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The M ockingbird C hronicles is a quarterly

L e t t e r from th e L o u n d e r

publication of the South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation

H o lid a y O pen
House on Saturday
December 19th saw
w onderful w eather
for m id-D ecem ber
and b ro ugh t o ver
260 guests of all ages
to the Center.
We m et som e
new supporters, and
greeted many longtime donors and friends.
We were happy to have visitors tour our new
barn, and see the waterfowl facility that was
also started in 2015 and will be finished soon.
December 27th brought 11.2 inches of
snow and high winds which qualified for the
term “blizzard.” More about that on the fol
lowing page, but kudos to my husband Rob
for walking the 1.3 miles to the Center to
help out, and to Gail and Larry Barnes for
also braving the conditions to get there to
take care of our animals.
March 1 st came and went without fanfare,
but it was a very special day for me: I retired
from many of the duties I undertook for
many years at SPWRC.
I stopped raising baby songbirds two
summers ago because it was so physically de
manding for six months of the year for 28
years, feeding scores of songbirds every half
hour or so during daylight hours - and al
most never having a day off during those
periods.
It was my passion and I loved raising and
releasing all those litde birds, (mosdy at home
and by myself) but none of us have birthdays
that make us younger or subtract years. I had
so litde time to myself, and by the time Sep
tember rolled around, my house was in chaos.
By the time things were caught up, it was sud
denly April again with litde birds coming in
daily.
I seldom had time or energy to read, paint,
or work on my family history. Trips anywhere
became few and far between, and days were
passing by. I also stopped doing all but a few
education programs. Last fall I decided to
retire from more of the duties I’d undertaken,
and while I’ll still be invoved with SPWRC, it
will be much less.

Veteran volunteer of 17 years, Gail Barnes,
took the reins as Executive Director officially
March 1st, and Gail is a very capable and dedi
cated successor.
She was a quick study and learned how to
do all the clerical work, including handling de
posits, entering data on Excel spreadsheets
and managing our mailing lists.
For now, I’ll continue to do our quarterly
newsletters, manage SPWRC’s web site and
serve on our Board.
I raised my first wild Northern Mocking
bird in 1985, founded the Wildlife Center in
1988 and have been working for or with wild
life for the past 30 years. N owit’s time to step
back.
That said, my granddaughter Robin is at
Texas Tech majoring in Engineering, and it’s
great having her ten minutes away much of
the year instead of having to drive to Cedar
Park/Austin.
In three years as she graduates, her brother
Jack will enroll at TTU, so it will be good to
see at least part of the family more often.

Center Inc. (SPWRC). The organization is an IRS
determined 501(c)(3) non-profit facility that cares for
orphaned, injured, ill and displaced wild animals
with the ultimate goal of returning wildlife back to its
natural habitat.
SPWRC holds state and federal permits but
receives no funding whatsoever from either
regulating agency.
SPWRC operations are m aintained through
donations, gifts, grants, education programs, quarterly
new sletter

tributes,"w ildlife

Donations are tax-deductible to the extent the law
allows.
Founder

Carol Lee

Executive Director

Gail Barnes

Education Coordinator

Gail Barnes

Operations Manager

Daniel Andrews

Officers and Directors

CaroC
Thank you to
South Plains
Veterinary Medical
Association for
their yearly
donation and
support of SPWRC
for many years!

subscriptions,

ambassador" sponsorships and fundraising events.

Dr. Jim Moyes, President
Rob Lee, Vice President
Carol Lee, Secretary
Patricia Harris, CPA, Treasurer
Gail Barnes
Sheila Johnson
Advisors:

Blaine Oden, D.V.M.
Mr. Bill Van Pelt, Austin, TX

Developm ent Consultant
Stacy Keith, MA, CFRE

Please don’t kidnap healthy birds hop
ping around on the ground (this is normal
for a few days while they learn essential sur
vival skills from mom and dad.) They’re
very vulnerable during this period to preda
tors, severe weather events, cars, and even
well-meaning people.
Read Baby Birds 101 on our web site if
you find a nestling or fledgling on the
ground and need advice on what to do.

