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Letter from the Director

D ream s C om ing  T ru e  T h a n k s  to  
O ve rw h e lm in g  G e n e ro s ity

This year more 
than any other, 
people responded 
to our appeal for 

donations with small or large gifts when they 
brought wildlife to us. Cash donations rang
ing from one dollar to one-hundred dollars 
were placed in our donation box. Newsletter 
space prohibits the acknowledgement of each 
and every gift of one, five or ten dollars, but 
these contributions are also very much appre
ciated, and add up in a hurry to help buy food, 
supplies, and pay the bills.

We had a record number of owls this sum
mer, and the year is far from over. Mice were 
a significant expense because for most owl 
species that’s what much of their natural diet 
consists of. Utility costs are also significant. 
Incubators, heating pads, heat lamps, a com
puter, stove, refrigerator and freezer are ne
cessities. Air conditioning in the kitchen and 
an evaporative cooler in the main building 
make volunteers’ jobs bearable.

2003’s project was a large flight cage 16 
feet high to condition our birds of prey before 
release. Last years’ plan was to build a forty- 
foot outdoor pond and landscape it with na
tive plants and wildflowers. Part of the outer 
wall is joined to form the back of our outdoor 
amphitheater. Made of all natural stone, the 
stadium type seating here accommodates 70 
adults or 100 children. This area and the flag
stone stage are each separately covered and can 
be used for programs almost year round.

One of two interim projects was to replace 
the wire on our raptor building because the 
vinyl coated wire proved unsatisfactory. This 
was completed last month. The only other task 
that will be undertaken before the barn reno
vation commences will be to replace our old 
stable. It remains in use, but the dirt floor 
floods during heavy rain. We’re awaiting a 
contractor’s bid on this structure, and construc
tion will hopefully be in progress soon, so we 
can utilize this building again next spring, 
(more on page 7.)

We couldn’t keep our doors open without 
the generous support of South Plains resi
dents, others from around the state and some
times beyond. Each year our census climbs 
and so do expenses. Gasoline is high, and will 
likely stay that way. All our resources go to
ward the animals and into improving our fa
cility. We have a nest egg growing in a savings 
account that will eventually be large enough 
to start the planned modifications to our three- 
story barn. With architectural plans virtually 
complete, the barn- when finished- will be the 
location for all rehabilitation activities, and the 
pot of gold at the end of our rainbow.

We could never have done any of this with
out the support of so many individuals who 
share our passion for wildlife, our vision for a 
rehabilitation facility that can provide an ever- 
increasing demand for service, and who share 
our dream to renovate our barn.

Note regarding photos: One of my digi
tal picture memory cards was corrupt and un
fortunately I lost many excellent photos, 
including four of Jerry Dobbs who made bird- 
houses for us, photos of our JV  pizza party 
and of Will Heilman’s Eagle Scout project. 
Thanks to W ill’s folks for 
sending their pictures.

Since 2000 we’ve made significant progress. 
We built our present work building that year, 
replacing an old livestock barn. In 2001 we 
replaced our dilapidated outdoor aviary with 
a new one twice as large with thirteen rooms. 
In 2002 we built an arc-shaped building to 
house our permanent education raptors.

H ig h lig h ts  In T h is  Issue:

Nature o f Art Event....p. 3
A  Little H istory..........p. 4
Eagle Scout Projects ...p. 5 
Owls and More Owls.... p.6
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V o lu n te e r  S p o t l ig h t

David Knape was bom in San Antonio, 
Texas, and calls it home. He’s also lived in 
Houston, Austin and now Lubbock, here in 
West Texas. David’s career was with Nabisco, 
Inc. for thirty-five years as a District Manager, 
but he retired about a year ago and is thoroughly 
enjoying retirement. He says, “I finally have 
time to do some of the things I always wanted 
to do but never had time for.” His interests 
and hobbies are writing especially poetry - and 
wildlife, gardening, drawing, and reading. He’s 
been reading biographies o f Henry David 
Thoreau and JohnJames Audubon. David also 
loves history of the early West, early explorers 
and mountain men. He also likes to “explore 
places that no one else uses... little comers and 
patches of wilderness at the edge of the city.” 
At the Wildlife Center David is the primary 
grounds keeper, seeing that the grass is always 
beautifully mowed and trimmed. He also does 
many odd jobs and works with our handyman 
Everett Herman. David also volunteers for the 
local Llano Estacado Audubon Society and is 
chairman of the Nature Trail there, “perhaps 
the most unique place in Lubbock!”

David and Paula have been married for 35 
years and have 3 children - one in Dallas, one 
in Boston, and one still at home.

“I love all things that have to do with Natu
ral History and believe that more wilderness 
areas and wildlife need to be protected and pre
served for future generations!”

You’re invaluable, David, and thank you for 
keeping the Wildlife Center’s property in such 
fine condition!................................................Ed.

