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B
it  isn’t the first 
time our summer 
newsletter is late. By 
the time spring ar
riv es, no m atter 
how “caught up” I 
am, the deluge of baby birds hits like a bolt of 
lightning. I do sign on for it every spring and 
summer for the past twenty years, so I know 
what I’m in for: about four months of con
stant feeding, changing, making diets, cleaning 
cages, and caring for the sick, injured or tiny, 

trying to give each a second chance. If the work 
never resulted in anything, I’d have quit a long 
time ago. The passion for the little birds drives 
me, and my commitment to them is unwaver
ing. The great moments make up for all the 
unhappy endings in some of the little lives. A 
small jay whose neck was twisted and its head 
upside down is now perching and he’ll be re
leasable. A mockingbird youngster responded 
to a few mornings of sunshine, reversing what 
was probably rickets resulting in severe leg weak
ness, not allowing him to lift off the cage floor. 
Happiness is a complete head count after a 
heavy storm, and having them all fly on and 
around you whenever you go outside to offer 
food. Every day something good happens. 
While the whole baby bird season scene is ex
tremely encumbering, it’s also tremendously re
warding. So much so that I always experience a 
let-down feeling when the season ends — the 
youngsters are gone, and the house is quiet — 
at least until next spring! When the day finally 
winds down, I often reflect on how many 
people take the time to drive across town — 
and often much farther — to bring wildlife 
orphans and casualties to us. I’m touched by 
the donations, notes of thanks, and the sup
port of our efforts.

I’m eternally grateful to our veterinarians 
Larry Farley, Lane Preston, Tim Polk and Drs. 
Lubenau and Oden; to Debbie Tennyson, Gail 
Barnes and our other wonderful volunteers, 
junior volunteers, interns, board members, 
advisors, and our many supporters. The Wild
life Center continues to grow and change, and I 
often say it’s the “job that ate my life.”

T h e  M o c k i n g b i r d  C h r o n i c l e s

That notwithstanding, the evolution of 
the Center is a source of great pride, knowing 
that we work hard, believe in what we do, and 
that we’ve made a big difference for wildlife on 
the Texas South Plains. Many help behind the 
scenes too: Janet and Mark Wallace; Shirley 
Ryle, Jay Reichard, public relations intern Molly 
Vongasly; Chuck Morton, intern Grace Tarng, 
Gene and Deb Ortiz donate our web page, 
and last — but by no means least — my ever- 
tolerant husband Rob. Thank you one and all 
for the sacrifices you all make for the Center, 
and particularly for wildlife.

I n e v i t a b ly ,  s o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f a l l s  
th rou gh  th e  cracks, a n d  i f  I  in a d v e r t en t ly  
m is s ed  th a n k in g  som eon e , p l e a s e  l e t  m e  
know, a n d  I ’l l  in c lu d e  i t  in  o u r  S ep tem b er  
n ew s le tte r !

P ersona l N o te s .......

A BIG thank you to Michael Nickell of
Odessa, Texas, for drawing a new Northern 
Mockingbird logo for our newsletter. Over the 
last decade and three printers later, Michael’s 
original mockingbird drawing was lost, and 
recently he agreed to draw us a new mocky. 
Michael was a former volunteer who now 
teaches Biology, Microbiology, and Anatomy 
& Physiology at Odessa College. Michael is 
also illustrating a second book for Dr. Sankar 
Chatterjee, renowned paleontologist at Texas 
Tech University in Lubbock.

T hanks to TV station KCBD’s C hief 
Meteoriologist Steve Divine for helping us 
keep track of severe storm warnings, and of
fering weather-related advice regarding our re
lease candidates. His son Luke is now one of 
our new JV ’s. (See JV  list, page 5).

Thanks to volunteers who took up a collec
tion for the Wildlife Center for my May birth
day, raising. $ 165.00! Everyone had dinner at 
Ruby Tequila’s, including my son Greg who 
surprised me and visited from Austin for my 
birthday!

Letter from the Director

B a b y  B ird s  T ill th e  S um m er 
D a y s  O n c e  A g a in The Mockingbird Chronicles is a quarterly 

publication of the South Plains Wildlife 

Rehabilitation Center Inc. (SPWRC), which is 

100% volunteer. The organization is an IRS 

determined 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that 

cares for orphaned, injured, ill and displaced wild 

animals with the ultimate goal of returning wildlife 

to its natural habitat. SPWRC holds state and 

federal permits but receives no funding 

whatsoever from either regulating agency. 

SPWRC operations are maintained entirely 

through the support of private donations and 

volunteer service, and no SPWRC staff member 

is paid. Donations are tax deductible to the extent 

the law allows.

Wildlife Is accepted without regard to species, 

size, temperament, or popularity with the human 

race.

Officers and Directors

Executive Director Carol Lee

Manager Debbie Tennyson

Board of Directors

Mr. Rob Lee, President 

Dr. Jim Moyes, Vice President 

Dr. Mark Wallace, Secretary 

Mrs. Pat Harris, CPA, Treasurer 

Mr. Richard Whittenburg 

Ms. Beth Bartley 

Mr. Terry Taylor 

Dr. Julie Thomas 

Dr. Michael J. Hooper

Advisors

Larry Farley, DVM 

Ms. Leanna Smith 

Mrs. Melody Sisk 

Dr. Gad Perry 
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South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation Center Inc. is 

located at 3308 95th Street, Lubbock, TX 79423.

