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Monte Monroe (MM):  

My name is Monte Monroe from Texas Tech University Southwest Collection. It is August 

[April] 16, 2011. I am in Anson, Texas, interviewing people about the Cowboy Christmas Ball. I 

am here today talking with Greg Pinkston from where, Greg?  

 

Greg Pinkston (GP):  

I am from Anson, Texas.  

 

MM: 

From Anson. Greg, we have a number of questions for you here this morning, beginning with 

your basic biographical information. Please give me your full name, nickname if any, your date 

of birth, and your place of birth.  

 

GP: 

My name is Greg Pinkston. I was born in Abilene, Texas, at Hendrick’s Hospital in 1966. I’m a 

third generation from Taylor County. I reside now in Anson, Texas, and I am a plumber by trade.  

 

MM: 

Very good, and Greg, what are your parents’ names and their full names if you can recall?  

 

GP: 

Henry Gene Pinkston is my dad, and my mother is Barbara Nan Buchanan. My dad was born in 

Coleman, and my mother was born right there at Wiley, Texas.   

 

MM: 

Do you recall when they were born or the general year, date?  

 

GP: 

My dad was born in 1939 and my mother was born in 1944.  

 

MM: 

Do you know where they were born?  

 

GP: 

My dad was born at home. I believe it was in Coleman. My granddad was a plumber, and he 

worked for a company that he traveled quite a bit. My mother grew up on her grandmother’s 

place out on Elm. They used to call it Elm and it was at Wiley, south of Abilene. She was the, I 

guess, the second generation to grow up on that family farm which we still own today.  
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MM: 

And what did they grow on that farm predominantly, early on and then nowadays? 

 

GP: 

We’ve always been wheat farmers and ranchers. We still run cattle and raise wheat on that place 

today.  

 

MM: 

How many acres do you have there on the farm?  

 

GP: 

There at the local we have 850 acres on the home place, and my granddad has acquired over 

4,200 acres since then.    

 

MM: 

Okay very good. Now what are your grandparents’ names?  

 

GP: 

My granddad’s name was Hollis Troy Buchanan and my grandmother’s name is Marsa Lee 

McGhee Buchanan. Her maiden name is McGhee. My great-grandmother on my grandmother’s 

side was the superintendent of Taylor County School District back in the forties.  

 

MM: 

And do you recall his name?  

 

GP: 

His name is Tom McGhee.  

 

MM: 

Tom McGhee. And this is on your maternal side?  

 

GP: 

Yes, sir.  

 

MM: 

What about on your paternal side, what are your grandparents’ names?  

 

GP: 

My granddad’s name was M. L. Pinkston and my grandmother’s name was Loyce. I don’t know 

that much about my grandmothers or my dad’s mother’s side. My dad’s dad’s side settled in the 
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Cross Plains and Colman area and their homestead is at Cedar Gap towards Jim Ned, is the old 

homestead.  

 

MM: 

And what did they do? Were they farmers or ranchers?  

 

GP: 

Yes, sir, they were farmers.  

 

MM: 

Do you have any indication where your grandparents were born, maternal side first?  

 

GP: 

No, I don’t know where my—well, I say that. She was born in Abilene. She was a Salurs (? 

4:18), and they settled here in Abilene and they’ve been here a long time on my grandmother’s 

side, my dad’s mother. I don’t know where they originated from as far as before they came to 

Abilene, but she was eighty-seven when she passed away, and she was born in Abilene.  

 

MM: 

Okay very good. Tell me what your home life was like when you were growing up. You know, if 

you were involved in any sports or any particular subjects you liked in school, you know what 

your neighborhood kids were like, what you used to do for entertainment, whether it was playing 

in a cardboard box or playing football on a state championship in Abilene. Just give us an idea 

about that. Any particular teachers that had a particular impact on you or anybody that had a 

particular impact on you?  

 

GP: 

I grew up on a little hundred acre farm. The house I grew up in was my great-grandparent’s 

home. My parents bought it from them and we took over their farm, and what I remember most, 

most of my friends were a mile or more from me, so I had an older brother that was mostly my 

companion and if we did anything with our friends, we either had to ride bikes or horses to get to 

where our meeting area was. We swam in a lot of stock tanks and things like that growing up. 

