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George Iber (GI): 

Okay, today’s date is May 14, 2013, my name is Dr. George Iber, Department of History at 

Texas Tech University, I am speaking with Mr. James Plumber Raugh Jr. concerning his life and 

career. And specifically what I’m trying to get a little more information on is on his athletic 

career up at the University of North Carolina and as well as in Minor League Baseball. Mr. 

Raugh, good afternoon sir, how are you today?  

 

Jim Raugh (JR): 

Just fine Doctor, just fine. 

 

GI: 

Good, if you wouldn’t mind Mr. Raugh, let me just get some preliminary, some basic questions 

out of the way. If you could give me your full name, if you could give me your parent’s name, 

when and where you were born, you know that sort of information.  

 

JR: 

Okay, James Plumber Raugh, I dropped the Jr. when my dad died, you know you can drop your 

Jr., so I’m James P. Raugh now. My mother, they’re both from Altoona, Pennsylvania. My 

mother’s name was Eleanor Felty, F-e-l-t-y. It’s an old Altoona name. My dad went to 

Annapolis, my mom went to Goucher. I was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1934.  

 

GI: 

Okay. How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

 

JR: 

Well, George, I’m the only one. 

 

GI: 

Okay, good well we have something in common then sir, I’m an only child myself as well. 

 

JR: 

[inaudible 00:01:36]. 

 

GI: 

Now, it says—the information that Anne [Keene, Raugh’s daughter] sent me said that you 

attended Haverford Prep School in Haverford, Pennsylvania from kindergarten through twelfth 

grade. Can you tell me a little bit about the school and why—was it a private school, did you 

attend—why did you attend there the entire academic career? 
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JR: 

Actually, let me make a long story short. We moved to Ardmore, actually, about five hundred 

yards from where Kobe Bryant played basketball at Lower Merion. But it’s on the Main Line of 

Philadelphia, from Philadelphia on out to Paoli, and there’s about fifteen to twenty different 

stops, all little towns. And I went to a private school there, in an academic school. There’s five or 

six or seven schools, well-known prep schools, like Exeter and Andover, those kind of schools. 

All men, all boys when I was there. Stage one, kindergarten through second or third grade, then 

my father, who was in the navy, they shipped him down to Chapel Hill where he was the 

executive officer of the preflight school down there where they train the cadets before they get 

into the air force to get their wings. And I grew up there and I was eight, nine, ten, eleven and 

twelve, and moved back and went to Haverford School there. I went back in about fifth or sixth 

grade I think.  

 

GI: 

Okay. Tell me a little bit about your father. Now you said that your father graduated from 

Annapolis, and I was looking at some of the materials that Anne provided for us. Your dad is a— 

 

JR: 

Class of ’26. 

 

GI: 

Class of ’26. Tell me a little bit about your dad and how your family wound up down in Chapel 

Hill. 

 

JR: 

Well okay. When the Second World War broke out, I’ll never forget, I was visiting friends. It 

was over a weekend and my mom and dad came by and picked me up at this friend’s house, who 

was a schoolmate, and my mother was crying like a baby, and I couldn’t understand why. She 

said, “Well, your father got a call from the naval department. He’s being drafted, brought back 

into the navy again. He’s being sent to Chapel Hill as executive officer of the pre-flight school at 

Chapel Hill, North Carolina,” which you know, tobacco state. So we started from there and we 

moved to Chapel Hill in about early ’42, right after the war, after December seventh. And I 

stayed there for half of ’46, and of course the war was over and we moved back to Haverford 

School. But my dad had been the executive officer and then he moved up to the commander, the 

captain of the station, the whole pre-flight school. And that’s where I got to know Pesky and 

Williams. Remember the old saying, “Spahn and Sain, pray for rain?” Remember that one? 

 

GI: 

Well as a matter of fact, you know what, I’m very happy that you mentioned that because I just 

finished reading a new book that came out called The Greatest Game Ever Pitched. It’s the 



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
7 

recounting of that game in July of 1963 where Spahn and Juan Marichal each pitched sixteen 

innings and Willie Mays hit the homerun in the bottom of the sixteenth to win the game. The 

Giants against Spahn. And actually Spahn—I hadn’t made the connection—I’m doing some 

research on the life and career of Mike Torrez and Spahn actually was Mike Torrez’s manager— 

 

JR: 

Oh really? 

 

GI: 

—when he was in Tulsa in ’67. So it’s amazing how all these things sort of all interconnect. And 

you brought up a couple of issues that I wanted to talk about because, who were these major 

leaguers? Were these major leaguers stationed at the preflight school or was this a—? 

 

JR: 

These were cadets. They were students at the preflight school, the navy station there.  

 

GI: 

Okay. 

 

JR: 

Cambridge had one, Norfolk had one. They’re all over. St. Mary’s preflight and Georgia’s 

preflight where—the big quarterback for Georgia—I can’t think of his name right this minute, 

but these were strong football and basketball and baseball teams because all the players were in 

it. Johnny Pesky, Ted Williams—all these guys—Buddy Hassett, Dusty Cooke, Johnny Sain, as I 

say, “Spahn and Sain, and pray for rain.” Joe Coleman.  

 

GI: 

Yes sir.  

 

JR: 

[Inaudible 00:06:21] 

 

GI: 

I’ve seen the picture of you as a bat boy with—I think it’s with Pesky and Williams. Tell me a 

little bit about your recollections of—what was it like to be an eight, nine, ten year old kid and 

hanging out with these major leaguers? 

 

JR: 

Awesome, George, I can say it was awesome. We used to—after practice, we’d always go to The 

Scuttlebutt which was right behind the ball field. The Scuttlebutt is like a snack bar to you and 
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me. And we’d always get lemon ice cream. Ted Williams loved lemon ice cream and so did I. 

They got me a half a gallon or a half quart of ice cream and we’d sit there and eat it and we’d 

talk, and of course my eyes were bigger than saucers.  

 

GI: 

I’ll bet. 

 

JR: 

And they babysat with me. Mom and Dad—Dad because of his position as the skip of the station 

was always out at hospitality things—you know, big-time politicians and all that stuff, because 

of the navy position at Chapel Hill. And I had to have a babysitter. And the other guy that 

babysat was Orville Campbell—the one that was with football— and Andy Griffith, they were 

babysitters for me, my favorite by far. Because we’d go out and he’d say—he couldn’t talk 

twenty-five words without swearing, so then, we’d go into the movies and he says, “Okay, you 

come up here when the movie starts repeating itself.” Now remember, I’m only seven or eight 

years old. “Go up there by the popcorn machine. We’ll take you and pick you up.” And they 

would, they’d take me home. And Pesky would say, “Okay, you go in there and change your 

clothes and put your pajamas on and brush your teeth. Go pee and, come back out here, kiss the 

girls goodbye and shake our hands,” and so and so. So I did all that, and I was leaving the room 

after doing all that, and he said, “Okay you little son of a bitch I don’t want to hear from you, I 

don’t want to see you until tomorrow at three o’clock at BP,” BP being batting practice.  

 

GI: 

Yes sir, yes sir. Now what type of games did they play? These were like inter-squad games or 

did the clock-busters travel around and play other teams? 

 

JR: 

Duke, State, all the big schools—they called the “ration leg,” r-a-t-i-o-n—remember when we 

had coupons and rations and all that— 

 

GI: 

Yes sir, yes sir.  

 

JR: 

They called us the ration leg and then they played other service teams. I just sent a picture to Bill 

Sikes, and it shows a picture of Ted Williams, Johnny Pesky, and Dominic DiMaggio and myself 

standing there talking. Because Dom DiMaggio was with the Virginia team in the pre-flight 

school because he was a center fielder for the Red Sox, you know, for several years. Otto 

Graham was a friend of ours.  
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GI: 

That was the next question I was going to ask you. Tell me a little bit about how your family was 

connected to Otto Graham of the Browns. 

 

JR: 

Well, Otto was a quarterback; of course, as you know—and he was a good friend of my father 

because Dad knew I was a fairly decent athlete, even at that age—and he made sure I got to 

know some of these people on a personal basis. Just like I sat out in the dugout many a game 

with Johnny Philip Morris, you know Johnny Philip Morris, the little midget? 

 

GI: 

Yes sir.  

 

JR: 

Sat in the dugout with Kate Smith. You remember Kate Smith? “God Bless America?” 

