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E n ch an ted  M oments - L e t te r  from the Lounder

Carol Lee
The summer seemed to fly by. I raised doz

ens of baby birds at home again this year, and 
ever since I raised and released my first baby 
mockingbird in 1984, the magic always returns 
for me along with the little nestlings and 
fledglings.

Raising songbirds is demanding and labor 
intensive, but the rewards and satisfaction of 
watching them grow is wonderful. With an 
ultimate goal o f setting the captive birds free, 
I jump into high gear every June, July and 
August.

The Center was started years ago as a result 
of my passion for wild songbirds, and even 
though there are some stressful situations and 
sad moments along the way, over 90% of 
those I raised this year thrived and were re
leased. Youngsters leave the confines of the 
flight cage in our back yard when they can fly 
well and self-feed, and they stay in or near our 
yard for weeks post-release. They grow into 
healthy adults, learning the skills necessary for 
their long-term survival. A  few are hestitant to 
leave right away, but eventually, their wild 
insticts kick in and out they go. By summer’s 
end, our yard seems enchanted, full of ‘my’ 
birds: jays, robins, thrashers, mockingbirds 
and kingbirds, all returning to visit for a hand
out about every 45 minutes. Kingbirds catch 
pellets mid-air, zooming around our treetops.

Eventually the birds learn to find their own 
food, but until they all stop coming back to 
eat, I remain available. Jays are hardest to wean. 
The early mockingbirds left first, and remain
ing robins no longer beg, but return often to 
the food dishes. There’s one cardinal rule dur
ing baby bird season: Never walk out the back 
door without food - lots o f food. They are 
always hungry. At the end of August, 14 birds

are still coming back at regular intervals every 
45-60 minutes.

It’s always bittersweet for everyone at 
SPWRC when baby season draws to a close. 
Hundreds of birds and mammals have been 
raised and released by Center staff and volun
teers, too — bird of prey chicks, waterfowl, 
squirrels, fawns, cottontails and a host of oth
ers - but, we’re all ready for a slowdown in fall.

To read about my personal summer expe
riences — and one harrowing afternoon with 
Mississippi Kites a tittle too close for comfort 
- visit our web site at www.http//spwrc.org - 
on the top left bar you’ll see “Summer Re
leases 2013.”

Thanks to everyone who brought us an 
animal the past few months, and also a dona
tion to help care for it. Our LPL utility bill in 
August was a staggering $607.54, thanks to 
their rate hike, our many incubators and freez
ers. Our summer food bills are also very high.

Our donations drop off sharply when baby 
season ends each fall. We always need more 
Keystone Donors — those who make a finan
cial commitment each month to help us with 
our ever-increasing expenses, and a donation 
on which others depend. These donors are 
listed in each newsletter issue, (p. 10 in this 
issue) and we appreciate them all!

C O A st̂ s
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Ladder- backed Woodpecker 
July 5th, 2013 - on his day of release

(Photo by Carol Lee)
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Our Goa I is all about Release

5w w w . s p w r c . o r s

When an animal’s moment of release ar
rives, it can turn into something quite exhila
rating.

Release is the hoped-for-end-result for each 
bird, mammal and reptile that comes through 
our doors.

Whether it’s an opossum, fawn, cotton
tail, robin, hummingbird, cardinal, hawk, owl 
or box turde — our goal is to release our charges 
back to their natural wild habitats whenever 
possible.

“Release” is often far from our thoughts 
as we have set off coundess times over the 
past 25 years with boxes and pet carriers, nets, 
heavy gloves, towels, wading boots, and other 
“gear” - heading for a playa lake, field, budd
ing, tree, chimney or attic, in search of an ani
mal reported to need our help - but far more 
often, o f course, one comes to us.

Yes, we get “attached” to our patients be
cause we all have empadiy toward creatures that 
have been orphaned, are ill, hurt or displaced. 
That notwithstanding, our job is to always 
do what’s best for each animal. For the major
ity, that’s release back to the wdd and freedom..

Being treated and/or raised in captivity is 
not ideal, but it’s an animal’s best hope of a 
second chance at life —and freedom.

This issue is devoted to the countless thou
sands o f little lives that had the good fortune 
to end up at our wddlife center.

