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Cb ro nicies

letter of the South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, Inc. Number 3/2006

new sletter issue is dedicated to  the M em ory o f “C.C.” ou r Bald Eagle w ho w as euthanized  
August 16th, 2006, by ou r veterinarian  after a long history o f problem s that resulted from  his 
original w ing injury. He w as hit by a  ca r as a youngster, and spent six  and a  half years w ith us.

We will also m iss our Golden Eagle “Sierra” w ho w as w ith us fo r fifteen years. Sierra died October 
13,2006 , and the cause o f death w as the fungal disease aspergillosis. Read m ore inside.

“C.C.”

Highlights:

- .
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Letter from the Director

Few people will 
notice, but the cur
rent newsletter is 
several weeks be
hind schedule. This 
is our fall issue, 
and our Holiday 
issue may or may 

not be out by Christmas. Even though baby 
bird season is now  over, it doesn’t mean 
administrative w ork grinds to a halt. In a 
nutshell, our Manager o f fifteen years, 
D ebbie Tennyson, accepted a “real” job in 
an Atlanta suburb and left us Septem ber 
28th.

We had to have our Bald Eagle, “C.C.” 
euthanized in August and our Golden Eagle 
“Sierra” that was with us fifteen years died.

The Raptor Conference we started plan
ning in November o f 2005 is looming No
vember 10-12th, 2006 and scores o f details 
putting tire event together will be ongoing 
right up until tire last minute.

Our spring and summer baby season was, 
as always, extremely busy. From the time the 
first baby birds arrived April 25th until the 
last one was raised and set free, six months 
passed, and it was not always possible to stay 
caught up on tilings. That notwithstanding, 
everyone pulled together to care for, raise 
and return to freedom many hundreds of 
wild songbirds, mammals and reptiles.

The Curve-billed Thrasher I released in 
June still continues to visit every day, along 
with one particular Blue Jay who’s easily rec
ognized by his slightly deformed foot.

My family o f Flickers returned through 
September, but they’re now completely in
dependent. O ccasionally I hear a flicker 
whistle as it flies through the neighborhood, 
but I can only wonder if it was one o f my 
nestlings. Raising the five o f them was defi
nitely a highlight of my summer.

During Septem ber and O ctober, the 
Wildlife Center got a face lift, and almost 
everything that needed repair or renovation 
was repaired and renovated. You can read 
more about this on page 7.

We thank all o f our veterinarians, Board 
members, Advisors and our priceless vol
unteers who care for and treat our animals.

Special thanks to volunteer Gail Bames, 
who agreed to be our Interim Manager until 
D ebbie’s replacem ent steps forward. The 
Manager’s job description is posted on our 
w eb site at spwrc.org under the “W hat’s 
New” tab.

So, we know that changes are afoot, and 
as we approach winter we know there will be 
new challenges in our future.

We’ll have more photos in our next issue, 
and I’ll do my best to have it out before tire 
end o f the year!

C c u ift-'

C.C. the Bald Eagle with his completely 
white head and tail. He brightened our 
Center for six and a half years. C.C. and 

Sierra will both be missed

Coming up:
Our annual Christmas O pen House will 

be held Saturday, D ecem ber 23rd, between 
11:00 AM and 2:00 PM. This is free and open 
to the public. If you’d like to bring something 
for our animals, visit our w eb page at 
spwrc.org and click tire “Wish List” tab. This 
is an opportunity for our friends and donors 
to see the slow version of wildlife rehabilita
tion in the winter versus the hectic days of 
summer when we always host our June Open 
House. Ju ne’s date will be Saturday Ju n e  
9th , 2007  from 11 AM -2 PM. This is a little 
earlier than usual.

The Mockingbird Chronicles is a quarterly 
publication of the South P lains W ild life 

Rehabilitation Center Inc. (SPWRC), which 
is 100% volunteer. The organization is an IRS 

determined 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
that cares fo r orphaned, injured, ill and 
displaced wild animals with the ultimate goal 
of returning wildlife to its natural habitat. 

SPWRC holds state and federal permits but 
receives no funding whatsoever from either 
regulating agency. SPWRC operations are 
maintained entirely through the support of 

private donations and volunteer service, and 
no SPWRC staff member is paid. Donations 
are tax deductible to the extent the law allows.

Wildlife is accepted without regard to species, 
size, temperament, or popularity with the 
human race.

Officers and Directors

Executive Director 
Carol Lee 
Manager 
Debbie Tennyson

Board of Directors
Dr. Jim Moyes, President 

Dr. Julie Thomas, Vice President 
Beth Bartley, Secretary 

Mrs. Pat Harris, CPA, Treasurer 
Dr. Mark Wallace 

Mr. Dennis McDaniel 
Mr. Richard Whittenburg 

Rob Lee 
Dr. Michael J. Hooper

Advisors
Larry Farley, DVM 
Ms. Leanna Smith 

Dr. Gad Perry 
Mrs. Willie Haragan

South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation Center Inc. 
is located at 3308 95th Street, Lubbock, TX 
79423.