Cover Photo:
“Cleopatra,” a Short-eared Owl, is our
newest Wildlife Ambassador.
Photo by professional wildlife and
nature photographer, Danny Hancock
Read more about Cleopatra, p. 9

South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, Inc.,
is located at 3308 95th Street, Lubbock, TX
79423. (95th and IndianaAvenue, East side)
You can reach Executive Director Gail Barnes
or Operations Manager Daniel Andrews to
schedule a program or community service work at
(806)799-2142.
SPWRC can be reached by e-mail:
spwrc 2@yahoo.com
Founder Carol Lee can be reached
at spwrc1@gmail.com
Learn more at our website: www.spwrc.org
and follow us on Facebook
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T h e

M o c k in g b ird

(C h ro n icle s

5

Summer Open House
Closing out December 2015 and the first
two months of 2016 have been busy!
In December, our semi-annual Open
House was held, celebrating the Holiday Sea
son and completion of our new barn. Visi
tors were able to view the new facilities for
the first time.
We had the annual volunteer Christmas
party in our new
barn. Carolyn
Corley donated
and d eco rated
our new Christ
mas tree; Linda
H en ry cooked
the turkey, dress
in g and gravy,
volunteers and
i n t e r n s
brought side
d ish es and
desserts.
January began with a new semester at
Texas Tech, and our new season for in
terns. This semester, we have a total of
nine interns: Lydia Horehlad, Raymond
A bide, Evan Sousa, Jo shu a O koroSokoh, Brad Shine, Colleen Bomhack,
V ictoria Germ an, Chesney Slover, and
Alison Doran (also our part-time Operations
Manager).
Alison Doran and Daniel Andrews con
tinue to be our only paid employees, but
volunteer many more hours above their paid
time. O ur volunteers are the backbone of
the Wildlife Center and we could not func
tion without their dedication. All our vol
unteers worked tirelessly during our bad
weather and in moving our
operations into the new facil
ity.
A volunteer/intern poduck
dinner was held on February
20th in appreciation for their
hard work.
SPWRC was privileged to
have a group of special vol
unteers from “Raiders Help
ing O thers” (photo, right)
help us clean the old and new
facilities. (Photo R. by Gail
Barnes)

Lubbock was hit by one of the largest snow
storms/blizzards with 11.2 inches of snow
in recorded history two days after Christmas.
Preparations were made for use of a generator
to supply power if needed to our freezers and
refrigerators that store food for our inhabit
ants.
During that time it was difficult for em
ployees and volunteers to get to the Wildlife
Center to care for our animals. Larry and I
became stuck in a drift at the entrance to the
Center in a large 4-wheel drive pickup truck.
Plans for future storms are being devel
oped for someone to stay at the Center to
attend to the duties if conditions are expected
to significantly impact travel.

One of the squirrels Carol released at
her home several years ago

Saturday, Ju n e 18lh, 2016
B etw een 11 A M and 2 PM
M eet our W ild life A m b a ssa
dors and vo lu n teers and take
pictures
C rafts and activities fo r kids!

We knew Lubbock was going to be
hit hard with winter weather

Last but not least, “Baby Season” kicked
off in February with our first squirrel ad
mitted February 2,2016.
See photos of our first baby squirrels,
cottontails and jackrabbit on page 6.

“ O w l C am p”
and “T u rtle T alk”
prog ram s for kids
are sch ed uled for
summer.
R ead m ore on
page 7 under
E n viro n m en tal
E du catio n !

W e ask a $1.00 do n ation for
gu ests o ver 4 years old
or b rin g so m eth in g fro m our
W ish L ist o n our w eb site at
w w w . s p w rc . o rg
F ree p a rk in g d irectly south o f
SP W R C at the In diana B ap tist
C h u rch p a rk in g lot
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A big thank you to John Frullo, and the
staff at Midtown Printing for doing a great
job with our quarterly newsletters!

w w w .sp w rc.o rg

"J” h e

M o c k in g b ird

d h ro n ic le s

Ne w s

) hank you fo r
C jra n t

unds!

Special thanks to the Helen Jones
Foundation, Inc. for $50,000.00.
These funds were earmarked to help
with completion of our new barn facility.
We are sincerely appreciative!
Special thanks also to the Diekemper
Family Foundation, Inc. for $500.00 to
provide help with our Junior Volunteer
Program.
This will be the 13th year for this very
successful program for young people.
Thank you!

A big thank you to David Marshall,
Ph.D ., A rc h iv ist at the S o uth w est
Colletion/Special Collections Library on
the campus of Texas Tech University.
David first interviewed me 16 years ago, and
we talked about SPWRC, how and why it started
and everything in between. We picked up where
we left off recently, and David will archive vir
tually all of the Center’s photos, ten years’ worth
of my Lubbock A-J newspaper articles, and
several boxes of other mementoes, awards and
clippings from all our newsworthy special
events. Thank you for preserving our history!

M ille r
E l
ementary School’s
school mascot is
“Titan,” the Great
Horned Owl who
resides at SPWRC.
T itan is the
only live mascot
of any Lubbock
School.
Renown bronze
a rtis t
E d die
D ixon o f L ub 
bock created a
mold of Titan in
clay at his studio,
and next, “she”
w ill go to the
foundry.
Stay tuned for up
dates. Titan will eventually be placed inside
the school.
Read about Eddie Dixon’s many accom
plishm ents on his w eb site at h ttp :/ /
www.eddiedixon.com/
(Photo by Gail Barnes)

A special thank you to Joel Henry, owner
of Power Sudz, for donating his time and
equipment to sanitize and clean mews and
cages.
LISD V ocational T ransition C enter
adopted the South Plains Wildlife Rehabilita
tion Center and plans to donate $50.00 a
month in supplies.
The students will earn their own money
and buy the needed articles. Six students will
also vo lu nteer several hours per w eek.

