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Daniel Sanchez (DS):  

My name is Daniel Sanchez, today’s date is September the eleventh, 2014. I’m in my office at 

the Southwest Collection Lubbock, Texas with Gonzalo Garza. Gonzalo first of all, thank you 

for being here.  

 

Gonzalo Garza (GG):  

Thank you for inviting me. 

 

DS:  

Oh you’re welcome and thank you for coming in even though it’s raining it took you two 

attempts this morning. Well, let’s start off with your complete legal name.  

 

GG:  

Well, my name, full name is Gonzalo Ochoa Garza. I’m from South Texas—do you want me to 

just continue, or— 

 

DS:  

--Well, what year were you born?  

 

GG:  

I was born in 1937.  

 

DS:  

Okay, and where at?  

 

GG:  

In Donna, Texas. 

 

DS:  

Donna, Texas. 

 

GG:  

Donna, Texas, it’s the little town in the Rio Grande Valley.  

 

DS:  

Okay.  

 

GG:  

I was raised there till I was about seven or eight, and my folks used to come pick cotton here all 

the time. Migrated, every year, and I used to come with them and miss school for about two or 
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three months. Go back, go to school, and next year, do the same thing. I didn’t graduate from 

high school, but I got a GED and I attended Texas Tech, but every year we would come to pick 

cotton or to hoe cotton. And we even went to Arkansas to do this kind of work. It was it wasn’t a 

hard life, because we got used to it, you know?  But no suffering, you know, just regular 

hardships, but not suffering that pain or anything like that, but we were used to it, we got used to 

it after a while. We sometimes we enjoyed it, and we used to come in a big truck. My uncle was 

the driver, he was the one that hired people—they weren’t hired people, they would just ask us 

to—if we wanted to come to Lubbock or to Brownfield, or Levelland, or Lynn Field, to pick 

cotton for—this was seasonal for about two, maybe three months, if there was a good year. We 

would come and it would take us two days to get here, and we would have to sleep on the way 

over here, and on the ground. And a little town by the name of Fredericksburg was the halfway 

point. So we would stop at Fredericksburg, sleep, get up the next morning and get to either 

Lubbock, Lamesa, wherever we were going. And I did this for about five, six years. And then 

one year I went to Arkansas and my dad did the same thing. He was a farmer all of the time. So 

we stayed in Arkansas one year, and then we came back to Waco, and this is where I went to 

elementary school—not elementary school, but junior high school—and some high school. In 

1953, we moved to Ralls, Texas and that’s where I went to high school. And I worked in a cotton 

compress for about four or five years. And then I joined the army, and I was in the military for 

three years, and while I was in the military, my dad got sick and passed away. He got sick 

because his dad died and they called me, I was in Germany, and they called me to come because 

my grandfather had passed away. So, I went ahead, and the Blue Cross—or is it Red Cross?  

 

DS:  

Red Cross. 

 

GG:  

Red Cross helped me to get a ticket to fly over, and they flew me from Frankfurt, Germany all 

the way to Lubbock. Then my dad was sick—he had gotten a stroke from his dad dying. So, I 

spent a month with him and I was getting ready to go back, and he got real sick and died. So I 

went to Fort Hood and got my discharge and came back. I was married in the interim. Before I 

went to the army I got married and my wife went with me to Germany. And when I came back I 

started working at different jobs here in Lubbock, and I worked for Coca-Cola for about ten 

years, and then I decided to get on my own. I could see that I wasn’t going to advance too much 

at Coca-Cola. I got as far as route manager, and then everybody else was passing me by. And I 

was the strongest, stronger than most of them, and I could do the work better than they could, but 

they kept passing me by. So I said, “Well, what I’ll do is, I’ll just get my own, I’ll do something 

on my own.” So I went to school, and got my real estate license, and then I started working for 

some people. In the real estate [business], you’ve got to be sponsored by a realtor, and then you 

have to work two years before you can get your broker’s license, to be your own boss. So I went 

ahead and did those things, and I got my broker’s license, and I opened up my own business. So 
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ever since 1974 or ‘75, somewhere in there, I’ve been doing real estate on my own. And I came 

to Texas Tech, didn’t graduate, and got eighty-six hours. And then I had children that were 

beginning to grow, and go to high school, and then came to Texas Tech. I got three boys that 

graduated from Texas Tech. So one of them’s the chemical engineer, the other one’s a chemist, 

and the last one was in education, some kind of education. But anyway, they all graduated from 

Texas Tech, and the reason for that is because [American] G.I. Forum, I was a member of the 

G.I. Forum for about twenty-five, thirty years, and I still am. The motto for the American G.I. 

Forum was “Education is our freedom and freedom should be everybody’s business.” So that 

made me want my kids to go to school, go to high school and college. You know, to go to 

college—and in those days, this was like in the 80’s or late 70’s, early 80’s—college wasn’t as 

expensive as it is now, and they could work themselves, and pay their way through college, but 

they couldn’t come to live in the dorm, because it was too expensive, that was expensive. So I 

had to open up a business of my own and started selling some—you know, the thing about 

discrimination, that even in real estate there’s discrimination, you know? I remember, I used to 

work for a company, the name was DaveW. Chapman and Son, and the people would come. You 

would get on the phone, and if a guy got a call from Mr. Martinez, they would call me, “Here 

take care of Mr. Martinez.” And they wouldn’t let me take care of Mr. Jones, but they would go 

ahead and let me take care of Mr. Martinez, or Mr. Torres, or Mr. Rodriguez, or, you know. I 

never got to talk to Jones, Smith, all those people. I was working for somebody, so I said, “Well, 

I need to do something else, so I can sell to anybody.” That’s the way the business is, and still I 

can put my sign out there and if they see “G. Garza Real Estate,” it’s pretty seldom that I get 

calls from the Anglo, but I do. They call me if they like the house, but seldom do I get calls from 

the Anglos, it’s all Hispanics that call me. Anyway, that’s the way it’s been all of my life. But 

anyway that’s the story of my life, and my career and so.   

 

DS:  

Well you know, you mentioned something that is very important about what we’re talking about 

today and you said American G.I. Forum. So, you were involved with the community back then?  

 

GG:  

Oh yeah, oh yeah.   

 

DS:  

How did you get involved with the community? 

 

GG:  

I don’t know if you know Robert Narvaiz, he’s we were really good friends he came from the 

same part of the country. He lived in Lorenzo and I lived in Ralls, and then we knew each other, 

and then when we got married, we had children and he was my friend so we invited, we asked 

him to be our compadre—to baptize one of our kids. So they did, and we were real good 
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buddies, so he belonged to the G.I. Forum, and he asked me if—they would come to me, the G.I. 