 

GI: 

Yes sir, I do.  

 

JR: 

And Winston—not Winston Churchill but De Gaulle sat in the dugout, which didn’t mean a 

whole lot to me at that time but it did as I grew up and knew what was going on, I did. But 

because of my dad’s position he was the captain of the station. He was like the commander of the 

battleship, you know what I mean. Over the whole fifty-five or six thousand people.  

 

GI: 

Now, another person that’s mentioned in here is George H.W. Bush Sr.  

 

JR: 

He knew my father, as did Gerald Ford.  

 

GI: 

Okay, so tell me a little bit about your dad’s interactions with George Bush and Gerald Ford.  

 

JR: 

Now I’m eight years old, nine years old. They were just senators. I mean, they were in the 

service just acting as officers under my father. So, George, I’ll be honest, I didn’t care a damn 

thing about them. They couldn’t hit a baseball with a tennis racket. I wasn’t interested in those 

guys; they didn’t appeal to me. I was all-athlete, so impressed with Pesky and Williams, and 

Williams won that American League crown in 19—was it— 
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GI: 

Was it ’41? 

 

JR: 

Six. 

 

GI: 

Okay.  

 

JR: 

He won the batting crown at four-oh-six. The last guy to hit four hundred, the last one to hit four 

hundred. 

 

GI: 

That is correct. Well so it’s amazing to me to see how many of these individuals you interacted 

with. And of course I was just motioning over here to Dr.[Monte] Monroe that of course you’re 

an eight or nine-year-old kid; you don’t give a rat’s patootie about these soldiers and these 

cadets. Even if they do wind up eventually being president of the United States, you want to 

hang out with the baseball players. 

  

JR: 

Well yeah, and the football players and the golfers. Any of them that wore a jock strap to be 

honest with you. You know, I didn’t know politicians from a wheel barrow, George. (laughter) 

 

GI: 

Well you know what Mr. Raugh— 

 

JR: 

Jim, I’m Jim.  

 

GI: 

Jim, a lot of the eighteen and nineteen and twenty-year-old students that Dr. Monroe and I teach 

here on campus, they don’t give a damn about politicians today either. (laughter) Well listen, let 

me ask you this then: so you’re meeting these individuals, these major leaguers—did they give 

you any tips, any pointers on how to improve your game? Were they helpful to you as far as 

developing yourself as an athlete? 

 

JR: 

I idolized Williams and Pesky because I knew them the best. The very, very, very best. Otto 

Graham was a little bit aloof, but I was playing—you don’t go around with football players like 
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you do baseball players because you’re out there in the field with them as a bat boy. A mascot 

for football and a mascot for basketball, but it wasn’t the same as baseball. You’re in there with 

baseball. You’re with them. You’re carrying a bag, you’re carrying a glove, and you just interact 

with them so much easier, and I idolized Johnny Pesky; to this day he’s my favorite person in 

baseball.  

 

GI: 

Well, you know that sounds like an absolutely wonderful childhood and a wonderful series of 

experiences that you had at Chapel Hill. Now let me just fast forward a little bit, the war is 

over— 

 

JR: 

Okay, one quickie— 

 

GI: 

Go ahead.  

 

JR: 

I played under Johnny Pesky for a year in Texas in 1960. I wasn’t doing well. I was one-and-

three or something like that, so Pesky took me out and told me, he said, “Jim, I know you’re 

striving because of our relationship, but you’ve got to go out there or I’m going ship your ass out 

of here and send you down to Azle or somewhere else. So I turned around, I was one-and-three 

and I ended up being twelve-and-four. I think I got it out of my system. He got it out of his 

system. Plus he started working us out at eight o’clock in the morning which helped because it’s 

hot in Texas. You know it’s hot when you see a dog chasing a cat and they’re both walking, you 

know that’s hot. 

 

GI: 

I understand. Living in West Texas, believe me, I can understand that completely sir.  

 

JR: 

It’s tough here too. Go ahead.  

 

GI: 

If it’s okay, let’s take you back to the prep school in Pennsylvania. Tell me a little bit about what 

were your favorite classes in high school, what was your favorite subject, maybe some 

inspirational teachers. I would assume obviously that you played sports at the high school level. 

Tell me a little bit about that. 
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JR: 

Football I was All-Philadelphia, which is unusual for a small prep school to have All-

Philadelphia. You’ve got the public schools, the Catholic schools, and I was All-Philadelphia in 

football as an end okay? And that’s why I was co-captain of the basketball team and co-captain 

of the baseball team. All [inaudible 00:14:49] in every sport, football, basketball, baseball.  

 

GI: 

So this is what, ’49, ’50, ’51, ’52, around there? 

 

JR: 

Yeah. I graduated prep school in ’53. Was president of my class for five straight years starting in 

eighth grade.  

 

GI: 

Wow you must have been a hell of a politician. You must have picked up something from some 

of those politicians that you interacted with down in North Carolina. 

 

JR: 

I’ll go one step further, this is an egotistical trip, but yeah, I was president of the class for five 

straight years, and also I ended up president of the University of North Carolina my senior year 

in 1957.  

 

GI: 

I saw that in the biography that Anne provided for us as well. I’ll tell you what, let me ask you 

this, tell me a little bit about how you—did you get a scholarship to play baseball at UNC right 

off the bat? 

 

JR: 

My father did not want me going to school on a scholarship, any kind of a scholarship. Because 

he could pay for it and he didn’t want me to be obligated. He wanted me doing it on my own 

time if I wanted to do it. And of course he had no problem there. I played football and I was the 

top scorer in football as an end. Two touchdowns and an extra point, fourteen points. But that’s 

when we had freshman football, before they changed it. My sophomore year is when they went 

to freshman could play varsity. Anyway, playing all collegiate sports and I was just so involved 

and back to the original question I had forgotten we’re just talking. Let me think what we were 

saying.  
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GI: 

Well, how did you wind up at UNC? I mean, obviously the connection was already there because 

you guys were in Chapel Hill. So I mean, I can see that connection, but what I really wanted to 

know was: were you recruited to be an athlete—and you’ve answered that question. 

 

JR: 

Not whatsoever. They didn’t even know me from Adam’s off ox; they knew I was a skipper’s 

son, they didn’t know what kind of a student I was—I was a fair student. I’ll tell you a little 

quick one, you’ll like this one. My parents used to say, “Jim, your grades are underwater.” And I 

said, “What the hell are you talking about?” They said, “They’re below C-level.”  

 

GI: 

(laughs) It seems to me that you had to have gotten your head above that C-level eventually 

somewhere along the line in order to be able to graduate and be able to be as successful as 

you’ve been. Now I’m looking at the ACC honors for North Carolina baseball and I see that you 

were All-Atlantic Coast Conference—was it first team or second team in ’55, ’56, and ’57? Tell 

me a little bit about how you—obviously you walked on with the baseball team. Tell me a little 

bit about your experiences on the diamond as a Tar Heel. 

 

JR: 

Well, I was a winning pitcher even as a sophomore. I was eleven and one in freshman football. 

We won the championship in our league, the inter-academic league. The baseball way at Chapel 

Hill, called the ACC and then my sophomore year I was lucky and I started and my junior year 

we had a pretty good ball club. Our first baseman was Tom Zachary whose father gave up the 

sixtieth home run ball to Babe Ruth. Remember him? Tom Zachary? 

 

GI: 

Yes sir. I do.  

 

JR: 

Our first baseman. But anyhoo, I just played for three years in good ball clubs and luckily just 

threw the right pitch at the right time. I’ll tell you a funny story you’ll love. One day I was out 

there and got my brains beat out. This was in pro-ball in spring training, and everything I threw 

up they were hitting. So the manager Jack Tighe comes out to—remember Jack Tighe? 

 

GI: 

No, that name I’m not familiar with.  

 

 

 



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
14 

JR: 

He came out on the mound and he turns around to—and I’ll just say the catcher, and the 

catcher’s name was George Iver and he says, “George, would you mind telling me what the hell 

Raugh’s throwing tonight?” And my good friend and catcher George says, “I don’t know Skip, I 

haven’t caught any yet.” (laughter) But anyhoo, I just grew up with these guys and idolized 

baseball and was better at it than any other sport. 

 

GI: 

Okay. Now how then do you get to—in the conversations that I’ve had with Mike Torrez, he’s 

told me a little bit about how you had these bird scouts throughout the country who were on the 

lookout for talent for the various systems. Now, Anne says that you played in the Detroit system.  