One of three Curve-billed Thrashers 
raised and released this summer

I had the pleasure of raising a dozen 
or so Western Kingbirds (Tyrannus 
verticalis) this year. About eight inches 
long, the kingbird’s head is dark gray; 
die throat and chest are lighter gray and 
the belly is pale to bright yellow. Once 
released, they hang around for several 
weeks, and are amazingly fast, aerial ac
robats Extremely feisty, they’re not called 
“tyrant” flycatchers for nothing.

They hover impatiendy in front of 
me as they often snatch a morsel from 
my fingers, or catch one mid air.

Sharp-eyed, extremely agile and su
per-quick, there are few misses. This 
gives them practice for chasing and catch
ing bugs on the wing (their diet is al- 

A bowl of baby robins. They most exclusively flying insects, and they have
graduate from the incubator to a voracious appetites) once they leave me. 

small - then large - 
flight cage 

(Photo by Kim Davies)

Photo, right, is one of my 
favorites: Former Administra
tor Dorothy Tinkler helps me 
feed hovering Kingbirds sev
eral years ago - as a mocking
bird sits on her head getting a 
bite too!

When you raise and release 
so many youngsters around 
the same time, multi-tasking 
is a must!

Seven newly released Northern Mockingbirds 
hanging around on the kingbird 

cage for a handout!

This is their Number One essen
tial survival skill, and they must learn 
quickly, because this month they’ll start 
migrating south.

Kingbirds return to Lubbock in 
summer to breed and raise families.

Their pips and constant chatterings 
are unmistakable, and I’m glad they’ll 
return again next summer to start a 
new generation.

Did you know? 
Collectively, a group of kingbirds is 
known as a ‘coronation,’ ‘court’ or a 
‘tyranny’ of kingbirds.

http://www.spwrc.ors
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“W i l d l i f e  W e d  n e s d a t j  s ” W r a p  ( J p

In June, we held two-hour classes on each of the four Wednesdays. Our pilot program was attended by six students, all 10 or 11 years old, 
going to 5th or 6th grade. The students were Reagan Jones, (attends Cooper North) Jonathan Higmght (Cooper South); Maddy Sudduth 
(Oakridge Elementary); Anna Brown (Lubbock Christian School); Aaron Roghan (Hutchinson) and Aubrey Andrews who was visiting 
Lubbock during June, but lives and goes to school in Oklahoma.

Our first class was all about birds and the characteristics that make birds unique. We discussed their hearing, vision and adaptations that allow 
birds to “make a living.” We used tweezers, pliers, slotted spoons, toothpicks, tongs and straws to demonstrate how different kinds of beaks

and bills are used to crack nuts, eat seed, spear fish, pry insects out of bark or take 
apart a berry. We also talked about the different types of birds’ feet, which are used 
for perching, hunting, foraging, swimming and wading. We had a display of various 
bird nests and eggs, and talked about the plume industry and the dawn of conserva
tion around 1900.

We looked at feathers through magnifying glasses and learned about their struc
ture. Laws pro
tecting w ildlife 
were also covered, 
as was migration.

W eek two 
was focused on 
birds of prey, and 
the special adap
tations raptors 
use to hunt. Gail 
B arnes in tro 
duced the kids to

Jonathan Hignight, Aaron Roghan, Maddy Sudduth; °Ur ^ mencan 
Back: Aubrey Andrews; Reagan Jones; Anna Brown

Maggie Hancock shows students 
an Ornate Box Turtle

Kestrel, Mississippi Kite, Great Horned Owl and a young Burrowing Owl.
Week three was all about mammals and the youngsters met a baby squirrel 

and our resident opossum. Gail Bames also brought a bat to class.
The fourth Wednesday we took a tour around the property and saw what goes on in each area and building of the center. Rob Lee, retired 

federal game warden with U.S. Fish & Wildlife service, talked to the students about science and forensics and how evidence helps solve crimes 
against wildlife. Students also learned about poaching, smuggling and pollution, and saw some “show and tell” items.

Maggie Hancock rounded out this session bringing three sizes of Box Turtles to class to talk about turtle care and why box turtles should be 
left in the wild. Each student got a “Turtle Care” handout so they will know what they can do to help Box Turtles. Maddy Sudduth brought her 
own box of show and tell items including a mammal skull, snake skin, shark teeth and other items, and Reagan brought his young Ball Python 
to show the class! These were six very bright students, and we enjoyed being able to share a lot of information with them they probably won’t
leam in school!