We can be reached by phone at 806-799- 
2142, by email at spwrc@cox.net, or learn 
more at our website at www.spwrc.org (site 
donated by Gene and Deb Ortiz).

http://www.spwrc.org
mailto:spwrc@cox.net
http://www.spwrc.org
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Pare -T h e e  -W ell to  M anager 
D e b b ie  T e nn ijson

D ebbie Tennyson 
departed the Wildlife 
C e n te r  S e p te m b e r  
28th, 2006, after fif
teen years of dedicated 
service.

She took a position 
with Medieval Times, 
an idea that started in 
Spain and spread to tire 
U.S.

T h e  co n cep t in
cludes entertainment 
while guests dine on a 
medieval meal. There 
are jousting knights on 
horseback and every
one dresses in period 
costumes. O f course it
all takes place inside a “castle.” Debbie holds a falcoruy permit that prepared tire way for 
her to train and fly birds o f prey during the show, and she took her equestrian lessons in 
Dallas. She’ll also work with and train other raptors, and these birds were always her pas
sion. We wish her the best o f luck in her new pursuits, and know she’ll have a lot o f fun as 
she moves into this new  role in an Atlanta suburb. Her family still lives here and she’ll 
return to Lubbock in January for a visit.

T ha n lc  tjou T e c h  S tu d e n ts
H ow  B a b y  R e d - ta ile d  

H aw ks g e t  th e ir  R ed T a il

Students from  the Range and Wildlife 
Club at Texas Tech show ed up fo r a 

fall workday Saturday September 16th, 
and w ere a huge help

Front Row: K urt Sparks,
Em ily Thiem ann, Jessica Utter 

Back row : Cody M athews, Ashley 
Dam ico, and Nancy Sandoval

“They must first be able to fly as high as 
the clouds to hear the songs o f The Wind, 
and then they must be able to walk fearlessly 
on the ground to feel the rhythm o f The 
Earth. When they’ve learned to interpret the 
songs o f The Wind and the rhythm o f The 
Earth they will sit quietly on a tall tree each 
evening and dip their tails into a pool of set
ting Sunshine. As they do, tire songs and die 
rhythm tell stories o f die bravery and cour
age o f their parents and grandparents and 
o f all their ancestors. The young hawk ab
sorbs all diis knowledge in its tail which be
gins to turn redder and redder until it 
m atches the color o f the last rays o f light 
just before The Sun disappears for die night.” 

T h is was posted on the fam ous Red
tailed Hawk “Pale M ale’s” w ebsite at 
palemale.com on September 8,2006, by Lin
coln Kamil who maintains die site. Permis
sion was granted by Lincoln to use it. His 
daily photographs are stunning.

V o lu n te e r S p o tlig h t

Jason Marshall

Jason  Marshall, 30, was born in Beau
mont, Texas.

He’s been volunteering at South Plains 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center since the 
summer o f 2004.

Jason is a Texas Tech student and chose 
to come here to school because he received 
a better financial package from Texas Tech 
than from Montana State University diat he 
was also considering. He was living in Aus
tin dien and wanted some time away from 
die big city.

Jason’s major is Physical Anthropology. 
He’d like a career as a vertebrate paleon
tologist studying primate and carnivore evo
lution.

He said he wanted to volunteer because, 
“I’ve always loved animals and I wanted to 
be a part o f somediing I thought was im
portant.”

Jason learned about the Wildlife Center 
w hen he saw our “W hoooo Cares about 
Wildlife” brochure in a laundromat.

His favorite time and dudes at die Cen
ter? “Anytime I get to hold an opossum .” 
His least favorite task is handling all the 
dirty Bam  Owl laundry.

We certainly can’t blam e you for that, 
Jason , and w e ’re all happy to have you! 
.........Ed.

http://www.spwrc.org
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ions

* Rita Pettigrew adopted “Louie”
* Susan & Jimmy Owens adopted

“G racie”
* Liz Paulk adopted “Louie” for her

mother, Margaret Inskip
* Peggy Mulcahy and family adopted 
“G racie” in Memory o f “Trooper,”

their newborn Guinea Pig

Thank you for sponsoring our 
wildlife ambassadors!

G ift s  to  H o n o r

Eric Jaskoviak, Eagle Scout candidate is pictured above left. He and fellow scouts came 
to the Wildlife Center to work and complete Inis project the weekend o f August 26th. That 
project was to landscape along the front of the muraled wall at die entrance to die property.

The boys planted dozens o f perennial native plants, and installed an inigation system 
under die compost to facilitate watering until all die plants are well established. Eric is in 
Troop 406. This is the Wildlife Center’s 37th Eagle Scout Project since 1990. Rob Lee 
coordinated die efforts, and we thank die scouts very much!!

Eric’s helpers were his mom, Carol Jaskoviak, Richard Brown, Cameron Kiowski, Geoffrey 
Nauert, Greg Nauert, Cody Garrett, Brandon Garrett, Will Stewart, Jackson Kennedy, Je ff 
Kennedy, Michael Maeker, David Kelly, Mike Tone, Patrick Tone, Jo sh  Rantz, Donna 
Bebemiss and Conrad Bebemiss.

