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L e t t e r

At long last, I’m 
finally enjoying being 
“mostly” retired. Af
ter four tries at step
ping back, it finally 
happened, and I’m 
en jo y in g  every  
minute. I say mosdy 
retired because I’ll re
main on our Board

of Directors and serve as Secretary. I’ll con
tinue to do our quarterly newsletters for now, 
and help with special events.

So what am I doing with my free time? 
Room by room, closet by closet and drawer 
by drawer, I ’m getting rid of things I no 
longer need, use or wear, and simplifying my 
life. After 25 years of raising baby birds for 
half the year, I didn’t realize just how much I 
had “set aside” to return to later to read, sort, 
or make disposition on. It never happened, 
because I never had enough free time. When 
“baby bird season” was finally over in fall, it 
was an short-lived opportunity to take care of 
everything I didn’t do over the summer. Un
important mail and papers had accumulated 
on our kitchen island ready to avalanche onto 
the floor, and dozens of “to do” things lan
guished on the proverbial back- burner. It was 
almost overwhelming.
Suddenly the holidays were looming, as were 
our December newsletter and annual Holiday 
Appeal deadlines. “Down time’ passed quickly, 
and before I knew it spring was coming again 
and so were the birds.

There’s no denying that raising, caring for 
and releasing them was my passion, but the 
demanding schedule of feeding so many nest
lings and fledglings every 30-40 minutes day 
after day for months on end was exhausting. I 
chose to raise the little songbirds at home, 
because I could at least squeeze a few things in 
between feedings. By mid-summer there were 
so many little ones, by the time I finished one 
round, it was time to begin again. I look back 
and wonder how I did it year after year, but 
could truly say it was a labor of love. Releas
ing so many hundreds of little birds over al
most 30 years was and is one of the most 
satisfying chapters in my life.

f r o m  t h e  L o u n d e r

Now I spend time each week working on 
my family history, which I’ve been fascinated 
with since I was 15, when I had to write an 
autobiography. Searching for ancestors or 
discovering new cousins is like putting to
gether a giant jigsaw puzzle.

Several years ago I had my DNA tested 
and it opened new doors, enabling me to 
find some 2nd and 3rd cousins. There were 
some DNA surprises- British, Scandinavian 
and 10% Greece and Italy. Where the last 
two came from I have no idea — especially 
since virtually all my dad’s ancestors were 
from Germany - but DNA studies go back 
many generations and it gets complicated 
quickly. However, almost every time Ances
try sends me an email message me with a 
‘possible match’ it turns out to be one. I 
never get tired of looking for new people, 
connections and clues.

I love spending time with our cats and 
kittens. As a child I was terribly allergic to cats 
(and dogs), but over time that all changed, 
and now I’m making up for all those “pet
less” years I experienced growing up.

I ’m grateful to our longtime volunteer 
Gail Barnes who assumed my role as Direc
tor March 1st, and is doing a great job. I’m 
appreciative of our dedicated staff, volun
teers, veterinarians, board members, gifted 
grant writer, Stacy Keith, our grantors and to 
my husband Rob Lee who oversaw our con
struction projects. We’re also very thankful 
for our longtime donors, friends and sup
porters; it takes many individuals, resources 
and efforts to keep our non-profit organiza
tion running, and running smoothly 28 Vz 
years now, and we’re still going strong, help
ing wildlife every single day of the year.

C 61M &

Cover Photo:
The Great Egret gracing our 

newsletter cover this quarter was 
taken by professional wildlife 
photographer Danny Hancock

The Mockingbird Chronicles is a quarterly 

publication of the South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation 
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natural habitat.
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N o t e s  f r o m  V  x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r ,  ( j a i l a r n é s

B aby season 
began with a bang 
this year. All spe
cies of birds and 
mammals started 
arriv ing  several 
months ahead of 
schedule due to 
our u n u su a lly  
warm winter

weather. Baby ducklings and owl chicks were 
admitted almost three months earlier than 
usual. With the census already double what 
we had last year at this time, we were over
whelmed and put out a request for more vol
unteers. We had a positive response and are 
hoping for a continued influx of help as we 
haven’t yet reached the peak of baby season.