 

JR: 

The Detroit organization, that’s right, yeah.  

 

GI: 

How did you wind up being recruited, or meeting up with someone? 

 

JR: 

I’ll tell you the scout was Rick Ferrell, the Ferrell brothers. Wes and Rick. Remember them? He 

was the scout for the Detroit Tigers and he was in our area, the North Carolina area. I got to 

know him and as a matter of fact, I signed my contract with him, with the Detroit Tigers in my 

wife’s house. We were not married at the time. I signed in ’57 and graduated in ’57. I was 

visiting and signed the contract with Rick Ferrell in her house. I was visiting for a week or so.  

 

GI: 

Now, I hope that you don’t think it’s too forward of me to ask you this question, but would you 

mind telling me what your bonus was and what your starting salary was when you were a farm 

hand in the Tiger’s system? 

 

JR: 

Four thousand. And then I think it was about—it was seven hundred or seven hundred fifty. I 

can’t remember which—a month.  

 

GI: 

(laughs) You realize that that’s what some major leaguers spend on dinner during just a typical 

evening nowadays, right?  
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JR: 

When I signed, if I had gone right to the majors they could have paid me seven thousand a year. 

Now it’s three-hundred eighty-five thousand as a rookie, might be four hundred thousand. It’s 

ridiculous. 

 

GI: 

Well, you know, one of the things that I love to do when I teach my sports history class, and I’m 

teaching this now in the fall, is when I was doing some of my early research on Mike, if you 

remember, in sporting news they used to publish payrolls for every single team.  

 

JR: 

They also covered the minor leagues much, much better. You know what I mean? They used to 

really cover the sporting news in the minor leagues.  

 

GI: 

That is true. And the kids simply cannot believe—because I would show them like some team’s 

entire twenty-five man rosters for a major league team in the early 1970s and the payroll would 

be like eight hundred ninety-five thousand dollars for the entire team. And the guy that was 

making the most money was probably making a hundred fifty thousand. 

 

JR: 

Oh, exactly. I remember Mickey Mantle signed for a hundred-twenty thousand. Nobody could 

believe that, all that money. But I tell you George, the biggest single thing that has happened in 

baseball—there is no loyalty now. It’s all money, money, money. I look at the line up day in and 

day out in the paper and see names switching back and forth for different teams. It’s all money, 

George. It’s not that loyalty. And same goes for the clubs, the managers, and the officers of the 

clubs, the owners. Everybody wants to win, I can understand that. But they’re paying the price of 

loyalty. Remember you could track ball players and say, “Oh he’s been a Yankee for twenty 

years,” but that’s not true anymore.  

 

GI: 

Well, you know what, if you were to look at my computer screens right now, I’ve got a big logo 

of the Pittsburgh Pirates, I’ve got a large photograph of Roberto Clemente. Roberto Clemente is 

actually on the cover of one of my books. That was my idol when I was a kid.  

 

JR: 

He was many people’s—what’s the height of the right field fence in Pittsburgh Park? What’s the 

height of the right field fence? 
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GI: 

I don’t know. 

 

JR: 

Oh you ought to know. It’s the same number as Roberto Clemente wore.  

 

GI: 

Ah, okay. So what, twenty— 

 

JR: 

It’s either twenty-one or twenty—I’m not sure what it is but it’s the exact same number. If it was 

nineteen feet he wore nineteen, if it was twenty-one feet, he wore twenty-one. I think it was 

twenty-one to be honest with you.  

 

GI: 

He wore twenty-one.  

 

JR: 

Twenty-one feet is the height of the right field fence of the Pittsburgh Stadium. 

 

GI: 

I did not know that.  

 

JR: 

Did you know this one? Back when the Yankees started they were putting numbers on their 

uniforms, how they came up with the numbering system? You know that I’m sure don’t ya? 

 

GI: 

No sir, actually that I don’t know either.  

 

JR: 

Okay. Well, Babe Ruth was number three and Lou Gehrig was number four, because that’s 

where they hit the lineup.  

 

GI: 

Okay, see I had heard that somewhere along the lines, so that does sound familiar now. Tell me a 

little bit about—okay so you signed with the Tigers, where do you go first?  
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JR: 

I went to Durham, where Duke University is, and Carolina—they’re big rivals. And they were 

smart, I guess, they put me in Durham where Duke is and they said Jim, we’ll draw a lot of 

people, not necessarily pulling for them, because it’s twelve miles away from the biggest rival 

school there is, you know Duke and Carolina in basketball, how fierce that is. 

 

GI: 

Yes sir.  

 

JR: 

So they sent me to Durham which is b-ball and that’s the reason they did it, because they figured 

I’d bring the crowd in and probably did bring in a thousand more people, but five hundred for me 

and five hundred against me.  

 

GI: 

Well and a thousand people in I guess, a Class-A ball— 

 

JR: 

It was bigger than that. It was like twenty-three hundred, twenty-four maybe twenty-five hundred 

maybe more at times. But on a given day, I’m sort of making fun of it in the sense that—because 

I went to Chapel Hill, North Carolina, and the team I played with was in Durham where the 

home base of Duke University they’d figure I would draw an extra thousand people: five 

hundred for us and five hundred for them. People going through the gates, that’s what they were 

looking for. So that’s where I was, b-ball. 

 

GI: 

Now tell me a little bit about your experiences as a minor leaguer with the Durham Bulls. It says 

that you pitched for the Bulls in ’57. Now Anne has mentioned that you struck out, was it, 

Mickey Mantle?  

 

JR: 

Yeah, but not there.  

 

GI: 

Okay, well tell me a little bit about how you progressed through the system with the Tigers, 

because if you start out with the Bulls— 

 

JR: 

You know when I played they had AAA, AA, A, B, C, and D, remember that? 
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GI: 

Yes sir, I do. 

 

JR: 

Well, when you get sent to D-Ball—if you never get to B-ball you’re considered a suspect, not a 

prospect.  

 

GI: 

Yes sir.  

 

JR: 

You remember that saying don’t you? 

 

GI: 

Yes sir I do. That I have heard.  

 

JR: 

Okay, and I progressed from B and I went to A, and then I went from A, to AA and then AAA, 

bounced around, AAA, AA, A, and then ended up with Pesky as I told you, in 1960, in AA in 

the— 

 

GI: 

And where was that? 

 

JR: 

In the Texas League.  

 

GI: 

The Texas League. What was the team here in Texas? 

 

JR: 

Victoria Rosebuds. 

 

GI: 

Victoria Rosebuds, all right. Now, so when do you face Mickey Mantle? 

 

JR: 

Spring training and they got the count and pulled me in and got the count to three and two, and 

the catchers down there gave me signals and he waved one and I said, “No,”  he waved two 

which is a curveball, I said “No,” he waved three and he said “Slider,” and I said “No.” So he 
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just called a timeout and said, “What the hell do you want? Look you’ve got the best controller 

of the fastball and he’s expecting it.” I said, “I know he’s expecting it. I’m going to pull the 

string on him and change it up.” You know, pull the strings and change up on him which I did 

and he didn’t strike out, he popped a first base to Norm Cash. And I got the first base covered 

going to my left, of course anything hit to your left, you go to first. I got to first base the same 

time Mantle got to first base, and I just stopped dead right there and I went “Whew” and Mantle 

turned around and looked at me and said, “Scared, weren’t you rook?” And I was so scared I 

couldn’t say but, “D-d-damn right.”  

 

GI: 

(laughs) Now let me ask you this, if this was in Tiger’s camp, was this in Lakeland Florida, 

where this happened? 

 

JR: 

In Florida, yeah, right.  

 

GI: 

Okay, now it says also that you retired from baseball in ’61, that you injured your pitching arm. 

 

JR: 

That’s right. I got traded to Minnesota. 

 

GI: 

Okay.  

 

JR: 

And so I went there and I really actually hurt it when I was at Syracuse in AAA with the Tigers, 

but I just went to Minnesota, not to their parent club but to their minor league. And my arm just 

wasn’t there anymore, it was gone. It just hurt, I don’t know what it was, I couldn’t throw 

number one anymore, number one being the fastball of course.  

 

GI: 

Yes sir, yes sir. Now, you married in February of 1959, tell me about your wife’s name, tell me a 

little bit about how you guys met, and tell me a little bit about your family. 