Z 0 0 6  B o a rd  o f  D ire cto rs  and A d v iso rs

Left to right: back row: Mr. Richard Whittenburg, Mr. Rob Lee, Dr. Gad 
Perry (Advisor), Dr. Jim Moyes, (President), Dr. Mark Wallace. Front 

row: Dr. Julie Thomas (Vice President), Miss Leanna Smith, (Advisor) 
Mrs. Pat Harris, CPA, (Treasurer) Miss Beth Bartley (Secretary) 
Missing is newly elected Board Member Mr. Dennis McDaniel

Terry and Sue Morrow o f Lubbock sent a 
gift in Honor of Sarah Daghistany’s Birthday

G ifts  to  Remember
(All addresses Lubbock unless noted)

A g en ero u s M em orial g ift in Rick 
Tennyson’s name was given by Dr. David and 
Mrs. Lewrie Close.

Aaron and Shelly Ross of Fairview, Oregon 
also gave a Memorial gift in the nam e of 
Rick Tennyson.

A number o f additional Memorial gifts in 
Max Malone’s name were given since our last 
quarterly newsletter was published. They are 
from die following:
Fulbright andjaw orski, L.L.P., Dallas, TX
Laura Livingston, Octavio Bueno, Carmen
Garcia and Maria Richardson, Rogers, AR
Bill and Jody Bowers, living, TX
Ed Esquivel, Dallas, TX
Ernest and Kay Chapa, Wichita Falls, TX
Charles Nichols
Mr. and Mrs. Je ff  Cody, Dallas, TX
Karen and Karl Dial, Dallas, TX
Mr. Louis Strubeck, Dallas, TX
Mr. Herb Pittman, Big State Auto Auction,
Abilene, TX
Theresa Krzewinski, San Antonio, TX 
Kenneth and Lisa Stewart, Dallas, TX

Wildlife Center Board Member Beth Bartley 
made a Memorial contribution in die name 
o f her father, Elmer Lide, w ho passed away 
in June.

http://www.spwrc.org
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Dale and Brenda Lide o f Bonham , Texas, 
made a Memorial contribution in Elmer 
Lide’s name.

Lubbock Mensa also sent a Memorial gift 
in the name o f Elmer Lide.

D eborah Carter gave a gift on  behalf of 
h er m other, M ary R. C arter, fo r the 
continuing care o f “Ricky” and “B ob by .” 
Mary was also a Wildlife Center supporter 
and w as especially fond o f these two 
ambassadors that she’d adopted.

Maggie and Danny H ancock gave a 
Memorial in tire name of Celeste Contreras. 
Acknowledgement was sent to Juan and Terri 
Contreras o f Lubbock.

A generous gift was given by Paula 
Richardson in Memory o f her mother, 
Darken Stevens.

Susie Williamson made gift in Memory 
of “Bailey” that was acknowledged to Den
nis and Pamela Thom pson o f Richardson, 
Texas.

Susie Williamson and Ruben Castillo made 
a gift in Memory o f “Kirby” and this was 
acknowledged to Steve and Sally Haliburton 
o f Lubbock.

A generous Memorial gift was sent in the 
name of Judy Cox by Dana Kidd and family 
o f Phoenix, Arizona. Her uncle Ron Abbott 
and friend Ernestine Bong also contributed 
in Judy’s name. Her daughter, Jo  Miller of 
Lubbock, was notified.

K.D. and Suzanne Abbott gave a gener
ous Memorial donation in memory o f their 
mother, Thelma Wilson Abbott.

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Sweazy made a Me
morial donation in the name o f Anju Gill, 
daughter o f Dr. and Mrs. Gurdev Gill.

Longtime Wildlife Center supporter 
Marybeth Mangum passed away August 4th, 
2006. We sincerely appreciate the family des
ignating the our Center as a Memorial char
ity. Her family in Lubbock and Austin were 
notified of the donors’ kindness.

Memorial gifts were sent in her name by 
die following:

T h e  M o c k i n g b i r d  C h r o n i c l e s

Mr. and Mrs. Delbert G. McDougal
DeAnna and Joseph Byme
Neal ancljerre Chastain
Eleanor and Christopher Bartholomew
Evan and Ann Duval
W.B. and Denece Harris
Tim and Debbie Foster
Bob Fee, Jr.
D ee Casstevens, Granbury, TX 
Jennifer and Richard Fadal, Sunset Valley, 
TX

Joan and Fred Brown
K.W. and Patricia Kirkpatrick, Post, TX
Dr. and Mrs. Ted Hartman
Rushing Family Foundation, Inc.
(Mr. W.B. Rushing)
Lucy and Owen Hamilton
Pieter and Lou Ann Bergstein
Alice Dalton, Macon, Georgia
Dr. and Mrs. Wayne Culp
George and Gina Morris
Connie Nicholson
Sue and Johnny Franklin
The David Petrick Family, Austin, TX
A.Bm ce and Kathy Mouder
Victoria and Waldo Martinez
Linda K. Rooker
Dr. Robert and Gloria Johnson
Jennifer and Mark Pessa, Indialantic, FL
Carol King
Sue Graham, Roswell, NM
John and Ann Zwiacher
Dr. D on Hegi, Karen Hegi and Staff o f
Animal Care Clinic, Lubbock