In March, Linda Henry and I attended the 
annual National W ildlife Rehabilitation 
Association’s Seminar in Norman, Okla
homa. Classes were scheduled from 7:30 AM 
until 9:00 PM and included information on 
baby squirrels, rabbits, opossums, raptors 
and songbirds. Speakers also covered topics 
from triage to release, tube feeding, critical 
care, and euthanasia. It was very informative 
and packed with valuable information.

In May, we lost two of our wildlife am
bassadors: “Percy”die American White Peli
can - an icon of the Center - and “Yanis” our 
Virginia Opossum, who spent his entire life 
educating the public. He was admitted as an 
orphaned infant, and lived more than two 
years. Read more about our two Wildlife Am
bassadors on page 6.

The Center benefitted from special ser
vices provided by Barry Johnson, Danny 
Hancock and Joel Henry, from fixing door
knobs, repairing incubators, building perches 
for die educational ambassadors, hanging 
ladders, to clearing debris left from empty
ing the barn prior to its remodeling. We are 
also looking forward to Rob Lee’s next project 
of setting up the owl-cam in the cupola of 
our barn so it can be live-streamed to our 
website for your viewing enjoyment! Stay 
tuned!

G ail B arnes

I want to say a special thank you to our core 
volunteers forming the backbone of our abil
ity to care for wildlife. Employees Daniel 
Andrews and Alison Doran exhibited extreme 
commitment to their positions by volunteer
ing many more hours than for which they are 
paid. Thanks to Linda Henry for her assis
tance with education programs and clerical 
duties relieving me for other tasks.

O ur sp ring  in te rn s fin ished  their 
coursework for this semester, including their 
valued dedication and contribution to the Cen
ter. Many of these young people have com
pleted their degrees and are moving on to 
pursue careers or continue their education else
where. Best wishes are extended for a bright 
and prosperous future!

I f  your donation arrived after 
Saturday, May 28th, it will be acknowledged 
in our September 2016 newsletter. If your 

name, gift, mailing label or other information 
was inadvertently omitted or is incorrect, 

please notify Gail Barnes at 
ggbow ls@ sp tc .net 

Donations of $25.00 receive a 
subscription of 1 year 

(4 quartedy issues).
SPWRC never shares donor information or 

our mailing list

A  volunteer holds a young 
Black-tailed Jackrabbit

Summer Open House
Stop by Saturday, June 18th, 2016 

Between 11 AM - 2 PM

Meet our “Wildlife Ambassadors” 
and Volunteers

Take pictures

Cottontail
(Photo by Carol Lee)

Crafts and activities for kids!

We’ll have Bahama Bucks 
16 ounce “SnoBlasts” in 

4 flavors for sale as w ell as 
tee shirts

$1.00 donation for guests 
over 4 years old 

or bring something from our 
Wish List on our web site at 

www.spwrc.org

Free parking directly south o f 
SPWRC at the Indiana Baptist 

Church parking lot

http://www.spwrc.org
mailto:ggbowls@sptc.net
http://www.spwrc.org
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Special thanks to longtime volunteers 
Maggie and Danny Hancock, who surprised 
me with a gift o f one of Danny’s beautiful 
Northern Mockingbird photographs on can
vas. Their message: “In appreciation for all 
the wildlife you’ve saved.” This beautiful pic
ture now graces our living room. Thank you!

Not only is the mockingbird one of my 
top three favorite songbirds, it was the first 
wild bird I raised -  and successfully released. 
Had that experience been a disaster, the Wild
life Center would likely not be here today.

Thanks also to Shelly Ellison for the beau
tiful calendar from Birdnote!

~|~hanl<: l j o u  f o r  

G r a n t  u n d s !

