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(A) ihe lloninating Committee shall present a list of candidates 
the December meeting. 
(B) The Nominating Committee will nominate the officers, to be electe 
at this meeting. There will be opportunity for nominations from the 
floor. 

:Meetings 
(AB) The Committee shall meet every third (3) Wednesday of each month 
( ) Special meetings shall be called, with seven (7) days notice0 

Amendments 
(A) These bylaws may be amended by two third of the voters presmt. 
The following procedure, regarding amendments, will be observed: 

(1) Anyone wishing to introduce an amendment shall, prior to any 
regularly seheduled meeting, make ava:illable copies to the 
secretary, for mailing to the general voting membership 

(2) 'lhe proposed amendment shll be placed on the agenda for intxo 
duction purposes only. 

(3) A vote will be taken at the meeting, and the result of the 
vote wi 11 be final. 
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Mexico 20, o. F. 
June, 1978 

ICC~ . 
INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

News of the Arts in a Christian Context 

ART IS NEWS! 

This is the news bulletin that we have 
promised our members and subscribers. It 
does not take the place of Rotonda III, 
which we will send you next November. lJr 
international news is all too scarce, so 
we beg you to send us your news. They may 
not be world-shaking events, but neither 
are ours. What we seek is news of crea
tive, resourceful, imaginative activity, 
no matter how seemingly modest or insigni
ficant. 

On the local front, our most exciting 
news is that of Handicraft Cooperative. 
Functioning now for over a year, it be
gins to take root. At the international 
level, it is most gratifying to report the 
opening of a branch of ICCA in Pasadena, 
California. That is our first news item, 
and we will- let Jeanne Carruthers, now a 
"volunteer in mission, 11 tell her story. 

lllvin Schu.tmaat 

•• 

ICCA is a part of the Theological Co11111unity of Mexico 
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A NEW CENTER: A NEW VISION 
Jeanne Carruthers 

After twenty one years in India at Mi
raj Medical Center, fourteen years in the 
international city of New York and six 
~ears in the Mexican capital, I wasn't 
sure I wanted to retire in Southern Cali
fornia. I had read about it: hot in the 
SllllllE!r and still .so warm on January 1st 
that it is possible for Pasadena to hold 
its famous Rose Parade on New Year's day. 

Then I came to Pasadena and eventually 
to Duarte in October 1976. As the seasons 
rolled over me, I experienced the most as
tonishing changes of climate: winds from 
the nearby Pacific Ocean came into head-
on co1li$ion with burning hot winds from 
the Mojave Desert on the other side of the 
San Gabriel Mts. that rise above Pasadena 
and Duarte, and suddenly there was a drop 
of 20 degrees in temperature . Since coming 
to Southern California, I have experienced 
dust stonns, drought, hail, floods, every
thing but snow which is always visible on 
top of the highest peaks. 

Not only the weather but also the peo
ple destroyed all mY preconceived notions. 
I discovered that California has the lar
gest concentration of Asians in the USA; 
the size of the Mexican population is sec
ond only to Mexico City and there are 
more native Indian Americans and Black 
Americans than in almost any other state. 

PASADENA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

In the midst of this maelstrom of wea
ther and racial currents, the ICCA ~f Pa
sadena came into being. With its center 
in Mexico City and its resources in the 
arts drawn from Third World countries and 
minority groups around the world, it offer
ed a new way of looking at some of the pro
blems besetting the churches of Southern 
California. Even before we had unpacked 
all our materials, leaders planning region
al conferences or single meetings came to 
borrow our materials. The Pasadena Presby
terian Church (PPC , which is letting the 
ICCA have office and storage space in its 
buildings asked us to display pa.intings and 
other art objects from the countries where 
~here were projects that the church wished 
to support through the Major Mission Fund, 
namely Egypt, Lebanon, Guatemala, India and 
in Africa. We arranged two separate dis
plays, each of which was shown to people 
after both morning services on two Sundays 
in April. The response was most heartening. 

Our most rewarding task, so far, has 
been to acquaint people in this country 
with the original and inspiring works of 
art and music that have come into our col
lection over the years. ; Looking at "Jesu
sita Sera Un Santo" by David Siqueiros, for 
instance, people will almost invariably 
say, 11 But I thought Mexican art was all a
bout fighting and revolutions; I didn 1 t 
know artists were doing things like this." 