Forum would come to me when I worked at Coca-Cola for Cokes, to give them Cokes, they used 

to have ball games, softball games, and all that stuff, or parties or whatever. And they would 

come and ask me for Cokes because, I was a route Manager and— I couldn’t give it to them so I 

had to go ask the boss. The boss would say “Okay, how many do they want?’ “Ten cases.” “No 

problem.” So they would come to me, and that’s how I got involved. Once they saw that I was 

helping them with this, they asked me to join, so I joined. And you don’t have to be a veteran to 

belong to the G.I. Forum, because there’s several good members that were not veterans but they 

were excellent G.I. Forum members. One of them, Manuel Aguilar I don’t know if you know 

him or not but he had two girls that went to college. One went to Notre Dame, and this is because 

the G.I. Forum instilled in him that education is for us, we need to be educated. So that’s what 

got me into the G.I. Forum, when I was helping him, and then they invited me and then I started 

learning about it and I read about it and Dr. Garcia was the founder; he’s from Corpus Christi. 

He impressed me very much and I got to know him, I shook his hand—he was a good, good guy.  

 

DS:  

Okay, talk about some events y’all would do, or some of the things y’all would do to promote 

education and so forth. 

 

GG:  

What we would, we would have ball games, invite them to ball games, and then we would raise 

money for education, for scholarships—we did a lot. We used to, when I worked for Coca-Cola, 

Coca-Cola had the rights to sell drinks at the stadium, [the] football stadium. They had all the 

exclusive rights to sell and I worked there, so, I would go, me and my wife and another buddy of 

mine and his wife would do a concession stand, and we would make money. But then I asked the 

G.I. Forum if they wanted to do this and make money for the G.I. Forum. So we would go—I got 

them doing—I don’t know if you remember, or if you ever went to a ball game, they sell you 

little cushions, or chair backs—we used to sell those for Coca-Cola. Coco-Cola had a bunch of 

them. I got the G.I. Forum to start selling [chair backs] and all the people were coming, at the 

gates, and selling chair backs or cushions, and we would make as much as a thousand dollars a 

game—most games—and give Coca-Cola their thousand dollars. In those days and times there 

was about twenty-five, thirty thousand at the most. I can’t imagine how much they make now.  

 

DS:  

Oh yeah. 

 

GG:  

If we would’ve had fifty thousand in the stadium, we would’ve made lots of money, but we 

would make about a thousand dollars a game, and we had about four, five games, so we would 
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make six, seven thousand dollars a year. From the ball games. And that went to scholarships, 

that’s how we got people going to schools.  

 

DS:  

And you obviously became involved there, and you became a president, how did that come 

about? 

 

GG:  

I told you a while ago, you didn’t have to be a veteran to belong to the G.I. Forum, but if you 

want to be an officer you had to have been a veteran. You can’t be an officer if you haven’t been 

a veteran. Since I was a veteran, I got involved and started, first started being a Sergeant bar, I 

would be, keep people quiet. And somebody would say, “Well, there’s noise over there,” so I 

would have to go and stop it, and then I became secretary and then vice-chairman, and then they 

call them commanders, vice commanders and then I became the commander. Okay I was G.I. 

Forum chairman about four or five times. And I was vice-chairman a few times also. But that’s 

how I got involved with [it]. I enjoyed it and we could help people. We would go on the radio 

and people that would die and didn’t have money to be buried, we’d go on the radio, and solicit 

money for the particular purpose of raising money to bury this particular person. And we did that 

not just once, but several times. And we gave away scholarships. We would go out on 

Thanksgiving; we would take turkeys out to people. One of our main projects was a project 

called Pancho Claus. I don’t know if you’ve heard about it or not. Pancho Claus was created by a 

El Piporro, Gonzales is his name [Lalo Gonzales] -- a movie star, singer and everything, but he 

made that song up. And from that song, some two people from here, from Lubbock, got together 

and they decided to have a real Pancho Claus. There was a song about Pancho Claus, so they said 

“Let’s see, the song describes Pancho Claus with a white beard instead of a black beard—no 

black beard instead of white beard and a sombrero and serape. Not the, not the…” 

 

DS:  

Not the red suit.  

 

GG:  

Not the regular Santa Claus thing. So we did, we started this, it’s been about almost forty years, 

(phone rings) -- that’s my phone. It’s been about forty years that we did it, and we go and give 

candy to the kiddos every year on the Sunday before Christmas. We get together, at Maggie 

Trejo’s Supercenter, and we give candies to kids. You should go on a Sunday—Sunday, on 

Christmas Sunday—and see how many kids are there.  

 

DS:  

Well let me ask you, has the need changed, has it got bigger or smaller since y’all first started 

this?  
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GG:  

It’s beginning to—see, veterans are—like, Vietnam veterans, they have a specialty. You know, 

when we used to be [there], there was just one organization and it was the American G.I. Forum; 

but now you have Vietnam veterans and the Gulf War veterans and all that. So, we’re beginning 

to have problems getting people to join. But it’s not because they don’t like it, it’s because they 

have other specialties that they’d like to get into, so that’s the problem there.  

 

DS:  

I actually meant about the Pancho Claus, is there as much of a need now, as there was then? For 

the kids? 

 

GG:  

As far, really, we give away more now than we used to. We have a elementary school that wants 

us to go every year, their principal is Hispanic his name is Acevedo Alvarado, I don’t know if 

you know him or not. But we went one time, and this was about seven, eight years ago. And he 

has four hundred children. So we have to take little bag of candy for four hundred children and 

it’s not the candy, really, it’s the joy that the little children get out of Pancho Claus. Because kids 

are always going to get candy, there’s very few who don’t get candy, but it’s just the joy of 

seeing and talking to them as Pancho Claus. Some of them are afraid, and some of them come 

and hug you, because I’m Pancho Claus, I play Pancho Claus.  

 

DS:  

Have you originally, or just recently?  

 

GG:  

It was started by another guy and then after that I took over and I’ve been doing it for about 

twenty years or more. 

 

DS:  

Well since you’re, what was it like the first time you played it? 

 

GG:  

It was, we kind of, let’s see, we used to do it at Guadalupe. There was a little place there Barbara 

Sommerville used to run this little community center there, there was a park and there was a little 

community center there where I used to go dancing at a dance hall that used to be there when I 

was young, back in the fifties.  

 

DS:  

Was that the Cinco de Mayo? 
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GG:  

No Cinco de Mayo is where we used to have our office, the G.I. Forum office, that used to be 

like a meat market, and then on the other side was a little space and we rented it from the owner 

of the place. But Cinco de Mayo was a name of a meat market there in there, Guadalupe area. 

It’s like on Avenue N somewhere in there. We used to have a program called the Veteran’s 

Outreach and I worked on that for four or five years. Excuse me. We had several other people. 

That program was here for about ten years and I worked about four or five years with it. And like 

a regular employee, I got paid.  

 

DS:  

Let’s go back to that Barbara Sommerville, you were talking about that, let’s talk about that, I 

got you got off-topic there. Let’s go back and talk about that, what you were going to say on that.  