Thank you to West Texas Community 
Foundation for $7500.00 which is earmarked 
for wildlife care. Staff members Tami Swoboda 
and Denise Oviedo visited the Wildlife Center 
in April. Tami holds a little opossum in the 
photo below.

SPWRC will participate in “Lubbock Gives” 
through the West Texas Community Founda
tion (formerly called Lubbock Area Founda
tion) December 1,2016. Gail Barnes previously 
registered the Center for this campaign.

Tami Swoboda holds one of our little 
Virginia Opossums

Spring and 
summer means 

“baby season” and 
songbirds will 

continue to appreci
ate your handouts 

of seed and water as 
they rear their 
youngsters!

“The earth has its music 
fo r  those who wiCC Cisten.”

.............. George Santayana
Our first White-tailed Deer Fawn arrived 

May 27th this year

On May 27th SPWRC received a $500.00 
anonymous gift to complete the yard for our 
ducks and waterfowl. We’ll buy organic soil 
as requested and seed to plant in the planter 
our Treasurer Pat Harris bought for this area.

We’ll also buy a low stock tank with a 
drain for easy draining and cleaning. The do
nors will also volunteer their time to help 
make the duck yard a pleasing natural habitat 
for our patients. Thank you!

Happy Ducklings!

1 hanic y o u  C j i r l  S c o u t s !

In May, Girl Scout Troop 6470 donated 
$100.00 to the Wildlife Center. This dona
tion was raised from their cookie sales. 

Thank you!

Girl Scout Troop 5470
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M o re  j\]ews and |\]otes
In April, Eagle Scout candidate Matthew 

Westerman completed our 58* Eagle Scout 
project, making perches, a roosting perch and 
travel box for “Cleopatra,” a Short-eared Owl 
and our newest wildlife Ambassador. Thank 
you! Matthew is a freshman at Frenship High 
School. His hobbies are football and reading.

H is paren ts are A lan  and P au lette  
Westerman of Lubbock. Matthew will be 
m oving  to V irg in ia  in  Ju n e .

Matthew Westerman (on far right) and 
fellow Scouts

“Cleo” is happy with her new perches

Every year we welcome a pair of wild mal
lards that nest by our pond. This Mother’s 
Day the mother duck hatched 10 ducklings!

Newly hatched baby Mallard Ducklings

^ ô|c >|c >i< =(< #

Watch for the summer issue of Lubbock 
Magazine. The Wildlife Center will be 

featured in one of their articles.

One of the collective 
terms for a group of 

owls is called a 
“Parliament.”

"5*

A Bull Snake was admitted on March 30* 
brought by Lubbock Animal Services. It was 
taken to Dr. Preston at Animal Medical Cen
ter. The snake had a missing left eye that was 
stapled shut and multiple abrasions and punc
ture wounds that were treated, and it was given 
antibiotics for seven days. He was released May 
3rd in a barn. We had many requests for die 
snake to be released. Bull Snakes help keep die 
rodent population down.

Daniel Andrews holds the Bull Snake

http://www.spwrc.org
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T  w o  W ’ i d i i f e  /\ m b a s s a  d o r s  w i  ü b e  G  re a  t i Lj M i s s e d

‘Yanis,” our educational Virginia Opos
sum passed away May. 6th. He was admitted 
in April 2014, weighing 40 grams (30 Grams 
are in 1 ounce). Although they may live longer 
in captivity, opossums live only 1-3 years in the 
wild. They are the only marsupial (mammal 
with a pouch) in North America.

Beneficial animals, opossums eat insects 
and rodents. They’re opportunistic, and if  you 
leave pet food outdoors overnight, you may 
find opossums around your property. They 
show a remarkable resistance to many viruses 
and rarely contract rabies, parvovirus, distem
per, or feline hepatitis, common in other mam
mals. Yanis helped educate and inform die 
public about opossums and the vital role they 
play in our urban ecosystem. He will be missed!