 

JR: 

Well, my wife is from Pineville, right below Charlotte, North Carolina. She was two years 

behind me at school—no one year behind me. I’m class of ’57 and she’s class of ’58, that’s right. 

And we met. The girls at Chapel Hill when I was there—you couldn’t go to Chapel Hill until you 

were a junior, unless you were nursing—well, she’s not a nurse. But we met and dated, and it 
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was just one of those things. I didn’t date much in college, at all as a matter of fact. I was too 

serious playing football. I quit playing football after my freshman year because I got serious 

about baseball and I didn’t want to take the chance of getting hurt. But anyway, we got married 

February 7, 1959, and as a matter of fact, you’re not going to believe this, but the daughter 

you’re talking with, Anne, my daughter right here, she gave birth to our granddaughter that same 

date, not year, but February 7.  

 

GI: 

Well, that’s wonderful.  

 

JR: 

How about that? Two sevens, February sevens.  

 

GI: 

That’s a wonderful story. That’s— 

 

JR: 

And my family consists of—I’ve got another daughter who lives in Arlington, Virginia. She’s 

married and has two children. One of them was born—I gave them, so I could remember their 

birthdays—the oldest one was born June 6, 1998, so I call her “Six-sixty-eight.” I can remember 

because that’s D-Day, Normandy. The other girl was born thirteen months later and her actual 

birthday is seven-eight-nine, July 8, 1999, “Seven, eight, nine.” Do you understand what I’m 

saying? 

 

GI: 

Absolutely. That’s a very easy way to remember. Believe me, I wish I had those kinds of dates in 

my family. It would make things a lot easier for me as I’m getting a little bit long in the tooth 

here and I’m starting to forget a lot more things than I can remember.  

 

JR: 

Join the club. 

 

GI: 

(laughs) Well, I tell you what now, it says then that you moved then to Shelby, North Carolina. 

 

JR: 

With the fiberglass division of PPG, the Pittsburgh Plate Glass. My father was a very successful 

businessman and— 
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GI: 

Before you tell me a little bit about that, tell me, what was it like, the process that you went 

through when you finally—because everybody wants to—if you sign with a minor league 

organization, everybody wants to make it to the majors. What was that process like inside your 

own head as far as, “How do I come to the realization that I’m done with baseball and it’s time to 

move on to something else?” 

 

JR: 

Well, hurting my arm had a big influence on it, but deep down inside, George, I think it was a 

hurt that I’ll never get over because I won Player, or Pitcher of the Month in August of ’60 and 

that’s not an award that many people get. And I was hurt and so on and so forth. And I think a lot 

of it, and this is between you, me, and anybody listening, but not for publication, I think because 

my father had made a remark, I’ll never forget this, when I was at Birmingham, he said, “Well, 

Raugh will probably make it because his father is wealthy enough to buy the Southern 

Association.” Well, that really—I heard a lot about that, you know what I mean?  

 

GI: 

I understand. 

 

JR: 

There weren’t a hell of a lot of people who went to play pro ball that were right out of college, 

you know what I mean? Most of them were not out of college. But you know what I’m saying 

because I think Anne mentioned that to you, or you had mentioned it to her. Not a lot of guys did 

that, they didn’t have that background of going to college. I did, I was lucky.  

 

GI: 

Now what did you get your degree in? I don’t think I asked you that question. 

 

JR: 

Political science. Wouldn’t that figure, being president? 

 

GI: 

Well that’s true. 

 

JR: 

I just enjoyed it because I enjoyed meeting people and talking to people and the way I found 

out—and you know this because you’re doing it as we speak, the way to be liked and the way to 

be successful, I think, is to talk to the people and have them talk to you. I know what I know. I 

don’t know what you know, but I want you to know, because when you walk away after having 

talked to me for ten or fifteen minutes, even if you just met me ten or fifteen minutes ago, you’re 
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going to like me, because he said, “Jim Raugh is interesting.” I’m not talking about like an 

interview like you and I have. I’m just saying meeting at the club or meeting somewhere and 

asking you about yourself and I have you do all the talking. Everybody likes to talk about 

themselves. 

 

GI: 

Absolutely. 

 

JR: 

And I found that to be the secret to anybody. You remember that. You don’t remember that I 

played with the Detroit Tigers and all that. That’s bullshit. Not a lot of people can say it and no 

one wants to hear that but they do want to talk about themselves, your son, your daughter, your 

wife, anything. They like to talk about that, and you give them a chance to and that’s why they 

remember you. How about that for the Sermon on the Mount? 

 

GI: 

(laughs) Amen to that.  

 

JR: 

You’ve got that right.  

 

GI: 

Tell me a little bit about your business career and I’m looking at—it’s about 1:43, believe it or 

not we’ve been talking for about forty-five minutes. And what I’m going to do in another couple 

of minutes or so is just sort of talk to Dr. Monroe and see if he has any specific questions he 

wants to ask you and I’ll put him on.  

 

JR: 

Do a smoker break.  

 

GI: 

(laughs) Well yeah, Dr. Monroe is a very charming fellow, he’s not quite as charming as I am 

but I guess he’ll have to muddle through.  

 

JR: 

Are you away for Dr. Monroe, right now, as we speak? 

 

GI: 

(laughs) Dr. Monroe and I have been friends for about fifteen, sixteen years.  
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JR: 

Is he in the same room with you right now?  

 

GI: 

Yes sir, he is.  

 

JR: 

He could poke you if he wanted to right? I was very lucky to have very successful parents like 

my mom and dad and I’m blessed with two wonderful daughters and granddaughters. No boys—

oh you’re not there anymore, okay. I was just very lucky to have very good parents, very good. 

Dedicated parents. And my two daughters, I wouldn’t take anything for them. Well, at times I 

would have traded them and want some change back.  

 

GI: 

(laughs) You would have traded them for maybe a good defensive catcher that could hit about 

maybe two-fifty? 

 

JR: 

I have all girls and I don’t have anybody with plumbing. I like telling jokes and I play big time 

trivia, and that’s it. Baseball’s been my love because of the people I was associated with.  

 

GI: 

Well, listen, all I can tell you is that the stories that you’ve told me, and I’m sure that if we could 

sit down and talk for several hours, I’m sure you could tell me even greater stories.  

 

JR: 

You ever heard about Mickey Mantle—to make a long story short, he was a lowball hitter and a 

highball drinker, you’ve heard that I’m sure haven’t you? 

 

GI: 

(laughs) Yes sir, I have. That one I have heard. And unfortunately that’s why he passed away as 

relatively young as he did. 

 

JR: 

And we’d say, “Who’s pitching tonight?” The announcer would say, “Raugh, that’s why we’re 

putting on two cups.” I thought it might be outfitters putting on two cups. (laughter) You know 

what I’m saying though? 

 

GI: 

Yes sir I do.  
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JR: 

Yeah, they’d say, “Raugh’s pitching tonight.” They used to have a big sign—I’m helping you a 

little bit for cleverness—the big sign outside all major league clubs used to have a sign that said, 

“Pitching tonight,” and then they’d have a shingle that would say the pitcher’s name so people 

driving by in their car could see who was pitching and the game time and make plans 

accordingly and that would draw the fans in. Well when I pitched, they had, “Pitching tonight: 

Raugh,” and they had a big sign, bigger than all the others too, that said, “Come early.” 

 

GI: 

“Come early if you want to see him try to get out of the first inning or two.”  

 

JR: 

About the third inning you’d say, “I didn’t know this game went nine innings, what’s this three 

inning crap?” Seventh inning stretch—never been around for it. But these old jokes that you tell 

yourself to relieve of pressure and tension.  

 

GI: 

I understand sir. Hold on just a second, Dr. Monroe has written a couple of things here for me. 

You said that you had two daughters, did any of them have any interest in sports? Do any of your 

grandkids have any interest in sports? 

 

JR: 

I’ve got a picture sitting about three feet away from me of my daughter Anne. She was in Sports 

Illustrated. She was an All-American for three years in swimming and she got her scholarship to 

Chapel Hill and decided at the last minute not to swim. But her picture in Sports Illustrated says 

she went to Greensboro. You talk about one of the few times I’ve ever cried in an athletic 

contest, it was not about me, it was about my daughter. She swam a meet in Greensboro, North 

Carolina, an outdoor meet, which is meters, which is longer than yards of course. Swam six 

races. Not only did she win all six, she broke state records in all six swims. 