 

GG:  

Okay, we used to, we didn’t have a place to have it, so, where can we have it? So we came to 

Barbara and she said, “Yeah, you can do it here,” and so all the—of course, in those days and 

times Hispanics weren’t spread out like they are now. They’re in [the] southwest and 

everywhere, they used to be all concentrated in one space of town. Over here in Arnett-Benson 

and Guadalupe, so you know it wasn’t hard for them to get to this place, you know and what 

Barbara would do, there was one door on the front and one door in the back. And we’d get a line 

of children lined up, and Pancho Claus would be inside the building, and he was right like, there 

was like a hallway and they’d come in and one side the front of the building and go around to the 

back. And that’s how we used to give candy that way, and the American G.I. Forum also did—

you remember the tornado, 1970?  

 

DS:  

Mm-hmm. 

 

GG:  

[The] Tornado, there were twenty-six people killed here and we honored those people by doing a 

plaque—not a plaque, a stone, a memorial thing. If you ever want to see that, it’s on the corner of 

Avenue Q and Broadway. There’s a big monument with all the names of all the people who died 

in the tornado. It used to be right on of the corner of Guadalupe where Barbara’s office was. And 

then something happened, somebody stole it, so we asked for some money, and a real good 

friend of ours, you may know him, Victor Hernandez?  

 

DS:  

Mm-hmm 
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GG:  

He asked people, he called Texas Tech, and got some money from Texas Tech to call several 

people. He was a good fundraiser, and he got us something like twenty-five hundred dollars for 

that monument, and put it up, and it’s on Broadway and [Avenue] Q, and if anybody wants to 

know who died in that tornado, they’re all there. Okay, and then so, this is one of the things we 

did, but at first it was [at] Barbara’s place. Barbara was—she was a white lady but she was 

mostly Hispanic inside. (laughter) 

 

DS:  

(laughter)  

 

GG:  

She took care of all the kids, and took care of us—she was a good lady, she would help us out. 

We could use her office for anything that we needed; she was terrific, you know; she was 

wonderful.  

 

DS:  

You know, and there probably is another tie-in, because you mentioned Robert Narviaz and I 

know he is still involved with the Fiestas Del Llano (crosstalk) 

 

GG:  

He’s the number one guy.  

 

DS:  

And that’s right around the corner. Do y’all participate in that in any way?  

 

GG:  

We did at first, and then the Hispanic Chamber got involved. And they’re more powerful, you 

know, and they could do more things than we could. So they went ahead and took over but we 

used to do it, yeah, we used to do it.  

 

DS:   

Can you-- 

 

GG:  

--And I used to be a member of the Hispanic Chamber. 

 

DS:  

Okay. 
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GG:  

As a matter of fact, I was president.  

 

DS:  

Back when it was COMA? 

 

GG:  

Back when it was COMA, yeah.  

 

DS:  

Can you talk about that original chapter? Also, we’ll get there after we talk about the G.I. Forum. 

 

GG:  

Okay, the G.I. Forum is, I don’t know if I told you that it was started in 1948.  

 

DS:  

Wow 

 

GG:  

By Dr.  Hector P. Garcia because, well, it was because of veterans, but he was, he was involved 

in discrimination. He was from Corpus Christi and there’s a naval base there in Corpus Christi, 

and they didn’t allow Hispanics to be cured, to be taken care of. And so he, they were veterans 

and they wouldn’t do it. So he got an organization, and started, and called it the American G.I. 

Forum, but it really started trouble. After the war—the war ended in 1945—after the war, this 

was World War II, there was people that died overseas in the Pacific and the Atlantic and both 

sides of the ocean that people—they would be buried. For instance, in Europe or in Japan or the 

Philippines, or all those islands. GIs were killed, and they would bury, I don’t know what or 

how, but they knew where they were buried. They would bring them home, they would dig them 

up and bring them home, and there was one that was in Three Rivers, lived in Three Rivers. 

Which is forty, fifty miles from Corpus [Christi]. And the parents of the soldier wanted to bury 

him in the cemetery in Three Rivers. There’s two cemeteries in Three Rivers, way over there, 

where it’s 90 percent Hispanic, there was still separation. There was a white cemetery and a 

Hispanic cemetery, and they wanted their son to be buried. The white cemetery had perpetual 

care; they took care of it all the time. The Hispanic cemetery, nobody took care of it unless 

people volunteered. And they [his parents] wanted him to be buried in that good cemetery, and 

they wouldn’t let them. So they called Mr. Garcia, and he went to talk to Three Rivers, and they 

denied him. Then, Mr. Garcia got on the phone, and called a Senator from Texas, who at the time 

was the Senator. His name was Lyndon Baines Johnson. He got Mr. Johnson to go over to Three 

Rivers, and they wouldn’t let him, they wouldn’t allow him to do it either. So what he did is, he 
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said ‘I’ll tell you what, let me take him to Washington and put him in the cemetery over there,” 

the, what is it called? Where they have all the veterans.  

 

DS:  

Yeah  

 

GG:  

You know, and the President is buried there.  

 

DS:  

Right 

 

GG:  

So he took Longoria—that was his name, Felix Longoria—was the name of the Hispanic that 

was trying to get buried at Three Rivers. So he took him to Washington and had him buried over 

there, in Arlington Cemetery. 

 

DS: 

Right 

 

GG:  

And so that’s some of the things that the G.I. Forum has done. They’ve done more, but those are 

some of the highlights, and there’s some good people coming out of that. There’s, we have some 

good people from Dallas that are in the hierarchy of the G.I. Forum, and good people from 

Brownsville—even from California where they have their chapters in California, there’s chapters 

in Illinois for the G.I. Forum. Our priest, our—not priest, our bishop—used to be a G.I. Forum 

member in Chicago.  

 

DS:  

Wow. 

 

GG:  

Yeah, Rodriguez, Plácido Rodríguez, he was a G.I. Forum member in Chicago.  

 

DS:  

I did not know that. 

 

GG:  

Yeah so, the history of this thing, it’s so big. I can sit here and talk for five days and not get 

enough of it.  
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DS:  

Yeah, yeah in fact you need to talk about the one specific topic, and that was, what was, we’ll 

start off by, I’ll ask this question, what were politics like in Lubbock in the early seventies? 

 

GG:  

In the early seventies, the voting that took place here was what they called “at-large.” You know, 

you want to run for [a] city council position you had to run against the whole city, and when you 

ran against a white person versus a Hispanic—we had a population, I think this paper that I gave 

you, the population states that we had 23,000 people—Hispanics—in Lubbock, 10,000 blacks, so 

that’s 30,000. At that time, the population of Lubbock was 159,000. So who’s going to win, if 

you ran a white versus a Hispanic? The numbers tell you right away you can’t win, there was no 

way. So we ran several people for city council, for school board, for everything, everything, you 

know, and we never could get anybody, never could get anybody. So this is why Gene Gaines, 

the lawyer that started this lawsuit against the city, decided that something needed to be done. 