Gail Barnes and freelance writer Heidi
Toth from Lubbock Magazine who visited
on a snowy day January 9th to interview
us and see the Center.
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R esid e n t G reat-ho rn ed O wls Bubo
(“BU2”) and “Titan” share a makeshift “nest”
(photo, right) and started egg-laying in Febru
ary when their female hormones kicked in.
Although the eggs are sterile, they like roleplaying mom for awhile, but will eventually
grow tired of the eggs. Titan laid 1 egg, and
Bubo laid 5 eggs.
Volunteers hand feed them both during
this time, small bites, one-by-one, just as the
male would do during egg incubation.

and

N o te s

Gail Barnes with Eagle Scout candidate
John Goedei and his completed projects

E ag le Scout candidate John Goedei (Troop
593) builds a personalized drum perch for our
Great-horned Owl “Titan,” Miller Elementary
Mascot, and 3 bow perches for our raptors.
A senior at Lubbock High School, John
plans to go to South Plains College and later
transfer to Texas Tech to study Information
Systems. His hobbies are archery, skeet shoot
ing, building and playing on computers.
John’s parents are Julia and John Goedei.
(Photo by Julia Goedei)

www.spwrc.org
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Tributes
Gifts to Honor
*Susie Williamson of Lubbock made a
Holiday gift in Honor of DeAnn Stringer of
Lubbock.
*Sara Carter of Lexington, South Carolina,
made a generous donation during the Holi
days to Honor Glenn and Janie Forister of
Lubbock.
*Sara Carter also made a generous Holiday
donation to Honor Stacy and Troy Klemke
Lubbock.
*Steven Kriegshauser made a generous
Holiday Appeal gift “In Honor of ‘Cotton,’
‘J ake,’ ‘G rade’ and ‘Buster’ ”
*Diana Ray of Odessa, Texas, made a
generous contribution hi Honor of her sister
Alzada Malone of Lubbock for her Birthday
and at the Holidays.
*Shirley and Tommy Easter, Shallowater,
TX, made a generous Holiday donation in
Honor of A1 Lemons of Anton, Texas. A1
was notified of their donation in his name.
*Jerrot Owen, Lubbock, gave a generous
Holiday Appeal gift in Honor of Tom and
Cheryl Shubert also of Lubbock.
*City Bank of Lubbock sent a Holiday Gift
in Honor of Mr. and Mrs. Helmut Wierzba,
Lubbock.

AD O PTIO N
Longtime supporters M ary Asbell and
A llan M ackenzie of Lubbock adopted
“Oden,” our little Burrowing Owl.

A Reminder about Adoptions
This Adoption was sent prior to my deci
sion to omit future “Adoption” pages in our
quarterly newsletters.
Both adoptions and our quarterly newslet
ters are done on Adobe PageMaker, a program
not made anymore and is only on my old desk
top HP.
Their new “Adobe InDesign” is an up
grade, but Adobe wants a monthly fee to use
it, and Microsoft Publisher just doesn’t create a
final product that, in my opinion, is anywhere
nearly as professional as one done in Adobe.
When I’m no longer able to produce our
quarterly newsletter, w e’ll move to Facebook
and our web site to disseminate news.

Gifts to Remember
*Kim and Rev. Barry Galley of Sinking
Spring, PA, made a generous Memorial dona
tion in the name of Khris sister, Dianne Arndt
*Jean Morrison of Lubbock made a gener
ous g ift in M em ory o f her son, D avid
Morrison.
*Susie Williamson made a Memorial for
Laurel of God, precious pet of Dr. and Mrs.
Madoc Thomas of Lubbock.
*Rose and Susie Williamson made a Me
morial for “Zoey,” and an acknowledgement
was sent to Doug and Susie Moore, Lubbock.
*Susie Williamson made a Memorial con
trib u tio n
fo r
“B e rta ,”
and
an
acknowledgement was sent to Sherilyn and
Elton Pharr of Lubbock.
*Susie Williamson also made a Memorial
for
R ob en a L ee E p p ler and an
acknowledgement was sent to Mr. and Mrs.
Brian Felty and Family, Lubbock.
^Wallace and Sara McKee, Lubbock, sent a
M em o rial
for
D en z il
B ev ers.
Acknowledgement was sent to Heidi Bevers
of Lubbock.
*Fidel and Twila Ortiz, Hart, Texas, gave a
Memorial donation in the name o f Joyce
Pebsworth. Acknowledgements were sent to
Todd and Robin Pebsworth and girls, of
Portales, NM, and Teri Pebsworth of Dallas,
Texas.
*Fidel and Twila Ortiz also made a Memo
ria l co n trib u tio n for H aro ld Sm ith.
Acknowledgement was sent to David and Pat
Smith also of Hart, Texas.
Spring means “baby
season” and songbirds
will continue to
appreciate your hand
outs of seed and water
as they rear their
youngsters!
This newsletter is the first of the transi
tion period as Carol Lee retires from many of
the duties she previously had. I must now
rely on others for some of the quarterly news,
many of the photos, and donor and mailing
list information.
My email is in the box on the right, so
please let me know if any of your informa
tion is incorrect, and we’ll fix it.