 

GI: 

Wow. 

 

JR: 

They stopped the meet. This was about, say, seven, Sunday night. Stopped the meet, turned the 

lights out and nobody knew what the hell was going on, except for Sports Illustrated and the 

people who ran the meet. And they turned the spotlight at Anne to stand up and the crowd—I 

couldn’t see most of them because I was too busy crying. They stopped the meet and announced 

what Anne had done. Six state records in six state events. That’s never been done. 
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GI: 

I’m going to have to have Dr. Monroe talk to Anne about that, because you guys are meeting, 

what, next Thursday? 

 

JR: 

With Dr. Monroe you mean? 

 

GI: 

Yeah.  

 

JR: 

I don’t know anything about that, yeah.  

 

GI: 

Well, Jim was telling me a little bit about how Anne set six state records in one meet. So Dr. 

Monroe will follow up on that with Anne. Now, hold on a second, let me put him on for you for 

just a second and have him ask you a couple of questions. Hold on a sec.  

 

JR: 

Okay.  

 

Monte Monroe (MM): 

Jim, I’m going to go ahead and call you Jim, I’m Monte.  

 

JR: 

Okay Monte, good, how are you?  

 

MM: 

Well I’m fine. I’m glad we’re able to visit with you and that George was able to ask you some 

good questions about your ball career. Some of the things that interest me are more in terms of 

your life and your career. Tell me a little bit about your post-baseball career. I mean, what did 

you do afterwards? 

 

JR: 

I went down to Chapel Hill, well, to Shelby with the fiberglass division of PPG
1
, marketing, they 

trained me in marketing. So I trained in their plant for two years, just as a laborer, so to speak. 

Making pretty good money. But I was a marketing man, and they trained me on a product and I 

introduced the product to the market—it was erosion control fiberglass. And I was actually sales 

manager of that part of it and I just stayed with the fiberglass division the whole time—and they 

                                                           
1
 PPG Industries is an American global supplier of glass, paints, and coatings. 
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were going to send me up to New York and I did not want to go to New York, and so I went with 

a company, a company I had gotten to know very well at Shelby, and they offered me a sales—

vice president of sales of this company, and I said, “Gosh I’d be a fool not do it.” We loved 

Shelby, my wife and I loved Shelby, so we decided to stay there. And then the company I went 

with was sold to another company and they wanted me and I said no. So I ended up moving here 

to Hickory, which is forty miles north of Shelby with Shuford Mills and I’ve been there probably 

most of my life. I’m retired now.  

 

MM: 

And now tell me about Shuford Mills a little bit. Tell me about that particular aspect of your 

career.  

 

JR: 

I was in what they call the twine and cord division, making string. And one of the biggest things 

we made was clotheslines, plastic clotheslines your wife and everybody uses to hang their 

clothes up. They’re still using them in big tenant houses in the big cities; they use clotheslines 

and we made rope and cord and, as I said, twine—tomato twine, polypropylene tomato twine to 

tie up the tomatoes with, in Florida—we made millions and millions of pounds of that stuff. It’s 

like a string to tie things up. But we were the largest twine and cord mill in the country.  

 

MM: 

I wasn’t aware of that.  

 

JR: 

The fiberglass division—well, part of the paint division but we were just a division of it. I was 

very, very involved as sales manager in that division. They were in carpet yarn, they were in 

other textiles, but there were three divisions, the tape division which is doing very, very well. 

Like scotch tape, they don’t make scotch tape—duct tape and all that kind of tape stuff. Yarn 

division, which was carpet yarn and all that kind of material, and then our division: string and 

twine and cord and rope.  

 

MM: 

Okay, and then did your job entail a lot of travel or were you able to stay at home a great deal 

and be around to influence the girls and watch them thrive? 

 

JR: 

Well yes, I had to travel a fair amount to introduce the product. I’d travel all over—I was in, let’s 

see, I think I was in about twenty-seven or twenty-eight states in one year introducing a 

fiberglass product to the highway departments for erosion control you know that’s a big water 
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problem with the highway departments. You use fiberglass to make a matting and to control 

water, like a flue, you know? 

 

MM: 

Exactly. And when did that product start coming on line? 

 

JR: 

Let’s see—about ’65-’67, somewhere in that neighborhood. Maybe a little bit earlier, maybe ’63 

or ‘4, somewhere in that neighborhood. Mid-sixties, that’ll cover it. It was a big, big product, and 

I covered all over the—and I had a big jump on my competitors, not because I thought I was so 

damn good—it was good—but because they had an ex-pro baseball player. That carried a lot of 

weight.  

 

MM: 

Oh sure.  

 

JR: 

And even the other sales people that I was competing with would bring their sons to hear my 

presentation and I got to know them fairly well but it was a nice honor. It carried a little extra 

weight. You know what I mean? 

 

MM: 

Yes, exactly. Now, kind of give me an idea of what your presentation was like to these folks. 

How did you market these products? 

 

JR: 

Well, I called the landscape engineers and the highway department because they were 

responsible for the erosion and all that building of the highways and the fiberglass and the 

tarmacs at airports. There’s glass in everything you look at nowadays, really, you can tell. And I 

would have to go meet with the engineers. Very few presidents, I met with engineers, I met with 

treasurers about the costing and so on and so forth. I met with their sales people too. Two people, 

we’d call on a mutual customer together. Double-dipping.  

 

MM: 

So it wasn’t necessarily cold calling, you were working with other people. 

 

JR: 

Some of it was. But I like to say I’ve never had a second cold call. As a matter of fact, a lot of 

these people—and I’m bragging a little bit here—but a lot of people that I called on said, “Jim, 

my family wants you to stay with us. We don’t want to put you up in a motel or a hotel. You 
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come stay with us,” which was a real honor. I might just stay two days and then I’d have to go 

somewhere else of course, but that really made you feel good.  

 

MM: 

Absolutely. It gave you a special in.  

 

JR: 

I used to call—I had a friend, a purchasing agent, and I was bragging on my other sales people. I 

said, “I’m going to show you how to get two orders,” because I knew this guy very, very well. 

As a matter of fact, he was in my wedding. They didn’t know that. I said, “I’m going to show 

you how to get two orders.” So we settled down and went in there and talked to the guy for a 

while and he said, “Well, Jim I’m going to give you two orders.” And the guy was just 

astonished and said, get out and stay out, and that broke them up those two orders I got. I loved 

it.  

 

MM: 

That’s absolutely great.  

 

JR: 

I set them up. They walked out of there with a smile on their face. Everybody did. Everybody 

needed a laugh. When you’re giving a sales presentation it can get a little sticky. You know that 

as well as I do. That’s what you’re doing now.  

 

MM: 

Exactly. 

 

JR: 

It ain’t easy.  

 

MM: 

Let me ask you something else. George was asking you a number of specific questions. I’m 

curious about your parents. Who gave you the inspiration that you had to become involved in 

sports and to succeed in those? And I don’t know if you’ve already answered this but, how did 

you wind up in this private prep school in Pennsylvania? I mean what were your parents like?  

 

JR: 

Well, they both—both parents went to college. My dad went to Annapolis and graduated. My 

mother went to Goucher and graduated. So they had that parental background there. They’re 

originally from Altoona, Pennsylvania, and where I went to prep school is the eastern part of the 

state which is the main line of Radnor, Wayne, Devon, Ardmore, Rosemont—you’ve heard of all 
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those places, I’m sure. And it’s in what they call the “ritzy main line” of Philadelphia and there’s 

all these private schools out there, boys’ and girls’. And they wanted me to go, and have the best 

I could get, because my dad could afford it and it wasn’t that much at that time. It’s quadrupled 

by now, you know that as well as I do. But I just fit in nicely, I guess, and I was very fortunate to 

be able to do that; and I don’t know if George told you this, but I was president of my class for 

five years in prep school: eighth grade through twelfth grade and then president of the senior 

class at the University of North Carolina, which is a big, big thing.  

 

MM: 

Sure, absolutely. 

 

JR: 

I’m a Pennsylvania guy.  

 

Anne Raugh Keene (AK): 

But your dad, you know grandfather was a tailor, remember? He wanted you to have more than 

he had.  

 

JR: 

Okay, well my father’s father was a tailor. Anne just sat down beside me, who you’re going to 

see Thursday. He was a tailor, you know, like clothes? 