We can be reached by phone at 806-799-2142, 

by email at spwrc@cox.net, or you can learn 

more at our website at www.spwrc.org

http://www.spwrc.org
mailto:spwrc@cox.net
http://www.spwrc.org
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Volunteer Spotlights

Brandon Best holds our Bald Eagle C.C.
Brandon Best was bom in Boerne, near 

San Antonio, Texas. He came to Lubbock to 
attend Texas Tech ten years ago, and stayed! 
In 2000 he received a Bachelor o f Arts from 
Tech in Geography with a minor in Environ
mental Studies.

Brandon has been a volunteer since the 
summer of 2004. He felt volunteering was a 
great opportunity to get some “in-the-hand” 
experience with birds, particularly raptors. His 
favorite task is working with our resident rap
tors, but he’s not too keen on feeding little 
songbirds. Brandon enjoys travel, hiking, pho
tography, and bird watching. He says, “I have 
fun every time I go to the Center, because of 
the people and the animals there. Also, there’s 
always something new happening.” We appre
ciate your time and effort, Brandon, and hope 
you’ll stay around for a long time!

Ray Nitzschke has been a volunteer at the 
Wildlife Center for about 18 months. Born in 
Houston, his parents moved to Lubbock 
around 1960. Ray went to Coronado High 
School, and then joined the Army at 17. He 
spent ten years as an Army medic. When he 
returned to Lubbock, he went to school to be 
an Operating Room technician. He worked as 
an OR tech for the next twenty years. His 
hobbies are photography and computers, and 
he loves to read military books. His love of 
animals led him to our doors. He hurt his back 
on the job, so he now has lots of free time. Ray 
and his wife Karen have been married 32 years, 
have two children, and a grandson. What’s Ray”s 
favorite thing to do at the Wildlife Center?

Why taking pictures of the animals, of course! 
He also takes care of our Turkey Vultures 
and enters much of our written data into the 
computer for our year-end state and federal 
records. Ray says he loves volunteering 
because of his affection for the animals and 
the fellowship of our volunteers. He’s also 
driven to other areas to pick up animals that 
need help. Thanks, Ray!!

G o o d  W is h e s —

...to Board Member Pat Harris and hus
band Jim  after a serious auto accident. Pat 
spent six days in ICU but is recovering now 
at home and doing well. Supporters Max and 
Alzada Malone were injured in a separate ac
cident with Alzada spending a few days in 
Surgical ICU. They are both home and on the 
mend, too. Drivers running a red light and 
falling asleep at the wheel caused these four 
people to be injured. We wish you all well as 
you get back to normal!

We will a ll miss “ M a rd iga n ”
Mardi was our educational Red-tailed Hawk 

who passed away May 13th. He was about 14 
years old.

Volunteer Everett Herman replaces wire on 
Ambassador Row, making it safer for our 

education birds

N a tu re  o f  A r t  
S e c o n d  A n n u a l S h o w

October is the month for our Second An
nual Nature of Art event hosted by Caprock 
Winery and the South Plains Wildlife Reha
bilitation Center. Caprock Winery is reserved 
for the weekend of October 8-9 for wine tast
ing and food, demonstrations by artists and 
a wide variety of art works for sale by regional 
artists. There will be a silent auction during 
the event, with emphasis on bird houses and 
other nature re lated  art ob jects. This 
fundraiser is free, and open to the public 11 
AM - 8 PM Saturday, and 11 AM - 4 PM 
Sunday. We mailed out application forms in 
July, and if you are interested in participating 
as a vendor, artist, or just to lend your sup
port during the festival, contact Beth Bartley 
at (806) 797-8285. Mark these dates now for 
a fun-filled weekend for the whole family!

A  T r ip  T o  T h e  Z o o

On April 23rd, Manager Debbie Tennyson 
went to the Abilene Zoo as part of their fifth 
Annual Enrichment Day. She presented an 
education program with several birds of prey, 
talking about their role in the ecosystem, habi
tat, migration and other interesting facts. 
Thanks to former volunteer and supporter 
Stephanie DeGesero for coordinating the 
event.

Debbie and “Jasper” talk about 
Barn Owls at the Abilene Zoo

http://www.spwrc.org
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L u b b o c lc  M a y o r  V is its !

Carol thanks Mayor McDougal for a 
$5000 Check to the Wildlife Center!

On May 24th, we were honored to have 
Mayor Marc McDougal visit the Wildlife Cen
ter. The mayor, Lubbock Apartment Associa
tion Board Members and several associates 
presented the Wildlife Center with a check for 
$5,000. These funds were raised last January 
during the 2005 “State of the City” address, 
hosted by the Lubbock Apartment Associa
tion. Each year the Association uses the ad
dress as a fundraiser for a local non-profit 
organization, and this year, Mayor McDougal

During the morning, the mayor held a 
Barn Owl chick and Bobcat kitten, saw an in
jured opossum, and met our two young East
ern Screech Owls. Marc also visited our Bald 
Eagle, Peregrine Falcon and Great Horned 
Owl. The group stopped by the permanent 
mammals and met our Gray Fox and Bob
cat; the group also saw one of our White-tailed 
Deer fawns. The weather was beautiful, and 
all of the native plants around our pond were 
in full bloom for our visitors. We are very ap
preciative of their faith in our efforts and their 
generous gift for wildlife!

Annual June Open House

Our annual summer three-hour Open 
House drew about 1000 visitors on Saturday, 
June 18th. This event is held so the public can 
look behind the scenes. Our education birds 
are on display in “Ambassador Row,” and it 
was an opportunity to meet volunteers, enjoy 
refreshments, take photographs, and see the 
beautiful native wildflowers around our large 
central pond. The event’s highlight was infor
mal talks about hummingbirds by Mark Klym, 
Information Specialist with the Wildlife Di
versity Branch at Texas Parks & Wildlife De
partment in Austin. Mark is also a published 
author and publishes two newsletters: Eye on 
Nature and  Texas Hummer.