T h e  M o c k i n g b i r d  C h r o n i c l e s

Do Some Early-Bird Holiday 
Shopping at the Caprock Winery 

During our Second Annual 
Nature of Art Event

Eighteen artists will display their many tal
ents at our Second Annual Nature of Art event. 
It will be held at the Caprock Winery the week
end of October 8-9. On Saturday artists will be 
at the winery from 10 AM - 8 PM, and on Sun
day the hours are 11 AM - 4 PM. There will be 
ongoing art demonstrations. Media represented 
includes oil painting, wood sculpture, gourd 
painting, watercolor, photography and pottery. 
Works will all have a nature-related theme. 
There’ll also be a Silent Auction of nature-re
lated items, and a number of decorative and 
functional birdhouses both for sale, and in the 
Silent Auction.

A big THANK YOU to Jerry Dobbs of 
Lubbock for making thirteen birdhouses for 
this event! See page 4 for more about Jerry!

While you browse or shop, there will be 
food by Sheridan’s Custard, Rocky Mountain

Chocolate Factory (including chocolate cov
ered strawberries), German Kettle Popcorn 
and Durango’s Mexican food.

Make a day of it Saturday, and stop by 
Llano Estacado Winery too, where their an
nual “Grape Day” will be going on. Our Ca
prock event is FREE and open to the public.

A big THANK YOU to our sponsors: City 
Bank o f Lubbock, Well Body Natural Foods, 
Lubbock Electric Company and Ince Insur
ance Agency

Thanks also to our Nature of Art Com
mittee: Beth Bardey, Gad Perry, Shirley Ryle, 
Deborah Bearden and Carol Patterson.

V is it  G u id e s ta r .o rg

Guidestar.org is the leading source of in
formation on U.S. nonprofits. It provides a 
searchable database of more than 1.5 million 
IRS-recognized nonprofit organizations. The 
South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation Center in 
Lubbock is one of the listed organizations and 
our IRS Form 990 is available. The IRS pro
vides this form to Guidestar. At present, our 
990 is listed for 2003. Our 990 Form for 2004 
was recently submitted by our accountant, Pat 
Harris, and will be available on their web site 
soon.

Bird Band Recovery Information

During the summer of 2004 Dr. Clint Boal 
banded many of our fledgling Blue Jays prior to 
release. In mid-August, friend Jill Haukos called 
to report a banded jay hanging out around their 
back yard pond, only a few blocks from the 
Wildlife Center. It apparently was ill, and sub
sequently died. She reported the band number 
to Clint, and we learned later that it was indeed 
a jay raised at the Wildlife Center. It was nice to 
get a band recovery, and that one of our jays 
survived for over a year. Of course many may 
survive far beyond that, but in this case it was 
interesting that the bird stayed close to its 
original home base.

In the case of jays I’ve released from home 
this year, at least sixteen are still coming back for 
handouts ten weeks later. They don’t fly off when 
I approach, and a few still fly onto my shoulder. 
Only one that I know of got hurt post-release 
and later died. It was able to fly back home to 
me, but despite caging it again and starting antibi
otic treatment immediately, it died of an infection 
several weeks later, most likely from a puncture 
wound on it’s shoulder from a cat Please call the 
Center at 806 799-2142 if you find a bird with a 
leg band.

E d u c a tio n  P rog ram s
Because of our workload, few education programs 
are presented over the summer, and this year was 
no exception. By early September, 1895 state and/ 
or federally protected animals have been cared 
for. Manager Debbie Tennyson did one summer 
program for the Caprock Ambucs.

http://www.spwrc.org
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News and Notes A  L i t t le  H is to ry  an d  th e  L a d y  b e h in d  I t . . . .

Hurricane Katrina took a devastating toll on 
residents in and around the Gulf coast I was very 
concerned about a fellow wildlife rehabilitator there, 
Alison Sharpe. We transferred our little blind 
Screech owl, “Louie” from Alison about ten years 
ago. She posted just before Katrina hit, knowing 
they’d lose power. Finally after almost a week, an
other rehabilitator was able to contact Alison and 
learned she was all right, but her house was gone 
and she’d been hit on the head with debris. Never
theless, we were thankful she and at least some of 
her animals survived the brutal hurricane.

* Thanks to our volunteer and handyman 
Everett Herman, who bought and donated 
supplies for one of his projects at the Wildlife 
Center. Thanks for all you do for the Center!

* Thanks to Ed and Kay Sones of Cedar 
Park, Texas, for help transporting several 
birds to us from other areas in Texas as they 
passed through Lubbock again this year on 
vacation.

* Kellie Mulcahy, daughter o f volunteer 
Peggy Mulcahy, sold candy bars and soft drinks 
during their garage sale, and donated $5.25 to 
the Wildlife Center. Thanks, Kellie!

* We’re told that Trumpeter Swan “H99” 
that we cared for continues to do well up north!

Jim and She r r i  Mason  share 
th e  i r  Ann ive rsa ry  wi th Wi ldl i fe!

Long time supporters Jim and Sherri Ma
son celebrated their 38th wedding anniversary 
in August. They asked their friends to make a 
contribution to the Wildlife Center in lieu of 
gifts. Neighbors and friends Audre Lipscomb, 
Dr. Jimmie and Kathryn Reeves, and even 
Jim and Sherri made a monetary contribution. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Darden donated a gift card 
from PetsMart. We sincerely thank you all for 
your thoughtfulness!