CONGRAULATIONS!
...to Barbara and “T.D.” Birge o f Lub
bock. The Birges celebrated their 50th 
Armiversaryjuly 12 th.

The following day, neighbors, friends 
and family were invited to a cake and ice cream 
reception at their home.

We wish you many more happy anniversa
ries in the future!

When Does my Quarterly Newsletter Expire?

The expiration date o f a Mockingbird Chronicles issue is on your mailing 
label. Donations of f 20.00 get one “acknowledgement” issue.

Donations of $25.00 and up receive four (or more) issues. Our newsletter 
is printed and mailed in  March, June, September and December. I personally 
review the mailing fist each quarter, adding and removing names. The cost of 

printing and postage go up periodically and we try to keep our list under 600. Please help us help 
our patients by keeping your subscription current. This pubicaton is our conduit to to the public 
so you can see how your funds are being used. (If your expiration date is incorrect, let me know).

http://www.5pwrc.org
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N E W S  N O T E S

Twins Cameron and Sarah Kate Rasty (photo above) celebrated their 
June birthdays and for the second year in a row, had their friends bring 
supplies for our wildlife patients instead of birthday presents for them.

They came June 14th and brought gifts for wildlife that were collected. 
The twins attend Preston Smith Elementary. Their parents are Laurie and 
Jahan Rasty. We sincerely thank you, and are very appreciative to you, your 
parents and your generous friends!

The nature craft table, (right) was a big hit at our summer Open 
House and was manned by our Junior Volunteers. Visiting kids 

created spiders, birds, owls and other cool critters out of pine cones

On June 11,2013, area Animal Control Officers came to 
SPWRC for a class on handling wildlife and received Con
tinuing Education Credits. Karen McDonald, (Bottom row, 
2nd from left), Zoonosis Control O fficer for Texas 
Deptartment of Health Services in Lubbock, coordinated the 
event. (Carol Lee and Gail Barnes - bottom row 2nd from 
end and end on right, taught the two sessions).

Summer Open House June 15th was attended by almost 300 people. Despite 
the prediction of rain, it was a mosdy cloudy and pleasant three hours.We had a 
steady stream of adults and kids, and volunteers were on hand with our wildlife 
ambassadors.

Guests met “Stitch,” our Virginia Opossum, and manager Daniel Andrews 
explained why our only marsupial is a beneficial urban species. Maggie and Danny 
Hancock talked about the proper care and feeding of Ornate Box Turdes, and why 
they should not be kept in captivity.

The nature craft table, manned by our Junior Volunteers, was the big hit of 
the day, and kids made adorable owls, spiders, and other creations out of large 
pine cones, pipe cleaners, squiggly eyes and fowl feathers.

Our two staff members, many volunteers, interns, J  Vs and Board members 
all helped make the three-hour event a success, and $1295.61 in donations was 
raised. 2013 “may” be the last year of our Summer Open House due to the nature 
of our work — things are peaking in June, July and August with record numbers 
of baby birds and small mammals — and a few fawns. June 7th, the day after the 
evening storm with very high winds and heavy rains, SPWRC got a record num
ber of admissions — 87- mostiy baby birds and baby squirrels, but a Turkey 
Vulture was also “blown in.” He fared well, and was later released. Approximately 
75% of the other animals that were admitted we were able to save and release.

Others weren’t so lucky — 
hopelessly injured or died 
soon after admission.

Thanks to B yron 
Gray, Manager o f Pure 
Water Ice & Tea Company 
in Lubbock (82nd and In
diana Avenue) for the 
donation of 10 gallons of 
iced tea and 4 bags of ice.

VolunteerTom McLaughlin holds our 
Red-tailed Hawk during Open House

(We still plan to host 
our annual Christmas 
Open House Saturday, 
December 21 st between 

11 AM and 2 PM).

http://www.spwrc.org


w w w . s p w r c . o r g T h e  M o c k in g b ir d  C h r o n ic l e s ó

5 1 s t Eagle Scout project 
completed in July

Joseph Westerman

In July, Eagle Scout candidate Joseph 
Westerman, and fellow scouts from Troop 
#544, completed four new large duck pens 
and some necessary yard work around our 
pond.

Joseph is a senior at Frenship High School 
and considers going to Texas Tech after a 2- 
year Mission trip upon graduation.

His hobbies are basketball, camping and 
mountain biking. His parents are Paulette and 
Alan Westerman.