5

Commemorative Brick
Walkway
*Susan and Gary Bishop of Lubbock pur
chased a Commemorative Brick for Lubbock
resident Betty Cagle, “Feller” and “Molly.”
*Larry and Gail Barnes of Lubbock pur
chased a Commemorative Brick in Memory
o f Sycily Jeannette Lattim ore, N ichole
Thompson’s grandmother.
*Dr. Bradford Goodwin of Kingwood,
Texas, purchased a Commerative Brick for his
grandson Everett Barnwell.
*Dwight Overton of Lubbock purchased
three Commerative Bricks for the following
and will be inscribed:
“Elliott Dianne Overton We Love You”
“Emmie Overton
Love You Dwight Overton”
“Roy Irvin Overton We Love You”
Bricks purchased over the next 3 months
will be engraved and laid before our June
Open House Saturdayjune 18th between 11
AM and 2 PM.
A Brick order form is on our web site at
www.spwrc.org and you can print and mail
instructions for your brick or bricks. Bricks
are $50.00 each, and will accommodate 3 lines
and 15 characters per line, including spaces.
Bricks purchased over the past few months
should be laid in our walkway by our sum
mer open house. This is a great way to sup
port SPWRC while honoring or remembering
a family member, friend or beloved pet.
Find us on

Facebook
If your donation arrived after
Friday, March 4th, it will be acknowledged in
our June 2016 newsletter. If your name, gift
or other information was inadvertendy
omitted or incorrect, please notify Carol Lee at
sp w rcl@ gm ail.co m
If the expiration date on your newsletter
label is not correct, please tell me. Donations
of $25.00 receive a subscription of 1 year
(4 quarterly issues).
SPWRC never shares donor information or
our mailing list

www.spwrc.org
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K e b a b ilita tio n .

Wildlife rehabilitation is caring for injured, displaced, ill or orphaned wild creatures until
such time as they can be released back into die wild.
The number of displaced animals grows steadily as habitat is lost to encroachment, frag
mentation and development. Our goal is to return rehabilitated animals back to dieir natural
wild environments whenever possible.
Rehabilitation o f wildlife is also a care
fully regulated activity and borii state and fed
eral permits are required if migratory birds
are cared for.
Virtually all birds are protected under die
Migratory Bird Treaty A ct of 1918 w itii the
exception of the English (House) Sparrow,
European Starting and Rock Dove (Pigeon).
Those birds are not “native” and were intro
duced from Europe. (Also excluded is farm
fowl).

Volunteer Kate Powell feeds
a baby squirrel

The MBTA makes it illegal for anyone to
“take, possess, import, export, transport, sell,
purchase, or offer for sale, purchase, or barter
any migratory bird, its parts, nests, or eggs of
such a bird except under the terms of
a valid perm it issued pursuant to Fed
eral regulations.”
Records must be kept on each
protected species and submitted
at the end of each year to Texas Parks
& Wildlife Department in Austin and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
We are served by USFWS in Albu
querque, New Mexico.
Historically, there are approximately
300 licensed wddtife rehabititators in
Texas, but most are in the Dallas-Fort
Worth, Austin and Houston areas.
Only a few rehabititators are in
other locations around die state,
and many o f those are homebased operations.
Eastern Gray Squirrels (cen
ter and left) are not popular with
everyone, but each of our titde
patients gets a full dose of TLC.
T heir eyes open around 4-5
weeks of age.
T hey run into trouble at
about 12-16 weeks of age when
they leave the parental umbrella.