Visit igive.com. It’s free and easy to use. 
You can designate the Wildlife Center to re
ceive a portion of the proceeds from your pur
chases. Brand name stores include Barnes and 
Noble, Dell, Land’s End, Office Max and hun
dreds of others. We’ve received a check from 
them, too!

One of my earliest inspirations in the field 
o f wildlife rehabilitation was a wonderful 
woman by the name of Midge Erskine from 
Midland, Texas. I’d read stories in the Lub
bock A-J in the mid-eighties about how she 
cared for wildlife - and, along with her hus
band Woody, fixed fractures and nursed ani
mals — especially birds — back to health. 
Ultimately I would meet her, but it would be 
years later. Midge’s rehab career spanned over 
25 years. In the mid 1970’s she became aware 
of the death toll to migratory birds from un
covered oil and gas waste pits in the Trans- 
Pecos area and elsewhere. Rob Lee was 
recendy reassigned to the Lubbock area with 
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 
and Midge contacted him. She stood up to 
the oil companies despite threats, and the 
poisoning of her dog. Rob spearheaded the 
federal investigation into the uncovered oil 
pits. It was an uphill batde, and one that re
ceived national attention. The Texas Legacy 
website with her March 2001 interview states, 
“From a decade’s investigation with the 
USFWS, it’s estimated that two million birds 
are killed annually by oil field wastewater, and

Midge Erskine

the threat was found in sixteen states, involv
ing over 30 oil companies. While these losses 
are easily and cheaply avoided with nets and 
frames across waste pits, storing waste in 
sealed tanks, or using waste to re-inject and 
recover more petroleum, she found great re
sistance by the regulated (oil) industry.”

A Texas Monthly magazine article during 
that period called her “One Tough Bird.” 
What a compliment! Midge was an inspira
tion to me, and she still is. We were all de
lighted when she came to Lubbock last month 
to come to the Prairie Festival and took the 
time to bring her two friends out to visit the 
Wildlife Center. It was an emotional reunion 
for us both. We can thank her perseverance 
and Rob’s dedication to wildlife law enforce
ment to changing the way the waste pits are 
now managed nationwide. Ted Williams, Na
tional Audubon magazine columnist, spent a 
weekend here with Rob some years ago out 
in the oil fields researching Ted’s column 
about the deadly pits, titled “Fatal Attraction.”

P u rp le  M a rtin  L a n d lo rd  
J e r ry  D o b b s

Jerry Dobbs read my July newspaper col
umn about Purple Martins. When he brought 
the birdhouses he made for our fundraiser, 
he brought photos of his Martins. According 
to the Purple Martin Conservation Associa
tion, over one million residents in North 
America erect housing for these birds. Not 
everyone attracts them.

Martins are extremely picky when it comes 
to real estate and all the conditions and the 
house itself must be just right. They need un
obstructed aerial space around the residence, 
and trees near their house shouldn’t be taller 
than 40-60 feet. Ideally, Purple Martin quar
ters should be within 30-100 feet of a human 
structure - the birds seem to know that the 
closer they are to people, the less likely they 
are to be disturbed by predators. Obviously, 
Jerry is doing everything just right!

http://www.spwrc.org
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5 5 th  a n d  36th  E a g le  S c o u t P ro je c ts  
C o m p le te d  o r  a re  U n d e rw a y

Will Heilman was a Junior Volunteer for 
the past three years. This year he’ll be a senior 
at Lubbock High School. He’s in Troop #536 
and Dale Blevins is Scoutmaster. For a career

Will Heilman leveling the gravel for his
outdoor Eagle Scout project

Will would like to enter a wildlife conser
vation field or environmental management. 
On August 20th, Will and fellow Scouts gath
ered at the Center to start Will’s Eagle project: 
extending die gravel walkway from Ambas
sador Row to the outdoor amphitheater and 
modifying that area to accommodate two 
benches and an eagle sculpture (see follow
ing article). Will buried an eagle feather to 
symbolically honor their project at the site 
before the project commenced. Scouts then 
installed metal edging, weed barriers, then 
leveled and packed the gravel.

We thank Will’s parents, Pam and Ed 
Heilman for a contribution of $200.00 to
ward supplies for Will’s project, and also to 
landscape architect Tom Boudreau for his 
help with supplies.

Our own Bronze Eagle 
Soon t o Land!

Soon the beautiful bronze Golden Eagle, 
sculpted and donated by Lubbock artist Jim 
Eppler, will be placed in the area that Will 
Heilman and fellow scouts helped create. Ar
tisan Steve Teeters will make a boulder for 
the eagle to perch on, and this will provide a 
relaxed place outdoors for volunteers to sit 
and enjoy a break.

Cameron Jones kneels behind ten of his 
Barn Owl and Kestrel Boxes

Lubbock High sophomore Cameron Jones 
completed his Eagle Scout project on August 
27th. He and fellow Scouts made fifteen Barn 
Owl and American Kestrel nesting boxes. 
Cameron is in Troop 157, and his Scoutmas
ter is David Bentley. Cameron aspires to be
come a musician. His parents are Sandra and 
Donald Jones. His wooden nest boxes will be 
distributed to landwoners who hope to attract 
these beneficial raptors to their property, and 
one or more will be retained to put on the 
Wildlife Center property. Thanks, Cameron, 
for a great Eagle Scout project!