We requested a $1.00 donation for guests 
over four, and the event raised over $1100.00. 
Two-thirds of funds raised were used to pur
chase mice for the 67 owls (including 40 ba
bies) in our care throughjune. The remainder 
is earmarked for food, veterinary supplies, in
surance and monthly bills.

Thank you to everyone who brought pe
cans, paper towels and all the other supplies — 
they are sincerely appreciated!

Gail Barnes, the Mayor, and a Barn Owl

chose the Wildlife Center to be the recipient. 
It was a fun morning, and the media had some 
wonderful photo ops of “Percy” our resident 
American White Pelican leaning the mayor’s way, 
as if  to give him a kiss — with a little help from 
Mark Luchsinger, who was holding the big bird 
(and egging him on!). Percy swiped the mayor, 
and TV media folks had their perfect video! 
The very cute clip aired later that day!

G if ts  T o  H o n o r

Les& Angie Click of Seattle, Washington, gave 
a gift in Honor of our volunteer Chris Funk. 
Terry and Sue Morrow gave gifts to honor two 
graduating  seniors: Lynn R ansdell and 
Stephanie Dahlbeck, both of Lubbock.
Pam Taylor gave a birthday donation in Honor 
of Hannah Grace King of Baird, Texas, from 
“Sissy, Jim m y and Ian .” H appy second 
birthday, Hannah!

A  Very S pec ia l A w ard

I was very surprised when I was honored at 
a D.A.R.luncheon (Daughters of the American 
Revolution) at the Lubbock Women’s Club 
on April 20th. D.A.R. member Gail Barnes 
and Debbie Tennyson did an excellent job of 
keeping it a secret until the last minute. The 
Award was from the National Society of the 
D .A .R .’s Conservation Com m ittee. M y 
certificate and pin are “in Recognition of 
Outstanding Achievement for Environmental 
Awareness.” Gail prepared the paperwork for 
this award over several months, and I’m deeply 
grateful for this prestigious honor. Jane Garrett 
is the chapter regent for the Nancy Anderson 
Chapter of the D.A.R.

Jenny P enny ’s B ir th d a y  
was fo r  th e  B ird s !

........ and the other animals at the Wildlife
Center! Onjune 2nd, Jenny celebrated her 11th 
birthday with friends at the Lubbock Country 
Club swimming pool. Jenny asked for no gifts 
for herself, but requested “presents” from the 
guests for the animals in our care. In addition 
to cash gifts, guests brought gift cards from 
Wal-Mart and PetsMart totaling $80.00. Twenty- 
two friends shared her fun party!

Another Eagle Scout Project 
Completed

Ethan Busby of Troop #500 and his Scout 
crew did an excellent job one Saturday extend
ing the crushed gravel walkway around the back 
of our pond. This was our 33rd Eagle project 
since 1990. Ethan’s photo and write up was in 
our previous newsletter.

E d u ca tio n  Program s
During the last quarter, six education pro

grams were presented in addition to hosting 
two field trips. We rarely do programs during 
the summer due to the heavy workload. Pro
grams were presented for Llano Estacado 
Audubon Society', Parkway, Overton, Ramirez 
and Harwell Elementary schools, and an owl 
program for about 100 visitors at the Mahon 
Library. Students from Trinity Church’s Special 
Ed program and Sundown Elementary' visited 
for field trips.

http://www.spwrc.org
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News a n d  N o te s
• Thanks to Mark and Janet Wallace for

archiving our business documents —  minutes, 
agendas and newsletters— from August 2001 
through February 2005. Thanks also for the 
donation of two books on the care of Chim
ney Swifts.

• About 25 Southwest Regional Balloon 
Club members toured the Wildlife Center on

Southwest Regional Balloon Club Members; 
Tony & Mary Anne Poteet bottom left and 

center

Saturday, April 2, then fired up their grills and 
enjoyed lunch in our outdoor amphitheater. 
The Club donated $2,500 to the Center last fall. 
Thanks to Tony and M ary Anne Slagle- 
Poteet for coordinating this fun morning. This 
years’ Balloon Rally will be held in Wolfforth 
September 10-11,2005. Contact Tony or Mary 
Ann for more information on the rally at (806) 
863-2856.

• Debbie Tennyson was elected Vice Presi
dent of the Texas Hawking Association. Deb 
has a falconer’s permit and will be the first 
woman to be an officer in the Association. 
Congratulations!

• We thank Dr. Christopher Smith, Assis
tant Professor of Music History and Literature 
at Texas Tech University School of Music, for 
donating his $50.00 Honorarium from the First 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Lubbock to 
the Wildlife Center.

• Thanks to Paul and Kathy Beach of Post, 
Robbie Roberson of Tahoka and to Dr. 
George Reichel of Junction, Texas, for releas
ing our wildlife on their ranches. “Speedy” the 
Roadrunner (top right) was released on the 
Beach Ranch the end of June.

5

“Speedy” as a Fledgling

• Texas Tech’s Environmental Law Soci
ety students came out again this year to spend 
a Saturday morning in March cleaning and help 
our volunteers get ready for baby season. 
Thanks to Kayla Murray for coordinating 
this.

• Thanks to David Krawczynski for the do
nation of a refrigerator.

• Thanks to Irons Jr. High 9 th grader Randy 
Keckler who spent an afternoon helping me 
as part of his ScoutTroops’ requirement for a 
Service Project. Scoutmaster is Andy Bridges 
(Troop#544).

JV Program In Its T h i r d  Year

This is the third year that our Junior Vol
unteer program is successfully up and running. 
We thank all the fine young people who are 
new, and those returning!