We were middle class, I guess you’d say. We never knew we were poor. We always had 

something on the table. I think I had a neat childhood because I didn’t play a lot of sports 

growing up, even though I always enjoyed sports; we kind of just had a simple life. When you 

own land you don’t know that’s  a value. When you get older you learn that when you own 4,000 

acres you’re worth something. All that was was work growing up. It wasn’t any type of liquid 

assets. I went to Wylie—I went to Butterfield that my great-granddad established as a school, 

they called it Butterfield. It was built on the Butterfield Trail. That’s the reason it was called 

Butterfield. It was in service until about three years ago, and Wylie—they consolidated with 
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Wylie High School, that’s in South Abilene, and it has been closed down since then. I went to 

Wylie in junior high and then I went onto Wylie High School where I played football. I rodeoed 

in my younger days, but what Wylie used to be and what it is now, people don’t understand 

because we graduated fifty in our class, and now they’re graduating anywhere from 225 to 300. 

It’s kind of changed a little.  

 

MM: 

Let’s go back a little bit talking about rodeo and tell me what your experiences were with that. I 

assume you weren’t a professional, but that you took part in local rodeo events and maybe you 

did do professional, but tell me when you got started, what drew you into it and how long you 

stayed with it and what events you were in.  

 

GP: 

Well my best friend, he was a really good cowboy. His name was Pete Welch, and he was one 

that we’d ride and meet on horses and his dad was always active in roping bareback horses. 

When we were younger we rode bulls and things like that. Actually, we used to come here on 

Saturdays and Sundays and Wednesdays for Buckouts.  

 

MM: 

Okay this was in Anson?  

 

GP: 

In Anson, Texas, and that’s the crazy thing about how I got back to Anson, but a lot of friends I 

developed. When we’d come, everybody’d ride and we wouldn’t have a clown, and so I tried my 

hand at that one day, and I fought bulls for over thirteen years. I had an opportunity to expand 

that, but I fell in love. Instead of continuing my rodeo career I got married.  

 

MM: 

Very good, well now that you bring that up, what is your wife’s name?  

 

GP: 

My wife’s name is Allison.  

 

MM: 

Okay.  

 

GP: 

We’ve been married for twenty-six years.  
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MM: 

And what was Allison’s maiden name?  

 

GP: 

Allison’s maiden name was Daley.  

 

MM: 

Okay and where is she from?  

 

GP: 

She’s from Boiling Springs, Pennsylvania.  

 

MM: 

And how did you meet her?  

 

GP: 

Her best friend’s husband was in the air force at Dyess Air Force Base. She came down to visit 

them. Nine days after she came she accepted Christ as her personal savior and she never went 

back to Pennsylvania. We met and shortly after that we got married.  

 

MM: 

And where’d y’all meet?  

 

GP: 

We met at Trinity Baptist Church in Abilene.  

 

MM: 

Okay very good.  

 

GP: 

At a youth rally.  

 

MM: 

Very good, you know, children like to hear that. Great grandkids like to hear those kinds of 

things. Now are you involved in any other service-type groups or extracurricular activities either 

with your church or your business or just in your community?  

 

GP: 

Well how I got involved with the Cowboy Christmas Ball is I was the president of the chamber 

of commerce at the time I started— 
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MM: 

Here in Anson?  

 

GP: 

Here in Anson. I thought that we needed to have some city participation in what was going on 

down here. They’re bringing in people from all over the world, all over the United States that 

come and participate in the Cowboy Christmas Ball and I thought we needed to have more local 

participation. We’ve been associates for six years, me and my wife. The history of what this 

building here in Anson is and what reenactment we do every year, I think, is important to our 

heritage.  

 

MM: 

Exactly. Now Greg lets back up just a little bit. You’re a plumber by trade and you own your 

own business. That’s what drew you into the chamber of commerce I take it?  

 

GP: 

Yes, sir.  

 

MM: 

Then you ultimately became president of the chamber of commerce. What year was that?  