Eagle Scout candidate Zac Patterson will 
be making some cages for us to use for rais
ing songbirds next year. Zac is a ninth grader 
at Ed Irons Junior High School. Zac’s Scout
master is David Bittner. He and his mother 
Sherry moved here this summer from the east, 
and they like Lubbock very much. Thanks, 
Zac, your cages will be most useful in the fu
ture!

R e g a rd in g  H o lid a y  
G if ts . . .

Administratively speaking, December is 
the Wildlife Center’s busiest month. Many in
dividuals choose the Center as the recipient 
for year-end gifts, and it takes time to process 
the paperwork. In an effort to print and dis
tribute our quarterly newsletters on time, we 
ask that all donations, adoptions, Memorials 
and gifts reach me no later than Saturday, 
November 26th, two days after Thanksgiving 
for inclusion in the December issue. Hope
fully this will allow the newsletter to be com
pleted and taken to the printer around 
December 1 st, so it can be mailed before the 
Holidays. Thank you for your cooperation. We 
want to be sure that all gifts are acknowledged 
promptly to recipients in time for Christmas.

G o o d -B y e  to  o u r  J u n io r  
V o lu n te e rs !

On August 12th we hosted a pizza party 
lunch for our Junior Volunteers on their fi
nal day at the Wildlife Center. We thank 
Michael Pauda, store manager at the 82nd 
Street Papa John’s Pizza for giving us a sig
nificant discount on pizzas. JV  Nick Isett had 
the highest number of hours with approxi
mately 400. Runners up were Sarah Vaughn 
and Donnie Waldrip. We appreciate the help 
of all these fine young people this summer. 
Unfortunately, photos from this event were 
also lost.

M in ia tu r is ts  o f  L u b b o c k

The Miniaturists of Lubbock will host their 
miniature displays the weekend of October 
1-2 at the Garden and Arts Center at 44th and 
University. Saturday hours are 10-5, and Sun
day 12-5 PM. Admission is $2.00 for adults. 
In addition to the room full of miniature 
houses and rooms, there will also be items 
for sale.

The group will donate their proceeds to 
the Wildlife Center again this year and also to 
Toys for Tots. We appreciate your support 
of our efforts for wildlife! We’ll update read
ers in December on this event.

http://www.spwrc.org


A  R e c o rd  Y e a r  
fo r  O w ls and 

M is s is s ip p i K ite s
The year 2005 was a record year for owl 

admissions at the Wildlife Center. By early 
September, we’ve admitted 110 owls from five 
different species. Here’s the breakdown:

* 73 Barn Owls
* 26 Great Horned Owls 

* 8 Burrowing Owls
* 2 Eastern Screech Owls
* 1 Northern Pygmy Owl

Two bowls of Barn Owl chicks 
in the incubator

Most of these owls were orphaned as a re
sult of habitat loss or human encroachment. 
This is particularly alarming, because the Com
mon Barn Owl is already endangered in at least 
twelve Midwestern states. Although the species 
is thriving in Texas right now, development of 
rural areas may be catastrophic down the road.

The owls came from as far away as Pinon, 
New Mexico, 246 miles from Lubbock. Owls 
also arrived from Abilene, Amarillo, Dalhart, 
Big Spring and surrounding areas. In mid Au
gust, seven Barn Owl eggs were found in a deer 
blind at Big Lake, Texas. They were brought 
to the Center and placed in an egg incubator, 
and carefully watched over by our owl-mom, 
Gail Barnes. Five of the eggs hatched, and three

survived and are thriving.

It’s also been a great year for the Missis
sippi Kite, and we admitted a record 59, 
mosdy orphaned youngsters. Released from 
the property so they can return for back up 
feedings, they are also doing well, still hang
ing around in early September. They will ul
timately join the other wild kites in the area, 
and their instinct to migrate will kick in. It’s 
one of the highlights of the summer watch
ing them all soar around the property and sit 
in the trees and on the buildings as they per
fect their hunting and flying skills.

An immature Bald Eagle is recovering af
ter being hit by a car in the Dallas area. The 
bird sustained head trauma and was tempo
rarily blind, but he’s growing stronger by the 
day, and release is expected.

We also raised our first Turkey Vulture 
chick, and plans are made for his release with 
other TV’s at a Big Spring ranch where back 
up feeding will be provided.

A Mississippi Kite returns 
to the food plate

(Both Kite photos by 
Emmy Ulmschneider when she visited 

from Midland)

This Mississippi Kite sits on a mop!

U p d a t e  o n  I v o r y  B i l l e d  
W o o d p e c k e r

A Press Release from the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology on August 24th said, “After ana
lyzing more than 18,000 hours of recordings 
from the swampy forests of eastern Arkansas, 
researchers from the Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology at Cornell University say they have 
found sounds offering further evidence for the 
existence of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker. The 
sounds were recorded in the same area where 
the species was rediscovered in 2004.