Returning volunteers: Will Heilman, Nick 
Isett, Donnie Waldrip, Sarah Wallace, Sarah 
Vaughn, Shay Hlavaty, Heather Hightower, 
Kelly Mulcahy, Kenzie Martin, (Note: Will, 
Donnie, Sarah Wallace, Sarah Vaughn, Nick 
and Kenzie are no longer considered JV ’s, but 
regular volunteers).

New Junior Volunteers Clara Vaughn, 
Luke Devine, Jerrod Heller, Clayton Brake, 
Lindsey W ilson, Austin Teague, Morgan 
Mandry and Aiden Gordon.

P lea se n o te : If your contribution arrived 
a f t e r  J u ly  10th, it will be acknowledged in 
our September 2005 quarterly newsletter.

A  H u g e  T h a n k  Y o u  
t o  th e  L u b h o c lc  A re a  

P o u n d a t io n !

The Wildlife Center received a grant Feb
ruary 3rd, 2004 from the Ruth Wright Fund 
for Animals, a component fund of the Lub
bock Area Foundation. In April 2005, the 
Wildlife Center received a grant from this 
fund in the amount of $10,000. These re
sources are earmarked for food and supplies 
for our permanent educational raptors; food 
and supplies for our patients in rehabilitation, 
and for veterinär)? supplies.

In 2005, the amount the Wildlife Center- 
spent on the three target categories for animal 
food, supplies and veterinary bills was 
$13,313.00. The Foundation’s assistance greatly 
reduces our burden on having to generate this 
amount independently.

Dr. Ruth Cowart Wright was a lifelong Lub
bock resident whose parents were some of the 
earliest settlers in this area. Ruth had great love 
for her pets, and that evolved to include ani
mals in general. In her will, she directed that 
her estate be used by the LAF for support of 
organizations that provide care for animals that 
are lost, abandoned, or injured. The Wildlife 
Center is sincerely grateful for this gift made 
possible by Dr. Wright. As our census and the 
need for wildlife services grows annually, so 
do the costs to keep our doors open. We thank 
you!

Thank you to NTS Communications 
and to Suzanne Patterson

for donating our Internet service for 
another year!

Thank You, Krispy Kreme Doughnuts!
Cathy Echols brought a ground squirrel 

from Odessa recently. Since she drove 2 hours, 
Gail Barnes gave her a tour and showed her all 
our owls. As Cathy left town, she stopped at 
Krispy Kreme and asked them to send our 
volunteers two-dozen donuts. Manager Steve 
Walton didn’t accept her money though, and 
said, “They do good work.” Earlier Steve sent 
us doughnuts after one of the clips of the 
Center was aired on TV following the deluge 
of admissions after three hail storms in the 
same week. We thank you Krispy Kreme!

http://www.spwrc.org
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T h e  S to ry  o f  “ V irg i n ia ”

One particular female Great Horned Owl 
raised a family for many years at a ranch in 
Big Spring. Unfortunately, this was not her 
year, and mom was a little too aggressive with 
the ranch dog and Virginia came out on the short

A  great deal of work goes into feeding 
each baby bird or mammal from the time of 
admission until the time of release. There are

formulas to prepare for each mammal species 
and food to get ready for all the baby birds. 
Some is blended to go through a syringe for 
the smallest bird mouths, other food is in pel
let form and soaked until it’s completely soft. 
Add mealworms, crickets, grapes or melon, 
and we’re ready to make the rounds. All 
youngsters must be fed periodically through
out daylight hours, with baby birds topping 
the frequency list until they are about two to 
three months old. Animals with special prob
lems require extra time, and often veterinary 
care. Our goal is release back to the wild when
ever possible.

Virginia’s Great Horned Owl 
youngsters in flight cage

A  wild Mallard family (photo above) took 
up residence on our property in late May. 
Mom and dad could be found every day, but 
suddenly one day the drake was gone. Mom 
tucked herself into the wildflowers and rocks, 
laid ten eggs, and three days before they 
hatched, dad came back to await the happy 
event. All the babies hatched, and stayed only 
a day or two in our pond, and then took their 
babies elsewhere. We were honored!

B y  midsummer, the Wildlife Center has 
admitted two White-tailed Deer fawns and 
two Mule Deer fawns. Sue Hill drives all the 
way from Morton, Texas periodically to bring 
our baby deer fresh goat’s milk. All four are 
healthy and will be released. They are growing 
up in a private outdoor area at the where 
they’re away from people.

end. The dog tore up her wing, and ranch 
owners contacted me about what to do. They 
collected the tattered female and her chicks 
and brought them to Lubbock. A nim al 
Medical Center veterinarians had to amputate 
her wing to save her, something we rarely do, 
but “Virginia” already proved herself as a fine 
protective surrogate mother. W e’ll request 
permission to retain her so she help raise baby 
GHO’s every year and we’ll release her chicks 
back at the ranch if  possible when they are 
ready to go.

Visit our web site spwrc.org often 
It is updated frequently with 

news and pictures! Our First White-tailed Deer Fawn

Not everything we care for is warm, fuzzy, 
feathered or furred. This Soft-shelled turtle 
was fattened up and released into our pond 

at the Center

http://www.spwrc.org
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Photo by Ray Nitzschkke

Bobcat Kitten

American Robin Fledgling

Thanks to licensed bird- bander Dr. Clint 
Boal o f Texas Tech University for banding 
our Swainson’s Hawks, Kestrels, Barn and 
Great Homed Owls.

Th e cke re Ivory  B i l led W oodp  
is Rediscovered :

I was thrilled to learn of the rediscovery of 
the Ivory Billed Woodpecker in the woods of 
Arkansas. This species was thought to be 
extinct for over sixty years. Visit the Nature 
Conservancy on the web to learn more.