You’re not going to get into elective positions with the population being so separated from, from, 

being equal. And so this is why the lawsuit came about, because we couldn’t get into offices of 

any kind. Now, I think it would be a time that we could probably do something, but, it’s still hard 

even though our population has grown. It’s still, we’re still at like, thirty-five percent; at that 

time we were ten percent, or even less. So that’s how, that’s why we—we how hard it was to get 

elected. It was hard, there was people that could do it, but that just couldn’t get into it. I don’t 

know if you knew Bidal Agüero he was one of the, one of the most the smartest men, probably in 

Lubbock, he had like three Master’s degrees, and he had a newspaper. He was one of the 

smartest men in Lubbock, and he couldn’t, he tried several times to get into the city council, 

school board, but he there was no way he could do it. The odds were against us, we just didn’t 

have the people; and you could tell, right away, that it wasn’t going to happen. But so, when you 

got the districts divided up, and we have a district that is totally, not totally, but mostly Hispanics 

and blacks, and you could get a Hispanic in there and you could get a black in there, you know? 

That’s how they got in there, by this form of voting that the G.I. Forum, and the LULAC, and the 

NAACP fought for.   

 

DS:  

Well, let’s talk about that, like in depth, like you did earlier, when you talked about how Gene 

Gaines first approached it, and how y’all eventually became involved? 

 

GG:  

Okay, Gene Gaines went to the federal judge that we had here in Lubbock, at the Federal 

Building, and he wanted to file a suit against Lubbock because of discrimination. And so the 

judge, even though he was racist, he told him that the way to do it, “You don’t understand the 

system; what you have to do is get at least three, maybe four organizations, and get them to be 

behind you, and get the leaders of those organizations to sign a petition, and then bring it to me. 
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And if I see it’s enough force there, then I can go ahead and file a suit against the city.” So, that’s 

what he did. Gene Gaines got— he went to a meeting of the G.I. Forum, and I was the president 

of the G.I. Forum at the time, and he asked for our help. And we knew something needed to be 

done, so I went ahead and signed his petition and I sent him to the LULAC [League of United 

Latin American Citizens] Office and told him who to go see. Tony Reyes was the President of 

LULAC at the time, and he signed it, and then Gene Gaines signed for the NAACP. And we got 

together and we started the lawsuit and we went to court. It took about seven or eight weeks for 

court, and they finally—we got beat, but we appealed to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. And 

the people there, they had three judges, the people there, the three judges just—they were all in 

common [agreement], that you couldn’t see nothing but discrimination on what was written on 

all the transcripts. So they sent it back to him and told him that he better look it over again, so—

and all this transpired about eight to nine months, and from the time we went to court to the time 

we finished the court and got beat, to the time went to the Fifth Circuit to the time it came back –

[it was] a year, nine months, a year. But everything worked out fine because the judge changed 

his mind, and said that there was discrimination and that there—it was just like a preliminary 

thing, that you didn’t have to go to court anymore. We showed up, but he went ahead and said 

“This is discrimination, and this is what we’re going to do.” So the city lost, and the city had 

to—our lawyers were working for free, they were volunteering work—but since they won the 

city had to pay them, and I’m glad they did.  

 

DS:  

Yeah, and during that time it wasn’t like what y’all were dealing with was liked with the 

majority. It’s like, in the newspaper and all, that they were—all the articles would come out 

negative weren’t they? 

 

GG:  

That was everything, everything was negative, and it still is, but they kind of sugarcoat it now. It 

was negative from the very beginning, anything that happened and anybody that got arrested— 

people get arrested for walking on the street. Like this kid in Missouri that got killed, they used 

to do this here in Lubbock, they used to stop you and, just for no reason, ask you for your ID, 

you know. And if you were walking at night—and of course this is walking in the barrios, 

because they used to patrol the barrios, the police did—and they used to have—there was one 

officer, one officer that you may know him, Gilbert Herrera? Okay, his father used to be an 

officer for the Police Department and where do you think they put him? (laughter)  In Arnett 

Benson, in Guadalupe, in all those places. So yeah, there has always been discrimination. There 

still is, and I don’t know how long it’s going to take, but probably, maybe I won’t get to see it 

but maybe some younger persons, younger people, maybe my kids will get to see it.  
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DS:  

Yeah, well, in fact you know, we’re talking about this lawsuit, and what was it like when y’all 

first got Maggie Trejo elected and T.J. Patterson?  

 

GG:  

We were real happy, of course, and we were for Maggie, she did a good job. And, of course, T.J. 

was the representative for the NAACP, he was there testifying against, you should’ve seen him, 

he was great. He was—he could answer—see, he was educated, he was a school teacher. He 

went, I think he came to Tech, I’m not sure, but I think he came to Tech. But he was a school 

teacher, and he knew how to answer the people. Now, I wasn’t as educated as I needed to be, but 

I knew that, I knew what to say, and what to do, but T.J. had it all in the back of his pocket. 

Everything was—they didn’t want to ask him any questions, they were afraid to ask him 

questions, but yeah he was, he was a great representative for the Blacks. And I wish that—he is 

getting old, his wife passed away not too long ago, but he’s getting old. He used to be a good, 

good person, a good representative for his people, and that’s why he got elected over there, and 

he did a lot of good over there. It’s good that he was there, I enjoyed him. I liked Floyd [Floyd 

Patterson] pretty good also. Floyd used to be a policeman and he used to know me pretty well, 

because I used to work for Coke, you know, and he worked for, his brother worked for Coke, and 

so I knew them both. They were good people.  

 

DS: 

Yeah, and you mentioned Maggie, can you tell us something about her?  

 

GG:  

Maggie was a— 

 

DS:  

--This is Maggie Trejo. 

 

GG:  

She was involved in going to church more than in the community, but when this happened she 

got involved with the community, and she—because it’s hard for a women to do things 

sometimes. But she really helped a lot, she really helped a lot. She knew where to go, what to do, 

and when to do it, she knew it all. And she was, she knew it all, and we were real proud of her. 

The American G.I. Forum, we were real proud of her; and she never forgot that if it hadn’t been 

for the G.I. Forum she wouldn’t have gotten in there, she never forgot that.  

 

DS:  

And you mentioned somebody, you mentioned Floyd on T.J.’s side, but, I mean, also you 

mentioned Victor Hernandez earlier. 
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GG:  

Yes, yes.  

 

DS:  

If I remember right he followed Maggie, and then after, because I think he served two different 

times, right after Maggie, then again after Linda {[Linda DeLeon].  

 

GG:  

Yeah, okay, yeah he was a, he’s so dynamic it’s not even funny. He, of course he’s a lawyer, but 

he knows what to do, how to answer, and you can’t get nothing by him. He is number one in 

Lubbock, as far as I’m concerned, and as far as what he does. He knows what he’s doing and he 

gets with the community. I’ve spoken for him in gatherings that he has, and he’s number one, as 

far as I’m concerned, he can do it all.  

 

DS:  

Yeah, in fact when I interviewed him, years ago, and this was when he was [on] his first trip as a 

councilman, and he is from El Paso, he’s not from Lubbock. He came to Tech to go to law 

school, and so I asked him “Why here?” He goes, “Because I saw that the gap between where 

Hispanics were and where they should be, and so I decided to try to push it and make it happen 

faster.”  