“ R i t a , 1’ o u r  N e w e s t  B a t  
A m b a s s a d o r

“Rita” the Eastern Red Bat arrived in July 
from the Dallas-Fort Worth area with a wing 
injury. She’s not releasable and will be retained 
for education. She has long red fur that gets 
brushed daily. Rita eats mealworms and self 
feeds. In the wild she’s a loner, and lives in the 
trees. Call Gail at the Center for a bat program.



....Now Por Progress in other areas

We’ll soon be razing our old stable and re
placing it with a new structure. Last year, New 
Belgium Brewery in Colorado gave us 353,000 
toward this project. Recently we visited with a 
contractor and await a bid. This building will 
be used for kites, other birds, and other func
tions. We’re also continuing to plan renova
tion of the barn -  the BIG project. Architect 
Eldon Bennett worked closely with us over 
the last year as we developed the master de
sign for the first and second floors. The inside 
will be gutted. The barn presently has a dirt 
ground floor, some built in bird enclosures and 
wooden shelves. The finished product will have

Our three story barn ¡s also slated 
for major renovation

P ra ir ie  F e s tiva l -  A  D ay  
o f  Fun!

The 2nd Annual Prairie Festival August 27th 
was a fun day. Hosted by the Llano Estacado 
Audubon Society, its purpose was to promote 
awareness of the Prairie ecosystem and the

Nature is not only all that is visible to the 
eye —  it also includes the inner pictures of 
the soul....... Edvard Munch

Volunteer Brandon Best at 
Audubon’s Display Table

been well thought out by many people with 
input from our volunteers as well to provide 
the best in wildlife care and treatment. The first 
floor will be an enclosed intensive care area for 
birds or small mammals, a large kitchen and stor
age area, bathroom facilities and a conference 
room/library where we can hold volunteer 
meetings and Board meetdngs.The bam will be 
plumbed, insulated, and transformed into a 
beautiful building that is open, spacious, and 
eye appealing. Mr. Bennett’s own office build
ing was our inspiration with his use of lots of 
color, angled walls, curved bookcases, and par
titions that don’t go all the way to the ceiling, 
allowing for maximum natural light. It will all 
take time, but it’s our final goal, and we’re ex
cited about it!

“Petunia” the last baby songbird of 2005 
She’s a female Northern Cardinal

Visit our web site at spwrc.org

Gail Barnes holds “Jasper” the Barn Owl 
outdoors during the Prairie Festival

animals that the prairie supports. Wildlife 
Center volunteers participated and took sev
eral of our education birds. Thanks to all our 
volunteers who helped make the day a fun and 
successful one. Thanks also to Jill Haukos, Ellen 
McBride and others in the Llano Estacado 
Audubon Chapter for their hard work!

T h e  M o c k i n g b i r d  C h r o n i c l e sw w w . s w r c . o rS
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A d o p t io n s

* Isabel Cordero adopted “Louie”
* Jeffrey Cordero adopted “Fifi”
* Dr. and Mrs. Jim m y Owens adopted 

“Bobby,” “Grade” and “Ollie”
* Sarahlee and William Morris adopted 

“Grade.”
* Linda and Luddy Fans adopted “Bobby.”
* Mr. Ralph M. Carter adopted “Harris”
* Malcolm McLaughlin Julie Lamirande of 

H erndon, V irg in ia , adopted “H ootie .” 
Malcolm’s dad is our great volunteer Tom 
McLaughlin, a retired mathematician from 
Texas Tech University.

* Nancy and Arnold O’Clair of Lorenzo, 
Texas, adopted “Ricky” and “Fifi” in Memory 
of their pets, “Pookie” and “Charlie”

* Kellie M ulcahy adopted “R icky” in 
memory of “Chica” the hamster.

* Albert Johnson, Jr. and Cynthia Baldwin 
of Wichita Falls adopted “Empress.”

* Christine and Calvin Carter of Abernathy, 
Texas, adopted “C.C.”

In Memory  o f  Mary  C a r t e r

A  touching note accompanied Christine

Carter’s adoption check, one she allowed me 
to share with readers: “Calvin’s mother Mary 
passed away in February. We had adopted a 
few of your animals for her as gifts for her 
birthday and Mother’s Day. She loved receiv
ing the adoption packets, reading information 
about her new “adoptee” and receiving her 
Mockingbird Chronicles. I’m not sure that we 
ever gave her gifts that she enjoyed more. 
When she passed away, die photos of her 
adopted animals were still framed and hang
ing in her dining room. We thought you’d 
like to know that your adoption program not 
only benefits your wonderful organization, 
but also benefits those who choose to adopt.”

I never had the opportunity to meet Mary 
Carter, but felt that I knew her. Whenever 
she made a donation, she always wrote a nice 
letter about how happy she was to be able to 
help. She was fortunate to have such loving 
family members..............................................Ed.

M em o ria ls

Jerry and Jean Koch of Lubbock gave a 
Memorial donation in memory of “Mother 
Goose” and “Buddy.” This acknowledgement 
was unfortunately missed in the last issue.