Thank you for selecting SPWRC for your 
project!

F ro n t L. to  R .: Jo h n  M a tis , J a r e d  
Bradshaw, Nato K imball, R iley Golden, Jo 
seph W esterm an,Triston Pinkston, A lan 
W esterman, (little girl) Emily W esterman, 
Tucker Matis, (very back) Glenn Richie Scout 
Master. Zach Westerman. Front row: Mark 
Matis, TK Kimball, M atthew W esterman, 
Darion Bohannon.

(Both photos by the Westermans)

J u n i o r  V o l u n t e e r s > 
J u m m e r  2 0  l 5

Avery big thank you to DuPont, Bayer 
CropScience in 2012 - and most recendy a 
$2,000 grant from the Diekemper Family 
Foundation in Lubbock and the E. A. 
Franklin Charitable Trust - for their grants 
earmarked to expand and enhance our 
Junior Volunteer Program!

JV Mariah Adams, Volunteers Marla 
Carver and Gail Barnes at Open House

Emma Adams 
Mariah Adams 
Montae Barber 
Megan Bash 
Rhiley Boatright 
Cadie Bruington 
Wendy Buchheit - JV  Mom 

Brett Buchheit 
Davidica Frazier 
Kathryn Golds ton 
Ethan Ham 
Avery Hodges 
Kadie Hutcheson 
Julie Hodges-JV Mom 
Amy Hunt 
Kasey McMurray 
Kera Lindsey 
Matthew Lopez 
Dominique Pina 
Kim Powell-JV Mom 

Phoenix Ramirez
Elizabeth “Liz” Rogahn - JV  Mom 
Michal “Mikkie” Stout 
Caroline Wilkerson 
Lori Wilkerson - J  V Mom

During summer 2013, our wonderful 
Junior Volunteers donated 879 hours of 
time as of August 24th. We thank all of you 
for your dedication and help on behalf of 
wildlife!

Making Acquaintances
Over the years, I’ve gotten email wildlife- 

related inquiries about many different things 
from people around the world. It was thanks 
to one email inquiry that Rob and I hosted a 
German veterinary student for two months. 
Another girl from Duke University visited 
for two weeks one summer to learn about 

wildlife rehabilitation. In May, 2011, a Ca
nadian veterinary student, Catherine 
Loubier, came for 19 days.

In May 2012 ,1 received an email note 
from a student, Ohad Jonathan Paris, Uni
versity of Florida in Gainesville, who dis
covered four orphaned mockingbird chicks.

He asked for advice on feeding and care, 
and we corresponded for the next weeks as 
his little charges grew and thrived. He went 
above and beyond, creating a little jungle 
for them on his patio, bought all the cor

rect foods, and had a good experience in the 
process. All were released.

This August I heard from Ohad again: “ I 
finished school with a degree in microbiol
ogy last year, and over the winter spent some 
time in Hollywood, CA, doing something 
completely different - recording music (I’ve 
been playing piano for over 20 years and com
posing songs for a while) - so that was fun.”

He also recently married his girlfriend, 
liana Levy, who helped him raise the little 
mockies. His wife finished her postdoc and 
is now a doctor of psychology. In Novem
ber they’ll be married in Israel - a second time 
- so his family can attend. We thank them for 
their kind words and donation, listed p. 10.

Ohad and liana Paris

http://www.spwrc.org
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O ur H is to ry  in a j\Juts!ie!! -  p a rt &
This issue covers our years between 2008 and the present.
In our December, 2012, newsletter, we reviewed SPWRC’s early history from our inception in 1988 through 1994: 

why SPWRC was started and why we chose a mockingbird for our logo. We incorporated in 1992, launched our 
education program in LISD schools, and started an internship program with a local high school. In our spring, 2013, 

issue we covered the years between 1995 and 2001 — our first newsletter in 1995, and Master Site Plan developed by a grad student at Texas Tech 
in 1999 were just two of the milestones in our early years.

Part 3 covered early events: a Valentine’s Ball, construction of our front entry wall, Ambas
sador Row, launch of our Junior Volunteer Program (now in it’s 10th year!), construction of 
our large outoor pond; renovation of our outdoor stable (used for owls), our national Raptor 
Conference in 2006 and the hiring of our first employee in 2007 (after being 100% volunteer for 
19 years!).