S t o p  by  igive.com to do online shop
ping and help the Wildlife Center at the same 
time. Many name brand stores are listed.

A Bowl of Kingbirds — They are abundant 
this summer!

inside to find the pet carrier empty. 
“They’re on their way.” I thought. Glancing 
to my left, what did I find but two litde owls 
eight feet away side by side on a horizontal 
branch looking back at me. Fortunately, my 
camera was at hand, and I was able to snap 
this photo of the two owls in their first 
moments back in the wild.

O n  May 22nd we admitted our first-ever 
Eastern Screech Owl nestling. In seventeen 
years, we’ve only had one other releasable 
screech, but it was an older fledge, around 
1990. A second youngster was admitted soon 
thereafter and both were released. See below!

S c re e c h  O w l R e lea se
__ P b o t o  a n d  s t o  r y  B  y

B r a n d o n  B e s t

On July 4, I took the two screech-owls to a 
private ranch in the woodlands of Dickens 
County for release. I carried their pet carrier 
up under some trees, opened the door, and 
then walked away to let them come out on 
their own. After a couple hours, I returned and

http://www.spwrc.org
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A  fu n  s p r in g  fu n d ra is e r!

Our M ay 7th fundraiser at the Llano 
Estacado Winery was a fun evening that raised 
over $10,000. The funds were earmarked for 
food and supplies for our hundreds of sum
mer youngsters, and to buy mice for about sixty 
owl chicks that are being raised and readied for 
release. We thank our host Russell Gillentine 
and Caprock Winery, Susan Grisanti for the 
lovely background music, and The Lunch Box 
(Dalla Guerreri and staff) for the delicious and 
beautifully prepared food.

RAMIREZ CHARTER SCHOOL 
STUDENTS SUPPORT OUR 

FUNDRAISING EFFORTS
Attributing to the success of this event in 

a big way was the effort put forth by Ramirez 
Charter School students and teachers, spear
headed by Dr. Julie Thomas, Board Member 
and Associate Professor in the College of Edu
cation at Texas Tech University.

Twenty-one classroom teachers and their 
students prepared 23 beautiful themed-baskets 
for the annual fundraiser. Ramirez students 
presented their baskets to SPWRC representa
tives at the school Monday, April 25. At the 
same time, a teacher’s name was drawn for two 
tickets to the event.

Special thanks to Ramirez Principal, Lisa 
Ramirez; Assistant Principal, Stace McEwin; 
and other Texas Tech collaborators from the 
College of Education: Dean Sheryl Santos and 
Science and Mathematics Education Program 
Coordinator Julie Thomas.

Ramirez baskets were auctioned off during 
“A Night on the Wild Side.”

Ramirez families average approximately 
1000 volunteer hours each month.

Julie Thomas and Jo Ann Newman drawing 
the name of a lucky teacher 

who won 2 tickets to the event. 
Debbie and “Jasper” look on.

T h e  M CTclcing'bi rd C h r o n i c l e s

This Science Service Learning project was 
coordinated by Dan Heberly, Science Specialist 
and Jo Ann Newman, Multi-Cultural Event/ 
University Coordinator at Ramirez, and Dr. 
Julie Thomas. Ramirez Charter School empha
sizes family and student leadership.

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE 
WHO CONTRIBUTED TO OUR 

SIT.ENT AUCTION!

Llano Winer)» (Russell Gillentine)
Ramirez Charter School
Honey Ham Company (Susan and John Boling)
The Garden Patch (Roberta Davis)
Animal Medical Center 
Leanna Smith 
Barbara Stephens 
Charles Adams Galleries 
Erika Densmore 
Melody Wainscott 
Hula B’Lu
Rattan and Wicker Specialties 
(James Leatherwood)
Orlando’s Restaurant (Karen Turner) 
Outback Steakhouse (Paul Willems)
College Flowers
Zookini’s Restaurant
Walter’s World of Pets (Ryan Blakeley)
Aquarilease
Above and Beyond Pet Hospital 
Box of Rain Floral (Pam Marshall)
Carino’s Restaurant 
Cactus Theater
Coach Marsha Sharp and her Texas Tech
Lady Raiders basketball team
Basketball coach Bob Knight, Texas Tech
Ed Chauncey
Cinemark Movies 16
Lubbock Symphony Orchestra
Jim Eppler
Margaret Freeman
HiTech Aquarium
Paper Moon
SunsationTan
Nirvana Indian Cuisine
Linda Steffey (The Gallery)
Plants of the Southwest 
Droll Yankee Bird Feeders

Tom Boudreau 
Lindi Buder 
Johnny Franklin 
Barbara Wilson 
JoAnn Haddock 
Texas Panhandle Heritage Foundation, Inc. 
(Texas! Musical Drama) (Cori Hock)
Texas Tech Environmental Law students 

(Kayla Murray, coordinator))
Bird Watcher’s Digest
Bed, Bath and Beyond
Baseball tickets (Texas Tech University)
Frame Mart and Gallery
Terry and Angie Asplaugh
Steve Uryasz
Science Spectrum (Sandy Henry)
Abeulo’s Mexican Restaurant
Harragan’s Restaurant
Alzada Malone
Abeulo’s Mexican Restaurant
Mr. Aquarium
Hooter’s
Rob and Carol Lee 
Mark and Janet Wallace 
Jill and Dave Haukos 
Ted Williams (Audubon Magazine) 
Lubbock Insurance Association 

(Deena Caskey)
Dr. and Mrs. David Close 
Susan Grisanti 
Angela Westbrook 
Glenn Lyles
Kathleen and Rita O’Shea
The Odyssey
Ron and Cathy Galey
Barbara and T.D. Birge
Abbeville Dentistry (Dr. Jimmy Lovering)
H F & C Feed Company
Olive Garden Restaurant

S P E C I A L  T H A N K S  ........