Nancy and Arnold O’Clair of Lorenzo, 
Texas adopted “Ricky” and “Fifi” in Memory 
of their pets, “Pookie” and “Charlie”

A generous Memorial collection was taken 
up by friends and co-workers at Southwestern 
Bell in the name of Collette Crane and donated 
to the Wildlife Center. They wrote, “Although 
we were only able to share Colette for 5 years, 
she left us with a lifetime of laughs and memo
ries we will cherish forever.” Thank you to 
Robbie Smith and SBC co-workers for this gift 
in her name. Her husband Sloan Butler and her 
mother, Norma Robinson, were notified of this 
kindness.

Deborah Carter sent a donation for 
Ricky' and Bobby in the continued Memory of 
her mother, Mary R. Carter. Mary had adopted 
her two favorite mammals, and they hang on 
the wall at Deborah’s house. (See note from 
Christine Carter in the previous “Adoption” 
section).

Joann Neal made a Memorial contribu
tion in the name of Jo  Daniel. Mrs. Ron 
McClendon was acknowledged per her request.

Inadvertently missed last time were two 
other Memorial donations in the name of Jo 
Daniel: Austin andjan Rose of Abilene, Texas, 
and Plains Capital Bank of Lubbock; Other 
Memorial gifts in Jo Daniels’ name included 
gifts from Adam and Mary Jane Scott, Fort 
Worth, Texas, and Jean Bruton, Fort Worth, 
Texas.

Memorial donations were also received 
for Stanley Warren Comiskey. Gifts were from 
the following: Roger and DeLyn Wolcott; 
Helen Cox; Thompson & Kerby, Attorneys At 
Law (George Thompson III, Darla Finney, 
David Kerby, Douglas Jacobsen, CPU)

Stanley Warren was bom August 2, 
1968. He had a great love of animals, art, mu
sic and Lady Raiders Basketball. Stanley died 
August 14th, 2005 Acknowledgments were sent

to his father James Comiskey of Lubbock. We 
thank the Comiskey Family for designating the 
Wildlife Center as their Memorial charity for 
gifts in Stanley Warren’s name.

Pamela Taylor of Ralls, Texas made a Me
morial donation in the name of Mary Jane 
Marusak. Acknowledgements were sent to the 
Clay Me Duff family in Spring Hill, Florida, 
the Mark McDuff family in Colora, Maryland 
and Chris and Kelleyjohnson of Louisville, KY

Dr. Don Hegi of the Animal Care Clinic 
in Lubbock sent a Memorial gift in the name 
of “Tator.” This was a beloved cat who lived 
for 17 years, and was the pet of Leigh, Joyce 
and Gerald Wilson.

Peggy Davis of Lubbock sent a Memorial 
donation in the name of Rebecca Slaughter, 
mother o f Dorothy Bodden of Lubbock. 
Dorothy’s daughter Beth Hickman is a former 
volunteer. (See “Where are they now?” p. 9 )

Young Peregrine Falcon Recovers 
after injury and surgery

Your Memorial Gifts help support birds like 
this falcon that had a pin placed in the humerus 
bone of his wing. This species was once en
dangered due to effects of the pesticide DDT.

http://www.spwrc.org
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W h ite -e a re d  H um m ingb ird  
Malees R are  A p p e a ra n c e  in 

L u b b o c k

White-eared Hummingbird
Photo and Story courtesy of Brandon Best

On the evening of July 14, I received a 
call from Jim  Crites, telling me he was pretty 
sure he had a White-eared Hummingbird in 
his yard. Twenty minutes later I was stand
ing in his driveway, camera in hand.

After five minutes, we heard the chip notes 
of a hummingbird, and I turned around to 
see him land on a branch just fifteen feet from 
me. He sat there for a minute, and let me get 
this photograph.

This bird is a male, born earlier this sum
mer, probably in the mountains of northern 
Mexico. He dispersed northward from his 
birthplace and eventually ended up at Jim ’s 
house. He was present for about a week, and 
then traveled on.

D o  y o u  know?
* That hummingbirds are the only birds 

that can fly backwards as well as forwards 
while they are hovering?

* A hummingbird must eat at least half its 
weight in food each day to fuel its energy 
needs?

* You should not use red food color in sugar 
water? The mix is 4 parts water to 1 part sugar. 
Replace every 2-3 days; keep feeders clean!

Where Are They Now?

B eth  Bodden started volunteering with 
us in 1993. She graduated from Texas Tech 
in 1997 with a B.S. in Agriculture and Com
munications and an M.S. in Entomology. She 
married Jeff Hickman on December 27th, 
1997. In 1998 the Hickmans moved to North 
Dakota. Her husband Jeff was a Major in the 
U.S. Air Force and flew a KC-135.

Last May, Beth started working with the 
Texas Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals where she’s the Education Man
ager and second in command for the educa
tion department in Texas. Her first big job 
was “Critter Camp” in June. It was two 
weeks of teaching ki ds about cats, dogs, birds, 
and bugs, her real passion. “ I can’t believe 
I’ll be getting paid to do something I would 
volunteer to do! The main shelter where I 
work is near a creek, surrounded by wildflow- 
ers, and cats and dogs...I never thought in a 
million years I would be this fortunate and 
happy, considering all I went through to reach 
this point in my career.” Beth’s loves besides 
Jeff are her cats, reading, and doing anything 
outdoors. Jeff left active duty last year and is 
now a member of the Oklahoma City guard.