 

GG:  

Yeah, he’s helped a deal, as a matter of fact, he was a G.I. Forum member at one time. 

 

DS:  

Oh, was he? 

 

GG:  

Yeah, he was a G.I. Forum member, and we got him as our lawyer after Albert [Albert Perez] 

left.  

 

DS:  

Okay. 

 

GG:  

He used to be our representative in the, he was— good man, good man, good man. He— if you 

have problems, go to him, and he takes care of them; and if it’s anything about the community, 

he can help you, because he knows, he knows how to—I told you a while ago, that he collected 

money for us, for this monument that we wanted to do for the community, for the people who got 
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killed in the tornado. And we went to him, and he said sure, got on the phone right away—before 

we knew it, he had twenty-five hundred dollars.  

 

DS:  

Yeah, and it’s in a much better place now.  

 

GG:  

Yeah 

 

DS:   

It’s a more prominent place, you know.  

 

GG:  

More visible, more visible, because everything is public now. 

 

DS:  

Q and Broadway, that’s a good spot to be.  

 

GG:  

Yeah, oh yeah, you’re talking about the monument. It’s where people can see it. We used to have 

it over there where Hispanics would see it, and that’s really what we wanted. But now it’s over 

here, where the public in general can see it.  

 

DS:  

Right. 

 

GG:  

And that’s real. But I was talking about Victor, he could do anything that for us; just ask him and 

he’ll do it. And we honored him several times. The G.I. Forum would have a meeting or a party 

for Victor and his wife, they’re both in politics. And we would—the G.I. Forum would—I don’t 

know if you know Lala Cavazos?  

 

DS:  

Cavazos? Yes. 

 

GG: 

Yeah okay, we would ask Lala if we were going to have a meeting, we want you to do some food 

for this, and we paid her, you know—she didn’t want to get paid, but we’d pay her. We’re going 

to invite Victor and his wife to honor them and do what-not, and [she said] “Yeah,” she’d do it 

for us. And we’ve done several people, we did Gilbert Flores, and Eliseo was a number one G.I. 
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Forum member too. He was a great member. all the time, and he—we were sorry when he 

passed, but he was a great member of the G.I. Forum, smart as a whip.  

 

DS:  

He was a good man.  

 

GG:  

Yeah, and so I was very honored to have known people like Gilbert Flores, Victor Hernandez, 

Elisol Soliz, all those people. Este Bidal Agüero Guerrero, there was—before Bidal, there was 

other people. Jesse—what was his name, I can’t think of his name Jesse—Rangel, Jesse Rangel 

he was all talking about—and there was a lot of people that, that used to help the G.I. Forum, but 

those that I mentioned were right there with us. We would get good rapport, and good response 

because we had those people with us, you know, and the regular Joe like me or Robert, we could, 

we could do the work, but these people could get the things we want with money, or advice, or 

whatever, you know. So it was good that we knew them and that they belonged to the G.I. 

Forum.  

 

DS:  

Right. Now we’ve been talking a lot about the G.I. Forum, do you know if y’all have all y’all’s 

records?  

 

GG:  

Probably Robert Narvaez might have, we used to keep records on, on, you know, when you have 

a meeting you have to have a secretary. I’m sure that Robert has some.  

 

DS:  

Because I think we would probably be interested in getting a copy of those records here.  

 

GG:  

Let me call Robert and see, and get him to call you, and then see if he’s got some, some of those 

documents. 

 

DS:  

Yeah. 

 

GG:  

My dad used to be a member of a church in Ralls, and he became the secretary, and he would 

buy a folder, one of those folders that opens up, and especially for that, you know. And he had 

about ten or twelve folders that he left my mom, and I had them for about ten years, and I called 
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the church in Ralls, and told them if they wanted them, I’d be glad to give it to them. So I took 

them to the church.  

 

DS:  

Wow.  

 

GG:  

And this was all in Spanish, written in Spanish. This was my Dad’s writings. 

 

DS:  

Yeah that’s priceless, it gives an account.  

 

GG:  

Oh yeah I know. So it’s something like the G.I. Forum if—because I was secretary, and I made a 

lot—I wrote a lot of stuff in the meetings. And what we did, because you would go into the 

meeting and report what you did, and what you’re going to do. So we would write it down. 

 

DS:  

Yeah, and sometimes we forget everything that you did forty years ago. You go, “Oh yeah! I 

forgot that.” (laughter)  

 

GG:  

(laughter)  

 

DS:  

Let me get—I’ve been having my eye bother me, and I just need to—I guess my contact must be 

dirty or something.  

 

GG:  

Yeah, that was a wonderful organization. It is still is, but it’s not as good as it used to be. We 

used to raise a lot of money—like I said, we used to have the ballgames, have fifteen people 

there or twenty, fifteen to twenty people there. Ten on one side, ten on the other side, so ten on 

the east [side] and ten on the west side of the stadium. Selling chair backs. And, like I said, we 

would make a thousand dollars a ball game, and we did that for about four or five years—more, 

maybe. I can’t remember, like you said it’s hard to remember things but we used to do a lot. We 

used to do the concession stands at Lowrey Field. 

 

DS:  

Okay.  

 



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
22 

GG:  

Yeah, Lowrey Field was one of the concession stands that we used to do. There were, I need to 

mention some names that maybe people don’t, or you may not know. There was a person with 

the name of Mariano Garcia. He used to be in G.I. Forum, he wasn’t a veteran, but he was a 

tremendous member, and Mike Torres—I don’t know if you remember Mike Torres. He used to 

be salesman for Pontiac, Frank Brown Pontiac.  

 

DS:  

Oh, okay. 

 

GG:  

He was a G.I. Forum member, he was—these were local people from here in Lubbock. 

Manuel Aguilar, Manuel Aguilar is still a member and he is not a veteran. Those three people 

weren’t veterans, but they did more than veterans, as far as for the organization.   

 

DS:  

Right.  

 

GG:  

And there were a lot of people, we used to have sometimes forty people in the meeting. And 

some of them weren’t veterans, but most of them were veterans, and sometimes we used to help 

people go to the VA office, to the VA clinic, and they didn’t want to help them. So we would go 

and help them out. I go and they won’t help me (laughter). I think what they’re saying is that we 

make too much money, and so you have to have a certain—if you’re a Vietnam veteran you 

don’t have to have—there’s no qualifications, you go ahead and get in there. Or if you’re a 

[veteran of] Afghanistan and Iraq and all those people, they don’t— if they’re in need of VA 

they’re allowed to go in. But people like me that fell in between wars like, I feel in between 

Korea and Vietnam, and so I can’t say that I am a Korean War veteran, or a Vietnam War 

veteran, because I wasn’t involved in those years. So I go to the VA, and I tell them that and they 

say ‘you’re not qualified’ unless I didn’t make the money that me and my wife make, and it’s not 

much, but it’s.. 

 

DS:  

It’s about the threshold. 