 

MM: 

Yes, sir.  

 

JR: 

Yeah, but my dad was a very successful businessman with a company that made—listen to this, I 

forgot about that—made the firebrick for the steel kilns that made the glass.  

 

MM: 

What glass? 

 

JR: 

Firebrick. You’ve got firebrick over your fireplace at home. That firebrick, there’s probably 

fiberglass in there, for insulation. Okay, so my dad was very successful, he was vice president for 

the company and so on and so forth.  

 

MM: 

Which company was this? And when they’re making this firebrick for the glass, tell me, were 

these for the glass companies that were in Indiana, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, at that time? 
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JR: 

Yeah, the name of the company was General Refractories. But they made refractory brick, the 

big steel kilns that bake stuff with intensive heat are firebrick with fiberglass in it. That’s about 

it. It’s somewhat of an insulation, but it’s really a protective part of the brick. Like I say, I never 

got in business with my father at all, he just let me wing it and let me do what I wanted to do 

because I don’t even know if I was offered a job to come with the company. It wasn’t my dad’s 

company but he knew—we were very, very good friends with the officers. He was vice 

president. But he just let me do what I wanted to do. (Anne speaks in background) Yeah, I guess 

so. Anne just mentioned, said “He wanted me to have more than he had,” so he made sure I did 

that. My father wasn’t a loving soul. I’ll tell you a funny story. He did love me. He loved me 

more than anything but he couldn’t show it. He was not affectionate. I pitched a game my junior 

year in high school and I pitched a sixteen-inning game one-nothing. And I pitched a perfect 

game for ten innings and in the eleventh inning I walked the first guy up. And anyway, after the 

game was over, and it was over at seven o’clock and I had to cancel the PTA meeting that night 

because it was so late. My dad came out of the stands and said to me, “Why did you walk the 

first man in the eleventh inning and spoil your perfect game?” Now talk about cutting a guy 

down to size. He didn’t mean it that way, but you know what? He bought me a brand new car my 

senior year. (laughs) Do you think it makes up for it? He just couldn’t handle that. You’ve 

known people like that. Some of them just can’t say “I love you.”  

 

MM: 

Yeah, well you know, particularly, now I don’t know if he was of the World War II generation or 

not, but like my father who is of that generation, they grew up in a time when children were seen 

and not heard and they just were not effusive in their emotions or in their affections.  

 

JR: 

But my dad was the skipper of the pre-flight school at Chapel Hill.  

 

MM: 

Okay, okay.  

 

JR: 

George has all that. But he was the skipper at the pre-flight school with over five, ten thousand 

cadets. Some of them were Ted Williams, Johnny Pesky, we’ve mentioned all those names. 

“Spahn and Sain and pray for rain.”  

 

AK:  

Tell them that your mother’s father was a confectioner.  
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JR: 

What? 

 

AK:  

Your mother’s father was a candy maker.  

 

JR: 

My mother’s father was a candy maker.  

 

MM: 

That’s interesting.  

 

JR: 

In fact her brother’s name was Hershey, but it’s not that Hershey family. 

 

MM: 

Not that part of the family. Now, your mother’s family, were they also from Pennsylvania, both 

of them? 

 

JR: 

Both of them from Altoona, Pennsylvania. Both Mom and Dad were from Altoona. I won’t say 

they were childhood sweethearts, I wouldn’t know that from Adam’s off ox. 

 

AK: 

They were German.  

 

JR: 

We were descended from Germans. Used to be many, many, many years ago we used to be Von 

Rausch.  

 

MM: 

Von Rausch? Very interesting. They were some of the so-called Pennsylvania Deutsch I guess, 

or Dutch. 

 

JR: 

Yeah but we never lived up there in that area. They weren’t Amish. We’re not Amish.  

 

MM: 

Let me ask you this question. When you were in high school—very few of us get to go to a prep 

school from kindergarten all the way through the twelfth grade.  
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JR: 

I was at Chapel Hill when my dad was in the service, went to school then, but go ahead yeah. I 

didn’t board there. The prep school I went to, there was no boarding.  

 

MM: 

Okay, I see. But did you have any teachers that were particularly inspirational for you?  

 

JR: 

Hmm, to be honest with you, not really. I had some I liked, but none were inspirational to me, 

no. I’ll tell you a funny story you might like. One of the classes was—this was in college—one 

of the classes, the professor had come in and left his books there on his desk and got a phone 

call, and so when we all went into class, he wasn’t there. So our whole class, about fifty of us, it 

was a lecture hall, all fifty of us got up and walked out. Well, not the next day but the day after, 

we all came in and sat down and he said, “I want to tell you guys something. If you find my 

books on my desk, damn it, that means I’m here. Don’t you ever, ever do that again. If my books 

are on my desk it means I’m here.” Okay. The next time we met we all went in early. Everybody, 

all the students put the books on their desks and left. (laughs) So the next day we met he said, 

“Okay you sons of bitches you’re even. You did what I said. Your books were there, that means 

you’re there so I can’t fine you, but don’t you ever, ever do it again.” Isn’t that a good story? 

 

MM: 

(laughs) Absolutely. Now was this at North Carolina?  

 

JR: 

Chapel Hill, yeah.  

 

MM: 

I like that one.  

 

JR: 

I think that’s a good one too. That’s a true one. 

 

MM: 

Exactly. When you were in your working career, were you involved in any service groups or 

extracurricular activities? You know Kiwanis, Lion’s, Rotary, anything like that? 

 

JR: 

Very, very, very involved –in fact I was on the board of the YMCA. And on the Service League 

of the community but I really, to be honest with you, I had so much time with business and 

coaching, I did a lot of coaching for the little kids, I didn’t have time to get involved in a lot of 
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outside activities. But the thing I really wanted to do, not had to do because the position and 

that’s what you should do, you know all that. I did what I wanted to do to help the kids and I 

coached football and baseball of course and was very active in the YMCA and a couple of other 

service clubs and so on and so forth. Got an award from YMCA that raised more money than any 

other single person had. Raised about ten thousand dollars which didn’t sound right but it is per 

person when you’re only shooting for about five hundred dollars a person.  

 

MM: 

Oh absolutely. Now what drew you to the YMCA? I know that YMCAs were very popular 

during that time period but did somebody get you involved, or did you just drift there on your 

own? 

 

JR: 

YMCA headed a lot of the football and baseball programs that I was coaching on. They 

sponsored—things were at the YMCA but we had different teams, like the Detroit Tigers—the 

Detroit Tigers could have been a baseball team in the offices of the YMCA, like a Little League 

or a Junior League, all that kind of stuff. I just used the Detroit Tigers—but it could be anybody. 

But that’s how I got involved in the YMCA, and got to know the people very well. I liked them 

and they liked me and so they said “Why don’t you come over and be on our board and help us a 

little bit?” And I said, “Okay, fine.” I just got the offer about three years ago. It takes a lot of 

time. But it was fun. It wasn’t drudgery. I wasn’t one of those going to—which I firmly believe 

that the Kiwanis, the Rotary Club and all that, I know they’re dedicated people and somebody 

has to do it, but I was involved in other areas. I didn’t want to spread myself so thin. You can’t 

be all things to all people and that’s the way I did it in sports. Here’s a good story for you and 

George. I don’t know if he told you about when she went to the swimming meet. It’s important 

that you know this. She went to the swimming meet and she got six firsts. That’s pretty 

impressive.  

 

MM: 

He did mention that, and I’m going to have to quiz her about that on Thursday.  

 

JR: 

Yeah she broke six state records doing that.  

 

MM: 

That’s amazing.  

 

JR: 

Six state records in every event. Now here’s the story. She said, “Dad I’m so tired.” This was 

right before her sixth and last race. I said, “Anne, I know you’re tired. I’m tired. Everybody is 
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tired. All the parents are tired. But I’ll tell you something Anne, you have just competed in five 

races and broken five state records. That’s awesome in a sense. How do you think those kids 

feel, coming in second, third, fourth, and fifth? You got first in every one of them. They’re as 

tired, if not more tired than you are so get out there and give it that last effort.” And she got out 

there and broke the state record in the sixth race. That was my athletic coming out in her 

mentally, not physically, mentally. You give a pitcher good legs and he’ll win, because he’s got 

to have that heart. You don’t do anything without a heart. You know that as well as I do but a lot 

of athletes don’t know that.  