To Steve Smothers & David Leake of 
the Thomas Agency. Steve’s unique design 
of an owl on a corkscrew was an eyecatcher 
on our fundraiser advertising posters!

To City Bank for sponsoring the print
ing of our posters, invitations and tickets 
for the event!

To Tech P.R. student Molly Vongsaly
for doing a lot of the leg work required for 
this event!

“. . . i f  I  h a d  to  ch oose , I  w o u ld  ra th er  
h a v e  b ird s than  a irp lan es. ”

-  C harles L indb ergh

http://www.spwrc.org
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M em oria ls

Erika P. Densmore (Densmore Vision) 
sent a Memorial Gift in the names of Florencio 
and Anita Najar. Acknowledgement was sent 
to Amie Garcia of Lubbock.

Debbie Carter sent two gifts to the Wildlife 
Center to help support Ricky and Bobby, in the 
name of her mother, Mary R. Carter. Mary was 
also a Wildlife Center supporter, and passed 
away February 26th after being hospitalized for 
five weeks. Sympathy to her daughter Debbie, 
and to Calvin and Christine Carter, Wildlife 
Center supporters from Abernathy, Texas 

Sid Chance sent a Memorial in the name 
of Betty Bisbee, wife of Dr. Robert Bisbee of 
Lubbock. Betty was an advocate for animals, 
including wildlife. We thank Dr. Bisbee for 
designating the Wildlife Center as a Memorial 
Charity.

Other Memorial donations in Betty P. 
Bisbee’s name were made by the employees 
of the Garza County Health Clinic, (Vicki 
Gray, Clinic Manager) the Garza County 
Health Care District, and Terry Bartlett with 
Post EMS, all o f Post, Texas.

Don and Cynthia Thurman of Plainview, 
Texas, sent a Memorial gift in the name of 
Robert Blaine Hembree. Acknowledgement 
was sent to the Charolette Hembree Family, 
also of Plainview.

Gus Gallagher of Ingram, Texas, sent a 
Memorial gift in the name of Katie Gallagher, 
daughter o f volunteer Gail Barnes.

Bob and Sula Thompson gave a Memorial 
donation in the name of Clarence Dale Smith. 
His family in Lubbock was notified of their 
kindness.

Sympathy to Dr. and Mrs. David Close who 
lost their second beloved Anatolian Shepherd, 
“Harley” recently. His long time companion 
“Glory” died just several weeks prior. We send 
our condolences.

A  number of Memorials were sent to 
the Wildlife Center in the name of Jo Daniel, 
who passed away in April. We appreciate her 
family designating the Wildlife Center as a- 
recipient of Memorial gifts in her name. Gifts 
were given by the following:

David and Jody McCauley; Jim and Weezie 
Fitzhugh, Abilene, Texas; Dr. Robert and Ann 
Sweazy; Liberty Funds Group, Inc., Lubbock; 
Virginia and C.R. Hutcheson; Dr. and Mrs. 
Jimmy Owens; Carolyn Feminear and Johanna

Feminear; Paula Lanehart; Jim  and Patti 
Lupton; Lynette Wilson; Family Guidance & 
Outreach Center of Lubbock; Bmce and Denise 
Jaggers; Melissa Frazier; James and Betsy Ward; 
William and Sarahlee Morris; Charles and 
Donna Cathey.

Fam ily members were notified as 
designated by the donors, including Diana (and 
Ron) McClendon, Stan (and Carole) Daniel all 
of Lubbock, and Tim (and Jennye) Daniel of 
Littlefield.

A d o p tio n s
* “Louie” was adopted by Don Boteler.
* Bill Van Pelt of Washington, D.C. adopted 
“Bobby” in Honor of Lynda Lamb’s Birthday. 
Lynda lives in Foothill Ranch, California.
* “Ollie” was adopted by Gail and Larry Barnes 
for Gail’s niece Abbey Gordon for her April 
birthday. Abbey lives in Syracuse, New York.
* Dr. Suman Ahuka and Sufyan Mohammed 
adopted “Bobby.”
* Dana and Kent Gamble sent a sponsorship 
for “Festus.”

I am one of scores of 
barn owls currently at 
the Center that needs 
your help. I’m 
“Jasper” and I’m up 
for adoption.
See page 11.

* “C.C” was adopted by Jimmie and Linda 
McDowell.
* Kellie Mulcahy adopted “Ollie” in Memory 
of “Bright Eyes” the hamster.
* Sharon and Cary Kingston sent a donation 
to continue their support of their adoptees, 
“Grade,” “Athena” and “C.C.”
* W.T. and Jeanette Probandt of Midland 
adopted “Ollie.”
* Former volunteer Beth Bodden-Hickman of 
The Colony, Texas, adopted “Fifi” In Honor 
of Jeff Hickman on becoming a Major in the 
U.S. Air Force.
* Pat and Jim Harris adopted “Ollie” for Casey 
St. Charnez of Santa Fe, New Mexico.
* Caprock Girl Scout Troop #19 adopted 
“Ricky” and “Bobby.”
* Malcolm and Julie McLaughlin of Dallas 
adopted “Mardigan.”

* Former volunteer Kathy Skipper of Graham, 
Texas adopted “Athena.”
* Beth Bodden-Hickman of The Colony, Texas, 
adopted “Ricky” in Memory of “Truman” the 
beloved cat for her friend Carolyn Kurtz, of 
Dallas, Texas. Truman loved to watch the 
raccoons outside of his window.
* Lindi Butler adopted “Harris” in Honor of 
her Grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. R.C. Lewis, 
and also for her grandpa’s birthday. The Lewis’s 
live in Beloit, Wisconsin.
* Deborah Halsted of Amarillo adopted 
“Ollie.”