D r. Thomas Freeman volunteered at 
the Wildlife Center around 1996. He first vol
unteered to use falconry techniques while he 
was a graduate student at Texas Tech Uni
versity. Thomas and his wife Caroline moved 
from Lubbock to Omaha, Nebraska in 1999 
and Thomas is now an assistant professor 
with the University of Nebraska Medical Cen
ter. Their son Benjamin, now four, was born 
there, and if  all goes well he’11 have a brother 
or sister sometime in January. The Freemans 
enjoy living in Omaha, but often miss friends 
and family who all live much too far away. 
Presently Thomas is applying for federal wild
life / conservation jobs.

Congratulations on your success and good 
luck in your job search, Thomas!

M o n th ly  b e n e fa c to rs

Carre Avian 
Travis and Lisa Bruster

A.J. and Cindy Burkes, Denver City, TX 
Barbara Vaughn Davis, Abilene, TX 

Joyce Komkov 
Joyce Lisenby 

Tom McLaughlin 
Dave Melton

William and Deanna Schwartze

We sincerely thank you one and all, for 
your past and present support of our efforts 
for wildlife!

C h ris tm a s  O p e n  H ouse

Mark your calendars for our annual Holi
day Open House on Saturday, December 17th, 
between 1-3 PM. We’ll have wine, soft drinks 
and festive hors d’oeuvres. You can meet our 
volunteers and take pictures of the animals, 
or bring something from our Wish List, al
ways on our web site at spwrc.org The pace 
is nothing like that of our June Open House, 
but offers visitors a chance to have a look be
hind the scenes during our slow season.

A  Note about 
Acknowledgements

In almost every newsletter I include a note 
saying that I may have inadvertently missed 
listing your donation. In the summer issue 
about a dozen gifts and Memorials were missed 
that were given to the Center. I know the num
ber of baby birds I was raising was one reason. 
In addition, the amount of data and names 
passing over my desk daily during the spring 
and summer quarter was almost overwhelm
ing.. My apologies to everyone who was not 
recognized in our summer issue.

If your gift arrived after September 1, it 
will be listed in our December quarterly news
letter. I try to stay on a Quarterly schedule 
(March, June, September and December) to 
get the newsletter to die printer as close to 
the first of the month as possible. The entire 
process until it reaches your mailbox make 
take two weeks or longer, especially if  you live 
outside of Lubbock.

http://www.spwrc.org
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A cknow ledgem ents
Thanks to everyone who supports our efforts. We appreciate every 
penny, and be assured that it goes directly to the treatment, care, housing 
and facility improvement of the wild animals entrusted to us.

$25,000.00
This generous gift was given by a  donor 
who wishes to — and will — remain 
anonymous

$2000.00
Partee Enterprises, Big Spring, Texas 
(unfortunately missed last issue!)

$500.00
Harold and Alline Jones 
John G. Taylor

$200.00
Dr. Jaye Cole (also missed last issue)

$150.00
Janell E. Davis
John and Mary Gillas
Ed and Kay Sones, Cedar Park, TX

$ 100.00 - $ 120.00
Dr. Joehassin and Julie Cordero
Wally Cushman
Ann Hamill, Levelland, Texas
Jerry and Jeanie Koch
Edward Lansing, San Benito, TX
Mia Diekemper Maddoux
Nancy Talley
Deanie and Terry7 Thrash

$50.00
Dr. Suman Ahuja and Sufray Mohammed 
Deborah Carter 
Janie and Glenn Forister 
Bonnie Gill
Shaun Krisher, Conyers, Georgia 
Lana and Lane McKinney, Shallowater 
Sarahlee and William Morris 
Joann Neal
Dr. and Mrs. Jimmy Owens 
Rene and Emily Ulmschneider, Midland, 
TX

Richard and Sophia Wilde

$30.00 - $40.00
John and Belinda Ashe
Elaine and Gregg Long, Houston, TX
L. Gay Payne
DeLyn Wolcot

$25.00
Dawn Ambrose
Cheryl and Dale Blevins
Paula and Mike Click, Brownfield, TX
William Coates
Jerry' and Barbara Dobbs
Bryan and Linda Dunn
Lisa Gilliland
Barbara Gradel
Jayne Haynes
Margie and Fritz Jakobsmeier 
Mira Jean Kauffman
Richard and Lois Kroeker, Levelland, TX
Diane Krumwiede and D.A. Laverie
Douglas and Cynthia Lampkin
Mary and Bill Lees
Audre B. Lipscomb
Mark Luchsinger
Ford and Kay Miller, Lorenzo, TX 
Michael Puentes 
Brandy Sanderson 
Silda Santos
Jeanette and Alvin Simek 
Kathy and Bill Skipper, Graham, TX 
Herschel Spears 
Tany^a Thomas
Margot Walker, Ransom Canyon, TX 
Diane Whisenand, Levelland 
Dr. John and Debbie Zak 
Bea Zeeck