In fall of 2008, our new brochures were developed, and the printing was donated by Parks 
Printing. In October, plans were implemented for our Memorial Brick Walkway to be installed 
in our outdoor amphitheater area. This was spearheaded by former Board Member Beth 
Bartley.

In November, Carol was honored at a retirement party. (Retirement was short-lived, how
ever).

By Spring, 2009, renovation of our “baby bird building” was complete and ready for 
occupancy. In April, 2010 Carol was again invited to Austin to Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart
ment to join a panel o f statewide wildlife rehabilitators to discuss policies relating to rehabili
tation. In May, 2011, Christa Threet was hired as Executive Administrator. She resigned in 
September, 2012 to follow other pursuits. We 
d ec ided  not to h ire  ano ther D irecto r

Immature male Bullock’s Oriole

at this time, and divide the duties of making bank deposits, writing thank yous, bill paying and 
payroll/accounting among three board members (Carol Lee, Gail Barnes and CPA Patricia Har
ris) and this is working very well.

In May, 2013, our 14th “Night on the Wild Side” spring fundraiser raised over $9,000. This 
brings us to the present: In some ways, the years have flown by. I couldn’t be prouder of our 
many, many accomplishments since our founding in 1988.

Collectively, many hundreds have helped us on ur way: individuals, donors, volunteers, 
JVs, veterinarians, board members, high school and college interns, area merchants and busi
nesses, Texas Tech faculty and personnel, federal, state and local officials, area school districts, 
churches, local media, scout groups and other non-profits...the fist goes on.

We hope one day we’ll celebrate fifty years, as it’s been our pleasure to be of service to area 
residents, and especially the many, many thousands of wild birds, raptors, large and small 
mammals, reptiles and even a few amphibians that benefitted 
from our care and treatment and had a second chance at life!

B A Y E R
Two More Ways To Help Wildlife:

SPWRC is an officially registered charity with eB ay Giving 
Works. This program helps nonprofits by giving everyday eBay 
sellers the ability to donate to a certified nonprofit of their 
choice. Anyone can select SPWRC as the recipient for a portion 
of their sale price of an item (minimum $5 donation required).
Any eBay seller can donate 10%-l 00% of the final sale price.

SPWRC is also a registered charity at iGive and a portion of purchased products from their 
online shopping “mall” will come to the Wildlife Center if  designated.

Board Advisor Bill Van Pelt, now of Austin, TX, set up eBay Giving Works for our Center.

Bayer CropScience

D uring summer, 2013, SPWRC admitted 
eight White-tailed deer fawns. They came from 
outlying areas including Lake Alan Henry, 
Floydada, Snyder, Canyon, Fritch, Dumas and 
Shallowater areas.

Thanks to Sheila and Barry Johnson for 
taking care o f them, and finding suitable re
lease sites. (Photo by Sheila Johnson)

http://www.5pwrc.org
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Tributes: And more refe,ases... Commemorative fèrie fa
Gifts to Honor:

*Kenneth Bodden o f Austin , TX, 
made a donation in Honor o f his daugh
ter Beth Bodden Felker, who is also a 
former SPWRC volunteer. This gift was 
also in Memory of Beth’s cat, “Christmas.”

Gifts to Remember:
*Patricia Yoder-Wise made a generous 

Memorial donation in the name of Doreen 
Wise.

*Joyce Badger made a Memorial Dona
tion in the name of “Blue Boy,” beloved 
dog of Jeanne and Jim  Davis of Lubbock.

*Twila and Fidel Ortiz o f Hart, Texas, 
made a Memorial donation in the names of 
James Norrell. Joann Norrell of Dimmitt, 
Texas, was notified of their kindness.

Eared Grebe helped by SPWRC and 
released in July

Photo by Danny Hancock

Each commemorative 4 x 8” brick along 
the walkway at the Wildlife Center is avail
able for purchase and will be inscribed ac
cording to your wishes. This is a great way 
to support SPWRC while honoring or re
membering a family member, friend or be
loved pet.

V is it our w eb site (w w w .http// 
spwrc.org). You can print and mail instruc
tions for your brick or bricks. Each brick 
can accomodate 3 lines and 15 characters, 
including spaces.

Special thanks to former Board Mem
ber Beth Bartley for spearheading and ex

ecuting this project. It will be ongoing until all 
remaining bricks are sold. New bricks will be 
inscribed by our Holiday Open House (Satur

day, December 21 st, 2013).