 

GP: 

1996 I became the president of the chamber of commerce, and I was the president through 2000.  

 

MM: 

Okay and that’s when you realized that there was something to this Cowboy Christmas Ball and 

that the locals in the cities should be more involved with the event. There are competing events 

in Anson around Christmas time and with Larry Chittenden’s poem and all of that. Can you 

describe the differences a little bit to me here?  

 

GP: 

Well, I think the Cowboy Christmas Ball is more of a reenactment of our history. The Larry 

Chittenden, it’s a great event of poetry, cowboy poetry, and they do a lot of historical events 

there. I think the draw that we have through the Cowboy Christmas Ball Dance just—a lot of 

times we would draw a different group of people. I guess it was two years ago when we kind of 

got coordinated with their time and our time. Last year we had a lot of people that went to the 

poem reading that came on down to the Cowboy Christmas Ball. That’s my desire; I’m still on 

the chamber today. I’d like to see where we could coincide and work together of drawing people 

into our small community. Anson is very deep in history. I mean, it used to have thirteen grocery 

stores, twenty-six filling stations, and now you’re down to three filling stations and one grocery 
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store. Small towns, Alan Jackson song about small towns is really true, the big guys coming in 

and routing out the little feller.  

 

MM: 

Now tell me a little bit more about the Chittenden event. You say they are a different kind of 

group of people, but you’re trying to incorporate them into the Cowboy Christmas Ball Event. 

Where do those folks come from and are they more literature oriented, are they more just 

cowboy oriented, less dance oriented? How would you make a distinction between the two 

groups?  

 

GP: 

I would say they are more literature oriented and probably less dance oriented. We have had 

cowboy singings on the day of Larry Chittenden; that seemed to draw a lot of people in. I think it 

has to do a lot with the amount of time that people have to do both events, but a lot of the 

people—a guy you’ll interview a little later, Tommy Sprayberry, he is involved in both events, 

and he’s one of the guys that’s trying to coordinate where we have more of the Larry Chittenden 

people because, I mean, he’s the guy who wrote the poem about our Christmas ball.  

 

MM: 

Now, the Cowboy Christmas Ball has been established for about seventy-five years running in 

this community and of course, it dates back farther than that. When did the Larry Chittenden 

event start to emerge in Anson, and did any kind of a local town split occur when this new event 

came on or was there some kind of a rift that may have led to the emergence of the Chittenden 

event?  

 

GP: 

Not that I know of. When I really became aware of the Chittenden deal is when I was on the 

chamber board in the early nineties. I guess just promotion as far as promoting them as a team, 

promoting both events. I think if we promoted both events as a partner, as a unity; we could draw 

more people to our small town. I don’t think there’s ever been a division as far as, “Our deal is 

better than your deal,” because we really encouraged people to go and listen to the poetry last 

year during the day because a lot of people are starting to hang out over the weekend and come 

back to the dance for all three nights since Michael Martin Murphey started coming in on 

Thursdays. They’ll come in and hang out, so we really encourage them to go down there and 

learn some more about our cowboy heritage.  

 

MM: 

Now, and because we’re keeping these interviews brief today, I’ll focus primarily just on the 

Cowboy Christmas Ball. As a local town leader and as a member of the board of the Cowboy 

Christmas Ball—and by the way, when did you become a member of the board of the ball?  
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GP: 

2005.  

 

MM: 

Okay 2005, what are your aspirations for the ball? What do you feel that people should know 

about the ball, and why this is a wonderful event for people to participate in and to maintain the 

heritage of?  

 

GP: 

One of the things is it’s a family oriented event. It’s not a place to come—you might come meet 

your future wife here. It’s not somewhere to go out and honkytonk. It’s a place you can bring 

your family and have a good time. That’s what we’re trying to instill in what we do here. It’s a 

family event. I have two daughters, sixteen and eleven, and I don’t get off the dance floor 

whenever this occurs because that’s what we do. We look forward to it every year. What I like 

seeing about it is it’s a family event.  

 

MM: 

And for the community, and how this event fits into the community, what would your aspirations 

for this event be in the future?  