$20.00
Rex Andrews
Dr. Michael and Kris Allen
Mike Ande
Elayne Banks
Lou Bruster, Spur, TX
Ralph M. Carter
William Coates
The Eudy Family, Levelland
Jim  and Sherri Mason Family
Jody and David McCauley
Diana McClendon
Drew Molligan
Beverly Odell
Marshall and Linda Paul
Amber Proctor, Brownfield, TX
Lisa Randolph
Dr. Jimmie and Kathryn Reeves 
Karla Schniers, Slaton, TX 
Shelley Stevens

$20.00. continued
Carol Turner, Wolforth, TX
Louise Whatley
DeLyn Wolcott
Mr. and Mrs. E. Zukaukas, Jr.

We apprecia te  the  supplies!
A big thank you to Bebe and Art McCasland 

of Big Spring, Texas, for about 1000 pounds 
of bird seed and 200 pounds of beef heart. 
Thanks also to: Deborah Masood for towels; 
Texas Tech Pharmaceutical Care & Infusion 
Center; Kris Langevin and Noel Murphy; Pat 
Franks (postage stamps); Beth Hickman and 
Dorothy Bodden (medical supplies); Vicki 
Sweetman (cage); Willie Haragan, (linens); Bill 
Van Pelt, Washington, D.C. (office supplies), 
and to Robin and Don Parks of Parks Printing 
for keeping us in notepads! Thanks also to 
Scarlett Reed for a 50- gallon aquarium, stand 
and set up. One of our volunteers did not get 
her address, so if  anyone knows how7 we can 
contact her to say thank you, please let us know! 
This will be a temporary7 home for any number 
of small birds, mammals or reptiles during a 
future stay with us.

http://www.spwrc.o
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Adopting a W ildlife Ambassador Helps Pay for its Annual Care
Each $50
S ierra, right

Golden Eagle 
Percy, far right 

Am. W hite Pelican

Each $40
Bubo 2, right 

Great Horned Owl 
Bobby, far right 

Bobcat

C.C., right 
$50

Golden Eagle 
Empress, far right 
$40

Peregrine Falcon

Gracie, right $40 
Gray Fox

Jasper, far right $35 
Common Barn Owl

Membership levels: ♦  Millennium Member $5000 ♦  Life Member $1000 ♦  Benefactor $500 ♦  Patron $100 ♦  Supporting Member $50 ♦
♦  Organization or Group $30 ♦  Family Membership $25 ♦  Individual Membership $20 ♦

Gift □  Gift In memory of □  Gift □  Gift in memory of

□  Membership amount $ □  Membership amount $

□  Adoption of Amount $ □  AdoDtlon of Amount $

□  Adoption of Amount $ □  Adoption of Amount $

Please acknowledae to (Name) Please acknowledge to (Namef

(Addr) (Addr)

i _^_Please_make checks payablejo SPW RC4 JtendJmSPWRC ^c/o_CaroJJ_ee^_3101_ 77th_Street ̂ L j ^ b M k ^ X J ^ ^ T h a n k  you ♦ _____ ,

O rganization or G roup

A ddress

C ity, State, Z ip

Hootie, right $35 
Burrowing Owl 

R icky, next right $35 
A lbino Raccoon 

Harris, center $30 
Harris’s Hawk 

Ollie, next right $30 
M. Free-tailed Bat 

Festus, far right $30 
T urkey V ulture

Each $30
F ifi, right

Striped Skunk 
Maddie, far right 

American Kestrel

Each $25
Louie, right 
Eastern Screech Owl 
Athena, far right 
Eastern S creech Owl

□  Total amount enclosed

□  Membership amount

□  Adoption o f________

Amount $__________

□  Adoption of 

Amount $__

http://www.spwrc.org


Almost all the little birds I raised this summer are now own their own. There’s still a
flock of jays, robins, doves and mocking
birds that return for handouts. The jays 
are among the hardest to wean, staying 
around for many weeks - and even 
months - after release. I don’t put food 
outdoors as often, but our front and back 
yard is still their home base. The birds all 
return periodically, maybe to reassure me 
they’re getting along w ell.. .some with a 
bug, berry, sunflower seed or nut in tow.
They forage in the ground for goodies, 
and take off abruptly if  startled. They’ve
all survived three heavy rainstorms, and now have many of the skills necessary to sur
vive on their own. It’s the very best I could do for them, and I’m richly rewarded as the 
jays now flaunt all their new bright adult plumage. The mockingbirds are grown up, too, 
and have long sleek tail feathers. The doves I raised lost their fuzz, and the robins’ 
spotty bellies are now a beautiful deep red. The work was definitely worth it, and I don’t 
consider my job a thankless one. Not only do I get an intimate glimpse into the lives of 

all my tiny charges, I’m able to follow (heir development from their artificial nests in the incubator to outdoor cages and their ultimite 
release. I’m able to witness, and most of all be part of, their individual lives once they’re free, and back in the wild where they belong. 
A t the end o f Septem ber, five youngsters rem ain: a fem ale card inal, two Inca Doves and two M ourning Doves.
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