Alison Doran holds Yanis during an 
Environmental Educational program

A big thank you to John Frullo and the 
staff at Midtown Printing for doing a great 
job with our quarterly newsletters!

“ f 5 c r c L j

In May, two of our wildlife 
ambassadors passed away.

Percy, our beloved Ameri
can White Pelican, was admit
ted to the Wildlife Center in 
November, 1999. The migrat
ing pelican was found north of 
Lubbock near Plainview and 
brought to us by a Texas Parks 
& Wildlife Department game 
warden.

Upon examination and X- 
ray by Animal Medical Center 
veterinarian Lane Preston, it 
was learned Percy had a fractured coracoid bone 
— the large bone that supports muscles for 
flight. It was presumed the pelican flew into 
an immovable object — perhaps a barn or gin- 
during foggy or stormy conditions that were 
prevalent in the area around that time.

Surgery was performed by Dr. Preston. It 
was touch and go for a while, and Percy’s con
dition was grave. However, the pelican sur
vived the surgery only to have the metal 
support pin dislodge several days post-op- 
eratively, putting pressure on his trachea and 
causing respiratory difficulty.

Percy was rushed back to surgery and the 
pin was rem oved. The w ing was again 
splinted and we waited. His course of antibi
otics continued.

After several weeks Percy was out of the 
woods and recovering nicely, eating on his own 
and growing stronger each day. Lubbock resi
dents showered him with fish and funds for 
a new freezer to store all of it. On several occa
sions, our celebrated pelican even made the 
front page of the local paper, the Lubbock 
Avalanche-Journal.

Percy was loved by everyone, and was 
happy in  his permanent home at SPWRC. 
During the summer, he liked to swim in his 
pool, sun, nap, and pester the geese and duck
lings.

Sensitive to cold weather, he had special 
quarters where he could retreat to his own 
warm and comfortable space indoors when 
days grew chilly.

Percy became ill in early May 2016, and 
wentto die veterinarian several times. He died 
May 8th, 2016. Our donors and friends are 
saddened by this unhappy news. Percy, one 
of our most personable wildlife ambassa
dors ever, will certainly be missed!

According to the Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology’s “All About Birds” page on this 
species, they note: “The oldest known Ameri
can White Pelican lived at least 23 years, 6 
months, and was banded in North Dakota in 
1983.

“ Y  a n í s

Yanis in his baby picture

http://www.spwrc.org
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P  n v i r o n m e n t a l  

P  d u c a t i o n

Environmental education programs were 
presented during the last quarter for the fol
lowing: Abernathy Elementary (Grades 4 and 
5); Abernathy Clover Kids (4-HGroup); 
Above & Beyond Pet Care Hospital (Celebrat
ing 100 years of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act); 
Cooper School Pre-K; Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR); Ervin Elemen
tary 5th Grade; Friends of due Lubbock Pub
lic L ibrary (sponsored two area library 
programs) and Girl Scout Troop #6370.

A tour was given to a group from Indiana 
Baptist Church for their Day Care Program; 
also tours of SPWRC for Preston Elementary 
and anodter for Jackson Elementary.

Abernathy Clover Kids 4-H Group 
Program in April

Other presentations were given for the 
Lubbock County Republican Convention; 
Northtidge Elementary; Raiders Helping Oth
ers (Texas Tech); Ranching Heritage Center 
(Ranch Days); Ramirez Elementary; the Sci
ence Spectrum; Scout Packs #536 and 544; 
Shallowater I.S.D Intermediate; Lubbock I.S.D. 
( Project Intercept); two tours for Stewart El
ementary and last but not least, Dino Day at 
Texas Tech.

A big thank you to Gail Barnes and volun
teers for spreading the word about living with 
wildlife throughout the Texas South Plains!

To donate using PayPal, visit our 
web site: www.spwrc.org

C o m m e m o r a t i v e  p r i c k s

Bricks purchased during the last quarter 
will be engraved and laid before our annual 
June Open House (SaturdayJune 18 (11-2).