 

GG:  

Yeah, yeah it’s pretty close. It’s now that when we retire, and we don’t make any money, we rely 

on Social Security and retirement, then it’s going to be enough to get in there. 

 

DS:  
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Yeah and you mentioned that problem, and my dad he’s a Korean vet, and he had never done his 

GI stuff until like four years ago, and about the time I was telling Eliseo about it one day, and 

him and a buddy of his, David Davila. They said, “This is what you got to do to get in,” 

especially Dave is the one who knew how to, you know, well, what my dad needed help in 

doing, and all of that. When it worked out well for him, because he has a hundred percent 

disability through the VA because… 

 

GG:  

Oh yeah, yeah.  

 

DS:  

And there’s still one point that we need to figure out how to do, because my dad says that he 

was, when they crossed the 38
th

 parallel, and they had to turn back around, that he was among 

the group that got captured and for a few weeks, and then they escaped on their own, but that’s 

nowhere on his record.  

 

GG:  

(laughter) Somewhere they should’ve, or some officer should’ve, wrote that down somewhere. 

 

DS:  

Yeah, so— 

 

GG:  

And I have a brother-in-law that’s, he’s from Tahoka, he went into the service and he left, took 

three years, came back. And then tried to get a job, couldn’t get a job, so he went back, he went 

twenty more years. He went to Officer Training School, OCS, and then he went to the Green 

Berets, and he went to all the way to major in rank, and he went to Vietnam, he didn’t go to 

Korea. Korea had already expired, but he went to Vietnam, and then he went to South 

America—underground, underground stuff. And when he was in Vietnam, Agent Orange got to 

him and he got pretty sick. But the military is something that—I regret one thing, I regret that my 

children didn’t go into the military. At least one could’ve, should’ve gone, and you would be a 

veteran right now, and you could—veterans get, some people don’t know this, but you go into a 

store, and veterans get a 10% discount on things that you buy. All you do is show them your 

card, and you’re a veteran and buy a washing machine $850, ten percent discount, how much is 

that? Eighty bucks. (phone ringing) So the—let me see, it’s my wife. I’m going to go ahead and 

call her back.  

 

DS:  

Okay. 
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GG:  

Anyway, that’s I’m a veteran ,and I’m a G.I. Forum member, and G.I. Forum and veterans are in 

common, the same thing, and we’re proud of the G.I. Forum. I am, and my wife is, she used to 

belong to the G.I. Auxiliary and she was, she was a good member of the Lady’s G.I. Forum. And 

we used to go to conventions in Corpus Christi, and conventions in San Antonio, and we went to 

Chicago one time for a convention. So there are some good things about it, and there are some 

hard-working things about it. You had to work hard to help the people, we used to go to schools, 

because somebody reported discrimination in the school, and we would go and find out what’s 

going on, you know. I’ve gone to several schools to find out what the problem is and my own 

child—he was in the elementary school, first, second, third, and fourth—and in the fourth 

grade—first, second, and third he got A’s all the way across, straight A’s everything, first, 

second, and third. In the fourth grade he got a B one time, he came home crying. He didn’t want 

to show it to me, because he thought I was going to get mad. So I said, “Well, let me go find out 

why you got this B.” So I went to the school. And I asked them, I asked the principal, I knew the 

principal. So I said, “This teacher gave him a B, and I want to know why?” Then I showed him 

the other report cards, look at them all A’s and this one B here, and he’s upset about it, and he 

didn’t want me to come because he is afraid that the teacher might do something, but I want to 

make sure the teacher don’t do nothing to him, you know. And I need to talk to her, so would 

you please go get her and bring her to a room, so I can talk to her. And so, he went and got the 

teacher and we sat down and I said, I asked her, “Will you please explain to me why these are all 

straight A’s and he got a B on here?” [She said] “You know, he was, him and his friend were too 

close, and too close to each other in seating, and they would talk, and that’s why I gave him a B.” 

[I said,] “You gave him a B because he was talking, you couldn’t move him to the other [seat], 

make them—get [him] away from there? Was he getting A’s on everything?” [She said,] “Yeah, 

he got A’s on everything else.” [I said,] “And you didn’t want to give him an A because of this?” 

She changed it, she changed the B to an A. So my kid went through elementary [with] straight 

A’s. He came to Tech and made the Dean’s List three times, so he’s—I want to tell you this. He 

may be the director of the WIPP [Waste Isolation Pilot Plan] program in Carlsbad, New Mexico.  

He works for the government in Idaho, but he’s been coming to report to the WIPP program and 

waste dump—  

 

DS:  

Right 

 

GG:  

— And he said he was best qualified for it, so.  

 

DS:  

Wow. 
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GG: 

He is thirteen-hundred dollars away, and now he is going to be two hundred, if he comes back.   

 

DS:  

Oh, that’s not bad. 

 

GG:  

So, this [was the] same kid that I waited, and talked to the teacher about. So that’s, you know, 

you got to do things sometimes, and I’m glad I did.  

 

DS:  

Well, and I think a lot of stuff like that has, someone doesn’t realize you need to go talk those 

saying, “Oh that’s a B, I’ll just bring it up next month, instead of just going out there and seeing 

‘Why’d this happen?’” You can’t let it sit there, you got to go.  

 

GG:  

Yeah, well it was obvious and he was crying because he didn’t want to show it to me. So I said 

well let’s go see and I went, sure enough, it’s just that— he was talking, they were buddies and 

they would. And she didn’t have the gumption or the knowledge or the whatever to separate 

them, put him over there, and put him over here— and that eliminates one point on their grade, 

instead of a B you get an A— but you have to do things like that sometimes, and the principal 

was real agreeable with me, he knew what I was doing, and he knew it was the right thing to do. 

And it turns out this lady was an old lady that used to teach for years and years and years, and 

she was used to doing what she wanted to, and if you’re Hispanic you’re not supposed to be 

talking. (laughter) 

 

DS:  

Or maybe you’re not supposed to get an A, maybe that was it.  

 

GG:  

Yeah, maybe so, but anyway, it’s was something that needed to be done, and I’m proud that I did 

it because I was, I knew my soon could do that. So, anyway, that’s what happened there. 

 

DS:  

The end. 

 

GG:  

So what else can I talk about? 
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DS:  

Well we talked about the G.I. Forum, and then you mentioned another organization you were a 

part of, what was that other? 

 

GG:  

LULAC (League of United Latin American Citizens). 

 

DS:  

LULAC. 

 

GG:  

LULAC, LULAC is another organization that also comes from Corpus Christi. They’re a little 

bit older than the G.I. Forum— I think they were like in 1929. They were organized in 1929, 

they do tremendous work for the community. They get involved, their specialty is also 

scholarships— we’re, we’re all into education, that’s the name of the game, education— because 

if you get educated, it opens your eyes, and you see things like the way they are. Instead of not 

knowing what’s going on. 

 

DS:  

Right. 

 

GG:  

And so, yeah, LULAC is a tremendous organization, I know a bunch of guys there, they’re 

tremendous guys. They do a lot of work, they do a lot for the kids, for the community, and 

they’re just a tremendous organization. I’m not a member of it. But I know a lot of them.  