 

MM: 

Right, exactly. 

 

JR: 

They think it’s all finesse. 

  

MM: 

Who gave you that heart? Which mentor, which parent do you think gave you the same kind of 

heart that you’re talking about that you projected on to Anne? 

 

JR: 

That’s a question I’ve never been asked and a question I don’t know how to answer. I’d say 

maybe a good life, a good honest life, having everything I really wanted, you know within 

reason. I was spoiled, but not to a great extent, that’s for damn sure. I don’t know how to answer 

you to be honest with you. I guess my parents were a good example, a couple of teachers, but of 

course Ted Williams, Johnny Pesky, some of the great athletes I met, I’d ask them. Ted Williams 

said, “Work hard, work hard, work hard.” A couple of pitching coaches said, “Work hard. Run, 

legs are the most important part, run, run, run,” which I did. I’ll tell you a funny story. You’ll 

love this one. Frank Lary, Remember Frank Lary? 

 

MM: 

Yes.  

 

JR: 

Alabama—lazier than hell. Lazy as hell. And the pitchers would go to batting practice, BP, and 

you’d see the pitchers run from right to left all the time during batting practice. And one day we 

were out there running and Frank Lary was jogging. We’d get from right to left and halfway 

back and he’d still be jogging. So the manager called and came out, he didn’t call a time out, 

everything kept on going. He called all the pitchers together, there was fourteen, fifteen of us, 

and he’s chewing out Frank Lary who’d won twenty games two years in a row, and he’s chewing 

him out big time. I’m a year out of college and watching a big twenty game winner get a 
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shootout big time. He ripped at him for almost two minutes and he started winding down and 

Frank Lary looked at him and said, “Skip”—you know that’s what you call the managers—he 

said, “Are you finished chewing me out?” He said, “Yes.” He said, “Well, let me tell you one 

damn thing and don’t you ever, ever forget it. You don’t run the goddamn ball over the plate.” 

(laughter) Well, it’s French but that’s what is said, that’s what makes the impact, right? 

 

MM: 

Yes, it is, it is. Well you not only have a passion for sports, kind of like George and I have. What 

interests you most in sport? What particular component of sports— 

 

JR: 

Just the camaraderie between your teammates, win or lose. And when you lose, who’s your 

friend when you win? Everybody’s your friend when you win. When you have a hard time and 

the first guy comes around and says, “Jim you didn’t have a good day but that’s okay. Something 

of that nature that makes you feel—come hell or high water you’re still my friend.” Because I 

know I was president of the class for five years because I was a good athlete and all that. It sure 

as hell wasn’t because I was a great student, because that wasn’t coming to pass. But it’s just 

friendship I think. Wanting to do well and make people proud of me, I guess that would be it.  

 

MM: 

Do you think—now this may be more of a psychological question, I don’t know. I pick on 

George about this because he’s an only child. Do you think there was some component of being 

an only child in this that you wanted to excel to gain or garner your parents’ attention and 

affection and to make friends because you didn’t have any siblings or anything like that? 

 

JR: 

I probably very, very much—as I said I’ve had no really deep discussion—this is the deepest 

I’ve ever gone into any subject of this nature with anybody, man, woman, or child. You really 

brought something out that I hadn’t thought about. But yeah, total acceptance by people, by my 

parents. I mean I’m the only one they had. I’ll tell you the reason they had just one. When I was 

twenty-six days old I had a very serious operation and man, I was twenty-six days old. And oh 

gosh, they opened up my stomach—oh god, what was it? But they spent over five thousand 

dollars and they hadn’t been married a long time, for the surgery. And that didn’t break them but 

it didn’t help a lot you know what I mean? Not appendicitis but something much more serious—I 

cannot think of it. I’ve said it a million times and I’m just blocking on it. But it was a very 

serious. I have a scar that’s now seven inches long. You know how big I was when I was twenty-

six days old, it’s grown with me. It’s seven inches long now on my stomach. If I said it you’d 

know it. It’s a very serious thing, if I hadn’t done it—I couldn’t hold my food down. I put it 

down and threw it right back up. Couldn’t hold food down. Anne, what was the name of that 

operation I had? 
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AK: 

I don’t know.  

 

JR: 

She can’t remember it.  

 

MM: 

It’ll come to you.  

 

AK: 

Gastric— 

 

JR: 

Something to do with gastric but I couldn’t hold the food down. Nobody has ever asked me that 

question but I’d say just survival would be a good word to use in something like that. I wanted to 

survive, I wanted to do well, I wanted to make them proud of me. I was the only one they had. I 

don’t think I was old enough to know that money was spent to keep me alive for them. I wasn’t 

that mature, of course. But it was a very, very serious operation. But I’ll tell you how they put 

me under: with Old Grand-Dad
2
. I do remember them telling me that, how they put me under. 

 

MM: 

Really? 

 

JR: 

Put me under with Old Grand-Dad (laughter). 

 

MM: 

Hey, I love that. Now, you were talking about your father being kind of from the older 

generation, not quite as open in their affections as dads are today.  

 

JR: 

Exactly. Of course, he could have been, but he just wasn’t that type of person. My mother was 

but he wasn’t. 

 

MM: 

That’s what I was going to get to. Tell me a little bit about your mother and her influence on 

your life. What was she like? 

 

 

                                                           
2
 Old Grand-Dad is a brand of bourbon whiskey distilled at the Jim Beam Plant in Clermont, Kentucky. 
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JR: 

I was a lot closer to her. I could talk to her a lot. I was sort of scared of my dad because he was 

busy and so on and so forth, but he had plenty of time, but I just didn’t react real well with my 

dad. I loved him, but just something about a boy to his father, I just couldn’t relax around him 

and tell him things. I never talked to him about—I didn’t date much in school at all because I 

was too busy working out in athletics. You seem Jim Raugh at Haverford School, where would 

he be on a Sunday afternoon? He wouldn’t be out on a date with a girl. “Isn’t he out there 

running around the track?” They’d say, “Is there somebody out there on the track? I know who it 

is, it’s that damn Jim Raugh working out again.” (laughter) But that’s where I got my passion 

there. I took it out there. In college, until I met my wife, well, she wasn’t my wife then of course, 

but my freshman, sophomore, and junior year I didn’t date much at all. Too busy with athletics. I 

didn’t smoke or drink, I was in a fraternity but didn’t do any of that stuff. I went to parties but I 

just sat there like a dumbass and I was president of the class. Not too many presidents of the 

class are dumbasses you know.  

 

MM: 

Sure. What about—what fraternity were you in by the way? 

 

JR: 

DKE. 

 

MM: 

Okay you were TKE? 

 

JR: 

DKE. Delta Kappa Epsilon. 

 

MM: 

Oh DKE, okay. Now but get back to your mother. Tell me a little bit more about her. What was 

she like?  

 

JR: 

Who? 

 

MM: 

Your mother. 
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JR: 

Oh, hail fellow well met
3
. She was very popular with everybody. She was very well liked, very 

outgoing. And she called a spade a spade you know what I mean when I say that? 

 

MM: 

Yes.  

 

JR: 

You know I’ll tell you a little quick one about that that you’ll like. Mother Superior went to the 

head of the construction group. They were building an addition onto the Catholic hospital and 

she was complaining to the head construction crew and said, “Your men are using highly abusive 

language and it’s very upsetting to everybody in the hospital, the nuns, the priests, the doctors, 

the nurses, the patients, and everybody involved. Would you please talk to your people about that 

and clean it up.” He said, “I will Mother Superior, but you have to understand one thing, the 

nature of the construction man—he’s a real rugged individual. He works under tough conditions: 

heat, cold, hot, cold, rainy, everything. He’s got to be a rugged individual. To make a long story 

short, Mother Superior, so you fully understand, they call a spade a spade, they always have.” 

Mother Superior looked at him and said, “The hell they do, they call it a fucking shovel.”  

 

MM: 

(laughs) Oh my goodness that’s great, that’s great. 

 

JR: 

See how I loosen up just talking to you? 

 

MM: 

Let it go, Jim, I’m glad. You’re telling some good stuff now. Now tell me, did you ever know 

your grandparents, either on your father’s side or your mother’s side? And if so, what were they 

like? 