Marybeth’s husband, A.L. Mangum, her 
daughter Susan Johnson, both o f Lubbock, 
and her son Doug Mangum o f Austin were 
notified o f contributions in their wife and 
mother’s name. Marybeth’s children, Susan 
and Doug wrote o f their mother, Marybeth: 
“Marybeth always had a special place in her 
heart for animals and wildlife that she hap
pened to encounter. No matter what the 
situation involving a stray dog, cat, bird that 
couldn’t fly or even a wayward turtle, she al
ways found die time to attend to that animal’s 
needs. A stray dog never knew how lucky he 
w as to b e  “rescued” by our Mother - she 
would take the stray hom e then on to the 
groomers and the vet for a badi and round 
of shots. She dien took the lucky dog home 
and kept it at her house until she could find 
die dog’s rightful owner, or a potential new

owner that passed her rigorous test to en
sure the new owners would treat the stray 
widi love and attention. She even ran ads in 
die local paper in order to find the best quali
fied new owner. We know she cared deeply 
about diese “less fortunate” animals and of
ten relied on die Wildlife Center to assist her 
cause. The many contributions drat flowed 
into die Wildlife Center on her behalf will 
give her family a lasting memory of die kind
ness she showed diose animals.”

The Wildlife Center staff mourned the 
passing o f supporter and friend Roberta 
Davis who passed away September 6th at 
her Lubbock hom e after a six-year battle 
against non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. A Texas 
Tech graduate and horticulturist, Roberta 
owned “The Garden Patch” nursery here, 
and had a passion for native wildflowers. 
There was always a smile on her face, and 
she was a kind and wonderful lady who will 
be missed.

Sympadiy is expressed to Wildlife Cen
ter supporter Bill Van Pelt o f Washington, 
D.C., on the loss o f his fadier Jam es W. Van 
Pelt, w ho died September 24th, 2006. He 
was born September 12di, 1942 in Illinois, 
but resided in Texas for more than thirty 
years.

Memorials were also sent in the name 
o f Joann Marie Plymell. Her daughter Mary 
Ann Briesh o f Lubbock was notified o f die 
gifts in her mothers name. Joann passed away 
October 6, 2006. Gifts were received from:

Anlyan & Hivey Wealth Management, 
Friends o f Kendra Kay Plymell, and Mrs. 
Plymell’s granddaughter in Wilmington 
North Carolina.

Dr. and Mrs. Ted Allen
J.J. Baker
Tammy Bolles
Jane and Harold Harriger
Lubbock Surgical Associates,
Mrs. Doris Burkhart 
Teresa Devault, Madison, WI 
Nancy Horkan and Jane Geffert, 
Reedsburg, WI 
Donna and Jen y  Roewer,
Reedsburg, WI
Susan Healy, Middleton, WI
Georgann and Gary Williams

http://www.spwrc.org
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O iled  b irds  reau ire  cjuiclc response

pad in a playpen and left alone to settle 
down. At 5:30 PM the second peacock 
arrived, equally bad and covered in 
crude. By 6:15, it had been thoroughly 
washed as well, placed on a heating pad 
in a second playpen and ready to go into 
a quiet environment for die night. A third 
bird already died at die site, and die two 
w e had looked like there was very little 
hope.

The TV stations came out to see die 
birds and interview Gail and the pieces 
aired later diat same night.

This peacock, covered in crude oil, was 
too weak to stand as we prepared to 

clean it

On Tuesday Septem ber 5th, volunteer 
Gail Barnes called at 4  P.M. to tell Rob and 
me that two peacocks that fell in crude oil 
were coming to the Wildlife Center for care. 
The birds cam e from the Spirit Ranch out
side o f town where Texland Petroleum was 
drilling for oil. Obviously they found some, 
because die birds were inky black, and die 
smell o f crude permeated the air. Gail and 
volunteer Gina Adams donned gloves, got 
die Dawn dishwashing liquid out, turned die 
water to 105 degrees, and went to work, gen
tly massaging the soap into the inky black, 
oiled feathers. Not only is die oil absorbed 
into the body from the skin, an oiled bird 
instinctively responds by trying to preen die 
oily mess off its feadiers on its back and other 
areas of die body diereby ingesting the goo, 
causing further harm internally. Activated 
charcoal was administered to help absorb any 
toxic oil diat may have already been ingested, 
along with an intramuscular injection o f at
ropine. Close m onitoring o f the patients 
were required, because overall it’s an ex 
tremely stressful situation. Breadiing through 
an open beak is a red flag, and sign o f dis
tress. At this point one o f the birds was 
wrapped in a towel, and placed on a heating

Volunteer Gina Adams holds a peacock that 
was given a second chance at life by our caring 
volunteers. Beside her is a hand from the Spirit 
Ranch.