Baby Cottontails

Baby Jackrabbit

Photos this page by Gail Barnes

www.spwrc.org
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.an d L n v ir o n m e n ta i H d u c a t io n
Environmental Education is one of two
components of SPWRC’s Mission —the pri
mary component of course being that of wild
life rehabilitation.
I first started doing programs two years
after our inception, in 19 90 .1 visited Virgil
Wade, then Science Coordinator for LISD.
He asked me to bring an outline of things
I would cover, and I returned a few days later
with a summary. These are things we still
emphasize today: the concept “wildlife is a
natural resource” like oil and water. Also, to
make children aware how species can become
threatened and endangered as their habitat is
lost or fragmented.
We address the difference between do
mesticated ‘pets’ versus wildlife - one gener
ally is tame and the other is not.
We also point out the many hazards faced
by our native wildlife species, including pesti
cides, car and window colli
sions, electrocutions, weed
eaters and lawn mowers, pol
lution in our playa lakes and
illegal hunting/poaching.
Hopefully our programs
continue to get children think
in g and often youngsters carry
our message back home to
parents and siblings.
Hopefully, they all will continue to express
an interest in the animals that share our space.

Owl Camp 2016

Gail Barnes answers questions during
the annual Llano Estacado Audubon
program February 2nd

(Photo by Caro Lee)
The LEAS program raised $583.00 and was
attended by guests of all ages.

“Turtle Talk”
A Special
P rog ram fo r T u rtle
L o vers
A one-day class on turtles will
be held Satuday, May 21 st from
10 AM - 12 PM at several loca
tions around the Wildlife Center.
Join us and learn how to take care of aquatic
(water) and land turtles.
Turtle expert and volunteer
Maggie Hancock will talk about
how to properly take care of
turtles in captivity and much
more!
Call the W ildlife Center at
(806) 799-2142 to reserve your
spot.
This class limited to 25 par
ticipants, and the cost is $10.00
per per
son.

Tom McLaughlin shows guests our
Red-tailed Hawk Ambassador during a
program at Ventura Place

(Photo left by Peggy Nation)

Owl Camp will be June
14th and 15 th from 1 PM to
3 PM for 3rd, 4th and 5di
graders.
The classes were a hit last
year, and will be held again at
Soudi Plains W ildlife Reha
bilitation Center.
The fee is $25.00 and is
limited to 15 students.
Come and learn about
the fascinating creatures of
the night: how owls make a
living and owl species that re
side in Lubbock.
Meanwhile, visit kidwings.com - a terrific
Internet site for educators and kids. It’s all
about owls and even includes a virtual owl
pellet dissection.
The site has been around for many years
and is the creation of naturalist and educator
Jody Hildreth.

Environmental Education
Programs
Programs presented since our last newslet
ter went to press:
*Jayne Ann Miller Elementary —Lubbock
ISD
*Cub Scout Pack 543-Tour of SPWRC
for conservation
*Ventura Place Lubbock - Senior Living
Community
*Lubbock Estacado Audubon Society
Program
*Vocational Training Program Lubbock
ISD (Group 1)
*Holy Spirit Catholic Church for Day
Care
^Vocational Training Program —
Lubbock ISD (Group 2)

w w w .sp w rc.o rg

If you like to Crunch
Numbers....
During 2015, 1615 wildlife patients were
cared for - down from 2013, when 2013 (yes,
2013) wildlife patients were cared for. This
doesn’t include European Starlings, House
Sparrows or pigeons which are not “native”
species (they were introduced from Europe).
S o n g b ird s/w ad in g b ird s/ w ate rb ird s
clocked in at 995. Most numerous: Mourning
Doves (228); White-winged Doves (178); grackles (115);BlueJays (175);robins (81); Western
Kingbirds (53); House Finches (42); Bam Swal
lows (33); nighthawks and poorwills (20) - and
mockingbirds (22). There were 39 waterfowl
admissions.
We cared for 151 raptos (birds of prey)
which is about average for that category. These
birds are our biggest food consumers. Most
numeous: barn owls (49); Mississippi Kites
(33); American Kestrels and Burrowing Owls
(both at 14), 11 Red-tailed Hawks and a few
other species.
We admitted 410 mammals. The most nu
merous were 189 Cottontails; 133 Gray Squir
rels; 26 Virginia Opossums and several other
species.
We also admitted 58 reptiles ( mostly land
and w ater turtles) plus 1 Garter Snake, 1
Horned Lizard, as well as 1 amphibian - a frog.
Gail Barnes and volunteers presented 96
education programs on and off site, in Lub
bock and all around the South Plains.

Blue Jay Fledgling

T h e
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Waterfowl Facility Nears Completion

Front View of our Waterfowl
Facility aka “Duck Flut”

Photo right: Rear View of waterfowl build
ing using galvanized m etal “Hat Channel
Slats” like we have on our flight cage to allow
natural sunshine in.
The sides of the enclosure will be com
pletely netted in the near future.