We are getting in touch with artists, 
musicians and poet-dramatists in Asia, A-

1 frica and the Middle East as well, and 
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hope soon to have something to shar~ with our dreams, satisfy our hunger for beauty', 
take us on journeys, enable us to partici-

. . pate in events, present great drama and A renowned Journalist, E.B. White, music, explore the sea and the sky and the 

you. 

said something about television that applies woods and the hill ,. •'-we would add, 11 and 
equally well to our field of the arts and help us to glorify God and enjoy Him for-the church:"I think (they) should arouse ever." 

VISUAL ARTS WILL ·RECEIVE 
PRIORITY IN BALI CONFERENCE 

August 24-30, 1978 

Fifty of the best-known Christian ar
tists from 15 Asian countries will gather 
in Bali, Indonesia, in August to study the 
imaginative use of. visual art in the life 
and mission of the churches in Asia. Among 
some of the best known are Frank Wesley of 
India, and Masao Takenawa, moderator of the 
consultation, who is .editor of Christian 
Art in Asia, published in Japan in 1975. 
The theme of this conference is "The Lord's 
Prayer in Asia Today". Artists have been 
asked to bring original works of art based 
on eight sub-themes of the prayer, which 
they will share and discuss with the group. 
Says Dr. Takenawa, "I am very much excited 
about this venture since this has long 
been a dream of mine--to have an all-Asian 
artists' gathering with the official spon
sorship of the Christian Conference of 
Asia. 11 . 

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON RELIGION 
THE ARTS,ARCHITECTURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

FOR A "REBIRTH OF IMAGINATIVE VISION" 
San Antonio, Texas - May 26-30, 1978 

Grant Spradling, executive director of 
"Religious C01T1T1unities for the Arts 11 has 
visited ICCA in Mexico on two occasions, 
asking for our help in contacting outstand
ing Mexican writers and artists for their 
big conference in San Antonio in May, 
and for a brief "satellite conference" 
here in Mexico early in June. One of the 
keynote addresses at San Antonio was given 
by Mexican, Miguel Le6n Portilla, distin
guished authority on Nahuatl literature and 
philosophy--which, with its profound love 
of and reverence for nature, speaks power
fully to modern man. The other opening ad
dress was 9iven b,v !.orP.tta. Scott Kin9. The 

conference was a veritable festival of cre
ative arts, with the Erick Hawkins Dance 
Company, the Paul Winter Consort and others. 
But special leadership was provided by dis
tinguished architects such as Percival Good
man of Columbia University. ICCA of Mexico 
was one of the twenty-one sponsors of the 
·San Antonio conference. 

Dr. Marion Van Horne in writers' workshop 

WHAT? ME A WRITER? 

That is what youthful Nehemias Diaz 
said in 1975 when he enrolled for the month· 
long ICCA writers' and musicians' workshop 
in February 1975 (sponsored by INTERMEDIA): 
Now he edits two publications for the Lu
theran Church, one for Mexicans, the other 
world-wide in its scope, focusing on con
tinuing education. "As a writer I have a 
long way to go," he says, "but I have el i -
minated vague, imprecise language and I 
think I now express myself more vividly~' 

For the past three years, ICCA has fol
lowed the careers of many of the 35 parti
cipants in these and other workshops. We 
are convinced that the expense and effort 
#ere amply justified. 
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One of our long range purposes is that of 
fonning cooperatives at the base so that 
production and merchandizing will be stabi
lized. 

Several years ago, we announced in our 
ICCA brochure that one of our projects 
should be: "In cooperation with students 
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of the Theological Co111T1unity, local churches 
and other interested groups, to find a way 
to work with folk artists from the villages." 
We are happy that this dream is at last 
finding fulfillment. 