 

JR: 

They were very nice. I loved my Uncle Ed—he was president of the bank, and always gave me 

money, and all that. But they lived the other end of the state, about three hundred miles 

difference. I was never close to any part of the family. It’s interesting of you to spot that. I did 

not enjoy going back and seeing those people because I had nothing in common with them. We 

were in the eastern part of the state and they were in the western part. I was going to an affluent 

school, and their kids did not. It wasn’t a clash; I just didn’t feel comfortable there. I had to live 

there for one fall semester, because my dad was getting transferred out of the navy—leaving the 

navy because the war was over with, and they were moving back, getting ready to move back to 

                                                           
3
 An english idiom used to refer to a person whose behavior is hearty, friendly, and congenial. 
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outside Philadelphia. When I say outside Philadelphia, it was about twenty, twenty-five miles—

the main line, you can check that out. You’ll find out about the main line. I went to school with 

[inaudible 01:09:18] clothier people—the DuPont people, that kind of school. I wasn’t on the 

same financial end of it, not even close, but that’s the type of some of the people. Not all of them 

were like that. I’d say probably ten percent were like the wealthy people, the rest of us were 

fairly well to do.  

 

MM: 

They fit into that milieu. Did they consider themselves better than the rest of y’all? Say the 

DuPont kids or some of these other children that came from wealthier circumstances. 

 

JR: 

Yeah, they were. They did not blend in. None of them were athletes. Which prep school in high 

school, if you’re an athlete you’re going to go places, you know that. They’ll look up to you, 

especially if you’re in it and good. But none of them that I can recall, any of them, were athletes 

to really speak of. Yeah, they were on a team, but they were there. There’s what, forty guys on 

the football team in high school. They could be number twenty-eight or thirty-three or something 

like that. So no, there were no athletes among the wealthy that I can think of in my era. Now I 

can’t think of any others before or right after, but I’m sure there are or were in other prep schools 

I played against but I can’t think of it right now.  

 

MM: 

I see. Well let me ask one thing— 

 

JR: 

Tell Anne while she’s here to write it down and give it to you Thursday.  

 

MM: 

Well do that, and look, it could very well be that after we digest this interview a little bit, we call 

you back.  

 

JR: 

Certainly, yeah.  

 

MM: 

And ask other questions. But one of the things that I want— 

 

JR: 

Let me have your number so I can call you. It’s a two-way street right? 
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MM: 

Yes sir. My number is—and you know Jim, like George said, we have these new phones now, 

but the main number at our archive is 806-742-3749, and actually Anne has all this stuff. 

 

JR: 

I have it here. 

 

MM: 

But my cell phone number is 806-470-6308 but I’ve got a direct line and I don’t know what that 

new number is. I haven’t got that one memorized yet on the new phone system. 

 

JR: 

What was your cell phone? I got 806-7 what? 

 

MM: 

470-6308.  

 

JR: 

Okay.  

 

MM: 

Now I wanted to ask you before we got off the phone right now, and then I’ll turn it back over to 

George for his final follow ups here.  

 

JR: 

I’m worn out.  

 

MM: 

Yeah, we normally don’t go for more than an hour. But do you have anything you’d like to add, I 

mean anything you’d like to leave to posterity either in terms of viewpoint on the importance of 

sports, specifically baseball, or just your life experiences that you’ve had that you’d like to 

transmit. I’m sure one of these days your grandkids and great grandkids will hear this.  

 

JR: 

Yeah. Can I just think about that? That’s a hell of a thing. I’d like to come up with something 

useful, maybe not something people have played with but a good clean life, that’s overworked. 

I’m just trying to think about some good examples. I’ve been very fortunate with a wonderful, 

dedicated wife and two great children, two girls that have been happily married, successfully 

married. There’s no divorces that I can think of in our very, very immediate family, which goes a 

long, long way these days, you know what I mean? To me it does.  
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MM: 

Yes sir, it does.  

 

JR: 

And I’m very proud. Both kids have done very well. Anne just poked her head around the corner 

and said, “This is about you, not about me.” But you have a right to brag about your kids.  

 

MM: 

You think about that and we may talk about it more later. But I’m going to turn it over to George 

now and he may ask you a final question or so and we’ll let you go right now and we really 

appreciate you taking time to visit with us here today and George is quite a noted— 

 

JR: 

Oh I know, yes. 

 

MM: 

I like to pick on him a lot but— 

 

JR: 

Well I hope you picked up a couple of little baseball stories that are really funny and true.  

 

MM: 

Absolutely, and I don’t know if Anne told you, but we are the archive here at Texas Tech for the 

National College Baseball Hall of Fame.  

 

JR: 

I understand that fully.  

 

MM: 

Every summer George and I get to meet all the top players and their coaches and families and 

folks like that, so you would fit right in here. As a matter of fact, last year we had Dick Groat 

here, a former Pirate player there— 

 

JR: 

Dick Groat, from Duke. 

 

MM: 

Lou Brock was here last year as well and I could just go on and on. All of them have been here.  
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JR: 

Groat, G-R-O-A-T, he’s an All-American basketball player too.  

 

MM: 

Absolutely. Well, look Jim, it’s an honor to visit with you and it’s going to be a privilege 

working with your daughter here for the next few years and hopefully one of these days I’ll get 

to meet you somehow or another. But I’ll turn you back over to George Iber and then he’ll end 

things off with it.  

 

JR: 

Before you go, let me tell you a quick one here that you’ll like. You ready? 

 

MM: 

Yes sir.  

 

JR: 

Okay, you said you enjoyed talking to me and the feeling is mutual. Well, I want to tell you 

something about our short stop, a funny story, a true story. We had a big ball game and we won a 

big game and the shortstop came over and I went over to him and said, I’ll just use George—

“George, you played one hell of a game and so forth, you really helped us out. I just want to tell 

you how well you did and so on and so forth.” And so anyway, he started talking and said, “I just 

want to tell you, Jim, about your pitching and so forth,” and he said, “I want you to know this, 

I’m trying to work out my word.” He could never say the word “mutual.” “Mutual agreement” or 

“mutual feelings about you.” He used “neutral.” He said, “I just want to tell you something, my 

feelings are neutral too.”  

 

MM: 

(laughs) I love it. Well look it’s been good talking to you Jim, and I’m going to let you say bye 

to Dr. Iber here and we really have enjoyed visiting with you today.  

 

JR: 

Here’s a good one for you, real quick. Go up to a girl, you ready? 

 

MM: 

Yeah.  

 

JR: 

You go up to them and say—it’s somebody you know fairly well, and you say, “I read in the 

book the other day”—now you just pretend you’re the girl. “I want to tell you something, I read 

in the book the other day that 98.5 percent of all over-sexed women are—“ 
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AK: 

Dad, they don’t need to hear that. (laughs) 

 

JR: 

Aren’t you going to say, “Are what?”  

 

MM: 

Are what? 

 

JR: 

“Are hard of hearing.” (laughs) See, you don’t say the last word—“98.5 percent of all over-sexed 

women are”—and you stop and they say, “What?” And you say, “Are hard of hearing.” 

 

MM: 

That’s good I like that one.  

 

JR: 

I thought you would, okay.  

 

MM: 

Well, here’s George to say bye to you now. 

 

GI: 

Hey Jim I don’t really have any follow up questions I just want to thank you, and like Monte was 

saying, I just want to thank you for taking the time to talk to us, and it sounds like you’ve had a 

heck of an interesting life. 

 

JR: 

Tell your partner I just talked to, tell him the feeling is mutual about our conversation. Tell him 

right now the feeling is mutual.  

 

GI: 

The feeling is mutual about our conversation. Mutual or neutral? About our conversation.  

 

JR: 

Neutral, he’ll know. 
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GI: 

Dr. Monroe has that effect on people. He basically—you meet him and you talk to him for 

fifteen, twenty minutes and you’re still very neutral. He’s kind of a boring guy. You should see 

the reaction of some of his students in his class.  

 

JR: 

Oh really? Okay, I can bet. Okay.  

 

GI: 

Well listen, thank you so much. We’ll go through some of this material and we’ll follow up as 

we need and I guess Monte will be meeting with Anne next week.  

 

JR: 

Good, good. Okay. Thank you very much and you guys have a nice, safe week.  

 

GI: 

Thank you, you do as well sir. Bye-bye. 

 

JR: 

Really enjoyed it. Bye-bye.  

 

 

 

End of Interview 

 

 