Native Plants Attract
Our Native Wildlife Species
Birds and plants have a mu
tually beneficial relationship.
Birds disperse seeds, help polli
nate plants and eat insects that
damage them.
Plants, in turn, evolved beau
tiful flowers filled with nectar,
fruits and seeds to provide birds
with nourishment.
N ative plants attract and
grow in harmony with native
wildlife. Some homework and
planning w ill help you decide
which plants grow well where
you live.
Native wildflowers produce explosions of
color and beauty and once established, native
plants require little, if any, supplemental water
- a great way to have pretty flowers even dur
ing one of our West Texas droughts.
Likewise, native plants seldom require use
of any pesticides or fertilizer. Pesticides don’t
know when to stop killing, and beneficial in
sects can be inadvertently destroyed.
Select nectar-producing flowers for humm

A substrate will be used on the ground,
and the rear ground-level drain allows for
the area to be hosed out and cleaned

ingbirds and butterflies, and summer fruit
ing plants for mockingbirds, robins and jays.
Also choose plants whose fruits ripen in fall
or winter...some bird species will switch to
berries when insects become scarce.
A good landscaping plan w ill contrib
ute to a lovely, natural setting around your
home - pleasing to people as w ell as wild
life. The W ildflower Center in Austin has
great information for wildlife gardens, as
does the Internet!

www.spwrc.org
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Accountability Counts for Twenty-Eight Years of Success
Another year has passed, and it’s sometimes hard to believe our grassroots organization is
still going strong. SPWRC is proud and privileged to be part of such a supportive community
since our inception in 1988.
Many factors are responsible for SPWRC’s longevity and success. I believe commitment and
dedication to our cause is #1. Loyal volunteers and great veterinarians are the backbone of our
organization, doing the day-to-day care and treating o f wild animals who had the good for
tune o f falling into someone’s caring hands, being brought to SPWRC and getting a second
chance at life at the wildlife rehabilitation center.
It takes a great deal of work to keep any organization together, especially a non-profit For
our first 19 years SPWRC was 100% volunteer, and at present we have only one full and one
part-time employee. Our two salaried employees donate many, many hours of work in addi
tion to what they are compensated for. The remainder of the work is thanks to volunteer
power - an amazing 17,547, up by 570 hours over 2014. The 2015 total doesn’t reflect hours
also given by our veterinarians who diagnose, treat, perform surgery, and even make house
calls, Board of Directors, boy and girl scouts and other individuals and groups who contribute
in some way.
We never had any debt, and saved for every project or improvement over the years. We hold
regular Board meetings and our Treasurer, CPA Patricia Harris, files our financial information
with IRS and prepares our monthly reports. SPWRC raises funds through grants, gifts, dona
tions given when animals are brought to us; environmental education programs, fundraising
or other special events, tributes and newsletter subscriptions. Furthermore, virtually all funds
raised stay here in Lubbock and are used to buy food and supplies from local merchants.
We send in required annual reports to our state and federal regulating agencies, maintain an
internship program with Texas Tech since 1990, foster a Junior Volunteer program since 2003,
present 90-100 environmental education programs annually, plan fundraisers, and generate
newsletters since 1995 so donors know what their funds are used for.
SPWRC has worked hard to establish and maintain our credibility throughout a large
geographic area o f Texas. Our isolation can be a Catch-22: It’s the reason we admit around
1500- 2000 animals each year from far and wide— and animal admissions generate much of
our donations. However, animals also create the workload and need for volunteers to care for
them.
Since 1990, Carol attended continuing education meetings at various locations around the
U.S. and one in Canada, sponsored by our national or international wildlife rehabilitation
organizations (NWRA and IWRC). Our new Executive Director Gail Barnes attended a meet
ing in Norman, Oklahoma, in early March, and w e’ll have an update on that meeting in our
summer newsletter. SPWRC also hosted a national conference in 2005, “Raptors on the Prai
rie” attended by over 80 wildlife rehabilitators from thirteen states.
W ildlife rehabilitators come and go, as do their facilities, be they large centers or small
backyard operations. “Burn-out” is a frequent complaint. Some
lose their facility when a city or county doesn’t renew their lease.
Nationwide, only a few wildlife organizations are backed or spon
sored under the umbrella of a larger, well-financed facility. “Going
under” is an all-too-familiar lament among wildlife rehabilitators too much work, too many anim als.... not enough capital, time, or
space. Often the proverbial straw is one of not enough good volun
teers. Throw in “too much responsibility and accountability” and
you sometimes have a group that simply gives up.
Those of us associated with South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation
Center will remain committed to those we serve,
to both people and wildlife. We are thankful to this and surrounding com
munities and to our donors. We’ll continue to be dedicated to the work we
do. Our native wildlife species depend on us, and no life is too little to save.
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“Cleopatra”
Our newest Wildlife
Ambassador
Cleopatra was admitted in December 2015
with a broken right leg and wing.
She was transported to Lubbock by Gail
Barnes’ sub permittee Stephanie Oravetz.
Surgery was done the same day on her leg,
however, surgical repair of her wing was not
possible.
Cleopatra is now weight-bearing on the
affected leg and in training to be an Ambassa
dor. DN A testing confirmed Cleo is a female.
She was named after Elizabeth Taylor for
her Cleopatra movie role with her beautiful
dark eyes. (Photo by Gail Barnes)

Goldfinch enjoying the sprinkler
Photo by Danny Hancock, Professional
wildlife and nature photographer

w w w .sp w rc.o rg

You can help!
If you shop online at Amazon.com you can
designate SPWRC to receive 0.5% of the
purchase price. Just look for the “Amazon
Smile” icon and add it to your toolbar to
make signing in easy!