~· Nehemfas·· Diaz 
JESUS, THE SON OF MAN 

TEQUITL-MAHUA 
This has been our theme this year in 

the visual arts. In October, 1977, one· of 
our young student helpers, Jesus de la Ro

------------------ sa, chose and presented 50 items from our 
fine collection of 600 reproductions of re-

This is the name of our Arts and Crafts ligious art. The occasion was a large, im
cooperative and it means "hand work 11 in the portant theolOgical consultation at our Com
pre-Hispanic Nahuatl language, still spoken munity involving such distinguished theolo
in many parts of Mexico today. 11A year and gians ~s Jurgen Moltmann and Harvey Cox. 
a half later and twice as active--a healthy With works drawn from the European tradi
sign for our project," says Deborah Barry, tion as well as contemporary third-world 
one of the three young women who, with the artists, Christ's ministry and teaching came 
help of three men who are also members, through with power. 
carry the biggest load in the cooperative. 
The other two are Cannen de Mendez and Da
niel a Bastian. 

The production and marketing of hand
~ade arts and crafts from rural villages 
of Mexico is our principal aim. We have 
a small local sales room at ICCA, but we 
.also are beginning to establish a reliable 
export market. 

We try to remain in close contact with 
the problems and needs of the artisans. We 
guarantee them a fair price for their kn i t
ted gloves and scarves {done mostly by men), 
embroidered blouses; colorful, imaginative 
paintings upon thick paper made from the 
.bark of the xonote tree. There are scenes · 
·of agriculture, caring for animals·, mount
ing bulls. Exotic tropical birds and ani
mals are frequently depicted in electric 
colors and in a fantasy type of jungle. 
There is one young man from the Guerrero In
dian region, David Lopez, who does outstand
ing work. There are also tiny animals of 
all kinds carved from onyx. One of the 
most popular is a mother pig and six little 
pi~s. 

In March, 1978, an exposition on the same 
theme, "Christ, the Man" with original works 
by contemporary Mexican sculptors and paint
ers, was opened at the nearby University 
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,Catholic Cultural Center. Among the most 
impressive was Jos€ Chavez' youthful "Black ~ 

... 
Christ 11

, with Abyssinian headdress and a 
deeo and penetrating expression in his eyes .. 

In April, at ICCA, we have had a photo
graph exhibit, 11 Christ the Source of Human 
Liberty", with expressive pictures of Latin 
American children, youths and adults, por
traying their struggle for human dignity in 
a world of oppression. 

THE MUSIC IS THE ~ESSAGE 

Young musicians 

11 Is the melody fresh, interesting? What 
makes a melody beautiful? (No one really 

. ~nows, of course!) 

11 But we've aJ.wcuJ.6 sung it this way~ 11 

Music is top priority at ICCA, main ly 
because in our Protestant tradition there 
is more demand for it than the other arts. 
In the fall of 1977, it was a workshop in 
Children's Music (October) and a Latin Ameri
can Folk Festival with new Christian songs 
and hymns (November). 

In May, over a long weekend, ICCA cooper
ated with the Union Seminary in a musical 
encounter for young Mexican composers of 
youth music for the church. There were 
three days of intensive work, composing sim
,ple songs for groups, listening to and cri
ticising songs for solo voice--songs with a 
.Christian message. There were 30 young peo
ple. 

11 Do all the words have meaning, or do 
they just fill in the meter?" 

"Is there enough melodic and rhythmic 
repetition? Is there too much?" 

Occasionally, there were hurt feelings, 
looks of disappointment, but mostly the 
joy of creating something new. 

11Shalom11
, our folk music group, first 

sponsored by ICCA two years ago, ts ll)(ide 
up of 3 Bolivians, an Ecuadorian, and 2 
Mexicans . They . erform in churches, 
schools and recently in a large Folk Mu
si c Festival in Puebla. They do authen~ 
tic Latin American folk and also Christian 
songs with a folk 11 feeling 11

, using authen
tic instruments such as the "charango" 
(little guitar made of a turtle shell), 
the 11quena 11 (wooden flute) and the Argen
tine "bombo11 (huge wooden drum with a 
cow-hide top). 

THE .PLAV'S THE THING! 