Adoptions
*Melinda Mason adopted “Toenails ” 

our Swainson’s Hawk, and also “Em
press,” our Peregrine Falcon

*Louise Reynolds adopted “Percy,” our 
wonderful American White Pelican

*V alerie  K om kov H ill adopted  
‘Athena,” our Eastern Screech Owl

By August 31, 2013, 
1748 animals were admit
ted to SPWRC.

Join us for our annual 
Holiday Open House on 
Saturday, December 21st, 
between 11 AM and 2 PM.

A New Uncord

Nife for Neaftf
SPWRC is a partner with a new pro

gram. The first annual “Hike4 Health”is 
Saturday, September 28, 2013 from 9-1 at 
Lubbock Lake Landmark. It w ill be fun for 
the whole family! Read more on Facebook.

Newly released robin fledge loafing 
on our outdoor furniture

I \ l  o t e s :

Western Kingbird perches on our metal 
flying Canada Goose sculpture on the patio

We’ll be sending out 
our annual Holiday Ap
peal in early December 
again This is a needed fi
nancial boost during the 

months of low admissions 
and donations.

SPWRC admitted a record 87 casual
ties June 6th after the severe storm the 
night before with 80 mph wind gusts, very 
heavy rain and hail in some areas. The 
majority o f admissions were birds.

We thank all those area individuals 
who took the time to bring animals to us 
that were casualties of the severe summer
storm.

Environmental
Education

During the last quarter, volunteer Gail 
Bames did twelve programs, including three 
for Neighborhood Academy; TTUHSC Day 
Care, two presentations for the Home School 
Science Club; Covenant Day Care; South Plains 
Mall Kids Club; Snyder Elementary school; 
Godeke and Patterson Libraries and the Ro
tary Club.

Gail fractured her tibia early in the summer 
and had to cancel her out of town library pro
grams. We’re happy she is doing much better!

If you’d like to schedule a program for your 
school, scout or civic group, call Gail at 806 
799-2142. There is a nominal charge.

“Adopt the pace o f nature: her 
secret is  patience. ”

.... Ralph Waldo Emerson

http://www.spwrc.org
http://www.http//
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Adopting a “Wildlife Ambassador” helps pay for its annual ca fe

Percy, right $50 
American 

W hite Pelican

Farley, right 
$35

Burrowing Owl

Bubo 2, right $45 
G reat Horned Owl

Bobby, far right $50 
Bobcat

G racie, right 
G ray Fox 
$50

Jasper, far right 
$45
Common Barn Owl

Empress, right 
$40

Peregrine Falcon

M iss Hoary, right 
$40 Hoary Bat

Festus, far right 
T urkey Vulture 
$30

Shadow, right $45 
Barred Owl

Maddie, far right $35 
American Kestrel

Athena, right 
Eastern 

Screech Owl 
$25

V incent, far right 
Chihuahuan Raven 
$30

J Y o u r  N a m e  

|  O r g a n iz a t io n  o r  G r o u p

□  Total amount enclosed

□  Membership amount $

"1

n  Adoption of
| A d d r e s s

Amount $

□  Adoption of

1 Membership levels: ♦  Millennium Member $5000 ♦  Life Member $1000 ♦  Benefactor $500 ♦  Patron $100 ♦  Supporting Member $50 ♦

' □  Gift O Gift in memory of □  Gift □  Gift in memory of

□  Membership amount $ □  Membership amount $

□  Adoption of Amount $ □  Adoption of Amount $

□  Adoption of Amount $ □  Adoption of Amount $

Please acknowledge to (Name) Please acknowledge to (Name)

L J

http://www.spwrc.org
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Bags are packed!

S o m e -  
where in  the 
w o rld , b irds 
are always mi
g ra tin g  — 
moving from 
one place to 
ano ther b e 
cause o f food

availability and more favorable conditions.
Here, we enjoy over 400 species o f birds, 

but of course all species aren’t here at the 
same time. Some stay all year; others are here 
in winter like Canada Geese, and some species 
breed and raise their families here in spring 
and summer — Western Kingbirds, Barn Swal
lows, Mississippi Kites and many others. 
Some species, like NordiemMockingbirds and 
American Robins may stay or wander, follow
ing sources o f food and water.

If you enjoy hummingbirds, they’re mi
g ra tin g  now, 
too.