 

DS:  

Yeah, in fact, Chevo had given us some scrapbooks years ago to copy.  

 

GG:  

Really? That’s good, that’s great, that’s great. I bet there’s some good people that— you 

mentioned names a while ago, like, not Sedeno, but Froy Salinas, Robert Lugo, I don’t know. 

 

DS:   

I never met Robert. 

 

GG:  

You never met, you never met Robert? 
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DS:  

No I never met him 

 

GG:  

Ah, you’re missing something, he’s somewhere in here in Lubbock, in a nursing home. Robert 

and Eliseo was also a LULAC member and there was a certain—Mando [Armando] Garcia, 

Jaime Garcia— all those people belonged to LULAC. They’re great people, they’re for the 

community. They’re trying to do good for the people that can’t do for themselves.   

 

DS: 

Right.  

 

GG:  

And that’s great, and I’m glad that people do that.  

 

DS:  

Yeah, and another thing that we touched on was how you do the fiestas now through the Fiestas 

Del Llano, but back then in the 70’s they weren’t organized until ‘84. So, can you talk about the 

fiestas before ‘84?  

 

GG:  

Okay, fiestas were something that, you could get the community involved, but you had to have 

somebody to organize it. And we used to have them at Atzlan Park, do you know where that’s 

at?  

 

DS:  

Yes.  

 

GG:  

It’s in Guadalupe by Broadway I think.  

 

DS:  

By 2
nd

 street and [Avenue] K and in that area, right there.  

 

GG:  

Yeah, anyway, it’s like you’re going to MacKenzie Park, it’s Broadway, it used to be Broadway, 

let’s see, where is Broadway? It’s downtown, wait, no, not Broadway—Texas Avenue. Texas 

Avenue and down towards the park, it’s this little—and this big park there, and that was the 

Aztlan park. And this is where they used to be, you know, this a long time ago you, we used to 

be putting up puestos and everything. They would charge the people to put el puesto up, or let’s 
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say fifty dollars to put up a little stand and sell Cokes, and sell tamales, and menudo, and all 

that—barbacoa, and all the good things, you know. And yeah, that was back then in the late 

sixties, early sixties, late sixties, early fifties—I used to—Guadalupe, barrio Guadalupe used to 

have a platform where people could dance. It was made for that, you know, and it’s where 

Guadalupe School is right now – elementary school? 

 

DS:  

Mm-hmm. 

 

GG:  

I have a granddaughter working there at Guadalupe. She’s a teacher; she just got through last 

year. But that used to be a platform. La plataforma, they used to call it, and they’d go dancing 

and conjunto, they would dance there a bunch of times.  

 

DS:  

Wow. 

 

GG:  

And that’s where Guadalupe Elementary School is right now. And that’s another place where 

they used to have the fiestas also in that place, and they moved them from there—this is early 

fifties—I mean late fifties—and over here, by the end of the other part of a Aztlan Park part was 

the sixties; and we had them there on the sixties, and then they moved them to the Civic Center.  

 

DS:  

Right 

 

GG:  

And this is the seventies and eighties and what-not, but— 

 

DS:  

Yeah, and this year, they moved them again; this year, now, they’re at Lone Star Amphitheatre.  

 

GG:  

Oh yeah, that’s right! 

 

DS:  

So this is their first year out there. 

 

GG:  

They—something happened, that they didn’t have them for two, three years.  
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DS:  

Just one year, they missed last year. Yeah, they missed last year, and so I need to ask Robert, 

since he’s on their board, what happened. And I probably will. (laughter)  

 

GG:  

Yeah, Robert’s been a real, real good member of being on boards and stuff like that, and so he 

knows all the answers to things. But this was back when you could bring the community up to 

date by saying “This is where we used to have the fiestas first and then we moved them over 

here.” You know, that Arnett Benson used to be a predominately white neighborhood at one 

time? And then the tornado came and wiped out Guadalupe, but before then, something 

happened that I guess some Hispanics started moving over there on Arnett Benson, and the 

whites started moving out, yeah, and the same things in East Lubbock. They, yeah, when the 

tornado came started moving some Hispanics over there and blacks over there and all the whites 

moved out of there.  

 

DS:  

Yeah and you can look at her and that’s when all the building began in South Lubbock and then 

in Southwest Lubbock. Started at ‘72, ’74, so within a couple of years after the tornado.  

 

GG:  

Yeah.  

 

DS:  

Yeah, that’s when all the building boom happened in that area.  

 

GG:  

Yeah, I was working at Coca-Cola at the time, and the Coca-Cola man owned Dr. Pepper also, 

and Dr. Pepper was almost wiped out.   

 

DS:  

Wow.  

 

GG:  

Yeah, I had to go and supervise that area for, because, you know, the stacks of Dr. Pepper all 

over the place, and then we had to get the good ones and put them up, and the other ones just 

throw away.  

 

DS:  

So where were you living when the tornado hit?  
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GG:  

I was, I used to live on Avenue A, let’s see Avenue A and fifty-hundred block. I used to walk to 

work. Work for Coca-Cola and it was in nineteen—what, seventy-three?  

 

DS:  

Nineteen-seventy was when the tornado— 

 

GG:  

Nineteen-seventy, tornado. I remember it real well; we went to the storm cellar. Because they 

said “Run,” you know. “Run to the storm cellar.” We didn’t have one, but about three houses 

down, a buddy of mine had one, so we went to his storm cellar. That’s a long time ago—I can’t 

hardly think. It was that long ago.  

 

DS:  

Yeah, forty-four years now. (laughter)  

 

GG:  

And I had, we had just moved—well, not just moved—we had moved from Waco in 1953, a 

tornado had just passed through Waco in 1953, and we moved that same year.  

 

DS:  

Yeah you know we have a similar story, in ’68  we lived in Garden City, Kansas, and a major 

tornado went through there, and it was one of those zig-zags, you know, up and down, and we 

lived on a street kind of like Broadway. It was mainly businesses and churches with a few houses 

here and there, and ours was one of those few houses, and so like it got the Gulf station, got the 

church, but missed us. It went right around us, and the community water tower was in our, the 

other side of the backyard, on the other side of the alley, and the junior college were there. And 

so—and it was a major one and it barely missed us and we were in the basement cause every 

house— 

 

GG:  

What town is this?  

 

DS:  

Garden City, Kansas. 

 

GG:  

Garden City; you lived there? 
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DS:  

Yeah, and so from there we moved back to Lubbock, because that’s where my dad’s folks are 

from. So we moved back here in ‘68, so we were here in Arnett Benson are in 1970. So, bad 

luck! (laughter)  

 

GG:  

Let me tell you, Garden City, Kansas, my mom lived there for about thirty years.  

 

DS:  

Really? 

 

GG:  

Yeah, my dad passed in 1962, and she remarried seven years later, you might of known. This is, 

let’s see: ’62, seven years later, would be about seventies? No ‘69, late sixties, she moved over 

there in the late sixties. Were you there in the sixties? 