Mexico is just becoming the drama capital 
of Latin America . As many as 50 plays can 
be seen here any night of the year. Much is 
'warmed-over Broadway and other imports, of
ten of poor quality. But there are some 
excellent offerings: Experimental, often 
revolutionary , theater from all over Latin 
America, and classical repertoire (Moliere, 
·chekov, Brecht). · 
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Our churches in Latin America are far 
behind in the world of drama. Dur1ng the 
past few years, ICCA has done a few experi
mental dramas, including the revival of a 
17th. Century Nahuatl play, "Abraham and 
Isaac".. Lately, we have done a play based 
'on the 1 i fe of Fray Bartolome de 1 as Casas 
{Dominican priest who fought for the eman
c~pation of slaves in the Spanish colonies 
during the 16th Century). We selected our 
own tex~s, largely from Bartolome's wri
tings. Bartolome'~ impassioned monologues , 
drums and flutes, and slaves doing panto
mime and simple coreography, convey the 
tragic story of the slaves' harrassment and 
humiliation. The play is brought up to . · 
date with the dramatization of suffering-
in our present day--among the same indi
genous people of Northern Guatemala and 
Southern Mexico. 

. On April 27, a select group of 25 drama 
fans, mostly young, met at ICCA to share 
their concern for revolutionizing church 
drama with more· pantomime, improvisation, 
choral reading, dance. The stage was set 
by clowns, who performe'd for 50 children 
of the corrmun1ty. These young mimes, mem-
bers of a Christian student group,brought 
a Christian message to the children in a 
spontaneous, delightful way, and pointed 
to the need to try fresh approaches to 
the conmunication of the Gospel. 

We are always eager to hear of experi
mental church drama throughout the world 
and were delighted to hear from All an and 
~oan Eubank, of Thailand. Both have much 
background and interest in music and the
•ter. Using the traditional Thai musical 
drama (ca 11 ed 11 ligay 11

), they have trained 
a group of .12 theological students to sing: 
dance, play the 11 ranad 11 {xylophone ) in the 
presentation of Biblical drama as well as 
a modern play about a young man who died 
in place of his younger brother. ThP. pro
digal son in one of their plays became a 
~.Pr.edi gal Daughter" because she had a bet
ter singing voice than the man! They have 
taken their group on a tour of 1000 miles 
to the South of Thailand, perfonning 18 
times to crowds of 3 or 4 hundred people. 

PEOPLE AND PLACES 

Oscar.Rodri9uez (fonner ICCA director) 
and wife Barbara have not forgotten Mexico! 
Oscar was here in October 1977, helping 
with an ICCA workshop in Children' s Music, 
and he directed a choir concert. He will 
do the same in October 1978. Barbara and 
the children were here last summer and are 
here again this summer. Both times, Bar
bara has played the organ and directed the 
choir at "Pri nee of Peace" Church while 
the director and organist were on vaca
tion. 

In Amarillo, Texas, where he is direc
tor of music at the St. Paul Methodist 
Church, Oscar organized a choir festival 
in March with 6 choirs and 200 singers 
participating. 

Paul and Charlotte Bai rd (in Miami ,Ari
zona}, are working in a Tri-Church Parish. 
Last year Paul received his Doctor of Theo
logy degree from San Francisco Seminary. 

Alvin Schutmaat (ICCA director), and 
Pauline, his wife, will conduct a workshop 
in children's music and youth music in Bo
gota, Colombia, late in June and early in 
July. They will do the same in Venezuela 
in July and August, starting work on a 
children's musical drama, written by Alvin, 
("Joseph, the Dreamer"). 

Richard Irwin, our cQrrespondent in Sao 
Paulo, Brazi1 has just been received as a 
full voting member into the Sao Paulo Pr~sby
tery of the Independent Presbyterian Church 
of Brazil, the first North American to be 
received in this capacity. He serves as 
their consultant for radio programs. Dick 
is helping in the preparation of an article, 
!'Jesus Christ in Brazilian Pop Music," to 
appear i n Rotonda III. 
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Chapel drama: Fray Bartolome and slavls 

·ICCA News Bulletin. Published Annually. 
No. 1, June, 1978. Avenida San Jer6nimo 137, 
Mexico 20, o. F. 
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Opposit~e::~;: from bark paintino of ~ex lean primitive artist, David. L6pez ~ii!i!iii!i!.~i!ii\i!if 11·111!!!)-
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