Always buy 
a sturdy feeder 
that’s easy to 
clean and refill.

I like glass 
feeders sold by 
Duncraft.com 
but there are 
many other re
tailers on the 
web, too.

Make your own sugar water, using 4 parts 
water to 1 part sugar. Keep some in the refrig
erator for another refill.

The nectar degrades faster if  it’s hung in 
the sun, so hang in a shady spot and change 
the nectar every 3 days. Scrub the feeder be
tween uses. I f ants are a problem, buy an in
expensive ant guard. Remember, never use 
red food coloring. Some hummingbird ex
perts say you don’t have to boil the water but 
heat it enough to dissolve the sugar. (Photo 
from Duncraft website).

* dii
% M m, N ,

To donate using PayPal, visit our
web site: www.http// 

spwrc.orgFind us onFacebook

More youngsters - 
now on their own!

Blue Jay fledge fluffed up and 
drying off after a bath

(Photo by my daughter, Kim Davies)

Four more delightful Western Kingbirds 
perched on our patio sculpture

Note:
If your donation arrived after August 

31st, 2013, it will be acknowledged in our 
December quarterly newsletter.

*A11 Tributes and Adoptions are listed in 
order received.

*If anything was inadvertently omitted 
or incorrect (including your mailing label) 
p lease  n o tify  C aro l Lee at 
spwrc@suddenlink.net

If you’d like the newsletter as a pdf file, let 
me know at the e-mail address above.

We appreciate the great community sup
port for the past twenty-five years...thank you!

A c k n o w le d g e m e n ts

Below are our Keystone Donors who 
offer the Wildlife Center a sustained, monthly 
financial commitment to our cause: helping 
wildlife:

Carre’ Avian 
Joyce Badger
Judy Billman, Seattle, WA 
Karen Bosscher
A.J. and Cindy Burkes, Denver City, TX
Beck)' and Jason Cooper, Cambridge, MA
Terry Gail Hooper
Albert Johnson, Wichita Falls, TX
Joyce Komkov
Tom McLaughlin
Dave Melton
Fidel and Twila Ortiz, Hart, TX 
Tracey and Jose Pineda, Shallowater, TX 
Vicki Schellhase
William and Deanna Schwartze 
A great deal of information in the form 

of Tributes, admission slips, animals, cash 
and checks come to SPWRC on a daily basis, 
especially in spring and summer We try very 
hard to thank every person for each mon
etary gift or donation of supplies. If your 
gift was inadvertendy omitted, please e-mail 
Carol Lee so it can be added in our next news
letter.

52000.00
Diekemper Family Foundation 
E.A. Franklin Charitable Trust

1500.00
Kyle and Sarah Abernathie

5350.00- S400.00
Mountain Hideaway (Kyle and Misti Jones, 
Owners;) From their “Sticker Donation 
program” (+ SI 25.00 during our last quarter!) 
Dr. Mary Lochbaum

5200.00- S250.00
Tracey and Lori Kitten, Slaton, TX 
Ohad and liana Paris, Springfield, VA 
Leanna Smith, Levelland, TX 
Stacy Spurrier

http://www.spwrc.org
http://www.http//
mailto:spwrc@suddenlink.net
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Acknow ledgem ents Thanks to everyone who helps support our efforts. We appreciate every 
penny, and with donor contributions, we can continue to help injured, 
displaced, ill and orphaned wildlife.

an oo.oo- $125.00
Jan and Steve Alexander
Jean Ann Cantore
Dr. Bill and Linda Edwards
Glenn and Janie Forister
Margaret Gates, Artesia, NM
John and Mary Gillas
Dorothy Hanesworth, Matador, TX
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hoehne
William and Sarahlee Morris
F. Wayne and Karen Thornton
Dr. Cheryl and Fred Weber

$70.00 - $99.00 
Tina Fuentes 
Ron Sitton

f  50 .00 - $60.00
Kylie Boyd
Mark Bromley
Wendy and Steve Buchheit
Becky Byme
Lisa and Larry Gilliland
Jack and Kathy Kulbeth, Midland, TX
Don and Sue Lynn
Linda McWilliams, Spur, TX
Vanessa McVay
Jayne Medrano
Carolie Mullan
Louise Reynolds
Craig Stevens, Canyon, TX
Mark and Tricia Spencer, Snyder, TX
Debbie Therwanger
Jessica Villarreal
Judy and William Walton
Helmut Wierzba
Philip Wischkaemper