Throughout the evening, the peacocks 
perked up, and widiin a day or two, bodi were 
eating, getting stronger and slowly recuper
ating from dieir almost deadly ordeal. Thanks 
to G ina Adam s, Gail B arn es, D eb b ie  
T e n n y s o n , J e r r ie  R o d g e rs , an d  
TomMcLaughlin, and to KLBK, KCBD and 
KMAC- TV for their coverage.

Thanks also to Dr. Kathy Crouch for her 
help with drug and dosage information.

We also thank Texland Petroleum  in 
Levelland, Texas, for their generous contri
bution to help defray our costs.

T h e  O s p re y

This beautiful, but unfortunate, osprey. 
was one o f our patients this fall. It died 
shortly after adm ission and a necropsy 
showed die bird had internal hemonhaging, 
possibly from a collision with a car or other 
object. Found in Buddy Holly Park, a con
cerned individual brought the bird to us.

Also called a fish haw k or fish eagle, 
ospreys are attracted to our playa lakes and 
die fish that live in diem.

Its name is derived from the Greek ‘hals’ 
meaning sea or salt, and ‘aetos,’ or eagle. 
O spreys m igrate to Central or South 
America in fall, and pass through or leave 
our area in September and October, accord
ing to Llano Estacado Audubon Society 
member Anthony Hewetson.

Ospreys are at die top of die aquatic food 
chain, making diem good indicators for de
tecting habitat destruction, dwindling fish 
populations, and environmental contamina
tion.

http://www.spwrc.org
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W ild life  C e n te r g e ts  a fa c e - l i f t

I

1

Things progressed to include w ork on 
perches, plumbing and electrical work and 
some new ceiling panels, all to spiff the Cen
ter up for our raptor conference guests in No
vember.

Work was also done inside, outside and 
around die house on die property, in our work 
building, flight cage, and outdoor aviary.

The focus was centered on Ambassador 
Row, the facility that houses our permanent 
educational raptors.

Last year w e had to rem ove the vinyl 
coated wire because one bird injured its beak, 
and another a talon. The remnants o f that 
sandwiched wire between die slats was tom 
out, and new sills and facing were added.

The next step will be to add a metal roof 
over die walkway. This west-facing area has 
been a problem for some time because of the

Left: Shade cloth and frames 
are removed to pave the way for a 
new roof over the walkway

Below: Boards are measured 
and cut as the new facade starts 
taking shape

So, die stable had a face lift, too -  a new 
door, a small storm window on die outside, 
repairs and new wiring inside. New wire is 
now safely in metal conduit, so it’ll be a lot 
less attractive to the squirrels that roam the 
property.

When diings are more 
settled  w e ’ll proceed  
once again widi die new 
facility. It’s been  a stop 
and start project, but will 
be completed when we 
finally decide exactly 
w here it should best be 
placed.

It will be two stories, 
temperature controlled, 
and house several o f our 
smaller wildlife ambassa
dors. It’ll serve other 
purposes as well, and our 
pelican “Percy” will have 
room ier quarters when 
he’s indoors at night and 
on icy days.

Old stable gets rewired and a new 
door is put up

Thank you to Everett Herman, Rob Lee 
and our visiting contractor for all the w on
derful new  heavy-duty screen doors put up 
on Ambassador Row and in our work build
ing.

intense heat generated by the afternoon sun 
during tire summer.

Thank you to Steve Teeters and to Gene 
and Beverly Day, owners of Jarvis Metals, for 
assisting us with this phase.

A new  roof will also eventually re
place the old one on  our three-story 
bam. Meanwhile, we’ve decided to keep 
our old stable for tire time being, espe
cially now that it’s had some work done 
to renovate it. Plans are still in die works 
to construct a new multi-purpose build
ing. Our contractor felt that the old 
stable was sound, sturdy and salvage
able, and we know it provides a great 
place to raise bam owl chicks.

http://www.spwrc.org


8 T h e  M o c k i n g b i r d  C h r o n i c l e s w w w . s p w r c . o r g

News a n d  N o te s

• A n Anonym ous D onor gave an 
outdoor barbecue grill to the Wildlife Cen
ter Ju ly 4th. I received a call from Low e’s 
Home Improvement and all that was required 
was for someone to pick it up. Thanks to Bran
don Best and Rob Lee for doing that, and to 
Ray Nitzschke for firing it up for the first time 
a few days later for a volunteer birthday cel
ebration!

• W e’re having new plaques made to 
identify each o f our wildlife ambassadors, 
and also a plaque for tire Rick Tennyson Me
morial Garden in the area adjacent to Am
bassador Row.

• Special thanks to Pat Estes who do
nated and installed a window air-condition
ing unit for our Animal D rop-O ff building. 
We’re most appreciative!

