, or 

families that are divorced, or the grandparents are raising them, or the daddy’s raising them or 

the momma’s raising them. That itself has dropped tremendously, and there’s more need for a 

parenting-type environment for the kids than there used to be. Before it was more of a 

disciplinary type—guidance, service-type [environment]. Lead them in the right direction. 

Anymore, the kids that come in here are kids that feel a little inferior, or less confident, and 

they’re looking for some love, some attention. Looking to belong, just to belong to something. 

That’s a big difference in their needs. All that has come about, I think, because the family 

structure has broken down considerably. 

 

DS: 

And there’s things like, if the kid doesn’t have a father, they have no way to know a man’s role 

in this world. 

 

EH: 

Yeah. We have a lot of mommas that bring them in here because of that reason. You know, and 

it’s not for everybody. We tell them—we’ve had some kids that come in here initially, their 

mommas wanting them [to join] strictly [so they’ll have a] father figure. And I’ll say, “Well, 

does he want to come in here? He’s got to have the desire to want to come in here. Not because 

you have the desire, he’s got to want to do it. And there’s a big difference in that. Somebody 

wanting just to put you in there, and you wanting to get in there. 

 

DS: 

Yeah, and you’re not going to give it your all if it’s not where you want to be. 

 

EH: 

No, unh-uh. You’re not. You won’t accept in 100 percent. 
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DS: 

It’s just like the boxer you mentioned earlier. She’s here because of what her needs are. 

 

EH: 

Um-hm, yeah. 

 

DS: 

What she sees that she needs. 

 

EH: 

Yeah. 

 

DS: 

Well, we’ve probably talked almost an hour. I was going to ask, is there anything that I haven’t 

asked or touched base on that you want to make sure we get on the record? 

 

EH: 

Well, the only thing that I would say, you’ve done a good job of asking me the questions about 

how we got here. The only thing I can say is that kids are special, and just because they’re less 

fortunate, some people look down on them because of that. Especially people that have money. 

They say, Well his mom and daddy ought to provide that. That’s not so. It’s not the child’s fault 

that his mom or his daddy can’t provide certain needs for him. If his mom and his daddy are 

sorry or financially can’t do it, somebody’s got to take up the slack. And if you’ve got a little bit 

of money and you’re able to help somebody, that’s what a person needs to do. And there’s 

always somebody out there that’s in need of something, kids, particularly. They’ll all be better 

off if just somebody—in anything—if just somebody reaches down and helps them. You know, 

this would be a better world. And we would have less problems with our youth if we all just did 

that. I mean, if every one person, every one adult, would just take time to help just one kid, some 

time, it’s amazing what we could all do as a group. But that doesn’t happen. I wish that it did. 

 

DS: 

That sounds like a great project for someone to start, areat initiative.  

 

EH: 

Um-hm. 

 

DS: 

Well, Ed, I thank you. 
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EH: 

Well it’s been an enjoyable visiting with you. 

 

DS: 

And I’m looking forward to seeing what Paul and you talk about. (EH laugh) Because I know it’s 

going to be good.  

 

EH: 

All right, yeah. If you want to come back at some time, you know, Mariah is the first girl ever 

from the city of Lubbock, that has (inaudible). You know, that’s going be history. 

 

End of Interview 

 

 

 

 