Shop at AmazonSmile
and Amazon will make
a donation to:

South Plains Wildlife
Rehabilitation Center,
Get started

amazonsmile
EBay Giving works!
SPWRC is also an officially registered charity
■with eBay Giving Works. This program helps
nonprofits by giving eBay sellers the ability to
donate to a certified nonprofit of their choice.
Anyone can select SPWRC as the recipient
for a portion of their sale price of an item (mini
mum $5 donation required). Any eBay seller
can donate 10%-100% of the final price.
Board Advisor Bill Van Pelt, Austin, Texas,
set up this program for our Center and we have
gotten a number of donations as a result!
To donate using PayPal, visit our
web site: w ww .spwrc.org
SPWRC is also registered with:

"¡"h e

M o c k in g b ird

A c k n o w le d g e m e n ts
Our X e y sto n e D onors:
Carre’ Avian
Joyce Badger
Judy Billman, Seattle, WA
Cindy and Jody Burkes, Denver City, TX
Becky and Jason Cooper, Cambridge, MA
Stanley and Denise Davis
Terry Gail Hooper
Mark Jones
Albert Johnson, Wichita Falls, TX
Stacy Keith (New Keystone Donor)
Joyce Komkov
Sherri Mason
Tom McLaughlin
Davis Melton
Fidel and Twila Ortiz, Hart, TX
Vicki Schellhase
Robyn and Carl Tepper
(New Keystone Donors)
Deanna and William Schwartze
Dr. John and Debbie Zak
N a m e s w ith , a n a s te r is k s e n t
a c C o n a tio n i n a XoCicCay
SApjoeaC TnveC ojse

VAcCcCitionaC (gifts:
550.000. 00
Helen Jones Foundation, Inc.
SI 1.000.00
The CH Foundation
53.000.
00
William Van Pelt, (Board Advisor),
Austin, TX
S2500-00
Karen Poole, Texline, TX
S1000.00
*Jerrot Owen
*Audrey J. Sanzotera,
Ransom Canyon, TX
*Theodore Wiesner

"Be as a bird perched on a frail branch that
she feels bending beneath her, still she sings
away all the same, knowing she has wings. ’’
Victor Hugo

io

(C h ro n icle s

SI 500.00
South Plains Veterinary Medical
Association

5800.00
*Dr. Kenneth and Terry Kruczek
5500.00
*B.A. Burchard
Diekemper Family Foundation, Inc.,
Lubbock, TX(Gift)
Diekemper Family Foundation, Inc.,
Lubbock, TX(Grant)
*Dr. Bradford and Susan Goodwin,
Kingwood, TX
*Dr. Hakam Kayasseh
Jan and Bob Matthews
S250.00-S300.00
Sandra and Charles Carter
Alice Young and William Hase
Liliana van Gilder, McLean, VA
*Kathryn Holland
*Jason and Julie Hodges
*Sharon Kingston
Lubbock Estacado Audubon Society
*Linda and Jimmie McDowell
Kathryn Suchy
5200.00
*Cindy and Mark Funderburk
*Margaret Gates, Artesia, NM
Kelley Jennings
*David and Cindyjones
*DL Krumwiede and D A Laverie
*Lonnie and Nita Mason
*Dr. Jim and Dee Moyes
Floyd and Clarice Robertson
*Diane and Cecil Rucker
SI 25.00 -S I 50.00
*John W. and J. Clarke
*Steven Kriegshauser (Also see Tributes)
*Leanna Smith, Levelland, TX
5100.00
*Mary and Jam es Eissinger
Glenn and Janie Forister
’‘'Christina Fuentes
*Sandy and Mike Gallagher
*Bill Grisham
*Kaye B. Horchler, Midland, TX
^Stephen Kasper
*Ed Lansing, Jacksonville, FL
Dr. George and Patjury
*Bill Lynch

www.5pwrc.org
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It100.00. continued
♦Alzada Malone
♦Jean Mann, Denver City', TX
*Karen and Tom Martin
♦Eileen Ringler
♦Nancy Talley
♦Dianne and Dale Tracy, San Angelo, TX
*Rick, Paula and Jacob Womack,
Wilson, TX
♦Gary Woodward, Littlefield, TX
♦Thomas and Stacey Young
£75.00-£100.00