Jerry Dobbs

N a tu re  o f  A r t  W ra p  U p

O ur Third  A nnual “Nature o f  Art” 
fundraiser at Caprock Winery was another 
success, raising over $2,000.Board Member 
Beth Bartley was die driving force behind diis 
event reflecting the beauty o f the natural 
world through art. Thank you to the artists 
who participated to help make this event a 
success. Thanks to Mr. Richard Whittenburg 
and City Bank, and Caprock President Don 
Roark. Jerry Dobbs, pictured, made and do
nated bird houses that w ere auctioned or 
sold. Several were retained for our “Raptors 
on die Prairie Conference” in November.

“ S ie r ra ”

Sierra was diagnosed widi aspergillosis last 
year in 2005, but it was caught in time and he 
was treated with antifungal agents. Aspergillo
sis can be difficult to diagnose since die signs 
o f the disease mimic those o f a num ber of 
odier illnesses, especially in die chronic fonn. 
An infected bird can succumb to asper any
where in time from two days to a week. Sadly, 
only about 25% o f patients recover. This 
time, Sierra had symptoms less dian a week 
before he succumbed to die disease.

“ Raptors on the Prairie” 
C onference U pdate

The current newsletter may or may not be 
distributed prior to the Novem ber 11-12 
“Raptors on the Prairie” Conference held in 
Lubbock and hosted by the Wildlife Reha
bilitation Center. As diis issue goes to press, 
attendees are coming from diirteen states. It’s 
an opportunity for learning, and presentations 
are offered by veterinarians, wildlife biolo
gists, permit administrators and scientists. 
W e’ll have a com plete update and list our 
sponsors in our winter issue.

Joanna Rogers,
Y ou ’ ll be M issed

Jo an n a Kathryn Rogers, one o f our 
youngest volunteers, helped out at die Wild
life Center for three years during the time 
she was a student at Lubbock High School. 
Joanna suddenly went missing May 4, 2004. 
She was 16 at the time. O n O ctober 24th, 
2006, her body was found. We grieve with 
Kadiy and Jo e  Bill, Joanna’s parents. They 
said Joanna is finally home and express dieir 
dianks for all die support diey received.

Those purple slips...

Hundreds o f  p ieces o f  inform ation 
(purple donation slips, cash, checks, supplies) 
are processed every day for six mondis dur
ing our busiest period. We also admit many 
hundreds o f animals from spring through 
September. I try to personally answer every 
gift in a timely manner, but it’s easy to fall 
behind in a hurry and some diings inevitably 
slip through the cracks. If your name was in
advertently omitted, let m e know  - it’ll ap
pear in the next issue.

E d u c a t io n

Rob Lee and “Bubo” present a program 
for the Range and Wildlife Club at Tech

Katie Allen
Summer volunteer Katie Allen took to 

songbird rehabilitation like a duck to water. 
She had a Bachelor o f Arts from Texas Tech 
and is in her second year in the Masters of 
Public Administration program. She came 
to our house several times a w eek as her 
schedule permitted and fed and helped care 
for all the baby birds. On her last day my 
husband asked if she gained anything from 
tire experience o f working widi me. Her re
ply was instantaneous: “Oh yes -  diis gives a 
whole new meaning to feeding baby birds. I 
had no idea there would be so many of diem 
and that they’d all be hungry all the time!” 
Right now Katie’s enjoying some California 
sun with boyfriend Jo n  Jackson . Special 
thanks to Jon  for talcing what was in my head 
and coming up with a logo for die tee shirts 
for our Raptor Conference.
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T h a n k  y o u  f o r  S u p p lie s !

A special Thank You to PetsMait for their 
help with our Llano fundraiser last May. 
PetsMart was inadvertently omitted in our 
last quarterly.

Thanks for Supplies: to the Texas Asso
ciation o f 4-H Agents for paper supplies, 
baby food, kitchen necessities, food, and 
hand sanitizer; to Dr. and Mrs. Charles 
Shields; Wanda Heintze; United Grocery at 
82nd & Boston; Kathy Wynne of Crestwood, 
KY for books; Mark and D ebbie Craig; 
Willie Haragan; Albert Johnson , Wichita 
Falls, TX; B eb e  and Art McCaslancl, Big 
Spring, TX  for many supplies; Dorothy 
B odden o f Lubbock and daughter Beth 
Bodden Hickman, The Colony, TX.

Thanks also to Lisa M etzler o f San 
Marcos for two cages; Julie Andrews for diy 
and canned cat food. Thanks to Mike and 
D ebbie Craig for sheets and food. Robin 
Parks brought scratch pads and linens, and 
D eborah Shropshire donated bedding. 
Thanks to Suzanne Evans and Lois Wallace 
o f Wolfforth, TX  for dog beds and to Mark 
Merrill for dog food.

Thanks to Nancy Paton for goat’s milk 
and to Edible Arrangements for donations 
o f fruit for our animals. Thanks to Dennis 
McDaniel of Wolfforth for buying us an elec
tric knife for all die meat that has to be cut 
up.

Thanks to Red River Commodities for 
birdseed bells. Thanks to D on Parks and 
Parks Printing for a great job  on the news
letter printing.

Thank you for services: Gafford Broth
ers, Gene and D eb Ortiz; Jay  Reichard and 
Shirley Ryle, Big Spring, TX; Thanks also to 
Dr. Dorothy Tinkler for her administrative 
help during die fall.