$30.00- $40.00 
Chloe Bales 
Rue Brock 
Denise Jaggers 
Lanau Limmer

$25 .00 - $30.00
Bill Basom
Matt Britton
Tutti and Jack Burkett, Jr.
Barbara Claridge 
Myra Coulter 
Pat Crimmins 
Bill Gardner

$25.00 — $30.00, continued 
Lindsey Gentry 
Ellen and Jack Gruver 
Amy Heuman 
Kathy Hullum 
Dr. Holle Humphries 
Rebecca and Brad Hunt 
Becky Kerby, Wolfforth, TX 
Janis Lemon
Rachel and Thomas Maples 
Beverly Odell 
Cindy Opaitz 
Laura Engle Rasty 
Denise and Michael Smith 
Herschel Spears 
Karina Stutts
Carla and Daniel Thompson 
Elaine Wilshuster, Midland, TX

$20.00
Liz Addington
Terri -Arthur
Momchil Atanassov
Stephanie Blankenship
Brandi and Stacy Booher, Wolfforth, TX
Garon Cagle
Celia Campos
Tim Caraway
Kristi Cook
Dr. and Mrs. Don Davies 
Leslie Davis
Karen Durben, Plainview, TX 
Angela Eaton 
Lori Farley
Janie and Sonny Flores 
Holt Gatlin 
Dawn Green 
Tyler B. Ham 
Norma Harrison 
Megan Harvey 
Wayne Havens 
Marian Henderson 
Amy Henry 
Jacqui House 
Nick Irion 
Shelby Ismael 
Denise Jaggers
Sharon Jefcoats, Andrews, TX 
Nona Johnson 
David Mark Jones 
George Kiousis 
Jim Larner

$20.00, continued
D.F. and C. J. Leake
Lanau Limmer
Pat Littlefield, Wolfforth, TX
Cindy Mayer
Danny McAnear
Amy McCarthy
James McNeill, Floydada, TX
David Midkiff
Jim  Newman, Shallowater, TX
Donna Newton
Jennifer Ockerstrom
Kathleen O’Shea
Deana Paone
Teresa Patterson
Roy Perkins
Karen Pettiet
May Pollard
Je ff Procter, Friona, TX 
Pyramid Plaza Staff 
William Ramsey 
Olivia Rector 
Clayton Reeves 
P. Robinson 
Dr. Catherine Ronaghan 
Jessie Santos 
Lyle Scovrii 
Sandy Shannon 
Linda Shough 
Kathi Smith 
Sam and Jan Spikes 
Linda Steffey 
Thelma Stewart 
Arida Sweetman 
Pam Taylor, Ralls,TX
Rosemary & Charles Taylor, Wolfforth, TX
Debbie Therwhanger
Betty Wall
Sarah Webb
Karen Wiley
Tom Wizoreck

Thank you for supplies! 
Lorna -Ammons 
Monica Capuano, Amarillo, TX 

($25.00 Gift Card;)
Jayne Medrano
Sarah Kate and Cameron Rasty
Alyssa Roberts
Floyd and Clarice Robertson
James Spivey
Joe Sport
Travis Williams

http://www.spwrc.org
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Blue Jay Fledgling Blue Jay Trivia

Nestling Blue Jays have bright pink mouths. After several 
months, the interior of the mouth darkens and eventually 
turns black. Tail feathers continue to grow after release. We 
can estimate age by tail length and mouth color. By 
summer’s end jays molt and sport crew cuts. Jays are mem
bers of the “Corvid/ Corvidae” family, (also Crows, Rooks, 
Jackdaws, Magpies and others) and Corvids are extremely 
bright. Their strong, pointed beaks can hammer, poke, probe, 
crack, chisel and act like pincers. They scream if a predator 
is spotted, to warn other birds of impeding danger.

They mimic hawk calls and other sounds. One of my jays 
mimicked the sound of dripping water, and another mewed 
-  and hissed -  like one of our cats.

To attract jays, offer whole nuts in the shell, or peanut 
pieces in a specially designed feeder. They’ll also be attracted 
to sunflower or other seeds, and of course, water for drink
ing and bathing. In captivity, jays enjoy pieces of grape, wa
termelon, and mealworms. Blue Jays can be bullies as adults, 
but the jay youngsters are delightful to raise!