Thank you to Dr. Brian, Callie, Laura 
and Carter Bruening for funds raised dur
ing the Bruening’s Annual Memorial Day Base
ball Tournament. Friends and family donated 
$75.00! We are most appreciative, and thank
you again for this gift!

A big Thank You to our 
monthly benefactors!

Carre Avian 
Lisa and Travis Bruster 

A.J. and Cindy Burkes, Denver City, TX 
Barbara Davis, Rising Star, TX 

Joyce Komkov 
Joyce Lisenby 

Tom McLaughlin 
Dave Melton

William and Deanna Schwartze

Thank you for supplies 
and services!

Special thanks to Steve Wilson, (United 
Grocery); Gafford Brothers; Fred Sanderson 
for an incubator; Kathy Wynne (Crestview, KS) 
flatbed scanner; Bill Van Pelt (Washington, 
D.C.); Doris Brown; Pat & Jim  Harris; Willie 
Haragan; Floyd & Clarice Robertson; Sandy 
Owens; Sara Wilson; Debbie Cox; Vicky Rowell; 
Fred Crowell; Patrice Johnson; Pat Christensen; 
Frank Querry (Shallowater); Albertsons; Dr. 
David & Lewrie Close; Vicki Sweetman; Jim  & 
Linda McDowell; Krys Langevin; Daniel B. 
Stephens & Associates; Dr. Nancy Chasteen 
(Falwell, TX); Bebe & Art McCasland (Big 
Spring, TX); Sam Hambright; Corey Gardner 
(Hi Tech of Texas) for two high-quality scales 
(for weighing our patients); County Line (loan 
of table linens for our fundraiser); Sue Hill, 
(Morton) for fresh goat’s milk for our fawns.

http://www.spwrc.org
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A cknow ledgm ents
Thanks to everyone who supports our efforts. We appreciate every 
penny, and be assured that it goes directly to the treatment, care and 
housing of the wild animals entrusted to us.

85000.00
Lubbock Apartment Association

81000.00
Mr. Russell Womack

8500.00
Barbara and T.D. Birge, Shallowater, Texas 
Mr. John G. Taylor
8250.00
Mr. and Mrs. W.T. Probandt, Midland, Texas
8200.00
Travis and Lisa Bruster 
Dr. Hakam Kayasseh 
Liberty Funds Group
8100.00
Christie and John Billing 
Mike Boley, Amarillo, Texas 
Don. E. Boteler 
Janis Douglas 
Janie and Sonny Flores 
Margaret Gates, Artesia, NM 
John and Mary Gillas 
Sandy and Alan Henry 
Beth Bodden-Hickman
Katricia and Joseph Lampley, Seminole, Texas 
Michael & Barbara Stephens (Love Gift)
Lela and Stuart Tackitt
840.00 -  850.00
Dr. Suman Ahuja & Sufyan Mohammed
Deborah Carter
Stephanie DeGesero, Abilene
Beth and Kevin Elmore
David Fish
Susan Ireland
Shaun Krisher, Conyers, GA
Mark Klym, Bastrop, TX
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Kruczek
Max and Betty Lee, Slaton, Texas
Melanie Miller, Hays, Kansas
Colquitt and Carol Nash, Plainview, TX
Frank and Kathy Phillips
Howard & Glenda Reynolds
Donna Shackleford Shattuck
Dr. Christopher Smith
Bob and Vicky Tate
Robert and Sula Thompson
Anita and Ben L. Walker
Lori Waters
Laurie and Jerry Woolam

825.00 -  30.00
Steve and Jan Alexander 
A1 Bendeck
Elise and Bronson Blodgett 
Carol J. Brownlow 
Kyle Bullock 
Cheryl Burkhalter 
Kelsey Clarks
Les & Angie Click, Seattle, Washington
Ghislaine Cobb, Levelland, Texas
Kim Dasen
Tracy Davis
Ken Dixon
Jon and Patti Frullo
Janie and Glenn Forister
Janis and Larry Gailey
Dana & Kent Gamble
Lisa and Larry Gilliland
Valerie Griffith
Terry and Renee Hamill
S.D. & Dorothy Hanesworth, Matador, TX
Jim Harding
Morrie and Pat Hartman
Darleene Herring
Derek Hunter
Bobjohnson
Lyle and Sydney Joiner, Amarillo, Texas
Neal & Buster Kleman, Sudan, TX
Ben and Abbey Lee
Mary and Bill Lees
Jean and Alex Lindt, Loop, Texas
McDermott Construction (Tim McDermott)
Jimmie & Linda McDowell
Melissa Medlin
Elizabeth Miller, Levelland
Nancy and Arnold O’Clair
Mrs. Gene Odell
Michael Oliva
Reyes Pena
W.T. and Jeanette Probandt, Midland, Texas 
Earnest and Gwen Rennels 
Howard & Glenda Reynolds (missed last issue) 
(plus recent gift of $25.00)
Floyd and Clarice Robertson
Shelly and Aaron Ross, Seattle, WA
Beth Rushing
Patricia and Patrick Shaw
Stanley Shelton, Fort Worth, TX (Sears Giving)
Charles and Virginia Smith
Anne Stephens, Andrews, Texas
Ana and Colby Todd