*Jody and Cindy Burkes, Denver City', 
Texas, purchased a brick in Memory of 
Samantha Williams.

*Deanna and William Schwartze, Lub
bock, purchased a brick in Memory of “Molly, 
the Perfect Scottie.”

This is a commemorative walkway on 
Center property' of tributes composed of in
dividual bricks inscribed with names, per
sonal messages or memorable quotes.

This is a wonderful way to support the 
Wildlife Center while honoring or remem
bering a family member, friend or beloved 
pet. The Brick order form is on our web site 
at www.spwrc.org

A young opossum gets a lesson in 
learning to lap formula

Do you read the 
Wall Street Journal?

If so, w ill you please save them for us?
We don’t take regular newspapers (please 

take those to a recycle drop off) but both Gail 
and Carol use the Wall Street Journal papers in 
animal cages. The Journals are larger and heavier 
than local papers and you can leave them in 
our animal drop off building. Thank you!

"7~ r i b u t e s

Gifts to Remember

*Ardis and Bebe McCasland of Big Spring, 
TX, made a Memorial donation for Mike Paul. 
An acknowledgementwassenttoMrs. Hallie 
Paul of Pleasanton, TX.

*Fidel and Twila Ortiz of Hart, TX, made 
a donation in M em ory o f T erry  Box. 
Acknowledgement was sent to Tony and Cathy 
Leibel, Hart, TX.

*Susie Williamson and Ruben Castillo of 
Lubbock made a donation in Memory of Gary 
Bond Williams. Acknowledgement was sent 
to Elana Richardson and family, Lubbock.

*Susie W illiamson also gave a g ift in 
M em ory o f Jo e l and M aggie  W inner- 
Carothers. Acknowledgement went to Kate 
Winner, Ruidoso, NM.

Male Red-winged Blackbird
(Photo by Professional 

Wildlife Photographer Danny Hancock)

Did you Know?

I t’s our every'day donations from Keystone 
Donors, for Tributes, contributions from ani
mal admissions, fundraising events, Mock
ingbird Chronicles subscriptions and outreach 
education programs that allow us to keep our 
doors open, provide wildlife food and sup
plies and pay our bills.

Foundation and other large gifts and grants 
allow us to make necessary', much-needed im
provements at the Wildlife Center, the most 
recent of which are our new barn and water- 
fowl facility. Thank you, one and all!

http://www.spwrc.org
http://www.spwrc.org
http://www.spwrc.org
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This Common Loon was successfully 
treated and released May 8th in the 

Canyon Lakes

Animals get ‘displaced’ in many ways, too 
- sometimes healthy youngsters are separated 
from their parents by well-meaning people. 

Please don’t kidnap healthy, bright-eyed baby 
birds or mammals, but leave them in the care 

of their parents who teach them essential 
survival skills.

Read Baby Birds 101 on our web site at 
www.spwrc.org if  you need help to decide 

whether to rescue or not There is mammal 
information there, too.

Great Horned Owl chick admitted 
this season

(Photo by Gail Barrnes)

It’s never really quiet at the 
Wildlife Center. Animal 
admissions arrive almost 

every day of the year, and our 
census is highest from March 

through early September.
High winds, sudden 

storms or hail in the forecast 
put everyone on high alert, 
because volunteers know 
they’re going to be busy - 

birds get blown out of nests, 
and some mammals find 
their burrows suddenly 

flooded.

Thanks to Joel Henry for making a perch 
for our Mississippi Kite, “Hawkeye”

Gail Barnes’ adorable birthday cake 
adorned with her favorite bird: an owl!