*Jan and Steve Alexander
Shirley Flache, Brownfield, TX
*Craig and Marianne Hancock
♦Thomas Hicks
*Mark Jones (Also a Keystone Donor)
♦Joann Neal
♦Dr. Lionel Poirier and Anne Longo
♦Leslie Self
*Dr. Tom and Tess Trost
Ros Weiner
£50.00

*Armtech, Inc.
*CarltonBell
’(Jane and Gary Casey
♦Dennis and Sue Cates
♦Reyhan and John Crider
Russell Dabbs, Wolfforth, TX
♦Venita Davis
♦Christi Felice
♦Sidney Field, Sidney Field Farms
Carol Ford
Nada Goble, Waxahachie, TX
♦Marcie Hartman
♦Tom Hickman
♦Gina and Don Kitten
♦Susan Mclntire
♦Martha and Leroy Montoya
♦Doris Moore
Douglas Moore
♦Eileen and Daniel Nathan
♦Tana and Jim m y Patterson
♦Sheri and Jim m y Phillips
Arja Polley
Rebecca Ponce
♦Leesa and Ed Price
♦Carl and Kay Robertson
♦Kelly and Larry Selfridge
♦Ed and Kay Sones, Cedar Park, TX

r
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Thanks to everyone who helps support our efforts. We appreciate every
penny, and with donor contributions, we can continue to help injured,
displaced, ill and orphaned wildlife.

S50.00. continued

£15.00-£20,00

Dr. Charles and Patricia Wheeler
♦Richard Wilde
♦Susie Williamson
TroyceWood

♦Orville and Dolores Aicher
Tiffiany Burgess
Sheree Coleman
Corey Collins
♦Pat Ellerman
Nancy FieldsShawnette Hinkle
♦Marilyn Keffer, Littlefield, TX
Phyllis Lunsford
Michael Maxwell
Zafar Miller
Adam Mulson
Bryan Nickel
♦Lorraine Roberts
Michelle Smith
Donna Turck
Elizabeth Wall

£30.00-£40.00

♦Delanie and Jim Andrews
Shannon Beard
♦Sally and David Conroy
Marilyn Crow, Garland, TX
Jeannie Duenes
Chadton Everett
William Hase
Timothy Hastey
Stan King
Emily Lusk
£25.00

♦Mollie Abbott
♦Kathy Britton
Mike Caffey
♦Nancy and William Coen
Alyssa Davis, Plainview, TX
♦Carole and Stan Daniel
♦Sandy and Billy Edwards
Kenneth Fulton
Jenee Gibson
♦Lisa and Larry Gilliland
♦Peggy Hensley
Rebecca Hiers
♦Lindy Jones
♦Stacy Keith
♦Louise Reynolds
♦Dr. and Mrs. Morris Knox
♦Gary and Linnea Kob, Houston, TX
♦Kathy and George Lange
♦Linda and Woody Marcy
♦Peggy and Michael Mulcahy,
Lewisville, TX
♦Jeanette Probandt, Midland, TX
Susan Radle
Sean and Melissa Rice
♦Glenda Rychener
Michelle Smith
♦Jan and Sam Spikes
Karina Stults
♦James and Freddie Summerlin
♦Candia Thew
♦Pamela and Van Webb
Tomas Almanza, Littlefield, TX

T h an k you for Supplies:
Many people also also brought
supplies to our December Open House,
and we thank you!
♦Barbara and T.D. Birge, Shallowater, TX,
donated paper towels
♦Lorna Ammons - Medical supplies
♦Raquel Iber and Christ The King School
donated supplies
♦Linda and Joel Henry donated a cart to
transport raptors, curtains and
microwave
♦Mike and Claire May - monthly donation
of supplies by the Vocational
Transition Center, LISD
♦Bebe and Art McCasland, Big Spring,
TX, donated beef heart for our raptors
♦Don, Debbie and Adrian Smith
donated Blankets and sheets
♦John M. Franklin - Towels
♦The Eisringers donated pet Food
♦Susan Radle donated supplies
♦Leanna Smith, Levelland, TX,
donated a brand new dryer!
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L u b b o c k has an / \ m a z i n g [ d iv e r s it y o f t h i r d s

Lubbock has over 410 documented bird
species. Not all are here at one time of
course, but birds come and go, and mi
grate along the Central Flywav - one of
four flyways - as they travel back and forth
from their summer breeding grounds and
winter feeding grounds. Some birds sim
ply pass through; others stay here year
round, like jays, mockingbirds and many
others. Occasionally a rare species is
sighted, one not normally found here.
Canada Geese come down from the far
north for the winter but return to their
northern breeding grounds for spring and
summer.
Mississippi Kites arrive in spring from
South America and raise their young here
on the Texas South Plains.
American Wigeon
Photo by professional wildlife and nature
photographer Danny Hancock