Thanks to Pat Hams for bringing drinks 
to our volunteers, and for all she does as our 
C.P.A., Board Treasurer and Friday volun
teer!

T h e  M o c k i n g b i r d  C h r o n i c l e s

T h a n k  Y o u  to  o u r  
K e y s to n e  D o n o rs

In architecture, a keystone is die central 
stone at die summit o f an arch, locking ev
erything togedier. Pennsylvania, my home 
state, is nicknamed, “The Keystone State.” 
In biology, keystone species are species like 
Prairie Dogs on which odier species count 
on to make dieir living, and on which an eco
system depends upon for its lifeblood.

Our Keystone Donors are those people 
diat take time every month to send us a do
nation on which otiiers depend . Below  are 
our donors who presendy offer die Wildlife 
Center a sustained financial commitment to 
our cause of helping wildlife:

Carre Avian
Joyce Badger
Karen Bosscher
Lisa and Travis Bmster
AJ and Cindy Burkes, Denver City TX
Albert Johnson, Wichita Falls, TX
Joyce Komkov
Tom McLaughlin
Davis Melton
William and Deanna Schwaitze 

P lease n ote:
All year-end gifts, Memorials and 

donations must be received by 
Thursday, November 30 ,2006

to be included in the year-end 
quarterly issue. My goal is to take die 
newsletter to our printer on or before 

Monday, December 4th, 2006

“Life is no b rief candle to me. It is a sort o f  splendid torch w hich I  have got hold o f  
fo r  the moment, and I  want to make it bum  as brightly as possible before handing it 
on to fu tu re generatiotis. ..........................................................George Bernard Shaw

9

“Yeah, Baby Season is over, but spring 
of 2007 will be here before you know it!”

Acknow ledgm ents
If your check arrived after October 28di, 

it will be acknowledged in our next quarterly 
newsletter.

$2.646.23
Llano Estacado Animal Preservation Park 
(Mr. Rick Cohen, Treasurer)

$2.000.00
Mr. Dennis McDaniel, Wolfforth, TX 

$1000.00
Gail and Larry Barnes
Texland Petroleum, Levelland (Main office
Fort Worth, TX)

$300.00
Dr. and Mrs. David Close
Miniaturists o f Lubbock (Julian Biggers,
Treasurer)

$200.00-$300.00
Anonymous Gift
Mary and John Gillas
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Shields
Debbie and Don Smith, Lubbock (Bowman
Lumber)
Harold and Marion Weisberg, Bloomfield 
Hills, MI

C o n tin u e d  o n  fo llo w in g  p a g e ...
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Acknow ledgm ents
Thanks to everyone who supports our efforts. We appreciate 
every penny, and be assured that it goes directly to the treatment, 
care and housing of the wild animals entrusted to us.

A ck n o w led g m en ts, co n tin u e d  

$100.00-$199.00
R.C. and Linda Durante, Amarillo, TX
Suzanne Evans
Janie and Sonny Flores
Margaret Gates, Artesia, NM
Jerry and Ann Hartman, Plains, TX
Mike Moore, Big Spring, TX
Outdoor Women’s Network (Terri Squyres)

$$0.00-$99.00
Dr. Suman Ahuja 
Bill and Moiselle Bruns 
D ebbie Carter 
Alice Dalton 
Janie and Glenn Forister 
Beth Hart
Dr. and Mrs. D on Hegi & Animal Care 
Clinic
Suzy Henson
Karen Holman, M.D., Amarillo, TX
Susan and Roy Kauffman, Levelland, TX
Nancylynn and Mark Klym, Bastrop, TX
Joyce and David Knaff
Juanice Myers
Lafem Pearson
Louis Rocha, Slaton, TX
Kenneth and Lisa Stewart
Dillard and Jane Waddle
Margot Walker, Ransom Canyon, TX
Richard and Sophia Wilde
Kathy Wynne, Crestwood, KY

$30.00 $49.00
Jane Moisen Brewer 
Mike Gallagher 
Janis Gailey 
Gloria Gammill 
Blanch Guenat
Craig and Marianne Hancock
Pat Higginson
Dwayne Johnson
Robin Hinn and David Meekins,
Wolfforth, TX
Helen and Willard Minnis
L. Gay Payne
Connie and Michael Pesina 
Leslie Preston, Cleburne, TX 
Kara and Richard Rosen

$30.00 - $49.00 continued
Darren and Dana Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Carlton Whitehead
Lisa Whittenberg
Jody Lynn Williams
Lesa Wood