South Plains Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center 
Accepts Donations 

via eBay Giving Works

Young Cottontail
(Photo by Gall Barrnes)

Find us on
Facebook

2016 is the W ild life  C en ter’s 
28th  year o f  service!

http://www.spwrc.org
http://www.spwrc.org
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Celebrating too Years of Bird Conservation

“2016 marks the centennial of the first Mi
gratory Bird Treaty, which formed the corner
stone of our efforts conserve birds at national 
and international levels. We are working with 
our partners to celebrate the last century of 
bird conservation, while looking forward to 
the next hundred years through a series of 
events around the country (and beyond) 
throughout the year.”
(From http://www.fws.gOv/birds/index.php#)

L i t t l e  L > a c !c g ro u n d  on  
th e  [ } a w n  o f  ( L o n s e r v a t i o n

E arly  in  the h istory o f A m erica there 
w ere no law s to pro tect w ild life . Set
tlers relied  on the abundance o f  w ild life 
for food and clothing. A s population ex
p loded, dem and for w ild life  resources 
seriously depleted m any species. The best 
exam ple is lik e ly  the buffalo, as herds 
dw ind led  to  the po int o f  near-extinc- 
tion. T he dem and for b irds in  com 
m ercial fash ion m arkets also took a to ll 
on som e species’ populations.

At the torn of the century women’s hats 
were an essential element of dress, and was a 
symbol of the wearer’s social and economic 
status. Simple or elaborate, most were adorned 
with feathers and plumes. Bird feathers of 
many species were used, but heron, Great and 
Snowy Egret, ostrich, peacock and Bird of 
Paradise were among the most popular. Tur
key, goose and pigeon feathers were also used, 
but these duller feathers were often dyed and 
processed with starch, acid or dye to give them 
a more appealing look. However, despite the 
capability to produce fancy feathers from com
mon barnyard birds, there remained a certain 
status associated with wearing real osprey, egret 
and heron feathers.

These particular feathers demanded high 
prices from die ‘plumassiers,’ or dealers who 
prepared the feathers for the millinery and fash
ion industry. H erons, and egrets (like the 
one on our cover) in  particu lar, suffered 
at the hands o f plum e hunters. W ith  their 
feathers attractive during breeding sea
son, tiiis is w hen  m ost w ere killed , leav 
ing  their youngsters to starve to death.

Entire b ird colonies w ere quickly eradi
cated and before long, these species were 
v irtu a lly  gone. Supposedly, in  1892, an 
order o f feadiers to a London m erchant 
included  6,000 b ird  o f  paradise feathers 
and 40,000 hum m ingbird feathers. Before 
long, feathers w ere  no longer enough, 
and other parts o f  b irds w ere soon deco
rating hats. These included heads o f owls, 
w ings or skins o f som e b irds, and occa
sionally, a w hole bird.

In 1906, Q ueen A lexandra becam e in 
censed at this cruel fad, and refused to 
w ear w ild  b ird  feathers in  her hat. Q ueen 
M ary fo llow ed su it in  1911. The feath
ered hat craze eventually set the stage for 

the natio n ’s f irs t b ird  
protection laws.

In 1916 an Interna
t io n a l  T re a ty  w as 
signed between the U.S. 
and G reat B rita in  (as 
r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  fo r 
Canada). This treaty 
ethically bound the two 

countries. In  1918, Congress passed the 
M igratory B ird  Treaty Act, one o f the 
country’s o ldest and m ost im portant en
vironm ental laws. Except under specific 
circum stances, this act makes it unlawful 
to pursue, hunt, k ill, capture, possess, 
buy, sell, purchase or barter any m igra
tory b irds, includ ing their feathers, nests, 
eggs, parts or m igratory bird products.

T h is A ct protects a ll com m on w ild  
birds found in  the U.S. except species in 
troduced from  Europe- English  (House) 
Sparrow, E uropean Starling, feral (wild) 
p igeon, and resident gam e birds like tur
keys and pheasants. These birds are m an
aged by ind iv idual states unless a species 
is listed  as a Federally endangered spe
cies. There are a few  exceptions that have 
associated regulations: these include w ild
life rehab ilitation  and possession o f cer
tain birds for education, falconry, scientific 
collecting for bona fide scientific research,

and the hunting of certain species such as 
Mourning doves and Canada geese. The Act 
is aimed at conservation and recovery of cer
tain wild populations.