Nathan Tubb, Levelland, Texas
Mr. and Mrs. Dickey Wallace, Post, Texas
Louise Whatley
Faith Williams
Paula Womack
Lois Woodruff
820,00
Alton and Molly Abbott
Danielle Akers
C.T. Benham, Idalou
Mika Bird and Arbrey Stockman
Lewis Boyd
Greg Briggs
Valerie Coke
Marilyn Crow, Garland, Texas 
Miriam Edson 
Edie Fanning 
Ray Freda
John and Patti Frullo 
Mike Gallagher 
“Doc” and Linda Gillespie 
Jim Harding (missed last issue)
Pat and Jim Harris 
Su Hess
Shawnette Hinkle 
Robert Hoehne
Vivi Hyacinthe and Maggie Nolan
Bo Jackson
Perrie Krieter
Marion Livingston
Bill Lynch
Mike Morgan
Diana Hefley & Carol Niebuhr 
Reyes Pena
Bob and Nancy Phillips
Silda Santos
Dr. James Reckner
Gwen and Earnest Rennels
Jay Roberts
Beverly Rush
Emily Sanderson
Billy Sherrill
Ray Sparkman
Anita and Ben L. Walker
Cindy Webb
Kathi White
Paula Womack
Mr. & Mrs. E.W. Zukaukas, Jr.
815.00

Jenny Flores, Shallowater, TX; Lana & Lane 
McKinney, Shallowater TX; Carol Spratt, Hurst, 
TX; Carla Terry, Wolfforth, TX; Kirn-Yen T. Pham

http://www.spwrc.o


Adopting a W ildlife Ambassador Helps Pay for its Annual Care
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Membership levels: ♦  Millennium Member $5000 ♦  Life Member $1000 ♦  Benefactor $500 ♦  Patron $100 ♦  Supporting Member $50 ♦
♦  Organization or Group $30 ♦  Family Membership $25 ♦  Individual Membership $20 ♦

Gift O Gift in memory of □  Gift □  Gift in memory of

□  Membership amount $ □  Membership amount $

□  Adoption of Amount $ □  Adoption of Amount $

□  Adoption of Amount $ □  Adoption of Amount $

Please acknowledge to (Name) Please acknowledge to (Name)

(Ad dr) (Addr)

! ♦  Please make checks payablejo SPWRC ♦  Send to: SPWRC ♦  c/o Carol Lee ♦  3101 77th Street ♦  Lubbock, TX 79423 ♦Thank you ♦

Each $50
S ierra, right 

Golden Eagle 
Percy, far right 

A m. W hite Pelican

Each $40
Bubo 2, right 

Great Horned Owl 
Bobby, far  right 

Bobcat

Hootie, right $35
Burrowing Owl 

R icky, next right $35 
A lbino Raccoon 

Harris, center $30
Harris' s Hawk 

Ollie, next right $30 
M. Free-tailed Bat 

Festus, far right $30 
Turkey Vulture

Each $30
F ifi, right

Striped Skunk 
Maddie, far right 

A merican Kestrel

Y o u r  N a m e

O r g a n iza t io n  o r  G r o u p

A d d r e s s

C it y , S ta te , Z ip

□  Total amount enclosed $_

□  Membership amount $_

O Adoption o f__________

Amount $__________

□  Adoption o f__________

Amount $__________

C.C., right 
$50

Golden Eagle 
Empress, far right 
$40

Peregrine Falcon

Gracie, r ig h t  $40 
Gray Fox

Jasper, far r ig h t  $35 
Common Barn Owl

Each $25
Louie, right 
Eastern Screech Owl 
Athena, far right 
Eastern Screech Owl

http://www.spwrc
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M a t j b e  M y  B e s t  W i l d l i f e  R e le a s e  E v e r .
■v

On Friday, May 20,2005 I was returning 
home from several errands via busy 82nd 
street around 5 PM. In one o f the three lanes 
in the opposite direction I was traveling, I 
saw a tiny black figure in the road, with wings 
flapping as cars drove over it. My first 
thought was that it was a dead Barn Swallow, 
but I still couldn’t ignore it. I pulled into 
the first side street, slammed on my brakes 
and when it was safe, dashed out and 
snatched up the little body. I ran back to the 
car, and suddenly I felt two tiny feet wrap 
around my little finger. I couldn’t believe this 
bird could be alive. I held it close; it was a 
hot, frightened adult. In another minute I 
was in our kitchen drawing up IV fluid and 
medication into a syringe. Drop by drop, the 
liquid drizzled into its mouth, and would 
help alleviate shock and cool my wee patient. 
I placed the bird in a box on a ground perch, 
and over the next hour the respirations 
gradually slowed and its eyes opened. I 
weighed keeping it overnight versus releasing 
it at dusk, when this species is active.

Suddenly, the litde swallow rallied, as 
if ju st maybe it realized it was saved from 
certain death in the street at rush hour.

After another two hours of fluid 
and recuperation, I felt its best hope 
was to let it go. I had done what I could, 
and there were no signs of any damage 
whatsoever. Suddenly, as I took the bird 
into the backyard, holding it briefly so it 
could get oriented, the eyes opened 
wide, and the unsaid message clearly 
was, “Let me g o .. .I’m all right, and I 
can fly.” With that, I slowly opened my 
hand and as if  sprinting at the sound of a gunshot, 
the swallow dug into my palm with its tiny feet and 
took wing, soaring over the roof and high into the 
air within moments. It was absolutely awesome to 
watch! Releasing this tiny bird was every bit 
exhilarating as releasing a Bald Eagle, given size and 
circumstances. My guess is, it had swooped to the 
street to snag a bug, became grounded as cars sped 
over it, and had no choice but to lie there and wait 
for fate to take its course. This event made my day, 
and I don’t think I’ll ever forget it.

An adult Barn Swallow
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