$23.00
Dana Zin Arnett
Judith and Edward Barkowsky
Veronica Barrera
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Bethea
Susan and Gary Bishop
Kyle and Meagan Bodine
Tausha and Doug Brock, Lamesa, TX
Jackie Cantrell
Jon  Clack
Lorri and Jerem y Clark 
Sally and David Conroy 
Brahm ComwellKristy Rae Dawson, 
Whiteface, TX
Mark Webb and Virginia Downs 
Johnny and Linda Essary 
Marc Farmer 
Lulayne and Lee Ferris 
Linda Fleece
Belinda Goode, Happy, TX 
Diana Gray
Morrie and Pat Hartman
Steven Hill
Tyla Holsomback
Margie and Fritz Jakobsm eier
Larry and Karen Johnson, Levelland, TX
Lois and Richard Kroeker, Levelland, TX
Karen and Carmon McCain
Barbara McDougal
Linda and Jimmy McDowell
Erik Velez and Jennifer Medina
Melissa Medlin
Beth Nickels
Dr. and Mrs. Jimmy Owens 
DeEdrah Perry 
Jeanie Quest
Gwen and Earnest Rennels
Nancy Riches
Tonya and Rusty Schoepf
Karen Sharp, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
Jane Schwartz, Manteca, CA
Ryan Smothers

$2$.00 continued
Dr. and Mrs. Malcolm Thomas 
Louise Whatley 
Felicia Young

$20.00
Mollie and Alton Abbott 
Kathy Bailey 
Jennifer Bard 
Whitney Beach 
Marie and Chad Carlisle 
Shari and John Cobb 
Steve Couch 
Janell Davis
Susan Day, Andrews, TX 
Angie and Daniel Dorsch 
Cecelia Eckert, Slaton, TX 
Todd and Stacy Foster 
Dana Gamble 
Bill and Judy Grisham 
Susan Haefner 
R. W. and Bobby Hansen 
Doug Haynes
Beth Bodden Hickman, Tire Colony, TX
Valerie Komkov Hill
Ashley Hoffman
Linda Hogan
Matt Jackson
Stephen Kasper
Kevin and Diane King
Sandra Knipstein
Taryn Mathews
Andrea McCaut
Robin Hinn and David Meekins
Gina Mojica
T.R. Neumann
Carol Perry
Connie and Michael Pesina
Raela Qualls
Patricia Ryan
Keny Sessions
B eit Shropshire, Ralls, TX
Jane Stuart
Johnnie Taylor
Doloras and Tommy Watts, Snyder, TX 
Barbara Werden 
Cheryl Anne Whitely 
Julie Wilson
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Adopting a W ildlife Am bassador Helps Pay for its Annual Care

P ercy, far right $50  
A m . W hite P elican

Each $40
B ubo 2, right 

G reat H orned O wl 
B obby, far right 

Bobcat

Hootie, right $35
Burrowing Owl 

R icky, next right $35
Albino Raccoon 

Harris, center $30
Harris’s Hawk 

O llie, next right $30
M. Free-tailed Bat 

Festus, far right $30
Turkey V ulture

S hadow, right $35 
Barred Owl 

Maddie , far right $30 
A merican Kestrel

Your Name

E mpress far right $40 
P eregrine Falcon

Grace, right $40 
G ray Fox

Jasper, far right $35 
Common Barn Owl

Each

Louie, right 
Eastern Screech 

Athena, far right 
Eastern Screech

Owl

Owl

O rganization or G roup

A ddress

C ity, State, Z ip Phone

□  Total amount enclosed $_

□  Membership amount $_

□  Adoption o f_____________

Amount $__________

□  Adoption o f_____________

Membership levels: ♦  Millennium Member$5000 ♦  Life Member$1000 ♦  Benefactor$500 ♦  Patron $1&81̂ U§u^'porting'Member $50 ♦  
♦  Organization or Group $30 ♦  Family Membership $25 ♦  Individual Membership $20 ♦

□  Gift O Gift In memory of _

□  Membership amount $_

□  Adoption o f__________

□  Adoption o f__________

□  Gift □  Gift In memory of _

Amount $_ 

Amount $_

□  Membership amount $_

□  Adoption o f__________

□  Adoption o f__________

Amount $_ 

Amount $_

Please acknowledge to (Name) _ 

(Addr)_____________________

Please acknowledge to (Name) _ 

(Addr) ___ __________________

♦  Please make checks payable to SPWRC ♦  Send to: SPWRC ♦  c/o Carol Lee ♦  3101 77th Street ♦  Lubbock, TX 79423 »Thank you ♦
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This November w e’re hosting a celebration o f the birds o f 
prey on the Texas south plains and prairies.

The “R aptors o n  th e P rairie” C onference N ovem ber 11- 
12th, 2006, brings together rap tor rehabilitators, wildlife bi
ologists, falconers, veterinarians and others w ho have expertise 
in toxicology, ornithology, wildlife law enforcem ent and vet
erinary m edicine -  all draw n together by a com m on denom i
nator: alove for raptors -  those m agnificent predatory birds 
that inspire awe and fascination in us.

Since the new sletter m ay not be distributed before the con
ference gets underway, we’ll have an entire wrap-up in the next 
issue.

Meanwhile, thanks to everyone w ho stepped up to the plate 
to do an informative presentation and to everyone who helped 
in  som e big o r sm all w ay to m ake this event a success.

Pictured is ou r first G reat H orned Owl, “Bubo,” w ho w as 
w ith us for m any years.

The picture w as taken by Dr. Louis MitchelL
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