This law  also im pacts w hat w e can 
and cannot do in  our everyday lives. It 
means you can’t shoot a hawk, owl, robin 
or B lue Jay. You m ay not take a b ird ’s 
nest for a p riva te  co llec tio n , or take 
m ockingbird feathers. It also m eans you 
can’t have a Science Fair pro ject exhibit
ing  b irds’ nests, eggs or feathers.

The photo is from an A udubon.org 
w eb  s ite , sh o w in g  th e  G re a t B lu e  
H eron’s beautifu l plum es and feathers.

Read about one particu lar b ird con
servation ist on the fo llow ing page.

Two juvenile Mourning Doves
(Photo by Danny Hancock, 

professional wildlife photographer)

M ourning Doves and W hite-w inged 
Doves are very prevalent at area bird feeders, 
often crowding out other species.

They’ll eat seed off the ground or from 
hanging or platform feeders. Offering differ
ent types of seeds may encourage other spe
cies to dine in your yard.

Always keep a bowl of fresh water out
doors for the birds during every’ season.

http://www.spwrc.org
http://www.fws.gOv/birds/index.php%23
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G uy B rad ley  - P ion eer o f  E n viron m en ta l P rotection

Many individuals have been influential in 
conservation of our natural resources since 
this country was founded —Teddy Roosevelt, 
John Muir and Rachel Carson -  but a num
ber of pioneers in resource protection are 
much more obscure. One such individual was 
a champion for bird protection around the 
turn of the century when conservation was in 
its fledgling stage. His name was Guy Bradley. 
Bradley was hired in 1902 as a game warden in 
Monroe County in south Florida when the 
game warden system was relatively new.

Graceful bird plumes and colorful feathers 
were in high demand during this era by the 
millinery industry and were bought and sold 
to adorn women’s hats. Plumes, bird parts 
and even whole birds were also used on 
gowns, fans, powder puffs, ornaments and 
other accessories. Eventually even well-to-do 
men’s hats would sport fancy feathers.

Turn-of-the-century south Florida was in
volved in this deadly trade, and home to 
plume hunters and poachers, especially near 
the small town of Flamingo. By 1900 about 
50 families lived there - farming, charcoal mak
ing and bird plume exports were the main
stay of the local economy.

Egret and heron plumes were especially 
sought after, and these graceful wading birds 
were being slaughtered by the thousands. 
Plume hunters entered rookeries where the 
birds built their bulky nests in trees and shrubs 
over shallow water, and there would simply 
open fire, killing as many birds as possible. 
The millinery industry even hired ‘gunners’ 
to fire on the defenseless animals.

Guy Bradley was hired for the express 
purpose of protecting the rookeries where 
these species breed. He was known as a “fear
less and brave warden,” with an extensive 
knowledge of the region and the birds that 
lived there.

O njuly 8,1905, Bradley was investigating 
shots he heard near Oyster Keys rookery. He 
was attempting to arrest a notorious plume 
hunter, Walter Smith, for kilhng egrets on 
Cape Sable when he was shot and killed. He 
was 35 years old.

The incident sparked public outrage, and 
resulted in the 1910 P lu m a g e  B ill that out
lawed bird kilting and protected the wading 
birds’ remaining nesting colonies.

He was reported, “to be alert and faithful in 
the performance of his duty and wilting to 
undergo any hardship to protect the birds.”

In 1988, the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation established a national award in 
Bradley’s honor, named the Guy Bradley Life
time Conservation Award. The Foundation 
seeks out and recognizes “extraordinary indi
viduals who made an outstanding lifetime con
tribution to wildlife law enforcement, wildlife 
forensics, or investigative techniques that war
rant national recognition” and make a differ
ence by perpetuating die spirit of Guy Bradley, 
the first wildlife law enforcement agent killed 
while protecting the nation’s wildlife.