 

DS:   

We moved back in ‘68 to Lubbock, so we crossed paths. We crossed paths.  

 

GG:  

Yeah, I used to go every year to see her, twice a year sometimes, but what two hundred ninety 

miles or something like that? 

 

DS:  

Yeah.  

 

GG:  

Lonely road through Oklahoma.  

 

DS:  

Yeah I think we left right as the Mexican=American population was increasing up there. We 

happen to leave right—there were very few of us when we were there, but after that numbers 

grew.  

 

GG:  

This grew tremendously as far as Hispanics, and there’s a lot of nationals in, from Mexico here.  

 

DS:  

Yes, still are. Yeah and that led to another set of problems—well, you know, we are talking 
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about some of the issues, in the past four or five years, and it seems like some of the issues that 

we thought y’all had overcome back in the seventies are coming back. Have you seen that also? 

 

GG:  

Yeah, yeah, it’s, they’re beginning to like, [you] say, come back. (phone rings) Let me answer 

this. It hasn’t changed that much, but it’s coming back, and we, I don’t like to talk politics, but 

because I’m a Democrat and there’s not too many people that like Democrats, the world is full of 

Republicans. And I tell people that my dad and my mom taught me three things: it’s that you’re 

going to be a Hispanic the rest of your life, that you can’t change it’s going to be yours—and 

then, you’re probably going to be Catholic the rest of your life, and you’re going to be a 

Democrat the rest of your life. (laughter) So that’s the story of my life you know I’m Hispanic, 

Catholic, and Democrat. Yeah, but the issues are there, and they’ve always been there, but it’s— 

they have to be a little more discreet now, because things are too open now, and people can get 

in trouble now, with just anything you say, whether you’re white, black, or whatever, you can get 

in trouble by just saying one word— and back when I was coming up, it was nothing, nothing to 

say, “Hey, you dirty Mexican,” and the N-word, and all that stuff you know. So it’s—I used to 

work with Coca-Cola like I told you and the, my buddies used to call me that: “Yo, Mexican,” 

but it was, they were saying it in good terms. Back when I was growing up they weren’t good 

terms when they were saying that – they were calling me in anger. And that wasn’t too good, but 

now, you have to be discreet about it, and if you have a good friend, he can be however he wants 

to be with you. The issues are there, still, and we still have to fight for them, and work hard to—I 

believe that I worked hard to help my kids, my children, and I instilled in them that you need to 

get educated. You can’t, you wouldn’t have this job if you weren’t educated. They—this one 

wants to come to college, man, he wouldn’t be in the position to come over here and be director 

of the program if he didn’t get educated. He got a degree in chemistry, he knows all the things 

about chemicals and stuff, so that’s why he’s at where he’s at. So, things are the way that you 

make them, they’re not the way that—you can get lucky but it’s not luck you have to work for it. 

Luck is very, very seldom, you can go buy a ticket, and win the lottery, that’s luck—but you 

can’t buy a ticket and get an education. And another thing that I told my children—that you can 

go buy a car and, if you don’t pay for it, they take it away from you; and you can buy a house, 

and if you don’t pay for it they can take it away from you. But you get an education and they 

can’t take that away from you, that’s yours for the rest of your life, and that’s why you get an 

education, and it’s going to be yours from now on. So that was my thing to my kids, and I never 

told them what my dad told me, because they’re all Republicans (laughter). Hey, whatever they 

want to be, the world is open for everybody.  

 

DS:  

Yeah. and that kind of goes parallel with the big thing about getting out there to vote, because it 

really doesn’t matter what—you know, what do I got to tell someone who they have to vote for? 



Texas Tech University’s Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Oral History Program 

 

 
33 

It’s that they—voting is the process people need to get involved with, educate yourself on it, and 

go vote, and make the selection that’s good for, that’s right for you.   

 

GG:  

Absolutely. 

 

DS:  

You know, the other thing that we touched on—my mind is kind of going right now—it’s 

something when you were talking about it, I went blank. When you first started talking about 

this, I was going to ask you a question. That— 

 

GG:  

Maybe it’ll come to you.  

 

DS:  

Maybe it’ll come to me—because we were talking about, you mentioned something that was—

hmm se me escapó “It escaped me”. I lost it that’s what happens when you get older you 

(laughter).  

 

GG: 

 I was, when I was coming over here, I was at home, getting ready to come here, and I was trying 

to think of all the names, of the three organization and this was 1974. How long ago was that? 

Well, the meeting was in the late sixties, when we got together. but the trial didn’t come to trial 

until ’74 or something, but the names of the, I forgot the names of—I knew Genes Gaines 

because he’s on there, and then I forgot Tony, Tony Reyes, was the President of the LULAC, 

and I couldn’t think of his name, couldn’t think of it—[and I saved and everything, and I’m 

thinking. And finally it dawned on me, it’s something I thought about Tony—and I was, “Oh 

that’s his name, Tony,” and then I turned around and told my wife, “His name was Tony.” “Eh, 

Tony Reyes,” she thought of it, the last name—but yeah, those things, you know a long time ago 

and you forget.  

 

DS:  

Oh yeah, mine—ten minutes ago, and I don’t even remember what it was, and it had tied in to 

what you had said, you were talking about how, back then, we couldn’t get anyone elected.  

 

GG:  

Yeah.  
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DS:  

That was the minority, so you know given that, that’s where you started this push with the G.I. 

Forum. Could you believe that in 2008 when Obama became president? 

 

GG: 

 I would’ve never thought that there was an old joke, that they put this black person’s name in 

the ballot for president, and two white guys went and wrote their name in. This guys’ last name, 

and they put him on the ballot and woke him up the next day and said “Hey, you won.” 

(laughter) So you know, I would’ve never believed it that Obama would win—but now twice. So 

you can’t tell me that people don’t like him, because you don’t get elected twice if people don’t 

like you. 

 

DS:  

And that’s what kind of gets us beyond this, when we get what we see because we know, that at 

another level, it’s not there.  

 

GG:  

That’s right, yeah, he know—that’s because everybody knows that he’s smart, you know he’s 

smart as a whip. And he knows what he’s doing and he’s got people around him that are smart, 

so he is going to do good, and some people don’t like him, but how did you win if people don’t 

like you. You know don’t give me that, you know better, I know better because, if people don’t 

like you, you don’t win. You know he is a good guy and like I said I’m a Democrat so, what can 

I say?  

 

DS: 

 Hmm okay, well I think we covered quite a bit, and we’ve gone probably an hour I bet, easily.  

 

GG:  

That’s good, and I’m glad that I could come and answer your questions, and hopefully you can, 

might of got what you wanted out of it. I know I enjoyed your visit here, and I’m glad I came, 

and maybe we can get together some other time.  

 

DS:  

Well I think, if you got time, I’m going to give you a tour of the building.  

 

GG:  

Okay.  

 

DS:  

Yeah we can do that. 
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