 

GP: 

Well, our young people, that somehow we draw in our young people to see that it could be a way 

of reunions. I mean, whenever you graduate from school and you get away from your 

schoolmates, colleagues, whatever it is that this could be a place where you could have reunions, 

I mean, you can come back and see all your friends and that the Cowboy Christmas Ball would 

be a way to unite people back together.  

 

MM: 

And in terms of the entertainment that occurs related to the Christmas Ball, not just necessarily 

Michael Martin Murphey, what are your thoughts about the entertainers that come here and the 

type of music that his played? What appeals to you about that and what do you think would 

appeal to others about that?  

 

GP: 

A lot of the music that is required to be played is a lot of old folk songs. We have to play certain 

songs because they are in our bylaws, the historical aspect of that remain in our Cowboy 

Christmas Ball. I like history, so it’s neat for me to hear the old ballads that were played and they 

try to stick to old Texas type swing music which is always just good dancing music. I think if 

you get young people involved in that and bringing them back then that gives them a passion to 

carry on the yearly tradition of the Cowboy Christmas Ball.  
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MM: 

Is there anything else you’d like to share about all of this? Any of your ideas about what could 

make it even more successful, what you think the long term legacy of the ball is, or just anything 

else that you’d like to share?  

 

GP: 

Well I’d like to see us have—Michael Martin Murphey’s done a great job of keeping this 

program going. I’d like to see some different big names maybe come in and have them as 

special—not a yearly deal, but have a special night where you have a big name come in that 

would just—and maybe not publicize it so much, but reward those people who come back year 

after year after year and are loyal to our ball, that you don’t have  every Tom, Dick, and Harry 

come, but you bring him in kind of quietly and you reward your patrons I guess you’d say.  

 

MM: 

And what type of an entertainer, what name entertainer would that be?  

 

GP: 

Who would that be to me? Here locally we have a guy, Aaron Watson. I know Aaron and he’s 

done everything himself. I talked to him one time about the Cowboy Christmas Ball, and he 

started out with old folk music, you know the old cowboy songs. That’s what he started playing. 

I told him, I said, “That’d be one of our requirements is you’d play old western swing.” And he 

said, “Well, that’s what I started on so that wouldn’t be a problem.” I’d like to see somebody as 

big as Alan Jackson come in here. Just because he always sings about the small town, and I think 

Anson, Texas, would be something that would appeal to someone that sings about it.  

 

MM: 

Have you or the organizations made approaches to some of these more conspicuous entertainers?  

 

GP: 

No, we’ve just been trying to keep it simple and duplicable. I think the reason this organization 

has lasted so long is because we try to keep things duplicable for the next generation. We don’t 

add to or take away. We do basically what they—we even decorate the hall the same way every 

year.  

 

MM: 

Tell me just a little bit about that. I know our time is limited.  

 

GP: 

Well we go out and we cut evergreens every year. We have a ranch out at Truby which is about 

fourteen miles south of Anson here. We have evergreens out there, and we go out and cut 
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evergreens and we make wreaths and we make door arches. We still decorate those with cotton. 

We put cotton in them. Back when they first did the ball, that was one of the only decorations 

they had around here. I mean, that’s a neat part of keeping—we hang mistletoe, we do some stuff 

with barbed wire and things like that, but we just keep ours simple.  

 

MM: 

And what about the food, the wonderful food that all the ladies make and bring and some of the 

men?  

 

GP: 

Well, a lot of those are recipes that Suanne Holtman, which is our secretary at this time, recipes 

she’s kept and have passed down generation to generation. That’s a neat thing that we’ve started 

is the meal that we do on Thursday night and feed people, to cook some of the old home style 

recipes.  

 

MM: 

Well, that’s good. Well Greg, is there anything else that you’d like to share about this or your life 

or anything else that you’d like to record here with us today?  

 

GP: 

I can sit here and talk all day, but we do appreciate you coming.  

 

MM: 

Absolutely.  

 

GP: 

And doing this for Anson, Texas.  

 

MM: 

Well, we’re proud to be here and hopefully we can help preserve this wonderful event that’s 

been going on for over seventy-five years, and actually, as old as over a hundred years.  

 

GP: 

Yes, sir.  

 

MM: 

It’s important to preserve that West Texas history. Thank you very much, Greg.  

 

End of Recording  