I’m proud to say Rob Lee of Lubbock 
was the 1998 recipient of the Guy Bradley 
Award. The Texas Legacy website notes, “(he) 
is best known for his ten-year effort (as a Spe
cial Agent with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Ser
vice) to elim inate waste oil hazards to 
migratory birds in west Texas, which contrib
uted to the deaths of millions of songbirds, 
waterfowl, shorebirds and raptors caught in 
the sludge of over 1200 un-netted open oil 
pits, a loss that exceeded the Valdeŝ  spill im
pacts. He also participated in the prosecution 
of defendants involved in pronghorn ante
lope killings, rare insect smuggling, burrow
ing owl poisoning, and game bird poaching.”

Since the dawn of conservation, dedicated 
individuals go the extra mile to protect and 
preserve what we have for future generations. 
It may always be an uphill battle, but the world 
is certainly a better place because many fought 
to save our natural resources, and wildlife is 
certainly one of our most valuable gifts.

Everyone associated with SPWRC over the 
years is also doing a part to help wildlife and 
promote conservation.

To donate using PayPal, visit our 
web site: www.spwrc.org

Thank you for Supplies!

Randy Allison — Dog Food and Pecans 
Bebe and Art McCasland, Beef Heart 

Barbara and T. G. Birge — Corn for geese 
Pat Ellerman - $20.00 Gift Card 

Tina Fuentes — Towels and Blankets 
Wade Gipson -  Gram Scale 

Holle Humphries —
Dry Food Dispensers 

Indiana Baptist Church -  Paper Towels, 
Bird Seed, Toilet Paper 

Lubbock ISD — VTC — 5 Bags of Bird 
Seed and $100.00 Gift Card 

Natural Grocery—Produce Donations 
Don Peach — Animal Supplies 

Susan Radle — Bird Seed and Cat Food 
Leanne Smith, Levelland, TX -  Crocks 
Wayland Taylor (Bar T Pecans) - Pecans 

United Supermarkets -  Produce 
Marilyn Jamison- a playpen and towels

This Great Horned Owl chick came in 
from Ozona, Texas, in May

You can help
If you shop online at Amazon.com you can 

designate SPWRC to receive 0.5% of the 
purchase price. Just look for the “Amazon 
Smile” icon and add it to your toolbar to 

make signing in easy!

Shop at AmazonSmile
and Amazon will make 

a donation to:
South Plains Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center,

Get started

amazonsmile

http://www.spwrc.org
http://www.spwrc.org
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Gail Barnes recently did a segment on “Wildlife Friday” on KLBK-TV about Box 
Turtles, and displayed one whose outer shell had been painted. This should never be 
done, as the turde’s shell absorbs light and Vitamin D to help keep the turde healthy.

Box Turties live on land, have special light and nutritional requirements, and should 
not be kept in a glass tank in a child’s room. There’s lots of information on the Internet, 
and you can call or leave a message for Maggie Hancock at the Center for information on 
how to properly care for Box Turdes in your backyard.

Healthy box turdes will eat almost every day during warm weather months and eat 
earthworms, insects, fruits and vegetables. Hamburger and Iceberg lettuce have no nutri-

Box Turdes hibernate during the cold months, and must have proper habitat in order for them to survive the winter. The turde must 
start hibernation in an optimal state of health, or may come out of hibernation with eye problems resulting from Vitamin A deficiencies, 
or in a very weakened state. Good husbandry includes paying a veterinarian to see your turde if  it suddenly stops eating during warm 
weather, loses weight, or develops eye, repiratory or other problems.

Read more at http://vetmed.tamu.edu/news/pet-talk/texas-box-turde-a-good-pet-for-you

http://vetmed.tamu.edu/news/pet-talk/texas-box-turde-a-good-pet-for-you

